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Bekerie rarely uses etymology-cum-history for his argumentations. For instances a large portion 

of his book is devoted to what he calls Geez siwasiw, ‘grammar’, which 

he acknow-ledged as originally meaning ‘ladder’. This is in actuality an anagram of Oromo word 

waʑaʑa ‘a bier upon which the dead bodies are carried to the grave’  

(Tutschek, 1844:153), a symbol of waɗaa ‘alliance, oath’ with the deceased. The Oromo and 

Classical Greek concept of grammar correspond both in form and meaning. In Oromo, the 

polysemous word qaraa means, among others, ‘read, sharpen; inquire, be wise, civilized’ 

from which the metaphorical qoro ‘wise, aristocrat, hawk’ comes. The same concept must be at 

work in Meroitic kerma, qore ‘chief, king’ (Aubin 2003: 31) and Egyptian 

‘hawk’ and its symbolic representations. It is not by chance but by influence of Africans that 

in Classical Greek χάrα means ‘pierce, sharpen, engrave,’ the embryonic stage of grammar 

and grammatology. 
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Ethiopic is a pure Semitic speech,transplanted by people who migrated from Yemen to 

Abyssinia. Character -In its sounds and laws of sounds, in its roots, inflectional expedientsand 

word-forms, in all that is reckoned the structureand essence of a language, it bears throughout a 

genuine and uncorrupted Semitic stamp (3). All its roots may be pointed out as recurring in the 

other Semitic languages, especially in Arabic,although often diverging greatly in form, or 

preserved merely in a fragmentary condition. From the indigenous languages of these African 

regions only a very few names of plants and animals have been taken; while the names of the 

months,—which Ludolf imagined to have come from the same stock,—appear to be of decidedly 
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Semitic origin. True, the Geez people learned a few straythings, about matters so external as 

writing, from the Greeks, with whom the Abyssinians had dealings in times even before Christ, 

and with whom they continued in uninterrupted intercourse. 
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Addisie (2009,1) Ethiopia is one of the oldest countries with rich culture and civilization. 

Literatures which are written about ancient civilization confirm that the country is one of the few 

countries which have their own writing culture.The country passes through monumental and 

manuscript writing system starting from 1
st
 millennium BCE.This writing tradition is still 

practiced in limited significance. 

Sergew (1972,1) also substantiate this truth the people, they live around Mediterranean sea, Red 

sea and the rivers Tigris and Euphrates were the first civilized people and they recorded history. 

Thus Ethiopia included with this countries they developed ancient time, because Ethiopia located 

around Red sea and the great river, the Blue Nile. 

According to Bausi, Ethiopia is, “Historically a land of written civilizations since the beginning 

of the 1
st
 millennium BCE …the areas now a days corresponding to the highlands of Eritrea and 

Northern Ethiopia witnessed the early introduction of the parchment roll and codex, the latter 
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having been strongly fostered by the Christianization of the country in the 4th century CE.” In 

addition to this, Taddesse (1972, 23-25) stated that the coming of nine saints from Syria in the 

end of 5
th

 century was important period for the Ethiopian literature to be flourished because the 

time was the turning point of writing and translating religious books via Ethiopic (Geez) 

language.  

Written manuscripts available today are translated, adopted and indigenous works. According to 

Bausi (2015, 158-59), Ethiopic manuscripts are classified into three formats: the roll (scroll) and 

the rotulus (kǝtab, tälsäm), the miscellaneous forms (sǝnsul) andthe codex (mäṣḥaf). 
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= k5= �l�= h�i�"p= /���= -�l�= 

850+
�= �I= .V�= h(�S0= �l�= h�*b�04= hS.= ,�»p= .$ê= 

iX.= �l�= S.= ��X@= (��5= h0SF= L`7= (�Ñ= hh0@= ��Qp= 

S.= ��24"= h���,"= h�7= (�Ñ= h5E�S= @�5= iX*= h5-"= �l�= 

-(�Ñ= ��8= ��(�= a0©p= ��8= �
$%= @�5= a-2= YXK= 850+
�= 

�I= a0�= �l�= 0S
= A��	= �b�= ��8= �k= hµ.= �l�= �bHW= 

-.���= 
&���= h
�(b= hh0�= �l�= a0©p== h5\0S= 
�ÅW= 

-.���= h5(*�= 

��
Dp= h�k,"= \U1�= �b�= -�l�= -*�= 

.��S= h.�.= (*�(S= á
4= .V�= hHZ= �l�= (�� =.���= S.= 

��X@= (��5= h©
= .�¶�= 0S�+"= 
4�= (�Ñ= h�7= h(*�Z�= 

h.���= ��8= �5c= � W= 
(/0= �2�= h(H��= Ee= (�Ñ= Y�.= ��8= 

 �*+= 
i�W= -.���= �b�= S.=  b��= h��@"= .���= -�	-��= 

�l�= 
S.= ��c= ��0= .�2�5S= � = ��
= Ei0= ����= ��5= 

�@U4= E�
= h.L0= 8@�I= �J*= h&��= 
@�Ç1= �PU= .4i�= h��= 

h���= 8@3I= ���H= �>�= h�c�= h���3= 
3��= �U�5= .J3+�= 

8(� *==h�k= X2.= \U1�= �b�= h5��$= k5= .�2��S= 
>
= �
= 

.V�= h
(@X 5��$ �P�5 (� 5 +��
 �� h�k �l� �Ð �+- ���1 

-k5 .�2��7 
> 4�I a-2 h�k= .���= �b�= (�59�3= .����= 
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iX�� �= �-= E-@= 
iX��= �2��= h(*��= h��,�= J3-= a-2= 

8�@U4= h(*= (H�= �7��= ��= h�0+�= h�-�= .����= �.L,�= 

h����= 
7��= ��= @�ÇI= ���= ���= +F�= h.�2�= h�I= ¶�$= 

k5= .�2��= ��8= ��,= ����= 
S.= �k-�= h5.�Z= �l�= 
&��= 

h
�J*= h�*b�04= i�0= 
L-= x3-5= �*= �PU= &��= �.= hi�(= 

.�i-= �
= .V�= 8��.�= ����= h5+-= ��5�= h�*4= ���= k5= 

.�2�I= *�-= �P}�= (� 5= +��
 ��= 
(*�-= ¶�Ø�= -��0= 

(�ï� = 8@�I= µ�= �	-��== 
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