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Chapter One: Chain 

Political, Social, and Economic Structure of Qing Dynasty 

Coming to power in 1644 the Qing dynasty continued to rule China up to 1912. This topic is not  going to provide you the details of early Qing dynasty, but to remind you the major Political, social and economic basis of Qing dynasty. Hence, high lighting, as a back ground, the economic, political, and social structure of Qing dynasty, with in which the major historical events of the late Qing dynasty came in to being is sound full, because it will help for the identification of the changes and continuities in the social, political and economic structure of the Qing dynasty.  The Qing dynasty had ruled China largely through retaining the social, political and economic apparatus of ancient China. Qing emperors learned Chinese, addressed their subjects using Confucian rhetoric, reinstated the civil service examination system and the Confucian curriculum, and patronized scholarly projects, as had their predecessors. For clarity below is a brief description of the political, economic, and social institutions of Qing China. 
Political Institutions of the Dynasty

The Qing was not simply a Chinese dynasty, but a multiethnic empire. The majority of the Qing’s subjects were Chinese, but the ethnically Chinese core of Qing China (sometimes called China Proper) accounted for only around half of Qing territory. While the Qing’s governance of China Proper was based largely on Ming system, non-Chinese administrative practices and institutions were used for other areas. The Qing rulers initially used only Manchu and banner men to fill the most-important positions in the provincial and central governments (half of the powerful governors-general throughout the dynasty were Manchu), but Chinese were able to enter government in greater numbers in the 18th century, and a Manchu-Han diarchy was in place for the rest of the dynasty. 
By the early 18th century the Manchu had adopted the Chinese practice of father-son succession but without the custom of favoring the eldest son. Because the identity of the imperial heir was kept secret until the emperor was on his deathbed, Qing succession struggles were particularly bitter and sometimes bloody. The Manchu also altered political institutions in the central government. They created an Imperial Household Department to forestall eunuchs from usurping power and they staffed this agency with bond servants. The Imperial Household Department became a power outside the control of the regular bureaucracy. It managed the large estates that had been allocated to banner men and supervised various government monopolies, the imperial textile and porcelain factories in central China, and the customs bureaus scattered throughout the empire. Until well into the nineteenth century, the Qing separately administered Manchuria more or less as an exclusive ethnic park and ancestral homeland for the Manchu’s. Other non-Chinese areas of the Qing Empire such as Xinjiang, Tibet, Qinghai, and Mongolia, were administered by the Court of Colonial Affairs a high-level central government agency that exercised Qing sovereignty over these areas and directly governed them on behalf of the Qing emperors. The Qing exercised not sovereignty, but a more vaguely defined suzerainty over surrounding areas not directly under its administrative control.
 A Qing institution called the Bureau of Receptions managed relations with quasi-independent vassal states or kingdoms that included Korea, Vietnam, Burma, Siam, Cambodia, the Malay Peninsula, and even the Sulu Archipelago (today part of the Philippines, between Mindanao and Borneo). In accordance with established schedules, these nations sent envoys that offered tribute (local products) to the Qing emperor and performed before him the kowtow, a ritual of extreme obeisance that involved prostration and audibly knocking the forehead on the floor. This was a symbolic recognition that their countries were humble vassal states of the mighty Qing Empire. These nations subjected themselves to this humiliating procedure because the benefits they received for mere gestures of submission to the Qing outweighed any fleeting chagrin they might suffer. 
In return for offering tribute and performing the kowtow, the Qing conferred a title of recognition on the nation’s king and showered him and his envoys with lavish gifts out of all proportion to the worth of the tributary items presented. Giving acknowledgment to royal families in quasi-independent nations by the Qing emperor often conferred legitimacy and prestige on royal families in these nations and made challenging their power very difficult. The tributary quasi-independent nation had also a guarantee of Qing military assistance in case of aggression by a third power. In short such kind of apparatus as: succession, administration and tributary system, although with limited strength since the second half of the 19th century, continued until 1911 as the political basis of the Qing dynasty. 

Economic Basis of the Dynasty

China's economy in the Qing era, as in the past, was overwhelmingly agricultural. The preferred crops—rice in central and southern China, wheat in northern China—retained their primacy in Qing agriculture. In the course of the dynasty, the cultivation of wheat and other northern staple grains continued to creep southward; rice was transplanted to the best lands on the frontiers, and the cropping cycle gradually intensified. Both on the frontiers and within China proper, new lands were opened for settlement using the New World crops that had been introduced into China in the late 16th century. Corn (maize) and the Irish potato permitted Chinese to cultivate the marginal hilly lands. The sweet potato provided insurance against famine, while peanuts (groundnuts) were a new source of oil in the peasant diet. Tobacco, another 16th-century import, competed with rice and sugarcane for the best lands in southern China and became an important cash crop.
With regard to taxation the Qing administration abolished all late Ming surtaxes (additional or higher tax) and granted tax exemptions to areas ravaged by war. Qing china, for the most part, did not actively intervene in what was becoming an extremely complex market economy. The major exception was its successful effort to offset regional food shortages in years of crop failure. Every province was supposed to purchase or retain reserves in the “ever-normal” granaries located in each county, so named because they were intended to stabilize the supply. Even relatively un-commercialized hinterlands were thus armored against famine. 

The Qing government played a relatively minor role in the commercial economy. There were state monopolies in salt, precious metals, pearls, and ginseng, but the long-run trend was to reduce the number of monopolies. The state barely began to tap the growing revenue potential of trade, just as it failed to tap the expanding agricultural base. Its rare interventions in trade were motivated by a desire to dampen economic fluctuations in employment. Its major goal was stability, not growth. In spite of this fact the Qing rule formulated legal system to expedite economic transactions and enable strangers to do business with one another. Business partnerships in mining, commerce, and commercial agriculture could be formalized and protected through written contract.

The major export items during the Qing rule were agricultural products such as tea, silk and porcelain. Although only a small fraction of total output was exported, the effect of foreign trade on the Chinese economy was direct and perceptible. The Chinese economy had long been based on a metallic currency system in which copper cash was used for daily purchases and silver for large business transactions and taxes. 

Chinese society continued being stratified during the Qing. Hereditary status groups ranged from the descendants of the imperial line down to the “mean people” at the bottom of the social ladder. Many professions were hereditary: banner men, brewers, dyers, doctors, navigators, and Daoist priests usually passed on their occupations to at least one son in each generation. The mean people included remnants of aboriginal groups who had survived Chinese expansion and settlement and certain occupational groups, including prostitutes, musicians, actors, and local government underlings (e.g., jailers and gatekeepers). Qing laws forbade intermarriage between respectable commoners (“good people”) and the mean people, who were also banned from sitting for the civil service examinations.
Servitude was commonplace in Qing society. The Manchu had enslaved prisoners of war, and in China persons could be sold by their families. Many well-to-do households owned some domestic servants. Servants were grouped with the mean people in Qing law, but some of them nonetheless achieved considerable power and authority. Bond servants of the imperial house ran the powerful Imperial Household Department and themselves owned slaves. At one pole, alienated literati (scholars) deliberately gave up the morally ambiguous role of official to devote their energies to scholarship, painting, poetry, and the other arts. Downward mobility was more general phenomenon than upward mobility in Qing society. People at the bottom of the social strata did not marry and have children, while the wealthy practiced polygamy and tended to have large families.

In China’s long-settled and densely populated regions, degree holders who confronted the prospect of downward mobility for their sons were profoundly disturbed by the circumstances that permitted wealthy merchants to mimic their way of life. The money economy and its impersonal values penetrated more deeply into Chinese society than ever before. Alarmed by the situation, the Chinese elite joined the Qing state in trying to propagate traditional values and behavior. Morality books, published in increasing quantities from the late 16th century onwards, tied virtuous behavior to concrete rewards in the form of educational success, high office, and sons. The Qing bestowed titles, gifts, and imperial posts. In a net shell the social structure in Qing China was based on Confucian philosophy until the collapse of Qing dynasty and the formal end of Imperial order in China in 1911.
 Opposition to Western Encroachment and Failure to Modernization
1. Western Encroachment

During the Qing dynasty the chief threat to China's integrity did not come overland, as it had so often in the past, but by sea, reaching the southern coastal area first. Western traders, missionaries, and soldiers of fortune began to arrive in large numbers even before the Qing, in the sixteenth century. The Europeans continued to challenge the Chinese territorially and culturally. The Chinese had begun to sense the influence of westerners particularly since1850s. However, the Europeans met resistance from the Chinese who considered their country the center of world civilization and all people were naturally drawn to China because of its wealth, prestige, and power. Accordingly, foreign countries would dispatch envoys to China as humble tribute bearers who meekly petitioned for an audience with the emperor. While in China, the envoys would naturally perform the kowtow to the emperor. Any notion of other nations being China’s equals or of foreign diplomats remaining in China indefinitely would have been unthinkable. For the British, as well as all other Western nations, diplomacy was conducted between equally sovereign and independent nation-states, each of which stationed full-time residential diplomats in other nations’ capital cities to facilitate official government-to-government contacts.

This was not at all the way Qing China conducted foreign relations with its neighbors, because the Chinese viewed that their country was greater than other nations. For instance, the Qing government viewed involvement with commerce as beneath the dignity of the Chinese government; commerce involved private contact between petty men concerned with profit, a somewhat ignoble motive in traditional Confucian moral estimations, and did not require government-to-government contact. 

Anyway diplomatic and commercial relations made between China and other western countries were in favor of China up to the first half of the 19th century. However, since the late 1st half of 19th century relations between China and European nations begun to take shape in the interest of the later.  For example, the British, having failed to persuade China to alter its business and diplomatic practices to their own liking, simply made their way into China and imposed their will on the hapless nation through armed force. The Opium War, fought between the two nations from 1840 to 1841, ended with British victory and the Treaty of Nanking, which compelled Qing China to cede the island of Hong Kong to the British crown in perpetuity, pay Britain an enormous war indemnity, and open several coastal cities to British residence and trade. The Opium War and its aftermath inaugurated China’s “Century of Humiliation,” which endured until 1949 and the final victory of the Chinese Communist revolution. During this long and challenging century, the British, and also other foreign powers following at their heels, dominated but never subjugated the Chinese. China did manage to escape the utter humiliation of India, which was completely conquered and incorporated into the British Empire, South-East Asia (except Thailand) and most of Africa. 

China was too big for any one power to swallow, and seemed too dazzling a prize for a satisfactory division of shares to be worked out. Consequently China's sovereignty was impaired, but it never came near to being vanquished. The foreigner had always to acknowledge that there was a Chinese authority, central or local, with which he had to contend. In some parts of China's territory, however, that authority was formally reduced even ceded, in the interests of foreign claimants. When the cultural influence of the westerners increased in China and Chinese age old traditions and beliefs begun to erode. Besides to the foreign pressure the Qing dynasty had also faced domestic challenges such as the Taiping rebellion which severely questioned the strength of the Qing government. Taiping rebellion was pseudo-Christian uprising. Overpopulation led to the disastrous calamity. By the nineteenth century, China’s population had grown to unmanageable proportions, and millions of people in the Chinese countryside were facing malnutrition and even starvation. By the 1840s millions of peasants unable to eke out an existence on their tiny plots of land abandoned farming altogether and began to roam the countryside as bandits. It was suppressed in 1864 only with the greatest of difficulty, and about 40 million people had died in what was, and still is, the most cataclysmic civil war in world history. 

The Qing dynasty was never the same after the Taiping rebellion. The power of the Qing central government had drastically declined during the rebellion and never recovered. Regionalism in China began to develop as provinces far from Beijing more or less began to pursue their separate destinies and were less and less influenced by Qing directives. During the next decade, the weakened Qing government was unable to resist foreign attacks on its territory; a brief Japanese occupation of Taiwan in 1874, a Russian invasion and occupation of part of Xinjiang from 1871 to 1881, and a French invasion of Vietnam, a Qing tributary state, in 1885. Weakness and regionalism endured beyond the fall of the dynasty in 1912 and reached its tragic culmination in the warlord period, which lasted from around 1917 to 1927.The Taiping Rebellion inspired future revolutionaries in China. Dr. Sun Yat-sen, the founder of the Republic of China, admired the Taipings and grew up hearing heroic tales about Hong Xiuquan’s exploits.

The Chinese Communists today regard the Taipings as proto revolutionaries who did the best they could against the Qing government and foreign imperialism without the guiding ideology of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong thought. To cop up with external and internal challenges the Qing dynasty took measures aimed at strengthening its power. Below is a brief example of the attempts made by the ruling class to modernize China, although it was ended with failure.

2. Self -Strengthening; Half -Hearted Reforms 1861–1895

The Qing dynasty, having narrowly escaped ruin during the Taiping Rebellion, attempted to recover some prestige for itself and restore order and confidence in China. It launched a fairly superficial program of institutional and technological modernization, often known as the Self Strengthening Movement, which lasted from 1861 to 1895. During this time the Qing government instituted something roughly equivalent to a foreign diplomacy office, established schools for foreign language instruction, reformed and expanded its customs service and learned the rudiments of international law. 

Zeng Guofan and especially Li Hongzhang, the two main heroes of the civil war with the Taipings, emerged as enthusiastic advocates of Self-Strengthening and emphasized selective adaptation of Western technology, particularly military technology. Many Chinese during the Self-Strengthening period were convinced that China could retain its entire traditional heritage and needed only to learn how to make and use the superior weaponry of the West to overcome foreign domination. The Chinese provinces utilized foreign assistance and consultation to modernize the Chinese military and to establish arsenals, shipyards, mines, textile mills, and telegraph lines. A modern Chinese navy began to take shape. These modernization efforts appeared impressive. But it ultimately proved to be limited in scope and vision, because they had very little leadership or coordination from the Qing central government, which had been greatly weakened in the wake of the Taiping Rebellion. Provincial rather than national in scope, self-strengthening efforts failed because they were not accompanied by all of the sweeping changes necessary for effective modernization.

The advocates of self-strengthening were too selective in what they sought to learn from the West; they did not understand that the key to the West’s great military power was not based on technological superiority alone but also on its social, political, and economic systems. Experience ultimately showed that equaling the West in military power would entail many more changes in China than the Self- Strengtheners were willing to contemplate. As a result, China, toward the end of the nineteenth century, was woefully unprepared for its first modern military clash with a much more effectively modernized state: Japan.

3. The First Sino-Japan War 1894–1895

The origin of the war was related with the claim of China and Japan, over Korea, which had been a tributary state to China since early Ming dynasty times. A newly modernizing Japan insisted in the 1870s that Korea was an independent state. In essence, Japan wanted to transfer Korea from the Chinese to the Japanese orbit. Japan’s desire to dominate Korea intensified in the 1890s, and in July 1894 a Japanese warship sank a Qing ship in Korean waters. On August 1 1894 China and Japan declared war on each other. Thousands of Japanese troops landed in Korea, and much to the surprise of the international community, the smaller but faster, and better-trained Japanese navy defeated the Qing fleet. The provisions of the Treaty of Shimonoseki, signed in April 1895 included cession of the Liaodong Peninsula and Taiwan (which had been made a province in the 1880s) to Japan, formal Qing recognition of the independence of Korea, and payment of an enormous war indemnity to Japan. 

The causes for the defeat of Chinese fleet were mainly related with corruption and incompetence in the navy. Funds earmarked for naval development had gone elsewhere, and it was even discovered that some of the Qing ships’ magazines contained not gunpowder but sand. Prewar preparations and combat readiness were also inadequate. Before the war, when the noted writer on Asia Sir Henry Norman inspected a Chinese battleship, he found after the canvas had been removed from a quick-firing gun that its barrel had been filled with chopsticks and was generally littered with rice and pickles. China’s defeat in the First Sino-Japanese War marked the emergence of Japan, not China, as the preeminent military and economic power in East Asia. It also revealed the full extent of China’s weakness as the “Sick Man of Asia.” Soon other vultures were circling overhead, demanding their fair share of the “Chinese melon” that was being divided among “the Powers,” or the imperialist nations. In 1895 the Russians joined the French and the Germans and intimidated Japan into surrendering its hold over the Liaodong Peninsula. Not long after this, the Russians secured railway rights in Manchuria and seized the port cities of Dairen and Port Arthur on the southern tip of the Liaodong Peninsula for themselves. In 1897 the Germans pressured the Qing into leasing part of Shandong province to them for 99 years.

The next year, China was once more John Bullied into surrendering more territorial sovereignty to the British; this time the New Territories opposite the island of Hong Kong on the mainland were leased to Britain for 99 years. The lease finally expired in 1997, when the British gave the New Territories, as well as Kowloon and the island of Hong Kong, back to China. The Americans, busy in 1898 with their war with Spain and their subsequent beginnings of empire in the Philippines, Guam, Cuba, and Puerto Rico, were too slow to get in on the divvying up of the Chinese spoils. Many Chinese patriots were humiliated by the aftermaths of the First Sino-Japanese War and concluded that the halfhearted self-strengthening efforts were insufficient to modernize China and enable it to stand up to the international community. Some advocated more radical reform programs; others such as Sun Yat-sen espoused outright revolution against the Manchu Qing regime.

4. The Hundred Day’s Reform

The most prominent of the radical reformers was Kang Youwei, who eventually emerged as an enthusiastic advocate of detailed reform and a constitutional monarchy for China on the Japanese and British models. Kang was a highly intelligent and idealistic man who had passed his Jinshi examinations with the distinction as Optimus (Zhuangyuan), the top-ranked examination graduate in all of China. 

In 1898 Kang began to barrage the throne with passionately written memorials arguing for the necessity of drastic reform if China as a nation and civilization were to survive in the modern world. The Guangxu emperor (r. 1875–1908) was impressed with Kang’s forthrightness and summoned him for a personal audience in June 1898. The audience lasted for an unprecedented five hours, during which Kang Youwei convinced the emperor of the validity of his reform program. From June through September 1898, there issued from the throne a series of imperial edicts for reform. Because the reforms were announced over a period of approximately 100 days, they subsequently became known to Westerners as the Hundred Days Reforms. 

The wide-ranging edicts called for drastic changes in China’s laws and the examination system. They also advocated overhauling the Qing government into a federalized constitutional monarchy, complete with a parliament, various administrative branches, and the treatment of the Qing emperor as head of state. Yet this was opposed by the emperor’s aunt, Empress Dowager Cixi (a cunning and ruthless woman who had been the real power behind the Qing throne since 1862). On September 21 she had her nephew arrested and assumed control of the Qing government herself. She quickly reversed all reform edicts and issued arrest warrants for Kang and his supporters. Kang managed to flee to Japan, where he was given a hero’s welcome. He remained there for many years, where he advocated his vision of a modernized constitutional monarchy for China and established his Emperor Protection Society (Baohuangdang), a body that favored the retention and protection of the Manchu emperor.

Kang’s reforms failed because they offended the empress dowager’s sensibilities and because he did not secure the backing of the military. Chinese Communist historians today regard him as a bourgeois reformist whose class and educational background deceived him into thinking that mere institutional reform would save China. The failure of his reforms convinced revolutionaries such as Dr. Sun Yat-sen that the Manchu dynasty would have to be overthrown by means of violent revolution. The Qing government could not with stand with the influence of the Westerners. As a result the event brought about popular discontent among the people of China. In some areas the local people organized a revolt, as for instance the Boxer uprising, to check the influence of foreigners.
5. The Boxer Uprising

At the start of the twentieth century a xenophobic and superstitious popular movement was sweeping through northern and central China. Known in English as the Boxer Rebellion or the Boxer Uprising and initially in Chinese as Yihequan (more or less Righteous and Harmonious Fists), by the summer of 1900 its followers had surrounded foreign legations in Peking and were poised for the wholesale slaughter of foreign diplomats, businessmen, and missionaries. The Boxers, as they were called by Westerners, were practitioners of traditional Chinese martial arts who sought to eliminate foreigners and foreign influence in China. The movement was quelled in August 1900 when an allied force of almost 20,000 troops from several Western nations and Japan arrived in Peking and put the Boxers to flight, but not before 231 foreigners in several areas of northern China had been killed by the insurgents, including two medical missionaries educated at Princeton. The subsequent Boxer indemnity, which became an enormous burden for the Qing dynasty, proved to be one of the factors that led to its overthrow in 1911.
Nationalism and Social Revolution from the Foundation to 1945
A. October 1911 Revolution and the Foundation of Chinese Republic

During the first half of the 20th century, the old order in China gradually disintegrated, and turbulent preparations were made for a new society. Foreign political philosophies undermined the traditional governmental system, nationalism became the strongest activating force, and civil wars and Japanese invasion tore the vast country and retarded its modernization. 

Many Chinese worked long and hard to promote and achieve a revolution, but the most well-known of them all is undoubtedly Sun Yat-sen, a Chinese patriot and medical doctor born in Guangdong province in 1866. By 1895 he had abandoned his medical practice, and he went to Canton and Hong Kong to foment revolutionary sentiment. In 1905 Sun organized a union of Chinese fraternities called the Tongmenghui, or United Chinese League. Meanwhile, Sun’s supporters and other like-minded Chinese patriots were attempting to make several more uprisings in China. The last of the unsuccessful uprisings against the Manchus was attempted in the Canton suburb of Huanghuagang in April 1911, in which several dozen insurgents lost their lives. The uprising that touched off the revolution instead of being crushed as just another rebellion occurred on October 10, 1911, in the city of Wuhan, Hubei province. 

Wuhan was chosen because of its central location in China. Republican revolutionaries were in control of the city by noon, and two weeks later a neighboring province, Hunan, announced its break with the Qing. Other provinces quickly followed suit, and by December 1911, more than half of China had declared its independence from the Qing government. During this event Sun was in USA engaged for fund raising tasks and he did not returned back to China on that occasion. He continued to made efforts to secure American and European support for the new republican regime.

Although Sun was an effective agitator for revolution, he did not command as much military power as he would need to sustain a new republican regime once it was established. However, someone else had done it. He was an unscrupulous and conniving general named Yuan Shikai, who had long served the Manchus. After the success of the October 1911 revolution, Sun did not insist on becoming the president of the New Republic of China himself, but turned the presidency over to Yuan Shikai on February 2, 1912, one day after the final and official abdication of the last Manchu emperor.

Sun had wanted the capital of the republic to be in Nanjing. Because Beijing had been the capital of two conqueror dynasties (Mongol Yuan and Manchu Qing), he and other Chinese patriots antagonistic toward the Manchus wanted to relocate the nation’s capital to a city more identified with native Chinese rule i.e. Nanjing which was the capital of the early Ming and several native Chinese dynasties during the Period of Division. Yuan Shikai, however, wanted the capital to be located in his power base in Beijing, and Sun reluctantly assented to this. In one sense, Sun’s republican revolution was quite decisive—it ended over 250 years of Manchu imperial rule—but his revolution was not comprehensive. China needed more than an end to the ancient regime to become a functional republic: it needed a stable and functional government, which unfortunately neither Sun nor Yuan could provide. The results for China were tragic. Yuan made a mockery out of republican rule and soon scrapped it altogether in favor of a constitutional monarchy, with himself as head of state and head of government. His death in 1916 did little to prevent China from sliding into a decade of regional warlordism. Sun Yat-sen meanwhile retreated to Canton in southern China and tried in vain to rally China and the world to his cause. He died a disappointed and frustrated man in 1925, before his dream of seeing China unified under a strong and modern republican government could be realized. 
B. China and World War I

In 1916 Yuan was succeeded by Gen. Li Yuanhong who was vice president during Yuan’s rule. Some months after Li Yoanhong took presidency Chinese government was divided up on the issue of China’s entry to the world war. Li opposed the step, but Duan Qirui who was premier of China favored moving toward entry into the war. Parliamentary factions and public opinion were bitterly divided. When the United States entered the war in April 1917, Duan wished China to do the same but was again opposed by the president. Duan and his supporters demanded that China enter the war and that Li dissolve parliament. On May 23, 1917 Li dismissed Duan and called on Gen. Zhang Xun, a monarchist, to mediate. As a price for mediation, Zhang demanded that Li dissolve parliament, which he did reluctantly on June 13, 1917. The next day Zhang entered Beijing with an army and set about to restore the Qing dynasty. 

The action of Zhang caused severe public opposition in China.  Li refused to sign the restoration order provided by Zhang Xun and called on Duan who was dismissed by Li to bring an army to the capital in order to restore the republic. Duan captured Beijing on July 14 1917; Zhang fled to asylum in the Legation Quarter, and this ended a second attempt to restore the imperial system. Duan resumed the premiership. Opposed neither by Li nor by the dissolved parliament, Duan pushed through China’s declaration of war on Germany, announced on Aug. 14, 1917. The division over the entry of China to World War I further weakened and finally collapsed Yuan’s regime and driven China to warlordism.
C. The Warlord Period in China 

The collapse of Yuan’s regime led to a decade of chaos and division in China. It produced a power vacuum that no regime could hope to fill, and China disintegrated into several geopolitical regions, all more or less dominated by military commanders dubbed “warlords” by Western writers. The warlord period was so confusing that most foreign governments simply chose to recognize whichever regime occupied Beijing as the legitimate government of China. Duan’s action of China’s declaration of war on Germany on Aug. 14, 1917 and the popular recognition got from the allied powers was a good example. Warlords fought and allied with one another in an execrable and Byzantine pattern of intrigue, cooperation, and betrayal. Several civil wars between warlord armies raged, and almost invariably the warlords claimed to be fighting not for their own selfish purposes but for the good of China. 

The warlord period did not drag on forever. The geopolitical division and intellectual openness it fostered had both come to an end by 1927, when Chiang Kai-shek, one of Sun Yat-sen’s key generals, finally defeated most of the warlord regimes and more or less allied or entered into a state of detente with the rest of them. In achieving a nominal unification of China, Chiang Kai-shek also broke off all ties with the Chinese Communists. This led to periodic civil war in China until 1949 and the final Chinese Communist triumph.

D. The May Fourth Period 

The lack of an official ideology in China after the fall of the Qing certainly had its drawbacks, but in one way it helped the intellectual revolution. The very absence of an ideology fostered much debate and speculation about just what China’s guiding ideology should be. Because the warlord armies cared little for safeguarding any particular state orthodoxy or dogma, Chinese students and intellectuals during the warlord period were freer than ever before or since to speak their minds and earnestly discuss what philosophy or guiding system of thought China ought to espouse in building its future. Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought, which became China’s official state ideology in 1949, had its birth in the discussions among students and intellectuals during the May Fourth period.

The May Fourth period is so named because of a large, nationalistic protest movement against Japanese aggression that was held on May 4, 1919. Because the protest typified much of the nationalistic energy and intellectual openness of its time, the entire period between the late 1910s and early 1920s is now generally referred to as the May Fourth period. The Chinese of this time knew intuitively that their nation was at an intellectual and political crossroads, and what they discussed and wrote still has ramifications for China today. 

The epicenter of the May Fourth period in China was Peking University, or Beida, as it is usually abbreviated in Chinese. Beida was (and still is) the Harvard of China and it often set trends that other Chinese universities followed. Beida was an exciting and intellectually alive place. Many foreign intellectuals, including John Dewey and Bertrand Russell, traveled to China and spoke with interested and engaged students about the best alternatives for China’s future. During the May Fourth Period, Chinese students sampled many ideologies and “-isms,” including socialism, liberalism, anarchism, and even Social Darwinism. Some foreign intellectuals commented that there was much more interest in their ideas in China than there was in their own home countries.
E. Beginnings of a National Revolution in China 1920 –1945
This new revolution was led by the Nationalist Party (KMT) and the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). The emergency of the Nationalist Party: The Nationalist Party had its origins in the earlier United League (Tongmenghui) against the Qing dynasty. After Yuan Shikai betrayed Sun’s republican revolution, Sun once again went abroad for a time, seeking more funds from his followers and eventually regrouping them into a more tightly organized body, which he named the Nationalist Party or Guomindang (sometimes also known as the KMT, after the initials of its old-style spelling, Kuomintang). He eventually returned to China and established a government of his own in southern China to serve as an alternative to the various warlord-dominated regimes in Beijing. A parliament elected Sun president of a new southern regime, which claimed to be the legitimate government of China.

The name Nationalist Party was adopted in 1912. The party’s publications took on new life as the editors entered the current debates on what was needed to “save China.” Socialism was popular among Sun’s followers. However, the formation of an effective party took several years. In the spring of 1922 Sun attempted to launch a northern campaign as an ally of the Manchurian warlord, Zhang Zuolin, against the Zhili clique, which by now controlled Beijing. Chen, however, did not want the provincial revenues wasted in mutually destructive wars. One of Chen’s subordinates drove Sun from the presidential residence in Guangzhou on the night of June 15–16, 1922. Sun took refuge with the southern navy, and he retired to Shanghai on August 9 1922. He was able to return to Guangzhou in February 1923 and began to consolidate a base under his own control and to rebuild his party.
6. The Chinese Communist Party

The CCP grew directly from the May Fourth Movement. Its leaders and early members were professors and students who came to believe that China needed a social revolution and who began to see Soviet Russia as a model. Chinese students in Japan and France had earlier studied socialist doctrines and the ideas of Karl Marx, but the Russian Revolution of 1917 stimulated a fresh interest in keeping with the enthusiasm of the period for radical ideologies. Li Dazhao, the librarian of Peking University, and Chen Duxiu were the CCP’s cofounders.

The CCP held its First Congress in Shanghai in July 1921, with 12 or 13 attendants and with a Dutch communist—Hendricus Sneevliet, who used his Comintern name, Maring, in China—and a Russian serving as advisers. Maring had become head of a new bureau of the Comintern in China, and he had arrived in Shanghai in June 1921. At the First Congress, Chen Duxiu was chosen to head the party. The CCP spent the next two years recruiting, publicizing Marxism and the need for a national revolution directed against foreign imperialism and Chinese militarism, and organizing unions among railway and factory workers. 

7. Cooperation and Hostilities between KMT and CCP

Maring (a Comintern name for Dutch communist—Hendricus Sneevliet), was instrumental in bringing the KMT and the CCP together in a national revolutionary movement. The communists were in favor of the CCP and under their coaching through an organization known as communist international (Comintern), the CCP strategy was to split the KMT, drive out its conservative members, and turn it to an ever-more-radical course.  

They planned to use Dr. Sun Yat-sen (leader of KMT) to accomplish the bourgeois revolution and then dispose of him after he outlived his usefulness and a new socialist revolution had taken hold in China. On the contrary Dr. Sun Yat-Sen had no interest and clearly rejected communism as unsuitable for China. He was, however, interested in working with the Communists temporarily in order to achieve his immediate objective of toppling the warlord-dominated governments in China and achieving real and lasting national unification. Hence, the two parties wanted to work together to achieve their hidden far reaching agenda and moved as if both of them were doing well for the success of the national revolution. 

In 1923 a coalition of the two parties was set up. But the coalition did not last long and sever civil war emerged between the CCP and KMT. In 1924 the KMT party was reorganized. Sun was designated as leader of the party and had veto rights over its decisions. 

From February to November 1924, Sun and his colleagues had some success in making the KMT’s influence felt nationally. After Sun’s death the KMT went through a period of inner conflict. The KMT and CCP competed for direction of nationalist policy, control of mass organizations, and recruitment of new members. As a result disunity continued between the CCP and the KMT. The interest to reunify china under one ideology failed. The advent of the II W.W made the situations in China more complex for nationalist Chinese revolutionaries. 

After Sun Yat-Sen’s death in 1925, Chiang Kai-shek one of Sun Yat-Sen’s military generals took the position to led KMT. The KMT, from its base at Guangzhou, launched expeditions against warlords to reunify china. Chiang Kai-shek was able to defeat most of the warlord regimes and more or less allied or entered into a state of detente with the rest of them, and a nominal unification of China was achieved in 1927.The KMT was also successful to force the communists to flee. The KMT controlled Beijing in June 1928.Three months after the fall of Beijing to the nationalists i.e. on Oct. 1928, the KMT formally established a reorganized National Government of the Republic of China, with its capital at Nanjing. The new government faced most serious immediate problem such as the continuing military separatism, the war with the CCP, and foreign invasion.

8. The Sino-Japanese War from 1931-1945

For Japan, Manchuria was regarded as vital. Many Japanese had acquired a sense of mission that Japan should lead Asia against the West. The Great Depression had hurt Japanese business, and there was deep social unrest. Such factors influenced many army officers especially officers of the Kwantung Army, which protected Japan’s leasehold in the Liaodong Peninsula and the South

Manchurian Railway - to regard Manchuria as the area where Japan’s power must be consolidated. In September 1931 a group of officers in the Kwantung Army set in motion a plot to compel the Japanese government to extend its power in Manchuria. The Japanese government was drawn step by step into the conquest of Manchuria and the creation of a regime known as Manchukuo. China was unable to prevent Japan from seizing this vital area. During the first year of the undeclared war, Japan won victory after victory against sometimes stubborn Chinese resistance.

In 1937 Japan launched full scale invasion of China. Popular pressure increased in China to end internal fighting and unite against Japan. Thus, in 1937 the KMT and CCP formed a united front to oppose Japan. China’s standing armies in 1937 numbered some 1.7 million men, with a half million in reserve. Japan’s naval and air superiority was unquestioned, but Japan could not commit its full strength to campaigns in China; the main concern of the Japanese army was the Soviet Union, while for the Japanese navy it was the United States. Though China supported by Soviet Union confronted the Japanese army, Japan continued to win important victories. By mid-1938 Japanese armies controlled the railway lines and major cities of northern China. The Chinese government and military command moved to Chongqing (Chungking) in Sichuan, farther up the Yangtze and behind a protective mountain screen.
In 1938 the Nationalist government had lost the best of its modern armies, its air force and arsenals, most of China’s modern industries and railways, its major tax resources and all the ports through which military equipment and civilian supplies might be imported. The Chinese free government continued its struggle to liberate Chinese areas lost to Japan, but it could not achieve this objective untill1945.There were several factors for the easy failure of the Chinese army. Among others, corruption, lack of modern military technology, and internal disunity are mentionable. For instance, after their initial cooperation, the animosity between KMT and CCP continued. Then, although both sides continued to resist Japan, they concentrated more on preparing for their eventual conflict with each other. This factor helped the Japanese army to easily beat the Chinese army in several battle fields. 

During the war period, the communists made major gains in territory, military forces, and party membership. They built a strong army known as the Red Army from peasants. The CCP membership grew significantly. Contrary to Marx and Lenin, Mao glorified Peasants as the true masses. When the war with Japan was over in 1945, the KMT emerged from the war in a weakened state. Inflation was major reason, because the KMT government printed more currency to finance war time operations as it lost the main sources of income to the Japanese. The financial problem caused official corruption and a loss of morale in the KMT armed forces and alienation of the civilian population. When the WW II ended both the CCP and the KMT were rearmed by the USSR and USA respectively, and a civil war was intensified in China in 1945.

Chapter two: India 
Colonial Administration, Economy and Mutiny until WWI
 Colonial Administrative Policy 
The British East India Company came to dominate India through its clever use of political strategy, intrigue (a secret planning to harm other group) and military force. In 1858 India became a colony of the British Empire. Powerful nations, including England, Spain, Portugal, France and Holland, had used their financial and military power to establish colonies in Asia, Africa and the Americas. Many colonies, such as in North America and in Australia, were created by military conquest. The conquerors drove out or killed the native peoples, whom they regarded as subhuman. They then settled the land with immigrants from their own countries. Other colonies, such as India, were first opened through trade and commerce which eventually led to their foreign economic domination and political control. England’s colonies included India, Burma, Ceylon, Malaysia, Singapore and many of other territories large and small worldwide. The English defended their conquests by claiming that they were a superior race with a noble mission: to spread Western civilization. While England profited from its colonies, the colonies suffered oppression and disease. In the 19th century, the British did bring notable advances of the Industrial Revolution to India. But a century of British rule drove a wealthy and vital India into poverty and weakness. 
Since from the starting, the British colonial administration policy choices could be classified in to three broad phases. The first, the Permanent Settlement in Bengal, was concerned with one task: tax collection. The second, the experience of the “mature” Raiyatwari system, reflected the increasing administrative capacity of the colonial state, and its ability to intervene more extensively at lower levels of the agrarian structure. In the third phase, after the rebellion of 1857, political concerns repeatedly came to the fore: the state was willing to abandon cherished notions of political economy and curb market transactions, thereby altering some of the rights granted earlier. 
Bengal was the first region in India to come under direct rule of the East India Company, in 1765. After operating as a trading concern, acknowledging the authority of the Nawab of Bengal and the Mughal emperor in Delhi, the East India Company took an important step towards political power by winning the famous Battle of Plassey in 1757. After installing a series of client rulers, the Company took formal authority in 1765, becoming the Diwan of Bengal, thereby acquiring the right to collect land taxes. The Company’s initial intention was to operate with a low profile, and not emphasize its new-found political power.
The administrative challenge for the East India Company was not trivial. The area to be governed was vast, and its own European staff was miniscule in comparison. Therefore, in all its activities, whether in administration or trade, the Company was dependent on local intermediaries. Intermediaries were also critical because of their knowledge of the local environment. For tax collection natural intermediaries were “zamindars,” who had collected revenues for the Nawabs of Bengal. The zamindars were a diverse group. Some who had enormous estates, military capacity, and judicial and administrative responsibilities might well be called “feudatory chiefs.” Others operated on a much smaller scale and might fit the more conventional definition of “landlord.” The zamindars were, however, only the first tier in the agrarian hierarchy. The land on which they collected taxes might well be in the hands of “jotedars,” who had secure occupancy rights to their land, at customary rents. Jotedars could be quite powerful at the village level, and might have tenants of their own. In short, the agrarian hierarchy was complex, with several possible intermediaries between the Zamindar and the actual tiller of the soil.

In 1789 ten-year agreements were made with zamindars, but in the famous Proclamation of 1793 it was declared that “at the expiration of the term of settlement no alteration will be made in the assessment which they have respectively engaged to pay, but they and their heirs and lawful successors will be allowed to hold their estates at such assessment forever. If the zamindar failed to pay his tax, his property would “invariably” be sold. Some writers argued that zamindars would turn into “economical landlords and careful trustees of the public interest.  If the property rights of the zamindar were to be secure they had to be protected, even from the state. Under the Permanent Settlement the practice of the “Collector,” (the Company official in charge of land-revenues at the district-level) also having judicial authority in the event of disputes was eliminated. 
Zamindar-Tenant Relations in Bengal

The Proclamation of 1793 paid lip-service to tenant security and protection from arbitrary rent increases. The Company did not have the administrative capacity to intervene at that level of detail, and in any case tax collection was the priority. But zamindars could pay taxes only if they extract rents from tenants. Corporal punishment and jailing of defaulting tenants was common in pre-colonial Bengal. To deal with their problems in revenue collection zamindars sometimes used a middleman, who, in turn, was given a perpetual lease and a fixed rent, thereby “subcontracting a Permanent Settlement.” As population and cultivated area grew, it became easier for the administration to collect the fixed taxes assigned in 1793. Zamindars made liberal use of their coercive powers, and tenant protection, which had been discussed all along, eventually came to the forefront due to fears of agrarian unrest, and the evident failure of the Permanent Settlement to promote agricultural growth. This led to the passing of the Bengal Rent Act of 1859.

In the 1859 Act criteria were laid down for the identification of "occupancy tenants" who would, in principle, have security of tenure, and protection from arbitrary rent increases. Occupancy rights, which were permanent and inheritable, were given when the tenant had occupied the same piece of land for twelve years. Rent increases had to be justified on the grounds that the prevailing rate was lower than that paid by similar properties close by, or because the value of the produce had increased for reasons other than the exertions of the tenant. The occupancy tenant himself could sub-let the land, and the Act did not protect his tenant.  

Tenancy Act of 1885 was eventually passed. The Act of 1885 limited rental increases to 12.5%, with no further increases allowed for 15 years. As Indians began to play a role in provincial governance, zamindars continued to be influential, and occupancy tenants became more powerful, but the actual cultivator did not have much Support. Thus, colonial era tenancy legislation in Bengal strengthened the position of substantial landholders in the village vis-à-vis the zamindar, but still left the lowest tier of the agrarian hierarchy unprotected.
2.1.1.2 The Raiyatwari System
Zamindars were, facing severe pressure from peasants deserted in some regions. Far from becoming progressive capitalist farmers, many zamindars simply rented their lands to others, who in turn sub-let it, creating a chain of intermediaries between the zamindar and the final cultivator; a phenomenon historian have called “sub-infeudation.”  It did not take long for a competing administrative model to emerge. As the British East Indian Company gained control of various parts of South India, some Company officials resisted the imposition of the zamindari system. The figure most closely associated with the alternative model, “Raiyatwari,” which developed by Thomas Munro, originally a military officer, who moved into an administrative position in the 1790’s. Munro viewed the land rights and the judicial system associated with the Permanent Settlement as inconsistent with prevailing institutions and norms in India. For Munro ideally the title and the tax assignment would be with the cultivator himself, not with an intermediary like the zamindar. He also objected to the exclusion of Indians from the upper levels of the judiciary, and favored an active role for them. 

The Raiyatwari-Zamindari distinction is a central organizing idea in Indian agrarian history. However, the sheer diversity of pre-existing arrangements, and the political need to compromise with existing landed interests meant that, in practice, both systems could deviate from norm. In particular, in the raiyatwari areas the government’s agreement could be with a member of the village elite holding a substantial amount of land (cultivated by tenants) rather than with a cultivator. A category of large-scale landholding known as inam (reward or gift), which was charged low tax rates, was also recognized by the Company administration. Therefore, intermediaries between the cultivator and the state continued to be important. The phenomenon of land transfer, could be very unequal (and tenancy important) even in the raiyatwari areas.
Chapter Two : India

Colonial Economic policy 
Agricultural
Over the nineteenth century Indian agriculture was increasingly commercialized. Crops like cotton, indigo, and opium were grown for sale in distant markets, and the area under cultivation increased. This process was supported by the expansion of credit markets.  Commercialization had the potential to raise incomes: wages would rise in a labor abundant economy selling a labor-intensive product. But the downside was that commodity markets were volatile, and peasants, especially those in debt, could suffer severely in downturns. Some Indian historians have also argued that peasants were forced to cultivate commercial crops at un-remunerative rates as in the case (for instance) of indigo. The greater formalism and cost associated with dispute resolution would likely leave the peasant at a disadvantage.
In this environment, in the second half of the nineteenth century, a controversy emerged regarding the “problem” of land transfer from traditional landowners to non-cultivating traders/moneylenders. Fears that this would cause political unrest were heightened by the rebellion of 1857. 

After a period of high land taxation, there was some moderation mid-century onwards, and the agrarian economy expanded: population, cultivated area, and commercial agriculture grew. This growth was supported by the expansion of credit, with the arrival of immigrant traders/lenders from further north.  This was done because of the systematic creation of a documented individual property right in land. But critics also aimed their fire at the legal system, arguing that it had undermined till now harmonious relations between moneylender and peasant.

From as early as 1852, British officials worried that the peasants were not sophisticated enough to handle their new credit opportunities. They were borrowing too much, and were being taken advantage of by unscrupulous lenders. Still, when the Civil War in the 1860’s stopped supply of cotton from the United States, the region experienced a boom in cotton production, and substantial increase in borrowing. When the boom ended, indebted peasants found lenders unwilling to extend further credit. 
The Rise of a Modern Industrial Sector
The other major economic development in India was the rise of a modern industrial sector. From the 1850s, when the first major industries were started, to 1914, India had the world’s largest jute-manufacturing industry, the fourth-to-fifth largest cotton-textiles industry, a modern iron- and steel-manufacturing sector, and the third largest railway network. The jute industry was initiated, managed, and entirely controlled by Europeans. Every mill (except one started by an American group in 1914) was promoted by Englishmen or Scotsmen. The mills were typically initiated as rupee firms, although a few (nine of the sixty-four existing in 1914) started as sterling ventures. Rupee companies tended to be financed mainly by investors in India; sterling companies probably obtained much of their initial capital in Britain, but they also offered blocks of shares for sale in India. In all cases, most of the capital came from British investors – civil servants, other officials, and merchants. 
The modern cotton-textile industry began in western India about the time the jute industry was established in Bengal. Whereas the jute industry was dominated by non-Indians, the cotton industry was essentially Indian in origin, largely controlled by Indian investors, and increasingly administered by Indian managers and technicians. Given the widespread impression that India’s industrial development was impossible because of implacable British hostility to Indian competition, India’s cotton-mill history seems particularly paradoxical; it flourished despite competing against the most important, the most internationally aggressive and politically most powerful industry in Britain. Its rapid expansion began only after 1870, yet by 1910 the Indian industry had become one of the worlds largest.

The establishment of India’s modern iron- and steel-producing unit at Jamshedpur in Bihar in the early years of the twentieth century owed a great deal to the vision of J.N. Tata, probably the most creative of the first generation of Indian industrial entrepreneurs. Only then did the Tatas turn to India, and the Tata Iron & Steel Company (TISCO) was registered in August 1907 with a nominal capital of 23.2 million rupees (approximately 1.6 million British pounds), and the entire amount was subscribed to the Bombay firm by some eight thousand people in three weeks. 
India’s overall industrial growth, which continued during the interwar years, should not be overstressed. Modern industrial processes did not spread easily from region to region or sector to sector, and the total effect was not cumulative. At the time of independence, India was still largely non-industrial and one of the world’s poorest areas. Most interpretations have attributed the limited scale of modern industrial development either to British policy, which inhibited local initiative, or to the Indian value system and social structure, which diminished entrepreneurial drives. 
Then, during the next 150 years, various necessary but insufficient elements of economic expansion were introduced. Most of the economic changes were not only limited in scale and scope, they also generated contradictory features that did not promote widespread economic success.
The 1857 Revolt (Sepoy Mutiny)

The East India Company dominated India until the 1850s. A huge uprising in 1857 led to the direct and official takeover of India by the British government. Many Indians were unhappy with the Company. It took over previously independent kingdoms within India. Its economic policies made most people poor. Its British run police and law courts were inadequate or corrupt. Within their army, the British officers had little respect for their Indian soldiers or sepoys, and in some cases promoted their conversion to Christianity.
A relatively simple incident triggered the massive revolt. A new type of greased cartridge was issued for the sepoys’ Enfield rifles. Word spread that the grease was beef and pork fat. To load a cartridge, one had to bite off the greased tip. The sepoys refused to use them: the Hindus because they considered the cow sacred; the Muslims because they considered the pig unclean. The sepoys mutinied (a revolt by soldiers or sailors against their officers), attacking and killing their British officers. The revolt spread across North India, as Hindus and Muslims, elites and commoners, joined forces against the British. Many landlords, left impoverished, joined the rebellion. Within a year, the British ruthlessly crushed the revolt, killing hundreds of thousands (some say millions) of soldiers and civilians. Stories (some true, some false) of British women and children being killed by the rebels inflamed public opinion in England. Charles Dickens, author of A Christmas Carol and other famous stories, wrote that if he were commander-in-chief in India he would “strike that Oriental Race . . . proceeding, with merciful swiftness of execution, to blot it out of mankind and raze it off the face of the Earth.” Although Dickens championed the poor in England and opposed slavery in America, he held a rabidly racist view of Indians. The British were shocked by the uprising, which recalled the American Revolution. To protect their power, investment and income, they tightened their grip on the subcontinent by transferring rule from the East India Company to the British government.

Post Mutiny and British Raji till WWI
The new government of India was called the Raj, a Sanskrit word meaning to reign or rule. Its first steps were to ensure that no future rebellion would take place. The ratio of English soldiers in the army was greatly increased. Sepoys of various castes, religions and regions were assigned to separate units to prevent possible conspiracy. The population was disarmed. Ownership of guns was allowed by license only. Generally, Indians had no rights and no voice in their own rule. The Raj expanded the rail and road system which allowed duty-free British products to be sold all over India. This, unfortunately, caused the collapse of major native industries such as cotton textiles. Tax revenues from agriculture and industry that should have benefitted India instead went to England. Between 1770 and 1857, mismanagement worsened the effects of twelve major famines and many minor ones. According to official figures, 28 million Indians starved to death between 1854 and 1901. India’s share of world income shrank from 22.6% in 1700 to 3.8% in 1952. As early as the 1820s, many Indians wrote about the need to end British rule in India. The peaceful demand for freedom by nationalist political organizations continued decade after decade, at times turning into violent but unsuccessful uprisings.
Apart from the areas under British rule, there were many parts in India that were ruled by rajas and maharajas. There were 562 such large and small kingdoms in India. They had accepted the sovereignty of the British but when the British began to leave India the kings wanted to rule their kingdoms separately and independently. But in these kingdoms, too, there had been movements of common people, who wanted the rule of the rajas, zamindars, and jagirdars to come to an end. They too wanted to participate in a national government elected by the people. They wanted to ensure and protect the democratic rights of the people. In 1947-48, the new free government of India included these separate big and small kingdoms into the state of India. There were some kings who did not agree to this and the task of getting them around was accomplished by sending the army into their kingdoms. Rajas and nawabs were removed and put on pensions. This pension was known as the privy purse. 

On April 13, 1919, British General Dyer led an attack upon a peaceful political meeting of unarmed men, women and children at Jallianwala Bagh in Amritsar. In ten minutes, 400 people were shot dead and 1,200 seriously injured. Instead of being punished for his crime, Dyer was honored as a hero. Thus, ruthless massacre in Amritsar convinced Gandhi that only a mass struggle against foreign rule would save India and opened the road to independence movement.  From 1920 on, he led a national movement for freedom based on his philosophy of nonviolent resistance called satyagraha, “force of truth.” Indian nationalists stopped cooperating with the government, refused to pay taxes and burned English goods in public. Gandhi and his followers were repeatedly beaten and jailed. During the freedom movement, Hindus and Muslims disagreed about the democratic government they hoped to build. Muslims did not want to be a permanent minority in India and demanded their own country, an idea that Gandhi opposed.
CHAPTER THREE: JAPAN
Japan before the Meiji Restoration 

Since 1603-1867 Japan was ruled by Tokugawa Shogunate the dynasty of military dictators. Before the Tokugawa, Japan’s imperial power was weakened and regional lords were strong. Hence, in the late of the 16th century regional lords were in continuous struggle to control the wearing down imperial power. From among the regional lords, the Tokugawa rose as a dominant military group and reunified Japan under one military government. The founder of the Tokugawa organized new laws to regulate the court and the military clans, and laid the foundations that sustained Japan for over 250 years of peace and stability.

The Tokugawa had got legal confirmation from the emperor of Japan in 1603 and ruled Japan up to 1867. During this period of Japan’s history the emperor had nominal power where as the Tokugawa shoguns (military rulers) with the real power had been ruling Japan until the Imperial order was restored in 1868.The Tokugawa Shogunat’s rule was also known as the Edo period. The Edo period was characterized by peace, prosperity, and progress to Japan. Throughout the period, however, Japan remained closed to outside contact and constricted by a rigid class hierarchy. 

The arrival of westerners had helped generate a national consciousness in Japan, aided by the process of reunification that followed shortly afterwards. Japanese world-maps of the time show Japan – not China – as the centre of the world. Clearly, for the time being at least, Tokugawa Japan was not interested in too much involvement with the lesser nations of its world. A closed country was also a much safer country for its Tokugawa rulers. This perception led the Tokugawa shogunate to follow a closed door policy.

 During this time foreigners were persecuted and Christianity was suppressed until the second half of the 19th century when Japan was humiliated by the western power and forced to reopen its door. Besides to the persecution of foreigners the Tokugawa shogunate utilized other mechanisms of control to make the close door policy effective.  These  includes; the enforced alternate attendance of daimyo at the shogunate base in Edo, strategic redistribution of domains, hierarchical separation of the classes, restrictions on travel and transport, curfews, monitoring, collective responsibility, and minute prescriptions even for everyday living. Breach of regulation usually meant harsh punishment.

In addition to its closed door policy the Tokugawa shogunate was also characterized by a rigid class hierarchy. The Shoguns and Samurai had been placed at the upper strata of Japan’s Tokugawa society. The Shogun was the military governor of Japan where as Samurai were the warrior class of Japan from 11thc-19th c. As the country entered an enduring phase of stability and peace, without even any real foreign threat, warriors became superfluous. 

They became bureaucrats and administrators. Their battles became mere paper wars. These men who occupied the top class in the social order were acutely embarrassed by their almost parasitic life. They seized the least chance for real action to prove their courage, and they went to almost absurd lengths to justify their existence. As a rather ironic result, it was during this age of the redundant samurai that some of the clearest expressions of the samurai ideal, bushido (‘way of the warrior’) were emerged.

The children of samurai and nobles were educated at home or at special domain schools and wealthy merchants also set up private schools. Increasingly the children of other classes had the opportunity to study at small schools known as terakoya (literally ‘temple-child building’). These were originally set up under the auspices of village temples, but soon spread to the towns.

 Economically, Tokugawa Japan was preoccupied in agricultural, manufacturing (limited scale) and trading activities. For larger part of the Tokugawa Japan, the relative peace and stability allowed the prosperity of the economy. Towns sprang up along the routes taken by the daimyo (feudal lord) and their processions to provide for their many needs. Exchange centers developed where daimyo representatives could convert their domain’s rice crop into cash. And despite the restrictions on travel, and the harshness of punishments for town dwellers, many peasants flocked to the towns to seek their fortune amidst all this new economic activity.

These various towns’ people helped form a new and vibrant culture. Their dynamism helped offset the staid orthodoxy preferred by the Shogunate. Wealthy merchants in particular played a part in this new bourgeois culture.

Though there was peace, stability and economic prosperity during the early 18th century, the Japanese doubts about the Tokugawa shogunate intensified with the revival of Shinto, and early texts associated with it such as the Kojiki. Shinto and the Kojiki were seen as something purely Japanese, and became part of kokugaku (‘national learning’). In some ways, this was a continuation of the emergence of national consciousness, prodded by the occasional reminder of the outside world in the form of castaways, or foreign ships seeking reprovisioning rights or similar. 

The early 18th century, in the history of Japan, was also witnessed with population levels off, economic prosperity and the spread of education. The promotion of Confucianism by the government, intended to support orthodoxy and order, had contributed for improvement of educational levels and critical thinking. Through its emphasis on the emperor as supreme ruler it also raised questions as to the legitimacy of the shogunate. Partly as a reaction against what was seen as too much Chinese influence, a nationalist spirit also emerged, one that looked to the past and centred on Shinto and the emperor. However, these developments were not helpful to the Tokugawa shogunate which was also plagued by corruption and incompetence. These developments had contributed for the rising of public dissatisfaction towards the Tokugawa shogunate. 

To stabilize riots and peoples doubt, the Tokugawa rulers persecuted foreigners, as they did during the early–mid-seventeenth century, for reasons the shoguns suspected the foreigners as the cause of the doubt and public dissatisfaction. Yet, in the mid-nineteenth century western power and influence was more than the control of Japan. Europeans demanded trade and other rights, and forced treaties that were humiliating to Japan. Such endogenous and exogenous factors had forced the Tokugawa Shogunate to hand over its authority and an imperial power was restored in the second half of the 19th c.

 The Meiji Restoration

The Shogunate’s inability to solve domestic grievances, and  to defend the nation against foreign threat, despite the shogun’s supposed role as military protector, opened the way for an effective coup by those ‘outer domains’ long opposed to it, especially Satsuma and Choshu. Their action was a mixture of opportunism and genuine nationalism. The last shogun was forced to resign early in 1868. A teenage emperor was ‘restored’ to power by samurai from these domains, heralding a new period in Japan’s history. This teenage was known as Mutsuhito and became emperor of Japan from (1867-1912), taking the name Meiji (“enlightened rule”). The accession of Meiji to the throne marked the beginning of a national revolution known as the Meiji Restoration. Although the emperor in time became an influential force in the government, he functioned mainly as a symbol of national unity, leaving the actual business of governing to his ministers. During his reign, Japan became an industrial power able to compete with the nations of the West. After Japan was forced to open its ports to Western trade during the 1850s and 1860s, many influential Japanese decided that the country needed both a stronger government and the West's superior technology if it was to avoid foreign domination.  Hence, the Meiji government had taken reforms to modernize Japan. Below is a brief description of the major historical developments in Meiji Japan.

Japanese Modernization and Expansion

In order to modernize Japan in the economic, social, political and technological fields, Meiji government had taken certain reforms and changes. They replaced the earlier xenophobic catchphrase with more pragmatic and constructive slogans such as ‘Wakon Yosai’ (‘Japanese spirit, Western learning’). In other expression unlike the previous Tokugawa Dynasty the Meiji government followed an open door policy. This approach to modernization was – ironically but almost certainly consciously – similar to that of governments of the ancient Yamato and Nara periods. The past was a useful lesson for the modern. The Meiji government selected a single capital to hub centralized power, unlike to the ‘dual capitals’ of Edo and Kyoto. Edo was chosen, and given a new name Tokyo (‘eastern capital’). The emperor moved there from Kyoto in 1869. The new Grand Council was also based there. 
I. Legal Reform
 Japan's legal system was reformed. Local and regional courts, presided over by appointed judges, had been created in 1871 to replace: the judicial arrangements of the Bakufu and domains. A Supreme Court was added in 1875. In 1886 the justice minister's power to remove or dismiss judges was restricted, and from 1890 judges were appointed for life, subject to competitive examination. To this extent the judiciary was made independent of politics. The law was meanwhile being changed to bring it as far as possible into line with that of the West. A criminal code was drafted under a French adviser between 1875 and 1877, though it took another five years to get it through the processes of scrutiny. For commercial law Japan looked to Germany for advice. In1889 Japan introduced a written constitution which enabled to have international recognition.

II. Political Reform
It would be helpful to Japan to play along at least. It was clear that democracy, like its bed-fellow self-help, should be promoted, but in a controlled fashion and within limits. By 1880 there were some 150 local popular rights societies. In the following year the Liberal Party (Jiyuto) was founded – Japan’s first major political party. And just a year later the Constitutional Reform Party (Rikken Kaishinto) a second major party, calling for a British-style constitution and parliament, was formed.

The general mood of the government leaders was pro-German, and not as pro-British as was commonly believed. Because a German/Prussian-style constitution would retain considerable power for the emperor (or those advising him) and limit party involvement in cabinets. German influence already prevailed in the military, and was also to prevail in the legal code. To this end Itō Hirobumi (1841-1909), Japanese statesman, went to Europe in the following year to study various constitutions, confirmed his preference for the Prussian model. When he was return to Japan worked on the draft constitution with a number of appropriate German advisers. Work on the draft constitution went relatively slowly, at a speed Ito preferred. It gave him time to put in place safeguards to counterbalance the imminent risky experiment in democracy. In 1884 he created a peerage to fill the seats in the anticipated House of Peers, most peers being former daimyo. He himself was eventually to attain the highest rank, prince. In 1885 the senate was replaced by a cabinet comprising ministry heads, who were largely the oligarchs themselves. Ito himself took the position of prime minister, the first person in Japan’s history to occupy this western-style position.

The finished document, the first ever full and formal constitution adopted outside the western world, was promulgated on 11 February 1889. The constitution was in some ways a step forward for democracy, it still left the oligarchs, who acted in the name of the emperor, with the upper hand. It allowed the popular parties to have their say, but did not oblige the oligarchs to listen. It did not allow for effective party government.

III. Economic Reforms 
Japan’s economic development was another aspect of the nation’s modernization that impressed westerners. The government nationalized the nation’s land a policy which was similar to Nara-style policy (land policy of 8th century Japan). The former shogunate’s territory, which accounted for about a quarter of the land, was the first to be nationalized. Then, in March 1869 the Satsuma-Choshu government leaders persuaded the daimyo of their home domains to return their territories to the emperor, for reorganization into prefectures. Other daimyo soon followed suit. In some cases the relinquishing of their territory was not done with complete goodwill, though they did not wish to incur the displeasure of the government and had little real choice in the matter. In August 1871, the government went a step further, legally abolishing the domains and replacing them with prefecture.

A number of financial reforms were also carried out. A modern mint was set up, along with a modern banking system, and a standardized decimal currency was established based on the yen.    

A particularly important financial reform was the introduction of a fixed land tax in July 1873, based on a percentage of the assessed value of a given plot of land. This replaced the former feudal system of variable tax linked to the harvest. Ownership of a given plot of land was now deemed to lie with the person (usually head of family) who had traditionally paid the tax on the harvest from it. This reform helped provide greater incentive to increase productivity. However, it had less desirable effect of increasing the rate of tenancy up to as high as 40 per cent, since poorer farmers in bad years were forced to mortgage their land in order to pay the tax.

Throughout the Meiji period the government played an important guiding role in the economy, developing and maintaining relations with the business world, and offering assistance in areas it favored and to those companies it favored. The exact nature of that role is the subject of considerable debate.

Japan already had a number of key factors of production in place at the start of the period, and it made the most of these, as well as developing others. It had:

· A large , an educated workforce, and  generally obedient workforce;

· an agricultural workforce of such size that a significant portion could be shifted into the industrial sector;

· accumulated capital in the private sector (mostly merchants);

· established business practices of some sophistication;

With the help of western advisers and technology, and a good measure of ‘Japanese-style’ government guidance and support, Japan was able to capitalize the existing strengths and become a significant economic power in a very short space of time. By the end of the Meiji period it was established as a processing nation with a developing heavy industrial sector.

Japan had missed out on the Industrial Revolution, but on the other hand it benefited from being a ‘late developer’. It could make use of ‘state of the art’ technology that other nations had only developed after a century or more of costly trial and error.

Despite the government’s hopes and efforts the economy did not fare too well in the early years of Meiji, and the nation was facing a financial crisis by the end of the 1870s. Causes includes ; the poor performance of some of the government’s own enterprises, heavy expenditure on foreign advisers, the payments to former daimyo and samurai, the expenses incurred in the Satsuma Rebellion of 1877, inflation, and a relative lack of hard currency to back up paper currency. As one counter-measure the government announced in 1880 the sale of non-strategic government run industries. Besides, the government established a central bank (the Bank of Japan, in 1882) and a budget surplus that would build up hard-currency reserves. The tight measures caused some hardship in the agricultural sector in particular, but on the other hand this helped shift labour into the more modern industrial sector. By 1886 Japan had a stable financial system, with low interest rates, and the economy entered an upswing (increase). Despite the advance of industrialization, the Meiji economy overall was dominated by agriculture, which occupied more than half of the workforce throughout the period. 
Nevertheless, the value of agriculture as a proportion of Gross Domestic Product fell steadily, from 42 per cent in 1885 to 31 percent at the end of Meiji. By contrast, the manufacturing sector’s proportion over the same period more than doubled from 7 per cent to 16 per cent. Within manufacturing sector, the light industry of textiles was particularly important. The government promoted domestic textile production as a means of cutting down on imports, often encouraging potential entrepreneurs by providing cheap equipment. Mill owners could also make use of very lowly paid female labour, and could locate their premises in rural centers. This meant cheap site costs and ready access to local agricultural workers wanting convenient by-employment. Textile output rose from around 25 percent of total manufacturing output in 1880 to 40 percent over the next 20 years. 

In the 1870, Japan was overwhelmingly an importer of manufactured goods (91 per cent of all imports, of which most were textiles) and an exporter of primary products (including raw silk, 42 percent of total exports). By the First World War, just after the end of Meiji, this was reversed. By that stage more than 50 percent of all imports were primary products, and around 90 per cent of all exports were manufactured goods (of which around half were textiles).

IV. Social Reforms
The new government abolished the restrictive class system to pave the way for modernization. The classes were restructured into kazoku (nobles, including daimyo), shizoku (samurai), and heimin (commoners), with the imperial family constituting an additional separate ‘class’, kozoku. In 1870 commoners were officially allowed surnames. In 1871 the eta and hinin outcasts were in theory disestablished as specific sub-classes and given full equality with commoners, though in practice discrimination remained strong.

Probably the biggest blow to the old class system was the phased elimination of the samurai class. Practically, the upheaval of the restoration left most samurai with no real occupation, even of a bureaucratic nature. They were increasingly expected to sustain for themselves by finding some new form of employment. To replace feudal warrior class the new regime announced a conscription law announced in December 1872 and published in January 1873, which ordered men, regardless of social origin, were to be called to the colors at the age of twenty to serve three years, followed by four years in the reserve. This gave the regime an army of its own. Training and organization were to be western style, planned and initially supervised by officers from France and Germany.

Besides to abolishment of the restrictive class system, the government took strong measures in the provision of social services such as universal education. By as early as 1879 almost two-thirds of all boys and one-quarter of all girls were receiving education to at least elementary school level. 

Initially many school texts were translations of western texts, and students were therefore exposed to such ideas as egalitarianism and individual rights. However it was opposed by the emperor, because he came to the conclusion that the adoption of things western had gone too far, and at the expense of values such as filial piety. From this point, guided by the imperial tutor and Confucianist Motoda Eifu (1818–91), education was to give increasing importance to appropriate moral instruction, and especially to Confucianist and nationalist/Shinto values. The state was to exert increasing influence over the selection of texts, till by the end of Meiji it had total control. 

The flag of Japan started to appear at the head of each chapter of each text. The singing of morally uplifting songs was introduced into school assemblies. This style was part of protecting the indigenous knowledge of Japan, and indicates Japanese open-door policy was within limit. 

A major move was the issuing, in October 1890, of the Imperial Rescript on Education, which was in practice drafted largely by Motoda Eifu and Yamagata Aritomo. It was intended as a message for society at large, not just those in schools. The Rescript did not use alarmist terminology about the foreign threat. But it did give people a nationalistic sense of purpose, for even those who failed to make a dazzling success in business or any specific field could still feel they had achieved something by faithfully serving the emperor and his family-nation

Contrary to this, the government introduced good western ideas that better advance Japan. Western-inspired changes in everyday life were numerous and often bewildering. From 1 January 1873 the western solar (Gregorian) calendar was adopted in place of the old lunar one, meaning that dates now ‘advanced’ by between three and six weeks. Telegraphs started operating in 1869 and a postal service in 1871. Modern-style newspapers proliferated from the early 1870s, Western dress became fashionable among progressives, and in 1872 became compulsory for government officials (including on ceremonial occasions) and civil servants such as postmen. Western-style haircuts also became increasingly fashionable, and a popular symbol of modernity. Beef-eating too was popular among progressives – the supposedly ‘traditional’ Japanese dish of sukiyaki developed from this – and specialist restaurants sprang up to cater to them and to the increasing number of foreigners. 

Improved transportation technologies facilitated the interaction of the people. The government attached great importance to transport development, for it recognized its infrastructural value to the economy and general strength of the nation. The greatest of all physical symbols of modernization was perhaps the railway. Japan’s first railway was opened in May 1872, between the foreign settlement of Yokohama and Shinagawa, and the track was extended to Tokyo’s Shinbashi in September that year. Between 1870 and 1874 one-third of the state’s investments were in railway construction alone. The social commentator Tsuda Mamichi (1829–1903) wrote in June 1874 that he saw the development of transport as the single most important priority in achieving national prosperity, one even that ‘should certainly rank ahead of the military system and building schools’. The effect of the railway and other transport system such as the invention of the rickshaw (‘human-power vehicle’) in 1869, and the opening of steamship and stagecoach services had brought about an enormous result on the movement of both people and goods, and on the economy.

This development brought about a change in thought patterns in Japan. Through translations and an increasing ability to read English and other languages, a whole wave of western writings by novelists, philosophers, and scientists flooded into the country.

 This created a maelstrom of often contradictory and irreconcilable ideas and influences that were not necessarily recognized as such. Japanese literature of the day showed particular confusion, blurring romanticism and naturalism, utilitarianism and escapism. But it also showed the authority of things western. Remarkably, western models were used to portray the frustrations and failures of those Japanese unable to cope with the bustling dynamism of the westernization process itself. The Russian literary concept of the ‘superfluous man’ appealed particularly to those Japanese who felt bewildered and left behind by all the changes.

The rigidly prescribed orthodoxy of the Tokugawa era had at least meant that people had a fixed place, and were told how to think and act. That security had now gone. Freedom proved a two-edged sword. 

However, the above mentioned reforms and changes were not always well received by some sections of Japanese. Many peasants were strongly opposed to conscription (read under social reforms) – known as the ‘blood tax’ – and the new land tax. On more than a few occasions they expressed their feelings in violent demonstrations.
The most serious expression of dissatisfaction, however, came from former samurai, not peasants. Its culmination was the Satsuma or Seinan (Southwest) Rebellion of 1877. Ironically, at the centre of the rebellion was one of the new government’s most prominent figures, Saigo Takamori. Saigo had suffered a political setback in October 1873. While many senior government figures were overseas on the Iwakura Mission of 1871–73, Saigo had proposed an invasion of Korea. For form’s sake this was meant to be a punitive invasion, since Korea was felt by some to have insulted Japan by not directly opening relations with its new government. However, despite his involvement in the new regime Saigo was a staunch old-fashioned samurai, and it is also possible to interpret his proposal as a means of providing a sense of purpose and worth for the former samurai. As it happened, following the Iwakura Mission’s return in September 1873 the plan was overturned by the Grand Council. Saigo returned to Kagoshima, the main city of the former Satsuma domain, along with a number of supporters. Soon he became a focal point for disenchanted former samurai and anti-government feeling in general.

Over the next few years’ tensions mounted in Kagoshima. The government suspected an uprising in the making and in January 1877 sent a naval unit to the city to remove munitions. It was attacked, and from then on fighting escalated. In late February Saigo’s force of some 40,000 men engaged pro-government forces at Kumamoto to the north. The ensuing battle lasted six weeks, but in the end victory went to the government’s new conscript army. Saigon and some 400 troop’s one hundredth of his original force – slowly fought their way back to Kagoshima, where he committed suicide on 24 September after a valiant last charge. Disaffection and acts of violence among former samurai did continue for a few years more.

Although such kind of opposition continued, the reforms and changes were implemented and enabled the Meiji government to transform the Japanese society with short period of time. Japan developed militarily. Japan learned fast how to fight western-style with modern weapons and a conscript army. This helped Japan to be expanded territorially through conquest. After a fortunate opportunity to practice against its own discontented samurai in the Satsuma Rebellion, it was able to defeat a weakened China and then an inconvenienced Russia. Territories gained directly or indirectly by these victories, especially Korea, were milestones on the road to empire-building.

Japan and World War I (1914-1918)
Emperor Mutsuhito died of diabetes on 30 July 1912. On his death he was given the name of the momentous period he had overseen, the age of ‘enlightened rule’. He was replaced by his son Yoshihito (1879–1926) who acceded to the throne in 1912. During Yoshihito things were looking good for Japan. The auspicious name ‘Taisho’, meaning ‘Great Righteousness’ was chosen to mark the new era. It suggested self-assurance as a world power, and promised wisdom and justice. However, Taisho era was not free of internal and external challenges. Internally, Yoshihito’s uncertain reign had to meet with a political crisis. Late in 1912 the Saionji cabinet refused to agree to extra divisions for the army, which was keen on expansion. The army minister resigned and the army refused to replace him, bringing the cabinet down.

In the international arena too, Taisho Japan was to experience light and dark. At times there were budgetary restraints imposed by the government on military expenditure and growth. There were also moments of belief in diplomacy rather than military might. However, the idea of aggressive expansionism backed by military force was far from dormant.  While Japan was with such kind of context, the First World War was broke out in 1914-a situation which was tragedy for the Europeans, but fortunate to the Japanese. It gave Japan an opportunity to strengthen Japan's position in East Asia. Having declared war on Germany, ostensibly in accordance with the Anglo-Japanese alliance, the government sent troops to take over the German sphere of influence in the Shantung (Shandong) Peninsula in China, as well as various German-owned Pacific islands.

Its most extreme action, however, was the presentation of the Twenty- One Demands to China early in 1915. These demands not only sought Chinese recognition of Japanese footholds, such as the newly acquired territory in Shantung, and further concessions in Mongolia and Manchuria, but also called for the appointment of Japanese advisers within the Chinese government, armed forces, and police. Effectively this would have placed China under Japanese control. China was outraged and appealed to the western powers, who were unable to take any decisive action. 

Eventually, China was obliged to sign under duress a revised version of the demands, from which the demands for Japanese appointments had been withdrawn. Further north Japan had an ambition to get control portions of Russia. In 1918 Japan was joined an Allied expeditionary force to aid anti-Bolshevik forces in Siberia. When the Bolshevik took power in Russia, the government signs a separate peace treaty with Germany Brest-Litovsk on March 3, 1918. The treaty withdraws Russia from the First World War. 

This event disappointed a force of Czech volunteers, who were fighting the Central Powers on the side of Allied forces and were unable to continue fighting on the eastern front. The Czechs decided to make their way out of Russia along the Trans-Siberian. America, Britain, Canada and France, urged on by Japan, agreed to help the Czechs by sending an expedition to Siberia to secure the last part of their line of retreat. The force to be employed was intended to be modest, but for the Japanese army the opportunity was not one to be missed. It deployed five divisions in 1918, instead of the one that had been promised, identifying their task as being 'to maintain peace in the Far East by occupying various strategic points in Russian territory east of Lake Baikal’. This was a good deal more than saving the Czechs. Local puppet regimes were established under Japanese supervision in the area north of the Amur. 

Yet, it all came to nothing. The cost was enormous; the western powers became restive about Japanese actions; no reliable anti-communist government took shape. Meanwhile Bolshevik troops advanced steadily from Omsk. In January 1920 the United States decided to withdraw, soon followed by Britain, Canada and France. Two years later Japan reluctantly did the same. The failure seriously weakened those in Japan who had hoped for a 'forward policy' on the mainland, backed by force. The army even lost public reputation. In the 1920s, it was said, army officers had trouble finding young women willing to marry them.

Economically, the First World War had enabled Japan to fill market gaps in Asia left vacant by the warring western powers. During the war years industrial production had grown five-fold, exports had more than trebled, and the economy as a whole had grown by some 50 per cent. With such a command over supply, Japan had also been able to experiment with new technology and diversification. The zaibatsu (large industry) in particular had profited from the war.

But, after the war prices had collapsed and an enduring recession set in. The so-called ‘dual economy’ grew worse, as the gap between the huge zaibatsu and the smaller companies grew ever wider. Reconstruction after the Tokyo Earthquake in 1923 provided a brief boost, but this was followed in 1927 by a financial crisis that saw a quarter of Japan’s banks fail. Silk still formed a substantial export item, but prices slumped by more than half in the late 1920s.

After the First World War was over Japan participated, as a member of the victorious allies, with its significant place at the Versailles Peace Conference in 1919. Having an equal vote with other victorious powers Japan could defend its interests. It similarly took its place at the Washington Conference of November 1921–February 1922. This was aimed at producing a new and more stable world order by focusing on multilateral rather than bilateral agreements between nations. One of the Washington resolutions obliged Japan to agree to a naval limitation of three Japanese capital ships to five American and five British. This was considerably ahead of France and Italy’s 1.67 (each), but it still upset many Japanese at home who felt they should have been equal naval status with America and Britain. A sense of unequal treatment was to be a constant irritant to Japan during the interwar years, often with some justification. In 1920 Japan was one of the founding council members of the League of Nations. However, Japan was greatly upset and disillusioned that it did not succeed in its proposal to have a racial equality clause put into the League’s charter.
CHAPTER FOUR: THE INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENTS IN ASIA TO 1945
The Indian National Independence Movement from Britain
Kind of Independent India
A number of complicated questions arose in people’s minds when they began to dream of a new, independent nation. One question was: What place would the different religious communities have in the new nation? Would Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, Christians, etc. all be given equal rights and equal importance? Or would Hindus have the highest place because they were the greatest in number? Some people formed organizations with the aim of carving out a better place just for their own community. These were known as communal organizations. The most important communal organizations were the Hindu Mahasabha and the Muslim League. 
You know that an All-India organization of the educated people was formed in 1885 - the Indian National Congress. The early nationalist leaders analyzed and exposed the character of British imperial rule in India. They showed that all the economic problems of the people of India were there because there was drain of wealth from India to Britain. They showed that the British were ruling over Indian people to serve their own interests and not as the rulers claimed, to help India become a modern and democratic self-governing country. They demanded that the British should implement in practice, what they claimed in their words. The Congress members would pass resolutions in their meetings and submit petitions to the British government to press for their demands. From every corner of the country, newspapers being published by Indians also began discussing in detail various government policies and the problems faced the people. It was hoped that the force of public opinion would make the British change their policies some day. However, all these efforts did not affect the British government very much. The government felt that there was no need to pay heed to what a handful of educated people were saying.
The Boycott and Swadeshi Movements

Do not live under the shadow of the British government’s mercy. Rise on your own strength so that you might win your rights.” It was also Tilak who raised the inspiring slogan that was taken up by people everywhere: “Swarajya is my birthright and I shall have it.”  People like Tilak and Annie Besant set up their organizations called Home Rule Leagues and opened their branches in many parts of the country. They organized lectures and discussion groups and distributed pamphlets to bring people together to fight for Home Rule or Swarajya. Inspired by the desire to attain independence (Swarajya) on their own strength rather than wait for the British, the people launched two movements:

The first was to boycott (to refuse to buy) British made goods such as cloth and sugar. The second was to use Swadeshi things that are only those things that were made by the people of Indian. In1905 the Boycott Movement and the Swadeshi Movement rapidly spread among the people. That same year, the Viceroy of the British government, Lord Curzon, divided the Bengal Presidency into two parts. The Bengal Presidency consisted of the areas that are now West Bengal, Bangladesh, Bihar, Orissa and parts of the Northeastern states. Hindus, Muslims, and people of other religions lived in the Bengal Presidency. The two parts that were created by dividing Bengal Presidency were West Bengal, which had more Hindus, and East Bengal, which had more Muslims. 
The effort to create a rift among the people of the country in this manner produced an immediate wave of angry protest. This further strengthened the efforts to resist British rule. To show their protest, people boycotted foreign goods in huge quantities. In place after place, piles of British-made cloth were set to fire. Because of this popular boycott, the import of British goods was greatly reduced. The Swadeshi Movement also began to catch on. Many people came forward to say, “We will set up our own industries, open our own colleges and schools, we will work among the people of the villages to solve their problems... we will run our own panchayats and courts...we will not remain dependent on the British for our development... we will develop on our own strength.” This was the sentiment behind swadeshi. Inspired by this, many schools, colleges, factories, panchayats etc. started. In any case, the British government did feel forced to cancel the partition of Bengal. The province was reunited in 1911.
Ahimsa and Satyagraha

Dear learner you may have learnt about Gandhiji and the important role played by him in the movement to free India from the British. It was his belief that if what we want is true, and then we should be able to obtain it without force and violence -through ahimsa. Hence, we should only make an appeal towards the truth (satyagraha). It is not through violence that one should try to obtain truth. Gandhiji made many programmers for launching satyagraha for swarajya. One such programme was non-cooperation- which people should refuse to cooperate with those who were unjust. The second was civil disobedience - which people should refuse to accept what they do not consider right (that is, they should disobey unjust rules and laws). 
The National Movement took a new turn when Gandhiji joined it, in around 1915. Gandhiji’s method was to launch agitations for solving people’s specific day-to-day problems. For example, he would demand from the British government that it reduce the land tax, remove the tax on salt, lift the restrictions on the use of the jungle, and stop the sale of liquor (the government earned a heavy income through the sale of liquid). Under the leadership of Gandhiji, people would take to the roads in thousands to agitate for the solutions to their concrete problems. 
Thus, large numbers of people became involved in resisting the British government. Prior to this, never had the common people joined the National Movement in such large numbers. It was also Gandhiji who launched the campaign to remove untouchability in the country so that those who had always been rejected could take part in the movement for a new nation. With this feeling, many secret organizations were formed and, inspired by love for the country and the desire to sacrifice for it, numerous young people joined them. They collected arms and ammunitions from home and abroad. 
After 1915, as the demand for Swarajya had begun to gather momentum, the British government took many steps to suppress this movement. In 1919, a law known as the Rowlatt Act was passed. Under this act, the government could put people in prison without bringing them to court. All over the country there were strikes against this law. Innumerable students left government schools and it was under such grave circumstances that Gandhiji launched the Non-cooperation Movement all over the country. After the revolt of 1857, this was the first major movement to take place at the same time all over the country against the British. Its objective was to display noncooperation with the unjust British government. Special efforts were made by the Congress to get Hindus and Muslims together to oppose the British Empire under a common program called the Non-cooperation and Khilafat Movement.
Protest against the Rowlatt Act: The Non-cooperation Movement (1920-1922)
Colleges began taking admission in swadeshi schools. For example in Bihar, 41 swadeshi high schools and 600 swadeshi middle and primary schools were opened in which 21,500 students had been admitted by January 1922. All over the country, a large number of lawyers left their practice in the courts. In many places, people refused to vote in the municipal council elections. There were dharnas on shops selling British cloth and on liquor shops. Apart from a boycott of British goods, there were also efforts to boost swadeshi goods. To this, Gandhiji added a campaign for people to spin their own cotton on a charkha (this cloth is known as khadi). In every house this spread the desire to make the country self-reliant. In Bihar alone, 48 khadi bhandars were opened to distribute charkhas and cotton among people and 3 lakh charkhas were distributed. When the prince of England came for a visit to India he was boycotted; people did not go to welcome him and the city of Bombay observed a strike on that day.
News of Gandhiji spread all over – in remote places, in small hamlets and villages everywhere. Peasants, adivasis, and workers were all filled with the enthusiasm and hope that in a few days British rule would come to an end – and Gandhiji’s swarajya would be established. Wherever Gandhiji went in the country, tumultuous crowds would appear to see him. The peasants and adivasis had come to believe that under swarajya, Gandhiji would have the land tax reduced and put an end to the rules of the Forest Department. Throwing these rules to the wind, peasants and tribal people in many places took their cattle to graze in the jungles and also cut wood from the forests. In towns big and small, rallies of hundreds of people would go out and court arrest before the police.

Call for Total Self Rule and the Civil Disobedience Movement (1930-32)

In 1928, the British government constituted a commission under the leadership of a person named Simon, to frame the rules of administration for India. There was not a single Indian in this commission. This made it amply clear that the British government was not ready to believe that the people of India should have the right to run the administration of their own country.

Therefore, wherever, Simon went in India, there were rallies and strikes against him and the cry of “Simon go back!” resounded everywhere. There were many processions in protest against this. People wrote, “Simon go back” on balloons and released them at the venue of the welcome ceremony. In the demonstrations that took place in this protest a large number of people were beaten up by the police, of whom Jawaharlal Nehru was one. In 1929, the Congress decided that under no circumstances should people agree to remain under British rule. It was time to fight for total self-rule. Gandhiji launched the Civil Disobedience Movement as part of this struggle for poorna swarajya. That is, it was decided that the citizens of the country would openly, but peacefully, break the laws of the government. Gandhiji decided to launch the movement by defying the Salt Act. According to this law, no one but the British government had the right to produce and sell salt. It could also claim a tax on it from the people. Paying a tax on salt was something that affected every person in the country, even poor, starving people. Gandhiji decided that the civil disobedience movement should begin by disobeying this very Salt Act. He marched on foot in 1933 with his supporters from Sabarmati Ashram to a place called Dandi and on reaching the seashore, made salt. It was called as Salt march or long March.  After this, salt was produced by people at hundreds of places along the coasts all over the country. The government acted to suppress the movement. Gandhiji was arrested and kept behind bars. This step provoked many reactions against the British.
People’s Movements and Socialist Ideas

In those days, some new questions were coming to the forefront. Such as, should people fight only against British rule or also against powerful Indians who were responsible for injustice and inequality in society? Secondly, is violence absolutely wrong? In the course of the freedom movement, many people began doing such things that Gandhiji felt were wrong. Many times people would be compelled to use violence. Secondly, instead of protesting only against the British, people began opposing those Indians as well as who exploited them. For instance, peasants would stop paying their rent-share to the zamindars, and would torch the account books of moneylenders. The workers of the mills would stop their work to come out on strike. Workers in tea gardens would leave the gardens and go away. People spread all over, across remote villages and distant towns, had come to understand that Gandhiji had commanded them to fight for truth and justice and they would all set out to fight for truth and justice in their own way. They believe that they were following the command of Gandhiji. But Gandhiji was against violence and also did not want that people agitated against the zamindars, money lenders and mill owners. He believed that these quarrels could be solved through mutual understanding and affection. He wanted everyone to concentrate on fighting the British rule and wanted that other problems be raised after self-rule had been attained. Due to these concerns, many times Gandhiji tried to restrict the agitations of people and keep them within limits. The withdrawal of the Non -cooperation movement after the Chauri Chaura incident is an example of this. The ideas of people who held socialist beliefs differed somewhat from this. They supported movements which would bring justice to people from the British as well as from mill owners and zamindars. They wanted to bring about social, economic and political equality in the country. The traders of Mumbai took a public oath that they would not sell foreign cloth. Foreign cloth was boycotted on a large scale. As a result, whereas in 1929-30, 124 crore gaz of imported cloth had been brought to Mumbai, only 52 crore gaz of foreign cloth was brought in 1930-31.
For some years many socialists also worked in the Congress, but later they left the Congress and formed separate parties. Among those who held socialist beliefs were S.A.Dange, Muzaffar Ahmed, M.N.Roy, Bhagat Singh, Subhash Chandra Bose, Jaiprakash Narain, Jawaharlal Nehru etc. These people began to conclude that organizations of peasants and adivasis should be formed and apart from the British, they should also struggle against the zamindars, money lenders and mill owners so that the new nation formed after independence would be a nation of workers and peasants. These people tried to give greater importance to kisan sabhas and labour organisations in the National Movement. In 1925, the Communist Party was also formed in India to work for the interests of workers and peasants.
The Quit India Movement of 1942

In 1939, the Second World War broke out. It lasted until 1945. Britain, France, Russia and the United States of America together fought against Germany, Japan and Italy. Britain wanted to use the people and money of India for this war. Congress demanded that in return for support in the war, India should be given self-rule. But the British government was in no mood to accept this demand. Ultimately, some 2,500,000 Indian soldiers fought for Britain. It was in this context that in 1942 Gandhiji launched the Quit India Movement. Gandhiji, Nehru and other leaders were immediately arrested. This angered the people even more. In the course of the protests, offices, courts, post offices and police stations of the British government were burnt in great numbers. Workers of Sholapur, Chennai and Kolkata went on strikes to demonstrate their protest and had clashes with the police. Thousands of people were arrested. Subhash Chandra Bose went over to Burma and raised an army with the help of Japan. With this Azad Hind Fauj, as his army was called, he marched towards Delhi. His intention was to defeat and drive away the British with the help of this army. In 1946, Indian sailors in the navy mutinied against the British government. There were strikes taking place everywhere. With such powerful opposition staring them in the face, the British rulers at last began to concede defeat. They felt weakened after the Second World War. In such a situation they found it was extremely difficult to keep control over the rebellious people of India. In many such mass actions by workers, peasants, navymen, students etc, the Hindu and Muslim people worked together. Nevertheless, communal minded leaders from both communities were pressing for measures to protect their separate interests.

Partition into India and Pakistan

Some people feared that Muslims would not be given equal opportunities in a free India, since they might be dominated by Hindus, who would be in the majority. Thus in 1940 the Muslim League, under the leadership of Mohammad Ali Jinnah, launched a mass campaign to press for the creation of a separate Muslim nation called Pakistan. There were horrible riots between Hindus and Muslims on many different issues. The Labour Party government had come into power in Britain after the World War. It agreed to give up control over India at the earliest. But the question was, to whom should the British hand over their power? To the Congress, to the Muslim League, to the several Indian kings to whom? Though intense efforts were made by various leaders to resolve this problem, they failed to agree to a united country, and ultimately most of them agreed to accept the partition of India. The British partitioned India to make a separate nation named Pakistan out of the Muslim majority areas of Punjab, North West Frontier Provinces, Sindh and Bengal. It was decided to hand-over power to India and Pakistan separately. This was done on the 14th of August, 1947 for Pakistan and on the 15th of August, 1947 for India.
Many of the Hindus living in Pakistan began coming to India and many of the Muslims living in India began going to Pakistan. But innumerable Hindus and Muslims continued to stay where they were. During these days, violence and rioting broke out between the Hindus and Muslims and much fear and hatred was spread. Gandhiji was not willing to accept all this. At the old age of 77, he came out in the middle of horrifying riots to pacify people. He said, “I want to fight it out with my life. I would not allow the Muslims to crawl on the streets of India. They must walk with self-respect.”
He was adamant on the principle that in India, then Hindus and the Muslims have equal place. This was not accepted by the Hindu communalists. One of them, Nathu Ram Godse, shot Gandhiji dead on 30 January, 1948. How the situation reached this pass and who was responsible for it, is a very complex story. You know that apart from the areas under British rule, there were many parts in India that were ruled by rajas and maharajas. There were 562 such large and small kingdoms in India. They had accepted the sovereignty of the British but when the British began to leave India the kings wanted to rule their kingdoms separately and independently. But in these kingdoms, too, there had been movements of common people, who wanted the rule of the rajas, zamindars, and jagirdars to come to an end. They too wanted to participate in a national government elected by the people. They wanted to ensure and protect the democratic rights of the people. 

India’s transition to freedom on August 15, 1947, brought with it a terrible tragedy. Pakistan was partitioned from India on the basis of religion. A huge relocation followed as 7.5 million Muslims moved to Pakistan from India and an equal number of Hindus and Sikhs fled Pakistan. A million died from hardship, attacks and riots. 
The Dutch East Indies Colony 

In 1602, during the administration of Johan van Oldenbarnevelt (1547-1619), the Dutch East India Company (VOC: Verenigde Oostindische Compagnie) was founded.  The trading strategy followed by the Company’s principal rival, the Dutch East India Company, was quite different. By far the most distinctive characteristic feature of this strategy was a large scale participation in intra-Asian trade as an integral part of the Company’s overall trading operations. By the middle of the seventeenth century the range of the Company’s intra-Asian trading network covered practically all major points along the great arc of Asian trade extending from Gombroon in the Persian Gulf to Nagasaki in Japan. The two principal factors contributing to the great success achieved by the Dutch East India Company in this endeavour were the spice monopoly in the Indonesian archipelago and the exclusive access amongst the Europeans to the Japan trade following the closure of the country to the rest of the world in 1639. 
It should also be realized that the extensive as well as highly profitable participation in intra-Asian trade which contributed a great deal to the Company’s dominant position in Euro-Asian trade through at least the seventeenth century would have been impossible without the coordinating role played by the office of the Governor-General and Council at Batavia, the intermediate high-ranking agency in Asia with extensive decision - making powers. But at the same time it must be recognized that there were other dimensions of Batavia’s intermediate role, all of which were not necessarily to the Company’s advantage in the long run. Take, for example, the procurement of Indian textiles for the European market following the fashion revolution of the last quarter of the seventeenth century when trade in these textiles became the single most important component of the English and the Dutch East India companies’ Euro-Asian trade. At the turn of the eighteenth century, Bengal had emerged as the single largest provider of these textiles. The Bengal-Europe trade in textiles was essentially a luxury trade in which exclusiveness and novelty in designs and patterns mattered a great deal. 
French Indo-China
Indo-china comprises the modern-day countries of Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia. After European contact, the future country of Vietnam was divided into three main provinces: Tonkin in the north, Annam in the center, and Cochinchina in the south. After their establishment in the Southeast Asian country in the mid-nineteenth century, the French sought to improve existing, and to build new infrastructure to increase the productive capacity of the colony. 
French Discovery and Settlement in Indochina
To fourteenth-and fifteenth-century Europeans, Asia was a land of mystery, myth, and excitement, a place of precious and rare commodities, mythical creatures, and mysterious people. Although, explorations of Asia were rare, writings about the continent were plentiful and colored by fairy tale images. Europeans traded with Persia and Arabia for centuries, but the Far East remained relatively unknown to Western merchants. It was Catholic missionaries who made the first concerted attempts to establish a presence in the Far East early seventeenth century. 
France was relatively successful in gaining access to Indo-china through concerted diplomatic efforts.  By the time the French arrived, Indochina had attracted a mass of several European nations trying to establish their interests in the area, all vying for trade with China and Japan. The Italians, Dutch, and British joined the French and Portuguese. In 1665, the first French trading company entered Indo-china with the intention of allowing missionaries to combine religious and commercial activities, turning the religious men into missionary-traders.

They faced much competition, especially from the Dutch based in Indonesia, who in 1682 forced them to withdraw. Moreover, because of the limited purchasing power among the Indochinese, local warfare, and demanding mandarins, trade in the area was hazardous and unprofitable. The other European powers found trade in India, China, and Java to be more lucrative and less problematic. Their exit enabled the French not only to return to Indochina but also to dominate trade in the area.
Indochina became the epicenter of French activity in the Far East during the late nineteenth and early twentieth century’s.  Because of the geographical location of Indochina, the missionaries and traders experienced climate and humidity far greater than what they were accustomed to in France.  Despite the challenges of climate and weather, the French tapped numerous natural resources native to Indochina. On the surface, the French found such items as tea, fruits, and pepper along with the main source of nutrition for the Indochinese, rice and fish. Once the French began extensive exploration and mining, they discovered vast mineral resources. Of special importance was the coal from the Quang Yen mines located in Tonkin. The French also dug zinc, tin, silver, lead, and phosphates there, sapphires on the Siam-Cambodia border, and wolfram, iron ore, salt, and limestone in scattered locations. Beyond mining, Indochina became a new place for sugar refining, coconut and peanut oil production, and shipbuilding. Silk, rubber, lumber, tobacco, and cotton all became important commodities to the French through the creation of new industries.
As French exploitation of the Indo-Chinese resources grew, so did their efforts at establishing relations in the region. The major thrust began in the mid-eighteenth century with the explorations of Pierre Poivre, who traveled through the Far East in an effort to provide the French government with economic information essential to the success of their ventures in Indochina. After his return to France, Poivre began concerted efforts to involve the French government in expeditions to Indochina. In June 1748, he proposed an expedition to the French East India Company, the sole purpose of which was establishing commercial relations with Indochina. Unfortunately, the attempt to establish these trading relations failed because the indigenous people would not buy western goods. The mid-eighteenth century seemed right to establish these relations because French traders wanted to challenge the British domination of overseas trade, hoping that Indochina would provide the same riches that India had to Great Britain. France needed to regain the worldwide prestige diminished by her losses in the Seven Years’ War. 
The first successful expedition to Indochina began on March 16, 1816, when the French ship Cybele, under the command of Achilles de Kergariou, set sail for Cochinchina with the purpose of establishing relations with Emperor Gia Long, who was as eager as the French to commence trade.  Having established profitable economic endeavors, the French were unwilling to leave and refused the new emperor, who retaliated with minor persecutions of Christian missionaries. Continued attempts to reestablish good relations in Indochina proved fruitless, as Minh-Mang’s successors were also resistant to Western influence. Successive failures led to discouragement among the traders and politicians, and their hopes at establishing a major colony in Asia began to wane. Despite these initial setbacks, the year 1848 proved a turning point as a dramatic series of events changed the destiny of the French.
On November 4, 1847, Tu-Duc ascended to power in Indochina. He, like Minh-Mang, held anti-Christian and anti-Western views, but unlike his predecessor, he maintained a passive policy towards the missionaries. Tu-Duc continued to uphold the religious liberties granted by his father, Emperor Thien-Tri, the son of Minh-Mang. Despite these initial policies of conciliation, Tu-Duc saw the Revolution of 1848 in France as the occasion to rid Indochina of missionaries. He wrongly assumed that the French would be so preoccupied with internal dissension that they would not react to their missionaries. 
After his election to presidency of the Second Republic in December 1848, Louis Napoleon Bonaparte attempted to resolve the situation in Indochina by negotiating with Tu-Duc, but to no avail. The refusal of the Indochinese to compromise provided him the excuse to intervene directly with force. Bonaparte, since 1852 and the proclamation of the Second Empire calling himself Napoleon III, enlisted the help of Spain, whose missionaries were also being persecuted. Initially, their combined expedition was successful, capturing the coastal town of Tourane in September 1858, and then Gia Dinh in 1859. Although the outbreak of cholera and typhoid fever forced the abandonment of Tourane, Gia Dinh continued to grow and flourish, primarily because of its vital and uncomplicated route to the open ocean. 
Napoleon III had limited objectives for this military endeavor and intended to pull out of Cochinchina after the capture of these two towns and the assertion of French control. Yet, subsequent French victories complicated withdrawal, as the treaties and acquisition of new lands made Indochina even more attractive to French ambitions. Because of military defeats, Emperor Tu-Duc signed the Treaty of Saigon with the French on June 5, 1862. This agreement ceded Cochinchina’s three eastern provinces, Bien- Hoa, Dinh-Tuong, and Gia-Dinh (which contained the town of Gia Dinh) to France.  To solidify their gains, the French signed a treaty with the emperor on August 11, 1863, placing Cambodia under the protection of France. This treaty would come into play later, after the French became more certain what they would do with the area. 
In the late 1860s, the French made a decision to tap into Chinese trade through the country’s southern provinces by way of Tonkin in northern Indochina. As the world entered the 1870s, new philosophical ideologies began to penetrate the minds of French politicians, and they began to use these ideas as justification for colonialism and imperialism. By1897, after obtaining the port of Kwang-chow-wan, France controlled the entire peninsula. Following the complete conquest of Indochina France slowly lost interest in obtaining raw materials from China. France’s attention now turned from exploration of Indochina to the creation of a colonial administration. 
Consequences of French Involvement: The Fall of Colonial Indochina

The loans of 1898 and 1912 granted millions of francs to France’s Indochinese colony for the purposes of internal improvements. Politicians hoped this plan would improve the infrastructure of the colony. Unfortunately, the French did not consider the consequence the improvements could potentially have on the indigenous population. Everything the French introduced or changed—transportation, industry, education, farming—all brought the peasants closer to understanding what colonialism and domination really meant to them.
The number of Europeans migrating to the colony steadily increased after World War I. By the 1930s, increases in safety, reliability and the accessibility of hospitals, along with booming cultural centers as major Indochinese cities built museums and gardens encouraged more to move. Although the white population increased, the ratio of Europeans to Indochinese remained 1: 544 by World War II.

As the European presence in Indochina increased, French officials continued building and improving existing methods of transportation for the purposes of military, trade, and communication. Unfortunately, new and improved infrastructure meant imposing on Annamite farmland. Because most Indochinese made their living as farmers, their land was a precious commodity. To preserve the fields, they built their roads around farms whenever possible, but the French found these roads too long, inconvenient, and poorly maintained. Therefore, to ensure the safety and ease of travel for themselves, the colonists disregarded the needs of the peasants and built roads for their own convenience. The French also built thousands of miles of railroads, with the majority of the construction occurring between 1898 and 1913 through the assistance of the two major loans from the French government in Paris. 
The colonists had the capability to alter the physical and social environment, and the French achieved this feat through the construction of the railroad. Unfortunately, they could not get the majority of the peasants to ride the trains. Although fourth class was reserved for peasant travelers, most Annamites used the railroad only for pilgrimages or for travel to markets or neighboring villages. They rarely took the train for long trips. Most peasants continued using familiar, cheaper, and traditional transportation methods for trade such as shoulder poles to transport goods over land and sampans over water. Despite their convenience, the new European methods of transportation were too expensive for the average Annamite to use daily.
The French wanted to produce the notion of a “superior France” in the minds of impressionable Annamite schoolchildren. The colonists viewed education as a means of maintaining and strengthening their domination over the “inferior culture.” By using propagandistic textbooks, the French displayed their power and their nation’s status as both a colonial and a global power. The colonizing nation tried to show that it was the model to emulate and respect. Through the new education system, the Annamite children learned about their society through the eyes of the French and the rest of the world: Indochina was a backward culture, and change was possible only through the rule of the French. 
The majority of the Indochinese remained farmers and resided in the villages where they grew up. The Annamite village was truly a unique characteristic of France’s Asian colony. For years after their arrival, the French rarely interfered with village affairs.  But after fifty years of colonization, French officials imposed a system of communal reform they claimed would better exploit the potential of the land. Although their plan had merit, the administration failed to explain the long- and short-term goals to the rural population. The French created additional responsibilities for the notables to keep the villages under close supervision. The men who traditionally held the title did not want these new responsibilities. Instead, they passed the duties to others willing to do the job, but the new notables were too young and inexperienced to do it properly. Each village had a system of communal lands for the use of all Annamites residing in the village, often used to grow additional crops. French officials took steps to seize communal lands after the pressures of pacification and the need to meet the demands of the colonists made their way to the colonial administration. This seizure was at the expense of the poor, for in transforming these lands into large plantations, the French forced the peasants onto plots of land barely large enough to live on. Peasants unfortunate enough to lose their land entirely had to obtain land from private individuals, thereby becoming tenant farmers. The standard of living for the peasants declined; their needs never met; and the heavy taxes forced on by the French made the poor more dependent on the landowners. 
Despite the introduction of innovations and life-improving measures by the French, most peasants struggled to survive. Their lack of money drastically slowed agricultural progress because most peasants could not afford the necessary supplies to boost production. To ease the burden, the French established credit institutions as a means of financial support. In 1876, financial advisors introduced into Cochinchina a credit system that granted loans for crops or land. By 1898, the system expanded into Tonkin and North Annam. The borrowed amount had an interest rate of 8 percent for six months and was renewable only once, in the event of a bad crop. If a peasant did not repay the money, the bank would seize the farmer’s land or crops. To obtain a longer-term loan, the Annamites offered the free services of their wives or children. Clearly, there was a need to improve this process, but the change came only in 1933. Then, rather than giving money directly to the peasants, agricultural cooperatives received the money on behalf of the peasants who were members. Working together, the peasants planted and harvested the crops, which the cooperative then sold to repay the principal and interest.

The introduction of industrialization and communal land seizures introduced new classes, which developed from the agricultural community. The first group was the bourgeoisie, characterized by wealth, manners, and a European education. These men were often wealthy Annamites who seized the village communal lands as their own and forced the peasants into tenant farming. Many of the peasants then became too poor to pay their landlords and fled to the cities to seek work in factories, mines, or public work projects.  Below the bourgeoisie were smaller landlords who chose tradition rather than trying to fit in with the French and so were more attractive to poor Annamites. Unfortunately, most of these peasants failed to realize that their landlords stole money and land from them in an effort to gain more wealth. One step lower, the “petit bourgeois,” was shopkeepers and traders.  Eventually, however, debt and taxes forced many of subsistence farmers into tenant farming by 1945. By the 1930s, nearly 70 percent of the population was composed of poor peasants, tenants, and agricultural laborers.
Independence Movement of Indo-China from France
Years of oppression by the colonizers, coupled with drastic changes in landscape and culture, led the Annamites to seek their independence. In the 1920s, Ho Chi Minh mobilized several Indochinese students studying in southern China into a group he called the Than Nien Cach Mang Dong Chi Hoi, the Revolutionary Youth League, which issued writings calling for change, yet remained organized in small cells to avoid detection by French officials. When the Great Depression hit the colony in the early 1930s, economic crisis forced down rice and rubber prices, cut production, and sparked strikes. Ho Chi Minh took this opportunity to rally the three rivaling Communist factions within Indochina to form a single cohesive group called the Indochinese Communist Party. It called for independence from France and for the formation of a proletarian government. As the Depression appeared to ease, World War II broke out. In 1940, France faced invasion by Germany at home and by Japan in Indochina. After conquering Indochina, the Japanese forces moved further south, forcing the British from Malay, the Dutch from Indonesia, and the United States from the Philippines. One Asian nation single-handedly destroyed European colonialism. Ho Chi Minh recognized the moment to act. He formed one last organization, led by the Communists, which sealed the fate of French rule in Indochina. He called his new group Viet Nam Doc Lap Dong Minh, the Vietnam Independence League, or simply the Vietminh.
British Colonial power in Malaya and Burma 
 Colonization of Malaya by British 
After the napoleon war, the British agreed with the Dutch to abandon British claims to land in the East Indies by the term of the agreement of 1924. In return British claim the peninsula. The first British settlement was the island of Penang, of the west coast of the Malaya peninsula. It was brought in 1790 from the local sultan of Kedah. In 1819, British under sir Stamford raffles founded a new British colony on a small island at the tip of the peninsula called Singapore (city of lion). Formerly the city had been used by Malaya pirates to raid nearby shipping. Singapore soon became a major stopping point for traffic on a route to or from china. In 1924 the British East India Company also acquired Malacca from the Dutch. The three British settlements, Penang, Singapore and Malacca were administered from 1826 as the Straits settlement and Britain became increasingly involved in the political affairs of the neighboring native Malaya states. In 1867 East India Company rule in the Straits Settlements ceased and they became a crown colony. By the early 20th century the whole Malaya falls under the British influence in the expense of Siamese. 

British Colonial Policy 

The British rule took several forms in Malaysia. For example Sarawak and north Borneo were governed indirectly through local rulers. To increase its revenue from British Malaya, the British expanded tin mining in the late 1800s. They also introduced rubber seedling from Brazil and established rubber plantation in the late 1800s and early 1900s. To provide labor for these enterprises, the British imported Chinese workers for the tin mines and Indian labor for rubber plantation. Concerning to nationalist awakening, the agitation was least in British Malaya, where the population was mixed in race and where the native states had always retained a degree of self government.
Independence Movement

WWII and its aftermath brought the end of British rule in Malaysia. In 1941 Japan invaded British Malaya and occupied until she losing the war in 1945. Britain dissolved the strait Settlement in 1946. In 1948Malaya peninsula, Malacca and the island of Penang united to form the Federation of Malaya and became partially independent territory under British protection. Singapore, North Borneo and Sarawak became separate crown colonies. In 1948 the Malaya communist party began a guerrilla uprising against the British that became called the “Emergency”. However, with the Malaya help the emergency finally subdued in 1960. The federation of Malaya got its independence in 1957. Singapore which had a mostly Chinese population remained outside the federation as British crown colony.
Burma/ Myanmar
After occupied Malaya, British advances to the South East Asia continued and occupy Burma. Burmese advances into Arakan towards the end of the 18th century, then into Manipur and Assam in 1822, led to the first Anglo-Burmese war in 1824-26. This ended with the British annexation of Arakan and Tenasserim. Burmese interference with British trade caused a second war in 1852-54. As the result of this, Britain annexed lower Burma including Rangoon and Pegu. Then a revolution in Burma led to the deposition of the king, and a new king, Mindon Min (1853-78), friendly to Britain, came to the throne. His successor, Thibaw, reverted to anti Britain trade policies, causing a third Anglo-Burmese war in 1885. The 3rd war ended the kingdom of Burma. Thibaw was deposed, and Britain took over the rest of the country, though the Shan states in the east were not subdued for several years. For the next fifty years Burma was governed as provinces of British India. Burma latter became major supply of wood for timber to Britain.
Nationalist Awakening
In Burma nationalist activity first came mainly from Buddhist monk. The leader of the resistance was Saya San. However, his resistance was easily crushed by the British. Then from English educated they formed an organization to protest against official persecution of the Buddhist religion and British lack of respect for local religious traditions. They protested against British arrogance and failure to observe local customs in Buddhist temples. However, they demanded national independence in 1930s. Therefore, British agreed to a gradual handling over that of India, a considerable measure of self government being to the Burmese.

Independence Movement

In 1942 with the support of Thakins Japan invaded Burma. Soon Japanese declared Burma independent in 1943 but they actually controlled the government. The Burmese disliked Japanese rule even more than British rule. To fight the Japanese, the Thakin formed Anti Fascist People’s Freedom League/ AFPFL/ led by Aung San. The AFPFL helped Britain and allied powers regain Burma in 1945. Following Japan’s defeat, the British returned to power in Burma. The AFPFL had become a strong political play and challenged British control. The British could not govern the country without AFPFL support. They decided in 1947 to name AFPFL president Aung San prime minister of Burma but he assassinated before independence. Later Burma won full independence January 4, 1948 and U Nu became prime minister.
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