
Environment
• The word Environment is derived from the French word “Environ” which means

“surrounding”. Our surrounding includes biotic factors like human beings, plants,
animals, microbes, etc. and abiotic factors such as light, air, water, soil, etc.

• Environment is a complex of many variables, which surrounds human as well as the
living organisms. Environment includes water, air and land and the interrelation ships
which exist among and between water, air and land and human beings and other living
creatures such as plants, animals and micro organisms.

• The environment consists of an inseparable whole system constituted by physical,
chemical, biological, social and cultural elements, which are interlinked individually and
collectively in myriad ways.

• The environment is an important issue even when society is faced with economic crises,
wars, and unending social problems. It matters because Earth is the only home that
humans have, and it provides air, food, and other needs.

• The environment is living (biotic) or non-living (abiotic) things and their interaction.



Components of Environment
There are four major components:

1.Hydrosphere- Hydrosphere includes all water bodies such as lakes, ponds, rivers, streams
and ocean, etc.

2.Lithosphere- Lithosphere means the mantle of rocks constituting the earth’s crust. It
includes soil, earth rocks, mountain, etc.

3.Atmosphere- It cover the air; which contains gases like oxygen, carbon dioxide, etc. and
which protects the solid earth and human beings from the harmful radiations of the sun.

4.Biosphere- It is known as the life layer, it refers to all organisms on the earth’s surface
and their interaction with water and air. It consists of plants, animals and micro-organisms,
ranging from the tiniest microscopic organism to the largest whales in the sea.
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Environmental Problems
• The environmental problems like global warming, acid rain, air pollution, urban sprawl, waste disposal,
ozone layer depletion, water pollution, climate change and many more affect every human, animal and
nation on this planet.

Major environmental problems:

• Air Pollution : Air pollution is a mixture of solid particles and gases in the air. Car emissions, chemicals
from factories, dust, pollen and mold spores may be suspended as particles.

• Water Pollution : Water pollution is the contamination of water bodies, usually as a result of human
activities

• Solid Waste (garbage) : Solid waste means any garbage, refuse, sludge from a wastewater treatment
plant, water supply treatment plant, or air pollution control facility and other discarded materials
including solid, liquid, semi-solid, or contained gaseous material, resulting from industrial, commercial,
mining and agricultural operations.

• Global Climate Change : Global warming is the long-term rise in the average temperature of the Earth's
climate system. It is a major aspect of climate change and has been demonstrated by direct temperature
measurements and by measurements of various effects of the warming.

• Habitat Destruction/Fragmentation : Habitat Destruction/Fragmentation Destroying nature and animals’
homes. The charcoal production from the degraded forest resources of Ethiopia.
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Sustainable Development
• Sustainable development is the organizing principle for meeting human
development goals while simultaneously sustaining the ability of natural
systems to provide the natural resources and ecosystem services based
upon which the economy and society depend.

• Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the
present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet
their own needs.
• The concept of 'needs', in particular, the essential needs of the world's poor, to
which overriding priority should be given; and

• The idea of limitations imposed by the state of technology and social
organization on the environment's ability to meet present and future needs.




