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INTRODUCTION 
s th i s s t udy h a s b e e n t a k i n g s h a p e over t h e p a s t several years 
n u m e r o u s c o l l e a g u e s i n t he fields of N e w T e s t a m e n t a n d 

^ r e l a t ed a reas h a v e l o o k e d a t m e qu izz i ca l ly o n h e a r i n g t h a t I 
w a s e n g a g e d i n a s t udy of G a l i l e a n J u d a i s m . Yet I h a v e r e p e a t e d l y 
found r emarks of e m i n e n t scholars c o m m e n t i n g o n the absence of a 
c o m p l e t e m o n o g r a p h o n G a l i l e a n J u d a i s m , i m p l y i n g t h a t s u c h 
a s tudy c o u l d s h e d i m p o r t a n t l i g h t o n t h e o r i g i n a n d d e v e l o p m e n t 
of p r i m i t i v e C h r i s t i a n i t y . P ro fes so r M a r t i n H e n g e l , t h e d i r ec to r 
of t h e I n s t i t u t u m J u d a i c u m of t h e U n i v e r s i t y of T u b i n g e n , h a s 
w r i t t e n : ' E i n e G e s c h i c h t e G a l i l a a s z w i s c h e n A l e x a n d e r u n d B a r 
K o c h b a w a r e e in d r i n g e n d e s E r f o r d e r n i s , n i c h t zuletz , u m u n -
beg r i i nde t e S p e k u l a t i o n e n i iber das fr i ihe ' g a l i l a i s c h e C h r i s t 
en turn/ zu rech t zu r i i cken . ' H o w e v e r , i t w a s n o t Professor H e n -
ge l ' s w r i t t e n w o r d s b u t h i s s p o k e n s u g g e s t i o n t h a t p r o m p t e d m e 
to u n d e r t a k e t h e p r e s e n t s t udy , w h i l e e n j o y i n g t h e l u x u r y of a 
F o r s c h u n g s s t i p e n d i u m f rom t h e A l e x a n d e r v o n H u m b o l d t 
S t i f t u n g a t T u b i n g e n f rom 1972-4. P ro fesso r H e n g e l ' s e n c o u r a g e 
m e n t a n d h e l p f u l c r i t i c i sm d u r i n g t h a t p e r i o d a n d s ince h a v e 
for m e been a g e n u i n e e x a m p l e of t h a t c o m m u n i t y of l e a r n i n g 
t h a t is of ten s p o k e n of b u t a l l t o o ra re ly e x p e r i e n c e d . H i s o w n 
m o n u m e n t a l s tud ies , Die Zeloten (1960) a n d Judentum und 
Hellenismus (1968) h a d l a id t h e r e m o t e a n d m o r e i m m e d i a t e 
g r o u n d w o r k for s u c h a n u n d e r t a k i n g a n d t h o s e w h o a r e f a m i l i a r 
w i t h t he la t ter w o r k w i l l r ead i ly r ecogn ize its i n f l u e n c e o n t h e 
l a y o u t a n d a p p r o a c h of t h i s p r e s e n t s t u d y . 

A n u m b e r of o t h e r s c h o l a r s h a v e a l r e a d y d e a l t w i t h G a l i l e a n 
life a n d t imes f rom o n e o r o t h e r pe r spec t i ve . I n p a r t i c u l a r t h e 
series of essays by A l b r e c h t Al t , en t i t l ed , ' G a l i l a i s c h e P r o b l e m e n ' , 
h e l p e d to d i rec t m y focus to h i s t o r i c a l g e o g r a p h y as a so l i d 
s t a r t i n g p o i n t o n w h i c h to b u i l d a n y h y p o t h e s i s a b o u t t h e soc ia l 
a n d r e l i g i o u s life of t h e a rea . E r n s t L o h m e y e r ' s Galilaa und 
Jerusalem (1936) d i d n o t s t a n d u p t o t h e c r i t i ca l a n a l y s i s of 
scho la r s , yet t h e q u e s t i o n h e p o s e d c o n c e r n i n g t h e p o s s i b i l i t y 
of a p l u r a l i s m , even r iva l ry , b e t w e e n ear ly C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i t i e s 
t h a t were g e o g r a p h i c a l l y d i s t i nc t , is a very l ive o n e today , a n d 
h a d to be add res sed e v e n t u a l l y in t h i s s t u d y a l so . I t s e e m e d a 
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be t te r m e t h o d o l o g y , h o w e v e r , to first p a i n t t h e l a rge r p i c t u r e 
as s h a r p l y a n d a c c u r a t e l y as pos s ib l e , before la te r a t t e m p t i n g 
to ske tch in t h e de ta i l s of C h r i s t i a n i t y . A m o n g ear l ie r J e w i s h 
s c h o l a r s , t h e w r i t i n g s of A. B u c h l e r a n d S. K le in h a v e spec ia l 
r e l e v a n c e for o u r t o p i c even w h e n today t h e use of l i te rary a n d 
h i s t o r i c a l c r i t i c i sm ca l l s for a di f ferent e v a l u a t i o n of t h e m a t e r i a l 
they h a v e co l lec ted . O n t h e o t h e r h a n d C h r i s t i a n w r i t i n g o n 
G a l i l e e h a s of ten b e e n i n f l u e n c e d , e i t he r c o n s c i o u s l y o r s u b 
c o n s c i o u s l y by t h e q u e s t for t h e h i s t o r i c a l J e s u s , a n d as a r esu l t 
h a s for t h e m o s t p a r t a d o p t e d a t o o n a r r o w a p p r o a c h . 

P e r h a p s m o r e s i g n i f i c a n t t h a n p r e v i o u s s tud ie s i n s h a p i n g 
m y a p p r o a c h h a s b e e n t h e r e p e a t e d c a t a l o g u i n g of c e r t a in t h e m e s , 
s o m e of t h e m h a v i n g v i r t u a l l y a t t a i n e d t h e s t a tu s of a x i o m s , 
i n r e g a r d to G a l i l e a n life i n a l l t h e s e c o n d a r y l i t e r a t u r e . ' G a l i l e e 
of t h e G e n t i l e s ' , t h e h o t - b e d of a r e v o l u t i o n a r y ideo logy , he l l en -
i z a t i o n as a r e su l t of t h e ci t ies , t h e G a l i l e a n s ' d i s r e g a r d for T o r a h -
these a n d o t h e r g e n e r a l i t i e s w e r e r e p e a t e d so f r equen t ly t h a t it 
s e e m e d to be a w o r t h w h i l e p ro j ec t to test t he i r accu racy a n d 
p r o b e t h e i r l i k e l i h o o d f rom several d i f ferent pe r spec t ives . 

T h e p o l i t i c a l , soc ia l a n d r e l i g i o u s aspec t s of life a re n o r m a l l y 
so i n t e r w o v e n i n a n y c o m m u n i t y t h a t t h e i s o l a t i o n of a n y o n e 
of t h e m to t h e e x c l u s i o n of t h e o t h e r s c a n easi ly l e ad to d i s t o r t i o n . 
T h i s o b s e r v a t i o n m a y h e l p to e x p l a i n w h y o u r s t udy h a s a three-
t ie red s t r u c t u r e , b e g i n n i n g w i t h a brief r e c a p i t u l a t i o n of t h e 
m a i n g e o g r a p h i c a l fea tures t h a t w e r e l ikely to s h a p e t h e m a n n e r 
a n d m e t h o d of h u m a n s e t t l e m e n t i n t h e a r ea ( c h a p t e r 1). T h e 
political s i t u a t i o n of G a l i l e e w a s a n d r e m a i n e d t h a t of a n o u t 
l y i n g r e g i o n r a t h e r t h a n a n i n d e p e n d e n t s ta te , yet th i s c i r c u m 
s t a n c e itself ra ises m a n y q u e s t i o n s . W h y d i d G a l i l e e n o t h a v e 
a n y i n d e p e n d e n t p o l i t i c a l w i l l of i ts o w n ? W a s t h e r ise of the 
J e w i s h s ta te i n H a s m o n a e a n t i m e s w e l c o m e d there? W h a t , if any , 
were the res idual loyalt ies from Israeli te t imes, g iven the chequered 
h i s t o r y of t h e n o r t h ? ( c h a p t e r 2). H o w d i d G a l i l e e r e s p o n d to 
t h e i n t e r v e n t i o n of R o m e a n d the r ise of t h e H e r o d s ? D i d t h e 
a b s e n c e of R o m a n p r o v i n c i a l r u l e - o r s h o u l d I say, m i s r u l e -
u n t i l a re la t ive ly l a te d a t e i n t h e first c e n t u r y b r i n g a b o u t a dif
ferent p o l i t i c a l c l i m a t e t h e r e t o t h a t of J u d a e a p r o p e r ? W h a t p a r t 
d i d G a l i l e e p l a y i n t h e t w o revol t s a g a i n s t R o m e ? ( c h a p t e r 3). 
T h e s e w e r e s o m e of t h e q u e s t i o n s t h a t e m e r g e d f rom a r e a d i n g 
of t h e g e n e r a l h i s t o r y of t h e t imes focused specif ical ly o n th i s 
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ter r i tory , w i t h i ts o w n p r o b l e m s a n d c i r c u m s t a n c e s . I t c a m e as 
q u i t e a r eve l a t i on to see h o w t h a t g e n e r a l h i s t o r y w a s itself i l 
l u m i n e d by a c o n c e n t r a t i o n o n o n e a p p a r e n t l y r e m o t e a rea . 

T h e r e c u r r e n c e of c e r t a in t op i c s i n t h e l i t e r a t u r e d e t e r m i n e d 
w h i c h aspec t s of t h e social life w e r e m o s t i m p o r t a n t a n d l ike ly 
to shed l i g h t o n t he e t h o s of t h e p r o v i n c e as a w h o l e . T h e m u l t i -
faceted p h e n o m e n o n of h e l l e n i z a t i o n as a m a j o r shif t i n c ivi l 
i za t ion c rea ted n e w t e n s i o n s , p r e s e n t e d n e w p o s s i b i l i t i e s a n d 
c h a l l e n g e d t h e o l d o r d e r i n so m a n y di f ferent w a y s . F o r G a l i l e e , 
t he r ise of t h e ci t ies i n a 'circle* a r o u n d it, g i v i n g n e w r e l e v a n c e 
to a n o l d n a m e , w a s t h e m o s t o b v i o u s i n d i c a t i o n of t h e c h a n g i n g 
t imes . D i d t he ci t ies rea l ly f u n c t i o n as a g e n t s of soc ia l c h a n g e 
in Ga l i l ee , a n d if so h o w deep- sea ted w a s t h a t c h a n g e l ike ly to 
h a v e been? If t h e l a n g u a g e b e c a m e G r e e k w a s t h e p a t t e r n of 
ideas r ad ica l ly a l t e red a l so , o r w e r e t he re c o n s e r v a t i v e a g e n t s 
o p e r a t i v e a n d l ikely to ac t as c o u n t e r s to t h e n e w m o o d ? ( c h a p t e r 
4). If t he ci t ies w e r e t h e m o s t o b v i o u s s i g n of t h e t imes , t h e eco
n o m i c rea l i t i es w e r e l ike ly to be t h e m o r e far r e a c h i n g s ince 
these t o u c h e d t h e h e a r t of r u r a l G a l i l e e a l so . I n t h i s r e g a r d t h e 
q u e s t i o n of l a n d - o w n e r s h i p b e c o m e s o n e of p r i m e i m p o r t a n c e , 
n o t o n l y because of i ts r e l i g i o u s c o n n o t a t i o n b u t a l s o b e c a u s e 
of its re la t ive fert i l i ty. W a s t h e p e a s a n t c lass to t a l ly w i p e d o u t 
by t he i nc reased a n d m o r e s t r i n g e n t t ax sys tem, a n d d i d a n e w 
m i d d l e class e m e r g e as a r e su l t of t h e c o m m e r c i a l a n d t e c h n i c a l 
poss ib i l i t ies? ( c h a p t e r 5). H e n g e l ' s s tudy , Judentum undHellen-
ismus, h a s s h o w n h o w t h e H e l l e n i s t i c r e f o r m h a d m a d e P a l e s 
t i n i a n J u d a i s m p a r t i c u l a r l y sens i t ive to a n y p o s s i b l e t h r e a t t o 
its iden t i ty , a n d t h e e c o n o m i c a n d soc ia l r ea l i t i e s h a v e b e e n 
f r equen t ly r e p r e s e n t e d as t h e r e a s o n for t h e Z e a l o t i s m of t h e 
p r o v i n c e , typ i f ied by t h e f o u n d e r of t h e F o u r t h P h i l o s o p h y , 
J u d a s t h e G a l i l e a n . Yet t h e p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y h a d i n d i c a t e d t h a t 
re la t ive ly s p e a k i n g , G a l i l e e h a d fared r a t h e r be t t e r t h a n o t h e r 
r e g i o n s u n d e r R o m a n a n d H e r o d i a n r u l e . H o w r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
w a s Gal i l ee? b e c o m e s a n a t u r a l q u e s t i o n , the re fo re ( c h a p t e r 6). 
I n p a r t i c u l a r w h a t w a s t h e n a t u r e of t h e v i o l e n c e t h a t e r u p t e d 
the re f rom t i m e to t ime? D i d it h a v e a n i d e o l o g i c a l base i n t h e 
F o u r t h P h i l o s o p h y ? If n o t w a s the re a n y o t h e r p a r t i c u l a r focal 
p o i n t w i t h i n G a l i l e a n life t h a t m i g h t h a v e ac t ed as t h e ca ta lys t 
t h a t c o u l d h a v e i g n i t e d t h e p a s s i o n s of t h e p o p u l a t i o n a t l a r g e 
a n d e m b r o i l e d t h e m i n a b l o o d y b u t n o b l e c o n f r o n t a t i o n w i t h 
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t h e I m p e r i a l p o w e r ? O r is t h i s a cor rec t i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of t he 
G a l i l e a n i n v o l v e m e n t i n t h e revol t? I n a t t e m p t i n g to a n s w e r 
s u c h q u e s t i o n s as these , i t b e c a m e o b v i o u s t h a t t h e c u r r e n t o p i n 
i o n a b o u t t h e n a t u r e a n d e x t e n t of r e v o l u t i o n a r y c o n c e r n s in 
G a l i l e e needs to be se r ious ly n u a n c e d , if n o t mod i f i ed , in o rde r 
to d o j u s t i c e t o t h e p r o b a b i l i t i e s of t he s i t u a t i o n . 

C o n c e i v e d i n t h e b r o a d e s t t e r m s as w o r l d - v i e w , religion 
c a n be t h e c e m e n t w h i c h h o l d s t o g e t h e r t h e s t r u c t u r e of life in a n 
a rea , yet p a r a d o x i c a l l y is itself s h a p e d by a l l t h e h u m a n factors 
i n w h i c h it subs i s t s . T h i s re f lec t ion b e c a m e t h e focal p o i n t of 
t h e f ina l sec t ion of t h e s tudy . D i d t h e h i s t o ry of G a l i l e e m a k e it 
p a r t i c u l a r l y s u s c e p t i b l e t o t h e r e l i g i o u s s y n c r e t i s m of t h e he l l en -
is t ic age? W h a t w a s t h e e x t e n t of G a l i l e a n a t t a c h m e n t to t he 
t e m p l e , t h e c e n t r a l s y m b o l of J e w i s h r e l i g i o u s life a n d w o r s h i p ? 
D i d t h a t s y m b o l a n d i ts r i t u a l p r o v i d e a n y spec ia l s u p p o r t to 
t h e G a l i l e a n s i n t he i r u n i q u e , ' f r i nge ' s i t u a t i o n , a n d h o w d i d 
t h a t s i t u a t i o n d e t e r m i n e t h e i r p e r c e p t i o n of t h e m e a n i n g of 
t h e t e m p l e ' s s y m b o l i s m ? ( c h a p t e r 7). S ide by s ide w i t h t h e t e m p l e 
a n d as a r e p l a c e m e n t for it, after i ts d e s t r u c t i o n , J u d a i s m h a d 
b e e n d e v e l o p i n g w h a t o n e of i ts sages w a s to ca l l ' t h e o t h e r w a y ' 
of t h e halakhah, w h i c h a t t e m p t e d to e x t e n d t h e h o l i n e s s of t h e 
t e m p l e to t h e everyday . G a l i l e e ' s i g n o r a n c e of a n d n o n - c o n c e r n 
for t h i s w a y w a s a l r e a d y p r o v e r b i a l i n t h e T a l m u d s . T h e o b v i o u s 
q u e s t i o n is w h y t h i s r e l u c t a n c e , g i v e n t h e loya l a t t a c h m e n t to 
t h e J e w i s h fai th? D i d t h e d e s t r u c t i o n of t h e t e m p l e crea te n e w 
pos s ib i l i t i e s a n d o p p o r t u n i t i e s for t h e sages a n d a g rea te r c o n c e r n 
o n t h e p a r t of t h e G a l i l e a n s ? O r w e r e t h e r e s t i l l a l t e r n a t i v e re
l i g i o u s o p t i o n s w i t h i n J u d a i s m t h a t c o u l d b r i n g t h e h o l i n e s s 
of t h e t e m p l e nea r? ( c h a p t e r 8). O n e p o s s i b l e a n s w e r to th i s 
q u e s t i o n is C h r i s t i a n i t y , s e e i n g t h a t its f o u n d e r w a s a G a l i l e a n 
J e w , a n d t h e r e g i o n l o o m s l a r g e i n t h e d o c u m e n t s w h i c h ex
p res sed t h e C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i t y ' s m e m o r y of J e s u s a n d h i s 
m e a n i n g for life. W a s t h e fate of C h r i s t i a n i t y i n G a l i l e e s i m i l a r 
to t h a t of i ts f o u n d e r o r d i d t h e n e w r e l i g i o n , i n o n e o r o t h e r of 
t h e v a r i e d fo rms i n w h i c h it w a s s o o n to e m e r g e , succeed in 
m a k i n g a s izable i m p a c t w i t h i n t h e p rov ince? W h a t , if any , effect 
d i d t h e t u r m o i l of t h e pos t -70 s i t u a t i o n h a v e o n th i s m o v e m e n t -
i n a w o r d c o u l d G a l i l e e to le ra te G o s p e l a n d M i s h n a h ? 

A s k i n g t h e r i g h t q u e s t i o n s f rom h i s t o r y c a n be a r e w a r d i n g 
e x p e r i e n c e o r a fu t i le exercise , d e p e n d i n g o n h o w a d e q u a t e t h e 
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sources a re t o y ie ld u p t h e secrets of t h e p a s t i n t h e a reas u n d e r 
s c ru t iny . N o s t a r t l i n g l y n e w sou rces a r e a t h a n d for a s t udy of 
G a l i l e a n life, a n d s o m e m a y be j u s t i f i ab ly scep t i ca l of t h e en te r 
pr i se , h o w e v e r we l l m e a n i n g , for lack of suf f ic ient h a r d d a t a . 
H o w e v e r , a n u m b e r of d e v e l o p m e n t s s u g g e s t t h a t t h e d i f f icul t ies 
a re n o t i n s u r m o u n t a b l e a n d t h a t t h i s m a y be a n o p p o r t u n e 
t i m e for a fresh e v a l u a t i o n of t h e d a t a a l r e a d y i n o u r p o s e s s i o n . 
I n t e rms of l i t e ra ry sources J o s e p h u s ' w r i t i n g s a n d t h e G o s p e l s 
a re of p r i m a r y i m p o r t a n c e , yet t h e p r o b l e m s of u s i n g e i t h e r as 
r e l i ab l e h i s t o r i c a l d o c u m e n t s a r e we l l k n o w n . I n r e g a r d to t h e 
fo rmer it seems l e g i t i m a t e to s p e a k of a r e n a i s s a n c e i n J o s e p h a n 
s tud ies , a t least to t h e p o i n t t h a t t h e t e n d e n t i o u s n e s s of h i s v a r i o u s 
w r i t i n g s is b e i n g m o r e c lear ly r e c o g n i z e d a n d so n e e d n o t p r e c l u d e 
u s f rom u s i n g t h e m in h i s t o r i c a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n . C r i t i c a l c a u t i o n 
r a t h e r t h a n d i smi s s ive c a s t i n g a s ide seems to be t h e cor rec t 
sc ient i f ic a p p r o a c h , e spec ia l ly w h e r e J o s e p h u s ' o w n in te res t s 
a re a t s take , as i n h i s h a n d l i n g of t he G a l i l e a n c a m p a i g n w i t h 
t he t w o c o n t r a s t i n g a c c o u n t s of War a n d Life. T h e e n o r m o u s 
a m o u n t of w o r k t h a t h a s been d o n e o n t h e G o s p e l t r a d i t i o n s 
over t h e last fifty years , m a y st i l l a p p e a r t o t h e u n i n t i a t e d to 
h a v e ach i eved very l i t t l e p o s i t i v e resu l t , yet a h e i g h t e n e d sens i 
t ivity to t h e h i s t o ry of t h e t r a d i t i o n a n d i ts v a r i o u s layers is a very 
v a l u a b l e asset for a n y o n e w i s h i n g to u s e t h e g o s p e l s as h i s t o r i c a l 
d o c u m e n t s . Besides , t h e i n s i g h t t h a t e a c h layer of t h e t r a d i t i o n , 
e ach r e d a c t i o n , c a n , if p r o p e r l y e v a l u a t e d , be a usefu l c l u e i n 
r e c o n s t r u c t i n g t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of ear ly C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i t i e s , 
increases t he i r v a l u e for t h e h i s t o r i a n . M e n t i o n h a s a l r e a d y 
been m a d e of r ecen t a p p r o a c h e s to t h e s t udy of t h e r a b b i n i c 
m a t e r i a l . T h e r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t e m b e d d e d i n these d o c u m e n t s 
a n d the i r la ter c o n c e r n s a r e v a l u a b l e h i s t o r i c a l t r a d i t i o n s of 
t h e pre-70 p e r i o d h a s c o n v i n c e d m a n y s c h o l a r s t h a t these m u s t be 
ch ise led o u t a n d e v a l u a t e d by t h e n o r m s of h i s t o r i c a l c r i t i c i s m 
before b e i n g u s e d in h i s t o r i c a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n . T h i s m e a n s t h a t 
they m u s t be set s ide by s ide w i t h t h e c e r t a i n p re -70 d a t a w e k n o w 
of f rom t h e o t h e r sou rces a n d j u d g e d a c c o r d i n g l y . P r e v i o u s 
s tud ies h a v e t e n d e d to rely t o o m u c h o n o n e o r o t h e r of these 
sources w i t h t he r e s u l t i n g loss of pe r spec t ive , a n d t h e d a n g e r , 
n o t a l w a y s avo ided , of t a k i n g t h e t e n d e n c y of t h e s o u r c e b e i n g 
u s e d as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e a c t u a l h i s t o r i c a l r ea l i t i e s . By j u x t a 
p o s i n g a l l t h ree l i t e ra ry sources a n d r e c o g n i z i n g t h e t e n d e n c i e s 
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of e a c h it is h o p e d to r e c o n s t r u c t v a r i o u s aspec t s of G a l i l e a n 
life i n a m o r e b a l a n c e d a n d h i s t o r i c a l l y r e l i a b l e way . 

O u r e x p l o r a t i o n s i n t h e p a s t a r e h a p p i l y n o t c o n f i n e d to 
l i t e ra ry t e s t i m o n i e s a l o n e . A r c h a e o l o g y , i n t e r m s of t h e m a t e r i a l 
r e m a i n s of v a r i o u s si tes, c o i n s a n d i n s c r i p t i o n s , is a l s o i m 
p o r t a n t , a n d o n c e a g a i n Professor H e n g e l h a s s h o w n t h e w a y in 
w h i c h these c a n s u p p l e m e n t o u r k n o w l e d g e of t he t imes . H i s 
essay o n t h e soc ia l r e l a t i o n s ref lected i n t h e p a r a b l e of t h e w icked 
h u s b a n d m e n in t h e l i g h t of t h e Z e n o n p a p y r i h a s d i rec t r e l evance 
for o u r t o p i c . Besides , a m o r e s y s t e m a t i c a p p r o a c h to t h e a rch
a e o l o g y of P a l e s t i n e , e x p l o r i n g r e m o t e sites a n d se t t l emen t s , 
s u c h as T e l A n a f a a n d M e r o n , r a t h e r t h a n c o n c e n t r a t i n g o n t h e 
m o r e r e c o g n i z a b l e b ib l i c a l l o c a t i o n s l ike H a z o r a n d M e g i d d o , 
is a n i m p o r t a n t a d v a n c e in t h e sc ience ' s c o n t r i b u t i o n to h i s 
to r ica l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n . S u c h s o u n d i n g s a re l ike ly to be m o r e 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e g e n e r a l p i c t u r e t h a n t h o s e c o n d u c t e d a t 
t h e i m p o r t a n t c u l t i c a n d a d m i n i s t r a t i v e cen te rs , a n d as th i s 
a p p r o a c h d e v e l o p s o u r k n o w l e d g e of everyday P a l e s t i n i a n life 
a n d c u l t u r e w i l l u n d o u b t e d l y be g rea t ly e n r i c h e d . F o r t u n a t e l y , 
w e h a v e a t least b e e n a b l e to d r a w o n t h e first r e su l t s of s u c h w o r k . 

T h e p r o b l e m of d e v e l o p i n g a g e n e r a l p i c t u r e f rom t h e d a t a 
i n o u r pos se s s ion , w h i c h a re of ten sca t t e red a n d i so la ted , is a lways 
a d i f f icul t o n e , a n d of necessi ty t h e a n s w e r s m u s t be h y p o t h e t i c a l . 
I t is h e r e t h a t t h e sc iences of soc io logy a n d c u l t u r a l a n t h r o p o l o g y 
h a v e a n i m p o r t a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n to m a k e a n d a r e b e i n g increas
i n g l y i n v o k e d by a n c i e n t soc ia l h i s t o r i a n s i n g e n e r a l a n d by 
s c h o l a r s c o n c e r n e d w i t h C h r i s t i a n o r i g i n s i n p a r t i c u l a r . It h a s 
b e e n c l a i m e d by s o m e t h a t w h e r e a s t h e soc ia l sc iences dea l w i t h 
t h e t yp i ca l , h i s t o r y is c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e u n i q u e , a n d so t he 
f o r m e r c a n neve r rea l ly be of a s s i s t ance in t h e task of t he lat ter . 
Yet w h i l e t h e w a r n i n g is t i m e l y it s h o u l d n o t be m a d e i n t o a n 
a b s o l u t e p r i n c i p l e . Soc ia l h i s t o r y t o o is c o n c e r n e d w i t h typ ica l 
p a t t e r n s - of a p a r t i c u l a r p l a c e a n d t i m e , to be su r e - b u t n o n e 
the less t yp i ca l , i n t h a t i t m a y be safely p r e s u m e d t h a t - to take a 
p e r t i n e n t e x a m p l e - p e a s a n t f a rmers r e s p o n d to a t h r ea t to the i r 
o w n e r s h i p of t h e l a n d i n s i m i l a r ways , w h e t h e r they be i n first 
c e n t u r y B .C .E . G a l i l e e o r n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y C .E . C o n n a c h t . 
I n a t t e m p t i n g to p u t t o g e t h e r t h e sc raps of i n f o r m a t i o n to be 
g l e a n e d f rom t h e v a r i o u s sources , w e h a v e felt free to d r a w o n 
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s o m e g e n e r a l i n s i g h t s of t h i s n a t u r e , w i t h o u t necessa r i ly o p t i n g 
for a n y p a r t i c u l a r soc ia l t h e o r y a n d c o n s i s t e n t l y a p p l y i n g i t t o 
t he da t a , as for e x a m p l e Kre i s s ig h a s d o n e w i t h a M a r x i s t t h e o r y 
of class s t r u g g l e i n h i s s t u d y of t h e causes of t h e J e w i s h r evo l t 
a g a i n s t R o m e . T h i s h a s s e e m e d a l l t h e m o r e l e g i t i m a t e w h e n a n 
o c c a s i o n a l r e m a r k f rom J o s e p h u s p o i n t s i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n a l so , 
as w h e n for e x a m p l e h e tel ls u s t h a t t h e c o u n t r y p e o p l e of G i s -
c h a l a were m o r e c o n c e r n e d w i t h the i r c r o p s t h a n w i t h t h e r evo l t 
a g a i n s t R o m e . 

As we l l as P rofessor H e n g e l o t h e r p e o p l e h a v e c o n t r i b u t e d 
to th i s s tudy , a n d it is a p l e a s a n t d u t y to g ra te fu l ly a c k n o w l e d g e 
the i r a ss i s t ance . T h e A l e x a n d e r v o n H u m b o l d t S t i f t u n g m a d e 
m y stay i n T u b i n g e n p o s s i b l e w i t h t he i r g e n e r o u s r e sea r ch g r a n t 
e x t e n d e d for a s e c o n d t e r m , a n d t h e u n f a i l i n g cou r t e sy a n d 
f r i e n d s h i p of t he G e n e r a l s e k r e t a r , Dr . H e i n r i c h Pfeiffer a n d h i s 
staff is a very p l e a s a n t m e m o r y of m y Deutsches Aufenthalt. T h e 
w a r m a n d f r iendly a t m o s p h e r e of t h e I n s t i t u t u m J u d a i c u m a n d 
its staff is for m e typ i f ied p a r t i c u l a r l y by P ro fes so r O t t o Betz, 
w i t h w h o m I h a d m a n y f r iendly a n d h e l p f u l d i s c u s s i o n s . M y 
t h a n k s a re a l s o d u e to t h e t w o a c a d e m i c i n s t i t u t i o n s w i t h w h i c h 
I h a v e been assoc ia ted , St. P a t r i c k ' s C o l l e g e M a y n o o t h , I r e l a n d , 
a n d L o y o l a U n i v e r s i t y , N e w O r l e a n s , U . S . A . - t h e f o r m e r for 
ear ly s abba t i ca l leave to u n d e r t a k e t h e r e sea rch i n G e r m a n y 
a n d the la t te r for g e n e r o u s h e l p in d e f r a y i n g t h e t y p i n g a n d 
o t h e r costs of t h i s b o o k . F i n a l l y , m y wife , G a i l , h a s m o r e t h a n 
l ived u p to t h e b i b l i c a l i dea l , i n b u r n i n g m a n y l a t e - n i g h t l a m p s 
to e n s u r e t h a t t h i s w o r k m i g h t be w o r t h y of t h e t o p i c w i t h w h i c h 
it dea l s . I t is to h e r t h a t i t is g ra te fu l ly a n d l o v i n g l y ded i ca t ed . 
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CHAPTER ONE 
T H E G E O G R A P H Y O F G A L I L E E A N D 

I T S H U M A N S E T T L E M E N T 

^ ell o u r s is n o t a m a r i t i m e coun t ry ; ne i the r c o m m e r c e n o r 
the intercourse w h i c h it p romotes w i th the outs ide wor ld 

* • has any attraction for us. ' T h u s wrote Jo sephus at the be
g i n n i n g of h i s defense of J u d a i s m i n t he Against Apion (1:60). P r e 
sumably the tragic i rony of the remark was no t lost o n A p i o n or any 
other hellenistic reader, for the history of Israel even as it h a d been 
desc r ibed by J o s e p h u s h i m s e l f w a s t h e s t r u g g l e of a p e o p l e t o 
e s t ab l i sh itself w i t h i n h u m a n l y v i a b l e l i m i t s o n t h a t n a r r o w s t r i p 
of l a n d b e t w e e n sea a n d deser t t h a t l i n k e d t h e o u t e r e x t r e m i t i e s of 
t he fertile c rescent . O u r s t u d y c o n c e r n s o n e s e g m e n t of t h a t l a n d , 
Ga l i l e e , l i t e ra l ly m e a n i n g ' t h e c i rc le ' ^ ^ 3 H > a n a m e w h i c h 
o r i g i n a l l y m a y h a v e h a d g e o g r a p h i c r a t h e r t h a n e t h n o g r a p h i c 
c o n n o t a t i o n s . F r o m ear l ies t t i m e s h o w e v e r , t h e n a m e h a d 
a t t r ac t ed to itself t h e q u a l i f i e r 'of t h e n a t i o n s ' D^UH , p o s s i b l y as 
a ref lec t ion of t h e ear l i es t I s rae l i t e e x p e r i e n c e t h e r e — s u r r o u n d e d 
by o t h e r p e o p l e s . 1 I t is m o r e t h a n a m e r e c o i n c i d e n c e t h a t after 
c e n t u r i e s of n o n - u s e t h e n a m e r e a p p e a r s as TaXiXcua aWoQvX&v 
i n a s e c o n d c e n t u r y B .C .E . w r i t e r (1 Mace 5:15), as exp re s s ive of 
J e w i s h fee l ings t he re i n h i s o w n day . S i n c e o u r p r o j e c t is t o u n d e r 
s t a n d J u d a i s m i n G a l i l e e i n h e l l e n i s t i c a n d R o m a n t i m e s w e m u s t 
b e g i n by p i c k i n g u p t h e c l u e t h a t t h e n a m e itself s u g g e s t s — t h e 
l ike ly i m p a c t of G a l i l e e ' s p h y s i o g r a p h y o n h u m a n s e t t l e m e n t . 
S o m e a t least of t h e s u b s e q u e n t s tory is a n t i c i p a t e d i n t h e w a y s sea, 
l ake a n d r iver , m o u n t a i n a n d p l a i n c a n b e e x p e c t e d to s h a p e a n y 
p e o p l e ' s s t r u g g l e for i d e n t i t y i n t h e a rea . T h i s is a l l t h e m o r e 
l ikely i n t h e case of a p e o p l e w h o s e c o n v i c t i o n i t w a s t h a t t h i s w a s 
p a r t of t h e l a n d t h a t Y a h w e h , t he i r G o d , h a d g i v e n t h e m . 

F r o m t h e fair ly d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p t i o n of b o u n d a r i e s w h i c h 
J o s e p h u s gives u s (War 3:35-40), a n d a i d e d by references f rom 
r a b b i n i c sources a n d ea r ly C h r i s t i a n w r i t i n g s , h i s t o r i c a l g e o g 
r a p h e r s h a v e b e e n a b l e to r e a c h a g e n e r a l a g r e e m e n t o n t h e a r e a of 
po l i t i ca l G a l i l e e i n t h e first c e n t u r y C . E . 2 H o w e v e r , s o m e sca t te red 
references s u g g e s t t h a t a l a rge r a r e a w a s s t i l l r e m e m b e r e d . 3 W e 
h e a r t h a t G a l i l e e r e a c h e d as far as S i d o n (Ant 8 :36—city o r 
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te r r i tory?) ; U p p e r G a l i l e e o n c e s t r e t ched t o L e b a n o n a n d the 
sou rces of t h e J o r d a n (Ant 5:89) a n d K e d a s a w h i c h i n J o s e p h u s * 
d a y b e l o n g e d to T y r e (War 2:459; 4:105) o n c e w a s G a l i l e a n (Ant 
5:63). I n t h e wes t , C a r m e l a l s o h a d b e l o n g e d to G a l i l e e b u t w a s 
l a te r a p o s s e s s i o n of T y r e (War 3:35), a n d t h e r e is even t h e sugges 
t i o n t h a t P t o l e m a i s t o o w a s a G a l i l e a n c i ty , t h o u g h a p p a r e n t l y 
J o s e p h u s cor rec t s h i m s e l f i n t h a t c o n t e x t ( W a r 2:188f). C o n s e 
q u e n t l y , before w e e x a m i n e t h e p h y s i c a l p a t t e r n of t h e i n t e r i o r of 
G a l i l e e , w e m u s t s i t u a t e t h e r e g i o n as a w h o l e w i t h i n t he la rger 
c o n t e x t of t h e p h y s i o g r a p h y of n o r t h e r n P a l e s t i n e . P e r h a p s th i s 
w i l l g ive s o m e c l u e to t h e f l u c t u a t i o n s i n t h e p o l i t i c a l h i s t o ry of 
t h e a r ea t o w h i c h these sca t t e red references f rom J o s e p h u s p o i n t . 

I 

T H E L O C A T I O N O F P O L I T I C A L G A L I L E E I N T H E 
L A R G E R G E O G R A P H I C R E G I O N . 

T h e p h y s i c a l fea tures of n o r t h e r n P a l e s t i n e a r e p a r t of a g e n e r a l 
p a t t e r n f o l l o w i n g a n o r t h / s o u t h a x i s , t o be f o u n d i n t h e w h o l e 
r e g i o n , t h a t t r a d i t i o n a l l y c a m e to be k n o w n as t h e l a n d of I s r ae l . 4 

T h i s p a t t e r n , m o v i n g f r o m wes t to eas t cons i s t s of a coas ta l p l a i n , 
a c e n t r a l h i l l c o u n t r y , t h e J o r d a n rift a n d t h e h i g h l a n d p l a t e a u of 
T r a n s j o r d a n . T h e r e a re , h o w e v e r , s o m e i m p o r t a n t i n t e r r u p t i o n s 
o r m o d i f i c a t i o n s i n t h i s p a t t e r n i n t h e n o r t h e r n r e g i o n . T h e 
coas t a l p l a i n is n a r r o w a n d b r o k e n by t h e c e n t r a l h i l l c o u n t r y 
j u t t i n g o u t to t h e sea a t t w o p o i n t s — t h e C a r m e l r a n g e i n t h e s o u t h 
a n d t h e L a d d e r of T y r e ( R o s h h a N i k r a h ) . T h e c e n t r a l h i l l c o u n t r y 
var ies c o n s i d e r a b l y i n h e i g h t f r o m s o u t h t o n o r t h , for w h e r e a s i n 
t h e s o u t h n o h i l l exceeds 1,850 feet i n t h e n o r t h t h e p e a k s a re 
b e t w e e n 2,000 a n d 4,000 feet as they a s c e n d to t h e H e r m o n r a n g e . 
F u r t h e r m o r e , t h e h i l l s i n t h e s o u t h a r e b r o k e n by a series of val leys 
r u n n i n g i n a n e a s t / w e s t d i r e c t i o n , a fea tu re n o t f o u n d i n t he 
J u d a e a n o r S a m a r i a n h i l l c o u n t r y . T h e p l a i n of E s d r a e l o n 
e x t e n d i n g f r o m C a r m e l t o t h e J o r d a n va l ley , is of c o u r s e t he o u t 
s t a n d i n g e x a m p l e of these i n t e r r u p t i o n s , a n d o n c e its fert i l i ty h a d 
a t t r a c t e d h u m a n h a b i t a t i o n i t t o o k o n a spec ia l cha rac t e r t h a t 
effectively s e p a r a t e d n o r t h a n d s o u t h . T h e J o r d a n val ley espe
c ia l ly b e t w e e n t h e l akes of H u l e h a n d G e n n e s a r e t h is n e i t h e r so 
n a r r o w n o r so d e e p as f a r the r s o u t h , a n d e x t e n d s i n t o the p l a i n of 
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B e t h s a i d a o n t h e n o r t h e a s t e r n c o r n e r of t h e l a k e a n d t h a t of 
G e n n e s a r e t h a t i ts w e s t e r n a n g l e . Eas t of t h e J o r d a n t h e h i g h 
t a b l e l a n d s of B a s h a n s l o p e g e n t l y f rom wes t t o eas t a n d a r e cov
ered by a r i c h a l l u v i a l soi l f r o m t h e v o l c a n i c n a t u r e of t h e rock . 
T h i s , c o u p l e d w i t h t h e g o o d y e a r - r o u n d r a i n f a l l , m a k e s t h i s 
r e g i o n e x t r e m e l y fert i le p a s t u r e a n d g r a i n - p r o d u c i n g l a n d a n d 
gives i t a very d i f ferent c h a r a c t e r f rom t h e w e s t e r n s ide of t h e rift 
w h e r e the v i n e a n d t h e o l i ve p r e d o m i n a t e as p r o d u c e of t h e 
s l o p i n g , t e r raced h i l l s . 

P e r h a p s t he m o s t i m p o r t a n t p h y s i c a l f ea tu re of t h e w h o l e 
r e g i o n , e spec ia l ly i n c o n t r a s t w i t h t h e s o u t h , is t h e p l e n t i f u l 
s u p p l y of w a t e r . 5 T h e a m o u n t s of r a i n f a l l i n c r e a s e i n a l l r e g i o n s 
as o n e m o v e s f rom s o u t h to n o r t h , a n d t h e v a r i a t i o n s a r e m u c h 
grea te r t h a n i n c o u n t r i e s of c o m p a r a b l e size, r a n g i n g f r o m as l o w 
as 1.2 i n c h e s p e r a n n u m i n t h e deser t r e g i o n s of t h e s o u t h , t o 44 
i n c h e s p e r a n n u m i n t h e m o u n t a i n s of U p p e r G a l i l e e . 6 T h i s , 
c o u p l e d w i t h a n a l m o s t a n n u a l s n o w f a l l , e n s u r e d e x c e l l e n t 
w a t e r i n g a n d i r r i g a t i o n p o s s i b i l i t i e s for t h e m a n y b a s i n s , w h i c h , 
w e sha l l see, f o r m a n e s sen t i a l p a r t of t h e l a n d s c a p e , e spec ia l ly i n 
L o w e r G a l i l e e , a n d c a u s e a r i c h v e g e t a t i o n . Yet t h i s c a n be a 
m i x e d b less ing , s ince soi l e r o s i o n is a c o n s t a n t p r o b l e m i n t h e 
u p p e r r e g i o n s of t h e h i l l s d u e to t h e s t eep i n c l i n e s a n d t h e s u d d e n , 
heavy r a in fa l l t h a t is c o n f i n e d to a re la t ive ly s h o r t p e r i o d of t i m e 
i n w i n t e r a n d ea r ly s p r i n g . F u r t h e r m o r e , s i nce t h e r o c k i n U p p e r 
G a l i l e e is m o s t l y a t o u g h l i m e s t o n e var ie ty , u n d e r - s u r f a c e w a t e r is 
n o t easily discovered, so t h a t y e a r - r o u n d s to r age h a d t o be a r r a n g e d 
for a n i m a l s a n d h u m a n s , i n cave rns , p i t s a n d c i s t e rns (M. Ta'an 
3:2), m a k i n g life i n t h e r e g i o n t h a t m u c h m o r e di f f icul t . W h i l e 
J o s e p h u s , w i s h i n g to ex to l t h e r i c h n e s s a n d fer t i l i ty of t h e 
p r o v i n c e h e o n c e g o v e r n e d , w o u l d h a v e u s be l ieve t h a t n a t u r e 
s m i l e d o n G a l i l e e by c o m p a r i s o n w i t h o t h e r r e g i o n s (War 3:44), 
t h i s s h o u l d n o t o b s c u r e t h e fact t h a t even t he re life w a s a c o n 
s t a n t s t r u g g l e w i t h r o u g h t e r r a in , l ack of n a t u r a l r e sources , 
a n d seasona l h a z a r d s . M Ta'an 3:1 f reflects t h e a n x i e t y of G a l i l e a n 
fa rmers n o less t h a n t h o s e i n o t h e r r e g i o n s of t h e c o u n t r y : 'So , t o o , 
if r a i n h a d fai led for forty days b e t w e e n r a i n f a l l a n d r a i n f a l l , t hey 
f o r t h w i t h s o u n d t h e shofar, s ince i t m e a n s t h e o n s e t of dear th*. 

L o o k i n g m o r e c losely a t t h e o u t e r r i m of t h e c i rc le t h a t is 
Gal i lee , we start o u r t ou r o n the coastal p l a i n . As a l ready m e n t i o n e d , 
th i s G a l i l e a n sec t ion differs c o n s i d e r a b l y f rom t h a t f a r the r s o u t h , 
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i n t h a t t h e i n t e r i o r h i l l c o u n t r y c o m e s m u c h c loser to t he shore , i n 
fact d i v i d i n g i t a t t w o p o i n t s by t h e C a r m e l a n d L a d d e r of T y r e 
p r o m o n t o r i e s . T h u s w e f ind th ree n a t u r a l l y d i v i d e d a r e a s — t h e 
Z e b u l u n va l ley ( H a i f a Bay) , t h e Acre p l a i n a n d t h e T y r e val ley, a l l 
e q u a l l y s u i t e d for s e p a r a t e s e t t l emen t s , s o m e t h i n g t h a t w o u l d 
benef i t t h e q u a s i - i n d e p e n d e n t ci ty s ta te , w i t h i ts o w n ter r i tory , of 
h e l l e n i s t i c t i m e s . T h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n coas t of P a l e s t i n e is s i n g u 
la r ly l a c k i n g i n n a v i g a b l e p o r t s d u e to t h e ex tens ive shelf, b u t 
w i t h Acco a n d T y r e , t h e G a l i l e a n c o a s t l i n e h a s t w o n o t a b l e excep
t i o n s . I t w a s i n e v i t a b l e therefore t h a t m a r i t i m e c o n c e r n s w o u l d 
a l w a y s d o m i n a t e life he re , l e a d i n g to t h e ear l i e r u r b a n i z a t i o n a n d 
d e v e l o p m e n t of s t r o n g , s t ab le cen te r s , a t o n c e c a p a b l e of h a n d l i n g 
t h e t r ade f rom t h e i n t e r i o r , for w h i c h these p o r t s f o r m e d a n a t u r a l 
o u t l e t , a n d s e r v i n g as m i l i t a r y s t r o n g h o l d s t o p r o t e c t t h e n a r r o w 
r o u t e f r o m n o r t h to s o u t h w h i c h every m i l i t a r y c o n q u e r o r h a d of 
necess i ty t o c o n t r o l . T h i s d u a l r o l e of these s e t t l e m e n t s i nev i t ab ly 
d i f f e ren t i a t ed t h e m s h a r p l y f rom life i n t h e i n t e r i o r . As K a r m o n 
wr i t e s : ' T h e p l a i n d i d n o t f o r m t h e w e s t e r n f r inge of t he s o u t h 
wes t As i a t i c r e g i o n , b u t t h e ea s t e rn m a r g i n of t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n 
r e g i o n . ' 7 

T h e p l a i n itself w a s n o t w i d e e n o u g h for a n y la rge-sca le a g r i 
c u l t u r a l p u r s u i t s , a n d t h i s w a s t o be a c o n s t a n t c ause of f r ic t ion 
as w e s h a l l see. I t w a s n a t u r a l for t h o s e w h o i n h a b i t e d t h e i n t e r i o r 
to w a n t t o c o n t r o l i ts p r o x i m a t e o u t l e t s , a n d o n c e a s epa ra t e 
a n d di f ferent w a y of life h a d b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d o n the coast , i ts 
i n h a b i t a n t s n e e d e d t h e i n t e r i o r t o serve b o t h as a h i n t e r l a n d for 
a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c e a n d t o ac t as a buffer s ta te i n case of r ep r i sa l s 
f rom w i t h i n . T h i s re la t ive ly i so l a t ed c h a r a c t e r of t he coas ta l 
s e t t l e m e n t s is e c h o e d by J o s e p h u s ' d e s c r i p t i o n of P t o l e m a i s : 'a 
m a r i t i m e t o w n i n G a l i l e e , b u i l t a t t h e e n t r a n c e to t he G r e a t P l a i n 
a n d e n c o m p a s s e d w i t h m o u n t a i n s . T o t h e east a t a d i s t a n c e of 60 
f u r l o n g s is t h e G a l i l e a n r a n g e ; t o t h e s o u t h , 120 f u r l o n g s off, lies 
C a r m e l ; t o t h e n o r t h is t h e h i g h e s t c h a i n of a l l , ca l led by the 
n a t i v e s ' t h e L a d d e r of T y r e ' , 100 f u r l o n g s o f f (War 2:188). H e t h e n 
goes o n to desc r ibe o n e n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e of t he area , v i t r eous 
s a n d , w h i c h a p p a r e n t l y m e a n t a l ively m a r i t i m e t rade there . T h i s 
fu r the r u n d e r l i n e d t h e n e e d for a s u i t a b l e a g r i c u l t u r a l h i n t e r l a n d . 
F a r t h e r n o r t h t h e d i l e m m a of T y r e , s i t u a t e d o n a reef i s l a n d w a s 
even m o r e a c u t e , for t h e coas t a l p l a i n h e r e is even n a r r o w e r t h a n a t 
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Acre a n d s o m e e n c r o a c h m e n t of t h e h i n t e r l a n d w a s i n e v i t a b l e n o t 
j u s t for a d e q u a t e s u p p l i e s , b u t t o e n s u r e t h a t t h e c i ty itself w o u l d 
n o t be to ta l ly i so l a t ed as h a p p e n e d d u r i n g A l e x a n d e r ' s seven 
m o n t h s iege. 

T u r n i n g to t h e s o u t h , G a l i l e e is b o r d e r e d by t h e P l a i n of 
E s d r a e l o n , w i t h t h e Q i s h o n a n d H a r o d va l leys a t e i t h e r e n d , sepa r 
a t i n g t h e G a l i l e a n h i l l c o u n t r y f r o m t h a t of S a m a r i a a n d J u d a e a . 
T h i s is p o t e n t i a l l y a n e x t r e m e l y fert i le p l a i n , w i t h t h i c k a l l u v i a l 
soi l . I t is we l l -wa t e r ed , t h e r iver beds b e i n g less s t e ep t h a n i n t h e 
h i l l c o u n t r y a n d so h a v i n g a s t ead ie r a n d m o r e c o n s t a n t f low, b u t 
w h e n bad ly d r a i n e d i t c o u l d be s w a m p y i n t h e w e t s e a s o n . 

Besides its a g r i c u l t u r a l s i gn i f i cance , t h e p l a i n a l s o served as a n 
o p e n i n g u p of t h e c o u n t r y b e t w e e n eas t a n d wes t , o f ten i m p e d e d 
i n t h e h i l l c o u n t r y . A p p a r e n t l y o n e t raverse of t h e so -ca l l ed Via 
Maris p a s s e d t h r o u g h t h e B e t h S h e a n va l ley a n d ac ross t h e 
G r e a t P l a i n p o s s i b l y a l o n g i ts n o r t h e r n f ron t ie r , v e r g i n g o n t h e 
G a l i l e a n h i l l s . 8 T h u s t h e p l a i n a l s o b e c a m e a n i m p o r t a n t over 
l a n d c o m m e r c i a l l i n k b e t w e e n east a n d wes t , a n d i ts c o n t r o l w a s of 
e x t r e m e i m p o r t a n c e t o a n y o n e w h o w i s h e d t o d o m i n a t e t h e w h o l e 
a rea . T h e M e g i d d o p a s s o n i ts w e s t e r n e d g e h a s b e e n o n e of t h e 
m o s t s t ra teg ic passes i n P a l e s t i n e f r o m t h e t i m e of T h u t m o s e I I I 
(1500 B.C.E. ) to t h e p r e s e n t c e n t u r y , c o n t r o l l i n g as i t does t h e 
m e e t i n g p o i n t of e a s t / w e s t a n d n o r t h / s o u t h t raf f ic . 9 L i t t l e 
w o n d e r t h e n , t h a t t h e a r ea a l w a y s seems to h a v e b e e n a s e p a r a t e 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e u n i t , f o r m i n g p a r t of ' t h e k i n g ' s l a n d ' a l l t h r o u g h 
recorded h i s t o ry . 

O n its E a s t e r n s ide t h e J o r d a n rift, i n c l u d i n g t h e l ake , s epa ra t e s 
p o l i t i c a l G a l i l e e f rom T r a n s j o r d a n . T h e r e is a m a r k e d c o n t r a s t i n 
the l a n d s c a p e , for i n s t e a d of series of r i d g e s a n d va l leys , a s i n t h e 
west , t h e eas t e rn u p l a n d s s l o p e a w a y g e n t l y , g r a d u a l l y m e r g i n g 
w i t h t he deser t . As a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d , t h e v o l c a n i c n a t u r e of t h e 
rock a n d t h e g o o d a m o u n t of r a i n f a l l h a s m a d e t h i s a r e a e x t r e m e l y 
fertile. F r o m a n t i q u i t y i t w a s a w h e a t - p r o d u c i n g a r ea a n d la te r 
b e c a m e o n e of t h e g r a n a r i e s of t h e e m p i r e . T h e b u l l s of B a s h a n a r e 
s tor ied i n t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t (Ps 22:12; Amos 4 :11 ; Ez 39:18) a n d 
the T a l m u d a l s o r ecogn izes t h e d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n i t a n d G a l i l e e 
i n t e rms of t h e t y p e of ca t t l e i t p r o d u c e d . 1 0 T h i s d i f ference i n l a n d 
c o n t o u r a n d p r o d u c e g a v e a very d i f ferent c h a r a c t e r to life i n t h e 
t w o r e g i o n s . 1 1 U r b a n i z a t i o n b e c a m e m u c h m o r e a f ea tu re of 
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T r a n s j o r d a n t h a n G a l i l e e p r o p e r , b e c a u s e of t h e r e m o t e n e s s a n d 
inaccess ib i l i t y of m a n y of t he l a t t e r ' s s e t t l e m e n t s . A c c o r d i n g l y 
h u m a n c o n t a c t s b e t w e e n t h e t w o r e g i o n s w e r e n o t l ike ly to be 
p a r t i c u l a r l y f r e q u e n t o r i m p o r t a n t . E a c h c o u l d d e v e l o p its o w n 
life-style, for t he r e w a s n o n a t u r a l d e p e n d e n c e of t h e o n e o n the 
o t h e r . T h e o n l y p o s s i b l e c o m m o n factor w a s t he l ake a n d the 
i n d u s t r y t h a t i t g e n e r a t e d , a n d i n fact w e d o h e a r of a l ively b o a t 
traffic t he r e i n b o t h J o s e p h u s a n d t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t . 1 2 I n th i s 
r e g a r d t h e va l ley of B e t h S h e a n f o r m e d a n a t u r a l l i n k b e t w e e n east 
a n d west , b e l o w t h e l ake , w h i l e n o r t h of i t t h e c r o s s i n g of the r iver 
is eas ier a n d t h e n a t u r a l d i v i d i n g l i n e b e t w e e n eas t a n d wes t is n o t 
t h e r iver itself b u t t h e N a p h t a l i r a n g e r u n n i n g in a n o r t h / s o u t h 
d i r e c t i o n p r o t e c t i n g t h e H u l e h va l ley o n t h e wes t . T h i s n a t u r a l 
b o u n d a r y seems to h a v e b e e n obse rved by t h e p o l i t i c a l l ines of 
T r a c h o n i t i s , a s p a r t of P h i l i p ' s k i n g d o m i n N e w T e s t a m e n t 
t i m e s . 1 3 

F i n a l l y w e r e a c h t h e n o r t h e r n b o u n d a r i e s of G a l i l e e , a n d it is 
s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t t h e p h y s i c a l fea tures h e r e a r e m u c h m o r e c o m p l e x 
a n d t h a t n o o u t s t a n d i n g n a t u r a l b o u n d a r y sugges t s itself to m a r k 
off t h e r e g i o n i n a n y p a r t i c u l a r d i r e c t i o n . P e r h a p s w e s h o u l d n o t 
t h e n be s u r p r i s e d t o f i nd t h a t t h e p o l i t i c a l b o u n d a r i e s h a v e a p p a r 
en t l y ref lected t h i s c o n f u s i o n of n a t u r e . O n t h e w e s t e r n s ide, t he 
va l ley of t h e L i t a n y R i v e r c o u l d h a v e served as o n e s u c h n a t u r a l 
d i v i d i n g l i n e , b u t t h i s w o u l d t ake u s w e l l n o r t h of T y r e , a n d w e 
h a v e seen w h y t h e n a r r o w n e s s of t h e coas t a l p l a i n inev i t ab ly 
c a u s e d t h i s ci ty t o e x p a n d forc ib ly i n t o t he i n t e r i o r . T h i s p o l i t i c a l 
p r e s s u r e p r o v e d s t r o n g e r t h a n U p p e r G a l i l e e ' s i m p e t u s to e x t e n d 
itself t o i ts n a t u r a l f ron t i e r fu r the r n o r t h . O n t h e eas t e rn s ide t he 
n a t u r a l d i v i d i n g l i n e w a s M o u n t H e r m o n , a n d ea r ly Israel l a id 
c l a i m s to t h e t e r r i t o ry as far n o r t h as D a n a t t h e foot of th i s s tor ied 
m o u n t a i n ( G n 14:14; Jdg 18:7.27). H o w e v e r , these c l a i m s were 
r a re ly a c t u a l i z e d a n d o n c e a g a i n p o l i t i c a l r a t h e r t h a n n a t u r a l 
r e a s o n s s e e m to h a v e d e t e r m i n e d t h e d i v i d i n g l i n e a l o n g t h e m u c h 
less p r o m i n e n t Wadi 'Oba, w h i c h fa r the r s o u t h r u n s be tween 
K e d e s h a n d G i s c h a l a . 1 4 As w e s h a l l p r e s e n t l y see, n o r t h / s o u t h 
m o v e m e n t i n t h i s a r e a w a s d i f f icu l t d u e to t he n a t u r a l t e r ra in . 
A b a n d o n e d si tes a r e t oday s i l en t w i tnes se s of a s o m e w h a t inde te r 
m i n a t e b o u n d a r y . T h i s f ron t i e r r e g i o n rece ived l i t t le e n o u g h 
s u p p o r t f r o m t h e c e n t r a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , a n d so those w h o d i d 
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surv ive a n d r e t a i n a n e t h n i c i d e n t i t y w e r e l ike ly to be b o t h i n d e 
p e n d e n t a n d resen t fu l of t h o s e w h o m i g h t w i s h to e x p l o i t t he i r 
r e g i o n ' s n a t u r a l o r s t r a t eg ic p o t e n t i a l for p e r s o n a l r e a s o n s . 

O u r t o u r of t h e o u t e r c i rc le of G a l i l e e h a s i s o l a t e d a c e n t r a l 
h i l l c o u n t r y s u r r o u n d e d by m a r k e d l y d i f ferent p h y s i c a l f ea tu re s— 
a coasta l p l a i n l i n k e d w i t h h a r b o u r s , a l a rge i n l a n d p l a i n , u n u s u a l 
for Pa l e s t i ne , a n d a rift c o m p r i s e d of r iver a n d l ake , t h e o n l y 
n a v i g a b l e w a t e r w a y i n i n l a n d P a l e s t i n e . W e h a v e s u g g e s t e d t h a t 
th i s d i s t inc t ive p h y s i o g r a p h y sugges t s r a t h e r d i f ferent p o s s i b i l 
i t ies for h u m a n o c c u p a t i o n a n d life-style. W e m u s t n o w vis i t t h e 
i n t e r io r to see w h e t h e r t he n a t u r a l cohes iveness of i ts p h y s i c a l 
features w o u l d fu r the r s u p p o r t th i s c o n t e n t i o n . 

I I 

T H E H I L L C O U N T R Y O F G A L I L E E 

B o t h J o s e p h u s a n d r a b b i n i c l i t e r a t u r e s p e a k of U p p e r a n d 
L o w e r Ga l i l ee , b u t w h e r e a s t h e fo rmer seems to be m o r e c o n c e r n e d 
w i t h the p o l i t i c a l rea l i t i es of h i s o w n d a y t h e l a t t e r e x p l i c i t l y 
m e n t i o n s p h y s i c a l fea tures as d e t e r m i n a t i v e of t h e d i v i d i n g l i n e — 
U p p e r Gal i lee begins at Kefar H a n a n i a , above w h i c h the sycamore 
does n o t g r o w (M. Sheb 9:2). A l t i t u d e a n d v e g e t a t i o n d e t e r m i n e 
t he d i v i s i o n a n d p r e s u m a b l y p o l i t i c a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n f o l l o w e d 
su i t . B u t t h e M i s h n a h a l s o r ecogn izes a t h i r d d i v i s i o n , t h e Va l ley , 
p r o b a b l y t h e w h o l e b a s i n of t he l a k e a n d n o t j u s t t h e G e n n e s a r e t h 
p l a i n o n i ts n o r t h w e s t e r n c o r n e r , w h i c h J o s e p h u s desc r ibes i n 
s u c h g l o w i n g t e r m s (War 3 :516-21) . 1 5 J o s e p h u s g ives f u r t h e r 
de ta i l s t h a t h e l p to loca t e t h e b o u n d a r y l i n e b e t w e e n U p p e r a n d 
L o w e r G a l i l e e m o r e prec ise ly . L o w e r G a l i l e e i n h i s d a y e x t e n d e d 
i n a n o r t h / s o u t h d i r e c t i o n f rom X a l o t h , a v i l l a g e i n t h e G r e a t 
P l a i n , to Bersabe . 'At t h i s p o i n t U p p e r G a l i l e e b e g i n s , w h i c h 
e x t e n d s i n b r e a d t h (i .e. n o r t h / s o u t h ) t o t h e v i l l a g e of B a c a ' (War 
3:39). B o t h Bersabe a n d Kefar H a n a n i a h a v e been iden t i f i ed as t w o 
sites p r o x i m a t e to each o t h e r i n t h e Be th h a - C e r e m ( ' H o u s e of t h e 
V ine ' ) Val ley , a n d i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y t h i s va l ley a n d its c o n t i n u a 
t i o n to t h e eas t i n t h e d e e p g o r g e of t h e A m m u d s t r e a m s e p a r a t e d 
U p p e r f rom L o w e r G a l i l e e . 1 6 I n fact t h e r e a r e p e a k s of ove r 3,000 
feet n o r t h of t h i s l i n e , M t . M e r o n a t 3,963 feet b e i n g t h e h i g h e s t , 
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w h e r e a s s o u t h f r o m t h e r e a l l a r e less t h a n 2,000 feet. S ince th i s 
t h r ee fo ld d i s t i n c t i o n w o u l d a p p e a r to be b a s e d o n p h y s i c a l 
fea tures , a brief c o n s i d e r a t i o n of h o w these w e r e l ike ly to h a v e 
affected h u m a n o c c u p a t i o n seems ca l l ed for. 

(i) Lower Galilee. 

W e m a y d i v i d e t h e r e g i o n of L o w e r G a l i l e e i n t o t w o p a r t s , 
b a s e d o n r o c k f o r m a t i o n o n i ts wes t a n d eas t s ides . O n t h e wes t e rn 
s ide t h e d o m i n a n t fea tu re is a series of r a n g e s of l i m e s t o n e o r 
r e l a t e d rock , s e p a r a t e d by d e e p b a s i n s r u n n i n g i n a W S W / E N E 
d i r e c t i o n . T h e s e r a n g e s , g o i n g f r o m n o r t h to s o u t h , a r e S h a g o r , 
Y o t v a t h , T i r ' a n a n d N a z a r e t h , s e p a r a t i n g t h e va l leys of B e t h 
K e r e m , S a k h n i n , B e t h N e t o f a h a n d T i r ' a n , a n d s o u t h of t h e Naz
a r e t h r a n g e t h e p l a i n of E s d r a e l o n . 1 6 T h e N a z a r e t h r a n g e h a s a 
softer r o c k f o r m a t i o n t h a n t h e o t h e r t h r ee a n d so p r e s e n t s less of a 
mass i f f o r m w i t h q u i t e a n a m o u n t of e r o s i o n i s o l a t i n g different 
s ec t i ons . T o t h e eas t o n e f inds a series of p l a t e a u s , covered by 
shee t s of basa l t , d u e to v o l c a n i c ac t iv i ty i n t h e a rea , of w h i c h t h e 
H o r n s of H a t t i n is t h e o u t s t a n d i n g r e m i n d e r . T h e s e p l a t e a u s 
a s c e n d f r o m a S W t o a N E d i r e c t i o n , e v e n t u a l l y r e a c h i n g t h e 
e s c a r p m e n t w h i c h o v e r l o o k s t h e l ake . T h i s series b e g i n s i n t h e 
s o u t h w i t h Mt . G i l b o a a n d G i v a t h a M o r e a t t he N E e d g e of t he 
P l a i n of Jezree l ; n e x t c o m e s t h e Y a v n a ' e l m o u n t a i n s a n d val ley, 
a n d f ina l ly , before t h e l ake , t h e P o r i y a r i d g e . F u r t h e r n o r t h the re 
is H a t t i n a n d Arbe l a , a l l p a r t of t h e s a m e f a u l t i n g . T h u s the 
eastern side of L o w e r Ga l i l ee is m u c h m o r e r u g g e d t h a n the western 
w h e r e the valleys be tween the r anges o p e n o u t towards P to lemais 
a n d the coast, a n d so the r eg ion was never densely p o p u l a t e d . 

L o o k i n g a t t h e p i c t u r e j u s t p r e s e n t e d , i t is n o t d i f f icul t to detect 
c e r t a i n fea tures w h i c h w e r e l ike ly t o affect h u m a n life i n t h e area . 
T h e va l leys o n t h e ea s t e rn s ide a r e n a r r o w a n d d e v i o u s a n d c o m 
m u n i c a t i o n o n a n e a s t / w e s t a x i s is n o t a t a l l as easy as m i g h t 
a p p e a r a t first s i g h t . I n t u r n t h i s m e a n s t h a t t h e r e g i o n of t h e 
l a k e is t o s o m e d e g r e e c u t off f rom t h e res t of L o w e r G a l i l e e , a 
factor t h a t w i l l h a v e to be k e p t i n m i n d w h e n d i s c u s s i n g t h e l ikely 
s p h e r e of i n f l u e n c e of T i b e r i a s o n t h e h i n t e r l a n d . T h e r u g g e d 
t e r r a i n e spec ia l ly i n t h e r e g i o n of A r b e l a a p p e a r s r epea t ed ly i n 
h i s t o r y as a h a v e n for t h o s e w h o w e r e a t t e m p t i n g to flee f rom 
e n e m i e s o r i n v a d e r s . O n t h e o t h e r h a n d t h e b r o a d e r val leys of t h e 
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wes t s ide w e r e n o t so t h r e a t e n i n g to t h e i n v a d e r s i n c e t h e c o u n t r y 
s ide d i d n o t l e n d itself so eas i ly t o g u e r i l l a - s t y l e ac t iv i ty , a n d 
t h e P t o l e m a i s — S e p p h o r i s r o u t e w a s t a k e n m o r e t h a n o n c e by a 
g e n e r a l w h o w i s h e d to i n s t i l fear i n t o t h e p o p u l a c e of L o w e r 
G a l i l e e . 1 8 

P e r h a p s even m o r e s i g n i f i c a n t t h a n t h e s t r a t eg i c effects is t h e 
i m p a c t of t h e p h y s i c a l fea tures o n everyday life. H o w w a s t h e 
t e r r a in l ike ly to h a v e s h a p e d life i n t h e a rea? W h a t d e g r e e of c o h e s -
iveness a n d sense of c o m m u n i t y w a s l ike ly to be g e n e r a t e d by these 
c o n d i t i o n s ? A t first s i g h t t h e she l t e r ed va l leys of L o w e r G a l i l e e 
m i g h t a p p e a r idea l for h u m a n h a b i t a t i o n , b u t i n fact t h i s is n o t 
en t i re ly t rue . T h e s t r e a m s t h a t w a t e r these b a s i n s a r e r a p i d a n d 
s ea sona l , so t h a t t h e r e is t o o m u c h l a n d e r o s i o n a n d p o s s i b i l i t y 
of f l o o d i n g w h e n t h e o u t l e t s a r e n o t a b l e t o t ake t h e s u d d e n f low 
of wate r . As a r e su l t m o s t of t h e s e t t l emen t s a r e off t h e f loor of t h e 
val leys, yet n e a r e n o u g h to b e a b l e t o u t i l i ze t h e fer t i le b a s i n s 
a n d avai l of t he w a t e r s u p p l y by i r r i g a t i o n a n d d a m m i n g . T h e 
s lopes of t h e h i l l s , e spec ia l ly t h e s teeper o n e s , w e r e m o r e s u i t e d t o 
the c u l t i v a t i o n of t h e v i n e a n d t h e o l ive , e i t h e r by t e r r a c i n g o r s t r i p 
lynche t , t h e f o r m e r a p p a r e n t l y b e i n g t h e m o r e p o p u l a r f o r m i n 
J u d a e a w h i l e t h e l a t t e r is c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of G a l i l e e . 1 9 A r e c e n t 
d e m o g r a p h i c survey of s e t t l e m e n t si tes i n L o w e r G a l i l e e h a s d i s 
covered a n i n t e r e s t i n g c o n t r a s t b e t w e e n t h e t h r e e n o r t h e r n s p u r s 
o n t h e o n e h a n d a n d t h e N a z a r e t h r a n g e of h i l l s o n t h e o t h e r . I n 
the fo rmer s even ty -one p e r c e n t of t h e s e t t l e m e n t s ( t h a t is 22 o u t of 
a to ta l of 31 v i l l ages ) a r e t o be f o u n d o n t h e s lopes , l o w e r r i d g e s 
a n d j u s t off t h e b a s i n s , w h e r e a s i n t h e l a t t e r t h e i n s t a n c e s of l o w e r 
sites a r e far less f r e q u e n t a n d m a n y a r e f o u n d r i g h t a t t h e t o p . 2 0 

T h e r ea son for th i s s u r p r i s i n g difference is a p p a r e n t l y t h e c o n 
t r a s t i n g rock f o r m a t i o n s of t h e h i l l s — t h o s e of t h e N a z a r e t h r a n g e 
b e i n g s e m i - p e r v i o u s c h a l k , a s w e n o t e d , a n d the re fo re p r o v i d i n g 
a d e q u a t e soi l cove rage a n d p l e n t y of s p r i n g s w h i c h m a k e a g r i 
c u l t u r e p o s s i b l e even o n t h e t o p of t h e r a n g e . T h u s w e h a v e a very 
s t r i k i n g e x a m p l e of h u m a n s e t t l e m e n t s f o l l o w i n g t h e n a t u r a l 
p o t e n t i a l i t i e s of t h e c o u n t r y . A t t h e s a m e t i m e t h e l o c a t i n g of t h e 
s e t t l emen t s s h o w s t h e r e l a t ive i n d e p e n d e n c e of e a c h i n r e l a t i o n to 
i ts n e i g h b o r s , b u t w i t h t h e p o s s i b i l i t y of l oca l i n t e r - c o m m u n i c a 
t i o n a l o n g t h e b a s i n s . 

T h e q u e s t i o n of m o r e e x t e n s i v e c o m m u n i c a t i o n is r e l a t e d to t h e 
r o a d sys tem, t h e s i t u a t i o n of w h i c h is p a r t l y t h e r e s u l t of n a t u r a l 
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c o n d i t i o n s a n d p a r t l y m a n ' s a t t e m p t to a d a p t t h i s t o h i s o w n best 
in te res t s . I n t h e a n c i e n t w o r l d r o a d s of ten r a n o n h i g h e r g r o u n d 
a v o i d i n g t h e s w a m p y l o w e r r e g i o n s a n d b e i n g less o p e n to a t t ack 
f r o m h i g h w a y r o b b e r s a n d v i l l age r s . T h e g r e a t t h r o u g h r o a d s a re 
l ike ly t o t ake t h e safest r o u t e s , a v o i d i n g t h e m o r e r e m o t e a n d 
inaccess ib l e r e g i o n s . W h i l e G a l i l e e d i d h a v e a n u m b e r of s u c h 
r o a d s , 2 1 t hey w e r e s e c o n d a r y by c o m p a r i s o n w i t h t h a t w h i c h c a m e 
f r o m t h e eas t v i a t h e B e t h S h e a n va l ley a n d sk i r t ed L o w e r G a l i l e e 
o n i t s w a y to t h e coas t . I n a sense t h e l a k e f o r m e d t h e u l t i m a t e 
b a r r i e r b e t w e e n eas t a n d wes t a n d t h e r o a d s f r o m t h e coas t h a d to 
t u r n n o r t h w a r d to cross t h e J o r d a n a t t h e ' D a u g h t e r s of J a c o b ' 
b r i d g e , b u t t h i s w a s i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y less p o p u l a r t h a n t h e o t h e r 
a r m f u r t h e r s o u t h b e c a u s e of t h e r u g g e d t e r r a i n to be crossed 
before r e a c h i n g t h e l a k e sho re . S i m i l a r l y t h e m o u n t a i n r o a d f rom 
H e b r o n v ia J e r u s a l e m , a p p a r e n t l y d i d n o t c o n t i n u e b e y o n d 
N a z a r e t h , a n d c e r t a i n l y d i d n o t t raverse U p p e r G a l i l e e because of 
t h e n a t u r a l b a r r i e r s t o t r a v e l i n g i n a N / S d i r e c t i o n w h i c h t h e 
G a l i l e a n t e r r a i n p r e s e n t e d . T h i s i n t u r n c o n t r i b u t e d to the sense 
of r e m o t e n e s s of t h e n o r t h e r n a r e a f r o m i ts c u l t u r a l a n d c u l t i c 
c e n t e r a t J e r u s a l e m . W h a t is n o t e w o r t h y a b o u t a l l these m a j o r 
a r t e r i e s , even t oday , is t h e fact t h a t w h i l e t hey c o n n e c t t he m a j o r 
t o w n s , t h e v i l l ages a r e a l l l o c a t e d a t s o m e d i s t a n c e f rom t h e m . 2 2 

N o d o u b t secur i ty p l a y e d a m a j o r r o l e i n t h i s , b u t i t h e l p s to 
u n d e r l i n e t h e s e c l u d e d n a t u r e of v i l l a g e life i n G a l i l e e a n d the 
l ack of a n y p e r m a n e n t c o n t a c t s w i t h t h e l a r g e r w o r l d , excep t o n 
very spec ia l o c c a s i o n s . T h i s is p e r h a p s t h e o u t s t a n d i n g fact t h a t 
t h i s brief o p e n i n g l o o k a t life i n G a l i l e e h a s to offer for t he 
p u r p o s e s of t h e p r e s e n t s t udy , a n d i t w i l l be c o n f i r m e d i n m a n y 
di f ferent w a y s i n s u b s e q u e n t c h a p t e r s . 

(ii) Upper Galilee. 

As a l r e a d y n o t e d t h e M i s h n a h m a k e s a c lear d i s t i n c t i o n be tween 
U p p e r a n d L o w e r G a l i l e e o n t h e bas i s of t h e g e o g r a p h i c features 
of ' w h e r e t h e sycamore g r o w s ' . T h e r e a re however , o the r differences 
b e t w e e n t h e t w o r e g i o n s , for i n t h e n o r t h n o t mere ly d o the 
m o u n t a i n r i dges g o i n a n e a s t / w e s t d i r e c t i o n , b u t these a re crossed 
by o t h e r f au l t s w i t h a S E / N W o r i e n t a t i o n , m a k i n g t h e w h o l e a rea 
a m a z e of va l leys , g o r g e s , b a s i n s , r i dges a n d i so la t ed p e a k s . T h e 
e l e v a t i o n o n t h e w e s t e r n s ide is n o t so g rea t as o n t he east , b u t the 
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f a u l t i n g h a s i n f l u e n c e d t h e l a n d s c a p e m o r e , so t h a t o n e gets a 
series of p a r a l l e l g o r g e s a n d p l a t e a u s . 2 3 T h e r o c k is a t o u g h l i m e 
s tone f o r m a t i o n , a n d th i s , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e a b u n d a n t r a in fa l l , 
e n s u r e a l u s h a n d r i c h v e g e t a t i o n . T h e A m m u d R i v e r s epa ra t e s 
t he wes t f rom the east , a n d o n th i s s ide o n e f inds l a rge r b a s i n s s u c h 
as a t Kedesh , a n d l o n g e r , u n b r o k e n r a n g e s s u c h as t he N a p h t a l i 
r a n g e , p r o v i d i n g a p r o t e c t i n g w a l l for t h e u p p e r J o r d a n val ley , 
a n d fur ther s o u t h t h e Safed r a n g e . 

U p p e r G a l i l e e h a s therefore a m o r e r u g g e d aspec t , yet t h e 
n a t u r a l c o n d i t i o n s m a k e for a fert i le a rea , p r o v i d e d i t is p r o p e r l y 
w o r k e d . T h e a r ea h a s a l w a y s b e e n a b o r d e r o n e w i t h i n Is rae l a n d 
a l l t he s e t t l emen t s t he re h a d to t ake a c c o u n t of th i s fact of l i f e . 2 4 

A c c o r d i n g l y t h e l a r g e r cen te r s , K a d e s h a n d G i s c h a l a , t ake o n t h e 
aspec t of fortresses (War 4:108; M.Arak 9:6). O t h e r s e t t l e m e n t s a r e 
h i g h u p o n the s lopes a n d t h e s p u r s , a n d th i s h a s m e a n t t h a t t h e 
a rea r e m a i n e d r u r a l t h r o u g h o u t , i m p e r v i o u s to t h e a t t r a c t i o n s of 
u r b a n i z a t i o n even w h e n official R o m a n p o l i c y w a s t e n d i n g i n 
t h a t d i r e c t i o n . 2 5 Because of i ts p h y s i c a l fea tures c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
i n U p p e r G a l i l e e w e r e even m o r e d i f f icul t t h a n they w e r e fu r the r 
s o u t h . T h e p o r t of T y r e w a s of c o u r s e t h e m a i n ob jec t ive of 
t h r o u g h traffic a n d a p p a r e n t l y a r o a d d i d c o m e f r o m D a m a s c u s 
over Paneas a n d t h r o u g h the D i s h o n valley. N o d o u b t th is e x p l a i n s 
the c o n s t a n t t e n s i o n b e t w e e n Kedasa , a T y r i a n s t r o n g h o l d i n 
Jo sephus* day , a n d t h e G a l i l e a n s . U p p e r G a l i l e e w a s there fore 
very m u c h a bo rde r - a r ea , w i t h a p r e d o m i n a n c e of v i l l a g e life re la 
tively i so la ted f rom e a c h o t h e r a n d f rom o t h e r r e g i o n s . S u c h c o n 
d i t i o n s a re c a l c u l a t e d to e n g e n d e r s t r o n g loca l p r i d e , a t t a c h m e n t 
to ances t r a l t r a d i t i o n s , a n d a n i n d e p e n d e n c e t h a t does n o t t ake 
k i n d l y to c h a n g e s o r a d a p t a t i o n of t h e t r a d i t i o n to m e e t m o r e 
p r e s s i n g p r o b l e m s a t t h e cen te r . T h e pos s ib i l i t i e s offered by b e i n g 
the n a t u r a l h i n t e r l a n d for s u c h a b u s y a n d t h r i v i n g cen t e r as T y r e 
w o u l d a l w a y s h a v e to be b a l a n c e d w i t h t h e a n c e s t r a l v a l u e s t h a t 
differed f rom those of t h e l a rge r c o s m o p o l i t a n w o r l d e i t he r 
of P h o e n i c i a n or Hel len i s t i c t imes . Yet peasan ts , precisely because 
the i r o u t l o o k is essen t ia l ly b o u n d by t h e v i l l a g e a n d the loya l t i e s 
t h a t t h a t e n g e n d e r s , a r e m u c h less s u s c e p t i b l e t o s u c h i n f l u e n c e s 
even w h e n l i v i n g i n c lose p r o x i m i t y to t h e m . S o far as w e c a n 
j u d g e , the U p p e r G a l i l e a n p e a s a n t w a s n o e x c e p t i o n i n th i s r ega rd . 
W h e n ca l led to de fend G i s c h a l a , t he i r l oca l cen te r , they w e r e m o r e 
in te res ted i n a g r i c u l t u r e t h a n w a r (War 4:84). 
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( i i i) The Valley. 

T h e t h i r d r e g i o n of G a l i l e e m e n t i o n e d by t h e M i s h n a h is t he 
Va l ley , a n d for o u r p u r p o s e s a t least t h i s c a n be t a k e n to i n c l u d e 
t h e J o r d a n rift f rom its sou rces a t t h e foot of M o u n t H e r m o n to t h e 
B e t h S h e a n val ley , s o u t h of t h e l ake . T h e first sec t ion , t h e H u l e h 
b a s i n fo rms a n a t u r a l reservoi r , s ince it is t h e r ecep tac l e for w a t e r 
f l o w i n g f rom t h e N a p h t a l i r a n g e o n t h e west , t h e G a u l a n h i l l s o n 
t h e east , a n d t h e t h r ee h e a d s t r e a m s f rom t h e n o r t h w h i c h even tu 
a l ly m e r g e t o f o r m t h e J o r d a n R i v e r . 2 6 W h i l e t h i s sec t ion w a s 
o u t s i d e p o l i t i c a l G a l i l e e for t h e p e r i o d u n d e r d i s c u s s i o n in th i s 
s t u d y it d i d f o r m p a r t of t h e p r o m i s e d l a n d of I s rae l i t e t imes . As 
m i g h t be e x p e c t e d t h e s p r i n g s t h a t g a v e r i se to t h e J o r d a n w i t h its 
p l e n t i f u l s u p p l y of wa t e r , w e r e u n d e r s t o o d to be t h e gift of t h e 
de i ty . T h u s i t is n o t s u r p r i s i n g to f ind a sacred s h r i n e the re f rom 
a n c i e n t t imes , a n d t h i s c o n t i n u e d i n t o t h e h e l l e n i s t i c p e r i o d , as w e 
s h a l l s e e . 2 7 Bes ides , M t . H e r m o n t o w e r i n g over t h e w h o l e a rea w a s 
a c c o r d e d q u a s i - d i v i n e p o w e r i n I s rae l i t e lo re (Ps 133:3; 89:13). 
A n c i e n t c o n t a c t s a n d a s s o c i a t i o n s c a n t r a n s c e n d p o l i t i c a l b o u n d 
ar ies , a n d n o d o u b t for t h e p e a s a n t p e o p l e of U p p e r G a l i l e e th i s 
a r e a c o n t i n u e d to h a v e very spec ia l a t t r a c t i o n . I t is n o t s u r p r i s i n g 
the re fore to h e a r of a s izable J e w i s h p o p u l a t i o n i n Caesa rea 
P h i l i p p i (Ban ia s ) i n t h e first c e n t u r y C .E . {Life 74f). 

As w e m o v e d o w n t h e val ley, t h e o n l y s u i t a b l e c r o s s i n g p o i n t of 
t h e r iver w a s a t t h e ' D a u g h t e r s of J a c o b ' b r i d g e , s ince far ther 
s o u t h t h e r iver e n t e r s a rocky b a s a l t g o r g e w i t h t h e h i l l s s t a n d i n g 
1,200 feet a b o v e t h e s t r e a m . H e r e t h e n w a s a n i m p o r t a n t c r o s s i n g 
p o i n t a n d t h e a n c i e n t fortress of H a z o r g u a r d e d t h e pas s . A p p a r 
e n t l y t h e r o u t e w a s n o t so i m p o r t a n t i n h e l l e n i s t i c t imes , s ince 
H a z o r w a s t h e n i n dec l ine , p r e s u m a b l y b e c a u s e a m o r e d i rec t 
n o r t h e r n r o u t e to T y r e o r t h e s o u t h e r n o n e t h r o u g h the Be th 
S h e a n va l ley w a s prefe r red . E v e n t u a l l y t h e r iver r eaches t h e lake , 
i ts va l ley b r o a d e n i n g o u t i n t o t w o p l a i n s , t hose of G e n n e s a r a n d 
B e t h s a i d a a t t h e N W a n d N E co rne r s . S i m i l a r l y the re is the 
J o r d a n - Y a r m u k p l a i n a t t he s o u t h e r n e n d . F o r t h e rest, t he lake , 
twe lve m i l e s l o n g by five m i l e s w i d e a t i ts b r o a d e s t p o i n t , is 
e n c l o s e d by t h e s u r r o u n d i n g h i l l s . T h u s th£ s h o r e a n d i ts i m m e d 
ia te h i n t e r l a n d h a d a c h a r a c t e r of i ts o w n q u i t e d i f ferent f rom t h e 
v i l l a g e life i n l a n d . T h e l ake itself w i t h i ts p l e n t i f u l s u p p l y of fish 
p r o v i d e d t h e o n l y rea l n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e of t h e r e g i o n a p a r t f rom 
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a g r i c u l t u r e , a n d the re is a m p l e ev idence t h a t t h i s w a s e x p l o i t e d to 
the full . Besides , as a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d it w a s n a v i g a b l e , a n d so 
con tac t s w i t h t h e dif ferent l ife-style of T r a n s j o r d a n w e r e p o s s i b l e . 
Inev i t ab ly , t h e p rocess of u r b a n i z a t i o n h e r e w a s h a s t e n e d by t h e 
i ndus t r i e s a s soc ia t ed w i t h t h e l ake , a n d t h e s h o r e is d o t t e d w i t h 
se t t l emen t s , s o m e of w h i c h a t leas t h a d a very d i f ferent a t m o s 
p h e r e to t he v i l l ages of t h e i n t e r i o r ( P h i l o t e r i a , T a r i c h a e a e , 
T i b e r i a s ) . B o t h J o s e p h u s {War 3:516-21) a n d P l i n y {Nat Hist 
V, 15.70-72) s p e a k of t he a r e a i n g l o w i n g t e r m s , t h e f o r m e r i n 
p a r t i c u l a r p r a i s i n g t h e h e a r t y w i n e a n d fer t i l i ty of t h e p l a i n of 
G e n n e s a r e t h a n d t h e l a t t e r m e n t i o n i n g t h e h o t s p r i n g s i n t h e 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d of T i b e r i a s t h a t m u s t h a v e b e e n a t o u r i s t a t t r a c 
t i on (cf. Life 85). Li fe i n t h e va l ley t h e n a p p e a r s m o r e c o s m o p o l 
i t an a n d m o b i l e t h a n e l s e w h e r e i n G a l i l e e , w h e r e t h e o l d e r m o r e 
set t led fo rm w o u l d seem to h a v e a be t te r o p p o r t u n i t y to p r e v a i l 
de sp i t e v a r i o u s p o l i t i c a l c h a n g e s . 

(iv) Some Tentative Conclusions. 

T h i s r a p i d survey of t h e p h y s i c a l fea tures of G a l i l e e a n d the i r 
l ikely i m p a c t o n h u m a n h a b i t a t i o n a n d life i n t h e a r e a h a s a l r e a d y 
i n d i c a t e d ce r t a in t op i c s of d i s c u s s i o n t h a t w i l l h a v e to be e x p l o r e d 
in g rea te r de t a i l i n t h e p a g e s a h e a d . 

Fi rs t ly , t he so i l a n d c l i m a t e of G a l i l e e m a k e i t by far t h e m o s t 
fertile a n d p r o d u c t i v e r e g i o n of t h e c o u n t r y , a n d its l o c a t i o n as a 
h i n t e r l a n d to t w o t h r i v i n g p o r t s m e a n t t h a t i ts p r o d u c e c o u l d be 
easi ly t r a n s p o r t e d to l u c r a t i v e m a r k e t s . G a l i l e e p r o d u c e d a l l t h e 
i m p o r t a n t a g r i c u l t u r a l i t e m s t h a t w e r e i n d e m a n d i n t h e a n c i e n t 
w o r l d . W h e a t a n d g r a i n a r e a s soc ia t ed w i t h t h e p l a i n s a n d t h e 
l a rger t racts of a r a b l e l a n d , a n d it is n o t s u r p r i s i n g to h e a r of 
g r a n a r i e s a t B e t h S h e a r i m i n t h e s o u t h {Life 118f) a n d G i s c h a l a i n 
the n o r t h {Life 7 1 ) . 2 8 T h e v i n e a n d t h e o l i ve a r e a l s o to b e f o u n d 
everywhere , b u t they a r e m o r e of ten m e n t i o n e d i n c o n j u n c t i o n 
w i t h sites i n t h e c e n t r a l h i g h l a n d s , w h e r e they c a n be t e n d e d 
even o n s m a l l p l o t s of g r o u n d o n t h e h i l l s i de s a n d m o u n t a i n 
s lopes . I t w i l l be i n t e r e s t i n g to see h o w these a d v a n t a g e o u s c o n d i 
t ions affected t h e q u a l i t y of life of t h e i n h a b i t a n t s . 2 9 

Second ly , w e f o u n d t h a t t h e n a m e G a l i l e e , m e a n i n g 'circle* is 
n o t j u s t a n a c c u r a t e e t h n o g r a p h i c a l d e s c r i p t i o n , as is g e n e r a l l y as 
s u m e d , b u t is a l s o a n d p e r h a p s o r i g i n a l l y , a s u i t a b l e g e o g r a p h i c 
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o n e t oo . T h e c e n t r a l h i l l c o u n t r y , d e s p i t e t h e i n t e r n a l differ
ences b e t w e e n n o r t h a n d s o u t h , is s t i l l q u i t e d i s t i n c t f rom t h e 
s u r r o u n d i n g p l a i n s a n d rift, a n d h i s t o r i c a l l y w e k n o w t h a t s u c h 
d i s t i n c t i o n s g e n e r a t e d a very di f ferent c u l t u r e a n d life style 
b e t w e e n the cen te r a n d t h e p e r i p h e r y . I nev i t ab ly , soc ia l a n d 
c u l t u r a l t e n s i o n s w e r e to e m e r g e b e t w e e n coas t a n d in t e r io r , b u t 
i t s h o u l d n o t be a s s u m e d t h a t t h e o l d e r w a y of life h a d a l w a y s to be 
t h e loser i n s u c h c i r c u m s t a n c e s . O n t h e o t h e r h a n d c o m m e r c i a l 
l i n k s c a n co-ex is t w i t h i n s u c h c u l t u r a l d ivers i ty p r o v i d e d n o 
a t t e m p t is m a d e by t h e s t r o n g e r p a r t n e r t o ' t a k e over ' o r to ta l ly 
d o m i n a t e t h e w e a k e r . If t h i s does o c c u r i t is l ike ly to be res is ted 
fiercely, a n d so w e f ind t h a t t h e g e o g r a p h i c a l d ivers i ty of coas ta l 
p l a i n a n d i n t e r i o r g a v e r i se t o a f l u c t u a t i n g set of h u m a n r e l a t i o n s 
b e t w e e n t h e t w o . W h i l e c o n d i t i o n s i n t h e rift differed cons ide rab ly 
f rom t h e i n t e r i o r , t he re w a s n o t l ike ly to h a v e b e e n s u c h a s h a r p 
c u l t u r a l c l a s h the re , s ince t h e n a r r o w rift r e g i o n c o u l d n o t h a v e 
s u p p o r t e d t he p o p u l a t i o n i t a t t r ac ted w i t h o u t t h e b a c k - u p s u p p o r t 
of t h e i n t e r i o r ' s a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c e . 

T h i r d l y , w e h a v e seen h o w t h e p h y s i c a l fea tures in t he i n t e r i o r 
r i g i d l y d e t e r m i n e d t h e s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n i n t h e h i l l s a n d val leys. 
T h i s s t r ic t c o r r e l a t i o n sugges t s t h a t m a n y of these se t t l emen t s 
w e r e very a n c i e n t i n d e e d , u n d i s t u r b e d t h r o u g h t h e cen tu r i e s . T h i s 
m u s t h a v e g i v e n a g r e a t sense of p e r m a n e n c y to life there , a n d a 
s t r o n g a d h e r e n c e to t r a d i t i o n a l p a t t e r n s . U r b a n i z a t i o n w a s never 
l ike ly to t ake over t h e c o n t r o l of life i n c en t r a l G a l i l e e , a n d i n fact 
never d id . S e p p h o r i s , for a l l i ts p o l i t i c a l i m p o r t a n c e , d i d n o t 
g r o w o u t of t h e c o n f l u e n c e of n a t u r a l a n d h u m a n resources i n the 
w a y t h a t B e t h S h e a n d id , a n d so it c o u l d never h o p e to d o m i n a t e 
life i n t h e v i l l ages of G a l i l e e . T h i s m e a n s t h a t g e o p h y s i c a l l y the 
i n t e r i o r of G a l i l e e w a s p a r t i c u l a r l y s u i t e d to a p e a s a n t style of life 
w i t h p e o p l e l i v i n g t o g e t h e r i n c lose ties of k i n s h i p i n re la t ively 
s m a l l a n d i so l a t ed s e t t l emen t s . T h i s t en t a t i ve c o n c l u s i o n is 
p e r h a p s t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t of a l l for t h e s h a p e of o u r fur ther 
e n q u i r i e s . 

Ill 
T H E E A R L I E S T R E C O R D S O F H U M A N H A B I T A T I O N 

I N G A L I L E E . 

O u r c o n c l u s i o n s n a t u r a l l y h a v e to be r a t h e r t en ta t ive a n d w e 
m a y even be accused of r e a d i n g i n t o t h e m the k n o w n his tor ical da ta 
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of a la ter p e r i o d . W e a re f o r t u n a t e there fore i n b e i n g a b l e to test 
t h e m i n t he l i g h t of t h e b ib l i c a l r eco rds of t h e I s rae l i t e o c c u p a t i o n 
of n o r t h e r n P a l e s t i n e , t h e ear l ies t w r i t t e n r eco rds of h u m a n h a b i 
t a t i o n i n the a rea . As is we l l k n o w n , these a c c o u n t s p o s e spec ia l 
l i terary a n d h i s t o r i c a l p r o b l e m s w h i c h w e c a n n o t d i scuss he re . 
H o w e v e r , t h e fact t h a t t h e b o o k s of J o s u a a n d J u d g e s h a v e t w o 
r a t h e r different a c c o u n t s of t h e s e t t l e m e n t of t h e t r ibes is i n t h i s 
i n s t a n c e a real b o n u s , for i t h a s c o n v i n c e d s c h o l a r s t h a t t h e la ter 
t h e o l o g i a n s a n d c h r o n i c l e r s of I s rae l h a d a v a i l a b l e t o t h e m o l d e r 
t r a d i t i o n s d e a l i n g w i t h t he i r a n c e s t o r s ' o c c u p a t i o n of t h e l a n d . 3 0 

T w o m a j o r t r i u m p h s of t h e I s rae l i t e l e a g u e over t h e C a n a a n i t e s 
a re recorded , t h e v ic tory of J o s u a over J a b i n , k i n g of H a z o r by t h e 
wa te r s of M e r o m (Jos 11:1-12) a n d t h a t of D e b o r a h a n d B a r a k 
over t h e s a m e k i n g a n d h i s g e n e r a l S isera (Jdg 4) . W h a t e v e r t h e 
h i s to r i ca l rea l i t i es u n d e r l y i n g these t w o c a m p a i g n s i t is c lear t h a t 
t r ad i t i on r e m e m b e r e d a b l o o d y c o n q u e s t of t h e n o r t h , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
assoc ia ted w i t h H a z o r a n d i ts k i n g . 3 1 T h i s c i ty h a s n o w b e e n 
ident i f ied w i t h a s t ra teg ic s i te i n t h e u p p e r J o r d a n va l ley o n t h e 
i n l a n d r o a d l e a d i n g n o r t h to Syr ia a b o u t h a l f w a y b e t w e e n t h e 
n o r t h e r n shore of L a k e G e n n e s a r e t h a n d the s o u t h e r n t i p of H u l e h , 
j u s t a t t h e p o i n t w h e r e t he r iver is m o s t eas i ly crossed. M o d e r n 
excava t i ons h a v e s h o w n t h a t t h e ci ty o c c u p i e d a n eas i ly d e f en d ed 
m o u n d o v e r l o o k i n g t h e p l a i n of H a z o r , j u s t t h e k i n d of s i te w e 
w o u l d expec t for t h e city t h a t led t h e C a n a a n i t e l e a g u e . 3 2 P r e s u m 
ably t h e n the vic tory over J a b i n gave t h e I s rae l i te l e a g u e a f o o t h o l d 
in the n o r t h , for n e x t w e h e a r of t h e p a r c e l i n g o u t of the c o n q u e r e d 
ter r i tory to t h e v a r i o u s t r ibes . H o w e v e r , i t is g e n e r a l l y r e c o g n i z e d 
t ha t the l ists of Jos 19:10-24 reflect a m u c h la te r s i t u a t i o n a n d so 
t he a c c o u n t of Jdg 1:30-36 is t o be p r e f e r r e d . 3 3 A c c o r d i n g t o t h i s 
vers ion the I s rae l i tes w e r e o n l y p a r t i a l l y successful . Z e b u l u n a n d 
N a p h t a l i fai led to d r ive o u t t h e C a n a a n i t e s w h o d w e l t a m o n g 
t h e m in t h e h i l l c o u n t r y w h i l e r e d u c i n g t h e m t o forced l a b o u r . 
Ashe r w a s e q u a l l y unsucces s fu l o n t h e coas t a l p l a i n for ' i t h a d to 
dwe l l a m o n g t h e C a n a a n i t e s , t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of t h e l a n d ' . T h e 
t r ibe of D a n , o v e r r u n i n t h e s o u t h by t h e A m o r i t e s , m i g r a t e d n o r t h 
a n d i n h a b i t e d t h e o u t s k i r t s of t h e t e r r i to ry of S i d o n . T h o u g h t h e 
i n h a b i t a n t s of L a i s h l ived after t h e m a n n e r of t h e S i d o n i a n s , t h e 
D a n i t e s succeeded i n c a p t u r i n g i t 'for t h e ci ty w a s far f r o m S i d o n ' 
(Jdg 18:7.28). O n e of t h e chief c i t ies of t h e coas t a l p l a i n h a d 
p u s h e d i n w a r d a n d to t h e s o u t h as w e h a d p ro j ec t ed , yet t h e re la 
t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n coas t a n d p l a i n is r a t h e r l oose a n d t h e o n e is 
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seen as r e m o v e d f rom t h e o t h e r . T h e r e is n o m e n t i o n of I s sachar 
i n t h e a c c o u n t of Jdg a n d t h e t e r r i to ry a sc r ibed to i t i n Jos 19:17-23 
( the p l a i n of E s d r a e l o n as far as t h e J o r d a n ) is s a id to h a v e been 
o c c u p i e d by M a n a s s e h w h o in i t i a l l y fai led to expe l t h e C a n a a n i t e s 
f rom B e t h S h e a n , T a a n a c h , M e g i d d o a n d D o r , a n d t h e v i l lages 
a s soc ia ted w i t h these p l aces . E v e n la te r w h e n t h e Israel i tes g r ew 
s t r o n g e r they w e r e n o t a b l e to c o m p l e t e l y e x p e l t he C a n a a n i t e s 
f rom th i s fer t i le va l ley b u t i m p o s e d forced l a b o u r o n t h e m . 

I t is p o s s i b l e t o fill o u t t h i s p i c t u r e of g r a d u a l I s rae l i te settle
m e n t by o c c u p a t i o n o r a s s i m i l a t i o n w i t h references to t h e n o r t h e r n 
t r ibes i n t h e l is ts of b l e s s ings (Gn 49 a n d Dt 33) as we l l as f rom the 
c a n t i c l e of D e b o r a h c e l e b r a t i n g t h e v ic to ry over Sisera (Jdg 5), a l l 
of w h i c h a r e c o n s i d e r e d to h a v e g e n u i n e h i s t o r i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n 
f rom a n ea r l i e r p e r i o d . 3 4 T w o t h e m e s r e c u r — t h e a t t r a c t i o n of t h e 
sea a n d t h e fer t i l i ty of t h e l a n d — b o t h of w h i c h h a d a l r eady been 
s u g g e s t e d by o u r g e o g r a p h i c a l survey . I n t h e c a n t i c l e of D e b o r a h , 
D a n a n d A s h e r a r e b o t h c h i d e d for t he i r n o n - i n v o l v e m e n t i n t h e 
c a m p a i g n : ' A n d D a n , w h y d i d h e a b i d e w i t h t h e sh ips? Ashe r sat 
sti l l a t t he coas t of t he sea, se t t l ing d o w n by h i s l a n d i n g s ' (Jdg 5:17), 
w h e r e a s N a p h t a l i , I s s acha r a n d Z e b u l u n a re p r a i s e d for the i r 
g e n e r o s i t y a n d d a r i n g (Jdg 5:15.18). T h e b l e s s ings of J a c o b a n d 
Moses o n t h e o t h e r h a n d b o t h refer t o t h e fert i l i ty of t he r e g i o n s 
i n h a b i t e d by t h e I s rae l i t e t r ibes . Z e b u l u n a n d I s s acha r a re to 
re jo ice ' for they s u c k t h e a f f luence of t h e sea a n d the h i d d e n 
t r easures of t h e s a n d ' (Dt 33:18), a n d N a p h t a l i is s a id to be full of 
t h e b l e s s i n g of t h e L o r d b e c a u s e it possesses t h e s o u t h a n d t h e l ake 
(Dt 33:23). A s h e r s h a l l d i p its foo t i n o i l (Dt 33:24), a c lear a l l u s i o n 
to G a l i l e e ' s p l e n t i f u l s u p p l y of t h e o l ive , ref lected i n la ter sources 
a l s o as w e h a v e seen. S u b s e q u e n t d e v e l o p m e n t s i n t h e fo r tunes of 
d i f ferent t r ibes a r e a l s o reflected. T h u s Z e b u l u n ' s h a l l dwe l l a t t he 
s h o r e of t h e sea; h e s h a l l b e c o m e a h a v e n for s h i p s ' (Gn 49: 13), 
e c h o i n g t h e e x p a n s i o n to t h e coas t , p r o b a b l y a r o u n d Acco , s ince 
fa r the r n o r t h S i d o n seems t o h a v e c o n t r o l l e d t h e p l a i n a n d the 
i n t e r i o r . I s s a c h a r ' s aw t h a t h i s r e s t i n g p l a c e w a s g o o d a n d t h a t 
t h e l a n d w a s p l e a s a n t , a n d so h e b o w e d h i s s h o u l d e r to bea r a n d 
b e c a m e a s lave a t forced l a b o u r ' (Gn 49:15), w h e r e a s A s h e r ' s ' food 
w i l l be r i c h a n d h e s h a l l y ie ld r o y a l d a i n t i e s ' (Gn 49:20). 

E a r l y I s rae l i t e t r a d i t i o n r eca l l ed the re fore w i t h p r i d e t he r ich
ness of t h e l a n d o c c u p i e d by t h e n o r t h e r n t r ibes . A t t h e s a m e t i m e 
i t a l s o r e c o g n i z e d t h e a t t r a c t i o n of t h e sea for s o m e , a t least, of 
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t hose t r ibes a n d as a r e su l t t he i r q u e s t i o n a b l e s u p p o r t for t h o s e 
s t r u g g l i n g to o c c u p y t h e i n t e r i o r h i l l c o u n t r y , e spec ia l ly N a p h t a l i 
a n d Z e b u l u n . T h e fact t h a t I s rae l w a s n o t t o t a l ly successful is 
a c k n o w l e d g e d , a n d , s i gn i f i can t ly , t h o s e very p l aces w h e r e 
C a n a a n i t e p r e s e n c e w a s be l ieved to h a v e pe r s i s t ed , t h e coas ta l 
p l a i n a n d t h e p l a i n of E s d r a e l o n , a r e t h e o n e s w h e r e it w a s felt t h a t 
g e o g r a p h i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s m i g h t g ive r i se to a d i f ferent life
style f rom t h e i n t e r i o r h i l l c o u n t r y . E v e n i n t h e i n t e r i o r t he r e w e r e 
pocke t s of r e s i s t ance a l so , a r o u n d B e t h A n a t h a n d B e t h S h e m e s h 
in p a r t i c u l a r (Jdg 1:33), a n d , as w e s h a l l see, t h e fo rmer , w h e r e v e r 
its p rec ise l o c a t i o n , w a s t h e cen t r e of a t h r i v i n g r o y a l d o m a i n i n 
he l l en i s t i c t imes . P r o b a b l y , therefore , t h e I s rae l i t es w e r e m o s t 
successful in t hose a reas t h a t w e r e less a t t r a c t i ve to t h e o l d e r n a t i v e 
p o p u l a t i o n , t h a t is, i n t h e c e n t r a l h i l l c o u n t r y . I n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n 
it is i n t e r e s t i n g to n o t e t h a t Sisera , t h e C a n a a n i t e g e n e r a l defea ted 
by D e b o r a h , is sa id to c o m e f rom Harosheth haggoyim, b u t n o 
s u c h city is k n o w n to u s , a n d a t t e m p t s a t i d e n t i f y i n g i t h a v e n o t 
been very c o n v i n c i n g . Besides i t is u n l i k e l y t h a t t h e p r i n c e of s u c h 
a n o b s c u r e p l a c e w o u l d h a v e t a k e n p r e c e d e n c e i n t h e C a n a a n i t e 
l e a g u e over s u c h we l l e s t a b l i s h e d p l a c e s as H a z o r , S h i m r o n a n d 
M e g i d d o . A c c o r d i n g l y it h a s been s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h e n a m e 
Harosheth haggoyim ( l i te ra l ly , ' t h e w o o d e d h i l l of t h e p e o p l e s ' ) 
refers to cen t r a l G a l i l e e , i n h a b i t e d by less w e l l - o r g a n i z e d t r i b e s . 3 5 

Sisera ' s v ic tory w o u l d m e a n t h a t t h e c e n t r a l r e g i o n w o u l d n o w be 
p r e d o m i n a n t l y Is rae l i te , a n d t h e p e o p l e s w e r e to be f o u n d in t h e 
circle (galil) r a t h e r t h a n t h e cen te r . 

T h e p a t t e r n of h u m a n o c c u p a t i o n of G a l i l e e s u g g e s t e d by i ts 
p h y s i c a l g e o g r a p h y seems to be s u b s t a n t i a t e d by w h a t w e k n o w of 
o n e m a j o r s e t t l e m e n t i n t h e a r ea a t a n ea r l i e r p e r i o d . P r e s u m a b l y 
these s a m e factors c o n t i n u e d to o p e r a t e s u b s e q u e n t l y a n d p l a y a n 
i m p o r t a n t p a r t i n fu r the r d e v e l o p m e n t s . I n t h e h e l l e n i s t i c p e r i o d , 
the focus of t h i s p r e s e n t s tudy , ro les w e r e to be reversed, h o w e v e r , 
s ince t he o l d e r p o p u l a t i o n n o w i n h a b i t e d t h e i n t e r i o r a n d h a d 
r e m a i n e d s t ab le t he r e for c e n t u r i e s , w h i l e t h e n e w c o m e r s w e r e 
m o s t in te res ted in t h e p l a i n s t h a t enc i r c l ed it for s t r a t eg ic a n d 
e c o n o m i c r ea sons . T h u s p a r a d o x i c a l l y , t h o s e very r e g i o n s t h a t 
were r e s i s t an t to c h a n g e ea r l i e r n o w b e c a m e t h e a reas of g rea tes t 
m o b i l i t y . Yet t h e o l d s t r u g g l e b e t w e e n c i rc le a n d cen t e r c o n t i n u e d 
a n d t ook o n m a n y dif ferent fo rms , w h i c h w e m u s t n o w seek to 
e x p l o r e . 
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to the recent secondary literature on these chapters. 

3 5 This is the suggestion of Aharoni and Avi-Yonah, Macmillan Bible Atlas, 47. 
Alt, 'Herkunft', G.P. 1, 372, locates the city at the foot of Carmel, but notes the 
similarity of the addition with the usual one for Galilee. He suggest that Harosheth 
could have been the principal place of Galilee, but this is unlikely in view of the 
silence of the other sources, such as the Egyptian execration texts and city lists. The 
position adopted here is also that of B. Maisler, 'Beth Shearim, Gaba, Harosheth of 
the Peoples; HUCA 24(1952) 75-84, who recognizes that the designation suggests a 
region rather than a town. He accepts the account of Jdg 4 that Sisera was the general 
of Jabin, who harassed the Israelites for 20 years before being lured to the river Kishon, 
where he suffered a severe defeat, Jdg 5:14.18f. (82f). 



CHAPTER TWO 

G A L I L E E , T H E R I S E O F H E L L E N I S M A N D T H E 
J E W I S H R E S P O N S E . 

I n 333 B .C .E . A l e x a n d e r t h e G r e a t in f l i c ted a c r u s h i n g defeat 
o n t h e a r m i e s of t h e P e r s i a n k i n g D a r i u s a t I ssus i n n o r t h e r n 
Syr ia , a n d o p e n e d u p a n e w a n d very di f ferent p h a s e i n t h e h i s 

tory of P a l e s t i n e a n d t h e J e w s . Before t h a t they w e r e p a r t of t he 
O r i e n t , f i n d i n g t h e m s e l v e s n o w a t t he f u l c r u m of t h e b a l a n c e of 
p o w e r b e t w e e n E g y p t a n d M e s o p o t a m i a , o r a g a i n a n o u t l y i n g 
p r o v i n c e of t h e B a b y l o n i a n o r P e r s i a n E m p i r e s . After A l e x a n d e r 
the o r i en t a t i on w a s to the west, as a n e w a n d very different pol i t ica l 
a n d cu l t u r a l w o r l d emerged . Greeks h a d been to Pa les t ine before 
A l e x a n d e r , b u t i n t h e w a k e of h i s c o n q u e s t s these c a s u a l a n d 
i n d i v i d u a l c o n t a c t s b e c a m e e n s h r i n e d i n p o l i t i c a l a n d social 
i n s t i t u t i o n s t h a t w e r e to su rv ive for c e n t u r i e s . T h e t r a n s i t i o n , l ike 
a l l m a j o r c h a n g e s i n c iv i l i za t ion , w a s n o t easy, for i t w a s to t o u c h 
every a s p e c t of life a n d c h a l l e n g e c e n t u r i e s - o l d t r a d i t i o n s a t the i r 
very r o o t s . P e r h a p s n o p e o p l e of t h e eas t w e r e to feel t h i s c h a l l e n g e 
m o r e keen ly t h a n t h e J e w s , a n d i n t h e e n s u i n g s t r u g g l e b o t h 
H e l l e n i s m a n d J u d a i s m w e r e c h a n g e d c o n s i d e r a b l y . O u r task in 
t h i s c h a p t e r is t o t race t h e s teps t h a t l ead to t h a t s t r u g g l e a n d t h e 
J e w i s h r e a c t i o n to i t , as these w e r e l ike ly to m a n i f e s t themse lves 
i n G a l i l e e — a n a m e t h a t r e - emerges f rom t h e s h a d o w s of t h e p a s t 
a n d a p p e a r s for t h e first t i m e i n i ts G r e e k f o r m as TaXtXa , i n a 
d o c u m e n t t h a t itself reflects perfec t ly t h e c h a n g e of w h i c h w e 
s p e a k . 1 

T h e l i k e l i h o o d is t h a t A l e x a n d e r h a d to de lay i n P a l e s t i n e 
l o n g e r t h a n h e h a d b a r g a i n e d for, w i t h h i s s e v e n - m o n t h s iege of 
T y r e a n d t w o - m o n t h siege of Gaza . I n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y these 'de lays ' 
o n l y i nc r ea sed h i s a n x i e t y to p u s h o n , for h i s ob jec t ive w a s n o t 
P a l e s t i n e o r even E g y p t b u t t h e fa r thes t east . T h e s tor ies of h i s 
m e e t i n g s w i t h t h e J e w s a re for t h e m o s t p a r t l egenda ry a n d 
i m p r o b a b l e i n t he i r p r e s e n t f o r m (Ant 11:304-45; b Yoma 69a) 2 , 
b u t t h e l i k e l i h o o d seems to be t h a t t h e J e w s d i d accep t h i m o r o n e 
of h i s g e n e r a l s w i t h o u t d e m u r , a n d w e r e c o n s e q u e n t l y a l l o w e d to 
c o n t i n u e w i t h t h e i r s i n g u l a r w o r s h i p a t J e r u s a l e m ' a c c o r d i n g to 

22 
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t he i r ances t r a l l a w s ' . By c o n t r a s t A l e x a n d e r s eems to h a v e e n c o u n 
tered s o m e p r o b l e m s i n S a m a r i a w h i c h necess i t a t ed h i s p l a n t i n g a 
M a c e d o n i a n c o l o n y t h e r e . 3 G a l i l e e i t m a y be safely p r e s u m e d d i d 
n o t m e r i t h i s u n d u e a t t e n t i o n , yet b e c a u s e of i ts g e o g r a p h i c a l 
l o c a t i o n i t w a s s o o n to be a t t h e cen te r of o n e of t h e s t r u g g l e s for 
c o n t r o l of h i s vas t e m p i r e . 

I 

T H E S I T U A T I O N O N T H E E V E O F 
A L E X A N D E R ' S C O N Q U E S T 

I n o r d e r to a p p r e c i a t e t h e i m p a c t of t h e r i se of H e l l e n i s m o n 
life i n P a l e s t i n e it is necessary to g l a n c e br ief ly b a c k w a r d s to see 
h o w p o l i t i c a l c h a n g e s h a d w o r k e d i n t h e p r e v i o u s c e n t u r i e s . O n l y 
t h e n w i l l t h e r ad i ca l l y n e w rea l i ty of H e l l e n i s m s t a n d o u t i n i ts 
p r o p e r pe r spec t i ve a n d t h e c h a l l e n g e s it p o s e d be u n d e r s t o o d . O u r 
focus is o n G a l i l e e , b u t t h i s necessa r i ly i nvo lves even t s i n S a m a r i a 
a n d J u d a e a as we l l . 

At t h e t i m e of A l e x a n d e r ' s a p p e a r a n c e , P a l e s t i n e w a s p a r t 
of t h e fifth P e r s i a n s a t r apy , k n o w n off ic ia l ly as Eber ha-Nahar, 
' B e y o n d the R i v e r ' , f o r m e d by D a r i u s I (522-485 B.C.E. ) i n h i s 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e r e o r g a n i z a t i o n of h i s e m p i r e . 4 I n t h e s u c c e e d i n g 
t w o c e n t u r i e s of P e r s i a n r u l e c e r t a i n a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c h a n g e s , t h e 
de ta i l s of w h i c h n e e d n o t c o n c e r n u s , h a d t a k e n p l a c e w h i c h w e r e 
to h a v e f a r - r e a c h i n g effects o n J e w i s h life i n P a l e s t i n e . T h e m o s t 
s i gn i f i can t of these w a s t h e g r a d u a l r e - e m e r g e n c e of J u d a e a as a 
p r o v i n c e s e p a r a t e f rom S a m a r i a , c en t e r ed o n t h e t e m p l e s ta te 
w h i c h C y r u s h a d r e s t o r e d . 5 T h e S a m a r i t a n o p p o s i t i o n to t h i s 
d e v e l o p m e n t w a s a p p a r e n t l y p o l i t i c a l , since t h e r e l i g i o u s d iv i 
s ions of la ter t imes o n l y e m e r g e d t o w a r d s t h e very e n d of t h e 
p e r i o d , h a s t e n e d i n d e e d by t h e a d v e n t of h e l l e n i s m to S a m a r i a . 
T h e r e is a g r o w i n g s c h o l a r l y c o n s e n s u s t h a t t h e b u i l d i n g of t h e 
s c h i s m a t i c t e m p l e o n M o u n t G e r i z i m t o o k p l a c e s h o r t l y after t h e 
M a c e d o n i a n c o n q u e s t a n d p r o b a b l y d u e to t h e p r e s e n c e of t h e 
G r e e k c o l o n y t h a t w a s p l a n t e d i n S a m a r i a itself. D i s s i d e n t p r i e s t s 
f rom t h e J e r u s a l e m a r i s toc racy t o o k p a r t i n t h i s n e w r e l i g i o u s 
en t e rp r i s e (Ant 1 l :297ff.307-l 1), b u t t h e f ina l rift b e t w e e n t h e t w o 
c o m m u n i t i e s o n l y t o o k p l a c e i n M a c c a b a e a n t i m e s w h e n t h e 
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' S i d o n i a n s a t S h e c h e m , w r o t e to A n t i o c h u s IV d i s a s s o c i a t i n g 
t hemse lve s to ta l ly f rom t h e o p p o s i t i o n to h i s r e f o r m i n J e r u s a l e m 
a n d a c c e p t i n g t h e w o r s h i p of Zeus H e l l e n i o s (or Zenios ) a t t he i r 
s h r i n e (2 Mace 6:2f; Ant 12:257-64). 6 I t w o u l d seem t h e n t h a t 
H e l l e n i s m w a s a b l e t o a c h i e v e s o m e t h i n g t h a t P e r s i a n a d m i n i 
s t ra t ive c h a n g e s , d e s p i t e t h e i n e v i t a b l e t e n s i o n s , h a d n o t d o n e , 
n a m e l y to d r i v e a l a s t i n g w e d g e b e t w e e n t h e S a m a r i t a n a n d 
J e w i s h c o m m u n i t i e s . 

I n v i ew of G a l i l e e ' s p r e v i o u s h i s t o r y as p a r t of t h e n o r t h e r n 
k i n g d o m of I s rae l i t m i g h t be e x p e c t e d t h a t i t t o o w o u l d h a v e 
f o l l o w e d S a m a r i a a n d j o i n e d i n r e j e c t i n g t h e a u t h o r i t y of t h e 
J e r u s a l e m c u l t i c c o m m u n i t y . As w e s h a l l see, s u b s e q u e n t events 
m a k e it c lear t h a t t h i s d i d n o t t ake p l a c e a n d t h e e x p l a n a t i o n of 
t h e s e p a r a t i o n of G a l i l e a n f rom S a m a r i t a n loya l t i es m u s t be 
s o u g h t a t a n even ea r l i e r p e r i o d s t i l l . T h e A s s y r i a n c o n q u e s t of t h e 
n o r t h i n t h e e i g h t h c e n t u r y t o o k p l a c e i n t w o q u i t e d i s t i nc t 
p h a s e s , t h e first c o n c e r n e d t h e s e t t i n g u p of a s e p a r a t e p r o v i n c e 
of M e g i d d o a n d t h e s e c o n d led to t h e d o w n f a l l a n d r e p l a n t i n g of 
S a m a r i a . By b r e a k i n g t h e a l l i a n c e of h i s p redecesso r M e n a h e n 
w i t h T i g l a t h p i l e s a r I I I , t h e I s rae l i t e k i n g P e k a h i n c u r r e d t h e 
w r a t h of t h e A s s y r i a n m o n a r c h , w h o a d v a n c e d o n Pa l e s t i ne^and 
r e m o v e d f r o m t h e c o n t r o l of P e k a h a l a r g e p a r t of h i s k i n g d o m , 
o r g a n i z i n g these t e r r i to r i e s i n t h r e e s e p a r a t e p r o v i n c e s . T h e 
b i b l i c a l n a r r a t i v e of these even t s is brief a n d u n c i r c u m s t a n t i a l : 
T n t h e days of P e k a h , k i n g of I s rae l , T i g l a t h p i l e s a r k i n g of 
Assyria c a m e a n d c a p t u r e d I jon , A b e l b e t h m a a c a h J a n o a h , Kadesh, 
H a z o r , G i l e a d a n d G a l i l e e , a l l t h e l a n d of N a p h t a l i , a n d h e 
ca r r i ed t h e p e o p l e c a p t i v e to Assyr ia ' (2 Kgs 15:29). F r o m the 
A s s y r i a n a n n a l s for t h e s a m e p e r i o d w e h e a r of t h e th ree n e w 
p r o v i n c e s , G i l e a d i n T r a n s j o r d a n , D o r o n t h e coas ta l p l a i n a n d 
M e g i d d o . T h e n e w p r o v i n c e of M e g i d d o ce r t a in ly i n c l u d e d U p p e r 
a n d L o w e r G a l i l e e , as c a n be seen f rom t h e l ist of t o w n s i n t he 
b ib l i c a l a c c o u n t f rom w h i c h cap t ives w e r e t a k e n as we l l as n a m e s 
of p l ace s m e n t i o n e d i n o t h e r i n s c r i p t i o n s of T i g l a t h p i l e s a r — 
G a b a r a , H i n a t u m a , (cf. Nm 8:17), Q a n a ( C a n a ) , I a t b i t e ( J o t a p a t a ) , 
I r r u n a a n d M a r u m ( M e r o n ) , a l l a p p a r e n t l y i n L o w e r G a l i l e e 
e x c e p t for t h e las t n a m e d . 8 T h e l a m e n t of I s a i a h accura te ly 
descr ibes these even ts : ' I n t h e f o r m e r t i m e h e b r o u g h t i n t o 
c o n t e m p t t h e l a n d of Z e b u l u n a n d t h e l a n d of N a p h t a l i , b u t i n t he 
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la t te r t i m e h e w i l l m a k e g l o r i o u s t h e w a y of t h e sea, t h e l a n d 
b e y o n d t h e J o r d a n , G a l i l e e of t h e G e n t i l e s ' (Is 8:23). D e s p i t e 
p r e s e n t h u m i l i a t i o n t h e t h r e e n e w l y - f o r m e d A s s y r i a n p r o v i n c e s 
c a n l o o k for t h e r e d e m p t i o n to c o m e . 9 

T h e first p h a s e of t h e A s s y r i a n t ake-over w a s l a rge ly a d m i n i s 
t ra t ive , t h o u g h t h e b i b l i c a l n a r r a t i v e does s p e a k of cap t ive s b e i n g 
t a k e n f rom the p l aces l i s ted. H o w e v e r , t h o s e m e a s u r e s w e r e o n l y 
d i rec ted a t t h e u p p e r levels of socie ty , t h e p o s s i b l e l eaders of a n y 
d i s t u r b a n c e s a g a i n s t t h e n e w a r r a n g e m e n t . 1 0 T h i s t r e a t m e n t 
differed q u i t e s u b s t a n t i a l l y f rom w h a t t o o k p l a c e i n S a m a r i a 
itself. A t first t h e t r u n c a t e d k i n g d o m w a s m a d e a vassa l s t a te w i t h 
a n e w k i n g , H o s e a . B u t w h e n h e revo l ted , p r o b a b l y i n 727 B . Q E . 
o n the d e a t h of T i g l a t h p i l e s a r , h e w a s i m p r i s o n e d by t h e n e x t 
Assy r i an k i n g , S h a l m a n e s e r , S a m a r i a itself w a s razed to t h e 
g r o u n d i n 721 B .C .E . after a t h ree year s iege (2 Kgs 17:4.6) a n d 
th i s te r r i to ry a l s o w a s o r g a n i z e d as a s e p a r a t e p r o v i n c e . S ign i f i 
can t ly w e h e a r n o t m e r e l y of d e p o r t a t i o n s , b u t a l s o of r e p l a n t i n g 
of p e o p l e s f rom m a n y o t h e r p a r t s of t h e A s s y r i a n r e a l m (2 Kgs 
17:24) a n d t h e a n n a l s of S a r g o n II bea r w i t n e s s t o s i m i l a r p l a n t a 
t i ons for a s l i gh t l y la ter p e r i o d (716 B . C . E . ) . 1 1 T h e o n l y o t h e r 
s ign i f i can t c h a n g e to t ake p l a c e i n t h e n o r t h w a s t h e e x t e n s i o n of 
the p r o v i n c e of M e g i d d o to i n c l u d e Acco after t h e v ic to r ies of 
E s h a r h a d d o n i n 673 B .C .E . , w h i l e i ts c a p i t a l s eems t o h a v e b e e n 
t ransfer red to e i t he r H a z o r o r A c c o a t t h a t t i m e . T h i s l i n k i n g of 
coast a n d h i n t e r l a n d w a s n o t t o las t for l o n g , h o w e v e r , for t h e 
P e r s i a n s d i d h a v e a spec ia l i n t e res t i n m a r i t i m e ac t iv i ty a n d i n 
r e t u r n for a s s i s t ance i n t h i s r e g a r d t h e k i n g d o m s of T y r e a n d 
S i d o n were g i v e n c o n t r o l of t h e coas t a l p l a i n , so t h a t G a l i l e e 
b e c a m e o n c e m o r e a r u r a l , i n l a n d p r o v i n c e . 1 2 I t is n o t c lear 
w h e t h e r o r n o t i t w a s a t t a c h e d to t h e p r o v i n c e of S a m a r i a t h e n . 
S u b s e q u e n t l y i n Se l euc id t imes S a m a r i a d o e s a p p e a r t o i n c l u d e 
G a l i l e e (1 Mace 10:30; Ant 12:154), b u t t h i s n e e d n o t be t a k e n as 
decis ive for t h e ea r l i e r p e r i o d a l s o . 1 3 

F r o m th i s o u t l i n e of t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e h i s t o r y of P a l e s t i n e , 
G a l i l e e a n d S a m a r i a w o u l d seem to h a v e b e e n h a n d l e d r a t h e r 
different ly by t h e success ive r e g i m e s , ever s ince they w e r e i n c l u d e d 
in t h e Assy r i an k i n g d o m as s e p a r a t e p r o v i n c e s . P r e s u m a b l y t h e 
r e a s o n for t h e r a t h e r d i f ferent h a n d l i n g of affairs i n t h e t w o 
r e g i o n s w a s o r i g i n a l l y d u e to t h e fact t h a t as t h e c a p i t a l , S a m a r i a 



26 GALILEE FROM ALEXANDER T H E GREAT T O HADRIAN 

w a s seen to be t h e rea l c en t e r of r e s i s t ance over a g a i n s t i ts ferti le 
r u r a l h i n t e r l a n d w h i c h w o u l d h a v e g u a r a n t e e d it e c o n o m i c 
i n d e p e n d e n c e . T h i s i n t u r n m u s t h a v e g i v e n r i se t o c u l t u r a l a n d 
soc ia l differences, c lear ly e c h o e d i n t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t p r o p h e t s 
a l r eady , a n d t h e p l a n t i n g of fo re igne r s i n S a m a r i a c a n o n l y h a v e 
e x a c e r b a t e d t h i s s i t u a t i o n s u b s e q u e n t l y (2 Kgs 17:29-31). T r u e , 
w e d o h e a r of t h e efforts t o i n s t r u c t t h e n e w a r r iva l s i n t he ways 
of Y a h w e h (2 Kgs 17:27f), a n d , as a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d , after t h e 
r e s t o r a t i o n i n J e r u s a l e m r e l i g i o u s differences b e t w e e n t h e J e w s 
a n d t h e S a m a r i t a n s seem to h a v e sur faced as l a te as t h e G r e e k 
p e r i o d . P r e s u m a b l y t h e efforts of J o s i a h to e x t e n d h i s r e fo rm to 
t h e n o r t h we re m o t i v a t e d by t h e h o p e of u n i t i n g a l l w h o p r o 
fessed Y a h w i s m , o l d i n h a b i t a n t s a n d n e w a r r iva l s a l ike . Yet 
u l t i m a t e l y , t h e e s t r a n g e m e n t b e t w e e n r u r a l G a l i l e e a n d S a m a r i a 
s eems to h a v e c o n t i n u e d , w i t h t h e fert i le p l a i n of E s d r a e l o n 
c o n s t i t u t i n g r o y a l d o m a i n s a n d a c t i n g as a buffer z o n e be tween 
t h e m . I t is u n f o r t u n a t e t h a t o u r sources a re so s can t for th i s 
p e r i o d , s ince , a s A l t p o i n t s o u t , t h e b o o k s of Tobit a n d Judith 
f rom t h e P e r s i a n a n d G r e e k p e r i o d s s i m p l y p r e s u m e t h e c o n t a c t s 
b e t w e e n t h e n o r t h a n d J e r u s a l e m , a n d t h e s e t t i n g u p of t h e sepa
r a t e c u l t i c cen te r a t S h e c h e m does n o t seem to h a v e ever se r ious ly 
t h r e a t e n e d t h a t r e l a t i o n s h i p . 1 4 

W h a t is p a r t i c u l a r l y s i g n i f i c a n t a b o u t t h i s s i t u a t i o n is t h e 
fact t h a t r e l i g i o u s a n d e t h n i c loya l t i e s t r a n s c e n d a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
a n d p o l i t i c a l b o u n d a r i e s . I n a l l t h e c h a n g e s of r e g i m e s i n the 
p r e v i o u s c e n t u r i e s , S a m a r i a is t h e o n l y p l a c e w h e r e w e f ind a 
c h a n g e of p o p u l a t i o n , a n d s i g n i f i c a n t l y i t is t he re t h a t w e s u b 
s e q u e n t l y f ind H e l l e n i s m a b l e to successful ly c h a l l e n g e t h e cu l t 
of Y a h w e h . W e s h a l l p r e s e n t l y see t h a t as r e p r e s e n t e d by t h e 
P t o l e m i e s i n p a r t i c u l a r , t h i s n e w m o v e m e n t w a s t o i n t r o d u c e i n t o 
P a l e s t i n e fo re ign e l e m e n t s a t every level of society . I n th i s i t 
differed r a d i c a l l y f r o m t h e c h a n g e s t h a t w e n t before. I t is o u r task 
to e x a m i n e t h e effects of t h i s soc ia l a n d c u l t u r a l u p h e a v a l o n 
every a s p e c t of life i n t h e s u c c e e d i n g c e n t u r i e s . C a n t h e o l d loy
a l t i e s su rv ive s u c h a c h a l l e n g e ? N o w t h a t t h e s t age is set w e sha l l 
b e g i n i n t h e p r e s e n t c h a p t e r to lay t h e f o u n d a t i o n s for a n a d e q u a t e 
a n s w e r to t h a t q u e s t i o n . 
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I n t h e t r o u b l e d years of t h e D i a d o c h i (321-301 B .C.E . ) , as 
A l e x a n d e r ' s g e n e r a l s l a i d r iva l c l a i m s to h i s e m p i r e , P a l e s t i n e o r 
r a t h e r Coe le -Syr i a as i t w a s m o s t f r e q u e n t l y c a l l e d 1 5 , w a s o n e of 
t he a reas t h a t w a s l ike ly to be a s o u r c e of c o n t e n t i o n s ince it w a s 
t he t r a d i t i o n a l b r i d g e b e t w e e n t h e eas t a n d wes t e n d s of t h e fert i le 
crescent . L i t t l e w o n d e r t h a t J o s e p h u s c a n w r i t e of t h o s e t r o u b l e d 
t imes as fo l lows : ' T h e r e su l t w a s t h a t c o n t i n u a l a n d p r o l o n g e d 
w a r s a rose , a n d t h e c i t ies suffered t h r o u g h t h e i r s t r u g g l e s a n d los t 
m a n y of the i r i n h a b i t a n t s , so t h a t a l l of Syr i a a t t h e h a n d s of 
P t o l e m y , s o n of L a g u s w h o w a s t h e n ca l l ed Soter , suffered t h e 
reverse of t h a t w h i c h w a s i n d i c a t e d by h i s s u r n a m e ' (Ant 12:3). 
F o r t h e m o s t p a r t t h e t e r r i to ry w a s i n t h e h a n d s of A n t i g o n u s , t h e 
m o s t p o w e r f u l of t h e g e n e r a l s , b u t P t o l e m y w h o h a d ea r l i e r b e e n 
m a d e s a t r a p of E g y p t m a d e several swift i n c u r s i o n s n o r t h i n 321 
a n d 312, the reby l a y i n g a c e r t a i n c l a i m to t h e t e r r i t o r y 1 6 . H e 
successful ly r e p u l s e d first D e m e t r i u s , A n t i g o n u s ' son , a n d t h e n 
A n t i g o n u s h imse l f a t G a z a (312) a n d R a p h i a (306). As a r e s u l t of 
these successes P t o l e m y w a s g r a n t e d Coe l e -Sy r i a i n a n a g r e e m e n t 
of 303 b u t fai led to j o i n t h e o t h e r s , S e l e u c u s , L y s i m a c h u s a n d 
Cas sande r , w h e n A n t i g o n u s w a s f ina l ly defea ted a n d k i l l ed a t t h e 
ba t t l e of I p s u s in 301 . A c c o r d i n g l y t h e p r e v i o u s a g r e e m e n t w a s 
nu l l i f i ed a n d Coe le -Syr ia w a s n o w g r a n t e d to S e l e u c u s , a n 
a r r a n g e m e n t t h a t P t o l e m y refused to a c c e p t a n d t h a t S e l e u c u s w a s 
n o t a n x i o u s to ins i s t o n b e c a u s e t h e f o r m e r h a d be f r i ended h i m 
w h e n h e w a s a t t e m p t i n g to e s t a b l i s h h i m s e l f i n Syr ia . T h i s 
i m p a s s e gave r i se to t h e C o e l e - S y r i a n p r o b l e m , a n d w a s to be a 
cen t r a l i s sue in t h e fou r S y r i a n w a r s t h a t p u n c t u a t e d Se leuc id -
P t o l e m a i c r e l a t i o n s t h r o u g h o u t t h e n e x t c e n t u r y . 1 7 . 

Coe le -Syr ia w a s a n i m p o r t a n t s t r a t eg ic a n d e c o n o m i c e x t e n s i o n 
of t he E g y p t i a n te r r i to ry as D i o d o r u s n o t e s (XVII I ,6 ) , a n d it is n o 
c o i n c i d e n c e t h a t l o s i n g t he i r g r i p o n t h e a r ea after 217 m a r k s t h e 
b e g i n n i n g of t h e d e c l i n e of t h e p o w e r of t h e P t o l e m i e s . T h e 
b o u n d a r y a p p a r e n t l y r a n a l o n g t h e va l ley of t h e E l e u t h e r u s R ive r , 
so t h a t G a l i l e e w a s a t t h e cen te r of t h e c o n t r o v e r s y . O n h i s first 
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e x c u r s i o n s to t h e n o r t h i t a p p e a r s t h a t P t o l e m y ' s p o l i c y w a s to use 
t h e a r ea as a s o u r c e for l a b o r a n d o t h e r r e sources a n d so w e h e a r 
of J e w s b e i n g t a k e n c a p t i v e a n d b r o u g h t t o E g y p t , p r e s u m a b l y 
after h i s v ic tory a t G a z a i n 312. Yet t h e fact t h a t J e r u s a l e m a n d 
G e r i z i m a re e x p l i c i t l y m e n t i o n e d as t w o focal p o i n t s of these 
forays is i n d i c a t i v e of h i s rea l a m b i t i o n s for l a s t i n g c o n t r o l of t h e 
t e r r i to ry , s ince b o t h cen te r s w e r e t h e s t r o n g h o l d s of t he c u l t i c 
c o m m u n i t i e s of t h e J e w s a n d S a m a r i t a n s t h a t h a d been g r a n t e d 
i n d e p e n d e n c e i n P e r s i a n t i m e s . 1 8 I t w a s n o t u n t i l 286 B .C .E . t h a t 
T y r e a n d S i d o n f ina l ly fell w i t h i n h i s g r a s p , a n d th i s w o u l d sure ly 
a p p l y to s o m e of t he i r G a l i l e a n h i n t e r l a n d as we l l . T h i s poss ib i l i ty 
receives s t r o n g c o n f i r m a t i o n f rom the a p p e a r a n c e of A n t i g o n u s ' 
s o n D e m e t r i u s , w h o h a d c o n t r o l of t h e P h o e n i c i a n sea a n d the 
t o w n s of T y r e a n d S i d o n after I p s u s a n d in 296 B .C .E . w a s ab l e to 
lay w a s t e t h e ci ty of S a m a r i a . 1 9 

E v e n t h o u g h Coe le -Syr i a w a s a t t h e cen te r of t h e d i s p u t e be
t w e e n P t o l e m i e s a n d Se leuc ids t h a t g a v e r ise t o t h e four Sy r i an 
w a r s , i t w a s n o t u n t i l t he t h i r d of these (219-217 B.C.E. ) t h a t w e 
f ind a n y l a r g e scale ac t iv i ty i n P a l e s t i n e , a n d t h e n , s ign i f i can t ly 
as w e s h a l l see, i n G a l i l e e . C o n s e q u e n t l y t h e P t o l e m i e s , especia l ly 
P t o l e m y P h i l a d e l p h u s (285-246 B.C.E. ) , w e r e a b l e to i n c l u d e 
P a l e s t i n e i n t he i r e l a b o r a t e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a r r a n g e m e n t . O u r 
k n o w l e d g e of t h i s h a s b e e n e n o r m o u s l y i nc reased t h r o u g h the 
Z e n o n p a p y r i , forty of w h i c h reflect t h e s i t u a t i o n i n P a l e s t i n e in 
t h e m i d - t h i r d c e n t u r y B.C.E. , i n c l u d i n g Z e n o n ' s o w n t o u r of 
i n s p e c t i o n the re i n 259 B . C . E . 2 0 T h i s sys tem, espec ia l ly by c o m 
p a r i s o n w i t h t h a t of t h e Se leuc ids , w a s d e s p o t i c a n d cent ra l ized , 
based o n t h e p r i n c i p l e t h a t t e r r i to ry w o n by t h e s w o r d w a s k i n g ' s 
l a n d . H e w a s there fore t h e so le a d m i n i s t r a t o r of t h e c o u n t r y a n d 
i n t h i s t ask h e h a d a t h i s d i s p o s a l a vas t h i e r a r c h y of officials to 
ca r ry o u t h i s decrees a n d c o n t r o l t h e u s e of t h e l a n d a c c o r d i n g to 
h i s w i s h e s . T o i m p o s e s u c h a b u r e a u c r a c y o n the o l d i n d i g e n o u s 
p o p u l a t i o n of E g y p t , d e m a n d e d r i g i d c o n t r o l by a cen t ra l i zed 
g o v e r n m e n t , t h e effects of w h i c h c a n c lear ly be seen in P a l e s t i n e 
a l so . T h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e u n i t , t h e h y p a r c h y , is s m a l l e r t h a n the 
P e r s i a n s a t r a p y a n d w a s fu r the r s u b d i v i d e d i n t o t o p a r c h i e s a n d 
v i l l ages . I n P a l e s t i n e i t w o u l d a p p e a r t he r e w e r e four h y p a r c h i e s : 
J u d a e a , S a m a r i a , G a l i l e e a n d I d u m a e a , even t h o u g h t h e t w o 
fo rmer a r e n o t m e n t i o n e d i n t h e Z e n o n c o r r e s p o n d e n c e a n d the 
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la t ter t w o o n l y o n c e each . C o n c e r n i n g t h e i n n e r s u b d i v i s i o n s of 
these u n i t s w e m u s t rely p a r t l y o n the p i c t u r e t h a t w e k n o w f rom 
E g y p t itself, a n d p a r t l y o n t h a t w h i c h c a n be g l e a n e d f r o m t h e 
Zenon cor respondence w i t h w h i c h w e sha l l present ly d e a l . 2 1 For the 
p re sen t i t is suff ic ient to n o t e t h a t i t w a s c o m p l e x a n d m u l t i f o r m . 
I n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y t h e w h o l e te r r i to ry d i d n o t h a v e a n ove ra l l 
g o v e r n o r , s u c h as t h e P e r s i a n s a t r a p of Eber ha-Nahar o r t h e 
Se leuc id strategos protarches (1 Mace 3:32; 7:8, Ant 12:295.393) 
b u t w a s c o n t r o l l e d by t h e c e n t r a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n A l e x a n d r i a . 
I nev i t ab ly s u c h a sys tem of cen t r a l i zed g o v e r n m e n t i n v o l v e d a 
l a rge n e t w o r k of h e l l e n i s t i c officials sca t t e red t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
h y p a r c h i e s a t least i n t h e m o r e i m p o r t a n t cen te r s , as Z e n o n ' s 
j o u r n j e s testify, t h o u g h n a t i v e she iks c o u l d a l s o be e m p l o y e d as 
i n t h e case of T o u b i a s (PCZ 59003) o r J e d d u a (PCZ 59018) , e v e n 
w h e n as i n t h e la t t e r i n s t a n c e s u c h t ru s t w a s m i s p l a c e d . 2 2 

A u t h o r i t a r i a n as t h i s sys tem of P t o l e m a i c a d m i n i s t r a t i o n w a s 
in i ts o u t w a r d fo rm, i ts effects w e r e to be felt m a i n l y i n t h e eco
n o m i c a n d to s o m e e x t e n t t h e m i l i t a r y s p h e r e s . T h e P t o l e m i e s d i d 
n o t a t t e m p t a n y l a rge scale c u l t u r a l o r r e l i g i o u s r e f o r m s u c h as t h e 
Se leuc ids w e r e la te r to i n s t i g a t e i n P a l e s t i n e . T h e o l d , i n d i g e n o u s 
v i l l age p o p u l a t i o n of E g y p t w o u l d scarcely h a v e t o l e r a t ed Such 
r ad ica l c h a n g e s , n o r i n t h e in te res t s of s t ab le g o v e r n m e n t w a s i t 
des i rab le , a n d a fortiori t h i s w o u l d a p p l y to t h e less h o m o g e n e o u s 
c u l t u r a l s i t u a t i o n of P a l e s t i n e . I n t h i s r e spec t t h e P t o l e m a i c 
po l icy in r e ga rd to t he grea tes t i n s t r u m e n t for c h a n g e i n he l l en i s t i c 
t imes , t h e polis, is p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t e r e s t i n g . I n P t o l e m a i c P a l e s t i n e 
the re is n o e x a m p l e of a c o m p l e t e l y n e w f o u n d a t i o n , s u c h as t h e 
Se leuc ids w e r e to c rea te la ter , b u t o n l y t h e u p g r a d i n g of c e r t a i n 
centers w h i c h c a n eas i ly be e x p l a i n e d for t r a d i t i o n a l o r s t r a t eg ic 
r easons . T h u s i n t h e G a l i l e a n i n t e r i o r o n l y P h i l o t e r i a (Be th 
Yerach) a t t h e ex i t of t h e J o r d a n f rom t h e l ake , a n d S c y t h o p o l i s 
(Beth S h e a n ) c a n be classif ied as P t o l e m a i c . T h e l a t t e r h a d a l r e a d y 
ach ieved p r o m i n e n c e m u c h ea r l i e r a n d so p r e s u m a b l y t h e 
P t o l e m i e s mere ly r e c o g n i z e d th i s s i t u a t i o n . I n t h e case of P h i l o 
ter ia howeve r , i t is d o u b t f u l if i t ever a c h i e v e d full c i ty s t a t u s , w i t h 
its o w n i n d e p e n d e n t t e r r i to ry , as i ts s u b s e q u e n t d e p a r t u r e f r o m 
h i s to ry ind ica t e s , t h o u g h i t m a y we l l h a v e served as t h e a d m i n i s 
t ra t ive cen te r of t h e h y p a r c h y , b e c a u s e of i ts spec i a l l o c a t i o n . 
N a t u r a l l y , t h e s i t u a t i o n w a s q u i t e d i f ferent o n t h e coas t for h e r e 



30 GALILEE FROM ALEXANDER T H E GREAT T O HADRIAN 

t he re w a s a l o n g h i s t o r y of i n d e p e n d e n c e , a n d i m p o r t a n t as these 
p o r t s w e r e to t h e ove ra l l P t o l e m a i c m i l i t a r y a n d e c o n o m i c po l i cy , 
s o m e deg ree of a u t o n o m y h a d to be c o n c e d e d to t h e m , even 
t h o u g h t h e c lass ica l d e s c r i p t i o n 'free a n d a u t o n o m o u s ' c a n o n l y 
b e a p p l i e d to a n y h e l l e n i s t i c f o u n d a t i o n i n a l i m i t e d s e n s e . 2 3 T h e 
u p g r a d i n g of A c c o w i t h i ts n e w d y n a s t i c n a m e of P t o l e m a i s w a s 
t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t s i n g l e d e v e l o p m e n t i n t h i s a rea , for u n d e r 
P t o l e m a i c p a t r o n a g e it n o w f inds itself e q u a l i n r a n k w i t h , a n d 
there fore t h e r iva l of, t h e o l d e s t a b l i s h e d T y r e a n d S i d o n , b o t h 
r e c o n s t i t u t e d as h e l l e n i s t i c c i t ies u n d e r P t o l e m a i c p a t r o n a g e . 2 4 

O n t h e bas i s of t h e Z e n o n p a p y r i P t o l e m a i s b e c a m e the g a t e w a y 
n o t j u s t to i ts o w n i m m e d i a t e s u r r o u n d s i n t h e p l a i n of Acco, b u t 
to t h e w h o l e G a l i l e a n h i n t e r l a n d . T h u s t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
a r r a n g e m e n t of t h e P t o l e m i e s succeeded i n b r e a k i n g d o w n t h e 
n a t u r a l s e p a r a t i o n b e t w e e n coas t a l p l a i n a n d i n t e r i o r j u s t as i n 
t h e A s s y r i a n t i m e s . T h e o n l y di f ference n o w w a s t h a t t h e i n t e r i o r 
t o o w a s o r g a n i z e d i n s u c h a w a y t h a t t h e n e w in f luences c o u l d 
w o r k m o r e eas i ly f rom w i t h i n , r a t h e r t h a n mere ly t o u c h the 
p e r i p h e r y of life f r o m t h e o u t s i d e . 

T h e first s i g n s t h a t P t o l e m a i c h o l d o n P a l e s t i n e w a s b e g i n n i n g 
to l o o s e n c a m e d u r i n g t h e f o u r t h S y r i a n w a r (221) 219-217 B .C.E . 
w h e n t h e e n e r g e t i c S e l e u c i d k i n g A n t i o c h u s I I I succeeded in 
r e d u c i n g t h e n o r t h e r n p a r t of P a l e s t i n e , a n d w a s o n l y f inal ly 
r e p u l s e d a t R a p h i a , t h e very g a t e of E g y p t . A l r e a d y i n 221 B .C.E . 
A n t i o c h u s w a s t u r n e d b a c k a t t h e B i q a ' pa s s b e t w e e n t h e L e b a n o n 
a n d A n t i l e b a n o n a n d h a d to t e m p o r a r i l y a b a n d o n h i s p l a n s o n 
Coe le -Syr i a , b e c a u s e of p r o b l e m s a t h o m e ( P o l y b i u s Histories V, 
45:10 - 46:6). I n 219 B .C .E . h e a g a i n t o o k t h e i n i t i a t i ve , th i s t i m e 
t r a v e l l i n g t h e c o a s t a l r o a d . T h e i m p o r t a n t ( n a v a l a n d a r sena l ) 
bases of T y r e a n d P t o l e m a i s were h a n d e d over to h i m by T h e o d o t u s 
(V,65:2f), b u t h e fai led to c a p t u r e D o r (V,66 : l ) . P t o l e m y IV P h i l o -
p a t e r s u g g e s t e d d i s c u s s i o n s w h i c h p r o v e d frui t less , r e h a s h i n g the 
o l d c l a i m a n d c o u n t e r - c l a i m to Coe le -Syr ia a l r eady referred to 
(V,67), a n d so i n t h e f o l l o w i n g year (218) A n t i o c h u s p r o c e e d e d to 
r e d u c e t h e i n t e r i o r . H i s i t i n e r a r y as g i v e n by P o l y b i u s is of spec ia l 
in teres t to o u r s tudy s ince it t ook h i m to t he hea r t of Ga l i l ee (V,70f). 
H i s first ob jec t ive w a s P h i l o t e r i a a n d S c y t h o p o l i s , t h e t w o P to l e 
m a i c f o u n d a t i o n s t he re . T h e s e we re c a p t u r e d , t h u s a s s u r i n g s u p 
p l i e s . H i s successes a p p e a r t o h a v e b e e n g a i n e d w i t h o u t a n y grea t 
d i f f icul ty , a n d n e x t h e a t t a c k e d A t a b y r i o n ( T h a b o r ) w h e r e a n 
E g y p t i a n g a r r i s o n w a s located. T h i s t oo w a s t aken a n d the ga r r i son 
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replaced by a Seleucid one . H a v i n g secured Ga l i l ee h e then crossed 
the J o r d a n a n d e v e n t u a l l y r e d u c e d a n u m b e r of i m p o r t a n t for
tresses there , t h u s g a i n i n g t h e s u p p o r t of t h e A r a b t r ibes of t h e 
r e g i o n . R e t u r n i n g to P t o l e m a i s , h e sen t t w o officers, Ce raea s a n d 
H i p p o l o c h u s , w h o h a d b o t h p r e v i o u s l y defected to h i m f rom 
P t o l e m y w i t h five t h o u s a n d footsold iers , to t h e d is t r ic t of S a m a r i a , 
' w i t h o rde r s to p r o t e c t t h e c o n q u e r e d t e r r i to ry a n d a s su re t h e 
safety of a l l t h e t r o o p s h e h a d left i n i t ' ( V , 7 1 : l l ) . H o w e v e r , f ina l 
success w a s n o t t o be h i s , for i n t he f o l l o w i n g year h e w a s decis ively 
bea ten by P t o l e m y , w h o h a d u s e d t h e i n t e r v a l t o g a t h e r h i s forces, 
w i t h t h e n a t i v e E g y p t i a n s p l a y i n g as g r ea t a p a r t as t h e G r e e k 
mercena r i e s . As a r e su l t A n t i o c h u s h a d to w i t h d r a w f rom t h e 
c a p t u r e d te r r i tory a n d P t o l e m y a n d h i s sister A r s i n o e c o n d u c t e d a 
h i g h l y successful t o u r of t he r e - c a p t u r e d te r r i to ry , r e - a p p o i n t i n g 
m i l i t a r y c o m m a n d e r s i n t h e a r ea a n d r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g o r d e r i n t h e 
t o w n s ( P o l y . H i s . 87:1-7). 

T w o features of th i s w h o l e c a m p a i g n a r e w o r t h y of spec ia l 
a t t e n t i o n . I n t h e first p l a c e i t is n o t e w o r t h y t h a t a n u m b e r of < 
P t o l e m a i c officers defected to A n t i o c h u s - T h e o d o t u s w h o h a d 
p rev ious ly r e p u l s e d h i m a t B i q a ' a n d w h o s e e m e d t o h a v e been i n 
c o n t r o l of t h e m i l i t a r y a r s e n a l a t P t o l e m a i s ( P o l y . H z s . V, 62:2), 
Ceraeas , t h e c o m m a n d e r of t h e A t a b y r i o n for t ress a n d t h e p o s s i b l e 
h y p a r c h of G a l i l e e , a n d H i p p o l o c h u s , a T h e s s a l i a n c o m m a n d e r 
of a caval ry r e g i m e n t , as we l l as s o m e A r a b p r i n c e s . T h e s e defec
t i ons a re s y m p t o m a t i c of u n r e s t w i t h t h e P t o l e m a i c sys tem a t 
least o n t he p a r t of its off icials . A c c o r d i n g l y Po lyb ius* r e m a r k 
t ha t t he p e o p l e s of Coe le -Syr i a h a d a l w a y s p re fe r red t h e P t o l e m i e s 
to the Se leuc ids (V, 86:10) c a n n o t be a c c e p t e d as a b l a n k e t d e s c r i p 
t i o n of t he to ta l s i t u a t i o n . F u r t h e r , w e h e a r l a te r of p r o - S e l e u c i d 
a n d p r o - P t o l e m a i c e l e m e n t s i n J e r u s a l e m , p r e s u m a b l y a m o n g t h e 
a r i s tocracy . I t m a y we l l be t h a t t h e o r d i n a r y p o p u l a c e f o u n d t h e 
P t o l e m a i c r u l e o n t h e w h o l e a c c e p t a b l e s ince they w e r e sens i t ive 
to t h e needs of t h e r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n of t he i r p r o v i n c e s o n t h e 
basis of the i r e x p e r i e n c e w i t h t h e o l d v i l l a g e p o p u l a t i o n i n E g y p t 
itself. O n the o t h e r h a n d , t h e u p p e r classes, n a t i v e a n d fo re ign 
a l ike , m a y h a v e f o u n d the i r ' b ene fac to r s ' r i g i d t a s k m a s t e r s , a n d 
h o p e d i n s t ead to benef i t m o r e f rom t h e less t i g h t l y k n i t a d m i n i s 
t ra t ive sys tem of t h e S e l e u c i d s . 2 5 

T h e second p o i n t of s i gn i f i c ance is t h a t A n t i o c h u s seems to < 
h a v e m e t l i t t le o r n o re s i s t ance i n G a l i l e e , a n d i n fact w a s a b l e to 
rely o n the te r r i to r ies of P h i l o t e r i a a n d S c y t h o p o l i s t o p r o v i d e 
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h i m w i t h suff ic ient p r o v i s i o n s for h i s a r m y . T h i s m a y be a n i n d i 
c a t i o n of t h e c lose eye E g y p t i a n o f f i c i a ldom h a d k e p t o n these a n d 
o t h e r P a l e s t i n i a n c i t i e s . 2 6 I t is n o t c lear f rom P o l y b i u s w h a t t he 
p o s i t i o n of C e r a e a s w a s , b u t t h e a s s u m p t i o n m u s t be t h a t h e w a s 
n o t m e r e l y i n c h a r g e of A t a b y r i o n b u t w a s i n fact t he m i l i t a r y 
official i n c h a r g e of G a l i l e e , a s c a n be seen by t h e fact t h a t P t o l e m y 
IV t o o k care to a p p o i n t a n e w m i l i t a r y c o m m a n d e r , A n d r o m a c h u s 
after h i s v ic tory a t R a p h i a (Po ly .Hzs . V, 87:6). I t is p r e s u m e d by 
severa l c o m m e n t a t o r s t h a t A n t i o c h u s r e d u c e d J e r u s a l e m a n d 
J u d a e a as w e l l w h e n h e sen t Ce raea s a n d H i p p o l o c h u s ' t o t he 
p a r t s of S a m a r i a ' kwi TOVS /card Xafxapiav TOTTOVS, b u t i t seems 
a n u n l i k e l y a s s u m p t i o n . P o l y b i u s says they we re c h a r g e d to e n s u r e 
t he safety of t h e so ld ie rs h e h a d left b e h i n d in t h e p laces already 
c o n q u e r e d , a n d i t is a l t o g e t h e r u n l i k e l y t h a t a n y force less t h a n 
t h a t u n d e r t h e c o m m a n d of t h e k i n g h i m s e l f s h o u l d be sen t to 
c a p t u r e J e r u s a l e m . If t h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n is co r rec t t h e n it is far 
m o r e l ike ly t h a t G a l i l e e p r o p e r , t h e p l a i n of Jezreel a n d p a r t of 
S a m a r i a c a m e eas i ly i n t o t h e h a n d s of t h e Se leuc ids o n th i s 
o c c a s i o n . 2 7 

T h i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e even t s is f u r t he r s u p p o r t e d by the 
c o u r s e of h a p p e n i n g s d u r i n g t h e f ina l s h o w d o w n b e t w e e n 
Se l euc id s a n d P t o l e m i e s e i g h t e e n years la te r . O n c e a g a i n 
A n t i o c h u s o c c u p i e d P a l e s t i n e , t h i s t i m e a p p a r e n t l y w i t h l i t t le o r 
n o o p p o s i t i o n i n 201 B .C.E . , a n d w h i l e t h e E g y p t i a n g e n e r a l 
S c o p a s d i d m a n a g e a c o u n t e r - a t t a c k t h e f o l l o w i n g w i n t e r h e w a s 
dec is ive ly b e a t e n a t P a n e i o n i n U p p e r G a l i l e e n e a r t h e sou rce of 
t h e J o r d a n i n 200 (Ant 12:132). J o s e p h u s ' is a f r a g m e n t a r y a c c o u n t 
of these e v e n t s — S c o p a s t h e E g y p t i a n g e n e r a l w a s sen t a g a i n s t t he 
p e o p l e of Coe le -Sy r i a ' a n d t o o k m a n y of their c i t ies a n d a l s o o u r 
n a t i o n , w h i c h w e n t ove r to h i m after b e i n g a t t acked ' ; yet after 
P a n e i o n A n t i o c h u s r e c a p t u r e d t h e c i t ies of Coe le -Syr ia arid 
S a m a r i a , a n d t h e n t h e J e w s w i l l i n g l y a d m i t t e d h i m to the i r city, 
a s s i s t i n g h i m i n b e s i e g i n g t h e E g y p t i a n g a r r i s o n w h i c h w a s in t he 
c i tade l a t J e r u s a l e m (Ant 12:131-3). W h e n t h i s o u t l i n e is c o m p a r e d 
w i t h a n o t h e r s u m m a r y of t h e s a m e even ts i n A n t i o c h u s ' decree 
c o n c e r n i n g t h e J e w s , after t h e f ina l c a p t u r e of J e r u s a l e m , a s imi 
la r p i c t u r e e m e r g e s : ' I n as m u c h as t h e J e w s from the very moment 
w h e n w e e n t e r e d t h e i r c o u n t r y s h o w e d the i r e age rnes s to h e l p u s , 
a n d when we came to their city, g a v e u s a s p l e n d i d r e c e p t i o n a n d 
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m e t us w i t h the i r sena te a n d fu rn i shed a n a b u n d a n c e of p r o v i s i o n s 
for o u r soldiers a n d e l e p h a n t s , a n d a l s o h e l p e d u s to e x p e l t h e 
E g y p t i a n g a r r i s o n i n t he c i t ade l , w e h a v e seen fit o n o u r p a r t to 
r e q u i t e t h e m for these acts . . .' (Ant 12:138). T h i s s e q u e n c e of 
events is fu r the r f i l led o u t by s o m e c i t a t i o n s f rom P o l y b i u s g i v e n 
by J o s e p h u s to t h e effect t h a t S c o p a s , ' s e t t i n g o u t for t h e u p p e r 
c o u n t r y d u r i n g t h e w i n t e r subdued t he J e w i s h n a t i o n ' , b u t ' t h a t 
after a s h o r t t i m e the re c a m e over to h i m t h o s e J e w s w h o l ive 
n e a r t he t e m p l e a t J e r u s a l e m , as it is c a l l ed ' (Ant 12:135). F r o m 
these sca t te red r e m a r k s t h e n , i t s eems t h a t S c o p a s ' c a m p a i g n 
w h i c h t o o k h i m to U p p e r G a l i l e e w a s a forced o n e , t h a t is, t h a t h e 
c o u l d n o t rely o n t h e J e w i s h p o p u l a t i o n for s u p p o r t , a n d fu r the r 
t h a t A n t i o c h u s ' a d v a n c e to t h e s o u t h w a s v ia T r a n s j o r d a n a n d 
S a m a r i a w i t h t h e p o p u l a t i o n of J e r u s a l e m e v e n t u a l l y a c c e p t i n g 
h i m . 2 8 I t is sure ly m o r e t h a n a m e r e c o i n c i d e n c e t h a t t h e r e is n o 
m e n t i o n of a n y G a l i l e a n r e s i s t ance to t h e Se l euc ids . P h i l o t e r i a , 
S c y t h o p o l i s a n d A t a b y r i o n h a d c o m e over t o h i s s ide d u r i n g t h e 
p r e v i o u s c a m p a i g n a n d so , i t w o u l d seem, c o u l d n o w be re l i ed o n . 
I t w a s o n l y i n J e r u s a l e m t h a t a n y J e w i s h h e s i t a t i o n a p p e a r s , b u t 
e v e n t u a l l y t he p r o - S e l e u c i d p a r t y w o n o u t t h e r e a l s o . 2 9 

T h e official Se l euc id n a m e of t h e n e w l y a c q u i r e d t e r r i t o ry 
w a s 'Coe le -Syr ia a n d P h o e n i c i a ' , a n d i ts i n c o r p o r a t i o n i n t o t h e 
Se leuc id sys tem m u s t h a v e f o l l o w e d t h e i r p o l i c y e l s e w h e r e . 
Because the i r k i n g d o m w a s m u c h m o r e sca t te red t h a n t h a t of the-: 
P t o l e m i e s i t w a s i m p o s s i b l e t o i m p o s e a u n i f i e d a n d cen t r a l i z ed 
sys tem of g o v e r n m e n t . I n s t ead , they a l l o w e d for loca l d i f ferences 
w i t h i n t h e vas t t e r r i to ry a n d they a l s o e n c o u r a g e d t h e e m e r g e n c e 
of ci t ies , a l w a y s of c o u r s e w i t h t h e l i m i t e d i n d e p e n d e n c e t h a t 
m a r k e d h e l l e n i s t i c f rom c lass ica l t i m e s i n t h i s r e g a r d . T h u s t h e i r 
p r i m a r y u n i t of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , t h e e p a r c h y , i n c l u d e d several 
E g y p t i a n h y p a r c h i e s , b u t i n t h e fair ly s h o r t s p a c e of t i m e t h a t 
the Se leuc id a d m i n i s t r a t i o n h a d effective c o n t r o l of P a l e s t i n e 
it is d o u b t f u l if t h i s n e w a d m i n i s t r a t i o n c o u l d h a v e b r o k e n d o w n 
o lde r t e r r i to r i a l u n i t i e s . I n P a l e s t i n e , t he r e w e r e i n a l l , f o u r 
Se leuc id e p a r c h i e s o n t h e bas i s of S t r a b o ' s i n f o r m a t i o n : S a m a r i a 
( i n c l u d i n g G a l i l e e a n d J u d a e a ) , I d u m a e a ; P a r a l i a a n d G a l a a d i t i s . 
T h u s b o t h G a l i l e e a n d J u d a e a los t t h e i r i n d e p e n d e n t s t a t u s of 
h y p a r c h y or p r o v i n c e a t leas t u n t i l t h e o u t b r e a k of t h e w a r i n 167 
w h e n J u d a e a w a s t rea ted s epa ra t e ly by t h e Se l euc id s b e c a u s e of 
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t h e m i l i t a r y s i t u a t i o n t h e r e . 3 0 W e h e a r n o t h i n g of t h e effects of 
t h i s n e w a d m i n i s t r a t i v e set u p o r t h e s i t u a t i o n i n G a l i l e e , a n d it 
is u n l i k e l y t o h a v e c h a n g e d t h e p a t t e r n of life the re , espec ia l ly 
s ince i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y t h e s m a l l e r s e c o n d a r y u n i t s were st i l l 
r e t a i n e d w i t h i n t h e l a rge r e p a r c h y sys tem. 

N e i t h e r d i d t h e Se l euc id p o l i c y i n r e g a r d to c i t ies h a v e a n y 
r a d i c a l effects o n life i n G a l i l e e . T h e o n l y n e w f o u n d a t i o n the re 
w a s i n t h e U p p e r J o r d a n va l ley w h e r e t h e n a m e s of Se leuc ia a n d 
A n t i o c h i a w o u l d seem to i n d i c a t e Se l euc id f o u n d a t i o n s . H o w 
ever, n e i t h e r ever a t t a i n e d a n y g r e a t p r o m i n e n c e e i t he r a d m i n 
i s t ra t ive ly o r c o m m e r c i a l l y a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y c a n scarcely h a v e 
b e e n t h e m e d i a of h e l l e n i s t i c c u l t u r e o n a n y l a r g e scale. T h e 
P t o l e m a i c f o u n d a t i o n , S c y t h o p o l i s rece ived t h e a d d i t i o n a l n a m e 
of N y s a , t h e m y t h i c a l n u r s e of D i o n y s u s a n d a l s o t h e n a m e of a 
p r i n c e s s of t h e Se l euc id h o u s e i n t h e t i m e of A n t i o c h u s IV. T h e s e 
i n d i c a t i o n s s u g g e s t t h a t t h e s t a t u s of t h i s c i ty i m p r o v e d u n d e r 
t h e Se l euc id r e g i m e , s o m e t h i n g t h a t w o u l d be q u i t e i n k e e p i n g 
w i t h t he i r ove ra l l p o l i c y . W e h e a r n o t h i n g of P h i l o t e r i a i n the 
p e r i o d , b u t i ts n o n - r e s i s t a n c e t o t h e a d v a n c e s of A n t i o c h u s I I I 
i n 218 B .C .E . c o u l d n o t h a v e adverse ly affected it . I ts dec l i ne 
w o u l d a p p e a r t o d a t e f r o m a m u c h la te r p e r i o d . P t o l e m a i s a l so 
h a d its ' A n t i o c h e n e ' se t t lers j u s t l i ke J e r u s a l e m (2 Mace 4:19) 
p r o b a b l y f r o m a n ea r l i e r da t e , h o w e v e r , i n v iew of i ts i m p o r t a n c e 
for t r a d i n g a s w e l l a s s e r v i n g a s a m i l i t a r y base d u r i n g the ear l i e r 
S e l e u c i d c a m p a i g n s i n Coe le -Syr i a (cf. Poly.His. V, 62:2). 

T h e r e is l i t t l e ev idence , there fore , of a n y r a d i c a l c h a n g e of 
f o r t u n e s for G a l i l e e i n t h e t ransfer f r o m P t o l e m a i c to Se leuc id 

c o n t r o l of P a l e s t i n e . T h e r e a s o n s for t he ease w i t h w h i c h the 
n o r t h c a m e u n d e r t h e c o n t r o l of t h e Se leuc ids is a q u e s t i o n w h i c h 
m u s t r e m a i n w i t h u s , b u t even a t t h i s s t age w e c a n s ta te t h a t 
g e o g r a p h i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s s eem to h a v e g o n e h a n d i n h a n d 
w i t h t h e a c t u a l h i s t o r i c a l r ea l i t i e s . O n c e the key cen te r s of set t le
m e n t h a d b e e n c o n q u e r e d t he re w a s n o p o s s i b i l i t y of a n y re
s i s t ance f r o m t h e p e a s a n t r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n , a n d t h i s w a s a l r eady 
a c h i e v e d d u r i n g t h e c a m p a i g n s of 218 B .C .E . w i t h t h e c o n t r o l 
of t h e c i t ies l ike P t o l e m a i s a n d T y r e o n the coas t a n d P h i l o t e r i a 
a n d S c y t h o p o l i s i n t h e va l ley . T h e p l a i n of Jezreel m a k e s a su i t 
ab ly d i s t a n t g e o g r a p h i c b o u n d a r y to t h e s o u t h for t h e Seleu
c ids as h a d t h e E l e u t h e r u s va l ley i n t h e n o r t h for t h e P t o l e m i e s , 
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a n d the i r m i l i t a r y efforts i n t h e i n t e r i o r seem t o h a v e been c o n 
cen t r a t ed he re . C o n t r o l of t h i s va l ley m e a n t t h a t they c o u l d 
p r o c e e d a l o n g the Via M a r i s to t h e s o u t h , t he o n l y p o s s i b l e w a y 
for t he a t t a ck o n E g y p t itself w h i c h w a s t h e i r m a i n ob jec t ive . 
Yet t h e Se leuc id a d m i n i s t r a t i v e sys tem w o u l d a p p e a r to a l l o w 
for o lde r differences of t r a d i t i o n o r b o u n d a r i e s to r e - e m e r g e -
s o m e t h i n g w h i c h , w e h a v e seen, t h e P t o l e m a i c sys tem t e n d e d to 
ob l i t e r a t e . 

Ill 
G A L I L E E A N D T H E H E L L E N I S T I C R E F O R M 

U n d e r the n e w Se l euc id a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , G a l i l e e a s w e l l a s 
J u d a e a were u n i t s w i t h i n t h e e p a r c h y of S a m a r i a , w h i c h i n t u r n 
w a s p a r t of t h e p r o v i n c e (araTriyLa) of 'Coe l e -Sy r i a a n d P h o e 
nicia*. A t t h e s a m e t i m e t h e decree of A n t i o c h u s I I I , w h i c h Bicker -
m a n r i g h t l y ca l l s t h e Se leuc id c h a r t e r for J e r u s a l e m , g r a n t e d very 
spec ia l p r iv i l eges to t h e Wvos TCOV 'lovbaiuv, s i n g l i n g o u t t h e 
i n h a b i t a n t s of J e r u s a l e m i n p a r t i c u l a r for p a r t i a l r e m i s s i o n of 
t r i b u t e (Ant 12:138-44). W h i l e t h e t e r m Wvos is i n d e e d a h e l l e n i s t i c 
j u r i d i c a l t e r m , as d i s t i n c t f r o m t h e c i ty (7r6Xis) a n d t h e k i n g ' s 
l a n d (/8a(TiXiKi7 7 1 7 ) , r e f e r r i ng n o t j u s t t o a p a r t i c u l a r e t h n i c g r o u p 
b u t a l s o to t he i r t e r r i to ry (717 edvutrj), i ts u s e i n t h i s decree bea r s 
c lose e x a m i n a t i o n . C l ea r l y A n t i o c h u s d i d n o t w i s h t o e x t e n d t h e 
p r iv i l eges of h i s decree to a l l t h e J e w s i n h i s k i n g d o m , s ince w e 
h e a r f rom a n o t h e r decree of a q u i t e s e p a r a t e a r r a n g e m e n t for J e w s 
f rom B a b y l o n i a w h o w e r e t o b e p l a n t e d i n L y d i a a n d P h r y g i a 
(Ant 12:147-53), a n d t h e q u e s t i o n is t o w h o m d o e s t h e ea r l i e r 
o n e refer w h e n it says, ' a n d al l t he m e m b e r s of the n a t i o n sha l l have 
a fo rm of g o v e r n m e n t i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e a n c e s t r a l l a w s ' 
(iroXtTeveadoMTap 8e wavTes ol c/c TOV WVOVS /card TOVS irarpiovs 
vopovs, Ant 12:142)? I t s h o u l d be n o t e d i n t h e first p l a c e t h a t 
the decree is n o t add res sed to t h e J e w i s h l eaders ( h i g h p r i e s t 
o r yepovala), b u t to P t o l e m y , p r o b a b l y t h e g o v e r n o r of Coe le -
Syr ia a n d P h o e n i c i a a t t h a t t i m e . 3 1 T h i s ra i ses t h e q u e s t i o n of 
w h e t h e r o t h e r J e w s l i v i n g i n t h a t p r o v i n c e m i g h t n o t a l s o be 
inc luded . T h e ac tua l w o r d i n g of the decree iravres ol e/c TOV WVOVS 
w o u l d seem to s u p p o r t t h i s c o n c l u s i o n , as w e l l a s t h e specif ica
t i o n of t he s e p a r a t e t a x c o n c e s s i o n s to t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of J e r u 
s a l e m a n d to c e r t a i n t e m p l e off ic ials . T h e p h r a s e /card TOVS 
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wcLTpiovs vdfjiovs is a g e n e r a l o n e f o u n d f r e q u e n t l y i n s i m i l a r 
h e l l e n i s t i c d o c u m e n t s , w h e r e b y t h e c o n t i n u a n c e of t r a d i t i o n a l 
l a w s a n d c u s t o m s a r e g u a r a n t e e d to a c i ty o r t e r r i to ry by i ts n e w 
o v e r l o r d . 3 2 I n t h i s case t h e r i g h t t o l ive a c c o r d i n g to t he J e w i s h 
l a w w a s c o n f i r m e d to a l l t h e J e w s u n d e r P t o l e m y , a n d th i s m u s t 
h a v e i n c l u d e d G a l i l e a n J e w s a l s o . T h i s c o n c l u s i o n h e l p s u s t o 
u n d e r s t a n d be t t e r t h e b a c k g r o u n d to t h e r e f o r m of A n t i o c h u s IV 
for ty years la ter , w h i c h w a s s u c h a d e e p t r a u m a for t he J e w i s h 
p e o p l e , i n t h a t i t w a s n o t m e r e l y a n a t t a c k o n t h e i r r e l i g i o n b u t 
a r e v o c a t i o n of t h e a g r e e m e n t w h i c h t h e ea r l i e r Se leuc ids h a d 
s a n c t i o n e d i n t h e bes t h e l l e n i s t i c sp i r i t . 

I t is g e n e r a l l y r e c o g n i z e d t h a t t h e r e f o r m itself w a s t he o u t 
g r o w t h of soc ia l a n d r e l i g i o u s c h a n g e s t h a t h a d b e e n t a k i n g 
p l a c e w i t h i n t h e J e r u s a l e m a r i s toc racy for s o m e t i m e , p a r t p o l i t 
ica l ( p r o - S e l e u c i d o r P t o l e m a i c ) , p a r t soc ia l (p r ies t ly a r i s toc racy 
a n d t h e lay n o b i l i t y r e p r e s e n t e d by t h e T o b i a d s ) a n d p a r t r e l i g i o u s 
( the h e l l e n i s e r s a n d t h e Hasidim). A p p a r e n t l y , t he i n t e n t i o n of 
t h e h e l l e n i s e r s w a s to t r a n s f o r m J e r u s a l e m i n t o a h e l l e n i s t i c ci ty 
w i t h J a s o n t h e h i g h p r i e s t a p p o i n t e d by A n t i o c h u s as chief 
i n s t i g a t o r (2 Mace 4:9-11). W h a t w a s a t first a c u l t u r a l a n d soc ia l 
r e f o r m w a s t u r n e d i n t o r e l i g i o u s p e r s e c u t i o n w h e n A n t i o c h u s , 
i n v o l v e d i n w a r w i t h E g y p t a n d i n n e e d of f i n a n c i a l r esources , 
first i n v a d e d t h e t e m p l e t r ea su ry a n d t h e n , a s e c o n d t i m e , r u t h 
lessly c r u s h e d a p o p u l a r u p r i s i n g a g a i n s t h i m a n d h i s p u p p e t 
h i g h p r i e s t M e n e l a u s , w h o h a d o u s t e d J a s o n (2 Mace 5:12ff). A 
c o l o n y of ^Syrian so ld ie r s w a s e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h e a rea , a n d a p p a r 
e n t l y t h i s m o v e a l r e a d y c e m e n t e d t h e forces of r e s i s t ance u n d e r 
t h e aeg i s of t h e Hasidim (1 Mace 2:3Iff) o r p i o u s u p h o l d e r s of 
I s rae l ' s r e l i g i o u s t r a d i t i o n s . I t w a s t h e i r o p p o s i t i o n c o u p l e d w i t h 
t h e e x t r e m e h e l l e n i z i n g p o l i c i e s of M e n e l a u s a n d h i s J e w i s h 
s u p p o r t e r s t h a t led e v e n t u a l l y t o t h e a c t u a l r e l i g i o u s p e r s e c u t i o n 
(167 B .C.E . ) , i n w h i c h t h e w o r s h i p of Y a h w e h w a s to be a s s im
i l a t ed to t h a t of t h e Zeus O l y m p i u s c u l t i n t h e t e m p l e a t J e r u 
s a l e m , a n d t h e p r a c t i c e of d i s t i n c t i v e J e w i s h r e l i g i o u s obse rvances 
o u t l a w e d (1 Mace 1:44-51; 2 Mace 6:1 - 5 ) . 3 3 T h i s a t t a c k w a s d i rec ted 
a t t h e c i t ies of J u d a e a as we l l a s a t J e r u s a l e m , b u t a p p a r e n t l y i t 
s o o n m o v e d n o r t h w a r d , for t h e f o l l o w i n g year w e h e a r of a let ter 
f r o m t h e S i d o n i a n s a t S h e c h e m to A n t i o c h u s (Ant 12:259-61) i n 
w h i c h reference is m a d e to h a r a s s m e n t by A p o l l o n i u s ( p r o b a b l y 
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the g o v e r n o r to Coe le -Syr ia a n d P h o e n i c i a , 1 Mace 3:10; 2 Mace 
3:5) a n d N i c a n o r , a n a g e n t of t h e k i n g w o r k i n g i n t h e a r e a to r a i se 
m o n e y (2 Mace 8:9ff). R e a d i n g b e t w e e n t h e l i n e s w e c a n g a t h e r 
t h a t th i s g r o u p h a d succeeded i n c o n t r o l l i n g t h e t e m p l e a t G e r -
iz im a n d i n h a v i n g t h e w o r s h i p of Zeus a c c e p t e d t h e r e a l s o (2 Mace 
6:2; Ant 12:261). 

Even r u r a l G a l i l e e c o u l d n o t h o p e to e s c a p e these p r e s s u r e s , 
a n d u n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e r a t h e r s c h e m a t i c t r e a t m e n t of t h e t o p i c 
by the a u t h o r of 1 Mace m a k e s i t d i f f icu l t to r e c o n s t r u c t t h e w h o l e 
s tory i n i ts c h r o n o l o g i c a l de t a i l s . A p p a r e n t l y 1 Mace 5 is a p a t c h 
w o r k of d i f ferent J e w i s h r e a c t i o n s to t h e r e l i g i o u s r e f o r m i n 
w h i c h the M a c c a b a e a n b r o t h e r s w e r e e n g a g e d . T h u s , o n e l i t e ra ry 
ana ly s i s sugges t s t h a t vv. 3-8.65-8 refer to a c a m p a i g n of J u d a s 
a l o n e , i n t h e v i c in i t y of J u d a e a before t h e r e d e d i c a t i o n of t h e 
t e m p l e i n 164 B .C.E . , w h e r e a s vv. 1-2.9-64 d e a l w i t h e x c u r s i o n s 
to G a l i l e e a n d G i l e a d after t h a t e v e n t . 3 4 I n a n y case t h e re ference 
to G a l i l e e is brief a n d u n c i r c u m s t a n t i a l . W o r d a r r i v e d i n J e r u 
sa l em t h a t t h e m e n of P t o l e m a i s , T y r e a n d S i d o n a n d a l l G a l i l e e 
of the G e n t i l e s h a d g a t h e r e d a g a i n s t t h e J e w s t o a n n i h i l a t e t h e m 
(1 Mace 5:14f). S i m o n w a s d e p u t e d to g o to t h e i r a i d w i t h a n 
a r m y of 5,000 m e n . ' H e f o u g h t m a n y ba t t l e s a g a i n s t t h e g e n t i l e s 
a n d t h e g e n t i l e s w e r e c r u s h e d before h i m . H e p u r s u e d t h e m to t h e 
ga t e of P t o l e m a i s a n d as m a n y as 3,000 of t h e g e n t i l e s fell a n d h e 
d e s p o i l e d t h e m . T h e n h e t o o k t h e J e w s of G a l i l e e a n d A r b a t t a 
a n d the i r w ives a n d c h i l d r e n a n d a l l t h a t t hey possessed , a n d l ed 
t h e m to J u d a e a w i t h g r e a t re joic ing* (1 Mace 5:21-23). A n u n c r i t 
ical r e a d i n g of t h i s p a s s a g e h a s l e ad S c h u r c r a n d after h i m m a n y 
o t h e r p r o p o n e n t s of a g e n t i l e G a l i l e e t o c o n c l u d e t h a t a t t h i s 
p o i n t i n t i m e t h e J e w i s h p o p u l a t i o n of G a l i l e e w a s o n l y a l i n y 
m i n o r i t y l i v i n g i n a h o s t i l e e n v i r o n m e n t s e e i n g t h a t S i m o n w a s 
a b l e t o t r a n s p l a n t t h e m . 3 5 H o w e v e r , a p a r t f r o m t h e c o n s c i o u s l y 
a r c h a i z i n g style of t h e a u t h o r t h a t e x p l a i n s t h e p h r a s e FaXiXaia 
a\\<xf>v\6bi> , 3 6 a n d t h e h e r o i c d e s c r i p t i o n of ' m a n y ba t t l e s a g a i n s t 
t h e genti les*, c o n c e n t r a t i o n o n t h e g e o g r a p h y is a l s o c a l l e d for. 
T h e w h o l e o p e r a t i o n t o o k p l a c e i n t h e w e s t e r n p a r t of G a l i l e e , 
a p p a r e n t l y i n t h e r e g i o n of P t o l e m a i s , w h i c h s i g n i f i c a n t l y S i m o n 
d i d n o t a t t e m p t t o c a p t u r e , n o r d i d h e p u s h f a r the r n o r t h t o t h e 
o t h e r P h o e n i c i a n ci t ies . A l m o s t t w o h u n d r e d years la te r w e h e a r 
of t h e J e w i s h p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d of t h e s a m e S y r i a n 
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ci t ies b e i n g h a r a s s e d a n d of J e w i s h r e p r i s a l s (War 2:458f). T h e 
M.S .S . e v i d e n c e for A r b a t t a is u n c e r t a i n , a n d v a r i o u s e m e n d a t i o n s 
h a v e b e e n sugges t ed , b u t i t m a y be in fe r red t h a t i t l ies o u t s i d e 
G a l i l e e , a n d w a s i n t h e s a m e g e n e r a l r e g i o n as P t o l e m a i s . 3 7 At a l l 
even t s S i m o n ' s ac t iv i ty is loca l i zed i n t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d of t h e 
G r e e k c i t ies , a n d p r e s u m a b l y t h e J e w i s h p o p u l a t i o n of these 
r e g i o n s h a d b e e n u n d e r a t t a c k b e c a u s e of t h e i r r e s i s t ance to t h e 
c h a n g e s w h i c h A n t i o c h u s a n d h i s off icials w e r e i m p o s i n g . 
P o s s i b l y a l s o , t h e r e w a s r e s e n t m e n t o n t h e p a r t of t h e G r e e k 
p o p u l a t i o n b e c a u s e of t h e spec ia l s t a t u s of t h e J e w s of t h e a rea 
w h i c h t h e decree of A n t i o c h u s h a d g r a n t e d . F o r o u r p u r p o s e s 
t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t c o n c l u s i o n is t h a t even a t t h i s h o u r of cr is is 
for J u d a i s m , t h e o l d I s rae l i t e p o p u l a t i o n of t h e i n t e r i o r of G a l i l e e 
w a s a b l e t o s u r v i v e re la t ive ly u n s c a t h e d , w h e r e a s t h o s e i n t r o u b l e 
t u r n e d i n s t i n c t i v e l y t o J e r u s a l e m . 

I n t h e s u b s e q u e n t s t r u g g l e s of t h e M a c c a b a e a n b r o t h e r s w i t h 
t h e Se l euc ids w e f ind c o n f i r m a t i o n of t h i s c o n c l u s i o n . O n t h e 
o n e h a n d , i t w o u l d seem, t h e M a c c a b a e a n s w e r e g e n u i n e l y c o n 
c e r n e d a b o u t t h e i r c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s i n G a l i l e e , yet a t t h e s a m e t i m e 
p r a c t i c a l p o l i t i c s d i d n o t a l l o w t h e m t o c o n c e i v e of i n c o r p o r a t i n g 
t h e a r e a w i t h i n t h e t e r r i to ry they w e r e c a r v i n g o u t for t h e 
Wvos T&v'Iovdaia)v,in r e l a t ive a u t o n o m y f r o m t h e Se leuc id over
l o r d s . G r a d u a l l y , a s t h e s p i r i t u a l i m p e t u s of t h e m o v e m e n t 
d e c l i n e d a n d i ts s ecu la r , p o l i t i c a l a spec t s c a m e to t h e fore, G a l i l e e 
h a d to w a i t for t h e o p p o r t u n e m o m e n t before i t c o u l d be p o l i t 
ica l ly r e - u n i t e d w i t h t h e t e r r i t o ry w h e r e i ts c u l t i c cen te r lay. 
J o s i a h h a d br ief ly a t t e m p t e d a s i m i l a r a c q u i s i t i o n of t h e n o r t h 
i n t h e s e v e n t h c e n t u r y , b u t h i s efforts f o u n d e r e d w i t h h i s d e a t h . 3 8 

I r o n i c a l l y , even t h o u g h t h e s a m e r e l i g i o u s i d e o l o g y - t h e idea l of 
t h e l a n d - s eems t o h a v e b e e n t h e u n d e r l y i n g d r i v i n g force of t h e 
s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t t h e Se leuc ids , for t h a t s t r u g g l e to succeed t h e 
J e w i s h s ta te h a d itself t o be t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o t h a t w h i c h i t s o u g h t 
t o o v e r c o m e - a h e l l e n i s t i c p o w e r . T h u s t h e very t e n s i o n b e t w e e n 
r e l i g i o n a n d n a t i o n h o o d w h i c h t h e s t r u g g l e a t t e m p t e d to reso lve 
c o n t i n u e d i n a n e w fo rm , n o w t r ans fe r red t o t h e cen te r of J u 
d a i s m itself, t he r e t o fester a n d e r u p t a t v a r i o u s m o m e n t s of 
n a t i o n a l o r r e l i g i o u s cr is is . B u t w e m u s t r e t r ace o u r s teps . 

T h e first s t a g e of J e w i s h l i b e r a t i o n w a s a c h i e v e d w h e n A n 
t i o c h u s , u n d e r p r e s s u r e b e c a u s e of w a r s i n t h e eas t g r a n t e d a n 
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a m n e s t y , a l l o w i n g t h e J e w s t o l ive i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e i r o w n 
l aws (2 Mace 11:27-33), t he reby r e s t o r i n g t h e c h a r t e r of A n t i o c h u s 
I I I . T h i s w a s i n O c t o b e r of 164 B . C . E . a n d t h a t w i n t e r J u d a h 
a n d h i s fo l lowers c a p t u r e d a p a r t of J e r u s a l e m a n d r e d e d i c a t e d 
t h e t e m p l e (1 Mace 4:36-59). I t w a s after t h i s , a n d p o s s i b l y as a 
r e su l t of i t , t h a t t h e p e r s e c u t i o n of G a l i l e a n J e w s , a l r e a d y d i s 
cussed, t o o k p l a c e . T h e d e a t h of A n t i o c h u s IV a n d t h e r e g e n c y of 
h i s g o v e r n o r Lys i a s m e a n t n e w t r o u b l e s for t h e J e w s , as J u d a h ' s 
a t t e m p t t o r e m o v e t h e S y r i a n c o l o n y f r o m t h e A c r a fa i led. F o r a 
t i m e J u d a h s e e m e d i so la t ed , even f rom h i s o w n p e o p l e , b u t a n 
i n d i s c r e t i o n by ^the h i g h p r i e s t A l c i m u s o n c e m o r e a r o u s e d t h e 
i re of t he Hasidim w h o h a d p r e v i o u s l y a c q u i e s c e d i n h i s a p p o i n t 
m e n t (1 Mace 7:13f; 9:54f) a n d t h e g e n e r a l N i c a n o r w a s s en t by 
t h e c u r r e n t i n c u m b e n t of t h e Se l euc id t h r o n e , D e m e t r i u s I, t o 
q u i e t e n t h e t r o u b l e . T h i s e x p e d i t i o n w a s to l e a d to N i c a n o r ' s 
defeat by J u d a h a n d d e a t h , n e a r B e t h H o r o n , g i v i n g r i se to t h e 
'day of Nicanor* ce lebra ted i n J e w i s h lo re (2 Mace 15:35f). 

J u d a h ' s v ic to ry w a s n o t for l o n g , for a n e w a n d m o r e p o w e r f u l 
g e n e r a l , Bacch ides w a s d i s p a t c h e d a g a i n s t h i m . S i g n i f i c a n t l y , 
Bacch ides d i d n o t t ake t h e u s u a l coas t a l r o u t e b u t t r ave l l ed s o u t h 
t h r o u g h G a l i l e e a l o n g t h e J o r d a n rift a n d e n c a m p e d a t A r b e l a , 
o v e r l o o k i n g t h e l a k e of G e n n e s a r e t h (1 Mace 9 : I f ) . 4 0 H e r e h e 
b e g a n h i s c a m p a i g n a g a i n s t t h e loca l p e o p l e , p r e s u m a b l y b e c a u s e 
t he G a l i l e a n p e a s a n t s of t h e r e g i o n h a d g i v e n s o m e s i g n of t h e i r 
s u p p o r t for t he i r J u d a e a n b r o t h e r s , a n d i t w o u l d b e d a n g e r o u s 
to leave s u c h a n e n c l a v e i n h i s rea r . T h e p a t t e r n w o u l d r e p r e a t 
itself m o r e t h a n o n c e i n t h e s u b s e q u e n t t w o c e n t u r i e s . B a c c h i d e s 
w a s n o t t o m a k e t h e s a m e m i s t a k e as N i c a n o r , a n d before re
t u r n i n g J u d a h h a d b e e n defea ted a n d k i l l ed , a n d J e w i s h r e s i s t a n c e 
q u e n c h e d f ina l ly , i t w o u l d seem. 

After a l u l l of several years (160-152 B .C.E . ) t h e s e c o n d M a c c a -
b a e a n b r o t h e r J o n a t h a n e m e r g e d f r o m t h e o b s c u r i t y of a v i l l a g e 
ch ie f t a in to ca r ry o n t h e s t r u g g l e , a v a i l i n g h i m s e l f of t h e d y n a s t i c 
diff icul t ies a m o n g t h e Se leuc ids t h a t w e r e e v e n t u a l l y t o be t h e i r 
d o w n f a l l . S i d i n g first w i t h D e m e t r i u s I a n d t h e n w i t h h i s r i va l , 
t he p r e t e n d e r A l e x a n d e r Ba la s , J o n a t h a n succeeded i n o b t a i n i n g 
f rom t h e la t te r t h e r i g h t to o c c u p y t h e v a c a t e d h i g h p r i e s t h o o d 
a n d t w o years l a te r w a s a p p o i n t e d g e n e r a l a n d g o v e r n o r of t h e 
p r o v i n c e of J u d a e a (1 Mace 10:30f.65), a p o s t t h a t h a d a p p a r e n t l y 
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b e e n c rea t ed to dea l w i t h t h e cr is is t he r e after t h e r e fo rm , w h e n 
J u d a e a w a s severed f r o m t h e e p a r c h y of S a m a r i a (2 Mace 14:12). 
I n effect J o n a t h a n b e c a m e a n official of t h e Se l euc id a d m i n i s t r a 
t i o n a n d w e c a t c h a g l i m p s e of t h e g r o w i n g i n d e p e n d e n c e of h i s 
p o s i t i o n i n t h e v a r i o u s t a x c o n c e s s i o n s t h a t t h e D e m e t r i d s were 
p r e p a r e d to g r a n t h i m . 4 1 A p p a r e n t l y t h e t r i b u t e (<t>6pos) w h i c h w a s 
t h e chief t a x p a i d co l lec t ive ly u n d e r t h e ea r l i e r h e l l e n i s t i c m o n 
a r c h i e s (2 Mace 4:8; Ant 12:144, t h e Se leuc ids ; Ant 12:154ff, t he 
P t o l e m i e s ) h a d b e e n t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o a d i r ec t l a n d t ax d u r i n g 
t h e p e r i o d of t h e r e f o r m for t h e o b v i o u s r e a s o n t h a t t h e l e a d e r s h i p 
of t h e J e w i s h p e o p l e , o n w h o m c o l l e c t i o n of t h e t r i b u t e devolved , 
w a s so u n s t a b l e . N o w h o w e v e r , D e m e t r i u s I, a n d after h i m h i s 
s o n , D e m e t r i u s I I , i n r e t u r n for J o n a t h a n ' s s u p p o r t w e r e p r e p a r e d 
to m a k e s izable c o n c e s s i o n s i n r e g a r d to t h e l a n d taxes , n o t o n l y of 
J u d a e a , b u t a l s o of t h e t h r e e d i s t r i c t s of S a m a r i a a n d G a l i l e e 
t h a t h a d b e e n ceded to h i m (1 Mace 10:30.38; 11:28.34). T h e bas i s 
for b o t h c o n c e s s i o n s is o s t ens ib ly t h e r e c o g n i t i o n of t h e J e w i s h 
c u l t i c c o m m u n i t y (cf. 10:38; 11:34b), a n d i n t h e case of D e m e t r i u s 
I I a t r i b u t e of t h r e e h u n d r e d t a l en t s is e x p e c t e d i n r e t u r n . J o s e p h u s 
s u p p l e m e n t s h i s s o u r c e 1 Mace a t t h i s p o i n t , for h e tel ls u s t h a t 
l a te r t he r e w a s a n a r r e a r of t r i b u t e o w e d by t h e J e w i s h p e o p l e 
(Ant 13:143; cf. 1 Mace 13:15). C l e a r l y t h e p o l i t i c a l p e n d u l u m 
h a d b e g u n to s w i n g i n J o n a t h a n ' s favor , a n d d e s p i t e o u t w a r d 
d i s p l a y s of s u b s e r v i e n c e (cf. 1 Mace 11:24-7), h e w a s a b l e to a d o p t 
a n i n c r e a s i n g l y i n d e p e n d e n t a t t i t u d e t h a t r e a c h e d its c l i m a x 
after h i s d e a t h i n 142 B . C . E . w h e n , i n t h e w o r d s of 1 Mace 13:41, 
' t h e y o k e of t h e h e a t h e n w a s l if ted f r o m Is rae l ' . 

T h e a b s e n c e of a n y m e n t i o n of G a l i l e e i n a l l these a r r a n g e 
m e n t s b e t w e e n t h e la te r M a c c a b a e a n s a n d t h e v a r i o u s Se leuc ids 
m i g h t a p p e a r t o c o n t r a d i c t o u r ea r l i e r c o n t e n t i o n t h a t t h e a rea 
w a s es sen t i a l ly J e w i s h a n d t h a t i ts i n h a b i t a n t s en joyed t h e r i g h t s 
of A n t i o c h u s I l l ' s c h a r t e r . H o w e v e r , i t s h o u l d be r e m e m b e r e d t h a t 
t h e f o r m a l c e d i n g of J e w i s h t e r r i to ry by t h e la te r Se leuc ids w a s 
d o n e f r o m a p o s i t i o n of w e a k n e s s , u n l i k e t h e s i t u a t i o n w i t h 
A n t i o c h u s I I I . T h u s t h e t h r e e d i s t r i c t s exp l i c i t l y m e n t i o n e d , 
A p h a i r e m a , L y d d a a n d R a m a t h a i m b o r d e r e d J u d a e a . P r e s u m 
ab ly they s t r o n g l y s u p p o r t e d t h e M a c c a b a e a n s , s ince M o d e i n , 
t h e i r h o m e t o w n , w a s i n t he d i s t r i c t of L y d d a , a n d th i s n a t u r a l 
e n l a r g e m e n t c o u l d n o t be p r e v e n t e d . G a l i l e e o n t h e o t h e r h a n d 
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w a s g e o g r a p h i c a l l y s e p a r a t e d by S a m a r i a , a n d a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y 
l i n k e d w i t h it s t i l l , for w h a t e v e r s u p p o r t w a s s h o w n for J u d a h 
in t h e d i s t r i c t of A r b e l a does n o t a p p e a r t o h a v e b e e n s e r i o u s 
e n o u g h to w a r r a n t a s e p a r a t e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a r r a n g e m e n t . 4 2 

Desp i t e J o n a t h a n ' s a n d S i m o n ' s exerc i se of Realpolitik i t 
w o u l d seem t h a t they d i d n o t forget t h e o l d e r l i n k s t h a t b o u n d t h e 
n o r t h w i t h J e r u s a l e m . T h u s w e f ind t h e f o r m e r c o n f r o n t i n g t h e 
a r m y of D e m e t r i u s II a t H a z o r i n U p p e r G a l i l e e i n 144 B . C . E . 
a n d r o u t i n g t h e e n e m y as far as K a d e s h (7 Mace 11:63-74). J o 
s e p h u s e x p l a i n s t h a t Kedasa l ies b e t w e e n t h e l a n d of T y r e a n d 
G a l i l e e , a n d a d d s t h a t t h e S y r i a n s h o p e d t o d r a w J o n a t h a n off t o 
Ga l i l e e , 'as a n a l ly of t he l a t t e r c o u n t r y , a n d t h a t h e w o u l d n o t 
a l l o w the G a l i l e a n s , w h o w e r e h i s o w n p e o p l e t o b e a t t a c k e d by 
h i s e n e m y ' (Ant 13:154). N o d o u b t t h e r e is a n e c h o of h i s o w n 
t imes as g e n e r a l i n G a l i l e e a n d a n i d e a l i z a t i o n of t h e M a c c a b a e a n 
g e n e r a l i n t h i s c o m m e n t , b u t s u b s e q u e n t l y w e h e a r i n t h e s a m e 
ve in f rom t h e a u t h o r of 1 Mace t h a t J o n a t h a n m a r c h e d as far as 
H a m a t h i n L e b a n o n to fores ta l l a n a t t a c k of D e m e t r i u s f r o m 
c o m i n g i n t o h i s l a n d (xwpap, 7 Mace 12 :25) . 4 3 A t t h e t i m e of h i s 
c a p t u r e by T r y p h o h e c a n re ly o n G a l i l e e for s u p p o r t , a s T r y p h o 
h imse l f r ecognizes (1 Mace 12:47.49f). U n d o u b t e d l y these i n d i c a 
t i ons a re r a t h e r g e n e r a l , b u t they d o s u g g e s t t h a t G a l i l e e w a s 
ce r t a in ly c o n s i d e r e d to b e w i t h i n t h e a r e a of a n c e s t r a l J e w i s h 
c l a i m s (7 Mace 13:33), even if t hese c o u l d n o t be p res sed . T h e fact 
t h a t S i m o n w a s n o t a b l e to c o n s o l i d a t e t h e n o r t h w a s d u e t o t h e 
a p p e a r a n c e of t h e las t s t r o n g Se leuc id , A n t i o c h u s S ide tes , a n d t h e 
M a c c a b a e a n h a d to be c o n t e n t w i t h m a i n t a i n i n g c o n t r o l of 
J u d a e a a n d c o n s o l i d a t i n g h i s i n t e r n a l p o s i t i o n (7 Mace 14:25-49). 
Even t h i s w a s los t t o h i s s o n J o h n H y r c a n u s for a t i m e , a n d so 
G a l i l e e h a d to a w a i t u n t i l t h e f ina l p h a s e of H a s m o n a e a n ex
p a n s i o n before i t w a s e v e n t u a l l y r e u n i t e d p o l i t i c a l l y w i t h i ts 
c u l t u r a l a n d c u l t i c m a t r i x . 

IV 
G A L I L E E A S P A R T O F T H E H A S M O N A E A N S T A T E 

I t w a s n o t u n t i l r e la t ive ly l a t e i n t h e l o n g r e i g n of J o h n H y r 
c a n u s , S i m o n ' s s o n , (134-105 B.C.E. ) t h a t a n y effective s t eps t o o k 
p l a c e to i n c o r p o r a t e G a l i l e e i n t o t h e e m e r g i n g J e w i s h s ta te . T h i s 
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i n itself is s i g n i f i c a n t , for i t m e a n s t h a t c o n s i d e r a t i o n s of s t ra tegy 
m a d e i t m o r e i m p o r t a n t t o c o n s o l i d a t e t h e t e r r i to ry a l r eady c o n 
t ro l l ed . T h i s i n t u r n h i g h l i g h t s t h e d i l e m m a of G a l i l e e , for i t 
w a s g e o g r a p h i c a l l y i so l a t ed f r o m i t s c en t e r by t h e te r r i to r ies of 
t h e G r e e k c i t ies , S t r a t o n ' s T o w e r o n t h e coas t , S a m a r i a i n t h e h i l l 
c o u n t r y a n d S c y t h o p o l i s i n t h e va l ley . Bes ides , t h e G r e a t P l a i n 
w a s s t i l l k i n g ' s l a n d a n d s t r a t eg ica l ly i m p o r t a n t as w e h a v e been . 
T h u s , e x p a n s i o n t o t h e n o r t h h a d t o be w e l l p l a n n e d , a n d p r a c 
t ica l p o l i t i c s r a t h e r t h a n a n c i e n t loya l t i e s w e r e to d e t e r m i n e t h e 
r a t e of e x p a n s i o n , n o m a t t e r h o w m u c h these c o u l d be a p p e a l e d 
to . Access t o t h e sea a n d c o n t r o l of t h e m a r i t i m e p l a i n h a d to be 
a n i m p o r t a n t s t e p i n e s t a b l i s h i n g a n i n d e p e n d e n t l y v i ab le 
J u d a e a . O n t h e E a s t t h e K i n g ' s H i g h w a y t h r o u g h T r a n s j o r d a n 
w a s secu red by t h e c a p t u r e of M a d a b a a n d S a m a g a (Ant 13:255f). 
N e x t w e h e a r of t h e d e s t r u c t i o n of t h e S a m a r i t a n t e m p l e a t 
S h e c h e m a n d t h e en fo rced c i r c u m c i s i o n of t h e I d u m a e a n s (Ant 
13:256-8), t h u s i n d i c a t i n g t h a t t h e r e l i g i o u s i d e o l o g y t h a t o r i g 
i n a l l y s p a r k e d t h e r evo l t h a d n o t b e e n c o m p l e t e l y los t s i g h t of 
d e s p i t e t h e he l l en i s t i c - s ty l e a r m y t h a t H y r c a n u s h a d o r g a n i z e d . 4 4 

T h e G r e e k c i t ies r e m a i n e d , b u t they t o o e v e n t u a l l y s u c c u m b e d . 
After a o n e yea r s iege , S a m a r i a fell, p r o b a b l y i n 107 B.C.E . , b e i n g 
r azed to t h e g r o u n d (Ant 13:281), a n d a t t h e s a m e t i m e S c y t h o p o l i s 
c a m e i n t o J e w i s h h a n d s , e i t h e r by b r i b e r y (Ant 13:280) o r c a p t u r e d 
by H y r c a n u s ' s o n s (War 1:66), w h o a r e a l s o r e p o r t e d to h a v e 
r a v a g e d t h e w h o l e c o u n t r y s o u t h of M t . C a r m e l , t h a t is , t h e 
G r e a t P l a i n . T h e c o n q u e s t of t h e f o r m e r w a s ce l eb ra t ed as a 
J e w i s h n a t i o n a l h o l i d a y a c c o r d i n g to t h e Megillath Taanith, 
t o u n d e r l i n e o n c e m o r e ' t h e h o l y w a r ' a s p e c t of t h e c a m p a i g n , 
a t leas t i n p o p u l a r i m a g i n a t i o n . T h e w a y to G a l i l e e w a s a t last 
s e c u r e . 4 5 

T h e o n l y p o s s i b l e a l l u s i o n t o a G a l i l e a n c a m p a i g n i n t h e 
s o u r c e s is i n re fe rence t o H y r c a n u s ' s o n A n t i g o n u s r e t u r n i n g 
to J e r u s a l e m i n g l o r y d u r i n g t h e r e i g n of A r i s t o b u l u s I (Ant 
13:304). T h e p a r a l l e l a c c o u n t i n War 1:76 says t h a t h e ' p r o c u r e d 
for h i m s e l f f ine a r m o u r a n d m i l i t a r y d e c o r a t i o n i n G a l i l e e ' , 
(7rapa<7Keva<JK<:Pcu oirXa re avro) icdXXtora Kai ToXefxtKov KOG\XOV kv 
rxi TaXtXata) . T h i s m a y refer t o a c a m p a i g n i n t h e p r o v i n c e , 
p o s s i b l y t h e d e s t r u c t i o n of P h i l o t e r i a w h i c h w e k n o w suffered 
t he s a m e fate as t h e o t h e r c i t ies a t t h i s t i m e 4 6 , b u t i t m a y a l so 
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s i m p l y m e a n t h a t A n t i g o n u s d w e l t i n G a l i l e e l i ke h i s b r o t h e r 
A l e x a n d e r J a n n a e u s (Ant 13:322) a n d c a m e f r o m t h e r e t o t h e 
feast of T a b e r n a c l e s w i t h a d i s p l a y of i n d e p e n d e n c e t h a t w a s a 
t h r ea t to h i s a i l i n g b r o t h e r A r i s t o b u l u s . A t a l l even t s , t h e s i l ence 
of o u r sources c a n o n l y m e a n t h a t t he r e w a s n o c a m p a i g n h e r e 
s i m i l a r to t h a t i n o t h e r r e g i o n s o n c e t h e h e l l e n i s t i c c i t ies h a d 
been o v e r t h r o w n , n o r w o u l d w e h a v e e x p e c t e d a n y i n t h e l i g h t of 
w h a t w a s seen of t h e s i t u a t i o n t he re after t h e r e f o r m . 

J o s e p h u s does tell u s t h a t A r i s t o b u l u s m a d e w a r o n t h e I tu r -
aeans , a n d o n t h e a u t h o r i t y of T i m a g e n e s c i ted by S t r a b o , dec la res 
t h a t h e a c q u i r e d a d d i t i o n a l t e r r i to ry for t h e J e w s , ' a n d b r o u g h t 
over a p o r t i o n of t h e I t u r a e a n n a t i o n , w h o m h e j o i n e d t o t h e m by 
t h e b o n d of c i r c u m c i s i o n ' (Ant 13:318f). I t is o n t h e bas i s of t h i s 
i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t Sch i i re r s p e a k s of t h e j u d a i z i n g of G a l i l e e , 
i den t i fy ing t h e p a r t of t h e I t u r a e a n t e r r i to ry c o n q u e r e d by Ar i s 
t o b u l u s w i t h G a l i l e e , ' o r t h e g rea tes t p a r t of i t ' . 4 7 B u t t h i s c o n c l u 
s i o n is based o n n o so l id ev idence , a n d does n o t s t a n d u p to c lose 
e x a m i n a t i o n . Very l i t t l e is k n o w n of t h e e x p a n s i o n of t h e I t u r -
a e a n s before t h e first c e n t u r y B .C .E . b u t a p p a r e n t l y they , l i ke 
t h e J e w s , h a d a v a i l e d of t h e w e a k n e s s e s of t h e Se l euc id s t o e x t e n d 
the i r te r r i tory , o r i g i n a l l y s i t u a t e d i n t h e Massyas va l ley b e t w e e n 
L e b a n o n a n d A n t i l e b a n o n . 4 8 W e k n o w t h a t l a t e r w h e n t h a t p a r t 
of the i r t e r r i to ry t h a t w a s s t i l l i n t a c t w a s t r ans fe r r ed to H e r o d 
t h e G r e a t i t cons i s t ed of B a t a n a e a , T r a c h o n i t i s a n d A u r a n i t i s i n 
T r a n s j o r d a n a n d U l a t h a a n d P a n e a s o n t h e wes t b a n k - t h a t is t h e 
U p p e r J o r d a n val ley (Ant 15:343.360), a n d w e c a n c e r t a i n l y 
a l l o w for a n i n f i l t r a t i o n i n t o U p p e r G a l i l e e a l s o , g i v e n t h e p o l i t 
ical v a c u u m a t t he t u r n of t h e c e n t u r y i n t h a t r e g i o n . Yet , if t h e 
tact ics of Z e n o d o r u s the i r l eader a ha l f c e n t u r y l a te r a r e a n y 
i n d i c a t i o n , t he i r e x p a n s i o n w a s n o t a t a l l l ike ly to h a v e b e e n t h e 
k i n d t h a t w o u l d s t r ike d e e p r o o t s o r p e r m a n e n t l y d i s r u p t a n o l d 
i n d i g e n o u s p o p u l a t i o n . T h e y e n g a g e d i n b r i g a n d a g e a n d h a d 
n o o t h e r m e a n s of l i v e l i h o o d a c c o r d i n g to J o s e p h u s (Ant 15:346), 
a n d w h i l e they c e r t a i n l y d i d h a r a s s t h e s u r r o u n d i n g p e o p l e s 
there c a n be l i t t l e q u e s t i o n of t h e m t a k i n g over a w h o l e t e r r i to ry 
a t a n ear l i e r p e r i o d . 

T h u s , t he j u d a i z a t i o n of G a l i l e e i n t h e sense of c o n v e r t i n g to 
J u d a i s m t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of a l a r g e t rac t of t h e a r e a w h i c h h a d 
n o t p r e v i o u s l y been a s soc i a t ed w i t h t h e J e w i s h fa i th h a s n o rea l 
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bas i s a n d s h o u l d be a b a n d o n e d , d e s p i t e t h e n u m b e r of r e p u t a b l e 
s c h o l a r s w h o h a v e r e p e a t e d Sch i i r e r ' s v i ews u n c r i t i c a l l y . T h e 
ea r l i e r M a c c a b e e s h a d p u s h e d as far n o r t h as H a m a t h i n the i r 
efforts to e s t a b l i s h de fens ib le b o u n d a r i e s , a n d t h e ac t iv i ty of 
A l e x a n d e r J a n n a e u s i n T r a n s j o r d a n l a te r (Ant 13:393f; War 
l:104f) s h o w s a s i m i l a r e x p a n s i o n i s t p o l i c y i n t h e n o r t h . W e c a n 
the re fo re a c c e p t t h a t t h o s e I t u r a e a n s w h o h a d in f i l t r a t ed t h e 
U p p e r J o r d a n va l ley w e r e forc ib ly j u d a i z e d l ike t he I d u m a e a n s 
to t h e s o u t h (Ant 13:257), b u t t h e p r o b a b i l i t y is t h a t these d w e l t 
w e l l o u t s i d e t h e a r e a t h a t is k n o w n as U p p e r G a l i l e e a t a la ter 
t i m e . W e h a v e seen t h a t t h e n o r t h e r n b o u n d a r y f l u c t u a t e d con 
s ide rab ly , a n d i n P t o l e m a i c t imes i t r a n we l l t o t h e n o r t h of he r e 
i n c l u d i n g t h e o r i g i n a l I t u r a e a n l a n d s of t h e L e b a n o n . P e r h a p s 
i t is l e g i t i m a t e to s p e a k of t h i s w h o l e r e g i o n as G a l i l e e for th i s 
p e r i o d , t h o u g h t h e r e is l i t t l e ev idence for s u c h a u s a g e i n official 
d o c u m e n t s . I n t h a t case t h e p o p u l a t i o n w o u l d u n d o u b t e d l y be 
m i x e d a n d t h e p i c t u r e w o u l d be c o n s i d e r a b l y c h a n g e d . I t is 
i n t e r e s t i n g to n o t e t h a t w e never h e a r of t h e G a l i l e a n s b e i n g s u b 
s e q u e n t l y r e p r o a c h e d as h a l f - J e w s , u n l i k e t h e I d u m a e a n s (cf. Ant 
14:403), even t h o u g h m a n y o t h e r d i s t i n c t i v e aspec t s of the i r 
J e w i s h n e s s a r e n o t e d o r cr i t ic ized. O n l y a few years after t he 
r e i g n of A r i s t o b u l u s d u r i n g w h i c h t h e a l l e g e d j u d a i z a t i o n of 
G a l i l e e is s u p p o s e d to h a v e t a k e n p l a c e , P t o l e m y L a t h y r u s , w h o 
h a d c o m e to t h e a i d of P t o l e m a i s , t h e n bes i eged by A l e x a n d e r 
J a n n a e u s , w a s a b l e t o s u r p r i s e t h e ci ty of A s o c h i s ( T a l m u d i c 
S i k h n i n ) five mi les n o r t h of S e p p h o r i s (Life 207.233.384) because 
i t w a s t h e S a b b a t h (Ant 13:337). I n o t h e r w o r d s t h e J e w i s h n e s s of 
L o w e r G a l i l e e s eems secure even a t t h a t ear ly s t age of i ts i n c o r p o r 
a t i o n i n t o t h e H a s m o n a e a n k i n g d o m . If t h i s h a d been of s u c h 
r e c e n t v i n t a g e t h e b o u n d a r i e s of P o m p e y ' s c a r v e - u p of t h e k i n g 
d o m m a k e s l i t t l e sense , for w e w o u l d e x p e c t G a l i l e e l ike o t h e r 
a reas to rever t to i ts f o r m e r c o n d i t i o n . I n s t e a d i t w a s i n c l u d e d 
i n t h e e t h n a r c h y of H y r a c a n u s I I , p r e s u m a b l y because t he 
kdvos TC)V 'IvSaiuv c o u l d c l a i m i t as i ts o w n te r r i to ry , n o t by r i g h t 
of recent conques t , b u t r a the r o n the s t reng th of anc ien t a l legiances. 

E q u a l l y i m p o r t a n t as t h e i n c l u s i o n of G a l i l e e w i t h i n the 
H a s m o n a e a n k i n g d o m w a s t h e e x t e n s i o n of t h e i n t e r n a l p o l i t i c a l 
a n d soc ia l i n s t i t u t i o n s of t h a t k i n g d o m to t h e p r o v i n c e . T h e s e 
w o u l d su rv ive t h e s u b s e q u e n t b r e a k u p a n d s h a p e life w i t h i n 
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the p r o v i n c e for t h e fu tu re . U n f o r t u n a t e l y o u r sou rces a r e l a rge ly 
s i l en t a b o u t these d e v e l o p m e n t s i n G a l i l e e a n d w e c a n o n l y 
s u r m i s e t h e b r o a d o u t l i n e f r o m sca t te red p ieces of ev idence a n d 
inferences f rom w h a t is i n g e n e r a l k n o w n of H a s m o n a e a n in 
t e rna l p o l i c i e s . 4 9 

I n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y t h e d i v i s i o n of t h e c o u n t r y i n t o t h e l a rge r 
u n i t s of J u d a e a , S a m a r i a , I d u m a e a , G a l i l e e a n d P e r a e a , of la te r 
t imes (War 3:35-58) goes b a c k to t h e p e r i o d of t h e c o n q u e s t s . I n 
o t h e r w o r d s , t h e fact t h a t these d i f ferent r e g i o n s of t h e c o u n t r y 
were i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o t h e o n e k i n g d o m d i d n o t m e a n t h a t t h e 
o l d e r a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d i v i s i o n s w e r e d o n e a w a y w i t h . T h i s w o u l d 
be i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e h e l l e n i s t i c t e n d e n c i e s i n t h e p o l i c i e s of 
t he H a s m o n a e a n s . W e d o n o t h e a r of a n y g o v e r n o r for t h e w h o l e 
of Ga l i l e e , b u t s u c h a n a p p o i n t m e n t w o u l d n o t be i m p r o b a b l e . 
W e h a v e m e n t i o n e d t h a t A l e x a n d e r J a n n a e u s w a s b r o u g h t u p 
there , a n d a l s o n o t e d h i s b r o t h e r A n t i g o n u s * m i l i t a r y e x p l o i t s . 
T h i s c o u l d reflect a n ea r l i e r p o l i c y of a s s i g n i n g c e r t a i n m e m b e r s 
of t he r u l i n g h o u s e as m i l i t a r y c o m m a n d e r s of v a r i o u s d i s t r i c t s -
J o h n H y r c a n u s a t Gezer a n d h i s b r o t h e r - i n - l a w P t o l e m y a t 
J e r i c h o (/ Mace 16:11.19). D u r i n g t h e r e i g n of A l e x a n d r a w h e n 
the P h a r i s e e s w e r e i n t h e a s c e n d a n c y , w e h e a r t h e c o m p l a i n t s 
of t h e m i l i t a r y c o m m a n d e r s w h o ask t o be s t a t i o n e d a t v a r i o u s 
g a r r i s o n o u t p o s t s to e scape t h e v e n g e a n c e of t h e i r e n e m i e s (Ant 
13:411-15). As S c h a l i t observes these m u s t be c o n s i d e r e d ' t h e 
fr iends of t h e k i n g ' , t h a t is t h e c lose assoc ia tes of t h e r u l e r k n o w n 
to u s f rom o t h e r h e l l e n i s t i c m o n a r c h i e s . 5 0 T h e o v e r t u r e s of t h i s 
g r o u p to A l e x a n d r a a r e a n i m p o r t a n t i n s i g h t i n t o t h e w a y i n 
w h i c h i n t e r n a l p o l i t i c s h a d d e v e l o p e d u n d e r t h e H a s m o n a e a n s . 
A l a n d e d a r i s toc racy h a d e m e r g e d w h o h a d a c t e d a s g e n e r a l s i n 
t he w a r s of c o n q u e s t a n d e x p e c t e d spec ia l t r e a t m e n t i n t h e r u n 
n i n g of t h e k i n g d o m , s o m e t h i n g t h a t A l e x a n d e r J a n n a e u s i n 
p a r t i c u l a r h a d g r a n t e d t h e m . As w e s h a l l see la te r , S e p p h o r i s 
is o n e s u c h cen te r of H a s m o n a e a n l a n d e d n o b i l i t y i n G a l i l e e , a n d 
i t c o m e s as n o s u r p r i s e t o h e a r t h a t P t o l e m y w a s u n a b l e t o c a p t u r e 
i t o n t h e o c c a s i o n of h i s s u r p r i s e a t t a c k o n A s o c h i s (Ant 13:338). 

I n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y t h e t o p a r c h i c a l sys tem of l oca l g o v e r n m e n t 
i n h e r i t e d f rom t h e h e l l e n i s t i c m o n a r c h i e s w a s c o m b i n e d w i t h t h e 
Mishmaroth d i v i s i o n s of t h e c o u n t r y w h i c h r e l a t ed t o t e m p l e 
w o r s h i p a n d h a d been i n ex i s t ence s ince t he r e s t o r a t i o n f rom 
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B a b y l o n . Of c o u r s e as t he J e w i s h t e r r i to ry e x t e n d e d t h e Mishmar 
d i v i s i o n s h a d a l s o to be revised, a n d a t t h e t i m e of A l e x a n d e r 
J a n n a e u s these a p p e a r t o h a v e b e e n se t t led a t 24, c o r r e s p o n d i n g 
to t h e 24 t o p a r c h i e s . 5 1 T h i s is yet a n o t h e r e x a m p l e of t h a t s t r a n g e 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n of J e w i s h r e l i g i o n to t h e rea l i t i e s of a he l l en i s t i c 
s t a te t h a t is s u c h a c o n s t a n t fea tu re of t h e H a s m o n a e a n k i n g d o m . 
I n G a l i l e e t h e r e w e r e a t leas t five, a n d p o s s i b l y e i g h t s u c h d iv i 
s i o n s , s e r v i n g as cen te r s of loca l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n for t a x a n d o t h e r 
p u r p o s e s , as w e l l as p r o v i d i n g t h e loca l c o n t r i b u t i o n s for t he 
t e m p l e (M. Ta'an 4:2; M . Bikk 3:2; p . Ta'an 4 , 6 9 a ) . 5 2 L a t e r w e sha l l 
h a v e o c c a s i o n to d i scuss t h e t a x sys t em i n g e n e r a l , b u t i t is a p 
p o s i t e t o m e n t i o n i n t h i s c o n t e x t t h a t a c c o r d i n g t o a n a n c i e n t 
baraita o n e - t h i r d of t h e t i t h e s h o u l d be a p p o r t i o n e d to t h e t reas
u r y , t h e o t h e r t w o - t h i r d s b e i n g g i v e n to p r i e s t s a n d Levi tes a n d 
to t h e p o o r a n d s c h o l a r s w h o w e r e i n J e r u s a l e m (p. Ma'as Sch 5,9). 
T h u s w e c a t c h a g l i m p s e of h o w t h e secu la r a n d r e l i g i o u s a d m i n 
i s t ra t ive w e b s w e r e p u t to t he services of t h e n e w s ta te a n d its 
g r o w i n g fiscal d e m a n d s . 

P e r h a p s t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t s i n g l e i n t e r n a l d e v e l o p m e n t of 
t h e w h o l e p e r i o d w a s t h e g r a d u a l a l i e n a t i o n of t he r e l i g i o u s 
e l e m e n t w i t h i n t h e s ta te f rom t h e r u l i n g b o d y , d e s p i t e the la t te r ' s 
effort t o m a i n t a i n c lose l i n k s b e t w e e n t h e t w o s p h e r e s of life as 
w e h a v e j u s t seen . A l r e a d y i n t h e days of J u d a h t h e Maccabee 
t h e Hasidim w e r e p r e p a r e d to a c c e p t a l e g i t i m a t e p r i e s t of the 
h o u s e of A a r o n a n d a b a n d o n t h e f r eedom s t r u g g l e (1 Mace 7:13), 
a n d a t t h e very e n d of t h e p e r i o d w e f ind r ep re sen t a t i ve s of t he 
p e o p l e , t h a t is t h e P h a r i s e e s , c o m p l a i n i n g to P o m p e y t h a t ' i t w a s 
t h e c u s t o m of t h e i r c o u n t r y to o b e y t h e p r i e s t s of t h e G o d w h o w a s 
v e n e r a t e d by t h e m , b u t t h a t these t w o ( the r iva l H a s m o n a e a n 
b r o t h e r s , H y r c a n u s II a n d A r i s t o b u l u s II) w h o we re descended 
f r o m p r i e s t s , w e r e s e e k i n g to c h a n g e the f o r m of g o v e r n m e n t 
i n o r d e r t o m a k e t h e m a n a t i o n of s laves ' (Ant 14:41). I n the in 
t e r i m th i s rift w h i c h w a s b u i l t i n t o t h e d i f ferent a s p i r a t i o n s of 
t h o s e w h o c o u l d u n i t e i n face of a c o m m o n e n e m y h a d surfaced 
d u r i n g t h e r e i g n of J o h n H y r c a n u s . J o s e p h u s m e n t i o n s t h e th ree 
J e w i s h p a r t i e s , P h a r i s e e s , S a d d u c e e s a n d Essenes for t h e first t i m e 
a l r e a d y d u r i n g t h e t i m e of J o n a t h a n (Ant 13:171-73), b u t i n t h a t 
v e r s i o n they a r e p h i l o s o p h i c a l s c h o o l s d e b a t i n g a theo re t i c 
q u e s t i o n a b o u t free w i l l . H o w e v e r , s u b s e q u e n t even t s were to 
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s h o w t h a t the first t w o i n p a r t i c u l a r w e r e a n i n t e g r a l p a r t of 
the social a n d p o l i t i c a l life of J u d a i s m . J o h n H y r c a n u s re jec ted 
the i r p e t i t i o n t h a t h e a b a n d o n ' t he h i g h p r i e s t h o o d a n d be c o n 
tent w i th g o v e r n i n g the p e o p l e ' (Ant 13:288-300; b.Qidd 66a). T h e 
pol i t ical n u a n c e of b e i n g a ru le r in a theocra t ic state w i t h o u t con
t ro l l ing the h i g h p r i e s thood was n o t lost o n h i m a n d h e accord ing ly 
a l i g n e d h imse l f w i t h t h e S a d d u c e e s . 5 3 I n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y t h i s 
s t a t e m e n t r ep re sen t s a m o v e i n t h e d i r e c t i o n of a b s o l u t i s m o n 
the p a r t of J o h n , for J o s e p h u s a d d s t h a t J o h n ' a b r o g a t e d t h e 
r e g u l a t i o n s of t h e P h a r i s e e s a n d i m p o s e d p e n a l t i e s o n t hose 
w h o obse rved t h e m ' (Ant 13:296). I n b e i n g a c c e p t e d as h i g h 
pr ies t for ever by t he Hever ha-Yehudim, J o h n ' s f a the r S i m o n 
h a d en t e r ed i n t o a b i l a t e r a l a g r e e m e n t w h i c h r e c o g n i z e d t h e 
r i g h t s of t he J e w i s h a s s e m b l y to a p p o i n t h i m , a fact t h a t is re
flected i n h i s t i t le iOvapxos, ' r u l e r of t he p e o p l e ' . J o h n ' s b e h a v i o r 
a p p a r e n t l y w a s far t o o i n d e p e n d e n t for t h o s e w h o s a w t h e p r o 
gressive s e c u l a r i z a t i o n of J u d a i s m . I t m a y we l l be t h a t t h e d e c i s i o n 
to d o away w i t h the confession (in regard to t i thes) w h i c h M. Ma'as 
Sch. 5:15 a t t r i b u t e s to J o h a n a n the p r i e s t , 5 4 e spec ia l ly w h e n seen 
i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h h i s o t h e r r e g u l a t i o n a b o u t o n e - t h i r d of t h e 
t i the for t h e t reasury , w a s t h e o c c a s i o n for t h e P h a r i s e e s ' o p p o s i 
t i o n to J o h n , w h i c h t h e l e g e n d a r y s tory i n J o s e p h u s a n d t h e 
T a l m u d reflects. 

J o h n H y r c a n u s seems to h a v e b e e n a b l e to r i d e o u t t h e s t o r m 
b u t the p r o b l e m r e - e m e r g e d u n d e r h i s s o n A l e x a n d e r J a n n a e u s , 
w h o s h o w e d far less tact t h a n h i s fa ther i n h a n d l i n g th i s de l i ca t e 
m a t t e r w h i c h t o u c h e d t h e ne rve cen t e r of J u d a i s m w i t h i n a 
J e w i s h s ta te . N o w the t i t le ' k i n g ' h a d a l s o b e e n a c q u i r e d as a 
fu r ther s i gn of H a s m o n a e a n i n d e p e n d e n c e . 5 5 H i s m i l i t a r y c o n 
q u e s t s gave h i m g rea t e r f r eedom of o p e r a t i o n , yet a t t h e s a m e 
t i m e inc reased t h e f i n a n c i a l a n d o t h e r b u r d e n s h e h a d to p l a c e 
o n the p e o p l e a n d n o d o u b t t h i s f ired t h e f l ames of o p p o s i t i o n 
a g a i n s t h i m , w i t h t h e P h a r i s e e s , t h e e s p o u s e r s of t h e p o p u l a r 
cause , i n the v a n . W h i l e t he t r o u b l e f lared u p o n t h e o c c a s i o n of 
J a n n a e u s ' c e l e b ra t i on of t h e feast of T a b e r n a c l e s (Ant 13:372-4; cf 
M. Sukk 4:9), t h e real i s sue w a s n o t o n e of r i t u a l c e r e m o n i a l b u t 
the q u e s t i o n of w h o w a s to c o n t r o l t h e J e w i s h p e o p l e . S c h a l i t 
d r a w s the p l a u s i b l e in fe rence f rom J a n n a e u s ' a r r o g a t i o n of t h e 
t i t le ' k i n g ' a n d t h e d r o p p i n g of t h e p h r a s e Hever ha-Yehudim 
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f rom h i s c o i n s t h a t h e h a d i n fact a b o l i s h e d the J e w i s h a s sembly 
a l t o g e t h e r a n d a d o p t e d a d y n a s t i c f o r m of g o v e r n m e n t so typ ica l 
of h e l l e n i s t i c s t a t e s . 5 6 As l o n g as t h e a s s e m b l y c o n t i n u e d the 

i P h a r i s e e s felt they h a d s o m e c o n t r o l over t he w a y the affairs of 
s ta te we re c o n d u c t e d , b u t w i t h i ts a b o l i t i o n p u r e d e s p o t i s m h a d 
t a k e n over , a n d t h i s is t h e very c h a r g e t h a t w a s la ter p ro fe r r ed 
by t h e m a g a i n s t J a n n a e u s * successors before P o m p e y . T h i s w o u l d 
e x p l a i n t h e r u t h l e s s n e s s of t h e k i n g ' s r e a c t i o n to h i s e n e m i e s 
u s i n g fo re ign m e r c e n a r i e s to k i l l 6,000 J e w s o n a J e w i s h feast - as 
we l l as t h e p r o t r a c t e d civi l w a r s u b s e q u e n t l y , d u r i n g w h i c h 
t h e P h a r i s e e s a d o p t e d t h e e x t r e m e m e a s u r e of e n l i s t i n g the a i d 
of D e m e t r i u s A k a i r o s , t h e c u r r e n t Se l euc id m o n a r c h , i n a n at
t e m p t to o u s t t h e i r h a t e d e n e m y (Ant 13:372-83; War 1:90-8; cf 
b. Sota 47b; b. Sank 107b). T h e o p p o s i t i o n c o n t i n u e d , a n d d u r i n g 
t h e r egency of A l e x a n d r a , J a n n a e u s ' wife , t he p o s i t i o n s a re 
c o m p l e t e l y reversed, a p p a r e n t l y o n t h e adv ice of t h e d y i n g k i n g 
(Ant 13:400-4). T h e a n t i - H a s m o n a e a n p r o p a g a n d a w h i c h s u b 
s e q u e n t l y rece ived l i t e ra ry e x p r e s s i o n i n t he P h a r i s a i c Psalms 
of Solomon m u s t h a v e h a d i ts o r i g i n s i n t h i s p e r i o d , for o n e of 
t h e speci f ic c h a r g e s h u r l e d a g a i n s t t h e m is t h a t they h a d v io l a t ed 
t h e p r o m i s e m a d e to D a v i d ' s seed: ' w h a t t h o u h a d s t n o t p r o m i s e d 
to t h e m , they took a w a y (from us) w i t h v i o l e n c e . . . T h e y laid waste 
the t h r o n e of Dav id i n t u m u l t u o u s a r rogance ' (Ps Sol 17:1-11). 5 7 

T h e S a d d u c a e a n n o b i l i t y , ' t h e f r iends of t h e k i n g ' , c o m p l a i n 
b i t t e r ly a t b e i n g o u s t e d f rom p o w e r , a n d o n c e a g a i n a b l o o d y 
c ivi l strife d e v e l o p e d w i t h t h e P h a r i s e e s h a v i n g the u p p e r h a n d 
o n th i s o c c a s i o n (Ant 13:408f). T h e f a i lu re t o w o r k o u t a c o m 
p r o m i s e m e a n t t h a t s o o n R o m e w o u l d h a v e t h e o p p o r t u n i t y to 
i n t e r v e n e as w o u l d - b e reso lvers of t h e t e n s i o n b e t w e e n the r iva l 
f ac t ions s u p p o r t i n g o n e o r o t h e r of t he H a s m o n a e a n c l a i m a n t s 
to t h e c r o w n of A l e x a n d r a . F o r t h e p r e s e n t t h e P h a r i s a i c r ise to 
p o w e r m e a n t a m u c h m o r e e n e r g e t i c effort to d i s s e m i n a t e the i r 
t e a c h i n g s a n d k n o w l e d g e of t h e T o r a h to o r d i n a r y p e o p l e . At 
t h e very b e g i n n i n g of h e r r e i g n ' w h a t e v e r r e g u l a t i o n s i n t r o d u c e d 
by the P h a r i s e e s i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e t r a d i t i o n of t he i r fa thers 
(/card rr)v irarp^av wapaSoaw) t h a t h a d b e e n a b o l i s h e d by he r 
f a t h e r - i n - l a w H y r c a n u s , these A l e x a n d r a a g a i n r e s to red ' . Ex i l es 
w e r e r eca l l ed a n d cap t i ve s set free (Ant 13:408f). T h e f igure of 
S i m e o n b e n S h e t a h l o o m s very l a r g e i n T a l m u d i c l i t e r a t u r e for 
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th i s p e r i o d , a n d u n d o u b t e d l y h e w a s a d o m i n a n t f igu re i n t h e 
P h a r i s a i c takeover . I n p a r t i c u l a r t h e a t t r i b u t i o n to h i m of t h e 
i n s t i t u t i o n of t h e beth sefer o r J e w i s h s c h o o l w a s to h a v e far 
r e a c h i n g effects for t h e fu tu re , t h o u g h i t is d i f f icu l t to assess h o w 
w i d e s p r e a d it b e c a m e a t t h i s p e r i o d . 5 8 

O u r sources d o n o t h a v e even as m u c h as o n e re ference to<: 
G a l i l e e i n r e g a r d to a l l t h i s t u r m o i l a t t h e cen te r of J u d a i s m i n 
th i s p e r i o d . W e d o h e a r of t h e v a r i o u s fortresses t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
c o u n t r y s i d e H y r c a n i a , A l e x a n d r e i o n a n d M a c h a e r u s , as we l l as 
t he lesser o n e s , b u t n o n e of these a p p e a r to be i n G a l i l e e p r o p e r , 
a n d m a n y a p p a r e n t l y w e r e in T r a n s j o r d a n (Ant 13:395-7.417f). 
U n d o u b t e d l y the re w a s s o m e H a s m o n a e a n ac t iv i ty i n G a l i l e e , 
a n d p r e s u m a b l y t h e e m e r g e n c e of s u c h G a l i l e a n fortresses as t h e 
o l d cas t le of S e p p h o r i s , G u s h - H a l a b ( G i s c h a l a ) a n d o l d Y o d p a t 
( J o t a p a t a ) , m e n t i o n e d i n t h e M i s h n a h (Arak 9:6), d a t e f r o m th i s 
p e r i o d of n a t i o n a l c o n s o l i d a t i o n . I t is d o u b t f u l if t h e P h a r i s e e s 
succeeded i n e x t e n d i n g t h e i r c a m p a i g n of i n s t r u c t i n g t h e p e o p l e 
in their o w n halakhah to the n o r t h , a t least th is early, despi te Kle in ' s 
v a l i a n t efforts to e x t e n d the n u m b e r of G a l i l e a n scr ibes of a n 
ear l ie r p e r i o d . 5 9 I n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y i t w a s m u c h la te r before t h e 
i n s t i t u t i o n of t he beth sefer r e a c h e d G a l i l e e , for t h e T a l m u d 
(b. Bab Bat 21a) a t t r i b u t e s i ts e x t e n s i o n ' t o every t o w n a n d d i s 
t r ic t ' to J o s u a b e n G a m a l a ( G a m a l i e l ) , w h o m a y be t h e s a m e 
p e r s o n as the h i g h p r i e s t of t h a t n a m e f rom 63-65 C . E . 6 0 O t h e r 
ev idence a b o u t P h a r i s a i c i n f l u e n c e i n G a l i l e e t o be d i s cus sed 
la ter s u p p o r t s t h a t v i ew. T h u s w e a re left w i t h a J e w i s h G a l i l e e l 

s o m e w h a t o n t h e p e r i p h e r y of these m a j o r d i s t u r b a n c e s w i t h i n 
J u d a i s m w h o s e o r d i n a r y p e o p l e h a v e n o a p p a r e n t say i n t h e 
c o u n c i l s of t h e n a t i o n a t J e r u s a l e m . A t t h e s a m e t i m e n a t i v e 
a r i s tocracy based o n H a s m o n a e a n c o n q u e s t s a n d a p p r o p r i a t i o n 
of l a n d s b e l o n g i n g to t h e h e l l e n i s t i c m o n a r c h s is b e g i n n i n g to 
e m e r g e w i t h i n t h e p r o v i n c e . T h i s ag rees w i t h w h a t w e k n o w 
of t he s i t u a t i o n la ter , as G a b i n i u s t u r n s to a n a t i v e a r i s toc racy 
to r u n the a s s e m b l y for t he p r o v i n c e t h a t h e set u p a t S e p p h o r i s 
(Ant 14:91; War l :169f). Yet as w e s h a l l s e e , t h i s g r o u p h a d n e i t h e r 
the wi l l , n o r t he in te res t i n p u s h i n g t h e i n d e p e n d e n c e of G a l i l e e 
fur ther , a n d t h e c o m m o n p e o p l e c o u l d scarcely be e x p e c t e d to t ake 
the in i t i a t ive . 
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CONCLUSION 

At the e n d of t h e first p h a s e of J e w i s h c o n t a c t w i t h H e l l e n i s m 
w i t h i n P a l e s t i n e , w e h a v e d i scove red t h e s t r a n g e p a r a d o x t h a t 
j u s t w h e n J u d a i s m h a d a c h i e v e d a u t o n o m y after c e n t u r i e s of 
s u b j e c t i o n to fo re ign o v e r l o r d s , a d e e p c l eavage e m e r g e d w i t h i n 
i t o n t h e q u e s t i o n of t h e n a t u r e of t h a t s ta te a n d t h e c o n t r o l 
of p o w e r . R u r a l G a l i l e e seems to h a v e e s c a p e d re la t ive ly u n 
s c a t h e d f rom t h e p o l i t i c a l u p h e a v a l t h a t t h i s i s sue b r o u g h t 
a b o u t , as we l l as f r o m t h e i m m e d i a t e effects of t h e he l l en i s t i c 
r e f o r m a n d i ts a f t e r m a t h . B u t t he effects of h e l l e n i z a t i o n were 
felt t h e r e f r o m t h e very s tar t , d o w n to t h e l owes t r u n g of v i l l age 
life, i t w o u l d s eem. A n c i e n t loya l t i e s w h i c h h a d b e e n l ived for 
c e n t u r i e s i n r e l a t ive i s o l a t i o n f rom the i r cen te r p r eva i l ed , h o w 
ever, a n d G a l i l e e p a s s e d n a t u r a l l y i n t o t h e e m e r g i n g J e w i s h s tate 
o n c e t h e g e o g r a p h i c a l a n d c u l t u r a l obs tac les , t h e ci t ies , h a d been 
r e m o v e d . T h e p o l i t i c a l r ea l i ty of t h e H a s m o n a e a n s ta te w a s 
e x p e r i e n c e d chief ly i n t h e r e a l m s of taxes a n d t h e r ise of a na t ive 
n o b i l i t y . T h e i m p a c t of these d e v e l o p m e n t s o n everyday life 
w i t h i n t h e p r o v i n c e w i l l be d i scussed i n s u b s e q u e n t c h a p t e r s . 
F i r s t , h o w e v e r , w e m u s t see w h a t , if a n y , r e a c t i o n s we re p r o d u c e d 
i n G a l i l e e by J u d a i s m ' s s e c o n d e n c o u n t e r w i t h H e l l e n i s m in 
t e r m s of t h e i n c o r p o r a t i o n of t h e n e w J e w i s h s ta te i n t o t he s t ruc
tu re s of t h e R o m a n E m p i r e . 
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1 P Col Zen 2 col 3, in Corpus Papyrorum Judaicorum, ed. A. Fuchs and V. Tcher-

ikover, Cambridge Mass. 1957, (hereafter CP]), 1, 124. The papyrus deals with a 
caravan of camels, trading between Egypt and Palestine, and the name raXiXa appears 
on 1.20. Alt, 'Herkunft', G.P. 1, 364, considers this to be a direct transliteration of the 
Aramaic emphatic form, pre-dating the LXXTaXtXaia , which he considers to be a 
nomen gentilicium. However, both he and W .L. Westermann, the original editor 
note that the caravaneers may simply have been using the local pronunciation, since 
this is not a literary document. 

2 V. Tcherikover, Hellenistic Civilisation and the Jews, English trans. Philadel
phia, Jewish Publication Co., 1959, 42-50, and World History of the Jewish People, 
First Series, Ancient Times, vol. 6, The Hellenistic Age, Jerusalem, Masada Pub
lishing Co. 1972, ed. A. Schalit, (hereafter, W.H.Hell.A.), 56-62. 

3 E. Schiirer, Geschichte des Judischen Volkes im Zeitalter Jesu Christi, 3 vols. 
Reprint Darmstadt, 1970, (hereafter, Geschichte) 2, 195, citing Curtius Rufus and 
Eusebius, Chronicon. 

4 Avi-Yonah, The Holy Land, llff. 
5 This is the view of Alt, 'Die Rolle Samarias bei der Entstehung des Judentums', 

in Kl. Schr. 2, 316-37, on 328f, and also that of E. Bickerman, From Ezra to the Last 
of the Maccabees. Foundations of Post-Biblical Judaism, New York, Shocken Paper
back, 1962, 43. However, Avi-Yonah, The Holy Land, 13, thinks that it was a separate 
province from the beginning. 

6 Below, Ch. 7 n.22. 
7 Alt, 'Die Rolle Samarias', Kl. Schr. 2, 318f and 'Die Assyrische Provinz Megiddo 

und ihr Spateres Schicksal', G.P. 2, 374-84, esp. 375f. 
8 E. Fohrer, Die Provinzeinteilung des Assyrischen Reiches, Leipzig 1920, 56-61; 

F.M. Abel, Gebgraphie de la Palestine, 2 vols., Etudes Bibliques, Paris 1933,2,104ff. 
9 A. Alt, 'Jesaja 8:23-9:6. Befreiungsnacht und Kronungstag', Kl. Schr. 2, 206-25, 

relates the geography of this oracle of Isaiah to the events of 733, when, according to 
the Assyrian annals, the three provinces of Duru (Way of the Sea, that is the Coastal 
Plain), Magidu (Galilee) and Gala'zu (Transjordan) were set up. 

1 0 Alt, 'Die Umgestaltung Galilaas durch die Hasmonaer', G.P. 5, 407-23, esp. 
409-11, argues this position convincingly from the Assyrian records concerning the 
captives, the fact that Galilee had shown no particular resistance and the presence of 
the new arrivals only at the main centers, especially Samaria, ten years later. He 
writes: 'Von einer Importation fremder Elemente nach Galilaa fehlt uns jede Kunde'. 
The same position is adopted by K. Galling, 'Judaa, Galilaa und der Osten im Jahre 
163/4 v. Chr.', PJB 36(1940) 43-77, esp. 64, but with no new arguments. 

1 1 Aharoni and Avi-Yonah, The Macmillan Bible Atlas, 96f. 
1 2 This is the conclusion of Alt, based on the archaeological evidence from Megiddo 

from the sixth century and thereafter, which suggests a rapid decline in its impor
tance, 'Die Assyrische Provinz', Kl. Sch. 2, 378f, n.3. He suggests that it was replaced 
by Acco as the chief seat of the province, once the Assyrians had conquered the 
Phoenician coastal cities, at the latest 50 years after the fall of Samaria when Sidon 
fell to them, 676, B.C.E. There is also the possibility that Hazor served as the admini
strative center as a result of the Assyro-Persian palace discovered there, according to 
Avi-Yonah, The Holy Land, 25. 

1 3 Avi-Yonah, The Holy Land, 25, agrees with Alt, 'Galilaas Verhaltnis zu Samaria 
und Judaa im hellenistischen Zeitalter', G.P. 4, 396-407, esp. 404f. against U. Kahr-
stedt, Syrische Territorien in Hellenistischer Zeit, Gottingen 1926, 65f, who claims 
that the later Seleucid arrangement for Galilee and Samaria should not be projected 
back to an earlier period, since Galilee was never treated as a people's land but as a 
king's land, in contrast to the other areas. However cf. below n. 30 for a critique of 
Alt's views for the Seleucid times. 
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1 4 Alt, 'Zur Geschichte der Grenze zwischen Judaa und Samaria', Kl. Schr. 2,346-
62, esp. 359 and n. 3, argues from the geographical evidence of the Book of Judith, 
which, he believes, is based on an older account of the campaign of Artaxerxes III, 
Ochus, through Palestine, around the middle of the fourth century B.C.E. Sim
ilarly, O. Eissfeldt, The Old Testament. An Introduction, English trans. Oxford, 
B.A. Blackwell, 1965, 58f. 

1 5 'Syria and Phoenicia' is the official name of the province, appearing in such 
Ptolemaic documents as the Vienna papyrus, Aegyptus 16(1936) 258, and the pur
ported decree of Ptolemy II, Letter of Aristeas, 22. However, it also occurs in official 
Seleucid documents, as is clear from the Hefzibah inscriptions, Y.H. Landau, 'A 
Greek Inscription found near Hefzibah', IEJ 16(1966) 56-70; cf. also, M. Hengel, 
Judentum und Hellenismus. Studien zu ihrer Begegnung unter besonderer Beruck-
sichtigung Paldstinas bis zurMitte des2. Jh. v. Chr., W.U.N.T. 10,2 Auf., Tubingen, 
J.C.B. Mohr, 1973 (hereafter Jud. und Hell.) 10, n. 4, and Avi-Yonah, The Holy Land, 
44. E. Bickerman, 'La Coele-Syrie. Notes de Geographie Historique', RB 54(1947) 
256-68, has traced the usage of Ko£Xi; Svpta both in popular and official usage in 
hellenistic and Roman times. He concludes that it was a rather fluid term in popular 
usage, referring either to the whole of southern Syria (Coele-Syria and Phoenicia 
was the full designation, cf. Ant \ \ :2b) or later to the interior of southern Syria. An
tiochus III was the first to give it official currency as applied to the administrative 
district taken over from the Ptolemies in 198 B.C.E. Cf. 2 Mace 3:5; 4:4; 8:8. The actual 
derivation of KolXri is uncertain. Schalit thinks it comes from the Hebrew kol, and 
explains the original meaning as 'all Syria'. Strabo, Geographica, XVI, 2.21 would 
appear to support this. However, he also recognizes its local (idUas) usage for the 
country between Libanus and Antilibanus, and hence it is often taken to mean 
'hollow' Syria, originating as a local name for the Beqa' valley. 

1 6 The exact line of the border between the two kingdoms is discussed by Kahr-
stedt, Syrische Territorien, 24-33; V. Tcherikover, Palestine Under the Ptolemies. 
A Contribution to the Study of the Zenon Papyri, Mizraim IV-V, New York, 1937, 
(hereafter Mizraim), 32-6; Abel, Geographie, 2, 129; Avi-Yonah, The Holy Land, 32. 
Whatever the details, the Ptolemaic territory certainly included later Galilee, 
reaching in all probability as far north as a line running from the Litany river to 
north of Damascus. 

1 7 For an account of these and the subsequent struggles they gave rise to cf. W.W. 
Tarn, The Cambridge Ancient History, vol. 7, Cambridge, Univ. Press, 1928, 'The 
New Hellenistic Kingdoms', 75-109. F.M. Abel, Histoire de la Palestine, 2 vols., Paris 
1952, esp. 1, 27-50; Tcherikover, W.H.Hell.A.; Hengel, Jud. und Hell, 8-21. 
Polybius, Histories, V,67.6-10, dealing with the negotiations that preceded the 
fourth Syrian war of 219-17 B.C.E., mentions that the rival claims to Coele-Syria 
were still being discussed. Cf. also XXVIII,20. F.W. Walbank, A Historical Com
mentary on Polybius, 2 vols., Oxford, Univ. Press 1957, 1, 592-7 has an excellent 
summary of the question. 

1 8 In his account of these happenings, Ant 12:5-10, Josephus has a rather confused 
report of Jews at the same time having been taken captive and being granted privileged 
citizenship in Egypt. Both statements are quite plausible provided a sufficient time 
lapse is allowed, as Josephus himself indicates, Against Apion, l:186f, where he 
relates that many Jews went willingly to Egypt after the battle of Gaza in 312 B.C.E., 
on hearing of Ptolemy's kindness. Probably only influential Jews who were likely 
to have been dissidents were forcibly taken earlier, especially from the cultic centers 
of Jerusalem and Samaria. The former is described by Agatharcides of Cnidus, one of 
the sources of the passage in Ant, as a strong fortress, Against Apion, 1:205. Cf. 
Markus' notes in the Loeb Josephus, VII, 3-9. 

1 9 The situation regarding Tyre and Sidon may be inferred from the coins of both 
cities, Abel, Histoire, 1, 52, and for Samaria from a remark in Eusebius' Chronicon 
concerning a campaign of Antigonus' son after Ipsus: 'Samaritarum urbem vastat'. 
Cf. Hengel, Jud. und Hell, 9, n.2. 
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2 0Tcherikover, Mizraim, is fundamental and more recently W.H.Hell.A. Also 
cf. M. Hengel, Jud. und Hell., 38ff; 57If and passim, and his 'Das Gleichnis von den 
Weingartnern, Mc 12:1-12, im Lichte der Zenonpapyri und der rabbinischen 
Gleichnisse', ZNW 59(1968) 1-39; L.H. Vincent, 'La Palestine dans les Papyrus 
Ptole'maiques', RB 29 (1920) 161-202; F.M. Abel, 'La liste geographique du Papyrus 
71 de Zenon', RB 32(1923) 409-15; G. McLean Harper jnr., 'A Study in the Commer
cial Relations between Egypt and Syria in the Third Century B.C.' AJPH 49(1928) 
1-35; J.D. Herz, 'Grossgrundbesitz in Palastina im Zeitalter Jesu', PJB 24(1928) 
98-113, esp. 105-9. 

2 1 Avi-Yonah, The Holy Land, 32-41; Kahrstedt, Syrische Territorien, 42-4, 
suggests that the towns where separate minting of coins took place must have all 
been administrative centers, though not necessarily of the same rank. Tcherikover, 
Mizraim, 82, n. 64, doubts that there would have been so many, eleven in all on 
Karhstedt's reckoning. He discusses the relevant evidence from the papyri, 38ff. 

22 Mizraim, 51 f. 
2 3 On the cities of Palestine in hellenistic times, cf. below in detail, ch.4. If we 

accept the suggestion of A.M.H. Jones, The Cities of the Eastern Roman Provinces, 
2ed., Oxford, 1971, 241, that the ending -itis is indicative of a Ptolemaic district, 
it is noteworthy that in contrast with Palestine proper, there were more new founda
tions east of the Jordan, serving as fortresses against the Arabians and Nabataeans. 
The fact that we hear of an Apxw at Sidon, P Mich ZenS, is no indication of absolute 
autonomy, since officialdom of the central government kept a strict watch on local 
affairs, as we learn from PCZ 59341 for Kalydna in Caria. The story of the Tobiad 
Joseph being appointed controller of taxes for Syria and Phoenicia, Ant 12:169.175. 
180, is indicative of the general situation of the cities under the Ptolemies. 

2 4 Hengel, Jud. und Hell., 36f, n. 118 and Abel, Histoire, 1, 53f. It is mentioned 
11 times in all in the Zenon correspondence, more than any other city of Palestine. 

2 5 Hengel, Jud. und Hell., 12. Polybius' remarks may stem from his anti-Seleucid 
tendencies as a friend of the Romans. Qph 8:2ff; 10:20, indicates a rather uneasy 
situation among the aristocracy of the time, probably under the Ptolemies, Hengel, 
op. cit. 212f, n. 57. 

2 6 As an example of this, Ant 12:180-3 mentions that Joseph, the taxman, who had 
won the favour of Ptolemy, arrived in Palestine accompanied by an army, and was 
able to wreak vengeance on the people of Askalon and Scythopolis because of their 
unwillingness to pay their taxes to him. 

2 7 Hengel, Jud. und Hell, 12; Abel, Histoire, 1, 77 and 79,n. 1; M. Stern, Greek and 
Latin Authors on Jews and Judaism, vol 1, Jerusalem, 1976, 112, who notes that 
Polybius' silence is not decisive, since he also fails to mention the capture of the 
coastal line from Dor to Gaza. On the other hand Sidon must have held out for the 
Ptolemies for it is not mentioned with Tyre and Ptolemais as having been handed 
over by Theodotus, and in the following year Antiochus decided to bypass it because 
of its supplies, the size of its population and the forces that had taken refuge there, 
Polybius. Histories, V,62.2 and 70.If. 

2 8 Abel, Histoire, 1, 523f. Stern, Greek and Latin Authors, 114, with detailed notes 
on Josephus' citations from Polybius; Walbank, A Historical Commentary, 1,523f. 
The order of events seems to have been as follows: (i). 201 B.C.E. capture of Gaza by 
Seleucids (ii). Winter, 201/200: counter-offensive of Ptolemaic forces led by Scopas, 
the Egyptian general; (iii). 200: battle of Paneion and conquest of Batanaea etc. It 
was only in 198 that the last vestiges of Ptolemaic resistance were wiped out, when 
Sidon, where Scopas had taken refuge, was captured. Cf. Polybius, Histories, XVI, 
18-19,39; Jerome, In Dan ll:15f; Abel, Histoire, 86. On the authenticity and signifi
cance of the decree of Antiochus concerning Jerusalem, cf. E. Bickerman, 'La Charte 
Seleucide de Jerusalem', REJ 100(1935) 4-35 and R. Marcus, Loeb Josephus, VII, 
appendix D, 743-66, esp. 751-61. 

2 9 Jerome, In Dan 11:14: 'Scopas cepitque Judaeam et optimates Ptolemaei par-
tium secum abducens, in Aegyptum reversusest' (MignePL XXV, 562). Hengel, Jud. 
und Hell, 14, n. 25. 
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3 0 Avi-Yonah, The Holy Land, 44f; Alt, 'Galilaas Verhaltnis', G.P. 4,404, n.3, feels 
that Galilee was never joined with Samaria, even under the Seleucids, claiming 
that 1 Mace 10:30 (which mentions Samaria and Galilee as one territory, seemingly) 
when compared with / Mace 10:38; 11:28.34 (where Galilee is not mentioned), 
does not support such a view. However, Alt, in trying to prove that Galilee was 
juridically a different kind of region to Samaria and Judaea, may have pressed the 
evidence too far, especially since the lesser units were preserved within the larger 
eparchic system, as Avi-Yonah notes, op. ext. 48. 

3 1 Bickerman, 'La Charte Se'leucide', 22, n.l, referring to an inscription dated 
between 197 and 188 B.C.E., no. 20 of W. Dittenberg, Orientis Graeci Inscriptiones 
Selectae, 2 vols. Leipzig 1903-5, (hereafter OGIS), 1, 376. Ptolemy is called 'high priest 
and governor (arparriyds) of Cole-Syria; also Landau, 'A Greek Inscription', where 
the same title is used more than once for Ptolemy on the Hefzibah inscriptions. We 
hear of another Ptolemy as governor of Coele-Syria under Antiochus IV, 2 Mace 8:8. 

3 2 Bickerman, 'La Charte Se'leucide', 25, n.4. Cf. Ant 13:245; / Mace 14:38. 
3 3 Below, ch. 7; Tcherikover,Hellenistic Civilisation, ch. 3; W.H.Hell.A. 115-44; 

Hengel, Jud.und Hell., 486-555, esp. 513f; E. Bickerman, Der Gott der Makkabder, 
Berlin 1937, 120ff. 

3 4 Galling, 'Galilaa, Judaa und der Osten', esp. 44-7. 
35 Geschichte, 1, 185f and 2, 9f; W. Bauer, 'Jesus der Galilaer', in Festgabe fur 

Adolf Julicher, Tu*bingen, 1927, 16-34, esp. 18; W. Bertram, 'Der Hellenismus in der 
Urheimat des Evangeliums', ARW 32(1935) 265-81; Avi-Yonah, The Holy Land, 
61, cautiously; B. Reicke, New Testament Era, English trans. A. and C. Black, 
London, 1968, 68f. 

3 6 Alt, 'Die Umgestaltung Galilaas', G.P. 5, 407-23, esp. 414; Galling, 'Judaa, 
Galilaa und der Osten', 64, who considers the expression in / Mace 5:15 to have been 
borrowed from Is 8:23. 

3 7 S. Klein, Galilaa vor der Makkabderzeit bis 67, Berlin, 1928, (hereafter Galilaa), 
1-5 discusses the exact location of the places listed in 1 Mace 5 and believes that v.23 
should read kv N&P/3OTTOIS a place known to us from War 2:291.509, north east of 
Caesarea on the coast. This would mean that the emigre? Jewish families would all 
have been from the neighborhood of the gentile cities of the coastal plain. Alt, 'Zur 
Geschichte der Grenze', Kl. Schr., 2,349f and 352f, reads Arbatta and locates it on the 
northern boundary of the territory of Samaria, arguing that it is one of the four 
districts ceded to Judaea in 145 B.C.E., the other three being known to us already 
from / Mace 11:34; cf. vv.28.57. In the MSS the following variations are found: 
'Apfiavots, 'ApjSarroij, 'AKpajSarrois, 'Ap/faxrots. 

38 2 Kgs 23:15.19f; 2 Chron 34:6f. Cf. A.C. Welsh, 'The Death of Josiah', ZAW 
2(1925) 255-62, who argues that Josiah's campaign was based on his refusal to have 
the Yahweh cult linked with the syncretistic Bethel cult of the Assyrians. This does 
not, of course, exclude other motives for the campaign to the north. Cf. e.g. W.E. 
Claiburn, 'The Fiscal Basis for Josiah's Reform', JBL 92(1973) 11-22. 

3 9 In / Mace 15:33 Simon appeals directly to the Jewish claim to the land and at 
3:36 we hear of the threat to settle aliens in their lands. Nevertheless, as Davies, The 
Gospel and the Land, 90-4, points out, the idea is more implicit than explicit in both 
the Maccabaean and Zealot revolts, since in both the concentration seems rather 
to be on temple and torah. This does not mean that the notion of the purity of the 
land was not a powerful motivating factor, especially for the Zealots, as Hengel has 
argued, Die Zeloten. Untersuchungen zur jiidishen Freiheitsbewegung in der Zeit 
von Herodes I bis 70 n. Chr., AGJU 1, Leiden, Brill, 2ed. 1976, 201-4. 

4 0 Josephus, Ant 12:421, has read into the account some of the geographic realities 
of his own day, in particular identifying Galgala of / Mace with Galilee, which he 
apparently identifies with Judaea, as at War 1:309. However, he does not change 
the actual location of the event, which took place in Galilee according to both ver
sions. Cf. Marcus, Loeb Josephus VII, 220f. 
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4 1 Below, ch. 5, II, iii, for a detailed discussion. 
4 2 Above, nn. 13 and 30. 
4 3 Again Josephus introduces 'lovdaia into the text of 1 Mace at Ant 13:174, but 

clearly referring to the whole of Palestine. Cf. n. 40 above. 
4 4 Hengel, Jud. und Hell. 21-32, deals with the influence of hellenistic war tech

niques in Palestine in general. Ant 13:374.409 mentions foreign troops in the armies 
of Jannaeus and Alexandra slightly later. 

4 5 H. Lichtenstein, 'Die Fastenrolle', HUCA 8/9(1931/2) 257-351. 
4 6 Avi-Yonah, The Holy Land, 37, n.29, identifies this city with Beth Yerach, and 

locates it just east of the Jordan's exit from the lake, and so outside Galilee. He also 
attributes its destruction to Alexander Jannaeus, following Syncellus, op. cit. 70, 
n. 109. 

47 Geschichte, 1, 275f;2, 9-12. Klein, Galilaa, 17-21, rightyTriticizes Schiirer, after 
presenting the evidence for a Jewish Galilee from an earlier period. Even though 
one suspects that some of this evidence is made to carry too much weight, he rightly 
stresses that nowhere in Tannaitic literature are the Galileans chided for being 
half-Jews, or of Ituraean extraction. Alt, 'Die Umgestaltung Galilaas' G.P. 5,414-6, 
has opposed the idea of a gentile Galilee, judaized by the Hasmonaeans, based on a 
position that he has argued in a number of articles, which holds that an old Israelite 
population with cultic loyalties to Jerusalem continued on in the region over the 
centuries of foreign domination. Stern, Greek and Latin Authors, 225f, summarizes 
the arguments against Schiirer's view, 'at least in its extreme formulation'. He rightly 
rejects E. Meyer's suggestion that 'Ituraean' is a mistake for 'Idumaean' in Josephus' 
source already, Ursprung undAnfdnge des Christentums, 3 vols., Reprint Darmstadt, 
1962, 2, 274, n. 4. 

4 8 A.M.H. Jones, 'The Urbanization of the Ituraean Principality', JRS 21(1931) 
265-75. 

4 9 A. Schalit in W.H.Hell.A., ch.XI, 225-97, 'Domestic Politics and Political 
Institutions', is an excellent treatment of this neglected topic, based on his earlier 
study, Konig Herodes, Berlin 1969. 

5 0 Schalit, 'Domestic Polities', W.H.Hell.A., 283f. 
5 1 This is the conclusion of Schalit, Herodes, 205f and 'Domestic Politics' 265f. 

Avi-Yonah, The Holy Land, 97f, agrees that the two systems must have been closely 
identified and 'developed piecemeal during the Hasmonaean period'. However, he 
doubts if the process was completed by the time of Jannaeus. 

5 2 Both Schalit, Herodes, 205ff, 'Domestic Polities', W.H.Hell.A. 265, and Avi-
Yonah The Holy Land, 97^agree on five toparchies for Galilee, based on data gleaned 
from Josephus, War 2:252.629, and the Mishnah, Shabb 16:7. However, changes must 
have occurred in the course of time. Before the founding of Tiberias, e.g., Arbela may 
have been such a center. Klein, Galilaa, 44-7, holds for eight toparchies in Galilee, 
based on the recipients of letters from the Jerusalem sages at a later time, below, ch. 7, n. 
73. By reconstructing what he considers to be a corrupt text, he opts for the following 
toparchic capitals: Sepphoris, Tarichaea, (Magdala), Tiberias (Arbela), Arab and 
Upper Galilee, in addition to Simonias, Mahlol and Dobrat (reconstructed). In the 
absence of any other positive evidence, however, this seems unwarranted. 

5 3 Tcherikover, Hellenistic Civilization, ch.7. Schalit's treatment of this episode, 
W.H.Hell,A., 272-4, fails to bring out this essential aspect of the struggle, but agrees 
that Josephus is correct in dating the incident to the reign of Hyrcanus rather than 
Yannai, as in the Talmudic tradition. 

5 4 Cf. below ch.7, n.80 for*the identity of the John in question. 
5 5 Following Schalit, Herodes, 743f and W.H.Hell.A., 343, n. 63, against Schiirer, 

Geschichte, 1, 274, n.5, who follows Josephus, Ant 13:301, that Aristobulus was the 
first Hasmonaean to adopt the title 'king'. Schalit's argument is based on the coins 
which do have !king' for Alexander, but only 'priest' for Aristobulus. Cf. A. Reifen-
berg, Ancient Jewish Coins, London, 1948. Strabo, Geographica, XVI,2.40, also says 
that Alexander was the first Jewish king. 
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5 6 Schalit, W.H.Hell.A., 277-8, esp., 285 and 8. 
5 7 R. Meyer, Tradition und N euschopfung im Antiken Judentum. Dargestellt an 

der Geschichte des Pharisdismus, Sitzungsbericht der Sachsischen Akademie der 
Wissenschaften zu Leipzig; Philologisch-historische Klasse, Bd. 110, 2, Berlin 1965, 
44f, points to the anti-Hasmonaean polemic of the Tar Ps-Jon, to Dt 33:11, as well as 
that of the Qumran literature, which he dates to the.same period. 

5 8 According to p.Keth 8,32c, Simon, as head of the Sanhedrin in the time of Alex
ander Jannaeus, was responsible for the setting up of the Jewish school. Another 
tradition, b. Bab Bat 21a, attributes it to Josua ben Gamala, a high priest, shortly 
before the fall of the temple. S. Safrai, 'Education and the Study of the Torah', ch. 19 
of Compendia, 2, 945-70, esp. 947f, attributes a certain credibility to both traditions. 

5 9Klein, Galilaa, 38-44. His attempt to make a case for many teachers of torah in 
Galilee at an early period is not very successful. Cf. below, ch.8, n.78. 

6 0 Schiirer, Geschichte,2, 494, takes the notice of b.Bab Bat 21a seriously. It states 
that under Josua ben Gamala, highpriest from 63-5 C.E., the children of six and seven 
years had to be brought to the teachers 'in every province and in every city.' 



CHAPTER THREE 
G A L I L E E U N D E R T H E R O M A N S 

63 B .C .E . - 135 C .E . 

I t is id le t o s p e c u l a t e h o w t h e J e w i s h s ta te m i g h t h a v e sur 
vived the cr is is of t h e H a s m o n a e a n b r o t h e r s ' s t r u g g l e for p o w e r 
if R o m e h a d n o t b e e n w a i t i n g i n t h e w i n g s , r e ad y t o i n c l u d e i t 
w i t h i n t h e b o r d e r s of i ts g r o w i n g e a s t e r n t e r r i t o r i e s . W i t h t h e 
d e c l i n e of t h e Se leuc id e m p i r e H e l l e n i s m as a p o l i t i c a l p o w e r h a d 
been o n t h e w a n e for q u i t e s o m e t i m e , a n d i n d e p e n d e n t m o n 
a rch ie s o r p r i n c i p a l i t i e s l ike t h e I t u r a e a n s , N a b a t a e a n s a n d 
H a s m o n a e a n s h a d e m e r g e d i n t h e v a c u u m . M a t t e r s c o u l d c o n 
ce ivably h a v e r i g h t e d t h e m s e l v e s i n P a l e s t i n e , for t h e s u b s e q u e n t 
h i s t o ry w i l l s h o w a deep - sea t ed des i re for s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t a t 
t he cen te r of t h e J e w i s h s ta te , a des i re w h i c h w a s u l t i m a t e l y to 
l ead to i ts d o w n f a l l . A t a n ea r l i e r s t age of i ts h i s t o r y R o m e h a d 
accep ted t h e n e w l y e s t a b l i s h e d J e w i s h s ta te as i ts f r i end a n d 
a l ly a n d p r e s u m a b l y i t w a s i n t h a t r o l e t h a t P o m p e y w a s a p 
p r o a c h e d a l s o (Ant 14:34-45). I t s o o n b e c a m e a p p a r e n t t h a t 
R o m e h a d m u c h m o r e s e r i ous d e s i g n s t h a n s i m p l y c o m i n g t o t h e 
a i d of a n a l ly a t a m o m e n t of i n t e r n a l c r i s i s . 1 T h u s t h e f ina l 
c h a p t e r of J u d a i s m h a d b e g u n to b e w r i t t e n i n t e r m s of i ts re la 
t i ons w i t h R o m e . F r o m t h e n o n , every a s p e c t of J e w i s h life w a s 
d o m i n a t e d by t h e n e w o v e r l o r d s , a n d J u d a i s m h a d t o b r a c e itself 
for f i nanc i a l d o m i n a t i o n , p o l i t i c a l s u b j e c t i o n a n d a n e w a g g r e s 
sive h e l l e n i z a t i o n . 

T h a t s t r u g g l e w o u l d las t for a l m o s t 200 years , u n t i l t h e p o l i t i c a l 
w i l l of t h e J e w s w a s e v e n t u a l l y c r u s h e d , a n d a n o n p o l i t i c a l 
J u d a i s m e m e r g e d , b u i l t o n t o r a h a n d b o o k r a t h e r t h a n t e m p l e 
a n d l a n d . I n t h i s c h a p t e r w e w i s h to r e t r ace t h e s tages of R o m e ' s 
p o l i t i c a l t ake-over i n P a l e s t i n e , p a y i n g spec i a l a t t e n t i o n t o i ts 
i m p a c t o n G a l i l e e . 

(i) From Pompey to Caesar, 63-44 B.C.E. 

T h e i n t e n t i o n of P o m p e y ' s i n i t i a l s e t t l e m e n t of t h e J e w i s h 
q u e s t i o n seems o b v i o u s . T h e a x i o m 'divide et impera' is a t w o r k 
as t h e H a s m o n a e a n k i n g d o m is c a rved u p . 2 M a n y of t h e h e l l e n 
is t ic c i t ies c o n q u e r e d by t h e ea r l i e r H a s m o n a e a n s w e r e r e s to r ed 
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w i t h t he i r t e r r i to r i e s t o t h e i r f o r m e r i n h a b i t a n t s w i t h i n t h e 
n e w l y f o r m e d p r o v i n c e of Syr ia . A p a r t i a l l is t is g i v e n by J o 
s e p h u s : G a d a r a , H i p p o s , S c y t h o p o l i s , P e l l a , D i u m , S a m a r i a , as 
w e l l as M a r i s a , A z o t u s , J a m n i a a n d A r e t h u s a , a n d o n t h e coas t 
G a z a , J o p p a , D o r a a n d S t r a t o n ' s T o w e r (War l.T56f; Ant 14: 
75f; cf. 13:395). 3 J e r u s a l e m w a s m a d e a t r i b u t a r y ci ty a n d so the 
J e w s , c o n f i n e d w i t h i n t h e i r o w n b o r d e r s (hros T&V iSiwp Spew), 
rece ived autonomia o r s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e 
R o m a n p r i n c i p l e of libertas, as w a s c u s t o m a r y for a civitas 
stipendaria.* I n effect t h e o l d t e m p l e s ta te w a s re -es tab l i shed , 
except t ha t n o w Gal i lee , I d u m a e a a n d Peraea were inc luded as pa r t 
of t h e J e w i s h t e r r i to ry , w i t h t h e f o r m e r s u i t a b l y i so la t ed f rom 
its J u d a e a n c e n t e r . 5 E v e n i n t h i s l i m i t e d a r ea t h e a u t h o r i t y of 
H y r c a n u s cove red i n n e r - J e w i s h affairs o n l y . T h e l ega te i n Syr ia 
h a d a r i g h t to i n t e r v e n e w h e n h e t h o u g h t fit, a r i g h t t h a t Sex tus 
C a e s a r a v a i l e d of i n c o m i n g to t h e a i d of t h e y o u n g H e r o d , w h o 
w a s o n t r ia l before t h e S a n h e d r i n for t h e m u r d e r of H e z e k i a h , 
t h e G a l i l e a n b r i g a n d chief. I t is n o t e w o r t h y t h a t H y r c a n u s w a s 
forced to b e n d t h e l a w to m e e t t h e l ega t e ' s r e q u e s t s o n t h a t occa
s i o n (Ant 14:170; War 1:211). 6 

O n w h a t bas i s d i d t h e R o m a n s dec ide w h i c h t e r r i to ry s h o u l d 
b e l o n g to t h e J e w s a n d w h i c h s h o u l d be c u t off? J o s e p h u s ' s ta te
m e n t , ' t h e e n t i r e n a t i o n , w h i c h before h a d ra i sed itself so h i g h , 
h e c o n f i n e d w i t h i n i ts o w n b o r d e r s ' (Ant 14:74), is r a t h e r v a g u e , 
a n d ra ises t h e f u r t h e r q u e s t i o n of w h a t c r i t e r i o n w a s u s e d for 
d e c i d i n g t h a t c e r t a i n t e r r i to r i e s w e r e J e w i s h . If t he sole p u r p o s e 
w a s t o u n d o t h e m i l i t a r y c o n q u e s t s of t h e H a s m o n a e a n s , t h e n 
G a l i l e e t o o w o u l d b e e x c l u d e d , s i nce as w e h a v e seen, J e w i s h 
c l a i m s to i t w e r e n o t a u t o m a t i c a l l y g r a n t e d by t h e Se leuc ids . N o r 
is i t suf f ic ient t o a s s u m e , as m a n y c o m m e n t a t o r s a p p e a r to d o , 
t h a t t h e j u d a i z a t i o n of c e r t a i n r e g i o n s w a s so c o m p l e t e t h a t they 
c o u l d n o t be d e t a c h e d f rom J e w i s h j u r i s d i c t i o n . S u c h a n a r g u 
m e n t c o u l d h a r d l y a p p l y to I d u m a e a a n d yet i t is to be i n c l u d e d in 
t h e J e w i s h t e r r i to ry of H y r c a n u s a c c o r d i n g t o m o s t c o m m e n t a 
t o r s . 7 N o e x p l a n a t i o n is g i v e n h o w e v e r as to w h y t h i s s u p p o s e d 
j u d a i z a t i o n p o l i c y w a s so effective i n s o m e a reas . O b v i o u s l y , i t 
is n o t itself suf f ic ien t r e a s o n for s u c h a f a r - r e a c h i n g p o l i t i c a l 
d e c i s i o n by t h e R o m a n s , e spec ia l ly i n v i ew of t he i r t r e a t m e n t 



Galilee Under the Romans, 63 B.C.E. - 135 C.E. 59 

of t h e c i t ies , w h i c h p r e s u m a b l y h a d a t t r a c t e d a c o n s i d e r a b l e 
J e w i s h p o p u l a t i o n a l so . I n t r u t h P o m p e y ' s a r r a n g e m e n t w h i c h 
w a s s i m p l y fu r the r d e v e l o p e d by G a b i n i u s , s u i t e d b o t h t h e g e n 
era l R o m a n p o l i c y and t h e e x i s t i n g p o l i t i c a l r ea l i t i e s of P a l 
e s t i n e . 8 I t w o u l d h a v e served n o usefu l p u r p o s e to a t t e m p t a n y 
n e w , f a r - r e a c h i n g d i v i s i o n s , w h e n o l d e s t a b l i s h e d o n e s c o u l d be 
re su r rec ted w h i c h a l s o r e spec ted t h e spec i a l w i s h e s of t h e p r e 
d o m i n a n t p o p u l a t i o n i n v a r i o u s a reas . T h u s G a l i l e e w i t h i ts 
J e w i s h loya l t i es r o o t e d i n i ts I s rae l i t e p a s t , w a s i n n o d a n g e r of 
b e i n g a n n e x e d to t h e n e w R o m a n p r o v i n c e of Syr ia , yet i t f o u n d 
itself o n c e m o r e g e o g r a p h i c a l l y i s o l a t e d f r o m i ts c u l t i c a n d 
c u l t u r a l cen te r . 

S u c h a s e t t l e m e n t of t h e J e w i s h q u e s t i o n w a s n o t l ike ly to be 
accep ted w i t h o u t a s t r u g g l e a n d r e s i s t ance c rys ta l ized a r o u n d 
the o u s t e d A r i s t o b u l u s a n d h i s s o n s , A n t i g o n u s a n d A l e x a n d e r . 
Ma t t e r s c a m e to a h e a d w h e n G a b i n i u s , P o m p e y ' s g e n e r a l re
t u r n e d as g o v e r n o r of Syr ia (57 - 54 B .C .E . ) . A l e x a n d e r b e g a n to 
r e b u i l d v a r i o u s fortresses, A l e x a n d r i u m , H y r c a n i a a n d M a c h -
a e r u s , a n d even t h e w a l l s of J e r u s a l e m itself w h i c h P o m p e y h a d 
b r o k e n d o w n . T h i s w a s a n i n d i c a t i o n t h a t t h e R o m a n s w o u l d 
h a v e to a d o p t t o u g h e r m e a s u r e s if they w e r e to succeed w i t h t he i r 
p l a n s . W h i l e l a y i n g s iege to A l e x a n d r i u m , G a b i n i u s p u r s u e d t h e 
r e c o n s t i t u t i o n of G r e e k c i t ies w i t h e n e r g y , i n l i n e w i t h P o m p e y ' s 
po l i cy , ' co lon i s t s g l a d l y f l o c k i n g to t h e m ' (Ant 14:82-88; War 
l :162-6) . 9 E v e n t u a l l y A l e x a n d e r w a s defea ted a n d t h e fortresses 
des t royed , b u t G a b i n i u s w e n t even f u r t h e r by d i v i d i n g the J e w i s h 
te r r i tory i n t o five c o u n c i l s (avvkbpia Ant 14:91; avvoSoi War 
1:170), o n e of w h i c h w a s for G a l i l e e a n d s i t u a t e d a t S e p p h o r i s . 1 0 

T h e fo rm of g o v e r n m e n t w a s a r i s t oc ra t i c , a n d i n t h i s w a y G a 
b i n i u s h o p e d to o v e r c o m e w h a t e v e r n a t u r a l o p p o s i t i o n t h e J e w s 
were l ike ly to feel t o w a r d s t h i s f u r the r d i v i s i o n of t h e i r t e r r i to ry . 
A p p a r e n t l y r e a c t i o n s w e r e m i x e d , for even t h o u g h J o s e p h u s says 
t h a t ' t he J e w s w e l c o m e d the i r re lease f r o m t h e r u l e of a n i n 
d i v i d u a l ' (War 1:170) s u b s e q u e n t s u p p o r t for A r i s t o b u l u s a n d h i s 
sons w o u l d seem to i n d i c a t e t h e c o n t r a r y . C l e a r l y J o s e p h u s is 
s p e a k i n g of t hose w h o s t o o d to g a i n f r o m t h e n e w a r r a n g e m e n t , 
b u t even the i r p e r s o n a l in te res t s w e r e t h r e a t e n e d i n t h e e n s u i n g 
d e v e l o p m e n t s , as A n t i p a t e r a n d h i s s o n s c l i m b e d t h e l a d d e r of 
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R o m a n p a t r o n a g e a n d o u s t e d t hose J e w i s h a r i s t oc ra t s w h o m a y 
h a v e b e e n t e m p t e d to ava i l of t h e n e w s i t u a t i o n for the i r o w n 
in te res t s . 

T h e first test for G a b i n i u s ' s e t t l e m e n t c a m e w h e n A r i s t o b u l u s , 
e s c a p i n g f rom R o m e w i t h h i s y o u n g e r s o n A n t i g o n u s , a t t e m p t e d 
to w i n s u p p o r t for h i s c a u s e a m o n g t h e J e w i s h p o p u l a c e . H e 
seems to h a v e h a d s o m e i n i t i a l success , even to t h e p o i n t of g a i n 
i n g t h e s u p p o r t of o n e of t h e n e w l y e s t a b l i s h e d J e r u s a l e m ar i s 
tocracy (viroarparrjyos), P e i t h o l a u s . H o w e v e r , t h e res i s tance 
p r e s e n t e d n o rea l t h r e a t a n d A r i s t o b u l u s w a s o n c e m o r e c a p t u r e d 
a n d sen t t o R o m e . O n t h a t o c c a s i o n h i s s u p p o r t seems to h a v e 
b e e n b a s e d i n t h e s o u t h , for h e r e so r t ed t o t h e fortress of M a c h -
a e r u s i n s o u t h e r n P e r a e a for h i s f ina l s t a n d (Ant 14:92-7; War 
1:170-4). Moreove r , w h i l e G a b i n i u s w a s o c c u p i e d i n E g y p t w i t h 
t h e ac t ive s u p p o r t of A n t i p a t e r a n d H y r c a n u s , A l e x a n d e r , t he 
o t h e r s o n of A r i s t o b u l u s , c o n d u c t e d a s e c o n d c a m p a i g n , o n l y 
to be f ina l ly defea ted a t T h a b o r , w i t h very s u b s t a n t i a l losses to 
h i s forces (Ant 14:101f; War 1:175-8)." T h e site of th i s f inal en
c o u n t e r m i g h t i n d i c a t e t h a t th i s r evo l t w a s based i n G a l i l e e , b u t 
n o t h i n g in J o s e p h u s ' r e m a r k s i n d i c a t e s t h a t s ince h e exp l i c i t l y 
s ta tes t h a t A l e x a n d e r w a s e n g a g e d i n a w h o l e s a l e s l a u g h t e r of 
R o m a n s i n t h e c o u n t r y (Kara rr\v xwpar) . W h a t is s i gn i f i c an t 
a b o u t b o t h e n g a g e m e n t s is t h e s u p p o r t for A r i s t o b u l u s i n t he 
c o u n t r y a n d A n t i p a t e r ' s ( a n d H y r c a n u s ' ) s u p p o r t for R o m e 
d e s p i t e t h e fact t h a t t h e s e t t i n g - u p of t h e five c o u n c i l s m u s t h a v e 
m e a n t a d i m i n u t i o n of s t a t u s for t h e m . A s e c o n d a t t e m p t o n 
beha l f of A r i s t o b u l u s t o o k p l a c e after t h e defeat of G a b i n i u s ' 
successor C r a s s u s , t h e t r i u m v i r , a t C a r r h a e (53 B .C.E . ) . P r e s u m 
a b l y P e i t h o l a u s c o n s i d e r e d t h i s a s u i t a b l e t i m e to s t r ike for i n 
d e p e n d e n c e , b u t h e w a s defea ted by C a s s i u s L o n g i n u s , C r a s s u s ' 
successor , a t T a r i c h a e a i n G a l i l e e a n d 30,000 m e n w e r e r e p u t e d l y 
s o l d i n t o s lavery a n d P e i t h o l a u s p u t to d e a t h a t t he i n s t i g a t i o n 
of A n t i p a t e r (Ant 14:119f; War 1:180). I t is t e m p t i n g to sugges t 
as A l t does , t h a t o n th i s ev idence , G a l i l e e w a s a s t a u n c h s u p p o r t e r 
of A n t i g o n u s a n d h i s r o y a l c l a i m s . 1 2 H o w e v e r , before d r a w i n g 
s w e e p i n g c o n c l u s i o n s , e i t h e r a b o u t m a s s i v e G a l i l e a n s u p p o r t 
for t h e H a s m o n a e a n k i n g s h i p o r c o n c e r n i n g t h e a n t i - R o m a n 
s t a n c e of t h e i n h a b i t a n t s , i t s h o u l d be r e m e m b e r e d t h a t the fol
l o w e r s of A n t i g o n u s w e r e forced to f ind a p o w e r base o t h e r t h a n 
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J e r u s a l e m , s ince A n t i p a t e r h a d succeeded i n h a v i n g affairs 
a r r a n g e d i n J e r u s a l e m to su i t h i m s e l f a s a r e w a r d for h i s s u p p o r t 
b o t h for G a b i n i u s a n d C a s s i u s (Ant 14:103.121; War l : 1 7 8 ) . 1 3 T h i s 
is n o t t o sugges t t h a t t he re w a s n o t rea l s u p p o r t for A r i s t o b u l u s 
i n Ga l i l e e , as t h e s u b s e q u e n t h i s t o r y of h i s s o n A n t i g o n u s m a k e s 
clear . I t does h o w e v e r , pose; t h e q u e s t i o n of t h e p o l i t i c a l m o t i v e s 
for s u c h s u p p o r t a n d i ts l ike ly base w i t h i n t h e p r o v i n c e . H e r o d ' s 
ac t iv i t ies the re la te r m a y offer a s o l u t i o n to t h e p r o b l e m , as w e 
sha l l p r e sen t l y see. 

T h e n e x t p h a s e of R o m a n i n t e r v e n t i o n i n P a l e s t i n e is c o n 
nec ted w i t h Caesa r ' s r e o r g a n i z a t i o n of t h e p r o v i n c e of Syr ia after 
the defeat of P o m p e y a t P h a r s a l i s i n 48 B .C .E . A n t i p a t e r h a d o n c e 
a g a i n succeeded i n r e a d i n g t h e p o l i t i c a l s i g n s cor rec t ly , a n d a s a 
r e su l t of h i s a i d t o C a e s a r i n E g y p t (Ant 14:127-33; War 1:195-9), 
h e a n d H y r c a n u s c o u l d n a t u r a l l y e x p e c t t h e i r r e w a r d s . T h e y w e r e 
n o t to be d i s a p p o i n t e d , as t h e decrees of C a e s a r w h i c h J o s e p h u s 
h a s p rese rved for u s (Ant 14:190-216) m a k e c lear , even t h o u g h 
in r e n e w i n g (avavtovcrdai) t he t rea ty b e t w e e n R o m e a n d t h e J e w s , 
Caesa r c h a n g e d i t i n t o a foedus inaequum w h i c h m e a n t t h a t t h e 
J e w s h a d to p a y t r i b u t e , s o m e t h i n g w e s h a l l d i s cus s i n t h e n e x t 
sec t ion of o u r s t u d y . 1 4 W i t h o u t g o i n g i n t o t h e q u e s t i o n of t h e 
exac t d a t i n g of t h e v a r i o u s decrees w e c a n l is t t h e r e l e v a n t dec i 
s ions for o u r s t u d y . 1 5 T h e w h o l e J e w i s h t e r r i to ry w a s o n c e a g a i n 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y r e u n i t e d , w i t h H y r c a n u s as e t h n a r c h a n d h i g h 
p r i e s t a n d A n t i p a t e r as h i s p r o c u r a t o r (Ant 14:192-5.199) . 1 6 

F u r t h e r m o r e , t he J e w i s h t e r r i to ry w a s to be e n l a r g e d by t h e r e t u r n 
of ce r t a in v i l l ages i n t h e G r e a t P l a i n w h i c h h a d p r e s u m a b l y b e e n 
p a r t of t h e p r i v a t e p o s s e s s i o n s of t h e H a s m o n a e a n s ; 1 7 t h e p o r t of 
J o p p e ( a n d L y d d a ) w e r e a l s o r e t u r n e d , t h u s p r o v i d i n g access t o 
the sea; f ina l ly , ' t h e p l aces , l a n d s a n d f a r m s , t h e f rui ts of w h i c h 
the K i n g s of Syr ia a n d P h o e n i c i a , a s a l l i e s of t h e R o m a n s , w e r e 
p e r m i t t e d to en joy by t h e i r gift ( K a r a duptav), t hese t h e S e n a t e 
decrees t h a t t h e e t h n a r c h H y r c a n u s s h a l l h a v e ' (Ant 14.205-10). 1 * 

T h i s f ina l s t a t e m e n t is p a r t of a senatus consultus c o n f i r m i n g , 
p r e s u m a b l y , a decree of Caesa r , re ference to w h i c h m a y b e c o n 
t a i n e d i n t h e ea r l i e r g e n e r a l s t a t e m e n t : ' h i s c h i l d r e n s h a l l r u l e 
over t he J e w i s h n a t i o n a n d en joy t h e f rui ts of t h e p l a c e s g i v e n 
t h e m ' (Ant 14:196). T h e i m p r e s s i o n o n e ge t s f r o m these s ta te 
m e n t s is t h a t C a e s a r t o o k p o s i t i v e s teps to p r e v e n t e n c r o a c h m e n t 
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of J e w i s h t e r r i to ry , a n d t h i s m a y e x p l a i n w h y a c o p y of t h e ear l ies t 
decree w a s sen t to t h e S i d o n i a n s i n f o r m i n g t h e m of Caesa r ' s 
a r r a n g e m e n t for J u d a e a (Ant 14:190-5). In t h i s t h e b i l l e t i n g of 
t r o o p s o r t h e d e m a n d i n g of m o n e y f r o m t h e J e w s is a l s o express ly 
f o r b i d d e n (§ 195). F u r t h e r m o r e a b r o n z e t ab le t c o n t a i n i n g t h e 
decrees w a s to b e set u p a t S i d o n , T y r e a n d A s c a l o n , e n g r a v e d i n 
L a t i n a n d G r e e k , a n d they w e r e to be c o m m u n i c a t e d to t he q u a e s 
tors a n d m a g i s t r a t e s of t he v a r i o u s c i t ies (Ant 14:197f). T h e 
s i n g l i n g o u t of t h e k i n g s of Syr ia a n d P h o e n i c i a , a n d t h e p u b l i c a 
t i o n of t h e decrees a t T y r e a n d S i d o n g ive r i se t o t h e s u s p i c i o n 
t h a t s u c h e n c r o a c h m e n t s w e r e m o s t l ike ly i n G a l i l e e , a n d Caesa r 
is c lea r ly r e c o g n i z i n g i t a s a J e w i s h l a n d t h a t w a s to s h a r e i n a l l 
t h e r i g h t s a n d p r i v i l e g e s of J u d a e a p r o p e r . T h i s s u s p i c i o n is 
c o n f i r m e d by t h e c o u r s e of even t s after C a e s a r ' s d e a t h in 44 B.C.E . 
C a s s i u s w h o , w e h a v e seen, w a s a l r e a d y i n v o l v e d i n events in 
G a l i l e e after t h e defeat a t C a r r h a e , n o w r e t u r n e d to Syr ia a g a i n s t 
A n t o n y ' s w i s h e s . H e s u p p o r t e d M a r i o n , o n e of t h e pe t ty p r i n c e s 
w h o m h e h a d p r e v i o u s l y e s t a b l i s h e d a t T y r e , i n h i s i n v a s i o n of 
G a l i l e e i n s u p p o r t of A n t i g o n u s ; b u t H e r o d , w h o h a d been 
g o v e r n o r of t h e p r o v i n c e s ince 47 B .C .E . (Ant 14:158), succeeded 
i n d i s l o d g i n g h i m f rom t h r e e s t r o n g h o l d s (Ant 14:271.297f). 
H o w e v e r , H e r o d ' s success m u s t n o t h a v e b e e n c o m p l e t e , for s o o n 
w e f ind de l ega te s of H y r c a n u s m e e t i n g w i t h A n t o n y a t E p h e s u s , 
a n d h e p r o m i s e d t o r e s to re t h e o c c u p i e d si tes t o t h e J e w s . H e 
c o m m u n i c a t e d h i s d e c i s i o n t o t h e T y r i a n s as fo l lows : 'If they h o l d 
a n y p l a c e s w h i c h b e l o n g e d to H y r c a n u s , t h e e t h n a r c h of t h e J e w s 
as r ecen t ly as o n e d a y before G a i u s C a s s i u s , w a g i n g a n u n l a w f u l 
w a r , i n v a d e d o u r p r o v i n c e , y o u s h a l l r e t u r n t h e m to h i m ' (Ant 
14:313.317.320). F u r t h e r m o r e , h e w r o t e t o S i d o n , A n t i o c h a n d 
A r a d u s i n t h e s a m e ve in (Ant 14:323). I n o t h e r s w o r d s A n t o n y 
res to res t h e J e w i s h t e r r i to ry to t h e s a m e p o s i t i o n it h a d p r i o r 
to the T y r i a n invas ion , thereby c o n f i r m i n g Caesar ' s a r r angemen t s . 

F r o m t h i s su rvey of t h e first p e r i o d of R o m e ' s i n v o l v e m e n t i n 
t h e affairs of t h e J e w s , i t is c lear t h a t G a l i l e e c o u l d c l a i m to be 
J e w i s h , b o t h i n fact a n d by t r a d i t i o n , a n d s u c h c l a i m s were recog
n ized a n d e m b o d i e d i n l ega l e n a c t m e n t s by the R o m a n a u t h o r i 
t ies. F o r a brief p e r i o d t h e a r r a n g e m e n t of G a b i n i u s h a d m a d e it 
p o s s i b l e for G a l i l e a n J u d a i s m to o r g a n i z e itself p o l i t i c a l l y as a n 
i n d e p e n d e n t en t i t y , h a d i t t h e des i re t o d o s o . 1 9 B u t t h e s u b s e q u e n t 
even t s m a k e i t c lea r t h a t n o s u c h w i l l ex i s ted the re . 
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Already a n e w p e r i o d w a s u n d e r w a y i n w h i c h R o m a n r u l e 
w a s m e d i a t e d to G a l i l e e i n p a r t i c u l a r for a l m o s t a h u n d r e d years 
t h r o u g h H e r o d a n d h i s successors , A n t i p a s a n d A g r i p p a I. T h e i r 
i m p a c t o n life i n t h e p r o v i n c e h a d f a r - r e a c h i n g soc ia l , e c o n o m i c 
a n d c u l t u r a l effects. F i r s t h o w e v e r , w e m u s t c o n c e n t r a t e o n t h e 
p o l i t i c a l a n d a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c h a n g e s t h a t t o o k p l a c e i n t h a t 
p e r i o d . 

(ii) Herod and Galilee, 47-4 B.C.E. 

W e h a v e n o t e d m o r e t h a n o n c e t h a t A n t i p a t e r h a d b e e n a b l e to 
stay i n c o n t r o l of t h e p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n u n d e r H y r c a n u s b e c a u s e 
of h i s ab i l i t y to r e a d t h e c h a n g i n g R o m a n p o l i t i c a l scene . T h e 
a p p o i n t m e n t of h i s s o n s t o s u b o r d i n a t e p o s i t i o n s , P h a s a e l i n 
J e r u s a l e m a n d t h e s u r r o u n d i n g r e g i o n s a n d H e r o d i n G a l i l e e , 
is a s i g n of h i s d e t e r m i n a t i o n to c o n t r o l P a l e s t i n i a n p o l i t i c s , 
w h i l e a l l t h e t i m e r e m a i n i n g h i m s e l f i n t h e b a c k g r o u n d . H o w 
ever, h i s s o n H e r o d s h o w e d n o s u c h re t i cence , d i s p l a y i n g e n e r g y , 
a m b i t i o n a n d r u t h l e s s n e s s f rom a n ear ly a g e . 

H e r o d ' s ea r ly p e r i o d as g o v e r n o r i n G a l i l e e is m a r k e d by th r ee 
i n c i d e n t s : h i s d e s t r u c t i o n of t h e r o b b e r chief, H e z e k i a h a n d h i s 
b a n d ; t h e c o l l e c t i o n of h i s s h a r e of t h e spec ia l t r i b u t e i m p o s e d 
by Cass iu s for ' h i s i l l ega l w a r ' , a n d t h e r o u t i n g of M a r i o n a l r e a d y 
referred to . Of t h e th ree , t h e first is by far t h e m o s t s i g n i f i c a n t 
s ince i t sets t he t o n e for s u b s e q u e n t even t s . I n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y i t 
c aused t he H a s m o n a e a n a r i s toc racy t h a t w a s p r e p a r e d t o g o a l o n g 
w i t h R o m a n r u l e t o j o i n A n t i g o n u s r a t h e r t h a n H y r c a n u s , 2 0 

w h o s e to ta l d e p e n d e n c e o n R o m e w a s p a i n f u l l y e x p o s e d i n t h e 
w h o l e i n c i d e n t . D e s p i t e J o s e p h u s ' b r a n d i n g h i m as a n ' a r c h -
b r i g a n d ' (dpxiXifaTTjs - Ant 14:159; War 1:204) H e z e k i a h w a s n o 
o u t l a w , whatever tactics h e m a y have been forced to a d o p t . H e was , 
i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y , o n e of t h e H a s m o n a e a n n o b l e s of G a l i l e e 
w h o o p p o s e d b o t h R o m a n a n d H e r o d i a n d o m i n a t i o n a n d m a y 
h a v e been forced i n t o a n e x t r e m e p o s i t i o n after C a s s i u s ' defeat 
of P e i t h o l a u s a t T a r i c h a e a , a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d . 2 1 

H y r c a n u s ' b e h a v i o r i n t h e w h o l e affair is a m b i v a l e n t , a n d 
J o s e p h u s ' a c c o u n t s h a v e a n u m b e r of i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s . If o u r 
i den t i f i ca t i on of H e z e k i a h is cor rec t , i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y t h e f lou t 
i n g of h i s o w n p o s i t i o n as e t h n a r c h a n d chief p r i e s t w o u l d h a v e 
g o n e u n n o t i c e d , we re i t n o t for t h e p r e s s u r e s t h a t w e r e p u t o n 
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h i m by t h e m e m b e r s of t h e s a n h e d r i n , w h o s a w t h e w h o l e affair 
as a t h r e a t to t he n e w l y e s t a b l i s h e d o r d e r of t h i n g s i n J u d a e a . T h e 
i n t e r v e n t i o n of S e x t u s Caesa r , t h e g o v e r n o r of Syr ia , o n l y in 
c reased H y r c a n u s ' d i l e m m a , s ince S e x t u s m a d e i t c lear t h a t h e 
w a n t e d H e r o d a c q u i t t e d a n d s u b s e q u e n t l y s h o w e d h i s fu r the r 
t ru s t i n h i m by a p p o i n t i n g h i m g o v e r n o r (arpaTrfyos) of Syr ia a n d 
Coe le -Syr i a , a n h o n o r w h i c h m a d e H e r o d m o r e i n d e p e n d e n t 
t h a n ever of t h e J e w i s h a r i soc racy . H i s w a y f o r w a r d i n a c h i e v i n g 
h i s a m b t i o n w a s t h r o u g h ac t ive s u p p o r t of R o m e , a n d i n th i s 
H e r o d s h o w e d h i m s e l f a g o o d p u p i l of h i s m e n t o r , A n t i p a t e r . 
H a v i n g e n e r g e t i c a l l y co l l ec ted h i s o w n s h a r e of t he t r i b u t e i m 
p o s e d by C a s s i u s , 100 t a l en t s for G a l i l e e (Ant 14:274; War 1:221), 
a n d b e i n g r e w a r d e d w i t h t h e office of p r o c u r a t o r of a l l Syr ia 
(War 1:225), o r m o r e p r o b a b l y , c o n f i r m e d as g o v e r n o r of Coe le -
Syr ia (Ant 14 :280) , 2 2 h e w a s s t i l l a b l e t o c o n v i n c e A n t o n y , Cas 
s i u s ' d e a d l y e n e m y , of h i s loya l ty , t o t h e p o i n t t h a t h e a n d h i s 
b r o t h e r w e r e a p p o i n t e d t e t r a r chs (Ant 14:326; War 1:244). 

H e r o d ' s s teady r i se to p o w e r i n t h e service of t h e R o m a n s h a d 
n o t g o n e u n n o t i c e d by t h e J e w i s h a r i s toc racy , a n d i t p r o b a b l y 
led to A n t i p a t e r ' s d e a t h , a r r a n g e d by o n e of t h e m , M a l i c h u s . 
H o w e v e r , t h i s d i d n o t b r i n g relief f rom the I d u m a e a n s b u t mere ly 
t h r u s t H e r o d i n t o t h e p o s i t i o n of p r o m i n e n c e h e w a s so eage r 
to fil l . H i s e n e r g e t i c s u p p o r t of C a s s i u s h a d m a d e h i m u n p o p u l a r 
w i t h t he m a s s e s of t h e J e w i s h p e o p l e , for w h o m t h e ex t r a b u r d e n 
of t r i b u t e m u s t h a v e b e e n very severe, a n d m a n y of t h e m were 
so ld i n t o s lavery (Ant 14:275). At t h e s a m e t i m e H e r o d ' s c o n t i n u e d 
favor f rom t h e R o m a n s , even to t he p o i n t of b e i n g s u p p l i e d w i t h 
s h i p s a n d cava l ry a n d t h e p r o m i s e of k i n g s h i p by Cas s iu s if h e 
succeeded i n d e f e a t i n g A n t o n y (Ant 14:280), m u s t h a v e been a real 
threa t to the aristocracy. H i s a p p o i n t m e n t by A n t o n y as tetrarch, 
after t h e v ic to ry of P h i l i p p i (42 B.C.E . ) , w i t h o u t r e m o v i n g the 
e t h n a r c h , H y r c a n u s , m e a n t t h a t t h e l a t t e r ' s s p h e r e of i n f l uence 
w a s of s tead i ly d i m i n i s h i n g i m p o r t a n c e i n R o m a n eyes. T h e r e 
w a s t h e n , a g e n u i n e sense of r e j o i c i n g o n a l l s ides w h e n the 
P a r t h i a n s e v e n t u a l l y i n v a d e d P a l e s t i n e as p a r t of t he i r l o n g -
p l a n n e d c a m p a i g n a g a i n t R o m e ' s d o m i n a n c e i n t h e Eas t , a n d 
we re e v e r y w h e r e received as l i be ra to r s , m o s t of a l l i n Ga l i l e e , 
w h i c h h a d e x p e r i e n c e d H e r o d ' s a m b i t i o n s a n d tact ics a t first 
h a n d . 
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R o m a n d o m i n a t i o n of As ia w a s se r ious ly c h a l l e n g e d , n o t o n l y 
because of t h e P a r t h i a n s ' des i re to i n v a d e P a l e s t i n e , b u t a l s o 
because of t h e r e p e a t e d c ivi l w a r s a n d t h e d r a i n o n i ts e c o n 
o m y of several c o m p e t i n g g e n e r a l s a n d t h e i r a r m i e s . A n t i g 
o n u s , t h e n i n ex i le a t C h a l c i s i n t h e L e b a n o n , n e g o t i a t e d w i t h 
t h e m , a g r e e i n g t h a t h e w o u l d be k i n g u n d e r t h e i r p r o t e c t i o n . 
T h e P a r t h i a n a d v a n c e w a s by t h e f a m i l i a r coas t a l r o u t e , a n d b o t h 
S i d o n a n d P t o l e m a i s a d m i t t e d t h e m , t h o u g h T y r e res is ted . A n 
i n t e r m e d i a t e c a m p w a s set u p n e a r C a r m e l , a t a p l a c e ca l l ed t h e 
G r o v e , b u t t h e u l t i m a t e g o a l w a s J e r u s a l e m (Ant 14:334f), as i t 
w a s the feast of T a b e r n a c l e s a n d A n t i g o n u s c o u l d re ly o n p o p u l a r 
s u p p o r t f rom the c o u n t r y . E v e n t u a l l y H e r o d ' s b r o t h e r , P h a s a e l , 
a n d H y r c a n u s w e r e l u r e d i n t o g o i n g o n a p e a c e m i s s i o n to t h e 
P a r t h i a n g e n e r a l , B a r z a p h r a n e s , i n G a l i l e e . T h e y w e r e e v e n t u a l l y 
a r res ted a n d H e r o d , r e a l i z i n g t h a t h i s w o r s t fears h a d e v e n t u a t e d , 
fled J e r u s a l e m a n d w e n t f ina l ly to R o m e , w h e r e h e w a s d e c l a r e d 
k i n g ' a n d f r iend of t h e R o m a n p e o p l e ' by t h e S e n a t e w i t h A n 
t o n y ' s a n d O c t a v i a n ' s s u p p o r t . 2 3 M e a n w h i l e i n J u d a e a , A n 
t i g o n u s h a d a l s o e s t a b l i s h e d h imse l f a s k i n g w i t h p o p u l a r s u p 
p o r t . A d e a d l y c o n f r o n t a t i o n w a s i n e v i t a b l e . 

H e r e w e n e e d o n l y re l a t e G a l i l e e ' s r o l e i n t h e s u b s e q u e n t 
s t rugg le s b e t w e e n A n t i g o n u s a n d H e r o d f r o m 40-37 B .C .E . , n o t 
a n easy task as J o s e p h u s ' a c c o u n t s eems to l ack i n n e r c o n s i s t e n c y . 
H e r o d r e t u r n e d f rom R o m e i n 39, d i s e m b a r k e d a t P t o l e m a i s a n d 
col lec ted a m e r c e n a r y a r m y as w e l l as n a t i v e s , a n d m a r c h e d 
t h r u g h G a i l e e - o b v i o u s l y g o o d s t r a t egy before m a k i n g t h e as 
s a u l t o n J e r u s a l e m , w h i c h a n y a s p i r a n t to k i n g s h i p h a d t o c a p 
tu re (Ant 14:394). M e a n w h i l e , t h e P a r t h i a n s , h a v i n g b e e n defea ted 
by the R o m a n s i n Syr ia , h a d w i t h d r a w n , a n d A n t i g o n u s , l a c k i n g 
the d r ive of H e r o d , seems to h a v e let even t s p a s s h i m by i n J e r u 
sa l em. H e r o d e s t a b l i s h e d a base i n t h e n o r t h a n d w a s h a m 
p e r e d i n t a k i n g J e r u s a l e m o n l y by the s l u g g i s h n e s s of t h e R o m a n 
g e n e r a l w h o a p p a r e n t l y h a d b e e n b r i b e d by A n t i g o n u s . W e h e a r 
t h a t 'a l l G a l i l e e , excep t for a few of i ts i n h a b i t a n t s , c a m e over 
to h i s s ide ' (Ant 14:395; War 1:291), a n d so h e m a r c h e d s o u t h t o 
l ibe ra te h i s f ami ly , i n c a r c e r a t e d a t M a s a d a , a n d m a k e a n a s s a u l t 
o n J e r u s a l e m . W i n t e r h a d a r r i ved a n d the R o m a n t r o o p s n e e d e d 
p r o p e r b i l l e t i n g , so H e r o d h a d to a b a n d o n t h e s iege , b u t o c c u p i e d 
h imse l f w i t h a n o t h e r a t t a c k o n G a l i l e e , as War p u t s it , ' t o r e d u c e 
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t h e r e m a i n i n g s t r o n g h o l d s a n d e x p e l t h e g a r r i s o n s ( r d s <f>povpas ) 
of A n t i g o n u s / (War 1:303; Ant 14:413). S e p p h o r i s fell to h i m 
w i t h o u t a s t r u g g l e as A n t i g o n u s ' g a r r i s o n h a d fled, a n d th i s 
p r o v i d e d h i m w i t h a m p l e s u p p l i e s , a n d t h e o p p o r t u n i t y to 
a t t a c k ' t h e b r i g a n d s ' l i v i n g i n caves i n t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d of Arbe la 
i n w e s t e r n l o w e r G a l i l e e (War 1:304-7; Ant 14:415-17). T h e War 
a c c o u n t says t h a t H e r o d s l a u g h t e r e d m a n y of t h e m as they fled, 
t h o u g h b o t h v e r s i o n s a g r e e t h a t H e r o d ' s a r m y w a s o n the re t rea t 
u n d e r severe p r e s s u r e f r o m ' t h e e n e m y ' for a t i m e . A g a i n we h e a r 
t h a t a l l G a l i l e e , ' w a s b r o u g h t t o h i s s ide (wpoaayerai) excep t for 
t h o s e l i v i n g i n t h e caves ' (Ant 14:417), w h e r e a s t h e s t a t e m e n t i n 
t h e War (1:307) t h a t ' t h u s G a l i l e e w a s p u r g e d of i ts t e r rors save 
for t h e r e m n a n t s t i l l l u r k i n g i n t h e caves ' , w h i l e i n t r o d u c i n g 
g r ea t e r c o n s i s t e n c y w i t h t h e n a r r a t i v e h a s a very d i s t i nc t ive r i n g 
of l a t e r J o s e p h a n p o l e m i c . T h e f o l l o w i n g s p r i n g H e r o d is back 
a g a i n i n t h e s a m e r e g i o n , t h i s t i m e u s i n g spec ia l e q u i p m e n t i n 
a n a t t e m p t t o d i s l o d g e t h e cave -dwe l l e r s , w h e r e h e e n c o u n t e r e d 
a Maccabaean-s ty le act of defiance from o n e of t h e m w i t h his wife 
a n d seven c h i l d r e n (Ant 14:421-30; War 1:310-15). W i t h th i s 
e n g a g e m e n t H e r o d s e e m e d to h a v e r o o t e d o u t t h e last of A n 
t i g o n u s ' s u p p o r t e r s , a n d h e a p p o i n t e d P t o l e m y as g e n e r a l 
(arparriyds) of t h a t r e g i o n . Very s o o n a f t e rwa rds we hear that ' the 
m e n w h o f o r m e r l y d i s t u r b e d G a l i l e e ' ( ' t hose w h o s e c u s t o m it 
w a s to c rea t e d i s t u r b a n c e i n G a l i l e e ' , War) o n c e m o r e rose u p 
a n d k i l l e d P t o l e m y , b u t H e r o d r e t u r n e d , s l a y i n g s o m e of t he 
r ebe l s , b e s i e g i n g t h o s e w h o h a d t a k e n re fuge i n fort i f ied p laces , 
a n d e x a c t i n g a t r i b u t e of 100 t a l en t s f rom t h e c i t ies (Ant 14:433; 
War 1:316). N o t even these m e a s u r e s succeeded i n d e s t r o y i n g a l l 
o p p o s i t i o n i n t h e p r o v i n c e , h o w e v e r . T h e f o l l o w i n g year w h i l e 
H e r o d w a s a w a y a t S a m o s a t a s e e k i n g a d e q u a t e R o m a n a i d f rom 
A n t o n y to f ina l ly r e d u c e J e r u s a l e m , h i s b r o t h e r J o s e p h g o t 
d r a w n i n t o a n e n g a g e m e n t w i t h A n t i g o n u s n e a r J e r i c h o , a n d w a s 
k i l l ed . E n c o u r a g e d by t h i s , t h e p a r t i s a n s of A n t i g o n u s ( ' the 
G a l i l e a n s ' , Ant) r ebe l l ed a g a i n s t t h e s u p p o r t e r s of H e r o d ( ' the 
n o b l e s of t h e i r c o u n t r y ' , r&v wapa <T<J>L<TL 8vvarui>, Ant) a n d t h r e w 
t h e m i n t o t h e l ake . H e r o d , r e t u r n i n g to P a l e s t i n e w i t h a d e q u a t e 
R o m a n r e i n f o r c e m e n t s , m a r c h e d a g a i n s t t h e m , o n c e m o r e 
t h r o u g h G a l i l e e . T h e e n e m y m e t h i m b u t they w e r e defeated i n 
b a t t l e a n d s h u t i n t he i r for tress ( u n n a m e d ) . A s e c o n d R o m a n 
l e g i o n c a m e to H e r o d ' s a id , a n d h i s o p p o n e n t s fled by n i g h t , 
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a l a r m e d a t t h e size of t h e a r m y l i n e d u p a g a i n s t t h e m (Ant 14:452f; 
War 1:330). 

T h i s is t he e n d of r e c o r d e d G a l i l e a n r e s i s t ance to H e r o d , b u t 
w e m a y be su re t h a t i t d i d n o t e n d the re . I n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y , s o m e 
of the H a s m o n a e a n n o b l e s w h o m H e r o d a s s a s s i n a t e d after t h e 
f inal defeat of A n t i g o n u s h a d G a l i l e a n c o n n e c t i o n s (Ant 15:5f) 
a n d the f o u n d i n g of G a b a o n the b o r d e r s of G a l i l e e , w i t h a l l o t 
m e n t s of l a n d for h i s cava l ry ve t e r ans (Ant 15:294.), m a y we l l 
h a v e h a d a s t r a t eg ic i n t e n t a l so , a f u n c t i o n i t served a c e n t u r y 
later (War 3:36; Life 115). 2 4 Cer ta in ly , the d i s tu rbances a t S e p p h o r i s 
u n d e r J u d a s s o n of H e z e k i a h (Ant 17:271f.288), t o be e x a m i n e d 
later , s h o w t h a t H a s m o n a e a n o p p o s i t i o n to H e r o d i n G a l i l e e 
w a s n o t to ta l ly e r ad i ca t ed , n o m a t t e r h o w m u c h i t h a d to g o 
u n d e r g r o u n d o r s w a l l o w its p r i d e d u r i n g h i s l o n g r e i g n . 2 5 I t h a s 
even b e e n s u g g e s t e d t h a t H e r o d h imse l f r e t a i n e d t h e g o v e r n o r 
s h i p of t h e r e c a l c i t r a n t p r o v i n c e , a s o n e of t he five l a rge r d i s t r i c t s 
i n t o w h i c h h i s k i n g d o m w a s d i v i d e d . 2 6 

F r o m th i s survey of H e r o d ' s d e a l i n g s w i t h t h e p r o v i n c e c e r t a i n 
c o n c l u s i o n s m a y be d r a w n c o n c e r n i n g t h e i n n e r p o l i t i c a l t h r u s t 
of t he p e o p l e the re . T h e r e is l i t t l e d o u b t t h a t a c e r t a i n s e g m e n t 
of t h e p o p u l a t i o n w a s dec ided ly p r o - H a s m o n a e a n a n d a n t i -
H e r o d i a n , b u t t he i m p r e s s i o n is t h a t t h i s g r o u p is r a t h e r loca l i zed 
- a r o u n d S e p p h o r i s a n d i n t h e caves of A r b e l a i n t h e wes t . I t s eems 
p re t ty c lear a l s o t h a t o n c e w e r ecogn ize J o s e p h u s ' o r h i s s o u r c e ' s 
p o l e m i c a l a t t i t u d e s a g a i n s t t h i s g r o u p , they a r e n o t t o be i d e n t i 
fied w i t h r o b b e r s o r o u t l a w s . W h a t e v e r t h e soc ia l r e a s o n s for 
H e z e k i a h ' s r a i d s o n S y r i a n te r r i to ry , p o s s i b l y , w e s u g g e s t e d , 
r ep r i s a l s for t he e n s l a v e m e n t of p e o p l e after P e i t h o l a u s ' defea t 
by Cass iu s , t hose G a l i l e a n s w h o c o n t i n u e d h i s s t r u g g l e seem t o 
h a v e been f i rmly e s t ab l i shed . T h e y h a v e fortresses a n d a n o t 
i n c o n s i d e r a b l e a r m y , a n d even t h o u g h H e r o d a p p e a r s to q u e l l 
d i ssen t , it e r u p t s a g a i n a t t h e first s i g n s of H a s m o n a e a n success . 
I t m u s t therefore h a v e h a d s o m e p o p u l a r s u p p o r t , even t h o u g h 
its leaders , H e z e k i a h a n d t h e o t h e r s , w e r e a r i s t o c r a t s w h o , w h a t 
ever the i r fee l ings a b o u t a n i n d e p e n d e n t G a l i l e e , w e r e c e r t a i n l y 
n o t i n favor of e i t he r R o m a n o r I d u m a e a n c o n t r o l of t he i r affairs . 
Of the H a s m o n a e a n s , A r i s t o b u l u s ' f ami ly e m e r g e d as by far t h e 
m o r e s u i t a b l e c o n t e n d e r for t he i r s u p p o r t , s ince t h e w e a k H y r 
c a n u s s h o w e d n o s i g n s of i n d e p e n d e n c e a n d h i s v a c i l l a t i o n over 
the H e z e k i a h affair m a d e h i m to ta l ly u n t r u s t w o r t h y in t h e eyes 
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of w o u l d - b e H a s m o n a e a n de fenders . H e r o d u n d o u b t e d l y a d d e d 
to h i s o w n p r o b l e m s i n t h e p r o v i n c e w i t h h i s v i g o r o u s p u r s u i t 
of t h e spec ia l t r i b u t e for C a s s i u s , a n d s u b s e q u e n t l y by i m p o s i n g 
a s i m i l a r f ine o n the ci t ies of t h e p r o v i n c e as a p e n a l t y for the 
m u r d e r of P t o l e m y . T h i s m a y h a v e led to a m o r e b r o a d l y based 
a t t a c k o n H e r o d ' s s u p p o r t e r s , w h o p r e s u m a b l y we re e n g a g e d in 
r a i s i n g t h e levy. B u t w h e n a l l t h i s ev idence is sifted, it seems 
l e g i t i m a t e to s u g g e s t t h a t t h e r e w a s n o w i d e s p r e a d i n v o l v e m e n t 
of t h e w h o l e p o p u l a t i o n in t h e even t s o n e i t h e r s ide . T h i s e x p l a i n s 
w h y J o s e p h u s c o u l d r e p e a t e d l y say t h a t a l l G a l i l e e w a s o n the s ide 
of H e r o d , o n l y to a p p e a r t o c o n t r a d i c t h imse l f i m m e d i a t e l y by 
r e p o r t i n g a n e w o u t b r e a k of hos t i l i t i e s . T h i s c o n c l u s i o n is of g rea t 
s i gn i f i cance for o u r fu r the r c o n s i d e r a t i o n of events i n the 
p r o v i n c e . 

(iii) Galilee under Antipas,4 B.C.E. - 39 C.E. 

W h i l e t h e sons of H e r o d w e r e d e b a t i n g t he i r r espec t ive p o i n t s 
of v i ew i n R o m e before A u g u s t u s , t r o u b l e b r o k e o u t a t v a r i o u s 
cen te r s i n P a l e s t i n e , s p a r k e d off o r i g i n a l l y i t w o u l d seem by 
A r c h e l a u s ' b r u t a l t r e a t m e n t of t h e J e w i s h p e o p l e w h o h a d p r e 
s e n t e d c e r t a i n d e m a n d s to h i m d u r i n g t h e feast of Passove r (Ant 
17:200-218; War 2:1-13). F o r t he p r e s e n t w e m a y pass over t he 
r evo l t i n G a l i l e e u n d e r J u d a s s o n of H e z e k i a h (Ant 17:272; War 
2:56) s ince , w h a t e v e r t h e p u r p o s e of J u d a s a n d h i s p h i l o s o p h y , 
t h e r evo l t w a s u n c e r e m o n i o u s l y snuf fed o u t by t he a r m y of t h e 
l ega te f rom Syr ia , V a r u s . S e p p h o r i s w a s des t royed a n d i ts i n h a b i 
t a n t s so ld i n t o s lavery (Ant 17:289; War 2:68). A p p a r e n t l y t he 
effects of t h i s e x p e r i e n c e w e r e to d e t e r m i n e t he s u b s e q u e n t 
p o l i t i c a l s t a n c e of S e p p h o r i s . W h a t is p a r t i c u l a r l y s ign i f i can t 
i n t h i s c o n t e x t is t h a t it s eems to h a v e r e m o v e d a n y r ebe l l i ous 
e l e m e n t s f rom t h e te r r i to ry , w h i c h n o w fell to A n t i p a s as t e t ra rch . 
W e s h a l l h a v e to d i scuss la te r w h e t h e r t h i s o p p o s i t i o n w a s d r i v e n 
u n d e r g r o u n d the re to fester a n d s p r o u t a g a i n , o r w h e t h e r t h e 
las t ves t iges of H a s m o n a e a n s u p p o r t i n t he p r o v i n c e were f inal ly 
r e m o v e d . At a l l even t s e v e r y t h i n g w e k n o w of A n t i p a s ' l o n g r e i g n 
s u g g e s t s t h a t w h a t e v e r o t h e r c r i t i c i sms c o u l d be m a d e of it, it w a s 
n o t p u n c t u a t e d by o u t b r e a k s of strife a n d i n t e r n a l d i s s e n s i o n . 

I n a t t e m p t i n g to d e t e r m i n e t h e effects of t h i s p e r i o d of s tab i l i ty 
for p o l i t i c a l life i n G a l i l e e w e h a v e u n f o r t u n a t e l y p r e c i o u s l i t t le 
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h a r d ev idence . W h e r e a s H e r o d t h e G r e a t neve r a t t e m p t e d to 
b u i l d a n y ci t ies w i t h i n G a l i l e e itself, t h i s w a s p e r h a p s p o l i t i c a l l y 
the m o s t s i gn i f i c an t a c t i o n of A n t i p a s . I n t h e n e x t sec t ion of o u r 
s tudy w e sha l l d i scuss t h e c u l t u r a l a n d soc ia l i m p a c t of S e p p h o r i s 
a n d T i b e r i a s o n t h e life of t h e p r o v i n c e . W h a t s h o u l d be u n d e r 
l i ned h e r e is t h a t n e i t h e r w a s i n t e n d e d f o r n o r a s p i r e d t o 
a u t o n o m y w i t h i n t he r e a l m of A n t i p a s . 2 7 F r o m t h e p u r e l y p o l i t 
ical p o i n t of v iew there fore these c i t ies w e r e i n t e n d e d as i n t e 
g ra t ive r a t h e r t h a n d i s r u p t i v e forces. P r o b a b l y , G a b a r a , T a r i -
chaeae a n d G i s c h a l a ( U p p e r G a l i l e e ) f u n c t i o n e d as t o p a r c h i c a l 
centers t o g e t h e r w i t h S e p p h o r i s a n d T i b e r i a s , b u t first t h e f o r m e r 
a n d t h e n t h e la t te r f u n c t i o n e d as t h e cen te r for t h e r o y a l c o u r t , 
a n d thereby a c h i e v e d g rea t e r p r o m i n e n c e t h a n t h e mere ly t o p 
a rch i ca l cen te rs . I n t h i s w a y A n t i p a s a p p e a r s t o h a v e a c h i e v e d 
a n i n t e g r a t e d a d m i n i s t r a t i v e sys tem for G a l i l e e — a n d p r e s u m a b l y 
a s i m i l a r o n e w a s e s t a b l i s h e d i n P e r a e a , w h i c h a l s o a p p e a r s t o 
h a v e h a d its o w n t o p a r c h i c d i v i s i o n s . 2 8 

O n e h i g h l y s i g n i f i c a n t a s p e c t of An t ipas* r e i g n is t h e fact t h a t 
its s tab i l i ty m e a n t t h a t t h e r e w a s n o n e e d for d i r ec t R o m a n i n 
t e rven t ion i n t h e i n t e r n a l life of t h e p r o v i n c e . I n v i ew of t h e 
m i l i t a r y , f i nanc i a l a n d soc ia l u p h e a v a l s of t h e p r e v i o u s p e r i o d 
th i s w a s i n d e e d a g r e a t b l e s s i n g for t h e o r d i n a r y p e o p l e , a n d 
s t a n d s i n s h a r p c o n t r a s t to t h e s i t u a t i o n i n J u d a e a , w h e r e t h e 
insens i t iv i ty a n d b r u t a l i t y of t h e R o m a n p r o c u r a t o r s m a k e a 
sorry s tory of m i s m a n a g e m e n t , a n d is g e n e r a l l y a c c e p t e d as o n e of 
the m a j o r i m m e d i a t e causes for t h e r evo l t of 66 C .E . A p p a r e n t l y , 
A n t i p a s w a s p r e s e n t a t R o m e i n 6 C E . w h e n h i s b r o t h e r A r c h -
e l a u s w a s d e p o s e d , p o s s i b l y even i n t h e r o l e of h i s b r o t h e r ' s 
a c c u s e r . 2 9 P r e s u m a b l y it w a s a t t h i s t i m e t h a t t h e d y n a s t i c n a m e 
H e r o d w a s g i v e n . U n d o u b t e d l y t h i s i n c r e a s e d h i s i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
s t a t u r e as t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of a f a m o u s l i n e , even if i t d i d n o t 
m e a n a n y rea l i nc rease i n r a n k o r t e r r i t o r y . 3 0 N o r d i d h e receive t h e 
te r r i tory of h i s b r o t h e r P h i l i p o n t h e l a t t e r ' s d e a t h i n 34 C .E . , 
w h i c h w a s i n s t e a d a n n e x e d t o t h e p r o v i n c e of Sy r i a (Ant 18:108). 
R e c o g n i t i o n w a s g i v e n h i m by t h e R o m a n s t o w a r d s t h e e n d of 
h i s life w h e n T i b e r i u s a s k e d h i m t o ac t as i n t e r m e d i a r y b e t w e e n 
R o m e a n d t h e P a r t h i a n s , for l o n g a s o u r c e of r ea l t r o u b l e for 
R o m e ' s fo re ign r e l a t i o n s . A n t i p a s seized t h e o p p o r t u n i t y w i t h 
typ ica l H e r o d i a n style, h a d a spec ia l b r i d g e b u i l t ove r t h e E u 
p h r a t e s w h e r e t h e S y r i a n l ega t e V i t e l l i u s a n d t h e P a r t h i a n k i n g 
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A r t a b a n u s s i g n e d a t rea ty a n d a spec ia l r e c e p t i o n w a s a r r a n g e d 
by A n t i p a s (Ant 18:101-5; S u e t o n i u s , Caligula 14,3). I n h i s des i re 
t o i n g r a t i a t e h i m s e l f f u r t h e r w i t h T i b e r i u s , A n t i p a s h a s t e n e d to 
s e n d a ful l r e p o r t t o t h e e m p e r o r b u t o n l y succeeded i n a r o u s i n g 
t h e a n i m o s i t y of V i t e l l i u s , w h o felt h e h a d b e e n u p s t a g e d i n t h e 
w h o l e even t . As a r e s u l t V i t e l l i u s w a s i n n o h a s t e to c o m e to 
A n t i p a s ' a i d i n h i s d i f f icul t ies w i t h t h e N a b a t a e a n k i n g Are tas , 
w i t h w h o m r e l a t i o n s w e r e p a r t i c u l a r l y s t r a i n e d s ince t h e i n s u l t 
t o h i s d a u g h t e r by t h e d i v o r c e i n v o l v i n g H e r o d i a s . A n t i p a s ' a r m y 
suffered a h e a v y defeat o n t h e b o r d e r s of P e r a e a , a n d C l a u d i u s 
o r d e r e d V i t e l l i u s t o g o to A n t i p a s ' a id . H o w e v e r , before a n y 
effective a c t i o n h a d b e e n t a k e n C l a u d i u s h a d d ied , G a i u s C a l i g u l a 
w a s t h e n e w e m p e r o r a n d A n t i p a s ' ca reer w a s o n t h e w a n e . 

T h i s brief su rvey of t h e m a i n fo re ign i n v o l v e m e n t s of A n t i p a s 
m a k e s c lea r t h a t G a l i l e e h a d n o t t o c o n t e n d w i t h e x t e r n a l p res 
su res d u r i n g h i s l o n g r e i g n . I t is m o r e d i f f icu l t t o assess the in 
t e r n a l p o l i t i c a l r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e o t h e r p a r t s of P a l e s t i n e . Pe raea , 
t h e o t h e r ha l f of A n t i p a s ' o w n te r r i to ry , w a s o r g a n i z e d i n d e 
p e n d e n t l y of G a l i l e e i t w o u l d seem, s ince i t w a s g e o g r a p h i c a l l y 
s e p a r a t e d f r o m it by t h e t e r r i to r i es of S c y t h o p o l i s , P e l l a a n d 
G a d a r a , a n d p r e s u m a b l y i t w a s th i s t h a t necess i t a t ed i t h a v i n g 
i ts o w n c a p i t a l a t t h e s e c o n d G a d a r a . 3 1 O n e c o u l d m a k e t o o m u c h 
of t h e d i v i s i o n s t h a t t h i s k i n d of i s o l a t i o n m i g h t crea te , s ince 
a l l t hese t e r r i to r i e s w e r e p a r t of t h e l a rge r R o m a n n e t w o r k . W h i l e 
b o r d e r s w e r e de f in i t e ly r e c o g n i z e d for c u s t o m s a n d o t h e r du t i e s , 
t h i s d i d n o t p r e v e n t m o b i l i t y b e t w e e n t h e dif ferent r e g i o n s , as 
t h e G o s p e l s , d e s p i t e a l l t he p r o b l e m s of t he i r g e o g r a p h y , m a k e 
c lear . A p p a r e n t l y a l s o , t h e p o p u l a t i o n of P e r a e a w a s J e w i s h as 
d i s t i n c t f r o m t h e m a j o r i t y G r e e k p o p u l a t i o n of t he D e k a p o l i s 
c i t ies . T h u s w e c a n a s s u m e t h a t A n t i p a s ' t e r r i to ry w a s ab l e to 
a c h i e v e s o m e k i n d of h o m o g e n e i t y of p o l i t i c a l life, w h i c h m a y 
b e ref lected i n t h e scene desc r ibed a t Mk. 6 :21 , w h e r e t h e G a l i l e a n 
v i l l a g e l eaders , t h e H e r o d i a n c o u r t n o b l e s a n d t h e m i l i t a r y c o m 
m a n d e r s a r e a l l g a t h e r e d t o ce l eb ra t e h i s b i r t h d a y . H o w d i d s u c h 
a u n i t y reflect o n t h e r e l a t i o n s w i t h J e r u s a l e m , w h i c h w a s n o w 
u n d e r d i r ec t R o m a n c o n t r o l ? T h e h i g h p r i e s t h o o d a n d t h e San -
h e d r i n h a d los t m o s t , if n o t a l l of t h e i r p o l i t i c a l p o w e r w i t h i n 
J u d a i s m d u r i n g t h e l o n g r e i g n of H e r o d t h e G r e a t . 3 2 T h e i r re
v iva l s u b s e q u e n t l y as effective p o l i t i c a l i n s t r u m e n t s for d e a l i n g 
w i t h t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of J e w i s h affairs t o R o m e ' s sa t i s fac t ion 
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w a s o n l y g r a d u a l a n d p a r t i a l , a n d a c c o r d i n g l y t h e H e r o d i a n 
p r i n c e s p l a y e d a n i m p o r t a n t m i d d l e r o l e i n R o m e ' s v i ew. H o w 
ever, A n t i p a s w a s a p p a r e n t l y n o t i n v o l v e d i n J e w i s h affairs t o 
t he degree t h a t h e w o u l d h a v e l iked , a n d h e does n o t seem t o h a v e 
been g i v e n a n y p o w e r s over t h e se lec t ion of t h e h i g h p r i e s t , a 
r i g h t en joyed a n d exerc i sed by t h e la te r H e r o d i a n p r i n c e s (Ant 
20:15f). H i s respec t for t h e sens i t iv i t i es of h i s J e w i s h sub jec t s 
c a n be seen by t h e lack of i m a g e s o n h i s c o i n s a n d h i s f r e q u e n t 
visi ts to J e r u s a l e m o n t h e o c c a s i o n of feasts (Lk 23.7; Ant 18:122). 
H e m i g h t h a v e e x p e c t e d the re fo re t o be e n t r u s t e d by R o m e w i t h 
g rea te r c o n t r o l of J e w i s h affairs . As bea re r of t h e d y n a s t i c n a m e 
' H e r o d ' h i s h o p e s of b e i n g ' k i n g ' r e m a i n e d w i t h h i m to t h e e n d , 
it w o u l d seem (Ant 18:240ff). W e h a v e a l r e a d y seen h i s des i r e 
to u p s t a g e R o m a n officials w i t h t h e E m p e r o r , a n d p r e s u m a b l y 
it w a s th i s very a t t i t u d e t h a t c rea ted t h e a n i m o s i t y b e t w e e n h i m 
self a n d P i l a t e t o w h i c h L u k e refers (23:12). I n these c i r c u m 
s tances , a n d w i t h s u c h h o p e s , i t is u n l i k e l y t h a t A n t i p a s w o u l d 
h a v e ever a t t e m p t e d to t u r n h i s t e r r i to ry i n t o a J e w i s h c o u n t e r -
cen te r to J e r u s a l e m - t h e c a p i t a l h a d t o o m u c h a t t r a c t i o n b o t h 
for h i m a n d h i s sub jec t s , b u t for very d i f ferent r e a s o n s . T h e 
ab i l i ty t o h a n d l e a w k w a r d s i t u a t i o n s to s u i t R o m a n p o l i c y w a s , 
h e recognized , h i s o n l y w a y to a d v a n c e m e n t , a n d so , a s t u t e c h a r 
acter t h a t h e w a s , h e dec ided o n t h a t c o u r s e even if e v e n t u a l l y 
i t led to h i s d o w n f a l l . 3 3 

A n t i p a s ' r e i g n h a d f a r - r e a c h i n g c o n s e q u e n c e s for G a l i l e a n 
J u d a i s m i n t h a t i t offered t h e p o s s i b i l i t y for i t t o d e v e l o p a p o l i t 
ical i den t i t y of i ts o w n w i t h o u t i n a n y w a y t a m p e r i n g w i t h i ts 
r e l i g i o u s a f f i l i a t ions to J e r u s a l e m . I n t h i s t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s h a d 
c h a n g e d c o n s i d e r a b l y f rom G a b i n i u s ' day , w h e n , w e saw, G a l i l e e 
s h o w e d n o g rea t des i re to g o its o w n w a y . N o w w i t h J u d a e a n 
p u b l i c life o n t h e d e c l i n e a n e w k i n d of G a l i l e a n J e w e m e r g e s , 
w h o is a t o n c e a m a n of t h e h e l l e n i s t i c w o r l d and a J e w . T h i s 
d e v e l o p m e n t w a s to c rea te a n o t h e r t e n s i o n of a soc ia l n a t u r e , 
w h i c h w e s h a l l h a v e to e x p l o r e fu r the r a t a l a te r s t age . 

(iv) From Antipas to the Great Revolt,39-66 C.E. 

A n t i p a s was e v e n t u a l l y b a n i s h e d i n t o ex i l e for h i s a m b i t i o n s 
- p r o m p t e d a n d fired by H e r o d i a s - to be k i n g l ike h i s n e p h e w a n d 
b r o t h e r - i n - l a w A g r i p p a . G a i u s C a l i g u l a h a d con fe r r ed t h a t h o n o r 
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o n h i s f r i end A g r i p p a i n 37 C.E. , g i v i n g h i m t h e te r r i to ry of 
P h i l i p t h e t e t r a r ch w h o h a d d i e d i n 34 C .E . T h e fact t h a t A n t i p a s 
h a d be f r i ended A g r i p p a i n h i s days of p e n u r y , a p p o i n t i n g h i m 
' s u p e r v i s o r of t h e m a r k e t ' (ayopai/dfxos) a t T i b e r i a s , o n l y a d d e d 
to t h e i r o n y of t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e t w o m e n . T h e terr i 
tory of t h e d e p o s e d A n t i p a s n o w p a s s e d to A g r i p p a a l so (Ant 
18:252), b u t i n v i ew of h i s g e n e r a l a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d s J u d a i s m , 
life i n G a l i l e e w a s n o t l ike ly to h a v e b e e n affected very m u c h by 
th i s c h a n g e . W i t h t h e d e a t h of G a i u s a n d t h e access ion of C l a u d 
ius , t h e p r o c u r a t o r s h i p of J u d a e a a l s o p a s s e d to A g r i p p a (41 C.E.) , 
so t h a t n o w h e r u l e d over p r a c t i c a l l y t h e s a m e J e w i s h te r r i tory 
as h i s g r a n d f a t h e r , H e r o d t h e G r e a t (Ant 19:275). U n f o r t u n a t e l y 
h i s d e a t h i n 44 C .E . p u t a n e n d to t h e e x p e r i m e n t , a n d t h e w h o l e 
of P a l e s t i n e , G a l i l e e i n c l u d e d , o n c e m o r e b e c a m e p a r t of t he 
R o m a n p r o v i n c e of J u d a e a . 

I t is d i f f icul t t o assess t h e i m p a c t of A g r i p p a ' s s h o r t r e i g n o n 
t h e p o l i t i c a l life of P a l e s t i n e . I t c o u l d be a r g u e d t h a t s ince t h e 
n o r t h w a s t h e s t a r t i n g p o i n t for h i s career as k i n g i ts s epa ra t eness 
m i g h t be fu r the r a c c e n t u a t e d , a n d o n t w o i m p o r t a n t occa s ions 
T i b e r i a s r a t h e r t h a n J e r u s a l e m w a s t h e cen te r of a c t i o n . T h e 
p e a s a n t p e o p l e of t h e c o u n t r y s i d e f locked to t h e S y r i a n lega te 
P e t r o n i u s the re , p r o t e s t i n g a b o u t t h e s t a t u e w h i c h C a l i g u l a h a d 
p r o p o s e d to set u p i n t h e t e m p l e (Ant 18:270ff; War 2:193); a n d 
t h e c o u n c i l of t h e sub jec t k i n g s w h i c h A g r i p p a c o n v e n e d , m u c h 
to t h e a n n o y a n c e of t h e R o m a n l ega te i n Syr ia , V i b i u s M a r s u s , 
a l s o m e t a t T i b e r i a s (Ant 19:338-42). U n d o u b t e d l y , t h e H e r o d i a n 
lay n o b i l i t y t h a t e m e r g e d u n d e r A n t i p a s c o n t i n u e d to th r ive 
u n d e r A g r i p p a a l s o (ct.Ant 19:317-25). H o w e v e r , A g r i p p a w a s 
a l s o d e e p l y i n v o l v e d i n J e r u s a l e m ' s p o l i t i c a l affairs , e spec ia l ly 
c o n c e r n i n g t h e h i g h p r i e s t h o o d (Ant 19:297.313-16.342). T h u s 
w h i l e h e def in i t e ly s o u g h t to w i n t h e favor of t h e P h a r i s e e s as a 
c o n s c i o u s p a r t of h i s p o l i c y , h e a p p a r e n t l y a l s o c o u r t e d t he 
S a d d u c a e a n a r i s toc racy . T h e fact t h a t h i s H a s m o n a e a n ances t ry 
w a s s t i l l r e m e m b e r e d - M a r i a m n e w a s h i s g r a n d m o t h e r ( P h i l o 
Legatio 278) - c e r t a i n l y m e a n t t h a t h i s a p p e a l to J e w i s h loyal t ies 
w a s a l l t h e g rea te r , a n d th i s is a p p a r e n t b o t h i n J o s e p h u s ' c o m 
p a r i s o n of h i m w i t h h i s g r a n d f a t h e r (Ant 19:328-31) a n d the 
R a b b i n i c t r a d i t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g h i s p i e ty (M.Sot. 7:8; M.Bikk. 
3 :4 ) . 3 4 
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A g r i p p a ' s f a m i l i a r i t y w i t h a n d i n v o l v e m e n t i n R o m a n i m 
pe r i a l po l i c i e s w a s of g r e a t s i gn i f i c ance for t h e l a rge r J e w i s h 
p o p u l a t i o n of t h e E m p i r e as t h e u n i v e r s a l decree of C l a u d i u s o n 
beha l f of t h e J e w s m a k e s c lear (Ant 19:286-291). H i s i n t e r v e n t i o n 
in t he affair of t h e s t a t u e of G a i u s h e l p e d to ave r t w h a t w o u l d h a v e 
ce r t a in ly been a m a j o r c o n f r o n t a t i o n b e t w e e n R o m e a n d t h e 
J e w s . W h i l e P e t r o n i u s , t h e l ega t e i n Syr ia , w h o h a d a l s o res i s ted 
t he E m p e r o r o n t h e i s sue of t h e s t a t u e , r e m a i n e d i n office, a l l 
w e n t h a r m o n i o u s l y . H o w e v e r , l a te r i n h i s r e i g n A g r i p p a seems 
to h a v e a d o p t e d a m o r e i n d e p e n d e n t l i ne , as t h e affair ove r t h e 
c o u n c i l of t h e k i n g s a n d h i s a t t e m p t to r e b u i l d t h e w a l l s of J e r u 
sa l em w i t h o u t p e r m i s s i o n m a k e c lear (Ant 19:338-42; 326-8). I t 
c o u l d be a r g u e d t h a t s u c h i n d e p e n d e n c e m i g h t h a v e e v e n t u a l l y 
led to a n ea r l i e r s h o w d o w n w i t h R o m e , h a d h e su rv ived l o n g 
e n o u g h . C e r t a i n l y t he i m m e d i a t e effect of h i s d e a t h w a s to o p e n 
u p a very dif ferent c h a p t e r of J e w i s h / R o m a n r e l a t i o n s as t h e 
w h o l e of P a l e s t i n e c a m e u n d e r d i rec t R o m a n r u l e o n c e m o r e , t h e 
y o u t h f u l n e s of A g r i p p a ' s son , A g r i p p a I I , b e i n g offered as t h e 
p r e t ex t for C l a u d i u s * d e c i s i o n . 3 5 

For G a l i l e e t h i s i n t r o d u c e d a n e w p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n - i ts first 
i m m e d i a t e c o n t a c t w i t h d i r ec t R o m a n r u l e . C u s p i u s F a d u s , 
J o s e p h u s tel ls us , w a s a p p o i n t e d p r o c u r a t o r of J u d a e a and of the 
whole kingdom (Ant 19:363; cf. War 2:223). As is w e l l k n o w n , t h e 
p e r i o d as a w h o l e is m a r k e d by d e t e r i o r a t i n g r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n 
R o m e a n d the J e w s , c l i m a x i n g i n t h e p r o c u r a t o r s h i p of G e s s i u s 
F l o r u s (64-66 C.E. ) , w h o m J o s e p h u s e x p l i c i t l y b l a m e s for t h e 
o u t b r e a k of t h e first r evo l t (Ant 20:257; War 2:283). T h e r e a r e 
m a n y different facets to t h e d e c l i n e - t h e i n sens i t i v i t y of success ive 
p r o c u r a t o r s to J e w i s h r e l i g i o u s c o n c e r n s (e.g. Ant 20:105-12; 
War 2:224-7.229.289.328-31) a n d t h e r u t h l e s s h a n d l i n g of J e w i s h 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y leaders w i t h m e s s i a n i c p r e t e n t i o n s s u c h as T h e u d a s 
(Ant 20:97f; Ac 5:36 - C u s p i u s F a d u s ) , J a c o b a n d S i m e o n , t h e 
sons of J u d a s t h e G a l i l e a n (Ant 20:102 - T i b e r i u s A l e x a n d e r ) , 
t he E g y p t i a n p r o p h e t (Ant 20:169-72; War 2:261-3; Ac 21:38 -
Fe l ix) , t h e p r o p h e t i n t h e deser t (Ant 20:188 - Fes tus ) . J o s e p h u s 
a l so accuses several of t h e p r o c u r a t o r s w i t h v e n a l i t y a n d c o r r u p 
t ion , c l i m a x i n g in F l o r u s ' a p p r o p r i a t i o n of 17 t a l en t s f rom t h e 
t e m p l e t reasury (War 2:293f; cf. War 2:273-6 - A l b i n i u s ) . T h e r e 
w a s a l s o t h e w o r s e n i n g of r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n t h e J e w s a n d the i r 
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S y r i a n n e i g h b o r s , e spec ia l ly i n Caesa rea , w h i c h t h e p r o c u r a t o r s 
to l e ra t ed , i n d e e d o p e n l y e n c o u r a g e d (War 2:266-70.284-92). Al l 
t h i s led to a g e n e r a l b r e a k d o w n of l a w a n d o r d e r as t he c o u n t r y 
b e c a m e a p rey to b r i g a n d a g e (War 2 :238; Ant 20:124), w h i c h t h e 
R o m a n s e i t h e r i g n o r e d o r h a n d l e d very ineffect ively (War 2:254. 
2 7 1 ; Ant 20:165). I n p a r t i c u l a r w e h e a r of t h e r ise of t he sicarii 
d u r i n g t h e p r o c u r a t o r s h i p of F e l i x (52-60 C.E. ) , o p e r a t i n g a p 
p a r e n t l y b o t h i n t h e ci ty a n d c o u n t r y s i d e a l i ke , c r e a t i n g socia l 
h a v o c a n d p o l i t i c a l u n r e s t (War 2:254-6; Ant 20:185-7; 208-10). 

O u r c o n c e r n is t o dec ide t h e i m p a c t of t h i s d e t e r i o r a t i o n of 
soc ia l a n d p o l i t i c a l life i n P a l e s t i n e o n G a l i l e e , a n d e v a l u a t e t h e 
spec i a l factors t h a t m i g h t h a v e b e e n a t w o r k in t h e p r o v i n c e , n o w 
t h a t i t w a s i n a very d i f ferent a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s i t u a t i o n . T h e o n l y 
e p i s o d e i n v o l v i n g G a l i l e a n s d i rec t ly t h a t is m e n t i o n e d in o u r 
s o u r c e s o c c u r r e d i n t h e r e i g n of C u m a n u s (48-52 C.E. ) . T h e r e a re 
three accoun t s , for T a c i t u s (A nn. XI I , 54) as wel l as J o s e p h u s 
(War 2:232-46; Ant 20:118-36) m e n t i o n s the affair, if on ly in pass ing . 
T h e b r o a d ou t l i ne s a re clear even t h o u g h different Tendenzen m a y 
be detected i n a l l three vers ions. T h e inc iden t took p lace as Ga l i l ean 
p i l g r i m s w e r e o n t h e i r w a y to J e r u s a l e m , a n d o n e of t h e m ('a 
m u l t i t u d e * a c c o r d i n g to Ant) w a s k i l l ed , s p a r k i n g off a v io l en t 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n . T h e l eaders of t h e G a l i l e a n s a p p e a l e d to C u m a n u s 
b u t h e i g n o r e d t h e m b e c a u s e h e h a d b e e n b r i b e d by t h e S a m a r i t a n s 
(Ant) o r b e c a u s e of m o r e u r g e n t b u s i n e s s (War). W h e n n e w s of 
t h e i n c i d e n t r e a c h e d t h e ci ty, t h e G a l i l e a n s ( w h o p r e s u m a b l y h a d 
a r r i v e d before t h e i r f e l l o w - c o u n t r y m e n ) i n c i t e d t h e c r o w d s , w h o 
e n g a g e d the a id of a b r i g a n d chief Eleazar ben De inaeus a n d sacked 
S a m a r i t a n v i l l ages . T h e J e w i s h leaders h a d a t t e m p t e d to r e s t r a in 
t h e c r o w d b u t w e r e unsucces s fu l , a n d e v e n t u a l l y C u m a n u s in ter 
v e n e d o n t h e s ide of t h e S a m a r i t a n s . S t i l l n o t sat isf ied, they a p 
p e a l e d t o U m m i d i u s Q u a d r a t u s , t h e g o v e r n o r of Syr ia , a n d h e 
e x e c u t e d s o m e of t h e l eaders o n b o t h s ides , a n d sen t t he rest in 
c l u d i n g t h e J e w i s h h i g h p r i e s t a n d t h e t e m p l e c a p t a i n as we l l 
as C u m a n u s t o R o m e to e x p l a i n t h e w h o l e affair t o N e r o . 

W e s h a l l h a v e o c c a s i o n to e x a m i n e t h e i n c i d e n t la te r for p o s 
s ib le t races of a G a l i l e a n r e v o l u t i o n a r y sp i r i t . S i g n i f i c a n t for 
o u r d i s c u s s i o n a t t h i s s t age is t h e fact t h a t as p r o c u r a t o r of J u d a e a , 
C u m a n u s a p p e a r s t o be u n d e r t h e i m m e d i a t e j u r i s d i c t i o n of t h e 
R o m a n l ega te in Syr ia . T h i s is a n i m p o r t a n t i n s i g h t i n t o R o m a n 
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po l i cy t o w a r d s P a l e s t i n e . T e c h n i c a l l y J u d a e a w a s a n i m p e r i a l 
p r o v i n c e b u t of e q u e s t r i a n r a n k , w h e r e a s Syr ia w a s g o v e r n e d by a 
m a n of s e n a t o r i a l r a n k , w h i c h m e a n t t h a t R o m a n l e g i o n s c o u l d 
be s t a t i o n e d there , w h e r e a s o n l y a u x i l i a r i e s w e r e s t a t i o n e d in 
J u d a e a . Besides , t h e g o v e r n o r of Syr ia h a d spec ia l m i l i t a r y re
s p o n s i b i l i t y for t h e Eas t , p r e s u m a b l y b e c a u s e of t h e c o n s t a n t 
t h r ea t of t h e P a r t h i a n s . 3 6 I t w a s a s e r i o u s m a t t e r for a g o v e r n o r 
of Syr ia to i n t e r v e n e i n J u d a e a n affairs a n d u s u a l l y i n v o l v e d s o m e 
very e m p h a t i c s t a t e m e n t of R o m a n p r e sence . A t t h e t i m e of t h e 
d i s t u r b a n c e s after H e r o d ' s d e a t h , for e x a m p l e , V a r u s h a d m a d e 
h i s i n t e n t i o n s c lear to t h e p e o p l e of S e p p h o r i s . I t is h i g h l y s ig
n i f i can t therefore t h a t o n t h i s o c c a s i o n J e r u s a l e m a n d S a m a r i a 
r a t h e r t h a n G a l i l e e b e c a m e the cen te r of U m m i d i u s ' c o n c e r n s , 
a n d it w a s J e r u s a l e m a u t h o r i t i e s , n o t t h e oi wp&Toi, T&V Ta\i\aioov 
w h o were a l so ac t ive i n t h e i n c i d e n t (Ant 20:119), t h a t w e r e sen t 
to R o m e in c h a i n s . I n R o m a n eyes t h e n , t h e official s p o k e s m e n 
for J u d a i s m are s t i l l t h e J u d a e a n r e l i g i o u s a u t h o r i t i e s , a n d if 
the re w a s a spec ia l a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s i t u a t i o n r e c o g n i z e d for G a l i 
lee, th i s is n o t r e g a r d e d as d i rec t ly a n s w e r a b l e for t h e even ts . 

T h i s c o n c l u s i o n is a l l t h e m o r e i m p o r t a n t b e c a u s e of T a c t i t u s ' 
reference to t he affair. A p p a r e n t l y h e bel ieves t h a t Fe l i x as we l l 
as C u m a n u s h e l d s o m e official p o s t i n P a l e s t i n e a t t h i s t i m e , for i n 
d e s c r i b i n g the even ts i n t h e m o s t g e n e r a l t e r m s h e w r i t e s t h a t 
Fe l ix h a d for a w h i l e p a s t h e l d t he g o v e r n o r s h i p of J u d a e a iam 
pridem Judaeae impositus. Yet for h i m th i s does n o t e x c l u d e t h e 
official p r e sence of C u m a n u s a l so , for h e says t h a t t h e p r o v i n c e 
w a s so d i v i d e d t h a t C u m a n u s w a s i n c h a r g e of G a l i l e e a n d F e l i x 
over t h e S a m a r i t a n s (aemulo ad deterrima Ventidio Cumano, 
cut pars provinciae habebatur, ita divisio, ut huic Galilaeorum 
natioy Felici Samaritae parerent). Severa l d i f ferent s u g g e s t i o n s 
h a v e been m a d e for r e c o n c i l i n g th i s w i t h t h e s t a t e m e n t s of J o 
s e p h u s w h o dec la res t h a t Fe l i x w a s ' s en t ' (eKweinret,, War 2:247; 
Ant 20:137) to P a l e s t i n e by C l a u d i u s to r e p l a c e t h e b a n i s h e d 
C u m a n u s , b u t n o n e of t h e m a re c o m p l e t e l y s a t i s f ac to ry . 3 7 I t cer
t a in ly is n o t i n c o n c e i v a b l e t h a t R o m e w o u l d h a v e a p p o i n t e d 
s o m e b o d y to t ake spec ia l c h a r g e of G a l i l e e . S u c h a n official 
p o s i t i o n ex is ted ea r l i e r u n d e r t h e t r i u m v i r s w h e n H e r o d w a s 
g o v e r n o r the re , a n d i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y h e r e t a i n e d t h e office d u r i n g 
h i s l o n g r e i g n . S u b s e q u e n t l y i t w o u l d h a v e b e e n e m b o d i e d i n 
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t h e t e t r a r chy of A n t i p a s a n d the K i n g d o m of A g r i p p a , o n l y to 
sur face a g a i n as p a r t of t h e R o m a n p r o v i n c i a l s t r u c t u r e of P a l 
e s t i ne . J o s e p h u s does i n fact h i n t a t s u c h a R o m a n a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
s e t - u p a l s o , for i n d e s c r i b i n g t h e a p p o i n t m e n t of Fe l ix i n War 
h e says t h a t h e w a s sen t o u t as p r o c u r a t o r of J u d a e a , S a m a r i a , 
G a l i l e e a n d P e r a e a ( W a r 2:247). S u c h a n e n u m e r a t i o n of t h e 
d i v i s i o n s of t he k i n g d o m is u n u s u a l , a n d sugges t s a t least t h a t 
C u m a n u s , w h o m F e l i x w a s r e p l a c i n g , w a s n o t i n c h a r g e of a l l 
P a l e s t i n e . B u t t h a t s t i l l does n o t r e c o n c i l e t h e t w o a c c o u n t s s ince 
T a c i t u s p r e s u m e s t h a t Fe l i x w a s i n c h a r g e of S a m a r i a a n d C u 
m a n u s G a l i l e e , w h e r e a s J o s e p h u s c e r t a i n l y p r e s u m e s t h a t 
C u m a n u s a n d the S a m a r i t a n s we re i n c o l l a b o r a t i o n over t h e 
w h o l e affair . 

W h a t e v e r t h e f ina l s o l u t i o n be , i t s eems c lear t h a t s u c h a n 
a r r a n g e m e n t of a p p o i n t i n g r e g u l a r R o m a n officials i n c h a r g e 
of v a r i o u s s ec t ions of t he c o u n t r y w a s n o t e s t a b l i s h e d R o m a n 
p o l i c y a t t h e p e r i o d of t h e first r evo l t . At t h a t t i m e S e p p h o r i s w a s 
t h e c a p i t a l of R o m a n G a l i l e e (Life 37ff) a n d e v e r y t h i n g w e k n o w 
a b o u t i ts s i t u a t i o n t h e n sugges t s t h a t i t d i d n o t h a v e a n official 
R o m a n p r e s e n c e , n o m a t t e r h o w R o m a n o p h i l e i ts t endenc ies 
w e r e . I n fact w e h e a r of t h e p e o p l e of S e p p h o r i s a p p e a l i n g to 
C e s t i u s G a l l u s , t h e g o v e r n o r of Syr ia , for h e l p (Life 30.346.373.). 
T h i s w a s o n l y g r a n t e d after s o m e de lay (Life 394) a n d f ina l ly 
V e s p a s i a n g r a n t e d t h e m a p e r m a n e n t g a r r i s o n (Life 411 ; cf. War 
2:510-12; 3:30-34). I n fact t he i m p r e s s i o n o n e ge ts f rom J o s e p h u s 
is t h a t a t t h e t i m e t h a t h e t o o k over as g o v e r n o r of G a l i l e e for 
t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y g o v e r n m e n t , R o m a n in t e re s t i n t he n o r t h w a s 
r e p r e s e n t e d by A g r i p p a I I , w h o h a d g r a d u a l l y c l i m b e d t h e l adde r 
of favor s ince h e w a s c o n s i d e r e d t o o y o u n g by C l a u d i u s to i n h e r i t 
t h e k i n g d o m of h i s fa ther . 

E v e n t h o u g h A g r i p p a , t h e Y o u n g e r , d i d n o t receive h i s fa ther ' s 
k i n g d o m i n 44 C .E . h e w a s s t i l l a b l e to p l a y a p r o m i n e n t p a r t 
i n J e w i s h p o l i t i c s a t R o m e , u n t i l h e w a s e v e n t u a l l y r e w a r d e d o n 
t h e d e a t h of h i s u n c l e H e r o d , w i t h h i s o w n te r r i to ry of C h a l c i s 
i n 49 C.E . E v e n before t h a t h e h a d successful ly i n t e r v e n e d w i t h 
t h e E m p e r o r o n beha l f of t h e J e w s over t he i r r i g h t to k e e p the 
h i g h p r i e s t l y v e s t m e n t s , w h i c h t h e p r o c u r a t o r F a d u s w a n t e d to 
u s u r p (Ant 20:6-9). As k i n g of C h a l c i s h e a l s o i n h e r i t e d t he r i g h t 
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of se lec t ion of t he h i g h p r i e s t - a r i g h t h e s u b s e q u e n t l y exerc i sed 
(Ant 20:179.213). H i s i n t e r v e n t i o n i n t h e affair ove r C u m a n u s 
w a s a l so decis ive i n h a v i n g t h e J e w i s h p o i n t of v i ew v i n d i c a t e d 
(Ant 20:135; War 2:245). A b o u t t h a t t i m e C l a u d i u s h a d g i v e n 
h i m the t e t r a r chy of P h i l i p i n e x c h a n g e for t h e k i n g d o m of 
C h a l c i s , t he reby i n s t a l l i n g h i m i n t h e n u c l e u s of h i s f a the r ' s 
p r e v i o u s k i n g d o m (Ant 20:138). T h e f ina l a d d i t i o n to h i s k i n g 
d o m c a m e w i t h t he g r a n t by N e r o of T i b e r i a s , T a r i c h a e a e , J u l i a s 
a n d A b i l a w i t h t he i r t e r r i to r i e s p r o b a b l y i n 5 4 / 5 5 C .E . (Ant 
20:159; War 2 :252) . 3 8 T h u s , by a g r a d u a l p r o c e s s A g r i p p a I I h a d 
been in se r t ed m o r e a n d m o r e i n t o t h e p o l i t i c a l life of P a l e s t i n e , 
p r e s u m a b l y b e c a u s e h i s a c c e p t a b i l i t y to b o t h J e w s a n d R o m a n s 
w a s r ecogn ized by t h e la t te r . 

A g r i p p a I I f o r m e d a n i m p o r t a n t b r i d g e b e t w e e n t h e p r e - a n d 
p o s t - w a r years as far as G a l i l e a n life w a s c o n c e r n e d . T h e g r a n t i n g 
of T i b e r i a s a n d T a r i c h a e a e w i t h t h e i r t e r r i to r i e s m a y h a v e u p s e t 
the e x i s t i n g soc ia l life i n t h e p r o v i n c e as c a n be seen f r o m J u s t u s ' 
r e m a r k s (Life 37ff), yet i t saved t h a t s ec t i on of G a l i l e e a t leas t 
f rom t h e w o r s t r avages of t h e v i c t o r i o u s R o m a n s i n 67 C . E . T h e r e 
seems to be n o g o o d r e a s o n w h y t h e w h o l e of G a l i l e e w a s n o t 
g r a n t e d to A g r i p p a , s ince h e w a s a n d r e m a i n e d a loya l s u p p o r t e r 
of i m p e r i a l p o l i c y , even to t h e p o i n t of h a v i n g t o a b a n d o n J e r u 
sa l em i n h i s a t t e m p t t o ave r t t h e r evo l t (War 2:345-407), a n d 
fu r the r a t t e m p t s t o i n t e r v e n e f r o m o u t s i d e p r o v e d e q u a l l y fu t i l e 
(War 2 .421.523-6) . 3 9 T h u s t h e c o n c e s s i o n of t h i s o n e p i e c e of 
J e w i s h te r r i to ry m a y h a v e b e e n a p e r s o n a l gif t f r o m N e r o a n d n o t 
a p a r t of a n y la rger - sca le R o m a n s t r a t egy for t h e p r o v i n c e . As 
a l r eady m e n t i o n e d w e d o n o t f ind a n e x p l i c i t R o m a n p r e s e n c e 
i n t he r e m a i n i n g sec t ion of t h e p r o v i n c e w h e n J o s e p h u s t o o k 
over c o m m a n d i n 66. I t w o u l d seem the re fo re t h a t u p to t h a t p o i n t 
a t least G a l i l e e h a d n o t p r o v e d p a r t i c u l a r l y t r o u b l e s o m e to t h e 
R o m a n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o r t h a t a n y spec ia l m e a s u r e s w e r e ca l l ed 
for i n d e a l i n g w i t h i ts a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . As w i l l p r e s e n t l y e m e r g e , 
A g r i p p a ' s c o n t r o l of t h e t w o G a l i l e a n cen te r s w a s t e n u o u s , even 
if for r a t h e r d i f ferent r e a s o n s , a n d t h e p r o v i s i o n a l g o v e r n m e n t 
of 66 C.E . t o o k n o c o g n i z a n c e of t h i s c h a n g e d s i t u a t i o n i n G a l i l e e 
i n the i r a p p o i n t m e n t of J o s e p h u s t o t h e p r o v i n c e o r i n t he i r 
s u b s e q u e n t i n s t r u c t i o n s to h i m . I n d e e d t h e i n c l u s i o n of G a m a l a 
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i n h i s c o m m i s s i o n i n d i c a t e s t h a t they m a y h a v e h a d i n v iew a 
l a r g e r t e r r i to ry t h a n p o l i t i c a l G a l i l e e of t he i m m e d i a t e p a s t -
p o s s i b l y even r e c a l l i n g a n c i e n t I s rae l i t e t e r r i to ry . 

W h i l e t h e p e r i o d f r o m 44-66 C .E . w a s a p a r t i c u l a r l y t u r b u l e n t 
o n e for J e w i s h / R o m a n r e l a t i o n s o u r sou rces h a v e very l i t t le t o 
offer o n t h e o v e r a l l effects of t h i s c h a n g e d s i t u a t i o n i n G a l i l e e . 
T h e o n e s e r i o u s e p i s o d e d e a l i n g w i t h G a l i l e a n s t o o k p l a c e o u t 
s ide t h e a r e a a n d seems to h a v e h a d g r ea t e r r e p e r c u s s i o n s i n 
J e r u s a l e m t h a n G a l i l e e . T h e i m p r e s s i o n o n e gets is t h a t t he 
p r o v i n c e e m e r g e d re la t ive ly u n s c a t h e d f r o m t h e p e r i o d , h o w e v e r 
w e m a y w i s h t o u n d e r s t a n d T a c i t u s ' i n d i c a t i o n of t h e t u r b u l e n c e 
t h e r e a n d t h e a p p a r e n t l y t e m p o r a r y d i v i s i o n of t h e t e r r i to ry u n d e r 
t w o p r o c u r a t o r s . S u b s e q u e n t even t s w i l l test t h e accu racy of 
t h a t i m p r e s s i o n . 

(v)Galilee from 66-135 C.E. 

T h e s i l ence of o u r sources a b o u t G a l i l e e for t h e p e r i o d of t he 
p r o c u r a t o r s c o m e s t o a n a b r u p t e n d w i t h t he a p p o i n t m e n t of 
J o s e p h u s to t h e p r o v i n c e a n d t h e s u b s e q u e n t a c c o u n t s b o t h of 
h i s d i f f icul t ies t h e r e w i t h t h e v a r i o u s f ac t ions a n d of t h e G a l i l e a n 
c a m p a i g n itself. C o m p l i c a t e d t h o u g h t h e task is b e c a u s e of t h e 
a p o l o g e t i c n a t u r e of b o t h t h e Life a n d t h e War, i t s h o u l d st i l l be 
p o s s i b l e t o d r a w s o m e c o n c l u s i o n s c o n c e r n i n g v a r i o u s aspec ts 
of life i n t h e p r o v i n c e i n t h i s t u r b u l e n t p e r i o d f r o m t h e t w o w o r k s , 
a n d a l s o e s t i m a t e t h e a c c u r a c y of o u r j u d g e m e n t c o n c e r n i n g t h e 
p r e v i o u s p e r i o d . 4 0 

E v e n before J o s e p h u s ' a p p o i n t m e n t t o G a l i l e e after t h e take
ove r by t h e p r o v i s i o n a l g o v e r n m e n t i n J e r u s a l e m , the p r o v i n c e 
h a d b e g u n to feel t h e m o u n t i n g t e n s i o n of t h e l a te r p r o c u r a t o r i a l 
p e r i o d - a t leas t o n i ts b o r d e r s . A l m o s t c o n t e m p o r a n e o u s w i t h 
t h e Zea lo t t akeove r of t h e t e m p l e i n J e r u s a l e m , t r o u b l e b r o k e 
o u t a l s o a t C a e s a r e a b e t w e e n t h e w e a l t h i e r J e w i s h i n h a b i t a n t s 
a n d t h e m o r e n u m e r o u s g e n t i l e p o p u l a t i o n w h o w e r e s u p p o r t e d 
by t h e S y r i a n t r o o p s s t a t i o n e d the re . A w h o l e s a l e m a s s a c r e of J e w s 
n a t u r a l l y l ed to r e p r i s a l s 'as t h e w h o l e n a t i o n w a s i n fu r i a t ed ' 
(War 2:458). J o s e p h u s g ives a l is t of c i t ies w h e r e J e w i s h r ep r i s a l s 
t o o k p l a c e , m o s t p r o b a b l y i n t h e s u r r o u n d i n g v i l l ages r a t h e r t h a n 
i n t h e c i t ies t h e m s e l v e s , a n d they i n c l u d e t h e o u t e r c i rc le of G a l i 
lee: P h i l a d e l p h i a , H e s h b o n , G e r a s a , P e l l a , S c y t h o p o l i s , G a d a r a , 
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H i p p o s a n d G a u l a n i t i s - a l l i n T r a n s j o r d a n o r t h e D e k a p o l i s , 
Kedasa o n the T y r i a n b o r d e r s , P t o l e m a i s , G a b a a n d Caesa rea , 
Sebaste , A s c a l o n , A n t h e d o n a n d G a z a , m o v i n g s o u t h a l o n g t h e 
coas t (War 2:458-60). T h e J e w i s h p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e c i t ies suffered 
a s i m i l a r fate to t he i r b r o t h e r s a t C a e s a r e a - w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n of 
S i d o n , A p a m a e a , A n t i o c h a n d G e r a s a , t h o u g h A l e x a n d r i n e J e w s 
were n o t so f o r t u n a t e (War 2:477-80.487-98; cf. Life 24-27). 

T h e s e d i s t u r b a n c e s a l s o r e a c h e d G a l i l e e p r o p e r a n d t he i r 
r e p e r c u s s i o n s we re st i l l b e i n g felt w i t h i n t h e p r o v i n c e o n J o 
sephus* a r r iva l t he re as g o v e r n o r . T h e B a b y l o n i a n J e w s of 
B a t a n a e a w e r e l u r e d to C a e s a r e a P h i l i p p i by A g r i p p a ' s v ice roy 
V a r u s ( N o a r u s , a c c o r d i n g to War) i n l e a g u e w i t h t h e g e n t i l e 
p o p u l a t i o n of t h e ci ty, o n l y to be s l a u g h t e r e d t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e 
J e w i s h leaders of t h e ci ty w h o h a d b e e n d u p e d i n t h e w h o l e affair 
(Life 54-61). G i s c h a l a i n U p p e r G a l i l e e a l s o suffered a t t h e h a n d s 
of m a r a u d e r s f rom G a d a r a , G a b a r a , S o g a n e a n d T y r e , even 
t h o u g h the l e a d i n g t o w n s m a n J o h n h a d a d v o c a t e d p e a c e w i t h 
R o m e (Life 43 -5 ) . 4 1 T h e m e n t i o n of S o g a n e a n d G a b a r a i n t h i s 
l ist of p l aces h o s t i l e to G i s c h a l a is s u r p r i s i n g , s ince la te r J o h n is 
ab l e to w i n over t h e la t t e r to h i s s ide (Life 122f) a n d t h e f o r m e r is 
l is ted as o n e of t h e p l aces fort i f ied by J o s e p h u s , so t h a t p r e s u m 
ab ly b o t h w e r e p r e d o m i n a n t l y J e w i s h . 4 2 

J u s t u s of T i b e r i a s a l s o a t t a c k e d G a d a r a a n d H i p p o s (Life 42), 
a n d la ter t h e m i n o r i t y G r e e k p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e ci ty w a s k i l l ed 
o n t h e o c c a s i o n of t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of t h e J e r u s a l e m a u t h 
o r i ty ' s dec i s i on c o n c e r n i n g H e r o d ' s p a l a c e (Life 67). W e a l s o h e a r 
of d i s t u r b a n c e s b e t w e e n t h e G a l i l e a n c o u n t r y p e o p l e a n d T i b e r i a s 
(Life 392) b u t w e a r e n o t i n a p o s i t i o n to d e t e r m i n e m o r e p r e 
cisely t h e n a t u r e of t h i s e p i s o d e of i n n e r G a l i l e a n p o l i t i c s . 4 3 I t is 
di f f icul t to i m a g i n e th i s l a r g e scale c ivi l str ife b e i n g p a r t of a n 
o r g a n i z e d p l a n , s ince t h e p l ace s m e n t i o n e d a r e so w i d e l y scat
tered, a n d loca l c o n d i t i o n s v a r i e d e n o r m o u s l y . Yet i t is e q u a l l y 
diff icul t to t h i n k of i t as a f o r t u i t o u s c o n c u r r e n c e of s i m i l a r 
events , for a p a r t f rom Caesa rea w e d o n o t h e a r of a b u i l d u p of 
hos t i l i t i e s of t h a t p r o p o r t i o n b e t w e e n J e w i s h a n d G e n t i l e i n 
h a b i t a n t s i n t h e ea r l i e r p e r i o d . 

P l a n n e d o r s p o n t a n e o u s , R o m e c o u l d n o t t u r n a b l i n d eye to 
these d i s t u r b a n c e s , a n d C e s t i u s G a l l u s b e g a n h i s effort t o r e s to re 
peace to J e w i s h t e r r i to ry t h a t w a s to e v e n t u a l l y f o u n d e r a t B e t h 
H o r o n , w i t h s u c h d i s a s t r o u s c o n s e q u e n c e s for t h e J e w s , a t leas t 
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i n J o s e p h u s ' eyes. T h e a n t i p a t h y of h i s S y r i a n a u x i l i a r i e s for 
t h e J e w s is e x p l i c i t l y m e n t i o n e d (War 2:502). H e b e g a n h i s offen
sive a t C h a b u l o n , a b o r d e r t o w n of G a l i l e e , desc r ibed as a 
TTOXIS Kaprepri by J o s e p h u s , yet dese r ted by i ts i n h a b i t a n t s , w h o 
h a d a l l fled to t h e h i l l s . E v e n t h o u g h h e a d m i r e d i ts P h o e n i c i a n -
s tyle a r c h i t e c t u r e , h e des t royed t h e ci ty, p r e s u m a b l y as a s i gn of 
h i s i n t e n t i o n s , a n d h e a l s o sacked the s u r r o u n d i n g v i l l ages . W h i l e 
t he J e w s succeeded i n w a y l a y i n g C e s t i u s ' r e t u r n i n g a r m y a n d 
k i l l i n g a b o u t 2000 of h i s m e n , C e s t i u s a p p a r e n t l y d i d n o t feel i t 
i n c u m b e n t o n h i m to a d v a n c e f u r t h e r o n G a l i l e e a t th i s p o i n t , 
b u t h e a d e d s o u t h f rom P t o l e m a i s t o J o p p a . T h i s dec i s ion of 
C e s t i u s sugges t s t h a t t h e a t t a c k o n C h a b u l o n w a s m o r e p re 
c a u t i o n a r y t h a n d e m a n d e d by the s i t u a t i o n . T h i s is b o r n e o u t by a 
s i m i l a r a t t a c k o n t h e d i s t r i c t of N a r b a t e n e , b o r d e r i n g Caesa rea . 
C e s t i u s s u b s e q u e n t l y sen t C a e s e n n i u s G a l l u s , t h e c o m m a n d e r of 
t h e 12th l e g i o n to G a l i l e e ' w i t h s u c h forces as h e cons ide red 
necessary for t he r e d u c t i o n of t h a t p r o v i n c e ' . O n c e S e p p h o r i s 
rece ived h i m w i t h o p e n a r m s t h e o t h e r c i t ies a l s o r e m a i n e d q u i e t , 
a n d C a e s e n n i u s ' o n l y e n g a g e m e n t w a s a g a i n s t ' a l l t h e rebels 
a n d b r i g a n d s ' (TO 8e araaiooSes /ecu XyaTpucov irav) w h o h a d fled to 
a n u n i d e n t i f i e d m o u n t a i n n e a r S e p p h o r i s ca l l ed A s a m o n , a n d 
m o r e t h a n 2000 of these p e r i s h e d . T h e a c c o u n t of th i s e x c u r s i o n 
of R o m a n t r o o p s i n t o G a l i l e e c o n c l u d e s : ' G a l l u s , s ee ing n o fur
t he r s i g n s of r evo l t i n G a l i l e e r e t u r n e d w i t h h i s t r o o p s to Cae 
sa rea ' a n d C e s t i u s w a s a b l e to c o n t i n u e h i s m a r c h o n J e r u s a l e m 
(War 2 .510-13) . 4 4 

I n a s se s s ing t h e s i t u a t i o n i n G a l i l e e u p to t h i s p o i n t , therefore , 
o n e c a n o n l y be s t r u c k by t h e r e l a t ive pass iv i ty of t h e a rea . At least 
t h e i n d i c a t i o n s a r e t h a t it d i d n o t c a u s e t h e R o m a n s a n y u n d u e 
a n x i e t y . S t r a t eg ica l ly , i t w a s u n l i k e l y t h a t C e s t i u s w o u l d m a r c h 
s o u t h , a n d m o r e e spec ia l ly o n J e r u s a l e m itself w i t h o u t m a k i n g 
h i s p r e s e n c e felt i n G a l i l e e a l so , s ince as w e h a v e seen, it w a s 
a l w a y s t h e first ob jec t ive of a r m i e s i n v a d i n g f rom t h e n o r t h . 4 5 

E v e n after C e s t i u s ' defeat a n d w i t h d r a w a l t he r e does n o t a p p e a r 
to be a n y i m m e d i a t e w o r s e n i n g of t h e s i t u a t i o n , for J o s e p h u s 
r e c o u n t s h i s o w n i n v o l v e m e n t w i t h a n o t h e r of C e s t i u s ' gene ra l s , 
P l a c i d u s , a g a i n i n t h e r e g i o n of C h a b u l o n , w h o h a d been sen t 
' w i t h t w o c o h o r t s of i n f a n t r y a n d a s q u a d r o n of h o r s e to b u r n t he 
G a l i l e a n v i l l ages i n t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d of P t o l e m a i s ' . H o w e v e r , 
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b o t h sides seem to be p r e p a r e d to p l a y a ' w a i t - a n d - s e e ' g a m e , 
a n d the i m p r e s s i o n o n e gets is t h a t J o s e p h u s is m o r e c o n c e r n e d 
a b o u t h i s J e w i s h e n e m i e s t h a n h i s R o m a n foes (Life 213-15). 

I n a t t e m p t i n g to u n d e r s t a n d J o s e p h u s ' m i s s i o n a n d h i s c o n 
d u c t w i t h i n t h e p r o v i n c e w e i m m e d i a t e l y r u n i n t o t h e d i f f e r ing 
perspec t ives of War a n d Life a n d t h e w a y t h e n a r r a t i v e of e a c h is 
co lo red . J o s e p h u s w a s t h e e m i s s a r y of w h a t h a s c o m e to be ca l l ed 
t he p r o v i s i o n a l g o v e r n m e n t w h i c h c o n t r o l l e d J e w i s h affairs 
after t h e defeat of C e s t i u s G a l l u s . I t is of ten a s s u m e d t h a t t h i s 
g o v e r n m e n t w a s ' m o d e r a t e ' , t h a t is , n o t i n favor of w a r w i t h 
R o m e b u t e v e n t u a l l y forced to t h a t p o s i t i o n by a c t u a l c i r c u m 
s tances (War 2:562), a n d t h a t is t h e w a y i n w h i c h J o s e p h u s w i s h e s 
to p o r t r a y h imse l f a l s o i n Life (28 f . l75 f ) . 4 6 O n t h e o t h e r h a n d 
in the War v e r s ion h e sets o u t for G a l i l e e to o r g a n i z e m e n a n d 
p r o v i s i o n s for t h e c o m i n g conf l i c t (War 2:577-82), a n d t h e s u b 
s e q u e n t n a r r a t i v e h i g h l i g h t s h i s c a p a b i l i t i e s as a g e n e r a l , f i g h t i n g 
a l e g i t i m a t e w a r . W h i c h , if e i the r , of these t w o p o s i t i o n s is m o r e 
l ikely, o r is i t p o s s i b l e to r e conc i l e t h e m ? 

D e s p i t e J o s e p h u s ' p r o t e s t a t i o n of p a c i f i s m i n Life t he re is 
l i t t le d o u b t t h a t a m i l i t a r i s t u n d e r c u r r e n t c a n be de tec ted i n t h a t 
w o r k a l s o . 4 7 T h u s w e ge t a l is t of fort i f ied p l ace s , s i m i l a r to , if 
n o t i den t i ca l w i t h t h e l is t i n War (Life 186-8; War 2:573-5). W h i l e 
t he list i n Life s t a n d s i n a c e r t a i n t e n s i o n w i t h t h e p e a c e - k e e p i n g 
po l i cy of J o s e p h u s , h e a t t e m p t s t o soften t h e i m p a c t by s u g g e s t i n g 
t h a t th i s a c t i o n w a s d u e to h i s icpovoia o r fo res igh t : ' t he se p l aces 
I s tocked w i t h a m p l e s u p p l i e s of c o r n a n d a r m s for t he i r f u t u r e 
secur i ty ' , w h i l e i n War h i s a c t i o n fits i n perfec t ly w i t h t h e p i c 
tu re of t h e idea l g e n e r a l , s ince h e fo resaw ' t h a t G a l i l e e w o u l d 
bear t he b r u n t of t h e R o m a n a s s a u l t ' . T h o u g h dif ferent , these 
are n o t i r reconci lable reasons , the former tha t of the h u m a n i t a r i a n 
c a r i n g for h i s p e o p l e , a n d t h e l a t t e r t h a t of t h e g e n e r a l p l a n n i n g 
m i l i t a r y s t ra tegy . B u t i n fact t he re a r e d i f f icul t ies w i t h b o t h 
l ists, a t least as fortresses. E l s e w h e r e J o s e p h u s a d m i t s t h a t h e d i d 
n o t fortify a l l these p l aces . J o h n fort i f ied h i s n a t i v e G i s c h a l a 
(Life 71.189; War 2:575.590); S e p p h o r i s w a s a l l owed o r e n c o u r a g e d 
to b u i l d i ts o w n w a l l s (War 2:574) even t h o u g h J o s e p h u s t r ies 
to c l a i m cred i t for t h e m la te r (War 3:61); a t t h e t i m e of t h e affair 
of t h e h i g h w a y m e n f rom D a b a r i t t a t he w a l l s of T a r i c h a e a e a n d 
T i b e r i a s we re n o t b u i l t (Life 142-4; War 2:606.9). T h e b l a t a n t 
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e x a g g e r a t i o n a b o u t t h e size of t he fo r t i f i ca t ions a t I t a b y r i o n (War 
4:54-61) m a k e s o n e s u s p i c i o u s t h a t J o s e p h u s ' l is ts r ep re sen t a 
s i t u a t i o n h e m i g h t h a v e w i s h e d for r a t h e r t h a n a c t u a l l y real
i z e d . 4 8 E l s e w h e r e h e r ecogn izes t h e n a t u r a l r e m o t e n e s s of p laces 
l ike J o t a p a t a a n d J a p h a (War 3:158-60.290) a n d u n d o u b t e d l y 
these a n d o t h e r p l ace s b e c a m e cen te r s for refugees f rom the 
c o u n t r y s i d e f l ee ing f rom t h e R o m a n s c o r c h e d e a r t h po l i cy , as wel l 
as h i d e o u t s for w o u l d - b e r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s . 

W h a t t h e n a r e w e to m a k e of J o s e p h u s ' a r m y ? O n c e a g a i n a n 
u n d e r l y i n g c o n c u r r e n c e b e t w e e n War a n d Life sugges t s t h a t the re 
is s o m e s u b s t a n c e t o h i s r e p o r t s , t h o u g h o n a vas t ly d i l u t e d scale. 
T h e d i s c u s s i o n i n War 2:577-82 a b o u t t h e r e c u i t i n g a n d t r a i n i n g 
of h i s G a l i l e a n t r o o p s is p a t e n t l y o b v i o u s as a p i ece of self-
g l o r i f i c a t i o n by t h e g e n e r a l t u r n e d h i s t o r i a n . T h e f igures a re 
h i g h l y e x a g g e r a t e d , 100,000 p e r s o n s a t War 2:576, r e d u c e d to 
60,000 p e r s o n s a t War 2 :583, is a l r e a d y i n d i c a t i v e , a n d a t t e m p t s 
to h a r m o n i z e t h e t w o f igures a r e r a t h e r u n c o n v i n c i n g . Yet, t u r n 
i n g t o Life w e d o f i nd a r e g u l a r a r m y of m u c h s m a l l e r p r o p o r 
t i o n s i n d e p e n d e n t of t h e G a l i l e a n reserves w h o c a n be s u m m o n e d 
for spec i a l e n g a g e m e n t s of a s h o r t e r p e r i o d w h e n a spec ia l d a n g e r 
t h r e a t e n s (Life 98.102.213.305). I n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y t h e p e r m a n e n t 
force w a s m a d e u p of n o n - J e w i s h m e r c e n a r i e s , for w e h e a r t h a t 
they a r e d i s m i s s e d o n a s a b b a t h a t T a r i c h a e a e , n o t to d i s t u r b t h e 
p o p u l a c e (Life 159). T h e i r n u m b e r s a r e neve r very l a rge . H e 
e n g a g e s A e b u t i u s , A g r i p p a ' s d e c u r i o n w i t h a n a r m y of 2,000 
i n f a n t r y (Life 116f), a n d s i m i l a r l y h e h a s o n l y a s m a l l force w h e n 
h e a t t e m p t s t o p r e v e n t t h e R o m a n s c o m i n g t o t he a i d of Sep
p h o r i s (Life 394-7), b u t h e c l a i m s to h a v e 10,000 m e n for h i s 
a t t a c k o n T i b e r i a s w i t h o u t a n y m e n t i o n of G a l i l e a n re inforce
m e n t s (Life 321.327.331) . H e s e n d s J a m e s w i t h 200 m e n to g u a r d 
t h e r o u t e s t o G a l i l e e f r o m G a b a r a , a n d J e r e m i a h w i t h 600 to 
w a t c h t h e r o a d s l e a d i n g t o J e r u s a l e m i n a n a t t e m p t to c u t off the 
d e l e g a t i o n . H e c a n s u p p l y a n escor t for h i s c o u n t e r - e m b a s s y (Life 
240f) a n d a so ld i e r for e a c h of t h e 30 G a l i l e a n n o t a b l e s w h o m h e 
s e n d s to d i s cus s w i t h t h e J e r u s a l e m e m b a s s y (Life 228). F r o m 
these f igures i t is o b v i o u s t h a t J o s e p h u s ' a r m y w a s of r a t h e r 
m o d e s t p r o p o r t i o n s , a n d l i t t l e w o n d e r t h a t h e h a d o n l y a l i m i t e d 
success i n h i s v a r i o u s e n g a g e m e n t s w i t h t h o s e p l aces w h i c h h e 
a t t e m p t e d t o r e d u c e even before t h e R o m a n s a r r ived . T h e v a r i o u s 
s t r a t eg ies h e e m p l o y s to a v o i d t a k i n g o r d e s t r o y i n g s u c h p laces 
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as S e p p h o r i s a n d T i b e r i a s a r e r a t h e r t h i n l y ve i l ed excuses for 
h i s o w n i n a b i l i t y t o i m p o s e a s t r o n g w i l l o n a l l t h e v a r i o u s d iss i 
d e n t s , e spec ia l ly t h e l a rge r t o w n s (Life 104-11; 155-73; 246-65; 
373-80; 394-6 ) . 4 9 

If t h e n J o s e p h u s w a s n o g e n e r a l of o u t s t a n d i n g b rave ry , fore
s i g h t a n d m o d e r a t i o n , as h e w o u l d h a v e u s be l ieve , n e i t h e r w a s h e 
a p r o - R o m a n p e a c e m a k e r . I n a c c e p t i n g a p o s i t i o n u n d e r t h e 
p r o v i s i o n a l g o v e r n m e n t h e h a d a l r e a d y t h r o w n i n h i s lo t w i t h 
t he r e v o l u t i o n a r y p a r t y , w h a t e v e r h i s ea r l i e r f e e l i n g s . 5 0 T h a t 
th i s g o v e r n m e n t t h o u g h t of itself a s b e i n g i n p e r m a n e n t c o n t r o l 
is c lear f rom t h e fact t h a t i t s t r u c k i ts o w n s i lver c o i n s for t h e 
first year of t he revo l t , even t h o u g h i t h a d n o t h i n g t o offer p o l i t i 
ca l ly o t h e r t h a n t h e r e s t o r a t i o n of t h e o l d t h e o c r a c y . 5 1 T h u s 
J o s e p h u s w a s i n f r i n g i n g d i rec t ly o n R o m a n r i g h t s . S i g n i f i c a n t l y 
h e speaks of h i s a p p o i n t m e n t t o t h e t w o G a l i l e e s , U p p e r a n d 
L o w e r , w i t h o u t a n y r e c o g n i t i o n of t he r e c e n t g r a n t of T a r i c h a e a e 
a n d T i b e r i a s t o A g r i p p a , a n d t h e i n c l u s i o n of G a m a l a i n h i s 
j u r i s d i c t i o n w a s a f u r t h e r i n f r i n g e m e n t of t h e k i n g ' s r i g h t s 
(War 2:568). H e s aw h i s r o l e n o t m e r e l y i n m i l i t a r y b u t a l s o i n 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e t e r m s , a n d so w e f ind h i m s e t t i n g u p a p r o v i n c i a l 
j u r i d i c a l sys tem w i t h h imse l f as t h e f ina l a r b i t r e r (Life 79; War 
2:570f). H e a p p o i n t e d a g o v e r n o r (aTparrjyds), S i l as , ove r T i 
ber ias (Life 89.272) even t h o u g h t h e c i ty h a d i ts o w n a d m i n i s t r a 
t i o n of a j3ouXi),apxcoj> a n d dri^ds. A c o u n c i l of G a l i l e a n n o b l e s 
m a y a l s o h a v e b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d as a w a y of m a r s h a l l i n g b r o a d -
based s u p p o r t t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e p r o v i n c e (Life 78f.310f), a n d 
th i s w a s to p r o v e effective a g a i n s t t h e c o u n t e r - c l a i m s of s u c h 
loca l a s p i r a n t s t o p o w e r as J o h n of G i s c h a l a (Life 73) a n d J u s t u s 
of T i b e r i a s (Life 42.392). I n e v i t a b l y t he p r e p a r a t i o n for t h e w a r 
h a d to be a l a rge p a r t of h i s s t r a t egy s ince i t m u s t h a v e b e e n p l a i n 
to a l l t h a t R o m e w o u l d e v e n t u a l l y t ake full r e v e n g e for t h e h u m i l 
i a t i o n of h e r e a g l e s , 5 2 a n d p r e v i o u s e x p e r i e n c e e n s u r e d t h a t t h e r e 
w o u l d be very l i t t l e d i s c r i m i n a t i o n b e t w e e n p r o m o t e r s of t h e 
r e v o l u t i o n a n d t h e o r d i n a r y p o p u l a c e . O n e d i d n o t h a v e to be a 
Zea lo t to be a w a r e of t he n e e d to be p r e p a r e d for t h e o n s l a u g h t 
a t t he c lose of 66 C .E . i n P a l e s t i n e , a n d th i s w a s prec ise ly J o 
s e p h u s ' p o s i t i o n i n G a l i l e e . 

T u r n i n g n o w to t h e G a l i l e a n c a m p a i g n of 67 C .E . w e c a n 
e v a l u a t e t h e success o r o t h e r w i s e of J o s e p h u s ' a t t e m p t s t o r e c o n 
s t i tu t e J e w i s h G a l i l e e s ince h i s a p p o i n t m e n t t o t h e p r o v i n c e . H e 
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w o u l d l ike u s to be l ieve t h a t i t w a s a g l o r i o u s , if i l l - fated, c a m 
p a i g n , ' p r o v i d i n g t h e R o m a n s w i t h a s t r e n u o u s t r a i n i n g for t he 
i m p e n d i n g J e r u s a l e m c a m p a i g n * (War 4:120). O n c e a g a i n h o w 
ever, fact a n d l i t e ra ry f ic t ion h a v e to be d i s t i n g u i s h e d as w e a re 
a l e r t e d to t he fact t h a t t h i s is b o t h a p o l o g y for h imse l f a n d en 
c o m i u m of h i s o p p o s i n g g e n e r a l , V e s p a s i a n , w h o is t h e l i t e ra ry 
p a t r o n of t h e w o r k . N o t even J o s e p h u s is a b l e to d i s g u i s e fully 
t h e r ea l d i m e n s i o n s of t he c a m p a i g n w h i c h for c o n v e n i e n c e m a y 
b e d i v i d e d i n t o t h r ee p h a s e s : a) t h e i n i t i a l o n s l a u g h t of P l a c i d u s 
a n d V e s p a s i a n ; b ) t he a s s i s t ance to A g r i p p a i n r e d u c i n g those 
p l ace s i n h i s t e r r i t o ry w h i c h h a d r evo l t ed - T i b e r i a s , T a r i c h a e a e 
a n d G a m a l a ; c) a f ina l m o p p i n g u p o p e r a t i o n i n w h i c h s u c h 
'border* p l ace s a s T h a b o r a n d G i s c h a l a a r e r e d u c e d . W e sha l l 
br ief ly e x a m i n e e a c h p h a s e . 

V e s p a s i a n r e c o g n i z e d t h a t S e p p h o r i s a f forded a n exce l l en t 
s p r i n g b o a r d f r o m w h i c h h e c o u l d c o n t r o l t h e w h o l e of L o w e r 
G a l i l e e (War 3:30.34), a n d so t he t r i b u n e P l a c i d u s is s t a t i o n e d 
the re w i t h 1,000 cava l ry a n d 6,000 i n f a n t r y as r e i n f o r c e m e n t for 
t h e g a r r i s o n a l r e a d y s en t by C e s t i u s (Life 394; cf. War 2:510). 
T h i s force w a s a d e q u a t e to o v e r r u n t h e s u r r o u n d i n g c o u n t r y s i d e . 
J o s e p h u s * 'army* w a s n o t a b l e to t ake t h e ci ty w h i c h h e h imse l f 
h a d so s t r o n g l y for t i f ied a s t o r e n d e r i t p r a c t i c a l l y i m p r e g n a b l e ! 
T h e R o m a n s a d o p t e d a s c o r c h e d e a r t h p o l i c y : ' t hey neve r ceased, 
n i g h t o r day , to devas t a t e t h e p l a i n s a n d to p i l l a g e t h e p r o p e r t y 
of t h e c o u n t r y folk, k i l l i n g t hose w h o m i g h t be a b l e t o ca r ry a r m s , 
a n d r e d u c i n g t h e w e a k to slavery* (War 3:59-63.1 lOf). T h i s seems 
a n a l t o g e t h e r l ike ly tac t ic if G a l i l e e w a s as t h i c k l y p o p u l a t e d 
as J o s e p h u s r e p o r t s . H e p r i d e s h i m s e l f o n t h e fortresses h e h a d 
p r o v i d e d as t h e o n l y s o u r c e of re fuge for t h e c o u n t r y folk, a n d 
w h i l e w e h a v e a l r e a d y vo iced c e r t a i n m i s g i v i n g s a b o u t t h e list , 
u n d o u b t e d l y t he re m u s t h a v e b e e n g r e a t n u m b e r s of refugees 
l e a v i n g t h e v i l l ages a n d a t t e m p t i n g to d i g t h e m s e l v e s i n i n t he 
m o r e eas i ly de f e nded cen te r s . V e s p a s i a n ' s first a r r i v a l i n G a l i l e e 
is t o l d as t h o u g h i t we re a t r i u m p h a l j o u r n e y a l r eady . As h e 
p r o c e e d e d f rom P t o l e m a i s to t he b o r d e r s of G a l i l e e , J o s e p h u s * 
a r m y dese r t ed before even c a t c h i n g s i g h t of t h e e n e m y . T h e y fled 
f r o m t h e c a m p a t G a r i s n e a r S e p p h o r i s , w i l l i n g to c a p i t u l a t e , a n d 
J o s e p h u s h i m s e l f r e t i r ed to T i b e r i a s w i t h a few loya l s u p p o r t e r s 
(War 3:127-31). V e s p a s i a n w a s n o t a b o u t t o e x p o s e h i s t r o o p s to 
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poss ib l e a t t a c k s i n t h e o p e n c o u n t r y after C e s t i u s ' defeat , so i n 
s tead h e t u r n e d n o r t h - w e s t t o G a b a r a ( o n e of t h e t h r e e l a rges t 
c i t ies i n G a l i l e e ) , a n d t h o u g h t h e r e w a s n o r e s i s t ance t he re h e 
s l a u g h t e r e d a l l t he i n h a b i t a n t s of a g e , a n d b u r n e d a l l t h e s m a l l 
t o w n s a n d v i l l ages i n t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d , f i n d i n g s o m e c o m p l e t e l y 
deser ted a n d r e d u c i n g the i n h a b i t a n t s of o t h e r s t o s lavery (War 
3:132-4). T h e rest of t h e first p h a s e of t h e c a m p a i g n w a s t a k e n u p 
w i t h t h e s iege of J o t a p a t a , a n d J o s e p h u s devo te s a l o n g s ec t i on 
of b o o k I I I of War (141-339) t o d e s c r i b i n g b o t h h i s o w n m i l i t a r y 
p r o w e s s a n d t h a t of t h e R o m a n s . T h e r e is a brief i n t e r l u d e i n 
w h i c h t h e s iege a n d c a p t u r e of J a p h a , 'a n e i g h b o r i n g v i l l a g e ' is 
desc r ibed - 'a d i sas te r t h a t befell t h e G a l i l e a n s ' i n J u l y of 67 C .E . 
I n r e c o g n i z i n g the l i t e ra ry e x a g g e r a t i o n of t h i s n a r r a t i v e i t w o u l d 
be hype r - c r i t i ca l t o s u g g e s t t h a t t h e w h o l e affair w a s t h e i n v e n t i o n 
of J o s e p h u s , b u t i t s h o u l d a l s o be rea l ized t h a t t h e a c c o u n t d o e s 
serve t he a d d i t i o n a l p u r p o s e of f i l l i ng o u t t h e r e p o r t of t h e G a l i 
l ean c a m p a i g n , i n t h e a b s e n c e of a n y o t h e r e n g a g e m e n t s . 5 3 W e 
h e a r of s u c h G a l i l e a n s as E leazar s o n of S a m e a s , a n a t i v e of Saba , 
a n d Ne t i r a s a n d P h i l i p , b r o t h e r s f r o m t h e v i l l a g e of R u m a w h o 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d t hemse lves i n t h e f i g h t i n g (War 3:230-3), a n d n o 
d o u b t the re we re o t h e r s f rom t h e l o w e r G a l i l e a n c o u n t r y s i d e 
w h o m a d e t h e cen te r t he i r las t r e fuge f r o m t h e R o m a n s . H o w e v e r , 
J o s e p h u s ' e x p l a n a t i o n of h i s p r o p o s e d f l i gh t a s a n a t t e m p t t o 
m u s t e r t h e G a l i l e a n s f rom the c o u n t r y s i d e t o c rea t e a d i v e r s i o n 
(War 3:199) is i n d i c a t i v e of t h e scale of o p e r a t i o n s for G a l i l e e as a 
w h o l e . T h i s is n o las t d i t c h s t a n d of a p r o v i n c e g e a r e d for w a r w i t h 
R o m e , b u t r a t h e r a fair ly i so l a t ed o u t p o s t of d e s p e r a t e re fugees 
f rom the c o u n t r y s i d e w h o rea l ize w h a t t he i r u l t i m a t e fate i n t h e 
h a n d s of R o m e is l ike ly to be . 

O n c e J o t a p a t a h a d s u r r e n d e r e d V e s p a s i a n d i d n o t feel i t i n 
c u m b e n t t o p res s o n to U p p e r G a l i l e e o r t o w a r d s t h e l ake , b u t 
w i t h d r e w h i s t r o o p s to C a e s a r e a a n d b i l l e t ed o t h e r s a t S c y t h o p o l i s 
(War 3:409-13). I t is o n l y s o m e t i m e a f t e r w a r d s w h i l e o n a v i s i t 
to A g r i p p a a t C a e s a r e a P h i l i p p i t h a t h e b e c o m e s i n v o l v e d i n t h e 
revol t w i t h i n t h e k i n g ' s t e r r i to ry . F i r s t T i b e r i a s a n d t h e n T a r 
i chaeae h a d r evo l t ed a t t h e i n s t i g a t i o n of J e s u s s o n of S a p p h i a s , 
a n d V e s p a s i a n ' w i s h i n g to r e p a y h i s h o s p i t a l i t y ' d e c i d e d to 
res tore b o t h c i t ies t o t h e i r a l l e g i a n c e to t h e k i n g (aootfrpovlcruit avrQ> 
r a s 7r6Xets). I n o t h e r w o r d s , V e s p a s i a n d i d n o t c o n s i d e r these 
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ci t ies h i s p e r s o n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , a n d o b v i o u s l y h e d o e s n o t 
r e g a r d t h e d i s t u r b a n c e s i n e i t h e r as t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n of t h e s t r u g 
g l e t h a t h e h a d c o m p l e t e d a t J o t a p a t a . O n c e J e s u s a n d h i s fol
l o w e r s left T i b e r i a s t h e p e a c e p a r t y t h e r e q u i c k l y p r e v a i l e d a n d 
t h e r e w e r e n o u n d u e r e p r i s a l s o n t h e p a r t of t h e R o m a n s (War 
3:453-61). A t T a r i c h a e a e m a t t e r s w e r e s l i g h t l y di f ferent . It h a d 
a c c e p t e d J o s e p h u s * p o s i t i o n i n t h e ea r l i e r p e r i o d , a n d s tood 
so l id ly b e h i n d h i m i n h i s d e a l i n g s w i t h T i b e r i a s - p o s s i b l y be
c a u s e of j e a l o u s y t o w a r d s i ts m o r e p r o m i n e n t n e i g h b o r (Life 
158f. 174.276.304.404). It s eems t h a t t h e c i ty w a s a n accep ted 
re fugee c e n t e r (faXo&v&TaTos) for p e o p l e f r o m the c o u n t r y s i d e 
d e s p i t e t h e o b v i o u s e x a g g e r a t i o n of Life 142, w h i c h s p e a k s of 
vas t n u m b e r s h a v i n g c o m e t h e r e t o t h r o w i n t he i r l o t w i t h J o 
s e p h u s . P r e s u m a b l y , these ea r l i e r re fugees w e r e f rom A g r i p p a ' s 
t e r r i to ry o r f r o m t h e S y r i a n c i t ies i n t h e D e k a p o l i s (War 3:54If), 
b u t these w o u l d n o w b e j o i n e d by p e o p l e f r o m G a l i l e e , w h o were 
o n g o o d t e r m s w i t h t h e c i ty a n d i ts i n h a b i t a n t s (cf. Life 98f. 
304-6). I n v i e w of t h e ea r l i e r a t t i t u d e s i t s eems a l i t t l e s u r p r i s i n g to 
h e a r t h a t after a p r e l i m i n a r y s k i r m i s h ' t h e n a t i v e p o p u l a t i o n , 
i n t e n t o n t h e i r p r o p e r t y a n d t h e i r c i ty , h a d f r o m t h e first d i s 
a p p r o v e d of t h e w a r , a n d w e r e n o w m o r e o p p o s e d to i t t h a n ever ' 
(War 3:492f). Yet t h e r e is n o t h i n g i n c o n c e i v a b l e a b o u t s u c h a 
c h a n g e i n t h e l i g h t of t h e R o m a n p r e s e n c e a n d a p p a r e n t l y they 
r e c o g n i z e t h e d i f fe rence i n t h e i r h a n d l i n g of t h e affair , by sep
a r a t i n g t h e a l i e n s a n d s e l l i n g t h e m i n t o s lavery w h i l e t h e na t ives 
w e r e left u n m o l e s t e d (War 3:532-42). T h e l o n g d e s c r i p t i o n of 
G a m a l a a n d i ts s iege a t t h e b e g i n n i n g of B o o k IV of War (4-83) 
c o r r e s p o n d s to t h e d e s c r i p t i o n of J o t a p a t a i n B o o k I I I , a n d o n c e 
m o r e i t affords J o s e p h u s t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o e x t o l h i s R o m a n 
p a t r o n s - t h e i r b r ave ry , sk i l l a n d fo res igh t . I n t h i s i n s t a n c e t h e 
d r a m a of t h e s iege is i n t e r r u p t e d by a n a t t a c k o n T h a b o r (War 
4:54-61). T h e in t e r e s t i n G a m a l a a n d P h i l i p b e n J a c i m u s , es
p e c i a l l y i n Life, h a s baff led m a n y c o m m e n t a t o r s , a n d w e need 
n o t e n t e r t h o s e d i s c u s s i o n s h e r e . 5 5 N o d o u b t t he p r o m i n e n c e of 
t h e s iege a t t h i s p o i n t i n t h e War n a r r a t i v e is r e la ted to J o s e p h u s ' 
o w n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e p l a c e , for i t w a s e x p l i c i t l y m e n t i o n e d 
as b e i n g p a r t of h i s c o m m a n d (War 2:568) a n d h e n o w d r a w s 
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a t t e n t i o n to h i s fo r t i fy ing t h e p l a c e , m a k i n g t h e o b v i o u s c o m 
p a r i s o n w i t h J o t a p a t a (War 4:9f). W h a t e v e r t h e sca le of t he o p e r 
a t i o n - a n d w e c a n we l l be l ieve t h a t i t w a s c o n s i d e r a b l e - i ts r e d u c 
t i o n m e a n t t h a t A g r i p p a ' s t e r r i to ry w a s n o w c o m p l e t e l y s u b d u e d 
a n d the R o m a n s w e r e a b l e to t u r n t he i r a t t e n t i o n to t he s e r i o u s 
b u s i n e s s a h e a d . 

O n e f ina l p h a s e of the G a l i l e a n c a m p a i g n r e m a i n e d , t h e 
r e d u c t i o n of v a r i o u s ' s t r o n g h o l d s ' t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y . M o s t 
of t h e m ' s u r r e n d e r e d ' as s o o n as J o t a p a t a h a d fa l len , J o s e p h u s 
a d m i t s (War 4:1); o n l y G i s c h a l a a n d I t a b y r i o n r e m a i n e d a n d 
the n a r r a t i o n of these even t s a l l o w s h i m t o h o n o r T i t u s , Ves-
p i a n ' s s o n w h o r e d u c e d G i s c h a l a . I t is d i f f icu l t to e s t i m a t e t h e 
p r o p e r e x t e n t of e i t h e r o p e r a t i o n , g i v e n t h e h i g h l y a n t i - J o h n 
p o l e m i c of t he War a c c o u n t , a n d t h e fact t h a t t h e d e s c r i p t i o n of 
t he size a n d q u a l i t y of t h e I t a b y r i o n for t ress is b l a t a n t e x a g g e r a 
t i on , p r e s u m a b l y to ex to l h i s o w n a c h i e v e m e n t s . 5 6 I t is n o t e 
w o r t h y t h a t J o h n d i d n o t a p p e a r a t a n y of t h e l o w e r G a l i l e a n 
cen te rs to a i d h i s fe l low c o u n t r y m e n i n t h e i r h o u r of need . Of 
cour se , h i s a b s e n c e m a y be e x p l a i n e d by t h e a n t i p a t h y t h a t h a d 
g r o w n u p b e t w e e n h imse l f a n d J o s e p h u s a n d t h e f a i l u r e of t h e 
J e r u s a l e m d e l e g a t i o n to u n s e a t h i s g r e a t r i v a l . E v e n so, i t is 
u n l i k e l y t h a t J o h n w o u l d h a v e o p e n l y r evo l t ed after t h e t r e a t m e n t 
m e t e d o u t to L o w e r G a l i l e e by t h e R o m a n s . J o h n w o u l d be 
k n o w n to t h e m as a p o t e n t i a l t h r e a t t o p e a c e i n t h e n o r t h , s ince 
h i s a t t ack o n the i m p e r i a l g r a n a r i e s (Life 71), a n d so it w a s de
c ided to b r i n g h i m to hee l before t u r n i n g a l l t h e a t t e n t i o n to t h e 
s o u t h . T h e s e q u e l p a i n t s J o h n as a t r a i t o r to h i s fe l low t o w n s m e n 
f lee ing by n i g h t to J e r u s a l e m w i t h s o m e fo l lowers , w h e r e a s 
T i t u s , sa ted w i t h b l o o d s h e d , s p a r e d t h e m a s s e s w i t h t yp i ca l 
F l a v i a n s y m p a t h y (War 4:92-120). T h e p r o b a b i l i t i e s a r e t h a t 
c a p t u r e of J o h n r a t h e r t h a n t h e r e b e l l i o u s n e s s of t h e p e o p l e (cf. 
War 4:102) w a s t h e rea l p u r p o s e of T i t u s ' m i s s i o n , a n d the re fore 
n o d ras t i c m e a s u r e s w e r e t a k e n . I t a b y r i o n , w h i c h b o r d e r e d o n t h e 
G r e a t P l a i n , m i g h t we l l h a v e been a c e n t e r of s o m e re s i s t ance , 
for i t w a s i n t h i s very n e i g h b o r h o o d t h a t t h e h i g h w a y m e n of 
D a b a r i t t a h a d w a y l a i d H e r o d ' s s t e w a r d ' s wife ear ly i n J o s e p h u s ' 
c o m m a n d (Life 126; War 2:595ff). H o w e v e r , a s n o t e d , t h e a r e a 
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of t h e e n c l o s e d r a m p a r t is i m p o s s i b l e , a n d th i s r educes t he vast 
m u l t i t u d e c o n s i d e r a b l y . P r e s u m a b l y s o m e d i d e scape to J e r u 
s a l e m , t h e r e t o j o i n (?) J o h n a n d t h e 2,000 T i b e r i a n s w h o a r e 
a l s o s u p p o s e d to h a v e fled to t h e c a p i t a l (Life 354). H o w e v e r , the i r 
n u m b e r s m u s t h a v e b e e n s m a l l s ince 600 ca lva ry h a d been sen t 
a g a i n s t t h e m by t h e R o m a n s , a n d a g a i n t h e na t ives were left 
u n m o l e s t e d as a t T a r i c h a e a e a n d G i s c h a l a . 

R e v i e w i n g t h e even t s of 66-67 C .E . as they c a n be r e c o n s t r u c t e d 
f rom J o s e p h u s ' a c c o u n t s w e c a n r e c o g n i z e t h e m a n y weaknesses 
of t he J e w i s h h a n d l i n g of affairs i n t he p r o v i n c e . A J e r u s a l e m i t e 
w a s g i v e n c o n t r o l of t h e p r o v i n c e a n d th i s w a s t h e first c ause of 
friction, s ince it a l iena ted local l eadersh ip to the p o i n t tha t w h e n a 
c o m m o n f ron t a n d spec ia l tac t ics w e r e ca l l ed for "in face of t he 
R o m a n o n s l a u g h t t he r e w a s n o p l a n n e d s t ra tegy o r m u t u a l 
a s s i s t ance . A t first t h e R o m a n s h a n d l e d m a t t e r s w i t h o u t a n y 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , u n t i l e v e n t u a l l y a m o r e m o d e r a t e a p p r o a c h w a s 
a d o p t e d w h e n t h e l ack of a n y rea l t h r e a t w a s r ecogn ized . 

T h i s i n n e r - G a l i l e a n w e a k n e s s is m o s t c lear ly i l l u s t r a t ed in 
t he t e n s i o n s b e t w e e n t o w n a n d c o u n t r y t h a t e m e r g e d in t h e 
cr is is . T h e b i t t e r r iva l ry b e t w e e n T i b e r i a s a n d S e p p h o r i s m e a n t 
t h a t t h e u p p e r classes w e r e d iv ided , a n d t h e l a t t e r ' s a r i s toc ra t i c 
p r o - R o m a n s t ance i so l a t ed i t f rom t h o s e to w h o m it s h o u l d h a v e 
offered s o m e l e a d e r s h i p . J o s e p h u s never succeeded i n b r e a k i n g 
d o w n these ba r r i e r s , a n d so h e f o u n d h imse l f w i t h n o real p o w e r -
base w i t h i n t h e p r o v i n c e . As a H e r o d i a n p r i n c e , A g r i p p a II m i g h t 
be e x p e c t e d to h a v e h a d s o m e i n f l u e n c e o n G a l i l e a n J e w s , b u t h e 
d o e s n o t seem to h a v e been a b l e t o c o n t r o l t h o s e p a r t s of G a l i l e e 
t h a t h a d b e e n g r a n t e d to h i m , a n d after h i s rebuff a t J e r u s a l e m 
h e s h o w e d n o des i re t o m e d d l e fu r the r i n J e w i s h o r G a l i l e a n 
affairs . 

T h o u g h J o s e p h u s h a d b e e n a p p o i n t e d by t h e J e r u s a l e m c o u n 
ci l a n d w a s u l t i m a t e l y r e s p o n s i b l e t o t h e m , even t s a t t h e cen te r 
m o v e d so r a p i d l y t h a t i t b e c a m e i m p o s s i b l e t o r e m o v e h i m , 
d e s p i t e t h e des i r e of a n e w l y c o n s t i t u t e d c o u n c i l t o d o so (Life 196; 
War 2:627). W e s h a l l r e t u r n t o t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s of t h i s a t t e m p t 
later, b u t for n o w we w i s h to u n d e r l i n e h o w q u i c k l y events w e n t o u t 
of t h e c o n t r o l of t h e p r o v i s i o n a l g o v e r n m e n t , as e a c h p a r t of t h e 
c o u n t r y w a s left t o i ts o w n devices . J o s e p h u s a p p e a l e d for h e l p 
to J e r u s a l e m o n t h e a r r i v a l of V e s p a s i a n , b u t n o n e w a s e i t he r 
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l ikely o r f o r t h c o m i n g (War 3:138-40). If t h i s r e p o r t is cor rec t , 
w a s h e n o w h o p i n g for a w h o l e s a l e s u r r e n d e r f r o m J e r u s a l e m , 
so t h a t h e t o o c o u l d h a v e r e s i g n e d w i t h d i g n i t y ? T h u s i n i ts h o u r 
of n e e d G a l i l e e w a s left to i ts o w n devices , a n d these p r o v e d to t a l l y 
i n a d e q u a t e , if i n d e e d t h e p e o p l e as a w h o l e h a d ever s e r ious ly 
c o n t e m p l a t e d o p p o s i n g t h e m i g h t of R o m e . I t c o u l d be a r g u e d 
t h a t h a d J o s e p h u s never b e e n sen t t o t h e p r o v i n c e t h e c o u n t r y 
p e o p l e w o u l d h a v e fared m u c h be t te r . H i s p r e s e n c e t h e r e g a v e 
t he i l l u s i o n of a p r o v i n c e i n r evo l t a n d r e a d y for w a r . Of c o u r s e , 
J o s e p h u s d i d n o t h i n g to des t roy t h a t i l l u s i o n for R o m a n r eade r s 
of War. L a t e r i n t h e Life a c c o u n t h e t r a n s f o r m e d h i s o w n r o l e 
f rom t h a t of rebe l g e n e r a l t o p e a c e k e e p e r a n d m o d e r a t e . I n a l l 
p r o b a b i l i t y h i s t r u e p o s i t i o n lay s o m e w h e r e i n b e t w e e n . H e w a s 
v a i n e n o u g h to t h i n k of h i m s e l f as a g r e a t g e n e r a l a n d a s p i r e d 
to t h e h o n o r s t h a t c a m e w i t h h i s office as g o v e r n o r of G a l i l e e . 
Yet h e w a s suff ic ient ly a s t u t e t o try t o r i d e o u t t h e s t o r m o n c e h e 
foresaw the i n e v i t a b l e defeat . T h e fact is t h a t w h i l e a l l o w i n g h i s 
van i t y to c h a l l e n g e R o m e a n d fai l , h i s a s t u t e n e s s m a d e i t p o s s i b l e 
for h i m to su rv ive w h e n a l l t h e o t h e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y l eaders 
pe r i shed . 

H o w d i d t h e p r o v i n c e t h a t h e h o p e d t o g o v e r n fare i n t h e 
R o m a n se t t l emen t? P r e s u m a b l y n o p e r m a n e n t a r r a n g e m e n t w a s 
m a d e w h i l e t h e w a r i n J u d a e a c o n t i n u e d , a n d u n f o r t u n a t e l y o u r 
sources a r e a l m o s t s i l en t a b o u t G a l i l e e w h e n i t d o e s c o m e to t h e 
f inal dec i s i on . B u t t h i s s i l ence m a y itself b e s i g n i f i c a n t , i n t h a t 
t h e R o m a n s felt t h a t n o d r a s t i c m e a s u r e s h a d t o be t a k e n to c o n 
t ro l t he p r o v i n c e . Of c o u r s e t h e o r d e r of V e s p a s i a n (War 7:216) 
to have the l and of the Jews leased (waaav yrjv arroboadcu T&v'lvSaiuv) 
d i d i n c l u d e G a l i l e e , a n d w e s h a l l d i scuss t h e soc ia l i m p l i c a t i o n s 
of th i s decree l a t e r . 5 7 I t d i d n o t itself m e a n a n e w p o l i t i c a l a r r a n g e 
m e n t , even t h o u g h w e k n o w t h a t a l a rge r p r o v i n c e of J u d a e a 
of s ena to r i a l r a n k w a s r e c o n s t i t u t e d , t h a t is , of t h e s a m e s t a t u s a s 
t he p r o v i n c e of Syr ia , w i t h a R o m a n l e g i o n (Decima Fretensis) 
p o s t e d o n t h e r u i n s of J e r u s a l e m (War 7:17). T h i s n e w p r o v i n c e 
i n c l u d e d n o t m e r e l y t h e s t r ic t ly J e w i s h t e r r i t o ry of t h e p r e - r e v o l t 
p r o v i n c e , b u t a l s o s o m e g e n t i l e c i t ies of t h e coas t f r o m R a p h i a 
to Caesa r ea as we l l as S a m a r i a . 5 8 W i t h i n t h i s n e w a r r a n g e m e n t 
t he ci ty t e r r i to r ies t h a t h a d p r o v e d so loya l t o R o m e h a d t h e i r 
s t a tus i nc reased as a d m i n i s t r a t i v e m u n i c i p a l i t i e s , w h e r e a s t h e 
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c o u n t r y a r eas w e r e m a n a g e d by t h e c e n t r a l R o m a n a u t h o r i t y . 
G r a d u a l l y h o w e v e r , t h e c i t ies b e g a n t o e n c r o a c h m o r e a n d m o r e , 
so t h a t by t h e t h i r d c e n t u r y a l m o s t t h e w h o l e of t h e p r o v i n c e w a s 
d i rec t ly c o n t r o l l e d by c i t ies w i t h i n t h e p r o v i n c i a l f r a m e w o r k . 5 9 

T h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n of t h e ha l f sheke l o f f e r ing for t h e t e m p l e i n t o 
t h e fiscus Judaicus to t h e C a p i t o l i n e J u p i t e r w a s a fu r the r b l o w 
to J e w i s h p r i d e , i n t h a t i t c h a l l e n g e d t h e d i s t i nc t i venes s of t h e 
Wvos TOOV IdvSdicov, w i t h o u t h o w e v e r r e m o v i n g i ts l ega l s t a tu s 
c o m p l e t e l y w i t h i n t h e R o m a n E m p i r e . T h e g e n e r a l r e c o g n i t i o n 
by t h e R o m a n s of t h e t i t le K'Bttn ( G r e e k Tarpiapxn^ as desig
n a t i n g t h e official h e a d of t h e J e w i s h p e o p l e p r o b a b l y o n l y c a m e 
i n t h e t i m e of R a b b i J u d a h I a r o u n d 170 C.E . , yet l o n g before t h a t 
i n t h e J a m n i a p e r i o d , p a r t i c u l a r l y u n d e r R a b b a n G a m a l i e l I F s 
l e a d e r s h i p , t h e c o u r t of J a m n i a b e g a n to t ake r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for 
J e w i s h affairs w i t h i n t h e E m p i r e a n d w a s r e c o g n i z e d by t h e 
I m p e r i a l a u t h o r i t i e s . W h i l e t h i s a r r a n g e m e n t suffered a s e r ious 
se tback i n t h e a f t e r m a t h of t h e B a r C o c h b a revo l t , i t g r a d u a l l y 
r e - emerged , a n d u n d e r t h e A n t o n i n e E m p e r o r s R a b b i J u d a h 
(170-220 C.E.) p u t J e w i s h sel f - rule o n a f i rm f o o t i n g o n c e m o r e 
w i t h i n t h e i m p e r i o d c o n s t i t u t i o n . 6 0 

N a t u r a l l y these d e v e l o p m e n t s h a d s e r i o u s r e p e r c u s s i o n s i n 
G a l i l e e . N u m i s m a t i c e v i d e n c e i n d i c a t e s t h a t a l r e a d y i n 68 C .E . 
S e p p h o r i s as a r e w a r d for i ts f a i th fu lness w a s a l l o w e d to s t r ike i ts 
o w n c o i n s w i t h t h e i n s c r i p t i o n s N E P f l N I A C a n d E I P E N O P O A I C 
'C i ty of P e a c e ' , t h u s c o n f i r m i n g t h e e v i d e n c e of Life c o n c e r n i n g 
t h e a t t i t u d e of t h e c i ty f rom t h e s t a r t . 6 1 T h i s c o n c e s s i o n m a y 
h a v e m e a n t a very ea r ly a d d i t i o n t o i ts t e r r i to ry , a n d n o d o u b t it 
w a s fu r the r i n c r e a s e d u n d e r H a d r i a n w h e n it rece ived t h e a d d e d 
n a m e , D i o c a e s a r e a . 6 2 T i b e r i a s , h o w e v e r w a s n o t so f o r t u n a t e . I t 
h a d to w a i t u n t i l t h e d e a t h of A g r i p p a II before its s t a tus w a s 
r e s to red , a n d even t h e n t h e r e m a y h a v e b e e n s o m e h e s i t a t i o n d u e 
to i ts m o r e d u b i o u s r e c o r d d u r i n g t h e r e v o l t . 6 3 E v e n t u a l l y a l l of 
L o w e r G a l i l e e w a s d i v i d e d b e t w e e n t h e t e r r i to r i es of these t w o 
c i t ies b u t U p p e r G a l i l e e a p p a r e n t l y c o n t i n u e d as t h e s e p a r a t e 
d i s t r i c t of T e t r a c o m i a . T h i s is bes t e x p l a i n e d by t h e s t r o n g per 
s i s t ence of J e w i s h v i l l a g e life i n t h e a r e a w h i c h h a d n o t been 
d i s t u r b e d by t h e r e v o l t . 6 4 T h e q u e s t i o n of G a l i l e e ' s i n v o l v e m e n t 
i n t h e B a r C o c h b a r evo l t is n o t a b s o l u t e l y c e r t a i n , b u t o n t h e 
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gene ra l l y accep ted a s s u m p t i o n t h a t it w a s n o t , 6 5 w e h a v e testi
m o n y of h o w effective t h i s R o m a n s e t t l e m e n t of t h e p r o v i n c e 
rea l ly w a s after t he first revol t . W e s h a l l h a v e to r e t u r n to t h i s 
q u e s t i o n i n t h e n e x t s ec t ion . 

CONCLUSION 

T h i s o u t l i n e of G a l i l e a n h i s t o r y u n d e r R o m a n d o m i n a 
t i o n f rom P o m p e y to H a d r i a n s h o w s t h a t , r e l a t ive ly s p e a k i n g , 
G a l i l e e fared be t te r t h a n J u d a e a u n d e r R o m a n r u l e . T h i s is 
o n l y as w e m i g h t expec t , s ince J e r u s a l e m w a s b o t h t he p o l i t 
ical a n d i d e o l o g i c a l cen te r of J u d a i s m w h e r e o p p o s i t i o n to 
R o m e w a s m o s t keen ly felt a n d exp re s sed . G a l i l e e h a d n o in 
d i v i d u a l p o l i t i c a l w i l l of i ts o w n a p a r t f rom t h e cen te r . H a v i n g 
been p o l i t i c a l l y d o m i n a t e d for so l o n g , G a l i l e a n J u d a i s m h a d 
c o m e to l ive w i t h G e n t i l e n e i g h b o r s a n d o v e r l o r d s . T h i s is n o t t o 
sugges t t h a t t h e r e g i o n d i d n o t h a v e its o w n i d e n t i t y as w e s h a l l 
see. R a t h e r i t u n d e r l i n e s t h e fact t h a t b o t h i ts g e o g r a p h i c a l fea
tu res a n d its h i s t o r i c a l c o n d i t i o n i n g h a d m a d e it a r e g i o n r a t h e r 
t h a n a c o u n t r y , a p r o v i n c e r a t h e r t h a n a n a s p i r i n g s ta te . G a b i n 
i u s ' e x p e r i m e n t o r J o s e p h u s ' efforts c o u l d n o t c h a n g e t h e c o u r s e 
of h i s to ry . U n d e r H e r o d A n t i p a s i t a c q u i r e d a c e r t a i n i d e n t i t y 
a n d s tab i l i ty , b u t o n l y a t t h e p r i c e of soc ia l t e n s i o n s t h a t w e r e 
to e m e r g e so very c lear ly a t t h e t i m e of cr i s i s . 
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N O T E S F O R C H A P T E R 3 

1 Josephus highlights the effects of the feud in terms of loss of territory, tribute to 
be paid and the transfer of kingship from high priests to commoners, Ant 14:77f. On 
Roman expansionist policy in general cf. E. Badian, 'Patron -State and Client-State', 
reprinted from Roman Imperialism in the Late Republic, Oxford, B. Blackwell, 
1968, in Imperialism in the Roman Republic, ed. E.S. Gruen, New York, Holt, 
Rinehart and Winston, 1970, 102-10; also, M. Avi-Yonah, 'The Rise of Rome', 
W.H.Her.P., 3-25. E. Bammel, 'Die Neuordnung des Pompeius und das romisch-
judische Bundnis' ZDPV 75(1959) 76-88, discusses the legal implication of Pompey's 
action and concludes that the earlier treaty between Rome and the Jews, dating to 
Maccabaean times, was not abolished but temporarily put in abeyance. External 
circumstances were to help the Jews subsequently yet Pompey's action was the 
beginning of the transformation of the old treaty into a foedus inaequum. 

2 Alt, 'Die Vorstufen zur Eingliederung Galilaas in das Romische Reich', G.P. 6, 
423-35, esp. 427. 

3 Schiirer, Geschichte, 1,299f, n. 25, on the basis of those cities whose coins have the 
Pompeian era, especially in the Dekapolis, argues for other cities also. Cf. H. 
Bietenhard , 'Die Dekapolis von Pompeius bis Traian. Ein Kapitel aus der 
neutestamentlichen Zeitgeschichte', ZDPV 79(1963) 24-58, esp. 33-7. 

4 Schalit, 'The Fall of the Hasmonaean Dynasty and the Roman Conquest', W.H. 
Her.P., 26-43, esp. 36, based on Ant 20:244 and Cicero, Ad Atticum VI,2.4. 

5 Avi-Yonah, The Holy Land, 79; however, Alt, 'Die Vorstufen', G.P.6, 426, n.3., 
doubts about Idumaea because it had not previously belonged to the cultic commun
ity, but had been forcibly judaized. Cf. n.7. 

6 Schalit, 'The Fall', W.H.Her.P., 36, thinks that Pompey's measures were only 
temporary, since he hoped to eventually subjugate the Jews totally. However, 
Bammel, 'Die Neuordnung', points to the abnormality of the situation in purely legal 
terms, and hence the Senate's reluctance to ratify it, (79, n. 23). Nor is it likely that the 
subsequent arrangement of Gabinius was ever ratified, if indeed he had not himself 
begun to dismantle it after his return from Egypt (80f). Cf. further, E. Bammel, 'The 
Organization of Palestine by Gabinius*, JJS 4(1959) 159-62. 

7 Thus Alt, 'Vorstufen', G.P.6, 426, n.3. Schiirer, Geschichte, 1, 339, n.5; Schalit, 
'The Fall', W.H.Her.P., 65f; Avi-Yonah, The Holy Land, 79; Reicke, New Testament 
Era, 83, all assume that Idumaea was part of Judaea because it had been judaized. Yet 
this may be questioned on the basis of Ant 15:253f, where we hear of Herod's 
appointee, Costobar, attempting to establish its independence because of its different 
religious tradition. B. Kanael, 'The Partition of Judaea by Gabinius', IEJ 7(1957)98-
106, recognizes the problem but suggests that the resistance to Judaism in Idumaea 
was not likely to have been as great as in Samaria, and so he feels free to include the 
greater part of the territory with Judaea (excluding Marisa), and to locate Gabinius' 
fifth district there. 

8 Alt, 'Vorstufen', G.P.6, 427f. 
9 The list of cities restored by Gabinius is not identical with that given earlier for 

Pompey, Ant 14:75f; War l:155f. Alt suggests that this may have been due to the speed 
of 'he restoration in some cases, 'Vorstufen', G.P.6, 424, n.2. 

1 0 The others were Jerusalem, Jericho, Amathus (in Peraea) and Gadara (or 
Gadora, MS,P). However there is doubt about this latter, since the Greek city of that 
name is impossible, and Gazara (Gezer) in NW Judaea is suggested by Marcus, Loeb 
Josephus, VII, 494, n.d. Avi-Yonah, The Holy Land, 84, seems to favor Kanael's 
position, 'The Partition', 98f, that Adorais should be read and the fifth council 
located in eastern Idumaea. 

1 1 Thabor (Itabyrion) had been a military fortress since the time of the Ptolemies, 
and the Jewish insurgents used it as a center of refuge during the first revolt. It is 
possible that the Romans had a garrison there. 

1 2 'Vorstufen', G.P. 6, 429. 
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1 3 Both accounts stress that the arrangement was in accord with Antipater's wishes. 
The exact nature of the appointment is not clear. Bammel, 'The Organization of 
Palestine', 161f, suggests that he was made financial supervisor of the partitioned 
Jerusalem in 55 B.C.E. A. Momigliano, Guidea Romana. Ricerche sulV Organiz-
zazione della Guidea sotto il Dominio Romano (63 a.C-70 d.C) Reprint Amsterdam, 
1967, (hereafter Ricerche), 8f, also argues that already in 55 C.E. Gabinius had dealt 
his own reorganization a severe blow by replacing Peitholaus as head of the Jeru
salem synod with Hyrcanus. 

1 4 A. Biichler, 'The Priestly Dues and the Roman Taxes in the Edicts of Caesar in 
studies in Jewish History, ed J. Brodie and J. Rabbinowitz, Oxford, Univ. Press, 
1956, 1-23, esp. 20ff. 

1 5 Momigliano, Richerche, 7-19, and Schalit, Herodes, 754-9 and 777-81, for a 
full discussion. 

1 6 Josephus describes Antipater asr^s 'lovSaias €xt/i«X»?r^s at Ant 14:139 whereas 
he calls him kirLrpowos at 14:143. As already indicated (above, n.13) he may have held 
the former office since 55, whereas the latter was apparently conferred on him in 47, 
after Caesar's return from Egypt. From War 1:225 compared with Ant 14:280 (with 
reference to Herod) the former could mean 'governor'; cf. Marcus, Loeb Josephus 
VII, 514f, n.d. Momigliano opts for the role of financial controller, or overseer for 
the Romans of the synodal districts, if he had the title already in 55. Later his role 
must have been similar to that of the procurators of imperial times. 

1 7 Alt, 'Hellenistische Stadte und Domanen in Galilaa', G.P. 3, 384-95, esp. 388f 
shows that the territory of the Megiddo plain belonged to the different ruling houses 
in an unbroken line from the Ptolemies down to Roman Imperial times. Cf. also 
Schiirer, Geschichte, 1,345ff, and Biichler, 'Priestly Dues', 18f, who, however, argues 
that the villages of the Great Plain, but not Scythopolis or its territory, were returned 
to Hyrcanus because of their predominantly Jewish population. This may be true, 
but the real reason would seem to be that as King's land these territories had been the 
private possession of the Hasmonaeans, as the decrees of Caesar seem to explicitly 
affirm: 'the villages . . . . which Hyrcanus and his ancestors before him possessed 
{Ant 14:207). 

1 8 There is no explicit record of any such gift of Jewish territory, as Schiirer, 
Geschichte, 1, 347f, n. 25; Marcus, Loeb Josephus, VII, 559, n. e; Biichler, 'Priestly 
Dues', 20ff all observe. Schiirer speaks of a possible gift by Pompey to Syrian dynasts, 
but does not further specify what Jewish territory could be in question. As the argu
ment of the following paragraph suggests, this could only have been in Galilee, 
tentatively suggested also by Biichler, art. cit. 22. He had pointed out earlier that 
Tyre, Askalon and Sidon were civitates foederatae, and Rome would not normally 
interfere in their internal affairs, yet the decrees of Caesar concerning the Jews were 
to be published in those places. Another reason may have been as a warning against 
further encroachment, and thus related to the present senatus consultus. 

1 9 Alt, 'Vorstufen', G.P. 6, 428 makes this point forcibly. 
2 0 Peitholaus and Malichus are good examples of this situation. The former fought 

against Alexander, Ant 14:84, but for Antigonus, Ant 14:120. The latter remained 
loyal to Hyrcanus but was fiercely anti-Herodian, Ant 14:84.277.293. 

2 1 Both accounts agree that it was the Syrians, not the Galileans, who were relieved 
at his death. The indignation felt in Jerusalem at Herod's peremptory action in 
putting him to death without a Sanhedrin trial, Ant 14:167; War 1:209, suggests that 
the Hasmonaean aristocracy could sense their own fate. 

2 2 Marcus, Loeb Josephus, VII, 599, n. d, thinks that Ant is a correction of War, 
against Momigliano, Ricerche, 37f, who regards it as quite probable that Herod 
held both posts at different times. 

2 3 Schalit, 'The End of the Hasmonaean Dynasty and the Rise of Herod', W.H. 
Her.P., 44-70, esp. 63, regards the story of Herod's surprise at being appointed king 
a fabrication to justify his taking the throne from the Hasmonaeans. 

2 4 Cf. below, ch. 4, II, (iii) on the significance of this foundation. 
2 5 Cf. below, ch. 6, II, on the significance of Judas' rising. 
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2 6 We know that Herod's kingdom was divided into various regions and that 
trusted individuals called ttepidapxh* (cf. Ant 15:216) were put in charge of these, 
like his brother-in-law Costobar in Idumaea. Since we do not hear of any such ap
pointment for Galilee it is a fair assumption that he retained his special charge of 
the province which he had held on his way to power. Cf. M. Stern, 'The Reign of 
Herod and the Herodian Dynasty', in Compendia, 1. 216-307, esp. 272, for Herod's 
subsequent relations with Galilee. 

2 7 Cf. the detailed discussion of the foundation of both places in ch. 4, II, (i) and (ii). 
2 8 Avi-Yonah, The Holy Land, 96. 
2 9 Hoehner, Antipas, 103-5, attempts to reconcile the conflicting accounts of 

Josephus (Ant 17:342-4; War 2:111), Strabo (Geographica, XVI,2.46) and Dio Cassius 
(History, LV,27.6) concerning the circumstances of Archelaus' deposition. According 
to Dio it was Antipas and Philip who proferred the charges, whereas Strabo says 
that all three brothers were summoned to answer charges, and Josephus claims that 
it was the Jews and Samaritans who accused Archelaus, with no mention of Antipas. 

3 0 Hoehner, Antipas, 105-9, giving the text of two inscriptions (OGIS 1, 416-7) 
which apparently refer to Antipas (the only Herodian with the title tetrarch) and use 
the name %UpQ8ov. Josephus attributes it to him after the deposition of Archelaus, 
War 2:167: 'Hpyfoys 6 KXiytei's 'Airkras . 

3 1 Mentioned in War 4:413 and not to be confused with the city of that name in the 
Dekapolis. For a discussion of its location cf. Hoehner, Antipas, 289f. 

3 2 Schiirer, Geschichte, 2, 244; A.M.H. Jones, The Herods of Judaea, Oxford, 
the Clarendon Press, 2nd print. 1967, 8-3; E.M. Smallwood, 'High Priests and 
Politics in Roman Palestine', JTS 13(1962) 17-37; Momigliano, Ricerche, 64-72; 
H. Mantel, 'The High Priesthood and the Sanhedrin in the Time of the Second 
Temple', W.H.Her.P., 264-73. 

3 3 According to Ant 18:25If, Agrippa accused Antipas of having equipment for 
70,000 foot-soldiers, and the latter admitted to the charge. While the number is 
unlikely there is nothing improbable about Antipas having a private army in view of 
the war with the Nabataeans. 

3 4 Thus Stern, Compendia, 1, 294f. His courting of the Sadducees may be seen in 
his appointments to the High Priesthood: after first appointing a Boethusian, Simon 
Cantheras, to the office, his next two appointments were from the influential house 
of Ananus. 

3 5 Momigliano, Ricerche, 80, suggests that the real reason was Agrippa I's misman
agement of financial affairs, as indicated by Ant 18:242. 

3 6 There are several examples of direct oversight by the governor of Syria in Judaean 
affairs, even though the latter ranked as a province, Tacitus, Ann. 11,42.5; Jose
phus War 2:117. We hear of Varus (Ant 17:89); Quirinius (Ant 17:355); Vitellius 
(Ant 18:89); Petronius (Ant 18:261-3; War 2:185ff); Quadratus (Ant 20:125-30); 
Cestius Gallus (War 2:280-3; Life 23f), all intervening in Judaean affairs even though 
there was a Roman procurator at hand in all but the case of Varus. 

3 7 For a brief but good discussion of the issues and a relevant recent bibliography, 
cf. Stern, Compendia, 1, 374-6: 'The Conflict between the Samaritans and the Jews 
under Cumanus according to Josephus and Tacitus', Appendix II. 

3 8 On the date of this transfer cf. below, ch. 4, n.69. 
3 9 Rome may not have seen him as an impeccable ally for he does not seem to have 

been involved in the war after the question concerning his viceroy, Philip, had 
necessitated the latter being sent to Rome, Life 407-9. 

4 0 In attempting to unravel the relationship between War and Life, I have found the 
study of S. Cohen, Josephus in Galilee and Rome: His Vita and Development as a 
Historian, Columbia University, Ph.D. 1975, published by University Microfilms, 
Ann Arbor, Mich., 1976 very helpful. I gratefully acknowledge Dr. Cohen's permis
sion to use this study before its publication. In ch. 2,33-72, he has a clear statement of 
the issue and a helpful survey of the various solutions that have been offered. Cf. also, 
A. Schalit, 'Josephus und Justus: Studien zur Vita des Josephus', Klio 26( 1933) 67-95. 
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4 1 In War John is the aggressor and a brigand, whereas here he is the concerned 
aristocrat who counter-attacks only after his native place has been sacked. For a 
discussion of John's revolutionary stance cf. below, ch. 6, III. 

4 2 The MS evidence at Life 44 is uncertain and the emendation of Thackeray, 
Loeb Josephus, I, 18, to TaQapriPol and Ztayavaloi is not very helpful, as Cohen, 
Josephus in Galilee, 36, n.6, points out. There were two Soganes, one in Gaulan 
which is unlikely, and the other in Galilee which was Jewish. Besides, it is difficult 
to imagine the Gadarenes attacking Gischala, a border town of Upper Galilee. 

4 3 Part of the reason was undoubtedly social and cultural, as will emerge in later 
chapters. Cf. Life 375.384 where Galilean hatred of Tiberias is emphatically stated 
and not unlikely, even if it fits in well with Josephan polemic. Life 177 tells of an 
episode concerning Justus' brother, who was punished by the Galileans for forging 
letters, but it is not possible to determine the details of the incident further. 

4 4 In view of Sepphoris' subsequent attitude it is worth noting Life 31, where we 
hear of some of its citizens being kept hostage by the Romans at Dor. 

4 5 This can be substantiated by the campaigns of Antiochus III, Scopas, Herod, 
Antigonus, Varus and Placidus. 

4 6 Schiirer, Geschichte, 1, 607 and 617, and many others following him. Cohen, 
Josephus in Galilee, 334f, n.16 has a list of those who espouse this position. D.M. 
Rhoads, Israel in Revolution, 6-74 C.E., A Political History based on the Writings 
of Josephus, Philadelphia, Fortress Press, 1976, is a recent attempt to reexamine 
this position, suggesting various reasons why it might be misleading to describe 
the Sadducean aristocracy as moderate, 'that is, those who remained in Jerusalem, 
preparing to defend against the Romans, but who would have been willing to accept 
the right kind of terms, were they offered" (150-3). Cohen's approach is more radical, 
denying that the leaders of the revolutionary government were ever moderate, in
cluding Josephus. In discussing such terms as 'peace party', 'moderate', 'war party' 
(328f), he rightly emphasizes that these must be understood as very fluid terms, 
because of the mixed motives that must have been at work in all sectors of the people. 
S. Zeitlin, 'A Survey of Jewish Historiography: From the Biblical Books to the Sefer 
ha-Kabbalah, with special Emphasis on Josephus', JQR 59(1968) 171-214 and 60 
(1969) 37-68, espouses the view that Josephus, like the provisional government, 
was inwardly for peace but outwardly adopted a war stance to placate the Zealots. 
Hence, he regards Life as giving the true historical picture of Josephus' attitudes 
in Galilee. 

4 7 Cf. below, n.50. 
4 8 The approach of M. Avi-Yonah, 'The Missing Fortress of Flavius Josephus; IEJ 

3(1953) 94-8 and M. Har-El, 'The Zealot Fortresses in Galilee', IEJ 22(1972) 123-30, 
does not query the reliability of Josephus' account but concerns itself only with the 
location of the fortresses and the possibility of strategic communication between 
them (Har-El). However, there is no evidence of any such strategic planning either 
before or during the Galilean campaign, and we can be sure that Josephus would not 
have missed the opportunity to stress the point, especially in War, had such ideas 
been operative. 

4 9 Cf. War 2:646, where the revolt of Sepphoris is mentioned almost as an after
thought in conjunction with that of Tiberias. Josephus would have us believe that he 
allowed his soldiers to take spoils and then insisted that they return them in order to 
let the inhabitants know at once his authority and his magnanimity. 

5 0 Cf. below, ch. 6, III, for a full discussion of Josephus' 'revolutionary' tendencies, 
which Cohen accepts to be genuine, Josephus in Galilee, esp. 372-7. He argues 
that Josephus' main army, as distinct from the militia, which were part-time, was 
made up of \y<rTai, with whom he made a deal, Life 77. He also finds further evidence 
of this in Josephus' address to his troops, exhorting them to refrain from pillage, 
War 2:581 f. 

5 1 C . Roth, 'The Historical Implications of the Jewish coinage of the First Revolt', 
IEJ 12(1962) 33-46, has made this point, drawing attention to the fact that the coins 
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of the first year were silver, clearly designed on the model of theTyrian half-shekel, 
with the inscription ^ptprPSn ^iOBP bpV) and on the obverserwnpn D'^tPIT 
These indicate that it was an urban mint, and that the country was subordinated 
to the city, in striking contrast to the Maccabees, whose coins show that they iden
tified with the Jewish people as such. 

5 2 Suetonius, Lives: Vespasian, 4,5, says that an eagle was captured in the defeat 
of Cestius Gallus, who apparently died that winter, 'fato aut taedio occidit', as 
Tacitus, Histories V,10 puts it. Life 30, mentions the apprehensions of the people of 
Sepphoris in 66, and their overtures of loyalty to Rome. 

5 3 Cohen, Josephus in Galilee, 187-9, has shown that the various strategems, six 
in all, used by Josephus to repulse the Romans, can be documented from Greco-
Roman literature. Thus the whole account is likely to have been a free composition 
to glorify the general's ingenuity. However, he also recognizes that while Josephus 
often exaggerates, he rarely invents totally fictitious narratives (362, n.44). We do hear 
of the siege elsewhere, Life 350, and apparently the site was a strategic one as far back 
as Assyrian times, since it appears on the list of places conquered by Tiglathpilesar. 

5 4 A section of the wall was broken down, not to let the army enter (War 3:460), but 
to indicate subjugation (cf. War 4:117f). On the attitude of Tiberias throughout the 
whole campaign, cf. below, ch. 4, II, (ii). 

5 5 Cohen, Josephus in Galilee,/292-307, has a detailed discussion of the material 
dealing with both Gamala and Philip in War and Life. He adopts a modified version 
of the proposal of R. Laqueur, Der Jusische Historiker, Flavius Josephus, Giessen 
1920, to the effect that Josephus had written a history of Gamala or of Agrippa II's 
kingdom, which he now draws on to refute certain charges of Justus. Schalit, 'Jo
sephus und Justus', esp. 80-91, also sees the treatment of Philip in Life as an answer 
to charges made by Justus, accusing Josephus of being the real cause of the trouble 
in Gamala, leading to the death of some of Justus' kinsmen, Life 177f,186. 

5 6 Thackeray,Loeb Josephus, 111,19, n.c, notes that the height of Thabor is 1312 ft. 
and the length of its table-land is 3000 ft., not 30 and 26 stadia respectively as sug
gested by Josephus. 

5 7 Momigliano, Ricerche, 85, against Schiirer, Geschichte 1, 650, who points out 
that the expression rS»v 'lovSa'uav should not be interpreted of Judaea in the narrow 
sense, but of all Jewish land, including Galilee and Peraea but excluding that of 
the restored cities. 

5 8 Avi-Yonah, The Holy Land 110-12. 
5 9 A.M.H. Jones, 'The Urbanization of Palestine', JRS 21(1931) 78-85. 
6 0 S. Safrai, 'Jewish Self-Government', Compendia, I, 377-419, esp. 404-12, has a 

good summary of the overall situation in the Jamnia period, with special emphasis 
on the Rabbinic literature. The title tOBtf was in all probability first translated 
by k&vapxn*, according to Origen, (Ep. ad Africanus, 14.P.G. 11, 84f), to describe an 
office that extended back to Maccabaean times, 1 Mace 14:47; 15:1. However, Origen 
also indicates that the title waTpiapxns was in use in his day to describe the official 
head of Judaism (Sel. in Ps., Ad Ps. 89,1 PG 12:1056). According to Hengel it em
phasized more the spiritual qualities of the nasi' for hellenistic Judaism, clear evi
dence for which is now to be found in the Stobi inscription; cf. M. Hengel, 'Die 
Synagogeninschrift von Stobi', ZNW 57(1966), 145-83, esp. 152-5 and notes. On the 
reorganization of Judaism after 70 C.E. cf. further, Meyer, Tradition und Neu-
schopfung, 71-5. 

6 1 Cohen, Josephus in Galilee, 7-12, gives a summary of the debate concerning the 
correct reading and interpretation of the coins in question, following H. Seyrig, 
Numismatic Chronicle 10(1950) 284-98. He explains the possible reference to revolu
tionary tendencies in Sepphoris, War 2:574; 3:61; Life 31, as part of Josephan 
polemic and/or self-defense, and concludes that the city may indeed have fortified 
itself, but only as a protection to hostile Galileans, and not as a preparation for war 
against Rome. 
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6 2 Jones. 'The Urbanization of Palestine', 82. 
6 3 Below in detail, ch. 4, II, (ii). 
6 4 S. Klein, Neue Beitrdge zur Geschichte und Geographie Galilaas, Vienna 1923, 

argues from silence in the Jewish sources concerning settlements in Upper Galilee 
until after 135 C.E. to the conclusion that the Romans had devastated that area during 
the first revolt. However, the administrative arrangement after 70 as well as the 
course of the war, as outlined by Josephus, would appear to make this highly 
improbable. 

6 5 Already A. Biichler, 'Die Schauplatz des Bar Kochba-Krieges', JQR 16(1904) 
192-205 had argued against A. Schlatter that no case could be made for Galilean 
involvement in the second revolt on the basis of such rabbinic texts as p. Ta'an 4: 
69a and Qph R\:\, which refer to Galilean loyalty to the temple and which Schlatter 
had sought to interpret in relation to an alleged attempt to rebuild the temple under 
Hadrian. More recent discoveries in the Judaean desert have not given any clearer 
evidence of Galilean involvement, pace H. Mantel, 'The Causes of the Bar Coqba 
Revolt', JQR 58(1968) 224-42 and 274-96, who applies the statement of p.Peah 7, 
20a to Galilee also: 'Olive trees were few, tor Hadrian the wicked came and de
stroyed the whole land' (294). Galileans are referred to in one of the letters trom the 
Judaean desert related to the revolt, Mur 43, but there is no agreement about the 
meaning of the reference. The letter from Simon ben Kosiba himself, is addressed 
to Yesua ben Galgulah, who apparently was in charge of a rebel camp, whose loca
tion is unknown. A solemn warning is given: 'if any of the Galileans who are with 
you is mistreated I shall put irons on your feet'. Unfortunately the reading of the 
Hebrew word, here translated as 'mistreated' is uncertain, and other translations 
have been suggested like 'guard well' or 'is missing'. The Galileans could either 
be Jews or Jewish Christians (Milik), and so it is not clear whether they had been 
engaged in the struggle or had been taken captive. For a discussion cf. J.T. Milik, 
'line lettre de Simeon Bar Kokeba' RB 60(1953) 276-94 and later, Discoveries in the 
Judaean Desert, II, ed. P. Benoit, J.T. Milik and R. de Vaux, Oxford 1961, 160ff. 
J.J. Rabbinowitz, 'Note sur le lettre de Bar Kokbha', RB 61(1954) 191f; S.A. Birn-
baum, 'Bar Kokhba and Akiba', PEQ 86(1954) 23-33; J. Fitzmyer, 'The Bar Cochba 
Period', in Essays on the Semitic Background to the New Testament, London 1971, 
305-51, esp. 339. This article was first published in 1962. 





Part Two 
SOCIAL AND CULTURAL 





CHAPTER FOUR 
T H E C I T I E S A N D T H E H E L L E N I S T I C E T H O S O F G A L I L E E 

M u c h of t h e ea r l i e r d i s c u s s i o n of H e l l e n i s m i n G a l i l e e h a s 
been c o n d u c t e d o n t h e a s s u m p t i o n t h a t H e l l e n i s m a n d 
J u d a i s m were t w o m u t u a l l y o p p o s e d , even hos t i l e cu l t u r a l 

forces tha t c o u l d n o t a n d d id n o t tolerate each o ther . Accord ing ly , 
m a n y of the s igns of Greek inf luence in the p r o v i n c e have been taken 
to p rove tha t the p o p u l a t i o n there w a s n o n - J e w i s h a n d the e thos 
t h o r o u g h l y p a g a n . T h i s s ta te of affairs c o n t i n u e d , i t is a r g u e d , 
u n t i l t h e j u d a i z a t i o n of G a l i l e e - t o u s e Sch i i r e r ' s p h r a s e - u n d e r 
A r i s t o b o l u s a n d A l e x a n d e r J a n n a e u s , a n d w a s m e r e l y t h e c o n 
t i n u a t i o n of c o n d i t i o n s t h a t r e a c h e d b a c k to t h e fall of t h e 
n o r t h e r n k i n g d o m , o r even p o s s i b l y to t h e I s rae l i t e o c c u p a t i o n of 
t h e n o r t h . I n t h i s v iew, it is seen as n o c o i n c i d e n c e t h a t I s a i a h 
i n t he e i g h t h c e n t u r y B .C .E . a n d t h e a u t h o r of 1 Mace i n t h e 
s e c o n d c a n s p e a k of ' G a l i l e e of t h e Gent i les* (Is 8:23; 1 Mace 5:23), 
s ince t h e e x p r e s s i o n a p t l y de sc r ibed e t h n i c a n d soc ia l c o n d i t i o n s 
the re t h r o u g h o u t t h i s w h o l e p e r i o d . H o w e v e r , w e h a v e a l r e a d y 
seen t h a t Sch i i re r ' s t h e o r y a b o u t j u d a i z a t i o n is n o t very so l id ly 
based o n t h e ev idence of t h e t i m e n o r o n t h e ea r l i e r h i s t o r i c a l 
p r o b a b i l i t i e s . 1 F u r t h e r m o r e , M a r t i n H e n g e l ' s m o n u m e n t a l 
s t udy of J u d a i s m a n d H e l l e n i s m h a s s h o w n de f in i t ive ly t h a t a l l 
of P a l e s t i n i a n J u d a i s m w a s t h o r o u g h l y h e l l e n i z e d by t h e s e c o n d 
c e n t u r y B .C .E . C o n s e q u e n t l y t h e q u e s t i o n of G r e e k i n f l u e n c e s 
o n J e w i s h life a n d p r a c t i c e h a s to be p o s e d i n a n e w w a y , s ince 
o b v i o u s l y t h e r e w e r e w i t h i n J u d a i s m di f ferent r e a c t i o n s t o t h i s 
e n c o u n t e r w i t h t h e l a rge r c u l t u r a l w o r l d , r a n g i n g f r o m to t a l 
a b a n d o n m e n t of J e w i s h life a n d p r a c t i c e t o e x t r e m e o p p o s i t i o n 
to a l l t h a t H e l l e n i s m s t o o d fo r . 2 

O n e of t he p r o b l e m s of d e a l i n g w i t h t h e e x t e n t of H e l l e n i s m ' s 
i n f l u e n c e o n G a l i l e a n J u d a i s m is t h e a b s e n c e of a n y f i r s t - h a n d 
l i te rary sources , a t leas t for t h e ea r l i e r p e r i o d . A c c o r d i n g l y , w e 
m u s t try t o e v a l u a t e t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e of t h e v a r i o u s i n d i c a t i o n s 
of ac t ive h e l l e n i s t i c i n f l u e n c e the re , c o n s c i o u s t h a t even w h e n w e 
d o f ind J u d a i s m i n d i rec t a n d i m m e d i a t e c o n t a c t w i t h o u t s i d e 
in f luences i n v a r i o u s s p h e r e s of life, t h e i m m e d i a t e r e s u l t w a s 
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n o t a l w a y s to ta l c o l l a p s e of t h e o l d e r w a y of life. If, a s w e h a v e 
a r g u e d , I s rae l i t e r e l i g i o n su rv ived t h e v a r i o u s e x t e r n a l forces 
of t h e g r e a t p o w e r s f r o m t h e A s s y r i a n t o t h e P e r s i a n p e r i o d s , w h a t 
n e w fac tors c o u l d H e l l e n i s m d r a w o n t h a t m i g h t a p p r e c i a b l y a l t e r 
t h e J e w i s h r e s p o n s e ? O n e i m m e d i a t e l y t h i n k s of t h e c i t ies as t h e 
m o s t l ike ly n e w a g e n t s for far r e a c h i n g soc ia l a n d c u l t u r a l 
c h a n g e , a n d i t is o n these t h a t w e s h a l l focus o u r a t t e n t i o n i n 
t h i s c h a p t e r , c o n s c i o u s t h a t t h e c i t ies a l o n e d o n o t tell t h e w h o l e 
s to ry of G a l i l e e ' s m e e t i n g w i t h t h e n e w c u l t u r e . T h i s p r o c e d u r e 
r e c o m m e n d s itself p a r t i c u l a r l y for G a l i l e e , s ince , i t w a s precise ly 
i n t h e s u r r o u n d i n g c i rc le t h a t I s rae l i t e a n d la te r J e w i s h bel ievers 
e x p e r i e n c e d t h e t h r e a t of t h e o u t s i d e r , as t h e e x p r e s s i o n D'Un 

9 Yakikaia a\\o<t>v\u)i> s ugges t s . I t is n o a c c i d e n t t h a t 
i t w a s i n t h i s very c i rc le , t h a t is , t h e o u t e r p e r i m e t e r of G a l i l e e , 
t h a t w e f ind a l l t h e m a j o r h e l l e n i s t i c f o u n d a t i o n s . 3 N a t u r a l l y , 
t h e i m m e d i a t e s p h e r e of i n f l u e n c e of e a c h w a s c o n f i n e d to i ts o w n 
te r r i to ry , b u t i n e v i t a b l y w i d e r c o n t a c t s w e r e set u p b e t w e e n t h e 
d i f fe ren t c i t ies a n d t h e i r p o p u l a t i o n s p r i m a r i l y , b u t a l s o w i t h t h e 
l a r g e r r u r a l h i n t e r l a n d i n so fa r as t h i s served as t h e s o u r c e of neces
sary s u p p l i e s o r r e q u i r e d o u t l e t s for p r o d u c e f rom t h e i n t e r i o r . 
H o w e v e r , i t is o n l y p o s s i b l e t o j u d g e t h e l ike ly effect of these 
r e l a t i o n s o n t h e o l d e r p o p u l a t i o n w h e n t h e c h a r a c t e r of e a c h 
f o u n d a t i o n h a s b e e n t h o r o u g h l y e x a m i n e d a n d i ts m i l i t a r y , c o m 
m e r c i a l a n d a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l i n k s w i t h t h e w h o l e of G a l i l e e 
p r o b e d i n d e t a i l . 

I n t h e h e l l e n i s t i c p e r i o d t h e i n s t i t u t i o n of t h e polis h a d b e e n 
m o d i f i e d c o n s i d e r a b l y f r o m t h a t of c lass ica l t i m e s to m e e t t h e 
d e m a n d s of A l e x a n d e r ' s a n d h i s successors ' p o l i t i c a l a m b i t i o n s . 4 

I n s t e a d of b e i n g a b s o l u t e l y free a n d a u t o n o m o u s t h e ci ty be
c a m e p a r t of a n e t w o r k d e s i g n e d to s p r e a d t h e G r e e k w a y of life i n 
t h e c o n q u e r e d t e r r i to r i e s . N e w f o u n d a t i o n s s p r a n g u p a n d o l d e r 
o r i e n t a l c i t ies c h a n g e d t h e i r c h a r a c t e r c o n s i d e r a b l y w i t h t h e 
i n f l u x of p o p u l a t i o n a n d t h e r e p l a c e m e n t of t h e o l d e r p o l i t i c a l 
o r d e r by t h e d e m o c r a t i c G r e e k o n e . Yet u r b a n i z a t i o n in t h e 
sense of a radica l ly n e w life-style a n d e thos is n o t j u s t d e p e n d e n t o n 
t h e n u m b e r of n e w o r c h a n g e d c i t ies i n t h e a rea . T h e m a n n e r of 
t h e i r f o u n d a t i o n a n d the i r w i d e r r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e s u r r o u n d i n g 
c o u n t r y s i d e a r e a l l i m p o r t a n t f ac to r s . 5 I n h e l l e n i s t i c t i m e s s o m e 
a t leas t of t h e n e w f o u n d a t i o n s w e r e i n i t i a l l y i n t e n d e d as c o l o n i e s 
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of G r e e k ve t e r ans w h o s e p r e s e n c e i n a n a r e a i n s u r e d i ts l oya l ty 
a n d t h e s t ab i l i ty of p o l i t i c a l life for t h e c e n t r a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 
S o m e t i m e s t o o a n u m b e r of v i l l ages w e r e fused t o g e t h e r i n w h a t 
w a s t echn ica l l y k n o w n as a s y n o e c i s m , t h e r e b y r e p l a c i n g t h e 
m o r e a n c i e n t c l a n p a t t e r n of life w i t h o n e b a s e d o n c i t i z e n s h i p b u t 
w i t h o u t a n y necessary d i s p l a c e m e n t of t h e n a t i v e p o p u l a t i o n . 6 

N o t a l l f o u n d a t i o n s e n j o y e d even t h e m o d i f i e d s t a t u s of a polis 
of t h e h e l l e n i s t i c e p o c h so t h a t t h e d i v i d i n g l i n e b e t w e e n c i ty 
a n d v i l l age is n o t easy t o d e t e r m i n e . 7 A l l t hese c o n s i d e r a t i o n s 
a r e i m p o r t a n t i n d e c i d i n g t h e o r t h o g e n e t i c as d i s t i n c t f r o m t h e 
h e t e r o g e n e t i c f u n c t i o n of e a c h i n d i v i d u a l f o u n d a t i o n . A n y c i ty o r 
l a rge f o u n d a t i o n w i l l f u n c t i o n m o r e eas i ly a s a n a g e n t for soc ia l 
c h a n g e i n a w i d e r a r e a if i t a r i ses o u t of l oca l n e e d s a n d is n o t 
i m p o s e d f rom t h e o u t s i d e , t h u s b e i n g seen by t h e n a t i v e s as a 
s y m b o l of a l i e n d o m i n a t i o n a n d o p p r e s s i o n . 

As t h e f o l l o w i n g d e t a i l e d survey w i l l s h o w a l l of these fac tors 
were o p e r a t i v e i n v a r y i n g degrees i n t h e f o u n d a t i o n s of G a l i l e e . 
Of t h e ea r l i e r f o u n d a t i o n s S c y t h o p o l i s a n d P h i l o t e r i a i n t h e 
i n t e r i o r w e r e h e l l e n i z e d v e r s i o n s of o l d e r cen te r s , B e t h S h e a n a n d 
Be th Yerach , w h i l e t h e s a m e a p p l i e s t o P t o l e m a i s / A c c h o o n t h e 
coas t . O t h e r f o u n d a t i o n s s u c h as A n t i o c h i a a n d Se l euc i a s eem 
to be n e w f o u n d a t i o n s , of lesser s t a t u s h o w e v e r . I n t h e s e c o n d 
( Jewi sh ) p h a s e of u r b a n i z a t i o n T i b e r i a s a n d G a b a w e r e t o t a l l y 
n e w ( H e r o d i a n ) f o u n d a t i o n s w h e r e a s B e t h s a i d a J u l i a s , C a e s a r e a 
P h i l i p p i a n d T a r i c h a e a e h a d o l d e r Semi t ic a n t e c e d e n t s . S e p 
p h o r i s t o o w o u l d a p p e a r t o h a v e u n d e r g o n e s o m e c h a n g e of 
c h a r a c t e r a n d p o p u l a t i o n a t leas t after t h e r e v o l t of 70 a n d p o s 
s ib ly m u c h ea r l i e r u n d e r A n t i p a s . A p a r t f r o m these p l a c e s J o 
s e p h u s gives t h e i m p r e s s i o n of a fa i r ly d e n s e l y p o p u l a t e d a n d 
u r b a n i z e d p r o v i n c e ; ' t h e r e w e r e 204 c i t ies a n d v i l l ages i n G a l i l e e ' 
(Life 235). B u t h i s d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n c i ty a n d v i l l a g e d o e s n o t 
seem to be t o o s h a r p l y d r a w n , for o n a n o t h e r o c c a s i o n w e h e a r 
t h a t S e p p h o r i s w a s o n e of t h e three chief c i t ies of G a l i l e e - T i b e r 
ias a n d G a b a r a b e i n g t h e o t h e r s (Life 123) - s u g g e s t i n g by i m 
p l i c a t i o n , a t least , t h a t G a l i l e a n life w a s m a i n l y o r g a n i z e d o n 
v i l l age l ines . Yet w e r e a d e l s ewhe re : ' T h e c i t ies (wokus) l i e very 
t h i ck a n d t h e very m a n y v i l l ages (fccb/xas) t h a t a r e h e r e a r e every
w h e r e so full of p e o p l e by t h e r i c h n e s s of t h e i r so i l , t h a t t h e very 
least of t h e m c o n t a i n e d a b o u t 15,000 i n h a b i t a n t s ' (War 3:43). 
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E v e n a l l o w i n g for n o t o r i o u s e x a g g e r a t i o n of p o p u l a t i o n f igures , 
i t s eems l ike ly t h a t q u i t e a few G a l i l e a n s e t t l e m e n t s we re a n y 
t h i n g b u t v i l l ages by t h e m o d e r n u s e of t h a t t e r m , a n d c lear ly 
s o m e c r i t e r i o n o t h e r t h a n t h a t of p o p u l a t i o n is o p e r a t i v e i n h i s 
t h i n k i n g . 8 W a l l e d fo r t i f i ca t ions c a n a l s o be desc r ibed a s v i l l ages 
as is c lea r f r o m t h e l is t g i v e n i n Life 187f w h e r e a l l t h e fortif ied 
p l a c e s of U p p e r G a l i l e e a r e so d e s i g n a t e d , so t h a t t h e d i s t i n c t i o n 
c a n n o t be b a s e d o n t h e r o o t m e a n i n g of t h e w o r d polish P e r h a p s , 
t h e d i s t i n c t i o n is b a s e d o n t h e c h a r a c t e r - G r e e k o r J e w i s h - of t h e 
v a r i o u s f o u n d a t i o n s , t h o u g h S h e r w i n - W h i t e ' s p r o p o s a l , based o n 
War 2:252; Ant 20:159, t h a t t h e chief t o w n of a t o p a r c h y w a s 
c a l l e d a c i ty , s e e m s t h e m o s t c o n v i n c i n g e x p l a n a t i o n , if c o n 
s i s tency is to be s o u g h t a t a l l . 1 0 T h i s t h e o r y w o u l d fit t h e g o s p e l 
e v i d e n c e a l s o , a t leas t t h a t of M a r k , w h o seems be t t e r a c q u a i n t e d 
w i t h P a l e s t i n i a n g e o g r a p h y t h a n e i t h e r M a t t h e w o r L u k e . 1 1 

S e t t i n g a s i d e t h i s t e r m i n o l o g i c a l p r o b l e m , w e sha l l d o we l l to 
focus o u r a t t e n t i o n o n t h e k n o w n cen te r s , as i n d i c a t e d by J o 
s e p h u s h i m s e l f a s w e l l as o t h e r sou rces , i n o u r sea rch for pos s ib l e 
cen t e r s of H e l l e n i s m i n G a l i l e e . 

I 
T H E F I R S T P H A S E I N T H E U R B A N I Z A T I O N O F G A L I L E E 

H i s t o r i c a l l y , i t is p o s s i b l e t o d i s t i n g u i s h t w o p h a s e s i n t he 
u r b a n i z a t i o n of G a l i l e e . T h e ea r l i e r o n e t o o k p l a c e u n d e r t h e 
P t o l e m i e s a n d Se l euc ids b u t suffered a se t -back u n d e r t h e H a s 
m o n a e a n s , w h o s a w t h e G r e e k c i t ies as t h e o p p o n e n t s t o the i r 
t e r r i t o r i a l a g g r a n d i z e m e n t . Yet t h a t d i d n o t m e a n a n a n t i -
h e l l e n i z i n g c a m p a i g n i n g e n e r a l a s w e h a v e a l r e a d y seen i n 
d i s c u s s i n g t h e i r o v e r a l l a c h i e v e m e n t i n s e t t i n g u p a J e w i s h 
s ta te . T h e s e c o n d p h a s e t o o k p l a c e u n d e r t h e H e r o d i a n s , espe
c ia l ly A n t i p a s , a n d differed i n c h a r a c t e r f r o m t h e ea r l i e r o n e i n 
t h a t n o w t h e n e w e l e m e n t is itself a J e w i s h p o p u l a t i o n . T h e 
c h a r a c t e r of t h e v a r i o u s cen te r s c h a n g e d c o n s i d e r a b l y t h r o u g h o u t 
t h e i r h i s t o r y , a s w i l l e m e r g e f r o m o u r su rvey , a n d t h i s needs to 
b e care fu l ly n o t e d i n o u r a s s e s s m e n t of t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n to t he 
h e l l e n i z i n g p r o c e s s . 

(i) Ptolemais/Accho 

A c c o r d i n g t o Ps Aristeas 115 P t o l e m a i s w a s f o u n d e d by K i n g 
P t o l e m y I I P h i l a d e l p h u s , a n d t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n c o u p l e d w i t h 
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the c o i n s sugges t s t h a t t he year 261 B .C .E . w a s t h e d a t e for t h e 
r e - n a m i n g of t h e c i t y . 1 2 H o w e v e r i ts G r e e k c o n t a c t s h a d b e e n 
establ ished l o n g before that , as a l ready i n the four th cen tu ry B.C.E. 
w e h e a r of A t h e n i a n b u s i n e s s m e n t h e r e a n d i ts c o i n s ca r ry b o t h 
t h e n a m e of A l e x a n d e r i n G r e e k a n d t h e o l d n a m e A k o i n P h o e 
n i c i a n s c r i p t . 1 3 I n d e a l i n g w i t h t h e g e o g r a p h y of G a l i l e e w e h a v e 
a l r eady d r a w n a t t e n t i o n to t h e n a t u r a l o u t l e t t h a t t h e p o r t of 
P t o l e m a i s / A c c h o af forded for t h e i n t e r i o r of L o w e r G a l i l e e , a n d i t 
is n o s u r p r i s e t o f ind t h a t i n t h e Z e n o n P a p y r i P t o l e m a i s is m e n 
t i o n e d i n a l l e leven t i m e s , m o r e t h a n a n y o t h e r c i ty of P a l e s t i n e . 1 4 

I n a n u n g u a r d e d m o m e n t w h e n g e o g r a p h y r a t h e r t h a n p o l i t i c a l 
h i s t o ry is f o r e m o s t i n h i s m i n d , J o s e p h u s c a n s i m p l y w r i t e 
' P t o l e m a i s is a m a r i t i m e t o w n of G a l i l e e b u i l t a t t h e e n t r a n c e to 
t h e G r e a t P la in* (War 2:188). H e g o e s o n to d e s c r i b e t h e n a t u r a l 
h i n t e r l a n d p r o v i d e d by t h e p l a i n of A c c h o a m i d t h e s u r r o u n d i n g 
m o u n t a i n s - C a r m e l 120 f u r l o n g s t o t h e s o u t h , t h e l a d d e r of 
T y r e 100 f u r l o n g s to t h e n o r t h a n d t h e G a l i l e a n r a n g e 60 f u r l o n g s 
to t h e east . T h i s i n f o r m a t i o n c o r r e s p o n d s w i t h w h a t h e tel ls u s 
e l sewhere , n a m e l y , t h a t C h a b u l w a s a b o r d e r t o w n b e t w e e n 
G a l i l e e a n d t h e t e r r i to ry of P t o l e m a i s a b o u t 60 s t a d i a f r o m t h e 
ci ty (Life 213-215). C l e a r l y t h e b o r d e r b e t w e e n p o l i t i c a l G a l i l e e 
of J o s e p h u s * d a y a n d t h e t e r r i to ry of P t o l e m a i s r a n a l o n g t h e 
l i n e of t h e G a l i l e a n h i l l s , f o l l o w i n g t h e n a t u r a l b o u n d a r y , a n d 
i t is u n l i k e l y t h a t t h e r e w o u l d h a v e b e e n a n y m a j o r f l u c t u a t i o n s 
i n t h i s l i n e over t h e c e n t u r i e s . T h i s m e a n s t h a t t h e J e w i s h te r r i 
tory of G a l i l e e lay c lose t o t h e a c t u a l c i ty itself a n d h e l p s t o ex
p l a i n t he f r e q u e n t hos t i l i t i e s b e t w e e n h e l l e n i s t i c c i ty a n d J e w i s h 
h i n t e r l a n d , n o t j u s t d u r i n g R o m a n t i m e s (e.g. War 2:67 (Varus ) ; 
503ff (Cestius); Life 213f (Placidus) a n d War 2:458 for J e w i s h re
p r i sa l s ) , b u t a l r e a d y u n d e r t h e Se leuc ids (1 Mace 5:15.22; 12:48). 

F r o m t h e very b e g i n n i n g t h e p o s i t i o n of P t o l e m a i s r e p r e s e n t e d 
t w o different a spec t s of H e l l e n i s m ' s i n c u r s i o n i n t o P a l e s t i n e . 
O n the o n e h a n d t h e Z e n o n P a p y r i g ive a m p l e e v i d e n c e of t h e 
c o m m e r c i a l l i n k s w i t h t h e i n t e r i o r , s ince t h e l is t of p r o d u c e 
w h i c h w e k n o w e n t e r e d t h e E g y p t i a n m a r k e t s f r o m Syr ia - g r a i n , 
o l ive o i l , s m o k e d fish, cheese , m e a t , d r i e d figs, f rui t , h o n e y , da te s , 
etc. - r ep resen t s m o s t if n o t a l l t h e p r o d u c e of G a l i l e e as l i s ted i n 
t he T a l m u d s a n d J o s e p h u s . A l a r g e a m o u n t of t h i s p r o d u c e m u s t 
h a v e c o m e f rom t h e fert i le G a l i l e a n es ta tes as t h e P a p y r i t h e m 
selves testify. Z e n o n ' s j o u r n e y , a c c o r d i n g to PCZ 59004, t o o k 
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h i m f r o m S t r a t o n ' s T o w e r ( la ter Caesa rea ) t o T r a n s j o r d a n , 
r e t u r n i n g v ia G a l i l e e to P t o l e m a i s . P r e s u m a b l y t h i s w a s t h e 
o b v i o u s o u t l e t for p r o d u c e f rom G a l i l e e , s ince t h e p l aces vis i ted, 
B e t h A n a t h a n d Kedasa , we re b o t h i n t h e p r o v i n c e a n d these were 
t h e las t s t o p s o n Z e n o n ' s j o u r n e y before h i s a r r iva l a t P t o l e m a i s . 1 5 

T h i s c o m m e r c i a l l i n k b e t w e e n p o r t a n d h i n t e r l a n d m u s t h a v e 
b r o u g h t a b o u t a l ively m o v e m e n t of p e o p l e i n b o t h d i r ec t i ons , 
w i t h t h e i n e v i t a b l e c o n t a c t s t h a t s u c h d a y to d a y b u s i n e s s w o u l d 
e s t a b l i s h b e t w e e n E g y p t i a n c u s t o m s off icials , m e r c h a n t s , car-
a v a n e e r s a n d a t leas t s o m e levels of t h e n a t i v e p o p u l a t i o n . W h i l e 
t h e f r a g m e n t a r y e v i d e n c e f r o m Z e n o n ' s c o r r e s p o n d e n c e w o u l d 
s u g g e s t t h a t even these c o n t a c t s w e r e n o t a l w a y s a m i c a b l e , they 
s h o u l d I feel b e d i s t i n g u i s h e d carefu l ly f r o m a n o t h e r type of 
c o n t a c t w h i c h f o l l o w e d f rom t h e s e c o n d a spec t of P t o l e m a i s ' 
f u n c t i o n for t h e ea r ly h e l l e n i s t i c m o n a r c h s , n a m e l y its ro le as a 
m i l i t a r y g a r r i s o n . 

T o s u p p o r t t he i r t i g h t c o n t r o l of t h e c o m m e r c i a l s i t u a t i o n , the 
P t o l e m i e s a l s o e s t a b l i s h e d i n P a l e s t i n e a n d Syr ia a vas t n e t w o r k of 
p o l i c e a n d m i l i t a r y officials w h o a p p e a r i n t h e P a p y r i a s so ld ie rs 
(orparicorcu), c ava l ry g e n e r a l s (iTrwdpxys), m i l i t a r y officers 
(ijye^cov), g a r r i s o n c o m m a n d e r s (d/cpo<£i>Xa£), chiefs of po l i ce 
(iTnarciTrjs TTJS iroXews), e t c . 1 6 W e k n o w t h a t a l r e a d y A l e x a n d e r 
e s t a b l i s h e d m i l i t a r y s e t t l e m e n t s of a m o r e p e r m a n e n t k i n d a t 
S a m a r i a a n d G a z a a n d i t is o n l y n a t u r a l t h a t t h e P t o l e m i e s w o u l d 
h a v e c o n t i n u e d t h i s p o l i c y a l s o , g i v e n t h e d i s p u t e d n a t u r e of the i r 
c o n t r o l of P a l e s t i n e . H e n g e l g o e s so far a s to s u g g e s t t h a t a l l 
P t o l e m a i c f o u n d a t i o n s w e r e i n fact m i l i t a r y s e t t l emen t s , a n d 
c e r t a i n l y t h e e v i d e n c e as w e l l as t h e p o l i t i c a l p r o b a b i l i t i e s w o u l d 
s eem t o s u p p o r t t h i s v i e w . 1 7 H o w e v e r , i t does seem t h a t t h e m i l i 
ta ry a spec t is m o r e a c c e n t u a t e d i n s o m e s e t t l e m e n t s . T h e r e is 
l i t t l e d o u b t , for e x a m p l e t h a t t h e s e t t l e m e n t of T o u b i a s a t B i r t a i n 
T r a n s j o r d a n w i t h i ts m i x t u r e of G r e e k , J e w i s h a n d P e r s i a n 
Kleruchs h a d t h e c h a r a c t e r of a s t r o n g m i l i t a r y f o r t i f i c a t i o n . 1 8 

L i k e w i s e , t h e e v i d e n c e of P o l y b i u s is i l l u s t r a t i v e i n t h i s r e g a r d . 
W h e r e a s P h i l o t e r i a a n d Scy thopo l i s fell r a the r easily to A n t i o c h u s 
I I I d u r i n g t h e f o u r t h S y r i a n w a r , i t ca l l ed for rea l m i l i t a r y s t ra tegy 
to t ake A t a b y r i o n ( T h a b o r ) w h e r e a n E g y p t i a n g a r r i s o n w a s 
l o c a t e d ( P o l y b i u s Hist V, 70f). P e r h a p s t h e d i s t i n c t i o n is me re ly 
t e c h n i c a l : t h e f o r m e r a r e s e t t l e m e n t s w h e r e t h e Kleruchoi a r e 
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g i v e n lo ts i n r e w a r d for services r e n d e r e d a n d c a n ac t a s a reserve 
force i n t i m e of w a r , t h e l a t t e r r e p r e s e n t a g e n u i n e m i l i t a r y s t r o n g 
h o l d w h e r e a c o m p a n y of ac t ive a r m y u n i t s is s t r a t eg i ca l l y loca ted . 

P t o l e m a i s is a l s o s t r a t eg ica l ly w e l l - p l a c e d o n t h e d i r ec t r o a d 
be tween t h e c o n f l i c t i n g c o n t e n d e r s for P a l e s t i n e a n d so fits t h e 
la t ter ca tegory of a m i l i t a r y s t r o n g h o l d . O n c e T h e o d o t u s h a n d e d 
over t he m i l i t a r y a r s e n a l t he r e t o A n t i o c h u s I I I i n 219 B . C . E . 
P t o l e m a i s seems to h a v e served as t h e c e n t e r for S e l e u c i d p r e s e n c e 
i n P a l e s t i n e , so t h a t t h e ci ty h a d a c e r t a i n m i l i t a r y c h a r a c t e r , a s t h e 
e x p r e s s i o n ' A v r i o x e l s ol hllToXejialdt, s o m e t i m e s w i t h t h e a d d i t i o n 
Upa aavXos o n its c o i n s , m a k e s c lear . Success ive Se leuc id k i n g s 
o p e r a t e d f rom t h e r e i n t h e i r f r e q u e n t i n c u r s i o n s i n t o P a l e s t i n e 
d u r i n g t h e s e c o n d c e n t u r y B .C .E . : 1 Mace 10:56-60; 11:22.24; 12:49; 
13:12. I t is i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t P t o l e m a i s w a s a b l e t o res is t A l e x a n d e r 
J a n n a e u s i n h i s a t t e m p t t o c o n t r o l t h e w h o l e of m a i n l a n d G a l i l e e 
(Ant 13:324 ff), a n d la te r i t w i t h s t o o d P t o l e m y L a t h y r u s , t h e 
d e p o s e d k i n g of E g y p t (Ant 13:333.336). S u b s e q u e n t l y i t n e v e r 
b e c a m e p a r t of t h e H a s m o n a e a n k i n g d o m a n d s eems t o h a v e 
r e t a i n e d its p r o - S y r i a n loya l t i e s (Ant 13:419f). U n d e r t h e R o m a n s , 
P t o l e m a i s c o n t i n u e d to b e a n i m p o r t a n t m i l i t a r y cen te r , even 
t h o u g h g e o g r a p h i c a l l o c a t i o n (c loser t o J e r u s a l e m ) g a v e C a e s a r e a 
a*new- found i m p o r t a n c e o n t h e coas t . T h u s w e h e a r of H e r o d 
u s i n g P t o l e m a i s a s a base for i n c u r s i o n s i n t o G a l i l e e a g a i n s t h i s 
H a s m o n a e a n r iva l A n t i g o n u s (Ant 14:394.452). T h e E m p e r o r 
C l a u d i u s se t t led a c o l o n y of R o m a n so ld ie r s t h e r e a n d thereaf te r 
i t w a s k n o w n as Colonia Ptolemais.20 As a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d , i t 
b e c a m e t h e base for R o m a n a t t a c k s o n G a l i l e e i n t h e p e r i o d p r i o r 
to t he w a r of 66 C.E. , a s successive R o m a n g e n e r a l s ove r a p e r i o d 
of 70 years l a u n c h e d t h e i r a t t a c k s o n G a l i l e e f rom the re . 

I n the l i g h t of t h i s su rvey i t w o u l d s e e m t h a t P t o l e m a i s is u n 
likely to have exercised a n y grea t cu l t u r a l in f luence o n the in te r ior 
b e y o n d the b o r d e r s of i ts o w n te r r i to ry , e i t h e r d u r i n g t h e first w a v e 
of h e l l e n i z a t i o n o r t h r o u g h o u t t h e s u b s e q u e n t h i s t o r y . W e d o f ind 
occas iona l t races of i n f l u e n c e , t h e i n e v i t a b l e o u t c o m e of g r a d u a l 
processes of a s s i m i l a t i o n o n t h e bas i s of c lose p r o x i m i t y . T h u s a n 
a n e c d o t e r e p o r t e d by J o s e p h u s is i n d i c a t i v e of w h a t m a y h a v e 
been the level of s u c h d a y to d a y c o n t a c t s . H e tel ls u s t h a t i n t h e 
year 66 C.E . Ces t i u s G a l l u s f o u n d t h e fort i f ied t o w n of C h a b u l o n 
deser ted of i ts J e w i s h p o p u l a t i o n , a n d after a l l o w i n g h i s so ld ie r s 
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to p i l l a g e t h e g o o d s of t h e na t ives , h e set fire t o t h e t o w n 'even 
t h o u g h h e a d m i r e d its b e a u t y w i t h i ts h o u s e s b u i l t i n t he style of 
t h o s e a t T y r e , S i d o n a n d B e r y t u s ' (War 2:504). 

H o w e v e r , t h e d o m i n a n t a t m o s p h e r e seems to h a v e been o n e of 
h o s t i l i t y t o t h e J e w i s h p o p u l a t i o n , h o s t i l i t y t h a t s t e m m e d f rom 
t h e days of A n t i o c h u s E p i p h a n e s a n d b e y o n d (1 Mace 5:15). W h i l e 
D e m e t r i u s I w a s a p p a r e n t l y p r e p a r e d to cede P t o l e m a i s a n d i ts 
t e r r i to ry (1 Mace 10:39f) for t h e s u p p o r t of t h e t e m p l e a t J e r u s a l e m 
after t h e f a s h i o n of t e m p l e l a n d s e l s e w h e r e i n t h e Se leuc id k i n g 
d o m , t h i s does n o t p r o v e t h e J e w i s h n e s s of t h e a rea , as w e m a y 
infer f r o m i ts s u b s e q u e n t r e s i s t ance to A l e x a n d e r J a n n a e u s . It is 
n o t s u r p r i s i n g t h e n t o f ind t h e p o p u l a c e a t P t o l e m a i s s h a r i n g i n 
t h e a n t i - J e w i s h r i o t s of 66 C .E . after m i l i t a n t J e w s h a d p i l l a g e d 
t h e v i l l ages of severa l S y r i a n c i t ies , P t o l e m a i s i n c l u d e d , a n d 
m u r d e r e d t h e i r i n h a b i t a n t s (War 2:460-477). T h u s t he c o m m e r c i a l 
c o n t a c t s b e t w e e n P t o l e m a i s a n d t h e i n t e r i o r w e r e n o t suff icient ly 
p o w e r f u l to c o u n t e r - b a l a n c e t h e a l i e n a n d h e t e r o g e n e t i c c u l t u r a l 
i n f l u e n c e s of t h e ci ty a s o n e of t he m o s t i m p o r t a n t coas t a l m i l i t a r y 
cen te r s of w h a t , for t h e J e w , w a s a n u n f r i e n d l y a n d hos t i l e 
p r e s e n c e . 2 1 O u r j u d g m e n t i n t h e l i g h t of t h e ev idence m u s t be t h a t 
d e s p i t e t h e c lose p h y s i c a l p r o x i m i t y P t o l e m a i s h a d l i t t l e o r n o 
effect o n t h e h e l l e n i z a t i o n p rocess a m o n g G a l i l e a n J e w s . If 
a n y t h i n g , s u c h a t h r e a t e n i n g cen te r so c lose to t h e m m a y h a v e 
o p e r a t e d i n reverse , t e n d i n g to c rea te a n a t m o s p h e r e of m u 
t u a l d i s t r u s t if n o t d o w n r i g h t a n i m o s i t y , w h i c h w a s l ikely to 
e r u p t i n t o v i o l e n c e a t t h e first o p p o r t u n i t y . Vi l lages l y i n g close to 
t h e b o r d e r i n e v i t a b l y b o r e t h e b r u n t of r e p e a t e d i n c u r s i o n s a n d 
J e w i s h c o u n t e r a t t a c k s , a n d i t is n o t s u r p r i s i n g t h a t by t h e t i m e of 
t h e w a r of 66 C .E . w e f ind a J e w i s h b r i g a n d chief (apx^rjaTrjs) 
J e s u s , o p e r a t i n g i n t h i s n o - m a n ' s l a n d o n t h e b o r d e r s of P t o l e m a i s 
(Life 105). H i s p r e s e n c e the re w i t h a force of e i g h t h u n d r e d m e n 
m a y n o t be so m u c h a re f lec t ion of a g e n e r a l b r e a k d o w n of l a w a n d 
o r d e r i n t h e a r e a as a s y m p t o m of t h e d e p r i v a t i o n a n d soc ia l u n r e s t 
of t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y w h i c h h a d b u i l t u p over a l o n g p e r i o d . 
T h i s is n o t t h e a t m o s p h e r e for everyday c u l t u r a l e x c h a n g e 
b e t w e e n c i ty a n d c o u n t r y . 

(ii) Scythopolis/Beth Shean. 

M o v i n g i n l a n d f r o m t h e coas t , a n e q u a l l y i m p o r t a n t P t o l e m a i c 
f o u n d a t i o n w a s S c y t h o p o l i s , t h a t fo rmer ly as Be th S h e a n h a d 
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ach ieved p r o m i n e n c e i n I s rae l i t e t i m e s d u e to i ts l o c a t i o n i n t h e 
h e a r t of a ferti le val ley o n t h e r o u t e b e t w e e n eas t a n d wes t . T h e 
a c t u a l s ign i f i cance of t h e n a m e S c y t h o p o l i s h a d g i v e n r i se t o a 
l ively d e b a t e of h o w t h e ci ty c o u l d be l i n k e d to a n o m a d i c p e o p l e 
of t he s even th c e n t u r y w h o a r e s u p p o s e d to h a v e se t t led h e r e 
a c c o r d i n g to H e r o d o t u s (1,105). T h e m o s t l ike ly t h e o r y , f a v o u r e d 
by A v i - Y o n a h , H e n g e l a n d o t h e r s is t h a t t h e n a m e c o m e s f rom t h e 
fact t h a t t h e P t o l e m i e s se t t led a c o l o n y of S c y t h i a n so ld ie r s h e r e , 
as w a s the i r w o n t e l s e w h e r e . 2 2 O n t h i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e p l a c e 
w o u l d r e p r e s e n t t h e p r e s e n c e of a n o n - J e w i s h e l e m e n t s i m i l a r t o 
P t o l e m a i s o n t h e s o u t h e r n b o u n d a r i e s of G a l i l e e . H o w e v e r , w h a t 
ever t he c h a r a c t e r of t h i s m i l i t a r y c o l o n y a t t r i b u t e d to P t o l e m y 
P h i l a d e l p h u s for t h e year 254 B . C . E . , 2 3 S c y t h o p o l i s does n o t s eem 
to h a v e a d o p t e d a very m i l i t a n t p o s i t i o n s u b s e q u e n t l y , s ince 
t oge the r w i t h i ts n e i g h b o r i n g s is ter f o u n d a t i o n P h i l o t e r i a i t 
s u r r e n d e r e d freely (KCLO' onoXoyiav) to A n t i o c h u s i n 219 B . C . E . 
T h i s m a y h a v e b e e n d u e to t h e i n f l u e n c e of t h e P t o l e m a i c g e n e r a l 
T h e o d o t u s w h o , w e h a v e seen , s u r r e n d e r e d t h e a r m o r y a t P t o l e 
m a i s to A n t i o c h u s a l s o . T h e r ecen t ly d i s cove red i n s c r i p t i o n s a t 
He fz ibah i n t h e r e g i o n of S c y t h o p o l i s s h o w t h a t t h e r e w a s a rea l 
des i re , n o t m e r e l y o n t h e p a r t of P t o l e m a i o s , t h e strategos of 
C o e l e - S y r i a , 2 4 b u t a l s o of t h e v i l l age r s t h e m s e l v e s t o be free of 
m i l i t a r y p r e sence i n t he a rea . T h e p i c t u r e o n e ge t s f r o m th i s set of 
o r d i n a n c e s d e a l i n g w i t h b i l l e t i n g of so ld ie r s a n d m o v e m e n t of 
g o o d s w i t h i n t he v i l l ages is essen t ia l ly a peacefu l o n e , w h e r e 
commerc ia l r a the r t h a n mi l i t a ry interests are m o s t i m p o r t a n t . T h e 
a c q u i s i t i o n of t h e fu r the r n a m e N y s a , p r o b a b l y i n t h e S e l e u c i d 
p e r i o d , c a n scarcely h a v e m e a n t a r a d i c a l c h a n g e of c h a r a c t e r for 
S c y t h o p o l i s . R a t h e r i t t h e n b e c a m e a cen te r for D i o n y s u s w o r 
s h i p , w h i c h w a s p a r t i c u l a r l y c u l t i v a t e d by t h e S e l e u c i d m o n a r c h s , 
a n d n o d o u b t m e a n t g r ea t e r p r o s p e r i t y for t h e t o w n . 2 5 A r c h a e 
o l o g i c a l r e m a i n s a n d a n c i e n t t e s t i m o n y g ive ev idence of a 
t h r i v i n g i n d u s t r i a l cen te r , t h e f o r m e r s u g g e s t i n g a p o t t e r y -
m a k i n g i n d u s t r y for R h o d i a n j a r s , p r e s u m a b l y for t h e w i n e 
i n d u s t r y , a n d a c o i n m i n t , w h i l e t h e l a t t e r a t t es t s t h a t S c y t h o p o l i s 
w a s f a m o u s for l i n e n . 2 6 

T o g e t h e r w i t h t h i s p i c t u r e of h e l l e n i s t i c S c y t h o p o l i s as a p e a c e 
ful a n d t h r i v i n g c e n t e r is a f u r the r r e l a t ed o n e of peace fu l J e w i s h 
co-ex i s tence i n t h e a rea , i n s t r i k i n g c o n t r a s t t o t h e i r r e l a t i o n s 
w i t h P t o l e m a i s . T h e r e is s o m e ev idence t h a t t h e c i ty w a s a 
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synoecism s i nce M a l a l u s s p e a k s of trikomia, s u g g e s t i n g t h e 
c o m i n g t o g e t h e r of a n u m b e r of v i l l ages r a t h e r t h a n a to ta l ly n e w 
f o u n d a t i o n . 2 7 T h i s w o u l d c o r r e s p o n d w e l l w i t h t h e p r o m i n e n c e 
of t h e p l a c e f r o m I s rae l i t e t i m e s , w h i c h h a d n o t b e e n d i m i n i s h e d 
d u r i n g t h e i n t e r v e n i n g c e n t u r i e s , a n d it does n o t p r e c l u d e t he 
u p g r a d i n g of t h e s t a t u s of t h e t o w n s u b s e q u e n t l y by t h e P t o l e m i e s 
a n d t h e s e t t l i n g of a m i l i t a r y c o l o n y the re . T h i s m a y a l so h e l p to 
e x p l a i n t h e p e r s i s t e n c e of t h e o l d n a m e B e t h S h e a n side by side 
w i t h t h e G r e e k n a m e (cf. Ant 5:83; 6:374; 12:348; 13:188) a n d its 
p r e s e n c e a l s o i n t h e M i s h n a h (Ab Zar 1:4;; 4:12), b o t h references 
i n c i d e n t a l l y r e f l ec t ing a s i t u a t i o n of J e w a n d G e n t i l e e x c h a n g e 
the re . T h i s p i c t u r e c a n be f i l led o u t by a brief survey of t h e J e w s i n 
S c y t h o p o l i s . D u r i n g t h e M a c c a b a e a n u p r i s i n g s t h e J e w i s h i n h a b 
i t a n t s of S c y t h o p o l i s a r e n o t h a r a s s e d as w e r e t he i r co - r e l i g ion i s t s 
o n t h e coas t a n d a t P t o l e m a i s (2 Mace 12:29-31), a p i c t u r e t h a t is 
c o n f i r m e d by J u d a s ' b e i n g a b l e t o r e t u r n u n m o l e s t e d to J e r u s a l e m 
' t h r o u g h t h e l a r g e p l a i n before B e t h S h e a n ' after h i s m i s s i o n i n 
G i l e a d (1 Mace 5:52). F u r t h e r m o r e , J o n a t h a n is n o t a f ra id to m e e t 
T r y p h o t h e r e for ba t t l e , b u t i n s t e a d is t r i cked i n t o a c c o m p a n y i n g 
h i m t o P t o l e m a i s w h e r e h e a n d h i s m e n m e e t rea l hos t i l i t y (1 Mace 
12:39-48; ,4n* 13:192 says t h a t T r y p h o h a d o r d e r e d t h e p e o p l e of 
P t o l e m a i s to s h u t t he i r ga t e s w i t h J o n a t h a n a n d h i s m e n i n s i d e — 
a de t a i l m i s s i n g i n 1 Mace). S c y t h o p o l i s c a m e w i t h i n t h e n e t of t h e 
J e w i s h t e r r i t o r i a l a g g r a n d i z e m e n t of t h e H a s m o n a e a n s , a n d fell 
to t h e m t o w a r d s t h e e n d of t h e r e i g n of J o h n H y r c a n u s , b e t w e e n 
111 a n d 107 B.C.E. , e i ther by a br ibe (Ant 13:280) o r by a t t a c k ( W a r 
1:66), a n d w i t h i t t h e w h o l e c o u n t r y s o u t h of M o u n t C a r m e l , t h a t 
is , p r e s u m a b l y , t h e p l a i n of E s d r a e l o n w h i c h w o u l d h a v e been 
k i n g ' s l a n d a n d i n t h e h a n d s of S y r i a n o w n e r s . S h o r t l y after t h i s 
S a m a r i a a l s o fell to t h e H a s m o n a e a n s , a n d b o t h even ts a r e 
r e c o r d e d as d a y s of r e j o i c i n g i n t h e Megillat Ta'anit.28 H o w e v e r , 
t h e fate of S c y t h o p o l i s s eems to h a v e b e e n less d r a m a t i c , for i ts 
G r e e k i n h a b i t a n t s a r e e x i l e d o n l y a n d r e t u r n a g a i n i n t he r e i g n of 
J a n n a e u s a c c o r d i n g t o Ant 13:355, w h e r e a s S a m a r i a w a s razed to 
t h e g r o u n d . A c c o r d i n g to S t r a b o (16,2.40 i t c o n t a i n e d t reasures 
of t h e J e w s w h e n P o m p e y c a p t u r e d it (Ant. 14:75) w h i l e G a b i n i u s 
r e s to r ed i ts c i ty s t a t u s (Ant 14:88). T h i s p r e s u m a b l y m e a n s t h a t i ts 
G e n t i l e p o p u l a t i o n w a s c o n s i d e r a b l y i n c r e a s e d (War 1:166), 
s i nce War 1:156 sugges t s t h a t i t h a d n o t b e e n w h o l l y razed. 
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D e s p i t e t h i s u p s e t t o J e w i s h - G e n t i l e r e l a t i o n s i n S c y t h o p o l i s 
a n d i ts s u r r o u n d i n g s , t h e o l d e r p a t t e r n of peace fu l co -ex i s t ence 
seems to h a v e b e e n re -es t ab l i shed , for by t h e t i m e of t h e J e w i s h 
W a r 100 years l a te r J e w a n d G r e e k a p p e a r t o b e l i v i n g i n h a r m o n y . 
H o w e v e r , i n t he g e n e r a l u p h e a v a l f o l l o w i n g t h e m a s s a c r e of J e w s 
i n Caesa rea i n 66 C.E. , S c y t h o p o l i s d i d n o t e s cape . T h e t r o u b l e s 
the re we re s t a r t ed by J e w s f rom e l s e w h e r e w h o w e n t o n a g e n e r a l 
r a m p a g e t h r o u g h a l l t h e S y r i a n t o w n s , b u t t h e n a t i v e J e w s of 
Scythopol i s decided to f ight aga ins t their co-re l ig ionis ts , ' r ega rd ing 
the i r o w n secur i ty as m o r e i m p o r t a n t t h a n t h e t ies of blood* 
(War 2:466). E v e n t h o u g h t h e o u t c o m e of t h i s l oya l ty to t h e i r c i ty 
w a s o n l y m e t by c a l l o u s , w h o l e s a l e s l a u g h t e r of m o r e t h a n 13,000 
J e w s by t h e c i t izens of S c y t h o p o l i s , s u c h a n o u t c o m e s h o u l d n o t 
o b s c u r e t h e fact t h a t t h e J e w s d i d feel i m p e l l e d to ac t a g a i n s t t h e i r 
fe l low J e w s o n t h a t o c c a s i o n , a n d t h e r e a s o n s t h a t l ay b e h i n d t h a t 
dec i s ion . W h i l e J o s e p h u s m a y p r e s e n t t h i s i n c i d e n t as p a r t of 
J e w i s h r e v o l u t i o n a r y p r o p a g a n d a e l s e w h e r e (War 7:364), o r 
e x p l a i n t he J e w i s h b e h a v i o u r a s b e i n g d u e to fate, o n e suspec t s h e 
k n o w s t h e rea l r e a s o n s a n d m a y even h a v e iden t i f i ed w i t h t h e i r 
dec i s ion . T h u s h e tel ls u s t h a t n o t o n l y w e r e they s l a u g h t e r e d b u t 
t h a t the i r pos se s s ions w e r e a l s o con f i sca t ed (War 2:468). I t m a y 
wel l be t h a t t he J e w s of S c y t h o p o l i s w e r e by t h i s t i m e p r o s p e r o u s 
a n d t h r i v i n g a n d l ike m a n y o t h e r s t h r o u g h o u t t h e n a t i o n d i d n o t 
w i s h to r i sk t he i r p o s i t i o n , if t hey c o u l d a v o i d b e i n g e m b r o i l e d i n 
w a r w i t h R o m e . W h a t e v e r t h e r e a s o n s for t h i s s avage o u t b u r s t i t 
d i d n o t p r e c l u d e J e w s r e t u r n i n g t o S c y t h o p o l i s i n g r e a t n u m b e r s 
i n t he p e r i o d after 70 C.E. , a s t h e references f r o m t h e M i s h n a h 
a l r eady m e n t i o n e d i n d i c a t e . 

T h i s survey of J u d a i s m i n S c y t h o p o l i s p r e s e n t s q u i t e a d i f ferent 
p i c t u r e t o t h a t a t P t o l e m a i s . S i t u a t e d i n l a n d i n t h e cen te r of a 
fertile val ley, S c y t h o p o l i s a n d i ts r e g i o n h a d a n a t u r a l self-
sufficiency w h i c h w a s n o t t r u e of t h e c i t ies of t h e coas t a l p l a i n 
t h a t w e r e d e p e n d e n t o n p a s s i n g t r ade a n d c o m m e r c e , a s w e l l a s 
b e i n g a t t h e m e r c y of i n v a d i n g a r m i e s . T h i s s t ab i l i t y of life b a s e d 
o n n a t u r a l r e sources c rea t ed a very d i f ferent a t m o s p h e r e i n w h i c h 
J e w a n d G e n t i l e c o u l d co-exis t w i t h o u t b e i n g a t h r e a t to e a c h 
o the r , w i t h t h e o n e n o t a b l e e x c e p t i o n of 66 C .E . P r e s u m a b l y t h e 
'semitic* if n o t t he e x p l i c i t l y ' I s rae l i t i c ' c h a r a c t e r of t h e B e t h 
S h e a n val ley h a d c o n t i n u e d t h r o u g h t h e c e n t u r i e s , even if t h e 
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h e l l e n i s t i c a g e i n t r o d u c e d n e w e l e m e n t s t h a t w e r e a s s i m i l a t e d 
r a t h e r t h a n rece ived w i t h h o s t i l e a c q u i e s c e n c e by t h e n a t i v e p o p 
u l a t i o n . 2 9 T h e D i o n y s i a c c u l t for e x a m p l e m i g h t we l l h a v e been 
seen as a rev iva l of o l d C a n a a n i t e n a t u r e r e l i g i o n . As a m a r k e t 
c e n t e r w i t h a n a t u r a l d e m a n d for t h e p r o d u c e of G a l i l e e , espec i 
a l ly w i n e a n d f lax, i t is l e g i t i m a t e t o s p e c u l a t e o n t h e p o s s i b l e 
i n f l u e n c e s t h a t i t w a s l ike ly to h a v e h a d o n the n e i g h b o u r i n g 
c o u n t r y s i d e . W h i l e t h e r e g i o n of S c y t h o p o l i s w a s u s e d by P o m p e y 
as a base of o p e r a t i o n s o n J u d e a (Ant. 14:49), a n d by V e s p a s i a n 
(War 3:412. 446. 487), t he re is n o s u g g e s t i o n of c o n t i n u e d a n d 
r e n e w e d h o s t i l i t i e s b e t w e e n G a l i l e e a n d t h e t e r r i to ry of t h e ci ty. 
W e d o h e a r of a c e r t a i n N e o p o l i t a n u s w i t h a s q u a d r o n of h o r s e 
r a v a g i n g t h e t e r r i t o ry of T i b e r i a s f r o m t h e r e g i o n of S c y t h o p o l i s 
i n 66 C .E . H o w e v e r , o n c e J o s e p h u s r o u t s h i m , t h e r e is n o fu r ther 
m e n t i o n of h i s p r e s e n c e , a n d h e c e r t a i n l y w a s n o t r ep re sen t a t i ve 
of a n y l a rge - sca le d e s i g n s a g a i n s t G a l i l e e t h a t w o u l d b u i l d u p 
r e s e n t m e n t a n d hos t i l i t y . 

S u c h i so l a t ed i n c i d e n t s w e r e n o t l ike ly to d i s r u p t the m o r e 
e s t a b l i s h e d p a t t e r n of life t h a t w a s based o n n a t u r a l a n d e c o n o m i c 
factors , a n d i t is these t h a t over a p e r i o d of t i m e b u i l t u p m u t u a l 
c o n f i d e n c e a n d c o n t a c t s . T h e fact t h a t S c y t h o p o l i s w a s a m e m b e r 
of t he D e k a p o l i s (War 3:446; P l i n y , Nat. Hist. V, 18.74) gave it a n 
eas te r ly o r i e n t a t i o n a l s o . I t s t e r r i to ry o n the wes t b o r d e r e d o n 
t h a t of P h i l o t e r i a first a n d la te r T i b e r i a s , b o t h f o u n d a t i o n s of 
r e i g n i n g m o n a r c h s , a n d so i t w a s n o t l ike ly to h a v e a d o p t e d a g 
gress ive o r h o s t i l e a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d s t h e i n t e r i o r . As a n e x a m p l e of 
t h i s J o s e p h u s tel ls u s t h a t A g r i p p a II exerc i sed j u r i s d i c t i o n over 
t h e a r ea a t t h e t i m e of t he J e w i s h W a r of 66 C . E . 3 0 

F o r a l l t hese r e a s o n s t h e n w e c a n a s s u m e t h a t S c y t h o p o l i s h a d 
s o m e c o n t a c t s w i t h t h o s e p a r t s of L o w e r G a l i l e e c lose to i ts terr i 
tory (War 3:37), b u t i t is n o t easy to assess t he i m p a c t of s u c h c o n 
tacts o n t h e p e a s a n t s t he re . P r e s u m a b l y they we re n o t of t he k i n d 
t h a t w o u l d c h a n g e t h e c h a r a c t e r of life a p p r e c i a b l y . T h e p e a s a n t s ' 
v is i ts w o u l d b e c o n f i n e d to t i m e s of m a r k e t o r fest ival , a n d these 
w o u l d b e re la t ive ly i n f r e q u e n t , even t h o u g h o n e of t h e pos s ib l e 
w a y s to J e r u s a l e m , t h e ea s t e rn r o u t e , p a s s e d t h r o u g h t h e te r r i tory 
of t h e c i ty . F r o m t h e H e f z i b a h i n s c r i p t i o n s w e see t h a t the c o n 
tac ts even b e t w e e n v i l l ages w e r e res t r i c ted for c o m m e r c i a l r ea sons , 
a t leas t i n t h e ea r l i e r p e r i o d . G i v e n the fact t h a t t h e g rea te r p a r t 
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of t h e p l a i n of E s d r a e l o n w a s d i v i d e d i n t o l a rge r es ta tes , t h e 
t e n a n t s h a d leased lo t s o r w o r k e d as h i r e d l a b o r e r s a n d so h a d 
l i t t le r e a s o n for g o i n g to t h e ci ty, u n l e s s i t h a d o t h e r a t t r a c t i o n s 
for t h e m . T h u s , even t h o u g h t h e c h a r a c t e r of t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p 
b e t w e e n S c y t h o p o l i s a n d the i n t e r i o r w a s very d i f ferent t o t h a t of 
P t o l e m a i s , t he re seems to be n o c o m p e l l i n g r e a s o n to s u g g e s t t h a t 
i t ever exerc ised a n y g r e a t i n f l u e n c e o u t s i d e i ts o w n te r r i to ry . 
T r u e i t d i d a t t r a c t s o m e J e w s to t ake p a r t i n t h e b u s y c o m m e r c i a l 
life, b u t the vast m a j o r i t y of G a l i l e a n p e a s a n t s w o u l d n o t h a v e 
been g rea t ly affected by its p r e s e n c e c lose to t h e i r b o r d e r s . A t 
least n o e x i s t i n g ev idence p o i n t s i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n , a n d t h e p r o b a 
bi l i t ies a r e t h a t i t d i d n o t . 

(iii) Philoteria, Antiochia and Seleucia 

I h a v e g r o u p e d these t h r ee cen te r s t o g e t h e r , even t h o u g h t h e 
fo rmer is a P t o l e m a i c a n d t h e l a t t e r t w o a r e S e l e u c i d f o u n d a t i o n s , 
because t o g e t h e r they r e p r e s e n t t h e h e l l e n i s t i c p r e s e n c e o n t h e 
eas te rn b o r d e r s of G a l i l e e , t h a t w a s la te r c o n t i n u e d by t h e D e k a 
p o l i s . 

I t is g e n e r a l l y r e c o g n i z e d t h a t P h i l o t e r i a w a s a f o u n d a t i o n of 
P t o l e m y I I , P h i l a d e l p h u s , s ince it w a s n a m e d after h i s sister . 
T h e r e is s o m e d o u b t a b o u t i ts a c t u a l l o c a t i o n , s ince P o l y b i u s ' ac 
c o u n t p o i n t s to i ts b e i n g a ci ty of G a l i l e e , b u t r e c e n t a r c h a e o l o g i 
cal ev idence c o n c e r n i n g B e t h Y e r a c h , t h e o l d e r f o u n d a t i o n w i t h 
w h i c h it is a s soc ia t ed p l ace s i t eas t of t h e J o r d a n c lose to w h e r e 
the r iver leaves t h e L a k e of G e n n e s a r e t h . 3 1 A t a l l even t s i t d o e s n o t 
seem to h a v e b e e n r e s to red after b e i n g de s t royed by A l e x a n d e r 
J a n n a e u s d u r i n g t h e J e w i s h c o n q u e s t of t h e n o r t h , a n d t h i s h a s 
led s o m e c o m m e n t a t o r s t o s u g g e s t t h a t i t n e v e r w a s a c i ty p r o p e r . 
Never the less , t h e ev idence of P o l y b i u s c a n n o t b e t a k e n l i g h t l y a n d 
it seems c e r t a i n t h a t a t t h e t i m e of A n t i o c h u s H i ' s t akeove r of 
P a l e s t i n e i t w a s a t h r i v i n g cen te r w i t h i ts o w n t e r r i t o r y . 3 2 A r c h a e 
o l o g i c a l ev idence a t B e t h Y e r a c h sugges t s a s i m i l a r i t y t o S c y t h o 
p o l i s as a m a r k e t cen te r , a n d t h e la te r p r o s p e r i t y of T i b e r i a s i n 
t h a t r e g i o n sugges t s a n a t u r a l cen te r a t t h e s o u t h e r n e n d of t h e 
l ake to serve t he s u r r o u n d i n g fert i le r e g i o n , j u s t a s B e t h S h e a n h a d 
d o n e fa r ther s o u t h i n t h e v a l l e y . 3 3 I n t h a t even t w e a r e j u s t i f i ed i n 
a s s u m i n g a s i m i l a r p a t t e r n of life b e t w e e n o l d e r p o p u l a t i o n a n d 
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n e w a r r i va l s t o t h a t of S c y t h o p o l i s , b u t w i t h n o w i d e s p r e a d in f lu 
e n c e o u t s i d e i ts o w n i m m e d i a t e t e r r i to ry . 

A n t i o c h i a a n d Se leuc ia were Se leuc id s e t t l e m e n t s as is c lear 
f rom t h e i r n a m e s . H o w e v e r , o u r k n o w l e d g e of t he c i r c u m s t a n c e s 
of e i t h e r f o u n d a t i o n o r t h e e x t e n t of t he i r t e r r i to r ies is ex t r eme ly 
scan t , a n d c a n rea l ly o n l y be d e t e r m i n e d o n t h e bas i s of m u c h 
l a te r ev idence . A l t a r g u e s c o n v i n c i n g l y t h a t b o t h p l ace s a re to be 
seen as p r i n c i p a l t o w n s of r oya l d o m a i n s w i t h t h e c h a r a c t e r of 
m i l i t a r y o u t p o s t s r a t h e r t h a n i n d e p e n d e n t c i ty s t a t e s . 3 4 By the 
t ime of H e r o d the Grea t , the w h o l e n o r t h e r n r eg ion of T r a c h o n i t i s , 
B a t a n a e a a n d A u r a n i t i s eas t of t h e J o r d a n , as we l l as U l a t h a a n d 
P a n e a s i n t he n o r t h e r n H u l e h b a s i n , h a d b e c o m e k i n g ' s l a n d 
(Ant. 15:346f. 360f.) a n d s e t t l e m e n t s t h e r e a r e to t a l ly d e p e n d e n t 
o n t h e r u l e r s ' g r a c i o u s n e s s (Ant. 17:24f, H e r o d ; 18:28, P h i l i p ) . 
A c c o r d i n g l y , n e i t h e r A n t i o c h i a n o r Se leuc ia a r e l ike ly to h a v e 
exerc i sed a n y g r e a t c u l t u r a l i n f l u e n c e s o n t h e t e r r i to ry w e a re 
d e s c r i b i n g a s G a l i l e e , o r o n t he life of t h e o l d e r p o p u l a t i o n there . 
G e o g r a p h i c a l l y , A n t i o c h i a a p p e a r s t o h a v e b e e n s i t u a t e d i n t h e 
H u l e h b a s i n n e a r P a n e a s (Ant. 17:24) a n d its o r i e n t a t i o n w a s 
t o w a r d s t h e s o u t h , s o m e t h i n g i n d i c a t e d by J o s e p h u s ' p h r a s e ' t he 
va l ley of A n t i o c h i a ' (Ant 13:394; War 1:105). 

S e l e u c i a o n t h e o t h e r h a n d lay i n t h e G a u l a n ac ross t h e J o r d a n 
(Ant. 13:393), a n d t h e fact t h a t by J o s e p h u s ' d a y it is a v i l l age 
(Life 187), h a v i n g b e e n s u p e r s e d e d b o t h by t h e n e a r b y Be thsa ida , 
u p g r a d e d by P h i l i p a n d g i v e n t h e n a m e J u l i a s (Ant. 18:28), a n d 
by t h e for t ress of G a m a l a (Life 398), i n d i c a t e s t h a t i ts s p h e r e of i n 
f l uence w a s neve r very w i d e . I n v iew of o t h e r c o n t a c t s b e t w e e n t h e 
r e g i o n s , i t w o u l d h a v e b e e n t h e m o r e l ike ly of t h e t w o to h a v e 
affected G a l i l e a n c o u n t r y life, b u t f r o m t h e la te r ev idence i t does 
n o t s eem to h a v e d o n e so . 

(iv) Tyre 

R e t u r n i n g o n c e m o r e to t h e coas t o u r a t t e n t i o n h a s a l r eady been 
d r a w n to t h e g e o p h y s i c a l fea tures w h i c h gave r ise to a rea l t e n s i o n 
be tween coastal se t t lements a n d the h i n t e r l a n d . T h i s was n o w h e r e 
m o r e a p p a r e n t t h a n a t T y r e w h i c h h a d the benefit of on ly a n a r r o w 
s t r i p of p l a i n before t h e b e g i n n i n g of t h e i n t e r i o r m o u n t a i n o u s 
r e g i o n , w i t h i ts o w n very dif ferent p h y s i c a l fea tures a n d conse 
q u e n t p a t t e r n of h u m a n h a b i t a t i o n . W e m u s t n o w e x a m i n e the 
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ex t en t of T y r i a n ' i n c u r s i o n s ' i n t o t he i n t e r i o r , a n d see h o w these 
were l ikely to h a v e affected J e w i s h life a n d c u l t u r e i n G a l i l e e . 

A l e x a n d e r ' s seven m o n t h s ' s iege of T y r e s h o w s h o w i m p o r t a n t 
t he r e d u c t i o n of t h i s i n d e p e n d e n t a n d c o m m e r c i a l l y i m p o r t a n t 
ci ty w a s to h i s p l a n s . I t is n o t c e r t a i n w h e n exac t ly w e a r e to d a t e 
the f o u n d i n g of t h e h e l l e n i s t i c c i ty , b u t T c h e r i k o v e r m a k e s a 
g o o d case for a t t r i b u t i n g it a l r e a d y to t h e P t o l e m i e s . 3 5 I t is u n 
l ikely t h a t th i s ac t of r e f o u n d i n g t h e c i ty b r o u g h t a b o u t a n y l a rge -
scale c h a n g e of p o p u l a t i o n . U n d o u b t e d l y t h e G r e e k e l e m e n t 
w o u l d h a v e been inc reased t he re i n t e r m s of c u s t o m s officials a n d 
o t h e r a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p e r s o n n e l , a s t h e Z e n o n p a p y r i i l l u s t r a t e . 3 6 

H o w e v e r , G r e e k h a d l o n g before m i n g l e d w i t h e a s t e r n i n t h i s 
c o m m e r c i a l city a n d t h e n e w a r r i va l s c a n n o t h a v e d ra s t i ca l ly 
a l t e red its cha rac t e r , even t h o u g h t h e m o n a r c h i c a l sys t em of g o v 
e r n m e n t a p p e a r s to h a v e b e e n d r o p p e d a b o u t t h e year 259 B .C .E . 
I n th i s r e g a r d B i c k e r m a n h a s s h o w n h o w t h e h e l l e n i z a t i o n 
process o p e r a t e d b o t h h e r e a n d a t n e a r b y S i d o n . W h i l e t h i s l a t t e r 
city is t h o r o u g h l y he l l en i zed to t h e p o i n t w h e r e i ts c i t i zens c a n 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e O l y m p i c g a m e s — t h e t r u e h a l l m a r k of t h e 
H e l l e n e — n e v e r t h e l e s s i t r e t a i n e d i ts o w n o r i e n t a l f o r m of g o v e r n 
m e n t w i t h 8LKaarat i n c o n t r o l (cf. Contra Apionem 1:158). 3 7 T h e 
s a m e a p p l i e s to T y r e w h e r e t he O l y m p i c g a m e s w e r e h e l d i n t h e 
year 172 B .C .E . (2 Mace. 4:18) a n d w e f ind i n h a b i t a n t s of t h e c i ty 
t a k i n g p a r t i n t he g a m e s a t D e l o s a b o u t 100 years ea r l i e r . Yet , 
s ide by s ide w i t h t h i s p i c t u r e of t h o r o u g h g o i n g h e l l e n i z a t i o n a n d 
a d o p t i o n of t h e G r e e k w a y of life, t h e e v i d e n c e of t h e i n s c r i p t i o n s 
s h o w s t h a t P h o e n i c i a n as we l l as G r e e k c o n t i n u e d to be s p o k e n as 
la te as t h e first c e n t u r y B . C . E . 3 8 Yet t h e sys tem of g o v e r n m e n t w a s 
st i l l o l i g a r c h i c r a t h e r t h a n d e m o c r a t i c as w a s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of t h e 
G r e e k ci ty p r o p e r . I t is e v i d e n t t h e n t h a t i n d i s c u s s i n g t h e p o s s i 
b i l i ty of T y r e ' s c u l t u r a l i m p a c t o n i ts G a l i l e a n h i n t e r l a n d w e a r e 
d e a l i n g w i t h a d e v e l o p i n g s i t u a t i o n w h e r e t h e c h a r a c t e r of t h e 
a g e n t for c h a n g e is itself u n d e r g o i n g t r a n s f o r m a t i o n w i t h t h e 
p a s s a g e of t i m e , b u t w i t h o u t l o s i n g i ts o l d e r i d e n t i t y . 

T h e r e w a s o n e a r e a of life w h e r e T y r i a n i n f l u e n c e o n t h e i n 
te r ior w a s n o t l ike ly to h a v e c h a n g e d very m u c h over t h e c e n t u r i e s , 
n a m e l y its c o m m e r c i a l r e l a t i o n s — s o m e t h i n g t h a t is test if ied to by 
t w o b ib l i ca l w r i t e r s as far a p a r t as Ezech ie l i n t h e 6 t h c e n t u r y 
B.C.E. a n d L u k e i n t h e 1st c e n t u r y C .E . T h e f o r m e r i n c h . 27 
p a i n t s a v iv id p i c t u r e of t h e l ively c o m m e r c i a l life of t h i s b u s y a n d 
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r i c h m e t r o p o l i s , ' m e r c h a n t s of t h e p e o p l e s o n m a n y c o a s t l a n d s . ' 
T h a t t h e J e w s a l s o t o o k p a r t i n t h i s e x c h a n g e is m a d e c lear i n 
v. 17: ' J u d a h a n d the l a n d of Israel t raded w i t h you ; they exchanged 
for y o u r m e r c h a n d i s e w h e a t , o l ives a n d ear ly figs, h o n e y , o i l a n d 
b a l m / I t is n o t s u r p r i s i n g to f ind th i s e x c h a n g e to be the i n t e r io r ' s 
(espec ia l ly Ga l i l e e ' s ) a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c e for T y r e ' s m e r c h a n 
d ise . T h i s p rocess w a s l ike ly to h a v e b e e n a c c e n t u a t e d i n t he 
h e l l e n i s t i c p e r i o d w i t h t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of n e w m a r k e t s for ag r i 
c u l t u r a l p r o d u c e o n t h e o n e h a n d , a n d t h e i m p r o v e d a g r i c u l t u r a l 
t e c h n i q u e s i n t r o d u c e d by t h e P t o l e m i e s i n p a r t i c u l a r . L i t t l e seems 
to h a v e c h a n g e d i n t h i s r e g a r d w h e n L u k e c o u l d w r i t e as fo l lows 
for t h e e n d of t h e 1st c e n t u r y C.E. : ' N o w H e r o d ( A g r i p p a I, 40-44 
C.E.) w a s a n g r y w i t h t h e p e o p l e of T y r e a n d S i d o n ; a n d they c a m e 
to h i m i n a b o d y , a n d h a v i n g p e r s u a d e d B la s tu s , t h e k i n g ' s c h a m 
b e r l a i n , they a s k e d for peace , b e c a u s e the i r c o u n t r y d e p e n d e d o n 
t h e k i n g ' s c o u n t r y for food ' (Acts 12:20). T h a t t h i s t r ade b e t w e e n 
T y r e a n d i ts J e w i s h h i n t e r l a n d c o n t i n u e d t h r o u g h t h e c e n t u r i e s is 
a l s o e v i d e n c e d by o t h e r l i t e ra ry as w e l l as a r c h a e o l o g i c a l ev idence . 
W e h e a r of d o n k e y c a r a v a n s b r i n g i n g c o r n to T y r e f rom the 
i n t e r i o r (T. Dem 1:10). A t T y r e t h e r e w a s a h u g e t r a d i n g m a r k e t 
a n d t h i s t o o is m e n t i o n e d i n t h e T a l m u d (p. Ab Zar 4 ,39d). As a 
r e s u l t of these c o m m e r c i a l c o n n e c t i o n s w e k n o w of a J e w i s h 
c o m m u n i t y a t T y r e a n d h e a r of r a b b i s v i s i t i n g it, a n d a C h r i s t i a n 
c o m m u n i t y seems to h a v e e s t a b l i s h e d itself t he re fairly ear ly 
(Ac 21:3-7). T h i s p r e s e n c e w o u l d h a v e m e a n t p a r t i c u l a r d e m a n d s 
o n J e w i s h w i n e a n d o i l p r o d u c t s as w e k n o w f rom Life 74 w h e r e 
J o h n of G i s c h a l a w a s a b l e to e s t a b l i s h a n o i l m o n o p o l y i n d e a l i n g 
w i t h S y r i a n J e w s . T h e p r e s e n c e of so m a n y T y r i a n sheke ls i n 
P a l e s t i n e as d i s t i n c t f r o m o t h e r c o i n s is n o t j u s t to be e x p l a i n e d 
by t h e year ly ha l f sheke l o f fe r ings t h a t every m a l e J e w m a d e to 
t h e t e m p l e i n T y r i a n c o i n a g e , b u t m u s t a l s o be a t t r i b u t e d in p a r t 
to t h e c o m m e r c i a l traffic b e t w e e n t h e ci ty a n d the i n t e r i o r . 3 9 

I n e v i t a b l y these r e l a t i o n s w e r e n o t a l w a y s l ike ly to r e m a i n 
o n a p u r e l y a m i c a b l e bas i s . Prec i se ly b e c a u s e t he p r o d u c e of the 
i n t e r i o r w a s so v i t a l to T y r e ' s t r ade a n d life they we re n o t l ikely 
to leave i t d e p e n d e n t o n g o o d r e l a t i o n s a l o n e . S o m e k i n d of 
p o l i t i c a l c o n s o l i d a t i o n w a s ca l l ed for, a n d th i s is prec ise ly w h a t 
c a n be seen d e v e l o p i n g over t h e c e n t u r i e s . A l r eady S o l o m o n 
e x c h a n g e d w i t h H i r a m k i n g of T y r e t w e n t y c i t ies of G a l i l e e for 
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t he t i m b e r a n d g o l d h e n e e d e d for J e r u s a l e m (1 # g s 9 : 1 4 - 2 0 ) , 4 0 b u t 
t e r r i to r ia l a g g r a n d i z e m e n t does n o t n o r m a l l y t ake p l a c e o n t h a t 
g r a n d scale a n d the p a s s a g e c i t ed f rom Acts s h o w s t h a t i n t h e 
days of A g r i p p a I t he r e w e r e s t i l l d i s p u t e s b e t w e e n the t w o sets 
of in te res t s . 

I n d e s c r i b i n g the b o u n d a r i e s of G a l i l e e , J o s e p h u s m e n t i o n s 
for the n o r t h o n l y t he t e r r i to ry of T y r e (War 3:39); yet t he r e is n o 
f inal a g r e e m e n t a m o n g p o l i t i c a l g e o g r a p h e r s o n t h e a c t u a l 
l o c a t i o n of t h i s b o u n d a r y o r i ts e x t e n t . T h e m o s t l ike ly v iew is 
t h a t i t r a n a l o n g t h e W a d i ' O b a , t h u s p a s s i n g b e t w e e n Kedasa 
a n d G i s c h a l a . 4 1 As ea r ly as t h e P e r s i a n p e r i o d t h e t e r r i to ry of 
T y r e h a d been inc reased c o n s i d e r a b l y t o w a r d s t h e i n t e r i o r ac 
c o r d i n g to Al t , b u t th i s m a y h a v e b e e n r e d u c e d s u b s e q u e n t l y 
d u r i n g the P t o l e m a i c p e r i o d , for as w e h a v e seen , they i n s i s t ed 
o n h a v i n g the i r o w n officials the re , i n l i n e w i t h t h e i r p o l i c y of 
o n l y l i m i t e d f reedom to t he c i t i e s . 4 2 At a l l even t s i t is for a m u c h 
la ter p e r i o d t h a t we h a v e the bes t ev idence for t h i s e n c r o a c h m e n t 
by the T y r i a n s , b u t p r e s u m a b l y t h i s is o n l y o n e e x a m p l e of a 
c o n s t a n t fea ture of t h e r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n t h e t w o te r r i to r i es , 
d e p e n d i n g o n the w a y t h e p o l i t i c a l p e n d u l u m w a s s w i n g i n g . 
T h u s d u r i n g t h e d i s t u r b e d t i m e s of t h e R o m a n c ivi l w a r s (49-45 
B.C.E) , w i t h t h e H e r o d i a n a n d H a s m o n a e a n i n v o l v e m e n t i n 
these , w e h e a r of a fairly s e r ious e n c r o a c h m e n t of J e w i s h t e r r i to ry 
by M a r i o n ' t he t y r a n t of T y r e ' (Ant. 14:297; War 1:238), w h o 
i n v a d e d G a l i l e e a n d c a p t u r e d t h r ee s t r o n g h o l d s . H e r o d is re
p o r t e d to h a v e i m m e d i a t e l y d i s l o d g e d h i m , b u t i n t h e l i g h t of 
the s u b s e q u e n t even t s h e m u s t n o t h a v e b e e n a l t o g e t h e r suc 
cessful, for la ter A n t o n y p r o m i s e s t h e de l ega t e s of t h e J e w i s h 
e t h n a r c h H y r c a n u s t h a t h e w o u l d res to re t h o s e p l ace s they h a d 
lost , f o r b i d d i n g t h e T y r i a n s to u s e v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t t h e m (Ant. 
14:313). H e t h e n wr i t e s to the p e o p l e of T y r e c o m m a n d i n g t h e m 
to r e t u r n to H y r c a n u s a l l t h o s e p l ace s w h i c h b e l o n g e d to h i m 
before M a r i o n ' s i n v a s i o n , w h i c h h a d b e e n u n d e r t a k e n a t t h e 
i n s t i g a t i o n of C a s s i u s , A n t o n y ' s e n e m y . T h e y a r e fu r the r o r d e r e d 
to m a k e th i s decree p u b l i c , w r i t t e n i n G r e e k a n d L a t i n (Ant. 
14:317.319). T h i s a r r a n g e m e n t by A n t o n y c o r r e s p o n d s to a n 
ear l i e r e n a c t m e n t by J u l i u s C a e s a r w h i c h s h o w s a s i m i l a r c o n c e r n 
for the r i g h t s of t h e J e w s a l o n g t h e c o a s t a l p l a i n , e spec i a l ly i n 
r e l a t i o n s w i t h T y r e , S i d o n a n d A s c a l o n (Ant. 14:197), s ince t h e 
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decrees i n q u e s t i o n a r e t o be p u b l i s h e d i n these c i t ies . F r o m 
these i t e m e r g e s t h a t t h e J e w s ' a re to en joy t h e f ru i t s of t h e p laces 
g i v e n to t h e m ' (Ant. 14:196). F u r t h e r , a n d th i s seems to be specif i
ca l ly d i r ec ted a t T y r e , 'as for t h e p l ace s , l a n d s a n d f a rms , t h e 
f rui ts of w h i c h t h e k i n g s of Syr ia a n d P h o e n i c i a , a s a l l ies of t he 
R o m a n s , we re p e r m i t t e d to en joy by t he i r gift (Kara Swptav), these 
t h e s ena t e decrees t h a t t h e J e w s s h a l l h a v e ' (Ant. 14:209). T h e r e 
is n o a c t u a l r eco rd of s u c h a gift of J e w i s h t e r r i to ry by the R o 
m a n s , b u t i t m a y be in fe r red t h a t w h a t is i n m i n d h e r e is t e r r i to ry 
w h i c h h a d b e e n u n d e r H a s m o n a e a n c o n t r o l , b u t w h i c h P o m p e y 
h a d b e q u e a t h e d to t h e v a r i o u s c i t ies a n d r u l e r s w h e n h e l ibe ra t ed 
t h e h e l l e n i s t i c c i t ies of P a l e s t i n e . O n th i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g Caesa r ' s 
a r r a n g e m e n t d i d n o t reverse t h a t of P o m p e y b u t me re ly c u r t a i l e d 
t h e r i g h t s of t h e v a r i o u s c i t ies ove r t he s u r r o u n d i n g te r r i tory , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i t w o u l d seem G a l i l e e , s ince i t w a s t he re t h a t r i g h t s 
to t h e f ru i t s of t he i r l a n d w e r e l ike ly to be v io l a t ed , a t least by 
T y r e a n d S i d o n . 4 3 

H e r o d t h e G r e a t a p p e a r s to h a v e e s t a b l i s h e d g o o d r e l a t i o n s 
w i t h t h e T y r i a n s , b u t these were b a s e d o n h i s h e l l e n i s t i c t e n d e n 
cies r a t h e r t h a n o n a n y c o m i n g to t e r m s w i t h ' t he G a l i l e a n 
q u e s t i o n . ' T h u s w e h e a r t h a t H e r o d e n d o w e d th i s c i ty as we l l 
as Be ry tus ' w i t h w a l l s , p o r t i c o e s , t e m p l e s , a n d m a r k e t p l a c e s ' 
(War 1:422). H e w a s a c t u a l l y p r e s e n t i n t h e ci ty w h e n J e w i s h 
de l ega t e s w h o h a d c o m e to p r o t e s t to A n t o n y a b o u t h i s b e i n g 
a p p o i n t e d t e t r a r ch a r e s l a u g h t e r e d by A n t o n y ' s t r o o p s (War 
1:242-47). T h e g o v e r n o r of T y r e s u p p o r t e d h i m fully, j u s t as la ter 
h e c a n rely o n t he i r s u p p o r t i n h i s a t t e m p t s to l i be ra t e h i s b r o t h e r 
P h a s a e l f rom t h e P a r t h i a n s (War 1:275). Yet t he i n d i c a t i o n s a re 
t h a t t h r o u g h o u t t he n e x t c e n t u r y r e l a t i o n s w e r e n o t a l w a y s so 
g o o d . T h e reference f rom Acts (12:20) a l r e a d y c i ted , i nd i ca t e s 
h o s t i l i t y a t t he t i m e of A g r i p p a I, a n d w h e n a g a i n o u r sources 
b e g i n to cover t h e a r ea a t t h e o u t b r e a k of t h e w a r , n o t h i n g seems 
to h a v e c h a n g e d . I n t h e d i s t u r b a n c e s of t h e year 66 C.E . Kedasa 
a T y r i a n v i l l a ge , is m e n t i o n e d as o n e of t h e p l ace s des t royed by t h e 
J e w s (War 2:459) a n d i n t he s e q u e l w e h e a r t h a t ' t he T y r i a n s 
d i s p a t c h e d a c o n s i d e r a b l e n u m b e r , b u t i m p r i s o n e d t h e m a j o r i t y 
i n c h a i n s ' (War 2:478) — o n t h e w h o l e a m i l d e r fate t h a n t h a t 
of t h e J e w s e l s e w h e r e , e spec ia ly a t S c y t h o p o l i s . As a l r e a d y m e n 
t i o n e d G i s c h a l a s eems to h a v e b e e n s i t u a t e d c lose to the T y r i a n 
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b o r d e r s a n d its r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h t h e n e i g h b o r i n g t e r r i to ry seems 
to be typ ica l of s u c h i so l a t ed o u t p o s t s — e c o n o m i c necess i t ies 
d o n o t a l l o w a to ta l b r e a k i n r e l a t i o n s , b u t r a re ly d o these b l o s s o m 
i n t o c o - o p e r a t i o n a n d m u t u a l t rus t . T h u s w e h e a r of J o h n d r a w 
i n g o n T y r i a n (mercenar ies? ) t o r a v a g e G a l i l e e (War 2:589) a n d 
la ter h e h a s s t i l l 1,500 m e n f rom t h e T y r i a n m e t r o p o l i s i n h i s 
r a n k s (Life 372), d e s p i t e t h e fact t h a t G i s c h a l a h a d b e e n sacked 
in t he i n t e r i m by p e o p l e f rom, a m o n g o t h e r p l a c e s , T y r e (Life 44). 
T y p i c a l of s i m i l a r r e l a t i o n s o n t h e T y r i a n s ide is t he v i l l age of 
Kedasa . I t is s a id to be s i t u a t e d ' b e t w e e n t h e l a n d of T y r e a n d 
G a l i l e e / a c c o r d i n g t o Ant 13:154, c a l l ed a T y r i a n v i l l a g e (War 
2:459) a n d desc r ibed as 'a s t r o n g i n l a n d v i l l a g e of t h e T y r i a n s , 
a l w a y s a t feud a n d str ife w i t h the Galileans, h a v i n g i ts l a r g e 
p o p u l a t i o n a n d s t o u t defenses as r e sou rces b e h i n d i t i n i ts q u a r r e l 
w i t h the nation' (War 4:105). It is f r o m t h e r e t h a t T i t u s l a u n c h e s 
h i s a t t a ck o n G i s c h a l a j u s t as D e m e t r i u s I I h a d d o n e t w o c e n t u r i e s 
before a g a i n s t J o n a t h a n (1 Mace. 2:67; Ant. 13:162). 

I n a t t e m p t i n g to s u m u p t h e p o s s i b l e c u l t u r a l i n f l u e n c e s of 
T y r e o n J e w i s h life i n G a l i l e e , t w o i m p o r t a n t a spec t s of t h e 
h i s to ry j u s t o u t l i n e d a re to be n o t e d . I n t h e first p l a c e o n e m u s t 
r ecogn ize t h e c h a n g i n g c i r c u m s t a n c e s of T y r e itself. A l r e a d y 
e s t ab l i shed as a c o m m e r c i a l a n d i n d u s t r i a l cen te r before A l e x a n 
de r ' s a t t ack , i t q u i c k l y recovered i n t he H e l l e n i s t i c p e r i o d , d e s p i t e 
the fact t h a t i t h a d to b u y i ts i n d e p e n d e n c e f rom t h e Se l euc ids a n d 
w a s p r o b a b l y res t r ic ted by t h e P t o l e m i e s . 4 4 T h e h e y d a y of i ts 
p o s i t i o n w i t h i n o u r ove ra l l p e r i o d p r o b a b l y c a m e b e t w e e n t h e 
years 126-25 B .C .E . a n d 56-57 C .E . w h e n as a free ci ty i t s t r u c k 
its o w n c o i n s w h i c h were r e c o g n i z e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e 
w o r l d for t h e exce l l ence of t he i r q u a l i t y a n d t h e i r rea l w o r t h , 
w h i c h h a d n o t b e e n d i m i n i s h e d d e s p i t e a m a j o r i n f l a t i o n a r y 
s i t u a t i o n t h a t w a s b e i n g e x p e r i e n c e d i n P a r t h i a , E g y p t a n d 
S y r i a . 4 5 O n b e i n g i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o t h e R o m a n p r o v i n c e of 
Syr ia by P o m p e y , T y r e ' s f o r t u n e s seem to h a v e su rv ived be t t e r 
t h a n m a n y o t h e r S y r i a n c i t ies , b u t the re is l i t t l e d o u b t t h a t i t p a i d 
a p r i ce for t h i s . 4 6 I t m a y be n o a c c i d e n t of h i s t o r y t h e n t h a t i t is 
i n th i s p e r i o d t h a t w e h e a r of i ts e n c r o a c h m e n t o n t h e i n t e r i o r 
as th i s is reflected i n C a e s a r ' s decrees . T h e m o r e e x t e r n a l p r e s s u r e s 
c a m e to bea r o n t h e b u o y a n t e c o n o m i c life of t h e ci ty , t h e m o r e 
it h a d to d r a w o n t h e r e sou rces of i ts o w n h i n t e r l a n d n e a r e r h o m e . 
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S e c o n d l y , w e c a n c o n t r a s t t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p of n e e d for a n 
a d e q u a t e h i n t e r l a n d a t T y r e w i t h t h e s i t u a t i o n a t S c y t h o p o l i s a n d 
P t o l e m a i s a l r e a d y desc r ibed , b o t h h a v i n g t h e i r o w n n a t u r a l terr i 
tor ies w i t h o u t a n y n e e d for e n c r o a c h m e n t . T h i s d i d n o t neces
sa r i ly m e a n t h a t P t o l e m a i s w a s a n y m o r e t o l e r a n t of i ts G a l i l e a n 
n e i g h b o r s h o w e v e r , a n d w e h a v e n o t e d h o w pe r s i s t en t l y i t w a s t h e 
s o u r c e of a t t a c k a g a i n s t t h e i n t e r i o r . H o w e v e r , i t s h o u l d be n o t e d 
t h a t these a t t a c k s w e r e by o u t s i d e r u l e r s , Se leuc ids , P t o l e m i e s 
o r R o m a n s — t h e r e is n o e v i d e n c e of a c t u a l e n c r o a c h m e n t by 
P t o l e m a i s itself. S c y t h o p o l i s , w e h a v e a r g u e d , h a d o n t h e w h o l e 
peace fu l r e l a t i o n s w i t h i ts n o r t h e r n n e i g h b o r s , p a r t l y p e r h a p s 
b e c a u s e these w e r e l i ke itself, c i ty t e r r i to r i es — P h i l o t e r i a a n d 
l a t e r T i b e r i a s — a n d p a r t l y b e c a u s e of i ts o w n self-sufficiency. 
T y r e , h o w e v e r , h a s a h i s t o r y of p e r s o n a l e n c r o a c h m e n t i n t o 
G a l i l e a n t e r r i to ry f r o m t h e days of S o l o m o n to Caesa r . T h u s i t 
p o s e s t h e t h r e a t n o t of t h e i n v a d e r b u t of t h e p e r m a n e n t a g g r a n -
dizer . I t n e e d e d t h e i n t e r i o r for s u p p l i e s of food a n d r a w m a t e r i a l s 
a n d to i n s u r e a safe p a s s a g e for t h e m a n y t r ade r s w h o f r e q u e n t e d 
i ts m a r k e t s , p r o b a b l y e x p l a i n i n g t h e fact t h a t Kedasa , a b o r d e r 
t o w n , w a s so s t o u t l y fort i f ied. As s u c h i t p o s e d a di f ferent a n d 
m o r e s u b t l e t h r e a t t o t h e w a y of life of t h e p e o p l e of t he in t e r io r . 

T h e e c o n o m i c a t t r a c t i o n s of h a v i n g s u c h a l ively m a r k e t for 
o n e ' s p r o d u c e c lose a t h a n d i n e v i t a b l y h e l p e d t h e G a l i l e a n 
p e a s a n t o v e r c o m e the sense of loss of i d e n t i t y w i t h h i s o w n c o m 
m u n i t y a n d h e r i t a g e , i so l a t ed as h e w a s g e o g r a p h i c a l l y f rom 
i ts cen te r . T h e p roces s h a d to be o n e of s l o w a b s o r p t i o n r a t h e r 
t h a n v i o l e n t t akeover , a n d w h e n th i s d o e s t ake p l a c e i t a rouses 
r e s e n t m e n t a n d r e a w a k e n s o l d e r di f ferences t h a t h a v e been 
g r a d u a l l y e r o d e d t h r o u g h c o n t a c t . I n t h e case of T y r e a n d t h e 
G a l i l e a n h i n t e r l a n d t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p d i d n o t b e g i n w i t h t he 
h e l l e n i s t i c a g e , b u t h a d p r e - d a t e d i t by several c e n t u r i e s a t least , 
as Ezechie l test if ies. I t w a s acce le ra t ed c e r t a i n l y by t h e inc reased 
p r o d u c t i v i t y of h e l l e n i s t i c t i m e s . O n e t h i n k s of t h e ev idence for 
G r e e k i n f l u e n c e s i n a r c h i t e c t u r e , p o t t e r y , l a n g u a g e a n d the g lass 
i n d u s t r y u n e a r t h e d a t T e l A n a f a i n t h e H u l e h b a s i n for t he 2 n d 
c e n t u r y B . C . E . 4 7 W h i l e t h e p r e p o n d e r a n c e of T y r i a n c o i n s a m o n g 
t h e f inds t h e r e does n o t de f in i t ive ly p r o v e t h e d i r ec t c o n t a c t s — 
s ince t h e c o i n s h a d a w i d e c i r c u l a t i o n — the p r e s e n c e of t h e g lass 
i n d u s t r y i n b o t h cen te r s p r o b a b l y i n s u r e d f r e q u e n t a n d s tab le 
c o n t a c t s . 4 8 U n d o u b t e d l y th i s is b u t o n e e x a m p l e t h a t h a s c o m e 
to l i g h t of a p r o c e s s of c u l t u r a l a d a p t a t i o n t h r o u g h e c o n o m i c a n d 
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socia l c o n t a c t s o n a m u c h w i d e r sca le . T h e h o s t i l e a t t i t u d e s 
t o w a r d s the i r n e i g h b o r s d i s p l a y e d b o t h a t G i s c h a l a a n d K e d a s a 
does n o t d i s p r o v e th i s h y p o t h e s i s . B o t h a r e b o r d e r t o w n s , e a c h 
o u t p o s t s of t w o very di f ferent c u l t u r e s , J e r u s a l e m a n d T y r e , a n d 
therefore l ike ly to be aggress ive ly asse r t ive of t h e i r d i f ferent 
t r a d i t i o n s a n d h o s t i l e t o t h e o t h e r . I t o n l y ca l l s for a n a m b i t i o u s 
m a n , as J o h n u n d o u b t e d l y w a s , to e x p l o i t o n o n e s ide o r t h e o t h e r 
the l a t en t loya l t i e s of t h e p e a s a n t p e o p l e . Yet even i n t h e very 
ac t of d o i n g so h e c a n s t i l l ava i l h imse l f of t h e g r e a t e r p o s s i b i l i t i e s 
t h a t c o n t a c t w i t h t h e e n e m y offers, w i t h o u t s e e i n g t h e a p p a r e n t 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n . T o t h i s c o n s i d e r a t i o n m u s t be a d d e d t h e a m o u n t 
of socia l u n r e s t t h a t c a m e f rom loss of l a n d s o n t h e G a l i l e a n s ide , 
w h i c h e x p l a i n s s o m e a t least of t h e b r i g a n d a g e so f r e q u e n t l y 
m e n t i o n e d by J o s e p h u s . I n these c i r c u m s t a n c e s i t is easy to u n d e r 
s t a n d Kedasa ' s c o n s t a n t s ta te of feud w i t h G a l i l e a n J e w s . I ts 
f u n c t i o n w a s to p r o t e c t t h e c a r a v a n s of e a s t e r n t r ade r s w h i c h 
were o n e s o u r c e of T y r e ' s p r o s p e r i t y . 4 9 S u c h w e a l t h p a s s i n g o n 
its b o r d e r s w a s a c o n s t a n t t e m p t a t i o n for t h e d e p r i v e d G a l i l e a n 
to e n g a g e i n b r i g a n d a g e , as c a n be s h o w n for o t h e r b o r d e r a r ea s 
(Life 126ff. for t h e G r e a t P l a i n a n d Ant 15:346f. for B a t a n a e a ) . 

CONCLUSION 

O u r d i s c u s s i o n of t h e first p h a s e of G a l i l e e ' s c o n t a c t w i t h 
H e l l e n i z a t i o n i n t e r m s of t h e e m e r g e n c e of t h e G r e e k c i t ies su r 
r o u n d i n g it h a s led to n o ove ra l l c o n c l u s i o n s . O u r ca l l for ca re 
fully d i s t i n g u i s h i n g t h e i n f l u e n c e of d i f fe ren t c i t ies h a s , w e 
bel ieve, b e e n s u b s t a n t i a t e d by t h e ev idence . Di f fe ren t p o l i t i c a l , 
g e o g r a p h i c a l a n d e c o n o m i c factors o p e r a t e b o t h i n t h e e m e r g e n c e 
of these c i t ies t hemse lve s a n d i n t h e e x t e n t a n d n a t u r e of t h e i r 
con t ac t s w i t h t h e i n t e r i o r . O n t h e w h o l e t h e e v i d e n c e w e i g h s 
a g a i n s t t hose w h o see t h e c i t ies as t h e a g e n t s for l a rge - sca le c u l 
t u r a l c h a n g e i n G a l i l e e , a t leas t i n t h e ea r l i e r p e r i o d . 

I I 
T H E S E C O N D P H A S E O F U R B A N I Z A T I O N : 

T H E R O M A N P E R I O D 

W h i l e t he first p h a s e of u r b a n i z a t i o n t o u c h e d t h e o u t s k i r t s of 
t he p o l i t i c a l a r ea t h a t w a s G a l i l e e , t h e s e c o n d p h a s e r e a c h e d t h e 
very h e a r t of t h e p r o v i n c e . H o w e v e r , t h e d i f ference is n o t j u s t 
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a m a t t e r of t h e g e o g r a p h i c a l s i t i n g of c i t ies , s ince th i s by itself 
is n o g u a r a n t e e of c u l t u r a l c h a n g e . T h e d i f ference b e t w e e n th i s 
s e c o n d p h a s e a n d t h e ea r l i e r o n e w e h a v e d i scussed is t h a t t he 
t w o ci t ies of m o s t in te res t - S e p p h o r i s a n d T i b e r i a s - a re t h e 
o u t g r o w t h of c u l t u r a l a n d p o l i t i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t s w i t h i n J u 
d a i s m itself a n d a r e there fore J e w i s h c i t ies , n o t , p r i m a r i l y a t 
least , t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n of a l i e n s by fo re ign p o w e r s . As w e sha l l 
see, t h i s d i f ference is of v i ta l i m p o r t a n c e i n a s se s s ing t he i r i m p a c t 
o n G a l i l e a n J u d a i s m a n d i n p a r t i c u l a r o n t h e p e a s a n t s w h o s e 
s i t u a t i o n w e h a v e yet t o d i scuss . 

(i) Sepphoris 

A r c h a e o l o g i c a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n h a s c o n f i r m e d the w r i t t e n testi
m o n y of t h e M i s h n a h t h a t S e p p h o r i s w a s a s t r o n g fortress (M. 
Arak 9:6), a n d it is p r o b a b l y for t h i s r e a s o n t h a t i t e m e r g e d as 
t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t c e n t e r i n G a l i l e e , d e s p i t e t h e lack of a n y o lde r 
I s rae l i t e r o o t s . I t s s t r a t eg ic l o c a t i o n , l y i n g i n t h e h e a r t of fertile 
G a l i l e e is n o t los t o n J o s e p h u s w h o desc r ibes i t as ' t h e s t ronges t 
c i ty of G a l i l e e / w i t h a m o u n t a i n fortress f a c ing it i n dif f icul t 
t e r r a i n ' i n t h e h e a r t of G a l i l e e ' (War 2:510f.). O n c e fort if ied it 
w a s i m p r e g n a b l e , i n h i s e s t i m a t i o n , even f r o m t h e R o m a n s 
(Life 346), a n d s h o u l d t h e l o w e r ci ty be o c c u p i e d t h e p e o p l e were 
a b l e t o t ake r e fuge i n t h e c i t ade l (CLKPOTOXLP ; Life 376). V e s p a s i a n 
t o o w a s we l l a w a r e of i ts s t r a t eg i c p o s i t i o n for the c a m p a i g n 
a g a i n s t G a l i l e e (War 3:34). I n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y t h i s w a s w h y b o t h 
A n t i g o n u s (Ant. 14:413f.; War 1:304) a n d H e r o d (Ant. 17:271) 
h a d ea r l i e r u s e d i t a s a s t r o n g h o l d f rom w h i c h to e s t ab l i sh t h e m 
selves i n t h e p r o v i n c e . 

H o w e v e r , t h e rea l i m p o r t a n c e of S e p p h o r i s s t ems f rom the fact 
t h a t G a b i n i u s m a d e it t h e seat of o n e of t h e five c o u n c i l s (avvoboi) 
i n t o w h i c h h e d i v i d e d t h e J e w i s h n a t i o n i n 57 B .C .E . (War 1:170; 
Ant. 14:91, <rvi>e8pia ), t h e o n l y o n e for G a l i l e e . I t r e t a i n e d th i s 
p o s i t i o n of p r e - e m i n e n c e i n t he s u r r o u n d i n g c o u n t r y s i d e for 
several c e n t u r i e s , e x c e p t for a p e r i o d of t h i r t y years o r so w h e n 
A n t i p a s m a d e T i b e r i a s h i s c a p i t a l . H o w e v e r , w h e n th i s ci ty w a s 
t r ans fe r red to t h e t e r r i to ry of A g r i p p a II i n 54 C .E . S e p p h o r i s w a s 
r e s to red to i ts f o r m e r p o s i t i o n w i t h t h e r o y a l b a n k a n d the ar
ch ives , a fact t h a t c a u s e d c h a g r i n to J u s t u s of T i b e r i a s (Life 38; 
cf. War 2:252f.). W h i l e neve r e n j o y i n g t h e ful l r i g h t s of a G r e e k 
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ci ty, g i v e n t h e b u r e a u c r a t i c f o r m of b o t h J e w i s h a n d R o m a n 
g o v e r n m e n t t h a t o p e r a t e d t h r o u g h o u t i ts h i s t o r y , i n a l l p r o b a b i l 
i ty i t w a s e n d o w e d w i t h s o m e l a n d a t leas t o n b e i n g r e b u i l t by 
A n t i p a s (Ant. 18 :27) . 5 0 C o m p a r i n g i t w i t h T i b e r i a s a t t he o u t 
b reak of t h e w a r i n 66 C .E . J o s e p h u s wr i t e s : ' N o w S e p p h o r i s , 
s i t u a t e d i n t h e h e a r t of G a l i l e e , s u r r o u n d e d by n u m e r o u s v i l l ages , 
a n d i n a p o s i t i o n , w i t h o u t a n y di f f icul ty h a d s h e b e e n so i n c l i n e d , 
to m a k e a b o l d s t ance a g a i n s t t h e R o m a n s , neve r the l e s s d e c i d e d 
to r e m a i n loya l to h e r m a s t e r s ' (Life 346). F r o m th i s p a s s a g e a t 
least it w o u l d seem t h a t h a v i n g s u r r o u n d i n g v i l l ages g a v e i t a 
be t ter c h a n c e of w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e R o m a n s , h a d i t so des i red , 
p r e s u m a b l y b e c a u s e t h i s e n s u r e d it a d e q u a t e s u p p l i e s (cf. Ant. 
14:418, War 1:304). 

F o r o u r p u r p o s e s i t is t h i s p r o - R o m a n s t a n c e of S e p p h o r i s 
d u r i n g t h e first J e w i s h revo l t t h a t is of p a r t i c u l a r i m p o r t a n c e i n 
a t t e m p t i n g to assess i ts s p h e r e of i n f l u e n c e o n t h e s u r r o u n d i n g 
a r e a . 5 1 I n itself t h e a t t i t u d e is m o s t s u r p r i s i n g g i v e n t h e g e n e r a l 
a n t i - R o m a n a p p r o a c h of G a l i l e e a n d t h e G a l i l e a n s as a w h o l e . 
Besides, a t a n ea r l i e r p e r i o d of i ts h i s t o r y i t w a s t h e scene of J u d a s ' 
( the son of Hezech iah) act of defiance i n a s s e m b l i n g a cons iderab le 
b o d y of fo l lowers a n d i n v a d i n g t h e r o y a l a r s e n a l o n t h e d e a t h 
of H e r o d i n 4 B .C .E . (War 2:56; Ant. 17:271f.). H o w e v e r t h i s 
s h o w of i n d e p e n d e n c e by s o m e a t least of t h e p e o p l e of S e p p h o r i s 
a n d its n e i g h b o r h o o d d r e w a q u i c k a n d severe r e s p o n s e f r o m t h e 
R o m a n s , for t h e g o v e r n o r of Syr ia , V a r u s , a n d h i s a r m y des t royed 
the ci ty a n d r e d u c e d t h e c i t izens to s lavery (War 2:68; Ant 17:288). 
It w a s th i s t h a t led to t h e r e b u i l d i n g by H e r o d A n t i p a s a l r e a d y 
referred to , m a k i n g i t ' t h e o r n a m e n t of a l l G a l i l e e ' (Ant 18:27), a 
d e s c r i p t i o n w h i c h u n d o u b t e d l y s h o u l d be u n d e r s t o o d i n t h e l i g h t 
of h i s h e l l e n i s t i c s tyle of a r t a n d a r c h i t e c t u r a l e m b e l l i s h m e n t of 
T i b e r i a s . 

T o w h a t t h e n a re w e to a t t r i b u t e S e p p h o r i s ' re fusa l t o e n g a g e 
in t h e revol t? T h e r e is n o q u e s t i o n t h a t t h e p o p u l a t i o n w a s 
J e w i s h , for J o s e p h u s sees i ts p a c i f i s m as a r e j e c t i o n of k i n s m e n 
(6HO<I>V\OL War 3:32) a n d dec la res t h a t ' w h e n t h e t e m p l e t h a t is 
c o m m o n to u s a l l w a s i n d a n g e r of f a l l i n g i n t o t h e e n e m y ' s h a n d s ' 
they refused to s e n d h e l p (Life 348). A l m o s t 150 years ea r l i e r i n 
fact P t o l e m y L a t h y r u s a t t e m p t e d t o s u r p r i s e t h e c i ty a n d n e a r b y 
Asochis o n the sabba th , a n i nd i ca t i on tha t even t h e n its p o p u l a t i o n 
w a s J e w i s h (Ant. 13:337f.). Severa l e x p l a n a t i o n s of t h i s c a u t i o u s 
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if u n p o p u l a r s t a n c e h a v e b e e n g i v e n . T h e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l ev idence 
s h o w s , i t is sugges t ed , t h a t t he r e w a s n o i n t e r n a l w a t e r s u p p l y 
in the city, elevated as i t was , b u t i n fact a n e labora te system h a d been 
b u i l t a l o n g R o m a n l ines t o t h e east , r e p l a c i n g a n o l d e r s to rage 
sys t em w i t h i n t h e w a l l s . T h i s s i t u a t i o n w o u l d h a v e m a d e it 
e x t r e m e l y v u l n e r a b l e i n t h e even t of a s i e g e . 5 2 J o s e p h u s sugges t s 
t h a t t h e i r o v e r t u r e s t o V e s p a s i a n o n h i s a r r i v a l a t P t o l e m a i s we re 
w i t h a n eye to t h e i r o w n secur i ty a n d c o n s c i o u s of t h e p o w e r of 
t h e R o m a n s (War 3:30f). T h i s w o u l d s u p p o r t H o e h n e r ' s o p i n i o n 
t h a t t h e e x p e r i e n c e of t h e p r e v i o u s r e b e l l i o n h a d t a u g h t t h e m a 
s a l u t a r y if b i t t e r l e s s o n . 5 3 

B o t h s u g g e s t i o n s s e e m i n a d e q u a t e t o m e . S e p p h o r i s ' s t r e n g t h 
as a for tress is r e i t e r a t ed by f r i end a n d foe a l i ke . Besides , i t is 
n o t a t a l l c lear t h a t t h e p e o p l e of S e p p h o r i s t h e m s e l v e s e n g a g e d 
i n t h e p r e v i o u s r evo l t u n d e r J u d a s , even if V a r u s s u b s e q u e n t l y 
m a d e t h e m p a y t h e p r i c e for i t . 5 4 I n fact a c loser r e a d i n g of J o 
s e p h u s s h o w s t h a t t h e t h e m e of S e p p h o r i s ' p a c i f i s m is m a t c h e d 
by t h e ( c o u n t r y ) G a l i l e a n s ' a n i m o s i t y t o w a r d s it . W e suspec t t h a t 
a c o n s i d e r a t i o n of b o t h these t h e m e s m a y h e l p to g ive a be t ter 
a p p r e c i a t i o n of t h e p l a c e of S e p p h o r i s w i t h i n t h e life of Ga l i l e e , 
s i nce t e n s i o n s e x i s t i n g for a l o n g t i m e s u d d e n l y c a m e i n t o b o l d 
rel ief a t a m o m e n t of cr is is . 

T h e p r o - R o m a n s t a n c e of S e p p h o r i s is a c o n s t a n t t h r e a d r u n 
n i n g t h r o u g h J o s e p h u s ' Life: 30. 38. 104. 124. 232. 345-48. 373. 
394f., b u t i t is m e n t i o n e d i n War a l s o w h e r e t h e p e o p l e of Sep
p h o r i s g ree t V e s p a s i a n a t P t o l e m a i s a n d ask for h i s h e l p , s o m e 
t h i n g h e g l a d l y g r a n t s , s ince h e is a w a r e of its- s t r a t eg ic p o s i t i o n 
i n t h e h e a r t of e n e m y c o u n t r y , a n d so h e s ends P l a c i d u s h i s gen 
e ra l to t h e a r ea a n d l o d g e d t r o o p s i n t h e t o w n (War 3:30. 34. 59. 
6 1 . ) . 5 5 N o w h e r e d o w e get a h i n t of w h o a r e t h e l eaders of p u b l i c 
o p i n i o n a t S e p p h o r i s , a s t r i k i n g c o n t r a s t w i t h T i b e r i a s w h e r e 
J o s e p h u s goes i n t o g r e a t de t a i l a b o u t t h e v a r i o u s fac t ions (Life 
34ff.). O n l y i n o n e i n s t a n c e is t h e r e a s u g g e s t i o n of a n y t h i n g 
less t h a n full s u p p o r t for t h e p o l i c y (Life 346f.), w h e r e J o s e p h u s 
dec la res t h a t S e p p h o r i s e x c l u d e d h i m f rom t h e ci ty a n d fo rbade 
a n y of h e r c i t izens ' f r o m t a k i n g service w i t h t h e J e w s . ' T h u s w e 
see a w e l l o r g a n i z e d a n d o n t h e w h o l e u n i t e d ci ty. A p p a r e n t l y 
i t w a s w e a l t h y e n o u g h t o r e b u i l d i ts o w n w a l l s (War 2:574) a n d 
h a d s o m e i n f l u e n c e o n t h e s u r r o u n d i n g t o w n s a l s o , a t least a t t he 
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b e g i n n i n g of hos t i l i t i e s (War 2:510f.). I t s h o u l d n o t be f o r g o t t e n 
t h a t a t t h e t i m e of t h e first r evo l t S e p p h o r i s w a s t h e R o m a n 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e cen t e r of t h a t p a r t of G a l i l e e w h i c h d i d n o t b e l o n g 
to t h e te r r i to ry of A g r i p p a II (Life 38). A p p a r e n t l y t h i s b r o u g h t 
the ci ty c o m m e r c i a l benef i t s w h i c h J u s t u s of T i b e r i a s b e m o a n s , 
a n d n o d o u b t i t w a s t h e c o n t r o l l i n g vo ice of p u b l i c o p i n i o n the re 
t h a t s t o o d to g a i n m o s t f rom th i s p o s i t i o n . 5 6 L i t t l e w o n d e r t h a t i t 
h a d a l r eady m a d e i ts p o s i t i o n c lear to C e s t i u s G a l l u s , t h e gover 
n o r of Syr ia , before J o s e p h u s ' a r r i v a l i n t h e p r o v i n c e i n 66 C .E . 
P r e s u m a b l y s u c h loya l ty w a s w e l l r e p a i d i n t h e p o s t - w a r p e r i o d , 
as is c lear f rom t h e fact t h a t a l r e a d y i n t h e year 68 C .E . i t w a s 
a l l o w e d to s t r ike i ts o w n c o i n s . 5 7 

E q u a l l y e m p h a t i c a p p e a r s to be t h e G a l i l e a n s ' h a t r e d of 
S e p p h o r i s a n d t he i r des i re to des t roy i t . I n d e e d J o s e p h u s c lea r ly 
d i s t i n g u i s h e s b e t w e e n t h e m a n d t h e p e o p l e of S e p p h o r i s , even 
t h o u g h t h e l a t t e r is de sc r ibed as o n e of t h e t h r e e l a rges t c i t ies of 
G a l i l e e (Life 123). C l ea r l y by h i s d a y a t t i t u d e s h a d h a r d e n e d to t h e 
p o i n t t h a t t h i s very spec ia l i zed u s e of t h e t e r m ' G a l i l e a n ' w a s 
jus t i f i ed w i t h o u t t a k i n g a c c o u n t of i ts p u r e l y g e o g r a p h i c assoc i 
a t i o n s . I t is i n the Life t h a t t h e p o l e m i c is m o s t p o i n t e d l y a r t i c u 
la ted . Before J o s e p h u s ' a r r i v a l i n t h e p r o v i n c e t h e G a l i l e a n s h a d 
a l r eady dec ided to sack t h e t o w n , b u t h e w a s a b l e t o u s e h i s i n f l u 
ence w i t h the c r o w d s a n d so aver t t h e d a n g e r (Life 301). A l a r g e 
b o d y of G a l i l e a n s u n d e r a r m s a c c o m p a n y h i m to S e p p h o r i s w h e n 
h e u n c o v e r s a p l o t t he r e a g a i n s t h i m s e l f i n v o l v i n g t h e a r c h b r i -
g a n d J e s u s , b u t the re a r e n o r e p r i s a l s a g a i n s t t h e t o w n ' s p e o p l e 
(Life 104-10). H o w e v e r , J o s e p h u s w a s n o t so successful i n re
s t r a i n i n g h i s G a l i l e a n s u p p o r t e r s o n a l a te r o c c a s i o n , a n d h e h a d 
to resor t to s p r e a d i n g a false a l a r m a b o u t t h e a r r i v a l of t h e 
R o m a n s to p u t a n e n d to t h e p i l l a g i n g w h i c h t h e G a l i l e a n s w e r e 
e n g a g e d in , h a v i n g seized t h e o p p o r t u n i t y ' t o v e n t t h e i r h a t r e d 
o n th i s ci ty w h i c h they de tes ted ' (Life 373-80). H o w e v e r m u c h 
th i s t h e m e m a y be p a r t of t he a p o l o g e t i c of t h e Life i t is a t leas t 
e c h o e d i n t he War a l so , w h e r e w e h e a r of ' S e p p h o r i s a b a n d o n i n g 
the G a l i l e a n c a u s e ' (War 3:61), a n d of its b e i n g p l u n d e r e d , if n o t 
specif ical ly by t h e G a l i l e a n s , a t leas t by J o s e p h u s ' so ld ie r s (War 
2:646) . 5 8 

T h i s i n t r o d u c e s a fu r the r a n o m a l y i n t h e a t t i t u d e of S e p p h o r i s , 
n a m e l y its r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h J o s e p h u s . F o r a t i m e h e seems to 
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h a v e h a d h i s h e a d q u a r t e r s t he re (Life 64 . 103) a n d saved it f rom 
t h e i re of t h e G a l i l e a n s (Life 31), yet t h e p e o p l e of S e p p h o r i s m i s 
t r u s t e d h i m a n d a t t e m p t e d t o p l o t a g a i n s t h i m w i t h J e s u s , t h e 
a r c h b r i g a n d f r o m t h e d i s t r i c t of P t o l e m a i s (Life 104-10). T h e i r 
h o s t i l i t y to J o s e p h u s c a n be seen i n t h e i r a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s h i s 
r i va l s f rom J e r u s a l e m w h o h a d b e e n sen t to r e m o v e h i m f rom 
office a t t he i n s t i g a t i o n of J o h n of G i s c h a l a . I n t h e s u m m a r y 
a c c o u n t of t h i s e p i s o d e i n t h e War (2:626-31) w e h e a r of S e p p h o r i s , 
G a b a r a , G i s c h a l a a n d T i b e r i a s j o i n i n g h i s o p p o n e n t s o n the i r 
a r r i v a l (airecrTrjaap), b u t t h a t J o s e p h u s w a s a b l e to w i n t h e m back 
w i t h o u t v i o l e n c e . I n Life t hese s a m e t o w n s ( G i s c h a l a is n a t u r a l l y 
o m i t t e d i n t h e c o n t e x t ) a r e sa id to h a v e b e e n o r d e r e d to s u p p o r t 
J o h n (Life 203) . Yet l a t e r t h e de l ega te s after m a k i n g a n unsucces s 
ful t o u r of v i l l ages i n a n a t t e m p t to s t i r u p a n i m o s i t y a g a i n s t 
J o s e p h u s r e p a i r e d to S e p p h o r i s , w h e r e they w e r e received by t h e 
i n h a b i t a n t s , r a t h e r co ld ly , o n e suspec t s , for they m o v e d o n to 
o t h e r v i l l ages a n d f ina l ly to G a b a r a (Life 2 3 2 ) . 5 9 

F r o m th i s ev idence , h i g h l y p e r s o n a l t h o u g h i t is , o n e g a t h e r s 
t h a t t h e S e p p h o r i t e s ' p r o - R o m a n s t ance , t h e i r a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s 
J o s e p h u s as w e l l a s t h e a n t i p a t h y e x i s t i n g b e t w e e n themse lves 
a n d t h e G a l i l e a n s a r e n o t d u e to a d i s r e g a r d for J u d a i s m as s u c h , 
b u t r a t h e r s h o w a refusal t o b e c o m e i n v o l v e d i n t he p o l i t i c a l 
t u r m o i l t h a t w a s d e v e l o p i n g . F o r t u n a t e l y w e a r e i n a p o s t i o n to 
fill o u t t h i s p i c t u r e of S e p p h o r i s f rom r a b b i n i c sources , b o t h p r i o r 
to a n d after 70 C .E . F r o m these i t is a p p a r e n t t h a t i n t h e p e r i o d 
before 70 C .E . S e p p h o r i s w a s o n e of t he few pr ies t ly t o w n s i n 
G a l i l e e . 6 0 T h e e v i d e n c e of R a b b i J o s e b e n H a l a p h t a w h o l ived i n 
S e p p h o r i s i n t h e s e c o n d ha l f of t h e s e c o n d c e n t u r y C .E . is of p a r 
t i c u l a r s i gn i f i cance , g i v e n h i s o w n g e n u i n e h i s t o r i c a l in te res t i n 
t h e p a s t of h i s p e o p l e , a n d t h e fact t h a t h i s f a the r w a s h e a d of t h e 
c o m m u n i t y i n S e p p h o r i s s h o r t l y after 70 C .E . J o s e m e n t i o n s t h a t 
a p r i e s t f rom S e p p h o r i s , J o s e b e n I l l e m t o o k t h e p l a c e of t h e h i g h 
p r i e s t o n t h e d a y of a t o n e m e n t . W e a r e a b l e to d a t e t h i s even t m o r e 
p rec i se ly f r o m J o s e p h u s , w h o tel ls t h a t i t w a s t h e p l a c e of h i s 
c o u s i n M a t t h i a s w h o h a d r e n d e r e d h i m s e l f u n c l e a n t h e p r e v i o u s 
n i g h t . T h i s o c c u r r e d t o w a r d s t h e e n d of t h e r e i g n of H e r o d t h e 
G r e a t (Ant 17:166), l o n g after h i s p u r g e of t h e H a s m o n a e a n 
n o b i l i t y . 6 1 W e a r e safe i n a s s u m i n g t h a t t h i s f a m i l y a t least sur
v ived b o t h H e r o d ' s p u r g e s a n d t h e a t t a c k o n t h e G a l i l e a n n o b l e s 
w h o r e m a i n e d fa i th fu l to h i m (Ant 14:450) a n d t h a t S e p p h o r i s 
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w a s the i r h o m e , even t h o u g h M a t t h i a s is de sc r i b ed by J o s e p h u s as 
b e i n g f rom J e r u s a l e m (Ant 17:78). W e h e a r a l s o of Arse la f r o m 
S e p p h o r i s , ' a n Is rae l i te" (i .e. a lay n o b l e ) w h o w a s g i v e n a n ac t ive 
role in regard to the scapegoat r i te o n the day of a t o n e m e n t u sua l l y 
reserved for a p r i e s t (M. Yoma 6:3), a n d R a b b i J o s e a l s o i n f o r m s u s 
t h a t o l d reg is te rs w e r e k e p t i n t h i s c i ty i n d i c a t i n g w h o w e r e 
Is rae l i tes of p u r e b l o o d , e q u a l t o t h o s e w h o s e a n c e s t o r s w e r e 
p r ies t s , levi tes , o r m e m b e r s of t h e S a n h e d r i n (M. Kidd 4 : 5 ) . 6 2 A 
p r i e s t f rom S e p p h o r i s w h o w a s g i v e n t h e d o u b t f u l n a m e of 
PDWTp b e c a u s e of h i s g r e e d a l s o o c c u r s (T. Sota 13:8; p. Yoma 
6, 43c), a n d t h e w o m e n of S e p p h o r i s a r e m e n t i o n e d a s b e i n g 
p a r t i c u l a r l y d u t i f u l i n a t t e n d i n g t h e t e m p l e (p. Ma'as Sch. 5 ,56a). 

As we l l as t h i s p i c t u r e of d u t i f u l a t t a c h m e n t t o t h e t e m p l e i n 
J e r u s a l e m , w e a l s o f ind a n o t h e r p i c t u r e of S e p p h o r i s e m e r g i n g 
f rom the r a b b i n i c sources , n a m e l y t h a t of w e a l t h y J e w i s h l a n d 
o w n e r s d w e l l i n g the re i n t h e 2 n d c e n t u r y C .E . T h e s e ' g r e a t o n e s ' 
o r ' h e a d s ' we re t h e r e c o g n i z e d leaders of t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y 
a n d ac ted as j u d g e s i n t he i r l a w c o u r t s , a s w e l l as r e p r e s e n t i n g 
t h e m i n t h e ci ty c o u n c i l w h i c h w a s p a r t - J e w i s h , p a r t - G e n t i l e , a t 
least after t h e Ba r C o c h b a r evo l t a n d t h e r e - n a m i n g of t h e ci ty 
as D i o c a e s a r e a . 6 3 T h e p i c t u r e w h i c h r a b b i n i c sou rces p a i n t of 
these g rea t o n e s a n d the i r o p p r e s s i o n of t h e i r p o o r e r J e w i s h 
b r o t h e r s is n o t very c o m p l i m e n t a r y , g i v i n g r i se t o t h e b i t t e r 
d i s p u t e s w i t h t h e J e w i s h t eache r s w h o t r ans fe r red t h e r e after 135 
C.E . P r e s u m a b l y th i s J e w i s h l a n d e d a r i s t oc r acy c a n b e d a t e d b a c k 
to t he p e r i o d i m m e d i a t e l y after t h e first r evo l t w h e n , as w e h a v e 
seen, m a n y , e spec ia l ly of t h e u p p e r c lasses , fled J e r u s a l e m for 
safer p l aces l i ke A g r i p p a ' s k i n g d o m , a n d p r e s u m a b l y a l s o 
S e p p h o r i s , w h i c h w a s s p a r e d t h e r a v a g e s of t h e w a r d u e to t h e 
p re sence of t he R o m a n g a r r i s o n w h i c h V e s p a s i a n h a d g r a n t e d 
t h e m . T h e soc ia l p i c t u r e t h a t e m e r g e s h e r e is r a t h e r s i m i l a r t o t h a t 
w h i c h w e sha l l d i scover m a n y c e n t u r i e s ea r l i e r i n G a l i l e e for 
P t o l e m a i c t imes , a n d w h i c h c a n be t r aced t h r o u g h t h e c e n t u r i e s 
i n r e g a r d to the o w n e r s h i p of t h e l a n d . N o w h o w e v e r t h e o w n e r s 
a re J e w i s h a r i s toc racy , o w n i n g t h e l a n d a t t h e g o o d p l e a s u r e of 
the R o m a n s , a n d p a y i n g for i t i n t e r m s of h e a v y t axes w h i c h , as 
a lways , t h e w e a k e s t i n t h e c o m m u n i t y m u s t ca r ry . 

I t seems va l id to s u g g e s t t h a t t h e a t t i t u d e s of S e p p h o r i s w h i c h 
w e h a v e seen f rom J o s e p h u s ' w r i t i n g s for t h e 1st c e n t u r y C .E . a r e 
best e x p l a i n e d i n t h e l i g h t of i ts c h a r a c t e r as t h i s e m e r g e s f r o m t h e 
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r a b b i n i c m a t e r i a l s j u s t d i scussed . F r o m t h e s t a r t i t w a s a J e w i s h 
a r i s t o c r a t i c c i ty i n t h e h e a r t of fer t i le G a l i l e e , g i v e n i ts p o s i t i o n 
of p r o m i n e n c e by t h e R o m a n s o r i g i n a l l y a n d a w a r e t h a t t h i s w a s 
d e p e n d e n t o n t h e i r c o n t i n u e d g o o d p l e a s u r e . T h i s e x p l a i n s t he 
s t r i k i n g u n i f o r m i t y a n d c o n s i s t e n c y of i ts a t t i t u d e s t h r o u g h o u t 
t h e revol t , b u t i t a l s o h e l p s to e x p l a i n t h e G a l i l e a n s ' d e t e s t a t i o n of 
i t , d e s p i t e t h e i r s h a r i n g s i m i l a r r e l i g i o u s l oya l t i e s . T h i s J e w i s h 
a r i s t oc racy w h o c o n t r o l l e d t h e s i t u a t i o n a t S e p p h o r i s were 
e q u a l l y s u s p i c i o u s of t h e i r G a l i l e a n n e i g h b o r s a n d of a n y o n e 
w h o a p p e a r e d t o m a k e c o m m o n c a u s e w i t h t h e m , even if these 
w e r e p r i e s t l y a n d u p p e r c lass l i ke J o s e p h u s o r t h o s e sen t t o r ep l ace 
h i m . S o m e a t leas t of t he i r r u l i n g c lass su rv ived t h e p u r g e s of 
H e r o d , even t h o u g h o r i g i n a l l y they m a y h a v e b e e n H a s m o n a e a n 
r a t h e r t h a n H e r o d i a n i n t h e i r bas i c loya l t i e s , as a p p e a r s f rom 
A n t i g o n u s ' u s e of t h e c i ty as h i s base of o p e r a t i o n a g a i n s t H e r o d 
(Ant. 14:413f) . 6 4 S u c h p e o p l e c a n shif t t h e i r bas i c loya l t i e s for t he 
sake of p o l i t i c a l e x p e d i e n c y m u c h m o r e eas i ly t h a n p e a s a n t s , 
w h o s e l o t is n o t l ike ly to c h a n g e very m u c h n o m a t t e r w h o is i n 
c o n t r o l . T h o s e w h o d i d suffer losses for t h e i r loya l t i es were 
r e p l a c e d by o t h e r s w h o w e r e p r e p a r e d to a c c e p t H e r o d , a n d t h a t 
w a s n o t l ike ly to m a k e t h e m a n y m o r e p o p u l a r w i t h t h e G a l i l e a n 
p e a s a n t s . W e s h a l l h a v e o c c a s i o n la te r t o d i s cus s t h e r e l i g i o u s 
loya l t i e s of b o t h g r o u p s ; for t h e m o m e n t i t is suff ic ient to stress 
t h e i r soc ia l d i f ferences a n d t h e u n l i k e l i h o o d of a n y g rea t ex
c h a n g e b e t w e e n t h e m . D u r i n g t h e l o n g a n d a p p a r e n t l y peaceful 
r e i g n of A n t i p a s t h e lo t of t h e p e a s a n t m u s t h a v e i m p r o v e d s o m e 
w h a t a n d peace fu l co -ex i s t ence w a s p o s s i b l e . O n c e t h e w a r w i t h 
R o m e b e c a m e i n e v i t a b l e , t h e t e n s i o n s t h a t h a d ex i s t ed b e t w e e n 
t h e p e a s a n t a n d t h e t o w n s m a n a n d w e r e b u i l t i n t o t h e socia l 
s t r u c t u r e s of t o w n s m a n / l a n d o w n e r a n d c o u n t r y / s e r f c o u l d n o t 
r e m a i n b e n e a t h t h e sur face a n y l o n g e r . After t h e c a t a s t r o p h e of 
70, a n d w i t h t h e i r n u m b e r s a u g m e n t e d by re la t ives a n d p e o p l e of a 
s i m i l a r c lass f r o m J e r u s a l e m , b o t h p r i e s t l y a n d lay, t h e p o s i t i o n of 
t h i s g r o u p a t S e p p h o r i s m u s t h a v e i m p r o v e d w h i l e t h a t of t h e 
G a l i l e a n p e a s a n t — o r a t leas t t h o s e w h o s u r v i v e d t h e p u r g e s — c a n 
o n l y h a v e d e t e r i o r a t e d s t i l l fu r the r . I t is t h u s t h a t t h e p i c t u r e 
w h i c h e m e r g e s c l ea r ly i n t h e 2 n d c e n t u r y C .E . is of a p iece w i t h 
t h a t w h i c h w a s a l r e a d y t h e r e i n t h e first. 
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(ii) Tiberias 

If S e p p h o r i s c o u l d n o t lay c l a i m to a n y I s rae l i t e r o o t s , m u c h 
less c o u l d T i b e r i a s i ts g r e a t r iva l , f o u n d e d by A n t i p a s a b o u t t h e 
year 13 C . E . 6 5 I ts very n a m e is i n d i c a t i v e of i ts sp i r i t , d e d i c a t e d as i t 
w a s to the R o m a n E m p e r o r of t h a t n a m e . T h e c h a r a c t e r of t h e c i ty 
c a n a l r eady be d i s c e r n e d f rom J o s e p h u s ' a c c o u n t of i ts f o u n d a t i o n 
(Ant. 18 .36-38) . 6 6 G e o g r a p h i c a l l y i t w a s idea l ly s i t u a t e d , o n t h e 
L a k e a n d i n the m o s t fer t i le r e g i o n of G a l i l e e , w i t h h o t s p r i n g s 
nea rby ; i t w a s i n t e n d e d to benef i t f rom t h e fish t r ade of t h e l ake , 
the a g r i c u l t u r e of t h e s u r r o u n d i n g r e g i o n a n d t h e t o u r i s t a t t r a c 
t i o n of t h e s p r i n g s (see Life 85; War 2:614). T h e p o p u l a t i o n w a s 
m i x e d , b u t a t t h e h e a d of t h e l is t J o s e p h u s m e n t i o n s G a l i l e a n s , 
some of w h o m were p e o p l e i n a u t h o r i t y (rives 8e KCLI TUV kv reXei). 
T h e fact t h a t t h e G a l i l e a n s we re i n i t i a l l y coe rced m a y be t h e 
resu l t of the ci ty b e i n g f o u n d e d o n t o m b s i n v i o l a t i o n of J e w i s h 
l aw, a fact m e n t i o n e d b o t h by J o s e p h u s a n d r eca l l ed i n r a b b i n i c 
sources , b u t i t m a y a l s o be d u e to t h e G a l i l e a n s ' p re fe rence for 
v i l l age life, as J o n e s s u g g e s t s . 6 7 A p a r t f r o m th i s c o n t i n g e n t f rom 
h i s o w n ter r i tor ies , P e r e a as w e l l a s G a l i l e e m a y a l s o be i n c l u d e d 
i n t he p h r a s e oaoi fxh * K rr)s VT' CLVTCO yrjs, A n t i p a s a l s o a c c e p t e d 
p o o r p e o p l e f rom e v e r y w h e r e (wavraxodev), s o m e of t h e m freed-
m e n ( w i t h t h e r e s t r i c t ion of n o t l e a v i n g the ci ty) , b u i l d i n g h o u s e s 
for t h e m a n d g iv ing lots of l and , w h i c h e x p l a i n s w h y it h a d its o w n 
Xcopa to de fend a t t h e o u t b r e a k of t h e w a r (Life 155). I n J o s e p h u s ' 
day , w e k n o w t h a t i t h a d a s t a d i u m (ar&Siov; Life 92) a n d a p r a y e r 
h o u s e (wpoatvxy?; Life 277) , b u t if A n t i p a s h a d a c t u a l l y g i v e n i t 
w a l l s these w e r e c e r t a i n l y i n n e e d of r e p a i r (Life 144; War 2:573). 
Besides the re w a s a r o y a l p a l a c e w i t h a n i m a l d e c o r a t i o n s (Life 65) 
a n d Greek- s ty l ed f u r n i t u r e (Life 68). I ts a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t o o seems 
to h a v e been o n t h e l i nes of a G r e e k polis, s i nce w e h e a r of a n 
apxw (Life 271.278.294), t en l e a d i n g m e n (TP&TOL; War 2:639), a 
(iovXri of 600 c i t izens (War 2:641) a n d a n a s s e m b l y of t he c i t i zens 
(War 2:618, t h e drjfiosot t he c lass ica l polis). H o w e v e r , even t h o u g h 
the c o i n s of H e r o d A n t i p a s w e r e m i n t e d the re , T i b e r i a s d o e s n o t 
seem to h a v e i s sued i ts o w n c o i n s u n t i l t h e t i m e of T r a j a n , o r 
poss ib ly for a t i m e u n d e r C l a u d i u s . 6 8 F u r t h e r s i g n s of r e s t r i c t i o n 
o n its f r eedom e m e r g e f rom J o s e p h u s ' a p p o i n t m e n t of s u p e r i o r 
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officers (bwapxvs \ War 2:615, ca l ledarparr iyds a t Life 89.272) a n d 
A g r i p p a ' s as an'ayopavofids o r f i n a n c i a l c o n t r o l l e r (Ant 18:149). 
J u s t u s l a m e n t s t h e fact t h a t i t los t i ts p o s i t i o n of p r e - e m i n e n c e as 
c a p i t a l of G a l i l e e to S e p p h o r i s t h r o u g h b e i n g t rans fe r red to t he 
t e r r i t o ry of A g r i p p a II by N e r o , p r o b a b l y a t t h e b e g i n n i n g of h i s 
r e i g n (War 2:252f; Ant 20:159; L ^ 3 4 . 3 8 f ) . 6 9 Spec i f ica l ly h e m e n 
t i o n s t h e t ransfer of r d d p x a i a a n d t h e /SCNTIXIKI ) rpd^ref a as a loss 
t o t h e c i ty , a p p a r e n t l y b e c a u s e of t h e f i n a n c i a l c o n t r o l of t he 
w h o l e a r e a t h a t these gave t h e c i ty a n d t h e c o m m e r c i a l a d v a n t a g e s 
a c c r u i n g to i ts l e a d i n g c i t i z e n s . 7 0 Neve r the l e s s , T i b e r i a s seems to 
h a v e r e t a i n e d a l a r g e d e g r e e of a u t o n o m y u n d e r A g r i p p a as i ts 
s t a n c e d u r i n g t h e c o u r s e of t h e w a r i n d i c a t e s . 

I n a t t e m p t i n g to assess t h e s p h e r e of i n f l u e n c e of T i b e r i a s w e 
m u s t be care fu l t o r ecogn ize t h e p o l e m i c a l n a t u r e of J o s e p h u s ' 
r e m a r k s r e g a r d i n g i ts a t t i t u d e to t he r evo l t a s p a r t of h i s des i re 
t o d i s c r e d i t J u s t u s . Neve r the l e s s , s o m e t h i n g of i ts ove ra l l c h a r a c 
ter a n d r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e res t of G a l i l e e m a y be g l e a n e d f rom t h e 
even t s of t h e r evo l t years , h o w e v e r d i f f icul t i t is to p iece t h e m to
g e t h e r c o h e r e n t l y . P r i o r t o t h e o u t b r e a k of hos t i l i t i e s w e h e a r of 
s o m e rift b e t w e e n t h e G a l i l e a n s a n d J u s t u s ' b r o t h e r , l e a d i n g to 
t h e l a t t e r ' s h a n d b e i n g c u t off for f o r g i n g of le t ters (Life mt). 
N o t h i n g m o r e is t o l d u s of t h i s e p i s o d e , b u t i t seems l ike ly t h a t i t 
w a s r e l a t e d i n s o m e w a y to J u s t u s ' a t t e m p t to c o n t r o l G a l i l e e 
w h i c h h a d led to b i t t e r r e s e n t m e n t o n t h e p a r t of t h e G a l i l e a n s 
(Life 3 9 2 ) . 7 1 N o r w a s J u s t u s very successful i n f i r i n g h i s fe l low 
T i b e r i a n s w i t h a m b i t i o n to j o i n t h e G a l i l e a n s a g a i n s t S e p p h o r i s , 
even t h o u g h h i s a n d t h e i r m o t i v e s for s u c h a n a t t a c k we re n o t t h e 
s a m e as t h e G a l i l e a n s , t h e f o r m e r b e i n g e n v i o u s of S e p p h o r i s ' 
s t a t u s as c a p i t a l of t h e p r o v i n c e (Life 3 8 ) . 7 2 J u s t u s w a s sa id by 
J o s e p h u s to be t h e l eade r of a t h i r d p a r t y s e p a r a t e f rom those of t he 
l e a d i n g m e n a n d t h e d e s t i t u t e classes (Life 36) . If t h a t we re the 
case , t h e n J u s t u s ' r e l a t i o n s w i t h G a l i l e e c o u l d n o t be r e g a r d e d as 
t yp i ca l for T i b e r i a s . H o w e v e r , t h e l i k e l i h o o d is t h a t t h e o n l y 
t h i n g t h a t s e p a r a t e d h i m a n d h i s f ami ly f rom t h e u p p e r class 
p a r t y , h e a d e d by J u l i u s C a p e l l u s , w a s h i s p e r s o n a l a m b i t i o n , a n d 
e l s e w h e r e w e f ind h i m a m e m b e r of t h e ci ty c o u n c i l , p r e s u m e d to 
be a p r o - R o m a n , l ike its o the r m e m b e r s (Life 175-7), for, accord ing 
to Life 32, t h i s p a r t y of r e s p e c t a b l e c i t izens w a s f rom t h e o u t s e t i n 
favor of l oya l ty t o R o m e a n d t h e K i n g ( A g r i p p a I I ) . I t is l i t t le 
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s u r p r i s e to f ind t h a t t w o of t h e m h a v e t h e f a m i l y n a m e H e r o d — 
the s o n s of M i a s u s a n d G a m a l u s — a n d t h e b r o t h e r of J u l i u s 
C a p e l l u s , C r i s p u s , h a d b e e n prefec t ( i rrapyos) of t h e c i ty i n t h e 
days of A g r i p p a I, b u t w a s a t t h i s t i m e a b s e n t a t h i s p r i v a t e es ta tes 
across the J o r d a n (Life 32-34). In so fa r as these a r e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
pi T i b e r i a s i t is o b v i o u s t h a t i t is a d o m i n a n t l y a r i s t o c r a t i c 
t o w n , w h o s e c h a r a c t e r w o u l d h a v e l i t t l e a p p e a l t o r u r a l J e w i s h 
p e a s a n t s . 7 3 Soc ia l ly a n d c u l t u r a l l y , i ts i n h a b i t a n t s r e p r e s e n t e d a 
n e w a n d dif ferent t y p e of J e w , a n d e x p r e s s i o n of s i m i l a r r e l i g i o u s 
beliefs a t c e r t a i n fest ivals w a s n o t l ike ly to b r i d g e t h e g a p b e t w e e n 
t h e m . 

Yet de sp i t e t h i s i n f l u e n t i a l g r o u p i n T i b e r i a s t h e facts a r e t h a t 
t he ci ty d i d r evo l t e v e n t u a l l y , a n d p a i d a c e r t a i n p r i c e for i ts be 
h a v i o r . T h e ( m i n o r i t y ) G r e e k p o p u l a t i o n w a s m a s s a c r e d a n d 
H e r o d ' s p a l a c e b u r n e d d o w n , a n d i n these a c t i o n s J e s u s , s o n of 
S a p p h i a s , the leader of the r evo lu t iona ry par ty , h a d been j o i n e d by 
s o m e (rives) G a l i l e a n s (Life 66f). S i g n i f i c a n t l y , t h i s p a r t y is s a id 
to be c o m p r i s e d of s a i lo r s a n d t h e d e s t i t u t e c lasses , so t h a t p a r t a t 
least of the m o t i v a t i o n for these r e v o l u t i o n a r y a c t i o n s m u s t be 
a t t r i b u t e d to t h e i r soc ia l s t a t u s , s o m e t h i n g w e s h a l l e x p l o r e i n 
g rea te r de ta i l i n s u b s e q u e n t c h a p t e r s . J e s u s w a s c e r t a i n l y a m a n 
of s o m e i n f l u e n c e . W e f ind h i m a t T a r i c h a e a e , b r a n d i s h i n g a c o p y 
of t h e l a w of Moses before t h e p o p u l a c e a n d d e n o u n c i n g J o s e p h u s 
as a t r a i to r (Life 134f). E v e n m o r e i m p o r t a n t w a s h i s r o l e i n t h e 
i n t e r n a l affairs of T i b e r i a s a n d h i s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e G a l i l e a n s . 
As r e g a r d s t h e fo rmer , t h e a t t i t u d e of T i b e r i a s t o r evo l t w a s t o say 
the least a m b i v a l e n t , a n d i t s eems t h a t t h e w a r p a r t y d i d n o t 
c o n t r o l t h e ci ty c o u n c i l a l l t he t i m e d u r i n g t h e yea r of 66 for tw ice 
we hea r of over tures to A g r i p p a for h e l p (Life 155; 381-9; War 2 : 
632-46). T h i s c a n a l s o b e seen f rom J o s e p h u s ' l a ck of p o p u l a r i t y 
there , d e s p i t e h i s o w n s t a t e m e n t s t o t h e c o n t r a r y ( C o m p a r e Life 
96.300f.327-31 w i t h 279.298-303). T h e o p e n d e c l a r a t i o n of w a r 
o n l y c a m e after t h e fall of J o t a p a t a (War 3:343ff), a n d after a n 
i n i t i a l s k i r m i s h w i t h V e s p a s i a n J e s u s a n d h i s f e l l o w - r e v o l u t i o n 
ar ies , 2,000 s t r o n g , fled to J e r u s a l e m . A p p a r e n t l y t h e affair w a s 
n o t t rea ted w i t h t h e s a m e s e r i ousnes s by t h e R o m a n s as e l s e w h e r e 
a n d t h e ci ty w a s r e d u c e d as a n ac t of f r i e n d s h i p for A g r i p p a — 
a n i n d i c a t i o n t h a t s o m e a t least of t h e t u r m o i l t h e r e w a s i n s p i r e d 
n o t by t he r e v o l u t i o n a r y w a r a g a i n s t R o m e b u t by t h e t e n s i o n s 
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r e g a r d i n g t h e c i ty ' s i n d e p e n d e n c e i n t h e p r e - w a r days . T h r o u g h 
t h e m e d i a t i o n of t h e e lders t h e R o m a n s w e r e received by t h e 
p e o p l e a t l a r g e a s sav iors , a n d V e s p a s i a n fo rbade a n y l o o t i n g by 
h i s so ld ie r s , m e r e l y d e s t r o y i n g o n e sec t ion of t h e w a l l (War3:445-
61) . T h e fact t h a t T i b e r i a s d i d n o t fare as w e l l a s S e p p h o r i s i n t h e 
i m m e d i a t e pos t -70 p e r i o d m a y be d e d u c e d f r o m its c o i n s , t h e 
f o r m e r i s s u i n g s o m e o n l y i n t h e r e i g n of T r a j a n , w i t h fu r the r 
i nc rea se of s t a t u s u n d e r H a d r i a n . 7 4 U n d o u b t e d l y i ts a m b i v a l e n t 
a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s b e i n g p a r t of A g r i p p a ' s k i n g d o m w a s as m u c h 
r e s p o n s i b l e for t h i s as w a s i ts r e v o l u t i o n a r y c h a r a c t e r , s o m e t h i n g 
t h a t J o s e p h u s ' a c c o u n t g losses over i n h i s des i re to d i sc red i t 
J u s t u s before t h e R o m a n r e a d e r s . 7 5 

F o r o u r p r e s e n t p u r p o s e s t h e r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n J e s u s , t he 
G a l i l e a n s a n d T i b e r i a s a r e p a r t i c u l a r l y s i gn i f i c an t , s ince w e a re 
e x p l o r i n g t h e s p h e r e of i n f l u e n c e of t h i s c i ty o n t h e G a l i l e a n 
h i n t e r l a n d . W e h a v e a l r e a d y s u g g e s t e d t h a t t he re w a s l ikely to 
h a v e b e e n l i t t l e s y m p a t h y o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g b e t w e e n t h e c o u n t r y 
p e a s a n t s a n d T i b e r i a s ' u p p e r c lass . T h i s is eas i ly d o c u m e n t e d 
f r o m J o s e p h u s , w h o says t h a t t h e G a l i l e a n s h a t e d T i b e r i a s as 
m u c h as they h a d S e p p h o r i s a n d t h a t h e h a d to r e s t r a i n t h e m 
f r o m d e s t r o y i n g t h e ci ty o n h e a r i n g of i ts de fec t ion to A g r i p p a 
(Life 381-9). I n t h e d e s t r u c t i o n of H e r o d ' s p a l a c e ' s o m e ' G a l i l e a n s 
a r e i n v o l v e d — a q u a l i f i c a t i o n t h a t m u s t be t a k e n se r ious ly i n v iew 
of J o s e p h u s ' u s u a l d e s i g n a t i o n ol TaXtXatot s i m p l y . T h e a c t u a l 
p o p u l a t i o n of T i b e r i a s w a s f r o m t h e s t a r t m a d e u p of c o u n t r y 
p e o p l e , s o m e m o v e d a g a i n s t t h e i r w i l l s (Ant. 18:37). N o d o u b t 
t h o s e w h o w e r e n o t of t h e m a g i s t r a t e c lass (ol kv reku) we re 
b r o u g h t t h e r e for t h e m e n i a l tasks a n d so t h e i r l i n k s w i t h t he 
c o u n t r y s i d e w o u l d n o t h a v e b e e n severed b e c a u s e they h a d never 
b e c o m e i n t e g r a t e d i n t o t h e u r b a n life of t h i s m e t r o p o l i s . W e sha l l 
r e t u r n t o t h e p o i n t b e l o w b u t h e r e i t is suf f ic ient t o n o t e t h a t 
these l i n k s e m e r g i n g a t t h e t i m e of t h e r evo l t w e r e n o t typ ica l of 
t h e d a y to d a y r e l a t i o n s t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e c e n t u r y a n d c a n n o t 
b e seen as i n d i c a t i n g a w i d e s p h e r e of i n f l u e n c e for T i b e r i a s i n t h e 
r u r a l h i n t e r l a n d of G a l i l e e . 

By w a y of c o r r o b o r a t i o n T a r i c h a e a e p r o v i d e s a n i n t e r e s t i n g 
c o n t r a s t , b o t h i n r e g a r d to i ts a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s J o s e p h u s a n d its 
a c c e p t a b i l i t y t o t h e G a l i l e a n s . A p a r t f rom o n e i n c i d e n t w h i c h 
o u t s i d e r s h a d i n s t i g a t e d (Life 132.152) J o s e p h u s seems to h a v e 
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been wel l - rece ived the re a n d u s e d i t a s h i s base (War 2:602; Life 
127.152.162f. 304.404). A p p a r e n t l y i t b e c a m e a re fugee cen t e r for 
t he s u r r o u n d i n g c o u n t r y s i d e (War 3:532.42; Life 141f), a fact t h a t 
its o w n i n h a b i t a n t s , t h i n k i n g of t he i r p o s s e s s i o n s w e r e r i g h t l y 
c o n c e r n e d a b o u t as t h e R o m a n s a d v a n c e d (War 3:492). S ign i f i 
c a n t l y i ts n a t i v e p o p u l a t i o n w a s t rea ted we l l a n d o n l y t h e refugees 
were so ld i n t o s lavery (War 3:532-42). W e f ind G a l i l e a n l eaders 
m e e t i n g w i t h J o s e p h u s t h e r e to p l a n s t r a t egy a g a i n s t T i b e r i a s 
(Life 304), a n d t he re is every l i k e l i h o o d t h a t a c e r t a i n loca l r i va l ry 
o p e r a t e d b e t w e e n these t w o t o p a r c h i c c a p i t a l s , b o t h of w h i c h 
h a d been t rans fe r red to A g r i p p a ' s t e r r i to ry by N e r o (War 2:252). 
T h o u g h it h a d a h i p p o d r o m e (War 2:598; Life 132.8) a n d h a d 
been w a l l e d ( w h i c h i t c o u l d n o t af ford of itself, Life 142; War 
2:606), i t c o u l d neve r a s p i r e to t h e s a m e p r o m i n e n c e as i ts n e a r 
n e i g h b o r a l o n g t h e l ake , T i b e r i a s . I n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y i t w a s a 
f i s h i n g v i l l age a t t h e s o u t h e n d of t he l a k e w h o s e c h a n g e of n a m e 
f rom M a g d a l a t o T a r i c h a e a e w a s d u e to t h e i n c r e a s e i n t h i s 
i n d u s t r y i n h e l l e n i s t i c t i m e s , 7 6 b u t i t d i d n o t h a v e a n y g r e a t 
s ign i f i cance as a c u l t u r a l cen te r . A p p a r e n t l y c o u n t r y J e w s felt 
m o r e a t h o m e a t T a r i c h a e a e t h a n i n t h e m o r e c o s m o p o l i t a n 
H e r o d i a n cen te r n e a r b y , a n d f locked the re , m o r e i n fear t h a n i n 
h o p e o n h e a r i n g of R o m e ' s p o l i c y of s c o r c h e d e a r t h i n t h e 
c o u n t r y s i d e . 

Yet T i b e r i a s w a s a J e w i s h ci ty, pace Sch i i re r , b u t i ts c h a r a c t e r 
a n d e t h o s we re s h a p e d by factors t h a t t e n d e d t o i so l a t e i t f r o m t h e 
rest of G a l i l e e . 7 7 I ts g e o g r a p h i c s i t u a t i o n w a s a n i m p o r t a n t factor , 
s ince it b o r d e r e d t h e D e k a p o l i s , a n d w a s w i t h d r a w n f rom t h e 
cen te r of G a l i l e a n c o u n t r y life, u n l i k e S e p p h o r i s , a fact t h a t 
J o s e p h u s d r ives h o m e , w h e n c o n t r a s t i n g t h e w a r a t t i t u d e s of t h e 
r iva l ci t ies (Life 346.349). I t w a s b u i l t i n i t i a l l y b e c a u s e H e r o d 
A n t i p a s d i d n o t feel c o m f o r t a b l e i n a n o l d J e w i s h c i ty , even a n 
a r i s toc ra t i c o n e , a n d t h e c h a r a c t e r g i v e n i t t h e n w a s l ike ly to 
r e m a i n w i t h it s u b s e q u e n t l y , p r o d u c i n g a t y p e of J e w t h a t differed 
b o t h f rom the o l d e r p r i e s t ly a r i s toc racy a n d t h e p e a s a n t p e o p l e 
a l ike . T h i s n e w k i n d of J e w , H e r o d i a n a n d u p p e r c lass , w a s a 
d i rec t p r o d u c t of u r b a n i z a t i o n ' s effects o n P a l e s t i n i a n J u d a i s m . 
W e sha l l r e t u r n to d i scuss h i s t ype i n o u r f ina l e v a l u a t i o n of t h e 
c i t ies ' i m p a c t o n G a l i l e a n life. I t is suff ic ient for o u r p u r p o s e s 
n o w to c o n c l u d e t h a t o n t h e bas i s of T i b e r i a s ' r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e 
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c o u n t r y s i d e a t t h e t i m e of t h e first r evo l t t h e ci ty w a s n o t l ike ly to 
be a g r e a t a t t r a c t i o n for t h e c o u n t r y p e o p l e . I t w a s o n l y i n t he 
s e c o n d c e n t u r y t h a t i t b e c a m e a t h r i v i n g cen te r of J e w i s h o r t h o 
d o x y a n d i t is to these c h a n g i n g c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h a t w e a re to 
a t t r i b u t e t h e s tory of i ts c l e a n s i n g by R . S i m o n b e n Y o h a i i n t he 
p e r i o d of U s h a . 7 8 

( i i i) The Dekapolis and Other Greco-Roman Towns. 

I n d e a l i n g w i t h t h e o t h e r t o w n s t h a t c o u l d be c o n s i d e r e d as 
a g e n t s for c u l t u r a l c h a n g e i n G a l i l e e , o n e t h i n k s first of a l l of 
t h e D e k a p o l i s . B o t h t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t a n d J o s e p h u s g ive a m p l e 
t e s t i m o n y to t h e c o n s t a n t traffic b e t w e e n G a l i l e e a n d t h e w h o l e 
a r e a of T r a n s j o r d a n , a t leas t for R o m a n t i m e s . W e h e a r of c r o w d s 
f r o m t h e D e k a p o l i s l i s t e n i n g to J e s u s (Mt 4:23-25), a n d h e h imse l f 
m i n i s t e r e d t h e r e a c c o r d i n g to Mk 5:1-20; 7 :31. W h e t h e r s u c h 
g e o g r a p h i c a l references a r e b a s e d o n g e n u i n e h i s t o r i c a l recol lec
t i o n o r reflect t h e s p r e a d of t h e c h u r c h t o these a reas la ter is 
i m m a t e r i a l , s ince i n e i t h e r case t h e a c c o u n t s p r e s u p p o s e m o v e 
m e n t b e t w e e n t h e t w o a r e a s . 7 9 T h e l i n k s of T i b e r i a s w i t h t he 
D e k a p o l i s w e r e n o t e d by J o s e p h u s i n t h e p a s s a g e a l r e a d y c i ted 
(Life 349) a n d the fact t h a t S c y t h o p o l i s is n u m b e r e d a m o n g these 
c i t ies is itself a g u a r a n t e e of s u c h t ies, p a r t c o m m e r c i a l , p a r t 
c u l t u r a l , b e t w e e n b o t h eas t a n d wes t s ides of t he r iver . T h e terr i 
to r ies of H i p p o s a n d G a d a r a as w e l l as G a u l a n i t i s a re a l s o m e n 
t i o n e d as e a s t e r n b o r d e r s of G a l i l e e (War 3:37). so t h a t p r e s u m a b l y 
these l a n d s r e a c h e d to t h e ea s t e rn s h o r e of t h e l ake w i t h t h e poss i 
bi l i t ies of l ake traffic to the western side. Con tac t s w i t h the in ter ior 
of G a l i l e e w o u l d there fore be i n d i r e c t — t h r o u g h T i b e r i a s a n d 
S c y t h o p o l i s . 

T h e D e k a p o l i s is of c o u r s e a g e n e r i c n a m e for t hose ci t ies a n d 
t h e i r t e r r i to r i e s t h a t f o r m e d a l oose c o n f e d e r a t i o n , a t least s ince 
t h e t i m e of P o m p e y , a n d served as a buffer zone b e t w e e n t h e 
A r a b i a n s t e p p e l a n d s a n d t h e R o m a n E m p i r e . 8 0 T h e e x t e n t of 
t he i r a u t o n o m y v a r i e d a t d i f ferent p e r i o d s of R o m a n p r o v i n c i a l 
p o l i c y , for w h e r e a s P o m p e y seems to h a v e i n t e n d e d the o r g a n i z a 
t i o n as p a r t of h i s "divide et impera" po l i cy , A u g u s t u s seems 
r a t h e r t o h a v e i n c l u d e d t h e m i n h i s vassa l k i n g p o l i c y a n d so w e 
f ind t h e m sub jec t t o H e r o d (Ant. 15:217). L a t e r they a re r e g a r d e d 
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as p a r t of t h e R o m a n p r o v i n c e of Syr ia (Ant. 17:320), a n d la te r 
s t i l l they e x p e r i e n c e d a p e r i o d of r ea l d e v e l o p m e n t u n d e r T r a j a n 
a n d H a d r i a n w h e n they a r e ful ly i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o t h e R o m a n 
p r o v i n c i a l sys tem a n d benef i t ed by t h e I m p e r i a l c o n q u e s t s of 
P a r t h i a . I n d e p e n d e n t l y of these p o l i t i c a l f l u c t u a t i o n s t h e a r e a 
as a w h o l e a n d t h e c i t ies t h a t d o t t e d it in . p a r t i c u l a r w e r e essen
t ia l ly h e l l e n i s t i c i n t h e i r o r g a n i z a t i o n a n d o u t l o o k . H i p p o s ca l l s 
itself <rb<fyt\, V i s e / a n d fancies itself as a c i ty of l e a r n i n g , w h e r e a s 
a n i n s c r i p t i o n f rom G a d a r a desc r ibes i t as xPWTo/j,ov<rLa, t h a t is , 
c u l t i v a t o r of t h e a r t s . 8 1 T h i s is c o n f i r m e d by S t r a b o (16,759) w h o 
m e n t i o n s as c i t izens of G a d a r a ' t h e E p i c u r e a n s , P h i l o d e m u s a n d 
Meleager , M e n i p p u s t h e a u t h o r of Sa t i res , a n d T h e o d o r o s t h e 
o r a t o r w h o lives to o u r o w n t i m e / t h i s l a t t e r b e i n g t h e i n s t r u c t o r 
of the e m p e r o r T i b e r i u s . Yet t h i s factor d i d n o t i n h i b i t a t h r i v i n g 
J e w i s h p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e a rea . B o t h G a d a r a a n d H i p p o s a r e l i s t ed 
a m o n g t h e t o w n s a t t a c k e d by J e w i s h i n s u r g e n t s f o l l o w i n g t h e 
defeat of C e s t i u s G a l l u s (War 2:459) a n d n a t u r a l l y t h e r e w e r e 
c o u n t e r - r e p r i s a l s i n b o t h , b u t w i t h o u t a n y w h o l e s a l e m a s s a c r e as 
a t S c y t h o p o l i s (War 2:477ff.). P e o p l e f r o m T r a c h o n i t i s , G a u l a n -
i t is , H i p p o s a n d G a d a r a f igu re a m o n g t h e J e w s c a p t u r e d by 
V e s p a s i a n a t T a r i c h a e a e b u t p r o b a b l y J o s e p h u s ' r a t h e r d i s 
p a r a g i n g d i s m i s s a l of t h e m as t r o u b l e m a k e r s i n u n f a i r (War 
3:542), s ince s o m e a t least w e r e fugi t ives f r o m a h o s t i l e s i t u a t i o n . 

I n s t r i k i n g c o n t r a s t t o these e s sen t i a l l y G r e c o - R o m a n t o w n s 
of t h e D e k a p o l i s h a v i n g J e w i s h m i n o r i t i e s is t h e for t ress of 
G a m a l a (cf. War 4:4-8; M. Arak 9:6) w h i c h s eems t o h a v e spec i a l 
l i n k s w i t h G a l i l e e . J o s e p h u s ' a s s i g n m e n t f r o m t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
g o v e r n m e n t i n c l u d e d G a m a l a as we l l as t h e t w o G a l i l e e s ac 
c o r d i n g to War 2:568, t h e o n l y p l a c e i n T r a n s j o r d a n u n d e r h i s 
c o n t r o l i n fact. I n c o m p l i a n c e w i t h t h i s c o m m a n d i t f igures 
t oge the r w i t h t h e lesser fortresses of S o g a n e a n d S e l e u c i a i n b o t h 
lists of p laces fort i f ied by J o s e p h u s (War 2:574; Life 186f.). T h e 
p r e s u m p t i o n m u s t be t h a t G a m a l a w a s p r i m a r i l y J e w i s h , a n d so 
the r e v o l u t i o n a r y g o v e r n m e n t c l a i m e d a de facto c o n t r o l of it , 
d e s p i t e i ts b e l o n g i n g to t h e t e r r i to ry of A g r i p p a II (War 3:56). I t 
is n a t u r a l to a t t r i b u t e t h e r e a s o n s for these c l a i m s to t h e Baby
l o n i a n J e w s p l a n t e d i n t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d by H e r o d t h e G r e a t , 
over a c e n t u r y ear l ie r , a n d w h o a p p a r e n t l y w e r e a b l e t o p re se rve 
the i r i den t i t y i n t h i s o u t p o s t of J e w i s h t e r r i t o ry d e s p i t e a l l t h e 



136 GALILEE FROM ALEXANDER T H E GREAT T O HADRIAN 

s u r r o u n d i n g h e l l e n i s t i c i n f l u e n c e s , n o d o u b t b e c a u s e they were 
r u r a l p e a s a n t s l i v i n g i n v i l l ages r a t h e r t h a n t o w n s p e o p l e (Life 
58). H o w e v e r , t h e m a t t e r is n o t so s i m p l e s ince w e h e a r of P h i l i p 
b e n J a c i m u s , h i s k i n s m a n C h a r e s , a n d th i s l a t t e r ' s b r o t h e r J e s u s , 
b r o t h e r - i n - l a w of J u s t u s of T i b e r i a s , a l l H e r o d i a n s a n d p r e s u m 
a b l y loya l t o R o m e , a s soc ia t ed w i t h t h e p l a c e (Life 46-61 . 177f. 
183 . ) . 8 2 A p p a r e n t l y , h o w e v e r , m o r e n a t i o n a l i s t - m i n d e d y o u t h s 
t o o k over , a n d c o m p e l l e d o r coerced t h e m a g i s t r a t e s of t h e city 
to j o i n t h e p r o - w a r f ac t ion (Life 185f.). L a t e r G a m a l a p u t u p a 
very s t o u t r e s i s t ance to V e s p a s i a n , b u t w a s e v e n t u a l l y c a p t u r e d 
w i t h h u g e loss of life (War 4:11-54. 62-83.). W h a t is n o t easi ly 
e x p l a i n e d is t h e a p p a r e n t t u r n a b o u t of t h e ci ty f rom b e i n g 
H e r o d i a n to b e c o m i n g a s t a u n c h r e v o l u t i o n a r y ci ty. Scha l i t h a s 
p o i n t e d o u t t h a t of a l l t h e c i t ies of J e w i s h r e s i s t ance G a m a l a 
a l o n e does n o t s eem to h a v e h a d a n y a n t i - w a r p a r t y . 8 3 T h i s p re sen 
t a t i o n of t h e s i t u a t i o n m a y be d u e to J o s e p h u s ' self-defense 
a g a i n s t c h a r g e s by J u s t u s t h a t i t w a s h e w h o c a u s e d t h e t r oub l e s 
t he re , b u t i t m a y a l s o r e su l t f rom t h e fact t h a t t he B a b y l o n i a n 
J e w s h a d a l r e a d y left t h e ci ty a n d r e t u r n e d to t he i r v i l l age life 
before t h e R o m a n a r r i v a l as A g r i p p a h a d r e q u e s t e d (Life 183) . 8 4 

At a l l even t s w e h e a r n o m o r e of t h e i r l eader P h i l i p , a n d G a m a l a 
t h u s b e c a m e t h e las t o u t p o s t of a l l w h o w e r e f lee ing t h e R o m a n s 
a n d w h o w i s h e d to r evo l t f rom A g r i p p a . N o d o u b t s o m e G a l i l e a n 
c o u n t r y p e o p l e h a d a l s o m a d e G a m a l a t he i r las t refuge in at
t e m p t i n g t o e s cape t h e fury of t h e R o m a n s c o r c h e d e a r t h po l i cy , 
for Life 398 i n d i c a t e s t h a t s u p p l i e s w e r e p a s s e d to t h e b e l e a g u e r e d 
fortress f rom t h e G a l i l e a n J e w i s h p e a s a n t s . 

T h r e e o t h e r f o u n d a t i o n s m u s t be m e n t i o n e d i n th i s survey 
of p l aces w h i c h m i g h t c o n c e i v a b l y h a v e served as a g e n t s for 
soc ia l c h a n g e i n G a l i l e e , B e t h s a i d a J u l i a s a n d Caesa rea P h i l i p p i , 
a n d t h e ea r l i e r H e r o d i a n f o u n d a t i o n of G a b a i n t h e G r e a t P l a i n . 
A p p a r e n t l y C a e s a r e a w a s by far t h e m o r e s i gn i f i c an t , a n d p o t e n 
t i a l ly a t leas t m o r e c u l t u r a l l y h e t e r o g e n e t i c for G a l i l e a n J u d a i s m . 
T h e h e l l e n i s t i c r o o t s of t h i s c i ty g o b a c k a t leas t to P t o l e m a i c 
t i m e s , for u n d e r t h e n a m e P a n e a s it is m e n t i o n e d by P o l y b i u s 
as t h e p l a c e o t A n t i o c h u s defeat of t h e E g y p t i a n g e n e r a l Scopas 
a n d so c a p t u r e d P a l e s t i n e i n 198 B .C .E . ( P o l y b i u s , History 16,18; 
28,1). H e r o d t h e G r e a t b u i l t a t e m p l e to A u g u s t u s t he re after 
t h e t e r r i to ry of Z e n o d o r u s h a d been g i v e n to h i m , i n c l u d i n g 
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U l a t h a ( H u l e h ) a n d P a n e a s (Ant. 15:360-64; War 1:404-06). 
P r o b a b l y th i s very t e m p l e is r e p r e s e n t e d la te r o n t h e c o i n s of 
H e r o d ' s son P h i l i p t h e t e t r a r ch . I t w a s h e w h o u p g r a d e d P a n e a s 
fur ther , g i v i n g it t he n e w n a m e of C a e s a r e a (Ant. 18:28; War 
2:168), a n d p r e s u m a b l y a l s o t h e s t a t u s of a ( l i m i t e d ) c i ty , for w e 
h e a r e l s ewhe re of t h e v i l l ages i n its t e r r i to ry (Mk. 8:26f.). U n d e r 
A g r i p p a II it m a y h a v e los t s o m e of t h i s i n d e p e n d e n c e s ince h e 
h a d a v iceroy, M o d i u s i n t he ci ty (Life 74), b u t t h i s d i d n o t m e a n 
a c h a n g e i n its c h a r a c t e r for h e n a m e d it after h i s p a t r o n N e r o , 
e n l a r g e d it fu r the r (Ant. 20:211) a n d e n t e r t a i n e d V e s p a s i a n a n d 
h i s t r o o p s t he re a t t h e e n d of t he G a l i l e a n c a m p a i g n (War 3:4441.). 
T h e c o n t i n u e d a s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h t h e g o d P a n , a r u r a l de i ty i n b o t h 
G r e e k a n d R o m a n dress , as we l l as t h e t e m p l e to t h e E m p e r o r 
e n s u r e d t h e h e a t h e n c h a r a c t e r of t h i s ci ty a n d its t e r r i to ry . H o w 
ever, s o m e J e w s res ided the re , t h o u g h o b v i o u s l y i n t h e m i n o r i t y 
a n d severely res t r ic ted , a n d the j o u r n e y of J e s u s i n t h a t r e g i o n 
ind ica t e s s o m e c o n t a c t w i t h G a l i l e e p r o p e r . 8 5 H o w e v e r , as A l t 
p o i n t s o u t , t h i s j o u r n e y n e e d n o t h a v e i n c l u d e d t h e c i ty itself, b u t 
o n l y t h e s o u t h e r n v i l l ages w h i c h h a d r e t a i n e d t h e i r e s sen t i a l ly 
Is rae l i te p o p u l a t i o n t h r o u g h t h e c e n t u r i e s . P o l i t i c a l l y t h e n t h e 
city b e l o n g e d to a r e g i o n o t h e r t h a n G a l i l e e , b o r d e r i n g T y r e a n d 
B a t a n a e a . G i v e n t h e s t r i n g e n t to l l c o n t r o l s b e t w e e n t h e v a r i o u s 
r e g i o n s , w e c a n n o t a s s u m e t h a t t o o m u c h traffic ac ross t h e b o r d e r s 
w a s feasible for G a l i l e a n p e a s a n t s . O n t h e o t h e r h a n d B e t h s a i d a 
J u l i a s s i t u a t e d o n t h e l ake d i d a l l o w for m u c h m o r e f r e q u e n t 
con t ac t s , e spec ia l ly w i t h t h e G a l i l e a n v i l l ages a n d s e t t l e m e n t s 
a l o n g the l ake f ron t s u c h as C a p h e r n a u m a n d C o r o z a i n , b u t i ts 
t h r ea t to a n essen t ia l ly J e w i s h w a y of life seems to h a v e b e e n m u c h 
less. D e s p i t e P h i l i p ' s r e n a m i n g it after A u g u s t u s ' d a u g h t e r J u l i a , 
i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y i t neve r e n j o y e d full c i ty s t a t u s . T h e e x t r a 
p o p u l a t i o n t h a t P h i l i p a t t r a c t e d t he re (Ant. 18:28), p r o b a b l y 
s o m e lesser officials for t h e m o s t p a r t , w a s n o t l ike ly to h a v e 
a p p r e c i a b l y c h a n g e d its c h a r a c t e r f rom t h a t of f i s h i n g v i l l a g e 
to he l l en i s t i c ci ty. 

F i n a l l y t he re is G a b a , t h e TTOXCS lirweuv, 'c i ty of c ava l ry ' f o u n d e d 
by H e r o d t h e G r e a t (Ant. 15:294; War 3:36). J o s e p h u s m e n t i o n s 
the p l a c e in c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h H e r o d ' s f o u n d a t i o n of o t h e r 
fortresses t h r o u g h o u t t he c o u n t r y , a n d so p r e s u m a b l y it h a d t h e 
cha rac t e r of a kleruchia of ea r l i e r t imes , for w e h e a r t h a t lo t s of 
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l a n d w e r e a s s i g n e d to t h e so ld ie r s . T h e r e is s o m e q u e s t i o n a b o u t 
i ts a c t u a l l o c a t i o n , s ince t he ea r l i es t reference , Ant 15:294, seems 
to d i s t i n g u i s h b e t w e e n G a b a i n G a l i l e e a n d a s i te for p i c k e d 
cava l ry i n t h e p l a i n . 8 6 E l s e w h e r e w e h e a r t h a t it is n e a r C a r m e l 
(War 3:36) a n d from Life 115ff w e g l ean the add i t i ona l i n fo rma t ion 
t h a t i t w a s l oca t ed 60 s tades ( a b o u t 11 k m s . ) f rom S i m o n i a s , a 
b o r d e r t o w n of G a l i l e e , a n d 20 s tades ( a b o u t 3.7 k m s . ) f rom 
Besara , a n d these d a t a a l o n e e n s u r e t h a t if i t w a s n o t w i t h i n t h e 
b o r d e r s of p o l i t i c a l G a l i l e e i t w a s c lose e n o u g h to h a v e h a d a real 
i m p a c t o n life t he re , if s u c h w a s i ts c h a r a c t e r . T h e r e a re , h o w e v e r , 
a n u m b e r of s i g n s w h i c h s u g g e s t t h a t i t w a s never l ike ly to b l e n d 
w i t h t h e r u r a l , J e w i s h c o u n t r y s i d e of t h e n o r t h . 8 7 F o r o n e t h i n g 
i t a p p a r e n t l y r e t a i n e d i ts m i l i t a r y c h a r a c t e r , for w e h e a r t h a t i n 
J o s e p h u s * d a y i t w a s t h e seat of a R o m a n d e c u r i o n , A e b u t i u s , w h o 
h a d b e e n e n t r u s t e d w i t h c o n t r o l of t h e G r e a t P l a i n . P r e s u m a b l y 
t h e n i t w a s p r o - R o m a n a n d n o m o r e a c c e p t a b l e t o G a l i l e a n J e w s 
t h a n w a s S e p p h o r i s w i t h i n t h e p r o v i n c e . F u r t h e r m o r e i ts o r i e n t a 
t i o n w a s t o w a r d t h e G r e a t P l a i n w h e r e t h e a l l o t m e n t s of t he 
v e t e r a n s w e r e l o c a t e d w i t h i n t h e k i n g ' s l a n d . M o s t s i gn i f i can t 
of a l l is t h e fact t h a t G a b a m a y we l l h a v e b e e n a h e l l e n i s t i c ci ty, 
even p r i o r t o H e r o d , if as A l t c o n t e n d s , w e s h o u l d r e a d TajSa i n 
s t ead of t h e v a r i a n t s Ta/SaXa a n d Ta£a i n t h e list of G r e e k ci t ies 
r e b u i l t by G a b i n i u s (War 1:166; Ant 14 :88) . 8 8 I n t h a t even t G a b a 
w a s n o m o r e l ike ly to h a v e h a d i n f l u e n c e o n the G a l i l e a n J e w i s h 
c o u n t r y s i d e t h a n w a s a n y of t h e o t h e r G r e e k c i t ies of t h e c i rc le . 
I t is a l s o s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t i t w a s t h e n e a r b y Besara (Beth S h e a r i m ) 
t h a t w a s to b e c o m e t h e t h r i v i n g J e w i s h cen te r la ter . O u r c o n c l u 
s i o n t h e n m u s t be t h a t t h e f o u n d a t i o n d i d n o t g rea t ly i m p i n g e 
o n t h e life of t h e s u r r o u n d i n g a r ea , a n d i t is n o s u r p r i s e to h e a r 
of i t i n t h e l is t of p l a c e s a t t a c k e d by t h e J e w s i n 66 C .E . (War 2:459). 

Ill 
G A L I L E E O F T H E G E N T I L E S — F A C T O R F I C T I O N ? 

W e h a v e focused o n t h e r i se of t he c i t ies as t h e m o s t t a n g i b l e 
s i g n of c h a n g e i n G a l i l e e a n d t h e p o s s i b l e ca ta lys t for a h e l l e n 
i s t ic e t h o s t he r e . Yet o u r su rvey h a s s h o w n t h a t t h e c i t ies h a d o n l y 
a l i m i t e d s p h e r e of i n f l u e n c e a n d n o o n e of t h e m seems to h a v e 
d o m i n a t e d t h e c u l t u r a l life i n e i t h e r p h a s e of u r b a n i z a t i o n . Sep
p h o r i s is t h e m o s t o b v i o u s case i n p o i n t . I t c a n h a r d l y be sa id to 
h a v e b e e n a t h r e a t t o t h e ba s i c beliefs a n d v a l u e sys tem of t h e 
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J e w i s h i n h a b i t a n t s of t h e p r o v i n c e , yet i t n e v e r b e c a m e t h e n a t u r a l 
cen te r de sp i t e i ts g e o g r a p h i c l o c a t i o n a n d i ts a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
r o l e . 8 9 O t h e r f o u n d a t i o n s seem e q u a l l y i so l a t ed a n d t h e v i o l e n c e 
t h a t e r u p t e d b e t w e e n J e w a n d G e n t i l e i n 66 C .E . (War 2:457-86) 
is a l so s y m p t o m a t i c of t h e t e n s i o n s b e t w e e n t o w n a n d c o u n t r y . 
P a r t of t h e r e a s o n for t h i s w a s t h e fact t h a t a s t h e c u l t i c cen te r , 
J e r u s a l e m w a s a l s o t h e r ea l c u l t u r a l cen te r for G a l i l e a n J e w i s h 
loyal t ies , a r e l a t i o n s h i p w h i c h t h e v a r i o u s p i l g r i m a g e s h a d 
d e v e l o p e d a n d fostered. Neve r the l e s s , w e d o f i nd J e w s , p r e s u m 
ab ly G a l i l e a n J e w s , l i v i n g i n a l l t h e n o r t h e r n u r b a n cen te r s of 
the circle , n o d o u b t b e c a u s e these h a d e m e r g e d f r o m soc ia l , eco
n o m i c a n d a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c o n c e r n s of a w i d e r n a t u r e e m b r a c i n g 
the w h o l e of life i n t h e a r ea a n d i n e v i t a b l y a t t r a c t i n g s o m e of t h e 
s u r r o u n d i n g p o p u l a t i o n . C o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e q u e s t i o n m u s t 
st i l l be p o s e d c o n c e r n i n g t h e i r i n f l u e n c e o n r u r a l life i n G a l i l e e . 
T h e e c o n o m i c c h a n g e s w r o u g h t by H e l l e n i s m , a n d t h e c o n s e 
q u e n t soc ia l s t r a t i f i ca t ion ca l l for spec ia l t r e a t m e n t i n t h e n e x t 
c h a p t e r , b u t n o w o t h e r a spec t s , e spec ia l ly t h o s e a s soc i a t ed w i t h 
t he u r b a n w a y of life, c a n be e v a l u a t e d i n l i g h t of o u r t r e a t m e n t 
of t h e c i t ies . 

L a n g u a g e m a y be seen as o n e w a y of m e a s u r i n g o t h e r c h a n g e s , 
for w i t h o u t t h i s bas i c m e a n s of c o m m u n i c a t i o n n o rea l c o n t a c t s 
a re poss ib l e . T h e r e is g e n e r a l a g r e e m e n t t h a t G r e e k w a s w i d e l y 
s p o k e n i n P a l e s t i n e as a w h o l e , even i n J e r u s a l e m a n d a m o n g 
n a t i o n a l i s t i c c i rc les i n N e w T e s t a m e n t t i m e s - a c o n c l u s i o n b a s e d 
o n e p i g r a p h i c , a r c h a e o l o g i c a l a n d l i t e ra ry e v i d e n c e t h a t n e e d 
n o t be s u m m a r i z e d h e r e . 9 0 U n d o u b t e d l y t h e b e g i n n i n g s of t h i s 
l a n g u a g e c h a n g e t o o k p l a c e i n t h e G r e e k c i t ies a n d a m o n g t h e 
n e w a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a n d b u s i n e s s p e r s o n n e l t h a t e n t e r e d P a l e s 
t i n i a n life a l r eady i n P t o l e m a i c t i m e s . 9 1 As w e s h a l l see i n t h e 
n e x t c h a p t e r these w e r e n o t c o n f i n e d to t h e c i t ies b u t w e r e d i s 
t r i b u t e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e v i l l ages a n d es ta tes i n c h a r g e of t h e 
affairs of t h e g o v e r n m e n t . T h e f r e q u e n t j o u r n e y s of t he se off icials , 
s o m e of h i g h e r , o t h e r s of lesser r a n k , e n s u r e d a n e t w o r k of c o m 
m u n i c a t i o n t h a t t ied v i l l age life t o t h e v a r i o u s c i t ies a n d t o u c h e d 
everybody f rom t h e p o o r e s t p e a s a n t t o t h e v a r i o u s v i l l a g e of
ficials. M a n y c o u n t r y p e o p l e w e r e e i t h e r a t t r a c t e d o r forced t o 
these l a rge r cen te r s , o f ten i n m e n i a l ro le s , a n d w h i l e t h e Z e n o n 
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e sugges t s h e a v y traffic i n s laves f r o m a m o n g t h e 
n a t i v e p o p u l a t i o n i t c a n be p r e s u m e d t h a t o t h e r s m o v e d freely 
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to t h e c i t ies w h i l e a t t h e s a m e t i m e p r e s e r v i n g c o n t a c t w i t h those 
left b e h i n d o n t h e l a n d . 9 2 I n e v i t a b l y s u c h m o b i l i t y w a s b o u n d 
to b r i n g a b o u t s o m e c h a n g e i n l a n g u a g e p a t t e r n s for t h e n a t i v e 
p o p u l a t i o n , a t leas t to t h e p o i n t of b e i n g a b l e t o u n d e r s t a n d bas ic 
t e r m s r e l a t e d to everyday l i f e . 9 3 S o m e a m o u n t of i n t e r m a r r i a g e 
t o o k p l a c e a n d w a s u n d o u b t e d l y e n c o u r a g e d by t h e P t o l e m a i c 
r e g i m e , b u t i n so fa r as t h i s o c c u r r e d i n i so l a t ed r u r a l a reas , t he 
o l d e r l a n g u a g e w o u l d be l ike ly to p r e v a i l . 9 4 O n e m i g h t a l so 
p o i n t t o t h e official decrees s u c h as t h a t of t h e H e f z i b a h i n s c r i p 
t i o n , w h o s e c o n t e n t s a r e t o be d i scussed la ter , w h i c h we re w r i t t e n 
i n G r e e k a n d to be e rec ted for p u b l i c a t i o n . W h a t k n o w l e d g e of 
G r e e k d i d these p r e s u p p o s e for t h e o r d i n a r y p e o p l e w h o s e lives 
w e r e d e t e r m i n e d by t h e m ? 9 5 P r e s u m a b l y , p e r i o d s of m o r e i n t e n s e 
h e l l e n i z a t i o n s u c h as t h a t of A n t i o c h u s IV o r H e r o d t h e G r e a t 
s a w a n i nc r ea se i n t h e official u s e of G r e e k a n d i t h a s been sug 
ges ted t h a t a s i m i l a r p o l i c y t o o k p l a c e u n d e r t h e R o m a n s after 
70 C . E . 9 6 Yet a t t h e s a m e t i m e w e h a v e n o ev idence of a n y c o m p u l 
sory l a n g u a g e p o l i c i e s , a n d t h e c o u n t e r m o v e m e n t of e x t r e m e 
n a t i o n a l i s t s s u g g e s t e d by t h e c o i n s of t h e t w o revo l t s as we l l as 
t h e r e g u l a t i o n s i n t h e M i s h n a h , d o n o t a p p e a r to h a v e been very 
effective even i n t h e i r o w n c i r c l e s . 9 7 

I t h a s s o m e t i m e s b e e n s u g g e s t e d t h a t G r e e k w a s t he l a n g u a g e 
of t h e u p p e r c lasses a n d t h e e d u c a t e d , w h e r e a s A r a m a i c c o n t i n u e d 
to be s p o k e n by t h e u n l e t t e r e d e spec ia l ly i n t h e c o u n t r y a r e a s . 9 8 

H o w e v e r , t h i s a s s u m p t i o n h a s b e e n se r ious ly c h a l l e n g e d by recen t 
ev idence a n d is b a s e d o n a t o o i n t e l l e c t u a l i s t u n d e r s t a n d i n g of 
t h e w h o l e h e l l e n i z a t i o n p roces s i n P a l e s t i n e . T h e G r e e k d o c u 
m e n t s f r o m W a d d i s M u r a b b a t , H a b r a a n d Seiyal a r e those of 
c o u n t r y p e o p l e , 9 9 a n d m a n y o s s u a r y i n s c r i p t i o n s , b o t h by the 
q u a l i t y of t h e G r e e k a n d t h e i r c r a f t s m a n s h i p , h a v e n o p a r t i c u l a r 
s i g n s of s o p h i s t i c a t i o n o r e d u c a t i o n . 1 0 0 T h e l a rge n u m b e r of 
these i n s c r i p t i o n s f r o m B e t h S h e a r i m i n G a l i l e e f rom the second 
to t h e f o u r t h c e n t u r i e s C .E . is p a r t i c u l a r l y sugges t ive , p r o v i d e d 
w e c o u l d be s u r e t h a t they c o m e f r o m t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of G a l i l e e , 
a n d t h a t s i m i l a r l a n g u a g e p a t t e r n s ex i s t ed for a n ear l i e r p e r i o d 
a l so . Sevens te r , i n p a r t i c u l a r h a s a r g u e d th i s l a t t e r p o i n t , b a s i n g 
h i m s e l f o n t h e fact t h a t i n t h e M u r a b b a t d o c u m e n t s a n u m b e r 
of c o n t r a c t s w r i t t e n i n G r e e k a r e s u m m a r i z e d i n A r a m a i c ( N a b a -
t a e a n ) for t h e benef i t of t h o s e w h o d i d n o t feel c o m f o r t a b l e w i t h 
t h e G r e e k o r i g i n a l . 1 0 1 
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T h i s ev idence for G r e e k b e i n g k n o w n by s o m e J e w s a n d func 
t i o n i n g as a lingua franca i n a b o r d e r d i s t r i c t is seen by Sevens te r 
as typ ica l of o t h e r a reas of P a l e s t i n e . I t m i g h t c e r t a i n l y a p p l y to 
G a l i l e a n c o n d i t i o n s g i v e n t h e fact t h a t G r e e k w a s so w i d e l y 
s p o k e n f rom a n ea r ly p e r i o d i n a l l t h e s u r r o u n d i n g ci t ies t h e r e . 1 0 2 

M o r e recen t ly h o w e v e r , E r i c Meyers h a s ca l l ed for g r ea t e r a t t e n 
t i o n to r e g i o n a l i s m w i t h i n G a l i l e e a n d sugges t s t h a t o n t h e bas i s 
of l a n g u a g e p a t t e r n s as we l l as o t h e r factors a s h a r p d i s t i n c t i o n 
c a n be d r a w n b e t w e e n U p p e r a n d L o w e r G a l i l e e . 1 0 3 W h i l e s u c h 
a n a p p r o a c h agrees i n g e n e r a l w i t h t h e a s s u m p t i o n of t h i s s t udy 
it seems d o u b t f u l if t h e a v a i l a b l e ev idence a l l o w s for d i s t i n g u i s h 
i n g t h e c u l t u r a l p a t t e r n s so a b s o l u t e l y , a t leas t o n c u r r e n t evi
dence . I t m a y be t h a t L o w e r G a l i l e e h a d m o r e c o s m o p o l i t a n 
c o n n e c t i o n s , b u t o u r s t u d y of t he c i t ies h a s n o t i n d i c a t e d a n y 
g rea te r e m p a t h y b e t w e e n t h e G a l i l e a n c o u n t r y s i d e of t h e s o u t h 
a n d the s u r r o u n d i n g c i t ies . S i g n i f i c a n t l y t h e d a t a o n w h i c h 
Meyers bases h i s c o n c l u s i o n s - e p i g r a p h i c m a t e r i a l f rom 
seventeen sites - a l l c o m e f r o m ' t h e w e s t e r n s h o r e of t h e l a k e 
a n d the s o u t h e r n ha l f of L o w e r G a l i l e e ' , a n d t h i s w o u l d c a u s e 
n o s u r p r i s e i n the l i g h t of o u r survey of t h e v a r i o u s f o u n d a 
t i o n s . 1 0 4 T h e q u e s t i o n to b e a n s w e r e d is w h e t h e r t h i s w i d e 
s p r e a d c h a n g e of l a n g u a g e p a t t e r n s , even a m o n g c o u n t r y p e o p l e , 
is a real i n d i c a t o r of d e e p c h a n g e s w i t h i n t h e i r t h i n k i n g a n d 
a t t i t udes . G i v e n the fact t h a t the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a n d c o m m e r c i a l 
life of t h e c o u n t r y w a s c o n d u c t e d i n G r e e k f rom a very ea r ly 
s tage , i t is o n l y n a t u r a l t h a t o r d i n a r y p e o p l e w o u l d h a v e s o m e 
a c q u a i n t a n c e w i t h i t , even u s e i t , so l o n g as n o p a r t i c u l a r h o s t i l e 
ove r tones were a s soc ia t ed w i t h t h i s . F r o m b e i n g a lingua franca 
i t c o u l d b e c o m e a first l a n g u a g e for m a n y , even u n l e t t e r e d 
p e o p l e , b u t w i t h o u t t he reby necessar i ly i n d i c a t i n g a r a d i c a l 
b r e a k w i t h o l d e r t r a d i t i o n s . 

T h e o b v i o u s w a y to test t h i s c o n c l u s i o n is to l o o k for o t h e r 
m o r e f a r - r e a c h i n g a n d c o r r o b o r a t i v e e x p r e s s i o n s of h e l l e n i s t i c 
c iv i l i za t ion i n G a l i l e e . U n f o r t u n a t e l y l ack of m a t e r i a l e v i d e n c e 
o n a suff ic ient ly b r o a d bas i s leaves a n y g e n e r a l c o n c l u s i o n t e n t a 
tive. J u s t u s of T i b e r i a s is t h e o n l y G a l i l e a n w r i t e r k n o w n to u s 
a n d h i s w r i t i n g i n i ts o u t e r f o r m a t leas t w a s i n t h e t r a d i t i o n 
of he l l en i s t i c h i s t o r i o g r a p h y . E v e n h i s a r c h - e n e m y J o s e p h u s , 
w r i t i n g to d i sc red i t h i m w i t h t h e R o m a n l e a d e r s h i p h a s t o a d m i t 
t h a t h e was n o t u n f a m i l i a r w i t h h e l l e n i s t i c c u l t u r e (Life 40), a n d 
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p r e s u m a b l y t h i s h a d b e e n a c q u i r e d a t h i s n a t i v e T i b e r i a s , w h o s e 
t h o r o u g h l y h e l l e n i z e d p o l i t i c a l s t r u c t u r e a n d a r c h i t e c t u r e we 
h a v e seen. Besides , t h e p r e s e n c e of a s t a d i o n t h e r e sugges t s t h a t 
t h e G r e e k p a s s i o n for s p o r t w a s c u l t i v a t e d t he re a l s o . U n f o r 
t u n a t e l y , J o s e p h u s d i d n o t c i te f r o m J u s t u s ' w o r k a n d a n y at
t e m p t to r e c o n s t r u c t e i t h e r i ts c o n t e n t s o r ove ra l l i n s p i r a t i o n h a s 
to be e x t r e m e l y t en t a t i ve . P r e s u m a b l y h o w e v e r , i t f i t ted i n t o t he 
g e n e r a l c a t e g o r y of P a l e s t i n i a n - J e w i s h h i s t o r i o g r a p h y as des
c r i b e d by H e n g e l ; a h i g h l y h e l l e n i z e d e x t e r n a l f o r m i n t e rms 
of s tyle a n d l a n g u a g e yet t h o r o u g h l y J e w i s h i n i ts i n s p i r a t i o n , 
v i e w i n g the h i s t o r y of t h e w a r as the s p h e r e of d i v i n e a c t i o n a n d 
j u d g m e n t . 1 0 5 T h i s w o u l d m e a n t h a t J u s t u s h a s t o be seen as a 
J e w , w h o if u n a c c e p t a b l e to c e r t a i n e l e m e n t s of h i s o w n p e o p l e , 
e spec i a l l y t h e c o u n t r y p e o p l e , ( G a l i l e a n s , Life 177.39H) w a s 
e q u a l l y n o t i n t e g r a t e d i n t o t h e c o m p l e t e l y he l l en i zed w o r l d of t h e 
D e k a p o l i s . T h i s fact h a d l ead to a c o n f r o n t a t i o n b e t w e e n J u s t u s 
a n d these c i t ies , p r i o r to J o s e p h u s ' a r r i v a l , s o m e t h i n g a t tes ted 
to b o t h by t h e l a t t e r ' s c h a r g e a n d the Commentaries of V e s p a s i a n 
(L*/e 42.341f). 

I t is d i f f icu l t to say h o w typ i ca l J u s t u s w a s of T i b e r i a n s , for h e 
w a s c e r t a i n l y m o r e a m b i t i o u s , a n d h a d p e r s o n a l a s p i r a t i o n s of 
h i s o w n w h i c h a l m o s t p r o v e d h i s u n d o i n g , yet c lear ly h e d i d n o t 
s h a r e t he zea lo t ic t e n d e n c i e s of J e s u s a n d h i s fo l lowers w h o h a d 
b e e n r e s p o n s i b l e for t h e m a s s a c r e of t h e G r e e k i n h a b i t a n t s of t h e 
c i ty . If w e a b s t r a c t f r o m the w a r p e r i o d a n d t h e r a d i c a l e l e m e n t s 
t h a t e m e r g e d t h e n , w e m i g h t h a v e e x p e c t e d t h a t i n T i b e r i a s , if 
a n y w h e r e i n G a l i l e e , J u d a i s m w o u l d h a v e s u c c u m b e d to t he 
w i d e r c u l t u r e , yet i n J u s t u s a n d h i s type w e d i scover a n e w he l 
l en ized J e w t h a t h a d e m e r g e d i n H e r o d i a n t i m e s w i t h i n t he 
h e l l e n i s t i c e n v i r o n m e n t , a t o n c e suff ic ient ly J e w i s h i n h i s bas i c 
a t t i t u d e s n o t to be a b l e t o ident i fy w i t h h i s p a g a n n e i g h b o r s , yet 
so d i f ferent t h a t t h e u n e d u c a t e d r u r a l J e w f o u n d h i m u n a c 
c e p t a b l e a l s o . L a t e r , w e f ind R a b b a n G a m a l i e l a t T i b e r i a s r e a d i n g 
t h e b o o k of J o b i n G r e e k a n d b e i n g g e n t l y r e p r i m a n d e d by R a b b i 
H a l a p h t a (b. Shab 115a; T . Shab 13:2), a n d i n i ts l a te r d e v e l o p 
m e n t t h e c i ty w a s a b l e to c o m b i n e a very o b v i o u s H e l l e n i s m i n 
c o i n s , i n s c r i p t i o n s a n d a r c h i t e c t u r e w i t h a s t r o n g J u d a i s m . 1 0 6 

T h e s e o b s e r v a t i o n s a b o u t t h e c h a r a c t e r of t h e h e l l e n i s t i c e t h o s 
i n T i b e r i a s a r e a l l t h e m o r e s i g n i f i c a n t i n v i ew of t he fact t h a t 
a n a t u r a l c u l t u r a l m a t r i x w a s a v a i l a b l e i n t h e b o r d e r i n g te r r i to ry 
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of the D e k a p o l i s , e spec ia l ly a t G a d a r a , w h e r e w e h a v e f o u n d rea l 
s i gns of G r e e k i n t e l l e c t u a l a n d l i t e ra ry ac t iv i ty f r o m a n ea r ly d a t e . 
Meleager , t h e first c e n t u r y B . C . E . p o e t r e m e m b e r e d h i s n a t i v e 
ci ty w i t h af fect ion, t h o u g h e d u c a t e d a t T y r e . 1 0 7 T h i s s h o w s t h e 
c u l t u r a l r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n a l l t h e G r e e k c i t ies of t h e n o r t h e r n 
r e g i o n . Yet a c c o r d i n g to a r a b b i n i c a n e c d o t e a t t r i b u t e d to a n o t h e r 
i n h a b i t a n t of G a d a r a 200 years la te r , O i n o m a o s , a C y n i c p h i l o s o 
p h e r a n d f r iend of R . Mei r , t h e J e w s h a d b e e n a b l e t o res is t t h e 
i n f l u e n c e of t h e g e n t i l e s b e c a u s e of t he i r s c h o o l s a n d s y n a g o g u e s 
w h e r e t he c h i l d r e n h a d c o n t i n u e d to l e a r n t h e t o r a h . 1 0 8 P r o x 
imi ty , even c lose c o n t a c t w i t h t h e v a r i o u s e x p r e s s i o n s of t h e 
n e w w a y of life d i d n o t a l w a y s p o s e t he t h r e a t t o b a s i c J e w i s h 
a t t i t u d e s t h a t o n e m i g h t s u p p o s e . N o d o u b t t h e r e l i g i o u s pe r 
s e c u t i o n of A n t i o c h u s IV a n d t h e successful J e w i s h r e s i s t ance h a d 
a lo t to d o w i t h t h i s s ta te of affairs , a n d o n e c a n p o s t u l a t e a s i m i l a r 
s i t u a t i o n for R o m a n G a l i l e e of l a t e r t i m e s i n t h e w a k e of t h e t w o 
revol t s . It is u n d e r s t a n d a b l e , if i r o n i c , t h a t m a n y of t h e a r c h i 
t ec tu ra l fea tures of H e r o d ' s p a l a c e i n T i b e r i a s w h i c h e x t r e m e 
J e w i s h p i e ty h a d f o u n d so offensive i n 66 C .E . w e r e t w o c e n t u r i e s 
la ter to be f o u n d o n t h e G a l i l e a n s y n a g o g u e s of t h e ba s i l i c a 
style, w i t h o u t a n y c o m p l a i n t s b e i n g r a i s e d . 1 0 9 I t c a n n o t j u s t h a v e 
been a m a t t e r of t h e t w o defeats by R o m e b u t r a t h e r a c h a n g e d 
p o l i t i c a l c l i m a t e i n w h i c h a s s i m i l a t i o n of t h i s k i n d w a s n o t seen 
as s y m p t o m a t i c of a d e e p e r t h r ea t . M u c h ea r l i e r , as a l r e a d y n o t e d , 
there is ev idence of a s i m i l a r s i t u a t i o n o b t a i n i n g o n t h e w e s t e r n 
b o r d e r s of G a l i l e e . C h a b u l o n w a s a G a l i l e a n t o w n b o r d e r i n g 
the te r r i to ry of P t o l e m a i s (Life 213), a n d w e h e a r t h a t C e s t i u s 
G a l l u s des t royed i t i n 66 C .E . d e s p i t e t h e fact t h a t h e a d m i r e d 
its h o u s e s b u i l t i n the style of t h o s e of T y r e , S i d o n a n d Be ry tus , 
a n d even t h o u g h i ts i n h a b i t a n t s h a d fled t h e p l a c e (War 2:504). 
T h e p l a i n in fe rence is t h a t a r c h i t e c t u r a l s tyle a l o n e is n o i n d i c a 
t i o n of re jec t ion of J e w i s h w a y s , a s C e s t i u s w a s q u i c k to r ecogn ize . 

A n o t h e r i n d i c a t i o n of t he c u l t u r a l t e n o r of G a l i l e e is t h e 
H e r o d i a n p o l i c y i n r e g a r d to c o i n s . T h e a c c e p t a n c e of t h e T y r i a n 
ha l f - sheke l w i t h i ts r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of t h e g o d M e l k a r t u n d e r t h e 
fo rm of Zeus ' s o n H e r a c l e s o n o n e s ide a n d t h e P t o l e m a i c e a g l e 
k n o w n as ' t h e b i r d of Zeus ' o n t h e obverse , a s ' t h e c o i n of t h e 
s a n c t u a r y ' , is j u s t o n e a n o m a l y of t h e J e w i s h r e s i s t ance to p a g a n 
i s m . 1 1 0 G i v e n th i s s i t u a t i o n it is s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t t h e c o i n s of 
H e r o d A n t i p a s , m i n t e d for t he m o s t p a r t a t T i b e r i a s , a v o i d e d 
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h u m a n r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of a n y k i n d , b u t d o h a v e a w r e a t h a n d 
p a l m b r a n c h , s y m b o l s of t h e g o d Nike, w h i c h we re n o t offensive 
to t h e J e w s yet c lea r ly f la t te red t h e R o m a n o v e r l o r d s of P a l e s t i n e , 
w h o s e n a m e s ( t h o s e of T i b e r i u s a n d C l a u d i u s ) a p p e a r o n the few 
e x t a n t c o i n s of t h e p e r i o d . T h i s is i n s t r i k i n g c o n t r a s t to Ant ipas* 
b r o t h e r P h i l i p , w h o i n t h e p a g a n T r a c h o n i t i s a n d B a t a n a e a h a d 
n o s c r u p l e i n h a v i n g b o t h h i s o w n a n d t h e e m p e r o r ' s i m a g e o n 
h i s c o i n s . L i k e w i s e A g r i p p a II w a s c lea r ly m o r e c o n c e r n e d to 
ce l eb ra t e h i s F l a v i a n o v e r l o r d s t h a n to p l a c a t e h i s J e w i s h s u b 
jec ts , s ince i m a g e s of b o t h V e s p a s i a n a n d T i t u s t o g e t h e r w i t h 
t h e s y m b o l of v ic to ry o c c u r o n h i s c o i n s as ea r ly as t h e year 74 
C . E . 1 1 1 T h i s n u m i s m a t i c ev idence f rom t h e di f ferent H e r o d i a n 
p r i n c e s is a n i n d i c a t i o n t h a t a t leas t d u r i n g A n t i p a s ' r e i g n , a n d 
p r o b a b l y u n t i l t h e r evo l t of 66-67 h a d been p u t d o w n , it w a s 
necessa ry to p r o c e e d c a u t i o u s l y i n o p e n l y d i s p l a y i n g the s i gns 
of h e l l e n i s m . S i g n i f i c a n t l y t h e t w o c o i n s of S e p p h o r i s for t he year 
68 C .E . h a v e a G r e e k l e g e n d b u t n o h u m a n r e p r e s e n t a t i o n . T h i s 
c a n o n l y m e a n t h a t t h e to t a l e t h o s , as d i s t i n c t f rom c e r t a i n centers , 
w a s s t i l l t h o r o u g h l y J e w i s h , even if a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e s i g n s a n d 
p o t t e r y styles t a k e n i n i s o l a t i o n c o u l d s u g g e s t t he o p p o s i t e . 1 1 2 

As a f ina l c o n f i r m a t i o n of t h i s s i t u a t i o n it is necessary to r e t u r n 
to t h e l a n g u a g e p a t t e r n s i n t h e p r o v i n c e . W h i l e G r e e k w a s cer
t a i n l y w i d e l y u s e d even a m o n g t h e l ower , u n e d u c a t e d classes, w e 
h a v e a l l o w e d , t h e r e s eems l i t t l e d o u b t t h a t A r a m a i c r e m a i n e d the 
m o s t c o m m o n l y s p o k e n l a n g u a g e of t he vas t m a j o r i t y of the i n 
h a b i t a n t s of G a l i l e e t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e p e r i o d of th i s survey. 
T h e r e is a g r o w i n g c o n s e n s u s t h a t M i s h n a i c H e b r e w t o o w a s 
s p o k e n i n first c e n t u r y C .E . P a l e s t i n e , a n d i n fact h a d d e v e l o p e d 
f r o m s p o k e n H e b r e w of ea r l i e r t i m e s t h a t h a d neve r been to ta l ly 
r e p l a c e d . G i v e n t h e c lose af f in i ty of H e b r e w a n d A r a m a i c it is 
q u i t e p o s s i b l e t h a t a s i t u a t i o n of diglossia ex is ted , n a m e l y 
A r a m a i c as t h e o r d i n a r y l a n g u a g e for everyday speech a n d H e 
b r e w for f o r m a l o c c a s i o n s , e spec i a l ly t h e c u l t . 1 1 3 A t least t h a t 
w o u l d be t h e m o s t l ike ly s i t u a t i o n i n G a l i l e e . A p a r t f rom the 
u s u a l ev idence for a s p o k e n A r a m a i c - w o r d s p rese rved by J o 
s e p h u s a n d the g o s p e l s , o s s u a r y i n s c r i p t i o n s a n d m o s t recen t ly 
t h e a r a m a i c p a r a p h r a s e s of d o c u m e n t s f rom W a d i H a b r a 1 1 4 -
re ference m a y be m a d e to G a l i l e a n s p e a k i n g h a b i t s as these a re 
r e l a t e d i n b. Erub 56a . I t is p o s s i b l e to d i s m i s s t h i s ev idence as 
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p u r e l y f ic i t i tous a n d r e l a t ed to B a b y l o n i a n s p e e c h h a b i t s of t h e 
t h i r d c e n t u r y C .E . w h e r e t he g u t t u r a l s s eem to h a v e d i s a p p e a r e d 
en t i r e ly . H o w e v e r , a s m a l l b o d y of d i r ec t e v i d e n c e e spec ia l ly 
f rom p o e t i c texts does s u g g e s t i ts a u t h e n t i c i t y , e spec ia l ly t h e 
w e a k e n i n g of 'ayin a n d he. K u t s c h e r da t e s t h i s to t h e s e c o n d a n d 
t h i r d c e n t u r i e s C .E . a n d sugges t s t h a t i t m a y h a v e t a k e n p l a c e 
u n d e r G r e e k i n f l u e n c e , w i t h t h e loca l s e m i t i c - s p e a k i n g n a t i v e s 
i m i t a t i n g t he h e l l e n i z e d a r t i s t o c r a c y . 1 1 5 A t a l l even t s t he d i s c u s 
s ion is sugges t ive i n r e g a r d to G a l i l e a n s p e e c h p a t t e r n s of a l a te r 
p e r i o d a n d s h o w s t h a t G r e e k neve r to t a l ly r e p l a c e d A r a m a i c as 
the s p o k e n l a n g u a g e of t h e p e o p l e . 

Before c o n c l u d i n g t h a t t h i s w a s d u e to a p o s i t i v e r e s i s t ance , 
to t he w h o l e c u l t u r a l p h e n o m e n o n t h a t t h e G r e e k l a n g u a g e 
r ep re sen t ed , w e m u s t c o n s i d e r t h a t A r a m a i c itself h a d a l s o en 
tered Gal i lee as the l a n g u a g e of the c o n q u e r o r i n the e i g h t h cen tu ry 
B.C.E. , a i d e d n o d o u b t by t he i n t r o d u c t i o n of t h e Assy r i an a r i s t o 
cracy a t v a r i o u s cen te r s . O u r c o n t e n t i o n h a s b e e n t h a t t h i s soc ia l 
c h a n g e i n t h e n o r t h d i d n o t r a d i c a l l y u p s e t t h e o l d I s rae l i t e w a y of 
life t h e n , a n d w e m a y n o w a d d t h a t t h i s w a s t h e case d e s p i t e t h e 
c h a n g i n g l a n g u a g e p a t t e r n s of t he p e r i o d . T h u s A r a m a i c d i d n o t 
h a v e t he s a m e c u l t u r a l o v e r t o n e s for t h e J e w of a l a te r p e r i o d as 
d i d H e b r e w , 1 1 6 a fact r e c o g n i z e d by R. J u d a h h a - N a s i : ' W h y u s e 
the Syr iac (i.e. A r a m a i c ) l a n g u a g e i n Pa l e s t i ne? E i t h e r t h e h o l y 
t o n g u e ( H e b r e w ) o r Greek*, (b. Bab. Kam. 82b; b. Sota 49b) . If, 
therefore , A r a m a i c d i d n o t r e p r e s e n t d e e p l y felt t r a d i t i o n a l 
c u l t u r a l a n d r e l i g i o u s loya l t i e s for t h e J e w , i ts c o n t i n u e d u s e 
yet g r a d u a l e r o s i o n t h r o u g h a n i n c r e a s i n g n u m b e r of G r e e k a n d 
L a t i n l o a n w o r d s o r i ts r e p l a c e m e n t by G r e e k i n c e r t a i n c i rc les 
m u s t be seen as a n i n d i c a t i o n t h a t a c o n s i d e r a b l e p e r c e n t a g e of 
the p o p u l a t i o n h a d n o t b e e n u n d u l y d i s t u r b e d by t h e h e l l e n i z a 
t i o n p rocess i n o u r p e r i o d . I n t h e l i g h t of t h e e v i d e n c e of t h i s 
c h a p t e r th i s w o u l d h a v e to be t r u e of t hose a r ea s t h a t w e r e o u t s i d e 
the r a n g e of the ( G r e e k - s p e a k i n g ) c i t ies a n d s h o w e d n o af f in i ty 
w i t h t h e m , b o t h i n U p p e r a n d L o w e r G a l i l e e . T h i s t en t a t i ve 
c o n c l u s i o n m a y be tested, o r m o d i f i e d i n t h e l i g h t of o t h e r a spec t s 
of life, yet for t h e p r e s e n t t h e c o n c l u s i o n m u s t s t a n d t h a t t h e 
ci t ies were n o t t he a g e n t s for c h a n g e t h a t s o m e w o u l d c l a i m w h e n 
d i s c u s s i n g the to ta l e t h o s of G a l i l e e i n G r e c o - R o m a n t i m e s . 
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M. Broshi, 'La Population de l'ancienne Jerusalem', RB 82(1975) 5-17, is rightly 
critical of Byatt's eclecticism and discusses possible methodologies for checking 
ancient figures. 

9 W . Strathman, ir6Xis, in TDNT, 10 vols. English trans., Grand Rapids, Wm. 
Eerdmans, 1964-76, 6, 516-22, deals with the lexicography and use of the term in 
Greek literature. 

1 0 A. N. Sherwin-White, Roman Society and Roman Law in the New Testament, 
Oxford, Univ. Press, 1963,130. In War 2:252 Josephus writes: 'the four cities CT6X««) 
with their districts'^? reus To?rapxJats),and at Ant 20:159: 'Julias (in Peraea) and the 
fourteen villages that go with it'. 

1 1 Mark uses the word *««>/IOT6X€IS for the Galilean settlements that Jesus visits 
(Mk 1:38) and speaks of the villages of Caesarea Philippi jcw/not Mk 8:26; cf. 6:56: 
'wherever he visited their villages (xwAiascitiesir6Xeisor fields (&ypote).However, he calls 
Bethsaida a K«M>? rather than a TT6XIS (Mk 8:23; cf. Mt 11:20; Lfc9:10). where it is called 
a 7r6Xt$, even though Josephus says that Philip raised it from a village to a city (Ant 
18:28). Luke calls Nairn a TOXIS (Lk 7:11), but for Josephus it was a village, Life 86. 
All three Synoptists agree in calling Caphernaum a x6Xts (Mk 1:21.33; Mt 4:13; 9:1; 
Lk 4:31) and again according to Josephus, it was a village of Galilee, Life 403; War 
3:519. The phrase xarA TT6X«$ *ai K&nasis also found in Mt and Lk, without any clear 
distinction between the two terms: Mt 9:35; 10:11; Lk 13:22. At Lk 10:1 we read: 
els icacav ir6Xtv Kal TSTOVwhich may be an echo of Josephus' designation of a x6Xt$ as 
the capital of a toparchy. 

1 2 Schiirer, Geschichte, 2, 141-50, has collected all the relevant data from ancient 
sources. 

1 3Hengel, Jud. und Hell, 61-7, on early Greek trading between Palestine and the 
Greek world. 

"Cited by Hengel, Jud. und Hell., 36f, n. 118. 
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1 5 Abel, 'La liste gebgraphique du Papyrus 71 de Zenon', locates Beth Anath in 
Upper Galilee, but subsequently, Geographie de la Palestine, 2, 265, opts for a site 
in Lower Galilee, 19 kms. east of Ptolemais. For a full discussion cf. Tcherikover, 
Mizraim, 84, n. 80, who is also uncertain, opting for either Ainita in Upper Galilee 
or el-Eb'eneh, northeast of Nazareth. 

1 6 Tcherikover, Mizraim, 36-8. 
17 Jud. und Hell., 24-7. 
1 8PCZ 59003 speaks of rG>v Tovfilov i™kt*v Kk-npobXo Text in CP.J., 1, 119. 
1 9 Schiirer, Geschichte, 2, 145. 
^Pliny, Nat. Hist., V, 17.75 writes: 'colonia Claudii Caesaris Ptolemais quae 

quondam Acce*. Cf. Schiirer, Geschichte, 2, 148, n.213. 
2 1 While not making too much of Josephus' figures (cf. n. 8, above), it is worth 

noting that in the riots of 66 C.E. we hear of 13,000 Jews being killed in Scythopolis 
and only 2,000 in Ptolemais (War 2:468.477). Apparently, the latter city had attracted 
very few Jewish inhabitants despite its advantageous commercial position. 

2 2Avi-Yohan, The Holy Land, 36; A.M.H. Jones, The Cities of the Eastern 
Roman Provinces, 242; Hengel, Jud. und Hell., 25, against Schiirer, Geschichte, 
2, 171, who derives the name from the Scythians, who are said to have settled there 
in the seventh century B.C.E. 

2 3 This is the date suggested by M. Avi-Yonah, 'Scythopolis', IEJ 12(1962) 123-34, 
esp. 127. 

2 4Landau, 'A Greek Inscription', lines 14f, 23-5. 
2 5 Avi-Yonah, The Holy Land, 51; Hengel, Jud. und Hell., 474 and 521. 
2 6 Hengel, Jud. und Hell., 86f; Avi-Yonah, The Holy Land, 202-4, who notes that 

the flax which grew in Galilee had a natural market in Scythopolis. 
2 7 Tcherikover, Hellenistischen Stadtegrundungen, 7If. 
2 8 'On the 15th and 16th of Siwan the people of Beth Shean and its valley went 

into exile', Lichtenstein, 'Die Fastenrolle', 288. 
2 9 The city is not mentioned in the list of places from which captives were taken 

by Tiglathpilesar III in 733 B.C.E. However, some traces of Samaritanism have been 
detected in this valley according to I. Ben-Zevi, in the report of the annual convention 
of the Israel Exploration Society, 'The Beth Shean Valley', IEJ 11(1961) 198-202. 

50 Life 349. Schiirer, Geschichte, 2, 173, points out that this can only mean that it 
was on the side of Agrippa, since it is not mentioned as part of his territory elsewhere. 

5 1 Avi-Yonah, The Holy Land, 70, n. 109, with reference to the archaeological 
evidence from the excavations of the Oriental Institute of the Univ. of Chicago, 1952. 

3 2 Polybius seems to make no distinction between Philoteria and Scythopolis on 
the basis of the territory belonging to each. 

3 3 B. Maisler and others, 'The Excavations at Beth Yerach (Khirbet el Kerach) IEJ 
2(1952) 165-73 and 218-29. 

5 4 Alt, 'Hellenistische Stadte und Domanen', G.P. 5, 392f. 
i5Hellenistischen Stadtegrundungen, 68, noting that according to Diodorus, 

(XVIII. 37, 3-4) it was a fortress again in 321 B.C.E. 
56 PCZ 59093 tells of the effort of a certain Apollophanes to evade customs duties 

by exporting slaves illegally from Tyre, with the aid of the customs official of the city, 
Menekles. For a discussion of the papyrus in question, cf. Tcherikover, Mizraim, 68ff. 

5 7 'Sur une Inscription Grecque de Sidon', Melanges Syriens offerts\ M.R. Dus-
saud, 2 vols. Bibliotheque Archaeologique et Historique, 30, Paris 1939, 1, 91-9. 

38 Ant 8:144, speaks of Tyrian records written in Phoenician script, that had to be 
translated into Greek. 

3 9 A. Ben David, Jerusalem und Tyros. Ein Beitrag zur Palastinensischen Munz-
und Wirtschaftsgeschichte (126 a.C.-57 p.C) , Tubingen, J.C.B. Mohr, esp. 19-24. A 
steady supply of Tyrian coins at Khirbet Shema' in Upper Galilee from the second 
century B.C.E. to the third C.E. indicates continued commercial links with Tyre 
according to R.S. Hanson and M.L. Bates, 'Numismatic Report' in E. Meyers, A.T. 
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Kraabel, J.F. Strange, Ancient Synagogue Excavations at Khirbet Shema*, Upper 
Galilee, Israel, 1970-72, AASOR, vol. XLII, Duke Univ. Press, 1976, 146-69, esp. 
148-50 and 168. 

4 0 E. Bickerman, 'Les Privileges juifs', in Melanges Isidore Levy, eds., H. Gregoire, 
J. Moreau and P. Orgels, Brussels, 1955,11-34, comments on the documents preserved 
in the Tyrian archives relating to the transfer of Galilean territory by Solomon to 
Hiram, Ant 8:55. Clearly these documents do not date to the period of Solomon, 
but rather represent some later situation in which the same area was in dispute 
between the two peoples. Cf. War 4:105 on the dispute between Galilee and Kedasa. 

4 1 Above, ch. 1, n. 14. Also Alt, 'Hellenistische Stadte und Domanen', G.P., 4, 
392, n.3. 

4 2 Above, notes 4 and 36. Tcherikover, Mizraim, 43f .49, is cautious on the question 
of the autonomy of the Greek cities of Palestine under the Ptolemies and their en
croachment on the king's land. Hengel, Jud. und Hell., 43, n.149 is more positive 
on the 'freedom' of Scythopolis and the Phoenician coastal cities. In New Testa
ment times it would appear from Mk 7:31 that the territory of Sidon had encroached 
between that of Tyre and the lake, but the geography of this verse is very difficult 
as the many conjectures, cited by V. Taylor, The Gospel according to St. Mark, 
London, 1963, 352f, make abundantly clear. 

4 3 Above, ch. 3, I, and n.18 for a discussion based on the decrees of Caesar. 
4 4 Rostovtzeff, SEHHW, 2, 846f and 3, 1534, n. 126. 
4 5Ben-David, Jerusalem und Tyros, 8f and 16f. 
4 6 Rostovtzeff, SEHHW, 2, 980ff and 3, 1573, n. 72. 
4 7 S.S. Weinberg, 'Tel Anafa', IEJ 19(1969) 250-2 and 'Tel Anafa: the Hellenistic 

Town', IEJ 21(1971) 86-109. 
4 8 Rostovtzeff, SEHHW, 2, 861 and 3, 1538f, n. 146. Gladys Davidson Weinberg, 

'Hellenistic Glass from Tel Anafa in Upper Galilee', Journal of Glass Studies 
12(1970) 17-27. The glass industry was also found in the region of Ptolemais, as 
Josephus, War 2:190f and archaeological findings make clear. 

4 9 Cf. Rostovtzeff, SEHHW, 1, 461 f on the need to protect the caravan routes from 
the east. Josephus' agreement with the brigands from Upper Galilee to confine their 
activities to the border area, Life 77, is an example of this situation and of the way 
officialdom regarded it. 

5 0 The uncertainty of the MSS evidence makes it difficult to interpret the phrase 
ijyopvev aifriiv AvTOKparopiSa, and several different emendations have been suggested for 
riydpvev; cf. Loeb Josephus, IX, 24. The actual significance of the title AinoKparoplda, 
is also uncertain. As Feldman, loc. cit., n. b remarks the term is the Greek equivalent 
of Imperator and so the name probably honors Augustus. It can hardly mean that 
it was made autonomous, though Schiirer's observation that Galilee was sub
ordinated to it is probably true, Geschichte, 2, 211, n. 496. 

5 1 Cf. above, ch. 3, n. 44. 
5 2 This is the suggestion of S. Yeivin, 'Historical Notes', in Preliminary Report 

of the University of Michigan Excavations at Sepphoris, Palestine in 1931, ed. 
L. Waterman, Ann Arbor, 1937, 23ff. The remains of an aqueduct linking the city 
with a spring to the east and a reservoir to the SE have been described by N.E. 
Manasseth in the same report, 1-16. There is no evidence of the Galileans having 
ever attacked this water system, which, given their animosity, was an obvious 
strategy. This suggests that the system may have been a later installation. 

"Hoehner, Antipas, 87; cf. Ant 17:271f.288. 
5 4 Neither the Ant nor War accounts say that the people of Sepphoris were involved 

in this attack, and the phrase in Ant 17:271, irepl 2kir<t>u)ptv, might suggest that they 
were not. Though of Hasmonaean aristocratic background presumably, he must 
have been able to escape the purges of Herod, by remaining concealed among the 
peasantry. 

5 5 Cf. above ch. 3, notes 44 and 61 for possible suggestions of anti-Roman attitudes 
at Sepphoris. 
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56 War 2:338 says that the men of property in Jerusalem were desiring peace 
because of their possessions. 

5 7 Above, ch. 3, .V and n.61.n. 61. 
5 8 The mention of Sepphoris in this passage seems an afterthought, cf. above, ch. 3, 

n. 49. Possibly the same incident as Life 373ff is intended, where the looting of Sep
phoris is explicitly mentioned. In the War account it serves to underline further 
the image of the far-seeing and clever general. 

5 9 There is nothing improbable about Sepphoris' support for the Jerusalem dele
gation sent to unseat Josephus and this in no way conflicts with its pro-Roman 
stance. Its Pharisaic composition may have led them to presume that it stood for 
peace. However, it is noteworthy that it was at Tiberias, not Sepphoris, that it made 
its center of operation in Lower Galilee, Life 271-308, and we hear of no further 
contacts with the latter city. 

6 0 The rabbinic evidence for this has been discussed by S. Klein, Beitrdge zur 
Geographie und Geschichte Galilaas, Leipzig, 1909, 26-45, esp. 38-41, and by A. 
Biichler, 'Die Schauplatze des Bar Kochba-Krieges' 198f. The former rightly criticizes 
the latter for his claims concerning Galilean priests in the pre-70 period. 

6 1 The following Rabbinic texts mention that Jose came from Sepphoris: p. Yoma 
1, 38d; Hor 3,47d; Meg 1, 72a; b. Yoma 12a; Meg 9b; Hor 12b. We agree with Stern, 
'Herod and the Herodian Dynasty', Compendia, 1, 272, n. 2, in dating the incident 
to the reign of Herod, against Biichler, 'Schauplatze', 198, who wishes to assign 
it to the time of Agrippa II, immediately prior to the revolt. 

6 2 For a discussion of this difficult saying of R. Jose, cf. Schiirer, Geschichte, 2, 
211, n. 495 and A. Biichler, Die Priester und der Cultus im letzten Jahrzent des 
Jerusalemischen Tempels, Vienna, 1895, 198f. Whatever the exact meaning of 
the expression rtttt^n O l i O it may safely be concluded that there were at 
Sepphoris during the second temple period Israelites of pure stock who could 
legitimately marry their daughters to priests. Cf. J. Jeremias, Jerusalem at the 
Time of Jesus, English trans., London, S.C.M. Press, 1969, 297f. 

6 3Avi-Yonah, The Holy Land, 111, n. 18, dates the new name to the time of 
Hadrian, even though there is no numismatic evidence for it before the time of 
Antonius Pius. The rabbinic material dealing with life in Sepphoris in the 
second century has been presented by A. Biichler, The Political and Social Leaders 
of the Jewish Community of Sepphoris in the Second and Third Centuries, Jews' 
College Publication, London. M. Kidd 4:5, speaking of the old archives at Sepphoris, 
seems to indicate a mixed population there at the time of R. Jose. 

6 4 Alt, 'Die Vorstufen zur Eingliederung Galilaas in das Romische Reich', G.P. 6, 
430ff, notes that we cannot interpret the silence of our sources as though no 
measures had been taken by Herod against the Jewish aristocracy of Galilee also. 

6 5 T h i s is the date suggested by M. Avi-Yonah, 'The Foundation of Tiberias' IEJ 
1(1950) 160-9, based on the earlier coins. Hoehner, Antipas, 93-5, suggests 23 C.E., 
but he does not seem to be aware of the more recent numismatic evidence presented 
by Y. Meshorer, Jewish Coins of the Second Temple Period, English trans., I.H. 
Levine, Tel Aviv, 1967, indicating that coins of Herod Antipas of his regnal year 24 
(i.e. 19/20 C.E.) have the name Tiberias on the obverse side. 

6 6 By a comparison of Ant 18:37f with War 2:168, Cohen, Josephus in Galilee 261, 
concludes that the former text reflects an anti-Tiberian bias of Josephus at the time 
of writing Ant and Life. However, the fact that some at least of the details are also 
to be found in rabbinic sources cautions us not to disregard the account entirely as 
Josephan polemic. Is it legitimate to transfer to Ant the polemic of its appendix 
Life dealing with Justus and Tiberias, especially when his history was written after 
the publication of Ant? Cf. Ant 20:267 and Life 369f.430 Cohen (309) anticipates 
this by claiming that Ant 18:36-8 belongs to the 2nd ed. of the work, but without 
proof. 

6 7 The rabbinic material dealing with the impurity of Tiberias has been 
collected by A. Kaminka, Studien zur Geschichte Galilaas, Berlin 1889, 9-29. 
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However, his theory that the lifting of the ban by R. Simon ben Yohai, was 
really the lifting of a ban on the whole of Galilee, imposed by the Jerusalem 
Sanhedrin and known to R. Simon, is unconvincing. 

6*Life 68 &a4ifu>p &pyvpU>v. On the coins of Tiberias cf. F.W. Madden, History of 
Jewish Coinage, London, 1861,97f;G. Hill, Catalogue of Greek Coins of Palestine 
in the British Museum, London, 1914, xiiif and 229f; A. Kindler, The Coins of 
Tiberias, Tiberias 1961; Meshorer, Jewish Coins of the Second Temple, 74f; 
A. Wirgen, 'A Note on the Reed of Tiberias', IEJ 18(1968) 248f; Hoehner, Antipas, 
99, n. 2; T. Rajak, 'Justus of Tiberias', CQ 23(1973) 345-68, esp. 349, considers that 
the inscription KXOU5IW7TOX(TW? is a retrojection from later times emphasizing the 
city's loss of status under his successor Nero, but Cohen, Josephus in Galilee, 258, 
n. 133, disagrees, following Kindler. 

6 9 This is the date accepted by Avi-Yonah, The Holy Land, 106, and Stern, 
Compendia, 1, 301, n. 3, based on the evidence from the coins of Agrippa II, as 
interpreted by H. Seyrig, 'Les Eres d'Agrippa II', Revue Numismatique, 6th 
series, 1964, 55-65. Schiirer, Geschichte, 1, 588, n. 7 and J. Meyshan, 'A New 
Cointype of Herod Agrippa II and its Meaning', IEJ 11(1961) 181-3, prefer the year 
61 C.E., but this seems unlikely. 

7 0 The story of the epitropos of King Agrippa consulting about his fulfillment of 
certain rabbinic regulations because he owned property in both Sepphoris and 
Tiberias (b. Sukk 27a), is an interesting example of exchange between the two places 
at that social level. 

7 1 Schalit, 'Josephus und Justus', 78, surmises that it must have involved political 
activity of some kind. Josephus punishes one of his soldiers for attempted treason 
with a similar measure, Life 171-3, War 2:642f. J. M. Derrett, 'Law in the NewTesta-
ment:Si scandalizaverit te manus tua abscide ilium', RIDA 20(1973) 11-41, notes that 
the right hand was used in legal transactions (Cf. Sir 21:9) 

7 2 Cohen, Josephus in Galilee, 248-50, thinks that this speech is bogus, yet accepts 
the rivalry of the two places as genuine, after the manner of many similar rivalries 
between neighboring cities. 

73 Life 69 suggests that Julius Capella shared in the booty from the destruction of 
Herod's palace, but this does not take from the overall conclusion. Agrippa II was 
never as popular with the Jews as his father, who had planned a meeting of the four 
kings for Tiberias, (Ant 19:238f), and he never made Tiberias his headquarters. 

7 4 On the question of the coins cf. above notes 65 and 68. 
7 5 Cohen, Josephus in Galilee, 258-60, conjectures that after the death of Agrippa 

II, normally dated 92/3 C.E., Rome was reluctant to grant Tiberias full city rights 
because of its record in the Jewish revolt almost 30 years earlier, and that this 
occasioned Justus' history as an act of loyalty to his native city. The absence of any 
hard evidence for this, coupled with the fact that there are indications of city status 
so soon afterwards for the reign of Trajan makes it a rather unlikely hypothesis. 
Cf. Rajak, 'Justus of Tiberias', 349f, for the subsequent city status. 

7 6 Avi-Yonah, The Holy Land, 105. 
7 7 Schiirer, Geschichte, 2.218. A.M.H. Jones, The Herods of Judaea, 178, describes 

it as 'a Greek city built for Jews'. 
7 8 Above, n. 67. The Zealot presence there at the time of the revolt would seem to 

make it problematic for the first century. Perhaps the story serves as a legitimization 
for the setting up of the Sanhedrin there in the days of R. Judah. 

7 9 G. Schille, 'Die Topographie des Markusevangeliums, ihre Hintergrund und 
ihre Einordnung', ZDPV 73(1957) 133-66. For a full discussion cf. below, ch. 9. 

8 0 Bietenhard , 'Die Dekapolis von Pompeius bis Traian', is a thorough collection 
of all the evidence. 

8 1 Schiirer, Geschichte 2, 157-61. 
8 2 Philip had been sent to Jerusalem by Agrippa in order to help the peace party, 

according to War 2:421, and barely escaped with his life. War 2:556; Life 46f. However 
the fact that he was later sent to Rome to defend himself before Nero concerning the 
rumors of his revolutionary activity in Gamala, Life 180-2; 407-9, at least raises the 
question of where his true loyalties lay. Cf. above, ch.3, n. 55. 
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8 3'Josephus und Justus' 80-91. He contends that in Life 177 Josephus is answer
ing the charge of Justus, and that in reality Chares, an aristocrat, and Joseph, the 
mid-wife's son, fought together in defense of Gamala (War 4:18). Justus had charged 
that the troubles in Gamala were the direct result of Josephus' intervention and, it 
is argued, he countered that they had taken place already before his arrival. This still 
does not explain why the aristocracy would have made common cause with the 
revolutionaries. It is possible that they were more opposed to Agrippa than to Rome 
(cf. above n. 73), and hoped that by causing trouble in his territory Rome might 
depose him. 

8 4 They had fled there originally for protection because of the threats of Varus, 
Agrippa's viceroy and aspirant to the throne (Life 54-8), and Agrippa seems to have 
been uncertain about their loyalties (Life 114f. 179f). 

8 5'Die Stadten des Wirkens Jesu in Galilaa, territorialgeschichtlich betrachtet', 
Kl Schr. II, 436-55, esp. 454f. 

86Schurer, Geschichte, 2, 199, n. 429, believes that the text should be emended to 
make the two identical, but Maisler, 'Beth Shearim, Gaba and Harosheth of the 
Peoples', 77, thinks that Josephus wanted to distinguish carefully between Gaba and 
camps in the Plain of Esdraelon. However, the fact that he calls itrdjSa imrkwat War 
3:36 would ŝ eem to preclude this. As regards the exact location, Maisler had argued 
for el-Haritiyye, a site inside Galilee and near Carmel, rather than Alt's Jalamet 
el-Mansura, which is located not near Carmel, but on its very slopes, 'Die Reitestadt 
Gaba', ZDPV 62 (1939) 3-21, 8ff. 

8 7For the nature and function of such Herodian foundations cf. Ant 17:23-30, 
dealing with the Babylonian Jews of Trachonitis. Also, G.M. Cohen, 'The Hellen
istic Military Colony: A Herodian Example', TAPA 103(1972)I 83-95 and Launey, 
Recherches sur les Armees hellenistiques, esp. ch. XII, 'les Armees et la population', 
1, 690-715. 

8 8Alt, 'Reiterstadt', 8. He cites in support of this some coins of the Pompeian era 
with YafavGiv on the obverse side. Cf. also, Jones, 'The Urbanization of Palestine', 
79, n.18. 

8 9 The evidence for Greek influences in first century C.E. Sepphoris is rather 
limited. The coins of 68 had a Greek inscription as one might expect, cf. above, ch.3, 
n. 61. According to W.F. Albright, it is doubtful if the theatre is Herodian, contrary 
to the views of Manasseh, in his article, 'Architecture and Topography', in Prelim
inary Report, 1-16. (Classical Weekly 21 1938 148, in a review). Roman presence 
there increased after 70, and with it came a changed character: Biichler, The Political 
and Social Leaders, esp. 39-43. 

9 0 J.N. Sevenster, Do You Know Greek? How Much Greek Could the First 
Century Jewish Christians Have Known?Supplements to Nov. Test., vol. 19, Leiden, 
E.J. Brill, 1969; J.A. Fitzmyer, 'The Languages of Palestine in the First Century', 
CBQ 32(1970) 501-31; G. Mussies, 'Greek in Palestine and the Diaspora', in Com
pendia, 2, 1040-65, with bibliography, are recent comprehensive surveys of the 
evidence, all agreeing about the widespread use of Greek at all levels of society in 
first century Palestine. 

9 1 The Zenon papyri offer the clearest evidence for this from the earliest period, as 
Tcherikover's studies have shown. Cf. also, Hengel, Jud. und Hell., 108-20 and 193f, 
noting in particular the early appearance of Greek names in Palestine (114-20). 

9 2 Tcherikover, W.H.Hell.A., 87-95, with reference to PCZ 59093 (slave trade); 
PSI 406 (prostitution); PCZ 59004 (Zenon's journey). 

9 5 Hengel, Jud. und Hell., 109f, notes that knowledge of Greek would have been 
important for any native who wished to rise in the foreign administration, as e.g. the 
son of the Tobiad, Joseph, Ant 12:191.196f. (Cf. Letter of Aristeas 121 on the trans
lators of the LXX). The letters of Toubias to Ptolemy, PCZ 59075 and 6 (= CP.J. nos. 
4 and 5) are written in excellent Greek, but this is probably due to a Greek secretary, as 
Tcherikover notes, W.H.Hell.A. 97f. However, he is doubtful about the extent to 
which Greek had made inroads in the villages, on the basis of evidence from the 
Egyptian papyri, where the recurring expression is found: 'so-and-so wrote for so-
and-so, since the latter cannot read or write', W.H.Hell.A., 46 and 308, n.34. 
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9 4 The Vienna papyrus with some decrees of Ptolemy II, Philadelphus, seems to 
explicitly encourage intermarriage between natives and foreigners, by declaring that 
wives of such marriages were to be regarded as free women. Thus Tcherikover, 
W.H.Hell.A., 89, and more cautiously Rostovtzeff, SEHHW,\M4. Cf. 11. Liebesny 
'Ein Erlass des Konigs Ptolemaios II, Philadelphus iiber die Deklaration von Vieh 
und Sklaven in Syrien und Phonikien', Aegyptus 16(1936) 257ff. 

9 5Landau, 'A Hellenistic Inscription'; even more pertinent for our purposes is the 
so-called Froehner inscription, dealing with respect for the tombs of the dead, found 
near Nazareth in the last century. It is probable that it belonged to Galilee and is 
usually dated to the age of Claudius, or at least to the first half of the first century C.E. 
Sevenster, Do You Know Greek?, 117-21, has a full discussion of the problems 
relating to the inscription and its implications for language patterns in Galilee. 

9 6 Sevenster, Do You Know Greek?, 178f, but without any positive evidence. 
9 7 On the coins cf. A. Reifenberg, Ancient Jewish Coins, 2ed. Jerusalem 1947,28-38; 

Hill, Catalogue of the Greek Coins of Palestine, and esp. L. Kadman, The Coins of 
the Jewish War, Jerusalem 1960. Cf. also Roth, 'Historical Implications', above 
ch.3, n. 51. M. Sot 9:14 (Cambridge text) as well as the 18 halakhot (below ch. 8,) pro
hibited the teaching of Greek. Sevenster, Do You Know Greek?, 47f, claims that this 
was a general decree, against S. Lieberman, Hellenism in Jewish Palestine, Jewish 
Theological Seminary Texts and Studies, vol. XVIII, New York, 1950, 100-14, esp. 
102, who attempts to distinguish between private study (allowed) and public study 
(prohibited). The language patterns of the Bar Cochba period are also illuminating 
in this regard. One letter from Waddi Habra concludes: 5id T[6 6p\n*.v tvpyB[ij\vai 
%EP'~€<rrl 7pd^cur0ai,'because a desire was not found to write in Hebrew', and is signed 
by a certain Su/xcuos, whom B. Lifshitz, 'Papyrus grecs du Desert dejuda', Aegyptus 
42(1962) 240-56, has identified with Simeon bar Cochba; also Fitzmyer, 'Languages', 
514f, with text; Sevenster, Do You Know Greek?, 171, n.l, doubts this but admits 
that it must have been somebody close to him. As Fitzmyer notes, the spelling leaves 
much to be desired and the handwriting is far from elegant, so that it is unlikely that 
a scribe was employed. 

9 8 Thus M. Black, An Aramaic Approach to the Gospels and Acts, 3ed. Oxford, 
Clarendon Press, 1963, 15f and 47-9; Schiirer, Geschichte, 2, 84ff. Josephus, Ant 
20:263-5, condescendingly declares that knowledge of Greek diction and style was 
common for freedmen and slaves, yet admits that he himself had found it difficult to 
master Greek pronunciation. The impression is that Greek was pretty widely used 
among all classes, but not very accurately. Thus, Fitzmyer, 'Language 511, and 
Sevenster, Do You Know Greek?, 65-71. 

"DJD II, 209-69; Sevenster, Do You Know Greek?, 154-75 and 186; Fitzmyer, 'The 
Bar Cochba Period',.in Essays, 305-54, esp. 324-40, on the contents of some of the 
letters; Y. Yadin, Bar-Kokhba, New York, Random House, 1971, esp. 124-39 and 
222-54. 

1 0 0 B. Lifshitz, 'L'hellenisation des Juifs de Palestine A propos des inscription de 
Besara (Beth Shearim)', RB 72(1965) 520-38, esp. 523. However, he seems too ready to 
make generalizations for earlier times from later evidence. Beth Shearim became 
an important center for Jewish burials only in the late second and third centuries 
C.E., and even then not all those buried there were from Palestine, even though the 
names of two Galilean villages, Araba and Baka, do occur, as Sevenster, Do You 
Know Greek?, 135, notes. 

1 0 1 D o You Know Greek? 165; Fitzmyer, 'Languages', 522f, also notes the bi-
lingualism of the Babatha documents but comments on the absence of any evidence 
for Greek influence on first century Palestinian Aramaic, which might have been 
expected. 

1 0 2 It is significant, though not unexpected that most of the Greek inscriptions from 
the Galilean region come from the circle of the Greek cities: Ptolemais, Tyre, Carmel, 
Scythopolis, Tel Anafa (graffiti). However, some Greek inscriptions from syna
gogues occur, but for the 2nd to the 4th centuries; cf. B. Lifshitz, Donateurs et Fon-
dateurs dans les Synagogues Juives, Cahier de la RB 7, Paris, Gabalda, 1967, esp. 
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59-70, where the following Galilean places are listed: Caphernaum (=C.I.J. 2, 983); 
Tiberias (=C.I.J. 2, 984.5.6); Kasjun, Upper Galilee, honoring Septimius Severus 
(=C././. 2, 973). Cf. Schiirer, Geschichte, 3, 93. On the whole question, Sevenster, 
Do You Know Greek?, 126-37 and W. Schrage, awaywyii TDNT, 7, 798-841, esp. 813 
who notes that archaeological remains suggest that there were two synagogues at 
such Galilean centers as Gischala, Nabratein, and Kefr Bir'im. Presumably this 
would have been for language reasons, as at Jerusalem. 

1 0 3 E. Meyers, 'Galilean Regionalism as a Factor in Historical Reconstruction', 
BASOR 221(1976) 93-101, esp. 97 for language patterns. 

1 0 4 1 have not been able to consult the paper of James Strange, 'New Evidence for the 
Language of Galilee/Golan: 1st to 5th Centuries', which was read to the National 
(American) Association of Professors of Hebrew cited by Meyers. 

1 0 5 On hellenistic-Jewish historiography in general, cf. Hengel, Jud. und Hell., 
183-6. Unfortunately no explicit citation from Justus' History or from his other 
alleged work, The Chronicle of the Kings, has been preserved. Nevertheless various 
attempts have been made to reconstruct the former, at least in outline. Cf. H. Luther, 
Josephus und Justus von Tiberias, Ein Beitrag zur Geschichte des judischen 
Aufstandes, Halle, 1910, esp. 65-82; F. Jakoby, 'Justus' (5) in PW 10/2(1919) 1341-6; 
H. Drexler, 'Untersuchungen zu Josephus und zur Geschichte des judischen 
Aufstandes, 66-70', Klio 19(1925) 277-312; Schalit, 'Josephus und Justus', main
taining that the whole of Life and not just certain inserts into a previously composed 
document is directed against Justus; Rajak, 'Justus of Tiberias', dealing with the 
evidence for other alleged literary projects; Cohen, Josephus in Galilee, esp. 217-66, 
who believes that the history was written after the death of Agrippa II and as an 
attempt to defend his native place's record during the revolt, before the Romans. 

1 0 6 Cf. above, n.77, and notes 65 and 68 on literature dealing with the coins of 
Tiberias. 

1 0 7 Above, n.81. Due caution has been observed in discussing the hellenization 
process in any eastern city, as Bickerman pointed out, 'Sur une inscription grecque 
de Sidon', esp. 99, since, on an inscription celebrating the deeds of one of the citizens 
in the Olympic games in a thoroughly Greek spirit, one finds clear evidence of the 
city's older political structure about the year 200 B.C.E. 

1 0 8 A. Schlatter, Geschichte Israels von Alexander dem Grossen bis Hadrian, 
Reprint, Darmstadt, 1972, 369, with reference to Ruth R. 1:8. 

1 0 9 E. Meyers, art, 'Synagogue Architecture', IDB, Suppl. vol., 842-4, who notes that 
given the variety of recent archaeological data it is not possible to classify certain 
types to a fixed time-period, since local conditions must have played an important 
role. At Khirbet Shema' near Meiron e.g., a site recently excavated by Meyers and 
others, a broad-house type synagogue has been found which has adapted the basilical 
style to local conditions, and differs considerably from the broad-house style in vogue 
at other centers in the south, Ancient Synagogue Excavations at Khirbet Shema', 57, 
n. 26 and 259. Cf. also, R. Meyer, 'Die Figurendarstellung in der Kunst der spathel-
lenistischen Zeit', Judaica 5(1949) 1-40, esp. 15-25, on the rabbinic material dealing 
with art forms in the synagogue, indicating a coming to terms with the problem on 
the part of the rabbis of the 2nd and 3rd centuries. Cf. also J. Neusner, 'Jewish use of 
Pagan Symbols after 70 C.E.', JR 43(1963) 285-94, who suggests that tolerance of 
many of the symbols was based on the more internal and mystical elements of Jewish 
piety after 70, which had brought it more into line with hellenistic piety. For arch
aeological evidence of synagogue mosaics, cf. H. Kohl and C. Watzinger, Antike 
Synagogen in Galilaa, Leipzig, 1919, esp. 184-203, and more recently, M. Avi-Yonah, 
'Mosaic Pavements in Palestine', QDAP 2(1933) 136ff and 3(1934) 26ff, as well as his 
introduction to Israel: Ancient Mosaics, U.N.E.S.C.O. World Art Series, 14, Paris, 
1960. Meyers, 'Galilean Regionalism', 99, calls for greater attention to differing 
regional attitudes and suggests a more conservative approach to the question in 
Upper Galilee. 

1 1 0 E. von Schroetter, Worterbuch der Munzkunde, Berlin-Leipzig, 1930, 7. 
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1 1 1 J. Meyshan, 'A New Coin Type of Agrippa II and its Meaning', IEJ 11 (1961) 
181-3. For the coins of Antipas cf. Reifenberg, Ancient Jewish Coins, 44f, and for those 
of Philip, A. Kindler, 'A Coin of Herod Philip the Earliest Portrait of a Herodian 
Ruler', IEJ 21(1971) 161-3. 

1 1 2 Davidson Weinberg, 'Hellenistic Glass from Tel Anafa', describes the extra
ordinary amount of glass finds from the early hellenistic period for one site. Cf. also, 
Meyers et al., Ancient Synagogue Excavations at Khirbet Shema', 170-241 and 243-56, 
on the ceramics and other artifacts at the site for a much later period; also S. Loffreda, 
Cafarnao II, La Ceramica, Jerusalem 1974, who suggest a northern or Galilean-type 
bowl also found at a number of sites in Transjordan, thus supporting the view of 
Meyers, 'Galilean Regionalism', 98f, concerning close links between Upper Galilee 
and the Golan. 

1 1 3 Ch. Rabin, 'Hebrew and Aramaic in the First Century', in Compendia, 2,1007-
39, esp. 1008f, has a discussion of diglossia, which he describes as the same com
munity using two different languages in its inner-community activity, within 
certain social conditions, e.g., cult as opposed to the everyday. This situation is to be 
distinguished from that of a lingua franca, which obtains when people with different 
home languages, but living within the same area, use one language for inter
communication. This may be one of the native languages or an outside one, some
times called pidgin, which comes into being precisely with a view to inter-commun
ity contacts. 

1 1 4 The question has been much debated in relation to the language of Jesus, for 
which an extensive bibliography is to be found in Compendia, 2,1037-9, but with the 
surprising omission of Fitzmyer's 'Languages'. He deals with the Aramaic question 
in first century C.E. Palestine, 518-28, with special emphasis on the Wadi Habra bi-
and tri-lingual texts and their paraphrases and summaries, 522f. 

1 1 5 E.Y. Kutscher, Studies in Galilean Aramaic, English trans., Bar Ilan Univ. 
Jerusalem, 1976, 67-96. 

1 1 6 This point is well made by Rabin, Compendia, 2, 1032. 



CHAPTER FIVE 
E C O N O M I C R E A L I T I E S A N D S O C I A L S T R A T I F I C A T I O N 

h e r ise of t h e c i t ies w a s o n l y o n e s i g n of t h e c h a n g e t h a t w a s 
g o i n g o n i n t h e t e r r i to ry t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e p e r i o d . I n -
deed the re w e r e o t h e r m o r e f a r - r e a c h i n g c h a n g e s t h a t h a d 

caused the cities to emerge a n d p ro spe r o r ig ina l ly . H e n g e l h a s con
v i n c i n g l y s h o w n t h a t P a l e s t i n e ' s first e n c o u n t e r w i t h H e l l e n i s m 
was as a secular, po l i t ica l a n d e c o n o m i c power , a n d no t , as is some
t imes assumed, i n te rms of in te l lec tua l o r sp i r i t ua l in f luence . 1 O u r 
a i m in th is chap t e r is to exp lo re th is i n s i g h t fur ther w i t h special 
reference to G a l i l e e by d e s c r i b i n g t h e c h a n g e d e c o n o m i c s i t u a t i o n 
there a n d a t t e m p t i n g to e v a l u a t e i ts i m p a c t o n t h e soc ia l life of t h e 
p r o v i n c e . T h e s e w i d e r c h a n g e s w e a s soc i a t e w i t h h e l l e n i z a t i o n 
d i d n o t j u s t affect t h e c i t ies b u t w e r e felt i n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e a l s o , 
a n d so o u r i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n t h i s c h a p t e r s h o u l d t ake u s t o t h e 
h e a r t of life i n G a l i l e e . 

I n a t t e m p t i n g to t race these soc ia l c h a n g e s o u r a t t e n t i o n w i l l 
focus p a r t i c u l a r l y o n c h a n g i n g p a t t e r n s of w e a l t h a n d p r o s p e r i t y . 
L a t e r w e s h a l l see t h a t o t h e r fac tors a l s o a r e ref lect ive of, if n o t 
c o n t r i b u t o r y to t h i s c h a n g i n g soc ia l o r d e r . F o r n o w w e w i s h t o 
e x p l o r e the e c o n o m i c factors , s ince h i s t o r i c a l l y i t w a s i n t h i s 
a r ea t h a t G a l i l e e first e x p e r i e n c e d t h e c h a n g i n g t i m e s , a n d 
f o r t u n a t e l y w e h a v e s o m e first h a n d i n f o r m a t i o n i n t h e f o r m of 
the Z e n o n p a p y r i w h i c h b r e a k t h e s i l ence for u s c o n c e r n i n g t h e 
i n t r o d u c t i o n of h e l l e n i s t i c c iv i l i z a t i on to life i n t h e c o u n t r y . 2 

Since G a l i l e e w a s a n d r e m a i n e d a n e s sen t i a l ly r u r a l p r o v i n c e i t is 
o b v i o u s t h a t l a n d o w n e r s h i p w a s of p r i m a r y i m p o r t a n c e i n 
d e t e r m i n i n g class d i s t i n c t i o n s . 3 W e a l t h d e r i v e d f r o m c o m m e r c e 
a n d t r a d i n g w a s by c o m p a r i s o n m o r e p r e c a r i o u s a n d less s ign i f i 
c a n t . C o n s e q u e n t l y , w e m a y ca r ry o u t o u r su rvey of classes i n 
G a l i l e e o n t h e bas i s of p r o p e r t y o w n e r s a n d o t h e r b u s i n e s s en t e r 
pr i ses . W e sha l l t h e n a t t e m p t t o a p p l y t h e f i n d i n g s u n d e r these 
t w o h e a d i n g s to t h e w i d e r soc ia l r e l a t i o n s . 
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I 
L A N D O W N E R S H I P I N G A L I L E E 

T o u n d e r s t a n d t h e s i t u a t i o n i n G a l i l e e o u t s i d e t h e ci ty terr i 
tor ies i t is necessa ry to dec ide h o w far t h e p r i n c i p l e of SopUrrjTos 
Xcopa — l a n d w o n by the s p e a r — a p p l i e d to P a l e s t i n e . 4 T h i s 
p r i n c i p l e w a s c e r t a i n l y i n v o k e d by t h e P t o l e m i e s i n E g y p t , a n d 
w h i l e i t d i d n o t e n t i r e l y e x c l u d e p r i v a t e o w n e r s h i p of l a n d there , 
i t c e r t a i n l y c u r t a i l e d i t c o n s i d e r a b l y a n d m e a n t t h a t t h e t r e n d w a s 
t o w a r d s l a r g e h o l d i n g s of l a n d s b e l o n g i n g to t he r o y a l h o u s e , to 
b e g i v e n as 71) kv Scopea — b e q u e s t s of l a n d — t o w o r t h y c l i en t s o r 
p a r c e l e d o u t to t h e so ld ie r s i n l o t s . 5 F u r t h e r m o r e t h e use of th i s 
l a n d h a d to be i n c o n f o r m i t y w i t h t h e ove ra l l a g r i c u l t u r a l po l i cy . 
G i v e n t h e p o l i t i c a l u n c e r t a i n t i e s c o n c e r n i n g Coe le -Syr ia for 
a l m o s t a l l of t h e 3 rd c e n t u r y B .C .E . i t is e x t r e m e l y u n l i k e l y t h a t 
the P to lemies a t t e m p t e d to u p r o o t the na t ive peasan t s of Pales t ine . 
C e r t a i n l y , n a t i v e she iks l ike T o u b i a s i n T r a n s j o r d a n we re incor 
p o r a t e d i n t o t he ove ra l l sys tem, as t he n e t of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
b u r e a u c r a c y w a s cas t ove r t he c o u n t r y s i d e . T o a t t e m p t to u p r o o t 
a l l of t h e n a t i v e p e o p l e o r c l a i m to ta l p r o p r i e t o r i a l r i g h t s over 
t he i r h o l d i n g s w o u l d p r o b a b l y h a v e b e e n p o s s i b l e o n l y a t a p r i ce 
i n t e rms of p o l i c i n g a n d m a n p o w e r t h a t t he P t o l e m i e s were n o t 
p r e p a r e d to p a y . F a r be t te r to i n t e g r a t e t h e loca l s i n t o a l a rge r 
sys tem, a n d i n t h a t w a y c o n t r o l t h e m a n d the i r p r o d u c t i o n as the 
n a t i v e f e l l aheen w e r e h a n d l e d i n E g y p t . 6 

T h e Z e n o n p a p y r i m a k e i t c lear t h a t t he re w a s some roya l l a n d 
i n P a l e s t i n e , a n d i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y t h e es ta te a t Be th A n a t h i n 
L o w e r G a l i l e e , w h i c h seems to h a v e b e e n t h e p r i v a t e pos ses s ion of 
A p o l l o n i u s , t h e r o y a l f i nanc i e r , w a s 71) kv dwpea.7 T c h e r i k o v e r 
m a k e s t h e p l a u s i b l e c o n j e c t u r e t h a t a n u m b e r of o t h e r p laces 
m e n t i o n e d i n PCZ 59004 w h i c h w e r e v i s i t ed by a n official i n 
s p e c t i o n p a r t y sen t by A p o l l o n i u s b e l o n g to roya l l a n d s , i n h e r i t e d 
by t h e P t o l e m i e s f rom t h e P e r s i a n k i n g s . 8 Of these p laces a p a r t 
f rom Be th A n a t h , Kedasa is a l s o i n U p p e r G a l i l e e . In the s o u t h , 
o t h e r l a n d s we re e i t h e r conf i sca t ed o r a c q u i r e d i n s o m e o t h e r way , 
so t h a t i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y a g o o d p o r t i o n of P a l e s t i n e , n o r t h a n d 
sou th , was i n the h a n d s of the k i n g o r h i s a g e n t s . 9 I n o the r instances 
o l d e r p r o p e r t y r i g h t s m a y h a v e b e e n c o n f i r m e d , as p r e s u m a b l y 
w a s t he case w i t h T o u b i a s i n T r a n s j o r d a n . N o d o u b t there were 
s u c h n a t i v e p r i n c e s i n G a l i l e e t h o u g h n o t o n t h e s a m e scale, b u t 
w e k n o w n o t h i n g a b o u t t h e m , u n l e s s w e ident i fy the h i g h l y 
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i n d e p e n d e n t v i l l age chief, J e d d u a , of PCZ 59018, as a G a l i l e a n . 
H e w a s c e r t a i n l y J e w i s h , a n d w e c a n a t leas t r e g a r d h i m as t yp i ca l 
of w h a t e v e r loca l chiefs m a y h a v e b e e n left i n G a l i l e e . 1 0 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y the re is n o w a y of d e c i d i n g w h a t p e r c e n t a g e of 
the l a n d r e m a i n e d i n t h e h a n d s of s m a l l p r i v a t e o w n e r s . C e r t a i n l y , 
o n t he bas i s of E g y p t n o t a l l t h e r o y a l gifts of l a n d we re of t he s a m e 
size as A p o l l o n i u s ' es ta tes . I n fact t h e K\TJPOL of t h e ve t e rans 
r anged cons iderably in size d e p e n d i n g o n r a n k , a n d in the terri tory 
of T o u b i a s w e f ind b o t h nat ives a n d KXTJPOVXOL m ixed , p r e s u m a b l y 
o n fairly e q u a l d i s t r i b u t i o n s of l a n d . 1 1 N o r m a l l y these l a n d s we re 
leased, w i t h the pos s ib i l i t y of a c q u i s i t i o n over a p e r i o d of t i m e , 
even t h o u g h o w n e r s h i p d i d n o t free o n e f rom t h e b u r d e n s of l a n d 
t a x e s . 1 2 

A closer l o o k a t t h e s i t u a t i o n a t Be th A n a t h 1 3 c a n h e l p to 
clarify t he m a t t e r fu r the r , even t h o u g h t h e ev idence is a d m i t t e d l y 
ra ther f ragmentary . T h e m a n a g e r of the estate is Melas w h o has the 
t i t le of K0)fju>fjLLad6)Tris, a n official t i t le k n o w n to u s a l s o f rom t h e 
V i e n n a p a p y r u s . 1 4 H i s d u t i e s seem to be chief ly c o n c e r n e d w i t h 
the co l l ec t ion of r en t s a n d o t h e r taxes , t h o u g h n o d o u b t they 
var ied c o n s i d e r a b l y o n t h e bas i s of loca l c o n d i t i o n s , a n d i t w o u l d 
be h a z a r d o u s to b u i l d a t h e o r y of l a n d o w n e r s h i p o n the fact t h a t 
th i s t i t le is u sed for t he r e s i d e n t official of A p o l l o n i u s i n t h i s 
i n s t ance . I n d e e d the t r a n s a c t i o n b e t w e e n M e l a s a n d t h e v i l l age r s 
does sugges t a m o r e c o m p l e x lega l s i t u a t i o n t h a n s i m p l y l a n d 
lo rd ' s a g e n t a n d t e n a n t s . A q u a r r e l h a d a r i s e n b e c a u s e of w h e a t 
w h i c h a p p a r e n t l y t h e t e n a n t s h a d n o t de l ive red , a n d w h e r e a s 
Melas bases h i s c l a i m o n h i s official p o s i t i o n , they refer t o a 
fo rma l p e t i t i o n w h i c h they h a d m a d e to t h e k i n g (hrevi-Ls). 
D a m a g e to the p a p y r u s does n o t a l l o w u s to d e t e r m i n e t h e o u t 
c o m e , b u t w e d o h e a r of a n o t h e r d i s p u t e c o n c e r n i n g r a i s i n s 
(crkyL<t>v\a) w h i c h t h e v i l l age r s h a d to p r o v i d e , b u t fa i led to d o so 
because of s h o r t a g e of wa te r . Me la s s eems to h a v e ' r ecovered ' t he 
deb t f rom the t e n a n t s ' o w n s u p p l y a n d jus t i f ies h i s a c t i o n by the 
fact t ha t m a n y of t h e v i l l age r s o w n e d the i r o w n v ineya rds , a n d 
t h a t i n the case of t hose w h o d i d n o t h e h a d m a d e g o o d the i r 
losses f rom h i s o w n s h a r e . At t he s a m e t i m e they c o u n t e r t h a t h e 
took too l a rge a p o r t i o n of t he i r figs ( CVK&V).15 W h i l e t he le t ter is 
i m p o r t a n t t e s t i m o n y to t h e fact t h a t t he re were roya l es ta tes i n 
P t o l e m a i c P a l e s t i n e , i t is i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t even t he re s o m e of t he 
v i l lagers a p p e a r to o w n — n o t j u s t l e a s e — t h e i r o w n p r o p e r t y . 1 6 
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P e r h a p s t h i s is a n i n d i c a t i o n of o l d e r n a t i v e p e a s a n t s s ide by s ide 
w i t h the fo re ign jcXr/poOxoi. If s u c h a s u r m i s e is w a r r a n t e d , i t 
w o u l d be a n i n t e r e s t i n g e x a m p l e of c lass s t r u c t u r e r a t h e r t h a n 
c u l t u r a l b a c k g r o u n d as t he m o r e i m p o r t a n t soc ia l factor i n th i s 
s i t u a t i o n , s o m e t h i n g w e s h a l l r e t u r n to la ter i n th i s c h a p t e r . 
P e r h a p s i t w a s th i s m i x t u r e w h i c h led to t he official p ro te s t 
(ivrev^s) t o t h e k i n g , r a t h e r t h a n t h e k i n d of o u t b u r s t t h a t 
o c c u r r e d i n t h e a l l - J e w i s h ( p r e s u m a b l y ) v i l l age of J e d d u a , w h o 
e x p e l l e d t he m e s s e n g e r s of Z e n o n ' s a g e n t a n d refused to p a y the 
m o n e y h e o w e d (PCZ 5 9 0 1 8 ) . 1 7 Of c o u r s e i n rea l t e r m s there is 
very l i t t le d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e t w o . I n E g y p t i a n eyes b o t h a re 
e q u a l l y c o n t r o l l e d by t h e ove ra l l e c o n o m i c po l i cy , b u t for t he 
older , na t ive t enan t s o m e recogn i t ion of o w n e r s h i p h a d i m p o r t a n t 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l a n d r e l i g i o u s s ign i f i cance . 

If t h i s l i n e of a r g u m e n t a t i o n is cor rec t , p e r h a p s w e a re jus t i f i ed 
i n a t least l o o k i n g for fu r the r s i g n s of s m a l l l a n d o w n e r s i n Pa les 
t ine , n o m a t t e r h o w m u c h t h e m o v e t o w a r d s l a rge d o m a i n s , 
o w n e d o r leased by t h e roya l h o u s e s , w a s t h e t r end , as h a s been 
e m p h a s i z e d p a r t i c u l a r l y by Al t a n d T c h e r i k o v e r . 1 8 I n o u r s u b 
s e q u e n t i n v e s t i g a t i o n s w e sha l l a t least h a v e to c o n s i d e r t h e poss i 
b i l i ty t h a t s m a l l t r a d i t i o n a l l a n d o w n e r s d i d co-exis t w i t h the 
l a rge r es ta tes . A n u m b e r of g e n e r a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s p o i n t i n t h a t 
d i r e c t i o n . F o r o n e t h i n g J e w i s h l a w f a s h i o n e d i n the R o m a n 
p e r i o d r e c ogn i z e d t h e ex i s t ence of s u c h r i g h t s for m u c h la ter t imes 
w i t h o u t a n y ev idence t h a t t he re h a d b e e n a r a d i c a l c h a n g e i n the 
s i t u a t i o n of l a n d o w n e r s h i p i n t h e i n t e r v e n i n g c e n t u r i e s . 1 9 

S e c o n d l y w h i l e R o m e d i d i n g e n e r a l c o n t i n u e t h e l a n d po l i c i e s 
of t h e h e l l e n i s t i c m o n a r c h s , i t is w o r t h n o t i n g t h a t the i r po l i c i e s 
va r i ed i n d i f ferent p a r t s of t h e E m p i r e . T h u s e.g. t h e p o l i c y of 
c e n t u r i a t i o n — a g r i d d e d sys tem of l a n d p a r t i t i o n t h a t w a s used 
ex tens ive ly i n Af r i ca—does n o t a p p e a r a t a l l i n t h e Eas t , w h e r e 
a d v a n c e d soc ia l a n d c u l t u r a l p a t t e r n s w i t h t h e i r r oo t s i n the p a s t 
c o u l d n o t eas i ly be d i s r u p t e d . 2 0 Of t en t he R o m a n a l l o t m e n t s t h a t 
w e r e g i v e n w e r e q u i t e s m a l l — s u f f i c i e n t for subs i s t ence f a r m i n g , 
b u t n o t l ike ly to c rea te a w e a l t h y o r i n d e p e n d e n t p e a s a n t r y . 2 1 

T h e very a reas w h i c h a r e m e n t i o n e d i n t h e Z e n o n p a p y r i a n d 
w h i c h w e h a v e a s s u m e d to be roya l e s t a t e s—Beth A n a t h a n d 
Kedasa—recur a g a i n at the e n d of o u r pe r iod as areas whe re Im
per ia l g ranar ies were located (Life 71.119). T h i s is n o t t o s u g 
ges t t h a t these w e r e t h e o n l y p l aces in G a l i l e e w h e r e roya l es
ta tes we re to be f o u n d , b u t s i m p l y to u n d e r l i n e t h e fact t h a t we 
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c a n n o t c o n c l u d e f r o m t h e ex i s t ence of s o m e l a r g e es ta tes t h a t t h e 
w h o l e te r r i to ry w a s so d iv ided , to t he e x c l u s i o n of s m a l l e r l a n d 
o w n e r s . 

G i v e n the p r e v i o u s h i s t o r y of I s rae l i t e o c c u p a t i o n of t h e 
l a n d , i t is u n l i k e l y t h a t a r a d i c a l u p h e a v a l of l a n d o w n e r s h i p 
c o u l d h a v e b e e n c a r r i e d t h r o u g h w i t h o u t l e a v i n g s o m e i n d i c a t i o n 
in o u r h i s t o r i c a l sources . Yet t he r e a r e n o n e . W h i l e t h e r e a r e t races 
of c o m m u n a l p r o p e r t y a n d p o s s i b l y a l s o a sys tem of fiefs i n ea r ly 
Israel , f ami ly p r o p e r t y seems to h a v e b e e n t h e n o r m a l sys tem. T h e 
s tory of N a b o t h ' s v i n e y a r d s h o w s h o w a t t a c h e d t h e s m a l l o w n e r 
w a s to h i s a n c e s t r a l p r o p e r t y (1 Kgs 21) , a n d t h e sys t em w h e r e b y a 
^ 3 h a d to b u y the l a n d w h i c h h i s nea r re la t ions h a d to a b a n d o n , 
w a s i n t e n d e d to p rese rve for o n e ' s k i n s f o l k t h e f a m i l y p r o p e r t y 
(Lev 25:25; Jer 32:6-9; Dt 4 : 9 ) . 2 2 T h e n a t u r a l e x p a n s i o n of t h e 
w e a l t h y l a n d o w n e r w a s a l r e a d y a fact of life h o w e v e r a s t h e a n t i -
m o n a r c h i c t r a d i t i o n of 1 Sm 8:12-14 h a d w a r n e d . 2 3 T h e s t r ic t 
l ega l p r e s c r i p t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g the r e m o v a l of b o u n d a r i e s (Dt. 19: 
14; 27:17) as we l l as t h e p r o p h e t i c c o n d e m n a t i o n s of t h o s e ' w h o 
covet fields a n d seize t h e m ' (Mic 2:2; Is 5:8) m a k e i t c l ea r t h a t t h e 
socia l idea l of every m a n ' l i v i n g u n d e r h i s o w n v i n e y a r d ' (1 Kgs 
5:5; Mic 4:4; Zech 3:10) w a s n o t a l w a y s rea l i zed i n p r a c t i c e . 
F u r t h e r m o r e t h e g l e a n i n g s for t h e p o o r (Lev 19:9-10; 23:22; Dt 
24:19-21) a n d t h e t i t h e for t h e p o o r m a n i n d i c a t e a g e n u i n e 
c o n c e r n for p o v e r t y i n a n e s sen t i a l ly r u r a l socie ty . T h u s i t w o u l d 
seem t h a t t h e p i c t u r e w h i c h h a s e m e r g e d for P t o l e m a i c t i m e s is 
a n a c c u r a t e re f lec t ion of e x i s t i n g l a n d o w n e r s h i p r e l a t i o n s of a 
m u c h ea r l i e r p e r i o d . O u r c o n c l u s i o n i n t h e h i s t o r i c a l s ec t ion t h a t 
there w a s n o g r e a t u p r o o t i n g of G a l i l e a n s i n t h e t rans fe r f r o m 
Israel i te to A s s y r i a n c o n t r o l i n t he 8 t h c e n t u r y w o u l d s t r e n g t h e n 
th i s c o n c l u s i o n , a n d so w e a r e faced w i t h a fa i r ly s t ab le , c e n t u r i e s -
l o n g s i t u a t i o n , w h i c h w a s n o t t o t a l l y d i s r u p t e d t h r o u g h G a l i l e e ' s 
i n i t i a l c o n t a c t w i t h h e l l e n i s t i c m o n a r c h i e s . W a s t h i s s i t u a t i o n 
l ike ly to c o n t i n u e i n t h e s u c c e e d i n g cen tu r i e s? 

Ea r l i e r w h e n d e a l i n g w i t h t h e h i s t o r y of t h e t rans fe r f r o m 
P t o l e m a i c to Se l euc id c o n t r o l of P a l e s t i n e , w e a r g u e d t h a t t h e 
n o r t h , i n c l u d i n g G a l i l e e , a c c e p t e d t h e c h a n g e w i t h o u t a n y g r e a t 
res i s tance , o n c e t h e key cen te r s , s u c h a s S c y t h o p o l i s , T y r e , 
P t o l e m a i s a n d P h i l o t e r i a h a d c a p i t u l a t e d . T h e s e r e p r e s e n t e d t h e 
m o r e t h r i v i n g cen t e r s a n d t h e de fec t ion of key P t o l e m a i c off icials 
p r o b a b l y reflects t h e t i g h t r e i n t h a t w a s h e l d o n loca l a m b i t i o n by 
the cen t r a l P t o l e m a i c b u r e a u c r a c y . Q o h e l e t h , h i m s e l f a m e m b e r 
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of t h e u p p e r c lasses p r e s u m a b l y (cf. 7:12 e.g.) , w o u l d seem to 
reflect t h e soc ia l s i t u a t i o n u n d e r t h e P t o l e m i e s as felt by t he 
u p p e r c lasses : 'If y o u see o p p r e s s i o n of t h e p o o r a n d v i o l a t i o n of 
r i g h t s a n d j u s t i c e i n t h e r e a l m d o n o t be s h o c k e d by the fact, for 
t h e h i g h off icial h a s a n o t h e r h i g h e r t h a n h e w a t c h i n g h i m , a n d 
a b o v e these a r e o t h e r s h i g h e r s t i l l ' (Qoh 5:7). Yet w h i l e t he u p p e r 
c lasses feel t h e p r e s s u r e of t he h i e r a r c h y of p o w e r , t h e fact t h a t t he 
k i n g is c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h e a r a b l e l a n d ( a y pod) is c o n s i d e r e d a 
b l e s s i n g i n every respec t i n t h e very n e x t v e r s e . 2 4 P r e s u m a b l y , th i s 
w o u l d e x p l a i n P o l y b i u s ' s t a t e m e n t t h a t t h e p e o p l e of Coele -Syr ia , 
m e a n i n g t h e p e a s a n t s , p re fe r red t h e P t o l e m i e s to t h e Se leuc ids 
(V, 86 . 10), s ince t h e f o r m e r h a d a g r e a t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t he 
n e e d s of t he p e a s a n t s d u e to t h e i r e x p e r i e n c e w i t h t h e na t ive 
f e l l aheen a t h o m e . 

H o w e v e r , t h i s c o n t r a s t b e t w e e n t h e t w o h e l l e n i s t i c m o n a r c h i e s , 
n o m a t t e r h o w i t is to be e x p l a i n e d , does n o t necessar i ly m e a n 
t h a t t h e t r e n d t o w a r d s l a r g e es ta tes w a s acce l e ra t ed by the Se leuc id 
t akeove r of P a l e s t i n e . T h e l i t t l e i n f o r m a t i o n w e c a n g l e a n a b o u t 
t h e i r l a n d p o l i c i e s w o u l d s u g g e s t t h e c o n t r a r y . T h e r e c o g n i t i o n of 
t h e J e w s a s a n ethnos by A n t i o c h u s I I I i n h i s f a m o u s decree of 
197 B .C .E . (Ant. 12:145-47) even if i t e x t e n d e d r e l i g i o u s r e c o g n i 
t i o n to t h e J e w s of G a l i l e e w a s u n l i k e l y to h a v e affected l a n d 
o w n e r s h i p t h e r e very m u c h . T h u s G a l i l e e w o u l d s t i l l b e l o n g to 
t h e x ^ p a jSacriXwi), a n d t h e l a n d t he re w a s l ike ly to h a v e been 
t r ea ted s i m i l a r l y to o t h e r p a r t s of t h e Se leuc id e m p i r e . 2 5 T h e 
d i scovery of t h e H e f z i b a h i n s c r i p t i o n s for t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d of 
S c y t h o p o l i s m a y n o t b e q u i t e so d r a m a t i c as t h e Z e n o n p a p y r i for 
t h e P t o l e m a i c p e r i o d , b u t i t does g ive s o m e c o n c r e t e c o m p a r a b l e 
e v i d e n c e w i t h d e v e l o p m e n t s e l s e w h e r e . 2 6 T h u s w e l ea rn t h a t 
P t o l e m a i o s , t h e m i l i t a r y s t r a t egos of Syr ia a n d P h o e n i c i a w a s t he 
o w n e r (eyKTrjaec) of c e r t a i n v i l l ages i n t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d , p o s 
s ib ly f rom h i s t i m e as a P t o l e m a i c off icial , a n d t h a t o t h e r s h a d 
b e e n leased to h i m o n a h e r e d i t a r y bas i s , p o s s i b l y after h i s c h a n g e 
of s i d e . 2 7 I t is i n t e r e s t i n g to n o t e t h a t even s u c h a h i g h official as 
t h e arparriyds c o u l d n o t r e g u l a t e c e r t a i n m a t t e r s c o n c e r n i n g the 
sa le of g o o d s o u t s i d e t h e t e r r i to ry ( l l . l S f f . ) n o r p r o h i b i t t he 
b i l l e t i n g of so ld ie r s i n h i s v i l l ages (11 . 24ff.). T h e s a m e d i rec t 
c o n t r o l by t h e m o n a r c h t h r o u g h h i s StoiKrjTcuis a t t e s t ed f rom o t h e r 
i n s c r i p t i o n s for o t h e r a r ea s a l s o , a n d s h o w s t h a t t h e Se leuc id 
o r g a n i z a t i o n of t h e r o y a l l a n d s w a s n o t as loose as is s o m e t i m e s 
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sugges ted , even w h e n these l a n d s a r e t r ans fe r red to a c i ty t e r r i to ry , 
sold, o r g iven as beques ts , as p r e s u m a b l y was the case a t He fz ibah . 2 8 

T h i s ra ises the i m p o r t a n t q u e s t i o n of t h e s t a t u s of t h e Xaot o r 
i n h a b i t a n t s of t he v i l l ages in q u e s t i o n . A n u m b e r of i n f l u e n t i a l 
s cho la r s i n c l u d i n g Rostovtzeff a n d Wel l e s h a v e a r g u e d t h a t these 
na t ives a re ' b o u n d to t he soil* so t h a t o w n e r s h i p of t he l a n d i n 
q u e s t i o n m e a n s o w n e r s h i p of i ts i n h a b i t a n t s , a n d t h u s t he i r 
p o s i t i o n is bes t desc r ibed i n feuda l t e r m i n o l o g y as ' b o n d s m e n . ' 2 9 

If th i s were t r u e t h e n it w o u l d ra i se s e r i ous d o u b t s a b o u t t he 
l i k e l i h o o d of s m a l l l a n d o w n e r s e x i s t i n g i n Se l euc id P a l e s t i n e , 
even if We l l e s ' s u g g e s t i o n be accep t ed t h a t t he re w a s a h u m a n i t a r 
i a n a spec t to t h e Se leuc id a l i e n a t i o n of c r o w n l a n d s to c i t ies , 
the reby a l l o w i n g t h e s t a tu s of t h e Xaot to b e r a i sed to t h a t of 
KCLTOLKOL of the city to w h i c h they we re a t t a c h e d . 3 0 H o w e v e r , t he 
p o s i t i o n t h a t t he Xaot o r b o n d s m e n w e r e t ied to t h e soi l h a s b e e n 
c h a l l e n g e d by, a m o n g o t h e r s , B i c k e r m a n , a n d t h o r o u g h l y d i s 
cussed m o s t recen t ly by B r i a n t , t a k i n g a c c o u n t of a l l t h e r e l e v a n t 
m a t e r i a l . 3 1 I n t h e H e f z i b a h i n s c r i p t i o n P t o l e m y asks t h a t t he 
soldiers s h o u l d n o t h a v e t he r i g h t to e x p e l t h e Xaot ( 1 . 26) a n d t h e 
k i n g i n s t ruc t s t he officials i n t h e a rea to e n s u r e t h a t t h i s does n o t 
h a p p e n a n d t h a t they be p u n i s h e d t en fo ld if a n y d a m a g e s d o t ake 
p lace . I n o t h e r w o r d s , i t is t he a d m i n i s t r a t i o n r a t h e r t h a n 
P t o l e m y t h a t is i n c h a r g e , a n d the re is n o q u e s t i o n of a sa le e i t h e r 
of t he l a n d or i ts i n h a b i t a n t s . 'Ce q u e v e n d o u d o n n e le r o i , c 'est n i 
la terre n i le p a y s a n s : c 'est le p r o d u i t de la p r e m i e r e q u e p e r m e t le 
t ravai l des s e c o n d s . ' 3 2 T h e c o n t i n u e d ex i s t ence of i n d e p e n d e n t 
v i l l age life i n Se leuc id Syr ia , w h i c h is a m p l y a t t e s t ed by l i t e ra ry 
a n d i n s c r i p t i o n a l e v i d e n c e 3 3 is a f u r the r s i gn of t h e f r eedom of t he 
i n h a b i t a n t s i n r e l a t i o n to t he o w n e r of t h e es ta te , a n d t h e i r p o s i 
t i on is to be j u d g e d i n r e l a t i o n to t he k i n g r a t h e r t h a n t h e o w n e r of 
the v i l l age . T h e Xaot a r e free b u t d e p e n d e n t , a n d t h e i r c o n d i t i o n 
c a n de t e r io ra t e w i t h the c h a n g i n g e c o n o m i c o r a g r i c u l t u r a l 
s i tua t ion w h i c h m a k e s it imposs ib l e for t h e m to mee t the d e m a n d s 
of the <f>6pos o r r oya l t r i b u t e . I n S t r a b o ' s w o r d s they a r e ' p o o r 
a n d s laves ' (XI I , 2. 9) i n t h a t t he i r i n a b i l i t y t o o v e r c o m e t h e 
p r e v a i l i n g e c o n o m i c c o n d i t i o n s m a k e s t h e m e q u i v a l e n t t o s laves . 
T h i s very pa t t e rn wi l l re-emerge for Gal i lee a t a m u c h later pe r iod . 

T h e r e is t h e n n o r e a s o n to be l ieve t h a t t h e l a n d o w n e r s h i p 
s i t u a t i o n i n G a l i l e e w h i c h w e h a v e f o u n d i n P t o l e m a i c t i m e s w a s 
d i s r u p t e d by the Se leuc id t a k e - o v e r . 3 4 N e i t h e r t he i r p o l i c y of 
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u r b a n i z a t i o n n o r t he i r a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of t h e k i n g ' s l a n d as w e c a n 
r e c o n s t r u c t th i s w a s l ike ly to affect t he e x i s t i n g s i t u a t i o n in 
Gal i lee . T h e ext ra vi l lages w h i c h P t o l e m a i o s received, as witnessed 
by t h e H e f z i b a h d o c u m e n t s , is o n l y w h a t w e m i g h t h a v e expec t ed 
b o t h i n t h a t a r e a of t he c o u n t r y — t h e G r e a t P l a i n — a n d to s u c h a 
p e r s o n a g e . 3 5 H i s o w n e r s h i p of e x t r a es ta tes w a s p r e s u m a b l y a 
gif t for services r e n d e r e d , a n d is s i m i l a r to A p p o l l o n i u s ' estates 
a t Be th A n a t h u n d e r t h e P t o l e m i e s . E v e n the re h o w e v e r , the 
v i l l age r s we re c e r t a i n l y free a n d m a y even h a v e o w n e d , o r a t least 
p e r m a n e n t l y leased, t he i r o w n lo ts , so t h a t t he o w n e r of the 
v i l l age w a s r a t h e r a m e d i a t o r b e t w e e n the v i l l age rs a n d the roya l 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , a n d ' t he r e n t ' w h i c h w a s p a i d to h i m w a s the i r 
s h a r e of t h e <£6pos to t h e c e n t r a l b u r e a u c r a c y . 3 6 

T h e s u b s e q u e n t h i s t o r y of P a l e s t i n e as we l l as conc re t e ev idence 
f rom dif ferent r e g i m e s s h o w n o r a d i c a l b r e a k w i t h t h e p a t t e r n 
a l r e a d y e s t a b l i s h e d u n d e r t h e P t o l e m i e s a n d Se leuc ids , s o m e t h i n g 
Al t i n p a r t i c u l a r h a s u n d e r l i n e d w i t h h i s m e t h o d of territorialsge-
schichtliche s t ud i e s . O n e m i g h t h a v e e x p e c t e d c h a n g e s , even to 
t h e p o i n t of t h e a b o l i t i o n of t h e l a r g e es ta tes , a s t h e H a s m o n a e a n s 
p u s h e d n o r t h w a r d s a n d i n c l u d e d t h e w h o l e of P a l e s t i n e w i t h i n 
t h e o n e c u l t i c c o m m u n i t y o n t h e bas i s of t h e D e u t e r o n o m i c idea l 
of t h e l a n d . 3 7 T h i s is a l l t h e m o r e p r o b a b l e in v iew of t he fact 
t h a t A n t i o c h u s h a d g i v e n o rde r s ' t o set t le a l i e n s in a l l the i r 
b o r d e r s a n d to d i v i d e t he i r l a n d i n t o a l l o t m e n t s ' (1 Mace 3:36). 
Yet there is n o m e n t i o n of ac t ion r ega rd ing the l a n d in the sources. 
A c c o r d i n g t o Dav ie s t h i s s i l ence is to be e x p l a i n e d by t h e i n n e r 
c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n t e m p l e a n d l a n d , so t h a t t he r e l i g i o u s s igni f i 
c a n c e of t h e l a t t e r w a s i m p l i c i t l y yet d e e p l y exp re s sed i n t h e zeal 
for t h e f o r m e r . 3 8 At a l l even t s , t h e w i l l i n g n e s s of h a r a s s e d 
G a l i l e a n s t o m i g r a t e t o J u d a e a is i n d i c a t i v e of h o w the h a r s h 
rea l i t i e s of life h a d to t ake p r e c e d e n c e over ideas based o n Is rae l ' s 
pa s t . P r e s u m a b l y , these w e r e p e a s a n t s i n t h e r e g i o n of P t o l e m a i s 
w h o s e l a n d s h a d b e e n conf i sca t ed for a l l o t m e n t s as A n t i o c h u s h a d 
o r d e r e d , b u t , if o u r p r e v i o u s r e a d i n g of t h e s i t u a t i o n is correc t , 
t h i s u p h e a v a l w a s n o t g e n e r a l i n G a l i l e e b u t loca l ized i n t h e o n e 
a r ea w h e r e t h e c o u n t r y - p e o p l e we re m o s t defenseless a n d o p e n to 
a t t a c k f rom the n e i g h b o r i n g te r r i to ry . 

I n t h e c a m p a i g n s of t h e l a te r H a s m o n a e a n s , t he o n l y m e n t i o n 
of ac t iv i ty i n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e is A l e x a n d e r ' s c a p t u r e of v i l l ages i n 
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the r e g i o n of S c y t h o p o l i s (Ant. 13:280). S i g n i f i c a n t l y , C a e s a r ' s 
decrees r e n e w i n g (avaveovfievoi) t h e o l d t rea t ies b e t w e e n R o m e 
a n d the J e w s , w h i c h p r e s u m a b l y h a d b e e n b r o k e n by P o m p e y ' s 
a r r a n g e m e n t , w i t h o u t p r o p e r r a t i f i c a t i o n of t h e s e n a t e , 3 9 m e n t i o n 
th i s very a rea a n d r ecogn ize t h a t t r a d i t i o n a l l y these l a n d s h a v e 
b e l o n g e d to t h e H a s m o n a e a n f ami ly . 'As for t h e v i l l ages i n t h e 
G r e a t P l a i n w h i c h H y r c a n u s a n d h i s fore fa thers before h i m 
possessed, i t is t h e p l e a s u r e of t h e S e n a t e t h a t H y r c a n u s a n d t h e 
J e w s sha l l r e t a i n t h e m , w i t h t h e s a m e r i g h t s t h a t t hey f o r m e r l y 
h a d ' (Ant. 14:207). I t s eems t h a t t h i s decree s h o u l d be ca re fu l ly 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d f rom the o t h e r m o r e g e n e r a l o n e s r e l a t i n g to t h e 
h i g h p r i e s t h o o d a n d t h e J e w i s h n a t i o n as a w h o l e i n a c c o r d a n c e 
w i t h the i r l a w s . 4 0 S c y t h o p o l i s itself is n o t r e s to r ed b u t s ec t i ons of 
its t e r r i to ry a r e left i n J e w i s h h a n d s . P r e s u m a b l y these l a n d s 
passed f rom H a s m o n a e a n to H e r o d i a n h a n d s , s ince w e h e a r t h a t 
i n 66 C.E . Beren ice , t he sister of A g r i p p a , II o w n e d v i l l ages i n t h e 
G r e a t P l a i n n e a r Besara o n t h e b o r d e r s of P t o l e m a i s (Life 118), 
a n d a t t he s a m e t i m e A g r i p p a a l s o h a d es ta tes i n t h e s a m e r e g i o n 
(Life 126). At a n ea r l i e r p e r i o d H e r o d h a d se t t led v e t e r a n s a t 
G a b a in t he G r e a t P l a i n , g i v i n g t h e m a l l o t m e n t s of l a n d (Ant 15: 
294), a n d o n t h e bas i s of War 3:36 t h i s m u s t h a v e b e e n i n t h e s a m e 
r e g i o n as Beren ice ' s es ta tes la te r . It w o u l d s eem t h e n t h a t t h e 
G r e a t P l a i n w a s o n e a rea of P a l e s t i n e w h e r e w e c a n loca t e l a r g e 
p r i v a t e h o l d i n g s p a s s i n g f r o m o n e r u l i n g h o u s e t o a n o t h e r — t h e 
H e l l e n i s t i c m o n a r c h i e s , t h e H a s m o n a e a n s a n d t h e H e r o d i a n s . 
T h u s a de f in i t e p a t t e r n of l a n d o w n e r s h i p a p p e a r s to be e s t ab 
l i shed t h r o u g h t h e d i f f e r ing r e g i m e s , a n d p r e s u m a b l y t h i s w o u l d 
h a v e h e l d t r u e for o t h e r a r ea s a l s o — w i t h c e r t a i n o b v i o u s m o d i f i 
c a t i o n s , of c o u r s e . 

It is t o t he l o n g r e i g n of H e r o d t h a t w e m u s t l o o k for a n y l a r g e -
scale c h a n g e i n t h e p o s i t i o n of l a n d - o w n e r s h i p . A t t h e b e g i n n i n g 
of h i s r e i g n forty-five of t h e m o s t p r o m i n e n t s u p p o r t e r s of A n t i 
g o n u s were k i l l ed (Ant 15:5f.). U n d o u b t e d l y these w e r e H a s m o n 
a e a n n o b l e s l i v i n g i n t h e c o u n t r y — s o m e of t h e m b a s e d i n 
S e p p h o r i s , w e h a v e a r g u e d , a n d t h e i r l a n d s w e r e n o w a t t h e k i n g ' s 
d i s p o s a l to sell o r lease in o r d e r t o offset t h e h u g e f i n a n c i a l 
b u r d e n s of h i s v a r i o u s p h i l a n t h r o p i c a n d b u i l d i n g p r o g r a m s . O n 
r e b u i l d i n g S a m a r i a a s Sebas te h e se t t led s ix t h o u s a n d v e t e r a n s i n 
i ts v ic in i ty , a p p o r t i o n i n g to t h e m t h e n e a r b y l a n d s , w h i c h w e r e 
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t h e bes t i n t h e c o u n t r y (Ant. 15:296; War 1:403). P r e s u m a b l y h i s 
adv i se r , P t o l e m y w a s o n e of t hose w h o rece ived these l a n d s , for 
l a t e r w e h e a r of h i m o w n i n g a n es ta te (KT^JLKI) i n t h e v ic in i ty of 
S a m a r i a w h e r e t h e R o m a n a r m y of V a r u s c o u l d b i l l e t (Ant. 17: 
289). A n o t h e r es ta te of h i s s o n A n t i p a t e r i n t h e s a m e r e g i o n w a s 
s a id to p r o d u c e t w o h u n d r e d t a l en t s a n n u a l l y (Ant. 16:250), 
c e r t a i n l y a n e x a g g e r a t i o n i n t h e l i g h t of a l a te r reference to fifty 
t a l en t s , b u t even so n o l i t t le i n c o m e f rom p r i v a t e l a n d s . A u g u s 
tu s p u t H e r o d i n c h a r g e of t h e l a n d s of t h e d e p o s e d Z e n o d o r u s in 
T r a n s j o r d a n - T r a c h o n i t i s , B a t a n a e a a n d A u r a n i t i s ( Ant 15:342f. 
360f.), a n d s u b s e q u e n t l y h e w a s a b l e to set t le B a b y l o n i a n J e w s 
t he re o n h i s o w n t e r m s , a c lea r s i g n t h a t H e r o d o w n e d r a t h e r t h a n 
s i m p l y a d m i n i s t e r e d t h e t e r r i to ry (Ant. 17:24f.). A t h i s d e a t h 
bes ides t h e i n c o m e g u a r a n t e e d to h i s t h r ee s o n s as e t h n a r c h s 
la rge p r iva te estates were ass igned to h i s sister S a l o m e (Ant. 17:321). 

W e h a v e n o d i rec t i n f o r m a t i o n of H e r o d ' s h a n d l i n g of t he l a n d 
s i t u a t i o n i n G a l i l e e , b u t w e c a n p r e s u m e t h a t t h e p a t t e r n w a s 
s i m i l a r to o t h e r p a r t s of t he c o u n t r y — t h e bes t l a n d s b e c a m e p a r t 
of t h e r o y a l p o s s e s s i o n s , e i t h e r t h r o u g h c o n f i s c a t i o n o r because 
the i r o w n e r s c o u l d n o t m e e t t h e h e a v y taxes w h i c h H e r o d exac ted 
f rom the c o u n t r y p e o p l e . W e c a n p r e s u m e t h a t s o m e a t least of the 
H a s m o n a e a n n o b l e s w h o m H e r o d e x e c u t e d o w n e d l a n d s i n 
G a l i l e e s ince , a s w e h a v e seen, i t w a s t h e cen te r of s u p p o r t for 
A n t i g o n u s , a n d p r o b a b l y these l a n d s h a d b e e n i n the i r fami l ies 
s ince t h e i n c o r p o r a t i o n of t h e n o r t h i n t o t h e H a s m o n a e a n k i n g 
d o m . W h e t h e r o r n o t H e r o d r e t a i n e d d i r ec t c o n t r o l of t h e p r o v i n c e 
as o n e of t h e meridarchai w h o a d m i n i s t e r e d t he v a r i o u s d is t r ic t s 
of h i s k i n g d o m , as M o m i g l i a n o s u g g e s t s , 4 1 w e d o f ind t races of a 
p r o - H e r o d i a n n o b i l i t y t he re d e s p i t e t h e g e n e r a l hos t i l i t y . C e r t a i n 
n o t a b l e s (Svvarot) i n t h e p r o v i n c e w h o s u p p o r t e d H e r o d suffered 
for t h e i r l oya l ty a t t h e h a n d s of t h e G a l i l e a n s by b e i n g d r o w n e d i n 
t h e Sea of G e n n e s a r e t h (Ant 14:450; cf. 415ff. 432ff.). W e c a n o n l y 
a s s u m e t h a t t hey h a d e i t h e r b e e n c o n f i r m e d i n t h e i r l a n d s by 
H e r o d a s t h e p r i c e of loya l ty o r h a d b e e n p u t t he re by h i m o n 
l a n d s w h i c h h e h a d t a k e n over d u r i n g h i s t i m e as g o v e r n o r w h e n 
H e z e k i a h a n d h i s fo l lowers we re k i l l ed . Does t h e m a n n e r of 
t he i r d e a t h s u g g e s t t h a t they l ived i n t h e fert i le r e g i o n of G e n n e 
sa re th? At a l l even t s H e r o d ' s s o n A n t i p a s m u s t h a v e o w n e d p r i v a t e 
es ta tes i n t h a t r e g i o n w i t h w h i c h to e n d o w h i s n e w city, 
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T i b e r i a s (Ant. 18:37). L i k e w i s e , w e c a n s u r m i s e t h a t t he re w e r e 
es ta tes i n t he r e g i o n of S e p p h o r i s , w h i c h h e h a d ea r l i e r m a d e t h e 
o r n a m e n t of a l l G a l i l e e (Ant. 18:27). O n e p o s s i b l e e x a m p l e of 
s u c h l a n d e d g e n t r y i n G a l i l e e for H e r o d i a n t i m e s is J o s e p h b e n 
I l l e m w h o i n a n e m e r g e n c y f u n c t i o n e d as h i g h p r i e s t for h i s 
c o u s i n M a t t h i a s (Ant 17:166), a n d w h o , a c c o r d i n g to T a l m u d i c 
sources w a s a n a t i v e of S e p p h o r i s i n G a l i l e e . 4 2 

T h e s e sca t te red i n d i c a t i o n s s u g g e s t t h a t G a l i l e e d i d n o t e s c a p e 
t he a d v a n c i n g a g g r a n d i z e m e n t of t h e H e r o d i a n d y n a s t y as m o r e 
a n d m o r e of the bes t l a n d s of P a l e s t i n e fell i n t o t h e i r h a n d s a n d 
were s u b s e q u e n t l y d o n a t e d by t h e m to s u i t a b l e benef ic ia r i es . 
S h e r w i n - W h i t e h a s obse rved t h a t b e h i n d t h e p a r a b l e s of J e s u s a re 
to be f o u n d t w o classes o n l y , t h e w e a l t h y l a n d o w n e r a n d t h e 
i m p o v e r i s h e d p e a s a n t c o n s t a n t l y beset by d e b t s . 4 3 T h e r e is t h e 
r i ch m a n a n d h i s s t e w a r d a n d the p o o r m a n o w i n g o n e h u n d r e d 
m e a s u r e s of o i l a n d w h e a t (Lk. 16:1-6); w e h e a r of a k i n g w i t h h i s 
d e b t o r o w i n g a h u g e s u m , w h i l e h e i n t u r n is o w e d a m e r e 
h u n d r e d d e n a r i i (ML-18:23-34; Lk. 7:41); a n d t h e v i n e y a r d o w n e r 
a n d h i s lessees (Mt. 21:33-41 a n d p a r a l l e l s ) is k n o w n to u s f rom t h e 
t i m e of Z e n o n o n ; 4 4 t he r i c h fool feels h e c a n e n l a r g e h i s g r a n a r i e s 
because of a g o o d h a r v e s t y ie ld (Lk. 12:13-21); t h e s e rvan t s w h o 
s h o w the i r m a n a g e r i a l a b i l i t y w i t h i n v e s t m e n t s c a n be e n t r u s t e d 
w i t h ten o r five v i l l ages respec t ive ly (Lk. 14:11-27); t h e v i n e y a r d 
o w n e r goes i n sea rch of h i r e d l a b o r even t h o u g h h e h a s a bail iff 
(ML 20:1-16); t h e fa i thfu l s e rvan t m a k e s s u r e to d i s p e n s e p r o p e r 
r a t i o n s of g r a i n to t h e s laves even w h e n t h e m a s t e r is a b s e n t (Lk. 
12:42-46; Mt. 24:45-57). I t w o u l d be h a z a r d o u s to gene ra l i z e f r o m 
these s tor ies to a n ove ra l l t h e o r y of l a n d o w n e r s h i p i n G a l i l e e , yet 
the p i c t u r e does r ecu r w i t h s u c h f r e q u e n c y t h a t i t m u s t h a v e b e e n 
the d o m i n a n t o n e . T r u e o n e a l s o f inds t races of f a m i l y f a r m s — 
the fa ther of t he p r o d i g a l s o n h a s to s h a r e t h e i n h e r i t a n c e (Lk. 15: 
11-31); the fa ther n e e d s t he h e l p of h i s s o n s i n t h e f a m i l y v i n e y a r d 
(Mt. 21:28-32); Zebedee h a s h i r e d se rvan t s as we l l a s h i s s o n s 
e n g a g e d i n t h e fish i n d u s t r y (Mk. 1:20). 4 5 T h e s e p i c t u r e s s u g g e s t 
p e a s a n t e c o n o m i c c o n d i t i o n s r a t h e r t h a n t h o s e of l a r g e l a n d 
o w n e r s , a n d p r e s u m a b l y w e c a n a l l o w for t h e p r e s e n c e of b o t h 
sys tems, d e s p i t e d e v e l o p m e n t s i n t h e H e r o d i a n p e r i o d . T h e 
r e t e n t i o n of s m a l l l a n d o w n e r s w o u l d h a v e b e e n i n l i n e w i t h 
R o m a n l a n d po l i c i e s e l s e w h e r e i n t h e ear ly E m p i r e . A p e a s a n t 
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class w a s a n i m p o r t a n t soc ia l s tabi l izer , a n d t h e e x p r o p r i a t i o n of 
p e a s a n t f a rmer s d i d n o t l ead i n e v i t a b l y to t h e a b s o r p t i o n of the i r 
f a r m s i n t o l a r g e h o l d i n g s . T h u s t h e l a r g e latefundia m a n n e d by 
s laves w o r k i n g u n d e r t h e s u p e r v i s i o n of a s lave bail iff is n o t nec 
essar i ly t h e typ ica l u n i t . I n d e e d o u t s i d e I ta ly a n d Sici ly a g r i c u l 
t u r a l s lavery d o e s n o t s eem to h a v e b e e n w i d e l y p rac t i s ed in t h e 
E m p i r e . 4 6 

L o o k i n g a t t h e p i c t u r e t h a t e m e r g e s f rom J o s e p h u s * Life, t h e 
m o s t d o m i n a n t s i n g l e g r o u p is ' t h e G a l i l e a n s / w h o seem to be 
f o u n d a l l over t h e p r o v i n c e , j u s t as w e m i g h t e x p e c t (cf. Life 99. 
102.206f.383). T h e y a r e u s u a l l y a s soc ia t ed w i t h t h e l a n d (x^pa) 
a n d d w e l l i n v i l l ages (Life 142.207.242-44). T h u s they a r e care
ful ly d i s t i n g u i s h e d f r o m t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of t h e c i t ies , e spec ia l ly 
T i b e r i a s , S e p p h o r i s a n d G a b a r a . O n several o c c a s i o n s they a r r ive 
w i t h p r o v i s i o n s to ass is t J o s e p h u s , a n d i n t he c o r r e s p o n d i n g War 
a c c o u n t w e r e a d t h a t v a r i o u s t o w n s we re eas i ly a b l e t o p r o v i s i o n 
t h e a u x i l i a r y t r o o p s e a c h sen t to ass is t J o s e p h u s , s ince ha l f of t h e 
levy i m p o s e d o n e a c h p l a c e s tayed a t h o m e to a r r a n g e for p r o v i 
s i o n i n g of s u p p l i e s (avvwopHTiAos T&V kiriTrjSelw) w h i l e t h e o t h e r 
ha l f w e r e u n d e r a r m s (ets oVXa, War 2:583f.). T h e r e is n o t h i n g 
h e r e t h a t d i r ec t ly s h e d s l i g h t o n o u r q u e s t i o n of o w n e r s h i p of t h e 
l a n d , b u t t h e u n m i s t a k a b l e i m p r e s s i o n is t h a t these c o u n t r y 
p e o p l e a r e i n c h a r g e of t h e i r o w n a g r i c u l t u r a l affairs , a n d t h e 
a s s u m p t i o n m u s t be t h a t n o t a l l a r e s i m p l y t e n a n t f a rmers , even 
if, a s w e s h a l l see, a l l h a v e to p a y taxes . A t G i s c h a l a m a n y of t h e 
p e o p l e w e r e n o t i n t e r e s t ed i n w a r w i t h R o m e b e c a u s e i t w a s t i m e 
for s o w i n g (War 4:84). Ea r l i e r i n t h e s a m e c e n t u r y t h e c o u n t r y 
p e o p l e (of G a l i l e e , p r e s u m a b l y ) t h r e a t e n e d n o t to t i l l t h e g r o u n d 
b e c a u s e of t h e i r o b j e c t i o n to G a m s ' s t a tue , a n d J o s e p h u s tel ls u s 
t h a t P e t r o n i u s feared ' t he re w o u l d be a ha rves t of b a n d i t r y because 
t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s of t r i b u t e (<t>6pos) c o u l d n o t be m e t ' (Ant. 18:274; 
War 2:200). T h e s e i n c i d e n t s w o u l d seem to c o n f i r m t h e sugges 
t i o n t h a t t h e G a l i l e a n s we re i n d e e d free l a n d o w n e r s , h o w e v e r 
s m a l l t h e i r p l o t s . O w n e r s of l a r g e es ta tes o r bail iffs d o n o t i n t r u d e 
t h e m s e l v e s i n t o t he p i c t u r e , p r e s u m a b l y b e c a u s e for c e r t a i n a reas 
a t leas t n o s u c h ex is ted —espec i a l l y , o n e suspec t s , i n U p p e r 
G a l i l e e . 4 7 

A b s e n c e of d i r ec t sou rces h a m p e r s o u r e s t i m a t i o n of h o w m u c h 
R o m a n r e s e t t l e m e n t of t h e l a n d affected G a l i l e e after t h e year 
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70 C.E . Q u i t e a n a m o u n t of l a n d m u s t h a v e b e c o m e v a c a n t t he re , 
d u e to t h e h a z a r d s of t h e w a r , re fugees a n d forced e n s l a v e m e n t , 
a c c o r d i n g to J o s e p h u s m o r e t h a n t h i r t y t h o u s a n d after t h e c a p 
tu re of T a r i c h a e a e , t h o u g h n o t a l l w e r e G a l i l e a n s (War 3:540-42). 
T h e o r e t i c a l l y b o t h V e s p a s i a n a n d T i t u s c l a i m e d o w n e r s h i p of 
t he w h o l e l a n d . T h e f o r m e r g a v e o r d e r s ' t o f a r m o u t (awoSoadcu) 
t he w h o l e J e w i s h t e r r i t o ry ' (War 7 :216f . ) 4 8 a n d T i t u s p o i n t e d l y 
r e m i n d e d t h e J e w s t h a t t h e R o m a n s h a d left t h e l a n d i n t h e i r 
possess ion , a l l o w e d t h e m to g a t h e r t axes a n d b r i n g gifts for 
d i v i n e service; yet ' y o u a r m e d yourse lves w i t h our m o n e y ' (War 
6:333-36). T h e o n l y s e t t l i n g of fo re igne r s t h a t w e h e a r of is t h e 
e i g h t h u n d r e d ve t e r ans a t E m m a u s (War 7:216f.), so p r e s u m a b l y 
G a l i l e e d i d fare be t te r t h a n J u d a e a i n t h i s r espec t . I t is n o t u n t i l 
t he r e i g n of H a d r i a n t h a t S e p p h o r i s a n d T i b e r i a s h a d t h e i r 
te r r i tor ies e x t e n d e d to i n c l u d e a l l L o w e r G a l i l e e , 4 9 b u t w e c a n 
be su re t h a t t h e p roces s of p a r c e l i n g o u t J e w i s h t e r r i t o ry to t h o s e 
w h o h a d p r o v e d t h e i r l oya l ty d u r i n g t h e first r evo l t h a d a l r e a d y 
b e g u n i m m e d i a t e l y after t h e r e d u c t i o n of t h e p r o v i n c e . J e w s w h o 
h a d been p r e v i o u s l y be f r i ended by R o m e h a d p r o v e d t h e i r l oya l ty 
in t h e c o u r s e of t h e u p r i s i n g , as t h e i n s t a n c e of S e p p h o r i s s h o w s , 
o r even be la ted ly as i n t h e case of J o s e p h u s (Life 422) . W e k n o w 
t h a t m a n y m o d e r a t e J e w s fled J e r u s a l e m p r o b a b l y to t h e t e r r i to ry 
of A g r i p p a after t h e f a i lu re of h i s p l e a t o ave r t t h e w a r (War 
2:418-21.536), a n d n o d o u b t w e r e s u b s e q u e n t l y we l l r e w a r d e d 
for t he i r n o n - i n v o l v e m e n t . I n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y t h o s e p r o m i n e n t 
m e n of G a l i l e e w h o h a d ac ted l ike t h e c i t i zens of T i b e r i a s a n d 
S e p p h o r i s in r e f u s i n g to be e n g a g e d i n t h e w a r (Life 386) d i d so 
i n o rde r to p rese rve t h e i r l a n d s . T h e s e SOKW&TCLTOL w o u l d cor
r e s p o n d to t h e w e a l t h y J e w i s h l a n d o w n e r s i n J u d a e a a t t e s t ed by 
r a b b i n i c sources for t h e p e r i o d b e t w e e n 70 a n d 135 C . E . w h o h a d 
e i the r been left i n p o s s e s s i o n of t h e i r l a n d s o r h a d b e e n a l l o w e d 
to lease v a c a n t o n e s , p r o v i d e d they t o o k r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for t h e 
t a x e s . 5 0 

I t is i n t h e p e r i o d after 70 C .E . t h a t s u c h c o m m e n t a t o r s as 
* A A A A A 

Kle in a n d Bi ich le r loca te t h e 'annasin a n d mesiqin (o r mesiqin) 
k n o w n to u s f rom r a b b i n i c s o u r c e s . 5 1 I t s e e m s c lea r t h a t these 
p e o p l e a r e J e w s as we l l a s G e n t i l e s s ince t h e i r self ish tac t ics 
a g a i n s t fe l low J e w s a r e l a m e n t e d i n several r a b b i n i c texts (Sifra 
Lv 26:17; Midrash Tannaim, Dt 32 :13 ;p . l98 :15-17) . I t h a s b e e n 
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A A A 

s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h e t e r m s 'annasin a n d mesiqin i n d i c a t e t h e 
v i o l e n t tac t ics u s e d by these o p p r e s s o r s a g a i n s t the i r fel low 
J e w s , 5 2 b u t m o r e r ecen t ly G i l h a s a t t e m p t e d to e x p l a i n t h e t e rms 
i n r e l a t i o n to t h e i n s t i t u t i o n s of annona, a n o p p r e s s i v e R o m a n 
t ax i n k i n d i m p o s e d o n f a rmers , a n d mesites ( L a t i n sequester) a n 
officer i n c h a r g e of t h e c o n f i s c a t i o n of m o r t g a g e d p r o p e r t i e s , 
w h o i n l a te r t i m e s h a d c o n t r o l of p r o c e d u r e s d e a l i n g w i t h t h e 
c e d i n g of g o o d s . 5 3 T h i s w o u l d e x p l a i n t h e h o s t i l i t y t o w a r d s t h e m 
w h i c h is f o u n d i n t h e J e w i s h sources . If t h i s d e r i v a t i o n of the i r 
d e s c r i p t i o n is co r rec t they w o u l d be c o l l a b o r a t i o n i s t s w h o s tood 
to p r o f i t f rom t h e g r a d u a l t ake over of t he J e w i s h l a n d by the 
fo re igne r s , e i t h e r by i m p o s i n g e x o r b i t a n t t axes w h i c h caused 
t h e o w n e r s t o cede t h e i r l a n d s , o r by a c q u i r i n g l ega l r i g h t s to 
m o r t g a g e d l a n d s . F u r t h e r m o r e it w a s d u e to p r e s s u r e f rom I m 
p e r i a l r ea l i t i e s t h a t J e w i s h l a w e v e n t u a l l y y i e lded i n t h e d i r ec t i on 
of r e c o g n i z i n g u s e r a t h e r t h a n a b s o l u t e o w n e r s h i p i n its r e g u l a 
t i o n s a b o u t hazaqa. T h i s w a s a n a t t e m p t to m e e t t h e real cir
c u m s t a n c e s w h e r e o w n e r s h i p r i g h t s c o u l d n o t be p ressed a g a i n s t 
s u p e r i o r a u t h o r i t y a n d w a s t h e J e w i s h e q u i v a l e n t of t h e G r e e k 
a n d R o m a n d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n usucapio a n d possessio (KTrj/xa 
a n d K p i 7 < m ) . 5 4 W h i l e these d e v e l o p m e n t s a r e m o s t easi ly d o c u 
m e n t e d for t h e s e c o n d a n d t h i r d c e n t u r i e s , o n e m u s t p l a c e the i r 
o r i g i n s i n t h e p e r i o d after t h e r evo l t of 70 C.E . w h e n R o m e ' s 
dominium of t h e l a n d h a d a c t u a l l y b e e n w o n by the sword , 
s o m e t h i n g t h a t w a s o n l y fu r the r e m p h a s i z e d i n t he a f t e r m a t h 
of t h e B a r C o c h b a r e v o l t . 5 5 

T h e l a w of siqarikon s eems to p r e s u p p o s e a s i m i l a r socia l 
s i t u a t i o n w h e r e less t h a n ful l r i g h t s of o w n e r s h i p of t he ' u s u r p 
i n g o c c u p a n t ' a r e ref lected i n a n u m b e r of r a b b i n i c r e g u l a t i o n s . 
T h e y d o n o t h a v e to b r i n g the bikkurim, o r ' f i r s t - f ru i t s ' , s ince 
t h e l a w i n q u e s t i o n s p e a k s of t h e first f ru i t s of your land (Ex. 
23:19) a n d they a r e n o t r e c o g n i z e d as o w n e r s of t h e l a n d (M. Bikk 
1:2). O n t h e o t h e r h a n d t h e l a w of h e a v e o f fe r ing a n d second 
t i t h e does a p p l y to t h e m , a n d i n t h i s they a r e e q u i p a r a t e d w i t h 
lessees a n d r o b b e r s (M. Bikk 2:3). M o s t c o m m e n t a t o r s of these 
p a r t i c u l a r p r o v i s i o n s see i n t he siqarikon l a w a re f lec t ion of t he 
p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n , a n d s o m e even a t t e m p t to l i n k it w i t h t h e 
a c t u a l sicarii of t he w a r p e r i o d . 5 6 H o w e v e r , these a s s o c i a t i o n s 



Economic Realities and Social Stratification 169 

are n o t very c o n v i n c i n g a n d m o r e p r o m i s i n g is G i l ' s effort t o 
u n d e r s t a n d t h e p r o v i s i o n s i n q u e s t i o n i n t h e l i g h t of soc io 
e c o n o m i c c o n d i t i o n s in w h i c h l a n d s t h a t h a d b e e n ceded t h r o u g h 
d e b t o r l o a n c o u l d be a c q u i r e d i n R o m a n c o u r t s . 5 7 A c c o r d i n g to 
M . Gift 5:6 t he sale of l a n d s w h i c h h a d b e e n a c q u i r e d by siqarikon 
i n J u d a e a w a s n o t r ecogn ized u n t i l after t h e Ba r C o c h b a w a r , 
b u t thereaf ter a m o r e c o m p r o m i s i n g a t t i t u d e e m e r g e d w h e r e b y 
the sale w a s r e g a r d e d as va l id , b u t t he o r i g i n a l o w n e r w a s p a r t i a l l y 
c o m p e n s a t e d . T h e a c t u a l m e n t i o n of J u d a e a i n t h i s c o n t e x t is 
p a r t i c u l a r l y s i g n i f i c a n t s e e i n g t h a t i n a n a d m i t t e d l y m u c h la te r 
t r a d i t i o n G a l i l e e is s a id t o be p a r t i c u l a r l y h a r a s s e d by ' t h e u s u r p 
i n g o c c u p a n t ' ]P'pnp'D bbi ; p-Gittb, 
47b). Does th i s m e a n t h a t J u d a e a n c o u r t s a t t e m p t e d to i g n o r e 
the n e w s i t u a t i o n a n d to in s i s t o n o w n e r s h i p r i g h t s u n t i l after 
the second revol t , w h e r e a s G a l i l e e w a s a l w a y s u n d e r p r e s s u r e t o 
r ecogn ize t h e m ? T h i s m i g h t e x p l a i n w h y J u d a e a r a t h e r t h a n 
G a l i l e e w a s t he cen t e r of t h e s e c o n d revol t , w h i c h h a d de f in i t e 
socia l causes . I t is i m p o s s i b l e t o p re s s these texts t o o far b u t t hey 
d o fit a d m i r a b l y t he soc ia l a n d e c o n o m i c s i t u a t i o n t h a t t he first 
revol t a l r eady c rea ted i n G a l i l e e , a n d w e c a n see ref lected i n t h e m 
fur ther c o n f i r m a t i o n of t h e w o r s e n i n g c o n d i t i o n of t h e G a l i l e a n 
p e a s a n t b e t w e e n the t w o revo l t s , even if t h e a c t u a l t r a d i t i o n s 
themse lves s t em f rom a la ter p e r i o d . I t is i n t e r e s t i n g to n o t e t h a t 
a la ter t h i r d c e n t u r y A m o r a , U l l a , a t t r i b u t e s to J o h a n a n b e n 
Zakka i , t he f a m o u s d i c t u m t h a t b e c a u s e of i ts i g n o r a n c e of T o r a h , 
G a l i l e e w a s t h e p a r t i c u l a r p r e y of t h e mesiqin (p. Shabb 16,15d). 
W h i l e the r e a s o n s for the s t a t e m e n t reflect l a te r c o n t r o v e r s i e s , t h e 
p r o j e c t i o n of t he socia l c o n d i t i o n b a c k to t h e p r e -70 d a y s cor
r e s p o n d s w i t h o u r o w n ske tch of l a n d r e l a t i o n s i n t h e p r o v i n c e 
insofar as w e h a v e b e e n a b l e to d e t e r m i n e t h e m . 5 8 

W h e n o n e l o o k s a t t h i s , a d m i t t e d l y f r a g m e n t a r y , su rvey of l a n d 
o w n e r s h i p p a t t e r n s i n P a l e s t i n e as these a p p l i e d to G a l i l e e , n o 
very def in i te c o n c l u s i o n s c a n be d r a w n . N e v e r t h e l e s s i t d o e s 
seem safe to s u g g e s t t h a t a t leas t i n c e r t a i n a r ea s p r i v a t e o w n e r 
s h i p o n a s m a l l scale d i d s o m e h o w su rv ive s ide by s ide w i t h t h e 
t r end in t h e d i r e c t i o n of t h e l a rge h o l d i n g w i t h i ts t e n a n t f a rm
e r s . 5 9 I n v iew of t h e heavy r a t e of t a x a t i o n to be d i scus sed i n t h e 
n e x t sec t ion t he d i s t i n c t i o n m a y be s o m e w h a t t heo re t i c , a s i n t h e 
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d a y s of t h e P t o l e m i e s . Neve r the l e s s , o w n e r s h i p of t h e l a n d h a d a 
d e e p e r s i g n i f i c a n c e for t h e J e w t h a n the p u r e l y f i nanc i a l c o n 
s i d e r a t i o n . L a r g e h o l d i n g s a r e m o r e l ike ly to be i n L o w e r G a l i l e e 
w h e r e t h e u r b a n cen te r s of S e p p h o r i s a n d T i b e r i a s b e c a m e the 
p l a c e s of r e s idence of w e a l t h y J e w i s h l a n d o w n e r s in t he second 
c e n t u r y . 6 0 T o w h a t e x t e n t t h i s t en t a t i ve c o n c l u s i o n c a n a l l o w 
u s to s p e a k of G a l i l e e h a v i n g a p r e d o m i n a n t l y p e a s a n t c u l t u r e 
w i l l h a v e to be f u r t h e r e x p l o r e d i n t he r e m a i n i n g sec t ions of 
t h i s c h a p t e r . 

I I 
C O M M E R C E A N D D I S T R I B U T I O N O F W E A L T H 

I n t h e p r e v i o u s s ec t ion w e h a v e c o n c e n t r a t e d o n t h e q u e s t i o n 
of l a n d o w n e r s h i p i n G a l i l e e b e c a u s e a g r i c u l t u r e r e m a i n e d the 
s i n g l e m o s t i m p o r t a n t o c c u p a t i o n of t h e p r o v i n c e d e s p i t e a l l 
t h e t e c h n i c a l a d v a n c e s of t h e h e l l e n i s t i c a g e . T h e o l d e r s t a n d a r d 
w o r k s o n P a l e s t i n i a n life s u c h as N e u b a u e r , H e i c h e l h e i m , 
K r a u s s a n d K l a u s n e r a l l e m p h a s i z e t h e fer t i l i ty of G a l i l e e , a n d in 
t h i s they a r e m e r e l y re f l ec t ing a n c i e n t w i tne s se s s u c h as J o s e p h u s , 
P l i n y a n d t h e T a l m u d s , as w a s a l r e a d y p o i n t e d o u t i n t he o p e n i n g 
c h a p t e r . 6 1 T h e r e c a n be l i t t l e d o u b t t h a t s u c h g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s 
a r e o n t h e w h o l e a c c u r a t e — G a l i l e e w a s a n d r e m a i n s t he re la
t ively m o r e fert i le a r e a of P a l e s t i n e d u e to n a t u r a l a n d c l i m a t i c 
fac tors a l r e a d y d i scussed . Yet , i t w a s a l s o p o i n t e d o u t t h a t even 
the re c o n d i t i o n s v a r i e d c o n s i d e r a b l y f r o m o n e d i s t r i c t to a n o t h e r . 
T h e fert i le p l a i n of G e n n e s a r e t h w a s s i n g l e d o u t by J o s e p h u s for 
spec i a l m e n t i o n (War 3:515-21), a n d t h e va l leys of L o w e r G a l i l e e , 
w i t h t h e i r m o r e g e n t l e , u n d u l a t i n g t e r r a i n w e r e a l s o s u i t e d to 
i n t e n s i v e f a r m i n g . O u r task h e r e is n o t to r e p e a t t h e c a t a l o g u e 
of p r o d u c e for t h e v a r i o u s r e g i o n s , b u t r a t h e r to d i scuss t he de
v e l o p i n g e c o n o m i c a n d c o m m e r c i a l life of t h e a r ea i n t he l i g h t 
of t h e c h a n g i n g p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n , p a y i n g spec ia l a t t e n t i o n to 
t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n of a n y i n c r e a s e d w e a l t h o r n e w resources i n t h e 
a r e a . 
(i) The Rise of Agro- and Other Industries 

W h i l e t h e h e l l e n i s t i c a g e w i t n e s s e d a n i nc r ea se of i n d u s t r y 
a n d c o m m e r c e w i t h t h e d e v e l o p m e n t a n d d i f fus ion of t e c h n i c a l 
sk i l l s , i t s t i l l r e m a i n e d t r u e t h a t a g r i c u l t u r e w a s t h e b a c k b o n e of 
e c o n o m i c life. N a t u r a l l y , t h e n e w s i t u a t i o n b r o u g h t a b o u t 
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c h a n g e s even i n t h i s a n c i e n t o c c u p a t i o n of f a r m i n g , a n d if G a l i l e e 
were to p ro f i t f rom t h e i m p r o v e d c o n d i t i o n s i t t o o h a d t o ava i l 
of t he n e w t e c h n i q u e s a n d sk i l l s n o w b e i n g e m p l o y e d . 6 2 

F o r t u n a t e l y w e c a n d o c u m e n t s u c h d e v e l o p m e n t s i n a g r i 
c u l t u r e for P t o l e m a i c E g y p t w i t h a fair a m o u n t of de t a i l , a n d 
these reflect s i m i l a r d e v e l o p m e n t s i n P a l e s t i n e . As p o r t r a y e d i n 
the Z e n o n c o r r e s p o n d e n c e w e f ind t h a t t h e s ta te m o n o p o l i e s a n d 
c o n t r o l s a re o p e r a t i v e the re a l s o . T h i s e m e r g e s i n p a r t i c u l a r 
f rom Z e n o n ' s j o u r n e y , w h i c h h a s a l l t h e a p p e a r a n c e s of a n official 
t o u r of i n s p e c t i o n even t h o u g h p r i v a t e b u s i n e s s w a s a l s o a p 
p a r e n t l y c o n d u c t e d . A p a r t f r o m t h e s lave t r ade , t h e chief E g y p t i a n 
i m p o r t s m e n t i o n e d a r e g r a i n (espec ia l ly w h e a t ) a n d o i l , a n d p r e 
s u m a b l y a l s o w i n e . H o w e v e r t he e x p o r t of these g o o d s f rom 
P a l e s t i n e a n d the i r i m p o r t i n t o E g y p t w e r e u n d e r t h e s t r ic tes t 
s ta te c o n t r o l , a n d i n o r d e r t o p ro f i t f r o m the e n t e r p r i s e o n e n e e d e d 
to be a h i g h l y p l a c e d official s u c h a s t h e 8101*17x775 A p o l l o n i u s o r 
a n i m m e d i a t e official of h i s l i ke Z e n o n . 6 3 W h a t is r ea l ly t a k i n g 
p l a c e is t h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n of P a l e s t i n i a n a g r i c u l t u r e i n t o 
a g r o b u s i n e s s , c o n t r o l l e d a n d m o n o p o l i z e d by o u t s i d e a g e n c i e s , 
to w h o m the re w a s n o r ecou r se , u n l i k e t h e days of soc ia l i n j u s t i c e 
u n d e r N e h e m i a h a n d the P e r s i a n s (Neh 5:1-13). T h e n a t leas t 
t he s tate r e l i g i o n c o u l d be i n v o k e d i n a n a t t e m p t t o p r e v e n t s m a l l 
l a n d o w n e r s h a v i n g to b a r t e r t he i r l a n d s a n d even t h e i r c h i l d r e n 
to m e e t t ax d e m a n d s a n d h i g h ra tes of i n t e r e s t f r o m fe l low J e w s . 
N o w h o w e v e r n o s u c h sacra l s a n c t i o n s c o u l d be i n v o k e d , a n d a l l 
t h a t r e m a i n e d for t he p e a s a n t s w a s to a c c e p t w h a t e v e r c r u m b s 
the i r fo re ign o v e r l o r d s w e r e w i l l i n g to g r a n t t h e m , s u c h as be t t e r 
l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s a t B e t h A n a t h o r r o y a l p h i l a n t h r o p y i n a h a r d 
year (PSI554). O c c a s i o n a l l y u n d e r a n a t i v e chief s u c h a s J e d d u a 
(PCZ 59018) they c o u l d g ive a f l ee t ing d i s p l a y of i n d e p e n d e n c e , 
o n l y to be c r u s h e d o r a p p e a s e d , b u t w i t h o u t a n y g r e a t e r p o s s i 
b i l i ty of i m p r o v i n g t h e i r e c o n o m i c s i t u a t i o n by s h a r i n g i n t h e 
inc reased p r o d u c t i v i t y a n d o u t p u t of t h e l a n d . 6 4 

Inc reased p r o d u c t i v i t y a n d d ive r s i f i ca t ion c e r t a i n l y a p p e a r 
to h a v e b e e n P t o l e m a i c a g r i c u l t u r a l p o l i c y i n G a l i l e e , a n d n o 
d o u b t e l s ewhe re i n P a l e s t i n e a l s o . I n t h e year 257 B .C .E . , o n l y t w o 
years after Z e n o n ' s vis i t , a r e p o r t by G l a u k i a s , a n o t h e r a g e n t 
of A p o l l o n i u s , re la tes t h a t t h e w i n e of Be th A n a t h is c o m p a r a b l e 
to t h a t f rom t h e i s l a n d of C h i o s — p r e s u m a b l y b e c a u s e t e c h n i q u e s 
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of v i t i c u l t u r e a s w e l l as n e w s t r a i n s of v i n e h a d b e e n i n t r o d u c e d 
the re by A p o l l o n i u s . 6 5 H e n g e l s u r m i s e s t h a t t h i s a t t e m p t to 
i m p r o v e t h e n a t i v e w i n e w a s A p o l l o n i u s ' w a y of c o m p e t i n g w i t h 
t h e i m p o r t of t h e i r o w n n a t i v e w i n e s , p re fe r red by t h e G r e e k 
off ic ials , w h i c h is a m p l y d e m o n s t r a t e d by t h e m a n y G r e e k j a r s 
f o u n d i n t h e m a t e r i a l r e m a i n s of h e l l e n i s t i c P a l e s t i n e . 6 6 G l a u k i a s ' 
r e p o r t m e n t i o n s 80,000 v i n e i n t h e es ta te w h i c h gives s o m e in 
d i c a t i o n of t h e i n t e n s i t y of t h e f a r m i n g . 6 7 W e a l s o h e a r of a l a rge 
we l l b e i n g s u n k a t t h e es ta te , p r e s u m a b l y to m e e t w a t e r s h o r t a g e 
d u r i n g a d r o u g h t , a n d a l s o t o c o u n t e r t h e c o m p l a i n t s of t e n a n t s 
t h a t they c o u l d n o t m e e t t h e i r lease a g r e e m e n t s d u e to fa i lu re of 
t h e fig c r o p t h r o u g h l ack of w a t e r . 6 8 I n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y th i s es ta te 
a l s o p r o d u c e d g r a i n , a n d w e k n o w for c e r t a i n t h a t g r a i n w a s 
t r a n s p o r t e d f r o m G a l i l e e t o S i d o n (PCZ 2 , co l I I I ) , p r e s u m a b l y 
f r o m t h e r o y a l es ta tes , s ince t h e official p r o c e d u r e s for i ts e x p o r t 
to E g y p t w e r e s t r ic t ly c o n t r o l l e d a n d t h e m e r c h a n t s d e a l i n g in 
t h e g r a i n a p p e a r s i m p l y as m i d d l e m e n b e t w e e n t h e loca l officials 
of t h e g o v e r n m e n t a n d the a g e n t s i n E g y p t . 6 9 I n s u c h c i r c u m 
s tances p r i v a t e p ro f i t s w o u l d be m i n i m a l a n d i t is l i t t l e w o n d e r 
t h a t v a r i o u s i n d i v i d u a l s e n g a g e d i n u n d e r h a n d s lave t r ade in 
o r d e r t o i nc r ea se t he i r e a r n i n g s . 7 0 F i n a l l y , w e h e a r of o i l b e i n g 
e x p o r t e d f r o m P a l e s t i n e to E g y p t — a g a i n w i t h r i g i d s ta te c o n 
t ro l s b o t h a t p o i n t s of e x p o r t a n d i m p o r t , d u e to t h e E g y p t i a n 
o i l m o n o p o l y . 7 1 

T h e d ive r s i f i ca t i on of G a l i l e a n a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c e i n h e l l e n 
is t ic t i m e s is f u r t h e r i l l u s t r a t e d f rom o t h e r p a p y r i . A m o n g v a r i o u s 
l is ts of i m p o r t s to E g y p t f rom Syr ia w e r e a d of d r i e d figs, cheese , 
sa l t ed f ish, sea f ish, a l l sor t s of m e a t , h o n e y , p o m e g r a n a t e seeds 
a n d m u s h r o o m s . N o t a l l c o m e f r o m G a l i l e e , o r o n l y f rom there , 
yet t h e u n m i s t a k a b l e i m p r e s s i o n is t h a t the p r o v i n c e w h i c h 
served a s t h e n a t u r a l h i n t e r l a n d for t h e p o r t s of T y r e , S i d o n a n d 
P t o l e m a i s p r o d u c e d m a n y of t h e g o o d s l i s ted i n these e x p o r t 
c a t a l o g u e s . 7 2 A r i c h var ie ty of vege tab les , fodder , h e r b s a n d o t h e r 
p l a n t s a r e f o u n d i n t h e l a te r T a l m u d i c l i t e r a t u r e — a m u c h m o r e 
va r i ed a s s o r t m e n t t h a n o n e f inds i n t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t , a n d o n e 
is j u s t i f i ed i n a c c e p t i n g H e n g e l ' s s u g g e s t i o n , f o l l o w i n g H e i c h e l -
h e i m , t h a t t h e b e g i n n i n g s of s u c h e x p a n s i o n i n f a r m i n g a n d 
g a r d e n i n g m u s t d a t e f rom h e l l e n i s t i c t i m e s . 7 3 I n p a r t i c u l a r 
S t r a b o m e n t i o n s t h a t t he r a r e b a l s a m tree w a s f o u n d in t he 
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G e n n e s a r e t h p l a i n , w h i c h t h u s s h a r e d w i t h J e r i c h o a n d E n g e d d i 
i n t he a l m o s t to ta l m o n o p o l y of t h i s h i g h l y t r e a s u r e d c o m m o d i t y 
i n the a n c i e n t w o r l d . 7 4 N o d o u b t t h i s d ive r s i f i ca t i on a n d e x p l o i t a 
t i o n of t h e n a t u r a l r e sources of G a l i l e e w a s d u e n o t o n l y to t h e 
i n f l u x of o u t s i d e p o p u l a t i o n i n h e l l e n i s t i c t i m e s , b u t a l s o to be t t e r 
t e c h n i q u e s of f a r m i n g a n d i r r i g a t i o n , a s we l l as t h e m o r e s o p h i s 
t ica ted k n o w l e d g e of p l a n t s a n d c l i m a t e w h i c h t h e h e l l e n i s t i c 
m o n a r c h i e s fostered for t h e i r o w n f i n a n c i a l g a i n . 

Rostovtzeff a sks a very p e r t i n e n t q u e s t i o n c o n c e r n i n g t h e 
e x t e n t of the i n f l u e n c e of t h i s t e c h n i c a l k n o w l e d g e o n t h e n a t i v e 
p e a s a n t s i n t he i r s m a l l h o l d i n g s , a s d i s t i n c t f r o m t h e c r o w n 
l a n d s a n d l a rge r e s t a t e s . 7 5 U n f o r t u n a t e l y the re is very l i t t l e h a r d 
ev idence o n w h i c h o n e c o u l d b u i l d a n y h y p o t h e s i s . O n e c a n o n l y 
con j ec tu r e t h a t w h i l e A p o l l o n i u s a n d h i s a g e n t s w e r e c o n c e r n e d 
to m a k e the c o u n t r y as e c o n o m i c a l l y p r o d u c t i v e as p o s s i b l e , t hey 
c o n c e n t r a t e d m a i n l y o n those es ta tes i n w h i c h they h a d p e r s o n a l 
in teres t . At least , t h a t is t he i m p r e s s i o n o n e ge ts , w h i c h m a k e s 
it d i f f icul t to dec ide a t t i m e s w h e t h e r o r n o t they a r e a c t i n g i n 
a n official o r p r i v a t e c a p a c i t y . I n s h o r t , o n e d o e s n o t m e e t a 
g e n e r a l p o l i c y of i m p r o v e m e n t for a l l , c o m p a r a b l e to a m o d e r n 
soc ia l i za t ion p r o g r a m f r o m a c e n t r a l g o v e r n m e n t . If, a s s eems 
l ikely, t he l a rge r t e n a n t f a rmer s of t he r o y a l es ta tes w e r e a t first 
fo re igners r a t h e r t h a n n a t i v e s , 7 6 t h e p roces s of d i s s e m i n a t i o n of 
n e w ideas f rom t h e l a r g e es ta tes to t h e s m a l l e r h o l d i n g s m u s t 
h a v e been s lower a n d w o u l d u l t i m a t e l y be d e p e n d e n t o n t h e 
a s s i m i l a t i o n of fo re ign a n d n a t i v e p o p u l a t i o n s t h r o u g h in t e r 
m a r r i a g e over several g e n e r a t i o n s . As Rostovtzeff wr i t e s , ' T h e 
g e n e r a l i m p r e s s i o n left o n t he s t u d e n t is t h a t t h e es ta tes m a n a g e d 
in the G r e e k m a n n e r r e m a i n e d sca t t e red i s l a n d s i n t h e o r i e n t a l 
sea of s m a l l p e a s a n t h o l d i n g s a n d l a r g e r es ta tes , w h o s e n a t i v e 
o w n e r s h a d the i r o w n t r a d i t i o n a l m e t h o d s of e x p l o i t a t i o n a n d 
c u l t i v a t i o n . ' 7 7 T h e p a r a b l e of t h e sower w i t h h i s o r i e n t a l m e t h o d 
of s c a t t e r i n g t he seed m a y be a s m a l l p i ece of e v i d e n c e to s u b 
s t a n t i a t e t h a t c o n c l u s i o n for t w o c e n t u r i e s l a t e r . 7 8 

T u r n i n g f rom a g r i c u l t u r e to o t h e r a spec t s of i n d u s t r i a l deve l 
o p m e n t , t he re seems to be l i t t le ev idence for a n y l a rge -sca le 
i m p a c t o n life i n G a l i l e e . T h e fish i n d u s t r y is o n e p o s s i b l e ex
c e p t i o n . M e n t i o n of sa l t ed fish o c c u r r e d i n t he Z e n o n p a p y r i a s a n 
e x p o r t f rom S y r i a , 7 9 a n d the c h a n g i n g of t he n a m e of M a g d a l a 
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to T a r i c h a e a is g e n e r a l l y a s soc i a t ed w i t h th i s d e v e l o p m e n t i n 
P t o l e m a i c t i m e s . 8 0 Of c o u r s e b o t h J o s e p h u s a n d t h e N e w T e s t a 
m e n t g ive a m p l e w i t n e s s t o t h e c o n t i n u e d i m p o r t a n c e of th i s 
i n d u s t r y a l o n g t h e s h o r e s of t h e Sea of G a l i l e e (War 3:508. 520; 
Life 165ff.; Mk. 1:16-20; Mt. 17:27; Lk 5 :1-11; Jn 21). H o w e v e r , 
as Rostovtzeff p o i n t s o u t , f i s h i n g t e c h n i q u e s were h i g h l y de
v e l o p e d a l r e a d y i n c lass ica l t imes , as is ev idenced by the v a r i o u s 
t rea t ises o n t h e m a t t e r f r o m Ar i s to t l e a n d o t h e r s , a n d the r ise of 
t h e h e l l e n i s t i c m o n a r c h i e s w a s n o t l ike ly to b r i n g a b o u t a n y 
la rge-sca le c h a n g e s . W h a t w a s n e w h o w e v e r , w a s t h e m e t h o d s 
of p r e s e r v a t i o n a n d m a r k e t i n g , a n d w e h a v e p o s i t i v e ev idence 
f r o m E g y p t of h o w th i s w a s c o n t r o l l e d by a la rge-sca le en te r 
p r i s e , e i t h e r a r o y a l c o n c e r n o r o n e m a n a g e d by the h o l d e r of a 
gift es ta te . A c c o r d i n g to t h e d o c u m e n t i n q u e s t i o n (P. Teb 701) 
w e see t h a t t h e k i n g o r h o l d e r of t h e es ta te m a d e a l a r g e a m o u n t 
of p ro f i t , w h e r e a s t h e f i s h e r m e n m a d e very l i t t l e . A c c o r d i n g to 
a n o t h e r sys tem m e n t i o n e d i n t h e s a m e d o c u m e n t t h e f i s h i n g 
r i g h t s w e r e f a r m e d o u t a t a very h i g h r a t e of b e t w e e n th i r t y a n d 
forty p e r c e n t of t h e to t a l c a t c h , w h i c h s h o w s o n c e m o r e the t i g h t 
s t a te c o n t r o l of a l l a spec t s of t h e E g y p t i a n e c o n o m y . 8 1 P r e s u m a b l y 
s i m i l a r c o n d i t i o n s o b t a i n e d i n P a l e s t i n e a l s o . I n fact J o s e p h u s 
m e n t i o n s o n e spec ies of f ish f o u n d i n t h e Sea of G a l i l e e , t he 
eoraein, w h i c h w a s p r i m a r i l y k n o w n f rom t h e N i l e i n E g y p t a n d 
t h e l akes a r o u n d A l e x a n d r i a (War 3 :520) . 8 2 T h i s s l i g h t i n d i c a t i o n 
m a y be a p o i n t e r t h a t i n fact t h e w a t e r s of t h e l ake we re re -s tocked 
as p a r t of a g o v e r n m e n t f i sher ies ' p o l i c y . A t a l l even ts , g i v e n 
t h i s ove ra l l s t a te of affairs r e l a t ed to t h e fish i n d u s t r y , i t is u n l i k e l y 
t h a t s m a l l G a l i l e a n f i s h e r m e n w o u l d p ro f i t f rom t h e n e w m a r k e t s 
a n d be t t e r t e c h n i q u e s of p r e s e r v a t i o n , even if these were ca r r i ed 
o u t o n s u c h a scale t h a t o n e of t h e o l d e r s e t t l e m e n t s a l o n g the 
lake front, M a g d a l a , received a Greek n a m e from the n e w indust ry . 

A n o t h e r i n d u s t r i a l d e v e l o p m e n t w h i c h a p p e a r s to h a v e t aken 
p l a c e i n G a l i l e e i n h e l l e n i s t i c t i m e s is t he e m e r g e n c e of a g lass-
m a k i n g i n d u s t r y . P l i n y (Nat. Hist. 36,191) a t t r i b u t e s t h e d e v e l o p 
m e n t of t h e a r t of g l a s s b l o w i n g to t h e P h o e n i c i a n s i n t h e 1st 
c e n t u r y B .C .E . , t he r eby r e p l a c i n g o l d e r f o r m s of t h e a r t s u c h as 
u se of m o u l d s o r h e w i n g o u t of so l id b l o c k s of cas t g lass i n i m i t a 
t i o n of m e t a l w a r e , m e t h o d s t h a t h a d b e e n u sed i n E g y p t for 
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c e n t u r i e s . H o w e v e r , even before t h e d i scovery of t h e n e w tech
n i q u e s , E g y p t i a n g l a s s w a r e s h o w e d d i s t i n c t s i g n s of n e w v i t a l i ty 
i n t he h e l l e n i s t i c a g e , e spec ia l ly i n t e r m s of g o l d o r n a m e n t a 
t i o n . 8 3 W h a t is of spec ia l in te res t is t h a t t h e p l a i n of Acco o n t h e 
b o r d e r s of G a l i l e e p r o v i d e d t h e r a w m a t e r i a l for t h i s i n d u s t r y , 
w i t h its v i t r e o u s s a n d m e n t i o n e d by b o t h S t r a b o a n d J o s e p h u s 
(Geographica X V I , 2, 25. 35; War 2:190f.), i n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n i t 
is i n t e r e s t i n g to n o t e t h a t r ecen t e x c a v a t i o n s a t T e l A n a f a i n 
U p p e r G a l i l e e h a v e u n e a r t h e d l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s of g l a s s w a r e — 
pieces of 80 vessels i n a l l — d a t i n g f rom the m i d d l e of t h e 2 n d 
c e n t u r y B .C .E . S u c h a q u a n t i t y of r e m a i n s for a p e r i o d before t h e 
i n v e n t i o n of g l a s s - b l o w i n g is a r a r e d i scovery , s ince n o r m a l l y 
o n l y a few pieces a re f o u n d o n h e l l e n i s t i c si tes for t h e ea r l i e r 
p e r i o d . After t h e year 50 B .C .E . t h e m a r k e t w a s f looded w i t h 
b l o w n g lass a n d T a l m u d i c ev idence s h o w s t h a t i t w a s re la t ive ly 
f r equen t i n P a l e s t i n e a t a l a t e r p e r i o d a l s o . Yet , t he r e is n o t a 
s i n g l e t race of b l o w n g la s s a t T e l A n a f a ! 8 4 T h e o n l y feasible 
c o n c l u s i o n w o u l d seem to be t h a t i t w a s as a c e n t e r of t h e g l a s s i n 
d u s t r y a t a n ea r l i e r p e r i o d , p r o b a b l y u n d e r t h e i n f l u e n c e of 
P h o e n i c i a n a n d E g y p t i a n c r a f t s m e n , b u t t h a t s u b s e q u e n t l y t h e 
t o w n d e c l i n e d for o t h e r r e a s o n s , a n d d i d n o t c o n t i n u e i n t o H a s 
m o n a e a n a n d R o m a n t i m e s as t h e t h r i v i n g m e t r o p o l i s i t h a d 
b e e n . 8 5 Never the le s s , t h e p r e s e n c e of s u c h a n i n d u s t r i a l c e n t e r 
i n th i s fair ly r e m o t e p a r t of U p p e r G a l i l e e d u r i n g P t o l e m a i c 
t imes is i n d i c a t i v e of h o w w i d e s p r e a d a n d d ivers i f ied h e l l e n i s t i c 
in f luences w e r e o n th i s r e la t ive ly r u r a l o u t p o s t of E g y p t i a n 
te r r i tory . 

T h e s e a re the o n l y e x a m p l e s of ea r ly h e l l e n i s t i c i n d u s t r i a l i z a 
t i o n to be f o u n d i n G a l i l e e i n t h e l i t e ra ry r e c o r d s o r m a t e r i a l 
r e m a i n s . W h i l e t h i s i n itself d o e s n o t a l l o w u s to d r a w f i rm c o n 
c l u s i o n s , it c a n be seen t h a t o n t h e w h o l e i t w a s p e r i p h e r a l t o t h e 
l ives of t h e c o u n t r y p e o p l e a n d w a s l ike ly t o h a v e r e m a i n e d so . 
T h e d e v e l o p m e n t of s u c h a n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e as t h e l a k e a n d i ts 
fish m i g h t h a v e b e e n e x p e c t e d to b r i n g a d v a n t a g e s to a s izable 
p a r t of t h e p o p u l a t i o n , b u t f rom w h a t w e k n o w of t h e c o n t r o l s 
t h a t were exerc i sed o n t h e fish i n d u s t r y e l s e w h e r e a n d t h e f a r m i n g 
o u t of f i s h i n g r i g h t s t o m i d d l e m e n a t h i g h ra tes , i t w a s c lea r 
t h a t a n y a d v a n t a g e s a c c r u i n g f r o m be t t e r m a r k e t i n g faci l i t ies 
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w o u l d b e b e y o n g t h e r e a c h of t h e a v e r a g e G a l i l e a n . I t is i n th i s 
a r e a of t h e l a k e f ron t t h a t w e a r e l ike ly to f i nd t h e m o s t t h r i v i n g 
c o m m e r c i a l life a n d t h e g rea te s t c o n c e n t r a t i o n of o u t s i d e r s . Fo r 
t he p e a s a n t s of t h e i n t e r i o r t h e i m p a c t o n t he i r l ives of the m o r e 
i n t e n s i v e a n d c o m m e r c i a l i z e d f a r m i n g w a s of g rea t e r s ign i f i cance . 
N o d o u b t t h e f a m i l i a l a r t s a n d crafts s u c h as s p i n n i n g a n d weav
i n g for w h i c h t h e G a l i l e a n w o m e n a r e p r a i s e d i n the T a l m u d 
a r e t h e su rv iva l of l o c a l , i n d i g e n o u s n o n - c o m m e r c i a l i n d u s t r y , 
a s p a r t of t h e eve ryday life of r u r a l p e o p l e . 8 6 

(i i) The Distribution of Wealth 

O n s u r v e y i n g these v a r i o u s e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t s i n G a l i l e e 
i n h e l l e n i s t i c t i m e s o n e i m p o r t a n t fact e m e r g e s — the inc reased 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s w e r e c lea r ly to t h e a d v a n t a g e of t h e few r a t h e r t h a n 
t h e m a n y . I t is t r u e of c o u r s e t h a t p e a s a n t e c o n o m i e s a r e a l w a y s 
s l o w t o reflect w i d e r e c o n o m i c g r o w t h p rec i se ly because t h e 
p e a s a n t r u n s h i s f a r m o n c o n s i d e r a t i o n s o t h e r t h a n f i n a n c i a l — 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s s u c h a s f a m i l y loya l ty a n d f a i th fu lness to ances t r a l 
w a y s . 8 7 A l ack of in t e res t i n t h e p u r e l y c o m m e r c i a l a spec t s of 
r u n n i n g a f a r m t e n d s to m a k e h i m o b l i v i o u s to c h a n g i n g eco
n o m i c a n d i n d u s t r i a l p a t t e r n s . A d h e r e n c e to o l d w ay s r a t h e r 
t h a n e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n o r a d a p t a t i o n b e c o m e s t h e h a l l m a r k of 
t h e p e a s a n t ' s ex i s t ence i n every a s p e c t of life. I n s u r v e y i n g the 
q u e s t i o n of l a n d o w n e r s h i p i n G a l i l e e w e h a v e a r g u e d t h a t s m a l l 
l a n d o w n e r s s o m e h o w m a n a g e d to su rv ive t h e v a r i o u s soc ia l a n d 
e c o n o m i c c h a n g e s t h a t o c c u r r e d t he re t h r o u g h o u t the p e r i o d of 
o u r survey . I n so fa r a s t h i s is a n a c c u r a t e a s s e s s m e n t of t h e s i tua 
t i o n i t is o n l y r e a s o n a b l e to e x p e c t t h e g e n e r a l o u t l i n e of p e a s a n t 
e c o n o m i c s to be ver i f ied t he re a l s o . S h e r w i n - W h i t e h a s a s tu te ly 
r e m a r k e d t h a t t h e r e is o n e o b v i o u s di f ference b e t w e e n t h e socia l 
w o r l d of t h e G o s p e l s o n t h e o n e h a n d a n d Acts of t he Apos t l e s 
o n t h e o t h e r . T h i s d i f ference c o n c e r n s t he a b s e n c e of a n y m i d d l e -
c lass i n t h e g o s p e l s ' b a c k g r o u n d a s d i s t i n c t f r o m the p i c t u r e i n 
Acts w h e r e w e m e e t t h e t r aders , c r a f t s m e n a n d o t h e r officials of 
t h e h e l l e n i s t i c c i t i e s . 8 8 S u c h a n o b s e r v a t i o n based o n t h e w o r l d 
of G a l i l e e as ref lected i n t h e G o s p e l s ag rees r a t h e r we l l w i t h t h e 
l a r g e r p i c t u r e w e a r e a b l e to r e c o n s t r u c t f r o m o t h e r sources . 
W e m u s t br ief ly e x a m i n e t hose factors w h i c h c o n t r o l l e d the 
d i s t r i b u t i o n of w e a l t h t he r e before a t t e m p t i n g to o u t l i n e t he 
r e s u l t i n g soc ia l s t r a t i f i ca t ion w i t h i n t h e a rea . 
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F o r t h e ea r l i e r p e r i o d of P t o l e m a i c a n d S e l e u c i d d o m i n a t i o n 
i t is o b v i o u s t h a t t h e r ea l sou rces of p r o d u c t i v e w e a l t h w e r e i n 
the h a n d s of fo re igne r s a n d the i n c r e a s e d p r o s p e r i t y of G a l i l e e 
i nev i t ab ly fell i n t o t h e h a n d s of t h e few. T h e s ta te m o n o p o l i e s 
a n d c o n t r o l of t h e e x p o r t s of a l l e s sen t i a l p r o d u c e s u c h as w h e a t , 
w i n e , o i l a n d fish e n s u r e d t h a t t he r e w a s very l i t t l e r o o m for t h e 
e n t e r p r i s i n g n a t i v e w h o m i g h t try h i s h a n d i n e x p l o i t i n g t h e 
l a rger m a r k e t s . T h e u n d e r c o v e r ac t iv i ty i n t h e s lave t r ade of 
H e r a c l e t u s t h e c o a c h m a n of PSI406 a n d h i s c o l l e a g u e s is i n d i c a 
tive of t h e lack of rea l c o m m e r c i a l p o s s i b i l t i e s t h a t t h e w h o l e 
n e w s i t u a t i o n offered for a l l b u t t h o s e c o n t r o l l i n g t h e r o y a l 
m o n o p o l i e s a n d t h e i r i m m e d i a t e a g e n t s . 8 9 T h e r i se of i n d i g e n o u s 
a r i s toc racy u n d e r H a s m o n a e a n a n d l a te r H e r o d i a n c o n t r o l d i d 
n o t l ead to a n y g r a t e r d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n of t h e n a t i v e r e sou rce s of 
w e a l t h . T r u e , J o h n of G i s c h a l a fits t h e c a t e g o r y of o p p o r t u n i s t i c 
e n t r e p r e n e u r r a t h e r t h a n a r i s t o c r a t i c l a n d o w n e r . B u t h e m a y 
we l l h a v e b e e n the e x c e p t i o n w h o w a s a b l e to e x p l o i t t he p r o x 
i m i t y of h i s n a t i v e a rea to t h e l a r g e c o m m e r c i a l c e n t e r of T y r e , 
a l l h i s p i e t i s t i c p r o t e s t a t i o n s n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g . C e r t a i n l y t h e 
s i t u a t i o n reflected a t T i b e r i a s d o e s n o t d i s p r o v e t h i s c o n t e n t i o n , 
s ince the H e r o d i a n a r i s toc racy of t h a t t o w n o w e d t h e i r w e a l t h 
to the i r l a n d r a t h e r t h a n to c o m m e r c i a l o r o t h e r b u s i n e s s o c c u p a 
t i o n (cf. Life 33). Al l th i s is n o t m e a n t to c o m p l e t e l y e x c l u d e 
s m a l l , b u t successful bus ines se s , e spec i a l ly i n t h e t o w n s a l o n g 
the l ake sho re , a n d a t t h e l a rge r cen te r s i n l a n d ; t he n e e d for serv
ices o t h e r t h a n a g r i c u l t u r a l l a b o r m u s t h a v e ex i s ted , even w h e n 
the m e a n s of p r o d u c t i o n we re i n t h e h a n d s of t he few. I n s u c h 
s i t u a t i o n s t hose m e m b e r s of t h e p e a s a n t r y w h o c o u l d f ind loca l 
e m p l o y m e n t e i t he r i n r e l a t i o n to t h e fish i n d u s t r y o r as sk i l l ed 
a r t i s a n s of o n e k i n d o r a n o t h e r w o u l d s t i l l be u n d e r e n o r m o u s 
p r e s s u r e to r e t a i n t he i r p e a s a n t a s s o c i a t i o n s . W e s h a l l h a v e 
o c c a s i o n to r e t u r n to t h i s r u r a l p r o l e t a r i a t l a te r . H e r e w e w a n t 
to stress t h a t a t n o t i m e i n G a l i l e e ' s h i s t o r y d o w e f ind t races of 
the o u t s i d e p o l i t i c a l a g e n t s w h o m i g h t h a v e b e e n i n s t r u m e n t a l 
i n i n i t i a t i n g w i d e s p r e a d e c o n o m i c r e f o r m o r c h a n g e i n t h e soc ia l 
fabr ic of life t h e r e . 9 0 Q o h e l e t h ' s o b s e r v a t i o n a b o u t t h e a r i s toc racy 
of h i s o w n d a y c o n t i n u e d to r i n g t rue . N o m a t t e r w h a t s t e p of t h e 
l adde r o n e h a d r e a c h e d t he re w a s a l w a y s s o m e o n e h i g h e r , a 
s i t u a t i o n w h i c h m a d e life e s sen t i a l ly u n s t a b l e , if n o t p r e c a r i o u s . 
Even A n t i p a s c o u l d be d e p r i v e d of h i s p o s s e s s i o n s , a n d b e n e v o 
lence to the d e p r i v e d d o e s n o t d o m i n a t e i n s u c h a s i t u a t i o n . 
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O t h e r factors a l s o d e t e r m i n e d t h e e c o n o m i c rea l i t i es of G a l i l e a n 
life for t h e p e r i o d u n d e r d i s c u s s i o n . L a c k of a n y l o n g - t e r m 
p l a n n i n g left t h e p e a s a n t f a r m e r o p e n to t h e vaga r i e s of t h e 
s e a s o n s a n d t h e u n c e r t a i n t i e s of t h e m a r k e t s . 9 1 J o s e p h u s records 
a n u m b e r of i n s t a n c e s w h e n o n e b a d ha rves t c rea ted g r e a t p h y s i c a l 
h a r d s h i p a n d e c o n o m i c d i sas te r for t h e p e o p l e (Ant. 14:28; 
15:299f. 365; 16:64; 18:8; 20:101). T a l m u d i c ev idence c o n f i r m s 
t h e p i c t u r e for s i t u a t i o n s after 70 C .E . (b. Ta'an 24b; b. Ketub 97; 
b. Ta'an 19bf.; cf. Ac 11:27-30). I n s u c h c i r c u m s t a n c e s t o w n s 
p e o p l e w e r e l i a b l e t o be even w o r s e off t h a n t hose i n t h e c o u n t r y , 
b u t for e i t he r , relief f r o m t h e r u l i n g a u t h o r i t y w a s o n l y t e m p o r a r y 
a n d the e s sen t i a l l y u n s t a b l e s i t u a t i o n w a s l ike ly to reasser t itself 
a t a n y t i m e . J o s e p h u s p a i n t s a p a r t i c u l a r l y g r u e s o m e p i c t u r e of 
p e o p l e even b e i n g d e p r i v e d of c l o t h i n g b e c a u s e of t he fa i lu re 
of f locks a n d w i t h o u t t h e seeds for t h e n e x t yea r ' s p l a n t i n g (Ant. 
15:310. 302f.). H e r o d , for a l l h i s b r u t a l i t y i n o t h e r sphe re s , seems 
to h a v e b e e n sens i t ive t o t h e needs of h i s sub jec t s i n s u c h c i r c u m 
s tances , even a l l o w i n g for t h e p r o - H e r o d i a n sou rce of J o s e p h u s 
a n d H e r o d ' s o w n des i r e to i n g r a t i a t e h imse l f w i t h h i s a l i e n a t e d 
sub jec t s . I n p a r t i c u l a r t h e tax-rel ief of 20 B .C .E . i n w h i c h h e 
r e m i t t e d o n e t h i r d of t h e taxes of t h e p e o p l e of h i s k i n g d o m 
' u n d e r p r e t e x t of l e t t i n g t h e m recover f rom a p e r i o d of lack of 
c r o p s ' (Ant 15:365), s eems to h a v e b e e n p r o m p t e d by a t t i t u d e s 
of d i s s e n t a m o n g b o t h c o u n t r y a n d t o w n s p e o p l e , w h i c h m a y be 
in fe r red f r o m t h e o t h e r h a r s h m e a s u r e s o u t l i n e d i n t h a t c o n t e x t . 
S u c h c o n c e s s i o n s o n l y serve t o u n d e r l i n e t h e ba s i c p r o b l e m s of 
t h e p e a s a n t , a s c a n be i l l u s t r a t e d for a l a te r p e r i o d w h e n t h e 
J e w i s h l eaders a p p e a l to P e t r o n i u s i n t h e case of t h e s t a t ue of 
G a i u s C a l i g u l a to be e rec ted i n t h e t e m p l e a t J e r u s a l e m . T h e i r 
fear w a s t h a t t h e a g r i c u l t u r a l s t r ike of t h e ( G a l i l e a n ? ) p e a s a n t s 
w o u l d l e a d to a h a r v e s t of b a n d i t r y ' because t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s 
of t r i b u t e c o u l d n o t b e m e t ' (Ant. 18:274). I n o t h e r w o r d s , a 
l a r g e p a r t of t h e f ru i t s of t h e p e a s a n t s ' l a b o r w e n t t o o t h e r s a n d 
a n y d i s r u p t i o n of t h i s o n l y served to m a k e h i s p o s i t i o n st i l l 
m o r e p r e c a r i o u s . 9 2 A l t e r n a t i v e l y , t h e s m a l l e r p e a s a n t w a s n o t 
a b l e t o m a k e t h e m o s t of t h e e c o n o m i c pos s ib i l i t i e s of a g o o d 
year , s ince t h e m a r k e t w a s o v e r - s u p p l i e d a n d p r i ce s f l uc tua t ed 
c o n s i d e r a b l y to t h e a d v a n t a g e of t h e m o r e w e a l t h y l a n d o w n e r s 
w h o s e m a r g i n of p r o f i t d i d n o t n e e d to be so g r e a t . 9 3 
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Besides t he n a t u r a l h a z a r d s of c l i m a t e a n d t h e r e s u l t i n g f luc
t u a t i o n of t he m a r k e t , t h e G a l i l e a n p e a s a n t h a d to c o n t e n d w i t h 
t he m o r e s e r ious p r o b l e m of c o n s t a n t w a r s w i t h a l l t h e r e s u l t i n g 
evils for t h e n a t i v e i n h a b i t a n t s . As h a s a l r e a d y e m e r g e d f rom 
o u r survey of t h e h i s t o r y of G a l i l e e t h e a r e a w a s a ba t t l e f i e ld 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e of o u r p e r i o d , w i t h a few n o t a b l e e x c e p 
t i ons , e.g. d u r i n g t h e r e i g n of A n t i p a s a n d a g a i n a t t h e e n d of 
o u r p e r i o d after t h e w a r of 67 C .E . T h i s w a s n o t necessa r i ly d u e 
to t h e fact t h a t t h e G a l i l e a n s w e r e a n y m o r e r e b e l l i o u s o r m i l i t a n t 
t h a n t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of o t h e r a r eas — a fact w e s h a l l e x a m i n e i n 
g rea te r de t a i l l a t e r — b u t r a t h e r b e c a u s e i t d i d r e p r e s e n t a h o 
m o g e n o u s a n d to s o m e d e g r e e i n d e p e n d e n t a r e a a t o n e of t h e 
m a j o r c ros s roads b e w e e n eas t a n d wes t . T h e effects of t h i s cr iss
c r o s s i n g of G a l i l e e by o p p o s i n g a r m i e s f r o m t h e d a y s of A n t i 
o c h u s I I I t o V e s p a s i a n w a s to m a k e f u r t h e r d e m a n d s o n t h e 
a l r eady o v e r e x t e n d e d r e sou rces of t h e c o u n t r y p e o p l e of t h e 
p r o v i n c e , to t h e p o i n t w h e r e m a n y of t h e m w e r e forced i n t o 
s lavery. T h e Z e n o n p a p y r i a l r e a d y testify t o a t h r i v i n g s lave 
t rade b e t w e e n P a l e s t i n e a n d E g y p t , s o m e l e g i t i m a t e a n d s o m e 
coun te r fe i t . N o d o u b t G a l i l e a n s f igu re a m o n g t h e c a p t i v e s , 
s ee ing t h a t P t o l e m a i c officials i n c l u d e d t h e a r e a i n t h e i r t o u r 
of i n s p e c t i o n of r oya l es ta tes . L a t e r w e h e a r of P h i l o t e r i a a n d 
S c y t h o p o l i s p r o v i d i n g A n t i o c h u s w i t h a d e q u a t e s u p p l i e s for h i s 
a r m y i n t he c a m p a i g n s of t h e f o u r t h a n d fifth S y r i a n W a r s . T h e 
He fz ibah i n s c r i p t i o n s f r o m t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d of S c y t h o p o l i s 
s h o w t h a t t h e b i l l e t i n g of so ld ie r s a m o n g t h e v i l l ages w a s a 
c o n s t a n t t h r e a t for t h e c o u n t r y p e o p l e of t h a t a r e a . M u c h la te r 
t he decrees of C a e s a r offer r e sp i t e f r o m t h i s d r e a d e d b u r d e n (Ant. 
14.202) . 9 4 A t leas t s o m e G a l i l e a n s c h o s e t o a b a n d o n t h e i r pose s -
s ions r a t h e r t h a n suffer h a r a s s m e n t f r o m t h e i r n e i g h b o r s i n 
the S y r i a n t o w n s of t h e coas t after t he r e f o r m of A n t i o c h u s IV 
(1 Mace. 5:15), yet t h e i n t e r i o r of G a l i l e e c o n t i n u e d to be t h e 
b a t t l e g r o u n d for t he e m e r g i n g H a s m o n a e a n s a n d success ive 
Sy r i an p r e t e n d e r s t h r o u g h o u t t h e 2 n d c e n t u r y B .C .E . T h e r e s p i t e 
w a s shor t - l ived , s ince t he H a s m o n a e a n A r i s t o b u l u s I I a n d l a te r 
h i s s o n A n t i g o n u s m a d e G a l i l e e t he base of o p e r a t i o n i n t he i r 
a t t e m p t s t o r e c a p t u r e t h e i r k i n g d o m . T h i r t y t h o u s a n d m e n 
f rom T a r i c h a e a e w e r e so ld i n t o s lavery by C a s s i u s after Crassus* 
defeat a t C a r r h a e i n 53 B .C .E . I n H e r o d ' s s t r u g g l e s a g a i n s t 
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A n t i g o n u s w e h e a r of G a l i l e e (as we l l a s o t h e r p a r t s ) s u p p l y i n g 
h i s a r m y w i t h p r o v i s i o n s a n d w i n t e r q u a r t e r s for t h e R o m a n 
t r o o p s (Ant. 14:411.414; cf. 408). O n t h e d e a t h of H e r o d the 
d i s t u r b a n c e s a t S e p p h o r i s c a u s e d the e n s l a v e m e n t of m a n y of i ts 
i n h a b i t a n t s (Ant. 17:289). O n several o c c a s i o n s w e h e a r of J o 
s e p h u s ' o r d e r s t o t h e G a l i l e a n s t o a s s e m b l e u n d e r a r m s with 
provisions (Life 212.242), t h u s i n d i c a t i n g t h a t t h e G a l i l e a n 
p e a s a n t even a t t h a t l a te p e r i o d , s t o o d to lose a lo t of h i s h a r d -
e a r n e d food s u p p l i e s if h e b e c a m e e m b r o i l e d i n m i l i t a r y a c t i o n . 
E l s e w h e r e J o s e p h u s i n t i m a t e s t h a t i n o r g a n i z i n g t h e r a t h e r 
f ree - f lowing a r m y of G a l i l e a n r e g u l a r s , ha l f t h e m a l e force of 
e a c h a r ea w a s e n g a g e d i n s u p p l y i n g p r o v i s i o n s w h i l e t h e o t h e r 
ha l f m a d e r e a d y for t h e i m p e n d i n g s t r u g g l e (War 2:584). L i t t l e 
w o n d e r t h a t t h e f a r m i n g s tock f r o m t h e G i s c h a l a n e i g h b o r h o o d 
w e r e a n y t h i n g b u t a n x i o u s for a c t i o n , b e i n g m u c h m o r e c o n 
c e r n e d for t h e i r c r o p s (War 4:84). T h e R o m a n r e d u c t i o n of t he 
p r o v i n c e d u r i n g t h e r evo l t of 66-67 C .E . w a s r u t h l e s s a n d u n -
d i s c r i m i n a t i n g . A s c o r c h e d e a r t h p o l i c y terr i f ied t he c o u n t r y -
p e o p l e a n d t h o s e r e s i s t i n g w e r e so ld i n s lavery to w o r k a t C o r i n t h 
after t h e f ina l r e d u c t i o n of T a r i c h a e a e . W h e n o n e a d d s to t h i s 
c a t a l o g u e t h e h a z a r d s f r o m b a n d i t r y i n b o r d e r a r e a s 9 5 f rom the 
d a y s of H e r o d to t h e J e w i s h R e v o l t , i t b e c o m e s a p p a r e n t t h a t t he 
e c o n o m i c p o s i t i o n of t h e G a l i l e a n p e a s a n t w a s a n y t h i n g b u t 
secure . T h e c o u n t r y a r ea b e t w e e n P t o l e m a i s a n d S e p p h o r i s w a s 
p a r t i c u l a r l y v u l n e r a b l e , i t w o u l d a p p e a r , b u t a l l a l i k e m u s t h a v e 
l ived i n c o n s t a n t d a n g e r of h a v i n g t he i r p o s s e s s i o n s seized, the i r 
h o m e s d e s t r o y e d a n d t h e i r l ibe r ty t a k e n f r o m t h e m , c a u g h t as 
they w e r e b e t w e e n o p p o s i n g p o l i t i c a l forces f rom o u t s i d e over 
w h i c h they h a d n o c o n t r o l . 

I t is g e n e r a l l y r e c o g n i z e d t h a t t he i n t r o d u c t i o n of m o n e y 
e n o r m o u s l y i n c r e a s e d t h e p o s s i b i l t i e s for t r a d e i n the a n c i e n t 
w o r l d . S u r p l u s e s c o u l d be e x p o r t e d a n d a c h i e v e a be t te r m a r g i n 
of p ro f i t for t h e i r p r o d u c e r s , a n d they i n t u r n we re c a p a b l e of 
m u c h m o r e f l ex ib i l i ty i n c o m m e r c i a l e n t e r p r i s e s , s ince t he ba r t e r 
sys t em necess i t a t ed d e a l i n g a t a fair ly loca l level a n d over a 
l i m i t e d r a n g e of g o o d s . H o w e v e r , i t is d o u b t f u l if t h e m o r e ex
tens ive u s e of m o n e y as a m e d i u m of e x c h a n g e i n he l l en i s t i c 
a n d R o m a n t i m e s b r o u g h t a n y rea l a d v a n t a g e s to the G a l i l e a n 
p e a s a n t . F r o m t h e Z e n o n p a p y r i w e see t h a t m o n e y r a t h e r t h a n 
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bar t e r w a s m o r e u s u a l , b u t t he fact t h a t t h e s ta te h a d s u c h a t i g h t 
m o n o p o l y o n t h e e s sen t i a l p r o d u c e of G a l i l e e — w h e a t , w i n e , 
a n d o i l — m e a n t t h a t t h e t r ade r s h a d n o d i r ec t access to t h e p r o 
duce r s , a n d t h e p e a s a n t s , r a t h e r t h a n a t t e m p t i n g to b a r g a i n for 
be t te r p r i ces , w o u l d h a v e h a d to r e l i n q u i s h t h e i r s u r p l u s i n t axes 
o r t r i b u t e to t h e g o v e r n m e n t , a s w e see h a p p e n i n g a t B e t h A n a t h . 
T h e fact t h a t t h e H a s m o n a e a n S i m o n w a s a l l o w e d to s t r ike h i s 
o w n c o i n a g e w a s seen as a g r e a t s t e p f o r w a r d i n t h e t h r u s t t o w a r d s 
a n i n d e p e n d e n t s ta te , a n d m i g h t h a v e b e e n e x p e c t e d to e v e n t u a l l y 
inc rease t he e c o n o m i c o p p o r t u n i t i e s for a l l w h o w e r e p a r t of t h e 
n e w s ta te (1 Mace. 15:6). H o w e v e r , e c o n o m i c a n d soc ia l r ea l i t i e s 
u s u a l l y o u t w e i g h n a t i o n a l a n d r e l i g i o u s loya l t i e s . T h e e x p e n s e 
of m a i n t a i n i n g a ful l -scale a r m y for J o h n H y r c a n u s * a n d A l e x a n 
der J a n n a e u s * w a r s of e x p a n s i o n m e a n t t h a t m o n e y , n o t j u s t 
t i thes , w a s r e q u i r e d to k e e p m e r c e n a r i e s h a p p y a n d t h i s m u s t 
h a v e p u t a severe s t r a i n o n t h e r e sources of t h e p e o p l e , t o w n a n d 
c o u n t r y a l i k e . T h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e p e r i o d of o u r i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
T y r i a n c o i n a g e r e m a i n e d by far t h e m o s t p o p u l a r c u r r e n c y i n 
P a l e s t i n e a n d th i s i n d i c a t e s t h a t f i n a n c i a l r a t h e r t h a n n a t i o n a l 
in teres ts p r eva i l ed . T h e n e w n a t i v e a n d h e l l e n i z e d a r i s t oc racy 
of t he H a s m o n a e a n s ta te d i d n o t a l l o w r e l i g i o u s a f f i l i a t ions to 
c o n t r o l the i r l ives to t he p o i n t t h a t a s t ab le a n d h i g h l y r e spec ted 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l c u r r e n c y w o u l d be a b a n d o n e d for a n a t i v e o n e 
t h a t c o u l d n o t c o m m a n d the s a m e c o n f i d e n c e a n d w a s sub jec t t o 
f l u c t u a t i o n as a r e su l t of factors o u t s i d e t he i r c o n t r o l . I n d e e d , 
so p o w e r f u l w a s th i s c o n s i d e r a t i o n t ha t , a s is we l l k n o w n , T y r i a n 
c o i n a g e b e c a m e t h e ' m o n e y of t h e s a n c t u a r y ' to t h e e n d of t h e 
T e m p l e p e r i o d , d e s p i t e t h e sens i t iv i ty of J e w s c o n c e r n i n g t he i r 
o w n c o i n a g e a t t he p e r i o d s of t h e t w o revo l t s a g a i n s t R o m e . 9 6 

T h e r e w o u l d seem t h e n to be l i t t l e l i k e l i h o o d of t h e p o o r e r 
c o u n t r y p e o p l e b e i n g a b l e to b r e a k o u t of t h e i r d e p r i v e d c o n d i t i o n 
t h r o u g h t h e pos s ib i l i t i e s t h a t t h e w i d e r u s e of m o n e y c rea ted . 
W h a t e v e r l i m i t e d a m o u n t they m i g h t e a r n as l a b o r e r s o r o b t a i n 
t h r o u g h t r a d i n g a t loca l m a r k e t s w a s q u i c k l y e a t e n u p w i t h l i t t l e 
c h a n c e for i n v e s t m e n t o r e x p a n s i o n . T h e m e n t i o n of a n agor-
anomos a t T i b e r i a s c o n t r o l l i n g t h e m a r k e t , a n d trapezai a n d 
archeai a t S e p p h o r i s for t he m o n e y c h a n g e r s a n d l e n d e r s a r e 
m e r e p a s s i n g i n d i c a t i o n s of t h e h a r s h rea l i t i e s of p e a s a n t e c o n o m 
ics in G a l i l e e . T o l l fees h a d to be p a i d for t h e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
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of g o o d s f r o m o n e d i s t r i c t t o a n o t h e r — Lev i of C a p h e r n a u m is 
a r e m i n d e r of t h a t fact for G a l i l e e (ML 9:9) — so t h a t the re w a s 
l i t t l e i n c e n t i v e for ' t h e s m a l l m a n ' to g o i n sea rch of be t te r 
m a r k e t s . 9 7 N o d o u b t J e w i s h c o m m u n i t i e s i n s u c h cen te rs as 
T y r e o r Caesa r ea P h i l i p p i (cf. Life 74f.) w o u l d h a v e pre fe r red a n d 
even s o u g h t o u t g o o d s t h a t w e r e p r o d u c e d i n Eretz Is rael , b u t even 
t h e n it w a s s u c h o p p o r t u n i s t s a n d m i d d l e m e n as J o h n of G i s 
c h a l a w h o s t o o d t o m a k e t h e rea l p rof i t , n o t t h e n a t i v e p r o d u c e r 
(War 2:591f.). A c c o r d i n g to ML 20:2.9.13 a d e n a r i u s is the u s u a l 
d a y ' s w a g e s for a h i r e d l a b o r e r a t t h e t i m e of J e s u s a n d th i s r ep re 
s en t ed t h e cos t of o n e sea' of w h e a t i n a g o o d season a c c o r d i n g to 
b. Ta'an 19b , b u t t h i s p r i c e va r i ed c o n s i d e r a b l y a p p a r e n t l y , 
s ince t h e s a m e a m o u n t c o u l d cos t fou r to e i g h t d e n a r i i a c c o r d i n g 
to M. Ma'as Sch. 4 : 6 . 9 8 T h e fact t h a t J u s t u s of T i b e r i a s b e m o a n s 
t h e t rans fe r of t h e trapezai a n d archeai" of t h e m o n e y l ende r s t o 
S e p p h o r i s s h o w s t h a t these c o u l d be a s o u r c e of g r e a t r e v e n u e for 
a c i ty (Life 38) . N o d o u b t t h e chief v i c t i m s w e r e c o u n t r y p e o p l e 
w h o h a d fa l len b e h i n d w i t h t axes o r r e n t o r n e e d e d t h e m o n e y 
to b u y seeds for p l a n t i n g i n a b a d season . T h e g o s p e l s tory of 
t h e d i s h o n e s t m a n a g e r (Lk. 16:1-7) fits t h i s s i t u a t i o n perfect ly , 
w h e r e deb t s w e r e p a i d i n k i n d i n o r d e r n o t t o v io l a t e t h e p r e 
s c r i p t i o n s of t h e J e w i s h l a w s a b o u t u s u r y . I n t h i s case t he d i s 
h o n e s t m a n a g e r f o r e w e n t h i s o w n p ro f i t s — a n a c c e p t e d rea l i ty 
of life a p p a r e n t l y — a n d s i m p l y a s k e d t h e d e b t o r s to p a y t h e 
a m o u n t o w e d to t h e o w n e r of t he es ta te , t he reby i n g r a t i a t i n g 
h i m s e l f w i t h t h e m for t h e f u t u r e . 1 0 0 T h e lo t of t hose w h o fai led 
to p a y s u c h d e b t s is g r a p h i c a l l y p o r t r a y e d i n s u c h p a r a b l e s as 
t h e u n j u s t s t e w a r d (ML 18:25-34) a n d t h e t a l e n t s (ML 25:14-30), 
t h o u g h the re c o u l d a l s o be e x c e p t i o n s (Lk. 7:41f.). 

T h e f l u c t u a t i o n s of t h e p o l i t i c a l a n d e c o n o m i c p e n d u l a were 
n a t u r a l l y felt m o s t k e e n l y a t t h e b o t t o m of t h e soc ia l scale . As c a n 
be i m a g i n e d , c o n d i t i o n s we re p a r t i c u l a r l y d i f f icu l t after t he 
J e w i s h w a r s a n d these a r e ref lected i n m a n y p a s s a g e s i n t he 
r a b b i n i c l i t e r a t u r e , w h e r e w e f ind r e g u l a t i o n s a g a i n s t s p e c u l a t o r s 
w h o ra i se t h e p r i c e of e s sen t i a l foodstuff a t t i m e s of n a t i o n a l 
c r i s i s . 1 0 1 D e v a l u a t i o n of m o n e y , w h i c h t o o k p l a c e by l o w e r i n g 
the p e r c e n t a g e of s i lver i n t he c o i n s seems to h a v e h a d a n i m 
m e d i a t e i m p a c t o n p r i ces , t h o u g h a p p a r e n t l y P a l e s t i n e fared 
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s o m e w h a t be t te r t h a n e l s e w h e r e i n t h e e m p i r e u n d e r t h i s h e a d 
i n g . 1 0 2 Ea r l i e r w e h a v e a r g u e d t h a t G a l i l e e ' s r e l a t i o n s w i t h T y r e 
were a m b i v a l e n t , a s t h e l a t t e r b o t h p o s e d t h e t h r e a t of t e r r i t o r i a l 
a g g r a n d i z e r a n d offered p o s s i b i l i t i e s for c o m m e r c i a l a n d eco
n o m i c r e l a t i o n s , for t h e ci ty de spe ra t e ly n e e d e d t h e foodstuff 
of the i n t e r i o r . I t m a y be t h a t i t w a s these very p o s s i b i l i t i e s w h i c h 
m a d e i t p o s s i b l e for G a l i l e a n p e a s a n t s — espec ia l ly i n U p p e r 
G a l i l e e — to su rv ive a l l t h e soc ia l c h a n g e s of t h e c e n t u r i e s d e s p i t e 
al l the pressures of b r i g a n d a g e , ag robus iness a n d state m o n o p o l i e s . 

(i i i) The Burden of Taxation 

I t w a s t he t a x sys t em w h i c h w a s p a r t i c u l a r l y b u r d e n s o m e to 
the p e a s a n t s ' e c o n o m i c s i t u a t i o n . As G r a n t h a s p o i n t e d o u t , t w o 
q u i t e i n d e p e n d e n t sys tems o p e r a t e d - o n e r e l i g i o u s a n d t h e o t h e r 
secu la r - a n d e a c h p res sed i ts full d e m a n d s w i t h o u t t a k i n g a n y 
a c c o u n t of t h e e x i g e n c i e s of t h e o t h e r . 1 0 3 L a t e r w e s h a l l see t h a t 
t he G a l i l e a n s t o o k the i r t i t he of fe r ings se r ious ly r i g h t t h r o u g h 
o u r p e r i o d . T h e m a j o r i t y of t h e J e w i s h p o p u l a t i o n of t h e p r o v i n c e 
w o u l d h a v e b e e n p r o d u c e r s f r o m t h e l a n d , n o m a t t e r h o w s m a l l 
t he i r p l o t s , a n d i t w a s t h i s p r o d u c e t h a t w a s sub jec t to t h e t i t h i n g 
l aws . By itself t h i s sys tem w o u l d h a v e p u t a severe s t r a i n o n t h e 
resources of t h e s m a l l e r l a n d o w n e r s a n d t e n a n t f a rmer s , b u t i t is 
t he secu la r t ax sys tem t h a t w a s a p a r t i c u l a r p r o b l e m , s ince t h e r e 
w a s l i t t le o r n o redress , a n d t h e o r d i n a r y p e o p l e w e r e a t t h e m e r c y 
of t he f i n a n c i a l n e e d s of t h e r u l e r s , f o r e i g n a n d n a t i v e a l i k e . A n d 
these we re m a n y . C o n s t a n t w a r s w i t h t h e i n e v i t a b l e d i s r u p t i o n 
of life a n d d e v a s t a t i o n of t h e c o u n t r y , t h e n e e d to m a i n t a i n a n 
a d e q u a t e p e r m a n e n t a r m y , a n d i n p e a c e t i m e s t he e l a b o r a t e 
b u i l d i n g a n d o t h e r p ro j ec t s of t h e H e r o d s c o u p l e d w i t h t he i r 
e x t r a v a g a n t life s tyle — a l l m a d e h e a v y d e m a n d s o n t h e c e n t r a l 
t r easury . 

A l r eady w e c a n see t h e s u b s e q u e n t p a t t e r n set i n t h e t a x - n e t of 
P t o l e m a i c t i m e s w h i c h w a s m o d e l l e d o n t h e G r e e k sys tem. M e l a s 
is t he KO)fiofjLLadcoTrjs of Be th A n a t h a n d h i s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s cov
ered t he c o n t r a c t s of t e n a n t s a n d n a t i v e f a r m e r s a l i k e . H i s r o l e 
c a n best b e seen as a g o v e r n m e n t official i n c h a r g e of t h e l e a s i n g 
of l a n d a n d g a t h e r i n g of taxes a t t h e v i l l a g e l e v e l . 1 0 4 P r e s u m a b l y 
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a h i e r a r c h y of s u c h off icials o p e r a t e d f r o m t h e v i l l age to t he 
h y p a r c h y , a l l u n d e r t h e d i r ec t c o n t r o l of t h e roya l f i n a n c e m i n 
is ter (OIKOVO/JLOS) i n E g y p t . S ide by s ide w i t h , o r p o s s i b l y l i n k e d to 
t h i s official b u r e a u c r a t i c c o n t r o l w a s t h e f a r m i n g o u t of t he taxes 
of p a r t i c u l a r v i l l ages , ci ty t e r r i to r ies o r l a rge r u n i t s , as we c a n 
g a t h e r f rom J o s e p h u s , w h o m e n t i o n s t h a t ' t h e p r o m i n e n t m e n 
(of P a l e s t i n e ) p u r c h a s e d t h e r i g h t to f a r m t h e taxes i n the i r sev
e ra l p r o v i n c e s , a n d c o l l e c t i n g t h e s u m fixed, p a i d i t to the roya l 
c o u p l e / w h o s e d o w r y i t w a s to be (Ant. 12:155). T h i s p a s s a g e 
s eems to p r e s u p p o s e loca l m a g i s t r a t e s o p e r a t i n g as t ax - fa rmers 
b e i n g a c c e p t a b l e to t he s ta te , a n d w h a t e v e r be t he h i s to r i ca l 
facts b e h i n d t h e l e g e n d of t h e e n e r g e t i c T o b i a d J o s e p h , it seems 
c e r t a i n t h a t h i s i n i t i a t i v e i n s u g g e s t i n g o n e t ax - f a rmer for the 
w h o l e a r ea w o n favor i n t h e P t o l e m a i c c o u r t , b e c a u s e i t p r e 
s u m a b l y i n v o l v e d g r ea t e r r e v e n u e (Ant. 12:169.175ff . ) . 1 0 5 T h e 
effects of s u c h a p o l i c y c a n be seen i n h i s c o n f r o n t a t i o n w i t h t he 
p e o p l e of Aska lon a n d S c y t h o p o l i s s u b s e q u e n t l y (Ant. 12:180-85) 
— those w i t h o u t defense w e r e a t t h e m e r c y of r u t h l e s s a n d self-
seek ing p o w e r c l imbers . Clear ly J ews are p r e p a r e d to be pa r t of this 
sys tem, s ince t h e t ax - fa rmers w e r e o r i g i n a l l y loca l m a g i s t r a t e s , 
a n d J o s e p h ' s success is d u e to h i s b e i n g m o r e a m b i t i o u s a n d so 
m o r e c o u r a g e o u s t h a n t h e o t h e r s . T h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s of effective 
r e s i s t ance for t h e p e a s a n t s w e r e s l i m d e s p i t e t he i r p ro tes t s of 
u n f a i r t r e a t m e n t o r s e a s o n a l h a r d s h i p s , a s w e see a t Be th A n a t h . 
T h e n e t w a s cas t t o o w i d e l y a n d the c e n t r a l c o n t r o l t o o r ig id , 
e x c e p t for t h e r a r e e x c e p t i o n of J e d d u a a n d h i s v i l l age r s , w h o s e 
i n d e p e n d e n c e w e h a v e a l r e a d y d i scussed , o r s u c h o c c a s i o n a l 
t e m p o r a r y e x e m p t i o n s as t h e V i e n n a p a p y r u s i n d i c a t e s . 1 0 6 

T h e le t ter of A n t i o c h u s I I I (Ant. 12:138-44) w r i t t e n s o m e t i m e 
after 198 B . C . E . m i g h t a p p e a r a t first s i g h t to h a v e b r o u g h t c o n 
s i d e r a b l e t a x relief t o a l l t h e J e w i s h p o p u l a t i o n of P a l e s t i n e , 
s ince i t is a d d r e s s e d to P t o l e m y , t h e g o v e r n o r of Coele-Syr ia , a n d 
c o u l d c o n c e i v a b l y i n c l u d e a l l t h e J e w s u n d e r h i s j u r i s d i c t i o n . 
H o w e v e r , o n c lose r i n s p e c t i o n o n e c a n r ecogn ize t h e va l id i ty 
of B i c k e r m a n ' s d e s c r i p t i o n , ' t h e Se l euc id c h a r t e r for J e r u s a l e m / 
s ince t a x relief w a s a i m e d p r i m a r i l y a t t h e r e s t o r a t i o n of J e r u 
s a l e m a n d for t h e benef i t of i t s c u l t i c off ic ia ls . I n § 142 w e h e a r t h a t 
' a l l t h e m e m b e r s of t h i s n a t i o n (wavres ol en TOV WVOVS ) sha l l 
h a v e a f o r m of g o v e r n m e n t i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e l aws of the i r 
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c o u n t r y , ' b u t t h e a c t u a l r e m i s s i o n of t axes is g r a n t e d ' t o t h e 
sena te , t he p r i e s t s , t h e scr ibes of t h e t e m p l e a n d t h e t e m p l e -
s inge r s , ' w h i l e t he r e d u c t i o n of t h e t r i b u t e is o n l y for J e r u s a l e m 
itself. U n d o u b t e d l y , ethnos i n t h i s c o n t e x t does n o t m e a n t h e 
w h o l e J e w i s h n a t i o n w h e r e v e r they m a y be , a n d as n o t e d , i t is o n l y 
the r e l i g i o u s a spec t s of t h e c o n c e s s i o n s t h a t e x t e n d e d o u t s i d e 
J u d a e a of P e r s i a n t i m e s . 1 0 7 Be t h a t as*it m a y , t h e i m p o r t a n t fact 
for o u r p r e s e n t d i s c u s s i o n is t h a t t h e r e d u c t i o n of t axes , b o t h 
p e r s o n a l a n d c o m m u n a l is s t r ic t ly c i r c u m s c r i b e d — t h e r e m i s 
s i o n of p e r s o n a l taxes (&v vnep TTJS K€<f>a\ris reXovaw), i n c l u d i n g 
sal t a n d c r o w n taxes , is g r a n t e d o n l y to t h e a r i s t oc r acy a n d c e r t a i n 
t e m p l e officials , a n d t h e r e d u c t i o n of t h e t r i b u t e (06pos) is c o n 
f ined to J e r u s a l e m itself. T h i s is a p p a r e n t l y t h e o n l y c lea r refer
ence to a h e a d o r p o l l t ax i n Se l euc id t i m e s , a n d t h e t o n e of t h e 
e x p r e s s i o n &v . . . . rtkovow is t a k e n by Sch i i r e r a n d B i c k e r m a n 
to refer to a g e n e r a l h e a d t ax t h a t m a y h a v e va r i ed c o n s i d e r a b l y 
i n degree b u t w a s p e r s o n a l i n n a t u r e as d i s t i n c t f r o m t h e t r i b u t e 
o r <f>6pos to be p a i d col lec t ive ly by t h e w h o l e c o m m u n i t y . 1 0 8 W e 
h a v e n o d i rec t ev idence of a h e a d t a x for P t o l e m a i c P a l e s t i n e , 
b u t th i s p a r t i a l r e m i s s i o n by t h e first Se leuc ids sugges t s t h a t o n e 
was i n fact i m p o s e d i n P a l e s t i n e ( P h o e n i c i a a n d Coe le -Syr ia ) as 
d i s t i nc t f rom E g y p t . I n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y t h e P t o l e m i e s w e r e n o t 
c o n t e n t w i t h t h e a n n u a l t r i b u t e a l o n e , b u t g r a d u a l l y i n t r o d u c e d 
a n u m b e r of r o y a l taxes i n a d d i t i o n , d e s i g n e d to r e a c h every 
m e m b e r of t h e p o p u l a t i o n , c i ty a n d c o u n t r y p e r s o n a l i k e . 1 0 9 T h e 
le t ter of A n t i o c h u s I I I i n d i c a t e s t h e p a r t i a l r e m i s s i o n of these , 
b u t s ince G a l i l e e c a n n o t a r g u a b l y be i n c l u d e d i n t h e a r ea to w h i c h 
the c o n c e s s i o n s w e r e g r a n t e d , w e c a t c h a g l i m p s e of t h e b u r d e n 
the p e a s a n t t he re h a d to bea r . 

D e v e l o p m e n t s of t h e l a te r Se leuc ids h e l p to u n d e r l i n e a n d 
e x p a n d th i s fact fu r ther . I n 1 Mace w e h a v e t w o le t ters , o n e f r o m 
D e m e t r i u s I (152 B.C.E. ) a n d t h e o t h e r f r o m h i s s o n D e m e t r i u s I I 
ten years la ter , b o t h a d d r e s s e d to t h e J e w i s h l eade r J o n a t h a n 
of fer ing ce r t a in t a x r e m i s s i o n s to J u d a e a , a n d these e n a b l e u s t o 
see h o w t i g h t l y t h e screw h a s b e e n t u r n e d i n t h e i n t e r i m (1 Mace. 
10:29-35; 11:32-37; cf. Ant. 13:48-57). W h a t e m e r g e s f r o m these 
let ters is t h e fact t h a t a n e x o r b i t a n t l a n d t a x ( o n e t h i r d of t h e 
p r o d u c e of l a n d a n d o n e ha l f of t h e p r o d u c e of t h e trees) is n o w 
b e i n g r e m i t t e d to t h e p e o p l e of J u d a e a a n d t h e t h r e e d i s t r i c t s of 



186 GALILEE FROM ALEXANDER T H E GREAT T O HADRIAN 

S a m a r i a a n d G a l i l e e b e i n g ceded to i t . T h e o r i g i n a n d e x t e n t of 
t h i s t ax is n o t a b s o l u t e l y c lear . B i c k e r m a n a n d Rostovtzeff see i t 
as a n e x t r a t ax bes ide t h e t r i b u t e for w h i c h t h e t e m p l e s ta te of 
J u d a e a w a s co l lec t ive ly r e s p o n s i b l e , b u t d i s a g r e e as to i ts o r i g i n s , 
t h e f o r m e r a s s u m i n g i t t o be t h e r e s u l t of d i s t u r b a n c e s in Macca 
b a e a n t i m e s w h e r e a s t h e l a t t e r c o n s i d e r s i t to h a v e o r i g i n a t e d 
a l r e a d y u n d e r t h e P t o l e m i e s . 1 1 0 F o r h i m t h e o n l y i n n o v a t i o n of 
t h e Se l euc ids w a s t h e c o l l e c t i n g of t he t axes d i rec t ly ' i n a d d i t i o n 
to a n d n o t as p a r t of t h e t r i b u t e / H o w e v e r , t he re a re se r ious 
a r g u m e n t s i n favor of t h e s u g g e s t i o n t h a t t h e l a n d t ax w a s a n e w 
tax i n t roduced in place of the t r ibu te w h e n A n t i o c h u s IV abroga ted 
t h e e t h n i c p r i v i l e g e s of J u d a e a a n d J e r u s a l e m after t h e revo l t of 
J a s o n i n 168 B . C . E . 1 1 1 T h e p a y m e n t of t h e t r i b u t e by a f o r m a l 
vassal state was n o longer feasible o r admiss ib le a n d instead a 
severe l a n d t a x w a s i m p o s e d o n t h e f o r m e r c u l t i c c o m m u n i t y to 
be d i rec t ly co l l ec t ed by the Se l euc id off icials a t t he loca l levels . 
T h u s , J u d a e a a n d S a m a r i a we re t e m p o r a r i l y r e d u c e d f rom the 
s t a t u s of t h e t e r r i to ry of a n ethnos to t h a t of k i n g s l a n d , w h i c h 
h a d b e e n t h e s t a t u s of G a l i l e e a l l a l o n g , as A l t h a s c o n v i n c i n g l y 
a r g u e d . 1 1 2 P r e s u m a b l y t h i s m e a n t t h a t t axes w h i c h h a d p r e v i o u s l y 
b e e n o p e r a t i v e i n k i n g s l a n d e l s e w h e r e we re n o w i m p o s e d i n 
J u d a e a a n d S a m a r i a a l s o . If t h i s l i n e of a r g u m e n t a t i o n is cor rec t 
t h e r e c a n be l i t t l e d o u b t t h a t G a l i l e a n l a n d taxes w e r e e x o r b i t a n t l y 
h i g h , a n d m a y h a v e b e e n so s ince P t o l e m a i c t imes , s ince t h e f igure 
m e n t i o n e d i n 1 Mace. 10:41 c o r r e s p o n d s to t hose of t h e l a n d 
taxes of E g y p t . 1 1 3 If i n a d d i t i o n o n e takes a c c o u n t of t he r e l i g i o u s 
d u e s a n d the p r o v i s i o n of seeds for t h e f o l l o w i n g season , a t best 
m e r e s u b s i s t e n c e f a r m i n g w a s a l l t h a t w a s p o s s i b l e . 

T h e e m e r g e n c e of t h e H a s m o n a e a n s ta te c o u l d o n l y h a v e 
i m p r o v e d t h e f i n a n c i a l lo t of t h e o r d i n a r y p e o p l e , as w e see 
h a p p e n i n g i n t h e c o n c e s s i o n s D e m e t r i u s I is p r e p a r e d to g r a n t 
t h e m . I n a c t u a l fact J o n a t h a n refused t h e offer of D e m e t r i u s s ince 
h e b a c k e d h i s r i va l A l e x a n d e r B a l a s i n t h e S y r i a n p o w e r s t r u g g l e . 
As a r e su l t h e m a y h a v e h a d to p a y h i m t r i b u t e , for a c c o r d i n g 
to J o s e p h u s , A l e x a n d e r ' s successor , D e m e t r i u s I I , e x p e c t e d t he 
a n n u a l p a y m e n t of t r i b u t e ' w h i c h t h e J e w i s h n a t i o n w a s re
q u i r e d to p a y s ince t h e t i m e of t he first k i n g s ' (Ant. 13:143), even 
t h o u g h h e h a d p r e v i o u s l y r e c o g n i z e d t h e t a x c o n c e s s i o n s offered 
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ear l ie r by h i s fa ther (1 Mace. 11:28). T h e m a t t e r o b v i o u s l y re 
m a i n e d a de l i ca t e o n e s u b s e q u e n t l y (cf. 1 Mace. 13:15), a n d even 
t h o u g h n o f o r m a l l i f t i ng of t h e t r i b u t e is a c t u a l l y r e c o r d e d o r 
l ikely to h a v e b e e n g r a n t e d , a de facto s i t u a t i o n g r a d u a l l y e m e r g e d 
w h e r e t h e S y r i a n s w e r e n o l o n g e r a b l e t o en fo rce t h e i r c l a i m s , 
n o r we re t he J e w s w i l l i n g to p a y . As 1 Mace. 13:41 p u t s it: I n t h e 
170th year ( i .e. , 140 B.C.E. ) t h e yoke of t h e G e n t i l e s w a s l if ted 
f rom Is rae l . ' H o w e v e r , i t w a s n o t u n t i l t h e r e i g n of A r i s t o b u l u s I 
(104 B.C.E.) t h a t a l l G a l i l e e w a s f o r m a l l y i n c l u d e d i n t h e H a s 
m o n a e a n s ta te , a n d by t h e n a n e w t a x n e t m u s t h a v e b e g u n to be 
cast , as t h e f i nances of t he m i l i t a n t l y e x p a n d i n g s ta te b e c a m e 
m o r e c o m p l e x a n d d e m a n d i n g . S c h a l i t sees t h e b e g i n n i n g s of a 
n a t i o n a l t ax u n d e r J o h n H y r c a n u s reflected i n a n a n c i e n t baraita 
w h i c h sugges t s t h a t t h e t i t he w a s d i v i d e d i n t o t h r ee p a r t s : ' o n e -
t h i r d w a s g iven to p r i e s t s a n d Lev i t e s k n o w n ( to t h e d o n o r ) , o n e -
t h i r d w e n t to t he t r ea su ry a n d o n e - t h i r d w e n t t o t h e p o o r a n d 
s cho la r s w h o w e r e i n J e r u s a l e m ' (p. Ma'as Sch. 5,9; p. Sota 9 ,24a) , 
t h u s r e c o g n i z i n g b o t h t h e r e l i g i o u s a n d p o l i t i c a l p o w e r of t h e 
k i n g . 1 1 4 T h e m a n y w a r s a n d i n t e r n a l strife of A l e x a n d e r J a n 
n a e u s ' r e i g n m a y be ref lected by the a u t h o r of t h e Psalms of 
Solomon, c l a i m i n g t h a t t h e M e s s i a h K i n g ' w o u l d n o t m u l t i p l y 
g o l d a n d si lver for w a r ' (Ps. Sol. 17:33). T h e d i s sa t i s f ac t i on w i t h 
the h o u s e of H a s m o n w h i c h t h e P h a r i s a i c f ac t i on exp re s sed to 
P o m p e y , ' t h a t they ( H y r c a n u s a n d A r i s t o b u l u s ) w e r e s e e k i n g 
to c h a n g e the f o r m of g o v e r n m e n t i n o r d e r t h a t they m i g h t be 
c o m e a n a t i o n of s laves ' (Ant. 14:41), p r e s u m a b l y h a d a n eco
n o m i c as we l l as a r e l i g i o u s p o i n t . L a t e r C a e s a r i n h i s decree i n 
favor of H y r c a n u s s t ressed t h e o b l i g a t i o n t o p a y t h e t i t he s to h i m 
as they h a d d o n e p r e v i o u s l y , n o d o u b t b e c a u s e t h e r e h a d b e e n 
s o m e res i s t ance to i t o n t he p a r t of o r d i n a r y p e o p l e (Ant. 14:202). 

M e a n w h i l e a n e w a n d dec is ive force h a d e n t e r e d P a l e s t i n i a n 
e c o n o m i c life w i t h P o m p e y ' s , a n d la ter , G a b i n i u s ' c a r v i n g u p 
of t he H a s m o n a e a n s ta te , a n d t h e p a r c e l i n g o u t of i ts r e v e n u e s 
for in te res t s o t h e r t h a n the g o o d of t h e n a t i v e p o p u l a t i o n . T h i s 
i n t u r n o p e n e d u p p o s s i b i l i t i e s for o t h e r s l i ke A n t i p a t e r , a n d i n 
p a r t i c u l a r H e r o d to i n g r a t i a t e t h e m s e l v e s w i t h t h e fo re ign p o w e r . 
T h e r e w a s n o su re r s i g n of s u p p o r t for R o m a n p o l i c y t h a n by 
p r o v i d i n g t h e d i f ferent R o m a n g e n e r a l s w i t h f i n a n c i a l a n d o t h e r 
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a i d , t h e b u r d e n of w h i c h w a s ca r r i ed u l t i m a t e l y by t h e p e o p l e . 
W e s h a l l n o w e x a m i n e t h e w a y i n w h i c h G a l i l e a n e c o n o m i c life 
w a s affected by these n e w factors . 

As p a r t of t h e J e w i s h t e r r i to ry w h i c h P o m p e y r ecogn i sed , G a l i 
lee h a d to p a y i ts s h a r e of t h e t r i b u t e i m p o s e d o n t h e J e r u s a l e m 
c o m m u n i t y (Ant. 14:74; War 1:154), t h e c o l l e c t i o n of w h i c h 
w o u l d n o r m a l l y be t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of t he J e w i s h h i g h pr ies t , 
as t h e r e c o g n i z e d e t h n a r c h of t h e J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y . H o w e v e r , 
t h e fact t h a t J o s e p h u s m e n t i o n s a to t a l s u m of t en t h o u s a n d 
t a l e n t s exac t ed i n a s h o r t space of t i m e — p r e s u m a b l y b e t w e e n 
P o m p e y ' s s e t t l e m e n t a n d G a b i n i u s ' s u b s e q u e n t a r r a n g e m e n t of 
57-55 B .C .E . — sugges t s t h a t a m o r e r u t h l e s s m e t h o d w a s i n t r o 
d u c e d by P o m p e y , i n t h e f o r m of t h e R o m a n societas publican-
orum, w h o f o l l o w e d t h e R o m a n a r m i e s , c a s h i n g in o n the i r 
v ic to r ies i n v a r i o u s w a y s . T h i s is M o m i g l i a n o ' s c o n t e n t i o n , 
b a s i n g h imse l f o n s o m e r e m a r k s of C i c e r o as we l l as D i o n . 1 1 5 I n 
t h a t even t G a b i n i u s ' s u b s e q u e n t fivefold d i v i s i o n of P a l e s t i n e 
m u s t be r e g a r d e d as a n i m p r o v e m e n t f rom a J e w i s h p o i n t of v iew, 
b u t o n l y for t h o s e w h o c o u l d ava i l of t h e o p p o r t u n i t i e s w h i c h 
t h e a r i s t o c r a t i c f o r m of g o v e r n m e n t of G a b i n i u s h a d to offer 
(War l:169f.; Ant. 14:91). W h e t h e r o r n o t t h e d i v i s i o n w a s in 
t e n d e d to be r i g i d l y enforced , as h a d b e e n d o n e by L u c i u s A e m i l -
i u s P a u l u s i n M a c e d o n i a w i t h d i s a s t r o u s e c o n o m i c resu l t s , is 
n o t a b s o l u t e l y c l e a r , 1 1 6 b u t a t a l l even t s t h e f r e q u e n t d i s t u r b a n c e s 
of t h e n e x t few years m u s t h a v e s u g g e s t e d to t h e R o m a n s t h a t n o 
s u c h p o l i c y c o u l d be i m p o s e d o n t h e J e w i s h n a t i o n . T h i s w a s 
c lear ly r e c o g n i z e d by Caesa r , for h e r e s to red H y r c a n u s as e t h n a r c h 
of t h e J e w s a n d a p p o i n t e d A n t i p a t e r as h i s f i n a n c i a l overseer in 
47 B .C .E . (Ant. 14 .143 ) . 1 1 7 I n g r a t i t u d e for t h e m i l i t a r y a i d h e h a d 
received, C a e s a r a l s o m a d e t ax c o n c e s s i o n s of a s u b s t a n t i a l n a t u r e 
to t h e J e w s , i n c l u d i n g G a l i l e e w h i c h w a s n o w p r o p e r l y r e g a r d e d 
as J e w i s h t e r r i to ry a n d i n c l u d e d i n t h e e t h n a r c h y of H y r c a n u s . 
T h e exac t e x t e n t of these t a x a l l e v i a t i o n s d e p e n d s o n a n in ter 
p r e t a t i o n of t h e decrees of C a e s a r as r e p o r t e d by J o s e p h u s (Ant. 
14:190-216), w h o a p p a r e n t l y h a s a b r i d g e d official d o c u m e n t s , 
a n d v a r i o u s s c h o l a r s h a v e a t t e m p t e d to r e c o n s t r u c t t he i r o r i g i n a l s 
i n t h e l i g h t of t he i r ove ra l l u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e R o m a n t ax 
sys tem i n P a l e s t i n e . 1 1 8 
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I t is ce r t a in ly c lear t h a t J o s e p h u s i n t e n d s these decrees t o be 
u n d e r s t o o d as a n ac t of f r i e n d s h i p o n t h e p a r t of C a e s a r t o w a r d s 
the J e w i s h p e o p l e , a n d by c o m p a r i s o n w i t h P o m p e y ' s a r r a n g e 
m e n t t he i r s i t u a t i o n h a d i m p r o v e d . 1 1 9 T h e J e w s h a v e n o w to p a y 
one-fourth of the produce of the land ( T O riraprov TCOV aTeipojievQov) 
" i n the second y e a r " (TCO Sevrepcp cWi ) a t S i d o n , e x c e p t i n g the 
seven th o r s abba t i ca l year . T w o q u e s t i o n s a r i se f rom th i s dif f icul t 
passage . Fi rs t ly does rc3 Sevrepco erei m e a n every s econd year , as 
M o m i g l i a n o a n d H e i c h e l h e i m s u p p o s e , o r a l t e rna t i ve ly does i t 
refer to the s econd year of t h e lease cycle, o n t h e bas i s of Ant. 
14:201 where a later decree of 44 B.C.E. states tha t i n the second year 
of the r e n t t e r m (kv T<3 Sevrepco TTJS luadooaeoos erei) t he J e w s 
s h o u l d d e d u c t o n e cor f rom t h e i r t a x e s ? 1 2 0 R e l a t e d to t h i s q u e s t i o n 
is a s econd o n e c o n c e r n i n g t h e n a t u r e of t h e t ax i n q u e s t i o n . 
C lea r ly it is a l a n d t ax , b u t is i t t he to t a l J e w i s h t r i b u t e o r s i m p l y 
a s u p p l e m e n t a r y t ax ( to be p a i d every s e c o n d year o r o n t h e s e c o n d 
year of t h e c y c l e ) 1 2 1 o n t o p of a n a n n u a l p o l l t a x ? 1 2 2 M o m i g l i a n o 
a r g u e s s t r o n g l y for t h e f o r m e r p o s i t i o n c l a i m i n g t h a t o u r sou rces 
h a v e n o ev idence of a p o l l t ax p a i d by t h e J e w s to t h e R o m a n s 
before 70 C . E . 1 2 3 b u t o t h e r s , e spec ia l ly Rostovtzeff a n d B i i c h l e r , 1 2 4 

seem to p r e s u p p o s e it, a n d r e g a r d t h e p a y m e n t a t S i d o n as a 
s u p p l e m e n t a r y l a n d tax , c o n s i d e r a b l y r e d u c e d f rom S e l e u c i d 
t imes , w h e n the a n n u a l p e r c e n t a g e w a s o n e t h i r d ( g r a i n ) a n d o n e 
hal f (trees), w h e r e a s n o w t h e b i - a n n u a l is o n e q u a r t e r . O n t h e 
ev idence a v a i l a b l e i t seems i m p o s s i b l e to d e c i d e these q u e s t i o n s 
f inal ly . W e h a v e a r g u e d , a g a i n s t Rostovtzeff, t h a t t h e S e l e u c i d 
t r i b u t e h a d been t u r n e d i n t o a l a n d - t a x , a n d i n t h a t even t t h e force 
of h i s a r g u m e n t w o u l d be c o n s i d e r a b l y w e a k e n e d , s ince it s eems 
correc t to a s s u m e t h a t t h e decrees of C a e s a r i n 47 B .C .E . r e sur 
rec ted t h e t ax s t r u c t u r e of S e l e u c i d t imes , b u t w i t h t h e r e d u c t i o n 
in t h e p e r c e n t a g e of a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c e to be p a i d . O n t h a t 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e J e w i s h p e a s a n t s s h o u l d h a v e fared cons ide r 
ab ly be t te r t h a n i n t he p r e v i o u s c e n t u r y . T h e f o r m a l r e c o g n i t i o n 
by R o m e of t h e s a b b a t i c a l year w a s a l s o a b o n u s , b u t o n t he o t h e r 
h a n d it is c lear t h a t a l l J e w s h a d to p a y a t a x for t h e ci ty of J e r u 
s a l e m ( p r e s u m a b l y for i ts r e s t o r a t i o n after P o m p e y ' s a t t a c k a n d 
to r e i m b u r s e t he t r easu ry after C r a s s u s ' a p p r o p r i a t i o n of J e w i s h 
m o n e y ) , as we l l as t h e r e l i g i o u s d u e s to H y r c a n u s . 
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I t is a fair ly w i d e s p r e a d a s s u m p t i o n t h a t t h e l o n g r e i g n of 
H e r o d the G r e a t w a s a p a r t i c u l a r l y d i f f icul t t i m e f i nanc i a l l y for 
t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of P a l e s t i n e . C e r t a i n l y t he e x p e n d i t u r e w a s 
l av i sh , a n d w e h e a r of h i s sub jec t s b e i n g i n b a d f i n a n c i a l s t ra i t s 
m o r e t h a n o n c e (Ant. 15:365; 17:308; War 2:85f.). Besides, after 
C a e s a r ' s d e a t h i n 44 B .C .E . H e r o d h a d d e m o n s t r a t e d h i s ab i l i ty 
to r a i se e x t r a t r i b u t e — o n e h u n d r e d t a l e n t s i n G a l i l e e (Ant. 
14:273; War 1:221) — a n d w a s r e w a r d e d by C a s s i u s w i t h c o n t r o l 
of f i n a n c i a l m a t t e r s (iTniieXrjTns) i n t h e w h o l e of C o e l e - S y r i a . 1 2 5 

H e h imse l f i m p o s e d a heavy f ine ( o n e h u n d r e d t a l en t s a lso) o n 
t h e G a l i l e a n t o w n s for t he i r i n s u b o r d i n a t i o n (Ant. 14:433; War 
1:316), a n d t h i s m a y h a v e c a u s e d fu r the r soc ia l u n r e s t a n d u n 
p o p u l a r i t y for H e r o d w i t h t h e masses (Ant. 14:450). W e h a v e 
a l r e a d y n o t e d t h e i nc rease i n c r o w n l a n d i n H e r o d ' s r e i g n , at
t r i b u t a b l e i n p a r t a t least , to t h e c o n f i s c a t i o n of p r i v a t e h o l d i n g s . 
H o w e v e r , i t s eems l ike ly t h a t t h e m a i n v i c t i m s we re t h e l a rge r 
r a t h e r t h a n the s m a l l e r o w n e r s of t h e be t te r l a n d , i n t h e G r e a t 
P l a i n e.g. , o r i n T r a c h o n i t i s a n d B a t a n a e a , for t he c o m p l a i n t s 
of t h e J e w i s h d e l e g a t i o n a t R o m e after h i s d e a t h h a v e t h e def in i te 
a i r of t h e m o r e w e a l t h y e l e m e n t s i n J e w i s h society, w h o of c o u r s e 
h a d s t o o d to lose m o r e if they d a r e d to o p p o s e H e r o d (Ant. 17:304-
10). D e s p i t e h i s se l f -centered r u t h l e s s n e s s H e r o d w a s a l so a s h r e w d 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r a n d b u s i n e s s m a n . H i s t r e a t m e n t of t h e p e o p l e 
d u r i n g t h e f a m i n e of 25 B .C .E . — p r o v i s i o n of g r a i n , c l o t h i n g , 
e tc . — is i n d i c a t i v e of h i s c o n t r o l of t h e ove ra l l f i n a n c i a l s i tua 
t i o n , a n d h i s r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t a p r o s p e r o u s k i n g d o m ca l l ed for 
sk i l l fu l e x p l o i t a t i o n of its r e sources . A n o t h e r e x a m p l e of th i s 
f a r - s igh tedness is h i s g r a n t i n g of l a n d s , tax-free, to t h e B a b y l o n 
i a n J e w s i n T r a c h o n i t i s a n d B a t a n a e a . T h e i r p r e s e n c e the re as a 
m i l i t a r y c o l o n y served the t w o f o l d p u r p o s e of p r o t e c t i n g t he 
k i n g d o m f rom m a r a u d i n g r o b b e r s a n d of d e v e l o p i n g t h e r i ch 
a g r i c u l t u r a l l a n d s of T r a n s j o r d a n (Ant. 17:23-31). T h e success 
of t h i s v e n t u r e m a y be j u d g e d by the fact t h a t a l m o s t a h u n d r e d 
years l a te r P h i l i p b e n J a c i m u s , t h e g r a n d s o n of Z a m a r i s , t h e first 
l eader of t h e c o l o n y , w a s a loya l s u p p o r t e r of A g r i p p a I I , a n d 
t h e p e o p l e i n h i s t e r r i to ry w e r e p r o s p e r o u s a n d we l l to d o (Life 
46-58). H e r o d ' s t a x sys tem w a s a t least as h a r d for t o w n s p e o p l e , 
for w e h e a r of sales taxes i n J e r u s a l e m a b o u t w h i c h the p e o p l e 
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c o m p l a i n e d to A r c h e l a u s (Ant. 17:205) a n d w h i c h w e r e subse 
q u e n t l y p a r t l y r e m o v e d by V i t e l l i u s (Ant. 18:90). T a x e s o n f rui ts 
a re exp l i c i t l y m e n t i o n e d as b e i n g r e m i t t e d , a n d of c o u r s e these 
w o u l d h a v e been a g rea t e r b u r d e n for t h e p o o r e r t o w n s p e o p l e 
t h a n for t he i r c o u n t r y e q u a l s , w h o c o u l d a t leas t p r o d u c e t h e 
necessi t ies of life o n t h e i r o w n p l o t s . 

T h i s ske tchy s u m m a r y of H e r o d ' s e c o n o m i c p o l i c y as t h i s w a s 
l ikely to h a v e affected G a l i l e a n c o u n t r y p e o p l e is n o t i n t e n d e d 
to m i n i m i z e t h e rea l h a r d s h i p s of h i s r e i g n . R a t h e r i t sugges t s 
t h a t t h e p i c t u r e w a s n o t a l l b l eak , a n d i n fact s o m e s t a b i l i z a t i o n 
of life seems to h a v e c o m e a b o u t for t h o s e w h o w e r e p r e p a r e d t o 
accep t H e r o d a n d p o s e n o p a r t i c u l a r t h r ea t , r ea l o r i m a g i n e d , t o 
h i s p l a n s . T h e fact t h a t H e r o d ' s ear ly conf l i c t s w i t h A n t i g o n u s 
t o o k p l a c e i n G a l i l e e m i g h t g ive r i se to t h e o p i n i o n t h a t h e w a s 
p a r t i c u l a r l y severe o n t h e G a l i l e a n p e a s a n t s la ter , b u t s u c h a n 
a s s u m p t i o n is n o t w e l l - f o u n d e d as w e s h a l l see i n a s u b s e q u e n t 
c h a p t e r . I n fact w e h a v e n o de f in i t e f igures for t h e i n c o m e of 
H e r o d ' s k i n g d o m o r t h e a m o u n t of t r i b u t e h e h a d t o p a y t o R o m e ; 
s o m e h a v e s u g g e s t e d t h a t h e p a i d n o year ly t r i b u t e after 30 B . C . E . 
— t h e year i n w h i c h h e g a v e e i g h t h u n d r e d t a l e n t s as a gift t o 
A u g u s t u s . H o w e v e r , t h e a r g u m e n t f r o m s i l ence is i n favor of a n 
a n n u a l t r i bu t e , as H o e h n e r p o i n t s o u t , a n d it w a s o n l y l a v i s h 
gifts l ike t h e o n e m e n t i o n e d t h a t d r a i n e d t h e s ta te coffers a n d 
i m p o s e d ex t r a h a r d s h i p for t h e n a t i v e s . 1 2 6 M o m i g l i a n o h a s i n 
fact c o m p u t e d t h a t t h e a n n u a l i n c o m e w h i c h H e r o d rece ived 
f rom h i s t e r r i to ry r e m a i n e d c o n s t a n t t h r o u g h o u t h i s r e i g n a n d 
w a s less t h a n t h a t of A g r i p p a I forty years la ter , even t h o u g h 
H e r o d ' s p u b l i c e x p e n d i t u r e o n the t e m p l e a n d o t h e r b u i l d i n g 
p ro jec t s w a s m u c h g r e a t e r . 1 2 7 

T h e l o n g a n d peacefu l r e i g n of H e r o d ' s s o n A n t i p a s , h a d a 
fu r ther s t a b i l i z i n g effect o n t h e e c o n o m y of G a l i l e e , i t w o u l d 
seem. H i s p r i v a t e i n c o m e f r o m b o t h p a r t s of h i s t e r r i to ry , G a l i l e e 
a n d Pe raea , w a s f ixed a t t w o h u n d r e d t a l e n t s by A u g u s t u s (Ant. 
17:318; War 2:95). T h i s c o n s i d e r a b l e a m o u n t of m o n e y w a s 
p r e s u m a b l y r a i sed i n p a r t t h r o u g h l a n d t axes b o t h f r o m h i s o w n 
leased esta tes a n d f rom p r i v a t e h o l d i n g s , a n d i n p a r t f r o m t h e 
tol ls a n d o t h e r c u s t o m s taxes t h a t o p e r a t e d a t t h e v a r i o u s m a r k e t s 
a n d b o r d e r p o s t s b e t w e e n t h e d i f ferent t e r r i to r i e s (cf. e.g. , Mt 
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9:10f.; Mk 2:15f.; Lk 5:29f.; 19:2, cf. Mk 12:17). I n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y 
t h e r e w a s t h e R o m a n t r i b u t e t oo , w h i c h w o u l d h a v e e q u a l l e d 
t h e a m o u n t of p r i v a t e r e v e n u e , t h o u g h w e h a v e n o d i rec t i n f o r m a 
t i o n o n t h e m a t t e r . N e i t h e r is t h e m e t h o d of c o l l e c t i n g these 
t axes very c lear . T h e sys tem of R o m a n publicani h a d been a b a n 
d o n e d e i t h e r by G a b i n i u s o r Caesa r , b u t H e r o d sen t h i s o w n 
slaves a n d off icials t o co l lec t t h e taxes , s o m e t h i n g t h a t of ten 
r e s u l t e d i n fu r the r h a r a s s m e n t of t h e c o u n t r y p e o p l e (Ant. 17:205. 
3 0 8 ) . 1 2 8 P r e s u m a b l y t h i s m e t h o d a l s o o b t a i n e d i n A n t i p a s ' r e a l m , 
t h o u g h t h e ex i s t ence of i m p e r i a l g r a n a r i e s i n U p p e r G a l i l e e 
s u g g e s t s c e n t r a l d e p o t s w h e r e t h e c o r n w a s de l ive red by t h e p e o p l e 
(Life 7 I f . ) 1 2 9 T h e g o s p e l s o c c a s i o n a l l y m e n t i o n t h e p re sence 
of t ax -co l l ec to r s i n G a l i l e e d u r i n g t h e m i n i s t r y of J e s u s , b u t 
t h e r e seems t o b e fair ly w i d e s p r e a d a g r e e m e n t t h a t these corre
s p o n d to mokesim r a t h e r t h a n t h e gabbaim of r a b b i n i c l i tera
t u r e , t h a t is t o t he to l l r a t h e r t h a n t he t a x co l l ec to r s , w h o were 
h a t e d n o t b e c a u s e they w e r e fo re igne r s o r R o m a n c o l l a b o r a t i o n 
ists , b u t b e c a u s e of t h e p r e s u m e d d i s h o n e s t y they p rac t i s ed in 
d i s c h a r g e of t he i r d u t i e s (cf. Lk. 3 : 1 3 ) . 1 3 0 Of c o u r s e i n J u d a e a as 
d i s t i n c t f rom G a l i l e e , t h e office c o u l d h a v e t h e fu r the r over
t o n e s of c o l l a b o r a t i o n i s m , s ince to l l co l l ec to r s we re i n t h e d i rec t 
e m p l o y m e n t of t h e R o m a n p r o c u r a t o r s , a n d m a y themse lves h a v e 
b e e n R o m a n s . C e r t a i n l y A n t i p a s does n o t seem to h a v e been 
l a c k i n g i n f i n a n c i a l r e sources , as t h e f o u n d a t i o n a n d e n d o w m e n t 
of T i b e r i a s testifies. A t t h e s a m e t i m e , n e i t h e r t h e g o s p e l s n o r 
J o s e p h u s i n d i c a t e severe soc ia l u n r e s t i n t h e p r o v i n c e desp i t e 
t h e o b v i o u s d i s t i n c t i o n s b e t w e e n p o o r a n d r i c h . I t m u s t be p r e 
s u m e d t h a t for t h e o r d i n a r y p e o p l e t h e a d v a n t a g e s of a peacefu l 
r e i g n o u t w e i g h e d t h e d i s a d v a n t a g e s of h a v i n g to s u p p o r t a 
he l l en i s t i c - s ty l e m o n a r c h , s ince h e a v y taxes o n t h e p r o d u c e of 
t h e l a n d h a d b e e n a fact of life for a very l o n g t i m e . Besides , A n t i 
p a s ' n i c k n a m e ' t h e fox ' (Lk. 13:32) p r e s u m a b l y referred t o h i s 
c u n n i n g n a t u r e , w h i c h w a s a b l e t o m a n i p u l a t e t h e s i t u a t i o n to 
h i s o w n e n d s r a t h e r t h a n a r o u s e p a s s i o n s , s ince u t l i m a t e l y h i s 
p o s i t i o n w a s n o t b a s e d o n p o w e r b u t t h e g o o d w i l l of t h e R o m a n s . 
H a d soc ia l u n r e s t b e e n w i d e s p r e a d i n h i s p r o v i n c e A n t i p a s 
w o u l d p r e s u m a b l y h a v e suffered a s i m i l a r fate t o h i s b r o t h e r 
A r c h e l a u s i n J u d a e a . H i s e v e n t u a l d e p o s i t i o n w a s n o t d u e to 
s u c h d i s t u r b a n c e s , b u t r a t h e r t o h i s l o s i n g favor w i t h C a l i g u l a , 
w h o g a v e h i s k i n g d o m to a n o t h e r H e r o d i a n , A g r i p p a I. 
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T h e s tory of t h e s u b s e q u e n t f l u c t u a t i o n s of t h e f i n a n c i a l 
c o n d i t i o n s of G a l i l e e m a y be t o l d br ief ly. N o c h a n g e s eems to 
h a v e t a k e n p l a c e u n d e r A g r i p p a — fa i lu re to s o w t h e c r o p s by 
the G a l i l e a n p e a s a n t s w o u l d m e a n n o t r i b u t e a n d c o n s e q u e n t 
d a n g e r of b a n i d t r y , a s a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d (Ant. 18:274; War 2:200). 
T h i s w a s because t he E m p e r o r w o u l d ins i s t o n i ts b e i n g p a i d , 
a n d w i t h t he c o u n t r y l a c k i n g t h e r e sources t h e r e w o u l d b e a b reak 
d o w n of l a w a n d o r d e r w i t h t h e w e a k e r su f f e r ing t h e c o n s e 
q u e n c e s . T h i s sugges t s t h a t m e r e l y s u b s i s t e n c e f a r m i n g c o n 
t i n u e d to o b t a i n , w i t h very l i t t l e m a r g i n for e r ro r . W h a t e v e r t h e 
f inal j u d g m e n t a b o u t t h e p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n , i t s eems t h a t after 
the d e a t h of A g r i p p a I G a l i l e e c a m e u n d e r t h e d i r ec t c o n t r o l 
of R o m a n p r o v i n c i a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of s o m e k i n d . Yet w h a t is 
r e m a r k a b l e is t h a t t he re is n o c lear m e n t i o n of a c e n s u s , o r p o p u 
lar o u t r a g e as w a s t h e case i n J u d a e a ha l f a c e n t u r y e a r l i e r . 1 3 1 

T r u e , J u s t u s of T i b e r i a s l a m e n t s t h e fact t h a t t h e r o y a l t ab les 
a n d the a r ch ives h a d b e e n r e s to red to S e p p h o r i s , p r e s u m a b l y 
i n d i c a t i n g t h a t i t h a d b e c o m e t h e cen te r of R o m a n a d m i n i s t r a 
t i o n of G a l i l e e . T h e archaia i n q u e s t i o n w e r e off icial r e co rds of 
deb t s , p r e s u m a b l y b o t h p r i v a t e a n d p u b l i c , yet s t r a n g e l y e n o u g h 
w e h e a r n o t h i n g of t h e G a l i l e a n s ' des i re to de s t roy these r eco rds 
d e s p i t e the i r h a t r e d of S e p p h o r i s , r a t h e r u n l i k e t h e r e v o l u t i o n 
ar ies i n J e r u s a l e m , o n e of w h o s e first ac ts w a s to des t roy a l l s u c h 
records (War 2:427; 6:354; 7:61). T h e o n l y m e n t i o n of p o v e r t y 
as a c o n t r i b u t o r y factor i n t h e even t s l e a d i n g u p to r evo l t w a s 
s ign i f i can t ly e n o u g h i n t h e u r b a n c e n t e r of T i b e r i a s , w h e r e t h e 
de s t i t u t e c lass a r e s i n g l e d o u t as o n e de f in i t e e l e m e n t i n t h e 
t roub le s t he re (Life 66). T h e J e w i s h refusal t o p a y t h e t r i b u t e t o 
the R o m a n s m a y h a v e e x t e n d e d itself to G a l i l e e , b u t if so i t is 
s t r a n g e t h a t J o s e p h u s m i s s e d t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o s tress h i s o w n 
ro l e i n s u c h a c t i o n , n o r does i t a p p e a r t o h a v e b e e n o n t h e l is t of 
c h a r g e s w h i c h J u s t u s leveled a g a i n s t h i m . 1 3 2 T h e r e is n o s u g 
g e s t i o n t h a t J o s e p h u s ' c a p t u r e of t h e g r a i n f r o m Q u e e n Beren ice ' s 
es ta tes w a s d u e to a n y s h o r t a g e i n G a l i l e e , a n d t h e affair of t h e 
h i g h w a y m e n of D a b a r i t t a w a s a p p a r e n t l y a r e la t ive ly i so l a t ed 
i n c i d e n t d i rec ted a t t h e w e a l t h y (Life 119.126). As a l r e a d y m e n 
t i o n e d t h e soc ia l c o n d i t i o n s of t h e r u r a l p e o p l e of G a l i l e e w h o 
s u p p o r t e d J o s e p h u s is n o t o n e of p e n u r y s ince they c a n p r o v i s i o n 
themse lves , a n d e a c h c o m m u n i t y m a k e s i t c o n t r i b u t i o n of f igh t 
i n g m e n a n d s u p p l i e s . T h e r e w a s n o o b j e c t i o n o n t h e p a r t of 
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t h e G a l i l e a n s t o p a y t he i r t i thes , a n d J o s e p h u s ' c o l l e a g u e s a re 
s a id t o h a v e a m a s s e d a g r e a t a m o u n t of m o n e y (Life 63). It is 
i m p o s s i b l e t o say w h e t h e r t h i s r e l a t ive a f f luence , o r a t least 
self-sufficiency, w a s d u e to t h e i r w i t h h o l d i n g t h e R o m a n taxes . 
T h e p r o b a b i l i t i e s a r e t h a t s u c h a b o y c o t t d i d n o t t ake p l a c e i n 
G a l i l e e a n d so t h e r e s u l t i n g p i c t u r e is o n e i n w h i c h t h e c o u n t r y -
p e o p l e of t h e p r o v i n c e w e r e i n a m o r e s t ab le p o s i t i o n e c o n o m i 
ca l ly t h a n t h o s e of o t h e r a reas of t h e c o u n t r y , even t h o u g h t h e 
e c o n o m i c h a r d s h i p s of b r i g a n d a g e w e r e a l w a y s w i t h t h e m (Life 
77. 206; War 2:581). T h e a f t e r m a t h of t h e R o m a n c a m p a i g n d i d 
b r i n g s e r i o u s h a r d s h i p s as w e h a v e seen w i t h i ts s c o r c h e d e a r t h 
p o l i c y , m a s s e n s l a v e m e n t of p e o p l e , a n d f a i lu re to d i f fe rent ia te 
b e t w e e n i n n o c e n t a n d g u i l t y a l i k e (cf. War 3:59-63. 110f.). Yet 
t h e r e w a s n o e x o r b i t a n t t a x b u r d e n i m p o s e d o n t h o s e w h o d i d 
s o m e h o w s u r v i v e . 1 3 3 T h e t e m p l e t a x of a l l J e w s n o w b e c a m e 
p a y a b l e t o J u p i t e r C a p i t o l i n u s (War 7:218) a n d , h o w e v e r objec
t i o n a b l e t h i s m i g h t be o n r e l i g i o u s o r n a t i o n a l g r o u n d s , i t d i d n o t 
i m p o s e a h e a v i e r f i n a n c i a l b u r d e n o n t h e p e o p l e , n o r d o w e h e a r 
of a n y a d d i t i o n a l taxes i m p o s e d as a p u n i t i v e m e a s u r e . 1 3 4 P re 
s u m a b l y t h e R o m a n s ' s c o r c h e d e a r t h p o l i c y h a d m a d e it i m p o s 
s ib le for t h e m to exac t a n y m o r e f rom t h e p e o p l e , a n d i n d e e d 
to ta l s u b m i s s i o n r a t h e r t h a n i n c r e a s e d r e v e n u e m u s t h a v e been 
t h e p r i m a r y a i m of t he i r s e t t l e m e n t p o l i c y . 

Ill 
S O C I A L S T R A T I F I C A T I O N I N G A L I L E E 

T h e e x a m i n a t i o n of o w n e r s h i p of t h e l a n d a n d t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n 
of w e a l t h h a s c e r t a i n l y e n a b l e d u s to r e c o g n i z e t h e v a r i o u s classes 
w i t h i n socie ty i n G a l i l e e . I t h a s a l s o g i v e n u s a c r i t e r i on for 
i s o l a t i n g t h e u n d e r l y i n g factors t h a t s e p a r a t e d p e o p l e , b o t h 
soc ia l ly a n d c u l t u r a l l y , even to t h e p o i n t of u n c o v e r i n g t h e ten
s i o n s a n d a n i m o s i t i e s t h a t ex i s t ed b e t w e e n the v a r i o u s g r o u p s . 
I t r e m a i n s to spe l l o u t these d i s t i n c t i o n s m o r e c lear ly by desc r ib 
i n g t h e soc ia l c lasses t h a t e m e r g e d w i t h i n t h e p r o v i n c e for t h e 
p e r i o d cove red by t h i s s t udy . O u r d i s c u s s i o n u p to th i s p o i n t 
h a s m a d e i t c lear t h a t these r e l a t i o n s d i d n o t r e m a i n s ta t ic 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e p e r i o d . G a l i l e a n life w a s d i rec t ly affected 
by t h e c h a n g e s i n t h e b r o a d e r p o l i t i c a l w o r l d , a n d these i n t u r n 
h a d r e p e r c u s s i o n s o n every a spec t of i n t e r n a l soc ia l life. 
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O n e class w h i c h s u r v i v e d t h e m a n y v ic i s s i tudes w a s w h a t w e 
h a v e been c a l l i n g t h e G a l i l e a n p e a s a n t . I n a t t e m p t i n g to ident i fy 
these m o r e c lear ly w e d o n o t c o n s i d e r i t necessa ry to d r a w a s h a r p 
d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n t h o s e w h o m a y h a v e o w n e d t h e i r o w n p l o t s 
a n d those w h o w e r e t e n a n t f a rmer s of t h e l a r g e r e s t a t e s . 1 3 5 As w e 
h a v e j u s t seen, t h e t a x b u r d e n w a s s p r e a d ove r a l l a l i k e i n t e r m s 
of a de f in i t e p e r c e n t a g e of t h e p r o d u c e of t h e i r l a n d . T h i s m e a n t 
t h a t f i nanc i a l l y b o t h g r o u p s w e r e u n d e r t h e s a m e p r e s s u r e s . 
I n d e e d m a n y t e n a n t s m a y h a v e o r i g i n a l l y b e e n o w n e r s of t h e i r 
o w n p l o t s , b u t i n a b a d year h a d h a d to b a r t e r t h e i r l a n d i n o r d e r 
to p a y t r i b u t e o r b u y g r a i n for t h e f o l l o w i n g s e a s o n a n d even 
feed the i r f ami l i e s . O n c e t h a t h a d h a p p e n e d t h e r e w a s neve r 
a n y poss ib i l i t y of t h e i r r e t r i e v i n g t h e s i t u a t i o n , a n d they w e r e 
f o r t u n a t e i n d e e d if t hey c o u l d su rv ive as t e n a n t s o n w h a t w a s 
fo rmer ly t he i r o w n l a n d . 

W h a t w a s rea l ly d i s t i n c t i v e a b o u t t h e i r c lass w a s t h e i r n o n -
i n v o l v e m e n t i n t h e l a r g e r c o m m e r c i a l life of t h e a rea . T h e i r 
f a r m i n g of t h e l a n d w a s n o t a b u s i n e s s b u t a d u t y t o a n c e s t r a l 
loya l t ies t h a t w e r e d e e p l y e m b e d d e d a n d t h u s r e s i s t a n t t o c h a n g e . 
N o t t h a t they a r e t o be t h o u g h t of a s a g h e t t o , s i nce life i n t h e 
c o u n t r y does n o t g ive r i se t o t h e k i n d of soc ia l i s o l a t i o n i s m w h i c h 
c o u l d be r e g a r d e d as t yp i ca l of t h e ci ty g h e t t o . R a t h e r t h e i r life 
s tyle a n d o c c u p a t i o n d i d n o t b r i n g t h e m i n t o a n y k i n d of m e a n 
ing fu l c o n t a c t w i t h t h e r ea l a g e n t s for soc ia l c h a n g e . W h e n 
w o r k o r m a r k e t d i d i n v o l v e s u c h i n t e r a c t i o n i t w a s a p u r e l y f o r m a l 
affair t h a t w a s n o t l ike ly t o a l t e r p e o p l e s ' l ives t o a n y g r e a t e x t e n t . 
T h e o lde r v a l u e sys tem of t h e folk t r a d i t i o n t h a t h a d r e s i d e d i n 
t h e v i l l ages r e m a i n e d i n t ac t , a n d t h e v a r i o u s s e a s o n a l o r a n n u a l 
festivals, of ten of a r e l i g i o u s n a t u r e , c e m e n t e d these a n d ac t ed 
as a p o w e r f u l a n t i d o t e t o c h a n g e . F o r t h e m o s t p a r t t h e p e a s a n t ' s 
life w a s l ived w i t h i n t h e v i l l age , w h e r e k i n s h i p , rea l o r i m a g i n e d , 
a n d loyal ty w e r e t h e d o m i n a n t a t t i t u d e s . H o r i z o n s w e r e l i m i t e d 
because t h e r h y t h m of life w a s d e t e r m i n e d by t h e s ea sons , a n d so 
the re w a s n o sense of u n r e s t o r f r u s t r a t i o n . U n d o u b t e d l y t h e r e w a s 
s o m e m o v e m e n t a w a y f rom t h e l a n d to t h e s u r r o u n d i n g c i t i e s , 1 3 6 

b u t if J o s e p h u s ' f igure of 204 s e t t l e m e n t s i n G a l i l e e h a s a n y deg ree 
of accuracy , w e s t i l l ge t a p i c t u r e of a l a r g e r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n 
even a t t h a t la te s t age w h e n t h e l u r e of t he c i t ies h a d ex i s t ed for 
q u i t e s o m e t i m e . 
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A t B e t h A n a t h w e g o t s o m e h i n t of w h a t w a s l ike ly to o c c u r 
w h e n p e a s a n t s of o l d e r I s rae l i t e s tock c a m e i n t o c o n t a c t w i t h 
fo re igne r s of t h e i r o w n class . A c o m m o n p o s i t i o n a t t h e s a m e 
level of t h e e c o n o m i c sca le w a s m o r e i n f l u e n t i a l i n u n i t i n g t h e m , 
t h a n w a s t h e i r d ive rse c u l t u r a l b a c k g r o u n d i n k e e p i n g t h e m 
a p a r t . O u t s i d e r s w h o a r e i n t r o d u c e d i n t o a n o t h e r society a t t h a t 
level a r e n o t c u l t u r a l l y very a w a r e , a n d t h e l i k e l i h o o d is t h a t 
they w i l l m e r g e w i t h t h o s e n a t i v e s of t h e s a m e class , a n d g r a d u a l l y 
b e c o m e i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e f rom t h e m i n t e r m s of t h e p r e v a l e n t 
o l d e r c u l t u r e . T h i s is c e r t a i n l y w h a t t o o k p l a c e i n E g y p t a n d n o 
d o u b t t h e P t o l e m i e s offered t h e s a m e e n c o u r a g e m e n t for in ter 
m a r r i a g e w i t h t h e n a t i v e s i n P a l e s t i n e a l s o . 1 3 7 T h i s m e a n s t h a t 
t h e o l d e r p e a s a n t r y d i d c o m e i n t o c o n t a c t w i t h t h e n e w civil iza
t i o n , b u t i n a c u l t u r a l l y n o n - t h r e a t e n i n g w a y , as n e w ski l l s a n d 
t e c h n i q u e s w e r e a b s o r b e d a n d t h e ove ra l l q u a l i t y of life i m p r o v e d , 
a l w a y s w i t h i n t h e f r a m e w o r k of t h e o l d e r w o r l d v iew. O u r j u d g 
m e n t m u s t be t h a t t h e G a l i l e a n p e a s a n t r y d i d p ro f i t f rom th i s 
i n i t i a l i n t r o d u c t i o n of h e l l e n i s t i c c iv i l i z a t i on i n t o P a l e s t i n e . 
I n d e e d i n c o n t r a s t w i t h t he i r J u d a e a n b r o t h e r s t h e c h a n g e w a s 
l ike ly to f ind t h e m less t h r e a t e n e d a n d m o r e recep t ive , s ince for 
t h e m t h e p o l i t i c a l c h a n g e a t t h e t o p w a s m e r e l y a c h a n g e of 
fo re ign o v e r l o r d a n d n o t t h e loss of a u t o n o m y , a n d th i s w a s 
s o m e t h i n g for w h i c h c e n t u r i e s of p o l i t i c a l t u r m o i l h a d t h e m 
w e l l p r e p a r e d . 

C lose ly a s soc i a t ed w i t h a n d f o r m i n g t h e s a m e class as t h e 
p e a s a n t s w a s t h e so -ca l l ed ' r u r a l p r o l e t a r i a t ' . U n d e r t h i s h e a d i n g 
w e i n c l u d e t h e d a y l abo re r s , t h e t r a v e l i n g c r a f t smen , even t h e less 
o r g a n i z e d t y p e of b r i g a n d s , a l l of w h o m seem to be o n t h e inc rease 
as t i m e p rog re s se s . P r e s u m a b l y t h i s w a s d u e to t h e fact t h a t 
e c o n o m i c h a r d s h i p i n c r e a s e d w i t h t h e w a r s a n d t h e heavy taxes , 
even t h o u g h , as w e s h a l l see i n t h e n e x t c h a p t e r , soc ia l u n r e s t 
to t h e p o i n t of v i o l e n t subver s ive r e v o l u t i o n w a s m o r e typ ica l 
of t h e J u d a e a n t h a n t h e G a l i l e a n c o u n t r y s i d e . A r u r a l p r o l e t a r i a t 
h a s i ts r o o t s d e e p i n p e a s a n t o r i g i n s . Scarc i ty of l a n d a n d n a t u r a l 
i nc r ea se g ive r i se t o a s u r p l u s r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n , w h o h a v e n o 
g r e a t des i re t o b r e a k ties w i t h t h e i r o w n class . E c o n o m i c a l l y less 
s t ab le , they r e m a i n a ' c o n c e a l e d ' fac tor w i t h i n p e a s a n t r y be
c a u s e very of ten they s h a r e t h e s a m e r o o t s as t h e i r l a n d e d fel lows 
a n d r e n d e r services w i t h i n t h e c o m m u n i t y t h a t t e n d n o t to i so la te 
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t h e m i n t o a s e p a r a t e class e x i s t i n g for itself. T h e u n d e r l y i n g 
socia l w o r l d of t h e g o s p e l s i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e r e w a s a l a r g e ele
m e n t of t h i s k i n d w i t h i n G a l i l e a n p e a s a n t r y . W e h e a r of d a y 
l abore r s (Mt. 20:1-16), h i r e d se rvan t s (Mk. 1:20) a n d d e p o s e d 
s t ewards faced w i t h m a n u a l l a b o r o r b e g g a r y (Lk. 16:1-6), a n d 
the i r lo t seems to differ very l i t t l e f rom t h e t e n a n t s w h o w o r k t h e 
v i n e y a r d (Mk. 12:1-10) o r t h e f i s h e r m e n w h o l a b o r e d a l l n i g h t 
to n o ava i l (Lk. 5 :1 -11) . 1 3 8 I t is s u b s i s t e n c e l i v i n g i n b o t h cases. 

Never the less , t h e r u r a l p r o l e t a r i a t does i n t r o d u c e a n e w e l e m e n t 
i n t o t he p e a s a n t r y , i n t h a t they o b v i o u s l y h a v e less to lose t h a n 
t hose w h o a r e t ied t o a p l o t , e i t h e r l eased o r t he i r o w n . L a c k of 
access to t h e sources of p r o d u c t i o n c a n c a u s e n o t j u s t p o v e r t y , 
b u t a n a w a r e n e s s t h a t t h a t c o n d i t i o n ' is n o t m e r e l y a m a t t e r of 
poor t imes b u t of evil t i m e s / 1 3 9 S u c h a b r e a k t h r o u g h of c o n 
sc iousness i n w h i c h t h e l e g i t i m a c y of t h e e x i s t i n g a u t h o r i t y is 
c h a l l e n g e d a n d t h e r i g h t n o t t o be o p p r e s s e d asser ted , s eems , a 
priori a t least , t o be m o r e l ike ly a m o n g t h o s e w h o h a v e a b s o l u t e l y 
n o t h i n g to lose. L i n k s w i t h t h e e s t a b l i s h e d l a n d - o w n i n g o r 
l e a s i n g p e a s a n t r y a n d t h e c o m p e n s a t i o n of b e i n g a c c e p t e d as 
p a r t of it, m a y i n h i b i t s u c h a n a w a r e n e s s e m e r g i n g o n i ts o w n 
in i t i a t i ve , b u t u n d e r t h e s t i m u l u s of l a rge r soc ia l q u e s t i o n i n g , 
t he r u r a l p r o l e t a r i a t is m o r e l ike ly to m a k e c o m m o n c a u s e w i t h 
t he a g e n t s for c h a n g e . T h e m o r e c o n s e r v a t i v e p e a s a n t s a r e t o r n 
b e t w e e n the i r des i re to p rese rve w h a t they h a v e i n t r u s t f r o m t h e 
p a s t a n d t h e rea l d e p r i v a t i o n they a r e e x p e r i e n c i n g . T h i s i n s i g h t 
w i l l ca l l for fu r the r e x p l o r a t i o n i n t h e n e x t c h a p t e r . 

P e a s a n t r y h a s i ts o w n s t r u c t u r e s for c o p i n g w i t h t h e v a r i o u s 
p a t t e r n s of life w i t h i n t h e v i l l age . W e h a v e seen i n t h e p r e v i o u s 
c h a p t e r t h a t t h e c i t ies i n t r o d u c e d n e w ' t y p e s ' i n t o G a l i l e a n 
life, a n d i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y t h i s ref lected itself i n t h e r e o r g a n i z a t i o n 
of r u r a l life a l so . S i n c e t h e ba s i c s t r u c t u r e of life i n P a l e s t i n e 
for h e l l e n i s t i c t i m e s w a s f a s h i o n e d by t h e P t o l e m i e s , w e c a n 
expec t t h a t they r e spec ted t h e e x i s t i n g p a t t e r n s i n s o f a r as these 
c o u l d be m a d e to fit i n w i t h the i r o w n ove ra l l p o l i c i e s . T o u b i a s 
a n d J e d d u a , b o t h na t i ve s w h o m w e m e e t i n t h e Z e n o n c o r r e s p o n 
dence , a re w a r r a n t s for t h i s c l a i m . T r u e , w e m e e t G r e e k offices 
s u c h as t h e K W / A < > M ^ 0 < O T I 7 S , b u t t h i s n e e d n o t necessa r i ly m e a n t h a t 
t h e p o s i t i o n h a d a l w a y s to be f i l led by a n o n - n a t i v e . N o d o u b t 
expe r i ences s u c h as t h a t of Z e n o n w i t h J e d d u a s l o w e d d o w n t h e 
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proces s of i n t e r g r a t i n g loca l chiefs i n t o t h e n e w a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
sys tem, a n d a t B e t h A n a t h M e l a s is c e r t a i n l y a G r e e k . G r a d u a l l y , 
o n e m a y suspec t , n a t i v e s rose i n t h e service of t h e fo re igners 
f r o m b e i n g service p e o p l e t o loca l off icials , a n d th i s m u s t cer
t a i n l y h a v e c rea t ed i ts o w n t e n s i o n s w i t h i n G a l i l e a n p e a s a n t r y . 
By t h e first c e n t u r y C . E . v i l l a g e life i n G a l i l e e seems to be or
g a n i z e d o n t h o r o u g h l y J e w i s h l i ne s — a p roces s t h a t n o d o u b t 
h a d b e e n acce le ra t ed by t h e H a s m o n a e a n c o n q u e s t s a n d t h e 
J u d a i z i n g of t h e a r i s toc racy of t h e p r o v i n c e . T h u s J o s e p h u s c a n 
a p p o i n t loca l j u d g e s a t v a r i o u s cen te r s t o h a n d l e t h e lesser cases 
a n d seventy e lders of m a t u r e years as t h e m a g i s t r a t e s for a l l G a l i l e e 
(War 2:571), for t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of j u s t i c e i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h 
J e w i s h l ega l p r a c t i c e . 1 4 0 J o s e p h u s h a s several dif ferent exp re s 
s i o n s r e l a t i n g to t h e soc ia l s t r u c t u r e s of t h e c o u n t r y G a l i l e a n s 
a n d w h i l e n o n e of t h e m h e l p u s i n d e f i n i n g m o r e prec ise ly the i r 
exac t soc ia l s t a t u s a n d f u n c t i o n w i t h i n t h e loca l c o m m u n i t y , i t 
s e e m s n a t u r a l to iden t i fy t h e m w i t h v i l l a g e leaders a n d loca l 
m a g i s t r a t e s . T h e s e m e d i a t e d b e t w e e n t h e c o u n t r y p e o p l e a n d 
t h e r u l i n g p o l i t i c a l bosses , a n d so m u s t r e t a i n favor w i t h b o t h 
g r o u p s , b u t of ten n o d o u b t los t t h e c o n f i d e n c e of t h e o n e s ide 
o r t h e o t h e r . 1 4 1 

A n o t h e r t y p e of lesser official t h a t t h e G a l i l e a n p e a s a n t h a d 
to d e a l w i t h w a s t h e s t e w a r d of t h e a b s e n t e e l a n d l o r d . T h i s cha r 
ac te r a p p e a r s i n o u r sources f rom t h e t h i r d c e n t u r y B .C .E . 
( Z e n o n ' s c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ) to t h e first c e n t u r y C .E . T h e g o sp e l s 
s p e a k of t h e g o o d s t e w a r d as a c a u t i o u s m a n , c o n s t a n t l y e x p e c t i n g 
t h a t h i s m a s t e r w i l l c o m e u n e x p e c t e d l y (Lk. 12:42-46; Mt. 24:45f.), 
yet d i s h o n e s t y , e x p l o i t a t i o n of t h e t e n a n t s , a n d p e r s o n a l g reed 
s e e m to h a v e b e e n t h e o r d e r of t h e day (Mt. 18:24-35; Lk. 16:1-6). 
I n s u c h a soc ia l s t r u c t u r e it is u s u a l l y t h o s e a t t h e b o t t o m t h a t 
suffer m o s t , s i nce they a r e t h e m o s t v u l n e r a b l e , a n d it is in te r 
e s t i n g to f ind t h a t a l r e a d y a t B e t h A n a t h , n a t i v e p e a s a n t a n d 
l e a se -ho lde r h a d s h o w n a s o l i d f ron t t o M e l a s t h e e s t a t e - m a n a g e r 
of A p o l l o n i u s . S u c h r e l a t i o n s a r e i n e v i t a b l y tense h o w e v e r . T h e 
a g e n t d e p e n d s o n t h e successful c o n d u c t i n g of t h e m a s t e r ' s 
affairs , a n d t h i s m a k e s h i m less l ike ly to be t o l e r a n t of t h e s e rvan t s ' 
d e m a n d s , eas i ly m i s h a n d l i n g a w k w a r d s i t u a t i o n s . 

Re fe r ence h a s b e e n m a d e m o r e t h a n o n c e to S h e r w i n - W h i t e ' s 
o b s e r v a t i o n t h a t o n e f inds n o rea l m i d d l e c lass i n t h e gospe l s , 
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u n l i k e t he u r b a n b a c k g r o u n d of m u c h of Acts of t h e A p o s t l e s . 1 4 2 

J o h n of G i s c h a l a w a s t h e e x c e p t i o n w h o s e w e a l t h c a m e f r o m 
h i s p r o x i m i t y t o T y r e a n d i ts a f f luen t m a r k e t s , n o t j u s t f r o m 
G a l i l e a n c o n d i t i o n s . T h e e m e r g e n c e of a J e w i s h a r i s toc racy 
w i t h i n t h e p r o v i n c e is a s soc i a t ed w i t h t h e r i se of S e p p h o r i s a n d 
T i b e r i a s , t h e o n l y t w o rea l u r b a n cen te r s of G a l i l e e . I n t i m e t h i s 
w a s t o c rea te a fu r the r a n o m a l y i n t h e soc i a l r e l a t i o n s t he re . I n 
t he ear l i e r p e r i o d t h e r e is n o n a t i v e G a l i l e a n chief of t h e s t a t u r e 
of T o u b i a s , even t h o u g h t h e r e m a y h a v e b e e n lesser v i l l a g e 
leaders r e c ogn i z e d by t h e P t o l e m i e s a n d Se l euc id s . T h e H a s 
m o n a e a n r e - a l l o t m e n t of r o y a l l a n d s e v e n t u a l l y g a v e r i se t o a 
n a t i v e a r i s toc racy , b u t w i t h o u t d i s r u p t i n g t h e soc ia l s t r u c t u r e 
a l r eady e s t ab l i shed . T h i s c l e avage w a s f u r t h e r a c c e n t u a t e d w h e n 
G a b i n i u s u s e d t h e a r i s toc racy i n h i s c o u n c i l for t h e r u l e of G a l i 
lee. T h e y a r e n o w c lear ly seen as s u p p o r t e r s a n d off icials of t h e 
fo re ign o v e r l o r d for t h e i r o w n a d v a n t a g e (Ant 14:91). G a l i l e a n 
s u p p o r t for A n t i g o n u s t h e las t of t h e H a s m o n a e a n s w a s c e n t e r e d 
o n S e p p h o r i s , b u t in so fa r as t h i s w a s p o p u l a r l y b a s e d i t m u s t be 
seen as a n e x p r e s s i o n of I s rae l i t e l oya l t i e s a g a i n s t t h e I d u m a e a n 
ha l f - J ew, H e r o d , r a t h e r t h a n t h e r e su l t of w i d e s p r e a d s u p p o r t for 
soc ia l r e fo rms w h i c h t h e successors of t h e M a c c a b e e s h a d i n t r o 
duced . T h e o u t r a g e i n J e r u s a l e m ' s a r i s t o c r a t i c c i rc les ove r 
H e r o d ' s s l a u g h t e r of H e z e k i a h a n d h i s r o b b e r b a n d w a s , w e 
saw, a n i n d i c a t i o n of h o w t h e c lass of H a s m o n a e a n n o b l e s 
desp i sed t h e o p p o r t u n i s t i c r i se of A n t i p a t e r a n d h i s s o n s . T h u s 
t h e G a l i l e a n J e w i s h p e a s a n t f o u n d h i m s e l f i n t h e r a t h e r s t r a n g e 
p o s i t i o n t h a t t h o s e very p e o p l e t o w h o m h e felt b o u n d by t ies of 
n a t i o n a l a n d r e l i g i o u s loya l ty , t h e p r i e s t l y a r i s toc racy , w e r e i n 
fact h i s soc ia l o p p r e s s o r s . 

H e r o d e v e n t u a l l y t r i u m p h e d a n d so t h e H a s m o n a e a n n o b l e s 
we re r e p l a c e d by a n e w n o b i l i t y c e n t e r e d o n t h e c o u r t of A n t i p a s , 
first a t S e p p h o r i s a n d la te r a t T i b e r i a s . I n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y these 
a re t h e H e r o d i a n s of t h e g o s p e l s (Mk. 3:6; 12:13; ML 22:16), m e n 
of s u b s t a n c e a n d i n f l u e n c e w h o s e o u t l o o k w a s f r i end ly t o R o m a n 
r u l e as t h e bas i s for t h e i r o w n p o s i t i o n s . S o m e of t h e m w e k n o w 
by n a m e f rom A g r i p p a H ' s t i m e — J u l i u s C a p e l l u s , H e r o d s o n 
of M i a r u s , H e r o d s o n of G a m a l u s , C o m p s u s s o n of C o m p s u s a n d 
h i s b r o t h e r C r i s p u s , as w e l l as P h i l i p s o n of J a c i m u s f r o m 
G a m a l a . P r o b a b l y J u s t u s of T i b e r i a s a n d h i s f ami ly s h o u l d a l s o 
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b e i n c l u d e d i n t h e l ist , d e s p i t e J o s e p h u s * a t t e m p t s to b l a c k e n h i m 
(Life 32-42). I n An t ipa s* r e i g n they w e r e ca l l ed s i m p l y ot kv rcXet 
(Ant. 18:37) o r ot /jLeyiaraves o r xtXtdpx<u( m i l i t a r y d e s c r i p t i o n , 
Mk. 6 : 2 1 ) . 1 4 3 O n t h a t o c c a s i o n t h e ot irpcorot ri)s TaXtXatas a r e a l so 
p r e s e n t , a t e r m w h i c h J o s e p h u s uses for t h e l eaders of t h e G a l i 
l e a n s w h o s u p p o r t e d h i m s e l f (Life 220. 266. 305). P e r h a p s o n 
s t a t e o c c a s i o n s s u c h as t h e k i n g ' s b i r t h d a y they t o o k p a r t i n t h e 
r o y a l fest ivi t ies , s h o w i n g t h e soc ia l gu l f t h a t h a d e m e r g e d be
t w e e n t h e m a n d t h e p e a s a n t s w h o m they r e p r e s e n t e d . 1 4 4 

I n d e e d soc ia l a t t i t u d e s s eem t o h a v e h a r d e n e d c o n s i d e r a b l y 
i n t h e o n e h u n d r e d years s ince A n t i g o n u s c o u l d c o u n t o n s u p p o r t 
i n G a l i l e e . W e h a v e a l r e a d y dea l t w i t h t h e h a t r e d of t h e G a l i l e a n s 
t o w a r d s S e p p h o r i s i n t h e p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r . T h i s w a s to be ex
p l a i n e d , w e a r g u e d , n o t p r i m a r i l y i n t e r m s of t h e p r o - R o m a n 
s t a n c e of S e p p h o r i s , b u t r a t h e r b e c a u e of t h e soc ia l gu l f be tween 
c o u n t r y p e a s a n t a n d ci ty a r i s toc ra t , w h o n o w p r e s u m a b l y w a s 
a l s o s u p p o r t i n g R o m a n o f f i c i a l d o m i n r u n n i n g t h a t p a r t of t h e 
p r o v i n c e t h a t d i d n o t b e l o n g to A g r i p p a I I . A t least t h i s is w h a t 
h a p p e n e d i n t h e s e c o n d c e n t u r y , a n d i ts o r i g i n s c a n be t raced 
b a c k to t h e first a l r e a d y . T r u e , G a l i l e a n c o u n t r y p e o p l e were 
i n c l u d e d i n t h e p o p u l a t i o n of T i b e r i a s f r o m t h e s ta r t b u t the re 
w e r e n o rea l l i n k s m a i n t a i n e d w i t h t h e b r o a d e r h i n t e r l a n d , 
e x c e p t p r e s u m a b l y for t h a t m i n o r i t y of t h e p o p u l a t i o n t h a t 
n e v e r i n t e g r a t e d w i t h t h e u r b a n society a n d r e m a i n e d socia l ly 
d e p r i v e d , a h i d d e n r u r a l p r o l e t a r i a t f o r m i n g a n u r b a n g h e t t o . 
T h e sa i lo r s , p r e s u m a b l y f i s h e r m e n a n d ferry b o a t o p e r a t o r s o n 
t h e l ake , a r e i n c l u d e d i n t h e s a m e b r a c k e t w i t h t h e d e s t i t u t e class 
i n 66 C .E . (Life 66). B u t for t h e b u l k of t h e G a l i l e a n p e a s a n t r y 
T a r i c h a e a e r a t h e r t h a n T i b e r i a s w a s m o r e i n v i t i n g as they fled 
f r o m t h e R o m a n a t t a c k . T h e y c o u l d e x p e c t l i t t l e s y m p a t h y o r 
p r o t e c t i o n f r o m t h e H e r o d i a n a r i s toc racy t h a t w a s m u c h m o r e 
c o n c e r n e d w i t h i ts o w n affairs t h a n w i t h r evo l t f rom R o m e o r 
t h e f l i gh t of t h e p e a s a n t s (cf. Life 33). 
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9 T h u s Tcherikover, Mizraim, 48, who however is more cautious in W.H.Hell.A., 
94. The problem is complicated because our sources do not distinguish between 
crown land and private estates of the royal household, and in times of peace 
especially the distinction can be easily blurred. Cf. B. Levick, Roman Colonies in 
Southern Asia Minor, Oxford, Univ. Press, 1967, Appendix 6, 'Client Kings, Royal 
Domains and Imperial Estates', 215-26. 

1 0Tcherikover, Mizraim, 51, and W.H.Hell.A., 95, with text of this letter. 
11 PCZ 59003: TS>V Tovfiiov linrkvv icXiypoOxoi, numbered a Macedonian, a Greek and a 

Jew. Text in C.P.J, no. 1. 
1 2 C.B. Welles, Royal Correspondence in the Hellenistic Age, New Haven, 1934, 

esp. 205-9, deals with a letter from an Attalid king to cleruchs which distinguishes 
between leased lots and those to which they have absolute title, even in the absence 
of offspring. 

1 3 Tcherikover, Mizraim, 45ff; Hengel 'Das Gleichnis von den Weingartnern' 
esp. 11-16. 

1 4 This office may have included some of the duties of the Kco/xoyafi/jLarevs known 
to us from other sources, including the Vienna papyrus. Cf. Ant 16:203, for the 
office in Herodian times, and Tcherikover, Mizraim, 46, and McLean Harper, 
'Village Administration', 121 f, dealing with the Roman period. Rostovtzeff, 
SEHHW, 1, 345 and 3, 1403, n. 149, disagrees with Tcherikover about the status of 
the Beth Anath estate, which he considers to be a private holding (KTtjfia) and not part 
of the paaiXucii X«P«. Consequently, he considers the KW/UO/"^"^? to be a village 
tax-collector, not a royal financial official, as in the Vienna papyrus. Hengel, 'Das 
Gleichnis von den Weingartnern', 14, notes 51 and 54 thinks that the term KTTJUCL 

applied to the estate does not exclude the estate from being part of the kingsland 
and suggests that K<atwfu<r0coT-iis may be a 'zwischenpachter' between the government 
and the villagers, 15. 
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1 5 This reconstruction of the contents of the letter is based on Tcherikover, 
W.H.Hell.A., 94. In Mizraim however, he had treated the letter as coming from a 
travelling agent of Apollonius and not from Melas, the manager of the estate, who 
was different from theK«MOAu<rfl&>rifr. 

1 6 Thus Tcherikover. Rabbinic sources have a threefold distinction, corresponding 
more or less to Greco-Roman categories: there was the B^IN (Greek, nerox&s; Latin, 
partiarius), who received part of the produce as a wage; the "OltP (Greek, nurOcorris) 
who paid a fixed amount in rent, and the pj^ W(Greek, yaapyoL, Latin, coloni), who 
developed an estate and received part ot it in return for their labor. For a detailed 
discussion cf. S. Krauss, Talmudische Archaologie, 3 vols, Reprint Darmstadt, 
1966, 2, 105-11; F. Heichelheim, Roman Syria, in T. Frank, ed., An Economic Survey 
of Ancient Rome, Baltimore, 1938, vol. IV, 121-257, esp. 147f; Applebaum, 
'Economic Survey', Compendia, 2, 656-60. 

1 7 Hengel, 'Das Gleichnis von den Weingartnern', 26f; Tcherikover,Mizraim, 26f. 
1 8 Alt, 'Hellenistische Stadte und Domanen', G.P. 3,384-95; Tcherikover, Mizraim, 

46-50 and W.H.Hell.A., 94f; cf. however, Rostovtzeff's criticism of the latter, 
SEHHW, 3, 1403, n. 149. 

1 9 M. Gil, 'Land Ownership in Palestine under Roman Rule', RIDA 17(1970) 
11-53. 

2 0 P . Garnsey, 'Peasants in Ancient Roman Society', JPS 2(1975) 222-35, esp. 230. 
2 1 McMullen, Roman Social Relations, esp. 15, and Garnsey, 'Peasants', 233, n. 6, 

based on an inscription from Veleia near Parma for Trajan's reign. 
2 2 R. de Vaux, Ancient Israel. Its Life and Institutions, English trans., London, 

Darton, Longman and Todd, 1965, 164-7. 
2 3 d e Vaux, Ancient Israel, 124f, on the royal estates. 
2 4 Hengel, Jud. und HelL,m and 212f, n. 57. 
2 5 Bickerman, 'La Charte seleucide', 26. Alt has argued that Galilee never belonged 

to the Wvfc TQV UdaLav, but was always treated as x^pa jffcurtXuti), 'Galilaas Verhaltnis 
zu Samaria und Judaa', G.P. 4, esp. 404-6. 

2 6Landau, 'A Greek Inscription'. 
2 7 This is Landau's interpretation of these difficult and partially obscured lines, 

'A Greek Inscription', 64 and 67, n. 14, based on the suggestion of A.G. Woodhead. 
2 8 P . Briant, 'Laoi et Esclaves Ruraux', in Actes du Colloque 1972 sur Vesclavage, 

Annales litteraires de VUniversite de Besancon 140 and 163, Paris, 1974, 93-133, has 
collected and collated the available evidence from epigraphic and literary sources. 

29Rostovtzeff, SEHHW, 1, 503 and 2, 1103; Welles, Royal Correspondence, 96. 
*°Royal Correspondence, 96f. 
s lBickerman, Institutions des Seleucides, Paris, 1938, 176ff; Briant, 'Laoi et Es

claves Ruraux', esp. 96-106, with charts, 95f. 
S 2Briant, 'Laoi et Esclaves Ruraux', 105. 
55Ant 12:147-53 for a decree of Antiochus III, transferring 2,000 Jewish families 

from Babylon to Phrygia and giving them their own plots of land for building and 
cultivation. Cf. also, OGIS 488 for a second century C.E. inscription, and McLean 
Harper, 'Village Administration', esp. 151 ff, on public land, and 160ff on private 
ownership of villages in Roman Syria. 

S 4 This is not to deny a strong social component to the hellenistic reform in the 
plans of Antiochus IV; cf. / Mace 9:23ff and Hengel, Jud. und Hell. 529f. However, 
this change was only likely to have touched Galilee in those areas where Jewish 
refugees abandoned their homes and left for Jerusalem. 

35 lew/in? can refer to the land that goes with a duster of dwellings as well as to the 
dwellings themselves. 

S 6 As Briant notes, 'Laoi et Esclaves Ruraux', 117f, the <t>6pos or tribute is itself to be 
seen as a debt that the vanquished 'owed' to the conqueror, thereby making the 
villagers dependent on the royal fiscal administration. 

S 7Alt, 'Die Umgestaltung Galilaas durch die Hasmonaer', G.P.5,407-23 presumes 
this to be the ideological base for the expansion. However, Davies, The Gospel and 
the Land, 90-104, notes the absence of any direct appeal to the land as a religious 
symbol in the sources of the time. 
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**The Gospel and the Land, 98f. 
3 9Above, ch. 3, n. 6. 
4 0MomigHano, Ricerche. 10-27, esp. 14f. 
4 1It is unlikely that Herod would have been able to deal with Galilean land in the 

same way as he did with those he was granted in Batanaea, despite Alt's suggestion 
to this effect, 'Die Vorstufen zur Eingliederung Galilaas', G.P.6,431. Momigliano's 
suggestion occurs in Ricerche, 41. 

4 2 M. Stern, Compendia, 1, 272, n.2, Cf. above, ch. 4, n.61. 
4iRoman Society and Roman Law, 139f. 
4 4Hengel, 'Das Gleichnis von den Weingartnern', and Herz, 'Grossgrundbesitz'. 
4 5Rabbinic sources also suggest family holdings as Gil, 'Land Ownership', 27, 

notes. 
4 6 Thus Garnsey, 'Peasants', 226f and literature cited by him 233, n.8. 
47Cf. War 3:62.110.132 for the Roman scorched earth policy in the Galilean coun

tryside, presuming an independent peasantry rather than a subservient aristocracy. 
48Schiirer, Geschichte, 1, 640, n. 141, emphasizes that the correct translation of 

aTTodSadai is 'to lease', not 'to sell'. Cf. also Momigliano, Ricerche, 86f, for the legal 
situation, and A. Biichler, The Economic Conditions of Judaea after the Destruction 
of the Second Temple, London, Jews' College Publication, 4, London, 1912, esp. 
29-33. He points out that the new land policy caused great hardship for country-
people, according to rabbinic sources, yet notes the many examples of Jews contin
uing to own land up to the Bar Cochba revolt. 

4 9Above, ch. 3, V. 
5 0Biichler, Economic Conditions, 37-41, and Yadin, Bar-Kokhba, esp. 233-53 on 

the land contracts of Babata. 
5 1Klein, Neue Beitrdge, 10-18, and A. Biichler, Der GalilaischeAmHa-"Ares des 

zweiten Jahrhunderts, Reprint Darmstadt, 1968, 32-36. 
5 2Klein, Neue Beitrdge, 13, n. 7, argues that mesiq is the more original on the basis 

of Is 29:7; 51:13, and notes that the letters sade (2£) and samecl? (D) are often confused 
in the Mishnah MSS. Gil, 'Landownership', regards mesiqin as the more difficult 
reading and suggests an underlying Greek term. 

5 S'Landownership', 40-4. 
5 4'Landownership', 14-20, where he points out that the Roman distinction under

lies the lack of dominion, whereas the Jewish position stresses that there is little 
point to ownership without actual use. 

5 5Buchler, Der Galilaische Am Ha-'Ares,\%ll, in line with his general thesis, to 
be discussed below, ch. 8, places most of these developments in the post-135 C.E. 
period. Yet this seems to ignore the historical and social realities of the situation 
after 70, already. 

5 6 Thus, e.g. J. Klausner, Jesus von Nazareth, Berlin 1930, 229, n.30. Gil, 'Land-
ownership', 47f, n.40, gives a history of this line of understanding. Hengel, Die 
Zeloten, 53f, prefers Klein's interpretation above notes 51 and 2, linking the term with 
the new landowners introduced by the Romans. 

5 7'Land Ownership', 45-53, where he also suggests an etymological link with the 
<rwK€Ku>priKa formula of hellenistic papyri contracts. 

5 8 J. Neusner, Development of a Legend. Studies in the Traditions concerning 
Yohanan ben Zakkai, Leiden, E.J. Brill, 1970,138f, notes that the saying is probably 
pseudepigraphic, since it is in Aramaic, whereas all the other sayings of Johanan 
are in good Mishnaic Hebrew. 

5 9Herz, 'Grossgrundbesitz', 112, notes the need to distinguish between the various 
regions of the country when dealing with the large estates, and locates the small 
farmers in the hill country of Judaea, Samaria and Galilee. Cf. above, n.8. 

6 0 S. Krauss, TalmudischeArchdologie, 2, 110 and 502, n. 755 gives references to 
latefundia in rabbinic literature, presumably reflecting the later Galilean situation; 
also Biichler, The Political and Social Leaders of Sepphoris, esp. 34-49, who points 
out that the basic source of wealth still continued to be land. 

6 1Above, ch. 1, n.29. 
6 2McMullen, Roman Social Relations, 48. 
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6 3Tcherikover, Mizraim, 20-3 on the state control of the grain and oil trades by the 
Ptolemies. 

6 4 T h . Shanin, 'Nature and Logic of Peasant Economies', JPS 1(1974) 186-204, 
esp. 192-5, points out that in peasant societies change usually takes place as a result 
of outside agencies, though much depends on the local situation and the historical 
background for the effectiveness of such agencies. 

6 5 P. London 1948 (=Inv. 2661), now published by Skeat, Zenon Papyri; cf. Hengel, 
'Das Gleichnis von den Weingartnern', 12f, and Jud. und Hell., 76f. Rostovtzeff, 
SEHHW, 1, 364, suggests that Zenon himself may have known one of the many 
treatises on viticulture, on the basis of PSI 624. 

66Jud. und Hell., 85f and n. 332, with a list of places where such jar handles with 
Greek inscriptions have been found. 

6 7 Hengel, 'Das Gleichnis von den Weingartnern', discusses its dimensions and 
suggests that by modern standards 80,000 vines would require seventeen hectares, 
and at least 25 workers for the vineyard alone, which would amount to the popula
tion of a small village. 

68P. London 1948 mentions that Melas had provided the villagers with a well 
(4>piap). The papyrus is dated about a year after PSI 554 where the complaints of the 
tenants are mentioned. 

6 9PS7 324 and 5; Tcherikover, Mizraim, 20f and W.H.Hell.A., 91. 
7 0PCZ 59093 and PSI 406; Tcherikover, Mizraim 16-20 and W.H.Hell.A., 91f. 
^Mizraim, 22f. 
12Mizraim, 24. The fact that P Col Zen 2, col III, mentions grain being brought 

into Galilee from Sidon, according to the emendations of the editors of C.P.J. 1, need 
not surprise us, since it could well be seed grain for planting. 

73 Jud. und Hell., 86, n. 333, following Heichelheim, Roman Syria, 130ff. 
74 Geographica, 16,2.16. Stern, Greek and Latin Authors, 289, suggests, however 

that Strabo may have confused lake Meron (Huleh) with the Sea of Tiberias, since 
his description fits the northern lake better. 

75 SEHHW, 2, 1198. 
7 6 This was certainly the case at Philadelphia, Apollonius' large estate in Egypt, 

about which we are best informed. 
77 SEHHW, 2, 1196. 
78Jeremias, The Parables of Jesus, 12. The evidence adduced by Krauss, Talmudische 

Archaologie, 2, 160ff, is certainly later, though irrigation techniques do seem to have 
been in use at a much earlier period. 

79 PCZ 59004 and 6. Cf. Mizraim, appendix 1, 57ff. 
8 0 Hengel, Jud. und Hell., 91. 
81 SEHHW, 1, 297 on P Teb 701; 2,1177-9 and 3,1387, n. 101 on the Egyptian fish 

industry in general. 
8 2 Thackeray, Loeb Josephus, 2, 723, n. b, cites Martial, Ep XVIII, 85: 'princeps 

Niliaci macelli'. 
83 SEHHW, 1, 370f. 
8 4 S.S. Weinberg, 'Tel Anafa', 95ff. 
8 5 Davidson Weinberg, 'Hellenistic Glass from Tel Anafa', esp. 27. 
86 M. Bab Kam 10:9; cf. Heichelheim, Roman Syria, 191-3; Krauss, Talmudische 

Archaologie, 1, 137. 
8 7 Shanin, 'Nature and Logic of Peasant Economies', esp. 67-72. 
88 Roman Society and Roman Law, 139f. 
8 9 Above, n. 70. 
9 0 Above, n. 64. 
9 1Applebaum, 'Economic Life in Palestine', 662f, criticizes H. Kreissig, Die 

Sozialen Zusammenhange des Judaischen Krieges, Berlin 1970, 36-51, for his theory 
about control of the markets by the wealthy, on the basis that such a theory pre
supposes a countrywide price structure which did not in fact obtain. Rather the 
different towns depended on their local hinterlands because of the problems and costs 
of transporting goods. Yet this fact does not still remove the disadvantages of the 
small farmer in competition with the large landowners. 
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9 2Tactitus, Ann 2:42 writes: Trovinciae Syria atque Judaea, fessae oneribus, 
diminutionem tributi orabunt', referring to the time of Tiberius. 

9 SKreissig, Die Sozialen Zusammenhdnge, 37f; F.C. Grant, The Economic Back
ground of the Gospels, Oxford, 1926, 65. 

9 4According to Ant 12:299 slave dealers followed conquering armies in order to 
benefit from the increased supply of slaves from the vanquished. Ant 14:408-13 
illustrates the problems of countrypeople, including Galileans, as rival armies looked 
for supplies. On the problem in general, Launey, Recherches sur les Armees hellen
istiques, 690-715. 

9 5Hengel, Die Zeloten, 26-35, deals with the question of banditry in the ancient 
world and in Palestine in particular. Ant 18:274; 20:256 illustrate the social effects 
for countrypeople - emigration or impoverishment. 

9 6Heichelheim, Roman Syria, 211-13, and Ben David, Jerusalem und Tyros, 5-9, 
deal with the question of Syrian currency. 

91 PCZ 59093 and 4 indicate the presence of retiavat, that is, toll collectors, at Tyre 
and Gaza for a much earlier period. Cf. also Lk 19:2. 

9 8Ben David, Jerusalem und Tyros, 17; Grant, Economic Background, 64-71. 
"The Jewish rebels of 66 C.E. burned the &PX«U as their first act of revolt, War 

2:427, so that debts could not be collected, thereby showing that they were financial 
records. According to Biichler, Der Galilaische Am Ha-'Ares,244l, n. 3, the Roman 
authorities kept such financial records and so it is not surprising to hear of their 
transfer to Sepphoris. Cf. also War 6:354 and 7:61 for a similar usage, though in the 
former instance the building that housed the records may be intended. 

1 0 0 This interpretation of the legal background of the parable is that suggested 
by J.M. Derrett, 'Fresh Light on St. Luke XVI, 1. The Parable of the Unjust Steward', 
NTS 7(1960/1) 198-219. It presupposes that v.8a is part of the story. Ant 18:157 gives 
an example of usurious lending, which however comes from the urban setting of 
Ptolemais, not the rural context of the Lukan story. 

mT.Ab Zar 4:1; b. Bab Bath 90b, which forbade the storing up of essentials—wine, 
oil and meal, except during the Sabbath year and the year that preceded it, pre
sumably because this would have increased the prices in an ordinary year. Biichler, 
Der Galilaische Am Ha-'Ares, 241-3, sees these prescriptions as applying particularly 
to Galilee. 

1 0 2 Ben David, Jerusalem und Tyros, 16-8, who attributes this to the relatively 
intensive production of the necessities by the small farmers of Palestine. 

mThe Economic Background of the Gospels, 89. 
1 0 4Above, n.14. 
1 0 5 O. Michel, art.r€Xa>^$, TDNT, 8, 88-105, esp. 91f, for the tax-farming in Egypt, 

based on evidence from the papyri. 
106Rostovtzeff, SEHHW, 1, 344, who translates cols. 17-20 as follows: 'those who 

have leased the villages and the komarchs shall register at the same time the cattle 
in the villages liable to tax and exempt from it'. (ua-oreXi) KO! arekif) 

1 0 7Above, ch. 2, III. 
l06Geschichte, 1, 229, n. 14. Bickerman, 'La Charte Seleucide',17f, and Institutions 

des Seleucids, 111. 
1 0 9 This is the conclusion of Rostovtzeff, SEHHW, 1, 349 and 469-71, on the basis 

that the decree of Antiochus is a concession from a previously existing ordinance. 
1 1 0Bickerman, Institutions des Seleucids, 13If, and Rostovtzeff, SEHHW 1, 467f. 

Cf. also, Hengel, Jud. und Hell, 52. 
l l l T h i s is the conclusion of a well argued article by A. Mittwoch, 'Tribute and 

Land-tax in Seleucid Judaea', Biblica 36(1955) 352-61, esp. 356f, where he suggests 
that the &px<*>v <f>opo\oyias of / Mace 1:29 and the ftvcrapxfc of 2 Mace 5:24, sent by 
Antiochus to Jerusalem, should be understood as a special royal appointee in charge 
of taxes, now that the high priest, the official administrative head of the Jewish state 
in charge of the collection of the tribute, was no longer recognized. The old order 
of a tribute for the whole of Judaea reappears in the prof erred concessions of the later 
Seleucid kings: / Mace 11:28; 13:15.41; Ant 13:143. 

1 1 2Galilaas Verhaltnis zu Samaria und Judaa', G.P. 4, 406. 
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1 1 S C . Preaux, L'Economie royale des Lagides, Brussels, 1939, 134. 
n4W.H.Hell.A., ch. XI, 'Domestic Politics and Political Institutions', esp. 265-9. 
U5Ricerche, 19f. He thinks, however, that the system only continued until Ga-

binius, for Cicero writes of him: 'lam vero publicanos miseros tradidit in 
servitutem Iudaeis et Syris' (De Prov. Consul., V,10). Cf. also, Schalit, Herodes, 35, 
based on Josephus' remark, ot ivdavra (Jerusalem) 'Pctfiatoi ,whom he considers were 
Roman negotiatores. 

1 1 6 Thus Schalit, W.H.Her.P., ch. 1, 'The Fall of the Hasmonaean Dynasty and the 
Roman Conquest', 26-43, esp. 41f. However, Momigliano claims that his was never 
the policy of Rome in Judaea, Richer che, 6. 

1 1 7Antipater is styled k-Kip^r^ at Ant 14:127.139, apparently an official designa
tion, elsewhere used for a procurator, whose role, at least initially had a strong 
financial aspect, War 1:225; Ant 17:6. It seems then that he enjoyed an official posi
tion even before Caesar made him «riTpo7r6sin 47 B.C.E. Marcus, Loeb Josephus, VII, 
514f, n.d., suggests that Josephus may have been anticipating in the earlier notice, 
but Momigliano, Ricerche, 25, considers that they were two distinct offices, that of 
kinneXriTfc having to do with religious dues even when the five sanhedria were in 
existence. 

1 1 8 Momigliano, Ricerche, 10-30; Rostovtzeff, SEHHW, 1, 467f; 2,999-1001 3, 1578, 
n. 104; Heichelheim, Roman Syria, 231-45; Schiirer, Geschichte, 1, 511-13; Biichler, 
'The Edicts of Caesar', 13-18. 

1 1 9 There was no intention of restoring total independence to the Jews, however, 
as Biichler, 'The Edicts of Caesar', 2-5, points out, from the general tenor of the 
decrees. 

1 2 0 Momigliano, Ricerche, 21, and Heichelheim, Roman Syria, 231 and 5; Biichler, 
'The Edicts of Caesar', 17. Schalit, Herodes, 760, interprets 'the year following the 
sabbath year'. 

1 2 1Buchler, 'The Edicts of Caesar', 17, thinks that the second year tax was an 
annona militaris, a supplement in that year to the annona horrea or land tax. The 
fact that one kor was deducted from the latter 'in the second year of the lease', Ant 
14:201, presumably by way of relief, would seem to support this view. However, his 
idea about a separate lease cycle, independent of the sabbath year cycle seems un
likely, since the latter was recognized by the Romans, Ant 14:202. 

1 2 2Schiirer, Geschichte, 1, 511-13, gives details of the poll tax. The text from 
Appian: Syr. referring to a <f>6pos rS>v autiaruv is not clear, and at all events deals 
with a later time. 

l25Ricerche, 28f, based on the text of Appian (cf. n. 122). However, the census of 
Quirinius, Lk 2:1, would seem to argue against this position: Sherwin-White, 
Roman Society and Roman Law, 167; H. Braunert 'Der Romische Provinzialcensus 
und der Schatzungsbericht des Lukas-Evangeliums', Historia 6(1957) 192-214. 

™SEHHW, 2, lOOOf and 371578, n. 104, but with some hesitation. Biichler, 'The 
Edicts of Caesar', 13-16, argues on the basis of the annual tax Joppe had to pay and 
reconstructs the text accordingly. 

1 2 5 This is the title given him at War 1:225, whereas the parallel in Ant 14:280, 
describes him as o-rparnyfc, governor. Marcus, Loeb Josephus, 599, n.d., thinks that 
Ant is a correction of War, whereas Momigliano, Ricerche, 37f, seeks to retain both 
titles for different times. Cf. above, n.117. 

1 2 6 In Herod Antipas, Appendix IV, 298-300, Hoehner discusses the question of 
the tribute and concludes that in all probability the Herods had to pay a tribute, but 
did not have to give financial support for auxiliary troops. 

™Ricerche, 48f. 
1 2 8J.R. Donahue, 'Tax Collectors and Sinners. An Attempt at an Identification', 

CBQ 33(1971) 39-61, esp. 45-9, underlines the need to clearly distinguish between 
Galilee and Judaea and between the period before and after 44 C.E. before deciding 
the role of tax collectors in first century Palestine. For Antipas' Galilee he concludes 
that the toll collectors (reXawcu) were despised, not because they were seen as collabora
tionists of Rome, but because they engaged in a despised occupation. 
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1 2 9 M. Rostovtzeff, SEHRE, 2, 664, n.32, considers that the granaries of Upper 
Galilee belonged to Imperial estates and were not central depots. On the basis of 
PCZ 59004 we can presume a royal estate for Kedasa, and at Life, 118f we hear of corn 
from the royal estates of Queen Berenice. 

1 3 0Donahue, 'Tax Collectors and Sinners', 50-3; Michel, art., reh&vns, 101-3; Kreis-
sig, Die Sozialen Zusammenhdnge, 73. Cf. War 2:4: and Ant 17:205. 

mWar 6:422-4 does speak of a census of all Jews taking part in the Passover cele
brations, conducted by Cestius Gallus in 66 C.E. However, even if this actually took 
place it is noteworthy that the computation was done on the basis of the number of 
lambs slain for the festival, rather than by enrollment procedures for the participants. 

1 S 2According to War 2:404-6 the Jerusalem magistrates were responsible for the 
collection of the tribute. The arrears of only 40 talents suggests that Galilee was not 
involved, but presumably a similar arrangement obtained in that part that was under 
direct Roman rule. 

1 3 3Tithes were still expected to be paid according to rabbinic regulation, as is dealt 
with in detail, below, ch. 8. Cf. also, Biichler, Economic Conditions, 33-6. 

1 3 4Heichelheim, Roman Syria, 145f, speaks of official registration of lands and 
points to Eusebius' account, taken from Hegesippus, Eccles. Hist. 3,20, about the 
land that was owned by the brothers of the Lord in the reign of Domitian, and had 
been valued (Siarlniiau) at thirty nine plehtora of ground on which they had to pay 
taxes. 

1 3 5Cf. above, n. 16 on the different types of tenant according to rabbinic sources. 
1 3 6 One notes the Jewish population to be found in all the gentile cities of Palestine 

on the occasion of the riots of 66 C.E. 
1 3 7 The Vienna papyrus, above ch. 4, n. 94, gave official encouragement to inter

marriage between Greeks and natives. 
138 Krauss,Talmudische Archdologie, 2, 105f gives a long list of such occupations. 
1 3 9 S. Mintz, 'The Rural Proletariat and the Problem of Rural Proletarian Con

sciousness', JPS 1(1974) 291-325, esp. 315. 
1 4 0 This is the picture one gets from the gospels: a local judge with jurisdiction over 

inheritance and punishments {Lk 12:14.58; Mt 5:25); the synagogue with judicial 
authority even in a matter of life and death (Lk 4:29); the local synagogue ruler is an 
influential person (Mk 5:22); arguments should be settled by local synagogue 
councils (Mt 5:22); it has power of corporal punishment for specif ic crimes (Lk 12:11; 
Mt\0:17; 23:24); there is no clear distinction between treason and blasphemy (Mk 2:7; 
3:22: Lk 13:31). Cf. Sherwin-White, Roman Society and Roman Law, 133-43, and 
Safrai, 'Jewish Self-Government', Compendia, 1, 413f, for the later, post-70 period. 

1 4 1 Cf. R. Redfield, The Little Community and Peasant Society and Culture, 
Chicago, Univ. Press, 1960, esp. Peasant Society, 36-8, where he underlines the 
important social function of such 'hinge-men', whose lives are 'in part in the local 
community and in part—at least mentally—in more urban circles'. 

1 4 2 Above, n.43. 
1 4 3 Hoehner, Herod Antipas, 102, n.3., discusses the significance of the different 

titles, concluding that the former may have been head of toparchies, since it often 
occurs for the leading men of a group, whereas the latter seems to suggest rather a 
social class, Taristocratie du pays', as M.J. Lagrange, Evangile selon Marc, Paris, 
1926, 160, calls them. 



CHAPTER SIX 
H O W R E V O L U T I O N A R Y W A S G A L I L E E ? 

A s w e t raced t h e p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y of G a l i l e e , espec ia l ly in 
r e l a t i o n t o R o m e , i n t h e first s ec t ion of t h i s s tudy , t h e v iew 
g r a d u a l l y e m e r g e d t h a t t h e p r o v i n c e suffered less a t t h e 

h a n d s of t h e fo r e ign o v e r l o r d t h a n d i d J u d a e a p r o p e r , t h e m o s t 
o b v i o u s c o m p a r a t i v e e x a m p l e for o u r p u r p o s e . E v e n a t t h e t i m e 
of t h e first r evo l t , w h i l e c e r t a i n p a r t s of G a l i l e e felt t h e full w e i g h t 
of t h e R o m a n c o n q u e s t , w e c o n t e n d e d t h a t t h e r e w a s n o se r ious 
w i d e s p r e a d r evo l t t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e p r o v i n c e , a n d t h a t even
t u a l l y R o m e c a m e to r e c o g n i z e t h i s a l s o . H a v e w e t h e n a n s w e r e d 
i n a d v a n c e t h e q u e s t i o n p o s e d for t h i s c h a p t e r ? A p p a r e n t l y n o t , 
o r a t leas t n o t ful ly, for t h e r e is a very w i d e s p r e a d b o d y of o p i n i o n 
i n c o n t e m p o r a r y s c h o l a r s h i p t h a t s p e a k s of t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
e t h o s of G a l i l e e , e spec ia l ly as t h e b a c k d r o p to t h e m i n i s t r y of 
J e s u s , a n d w e m u s t e x a m i n e b o t h t h e ev idence a n d r a t i o n a l e 
for these a s s u m p t i o n s . O u r a i m w i l l n o t be to r e p e a t t h e a r g u 
m e n t a t i o n of t h e h i s t o r i c a l s ec t ion , b u t r a t h e r t o a t t e m p t to 
b r e a k n e w g r o u n d , by a s k i n g t h e q u e s t i o n : w h a t w e r e t h e l ikely 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y e l e m e n t s w i t h i n G a l i l e a n life a n d w h e r e were 
these loca ted? T h e n w e s h a l l be be t te r a b l e t o d i scuss t h e p o s s i b l e 
e x t e n t of t he i r i n f l u e n c e , g i v e n t h e n e t w o r k of soc ia l r e l a t i o n s 
w e d i s cus sed i n t h e p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r . 

F i r s t h o w e v e r , w e m u s t a t t e m p t t o g ive s o m e p r e c i s i o n to t h e 
w o r d ' r e v o l u t i o n a r y ' , s i nce even w i t h i n t h e p o l i t i c a l a r e n a it is 
c a p a b l e of m a n y di f ferent s h a d e s of m e a n i n g a n d i t h a s been 
fu r the r d i l u t e d by c o n t e m p o r a r y p o p u l a r i d i o m a n d u s a g e . As 
g e n e r a l l y a p p l i e d t o first c e n t u r y P a l e s t i n e t h e t e r m ' r evo lu
t i o n a r y ' is s y n o n o m o u s w i t h m e m b e r s h i p of t h e Zea lo t p a r t y , 
w h o s e i d e o l o g y is i den t i f i ed w i t h t h a t of t h e F o u r t h P h i l o s o p h y 
de sc r i be d by J o s e p h u s : 'as for t h e f o u r t h of t h e p h i l o s o p h i e s , 
J u d a s t h e G a l i l e a n set h i m s e l f u p as l eader of i t . T h i s s c h o o l 
agrees i n a l l o t h e r respec t s w i t h t h e o p i n i o n s of t h e Pha r i s ee s , 
e x c e p t t h a t they h a v e a p a s s i o n for l ibe r ty t h a t is u n c o n q u e r a b l e , 
s i nce they a r e c o n v i n c e d t h a t G o d a l o n e is t h e i r l eader a n d mas te r . 
T h e y t h i n k l i t t l e of s u b m i t t i n g to d e a t h i n u n u s u a l fo rms a n d 

208 
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p e r m i t t i n g v e n g e a n c e to fall o n k i n s m e n a n d f r iends if o n l y they 
m a y a v o i d c a l l i n g a n y m a n m a s t e r ' . O n these t e r m s a first cen
tu ry C .E . r e v o l u t i o n a r y i n P a l e s t i n e w o u l d refuse to s u b m i t t o 
R o m a n r u l e a n d f r o m r e l i g i o u s c o n v i c t i o n s be ac t ive ly e n g a g e d i n 
its o v e r t h r o w . T h e a s s u m p t i o n is t h a t these c o n v i c t i o n s a r e so 
deep ly felt t h a t v i o l e n c e is a n i n t e g r a l p a r t of t h e Zea lo t m a k e - u p , 
to t h e p o i n t t h a t they c a n e n d u r e g r e a t p h y s i c a l su f f e r ing t h e m 
selves a n d inf l ic t i t o n t h o s e w h o d i s ag ree , fo re igne r s a n d n a t i v e s 
a l ike . I n h i s m o n u m e n t a l s t u d y DieZeloten, ( L e i d e n 1961) M a r t i n 
H e n g e l h a s u n d e r l i n e d i n p a r t i c u l a r t h e r e l i g i o u s , even t h e 
m e s s i a n i c a n d e s c h a t o l o g i c a l o r i e n t a t i o n of t h e m o v e m e n t , as 
zeal for t e m p l e a n d t o r a h fired t h e m to e n g a g e i n a h o l y w a r for 
t h e r e s t o r a t i o n of I s rae l a n d t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of G o d ' s k i n g l y 
r u l e . 

N o t everybody accep t s t h e v i ew t h a t a l l J e w i s h r e s i s t ance t o t h e 
r u l e of R o m e i n t h e first c e n t u r y C .E . is t o be i den t i f i ed w i t h t h e 
Zea lo t p a r t y . 1 I n d e e d s o m e g o so far as to s u g g e s t t h a t t h e F o u r t h 
P h i l o s o p h y , a t least as f o r m u l a t e d by J o s e p h u s , is a re t ro jec t ive 
a p o l o g e t i c device o n h i s p a r t a n d t h a t i n r ea l i ty t h e Zea lo t p a r t y 
o n l y e m e r g e d d u r i n g t h e g r e a t revol t , a m i x t u r e of J u d a e a n 
p e a s a n t r y f lee ing f rom V e s p a s i a n i n t h e w i n t e r of 67 C .E . a n d 
J e r u s a l e m pr i e s t s of l o w e r r a n k w h o h a d s o w n t h e seeds of r evo l t 
i n t h e city before t h e a r r i va l of G e s s i u s F l o r u s i n 66 by t e r m i n a t i n g 
t he twice-da i ly sacrifices for t h e E m p e r o r (War 2:409-10; 4 :130-4) . 2 

T h o u g h t h e p o i n t is d i s p u t e d , J o s e p h u s , i t is m a i n t a i n e d , reserves 
t h e w o r d fijX&riys as a p a r t y n a m e for t h i s g r o u p , neve r a c t u a l l y 
d e s i g n a t i n g t h e F o u r t h P h i l o s o p h y i n t h a t w a y i n t h e ea r l i e r 
p e r i o d . 3 I n fact t h e n u m b e r of r e v o l u t i o n a r y g r o u p s t h a t J o s e p h u s 
m e n t i o n s d u r i n g t h e la te r s tages of t h e r evo l t sugges t s a very 
c o m p l e x p i c t u r e (War 7:262-70), a n d w e a re faced w i t h a d o p t i n g 
o n e of t w o a l t e rna t i ve s . E i t h e r t h e r e neve r w a s a s i n g l e u n i f i e d 
J e w i s h r e v o l u t i o n a r y p a r t y , o r t h a t p a r t y b e c a m e s o b a d l y s p l i n 
tered i n t h e i m m e d i a t e p r e - w a r p e r i o d t h a t i t is scarcely r ecogn iz 
ab l e as t h e F o u r t h P h i l o s o p h y by t h e t i m e V e s p a s i a n b e g i n s t h e 
s i ege . 4 

A c o m p l e x s i t u a t i o n b e c o m e s even m o r e c o m p l i c a t e d w h e n it 
is. r e cogn ized t h a t n o t eve rybody w h o e v e n t u a l l y b e c a m e e m 
b r o i l e d i n t h e w a r , d i d so b e c a u s e they f o u n d t h e R o m a n r u l e 
i n t o l e r a b l e . S o m e J e w s a b a n d o n e d J e r u s a l e m en t i r e ly (War 2:556) 
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o r refused t o b e c o m e i n v o l v e d ( S e p p h o r i s ) , w h i l e o t h e r s h o p i n g 
for p e a c e , a t t e m p t e d to c o n t a i n t h e s i t u a t i o n , o n l y to f ind t h e m 
selves i n v o l v e d i n a w a r they d i d n o t r ea l ly w a n t . O t h e r s s aw t h e 
r evo l t as a n o p p o r t u n i t y for p e r s o n a l a d v a n c e m e n t - never s t o p 
p i n g to t h i n k of t h e u l t i m a t e c o n s e q u e n c e s . I t does n o t serve 
J o s e p h u s ' bes t in te res t s t o r e l a t e t h e w h o l e r a n g e of J e w i s h v iews 
a b o u t t h e w a r , b u t t h i s s h o u l d n o t o b s c u r e t h e fact t h a t m a n y 
s u c h v i ews m u s t h a v e ex is ted , f rom t h o s e w h o w e r e p r e p a r e d to 
d i e i n b laze of g l o r y to t h o s e w h o w a n t e d p e a c e a t a l l cos t s . 5 

F a c e d w i t h these d i f f icul t ies , t h e q u e s t i o n , ' h o w r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
w a s G a l i l e e ? ' focuses o n a very specif ic g r o u p , s m a l l t h o u g h 
i n f l u e n t i a l , w h o , i t is a l l eged , o r i g i n a t e d i n a n d c o n t i n u e d to 
h a v e s t r o n g s u p p o r t i n G a l i l e e . H o p e f u l l y o t h e r v iews a l o n g t h e 
s p e c t r u m f rom r e v o l u t i o n a r y to p e a c e p a r t y w i l l c o m e i n t o c learer 
p e r s p e c t i v e by a p a r t i c u l a r c o n c e n t r a t i o n o n these r ad i ca l s . T h e 
e n q u i r y seems a l l t h e m o r e u r g e n t s i nce ' t h e G a l i l e a n s ' b o t h in 
a n c i e n t a n d m o d e r n w r i t i n g s h a v e b e e n b r a n d e d w i t h ce r t a in 
cha rac t e r i s t i c s w h i c h m a k e t h e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n b e t w e e n first 
c e n t u r y G a l i l e a n a n d r e v o l u t i o n a r y a l m o s t a b s o l u t e . 6 I t su i t ed 
J o s e p h u s ' o w n in te res t s to desc r ibe t h e u n r u l y cha rac te r i s t i c s of 
t h e p r o v i n c i a l s h e h a d to w e l d i n t o a n a r m y as fo l lows : ' W i t h th i s 
l i m i t e d a rea , a n d a l t h o u g h s u r r o u n d e d o n a l l s ides by s u c h 
p o w e r f u l fo re ign n a t i o n s , t h e t w o G a l i l e e s h a v e a l w a y s res is ted 
a n y h o s t i l e i n v a s i o n , for t h e i n h a b i t a n t s a r e f rom in fancy i n u r e d 
to w a r , a n d h a v e a t a l l t i m e s b e e n n u m e r o u s ; never d i d t he m e n 
l ack c o u r a g e o r t h e c o u n t r y , m e n ' (War 3:4 If). T h e fact t h a t J u d a s 
t h e f o u n d e r of t h e F o u r t h P h i l o s o p h y is c o n s t a n t l y desc r ibed as 
' t h e G a l i l e a n ' (War 2:118.433; Ant 18:23; 20:102; Ac 5:37), t h o u g h 
i n o n e i n s t a n c e h e is s a id to c o m e f rom G a m a l a i n t h e G a u l a n 
(Ant 18:4), h a s g i v e n fu r the r w a r r a n t y to t h e c l a i m for a r evo lu 
t i o n a r y G a l i l e e . T h u s t h e t e n d e n c y h a s been to see a l o n g t r a d i t i o n 
of r e v o l u t i o n i n t h e a rea , s t a r t i n g w i t h H e z e k i a h , t h e apx&yvTris 
p u t t o d e a t h by H e r o d , a n d c l i m a x i n g i n t h e revo l t of 66 C.E . 
R a b b i n i c a n d ear ly C h r i s t i a n sou rces s eem to c o n f i r m t h e p i c t u r e . 
T h e f o r m e r s p e a k of s u c h G a l i l e a n cha rac t e r i s t i c s as p r e f e r r i n g 
h o n o r to m o n e y (p Ket 4,29b) a n d of t he i r b e i n g q u a r r e l s o m e a n d 
aggres s ive a m o n g themse lves (M Ned 5:5; b Ned 48a) . Besides, w e 
h e a r of a G a l i l e a n h e r e t i c w h o r e p r o a c h e s t h e P h a r i s a i c scr ibe 
for i n c l u d i n g t h e n a m e of t h e e m p e r o r o n a b i l l of d ivo rce (M Yad 
4:8). J u s t i n M a r t y r (Dialogue with Trypho 80.2) a n d H e g e s i p p u s 
( E u s e b i u s Hist. Eccl. 4,22.7) l is t G a l i l e a n s a m o n g v a r i o u s J e w i s h 
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sects. It is me re ly t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n of t h a t t r a d i t i o n w h e n a 
m o d e r n w r i t e r c l a i m s : ' I v e n t u r e t o say t h a t t h e t e r m ' G a l i l e a n s ' 
i n t h e Vita does n o t h a v e a g e o g r a p h i c a l c o n n o t a t i o n , b u t is a n 
a p p e l l a t i v e n a m e g i v e n to t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s a g a i n s t R o m e a n d 
t h e ru l e r s of J u d a e a a p p o i n t e d by R o m e ' . 7 

N a t u r a l l y t h e p e r i o d of t h e r evo l t a g a i n s t R o m e h a s t o be o u r 
spec ia l c o n c e r n , n o t j u s t b e c a u s e o u r i n f o r m a t i o n for t h e p e r i o d 
is m o r e d e t a i l e d t h a n for a n y o t h e r m o m e n t of G a l i l e e ' s h i s t o ry , 
b u t a l so because it w a s t h e n , if ever, t h a t a r e v o l u t i o n a r y G a l i l e e 
s h o u l d c o m e c lear ly i n t o v i ew. H o w e v e r , s u c h m o v e m e n t s a r e 
never m u s h r o o m g r o w t h s , a n d so w e m u s t r e t r ace t h e ea r l i e r 
h i s to ry for ev idence of G a l i l e a n r e v o l u t i o n a r y ac t iv i ty o r s i t ua 
t i ons t h a t m i g h t h a v e c a u s e d i t t o e m e r g e . S u c h a n h i s t o r i c a l 
pe r spec t ive is a l l t h e m o r e necessary s ince o u r d i s c u s s i o n i n 
p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r s h a s m a d e i t c lear t h a t G a l i l e e w a s p a r t of a n 
e v o l v i n g a n d c h a n g i n g soc ia l a n d c u l t u r a l s i t u a t i o n . U r b a n i z a 
t i o n i n i ts ea r l i e r o r l a te r p h a s e s h a d n o t d e s t r o y e d t h e e s sen t i a l ly 
r u r a l a n d p e a s a n t society of t h e p r o v i n c e , a n d t h e i n d i c a t i o n s 
a re t h a t soc ia l , e c o n o m i c a n d c u l t u r a l d i v i s i o n s m o r e o r less 
c o r r e s p o n d e d w i t h t he p r i m a r y d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n t o w n a n d 
c o u n t r y . E x a m i n i n g t h i s m a n y - s i d e d soc ia l s i t u a t i o n m i g h t 
sugges t t h a t a l l t h e e l e m e n t s for t h e c lass ic r e v o l u t i o n by m o d e r n 
s t a n d a r d s w e r e to be f o u n d a m o n g s t t h e p e a s a n t p o p u l a t i o n 
t h e r e . 8 G a l i l e e , it c o u l d be a r g u e d w a s p a r t i c u l a r l y v u l n e r a b l e : 
absen tee l a n d l o r d i s m , c e n t u r i e s of b e i n g d e p r i v e d of t h e bes t 
p r o d u c e of a fert i le c o u n t r y , a r i s toc racy a n d the i r w a y s , a h e a v y 
b u r d e n of taxes b o t h s ecu l a r a n d r e l i g i o u s , a sense of in fe r io r i ty 
vis a vis t he i r J u d a e a n b r e t h r e n , yet w i t h a g r e a t a t t a c h m e n t 
to t he ances t r a l r e l i g i o n a n d its c u l t i c cen t e r - t hese a n d o t h e r 
factors i n t he G a l i l e a n p e a s a n t s ' life m i g h t be r e g a r d e d as c r e a t i n g 
a deep-sea ted fee l ing of d i s s en t t h a t o n l y n e e d e d t o be i g n i t e d i n 
o r d e r t o e r u p t i n t o v i o l e n t a n d b l o o d y r e v o l u t i o n a g a i n s t o p p r e s 
sors , n a t i v e a n d fo re ign a l i ke . D o e s th i s p i c t u r e c o r r e s p o n d w i t h 
t h e facts? 

I 
T H E N A T U R E O F G A L I L E A N R E S I S T A N C E T O 

H E R O D T H E G R E A T 

I n o u r h i s t o r i c a l survey of H e r o d t h e G r e a t ' s r e l a t i o n s w i t h 
G a l i l e e w e a r g u e d t h a t H e z e k i a h , t h e a r c h b r i g a n d w h o m h e 
execu t ed w a s n o o r d i n a r y h i g h w a y m a n , b u t r a t h e r a H a s m o n a e a n 
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s u p p o r t e r , w h o m a y i n d e e d h a v e b e e n forced to a d o p t r o b b e r 
tact ics d u e t o t h e defeat of P e i t h o l a u s . W e n o t e d t h a t relief a t h i s 
r e m o v a l w a s felt n o t i n G a l i l e e b u t i n Syr ia , a n d t h e r eac t i ons 
s h o w t h a t t h e i n c i d e n t w a s m u c h m o r e s e r i ous i n J e w i s h eyes 
t h a n J o s e p h u s o r h i s p r o - H e r o d i a n s o u r c e w o u l d h a v e u s be l i eve . 9 

T h u s t h e l a b e l i n g of H e z e k i a h apxtX^arrys is itself n o p r o o f t h a t 
h e w a s a f o r e r u n n e r of t h e F o u r t h P h i l o s o p h y w h o m J o s e p h u s 
r e p e a t e d l y descr ibes i n s i m i l a r t e r m s . W h i l e r ead i ly a d m i t t i n g 
t h e p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t s u c h tact ics a r e q u i t e c o n c e i v a b l e i n t h e bo rde r 
a r e a (cf. Ant 17:26; War 4:105), t h e l i k e l i h o o d is t h a t i t is i n t e n d e d 
as a t e r m of o p p r o b r i u m for H e z e k i a h , e i t h e r s t e m m i n g f rom 
N i c h o l a s , w h o i n t u r n w o u l d h a v e b e e n i n f l u e n c e d by R o m a n 
p r o p a g a n d a w r i t e r s , o r f rom J o s e p h u s ' o w n p o l e m i c a l c o n c e r n s 
a b o u t t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s of h i s d a y . 1 0 

W h a t of H e r o d ' s s u b s e q u e n t p r o b l e m s i n Ga l i l ee? W e h a v e a l so 
a r g u e d i n t h e h i s t o r i c a l sec t ion t h a t w h i l e t h e p r o v i n c e w a s t h e 
cen t e r of H a s m o n a e a n r e s i s t ance to H e r o d , t h i s w a s local ized a n d 
to s o m e e x t e n t soc ia l ly res t r ic ted . T h e P a r t h i a n p r e s e n c e r a t h e r 
t h a n t h e G a l i l e a n p o p u l a c e w a s t h e dec is ive factor i n t h e resist
a n c e of t h o s e H a s m o n a e a n s u p p o r t e r s w h o h a d c o n t i n u e d 
H e z e k i a h ' s s t r u g g l e . Of c o u r s e A n t i g o n u s w a s n o t s l ow to p o i n t 
to h i s o w n ances t ry i n a n a t t e m p t to w i n w i d e s p r e a d s u p p o r t a n d 
e s t a b l i s h h i s a n d h i s f a m i l y ' s c l a i m s . H i s add res s to S i lo , t h e 
R o m a n c o m m a n d e r (Ant 14:403-5) su re ly echoes H a s m o n a e a n 
t h i n k i n g , w h a t e v e r t h e s o u r c e of t h i s p a s s a g e . 1 1 H e r o d w a s a n 
I d u m a e a n a n d a c o m m o n e r (ibikr-Q re OVTI), a n d as a ha l f - J ew 
h e s h o u l d n o t receive t h e k i n g s h i p ; w h e r e a s h i s f ami ly h a d t h e 
t r a d i t i o n of k i n g s h i p a n d w e r e p r i es t s . T h i s s a m e e m p h a s i s 
u n d e r l i e s t h e r e c o l l e c t i o n t h a t A r i s t o b u l u s I w a s t h e first H a s 
m o n a e a n t o a c c e p t t h e t i t le of k i n g '48 years a n d 3 m o n t h s after 
t h e t i m e t h e p e o p l e w e r e re leased f rom B a b y l o n ' (Ant 13:301), a n 
i m p l i c i t c l a i m to t h e r e s t o r a t i o n of t h e D a v i d i c k i n g s h i p , a p 
p a r e n t l y . 1 2 I t is d i f f icul t to say h o w successful s u c h a p p e a l s were , 
b u t w e d o h e a r of s u p p o r t for t h e H a s m o n a e a n in J e r i c h o a n d , 
s u r p r i s i n g l y , i n I d u m a e a a l s o (Ant 14:410.413). 

M e n t i o n h a s a l r e a d y b e e n m a d e of t h e h e r o i s m of t h e o l d m a n of 
A r b e l a w h o , r a t h e r t h a n s u r r e n d e r t o H e r o d , sacr i f iced h i s wife 
a n d seven s o n s a n d t h e n h u r l e d h i m s e l f over t h e cliff ' t h u s s u b 
m i t t i n g to d e a t h r a t h e r t h a n s lavery ' (Ant 14:429f). T h i s recal ls 
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b o t h t h e M a c c a b e a n m a r t y r s a n d t h e la te r s l o g a n s of t h e F o u r t h 
P h i l o s o p h y , a n d w e m u s t r e c o g n i z e t h e p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t t he r e w a s 
a n u n d e r l y i n g i d e o l o g i c a l l i n k b e t w e e n t h e M a c c a b e e s a n d t h e 
defenders of M a s a d a , as W . R . F a r m e r i n p a r t i c u l a r h a s a r g u e d . 1 3 

Never the less , c a u t i o n is ca l l ed for, n o t j u s t b e c a u s e of J o s e p h u s * 
w e l l - k n o w n l i t e ra ry a n d a p o l o g e t i c dev ice of s u c h r e t r o j e c t i o n s , 1 4 

b u t a l so because of t h e n a t u r e of t h e o l d m a n ' s p r o t e s t . I n fact h e 
u p b r a i d s H e r o d , n o t for a s s u m i n g k i n g s h i p b u t for h i s ' m e a n e s s 
of sp i r i t ' o r m o r e p r o b a b l y ( T h a c k e r a y ) , ' l o w l y o r i g i n s ' ( i t s 
TaweivorriTa, Ant 14:430; War 1:313). 

W a s the i ssue of k i n g s h i p - H e r o d ' s o r t h e H a s m o n a e a n s ' -
l ikely to h a v e b e e n a v i t a l o n e a m o n g t h e G a l i l e a n p o p u l a c e ? 
S e e i n g t h a t R o m a n r u l e h a d p u t a n e n d to t h e H a s m o n a e a n k i n g 
s h i p a n d H y r c a n u s w a s g i v e n t h e t i t le ' e t h n a r c h ' (Ant 14 :194) 1 5 , i t 
m i g h t seem t h a t th i s w o u l d be t h e case. C e r t a i n l y t h e Psalms of 
Solomon, e spec ia l ly Ps .17 , g e n e r a l l y r e c o g n i z e d to be a r e s p o n s e 
to the cr is is of P o m p e y ' s t a k e o v e r 1 6 , p o i n t s i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n , w i t h 
its l o n g i n g for t h e m e s s i a n i c k i n g of D a v i d ' s l i n e : ' B e h o l d O L o r d , 
a n d ra i se u p u n t o t h e m the i r k i n g , t h e s o n of D a v i d , a t t h e t i m e i n 
w h i c h t h o u seest, O G o d , t h a t they m a y r e i g n over Is rae l t hy ser
v a n t ' (v.23). Yet o n e de tec ts i n t h i s p s a l m (cf. a l s o 8:5-14) n o t 
mere ly a c r i t i q u e of t he R o m a n s i n n e r s w h o h a v e def i led t h e 
Sanc tua ry , b u t a l s o of the H a m o n a e a n k i n g s . 1 7 T h u s w e r ead : 
' T h e y set u p a (wor ld ly ) m o n a r c h y (fiaaiktior) i n p l a c e of ( t ha t 
w h i c h was ) t he i r exce l lency (avri wf/ovs CLVTOOV). T h e y l a i d w a s t e 
t he t h r o n e of D a v i d i n t u m u l t u o u s a r r o g a n c e ' (v.6), b u t t h e 
D a v i d i c k i n g to c o m e ' s h a l l be r i g h t e o u s a n d t a u g h t by G o d . . . 
F o r h e s h a l l n o t p u t h i s t rus t i n h o r s e o r r i de r a n d b o w , n o r s h a l l 
h e m u l t i p l y for h i m s e l f g o l d a n d s i lver for w a r . N o r s h a l l h e 
g a t h e r c o n f i d e n c e f rom a m u l t i t u d e for t h e d a y of b a t t l e ' (vv .32f) . 1 8 

T h i s P h a r i s a i c c r i t i c i sm of t h e e x i s t i n g H a s m o n e a n k i n g s h i p 
h a d a l r eady a p p e a r e d d u r i n g t h e r e i g n of A l e x a n d e r J a n n a e u s a n d 
a t t h e t i m e of t h e d e p o s i t i o n of H y r c a n u s , w h e n J o s e p h u s says 
t h a t t h e p e o p l e (Wvos) w e r e a g a i n s t b o t h H y r c a n u s a n d A r i s t o b u -
lus a n d a sked n o t to be r u l e d by a k i n g , ' s a y i n g t h a t i t w a s t h e 
c u s t o m of t he i r c o u n t r y to obey t h e p r i e s t s of t h e G o d w h o w a s 
vene ra t ed by t h e m , b u t t h a t these t w o w h o w e r e d e s c e n d e d f rom 
pr ies t s w e r e s e e k i n g t o c h a n g e t h e f o r m of g o v e r n m e n t i n o r d e r 
t h a t they m i g h t b e c o m e a n a t i o n of s laves ' (Ant 14:41). S i m i l a r 
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s e n t i m e n t s w e r e exp re s sed a g a i n o n t h e d e a t h of H e r o d the G r e a t 
w h e n J e w i s h e n v o y s s p e a k i n g o n beha l f of t h e p e o p l e a sked for 
t h e d i s s o l u t i o n of k i n g s h i p a n d d e c l a r e d the i r r e a d i n e s s to be 
i n t e g r a t e d i n t o t h e R o m a n p r o v i n c i a l sys tem (Ant 17:299f.304. 

, 3 1 4 ) . 1 9 

T h e r e w a s t h e n a c o n s i s t e n t c r i t i q u e of e x i s t i n g k i n g s h i p b o t h 
H a s m o n a e a n a n d H e r o d i a n t h r o u g h o u t t h e first c e n t u r y B .C .E . 
i n P a l e s t i n e , w i t h o u t t h e o u t r i g h t r e j ec t ion of t h e idea itself i n 
t e r m s of t h e idea l m e s s i a n i c k i n g of D a v i d ' s l i ne . B u t s ince these 
ideas a r e t o be iden t i f i ed w i t h P h a r i s a i c circles i n p a r t i c u l a r i t 
s eems u n l i k e l y t h a t they w o u l d h a v e b e e n very c u r r e n t i n G a l i l e a n 
p e a s a n t c i rc les , a t leas t a t t h a t s t a g e . 2 0 T h i s s h o u l d be k e p t i n m i n d 
i n e v a l u a t i n g t h e i m p a c t of t h e r evo l t of J u d a s s o n of H e z e k i a h i n 
4 B .C .E . a t S e p p h o r i s i n G a l i l e e . 

J o s e p h u s l i n k s t h i s p a r t i c u l a r d i s t u r b a n c e w i t h a g e n e r a l revo l t 
a l l over P a l e s t i n e t h a t o c c u r r e d w h i l e A r c h e l a u s a n d A n t i p a s 
w e r e i n R o m e d e f e n d i n g t h e i r r e spec t ive c l a i m s to t h e t h r o n e 
before A u g u s t u s . T h e t r o u b l e b e g a n d u r i n g t h e feast of Pen tecos t 
w h e n p i l g r i m s f rom G a l i l e e , I d u m a e a , J e r i c h o a n d T r a n s j o r d a n , 
as we l l as J u d a e a d i s p l a y e d the i r a n g e r w i t h t h e R o m a n g e n e r a l 
S a b i n i u s w h o h a d of fended the i r s ens i t ib i l i t i e s by r a i d i n g t h e 
r o y a l t r ea su ry w i t h i n t h e t e m p l e p r e c i n c t s . T h e J u d a e a n s a re 
p a r t i c u l a r l y s i n g l e d o u t for t h e i r aggress iveness o n t h a t occa s ion 
(Ant 17:254; War 2:43). T h e e n s u i n g p i t c h e d b a t t l e s aw m a n y 
J e w s k i l l ed , a n d p r e s u m a b l y t h i s gave r i se t o d i s t u r b a n c e s a l l over 
t h e c o u n t r y . After brief ly m e n t i o n i n g a r evo l t of s o m e 2,000 of 
H e r o d ' s f o r m e r t r o o p s , J o s e p h u s l is ts t h e revo l t s of J u d a s i n 
G a l i l e e , S i m o n , a r o y a l s lave, i n J e r i c h o a n d A t h r o n g e s i n J u d a e a . 
T h e r e is a s c h e m a t i c q u a l i t y a b o u t t h i s e n u m e r a t i o n , a n d t h e 
i m p r e s s i o n is t h a t J o s e p h u s w i s h e s t o e l a b o r a t e fu r the r o n h i s 
ea r l i e r s t a t e m e n t s t h a t p e o p l e f rom t h e v a r i o u s g e o g r a p h i c 
r e g i o n s w e r e i n v o l v e d i n t h e d i s t u r b a n c e s a t J e r u s a l e m (254) 
a n d t h a t s u b s e q u e n t l y ' n e w t u m u l t s f i l led J u d a e a a n d i n m a n y 
q u a r t e r s m a n y m e n rose i n a r m s e i t h e r i n t h e h o p e of p e r s o n a l 
g a i n o r o u t of h a t r e d for t h e J e w s ' (269; cf. War 2:55). T h e r e is n o 
i n d i c a t i o n t h a t t h e t h r e e e x a m p l e s g i v e n i n m o r e de t a i l , J u d a s , 
S i m o n a n d A t h r o n g e s , w e r e p a r t of a n y u n i t e d f ront , i n d e e d they 
a r e r iva l r o y a l a s p i r a n t s a n d War 2:55 sugges t s t h a t m a n y o t h e r s 
a s p i r e d to t h e sove re ign ty (fiaaiXtiav; Ant 17:285). T h i s is 
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o b v i o u s l y a n e x a g g e r a t i o n a n d ra i ses t h e q u e s t i o n of h o w 
se r ious ly w e a r e to t a k e t h e r o y a l p r e t e n s i o n s of a n y of t h e c o n 
tenders , o r m o r e i m p o r t a n t l y , h o w se r ious ly t h e i r c l a i m s w e r e 
t a k e n by p e o p l e i n g e n e r a l . T h e Antiquities a c c o u n t of J u d a s ' 
revol t says ' t h a t h e w a s z e a l o u s for k i n g l y p o w e r ' (KCLI £ri\w<ret 
PaaiXeLov ri/xijs), a n d h a v i n g a r m e d h i s m e n f r o m t h e r o y a l a r s e n a l 
a t S e p p h o r i s e n g a g e d i n p l u n d e r i n g , w h e r e a s i n War w e h e a r t h a t 
h e a t t a c k e d t h e o t h e r a s p i r a n t s for p o w e r ( ro t s rr\v dvvaareiav 
triXovaw ) . 

B o t h H e n g e l a n d F a r m e r seek to e m p h a s i z e t h e m e s s i a n i c 
q u a l i t y of t h i s u p r i s i n g , t h u s s e e i n g i t as p a r t of t h e a p o c a l y p t i c -
m e s s i a n i c b a c k g r o u n d of t h e l a te r Zea lo t p a r t y . A c c o r d i n g t o 
H e n g e l , J o s e p h u s does n o t p r e s e n t i t i n t h a t l i g h t because , as 
a p o l o g i s t of h i s p e o p l e t o t h e R o m a n s , h e t e n d s to i g n o r e t h e 
fu tu re h o p e t h a t w a s a n i n t e g r a l p a r t of J e w i s h t h e o l o g y . 2 1 Yet 
th i s s h o u l d n o t o b s c u r e t h e fact t h a t w i t h i n J e w i s h A p o c a l y p t i c 
e x p e c t a t i o n n o s h a r p d i s t i n c t i o n s h o u l d be d r a w n b e t w e e n a n 
e a r t h l y - p o l i t i c a l a n d t r a n s c e n d e n t a l , o t h e r - w o r l d f igure , as t h e 
i m a g e r y of m u c h of t h i s l i t e r a t u r e m a k e s c l e a r . 2 2 O n e c a n r ead i l y 
accep t t h a t t h e deepes t w e l l - s p r i n g s of J e w i s h r e l i g i o u s belief 
w o u l d be u s e d i n o r d e r t o g a i n w i d e p o p u l a r s u p p o r t for r o y a l 
c l a i m s t h a t a n y m e s s i a n i c p r e t e n d e r m i g h t h a v e w i s h e d to m a k e . 
Yet t h e q u e s t i o n of l e g i t i m a c y w a s a n i m p o r t a n t o n e , a n d i n 
rea l i s t i c t e r m s J u d a s s o n of H e z e k i a h w o u l d h a v e h a d to r e p r e s e n t 
h imse l f as c a r r y i n g f o r w a r d s o m e r e c o g n i z a b l e t r a d i t i o n of k i n g 
s h i p - H a s m o n a e a n o r H e r o d i a n . 2 3 N a t u r a l l y , b e c a u s e of h i s 
father , h e w o u l d h a v e b e e n d e a d l y o p p o s e d t o H e r o d a n d h i s l i n e , 
a n d besides in the l igh t of o u r p rev ious d iscuss ion a b o u t Hezek iah , 
it w o u l d h a v e b e e n n a t u r a l for h i m to h a v e c l a i m e d H a s m o n a e a n 
l i n e a g e . 2 4 T o h a v e e scaped t h e p u r g e s of H e r o d m e a n t t h a t h e 
w a s n o t i n t h e d i rec t l i n e a n d m a y h a v e b e e n a b l e to h i d e h i s rea l 
loyal t ies d u r i n g t h a t p e r i o d o n l y to r e - e m e r g e as t h e leader of 
t hose r e m n a n t s of G a l i l e a n H a s m o n a e a n a r i s toc racy t h a t h a d 
su rv ived a t S e p p h o r i s a n d i ts n e i g h b o r h o o d . 2 5 T h e p o s s i b i l i t y of 
J u d a s g a i n i n g w i d e p o p u l a r s u p p o r t for h i s c l a i m s by a p p e a l i n g 
to the i r m e s s i a n i c e x p e c t a t i o n s w o u l d a p p e a r t o be l i m i t e d , 
however . T r u e t he re is ev idence of m e s s i a n i c q u a l i t i e s b e i n g 
a t t r i b u t e d to J o h n H y r c a n u s , b u t n o t t o a n y of t h e o t h e r H a s m o n -
aeans . O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , if R u d o l f Meye r ' s c o n j e c t u r e t h a t t h e 
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H e z e k i a h of r a b b i n i c l i t e r a t u r e w i t h w h o m ce r t a in e n d - t i m e 
e x p e c t a t i o n s w e r e l i n k e d , is t o be iden t i f i ed w i t h t h e H e z e k i a h 
w h o m H e r o d execu ted , i t m a y be t h a t J u d a s w a s a b l e to a p p e a l to 
l e g e n d a r y beliefs a b o u t h i s fa ther a n d d r a w o n s o m e p o p u l a r 
a s s u m p t i o n s a b o u t a w a r l i k e M e s s i a h as a w a y to bols ter h i s 
c a m p a i g n . 2 6 W e s h a l l h a v e o c c a s i o n to r e t u r n to these s u g g e s t i o n s 
i n the final sect ion of o u r s tudy i n a n e x a m i n a t i o n of the re l ig ious , 
o r m o r e speci f ica l ly t h e a p o c a l y p t i c c l i m a t e of G a l i l e e . F o r n o w , 
h o w e v e r , t h e c o n c l u s i o n f rom o u r ea r l i e r h i s t o r i c a l sec t ion m u s t 
s t a n d , n a m e l y t h a t t h e m a i n s u p p o r t for H a s m o n a e a n roya l 
c l a i m s i n G a l i l e e c a m e f rom t h e u p p e r levels of society r a t h e r 
t h e n t h e p o p u l a c e a t l a rge . T h e effort to w h i p u p p o p u l a r s u p p o r t 
by m a k i n g a p p e a l t o t h e r e l i g i o u s s e n t i m e n t of t h e p e o p l e seems 
to h a v e fa i led s ince V a r u s o r h i s de legate(s ) h a d o n l y to s u b d u e 
S e p p h o r i s , i n a r a t h e r r u t h l e s s f a s h i o n a d m i t t e d l y (Ant 17:295; 
War 2:75), t o p u t a n e n d t o t h e u p r i s i n g , a n d w e h e a r n o t h i n g 
fu r the r of J u d a s s o n of H e z e k i a h . O u r c o n c l u s i o n m u s t be t h a t t h e 
d i s t u r b a n c e s i n G a l i l e e a t t h e b e g i n n i n g a n d t h e e n d of H e r o d ' s 
r e i g n d o n o t w a r r a n t t h e a s s u m p t i o n t h a t G a l i l e e as a w h o l e w a s 
a h o t - b e d of r e v o l u t i o n a r y a p o c a l y p t i c m e s s i a n i s m f rom t h a t 
ea r ly da t e , n o m a t t e r h o w m u c h t h e a t t e m p t w a s m a d e to e x p l o i t 
s u c h ideas a m o n g t h e c o m m o n p e o p l e . I n so fa r as these events 
be t r ay t h e a t t i t u d e s of t h e masses , t h e G a l i l e a n s i n c l u d e d , i t is 
t h e v i o l a t i o n of t h e t e m p l e i n J e r u s a l e m r a t h e r t h a n w o u l d - b e 
m e s s i a n i c o r r o y a l c l a i m a n t s t h a t a r o u s e d t he i r p a s s i o n s . Does 
t h i s s u g g e s t a s e p a r a t i o n b e t w e e n k i n g s h i p a n d t e m p l e t h a t is a t 
leas t u n e x p e c t e d , even u n l i k e l y , g i v e n t h e D a v i d i c b a c k g r o u n d 
of b o t h h o p e s ? 

II 
J U D A S T H E G A L I L E A N A N D J E S U S O F N A Z A R E T H 

A S F O C A L P O I N T S F O R G A L I L E A N R E V O L U T I O N A R Y 
I D E O L O G Y ? 

A d i s t i n g u i s h e d J e w i s h R a b b i , G a m a l i e l I, c o m p a r e d the fate of 
J e s u s of N a z a r e t h w i t h , a m o n g o t h e r s , t h a t of J u d a s t h e G a l i l e a n 
(Ac 5:37) F o r o u r d i s c u s s i o n t h e c o m p a r i s o n is p a r t i c u l a r l y 
s u g g e s t i v e i n t h a t J e s u s ' m i n i s t r y w a s i n G a l i l e e a n d J u d a s 
a p p a r e n t l y c a m e f r o m the re , i t b e i n g g e n e r a l l y a g r e e d t h a t t h e 
e p i t h e t ' G a l i l e a n ' w a s g i v e n to h i m after h e h a d a c t u a l l y left t h e 
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p r o v i n c e . 2 7 E v e n m o r e i n t r i g u i n g is t h e fact t h a t w h e r e a s J u d a s 
p r o c l a i m e d t h e k i n g s h i p of G o d a l o n e , a n d t h i s e v e n t u a l l y l ed to 
h i s o w n d o w n f a l l a n d t h a t of h i s f ami ly , J e s u s w a s p u t to d e a t h o n 
a c h a r g e of, a m o n g s t o t h e r t h i n g s , s e e k i n g to des t roy t h e t e m p l e . 
I n t h e l i g h t of t h e q u e s t i o n j u s t p o s e d - t e m p l e o r k i n g s h i p as 
t he focus of t h e G a l i l e a n p o p u l a c e ' s r e v o l u t i o n a r y c o n c e r n s -
p e r h a p s a n e x a m i n a t i o n of t h e i m p a c t of these c h a r i s m a t i c f igures 
o n life i n t h e p r o v i n c e m a y p o i n t t o w a r d s a p o s s i b l e a n s w e r . 

J u d a s t he G a l i l e a n is m e n t i o n e d for t h e first t i m e by J o s e p h u s 
in c o n n e c t i o n w i t h a c e n s u s of t h e t e r r i to ry of t h e d e p o s e d 
A r c h e l a u s w h i c h w a s b e i n g i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o t h e R o m a n 
p r o v i n c i a l sys tem (War 2:118; Ant 18 :23) . 2 8 S i n c e i t w a s o n l y 
J u d a e a i n t h e s t r ic t sense t h a t w a s i nvo lved , i t is g e n e r a l l y r ecog
n ized t h a t J u d a s ' ca l l t o ' h i s k i n s m e n ' (rods C7rix<opcovs) w a s 
addressed to J u d a e a n s r a t h e r t h a n G a l i l e a n s . Neve r the l e s s , t h e r e 
is a g e n e r a l a s s u m p t i o n by m a n y s c h o l a r s , p r e s u m a b l y b e c a u s e of 
t he e p i t h e t ' G a l i l e a n ' , t h a t t h i s J u d a s is t o be i den t i f i ed w i t h 
J u d a s s o n of H e z e k i a h w h o s e r evo l t i n S e p p h o r i s w e h a v e j u s t 
d i scussed . S ince J o s e p h u s s p e a k s of s o n s of J u d a s t h e G a l i l e a n 
b e i n g act ively e n g a g e d i n s u b s e q u e n t r e s i s t ance to R o m e i n 
J u d a e a , d o w n to t h e fall of M a s a d a i n 73 C .E . a d y n a s t y of 
G a l i l e a n r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s is e s t a b l i s h e d r a n g i n g f rom H e z e k i a h 
to E leazar of M a s a d a . 2 9 T h e r e is n o t h i n g i n h e r e n t l y i m p r o b a b l e 
a b o u t s u c h a n i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , yet a c o n s i d e r a t i o n of o t h e r 
poss ib i l i t i e s w i l l a t least s u g g e s t c a u t i o n i n b u i l d i n g u p a n y 
e l a b o r a t e theor i e s a b o u t t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y s p i r i t of G a l i l e e o n t h e 
bas is of th i s f ami ly h a v i n g d e e p r o o t s t he re . I t w i l l a l s o serve t o 
u n d e r l i n e t h e very di f ferent c h a r a c t e r of t h e even t s of 6 C .E . f rom 
those of t en years ea r l i e r i n G a l i l e e . 

Even t h o u g h the re a r e o b v i o u s d i s c r e p a n c i e s b e t w e e n t h e t w o 
a c c o u n t s , t h e bas ic o u t l i n e of t h e F o u r t h P h i l o s o p h y e m e r g e s 
f rom b o t h War a n d Antiquities.30 J u d a s is de sc r i b ed as a ' s o p h i s t ' 
w h o t o g e t h e r w i t h a P h a r i s e e n a m e d S a d d o k i s s u e d a ca l l t o 
f reedom by r e fu s ing to p a y t r i b u t e to t h e R o m a n s o r a c c e p t i n g 
a n y m a n as m a s t e r , b u t o n l y G o d a l o n e (Ant 18:6-10.23-25; War 
2:118). T h e m o s t s i g n i f i c a n t d i f ference b e t w e e n t h i s p r o g r a m a n d 
t h e a i m of J u d a s s o n of H e z e k i a h is t h a t t h e l a t t e r s o u g h t t h e 
k i n g s h i p for h imse l f w h e r e a s J u d a s t h e G a l i l e a n ' s p l a t f o r m as 
desc r ibed by H e n g e l is , 'a r a d i c a l i z a t i o n of t h e first c o m m a n d 
m e n t ' a n d a refusal to accep t a n y f o r m of h u m a n k i n g s h i p . 3 1 Of 
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c o u r s e it c a n be a r g u e d t h a t t h i s d i f ference is m o r e a p p a r e n t t h a n 
r ea l . O n c e it is a d m i t t e d t h a t t h e J u d a s of 4 B .C .E . s aw h imse l f as a 
m e s s i a n i c p r e t e n d e r a n d t h e J u d a s of 6 C .E . w a s o p p o s e d to 
i l l e g i t i m a t e h u m a n o v e r l o r d s h i p , t h e t w o p o s i t i o n s w o u l d h a v e 
a c o m m o n m e e t i n g p l a c e i n t h e r o y a l m e s s i a n i c t r a d i t i o n s of 
J u d a i s m . 3 2 H o w e v e r , w e h a v e seen t h a t t h e r e a r e s t r o n g r e a s o n s 
for s u s p e c t i n g t h a t J u d a s s o n of H e z e k i a h w a s l a y i n g c l a i m to t h e 
H a s m o n a e a n t r a d i t i o n s of k i n g s h i p a n d so w o u l d h a v e a 
S a d d u c a e a n base , w h e r e a s i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y J u d a s t h e G a l i l e a n ' s 
p o s i t i o n w a s r o o t e d i n P h a r i s a i s m (Antl8:23), d e s p i t e t h e a t t e m p t 
to i so la t e h i m a n d h i s p h i l o s o p h y f rom a l l t h e o t h e r sects i n War 
2 : 1 1 8 . 3 3 T h e r e h a d a l w a y s b e e n a c e r t a i n reserve i n Is rae l w i t h 
r e g a r d to h u m a n k i n g s h i p , d a t i n g f rom t h e a n t i - m o n a r c h i c 
t r a d i t i o n s of / Sm 8-12, a n d t h e P h a r i s e e s h a d ca r r i ed o n th i s 
t r a d i t i o n i n t h e i r o p p o s i t i o n to t h e H a s m o n a e a n k i n g s h i p , as 
a l r e a d y d i scussed . I t w o u l d seem t h e n t h a t J u d a s t h e G a l i l e a n 
m u s t be r e g a r d e d as h a v i n g m a d e a de f in i t e t h e o l o g i c a l a n d 
soc ia l shift i n t h e i n t e r v e n i n g ten years if h e is t o be iden t i f ied 
w i t h J u d a s s o n of H e z e k i a h . Of c o u r s e s u c h a c h a n g e is n o t 
to t a l ly i m p r o b a b l e , as t h e e x a m p l e of J o s e p h u s a ha l f c e n t u r y 
l a te r m a k e s c lear (Life 1 If). Severa l perfect ly g o o d r e a s o n s c a n be 
sugges t ed . H e m a y h a v e b e c o m e d i s i l l u s i o n e d w i t h t he lack of 
s u p p o r t f rom t h e S a d d u c a e a n a r i s toc racy w h o s aw bet ter t imes 
a h e a d n o w t h a t t h e r u l e of t h e H e r o d s w a s over ; o r t h e p o p u l a r 
a p p e a l of P h a r i s a i s m m a y h a v e a t t r a c t e d h i m o n h i s t ransfer to 
J e r u s a l e m f rom G a l i l e e ; o r h e m a y n o t be t h e s a m e p e r s o n ! 
F o r t u n a t e l y w e d o n o t h a v e to p a s s j u d g m e n t o n a n y of these 
c o n j e c t u r e s o n c e it is r e c o g n i z e d t h a t J u d a s ' r a d i c a l ca l l is J u d a e a n 
a n d J e r u s a l e m - b a s e d , n o t G a l i l e a n . I n o t h e r w o r d s J u d a s ' r evo lu 
t i o n a r y s p i r i t h a d b e e n fostered n o t i n h i s h o m e l a n d b u t a t t h e 
i d e o l o g i c a l cen te r of J u d a i s m a n d u n d e r t h e i n f l u e n c e of t h e 
p a r t y w h o s e p r o g r a m it w a s to e x t e n d t h e t h e o c r a t i c idea l t o t h e 
da i ly l ives of a l l J e w s . 3 4 

W e h e a r n o t h i n g f rom J o s e p h u s a b o u t t h e o u t c o m e of J u d a s ' 
ca l l t o revol t , a n d a r e d e p e n d e n t o n t h e brief n o t i c e a t Ac 5:37 for 
t h e i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t h e p e r i s h e d a n d h i s fo l lowers w e r e sca t tered . 
T h i s ra ises t h e q u e s t i o n of w h a t b e c a m e of t h e F o u r t h P h i l o s o p h y 
a n d its idea l s f r o m t h e d e a t h of J u d a s to t h e t i m e w h e n it emerges 
a g a i n u n d e r a d i f ferent t h o u g h r e c o g n i z a b l e g u i s e i n t h e 
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i m m e d i a t e p re - r evo l t p e r i o d . J u d a s is d e s c r i b e d as a p o w e r f u l 
t eacher (<TO0 IOTI)S Sewoparos, War 2:433) a n d p r e s u m a b l y h i s 
o p i n i o n s w e r e ca r r i ed f o r w a r d , n o m a t t e r h o w di f f icu l t i t w a s to 
t ake pos i t i ve s teps to i m p l e m e n t t h e m . C e r t a i n l y t h e s i l ence of 
o u r sources is i n t h i s case n o ev idence t h a t s u c h a m o v e m e n t d i d 
n o t c o n t i n u e to exis t , even f l ou r i sh , g i v e n t h e h a r s h rea l i t i e s of 
p o l i t i c a l life i n p r o c u r a t o r i a l J u d a e a . 3 5 T h e d i f f e r ing s c h o l a r l y 
o p i n i o n s a b o u t t h e ex i s t ence of t h e Zea lo t p a r t y b e t w e e n 6 C .E . 
a n d 66 C.E. , a l r e a d y referred to , m a y to s o m e e x t e n t be a d i f ference 
of e m p h a s i s , s ince H e n g e l (as t h e c lass ic r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e v i ew 
t h a t it w a s a u n i f i e d m o v e m e n t w h i c h la te r s p l i n t e r e d ) , S m i t h a n d 
R h o a d s ( s p o k e s m e n for a d i s p a r a t e a n d m u l t i f a c e t e d s i t u a t i o n ) 
w o u l d a l l ag r ee t h a t J u d a s ' a c t i o n d i d h a v e a c o n t i n u e d r e l e v a n c e 
u p to a n d i n c l u d i n g t h e p e r i o d of t h e r e v o l t . 3 6 O u r c o n c e r n is to 
see h o w far t h a t i n f l u e n c e m o v e d f rom t h e cen t e r t o G a l i l e e , s ince 
w e k n o w t h a t m o r e o r t h o d o x P h a r i s a i s m w a s a t t e m p t i n g to m o v e 
in a s i m i l a r d i r e c t i o n i n t h e s a m e p e r i o d . 3 7 

Before t u r n i n g t o t h e m i n i s t r y of J e s u s of N a z a r e t h for a m o r e 
a d e q u a t e v iew of t h e s i t u a t i o n i n t h e p r o v i n c e , t h e r e a r e t w o brief 
no t i ces c o n c e r n i n g t h e G a l i l e a n s w o r t h y of c o n s i d e r a t i o n . T h e 
first is t h e t a n t a l i z i n g l y v a g u e reference t o ' t h o s e G a l i l e a n s w h o s e 
b l o o d P i l a t e m i n g l e d w i t h t he i r sacr i f ices ' a t Lk 13:1-4 a n d t h e 
s e c o n d c o n c e r n s G a l i l e a n a t t i t u d e s o n t h e o c c a s i o n of t h e b o r d e r 
i n c i d e n t w i t h t h e S a m a r i t a n s (Ant 20:120). T h e r e s eems to be n o 
poss ib i l i t y of i d e n t i f y i n g t h e f o r m e r e p i s o d e w i t h a n y of t h e 
r e p o r t e d acts of c rue l ty of P i l a t e , e spec i a l ly if w e ins i s t w i t h 
Bl in tz le r t h a t t h e p h r a s e Sov TO alfxa WXCLTOS kiii&v /uera TCOP 

OwUtiv refers t o t h e a c t u a l ac t of s ac r i f i c ing i n t h e t e m p l e a r e a 
ra ther t h a n loosely desc r ib ing the genera l occas ion of a p i l g r i m a g e 
to t h e t e m p l e , w h e n t h e e p i s o d e c o u l d h a v e t a k e n p l a c e . 3 8 U n f o r 
t una t e ly L u k e ' s of ten a c c l a i m e d h i s t o r i c a l in te res t is n o t m a t c h e d 
by h i s carefu lness i n c h e c k i n g h i s f a c t s 3 9 a n d t o a t t e m p t to b r i n g 
th i s i n c i d e n t i n t o c lose r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h t h e so -ca l l ed ' revol t i n 
t he deser t ' (cf Jn 6:14f) is a r a t h e r h a z a r d o u s , if t e m p t i n g u n d e r 
t a k i n g . 4 0 F o r o u r p u r p o s e s i t is suff ic ient to n o t e t h a t t h e i n c i d e n t 
i n v o l v i n g G a l i l e a n p i l g r i m s t o o k p l a c e w i t h i n t h e j u r i s d i c t i o n of 
P i l a t e , w h o h a n d l e d t h e affair w i t h h i s u s u a l tac t less b r u t a l i t y . 

T h e o the r inc iden t w i t h the S a m a r i t a n s is m o r e c i r cums tan t i a l ly 
r epo r t ed , b u t as a l r e a d y n o t e d t h e r e a r e i m p o r t a n t l a c u n a e . I n 
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p a r t i c u l a r w e s h o u l d l ike to k n o w m o r e a b o u t t h e R o m a n a d m i n 
i s t ra t ive take-over of G a l i l e e o n t h e d e a t h of A g r i p p a I i n 44 C.E . 
a n d w h e t h e r t h e r e h a d b e e n a n y d i s t u r b a n c e s i n t h e p r o v i n c e 
c o m p a r a b l e t o t h o s e of 6 C .E . i n G a l i l e e , b u t i n t h e a b s e n c e of a n y 
p o s i t i v e i n f o r m a t i o n w e h a v e n o r i g h t t o a s s u m e t h a t the re w a s . 
I n fact t h e a t t i t u d e of t h e J e w s , p r e s u m a b l y G a l i l e a n J e w s , a t 
T i b e r i a s w h o r e so r t ed to a peace fu l a g r i c u l t u r a l s t r ike r a t h e r t h a n 
v i o l e n t r e s i s t ance i n t h e affair w i t h P e t r o n i u s over G a m s ' s t a tue , 
w o u l d seem to p o i n t t o a r a t h e r d i f ferent a t m o s p h e r e i n t h e 
p r o v i n c e (Ant 18:274.284). H o w e v e r , J o s e p h u s does a t t r i b u t e 
Zea lo t - t ype t e n d e n c i e s t o t h e G a l i l e a n s i n t h e b o r d e r i n c i d e n t w i t h 
t h e S a m a r i t a n s . T h e Ant a c c o u n t i m p l i c a t e s t h e m m u c h m o r e 
t h a n War, for i t asser ts t h a t o n c e t h e a p p e a l of t he leaders 
(o i rrpdoroi) to C u m a n u s h a d fa l len o n deaf ears for w h a t e v e r 
r e a s o n , t h e G a l i l e a n s , i n d i g n a n t a t t h i s , u r g e d t h e J e w i s h masses 
t o r e so r t t o a r m s a n d to asser t t he i r l iber ty , (kXevdepia) for, they 
sa id , s lavery w a s i n itself b i t te r , b u t w h e n i t i n v o l v e d i n s o l e n t 
t r e a t m e n t i t w a s q u i t e i n t o l e r a b l e ' (Ant 20 :120) . 4 1 I t c o u l d be 
a r g u e d t h a t t h e p l a c i n g of t h i s s l o g a n o n t h e G a l i l e a n s ' l i p s w a s 
J o s e p h u s ' w a y of b r a n d i n g t h e w h o l e p o p u l a t i o n of t h e a rea w i t h 
t h e a t t i t u d e s of t h e i r fe l low c o u n t r y m a n , J u d a s (Ant 18:23) a n d 
i n l i n e w i t h h i s o w n self-defense as a p e a c e - k e e p i n g m o d e r a t e i n 
t h e p r o v i n c e la te r - t h e t h e m e of Life w h i c h is t h e a p p e n d i x to 
Ant. If t h a t w a s h i s i n t e n t i o n t h e n h e w a s p a r t i c u l a r l y successful , 
s i nce t h e p i c t u r e of t h e G a l i l e a n s h e w i s h e d to p o r t r a y is s t i l l t h e 
a c c e p t e d o n e . Neve r the l e s s , w e m u s t be o p e n to t h e idea t h a t 
g e n u i n e r e v o l u t i o n a r y ideas w e r e a c t u a l l y c u r r e n t i n t h e p r o v i n c e 
t h e n , w h i l e n o t i n g o n c e a g a i n t h a t i t is o n t h e o c c a s i o n of n a t i o n a l 
fest ivals i n J e r u s a l e m t h a t these m a n i f e s t t hemse lves . As a 
s i g n i f i c a n t f o o t n o t e t o t h e w h o l e affair i t s h o u l d a l s o be n o t e d t h a t 
w h e n t h e g o v e r n o r of Syr ia , U m m i d i u s Q u a d r a t u s e v e n t u a l l y 
i n t e r v e n e d , c h a s t i s i n g t h e c u l p r i t s a n d s e n d i n g t h o s e r e s p o n s i b l e 
t o R o m e , h e t u r n e d h i s a t t e n t i o n to J e r u s a l e m , n o t G a l i l e e , t he re 
t o f ind t h a t a l l w a s peace fu l as t h e p e o p l e ce l eb ra t ed a feast 
(Ant 20:133; War 2:244). 

T u r n i n g f rom J u d a s t o h i s y o u n g e r c o n t e m p o r a r y J e s u s , takes 
u s b a c k f rom J e r u s a l e m t o G a l i l e e . I m m e d i a t e l y w e e n c o u n t e r t h e 
p r o b l e m of h o w l e g i t i m a t e i t is to u s e t h e G o s p e l s as sources to 
r e c o n s t r u c t p r e - E a s t e r G a l i l e a n s i t u a t i o n s g i v e n t he i r c lear ly 
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k e r y g m a t i c a n d t h e o l o g i c a l c o n c e r n s . W e c a n n o t h e r e de l ay to 
e l a b o r a t e a n y ove ra l l t h e o r y a b o u t t h e h i s t o r i c a l n a t u r e of t h e 
gospe l s , b u t s i m p l y dec l a re o u r c o n v i c t i o n t h a t i t is p o s s i b l e t o 
r e c o n s t r u c t f rom t h e t r a d t i o n s e m b e d d e d i n t h e m c e r t a i n p a t t e r n s 
of life i n G a l i l e e a n d J e s u s ' r e s p o n s e to h i s o w n s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l 
s i t u a t i o n , p r o v i d e d w e p r o c e e d w i t h c r i t i ca l c a u t i o n . S u c h 
c a u t i o n is a l l t h e m o r e necessary i n v i ew of t h e very d i f f e r ing 
a s s u m p t i o n s t h a t u n d e r l i e m a n y of t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y v iews of 
J e s u s , even a m o n g s c h o l a r s s u p p o s e d l y e n g a g e d i n sc ient i f ic 
s tudy . S .F .G. B r a n d o n , for e x a m p l e , b r i n g s a w e a l t h of s c h o l a r l y 
i n f o r m a t i o n a n d a k e e n h i s t o r i c a l sense to s h o w t h a t J e s u s , if n o t 
a m e m b e r of t h e Zea lo t p a r t y a t least a l i g n e d h i m s e l f very c losely 
w i t h the i r p h i l o s o p h y , w i t h o n l y a d i f ference of e m p h a s i s . H e w a s 
m o r e c o n c e r n e d ' t o a t t a c k t h e J e w i s h s ace rdo t a l a r i s toc racy t h a n 
to e m b r o i l h i m s e l f w i t h t h e R o m a n s ' . 4 2 A t t h e o t h e r e n d of t h e 
s p e c t r u m , H e i n z Kre iss ig , a r g u i n g f rom a se l f -consc ious ly 
M a r x i s t p o s i t i o n , m a i n t a i n s ' t h a t J e s u s a n d h i s fo l lowers w e r e a 
g r o u p of c o u n t e r - a g i t a t o r s o p e r a t i n g a g a i n s t t h e J u d a s - S a d d o k 
g r o u p . T h i s is a l l t h e m o r e l ike ly s ince J e s u s s p e n t s u c h a l o n g 
t i m e i n G a l i l e e ' . 4 3 M o r e recen t ly , G e z a V e r m e s h a s a t t e m p t e d to 
recover J e s u s for p i e t i s t i c J u d a i s m by l o c a t i n g h i m w i t h i n t h e 
c o n t e x t of t h e G a l i l e a n Hasid t r a d i t i o n . 4 4 W h a t is s i g n i f i c a n t 
a b o u t these t h r ee s a m p l e s is n o t t h e fact t h a t a l l t h r e e h a v e b e e n 
less t h a n e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y rece ived i n t h e s c h o l a r l y w o r l d , b u t 
r a t h e r the dif ferent e m p h a s i s t h a t d i f ferent p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s c a n 
f ind i n t h e s a m e m a t e r i a l . W e h a v e n o i n t e n t i o n of c o m p e t i n g by 
of fe r ing a f o u r t h ve r s ion . O u r a i m is s i m p l y to ask t h e q u e s t i o n 
w h e t h e r t h e m a i n t h r u s t of J e s u s ' m i n i s t r y p r e s u p p o s e s a 
G a l i l e a n r e v o l u t i o n a r y e t h o s , as a l l t h r e e b o o k s j u s t m e n t i o n e d , 
a n d m a n y of t h e i r cr i t ics a l i ke , p r e s u p p o s e . 4 5 

By g e n e r a l a g r e e m e n t c e n t r a l t o t h e p r e a c h i n g of J e s u s w a s t h e 
n o t i o n of t h e k i n g d o m of G o d , w h o s e a d v e n t h e p r o c l a i m e d to t h e 
G a l i l e a n c r o w d s . 4 6 I n v i ew of o u r p r e v i o u s d i s c u s s i o n a b o u t k i n g 
s h i p i n J u d a i s m , t h e p o s s i b i l i t y m u s t h a v e b e e n very rea l t h a t 
J e s u s ' a u d i e n c e w o u l d h a v e u n d e r s t o o d h i s m e s s a g e a n d t h e 
s y m b o l s h e u s e d to exp res s i t i n p o l i t i c a l t e r m s . F u r t h e r , J e s u s ' 
a s soc i a t i on w i t h t h e B a p t i s t a n d h i s m o v e m e n t , a t t e s t ed i n v a r i o u s 
ways by a l l t h e g o s p e l s , s h o u l d h a v e m a d e h i m s u s p e c t i n 
H e r o d i a n eyes, e spec ia l ly if w e a c c e p t t h e J o s e p h a n r a t h e r t h a n 
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t h e g o s p e l v e r s i o n of J o h n ' s d e a t h as t h e m o r e h i s to r i ca l ly 
p r o b a b l e . 4 7 T h e B a p t i s t ' s p r e a c h i n g as r e c o r d e d by L u k e (3:10-14) 
w o u l d h a v e b e e n i n t e r p r e t e d as a s e r i o u s c r i t i c i s m of t h e c o u r t a n d 
i ts off icials a n d l ike ly to m a k e h i m p o p u l a r w i t h t hose w h o 
suffered soc ia l o r e c o n o m i c o p p r e s s i o n . L i t t l e w o n d e r t h a t 
A n t i p a s w a n t e d to be r i d of J o h n as a soc ia l a g i t a t o r (Ant 18:118) 
a n d w a s a p p a r e n t l y a l s o c o n c e r n e d a b o u t J e s u s a n d h i s d o i n g s 
(Mk 6:14-16; Lk 13:31-33). If G a l i l e e w a s t h e cen te r of J e w i s h 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y ideas a t t h e t i m e , o n e w o u l d expec t t h a t b o t h 
h y p o t h e s e s w o u l d b e ver if ied, n a m e l y a n exc i t ed a c c e p t a n c e of t h e 
l i b e r a t o r M e s s i a h by t h e p o p u l a c e a n d a h o s t i l e , decis ive m o v e 
m e n t a g a i n s t h i m o n t h e p a r t of t h e defenders of t h e p o l i t i c a l 
s t a t u s q u o . D o e s th i s p i c t u r e fit w e l l w i t h t h e r ecove rab le facts a n d 
w h a t s t a n c e d i d J e s u s a d o p t i n t h i s a l l eged ly r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
e n v i r o n m e n t ? 

E v e n a l l o w i n g m a x i m u m h i s t o r i c a l r e l i ab i l i t y to a l l t h e 
p a s s a g e s t h a t r e l a t e to J e s u s a n d A n t i p a s , o n e h a s t o be s t r uck by 
h o w l i t t l e t h e H e r o d i a n m o n a r c h i n t r u d e s h i m s e l f i n t o t h e g o s p e l 
s tory . T r u e , M a r k does s u g g e s t t h a t t he H e r o d i a n s j o i n e d forces 
w i t h t h e P h a r i s e e s i n s e e k i n g to des t roy J e s u s , b o t h i n G a l i l e e 
(3:6) a n d J e r u s a l e m (12:13), b u t t h e c o m b i n a t i o n is, to say t h e 
least , very u n l i k e l y h i s t o r i c a l l y i n e i t h e r p l a c e a n d i n fact is 
d r o p p e d by L u k e a l t o g e t h e r a n d r e t a i n e d by M a t t h e w o n l y i n t h e 
J e r u s a l e m p e r i c o p e (22:16). T h i s a l s o ra ises p r o b l e m s a b o u t t h e 
w a r n i n g c o n c e r n i n g t h e l eaven of t h e P h a r i s e e s a n d t h e l eaven of 
H e r o d (or H e r o d i a n s a c c o r d i n g to W 9 4> Sa), wha tever the o r ig ina l 
i m p o r t of t h e s a y i n g (Mk 8:15), a n d o n c e a g a i n b o t h M a t t h e w a n d 
L u k e o m i t t h e re ference t o H e r o d o r t h e H e r o d i a n s a l t o g e t h e r 
(Mt 16:6; Lk 12 :1 ) . 4 8 T h e f r e q u e n t w i t h d r a w a l s of J e s u s m i g h t be 
i n t e r p r e t e d as i n d i c a t i v e of h i s n e e d for c o n s t a n t v i g i l a n c e before 
t h e t h r e a t of H e r o d , e spec ia l ly s ince t he re seems to be a c o n s c i o u s 
a v o i d a n c e of t h e H e r o d i a n t o w n s of S e p p h o r i s a n d T i b e r i a s (cf 
Mk 6:31f; 6:45; 6:53; 7:31; 8:10; 8:22; 8:27; 9:2; 9:30. 33; 10:1). E v e n 
H o e h n e r ' s h i s t o r i c i z i n g t r e a t m e n t of these i n c i d e n t s a d m i t s t h a t 
s o m e a t least h a d r e l i g i o u s r a t h e r t h a n p o l i t i c a l i n t e n t , a n d t h u s 
t h e w a r n i n g of Lk 13:31 a n d J e s u s ' i n d e p e n d e n t a t t i t u d e o n 
h e a r i n g of H e r o d ' s t h r e a t s s t a n d i n i s o l a t i o n . 4 9 T h e a p p e a r a n c e 
of A n t i p a s i n t h e t r i a l of J e s u s (Lk 23:6-12) ra ises as m a n y 
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q u e s t i o n s as i t a n s w e r s , b u t a t leas t i t does m a k e it c lea r t h a t t h e r e 
w a s n o o p e n a n i m o s i t y b e t w e e n t h e p r o p h e t a n d t h e k i n g - w h a t 
ever t h e m o t i v e s of P i l a t e - o r L u k e ? - for i n t r o d u c i n g t h e l a t t e r . 5 0 

T h i s b a c k s t a g e r o l e of H e r o d i n t h e w h o l e m i n i s t r y of J e s u s m a y 
h a v e been p a r t of ea r ly C h r i s t i a n a p o l o g e t i c i n w h i c h t h e m i n i s t r y 
of J e s u s w a s depo l i t i c i zed . Yet o n t h e a v a i l a b l e e v i d e n c e a l l w e 
c a n say is t ha t , t h o u g h J e s u s m a y h a v e a r o u s e d t h e c u r i o s i t y , even 
the s u s p i c i o n s of A n t i p a s a n d h i s c o u r t , n o d r a s t i c a c t i o n w a s 
t aken , a n d t h e c o u r s e of h i s m i n i s t r y i n G a l i l e e w a s n o t u n d u l y 
i m p e d e d , q u i t e a c o n t r a s t to t h e fate of t h e B a p t i s t . 

W h a t of t he G a l i l e a n c r o w d s a n d J e s u s ' r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e m ? 
Does their overal l reac t ion to h i m suggest large-scale r evo lu t iona ry 
or zealotic concerns , a n d h o w d i d h e c o n d u c t h imsel f i n the con tex t 
of s u c h a t t i tudes? T h e r e is n o necess i ty t o refute i n de t a i l h e r e 
B r a n d o n ' s t heo ry of a zea lo t ic J e s u s s ince t h e r e is l a rge-sca le 
a g r e e m e n t t h a t i t is far t o o one - s ided , h y p o t h e t i c a l a n d b a s e d o n 
u n f o u n d e d a s s u m p t i o n s . 5 1 Neve r the l e s s i t does h e l p to focus o n 
ce r t a in aspec ts of t he m i n i s t r y a n d s a y i n g s of J e s u s t h a t ca l l for 
d i scuss ion i n t h i s c o n t e x t . T h e fact t h a t o n e of J e s u s ' c lose 
fo l lowers is ca l l ed S i m o n , ' t h e C a n a n a e a n ' (Mt 10:4; Mk 3:18) 
w h i c h L u k e t r ans l a t e s ' t h e Zea lo t ' (6 fryXwrTjs, Lk 6:15; Ac 1:13) 
is p e r h a p s t h e o n e s i n g l e p i e c e of i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m t h e g o s p e l s 
t h a t m o s t c lear ly sugges t s a r e v o l u t i o n a r y s i t u a t i o n i n G a l i l e e a n d 
of c o u r s e i t p l a y e d a l a r g e r o l e i n B r a n d o n ' s a r g u m e n t . H e n g e l , a t 
least i n h i s m o r e r ecen t p u b l i c a t i o n , is m o r e c a u t i o u s , s i nce 
clearly S i m o n w o u l d have to be regarded as a n ex-Zealot, especial ly 
s ince t h e s a m e g r o u p c o n t a i n e d a t ax-co l lec to r , o n e of t h e m o s t 
h a t e d s y m b o l s of R o m a n c o n t r o l . 5 1 S t i l l o t h e r s a r g u e w i t h s o m e 
ju s t i f i ca t i on t h a t s ince 6 Kavavalos of Mt a n d Mk is c l ea r ly m o r e 
o r i g i n a l t h a n L u k e ' s 6 fi/Xwrrys, S i m o n w a s o n e of t h a t c lass of 
J e w s k n o w n f rom r a b b i n i c sources as t h e qannaim, t h o s e 
spec ia l ly zea lous for t h e l a w a n d i ts o b s e r v a n c e w h o la te r f o r m e d 
a p a r t y of zea lous defenders of t h e t e m p l e . 5 2 

T u r n i n g to t h e a c t u a l t e a c h i n g of J e s u s w e c a n b e g i n w i t h t h e 
p a r a b l e s s ince i t is g e n e r a l l y r e c o g n i z e d t h a t they , m o r e t h a n a n y 
o t h e r sec t ion of t h e g o s p e l s , reflect t h e soc ia l s i t u a t i o n of G a l i l e e 
i n t h e first c e n t u r y C .E . I t is n o t e w o r t h y t h a t of a l l t h e p a r a b l e s of 
J e s u s - forty i n a l l a c c o r d i n g to J e r e m i a s ' c o u n t - o n l y t w o h a v e 
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b e e n u n d e r s t o o d as r e f l ec t ing a p o s s i b l e Zea lo t s i t u a t i o n . T h e 
first of these is t h e p a r a b l e of t h e p a t i e n t h u s b a n d m a n , Mk 4:26-
29. T h e p o i n t of c o n t r a s t i n t h i s p a r a b l e c lea r ly lies i n i ts s t r ess ing 
t h e pass iv i ty of m a n a n d h i s p o w e r l e s s n e s s to b r i n g a b o u t t h e 
k i n g d o m p r e m a t u r e l y o n c e t h e s o w i n g h a s t a k e n p l a c e (dirro/zarTj, 
of itself). I n a t t e m p t i n g t o a t t r i b u t e to t h e p a r a b l e a Sitz im 
Leben Jesu, i t w o u l d b e g e n e r a l l y a c c e p t e d t h a t t h e s tory is 
a d d r e s s e d t o t h o s e w h o w e r e i m p a t i e n t w i t h t h e a p p r o a c h a n d 
success r a t e of J e s u s ' m i n i s t r y . H o w e v e r , t h e r e is n o t h i n g i n t h e 
s to ry itself t o s u g g e s t t h a t t h i s i m p a t i e n c e s p r i n g s f rom a d h e r e n c e 
to t h e t ene t s of t h e F o u r t h P h i l o s o p h y . I n c a u t i o u s l y m a k i n g t h a t 
s u g g e s t i o n J e r e m i a s i n t r o d u c e s t h e e x t r a n e o u s i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t 
t w o ex-Zea lo t s w e r e to be f o u n d i n t h e i n t i m a t e c i rc le of J e s u s ' 
fo l lowers , S i m o n , a n d J u d a s I s ca r io t p r e s u m a b l y . 5 3 T h e second 
p a r a b l e , t h a t of t h e k i n g w h o w e n t t o a far c o u n t r y to o b t a i n 
k i n g l y p o w e r a n d t h e n r e t u r n , h a s b e e n i n t e r p r e t e d to refer to 
A r c h e l a u s w h o i n 4 B .C .E . w e n t t o R o m e to o b t a i n f o r m a l rat i f i 
c a t i o n f r o m A u g u s t u s as h i s f a the r ' s s u c c e s s o r . 5 4 If t h i s is t h e 
a c t u a l h i s t o r i c a l re fe ren t of t h e o r i g i n a l p a r a b l e , n o w conf l a t ed 
w i t h t h a t of t h e t a l e n t s i n L u k e (19:11-27 cf. vv. 12b.14-15a.27), it 
is n o t e w o r t h y t h a t t h e s tory does n o t s eem to h a v e s u p p o r t e d t h e 
zea lo t i dea l , even t h o u g h e l s e w h e r e J e s u s h a s re jected s u c h 
d i s p l a y s of p o w e r f r o m t h e k i n g s of t h e g e n t i l e s as u n w o r t h y of h i s 
d i s c ip l e s (Mk 10:42). R a t h e r i n t h i s case t h e k i n g ' s a u t h o r i t a t i v e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h h i s sub jec t s is u n d e r l i n e d , for h e h a s t h e 
r e b e l l i o u s s e rvan t s ' w h o d i d n o t w a n t h i m to r u l e over t h e m ' s l a in 
before h i m (v.27). T h u s J e s u s u s e d w h a t c o u l d h a v e been a 
sens i t ive e x a m p l e i n t e r m s of h i s h e a r e r s ' a t t i t u d e s as i l l u s t r a t i ve 
of h i s o w n m e s s a g e , w i t h o u t a f f i r m i n g o r c h a l l e n g i n g t h e va lues 
of e i t h e r t h e sub jec t s o r t h e k i n g . T r u e t h e e x a m p l e c a m e f rom 
J u d a e a n r a t h e r t h a n G a l i l e a n p o l i t i c a l life, b u t t h e q u e s t i o n 
r e m a i n s w h e t h e r t h i s k i n d of i l l u s t r a t i o n w a s l ike ly to h a v e been 
c h o s e n h a d h i s h e a r e r s b e e n infec ted w i t h Zea lo t idea l s . 

E x a m i n a t i o n of t h e o t h e r p e r t i n e n t s a y i n g s of J e s u s w o u l d 
a p p e a r t o c o n f i r m t h i s first i m p r e s s i o n , n a m e l y t h a t J e s u s w a s n o t 
over ly c o n c e r n e d w i t h z e a l o t i s m , a n d d i d n o t r e g a r d it as t h e 
d o m i n a n t i d e o l o g i c a l c o m p e t i t o r for h i s a u d i e n c e ' s a t t e n t i o n . 
T h e e n i g m a t i c s a y i n g a b o u t v i o l e n t m e n f o r c i n g t he i r w a y i n t o 
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t he k i n g d o m (Mt 11:12;L& 16:16) m a y i n d e e d reflect a n i nc r ea se i n 
zea lo t i sm ' s ince t h e days of J o h n t h e B a p t i s t u n t i l n o w ' , b u t i t is 
n o t a t a l l a d o m i n a n t n o t e , a n d it c e r t a i n l y c a n n o t be t a k e n as a 
ca l l for r ad i ca l a c t i o n by J e s u s t o h i s o w n f o l l o w e r s . 5 5 P e r h a p s 
m o r e t e l l i n g is h i s e m p h a t i c r e n u n c i a t i o n of v i o l e n c e i n t h e Q 
say ings p rese rved i n Mt 5:38-48; Lk 6:27-36, b e h i n d s o m e of w h i c h 
a t least l ies a very de f in i t e soc ia l a n d p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n of l a w 
cou r t s , u s u r y a n d l ega l c o n s t r a i n t . 5 6 W h i l e i t is p o s s i b l e t o 
r ecogn ize i n these s a y i n g s a s i t u a t i o n of i n ju s t i ce , i n e q u a l i t y a n d 
even v io lence , i t w o u l d be l i m i t i n g t he i r o r i g i n a l a p p l i c a t i o n 
u n d u l y to s u g g e s t t h a t they w e r e a d d r e s s e d so le ly o r even p r i m a r 
ily to t he d a n g e r s of z e a l o t i s m i n f e c t i n g t h e c i rc le of J e s u s ' 
d i sc ip les . I n o u r c h a p t e r d e a l i n g w i t h t h e soc ia l r e l a t i o n s i n 
G a l i l e e w e h a v e t o u c h e d o n t h e w i d e s p r e a d i n j u s t i c e i n t h e 
p r o v i n c e a n d t h e e c o n o m i c p r e s s u r e s o n t h e ' s m a l l m a n ' i n t o w n 
o r c o u n t r y w i t h i nc r ea sed t a x a t i o n , a m b i t i o u s r u l e r s a n d r u t h l e s s 
fore ign e x p l o i t e r s . A l l these w e r e e n d e m i c t o t h e soc ia l f abr ic of 
the a n c i e n t w o r l d a n d i n t h i s r e spec t G a l i l e e w a s n o d i f ferent f r o m 
o t h e r a reas w i t h g o o d a g r i c u l t u r a l p o t e n t i a l . B u t before w e c a n 
ident i fy a l l s u c h evils as i n d i c a t o r s of t h e w i d e s p r e a d a c c e p t a n c e 
of t h e i deo logy of J u d a s t h e G a l i l e a n , w e w o u l d h a v e to be a b l e t o 
s h o w t h a t r e s i s t ance , even v i o l e n t r e s i s t ance , w a s m o t i v a t e d by 
r e l i g i o u s as we l l as soc ia l i dea l s . W e s h a l l be i n a be t te r p o s i t i o n 
to d iscuss th i s p o i n t w h e n w e c o m e to e x a m i n e t h e c o n d i t i o n s 
o b t a i n i n g a t t h e o u t b r e a k of t h e first revol t , s i nce t h e s o u r c e s d o 
reflect a c o m b i n a t i o n of soc ia l a n d r e l i g i o u s c o n c e r n s a t t h a t 
t i m e . F o r t h e p r e s e n t w e m u s t a v o i d r e t r o j e c t i n g t h i s c o m b i n a t i o n 
of m o t i v e s t o a n ea r l i e r p e r i o d if t h e r e is n o c lea r e v i d e n c e to 
s u p p o r t it. 

A s t r o n g c o m p o n e n t i n t h e r e c o r d e d t e a c h i n g of J e s u s is h i s 
a d m o n i t i o n s o n t h e d a n g e r s of r i ches a n d h i s r a d i c a l ca l l for de
t a c h m e n t by h i s d i s c ip l e s (Mt 5:3; 19:16-30; Lk 6 :20-21; 12:22-34; 
16:10-14; Mk 10:17-30) . 5 7 Yet t h i s t h e m e does n o t d o m i n a t e t h e 
p a r a b l e s w i t h t h e t w o e x c e p t i o n s of t h e r i c h fool (Lk 12:16-20) 
a n d t h e r i c h m a n a n d L a z a r u s (Lk 16:19-31), even t h o u g h so m a n y 
of t h e m reflect t h e soc ia l c o n d i t i o n s of h i s o w n day , as w e s aw i n 
t he last c h a p t e r . O n c e it is a c c e p t e d t h a t J e s u s h a d n o des i re t o 
a l i g n h imse l f w i t h p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n a g a i n s t R o m e (MA 1 2 : 1 7 ) , 5 8 w e 
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a r e faced w i t h t h e s a m e d i l e m m a as ea r l i e r - J e s u s felt free to d r a w 
o n t h e w o r l d of e x p e r i e n c e of h i s h e a r e r s for h i s i m a g e s a n d m e t a 
p h o r s w i t h o u t p a s s i n g a n y m o r a l j u d g m e n t o n t h a t soc ia l s i tua 
t i o n . 5 9 If soc ia l i s sues a n d p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i s m h a d been so 
i n e x t r i c a b l y b o u n d t o g e t h e r as Kre iss ig , for e x a m p l e , w o u l d h a v e 
u s be l ieve , su re ly g rea t e r c a u t i o n w o u l d h a v e been ca l l ed for 
a n d a m u c h m o r e h o s t i l e r e c e p t i o n e x p e r i e n c e d . T h e s i lence of 
t h e g o s p e l t r a d i t i o n c o n c e r n i n g t h e Zea lo ts , e spec ia l ly w h e n o n e 
c o n s i d e r s t h e c o n d e m n a t i o n s of P h a r i s e e s a n d S a d d u c e e s , c a n n o t 
be used to a r g u e for a deep-seated a g r e e m e n t be tween Jesus a n d the 
F o u r t h P h i l o s o p h y , as B r a n d o n m a i n t a i n s , i n v i ew of t h e o t h e r 
i d e o l o g i c a l di f ferences to w h i c h w e h a v e a l r e a d y a l l u d e d . 6 0 

N e i t h e r is Y o d e r ' s e x p l a n a t i o n of t h e n o n - a p p e a r a n c e of t h e 
Zea lo t s i n t h e g o s p e l s b e i n g d u e to t h e la te r d i s a p p e a r a n c e of t h e 
g r o u p , very c o n v i n c i n g . 6 1 T h e Zea lo t s we re , after a l l , a very 
p o w e r f u l force i n P a l e s t i n e i n t h e p e r i o d of t h e f o r m a t i o n of t h e 
g o s p e l t r a d i t i o n , a n d after 70 C .E . a J e s u s - f i g u r e to ta l ly o p p o s e d 
to t h e Zea lo t i dea l w o u l d h a v e m a d e exce l l en t p r o p a g a n d a 
ma te r i a l in the R o m a n wor ld , as the l ine of a r g u m e n t in Josephus* 
Life i n d i c a t e s . I t m a y be t h e n , t h a t t h e g o s p e l s d o n o t reflect 
zea lo t i c idea l s , o r a v o i d i ssues t h a t m i g h t be d e e m e d sens i t ive to 
Zea lo t s b e c a u s e these w e r e n o t d o m i n a n t i ssues i n G a l i l e e a t t h e 
t i m e of J e s u s . 

T h i s t e n t a t i v e c o n c l u s i o n h a s , h o w e v e r , t o be b a l a n c e d by t h e 
fact t h a t J e s u s w a s p u t t o d e a t h by R o m a n s o n c h a r g e s of 
' p e r v e r t i n g o u r n a t i o n . . . f rom G a l i l e e to t h i s p l a c e ' , as L u k e p u t s 
t h e c h a r g e (Lk 23:3-5; cf Jn 11:48; 19:12; Mk 15:2.26) . 6 2 W e m u s t 
a v o i d w h a t Y o d e r ca l l s ' o v e r - s p i r i t u a l i z i n g exeges i s ' a n d recog
n ize t h a t h i s m i n i s t r y a n d h i s m o v e m e n t we re seen as a t h r e a t to 
R o m a n g o o d o r d e r i n P a l e s t i n e . 6 3 N o r c a n w e c o n f i n e th i s 
' p o l i t i c a l ' a s p e c t of J e s u s ' life t o t h e J e r u s a l e m p h a s e w h e r e 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n w i t h J e w i s h r e l i g i o u s a u t h o r i t i e s i n t h e t e m p l e 
i n e v i t a b l y left h i m o p e n to t h e c h a r g e of b e i n g a d i s t u r b e r of t h e 
peace . F o r o u r p u r p o s e s t h e so ca l l ed ' revol t i n t h e deser t ' (Jn 
6:14f; cf. Mk 6:45) is m o r e s i g n i f i c a n t s ince it i n v o l v e d G a l i l e a n 
c r o w d s , a n d t h e deser t h a d a p p a r e n t l y b e c o m e a n evoca t ive loca
t i o n for r e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s (Ant 20:168; Ac 21:38). 
T h e i n c i d e n t i n q u e s t i o n is c losely r e l a t ed t o t h e first f eed ing 
m i r a c l e , b u t even if w e p r e s c i n d f rom th i s s tory w i t h i ts t h e o l o g i 
ca l a n d m y t h o l o g i c a l t r a i t s , w e a r e s t i l l left w i t h a ' f r a m e w o r k ' , to 
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use D o d d ' s t e r m , t h e h i s t o r i c a l v a l u e of w h i c h c a n n o t b e d i s m i s s e d 
so l i g h t l y . 6 4 As a l r eady n o t e d , B l in tz l e r h a s s u g g e s t e d b r i n g i n g t h e 
i n c i d e n t i n t o r e l a t i o n w i t h t h e e p i s o d e of t h e G a l i l e a n s a n d 
P i l a t e to w h i c h L u k e a l l u d e s (13:1), as w e l l as w i t h J e s u s ' r e l u c 
t ance ' t o g o u p o p e n l y to t h e feast ' (Jn 7 :2 ) . 6 5 W h i l e s u c h c o n 
f la t ions a r e n o t l ike ly to g a i n very w i d e a c c e p t a n c e , h i s f o l l o w i n g 
is r e p o r t e d to h a v e s o u g h t forc ib ly (apirafait) t o i n s t a l l J e s u s a s 
k i n g . 

T h e i n c i d e n t is me re ly s u g g e s t e d by M a r k ' s l a n g u a g e - J e s u s 
' c o m p e l l e d ' t h e d i s c ip l e s t o en t e r t h e b o a t w h i l e h e h i m s e l f 
' d i smis sed ' t h e c r o w d , w h e r e a s J o h n s ta tes e x p l i c i t l y : ' w h e n t h e 
p e o p l e (oi avdp&woi) s a w t h e s ign(s ) w h i c h h e h a d d o n e , they sa id , 
' T h i s is i n d e e d t h e p r o p h e t w h o is t o c o m e i n t o t h e w o r l d ! ' 
P e r c e i v i n g t h a t they w e r e a b o u t to c o m e a n d t a k e h i m by force 
a n d m a k e h i m k i n g , J e s u s w i t h d r e w a g a i n to t h e h i l l s by h i m s e l f 
(Jn 6:14f). H o w a re w e to j u d g e t h e h i s t o r i c a l r e l i a b i l i t y of t h i s 
r epor t ? Pace D o d d , B r o w n a n d G l a s s o n 6 6 for e x a m p l e , a g o o d 
case c a n be m a d e o u t for t h e v i e w t h a t Jn 6:14f fits e x t r e m e l y w e l l 
i n t o t h e l a rge r t h e o l o g i c a l s c h e m e of t h e a u t h o r . T h e t i t les 
' p r o p h e t ' a n d ' k i n g ' a r e b r o u g h t t o g e t h e r h e r e as a p p l i c a b l e t o 
J e sus , o n l y to be re jec ted i n favor of a d e e p e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g of 
b o t h - t h e p r o p h e t w h o n o t m e r e l y does s i g n s b u t s p e a k s of G o d , 
a n d t h e k i n g w h o s e k i n g s h i p is n o t ' f r om h e r e ' , b u t is b a s e d o n h i s 
b e a r i n g w i t n e s s to t h e t r u t h (Jn 18:36-38) . 6 7 As is f r e q u e n t l y t h e 
case i n J o h n , h o w e v e r , t h e o l o g y is g r o u n d e d i n h i s t o r y , 6 8 a n d t h e 
fact t h a t t h e M a r k a n n a r r a t i v e reflects t h e s a m e i n c i d e n t , t h o u g h 
a p p a r e n t l y t h e r e is n o l i t e ra ry r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e t w o 6 9 , 
po in t s to t rad i t ion older t h a n e i ther gospel . J o s e p h u s (Ant 20:168f) 
s h o w s t h a t t he re is n o h i s t o r i c a l i m p r o b a b i l i t y a b o u t t h e c r o w d s ' 
r eac t i ons to t h e s i g n - p e r f o r m i n g p r o p h e t . T h e r e f o r e , D o d d ' s 
s u g g e s t i o n t h a t t he r e w a s a prima facie p o l i t i c a l a s p e c t t o t h e 
c l a i m s m a d e for J e s u s , f r a g m e n t s of w h i c h a r e s t i l l t o be f o u n d i n 
o u r gos pe l s a n d w h i c h reflect t h e ear l i es t u n f o r m e d t r a d i t i o n s i n 
Pa l e s t i ne , is w o r t h y of s e r i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n , 7 0 T h e s e e l e m e n t s 
w o u l d h a v e b e c o m e l a rge ly s u b m e r g e d la te r as t h e p o l i t i c a l scene 
c h a n g e d o r b e c a u s e it w a s n o l o n g e r e x p e d i e n t t o r e t a i n t h e m . 
Yet t h e r e c o g n i t i o n of t h i s fact h a r d l y a l l o w s u s to b u i l d u p a 
theory s u c h as t h a t of M o n t e f i o r e w h o sees i n t h e M a r k a n a c c o u n t 
t he e l e m e n t s of a g e n u i n e r evo l t of 5,000 m e n i n t h e d e s e r t . 7 1 T h e 
Bap t i s t ' s fate o n b e i n g s u s p e c t e d of i n i t i a t i n g a n i n s u r r e c t i o n 
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w o u l d seem to p r e c l u d e t h a t J e s u s ' r evo l t w a s of s i m i l a r p r o p o r 
t i o n s . W e a re t h u s faced w i t h t h e p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t t h e G a l i l e a n 
c r o w d s d i d i n fact r e s p o n d p o l i t i c a l l y to J e s u s ' m i n i s t r y a m o n g 
t h e m , b u t w e a r e l a rge ly i n t h e d a r k a b o u t t h e exac t m a g n i t u d e o r 
n a t u r e of t h e i r i n v o l v e m e n t . T h a t J e s u s u t t e r l y re jected s u c h 
e x p e c t a t i o n s is c lear f r o m t h e w h o l e u n d e r s t a n d i n g of h i s 
m e s s a g e as w e l l as h i s r e a c t i o n to i n d i v i d u a l d i s c ip l e s ' expec ta 
t i o n s (Mk 8:33; 10:38f; Lk 24 :21; Ac 1:6), yet t h e m o v e m e n t a n d 
e x p e c t a t i o n w a s suf f ic ien t t o serve as t h e bas i s for a la te r c h a r g e 
a g a i n s t h i m before t h e R o m a n a u t h o r i t i e s . O n c e a g a i n J e r u s a l e m 
r a t h e r t h a n G a l i l e e w a s t h e scene of t h e f ina l a u t h o r i t a t i v e 
r e a c t i o n . 

S u m m i n g u p t h i s d i s c u s s i o n of G a l i l e a n r e v o l u t i o n a r y a t t i 
t u d e s as these c rys ta l ized a r o u n d J u d a s t h e G a l i l e a n a n d J e s u s of 
N a z a r e t h , w e c a n say t h a t J e r u s a l e m r a t h e r t h a n G a l i l e e w a s t h e 
focal p o i n t of r e s i s t ance - even for G a l i l e a n s . T h i s h e l p s to u n d e r 
l i n e t h e r e l i g i o u s a s p e c t of a l l r e s i s t ance to R o m e i n t h e first 
c e n t u r y , a s H e n g e l so r i g h t l y stresses. G a l i l e e a n d G a l i l e a n s we re 
n o t so i s o l a t e d f r o m a t t i t u d e s e l s e w h e r e to h a v e b e e n unaf fec ted by 
s t r o n g n a t i o n a l i s t i c fee l ings , a t leas t o n t h e o c c a s i o n of t h e g rea t 
feasts a n d t h e p i l g r i m a g e s , a n d as w e s u g g e s t e d , t h e r e m u s t h a v e 
b e e n m a n y s h a d e s of o p i n i o n as to h o w these fee l ings c o u l d best 
b e i m p l e m e n t e d . O n e suspec t s t h a t c o u n t r y p e o p l e w e r e l ike ly to 
r eac t s p a s m o d i c a l l y a n d i n a d i s o r g a n i z e d w a y , if o n l y because 
they w e r e c u t off f r o m e a c h o t h e r i n t h e i s o l a t i o n of v i l l age c o m 
m u n i t i e s . A w a n d e r i n g p r o p h e t - l i k e f igu re s u c h as J e s u s , w a s 
l ike ly to d r a w t o g e t h e r m a n y s u c h d i s p a r a t e s t r a n d s , a n d t h e 
r e l i g i o u s - a p o c a l y p t i c t o n e of h i s l a n g u a g e c o u l d easi ly h a v e been 
i n t e r p r e t e d i n p o l i t i c a l t e r m s by t h o s e w i t h s u c h h o p e s a n d 
e x p e c t a t i o n s . T o u s e t h e t e r m i n o l o g y recen t ly a d o p t e d by 
N o r m a n P e r r i n , 7 2 t h e t ens ive s y m b o l , ' k i n g d o m of G o d ' , w o u l d 
eas i ly h a v e b e e n t u r n e d i n t o a s t e n o s y m b o l w i t h a p u r e l y p o l i t i c a l 
re fe ren t by t h o s e w h o w e r e l o o k i n g for a ca ta lys t w h o c o u l d d r a w 
t o g e t h e r s u c h v a r i e d h o p e s a n d e x p e c t a t i o n s . H o w e v e r , t h i s w a s 
o n l y o n e a spec t of t h e f a s c i n a t i o n of J e s u s for t h e G a l i l e a n c rowds , 
for, w e s h a l l see, i n t e re s t i n h i s t h a u m a t u r g i c h e a l i n g p o w e r s , 
d i s p l a y i n g a p e r s o n a l r a t h e r t h a n a n a t i o n a l c o n c e r n , w a s a n 
e q u a l l y a t t r a c t i ve a spec t for m a n y , a t leas t o n t h e bas is of t h e 
g o s p e l p o r t r a i t . 7 3 T h i s false u n d e r s t a n d i n g of h i s p e r s o n a n d 
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m i s s i o n w a s , for h i m , as d a n g e r o u s as t h e p o l i t i c i z a t i o n of h i s 
m e s s a g e i n t e r m s of t h e Zea lo t ' s idea l s . O n c e i t is r e c o g n i z e d t h a t 
v i ewed soc io log ica l ly , ' c h a r i s m a is a soc ia l r e l a t i o n s h i p r a t h e r 
t h a n a n a t t r i b u t e of i n d i v i d u a l p e r s o n a l i t y o r a m y s t i c a l q u a l i t y ' , 
i t is c lear t h a t J e s u s , w i t h h i s e x p l i c i t r e j ec t i on of t h e Zea lo t 
i deo logy c o u l d neve r h a v e f u n c t i o n e d as t h e c h a r i s m a t i c p r o p h e t 
t h a t a r e v o l u t i o n a r y G a l i l e e w o u l d h a v e r e q u i r e d . 7 4 T h e essen t i a l 
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e b e t w e e n p o p u l a r e x p e c t a t i o n a n d p r o p h e t i c 
i n t u i t i o n w o u l d h a v e b e e n l a c k i n g . O u r a r g u m e n t h a s b e e n t h a t 
i n fact n o s u c h r e v o l u t i o n a r y e t h o s c o m e s c lea r ly i n t o focus i n t h e 
m i n i s t r y of J e s u s , d e s p i t e o c c a s i o n a l p o c k e t s h e r e a n d the re . T h i s 
e x p l a i n s t h e a p p a r e n t ind i f fe rence of J e s u s to t h e c o n c e r n s of t h e 
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s , b o t h i n t h e i m a g e s h e c h o s e to i l l u s t r a t e h i s 
m e s s a g e a n d t h e c h o i c e a n d c o n s t i t u t i o n of h i s i n t i m a t e b a n d of 
fo l lowers . Speci f ica l ly as t h e T w e l v e , h i s fo l lowers , if n o t h imsel f , 
m i g h t h a v e been seen as s t a n d i n g for t h e r e s t o r a t i o n of n a t i o n a l 
u n i t y , i n t e r m s of t h e twe lve t r ibes , yet n o s u c h m o v e m e n t 
crys ta l ized a r o u n d t h e m i n G a l i l e e . 7 5 R a t h e r , t h e i r t h a u m a t u r g i c 
p o w e r s a re l i kewise stressed. W e m u s t n o w c o n s i d e r w h e t h e r t h e 
s i t u a t i o n h a d m a t e r i a l l y c h a n g e d a t t h e o u t b r e a k of t h e first 
revol t , s ince , o n e suspec t s , i t is o n t h e bas i s of t h e a l l e g e d r e v o l u 
t i o n a r y sp i r i t t h e n i n t h e p r o v i n c e t h a t m a n y c o m m e n t a t o r s 
a s s u m e a p r e v i o u s l y s i m i l a r s i t u a t i o n . 

Ill 
G A L I L E A N R E V O L U T I O N A R Y A S P I R A T I O N S A N D 

T H E R E V O L T A G A I N S T R O M E 
W e h a v e a l r eady d i scussed t h e s i t u a t i o n i n G a l i l e e i m m e d i a t e l y 

p r i o r t o the g rea t r evo l t a n d n o t e d t h a t C e s t i u s G a l l u s does n o t 
a p p e a r to h a v e b e e n u n d u l y d i s t u r b e d by d e v e l o p m e n t s i n t h e 
p r o v i n c e excep t for t h e b o r d e r t e r r i to ry w i t h P t o l e m a i s a r o u n d 
C h a b u l o n a n d the n e i g h b o r h o o d of S e p p h o r i s (War 2:502.10-13). 
P e r h a p s w e h a v e m i n i m i z e d th i s s i t u a t i o n s ince J o s e p h u s does 
a d m i t t h a t even after p i l l a g i n g t h e c o u n t r y s i d e a r o u n d C h a b u l o n 
the J e w s w e r e a b l e t o r e a s s e m b l e a n d s u r p r i s e 2,000 of t h e R o m a n 
a u x i l i a r i e s f rom t h e S y r i a n t o w n s . F u r t h e r m o r e t h e rebels a n d 
b r igands of the S e p p h o r i s area, TO 8e oraoncofcs KCLI XrjaTpucov irav, 
res is ted t h e a d v a n c e s of C e s t i u s ' g e n e r a l , C a e s e n n i u s G a l l u s for 
s o m e t ime , even t h o u g h o n l y 2,000 p l u s i n n u m b e r . T h e r e is t h e n 
a r m e d res i s tance to R o m e in G a l i l e e even before J o s e p h u s ' 
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a r r i v a l i n t h e p r o v i n c e , a n d p e r h a p s w e , o r C e s t i u s G a l l u s , we re 
deceived i n a s s u m i n g tha t it w a s n o t of m o r e ser ious p r o p o r t i o n s . 

T h i s s u g g e s t i o n m i g h t a p p e a r t o receive fu r the r s u p p o r t f rom 
t h e G a l i l e a n h o s t i l i t y t o t h e p r o - R o m a n t o w n of S e p p h o r i s (Life 
30.39.373-80) a n d t h e H e r o d i a n ci ty of T i b e r i a s (Life 98-100.381-9) 
b u t o u r d i s c u s s i o n s i n p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r s c o n c e r n i n g t h e r e l a t i o n s 
of these c i t ies w i t h t h e i r h i n t e r l a n d s a n d t h e soc ia l s t r a t i f i ca t ion 
of G a l i l e e s u g g e s t c a u t i o n a t t h i s p o i n t . W h e n w e e x a m i n e t h e full 
r a n g e of a n t i p a t h y b e t w e e n t o w n a n d c o u n t r y i n G a l i l e e t h e 
d i v i s i o n is n o t j u s t b e t w e e n p r o - R o m a n cen te r s a n d a n a n t i -
R o m a n p o p u l a c e , even t h o u g h th i s w a s n o d o u b t o n e aspec t of t he 
p a t t e r n . G a b a r a a n d G i s c h a l a w e r e a l s o u n p o p u l a r w i t h t h e 
G a l i l e a n s , if w e a r e t o t ru s t J o s e p h u s , even t h o u g h b o t h we re 
u n q u e s t i o n a b l y J e w i s h t o w n s . (Life 102L368, G i s c h a l a , a n d 
124f. 263-5, G a b a r a ) . T o f u r t h e r c o m p l i c a t e t h e i s sue G a b a r a is 
l i s ted as o n e of t h o s e p l ace s t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of w h i c h e n g a g e d 
i n t h e s a c k i n g of G i s c h a l a (Life 4 4 ) . 7 6 T a r i c h a e a e , o n t h e o t h e r 
h a n d m i g h t be e x p e c t e d to be o n t h e l is t of p r o - R o m a n cen te rs , 
s i nce i t h a d a n a m p h i t h e a t r e , o n e of t h e s u r e s i g n s of t h e G r e e k 
w a y of life, a n d w a s i n H e r o d i a n t e r r i to ry , yet i t r e t a i n e d exce l l en t 
r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e c o u n t r y p e o p l e a p p a r e n t l y (Life 98f.304-6). 
T h u s w e a r e faced w i t h a c o m p l e x s i t u a t i o n of loya l t i es a n d 
t e n s i o n s . T h u s n o t a l l v i o l e n c e o r h o s t i l i t y is d i rec t ly a t t r i b u t a b l e 
to t h e F o u r t h P h i l o s o p h y ' s i d e o l o g y for i t h a d soc ia l a n d c u l t u r a l 
r o o t s as we l l t h a t m a y h a v e ex i s t ed i n d e p e n d e n t l y of t h e s t r u g g l e 
w i t h R o m e . 

Before i n q u i r i n g f u r t h e r a b o u t p o s s i b l e r e v o l u t i o n a r y c h a r a c 
ter is t ics of t hese i n n e r - G a l i l e a n t e n s i o n s i t is w e l l t o c o m p a r e it, 
h o w e v e r brief ly w i t h t h e s i t u a t i o n i n t h e J u d a e a n c o u n t r y s i d e a t 
t h e s a m e t i m e . T h e s i g n a l for r evo l t a g a i n s t R o m e w a s g i v e n by 
E leaza r b e n A n a n i a s , t h e t e m p l e c a p t a i n a n d s o m e lesser p r ies t s , 
w h o t o o k c o n t r o l of t h e t e m p l e a n d its w o r s h i p , o u t l a w i n g 
sacrif ices for t h e R o m a n s (War 2:409f). T h a t t h i s r evo l t h a d a 
s t r o n g r e l i g i o u s m o t i v a t i o n is m a d e c lear by t h e fact t h a t t h e 
chief p r i e s t s a n d t h e l e a d i n g P h a r i s e e s a t t e m p t e d to d i s s u a d e t h e 
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s by a n a p p e a l t o t r a d i t i o n , d e c l a r i n g t h a t th i s 
' w a s a s t r a n g e i n n o v a t i o n i n t o the i r re l ig ion* a n d pr ies t ly 
e x p e r t s w e r e f o u n d w h o d e c l a r e d t h a t ' a l l t h e i r ances to r s h a d 
a c c e p t e d t h e sacr if ice of a l i e n s ' (War 2 .414 .417) . 7 7 D e s p i t e a l l 
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t h e s u b s e q u e n t fac t ion f i g h t i n g a n d civi l str ife, t h i s e s sen t i a l ly 
r e l i g i o u s a spec t of t h e s t r u g g l e for f r e e d o m w a s neve r to t a l ly 
obscu red , n o m a t t e r h o w d i s t o r t e d i t b e c a m e . T h e t e m p l e , a n d 
w h a t i t r e p r e s e n t e d r e m a i n e d t h e r a l l y i n g p o i n t for t h e d i f fe ren t 
g r o u p s t h a t e m e r g e d , a n d n o t j u s t for s t r a t eg i c r e a s o n s . T h e sicarii 
en te red J e r u s a l e m a n d t h e t e m p l e o n t h e feast of w o o d - c a r r y i n g , 
a n d the i r leader , M e n a h e m , w e n t u p to t h e t e m p l e ' i n s t a t e t o p a y 
h i s d e v o t i o n s , a r r a y e d i n r o y a l r obes a n d a t t e n d e d by h i s s u i t e of 
a r m e d fana t ics ' ( /ca t TOVS fr;Xd)ras ), (War 2A25L444). T h e Zea lo t s , 
a b a n d o n e d t h e idea of a n h e r e d i t a r y h i g h p r i e s t h o o d a n d e lec ted 
a c o u n t r y p r i e s t f rom A p h t h i a as a n a p p a r e n t a t t e m p t t o e v o k e 
a n c i e n t loya l t i es a m o n g t h e p o p u l a c e (War 4:151-7). E v e n J o h n 
of G i s c h a l a , d e s p i t e a l l t h e i m p i e t y of w h i c h J o s e p h u s accuses 
h i m , is r e p o r t e d t o h a v e h a d a r e l i g i o u s m o t i v a t i o n for h i s a c t i o n s , 
d e c l a r i n g ' t h a t t h o s e w h o f o u g h t for t h e t e m p l e s h o u l d be 
s u p p o r t e d by it* (War 5:564; cf. 6:99). T h e I d u m a e a n s t o o i n i t i a l l y 
h a d a r e l i g i o u s m o t i v a t i o n for c o m i n g to t h e a i d of t h e ci ty t o r n 
by civi l strife, for t h e i r i n t e n t i o n w a s ' t o p re se rve G o d ' s h o u s e a n d 
f ight to de fend o u r c o u n t r y f rom b o t h h e r foes, t h e i n v a d e r s f r o m 
w i t h o u t a n d t h e e n e m i e s f rom w i t h i n ' (War 4:281). A n d w h i l e 
S i m o n b a r G i o r a is never a c t u a l l y s t a t ed to h a v e t a k e n o n h i m s e l f 
m e s s i a n i c c l a i m s , t h e r e a r e s t r o n g r e a s o n s for r e c o g n i z i n g a 
r e l i g i o u s u n d e r c u r r e n t to h i s ac t iv i ty a n d b e a r i n g . 7 8 T h e r e w e r e of 
cou r se o t h e r m o t i v a t i n g factors b e h i n d e a c h of these g r o u p s , i n 
p a r t i c u l a r a s t r o n g soc ia l d i m e n s i o n to t h e ac t iv i t i e s of t h e Zea lo t s 
a n d S i m o n , yet H e n g e l is su re ly co r rec t i n i n s i s t i n g t h a t o n l y 
p o w e r f u l r e l i g i o u s c o n v i c t i o n s c a n e x p l a i n a l l t h e a spec t s of 
J e w i s h res i s t ance t h a t c o m e to t h e fore i n 66 C . E . 7 9 

W h a t w a s t h e r e s p o n s e of t h e J u d a e a n c o u n t r y s i d e to t h e ca l l 
of J e r u s a l e m a n d i ts h o l i n e s s ? T h e sicarii w e r e p r e v a l e n t i n t h e 
v i l lages of J u d a e a f rom t h e p r o c u r a t o r s h i p of F e s t u s (Ant 20:185-7 
208-10; War 2:254f loca tes t h e m i n t h e c i ty of J e r u s a l e m r a t h e r 
t h a n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e ) , w h e r e they a p p e a r as s i m i l a r t o , if n o t a n 
of fshoot of E leazar b e n D i n a i a n d h i s b a n d i t s , w h o h a d a i d e d t h e 
G a l i l e a n s a n d J u d a e a n s a g a i n s t S a m a r i t a n s a t t h e t i m e of t h e 
bo rde r i n c i d e n t (Ant 20:165). T h e y e n t e r e d J e r u s a l e m i n force 
o n the feast of w o o d - c a r r y i n g i n 66 C .E . to a i d E leaza r b e n A n a n 
ias a n d h i s revol t , a c lea r i n d i c a t i o n of t he i r c o u n t r y base , d e s p i t e 
the fact t h a t the i r n a m e w a s a p p a r e n t l y de r ived f r o m t h e i r tac t ics 
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w i t h t h e ska o r s h o r t l a n c e i n u r b a n c o n d i t i o n s . 8 0 T h e i r leader 
M e n a h e m , w h o w a s t h e (g r and? ) s o n of J u d a s t h e G a l i l e a n s o o n 
j o i n e d t h e m , h a v i n g i n v a d e d the R o m a n a r s e n a l a t M a s a d a a n d 
o b t a i n e d a s u p p l y of a r m s a n d ' r e t u r n e d to J e r u s a l e m l ike a 
ve r i t ab l e k i n g ' , b e c o m i n g t h e l eader of t h e r e v o l u t i o n . H o w e v e r , 
after t h e m u r d e r of M e n a h e n t h e sicarii w i t h d r e w to M a s a d a a n d 
t o o k n o fu r the r p a r t i n t h e f i g h t i n g i n J e r u s a l e m . 

T h e n e x t activity w e hea r of i n J u d a e a is d u r i n g the advance of 
C e s t i u s G a l l u s o n J e r u s a l e m , a n d la te r d u r i n g h i s d i s a s t r o u s 
r e t r ea t a t B e t h H o r o n (War 2:523-55). O n e ge ts t h e i m p r e s s i o n 
t h a t t he re is a rea l u n i t y of p u r p o s e a n d o r g a n i z a t i o n b e t w e e n 
t h e rebe ls i n t h e ci ty a n d t h e p e o p l e i n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e , a n d twice 
J o s e p h u s m e n t i o n s t h a t t h e s u r r o u n d i n g m o u n t a i n s we re s w a r m 
i n g w i t h J e w s (War 2:523.545). S u b s e q u e n t l y after V e s p a s i a n h a d 
successful ly c o n q u e r e d G a l i l e e w e h e a r of a n e w m o v e m e n t of 
J e w s f rom t h e c o u n t r y s i d e e n t e r i n g J e r u s a l e m , the re to j o i n t he 
rebe l g r o u p w h o s e l eader n o w w a s a n o t h e r Eleazar , b e n S i m o n , 
w h o h a d c o m e to t h e fore i n t h e defeat of C e s t i u s , a n d m a y h a v e 
b e e n a J u d a e a n , even t h o u g h h e w a s a p r i e s t (War 2:564f; 4:225). 
T h e s e rebe ls f rom t h e c o u n t r y w e r e t h e o n e s w h o e lected the n e w 
h i g h p r i e s t by lo t , a n d t h i s fact c o m b i n e d w i t h t h e v e h e m e n c e of 
J o s e p h u s ' a t t a c k o n t h e m (War 4:135-57) m a k e s it a l m o s t ce r t a in 
t h a t t he r e w a s a rea l l i n k b e t w e e n t h e m a n d t h e ci ty rebels , a n d 
t h a t they b o t h s h a r e d a d e e p d i s t r u s t of t h e p r i es t ly a r i s tocracy 
of t h e c i t y . 8 1 T h i s w a s fu r the r a c c e n t u a t e d by t h e socia l gul f 
b e t w e e n t h e t w o g r o u p s , s ince w e h e a r of t he s laves of the h i g h 
p r i e s t s b e i n g s en t to t h e ( c o u n t r y ) t h r e s h i n g f loors to receive 
t i thes , so t h a t t h e p r i e s t s s t a rved to d e a t h (Ant 20:180f. 205-7) . 8 2 

T h e I d u m a e a n c o u n t r y p e o p l e a l s o c a m e to t h e s u p p o r t of J e r u 
s a l e m u n d e r fou r of t he i r g e n e r a l s , o n h e a r i n g t h a t i t w a s a b o u t 
to be h a n d e d ove r to t h e R o m a n s by t h e m o d e r a t e s (War 4:228. 
272-81). P e r h a p s t h i s s u p p o r t w a s d u e to t h e efforts of Eleazar ben 
A n a n i a s w h o h a d b e e n sen t as g e n e r a l t he re by the m o d e r a t e 
g o v e r n m e n t (War 2:566). E v e n t h o u g h s o m e r e t u r n e d h o m e after 
e x p e r i e n c i n g t h e a t roc i t i e s of t h e rebels (War 4:353), o t h e r s s tayed 
to f igh t , first u n d e r J o h n of G i s c h a l a a n d t h e n u n d e r S i m o n ba r 
G i o r a i n defense of t h e m o t h e r ci ty (War 4:566f.571-6). S i m o n , 
c o m i n g f r o m t h e J u d a e a n c o u n t r y s i d e w i t h h i s a r m y of ex-s laves , 
p r o m i s e d f r eedom to t he u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d a n d h a r a s s e d the 
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w e a l t h y c o l l a b o r a t i o n i s t s (War 2:652). F o r a t i m e h e based h i m s e l f 
in M a s a d a w i t h t h e sicarii, b u t o n h e a r i n g of t h e d e a t h of A n a n u s , 
the d e p o s e d h i g h p r ies t , h e e m b a r k e d o n a m o r e a m b i t i o u s c a m 
p a i g n 'by p r o c l a i m i n g l iber ty for s laves a n d r e w a r d s for t h e free' 
(War 4:507f). H e succeeded i n e s t a b l i s h i n g h i m s e l f i n t h e h i l l 
c o u n t r y of t h e S o u t h a n d a b o u t I d u m a e a a n d w a s even j o i n e d by 
2,000 y o u n g a r i s t oc ra t s w h o m t h e Zealo ts h a d i m p r i s o n e d a t J e r u 
sa l em, t h u s g i v i n g h i m even g rea t e r i l l u s i o n s , a n d e v e n t u a l l y 
h e en t e r ed J e r u s a l e m b e i n g h a i l e d as ' s av io r a n d p r o t e c t o r ' by 
the p e o p l e (War 4:353.510.574f). 

T h e u n i f y i n g p r i n c i p l e for a l l these v a r i o u s ' i n v a s i o n s ' of 
J e r u s a l e m f rom t h e c o u n t r y s i d e w a s t h e r e l i g i o u s , even e scha -
to log ica l h o p e s t h a t fired t h e m . T h e soc ia l a s p e c t of t h e r evo l t 
is ce r t a in ly s tressed by J o s e p h u s , a n d it m a y h a v e b e e n t h i s t h a t 
l ead to t h e s p l i n t e r i n g of loya l t i e s a n d f ac t ion f i g h t i n g , a s t h e 
dif ferent p e r s o n a l i t i e s s o u g h t to c o n t r o l t h e sou rces of w e a l t h . 
Yet a l l t h i s s h o u l d n o t de t r ac t f r o m t h e c e n t r a l a t t r a c t i o n of 
J e r u s a l e m a n d t h e i d e o l o g i c a l base it p r o v i d e d for t he J u d a e a n 
c o u n t r y s i d e . T h e fact t h a t m a n y of t h e lesser p r i e s t s l ived i n 
J u d a e a r a t h e r t h a n J e r u s a l e m w a s p r o b a b l y a c o n t r i b u t o r y fac tor 
to t he c lose l i n k s t h a t ex i s t ed b e t w e e n c i ty a n d c o u n t r y , s ince 
p r e s u m a b l y v i l l age life i n J u d a e a w a s s t r u c t u r e d o n t h e p r i e s t l y 
d iv i s i ons , t h u s p r o v i d i n g a n e t w o r k of r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e c e n t r a l 
s a n c t u a r y t h a t h a d r o o t s d e e p i n t h e p a s t . 8 3 F o r t h o s e w h o r e c o g 
nize t h e i d e o l o g i c a l l i n k s b e t w e e n the M a c c a b a e a n s a n d t h e l a te r 
revol t s t h e p r e v a l e n c e of s u c h s u p p o r t for t h e r evo l t of 66 C .E . i n 
the J u d a e a n c o u n t r y s i d e w i l l c o m e as n o s u r p r i s e . 8 4 T h e t e m p l e -
s ta te m a y h a v e d i s a p p e a r e d as a p o l i t i c a l r ea l i ty , b u t i t s t i l l c o n 
t i n u e d to s h a p e t h e l ives a n d loya l t i e s of t h e r u r a l p e o p l e , i t 
w o u l d seem. T h a t V e s p a s i a n w a s we l l a w a r e of these loya l t i e s 
a n d w a s n o t a b o u t to m a k e t h e s a m e m i s t a k e as C e s t i u s G a l l u s 
is c lear f rom the careful p r e p a r a t i o n s h e m a d e i n e a c h p l a c e as 
h e a d v a n c e d . H e i n s t a l l e d g a r r i s o n s e v e r y w h e r e , ' p o s t i n g de -
c u r i o n s i n t he v i l l ages a n d c e n t u r i o n s i n t he t o w n s ' (War 4:442). 
H e t h u s succeeded i n e n c i r c l i n g t h e o u t e r r i m of J u d a e a f r o m 
I d u m a e a to J e r i c h o a n d A n t i p a t r i s a n d e n c l o s e d J e r u s a l e m c o m 
ple te ly (War 4:443.446.486). 

W i t h th i s g e n e r a l p i c t u r e of t h e s i t u a t i o n i n t h e s o u t h e r n 
c o u n t r y s i d e it is t i m e to r e t u r n to G a l i l e e a n d a t t e m p t t o i so l a t e 
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c o m p a r a b l e r e v o l u t i o n a r y e l e m e n t s t he re . I n t h e a b s e n c e of a 
c e n t r a l s a n c t u a r y s u c h as J e r u s a l e m w i t h i n t h e te r r i to ry a n d 
w i t h t h e a b s t e n t i o n , if n o t t h e de fec t ion of S e p p h o r i s , i t is o b v i o u s 
t h a t w h a t z e a l o t i s m i n G a l i l e e n e e d e d m o s t w a s a s t r o n g cen t r a l 
f i gu re t h a t c o u l d d r a w t o g e t h e r t h e disaffected e l e m e n t s the re 
a n d cap i t a l i z e o n t h e t e n s i o n s w i t h i n t h e p r o v i n c e a l r eady d i s 
c u s s e d . 8 5 Severa l s u c h c h a r a c t e r s a t t e m p t e d to inse r t t hemse lves 
i n t o t h e G a l i l e a n s i t u a t i o n a n d by e x a m i n i n g t h e r e a c t i o n s to 
e a c h w e s h o u l d be be t t e r a b l e t o m e a s u r e t he r e v o l u t i o n a r y sp i r i t 
of t h e p e o p l e . 

(i) Jesus of Tiberias. 

T h e m o s t o b v i o u s ac t of z e a l o t i s m to t ake p l a c e in G a l i l e e 
w a s t h e b u r n i n g of H e r o d ' s p a l a c e a t T i b e r i a s w i t h i ts a n i m a l 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s . 8 6 J o s e p h u s c l a i m s t h a t as h e w a s c a u t i o u s l y 
m o v i n g to i m p l e m e n t i n s t r u c t i o n s f rom t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
g o v e r n m e n t i n J e r u s a l e m t h e p a l a c e w a s b u r n e d by J e s u s s o n of 
S a p p h i a s , t he r i n g l e a d e r of t h e p a r t y of t h e sa i lo r s a n d t h e des t i 
t u t e c lasses . S u b s e q u e n t l y a l l t h e G r e e k s i n t h e ci ty we re m a s 
sacred (Life 66f). A p p a r e n t l y , J e s u s w a s p r o m p t e d by r e l i g i o u s 
zeal w h i c h i n c l u d e d h a t r e d of fo re igne r s a n d h a d a s t r o n g socia l 
c o m p o n e n t , for h e w a s a m e m b e r of t h e d e s t i t u t e classes, w h i c h 
w e r e a l s o m e n t i o n e d ea r l i e r i n t he c lass i f i ca t ion of t h e v a r i o u s 
f ac t ions a t T i b e r i a s (Life 35). J o s e p h u s a t t e m p t s to e x o n e r a t e 
h i m s e l f c o m p l e t e l y f r o m th i s affair , b u t t h e fact t h a t h e w a s ab l e 
t o ge t h i s h a n d s o n t h e b o o t y a n d leave it i n t h e s a f e k e e p i n g of 
t h e t en chief m e n of t h e ci ty sugges t s t h a t i n i t i a l l y h e m a y even 
h a v e u s e d J e s u s a n d s u b s e q u e n t l y refused to g ive h i m h i s s h a r e 
of t h e s p o i l s , s ince t h e l a t t e r l a te r a ccused J o s e p h u s of d o u b l e 
d e a l i n g (Life 295 -8 ) . 8 7 I t s h o u l d be n o t e d t h a t ' s o m e G a l i l e a n s ' 
a ss i s ted J e s u s i n t h i s r e v o l u t i o n a r y v e n t u r e . D e s p i t e h i s l owly 
o r i g i n , J e s u s is de sc r ibed as apxuv of t h e c i ty (Life 134.271.295), 
b u t i t is n o t c l ea r t h a t h e r e t a i n e d t h i s p o s i t i o n t h r o u g h o u t s ince 
t h e c o u n c i l of T i b e r i a s a d o p t e d several d i f ferent s tances , a t o n e 
t i m e a p p a r e n t l y s u p p o r t i n g J o h n of G i s c h a l a a n d b e i n g for w a r 
(Life 87), a g a i n s e e k i n g a s s i s t ance f rom A g r i p p a (Life 155.381.9; 
War 2:632-46), a n d yet a g a i n s u p p o r t i n g t h e J e r u s a l e m d e l e g a t i o n 
(Life 271). I t m a y we l l be t h a t J e s u s d i d n o t c o n f i n e h i s efforts to 
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T i b e r i a s for o n o n e o c c a s i o n w e m e e t h i m a t T a r i c h a e a e a c c u s i n g 
J o s e p h u s of t r eachery i n t h e affair of t h e h i g h w a y m e n of D a -
b a r i t t a w h o h a d seized p e r s o n a l effects of P t o l e m y , Agr ippa*s 
viceroy, w h i c h J o s e p h u s w a n t e d r e s to red (Life 132-5). A g a i n J e s u s 
is r ep r e sen t ed as a d o p t i n g a r e l i g i o u s p o s e , for h e b r a n d i s h e d a 
c o p y of t he l a w of Moses a n d a c c u s e d J o s e p h u s t h e i r c o m m a n d e r -
in-chief of b e i n g a b o u t t o be t r ay t h e m . T h o u g h J o s e p h u s s u c 
ceeded i n d e f e n d i n g h i m s e l f t o t h e sa t i s fac t ion of t h e c r o w d , t h e 
G a l i l e a n s a n d T i b e r i a n s w e r e s t i l l d i ssa t i s f ied (Life 143f; War 
2:608 h a s rots aXXois i n s t e a d of TaXtXaToi). H e p r o m i s e d to a i d 
those p laces i n n e e d of fo r t i f i ca t ions , o n l y to h a v e a fu r the r a t t a c k 
m a d e o n h i s life by ' t h e b r i g a n d s a n d t h e p r o m o t e r s of d i s t u r b 
ance* (oi XrjaTCLL Kai rrjs araaecos curioi) w h o feared they w o u l d be 
b r o u g h t to t r ia l for t h e ea r l i e r revol t , b u t t h e i r n u m b e r s w e r e n o t 
very g rea t (600, Life, o r 2,000, War). Neve r the l e s s t h e q u e s t i o n of 
t r eason c o m b i n e d w i t h l ack of f idel i ty to t h e J e w i s h l a w r e m a i n e d 
a sens i t ive i s sue , for s h o r t l y a f t e rwa rds J o s e p h u s * refusa l t o h a v e 
the H e r o d i a n n o b l e m e n , w h o h a d t h r o w n i n t h e i r l o t w i t h t h e 
J e w s , c i r c u m c i s e d (Life 112f), w a s u s e d by c e r t a i n p e o p l e , (r ives) , 
to a r o u s e t he s u s p i c i o n of t h e c r o w d (oxXos) t h a t t h e r e w a s c o l l u 
s i on w i t h t h e e n e m y ; t h e n o b l e s w e r e r e p u t e d t o be sorcerers* ' w h o 
m a d e it i m p o s s i b l e t o defeat t h e R o m a n s * (Life 149). 

W e m u s t therefore a l l o w for a p o c k e t of z e a l o t i s m i n T i b e r i a s 
a n d its r e g i o n , s u r p r i s i n g as t h i s m i g h t a p p e a r . Yet a l i t t l e re
f lect ion i n t h e l i g h t of ea r l i e r d i s c u s s i o n s w i l l i n d i c a t e t h a t i t 
is n o t so s t r a n g e after a l l . T h e i r n u m b e r does n o t a p p e a r very 
g rea t , b u t p r e s u m a b l y b e c a u s e of t h e f i r e b r a n d q u a l i t y of t h e i r 
leader , J e sus , a n d p o s s i b l y b e c a u s e of t h e v a c i l l a t i o n of J u s t u s 
they succeeded i n c o n t r o l l i n g t h e ci ty c o u n c i l of T i b e r i a s for a t 
least p a r t of t he c r u c i a l year 6 6 / 6 7 C .E . T h e s e J e w s m a y h a v e h a d 
the i r o r i g i n s i n r u r a l G a l i l e e , b u t t he i r f a i th h a d b e e n r ad i ca l i z ed 
in t he u r b a n a n d s e m i - h o s t i l e e n v i r o n m e n t of t h i s H e r o d i a n ci ty , 
a n d poss ib ly a l s o b e c a u s e of c o n t a c t s w i t h t h e c e n t e r of t h e m o v e 
m e n t i n J e r u s a l e m . C e r t a i n l y t h e fact t h a t 2,000 T i b e r i a n s even
tua l ly a r r ived i n t he m o t h e r ci ty, t h e r e t o t ake p a r t i n t h e f ina l 
s t r u g g l e w i t h R o m e (Life 354) w o u l d i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e r e h a d 
been s u c h p r e v i o u s d i rec t e x c h a n g e . N o r s h o u l d t h e p r e s e n c e of 
' s o m e Gal i l eans* c a u s e a n y p a r t i c u l a r p r o b l e m s i n t h i s c o n t e x t , 
even t h o u g h w e a r g u e d ea r l i e r t h a t T ibe r i a s* r a n g e of i n f l u e n c e 
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o n t h e h i n t e r l a n d w a s l ike ly to h a v e b e e n l i m i t e d . T h o s e G a l i 
l e a n J e w s w h o h a d b e e n forced to i n h a b i t T i b e r i a s o r i g i n a l l y , 
e spec ia l ly t h e p o o r e r e l e m e n t (Ant 18:36f) w e r e n o t l ike ly to h a v e 
b r o k e n a l l t ies w i t h t h e i r r u r a l o r i g i n s . P r e s u m a b l y they h a d n o t 
b e c o m e soc ia l ly m o b i l e a n d so h a d n o t a v a i l e d t hemse lves of the 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s of t h e h e l l e n i s t i c ci ty e n v i r o n m e n t . As t h e lowes t 
r u n g of t h e soc ia l l a d d e r they w o u l d h a v e felt t hemse lves i so la ted 
a n d s o m e l i n k s w i t h t he i r r u r a l p a s t w o u l d h a v e c o n t i n u e d . I n 
d e a l i n g w i t h t h e soc ia l s i t u a t i o n a m o n g t h e p e a s a n t r y w e a r g u e d 
t h a t ' t h e r u r a l p r o l e t a r i a t ' , w a s m o r e l ike ly to g ive v e n t to feel ings 
of r e p r e s s i o n a n d r e s e n t m e n t t h a n w e r e t h o s e w h o , n o m a t t e r h o w 
e c o n o m i c a l l y d e p r i v e d , c o u l d st i l l c l i n g to a n ances t r a l p l o t of 
g r o u n d . 8 8 I n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y t h o s e G a l i l e a n s w h o j o i n e d in t he 
s a c k i n g of H e r o d ' s p a l a c e o r s a w J o s e p h u s ' b e h a v i o r as trea
s o n o u s b e l o n g e d to t h e f o r m e r c lass . O n the i r o w n they w o u l d 
o n l y h a v e b e e n a b l e t o p e r p e t r a t e t he o c c a s i o n a l ac t of v io lence , 
l i ke t h e r o b b e r y by t h e y o u n g m e n of D a b a r i t t a (Life 126ff), o r 
t h e t e n a n t s w h o t h o u g h t t h a t k i l l i n g t h e h e i r w o u l d leave t h e m 
o w n e r s of t h e v i n e y a r d (Mk 12:7) - i so l a t ed o u t b u r s t s of resent 
m e n t a g a i n s t t h e n e a r e s t s y m b o l of r e p r e s s i o n , b u t l a c k i n g a n y 
l o n g - t e r m p l a n s o r p r o p e r a p p r e c i a t i o n of t h e to t a l s i t u a t i o n . 
I t w a s s u c h a v i s i o n t h a t J e s u s p r e s u m a b l y succeeded i n g i v i n g - a t 
leas t t o a l i m i t e d deg ree - by a p p e a l i n g to a n c e s t r a l l a w s a n d 
s p r e a d i n g t h e r u m o r t h a t J o s e p h u s ' w a s a b o u t to h a n d over 
t h e i r c o u n t r y (x&pav) t o t h e R o m a n s ' (Life 132). O n e c a n o n l y 
p r e s u m e t h a t t h i s a p p e a l to t h e l a w s w a s based o n t h e P e n t a -
t e u c h a l gift of t h e l a n d , a r i g h t t h a t R o m e h a d i m p l i c i t l y rejected 
by c l a i m i n g i ts full s h a r e of t h e f rui ts i n t r i b u t e . 

(ii) Justus of Tiberias. 

T h e s e q u e l to t h e r evo l t i n T i b e r i a s m a k e s it c lear t h a t J e s u s 
h a d o n l y p a r t i a l success . H e c o u l d n o t b r i d g e t h e socia l g a p 
b e t w e e n h i m s e l f a n d t h e H e r o d i a n n o b i l i t y , w h o m i g h t h a v e 
b e e n t e m p t e d t o p a r t i c i p a t e if p r o p e r m o t i v a t i o n a n d s u i t a b l e 
p r o s p e c t s c o u l d be offered to t h e m . P e r h a p s J u s t u s of T i b e r i a s 
c o u l d h a v e p l a y e d s u c h a role? W e h a v e a l r e a d y n o t e d t h e i m p a c t 
of J u s t u s ' History o n J o s e p h u s ' l a te r l i t e ra ry p r o d u c t i o n s , 8 9 

espec ia l ly Life. I t is r e m a r k a b l e t h a t s o m e b o d y to w h o m s u c h 
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r e v o l u t i o n a r y a t t i t u d e s a re a t t r i b u t e d i n t h e l a te r w o r k is n o t 
m e n t i o n e d at all i n t h e War a c c o u n t . T h i s fact s h o u l d m a k e u s 
c a u t i o u s if n o t d o w n r i g h t s k e p t i c a l of t h e c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n of 
J u s t u s t h a t J o s e p h u s gives as a w a y of d i s c r e d i t i n g t h e c l a i m s of 
h i s w o r k . J o s e p h u s w o u l d h a v e u s be l ieve t h a t J u s t u s w a s t h e 
leader of a t h i r d p a r t y a t T i b e r i a s ; ' J u s t u s , s o n ° f P i s t u s , t h e 
r i n g l e a d e r of t h e t h i r d p a r t y , w h i l e f e i g n i n g h e s i t a t i o n o n t h e 
subjec t of hos t i l i t i e s , w a s rea l ly eage r for r e v o l u t i o n , r e c k o n i n g 
t h a t a c h a n g e of g o v e r n m e n t w o u l d b r i n g h i m i n t o p o w e r ' (Life 
36). As a n e x p r e s s i o n of t h i s m e n t a l i t y w e a r e g i v e n a s p e e c h of 
J u s t u s ' r e s e n t i n g t h e fact t h a t T i b e r i a s h a d los t i ts p o s i t i o n of 
p r o m i n e n c e to S e p p h o r i s , a n d c a l l i n g for a r evo l t , ' j o i n i n g 
h a n d s w i t h t he G a l i l e a n s ' , b u t t h e s e q u e l t o t h i s h a r a n g u e is a n 
a t t ack by t h e c i t izens of T i b e r i a s o n H i p p o s a n d G a d a r a , t w o 
t o w n s of t he D e k a p o l i s (Life 3 7 - 4 2 ) . 9 0 T h e r e is n o t h i n g i n h e r e n t l y 
i m p r o b a b l e a b o u t t he s e n t i m e n t s e x p r e s s e d by J u s t u s , s ince t h e 
i n c l u s i o n of t h e ci ty i n t o t h e t e r r i to ry of A g r i p p a II m u s t h a v e 
been a b l o w to i ts p r i d e , a n d a d i m i n u t i o n of s t a t u s for i ts a r i s t oc 
racy. B u t t he s e n t i m e n t s w e r e su re ly n o t h e l d by J u s t u s a l o n e , a n d 
they scarcely p r o v e t h a t h e h a d h i s o w n r e v o l u t i o n a r y p a r t y . 
H o w e v e r w e e x p l a i n t h e a t t a c k o n H i p p o s a n d G a d a r a , i t d o e s n o t 
w a r r a n t s u c h a c l a i m , g i v e n t h e c o n f u s i o n of t h e t i m e s . 

I n fact t he o n l y d i rec t c o n f r o n t a t i o n r e p o r t e d b e t w e e n J u s t u s 
a n d J o s e p h u s p r e s u m e s t h a t J u s t u s is n o t o n e of t h e b r i g a n d s 
b u t a R o m a n o p h i l e (Life 175-8), a n d J u s t u s ' e v e n t u a l f l i gh t t o 
A g r i p p a II w o u l d seem to p u t t h e m a t t e r b e y o n d d i s c u s s i o n 
(Life 390.393). U n d o u b t e d l y J o s e p h u s w o u l d l ike t o p a i n t J u s t u s 
as a r e v o l u t i o n a r y , p r e s u m a b l y to de f end h i m s e l f by c l a i m i n g 
t h a t i t w a s J u s t u s n o t J o s e p h u s w h o c a u s e d T i b e r i a s t o r evo l t 
(Life 340-4) a n d h e never misses t he o p p o r t u n i t y to i m p l i c a t e 
h i m in t he s ed i t i ous even t s i n t h e ci ty (Life 65.88.279). Yet w h e n 
a l l th i s invec t ive is sifted the re is l i t t le h a r d e v i d e n c e b e y o n d t h e 
fact t h a t J u s t u s w a s i n i t i a l l y j e a l o u s of t h e p o s i t i o n of S e p p h o r i s , 
a n d m a y h a v e a t t e m p t e d to seize t h e c o n f u s i o n after t h e defeat 
of Ces t iu s to m a k e t h e b r e a k w i t h A g r i p p a , o n l y to rea l ize t h a t 
h e c o u l d expec t l i t t le G a l i l e a n s u p p o r t . 9 1 T h e a t t e m p t m a y h a v e 
e m b r o i l e d h i m u n w i l l i n g l y i n t h e J e w i s h - p a g a n strife of t h e 
p e r i o d a n d a l m o s t cost h i m dea r ly (Life 410), b u t i n t he e n d t h e 
H e r o d i a n c o u r t r a t h e r t h a n a n i n d e p e n d e n t G a l i l e e w a s c lear ly 
m o r e to h i s l i k i n g . 9 2 



238 GALILEE FROM ALEXANDER T H E G R E A T T O HADRIAN 

( i i i) John of Gischala. 

A n o t h e r c o n t e n d e r for t h e r o l e of r e v o l u t i o n a r y leader i n 
G a l i l e e is J o h n of G i s c h a l a , e spec ia l ly i n v i ew of t h e subse
q u e n t e x p l o i t s i n J e r u s a l e m . B u t o n c e a g a i n w e m u s t p r o c e e d 
w i t h c a u t i o n , g i v e n the very di f ferent t r e a t m e n t s of J o h n ' s c h a r 
ac te r i n War a n d Life.93 I n t h e f o r m e r a c c o u n t J o h n is p o r t r a y e d 
n o t s i m p l y as a r e v o l u t i o n a r y b u t as a b r i g a n d a n d ty ran t , b u t t h e 
s tock q u a l i t y of m u c h of t h i s l a n g u a g e m a k e s t h e w h o l e p i c t u r e 
h i g h l y s u s p e c t (War 2:585-9; 4:85-127; 389-91; 7:263f). O n e t h i n g 
i t does i n d i c a t e is t h a t J o s e p h u s a n d J o h n b e c a m e d e a d l y e n e m i e s 
i n t h e c o u r s e of t h e f o r m e r ' s s o j o u r n i n G a l i l e e , a n d a careful 
r e a d i n g of t h e Life g ives u s s o m e i n d i c a t i o n of t h e c o m p l e x i t y 
of t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e t w o m e n . I n i t i a l l y , J o h n m a y h a v e 
h o p e d to a v o i d c o n f r o n t a t i o n , b u t g r a d u a l l y o n e detec ts w h e r e h i s 
t r u e in te res t s lay, as h e s t rove to u n s e a t J o s e p h u s a n d o b t a i n 
c o m m a n d h imse l f . J o h n ' s i n i t i a l c a u t i o n m a y h a v e been re la ted 
to h i s b u s i n e s s i n s t i n c t s a n d a s h r e w d a s s e s s m e n t of the l ikely 
o u t c o m e of a n y revo l t . Bes ides , if h e w a s t h e e p a r c h of U p p e r 
G a l i l e e , a s s u g g e s t e d by Life 73 (tv rfj CLVTOV « r a p x t a ) , h e h a d 
a c c e p t e d a p o s i t i o n i n t h e R o m a n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of t h e d is t r ic t , 
t h o u g h th i s is neve r e x p l i c i t l y s t a t e d . 9 4 I n v i ew of h i s associa
t i o n s w i t h J e r u s a l e m , e spec ia l ly w i t h S i m o n b e n G a m a l i e l , J o h n 
m a y we l l h a v e e x p e c t e d , o r a t least b e e n p r e p a r e d to accep t gov
e r n o r s h i p of G a l i l e e as a p r i c e for h i s s u p p o r t of t he revol t , a n d 
t h i s r a t h e r t h a n a n y deep - sea t ed i d e o l o g i c a l d i f ference e x p l a i n s 
t he e v e n t u a l a n t a g o n i s m b e t w e e n h i m a n d J o s e p h u s . I n d e e d the 
J e r u s a l e m d e l e g a t i o n h a d h o p e d to ach i eve a r e c o n c i l i a t i o n 
b e t w e e n t h e m a t first (Life 217f). 

At w h a t p o i n t d i d J o h n a b a n d o n h i s c a u t i o n ? Life 43-5 is 
g e n e r a l l y u n d e r s t o o d to reflect t h e t u r n i n g p o i n t i n h i s career 
f r o m b e i n g a g a i n s t t h e w a r t o b e c o m i n g a r e v o l u t i o n a r y ( H e n g e l ; 
K i n g d o n ) o r a ' m o d e r a t e ' ( R h o a d s ) . 9 5 H o w e v e r , t he e p i s o d e needs 
to be fu r the r c la r i f ied . H e h a d h o p e d to r e s t r a i n h i s fe l low ci t i 
zens , ' w h o w e r e h i g h l y e l a t ed by t h e r evo l t f rom R o m e ' ( T h a c k 
e ray) , u r g i n g t h e m to m a i n t a i n t he i r a l l e g i a n c e (wiaris) - to J o h n 
o r to R o m e o r to b o t h , if J o h n w a s i n the service of R o m e . H o w 
ever, h i s e n t r e a t i e s fell o n deaf ea rs , a n d t h e e x p l a n a t i o n for th i s 
f a i l u re p u t s t h e b l a m e n o t o n t he i n h a b i t a n t s of G i s c h a l a as w e 
m i g h t h a v e e x p e c t e d f rom t h e l o g i c of t h e a r g u m e n t , b u t o n t he 
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n e i g h b o r i n g ci t ies w h o sacked t h e t o w n . I t is h i g h l y u n l i k e l y 
t h a t J o h n w a s a b l e t o defeat these s u r r o u n d i n g p e o p l e s i n t h e 
m a n n e r sugges ted . U n d o u b t e d l y t h e e p i s o d e h a d to d o w i t h t h e 
a n t i - J e w i s h r i o t s i n t h e S y r i a n c i t ies a n d t h e J e w i s h r e p r i s a l s 
in the s u r r o u n d i n g vil lages, w h i c h War (2:457-65) suggests took 
p lace before the defeat of Cest ius , b u t w h i c h Life (24f), p r o b a b l y 
m o r e accurately, locates after tha t event. It w o u l d seem tha t J o h n 
h a d h o p e d to r ide o u t th is s to rm a n d avo id l o s ing h i s o w n pos i t i on , 
a n d t h a t h e l o o k e d for t h e a l l e g i a n c e of h i s t o w n s m e n to h i m s e l f 
w h e n o t h e r s w e r e s e e k i n g r e v e n g e . E v e n t u a l l y h e h a d to t ake t h e 
field o r r e l i n q u i s h h i s p o s i t i o n of l e a d e r s h i p i n t h e a r ea , a n d o n c e 
h e h a d t a k e n t h a t p l u n g e h e h a d t h r o w n d o w n t h e g a u n t l e t t o 
R o m e a n d h a d n o o t h e r o p t i o n b u t t o c o n t i n u e a l o n g t h e p a t h of 
revol t . 

I n these c i r c u m s t a n c e s o n e c a n i m a g i n e t h e r e s e n t m e n t of 
J o h n a t t he a r r iva l of J o s e p h u s as g o v e r n o r of t h e w h o l e p r o v i n c e . 
H i s J e r u s a l e m c o n t a c t s m i g h t h a v e b e e n p r e s u m e d to s u p p o r t 
h i m for t he p o s i t i o n a n d h e w a s n o t a b o u t t o r e l i n q u i s h t h e 
l e a d e r s h i p ro l e . T h e s e c o n d m e n t i o n of J o h n i n Life desc r ibes 
h i m as ' eager for r e v o l u t i o n a n d a m b i t i o u s of o b t a i n i n g c o m 
m a n d ' , a n d th i s r a t h e r g e n e r a l d e s c r i p t i o n is i l l u s t r a t e d by h i s 
desi re to seize t h e I m p e r i a l g r a n a r i e s , t o w h i c h J o s e p h u s a l s o 
a s p i r e d (Life 71-73). D e s p i t e t h e b l a t a n t self-defense of t h e p a s 
s a g e , 9 6 J o s e p h u s w a s n o t a b l e t o p r e v e n t J o h n t a k i n g c h a r g e of 
a l l of t h e g r a i n of t h e p r o v i n c e (or ' d i s t r i c t ' , hwapxi-*), a n d t h i s 
ac t c lear ly d e m o n s t r a t e s a t o n c e J o h n ' s r e j ec t i on of R o m a n 
c l a i m s a n d h i s o w n p u s h for c o n t r o l , a t leas t i n U p p e r G a l i l e e . 
S u b s e q u e n t l y , w e h e a r of h i s a t t e m p t i n g to o u s t J o s e p h u s i n t h e 
i m p o r t a n t cen te r s of L o w e r G a l i l e e a l s o - T i b e r i a s (Life 84 .96 .101; 
War 2:614-21), S e p p h o r i s a n d G a b a r a (Life 122-5). H e a p p e a r s 
to h a v e h a d s o m e success e x c e p t a t S e p p h o r i s (cf. Life 124.237), 
even poss ib ly r e s o r t i n g to v i o l e n c e i n t h e p r o c e s s (War 2:588f), 
t h o u g h th i s las t p a s s a g e m a y be p a r t of t h e b l a c k e n i n g of h i s 
cha rac t e r w h i c h is so m u c h a t h e m e of War. W h e n a l l e lse fa i led 
J o h n t u r n e d to t h e J e r u s a l e m a u t h o r i t y t h a t h a d a p p o i n t e d 
J o s e p h u s , n o w t h a t h i s o w n P h a r i s a i c f r iends w e r e i n c o n t r o l 
(Life 189-93) . 9 7 H o w e v e r , h e w a s n o m o r e successful i n t h i s effort, 
for i t a p p e a r s t h a t t he r e w a s n e v e r a n y l i k e l i h o o d of J o h n b e i n g 
g iven c o m m a n d , even if J o s e p h u s w a s to be r e p l a c e d (Life 267 .271 . 



240 GALILEE FROM ALEXANDER T H E G R E A T T O HADRIAN 

278.287). O n c e h e pe rce ived th i s J o h n w a s less t h a n w h o l e h e a r t e d 
i n h i s s u p p o r t of t h e d e l e g a t i o n , b e i n g e v e n t u a l l y c o n f i n e d to 
h i s o w n te r r i to ry of U p p e r G a l i l e e (Life 372; War 2:632). 

A l l t h i s j o c k e y i n g for p o s i t i o n b e t w e e n J o s e p h u s , J o h n a n d the 
d e l e g a t i o n m i g h t o b s c u r e t h e fact t h a t they a r e s q u a b b l i n g over 
c o n t r o l of a t e r r i to ry t h a t is off icial ly p a r t of t h e R o m a n p r o v i n c e 
o r b e l o n g s to k i n g A g r i p p a . T h e r e f o r e a l l a r e r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s i n 
R o m a n eyes. W h i l e t h e f a c t i o n - f i g h t i n g neve r r e a c h e d t h e s a m e 
p r o p o r t i o n s as i n J e r u s a l e m , n o r a p p a r e n t l y t h e s a m e v io lence , 
t h e e l e m e n t s w e r e s i m i l a r - a p r o v i n c i a l J e w , w h o s e a f f i l ia t ion 
w i t h the re l ig ious aspects of J u d a i s m m a y n o t have been as t e n u o u s 
as J o s e p h u s w o u l d h a v e u s bel ieve (e.g. Life 74-76; War 2:590-2; 
5:36f. 100-2; 562-5; 7:263f), w a s n o t p r e p a r e d to r e l i n q u i s h leader
s h i p to a J e r u s a l e m i t e w h o h a d n o ties w i t h t h e p r o v i n c e , o n c e 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s h a d p u s h e d h i m i n t o t h e s i t u a t i o n of revo l t . Never
the less , o n e c a n n o t a v o i d t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t J o h n ' s zea lo t i sm 
w a s o p p o r t u n i s t i c , a n d t h e r e p r o b a b l y a r e g o o d g r o u n d s for 
a c c e p t i n g h i s a va r i c e as g e n u i n e . I n p a r t i c u l a r h i s refusal to ' bu ry 
t h e h a t c h e t ' a n d c o m e to t h e a i d of h i s fe l low G a l i l e a n s a t J o t a 
p a t a , w h e n t h i s m i g h t h a v e w o n h i m t h e p r i ze h e so eager ly 
s o u g h t , s h o w s h o w d i s o r g a n i z e d a n d e p i s o d i c t h e w h o l e G a l i l e a n 
c a m p a i g n w a s . E v e n m o r e d e s p i c a b l e w a s t h e a b a n d o n i n g of h i s 
n a t i v e p l a c e , s e e i n g t h a t s o m e a t leas t of t h e i n h a b i t a n t s d i d n o t 
w a n t t h e r evo l t t h e r e i n t h e first p l a c e (War 4:84). I t is diff icul t 
t o e s t i m a t e J o h n ' s r ea l s t r e n g t h . J o s e p h u s t a lks of h i m h a v i n g 
a s m a l l a r m y of m e r c e n a r i e s - 400, a c c o r d i n g to War 2:588 in 
c reased to 1,500 a t Life 371 - b u t e l s e w h e r e w e h e a r of a n a r m y 
of 3,000 (Life 233) a n d la te r h e h a d a n a r m y of 6,000 i n J e r u s a l e m , 
t h o u g h n o t a l l w e r e G a l i l e a n s (War 5:249). P r e s u m a b l y these 
f igures m e a n t h a t J o h n d i d h a v e l i m i t e d s u p p o r t a m o n g t h e 
J e w i s h p o p u l a t i o n of h i s a rea , even if o n e s h o u l d q u e r y t h e f igure 
of 9,000 fugi t ives w h o w e r e p r e p a r e d to flee G i s c h a l a w i t h h i m . 9 8 

T h e p e a s a n t s tock w e r e d i s t ru s t fu l of h i s m a n o e u v r e s a n d d i d n o t 
w i s h to b e c o m e i n v o l v e d so t h a t i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y h e re l ied o n 
m e r c e n a r y t r o o p s r a t h e r t h a n p o p u l a r s u p p o r t (cf. War 4:97). 
J o h n ' s s u b s e q u e n t b e h a v i o r i n J e r u s a l e m , if w e c a n c red i t J o 
s e p h u s ' a c c o u n t a t a l l , s h o w s o n c e m o r e h i s o p p o r t u n i s m , first 
a l i g n i n g h i m s e l f w i t h A n a n u s , t h e h i g h p r i e s t (War 4:213), a n d 
la te r w i t h t h e Zea lo t s (War 5:528). I t w o u l d seem t h e n t h a t J o h n ' s 
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m o t i v a t i n g c o n c e r n s w e r e p e r s o n a l r a t h e r t h a n i d e o l o g i c a l , n o 
m a t t e r h o w m u c h h e d r e w o n Zea lo t idea l s for s u p p o r t la ter . T h i s 
is exac t ly w h a t w e m i g h t e x p e c t f r o m h i s soc ia l s t a t u s as a n o p 
p o r t u n i s t i c ' n e w m a n ' - o n e of t h e r a r e g e n u i n e m i d d l e class w e 
m e e t i n G a l i l e e , for w h o m p r a g m a t i s m r a t h e r t h a n i d e a l i s m w a s 
the o v e r r i d i n g c o n c e r n . H e w a s n o t t h e t y p e t o fire t h e G a l i l e a n 
p e a s a n t r y w i t h a n c i e n t loya l t i e s , a n d t h e i r r e j ec t ion of h i m 
(Life 103.304ff.368) h a s a l l t he a p p e a r a n c e of b e i n g a u t h e n t i c , 
even if i t a l s o fits i n w i t h t h e a p o l o g e t i c of J o s e p h u s . 

(iv) Josephus 

F i n a l l y t he re is J o s e p h u s , w h o s e p o s i t i o n i n G a l i l e e w e 
h a v e d i scussed i n a n ea r l i e r c h a p t e r . I t is necessary to r a i se t h e 
q u e s t i o n of h i s r o l e i n t h i s c o n t e x t a l s o , e spec ia l ly b e c a u s e of 
G a l i l e a n loya l ty , r ea l o r i m a g i n e d , t o h i m . C e r t a i n l y t h e l ike ly 
n a t i v e G a l i l e a n leaders h a d o n l y very l i m i t e d loca l s u p p o r t , a n d 
if w e a re to d i scover a n y b r o a d l y - b a s e d G a l i l e a n a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d s 
t he revol t , w e m u s t l o o k to J o s e p h u s , w h o d i d m a n a g e to r e t a i n 
h i s g o v e r n o r s h i p of t h e p r o v i n c e d e s p i t e a l l a t t e m p t s to u n s e a t 
h i m , p r e s u m a b l y b e c a u s e h e ref lected i n s o m e w a y t h e fee l ings 
of t h e masses the re . 

R e c e n t s c h o l a r l y o p i n i o n seems p r e p a r e d t o a c c e p t J o s e p h u s ' 
o w n p o s i t i o n i n Life t h a t h e w a s t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of a m o d e r a t e 
g o v e r n m e n t t h a t a t t e m p t e d to c o n t a i n t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y s i t u a t i o n 
i n P a l e s t i n e , w h i l e a t t h e s a m e t i m e p l a c a t i n g t h e e x t r e m e r a d i c a l s 
u n d e r t h e g u i s e of p r e p a r i n g for w a r . " O u r ea r l i e r d i s c u s s i o n h a s 
m a d e it c lear t h a t w e r e g a r d th i s p o s i t i o n as o v e r s i m p l i s t i c , even 
if w e were to accep t t h e s t a t e m e n t t h a t a g e n e r a l c o u n c i l of official 
J u d a i s m took c o n t r o l of t h e w a r effort, a n d so g a v e it a s p e c i o u s 
l e g i t i m a c y (War 2 :562-8 ) . 1 0 0 I n R o m a n eyes t h e w h o l e of P a l e s t i n e 
w a s i n a r e v o l u t i o n a r y s i t u a t i o n a n d t h o s e w h o t o o k p a r t i n a n y 
capac i t y m u s t h a v e been a w a r e of t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s of t he i r 
a c t i o n s . T h e p r o v i s i o n of a n a r m y a n d fo r t i f i ca t ions , even if t h e 
p r o p o r t i o n s a re e x a g g e r a t e d , a n d h i s a t t e m p t s t o m a k e S e p p h o r i s 
a b a n d o n its p r o - R o m a n s t a n c e (Life 104.111.378-80.394-6), a l l 
m a k e it c lear t h a t J o s e p h u s ac t ive ly p u r s u e d w a r w i t h R o m e , 
a n d these a c t i o n s c a n n o t be e x p l a i n e d o n a n y o t h e r g r o u n d s . T h e 
q u e s t i o n w e w i s h to p u r s u e h e r e is h o w far s u c h m i l i t a n c y w a s 
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b a s e d o n o r d r e w i ts i n s p i r a t i o n f rom t h e idea l s of t he Zealots . 
I n s h o r t w a s J o s e p h u s f ired by t h e idea l s of t h e J e r u s a l e m Zealots , 
a n d is t h i s t h e bas i s of G a l i l e a n s u p p o r t for h i m ? 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y w e a re to t a l ly d e p e n d e n t o n h i s o w n a c c o u n t s 
for a n e x p l a n a t i o n of h i s m o t i v a t i o n , a n d as far as c a n be ascer
t a i n e d h e h a d n o p r e v i o u s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e p r o v i n c e . W h i l e 
h i s P h a r i s a i s m m a y we l l be q u e s t i o n e d t he re seems l i t t le r e a s o n 
to d o u b t h i s p r i e s t ly , if n o t H a s m o n a e a n , b a c k g r o u n d , a n d h i s 
a r i s t o c r a t i c s t a t u s . 1 0 1 T h e fact t h a t h e o w n e d l a n d s n e a r J e r u s a l e m 
a n d w a s la te r g r a n t e d o t h e r l a n d i n e x c h a n g e o n t h e p l a i n (Life 
422) w o u l d seem to con f i rm this . C o h e n , 1 0 2 w h o has m a d e the mos t 
c o m p e l l i n g case for J o s e p h u s * zea lo t i sm p o i n t s to t he fact t h a t 
h e h a d g o n e to R o m e to p l e a d for i m p r i s o n e d J e w i s h p r ies t s , 
d u r i n g t h e p r o c u r a t o r s h i p of Fe l ix , b u t so d i d P h i l o , A g r i p p a 
a n d o t h e r p r o m i n e n t J e w s . T h e e p i s o d e seems to p o i n t to h i s 
a r i s t o c r a t i c c o n t a c t s r a t h e r t h a n h i s r e v o l u t i o n a r y sp i r i t , even 
if t h e t o n e of t h e r e p o r t is t e n d e n t i o u s l y p i o u s (Life 13-16). N o r 
d o e s t he fact t h a t h e fled t o t h e t e m p l e f rom M e n a h e m necessar i ly 
a l i g n h i m w i t h t he r evo l t of E leazar b e n A n a n i a s (Life 20f), 
t h o u g h i t s h o u l d be r e m e m b e r e d t h a t h e t o o w a s f rom a n a r i s to 
c ra t i c p r i e s t ly f ami ly . S u b s e q u e n t l y , d e s p i t e t h e m a n y c h a r g e s 
h u r l e d a t h i m b o t h p e r s o n a l a n d p o l i t i c a l , t h e o n l y c lear in 
s t a n c e of a c h a r g e of z ea lo t i sm o c c u r s i n h i s r e s p o n s e to J u s t u s , 
n a m e l y t h a t h e w a s r e s p o n s i b l e for t h e r evo l t of T i b e r i a s (Life 
340-54). Yet t h e s e r i ousnes s of t h i s c h a r g e h a s t o be j u d g e d i n t he 
l i g h t of J u s t u s ' o w n p o l e m i c a l c o n c e r n s , t h e p r e s e n c e of a k n o w n 
Zea lo t , J e s u s b e n S a p p h i a s i n t h e ci ty, a n d t h e fact t h a t J u s t u s 
c a n a p p a r e n t l y a l s o c h a r g e h i m w i t h not c a u s i n g S e p p h o r i s t o 
revo l t ! C o h e n is su re ly r i g h t i n i n s i s t i n g t h a t t hose w h o s u b 
s e q u e n t l y t o o k c h a r g e of t h e revo l t , i n c l u d i n g A n a n u s the h i g h 
p r i e s t a n d t h e a r i s toc racy , m u s t h a v e b e e n m o r e i n v o l v e d i n t h e 
even t s l e a d i n g u p to i t t h a n J o s e p h u s w o u l d h a v e u s bel ieve, b u t 
i t is d i f f icul t to i m a g i n e t h a t even t h e n t h e i r r e a s o n s we re free of 
a l l p e r s o n a l i n t e r e s t a n d m o t i v a t e d sole ly by p u r e r e l i g i o u s 
c o n c e r n s . I t s eems m o r e c o n s i s t e n t t o s u p p o s e t h a t t he J o s e p h u s 
w h o s u b s e q u e n t l y w a s h a p p y to en joy t h e favor of R o m e was , 
even p r i o r to h i s i n v o l v e m e n t m o r e c o n c e r n e d a b o u t h i s o w n 
p e r s o n a l p o s i t i o n t h a n a p o c a l y p t i c - s t y l e r e v o l u t i o n s i n favor of 
t h e soc ia l ly o p p r e s s e d . H i s v a n i t y is c e r t a i n l y a factor i n j u d g i n g 
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h i s m o t i v e s a n d i n v o l v e m e n t s , a n d after h i s a b y s s m a l f a i lu re h e 
c a n d iscover s u p e r n a t u r a l r e a s o n s to e x p l a i n b o t h h i s r e m a i n i n g 
i n office to f igh t t h e R o m a n s (Life 2081), a n d h i s a c c e p t a n c e of t h e 
secur i ty of t h e e n e m y c a m p after h i s defeat (War 3:400). 

W h a t t h e n a r e w e to m a k e of t h e G a l i l e a n a l l e g i a n c e to 
J o s e p h u s ? C e r t a i n l y the i r l oya l ty to h i m is o n e of t h e m a j o r 
t h r eads of Life, so m u c h so t h a t several c o m m e n t a t o r s h a v e 
d i s m i s s e d it as c o n t r i v e d . 1 0 3 T h e y a r e d i s t i n g u i s h e d f r o m t h e 
i n h a b i t a n t s of S e p p h o r i s , T i b e r i a s a n d G a b a r a , t h e t h r e e l a rges t 
t o w n s of G a l i l e e for w h o m they h a v e n o t h i n g b u t h o s t i l i t y (Life 
30.39.373-80, S e p p h o r i s ; 98-100.381-9, T i b e r i a s ; 263-5 , G a b a r a ) , 
a n d they c o m e f rom t h e v i l l ages a n d t h e c o u n t r y (Life 242-4). 
I n sho r t they a r e s y n o n y m o u s w i t h t h o s e c o u n t r y - p e o p l e w h o 
accep ted J o s e p h u s * g o v e r n o r s h i p a n d r e m a i n e d loya l t o h i m 
(CAp 1:48). T h e y a r e m o r e c o n c e r n e d for h i s safety t h a n for t he i r 
o w n a n d the i r f ami l i e s ' fate (Life 84.125.250.252), a n d t h e J e r u 
s a l e m d e l e g a t i o n is a s k e d t o a s c e r t a i n t h e s o u r c e of t h i s l oya l ty 
(Life 198). T h e G a l i l e a n s a n s w e r h i s ca l l t o a r m s r e p e a t e d l y 
(Life 100.103.108.242) a n d the i r a n g e r is d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t J o h n 
(Life 102.386), J u s t u s (Life 392) a n d t h e J e r u s a l e m d e l e g a t i o n 
a l i k e (Life 211.230.260.262). J o s e p h u s c a n re ly o n t h e m t o testify 
i n h i s favor (Life 228.258), a n d J o h n is n o t a b l e t o a l i e n a t e t h e m 
f rom h i m (Life 237). T h e i r l eaders d i n e w i t h h i m (Life 220), o r h e 
c a n cal l t h e m to a g e n e r a l m e e t i n g (Life 305.3lOf, avvodos) t o 
d i scuss h i s p o s i t i o n w i t h i n t h e p r o v i n c e . T h e ove ra l l i m p r e s s i o n 
is t h a t t h e G a l i l e a n s b e h a v e l ike a c h o r u s t o b e i n t r o d u c e d a t 
s u i t a b l e m o m e n t s as a s u p p o r t to J o s e p h u s ' p e r s o n a l a n d m o r a l 
q u a l i t i e s a n d p r o o f of h i s r e s p o n s i b l e h a n d l i n g of affairs i n t h e 
p r o v i n c e . I n t he i r w o r d s h e is ' t h e sav io r of t h e i r c o u n t r y ' (Life 
244). 

It is di f f icul t t o resis t t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t w e a r e d e a l i n g w i t h 
J o s e p h a n a p o l o g e t i c , a l l t h e m o r e so s ince i n a few p l ace s w e c a n 
p i c k u p h i n t s of a r a t h e r d i f ferent a t t i t u d e . T h u s J o s e p h u s h a s t o 
s e n d so ld ie rs t o a c c o m p a n y t h e G a l i l e a n l eaders lest t hey d o u b l e -
dea l w i t h t h e J e r u s a l e m e m b a s s y (Life 228). T h e i r rea l c o n c e r n is 
for t he i r o w n safety, ' i n f l u e n c e d , I i m a g i n e as m u c h by a l a r m for 
themse lves as by af fec t ion for m e ' (Life 206f cf. 84). Of t h e t w o 
a c c o u n t s of t h e G a l i l e a n j u d i c i a l sys t em h e e s t a b l i s h e d (War 
2:570f; Life 79) t h a t of Life is m o r e r e a l i s t i c — h e m a d e seventy of 
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the i r leaders h i s c o n s t a n t c o m p a n i o n s , ' u n d e r gu i se of f r iendship ' , 
b u t i n r ea l i ty as h o s t a g e s for t h e loya l ty of t h e d is t r ic t . T h e s e 
i n d i c a t i o n s s u g g e s t a s l i g h t l y less f l a t t e r i ng p i c t u r e . T h e G a l i l e a n 
c o u n t r y p e o p l e a n d m o s t of t he i r leaders p re fe r red J o s e p h u s to a n y 
of t he p o s s i b l e loca l c o n t e n d e r s , e x c e p t for t h e m i n o r i t y w h o m we 
saw w e r e a t t r ac t ed to t h e zea lo t i sm of J e s u s , o r t hose f rom U p p e r 
Ga l i l ee w h o s u p p o r t e d J o h n . Bu t it was a m a r r i a g e of convenience 
r a t h e r t h a n love o n b o t h s ides . War 2:589 p e r h a p s c a p t u r e s best 
t h e ove ra l l m o o d of t h e G a l i l e a n p e a s a n t s a t t h e p e r i o d : they were 
' d i s t r ac t ed ' (jierewpovs OVTOLS) r a t h e r t h a n r e v o l u t i o n a r y (vewrtpovs) 
o r s e d i t i o u s (oracuoSes) a t t h e c o m i n g w a r , we l l a w a r e of the i r 
v u l n e r a b l e s i t u a t i o n . 

T h e p r e s e n c e of b r i g a n d s i n t h e i r m i d s t w a s a fu r the r p r o b l e m , 
s ince u n d e r the gu i se of p r o t e c t i n g the p rov ince these o p p o r t u n i s t s 
w h o m w e mee t o n the different borders (Life 105, P t o l e m a i s ; 77-79, 
G i s c h a l a ) w e r e a b l e to d e m a n d p r o v i s i o n s a n d s u p p o r t f rom the 
defenseless c o u n t r y p e o p l e . 1 0 4 As t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of o u t s i d e 
a u t h o r i t y l oca t ed a t t h e n a t i o n ' s cen te r , J e r u s a l e m , J o s e p h u s 
c o u l d e x p e c t t o d r a w o n p e a s a n t loya l t i es , a l l t he m o r e so if h e 
c o u l d c o n v i n c e t h e m of h i s ab i l i t y t o r e m o v e the i r anx ie t i e s . H i s 
a r r a n g e m e n t w i t h t h e b r i g a n d s , as we l l as t h e p r e p a r a t i o n s for 
w a r t h a t h e i n i t i a t e d , m a y h a v e a d d e d to t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t h e 
w a s t o be t h e i r ' s av io r ' , w i t h o u t s u g g e s t i n g a n y r e l i g i o u s over
t ones to t h e w o r d . I n s u c h a n a t m o s p h e r e r u m o r a n d hea r say a re 
rife a n d o n e c a n r ead i ly r ecogn ize t h e p a s s i o n s of t h r e a t e n e d 
p e o p l e w h e n w o r d w a s p a s s e d a r o u n d by h i s e n e m i e s t h a t 
J o s e p h u s w a s a b o u t t o be t ray t h e c o u n t r y to R o m e (War 2:595.602; 
Life 129.132.149). W e h a v e a l r e a d y d i scus sed t h e a r m i n g of t h e 
G a l i l e a n s a n d t h e o b v i o u s e x a g g e r a t i o n i n v i ew of the i r d i s 
a p p e a r a n c e a t t h e very b e g i n n i n g of t r o u b l e . Neve r the l e s s , t he re 
is n o t h i n g i m p r o b a b l e a b o u t a local mi l i t i a f rom different regions , 
s u p p o r t e d by t he i r fe l low v i l l age r s , c o m i n g t o J o s e p h u s ' a i d in 
t i m e s of cr is is (War 2:584). T h e very s p a s m o d i c n a t u r e of the i r 
a p p e a r a n c e m a k e s it c lea r t h a t they a r e n o t p r e p a r e d for o r c a p a b l e 
of c o n d u c t i n g a l o n g c a m p a i g n , even of a g u e r i l l a - t y p e , s u c h as 
t h e s u p p o r t e r s of A n t i g o n u s h a d c o n d u c t e d a g a i n s t H e r o d i n t h e 
s a m e a rea . If t h e g e n e r a l w a s n o f i r e b r a n d r e v o l u t i o n a r y , these 
p e a s a n t p e o p l e w e r e n o t l ike ly to p u s h h i m i n t o t h a t p o s i t i o n . 

O u r survey of t h e i m p a c t of t h e v a r i o u s p o s s i b l e r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
leaders of G a l i l e e h a s s u g g e s t e d n e g a t i v e r e su l t s for t h e m o s t p a r t . 
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W e h a v e n o t f o u n d a s i n g l e t race of a m e s s i a n i c - s t y l e l eader the re , 
w h o a t t h e m o m e n t of g r e a t cr is is a n d o p p o r t u n i t y m i g h t h a v e 
steeled t h e p e o p l e to a g e n u i n e r e v o l u t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e , d r a w i n g 
o n a n c i e n t loya l t i e s to l a n d a n d t e m p l e — a s t r i k i n g c o n t r a s t to 
events i n J u d a e a . In so fa r as w e c a n p e n e t r a t e b e h i n d the , 
a d m i t t e d l y , h i g h l y - c o l o r e d sources , n o s u c h a t t e m p t w a s m a d e 
a n d n o g e n u i n e res i s t ance to R o m e (as d i s t i n c t f rom h e r a g e n t s 
l ike A g r i p p a o r s u p p o r t e r s l ike S e p p h o r i s ) w a s ever c o n s c i o u s l y 
fostered. O n e gets t he i m p r e s s i o n t h a t t h e w h o l e c a m p a i g n d i d 
m o r e to b r i n g to t h e sur face soc ia l a n i m o s i t i e s a n d t e n s i o n s l o n g 
e x i s t i n g w i t h i n G a l i l e a n life t h a n i t a c h i e v e d i n s p r e a d i n g t h e 
r ad i ca l i d e o l o g y of z ea lo t i sm w i t h i n t h e p r o v i n c e . P e r h a p s m o s t 
t e l l i n g of a l l is t h e fact t h a t w e f ind n o t races of t h e F o u r t h 
P h i l o s o p h y ' s i d e o l o g y the re , a n d least of a l l a t S e p p h o r i s , w h e r e 
it w a s r e p u t e d l y r o o t e d . S u b s e q u e n t even t s w o u l d s eem to c o n f i r m 
th i s p i c t u r e , for i t is g e n e r a l l y r e c o g n i z e d t h a t t h e B a r C o c h b a 
revol t , w h i c h ca r r i ed f o r w a r d t h e i d e o l o g y of t h e first o n e , h a d 
l i t t le o r n o i m p a c t o n G a l i l e e . T h i s is a l l t h e m o r e s u r p r i s i n g i n 
view of the fact tha t social unres t i n the coun t rys ide was a p p a r e n t l y 
a c o n t r i b u t o r y f a c t o r . 1 0 5 T h e t ransfer of t h e B e t h D i n to U s h a i n 
L o w e r G a l i l e e after 135 C .E . me re ly c o n f i r m s o u r c o n c l u s i o n t h a t 
G a l i l e a n J u d a i s m , a t least of t h e p e a s a n t var ie ty , w a s never so 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y o r v io l en t as m a n y a u t h o r i t i e s s eem to a s s u m e . 

GENERAL CONCLUSION 

F o c u s i n g o n the r e v o l u t i o n a r y e t h o s of G a l i l e e h a s o p e n e d u p 
for us a n o t h e r v is ta o n life i n t h e p r o v i n c e a n d h e l p e d to c o n f i r m 
the i m p r e s s i o n s of p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r s i n t h i s p a r t of o u r s tudy . I t 
h a s a l so p o i n t e d t h e w a y f o r w a r d to t he f ina l s ec t ion o n t h e 
r e l i g i o n of G a l i l e e . It h a s e m e r g e d t h a t i n a s k i n g t h e q u e s t i o n 
' h o w r e v o l u t i o n a r y w a s G a l i l e e ? ' w e h a v e u l t i m a t e l y r a i s ed a 
re l ig ious ra the r t h a n a pu re ly social q u e s t i o n . H e r e it is o p p o r t u n e 
to d r a w t o g e t h e r s o m e of t he m o r e i m p o r t a n t l i nes of o u r d i s 
cus s ions in th i s c h a p t e r . 

G a l i l e e w a s ce r t a in ly n o t so i so la t ed t h a t it c o u l d r e m a i n 
u n t o u c h e d by the genera l d i scon ten t w i t h R o m a n r u l e in Pa les t ine 
t h a t h a d been b u i l d i n g u p for over a c e n t u r y . Yet t h e c o n t r a s t w i t h 
J u d a e a p r o v e d i l l u m i n a t i n g . T h e r e , soc ia l u n r e s t a l l i ed to a n 
apoca lyp t i c - s ty l e fervor s e e m e d to be a c o n s t a n t fact of life, b u t 
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very l i t t l e of th i s i n t e n s e fee l ing c a m e to t h e fore i n G a l i l e e , w i t h 
t h e o n e n o t a b l e e x c e p t i o n of t h e d e s t i t u t e classes of T i b e r i a s i n 
66 C .E . T h i s c o u l d m e a n t h a t d e s p i t e a l l t h e soc ia l in jus t i ces 
a l r e a d y desc r ibed , t h e G a l i l e a n p e a s a n t fared be t te r t h a n h i s 
J u d a e a n c o u n t e r p a r t . I t m i g h t a l s o i n d i c a t e t h a t J u d a i s m as a 
r e l i g i o u s w a y of life w a s n o t over ly t h r e a t e n e d by t h e everyday 
e x p e r i e n c e of G a l i l e a n J e w s , even if t h e g e n e r a l e t h o s of t he 
p r o v i n c e h a d b e e n d e e p l y affected by H e l l e n i s m for a l o n g t i m e , as 
w e h a v e seen. H e n g e l h a s c o n c l u d e d t h a t o n e of t h e resu l t s of 
J u d a i s m ' s v i o l e n t c l a s h w i t h t h e n e w c u l t u r e u n d e r A n t i o c h u s IV 
w a s to m a k e t h e f o r m e r e x t r e m e l y sens i t ive to a n y o u t s i d e forces 
t h a t w e r e l ike ly t o t h r e a t e n its d i s t i nc t i ve w a y of l i f e . 1 0 6 C e r t a i n l y 
t h i s c a n be pe rce ived i n t h e r e s p o n s e t o t h e v a r i o u s t h rea t s t o t he 
t e m p l e s u b s e q u e n t l y . G a l i l e a n J e w s seem t o h a v e b e e n as h i g h l y 
m o t i v a t e d as a n y o t h e r s o n s u c h occas ions , espec ia l ly d u r i n g 
p i l g r i m a g e s to J e r u s a l e m . Yet a p p a r e n t l y t h i s t h r e a t w a s n o t felt 
w i t h t h e s a m e i n t e n s i t y i n t h e h o m e p r o v i n c e o n a day- to -day 
bas i s . T h i s m a y h a v e b e e n d u e to t h e fact t h a t t h e effects of 
t h e r e f o r m d i d n o t h a v e t h e o p p o r t u n i t y to r e a c h G a l i l e a n 
p e a s a n t s , w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n of t hose l i v i n g n e a r P t o l e m a i s , a n d 
a c c o r d i n g l y t h e i r p i l g r i m a g e r e l i g i o n w a s n o t u n d u l y d i s t u rbed . 
O r it m a y h a v e r e s u l t e d f r o m t h e fact t h a t t h e rea l i t i es of life h a d 
l o n g s ince forced G a l i l e a n J e w s t o w o r k o u t a modus vivendi w i t h 
t h e n e w w a y of life of H e l l e n i s m , even t h e n e w l a n g u a g e , w i t h o u t 
s e e i n g i ts every a d v a n c e as a d e a t h b l o w to t h e J e w i s h r e l i g i o n . 
T h e s e a r e q u e s t i o n s t h a t m u s t s t i l l be add re s sed i n o u r f inal 
c h a p t e r s . 

T h u s o u r t h e o r y of a p r e d o m i n a n t l y p e a s a n t e t h o s for G a l i l e e 
a p p e a r s t o be fu r the r s u b s t a n t i a t e d . T h e i n d i v i d u a l a n d u n s u s -
t a i n e d o u t b u r s t s of v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t S e p p h o r i s , T i b e r i a s o r 
A g r i p p a h a v e a l l t h e a p p e a r a n c e s of u n p l a n n e d a n d u n t h i n k i n g 
d i s p l a y s of f ee l ing t h a t l a cked a p r o p e r f r a m e w o r k . I n g e n e r a l , 
p a r t of t h e p r o b l e m is to c o n v i n c e p e a s a n t s t h a t t h e w h o l e w o r l d 
a n d n o t j u s t t h e i r o w n v i l l a g e o r lo t c a n be c h a n g e d . As H o b s b a w n 
p u t s it, i t is a n e r r o r t o l abe l every i n c i d e n t of force a ' r i s i n g ' o r a n 
' i n s u r r e c t i o n ' . I t is o n l y w h e n p e a s a n t s c a n be c o n v i n c e d a b o u t 
u n i v e r s a l o r c o s m i c c h a n g e t h a t o n e c a n e x p e c t t h e a b a n d o n m e n t 
of h a r d p o l i t i c a l a s s e s s m e n t for h o p e of a n a p o c a l y p t i c n a t u r e . 1 0 7 

T h e r e a c t i o n of t h e m e n of G i s c h a l a , d e s i r o u s of p e a c e because t h e 
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c r o p s w e r e e n g a g i n g a l l t h e i r a t t e n t i o n (War 4:82), i l l u s t r a t e s very 
wel l t h e p r o b l e m s t h a t faced a n y w o u l d - b e r e v o l u t i o n a r y l eade r 
i n G a l i l e e . C e n t u r i e s of p o l i t i c a l i s o l a t i o n h a d m a d e t h o s e w h o 
were a b l e to m a i n t a i n a n y k i n d of s t ab l e l i n k s w i t h t h e l a n d 
cau t ious a b o u t a n y large-scale m o v e m e n t t ha t d r e w its i n s p i r a t i o n 
f rom t h e r e l i g i o u s a n d u r b a n c o n d i t i o n s of J e r u s a l e m . I t w a s 
necessary to w o r k o u t a m u c h m o r e careful a p p r o a c h to t h e 
p r o b l e m of p r e s e r v i n g a n c e s t r a l loya l t i es w i t h fo r e ign o v e r l o r d s . 
T h e e m e r g e n c e of a J e w i s h a r i s toc racy d i d n o t a r o u s e a n y g r e a t 
h o p e s , g i v e n t h e c o m p r o m i s e s w h i c h they s o u g h t to w o r k o u t 
w i t h t he n e w Zeitgeist, n o r a n y a s s u r a n c e t h a t t h e i r l o t w o u l d be 
a p p r e c i a b l y i m p r o v e d by t h r o w i n g off t h e y o k e of R o m e . T h i s is 
n o t t o d e n y t h e p r e s e n c e of s o m e i d e a l i s m a n d t h e o r e t i c a l a s p i r a 
t i ons i n G a l i l e e , even a m o n g t h e c o u n t r y p e o p l e , b u t i t u n d e r 
l ines t h a t s u c h a s p i r a t i o n s n e e d t h e p r o p e r p o l i t i c a l a n d soc ia l 
e n v i r o n m e n t i n w h i c h t o f l o u r i s h . A p p a r e n t l y t h e sca t t e red 
G a l i l e a n h a m l e t s d i d n o t p r o v i d e t h a t k i n d of a t m o s p h e r e . 
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N O T E S F O R C H A P T E R 6 

lM. Smith, 'Zealots and Sicarii. Their Origin and Relation', HTR 64(1971) 1-19, 
is the most trenchant critic of the prevailing position concerning the identity of the 
Zealots and the Fourth Philosophy of Josephus. It is also usual to identify Zealots 
and Sicarii on the basis of War 2:444, where Menahen the leader of the latter group 
is said to have entered the temple, taking with him TO&S frXcoTas. Smith's most critical 
remarks are reserved for Hengel's massive study, Die Zeloten, art. cit., 10-15, to which 
the latter has answered in his usual scholarly fashion in 'Zeloten und Sikarier.'Zur 
Frage nach der Einheit und Vielfalt der judischen Freiheitsbewegung, 6-70 nach 
Christus' in Josephus-Studien, Festschrift fur Otto Michel, eds. O. Betz, M. Hengel, 
K. Haacker, Gottingen, Vandenhoeck undReprecht, 1974,175-96, also reprinted in 
Die Zeloten, 2nd ed. 1976, 387-412. D.M. Rhoads, Israel in Revolution, 6-74 C.E., 
Philadelphia, Fortress Press, 1976, is a more developed treatment of Smith's position 
concerning the origin of the Zealots during the actual Revolt period, argued essen
tially from Josephus. Cf. esp. 97-110, where he characterizes the differing factions 
of the war period, and their varied background and leadership. 

2Rhoads, Israel in Revolution, 97-110. Smith, 'Zealots and Sicarii', 15f, who regards 
War 4:129-61 as vital for understanding the origin of the Zealots. 

'Thus Smith, 'Zealots and Sicarii', 7f, who follow Thackeray's translation of 
rohs frXwrasat War 2:444: 'his suite of armed fanatics' (Loeb Josephus 2, 496f) that is, 
not as a party name, citing in support of this the Latin version and Hegesippus. 
In this Smith is following K. Lake in F. Jackson and K. Lake. The Beginnings of 
Christianity, Part One: The Acts of the Apostles. Vol. I, Prolegomena, London, 
1920, Appendix 1, 'The Zealots', 421-5, who had argued that the party name 'the 
Zealots' occurred for the first time only at War 4:160f, and that accordingly earlier 
uses had to be understood in a general sense of 'admirer' or 'fanatical follower' or of 
individual zealots. Hengel has countered this position in 'Zeloten und Sikarier', 
182-5, recalling his arguments of Die Zeloten, 61 ff, overlooked by Smith, in relation 
to War 2:444. 564. 651, all three passages in his view using ^ X w r a i as a party name. 
In particular he notes that the absolute ol f^Xtorat does not occur in Greek literature 
up to the 2nd century C.E., whereas in Josephus on the other hand there are 53 (from 
a total of 55) absolute uses, including War 2:444. 

4Hengel, 'Zeloten und Sikarier', 195f, is aware of these two possible interpretations 
of the facts, yet concludes that the view that links the Zealots with the Fourth Philos
ophy founded by Judas the Galilean, in 6 C.E., best explains the strong religious 
component of the revolt as well as the fanatical attitudes of the participants. 

5Cohen, Josephus in Galilee, 327f, and Rhoads, Israel in Revolution, 2f, discuss 
the various possibilities and the different nuances such words as 'moderate', 'rev
olutionary', 'peace party' can have. Cf. above ch. 3, n. 46. 

6Hengel, Die Zeloten, 57-61, 322, assumes that the Galileans were rebellious ever 
since the days of Herod the Great at least, and so such references as M. Yad 4:8 (the 
Galilean heretic who attacks the Pharisee for including the name of the ruler on the 
bill of divorce); Justin, Dial, with Trypho, 80,2; Hegesippus in Eusebius, Eccles. 
Hist., 4,22.7 and Epictetus in Arrian, Dissert., 4,7.6 should all be taken to refer to 
the followers of Judas. Many other contemporary scholars adopt the same position, 
e.g. G. Vermes, Jesus the Jew, London, Collins, 1973,46-8; S. Brandon, Jesus and the 
Zealots, Manchester, Univ. Press, 1967, 54; Reicke, The New Testament Era, 69, 
118, 136f. Cf. my article, 'The Galileans in the light of Josephus' Vita', forthcoming 
in NTS. 

7 S. Zeitlin, 'Who were the Galileans? New light on Josephus' activities in Galilee' 
JQR 64(1973/4) 189-203. 

8 Hengel is his more recent article emphasizes this aspect more so than in his earlier 
study, while maintaining that similar conditions prevailed elsewhere in the eastern 
empire, but without the same dire consequences, 'Zeloten und Sikarier', 181 f. War 
2:427f notes that the rebels burned the moneylenders bonds with the explicit inten
tion of cancelling all debts and starting a social uprising of the poor against the rich. 
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Kreissig's study, Die Sozialen Zusammenhdnge, while correctly underlining the 
social and economic aspects, has been criticized for its all too one-sided treatment in 
reducing everything to a class struggle within Judaism. S. Applebaum, 'The Zealots: 
The Case for Revaluation', JRS 61(1971) 155-70, esp. 167f, also stresses the social 
aspects, but in a more balanced way, not neglecting other facets of the movement. 

9Above, ch. 3, II. 
1 0 Hengel, 'Zeloten und Sikarier', 176f, n. 7, notes that with the exception of Ant 

9:183, Josephus always uses it of those who are involved in opposition to Rome. His 
usage therefore corresponds to official Roman propaganda that does not admit 
any legitimate opposition, and thus discredits any movement of revolt, labeling its 
authors latrones, not hostes. Its application to Hezekiah would stem from Nicholas' 
pro-Herodian and anti-Jewish bias which would have been equally familiar with 
such Roman usage. 

1 1 It is not found in the parallel in War, and thus reflects the pro-Hasmonaean and 
anti-Herodian bias of Ant. 

1 2 Cf. ch. 2, n. 55, above, for the first Hasmonaean king. War 1:70 has the figure of 
471 years, but it is also too large. However, there does appear to be a conscious desire 
to relate the events to the messianic expectations as outlined in the seventy weeks of 
Dn 9:24, as Thackeray notes, Loeb Josephus, II, 34f n.a. Cf. R. Meyer, Der Prophet 
aus Galilaa, Reprint Darmstadt, 1970, 60-70, on the messianic coloring of John 
Hyrcanus in such Sadducean sources as the Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs, 
Test. Levi 8:11-17; 17:11-18:14; Jubilees 31:11-12. 

1 3 W.R. Farmer, Maccabees, Zealots and Josephus, An Enquiry into Jewish 
Nationalism in the Greco-Roman Period, New York, Columbia Univ. Press 1956. 
His thesis of an ideological tradition between the Zealots and the Maccabees, has 
been cautiously received, mainly for lack of hard evidence. Cf. Hengel, Die Zeloten, 
2f, and Applebaum, 160, n. 43. On the episode of the old man and the links with 
the story in 2 Mace 6:18-7:42 and the figure of Taxo in the Assumption of Moses 9:1-7, 
cf. F. Loftus, 'The Martyrdom of the Galilean Troglodytes (B.J. 1:312-3; A.J. XIV: 
429-30). A Suggested Traditionsgeschichte', JQR 66(1976) 212-23, who argues for 
an original popular tale related to Jer 15:9 that has been adapted by different authors 
in the context of martyrologies. 

1 4 As such it serves his general theme of 'avajKv running through Jewish history 
and determining its outcome, though it should be noted that he does not include 
the story of Eleazar and his sons (2 Mace 7) in his account of the Maccabaean revolt. 

1 5 It is interesting to note that when Hyrcanus is addressed by Jews he is still called 
'king': ^^.14:157, 172. 

1 6Eissfeldt, Introduction to the Old Testament, 610-13. 
1 7Schalit, W.H.Hell.A., 344, n. 67. 
1 8 Cited from R.H. Charles, The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old 

Testament, 2 vols., Oxford 1913, 2, 648-52, with reference to A. Rahlfs, ed. 
Septuaginta, 2 vols., Stuttgart, 1935, 2, 486-8. 

1 9 There is an apparent inconsistency in this report, for at Ant\ 7:300 the Jews ask 
ior airrovofiia, yet at 314 they are willing to be good subjects of the Roman system. 
This was the only option open to them at the time that Ant was written, and thus 
we have another example of retrojection. 

2 0 Cf. below, ch. 8, I. 
2 1 Hengel, Die Zeloten, 333-6 and 'Zeloten und Sikarier', 179f, on Josephus' silence; 

W.R. Farmer, 'Judas, Simon and Athronges', NTS 4(1958) 147-55. On the contrary, 
Kreissig, Die Sozialen Zusammenhdnge, 115f, sees this as a clear example of a class 
struggle. 

2 2 M. Hengel, Gewalt und Gewaltlosigkeit. Zur Politischen Theologie in Neu-
testamentlicher Zeit. Calwer Hefte 118, Stuttgart 1971, 34-7, points to the targum 
on Gn 49:10 which paints a warlike picture of the coming Messiah, as illustrative 
of popular beliefs rather than the heavenly saviour of Dn. On the contrary, M. de 
Jonge, art. XP«»> et cet. TDNT, 9,514f doubts this. Cf. also his cautionary remarks 
on the alleged messianic features.of Judas the Galilean and his clan, 'Josephus und 
die Zukunftserwartungen seines Volkes', in Josephus-Studien 205-19, esp. 216f. 
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2 3 Stories of Herodian 'reluctance' to accept the office may be seen as addressed 
to the still current popular ideas concerning the sacral nature of kingship. Ant 14:386 
relates that Herod did not expect kingship and had proposed his wife's son for 
it and at Ant 15:9f Antony has Antigonus put to death, recognizing that Herod 
would never have been accepted as long as the Hasmonaean lived. There is also 
the story in M. Sot 7:8 concerning Agrippa (probably the I), who was reluctant to 
continue the reading for the king from Dt 17:15 until the people assured him that 
he was their brother. 

2 4 Farmer, 'Judas, Simon and Athronges', points out that the Hasmonaean line 
must have still existed in its collaterals. 

2 5 Cf. above, ch. 3, II. 
2 6 Meyer, Der Prophet aus Galilaa, 70-81, esp. 73. 
2 7 Thus Hengel, Die Zeloten, 337, n. 3; Smith, 'Zealots and Sicarii', 15; J. Foakes 

Jackson, Josephus and the Jews, New York, 1930, 264. There is no completely 
satisfactory explanation of the fact that he is said to be a Gaulanite and to come 
from Gamala. Is Gamala in Upper Galilee confused with the better known one in 
Golan, as S. Klein, thinks Neue Beitrdge, 8, followed by G. Dalman, Orte und 
Wege Jesu, Reprint Darmstadt 1969, 10 n. 2; Hengel, following J. Spencer Kennard, 
'Judas of Galilee and his Clan', JQR 36(1945/6) 281-6, surmises that he may have 
escaped to Gamala in the Golan after his father's death, only to return to Galilee later. 

2 8 He is also mentioned at War 2:433; Ant 20:102. 
2 9 T h u s Kennard, 'Judas of Galilee', followed by Hengel, Die Zeloten, 337f; 

Schiirer, Geschichte, 1, 486f; Applebaum, 'The Zealots', 160f. The sons of Judas 
were executed about 47 C.E. during the procuratorship of Tiberius Alexander, 
Ant 20:102; Menahem who was murdered by the Zealots in 66 was said to have been 
his son also, though Hengel suggests grandson, War 2:433, and Eleazar the 
defender of Masada is also said to have been his son (War 7:253), though else
where his father's name is given as Jair (War 2:447). Rhoads, Israel in Revolution, 
51, suggests that since Judas is said to have been a rouXavtT^s from Gamala, Josephus 
is making a conscious effort to distinguish him from Judas the son of Hezekiah. 

30 War 2:118 says that it had nothing in common with the other sects, whereas 
Ant 18:23 identifies it with the Pharisees in all other respects except for its passion 
for liberty and refusal to call any man master except God. The former statement 
is readily explicable as part of the polemic of War in isolating the revolutionaries 
from the rest of Jewish life. 

31 Die Zeloten, 102.144.232. 
3 2 Rhoads, Israel in Revolution, 50. 
3 3 Applebaum, 'The Zealots', 161, makes the important point that Judas had opted 

for a charismatic, messianic interpretation of God's will, whereas other segments of 
Pharisaism based their understanding on the official interpretation of torah and 
halakhah, irrespective of the political regime. 

3 4 Meyer, Tradition und Neuschbpfung, has clearly outlined this aspect of 
Pharisaism. Cf. below, ch. 8. 

3 5 Hengel, Die Zeloten, 88f, describes the organization as being of necessity 'eine 
Art von Geheimbund'. Rhoads, Israel in Revolution, 59, n. 45, admits this possi
bility despite his thesis that there was no organized Zealot party before 67. 

36Israel in Revolution, 52-9; cf. esp. notes 23 and 4. 
3 7 The question posed here is rather different from that of scholars who presume 

the revolutionary ethos of Galilee. A good example of how this can confuse the issue 
is G. Baumbach, 'Zeloten und Sikarier', ThLZ 90(1965) cols. 727-40, who pre
sumes Galilean origin for the latter group because of their subsequent association 
with the family of Judas, despite the clear statement of Ant 20:185f that they 
originated in Judaea. 

3 8 J. Blintzler, 'Die Niedermetzelung von Galilaern durch Pilatus', Nov. Test. 
2(1957) 24-49, esp. 32-7, where he discusses which of the known acts of Pilate, re
corded by Josephus, might be linked with this episode. One possibility is the affair of 
the water conduit, Ant 18:62. 
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3 9 Examples of this are the universal census under Quirinius (Lk 2:1) and the 
placing of the revolt of Theudas before that of Judas, (Ac 5:36f). Cf. H.J. Cadbury, 
The Making of Luke-Acts, London, S.P.C.K. 1961, 366f. 

4 0Blintzler, 'Die Niedermetzelung', 43-7. 
4 1 Cohen, Josephus in Galilee, 274f, notes that the Ant account of this whole 

episode corresponds to an anti-Samaritan bias of this work as a whole, in that it is 
not one Galilean, but many (cf. War 2:232) that are killed, there is no mention of 
the Galilean preparation for war (War 2:233) and the fact that the Galileans killed 
many of their enemies is not referred to (War 2:235). However, this does not preclude 
the possibility of his treating the Galileans in a particular light also, especially 
in view of his presentation of Judas' philosophy earlier in the same work (Ant 
18:23f). It also helps to underline the difficulties of the former general of the 
Galileans for a Roman readership of later times. On the notion of freedom as part 
of the ideology of the Fourth Philosophy cf. Hengel, Die Zeloten, 114-27 and G. 
Baumbach, 'Bemerkungen zum Freiheitsverstandnis der zelotischen Bewegung', 
ThLZ 92(1967) 257f. 

42 Jesus and the Zealots, 356. His attempted corrective of what he considered a mis
representation of his position, 'Jesus and the Zealots. A Correction', NTS 17(1971) 
453, has been effectively answered by J.G. Davies, 'Zealot and Para-Zealot', 
NTS 19(1973) 483-5. 

43 Die Sozialen Zusammenhdnge, 121. 
44 Jesus the Jew, 223-5. 
4 5Cf. above n. 6. Cf. in addition, C H . Dodd, Historical Tradition in the Fourth 

Gospel, Cambridge, Univ. Press, 1963, 217 and W.D. Davies, The Gospel and the 
Land, 337, n. 6, who apparently accepts the zealotism of Galilee, but refers to the 
unpublished 1973 dissertation of his student, F. Malinowski, Galilee in Josephus. 
However, this latter fails to carry through his initial insight that Jerusalem was the 
true center of the revolutionary ideology and is reduced to the circuitous argument 
that Galilee was revolutionary because Judas was called a Galilean, representing 'a 
way of thinking and acting of some Galileans' (237). 

4 6 For a survey, cf. N. Perrin, The Kingdom of God in the Preaching of Jesus, 
London, S.C.M. Press, 1963 and his subsequent studies, Rediscovering the Teaching 
of Jesus, London, S.C.M. Press, 1967, as well as Jesus and the Language of the 
Kingdom. Symbol and Metaphor in New Testament Interpretation, Philadelphia, 
Fortress Press, 1976. Cf. also, R. Schnackenburg, Gottes Herrschaft und Reich, 
Freiburg, 1959. 

4 7 Hoehner, Herod Antipas, 124-48, attempts to conflate the two reports, but 
minimizes the literary and theological differences between them. However, he 
rightly characterizes R. Eisler's attempt, IHSOUS BASILEUS OU BASILEUSAS, 
2 vols. Heidleberg, 1929, 2, 66-96, to treat the Baptist movement as a zealot-style 
political one, as fantastic and unfounded. 

4 8 It is difficult to decide who precisely are covered by the term 'Herodians' in the 
gospels, as H. H. Rowley's survey of opinions makes clear, 'The Herodians in the 
Gospels', JTS 41(1940) 14-27. He opts for a general understanding of the term 
whereas others think of functionaries in the tetrarch's court. Of the Evangelists, 
Mark seems to have a particular interest in them as they occur in his gospel at 3:6; 
8:15 and 12:13. E. Trocme' La Formation de L'Evangile selon Marc, Paris, Presses 
Universitaires de France, 1963, 73-5, suggests that the combination of Herodians 
and Pharisees may reflect the time of Herod Agrippa I, who did enjoy the title king 
(cf. Mk 6:17), rather than the time of Antipas who was merely tetrarch. Hoehner, 
Herod Antipas, Appendix X, 331-42, approaches the question of the identification 
of the Herodians on the basis of some recent attempts to link them with the Essenes, 
and argues that they were indeed a religious group, to be identified however with the 
Boethusians. 

49Herod Antipas, Appendix IX, 317-30. The term 'fox' applied to Antipas 
implies a cunning rather than a powerful person, op. cit. Appendix XI, 343-7. 
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5 0 Dodd, Historical Tradition, 118, describes this as a tradition formed largely 
under the influence of a testimonium such as Ps 2, but 'by no means to be neglected'. 
Hoehner, Herod Antipas, 224-50, discusses the idea in great detail, arguing for its 
historicity, but without any new ideas on the question of jurisdiction which is the 
essential issue. If Sherwin-White is correct, against Mommsen, in seeing the 
forum delicti as the normal place of trial in the early principate as distinct from the 
forum domicilii of a later time (Roman Society and Roman Law, 28-31), then 
Antipas' involvement would have to be explained on the basis of the offense having 
been committed in Galilee as well as in Judaea in the narrower sense. However, 
pace Hoehner, Luke's account appears stylized and inconsequential, and so may 
have had apologetic rather than historical import in relation to the life of the church 
in the empire. 

5 1 Cf. the review of M. Hengel, JSS 14(1969) 231-40 as well as his War Jesus 
Revolutionar? Calwer Hefte 110, Stuttgart 1969; also E. Lohse's review, Nov.Test. 
12(1970) 78; Davies, 'Zealot and Para-Zealot'; Davies, The Gospel and the Land, 
340, n. 13. Brandon's response, 'Jesus and the Zealots', does not retract his basic 
thesis that ideologically Jesus and the Zealots were closely aligned. In particular 
to be noted are his repeated references to Jesus' boyhood in Galilee contributing 
to his revolutionary ideas (29.343f). On the question of Jesus' trial being a possible 
indicator of his zealotism cf. D.R. Catchpole, 'The Problem of the Historicity of 
the Sanhedrin Trial', in E. Bammel, ed. The Trial of Jesus, SBT 2nd series, 13, 
London, S.C.M. Press, 47-65, esp. 51-4, with a critical evaluation of Brandon's 
arguments. 

5 2 Contrast Die Zeloten, 344 with 'Zeloten und Sikarier', 186 and n. 37. In the latter 
article ^ 187-9, Hengel has also defended his original opinion concerning the 
qannaim of rabbinic literature, maintaining that the term is a party designation in 
such texts as ARNa 6:8 and M. Sanh 9:6, against B. Sajomonsen, 'Some remarks 
on the Zealots with special regard to the term qannaim in rabbinic literature', 
NTS 12(1966) 164-76, who had claimed that the term could refer to private people 
acting on behalf of the community as early as the Hasmonaean period. Cf. also, 
M. Borg, 'The Currency of the term Zealot', JTS 22(1971) 504-12, esp. 508. 

53 Parables of Jesus, 452. O. Cullmann, 'Le douzieme apotre', RHPR 42(1962) 
133-40, has argued that Iscariot comes from the Latin sicarius, and that consequently 
the traitor Judas was also a member of the Zealots and to be identified with another 
Judas, designated Kananaios (sa for Jn 14:22) and zelotes (Vet. It. for Mt 10:3). 
However, this explanation of Iscariot is extremely doubtful according to B. 
Gartner, Iscariot, English trans, Facet Books 29, Philadelphia 1971, 5-7, following 
the linguistic arguments of C.C. Torrey, 'The Name Iscariot', HTR 36(1943) 51-62. 
There is no basis for Cullman's statement that as many as six members of the 
Twelve were Zealots, The State in the New Testament, New York, Charles Scribner, 
1957, 8f. 

5 4Jeremias, The Parables of Jesus, 119; Sherwin-White, Roman Society and Roman 
Law, 131. 

5 5 G. Bornkamm, Jesus of Nazareth, English trans., London 1960,66 and 201, n.4; 
Brandon, Jesus and the Zealots, 300f, n.5, cautiously; Catchpole, 'The Historicity 
of the Sanhedrin Trial', 54f, argues that the saying is either a critique of violence or 
an echo of the eschatological struggle of good and evil of the end-time, and so ir
relevant to Brandon's thesis; this is the position of O. Betz, 'Jesu heiliger Krieg', Nov. 
Test. 2(1957) 125-9; D. Daube, The New Testament and Rabbinic Judaism, London 
1957, 285-300, on the basis of rabbinic parallels, understands the saying about vio
lence to refer to misinterpretation of the law of divorce. 

5 6 J. Yoder, The Politics of Jesus, Grand Rapids, Eerdumans, 1972,72; R.C. Tanne-
hill, The Sword of his Mouth, Semeia Supplements 1, Philadelphia, Fortress Press, 
1975, 67-77; O.J.F. Seitz, 'Love Your Enemies', NTS 16(1969) 39-54; J.D. Crossan, 
'Jesus and Pacifism', in No Famine in the Land: Studies in Honor of John L. 
McKenzie, eds. J.W. Flanagan and A.W. Robinson, Missoula, Scholars' Press, 1975, 
195-208; Hengel Gewalt und Gewaltlosigkeit, 40-4. 
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5 7 M. Hengel, Eigentum und Reichtum, Stuttgart, 1973, esp. 31-8 andE. Bammel, 
art. irTuxte TDNT, VI, 888-915. 

5 8Brandon attempts to turn the response of Jesus into a zealot-style slogan by 
detaching it totally from its present context, Jesus and the Zealots, 347. However, 
the effort is very unconvincing; cf. Bornkamm, Jesus of Nazareth, 121f. 

5 9Hengel, 'Das Gleichnis von den Weingartnern', esp. 85. 
60Jesus and the Zealots, 42. 243f. 327. 
^Politics of Jesus, 62, n.53 
6 2 P. Winter, On the Trial of Jesus, Berlin, 1961, esp. 137-48. 
^Politics of Jesus, 58f; cf. 60, n. 53. 
"Historical Tradition, 233-47. 
6 5'Die Niedermetzelung', 44-8. 
^Historical Tradition, 215; R.E. Brown, The Gospel According to John, 2 vols. 

The Anchor Bible 29 and 29A, New York, Doubleday, 1966 and 68, 1, 235 and 249; 
T.F. Glasson, Moses in the Fourth Gospel, SBT 40, London S.C.M., 29. 

6 7 I . de la Potterie, 'Jesus Roi et Juge d'apres Jn 19:13', Biblica 41(1960) 217-47; 
W.A. Meeks, The Prophet-King, Moses Traditions and the Johannine Christology, 
Supplement to Nov.Test. XIV Leiden, Brill, 1967, 87-91, who notes that Jesus' flight 
is not a rejection of kingship but only the worldly aspects of it (apira^iv), and besides 
his hour had not yet come. 

6 8W.A. Meeks, 'Galilee and Judaea in the Fourth Gospel', JBL 85(1966) 159-69, 
esp. 166f. 

6 9Dodd, Historical Tradition, 221. 
^Historical Tradition, 112-15; 216f; 222. 
7 1'Revolt in the Desert', NTS 8(1961/2) 135-41. 
72Jesus and the Language of the Kingdom, 29f. 
"Below chs. 8, III and 9, III. 
7 4J. Gager, Kingdom and Community. The Social World of Early Christianity. 

Englewood Cliffs, N.J., Prentice-Hall, 1975, 29, citing P. Worsley, The Trumpet 
Shall Sound. A Study of 'Cargo Cults' in Melanesia, New York, Schoken Books, 
1968, xii. 

75Cf. my The Twelve: Disciples and Apostles. An Introduction to the Theology of 
the First Three Gospels, London, Sheed and Ward, 1968,23-48, where I argue that the 
Twelve had a symbolic connotation for Jesus' audience in terms of the tribes of 
Israel (cf. Mt 19:28; Lk 22:28-30). It is significant that such ideas seem to have played 
a more vital role at Qumran and in apocalyptic circles generally: e.g. lQM2:l-3; Test. 
Ben] 9:2; IV Ezra 13:39ff; Apoc of Baruch 62:5; 77:19;78:1. According to Jerome, 
in Is 9:1-2, the Hebrews who believed in Christ felt that the Galilean tribes of Zebulun 
and Naphtali, having been the first to have been taken into captivity, would be 
the first to be restored by seeing the light of Christ first. One might have expected 
that such ideas would have surfaced in pre-Christian Galilee also, or at least during 
the ministry of Jesus, but there is no trace in our sources of any such expectation. 
Instead we hear that Galilee will be laid desolate in the days of the coming of the 
Messiah, M. Sot 9:15. 

76Cf. above, ch. 3, n. 42. 
7 7 C. Roth, 'The Debate on the Loyal Sacrifices', HTR 53(1960) 93-7, attempts, not 

very successfully, to isolate evidence in the rabbinic tradition that would support 
Josephus' account of the deliberations. 

7 8 Thus Hengel, Die Zeloten, 303; O. Michel, 'Studien zu Josephus. Simon bar 
Giora', NTS 14(1967/8) 402-8, links him with the strong-man gibbor tradition in 
Judaism. G. Vermes, Scripture and Tradition in Judaism, Leiden. Brill, 1961, 56-60. 
claims that this tradition had messianic overtones. Cf. also Rhoads, Israel in Revolu
tion, 140-8. 

7 9 This is the central thesis of Die Zeloten, reiterated against his critics in 'Zeloten 
und Sikarier', 179. Kreissig's study ignores this aspect completely in order to stress 
the social aspects of the struggle. Cf. above, n. 8. 
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8 0 We can prescind from the question of whether or not the sicarii formed a separate 
group at this time and what their relationship to the Zealots was. Rhoads attempts 
to retain the name as a party designation for the war period only, and for those who 
eventually finished up at Masada, Israel in Revolution, 111-22; but has to admit that 
Josephus' usage would appear to indicate continuity between those of the same 
name in the reigns of Festus and Felix, War 2:254f; Ant 20:186; Ac 21:38. Smith is also 
prepared to admit their links with Josephus' Fourth Philosophy, but wishes to keep 
the term more general in the pre-war period, 'Zealots and Sicarii', 17f. Baumbach, 
'Zeloten und Sikarier', is definitely in error in associating them with Galilee. Hengel, 
Die Zeloten, 47-52, sees the special name arising because of the tactics which the 
Zealots adopted from a certain stage. However, he too is prepared to allow that it may 
have been used in a more general sense by the Roman authorities for all freedom 
fighters in the pre-war period. In 'Zeloten und Sikarier', 190-3, he notes that Jo
sephus' use of separate designations in the war period may be simply due to his 
desire to differentiate the different factions at that time. 

8 1It is to this combination of priestly and lay groups in the winter of 67 C.E. that 
Smith, 'Zealots and Sicarii' 15, and Rhoads, Israel in Revolution, 97-111, esp. 103, 
attribute the founding of the Zealot party. However, the fact that many lesser priests 
lived in the Judaean countryside may be an indication that links between the two 
had been forged long before that, even if Josephus does not make that clear. 

8 2 This social tension is referred to in rabbinic literature also. Cf. below, ch.7, II, (ii). 
8 S A. Biichler, Die Priester und der Cultus im letzten Jahrzehnt des jerusalemischen 

Tempels, 161 ff and 168ff estimates that of the priests of the second temple, one fifth 
lived in Jerusalem, one tenth in Jericho and the rest were scattered throughout the 
Judaean countryside. By contrast the evidence for Galilean priests is slight, except 
for Sepphoris. Cf. below, ch.7, II, (ii). 

8 4 In particular, Farmer, Maccabees, Zealots and Josephus. 
8 5 E. Hobsbawn, 'Peasants and Polities', JPS 1(1974) 3-23, esp. 12f. He notes that 

such factors as seasonal farming lead to passivity as a traditional peasant strategy. 
'But the times when Utopia can be conceived, let alone realized in terms of disman
tling the superstructure of rule and exploitation, are few'. 

86Cf. below, ch. 8, I, for the religious implications of this action. 
8 7 The repeated note of self-defense in Life concerning Josephus' lack of greed 

(63.80ff.298), suggests that there may be some real substance to the charge, which 
would not be very unusual for a Jerusalem priestly aristocrat, dealing with country-
people. 

8 8 S. W. Mintz, 'Rural Proletariat and the Problem of Rural Proletarian Conscious
ness', JPS 1(1974) 291-325, esp. 305. 

8 9Above ch. 3, n.40. 
9 0 The authenticity of this report seems assured by the fact that it appears also in 

the official Commentary of Vespasian, Life 342f, as Schalit notes, 'Josephus und 
Justus', 69f, n. 8, but who, however, surmises that the attack was instigated by 
Josephus and carried through by Justus. It seems better to regard it as part of the 
general series of attacks and counterattacks of Jews and Gentiles in 66, as Luther, 
Josephus und Justus von Tiberias, notes. Cf. War 2:459, where Hippos and Gadara 
are both mentioned in the list of places attacked by the Jews, but without any men
tion of Justus. 

9 1Freyne, 'The Galileans', n.9. 
9 2For an older view of Justus' zealotism cf. A. Baerwald, Josephus in Galilaa. Sein 

Verhdltnis zu den Parteien, inbesondere zu Justus von Tiberias, Breslau, 1877, esp. 
17-26. Schalit, 'Josephus und Justus', 68f, rightly attributes the animosity between 
the two to personal reasons, rather than to the zealotism of Justus. This personal reason 
is at least partly explicable in terms of tensions between Jerusalemites and inde
pendent-minded provincials. 

9 3 John is the enemy of Josephus in Life also, yet he is never called a X^o-nys, 
brigand, in striking contrast with War, esp. 2:585-94. Cf. Rhoads, Israel in Revolu
tion, 123f. 

http://63.80ff.298
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9 4 This is not at all unlikely since we hear of Niger the Peraean, the existing gov
ernor (TQ hkapxovri T&rt) of Idumaea, being suborned to act under Jesus son of Sap-
phas and Eleazar, son of NeuS (or probably Ananias), on behalf of the revolutionary 
government (War 2:566). 

9 5Hengel, Die Zeloten, 381; H.P. Kingdon, 'Who were the Zealots and their Leaders 
in A.D. 66?', NTS 17(1970) 68-72. Rhoads, Israel in Revolution, 128f and Cohen, 
Josephus in Galilee, 390, suspect John's pacifism, as part of the apologetic oiLife, 
used to illustrate the theme of avayicn. 

9 6 Note the stress on Josephus' honesty and his inability to put a check to John, 
despite his own offical status, both apologetic themes of Life. 

9 7 These connections have led Hengel to suggest that he may have been a member 
of the Pharisaic party himself, Die Zeloten, 381. C. Roth, 'The Pharisees and the 
Jewish Revolution of 66-73', JSS 7(1962) 63-80, esp. 69, has come to similar 
conclusions. 

9 8John's followers are called the <rvvrayna TG>V YakCkaUav by Josephus, War 4:558, 
and are said to have excelled all others in their audacity and ingenuity, having 
promoted John to power. F. Loftus, 'A Note on awrayna rS>v YakCkaUav B.J. iv, 558', 
JQR 65(1975) 182-3, has argued that 'the Galileans' in this phrase does not refer to 
refugees from the province, but has rather the non-geographical connotation of 
'rebel', which S. Zeitlin has also recently proposed for the designation 'Galilean' 
in Life, 'Who were the Galileans?', esp. 193.195.202. The cumulative result of 
Loftus' arguments is that even though not many Galileans were in the company of 
John in Jerusalem, the name became attached to his supporters because John him
self was thought to be a Galilean. We can concur that the number of John's follow
ers from Galilee was not very great, even though the 2,000 Tiberians of Life 354 may 
be included in the group, but the non-geographical use of the name Galilean is a 
priori unlikely and does not correspond to the data of Life. Cf. my critique of Zeit-
lin's position in 'The Galileans in the Light of Josephus' Vita. 

"Laqueur's study, Der judische Historiker, arguing that Josephus used a report 
he had sent to the Jerusalem authorities at the time of the delegation (Rechenschafts-
bericht), as a source for Life, has given impetus to this view. Cf. Zeitlin, 'A Survey 
of Jewish Historiography' esp. 37-68, and Rhoads, Israel in Revolution, 129f. 

1 0 0 This is one of the central points of Cohen's thesis, Josephus in Galilee, 195f. 
350-5. 

mLife 1-7. His Hasmonaean ancestry is not claimed in War 1:3, where only his 
priestly background is mentioned, but it occurs at Ant 16:187. Cohen, Josephus in 
Galilee, 208, n.33, considers it bogus in view of the pro-Hasmonaean and anti-
Herodian traits of Ant. 

^Josephus in Galilee, 333. 
1 0 SSchalit, 'Josephus und Justus', 92; Drexler, 'Untersuchung zu Josephus' 296f; 

Zeitlin, 'Who were the Galileans?'; Freyne, 'The Galileans'. 
1 0 4Cohen's understanding of this episode, Josephus in Galilee, 373ff, seems rather 

contrived: Josephus persuaded the peasantry to provide him with funds to hire the 
bandits as mercenaries. He is never accused of this however, and the brigands can 
support Sepphoris against him, Life 104-10. Cohen argues that such passages as 
Life 244; War 2:581, where Josephus counsels moderation to his troops, show that 
they were previously accustomed to pillage. However, the language probably reflects 
a usual topos of generals addressing their armies, as the parallel with Lk 3:14, noted 
by Cohen, suggests, even if the line between brigands and mercenaries in the ancient 
world was rather thin. The incident in question took place in Upper Galilee, where 
Josephus never seems to have had any real authority, and thus John rather than 
Josephus was likely to have had greater influence with them, and in fact we hear of 
brigands in the area of Gischala later, War 4:84. Besides it is questionable if War 2:584 
can be seen as a modification of Life 111, since the former explicitly excludes the 
mercenaries (vkiiv r&v nia$o<l>6po>v) from the support of the village people. 

1 0 5Above, ch. 3, n.65. 
mJud. und Hell. 558. 
1 0 7Hobsbawn, 'Peasants and Polities', 15. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 
T H E G A L I L E A N S A N D T H E T E M P L E . 

T h u s far w e have a t t e m p t e d to separa te the social a n d cu l t u r a l 
aspects of life i n Gal i l ee f rom the dis t inct ively re l ig ious ones , 
n o t however because w e cons ider t ha t these a re areas of life 

d ivo rced f rom e a c h o t h e r . T h a t is n o t t r u e of a n y socie ty , leas t of 
a l l a J e w i s h o n e , w h e r e r e l i g o u s c o n v i c t i o n is t h e very f o u n d a t i o n 
of n a t i o n a l i den t i t y . O u r p u r p o s e h a s b e e n to i so l a t e t h e v a r i o u s 
s t r a n d s of life - p o l i t i c a l , c u l t u r a l , soc ia l , r e l i g i o u s - i n o r d e r t o 
see m o r e c lear ly t he i r i n t e r a c t i o n a n d m u t u a l s u p p o r t . I t is 
gene ra l l y r e c o g n i z e d by a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s a n d s o c i o l o g i s t s a l i k e 
t h a t r e l i g i o n , w h e n v i e w e d s i m p l y as a soc ia l p h e n o m e n o n , c a n 
h a v e a p o w e r f u l i n t e g r a t i n g i n f l u e n c e , i n so fa r as i t i n t e r p r e t s t h e 
w h o l e of life i n a p a r t i c u l a r socie ty as a r e f l ec t ion of, a n d i n 
a g r e e m e n t w i t h t he u l t i m a t e v i s i o n of t h i n g s w h i c h t h e r e l i g i o n 
in q u e s t i o n e s p o u s e s . A l t e rna t i ve ly , i t c a n f u n c t i o n as a n a g e n t for 
socia l c h a n g e w h e n i t offers a n o t h e r w o r l d - v i e w c o n f l i c t i n g w i t h , 
o r d i a m e t r i c a l l y o p p o s e d to t h e a c c e p t e d o n e i n t h a t socie ty . T h i s 
does n o t m e a n h o w e v e r t h a t r e l i g i o n , even i n a n c i e n t soc ie t ies , is 
t he m o r e d o m i n a n t i n f l u e n c e to w h i c h soc ia l a n d c u l t u r a l 
p a t t e r n s a re s e c o n d a r y a n d s u b s e r v i e n t . R a t h e r , t h e i n t e r a c t i o n 
of w o r l d v iew ( r e l i g i o n ) a n d e t h o s (l ife-style, c u l t u r a l p a t t e r n s ) 
m u s t be seen as o n e of e x c h a n g e a n d s u p p o r t , r a t h e r t h a n 
d o m i n a n c e a n d subse rv i ence , as t h e a n t h r o p o l o g i s t C l i f fo rd 
Geer tz h a s ins i s ted . R e l i g i o n m a k e s t h e e t h o s i n t e l l e c t u a l l y 
r e spec tab le a n d t h e e t h o s m a k e s t h e r e l i g i o n e m o t i o n a l l y sa t i s 
fying. I n o t h e r w o r d s r e l i g i o n is b o t h t h e m o d e l of a n d t h e m o d e l 
for socia l o rde r , a t o n c e re f l ec t ing t h e e x i s t i n g o r d e r a n d s h a p i n g 
it to t he ' rea l ly rear w o r l d to w h i c h its o w n s y m b o l i c sys t em 
refers . 1 

I n t h e l i g h t of these c o n s i d e r a t i o n s th i s f ina l s ec t ion of o u r 
s tudy o n the r e l i g i o n of G a l i l e e c a n serve b o t h as a c o n c l u s i o n 
d r a w n f rom o u r p r e v i o u s d i s c u s s i o n s a n d a test of t h e i r ove ra l l 
s o u n d n e s s . W e h a v e a r g u e d t h a t t h e p r e v a i l i n g e t h o s w a s p e a s a n t 
a n d J e w i s h d e s p i t e t h e fact t h a t v a r i o u s a spec t s of h e l l e n i s m h a d 
cast the i r s h a d o w the re f rom t h e very s ta r t . T h e c o n s e r v a t i v e a n d 
re la t ive ly i so la t ed c h a r a c t e r of p e a s a n t life s e e m e d to w a r r a n t 

259 
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t h a t c o n c l u s i o n , b u t a c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h e r e l i g i o u s a f f i l ia t ion 
of t h e G a l i l e a n s c o u l d af f i rm o r c h a l l e n g e its co r rec tness . W h e r e 
w e r e t h e b a s i c r e l i g i o u s loya l t i e s of t h e G a l i l e a n p e a s a n t located? 
H o w d i d t h e s y m b o l - s y s t e m of t h o s e r e l i g i o u s loya l t i e s s u p p o r t 
a n d a f f i rm t h e everyday life t h a t h a d to be l ived a t t h e lowes t level 
of t h e soc ia l l adder? As a g e n t s for soc ia l c h a n g e e m e r g e d i n t h e 
p r o v i n c e - t h e c i t ies , t h e H e r o d i a n a r i s toc racy e.g. - a re the re 
i n c r e a s i n g s i g n s of d i s sa t i s f ac t ion w i t h t h e a c c e p t e d s y m b o l 
sys tem, o r w a s t h i s so d e e p l y r o o t e d i n t h e s t r u c t u r e s of t h e society 
t h a t c o n f o r m i t y to i t p r eva i l ed? H o w effectively w a s t h e J e w i s h 
r e l i g i o n , t h r o u g h i ts s y m b o l a n d belief sys tems , a b l e to e x p l a i n 
t h e a n o m a l i e s of life i n t h e p r o v i n c e a n d c o n t i n u e to a p p e a l to t he 
e m o t i o n s of t h e G a l i l e a n s ? T h e s e a r e t h e q u e s t i o n s w h i c h w e 
h o p e to a d d r e s s i n t h i s a n d s u b s e q u e n t c h a p t e r s . By a n a l y z i n g the 
a v a i l a b l e d a t a i n t h e l i g h t of these a n d s i m i l a r q u e s t i o n s it is to 
b e h o p e d t h a t t h e d i s t i n c t i v e q u a l i t y of G a l i l e a n r e l i g i o u s 
loyalt ies m a y s t and o u t m o r e clearly. Ce r t a in ques t i ons p e r t a i n i n g 
to J u d a i s m , P a g a n i s m a n d C h r i s t i a n i t y i n t h e p r o v i n c e m a y be 
add res sed w i t h m o r e con f idence t h a n he re to fo re , g iven t h e m a n y 
g a p s i n o u r k n o w l e d g e of t h e s i t u a t i o n the re . Soc ia l a n d a n t h r o 
p o l o g i c a l t h e o r y c a n never t ake t h e p l a c e of a c c u r a t e i n f o r m a t i o n 
i n m a k i n g h i s t o r i c a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s , b u t they c a n i l l u m i n a t e the 
h i s t o r i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n a v a i l a b l e i n a w a y t h a t a m e r e e n u m e r a t i o n 
of realia c a n neve r h o p e to a c c o m p l i s h . 

I n t h i s c h a p t e r o u r focus is t h e t e m p l e , t h e p r i m a r y r e l i g i o u s 
s y m b o l of J u d a i s m as w e l l as t he r e l a t e d r i t u a l s of t i thes , pr ies t 
h o o d , sacrif ices a n d p i l g r i m a g e s . T h e fact t h a t t h i s s y m b o l 
sys t em w a s a s t o r m - c e n t e r w i t h i n J u d a i s m d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d in 
q u e s t i o n , m a k e s o u r s t udy a l l t h e m o r e s i g n i f i c a n t as a s t a r t i n g 
p o i n t . L o y a l t i e s r a n g e d f rom those w h o w e r e i n favor of r e p l a c i n g 
Y a h w e h w o r s h i p the re , t h e he l l en ize r s of 175-163 B.C.E. , to those 
w h o felt they c o u l d n o l o n g e r ident i fy w i t h t h e res to red c u l t after 
163 B .C .E . b e c a u s e i t w a s n o t suff ic ient ly t r a d i t i o n a l , t he Essenes . 
Severa l i n t e r m e d i a t e p o s i t i o n s e m e r g e w i t h i n t h e to ta l p e r i o d , as 
w e sha l l see, n o t t h e least i n t e r e s t i n g b e i n g t h a t of S t e p h e n , the 
first C h r i s t i a n m a r t y r w h o c h a l l e n g e s t h e idea t h a t G o d lives in 
t emples m a d e w i t h h a n d s (Ac 7:48-50). A c o n s i d e r a t i o n of G a l i l e a n 
a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d s th i s p r i m a r y s y m b o l of J u d a i s m , s h o u l d p r o v e 
p a r t i c u l a r l y h e l p f u l for o u r overa l l c o n c l u s i o n s , therefore . 
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I 
P A G A N W O R S H I P I N G A L I L E E — N E W 

S Y M B O L S F O R O L D ? 

A n y c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h e r e l i g i o n of G a l i l e e , even for G r e c o -
R o m a n t imes , m u s t se r ious ly t ake i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n , t h e p o s s i 
b i l i ty of t h e o l d C a n a a n i t e B a a l w o r s h i p p e r s i s t i n g t h e r e s ide by 
s ide w i t h t he Y a h w e h w o r s h i p t h r o u g h o u t t h e c e n t u r i e s . T h e 
a t t empted reforms of Hezek iah a n d later J o s i a h , m a k e it clear t ha t a 
syncre t i s t ic fus ion of t h e t w o de i t ies w a s a c o n s t a n t d a n g e r i n 
J u d a e a a t t h e loca l Y a h w e h s a n c t u a r i e s . T h i s m u s t h a v e b e e n even 
m o r e t rue , of t h e m o r e r e m o t e n o r t h e r n k i n g d o m , w h e r e B a a l 
w o r s h i p h a d a t o n e s t age b e e n pos i t i ve ly fos tered by t h e r u l i n g 
h o u s e (1 Kgs 18:18), a n d s u b s e q u e n t w a r n i n g s of t h e p r o p h e t s as 
we l l as the c o m m e n t s of t he D e u t e r o n o m i c r e d a c t o r of t h e b o o k s 
of K i n g s m a k e c lear t h a t t h e a t t r a c t i o n of t h e bambth o r h i g h 
p laces r e m a i n e d a c o n s t a n t t h r e a t t h e r e . 2 A t t h e s a m e t i m e t h e fall 
of S a m a r i a i n 721 B .C .E . d i d n o t m e a n a n y c o n s c i o u s effort o n t h e 
p a r t of t h e Assy r i ans to e r a d i c a t e Y a h w e h w o r s h i p i n t h e n o r t h , 
for as w e h a v e seen, o n l y t h e a r i s toc racy w a s r e p l a c e d . 3 Bes ides , 
t he t r a d i t i o n c o n c e r n i n g t h e p r i e s t of Be the l (2 Kgs 17:27-29) w h o 
r e t u r n e d to i n s t r u c t t h e n e w a r r i va l s i n t h e Y a h w e h r e l i g i o n is a 
def in i te i n d i c a t i o n t h a t t h e Assy r i ans r e spec t ed t h e r e l i g i o n of 
the p e o p l e they h a d recen t ly c o n q u e r e d , a n d s a w its v a l u e i n 
p o l i t i c a l t e r m s w i t h i n t h e n e w l y - a c q u i r e d p r o v i n c e . 

Aga ins t th is b a c k g r o u n d of the persis tence of C a n a a n i t e ' n a t u r e ' 
r e l i g i o n , even i n J u d a e a , i t w o u l d be u n r e a l i s t i c t o e x p e c t a 'pure* 
Y a h w i s m i n G a l i l e e , s ee ing t h a t i t w a s m u c h m o r e r e m o t e f rom 
the Y a h w e h c u l t cen te r , a n d Y a h w i s m h a d neve r been fostered 
the re by the i n s t i t u t i o n s of t h e s ta te to t h e e x t e n t t h a t i t h a d b e e n 
in t h e s o u t h . P e a s a n t p e o p l e h a v e a c a p a c i t y for c o m b i n i n g i n o n e 
accep tab le r e l i g i o u s syn thes i s ideas w h i c h t h e r e l i g i o u s t heo r i s t 
r ega rds as i n c o m p a t i b l e . 4 D u r i n g t h e B a b y l o n i a n cap t i v i t y , w h e n 
the J e r u s a l e m t e m p l e w a s i n r u i n s , r e l i g i o u s a f f i l i a t ions i n t h e 
n o r t h , n o m a t t e r h o w J e r u s a l e m a n d Y a h w e h - c o n s c i o u s they h a d 
b e c o m e as a r e su l t of J o s i a h ' s r e f o r m a t t e m p t s , h a d n o a l t e r n a t i v e 
b u t to t u r n to loca l s a n c t u a r i e s a n d c u l t cen te r s i n o r d e r to exp res s 
the i r belief i n t h e p o w e r s t h a t d e t e r m i n e d life a n d d e a t h . W h a t is 
p a r t i c u l a r l y s t r i k i n g i n t h e l i g h t of these c i r c u m s t a n c e s is t h a t 
w h e n t h e sources a g a i n m e n t i o n t h e n o r t h , a t t a c h m e n t , even 
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spec ia l d e v o t i o n to t h e J e r u s a l e m t e m p l e a n d its c u l t sys tem, is 
p r e s u m e d . 5 I t m a y we l l be t h a t t h e fall of S a m a r i a i n 721 B.C.E . 
h a d a m o r e p o s i t i v e t h a n n e g a t i v e effect o n t h e Y a h w e h r e l i g i o n 
in t h e n o r t h , if o n l y b e c a u s e it n o w ca l l ed for a def in i te s t ance 
f rom its a d h e r e n t s , i n d e p e n d e n t l y of t h e i n s t i t u t i o n s of the s ta te . 
F u r t h e r l i n k s w i t h J e r u s a l e m m a y a l s o h a v e been forged if t he 
theory of the n o r t h e r n p r o v e n a n c e of D e u t e r o n o m y is m a i n t a i n e d , 
a n d t h e pos s ib i l i t y of e m i g r a t i o n to t h e n o r t h f rom J u d a e a c a n n o t 
be e x c l u d e d for t h e t i m e of t h e B a b y l o n i a n c r i s i s . 6 W h a t e v e r the 
causes , a n d they a re n o d o u b t c o m p l e x , i t w o u l d seem t h a t the re is 
every g o o d r e a s o n to p o s t u l a t e t he c o n t i n u a n c e of b o t h Y a h w e h 
a n d C a n a a n i t e n a t u r e r e l i g i o n s i n t h e n o r t h t h r o u g h o u t a l l t h e 
p r e c e d i n g c e n t u r i e s - a co -ex i s t ence t h a t w i t h i n t h e f r a m e w o r k of 
e x t e r n a l i n f l u e n c e s of v a r i o u s k i n d s seems to h a v e a v o i d e d the 
m o r e crass f o r m s of r e l i g i o u s sync re t i sm . 

O n e p o s i t i v e r e a s o n for t h i s a s se r t i on is t h e fact t h a t i n he l l en -
is t ic t imes , b o t h c a n be f o u n d , s ide by s ide , even t h o u g h the 
C a n a a n i t e n a t u r e r e l i g i o n n o w r e a p p e a r s i n he l l en i s t i c d ress . 7 

T h i s c a n o n l y m e a n t h a t i n t h e i n t e r v e n i n g c e n t u r i e s w h e n o u r 
sources a r e s i l en t a s i m i l a r s ta te of affairs a l s o o b t a i n e d , even if 
w e c a n n o l o n g e r d o c u m e n t i t i n de ta i l . S ince o u r c o n c e r n is w i t h 
r e l i g i o u s a f f i l i a t ion i n G a l i l e e for G r e c o - R o m a n t i m e s w e m u s t 
e x a m i n e t h e ev idence for th i s p e r i o d closely, to see if a n y n e w 
factors h a v e i n t e r v e n e d . I n p a r t i c u l a r , a t t i t u d e s a m o n g the J e w i s h 
p o p u l a t i o n m u s t be sc ru t in ized , s ince f a r - r e a c h i n g c h a n g e s were 
t a k i n g p l a c e a t t h e cen te r i n J e r u s a l e m even w i t h r e g a r d to the 
cu l t . If t h e p r e v a i l i n g e t h o s of G a l i l e a n J u d a i s m w a s he l l en i s t i c 
a n d syncre t i s t i c , su re ly it w a s f rom G a l i l e e t h a t o n e m i g h t expec t 
t h e i m p e t u s for c h a n g e i n t h e J e w i s h r e l i g i o n , o r a t least ac t ive 
s u p p o r t a n d p r o p a g a t i o n , o n c e th i s h a d b e e n f o r m u l a t e d by the 
a r i s t oc r a t i c i n t e l l i g e n t s i a . 

(i) The Reform Attempt in Jerusalem. 

R e c e n t s t ud i e s i n t h e b a c k g r o u n d of t h e r e l i g i o u s r e f o r m of 
A n t i o c h u s IV, E p i p h a n e s , i n 167 B .C .E . r e p o r t e d i n s u c h a n 
a b b r e v i a t e d w a y i n 1 Mace 1:44-50, stress t h e fact t h a t t h e i m p e t u s 
for t h e r e f o r m c a m e n o t f rom t h e Se l euc id k i n g , b u t f rom t h e 
hel lenized ar is tocra t ic pa r ty w i t h i n J u d a i s m , - ' the lawless m e n . . . 
w h o h a d m a d e a c o v e n a n t w i t h t h e G e n t i l e s ' (1 Mace 1:1 I f . ) . 8 I n 
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p a r t i c u l a r H e n g e l ' s p e n e t r a t i n g a n a l y s i s of t h e i m m e d i a t e back
g r o u n d stresses t he fact t h a t t h e r e f o r m p a r t y , c e n t e r e d o n t h e 
T o b i a d fami ly , b e g a n t h e i r m a c h i n a t i o n s by a t t e m p t i n g to d i s 
m a n t l e t he J e w i s h t h e o c r a t i c s t a te a n d e s t a b l i s h J e r u s a l e m as a 
polis, A n t i o c h i n J e r u s a l e m , t he reby c u r t a i l i n g w h a t w a s i n the i r 
v iew, t h e repress ive c o n t r o l of J e w i s h affairs by t h e p r i e s t ly 
a r i s toc ra t i c , O n i a d f ami ly (2 Mace 4 :7-17) . 9 T h i s c o n t r o l w a s 
c lear ly r e g a r d e d as soc ia l ly a n d e c o n o m i c a l l y c o u n t e r - p r o d u c t i v e : 
' s ince w e s e p a r a t e d ou r se lves f rom t h e m ( the G e n t i l e s ) m a n y evi ls 
h a v e c o m e u p o n us* (1 Mace 1:11). A t first t hey w e r e c o n t e n t t o 
s u p p l a n t t he conse rva t i ve O n i a s IV w i t h h i s b r o t h e r J a s o n , b u t 
e v e n t u a l l y h e h a d to m a k e w a y for M e n e l a u s , w h o a c t u a l l y 
p u r c h a s e d t h e office f rom A n t i o c h u s IV w i t h a n offer of g r ea t e r 
r e v e n u e t h a n J a s o n w a s p r e p a r e d to p a y (2 Mace 4:23-27). W i t h 
this m o v e the he l l en iz ing pa r ty w a s at o n c e sp l i t a n d the s u p p o r t e r s 
of M e n e l a u s h a d effectively s h o w n the i r d i s r e g a r d for J e w i s h 
r e l i g i o u s t r a d i t i o n by a c c e p t i n g as h i g h p r i e s t s o m e b o d y o t h e r 
t h a n a n O n i a d . I n o r d e r t o m a i n t a i n c o n t r o l of t h e s i t u a t i o n , 
they were n o w ready to reject t h e d i s t inc t ive ly J e w i s h w a y of life 
r ep re sen t ed by o b s e r v a n c e of t h e J e w i s h t o r a h a n d t h e J e r u s a l e m 
cu l t , a n d in th i s they h a d t h e ac t ive s u p p o r t of t h e k i n g w h o 
ac tua l ly i s sued a decree o u t l a w i n g t h e p r a c t i c e of t h e J e w i s h 
r e l i g ion , pos s ib ly i n c o n f o r m i t y w i t h a g e n e r a l decree t h a t ' t h e 
w h o l e k i n g d o m s h o u l d be o n e p e o p l e ' , a n d there fore , w o r s h i p t h e 
o n e g o d . 1 0 W h a t is s i g n i f i c a n t i n a l l t h i s is t h e fact t h a t soc ia l a n d 
e c o n o m i c possibi l i t ies , w h i c h were seen by th is ex t r eme pa r ty to be 
the advan tages of he l l en i sm, h a d ac tua l ly led to a reject ion of the 
J e w i s h r e l i g i o n a n d its r e p l a c e m e n t w i t h a n o t h e r c u l t t h a t s e e m e d 
m o r e i n t u n e w i t h t h e o n e w o r l d , o n e c u l t u r e v i ew of b o t h 
A n t i o c h u s a n d the M e n e l a u s fac t ion . 

T h e fo rm of th i s n e w w o r s h i p is p a r t i c u l a r l y i m p o r t a n t for 
o u r p u r p o s e s , s ince it offers a c l u e to w h a t w e m i g h t e x p e c t i n 
Ga l i l e e a l so , s h o u l d s u c h d e v e l o p m e n t s h a v e f o u n d a n e c h o the re . 
T h e t e m p l e a t J e r u s a l e m w a s to be t u r n e d i n t o a s h r i n e of Zeus 
O l y m p i u s , a n d its w h o l e s y m b o l i c c h a r a c t e r c h a n g e d by t u r n i n g 
the s a n c t u a r y i n t o a sacred g r o v e a n d e r e c t i n g a massebah o r 
sacred s t o n e over t h e a l t a r of i n c e n s e (2 Mace 6:2). 

T h u s the Y a h w e h w o r s h i p r e g u l a t e d by P e n t a t e u c h a l l a w w a s 
r ep l aced by a n o l d e r f o r m s i m i l a r to t h a t w h i c h h a d a c t u a l l y b e e n 
o u t l a w e d by D e u t e r o n o m y (Dt 16:2If), b u t w a s n o w r e i n t r o d u c e d 
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in a Greek gu i se as the w o r s h i p of Zeus, w h o acco rd ing to p r imi t ive 
G r e e k c u s t o m w a s a l s o w o r s h i p p e d w i t h o u t a t e m p l e o n a h i g h 
m o u n t a i n . 1 1 T h i s e x p l a i n s w h y t h e n e w c u l t c o u l d be p rac t i ced i n 
' t h e ci t ies of J u d a h ' (1Mace 1:44-51) a l so , a n d w h y t h e d i s t inc t ive 
J e w i s h way of life w h i c h the to rah represented h a d to be eradicated. 
T h e spec ia l r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n Israel a n d Y a h w e h o n w h i c h 
t h a t w a y of life w a s based w a s to be a b o l i s h e d for a m o r e u n i v e r s a l 
a n d n a t u r a l r e l i g i o n w h i c h c o u l d s u p p o r t t h e 'cosmic* a s p i r a t i o n s 
of t h e he l l en ize r s . I n the i r des i re t o c o n t r o l t h e J e w i s h p e o p l e , 
they h a d to c o n t r o l t he i r s y m b o l sys tem a n d so they h a d been 
d r i v e n to a b a n d o n to ta l ly t h e accep t ed sys tem, r e p l a c i n g it w i t h 
a n a l i e n o n e , so deep ly w e r e c u l t u r e a n d r e l i g i o n i n t e r w o v e n i n 
t h e d i s t i nc t i ve J e w i s h w a y of life. C o n t r o l of t h e sources of p o w e r 
m e a n t c o n t r o l of t h e s y m b o l sys tem o n w h i c h t h e society w a s 
based , a n d for t he i r v i s i o n of J e w i s h society to b e c o m e a rea l i ty a 
r e l i g i o u s i d e o l o g y o n w h i c h a n e w o p e n society c o u l d be based 
h a d t o be i m p l e m e n t e d . 

O n e of t h e effects of t h e e m e r g e n c e of t h e P e r s i a n a n d G r e e k 
w o r l d e m p i r e s w a s t h e m o v e t o w a r d s a syncre t i s t i c m o n o t h e i s m i n 
w h i c h v a r i o u s loca l g o d s , G r e e k a n d O r i e n t a l a l ike , we re seen as 
d i f ferent e x p r e s s i o n s of t h e o n e s u p r e m e b e i n g w h o g u i d e d the 
u n i v e r s e . 1 2 I n P a l e s t i n e th i s t r e n d h a d b e e n p a r t i c u l a r l y a p p a r e n t 
i n t h e P h o e n i c i a n ci ty s ta tes w h e r e t he t r a d i t i o n a l Ba ' a l S h a m e m , 
' L o r d of H e a v e n s ' , h a d i n the hel lenis t ic p e r i o d taken o n universa l 
t ra i t s a n d a t t h e s a m e t i m e c o u l d b e i den t i f i ed w i t h Zeus fxeyLaros 
Kepavvios, t h e g o d of t h u n d e r . H e t h u s p r e se rved s o m e of h i s ea r l i e r 
cha rac t e r i s t i c s as t h e g o d of r a i n a n d v e g e t a t i o n w i t h t h e n e w l y -
a c q u i r e d u n i v e r s a l fea tures exp re s sed i n t h e t i t le ' E t e r n a l L o r d ' . 1 3 

T h i s g o d h a d b e e n w o r s h i p p e d a t T y r e s ince t h e t i m e of H i r a m , 
S o l o m o n ' s f a t h e r - i n - l a w , i n t h e 9 t h c e n t u r y a n d poss ib ly even 
ea r l i e r . A n d o n e of t h e m o s t r ecen t ly d i s cove red i n s c r i p t i o n s of a 
d e d i c a t i o n of a t e m p l e d o o r t o t h e g o d is f rom U m m e l - ' A m m e d , 
be tween T y r e a n d Acco, da ted as late as 132 B . C . E . 1 4 T h e l i n k i n g of 
t h i s de i ty w i t h Y a h w e h o n t h e o n e h a n d a n d Zeus o n t h e o t h e r w a s 
fac i l i t a ted by t h e a p p e l l a t i o n ityaoros, ' M o s t H i g h O n e ' . T h i s 
d e s i g n a t i o n w a s a t o n c e a n o l d o n e for Y a h w e h , E l E l y o n , t h a t 
r e a p p e a r e d i n t h e ear ly h e l l e n i s t i c p e r i o d w i t h t h e inc reased 
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reverence for t h e n a m e s of Y a h w e h , a n d i t a l s o de sc r ibed c u r r e n t 
beliefs i n Ba ' a l S h a m e m / Z e u s as t h e s u p r e m e L o r d of t h e i r r espec
tive p a n t h e o n s . 1 5 S i g n i f i c a n t l y t h e J e r u s a l e m he l l en i ze r s h a d 
specia l l i n k s w i t h T y r e , even to t h e p o i n t of s e n d i n g a n e m b a s s y t o 
the O l y m p i c g a m e s the re , w h i l e J a s o n w a s s t i l l h i g h p r i e s t , t h a t is 
i n t h e ea r l i e r years of t h e r e f o r m . I t is i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t o n t h a t 
o c c a s i o n t h e J e w i s h h i g h p r i e s t h a d n o s c r u p l e s a b o u t o f fe r ing 
sacrifice t o H e r a c l e s , w h o t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e c o n s o r t As t a r t e w a s 
r e g a r d e d as o n e of t h e f ami ly t r i ad w o r s h i p p e d t h e r e . 1 6 Yet t h e 
J e w s w h o b r o u g h t t h e m o n e y for sacrif ice e v e n t u a l l y b a u l k e d a n d 
used i t for o t h e r p u r p o s e s (2 Mace 4:18-20). H o w e v e r , u n d e r 
M e n e l a u s , n o s u c h s c r u p l e is a p p a r e n t a t J e r u s a l e m , a n d n o d o u b t 
w i t h t h e s u p p o r t of t h e S y r i a n g a r r i s o n t h a t h a d b e e n i n s t a l l e d 
there , t h e e x t r e m e e l e m e n t felt free t o o p e n l y p e r s e c u t e t h o s e w h o 
refused to obey t h e n e w r e f o r m s . T y r e ' s c o m m e r c i a l success a n d 
p r o s p e r i t y w o u l d h a v e m a d e the i r g o d e x t r e m e l y p o p u l a r w i t h t h e 
J e w i s h h e l l e n i s t i c p a r t y a n d i ts a i m s , a n d s o m e of t h e r e s i d e n t s of 
A n t i o c h i n J e r u s a l e m m a y h a v e been f rom t h e P h o e n i c i a n coas t 
t o w n s j u s t as w e f ind P h o e n i c i a n s a t M a r i s a a n d S h e c h e m . 1 7 

T h e g o d D i o n y s u s a l s o seems t o h a v e b e e n w o r s h i p p e d a t J e r u 
sa l em, for w e h e a r t h a t t h e J e w s w e r e c o m p e l l e d t o w a l k i n p r o 
cess ions w e a r i n g w r e a t h s of ivy, t h e s y m b o l of t h e g o d , o n h i s 
feast day (2 Mace 6:7). H e n g e l is su re ly r i g h t i n s u g g e s t i n g t h a t 
th i s is n o t so m u c h a s i g n of p o l y t h e i s m as t h e w o r s h i p of t h e 
m o s t h i g h g o d u n d e r a d i f ferent f o r m . 1 8 As w e s h a l l see p r e s e n t l y , 
D i o n y s u s w a s p a r t i c u l a r l y v e n e r a t e d a t S c y t h o p o l i s , b u t t h e r e is 
p len ty of evidence of h i m o n the co ins of T y r e a lso . T h e N a b a t a e a n s 
a l so w o r s h i p p e d h i m as t he graec ized f o r m of t h e i r s u p r e m e g o d , 
D u s h a r a . 1 9 Besides, l e g e n d w a s c u r r e n t i n a n t i q u i t y t h a t t h e 
J e w i s h g o d w a s rea l ly D i o n y s u s , a n d P l u t a r c h descr ibes i n de t a i l 
h o w the feast of T a b e r n a c l e s w a s rea l ly a feast i n h o n o r of t h e 
G r e e k g o d . 2 0 I t is d i f f icul t t o p i n d o w n t h e o r i g i n of t h i s assoc ia 
t ion , even t h o u g h S c y t h o p o l i s seems t h e m o s t l ike ly p l a c e for i t t o 
h a v e e m e r g e d , a n d t h e fact t h a t i n s c r i p t i o n s to Zeus 'AfcpaTos a n d 
Zeus B a c c h u s h a v e a l s o b e e n f o u n d the re , w o u l d h a v e m a d e t h e 
t r ip l e i den t i f i ca t i on , Zeus , D i o n y s u s , Y a h w e h , q u i t e f eas ib l e . 2 1 

T h u s the D i o n y s i a c w o r s h i p i n J e r u s a l e m c o u l d h a v e b e e n a n 
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a t t e m p t t o r e p l a c e a Y a h w e h festival w i t h a s u i t a b l e G r e e k o n e 
r a t h e r t h a n t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n of a s e c o n d g o d s ide by s ide w i t h Zeus 
O l y m p i u s . 

(ii) The Impact of the Reform in Galilee. 

W e h a v e a l r e a d y i n t i m a t e d t h a t i t w a s i n G a l i l e e t h a t s u c h 
d e v e l o p m e n t m i g h t h a v e b e e n e x p e c t e d t o be m o s t a ccep t ab l e , if 
t h e e t h o s t h e r e h a d b e e n as t h o r o u g h l y h e l l e n i s t i c as s o m e h a v e 
s u g g e s t e d . S u c h a c o n c l u s i o n m i g h t a p p e a r a l l t h e m o r e p l a u s i b l e 
g i v e n t h e a l l e g e d syncre t i s t i c n a t u r e of Y a h w i s m the re f rom t h e 
ea r l i e r p e r i o d , a n d t h e c o n t i n u e d e n c r o a c h m e n t o n t h e i n t e r i o r by 
t h e t e r r i to ry of T y r e , a l r e a d y d i s cus sed i n a n ea r l i e r c h a p t e r . 

M o r e p e r t i n e n t s t i l l is t he d e v e l o p m e n t a t S a m a r i a , w h i c h c a n 
b e g a t h e r e d f r o m a le t te r a d d r e s s e d to A n t i o c h u s by t h e S i d o n i a n s 
a t S h e c h e m i n 166 B .C .E . , t h e year after t h e r e f o r m h a d been 
i n s t i g a t e d i n J e r u s a l e m (Ant. 12:257-61). T h e s e S i d o n i a n s a re a t 
p a i n s t o p o i n t o u t t h a t they s h o u l d n o t be iden t i f i ed w i t h t he 
J e w s , a n d a r e h a p p y t o h a v e t h e Zeus w o r s h i p e s t a b l i s h e d a t the i r 
s a n c t u a r y . 2 2 T h e fact t h a t t h i s m o v e led to n o c o u n t e r - a c t i o n in 
S a m a r i a sugges t s a to t a l ly d i f ferent r e l i g i o u s a n d c u l t u r a l a t m o s 
p h e r e to J e r u s a l e m a n d J u d a e a , w h e r e t h e r e s i s t ance m o v e m e n t 
w a s a b l e to match t h e he l l en i ze r s i n t h e i r zeal for t h e l aw . T h i s 
d i f ference c a n o n l y m e a n t h a t a t S a m a r i a t h e h e l l e n i z a t i o n of t h e 
e t h o s as a w h o l e m a d e t h e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of t h e G o d of G e r i z i m 
w i t h Zeus far less offensive to t h e w o r s h i p p e r s the re . A c c o r d i n g l y 
i n t h i s a t m o s p h e r e of easy r e l a t i o n s h i p s n o fu r the r a t t e m p t w a s 
m a d e to c h a n g e t h e ' Semitic' s tyle of life of t h e p e o p l e a n d the re 
w a s n o p e r s e c u t i o n . I t is i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t i n t h e w a k e of t h e 
d e s t r u c t i o n of t h e i r t e m p l e t h e S a m a r i t a n s w e r e a b l e t o c o n t i n u e 
w o r s h i p p i n g ' o n t h i s m o u n t a i n ' (Jn 4 : 2 0 ) , 2 3 t h a t is , after t he 
m a n n e r of t h e Zeus w o r s h i p , as w e h a v e a l r e a d y seen. W h a t e v e r 
t h e o r i g i n s of t h e S i d o n i a n s a t S h e c h e m - e i t h e r a m i l i t a r y set t le
m e n t t h a t h a d b e e n p l a n t e d t h e r e by t h e ear ly Se leuc ids o r a 
t r a d i n g c o l o n y - i t is p r e s u m a b l y t o t h e i r i n f l u e n c e t h a t t h e 
h e l l e n i z a t i o n o r s y n c r e t i z a t i o n of t h e S a m a r i t a n c u l t i c t r a d i t i o n s 
is d u e . 2 4 E v i d e n c e for s u c h d e v e l o p m e n t s m a y be g l e a n e d , n o t 
m e r e l y f r o m t h e a c c e p t a n c e of t h e Zeus w o r s h i p the re , b u t a l so 
f rom the t h o r o u g h l y hel lenized p i c tu r e of A b r a h a m as a n ast rologer 
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tha t emerges f rom t w o H e l l e n i s t i c - S a m a r i t a n f r a g m e n t s f o u n d i n 
E u s e b i u s (Praep. Evang. I X , 17-22) a n d falsely a t t r i b u t e d to 
E u p o l e m u s by A l e x a n d e r P o l y h i s t o r . 2 5 

Ear l i e r w h e n d e a l i n g w i t h t h e t ransfer of p o w e r i n P a l e s t i n e 
f rom P t o l e m i e s t o Se leuc ids w e s a w h o w r e a d i l y t h e n o r t h fell t o 
t he h a n d s of t h e Se leuc ids o n c e c e r t a i n key cen t e r s h a d b e e n t a k e n 
over , a n d w e s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h i s w a s d u e to t h e de fec t ion of t h e 
P t o l e m a i c o f f i c i a ldom. W e a l s o n o t e d t h a t t h e decree of A n t i o c h u s 
H I a l l o w i n g J e w s to l ive Kara rovs irarpiovs vofiovs e x t e n d e d to t h e 
J e w s of G a l i l e e , so t he re w a s n o c o n s c i o u s a t t e m p t t o h e l l e n i z e 
t he J e w i s h r e l i g i o n p r i o r to t h e r e f o r m of A n t i o c h u s I V . 2 6 O u t s i d e 
J e r u s a l e m t h e p rocess w a s r a t h e r o n e of a s s i m i l a t i o n if S a m a r i a is 
a n y i n d i c a t i o n , e spec ia l ly t h r o u g h c o n t a c t w i t h t h e P h o e n i c i a n s . 
T h e at t i tude of the Ga l i l ean Jews of the region bo rde r ing P to lemais , 
T y r e a n d S i d o n i n a p p e a l i n g to t h e i r b r o t h e r s i n J u d a e a w h e n 
h a r a s s e d by t h e i r g e n t i l e n e i g h b o r s is a l l t h e m o r e s i g n i f i c a n t 
therefore . U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e a u t h o r of 1 Mace t r ea t s of t h e e p i s o d e 
i n h i s u s u a l m a n n e r f rom a n a r r o w , H a s i d i c v i e w p o i n t , a n d so w e 
are left i n the d a r k a b o u t the i m m e d i a t e b a c k g r o u n d to the t roub le . 
H o w e v e r , i t c a n be i l l u m i n a t e d by s e e i n g it as p a r t of t h e a t t e m p t 
to e x t e n d the r e fo rm b e y o n d t h e c o n f i n e s of J e r u s a l e m . E v e n a t 
S a m a r i a , i t w a s o n l y after t h e S i d o n i a n s h a d m a d e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n 
to t h e k i n g to t h e effect t h a t they h a d c h o s e n ' t o l ive a c c o r d i n g to 
t he G r e e k m a n n e r ' , t h a t t h e less d i s c e r n i n g Se l euc id off icials , 
N i c a n o r a n d A p o l l o n i u s des is ted f rom h a r a s s i n g t h e na t i ve s . 
S i m i l a r l y , a c c o r d i n g to 2 Mace 6:8f, P t o l e m y , p r e s u m a b l y t h e 
g o v e r n o r to Coe le -Syr i a a n d P h o e n i c i a (cf. 4:45; 8:8) - t h a t is t h e 
t o p r a n k i n g Se leuc id official of t h e e p a r c h y - h a d a decree i s sued 
to t he n e i g h b o r i n g G r e e k c i t ies , t h a t ' t hey s h o u l d a d o p t t h e s a m e 
p o l i c y t o w a r d s t he J e w s a n d m a k e t h e m p a r t a k e of t h e sacrif ices, 
a n d s h o u l d slay t h o s e w h o d i d n o t c h o o s e t o c h a n g e over t o G r e e k 
c u s t o m s ' . T h i s n o t i c e of a spec ia l decree c a m e after t h e D i o n y s i a c 
festival t h a t w a s h e l d i n J e r u s a l e m i n h o n o r of t h e n e w g o d t h a t 
h a d been e n s h r i n e d the re , a n d p r e s u m a b l y i ts effects c o n t i n u e d to 
be felt o u t s i d e J u d a e a even after t h e r e d e d i c a t i o n of t h e t e m p l e i n 
J e r u s a l e m . 

By d i rec t ly l i n k i n g t h e p e r s e c u t i o n of t h e G a l i l e a n J e w s w i t h 
the r e fo rm i n J e r u s a l e m , w e c a n b e g i n to a n s w e r s o m e of t h e 
q u e s t i o n s a l r eady p o s e d a b o u t t h e d e m a n d for r e l i g i o u s c h a n g e i n 



268 GALILEE FROM ALEXANDER T H E GREAT T O HADRIAN 

t h e a rea , a n d be t t e r assess t h e t r u e n a t u r e of G a l i l e a n r e l i g i o u s 
loya l t i e s . E a r l i e r w e s tressed t h a t t h e a c t i o n of S i m o n desc r ibed in 
1 Mace 5 w a s c o n c e n t r a t e d i n t h a t p a r t of G a l i l e e t h a t b o r d e r e d o n 
t h e P h o e n i c i a n ci ty t e r ro r i t i e s as we l l as a t N a r b a t t a , w h i c h is best 
l o c a t e d i n t h e s ec t ion of S a m a r i a t h a t b o r d e r e d o n t h e C a r m e l 
r a n g e . 2 7 T h e rea l s i g n i f i c a n c e of t h i s e m e r g e s w h e n i t is r eca l l ed 
t h a t M t . C a r m e l , c o n t i n u e d to be a cen te r of p a g a n w o r s h i p f rom 
t h e p e r i o d of t h e ea r ly m o n a r c h y to h e l l e n i s t i c a n d R o m a n t imes . 
A n i n s c r i p t i o n d i scove red the re f rom t h e s e c o n d c e n t u r y C .E . 
l i n k s t h e g o d of M t . C a r m e l w i t h t h e g o d of H e l i o p o l i s (Baa lbeck) 
w h i c h a t t h a t s t age w a s Zeus ( J u p i t e r ) , 2 8 a n d a l r e a d y Ps . -Sky lax 
w r i t i n g before 340 B .C .E . , h a d m a d e a s i m i l a r c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n 
C a r m e l a n d Zeus : opos lepov A l o s . 2 9 T h e S e m i t i c e q u i v a l e n t is 
g e n e r a l l y r e c o g n i z e d as B a ' a l S h a m e m , a n d t h e fu r the r ident i f ica
t i o n w i t h H a d a d , a very a n c i e n t S y r i a n g o d a l s o w o r s h i p p e d a t 
Baa lbeck , h a s b e e n s u g g e s t e d . 3 0 T h i s s u p p o s i t i o n h a s been fu r the r 
s t r e n g t h e n e d by t h e d i scovery of a n ea r ly h e l l e n i s t i c i n s c r i p t i o n to 
H a d a d a n d h i s c o n s o r t A t a r g a t i s i n t h e r e g i o n of P t o l e m a i s . 3 1 F o r 
a later pe r iod still w e k n o w from T a c i t u s t ha t the sacred m o u n t a i n 
C a r m e l d i d n o t h a v e a n i m a g e o r t e m p l e of its g o d , b u t o n l y a n 
a l t a r , ' a r a t a n t u rn et r e v e r e n t i a l 3 2 T h i s m e a n s t h a t t he p a t t e r n of 
w o r s h i p a t C a r m e l w a s very s i m i l a r to , if n o t i den t i c a l w i t h t h a t 
w h i c h t h e he l l en ize r s h a d s o u g h t to p r o p a g a t e i n J e r u s a l e m . 
I n d e e d , o n e m i g h t g o fu r the r a n d say t h a t t he n e w c u l t i n J e r u 
s a l e m w a s i n s p i r e d by l i n k s w i t h t h e P h o e n i c i a n coast . I n o t h e r 
w o r d s , r e l i g i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n s reflect and c rea te soc ia l , c u l t u r a l 
a n d e c o n o m i c l i n k s . 3 3 T h e p e r s e c u t i o n of t h e J e w s of th i s a rea of 
G a l i l e e w o u l d m e a n therefore t h a t they h a d refused to e n g a g e i n 
the r e l ig ion of C a r m e l a n d its g o d despi te the f i l ip this h a d received 
by t h e r o y a l decree . T h i s is a l l t h e m o r e s i g n i f i c a n t i n t h a t the 
i n s c r i p t i o n f r o m Kafr Yassif (9 K m N E of P t o l e m a i s ) m e n t i o n i n g 
H a d a d a n d A t a r g a t i s , is c lea r ly a p r i v a t e f ami ly vot ive a l t a r , 
w h e r e t h e S e m i t i c c h a r a c t e r of these g o d s is c lear ly r e t a i n e d . T h e y 
a r e fu r the r d e s i g n a t e d Oeoi eirrjKooL, ' t h e g o d s w h o h e a r ' , a de s igna 
t i o n w h i c h s u g g e s t s p o p u l a r , p r i v a t e d e v o t i o n of Semit ic w o r s h i p 
p e r s . 3 4 A p p a r e n t l y , t h e p r i v a t e w o r s h i p of t h e C a r m e l g o d ( a n d 
h i s consor t ) i n the i r Semitic dress w a s at t ract ive to Greek-speak ing , 
a n d , f rom their n a m e s , p r e s u m a b l y Greek-or ien ted coun t ry p eo p l e 
i n t h e r e g i o n of P t o l e m a i s a n d w a s n o t c o n f i n e d to p i l g r i m a g e s to 
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t h e m o u n t a i n . T h e l i n k b e t w e e n t h e M t . C a r m e l g o d a n d Baa l -
beck is a l s o s ign i f i can t , s ince H a d a d the g o d of t h e l a t t e r c en t e r 
w a s o r i g i n a l l y a g o d of v e g e t a t i o n , a n d so m i g h t h a v e b e e n 
expec ted to a p p e a l to t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of r u r a l G a l i l e e a l s o . T h e r e 
fore the Mt . C a r m e l c u l t cen te r a n d its g o d s h o u l d n o t h a v e b e e n 
u n a c c e p t a b l e to G a l i l e a n c o u n t r y folk, yet t h i s does n o t s eem to 
h a v e ma te r i a l i zed , a n d the i r a p p e a l for h e l p to t h e J u d a e a n 
res i s tance f ighters is a c lear i n d i c a t i o n t h a t for t h e m t h e g o d of t he 
P h o e n i c i a n city s ta tes o r t h e i r w o r l d h a d n o a t t r a c t i o n . E l i j a h t h e 
g rea t p r o p h e t of Y a h w e h w h o h a d o n c e before c o n q u e r e d t h e Baa l 
of t h e sacred p l ace , Mt . C a r m e l , d o e s n o t a p p e a r a n y w h e r e i n 
G a l i l e a n t r a d i t i o n s , n o w o r la ter , as r e t u r n i n g to r e c o n q u e r t h e 
m o u n t a i n . R a t h e r , as w e s h a l l see, o n e of h i s c o n c e r n s is sa id to 
be the J e r u s a l e m t e m p l e a n d i ts c u l t . 3 5 I n o t h e r w o r d s t h e p o l i t i c a l 
a n d c u l t u r a l ba r r i e r s w e d i scovered i n t h i s a r e a c o r r e s p o n d w i t h 
the d e e p e r r e l i g i o u s o n e s . T h e r e is a p p a r e n t l y n o g r e a t des i re o r 
a t t r a c t i o n for J e w s i n t h i s p a r t of G a l i l e e to a d o p t t h e r e l i g i o u s 
s y m b o l s a n d w o r s h i p of t h e i r n e i g h b o r s , a n d t h i s c a n o n l y m e a n 
t h a t t he w i d e r c u l t u r a l a n d soc ia l g a p s c o u l d n o t h a v e b e e n 
b r i d g e d by s u c h a sync re t i sm . 

T h e c o n c l u s i o n is a l l t he m o r e i n t e r e s t i n g s ince i t focuses o n 
o t h e r p o s s i b l e cen te r s to w h i c h G a l i l e a n J e w s m i g h t h a v e b e e n 
a t t rac ted , h a d they b e e n d r a w n to a n a l t e r n a t i v e f o r m of w o r s h i p . 
O n e s u g g e s t i o n is T a b o r (A(I) t a b y r i o n ) o n t h e s o u t h e r n e d g e of 
L o w e r G a l i l e e (Life 188), w h e r e t h e loca l B a a l b e c a m e Zeus 
A t a b y r i o s a n d w a s w o r s h i p p e d i n R h o d e s , S ic i ly a n d C r i m e a even 
before A l e x a n d e r , p r e s u m a b l y b e c a u s e of c o m m e r c i a l a n d t r a d i n g 
l i n k s . T h e p l a c e w a s a p p a r e n t l y a cen te r of r e l i g i o u s w o r s h i p i n 
the t i m e of H o s e a , t h o u g h t h e p r o p h e t is c r i t i ca l of i t (5:1), a n d i t 
a l so w a s a p r o m i n e n t a d m i n i s t r a t i v e cen te r a t t h e t i m e of 
A n t i o c h u s I I I ( P o l y b i u s , Hist V 70; Ant 13:396). P r e s u m a b l y t h e n 
the cu l t center w a s t h o r o u g h l y hel lenized, b u t Eissfeldt a rgues t ha t 
because t h e s y m b o l of a b u l l is a t t a c h e d to t h e w o r s h i p of Zeus 
Atabyr ion in R h o d e s , it c an safely be ident if ied w i t h the m o u n t a i n 
a n d w e a t h e r g o d s s u c h as H a d a d . 3 6 T h e s a n c t u a r y w o u l d h a v e 
been of t h e o p e n - a i r var ie ty , a n d t h e fact t h a t G a l i l e a n J e w s fled 
there first a n d s u b s e q u e n t l y to J e r u s a l e m w h e n V e s p a s i a n w a s 
r o u n d i n g u p the rebe ls i n t h e p r o v i n c e (War 4:54-61) m i g h t 
sugges t t h a t i t h a d spec ia l r e l i g i o u s s i gn i f i c ance for t h e m a t t h a t 
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t i m e . I ts i m p o r t a n c e seems to h a v e b e e n s t r a t eg ic r a t h e r t h a n 
r e l i g i o u s o n t h e bas i s of J o s e p h u s * a c c o u n t , b u t t h a t need n o t 
e x c l u d e s o m e s i g n i f i c a n t r e l i g i o u s s y m b o l i s m for t h i s i m p r e s s i v e 
m o u n t a i n i n t h e p o p u l a r m i n d . 3 7 H o w e v e r , i t does n o t seem to 
h a v e b e e n a c e n t e r of t h r i v i n g p a g a n w o r s h i p , a t least i n h e l l e n i s 
t ic t ime s , a n d t h e f l i gh t of s o m e J e w s f rom the re to J e r u s a l e m 
i n d i c a t e s t h a t i t d i d n o t f u n c t i o n as a r iva l c u l t cen te r for G a l i l e a n 
J e w s . 

S c y t h o p o l i s p r e s e n t s a r a t h e r d i f ferent p i c t u r e . W e h a v e a l r eady 
d i s cus sed t h e l e g e n d l i n k i n g i t w i t h N y s a , t h e p l a c e of b a n i s h m e n t 
of D i o n y s u s ' n u r s e , so t h a t a t leas t f rom Se leuc id t imes it w a s a 
c e n t e r of w o r s h i p for t h e g o d . As s u g g e s t e d a l r eady , the m o s t 
p l a u s i b l e e x p l a n a t i o n for t h e G r e e k n a m e of t h e ci ty is t h a t i t 
c o m e s f r o m a c o l o n y of S c y t h i a n v e t e r a n s p l a n t e d the re by the 
ea r ly P t o l e m i e s , 3 8 w h o w e r e a l s o w o r s h i p p e r s of t h e g o d D i o n y s u s 
a c c o r d i n g to H e r o d o t u s (Hist IV, 79-80.108). So far o n l y o n e 
i n s c r i p t i o n m e n t i o n i n g t h e g o d D i o n y s u s h a s b e e n f o u n d there 
o n a n a l t a r o r i g i n a l l y b e l o n g i n g to t h e t h e a t r e of t he ci ty d a t i n g 
f r o m s e c o n d o r t h i r d c e n t u r y B .C .E . A s h r i n e s i t u a t e d o n a h i g h 
p l a c e d a t i n g f r o m t h e s a m e p e r i o d h a s a l s o b e e n f o u n d , b u t n o 
i n s c r i p t i o n h a s so far c o m e to l i g h t i d e n t i f y i n g i t def in i t ive ly , a n d 
i t is a t leas t p o s s i b l e t h a t i t w a s a Zeus s h r i n e , e spec ia l ly s ince , as 
m e n t i o n e d , a n i n s c r i p t i o n to Zeus 'A/cpcuos h a s b e e n u n e a r t h e d i n 
t h e c i t y . 3 9 E v e n m o r e i m p o r t a n t t h a n these d i scover ies h o w e v e r , 
is t h e p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t Y a h w e h t h e g o d of t h e J e w s w a s first i den t i 
fied w i t h D i o n y s u s i n t h i s r e g i o n . T h e m o s t c o m p l e t e ve r s ion of 
t h e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n is t h a t g i v e n by P l u t a r c h in w h i c h t h e J e w i s h 
feast of T a b e r n a c l e s is de sc r ibed as a D i o n y s u s festival , (Quaest. 
Conviviales, 6:If). B u t i t was a l so k n o w n to T a c i t u s , w h o dismisses 
t h e s u g g e s t i o n a s u n w o r t h y of D i o n y s u s (Hist V, 5 ) . 4 0 If w e a re to 
seek a n y bas i s i n r ea l i t y for t h e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n i t w o u l d seem t h a t 
t h e S c y t h o p o l i s a r e a is t h e m o s t l ike ly l o c a t i o n , g i v e n the fact of 
g o o d J e w i s h / G e n t i l e r e l a t i o n s the re t h r o u g h o u t t h e cen tu r i e s , 
w i t h t h e o n e e x c e p t i o n of t h e p e r i o d i m m e d i a t e l y p r i o r to t he 
first J e w i s h r evo l t of 66 C .E . 

W h i l e w e m i g h t h a v e e x p e c t e d r e l i g i o u s hos t i l i t i e s i n th i s a rea 
s i m i l a r t o t h o s e a l o n g t h e P h o e n i c i a n coas t j u s t a t t h e p e r i o d of 
t h e r e f o r m , t h e r e w e r e i n fact n o s u c h d i s t u r b a n c e s . J u d a s 
Maccabaeus w a s ab le to destroy the t e m p l e of Atarga t i s a t C a r n a i m 
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i n T r a n s j o r d a n a n d r e t u r n t h r o u g h t h e t e r r i to ry of B e t h S h e a n 
w i t h o u t a r o u s i n g t h e i re of t h e G r e e k p o p u l a t i o n of t h e ci ty 
a g a i n s t t he J e w s the re . I n d e e d t h e J e w s t h e m s e l v e s a s s u r e d J u d a s 
of h o w wel l they we re t rea ted (2 Mace 12:30). C o u l d these g o o d 
r e l a t i o n s a t a soc ia l a n d c u l t u r a l level be a n i n d i c a t i o n of a d e e p e r 
level of a g r e e m e n t o n t he r e l i g i o u s p l a n e ? U n f o r t u n a t e l y , w e d o 
n o t h a v e suff ic ient ev idence to a n s w e r t h a t q u e s t i o n pos i t i ve ly , 
b u t c a n o n l y s u g g e s t t h e p l a u s i b i l i t y of t h e h y p o t h e s i s w h e n o n e 
v iews a l l t he ev idence r e g a r d i n g t h e r e l i g i o u s s i t u a t i o n i n t h e 
Beth Shean area. T h e fact tha t subsequen t ly the J e w s of Scy thopol i s 
a re r ep r e s e n t e d i n t h e M i s h n a h as p i o u s observers of P h a r i s a i c 
halakhah does n o t a r g u e a g a i n s t t h i s h y p o t h e s i s of a c e r t a i n 
a m o u n t of r e l i g i o u s s y n c r e t i s m for t he ea r l i e r p e r i o d , s ince it c a n 
be safely p r e s u m e d tha t i t was o n l y after the c o n q u e s t s of J a n n a e u s 
t h a t J e w s e n t e r e d t h e c o m m e r c i a l life of t h e ci ty, i n a n y g rea t 
n u m b e r s a n d these c o u l d we l l h a v e b e e n J e w s of P h a r i s a i c pe r 
s u a s i o n e s c a p i n g f rom h i s p u r g e s i n J e r u s a l e m . T h u s , they w o u l d 
n o t be r ep re sen t a t i ve of t h e ea r l i e r p e r i o d , n o r of t h o s e w h o l ived 
in t he c o u n t r y s i d e , ' t h e p l a i n of B e t h s h e a n ' , a n d it is these w h o a r e 
of spec ia l in te res t to u s i n o u r search for a t t i t u d e s typ ica l of 
G a l i l e a n c o u n t r y J e w s , g i v e n o u r ea r l i e r c o n c l u s i o n s c o n c e r n i n g 
the pos s ib l e w i d e r s p h e r e of i n f l u e n c e of t h e c i t y . 4 1 

T h e o t h e r p o s s i b l e c u l t cen te r for G a l i l e a n J e w s is i n t h e n o r t h , 
a t t he sources of t he r iver J o r d a n by t h e foot of M t . H e r m o n . 
J o s e p h u s tells u s t h a t H e r o d b u i l t a t e m p l e for A u g u s t u s n e a r t he 
p l a c e ca l led P a n e i o n (Ant 15:363; War 1:404). As a l r e a d y 
m e n t i o n e d a t t h e o u t s e t of o u r s t u d y t h e a w e s o m e q u a l i t y of t h e 
m o u n t a i n , s to r i ed i n t he O l d T e s t a m e n t a l r e ady , h a d o b v i o u s l y 
been e x t e n d e d to t h e cave rn a n d s p r i n g s a t i ts base , f rom w h e n c e 
the J o r d a n w a s be l ieved to i s sue (War 3:509ff), a n d th i s e x p l a i n s 
the fact t h a t a p r e s u m a b l y m u c h o l d e r c u l t c e n t e r t h e r e h a d b e e n 
he l l en i zed a n d d e d i c a t e d to t h e g o d P a n before t h e year 200 B .C .E . 
( P o l y b i u s , Hist X V I 18). N e a r b y , b u t n o t i d e n t i c a l w i t h th i s s i te 
w a s the a n c i e n t s i te of D a n (tel el k a d i ) w h i c h J o s e p h u s loca tes 
above ' t he lesser J o r d a n ' (Ant 5:178; 8:226; War 4:3), t h a t is, t h e 
s econd of t h e h e a d s t r e a m s ( n a h r el D a n ) w h i c h e v e n t u a l l y c o m e 
toge the r to fo rm t h e r iver a b o v e H u l e h . 4 2 E i t h e r p l a c e m i g h t h a v e 
served as a p o s s i b l e c u l t i c a t t r a c t i o n for G a l i l e a n J e w s h a d they 
been so i n c l i n e d . P a n e i o n w a s c lear ly a h e l l e n i s t i c s h r i n e i n 
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h o n o r of a g o d , t races of w h o s e sync re t i z a t i on w i t h Y a h w e h a re 
to be f o u n d n o t o n l y i n i n s c r i p t i o n s f rom E g y p t b u t even i n t h e 
G r e e k t r a n s l a t i o n of B e n S i r a c h (Sir 43:27 TO irav €<TTIP ai>r6s). 4 3 

T h e fact t h a t H e r o d b u i l t a t e m p l e for A u g u s t u s t h e r e m a y be seen 
as a n i n d i c a t i o n of i ts c o n t i n u e d a t t r a c t i o n as a r e l i g i o u s center , 
a n d w e k n o w t h a t t he r e w a s a J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y i n Caesa rea 
P h i l i p p i , as P a n e a s w a s ca l l ed after P h i l i p ' s u p g r a d i n g of i t i n 
3 B .C .E . 

At t he s a m e t i m e t h e a n c i e n t s i te of D a n m i g h t be p r e s u m e d to 
h a v e r e t a i n e d i ts a t t r a c t i o n s . T h e s tory of i ts o r i g i n a l f o u n d a t i o n 
as t o l d i n Jdg 17-18 is c lear ly p o l e m i c a l - t h e s h r i n e is served by 
n o n - L e v i t i c a l p r i e s t s w i t h a n o n - I s r a e l i t i c c u l t f o r m - a n d th i s 
serves to u n d e r l i n e i ts l ack of l e g i t i m a c y a t t h e t i m e of J e r o b o a m 
la te r (1 Kgs 12:29-30; 2 Kgs 10 :29) . 4 4 I t is d i f f icul t t o j u d g e t h e 
success of J e r o b o a m ' s ven ture , t h o u g h w e d o hea r t ha t it c o n t i n u e d 
to h a v e i ts o w n p r i e s t s d o w n to t h e Assy r i an c o n q u e s t s (Jdg 18:30) 
w h e n the i n h a b i t a n t s of D a n , a m o n g o t h e r p l aces , w e r e t a k e n i n t o 
ex i l e (2 Kgs 15:29). As de sc r ibed i n 1 Kgs 12 t he ob jec t of w o r s h i p 
a t D a n w e r e t w o g o l d e n calves (v.28) a n d i t w o u l d a p p e a r t h a t t he 
d e s c r i p t i o n is c o n s c i o u s l y p o l e m i c a l i n t h a t t h e p l u r a l ' ca lves ' is 
l i n k e d to t h e f o r m u l a : ' T h i s is y o u r G o d ' , s u g g e s t i n g p o l y t h e i s t i c 
t e n d e n c i e s (cf. Hos 10 :5) . 4 5 T h e q u e s t i o n of t h e su rv iva l of th i s 
c u l t cen te r o n a n y l a r g e scale i n t o h e l l e n i s t i c t i m e s is h i g h l y 
p r o b l e m a t i c a l , even t h o u g h e x c a v a t i o n s a t Be the l , t h e sister 
s h r i n e , s u g g e s t t h a t t h e r e w a s a rev iva l t he r e even after J o s i a h ' s 
r e f o r m 4 6 T h e o n e p o s s i b l e p i ece of ev idence of t h e pe r s i s t ence of 
t h i s c u l t a t D a n i n t o h e l l e n i s t i c t i m e s is J o s e p h u s ' a l m o s t c a s u a l 
re ference to t h e p l a c e i n a g e o g r a p h i c d e s c r i p t i o n a t t h e b e g i n n i n g 
of War 4:3 ' T h a t L a k e ( S e m e c h o n i t i s ) is t h i r t y f u r l o n g s i n b r e a d t h 
a n d s ix ty i n l e n g t h , b u t i ts m a r s h e s e x t e n d as far as D a p h n e , a 
d e l i g h t f u l s p o t , w i t h s p r i n g s t h a t feed t h e so-ca l led l i t t l e J o r d a n , 
benea th the t emple of the go lden cow (virb T6V Trjs Xpvarjs jSods veuv) 
a n d speed i t o n i ts w a y to t h e g rea t e r r iver ' . T h i s reference h a s been 
r e a d i n t h e l i g h t of J o s e p h u s ' p o l e m i c a g a i n s t i m a g e s of a n y k i n d 
by M i c h e l , B a u e r n f e i n d a n d Betz, b u t i t is d i f f icul t to detect s u c h 
a p o l e m i c a l n o t e i n t h e p a s s a g e , even t h o u g h the re is u n d o u b t e d l y 
p o l e m i c a g a i n s t i m a g e w o r s h i p e l s ewhe re i n J o s e p h u s . 4 7 Does 
t h a t m e a n t h a t t h e t e m p l e of t h e g o l d e n c o w sti l l ex is ted i n 
J o s e p h u s ' day? T h e a u t h o r s of t h e a r t i c l e i n q u e s t i o n d o n o t t h i n k 
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so , even t h o u g h the i r m a i n a r g u m e n t - t h e u n l i k l i h o o d of a 
t e m p l e b e i n g d e d i c a t e d to a f ema le g o d d e s s - is n o t a l l t h a t t e l l i n g , 
b u t so far n o a r c h a e o l o g i c a l ev idence f r o m tel D a n s u p p o r t s t h e 
v iew t h a t a t e m p l e d i d exis t t he r e i n h e l l e n i s t i c t i m e s . A t bes t 
t h e n , o n e c o u l d see D a n as a c u l t i c cen te r w i t h a s e r i o u s a t t r a c t i o n 
for G a l i l e a n J e w s o n l y inso fa r as i t l ived o n i n folk m e m o r y as a 
sacred p l ace . I n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y even t h a t l i n k w a s b r o k e n after t h e 
Assyr ians h a d d e p o r t e d t h e p r i e s t ly l eaders of t h e s a n c t u a r y , a n d 
the fact t h a t t h e P a n g r o t t o w a s n o t l oca t ed o n t h e a c t u a l s i te of 
t he o lde r s a n c t u a r y seems c o n c l u s i v e ev idence t h a t t h e ear l i e r 
w o r s h i p w a s n o t c o n t i n u e d the re . 

O u r search for a n a l t e r n a t i v e c u l t cen te r , w h o s e s y m b o l sys tem 
m i g h t h a v e r e p l a c e d t h a t of t h e J e r u s a l e m t e m p l e for G a l i l e a n 
J e w s , h a s n o t s u g g e s t e d a n y se r ious r iva l s . L i t e r a r y ev idence , 
a l l i ed to a r c h a e o l o g i c a l d i scover ies h a v e i n d i c a t e d a n u m b e r of 
p a g a n o r syncre t i s t i c cen te r s o n t h e c i r c u m f e r e n c e of G a l i l e e , a t 
sites t h a t h a d a l r eady b e e n n o t e d as s u c h i n I s rae l i t e t imes , a n d i t is 
n o t s u r p r i s i n g to f ind t h e m st i l l i n ex i s t ence , even t h r i v i n g i n 
he l l en i s t i c t imes . T h i s is i n l i n e w i t h t h e p a t t e r n of h e l l e n i s t i c 
r e l i g i o n t h a t w e k n o w f rom e l sewhere , b u t p r e s u m a b l y , t hose 
s a m e socia l , c u l t u r a l a n d e t h n i c factors t h a t h a d o p e r a t e d 
p rev ious ly to m a k e s u c h cen te r s u n a t t r a c t i v e , if n o t a l i e n to t h e 
Is rael i te p o p u l a t i o n , c o n t i n u e d . N a t u r a l l y t h e p a t t e r n is n o t 
u n i f o r m , as w e h a v e sugges ted , a n d c a n see f r o m r e a d i n g b e t w e e n 
the l ines for t h e B e t h S h e a n a rea . W h a t is s t r i k i n g is t h a t a t n o 
t i m e in t he w h o l e p e r i o d of o u r survey w a s t h e r e ever a n y a t t e m p t 
to b u i l d a n a l t e r n a t i v e t e m p l e e i t he r p a g a n o r syncre t i s t i c i n 
Ga l i l e e itself. T i b e r i a s h a d a roya l p a l a c e a n d a n a m p h i t h e a t r e 
t ha t w a s h e l l e n i s t i c i n style, b u t n o t a t e m p l e , a n d its f o u n d e r , 
H e r o d A n t i p a s a p p a r e n t l y w e n t to J e r u s a l e m a t J e w i s h festivals 
if o n l y to m a i n t a i n a p p e a r a n c e s (Lk 23:8-12). T h e a r i s t oc racy of 
S e p p h o r i s w e r e d e s c e n d e d f r o m t h e J e r u s a l e m p r i e s t h o o d so t h a t 
there w a s neve r a n y t h r e a t t o J e r u s a l e m f r o m t h a t q u a r t e r , a n d i t 
m a y wel l have been th is re l ig ious loyal ty t ha t p reven ted S e p p h o r i s 
from a d o p t i n g a m o r e i n d e p e n d e n t p o s i t i o n w h e n the o p p o r t u n i t y 
w a s g iven i t by G a b i n i u s , as p r e v i o u s l y d i s c u s s e d . 4 8 A r c h a e o l o g i 
cal ev idence f rom t h e H u l e h b a s i n , w h i c h lay o u t s i d e U p p e r 
Ga l i l e e for t h e p e r i o d of th i s e n q u i r y , does s u g g e s t s o m e w o r s h i p 
of A t h e n a a n d Zeus H e l i o p o l i s , b u t t he r e is n o ev idence t h a t t h i s 
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m a d e a n y s e r i ous i n r o a d even i n t o U p p e r G a l i l e e , b u t m a y r a t h e r 
be a t t r i b u t e d to m i l i t a r y g a r r i s o n s a t t h i s c ross - roads of t h e far 
n o r t h . 4 9 A l l t h i s is i n s t r i k i n g c o n t r a s t t o t h e p i c t u r e i n T r a n s 
j o r d a n , w h e r e w h a t a p p e a r s t o h a v e been a syncre t i s t ic t e m p l e 
w a s e s t a b l i s h e d by t h e T o b i a d H y r c a n u s a t ' a r a q el A m i r , a n d w a s 
a p p a r e n t l y i n t e n d e d as a r iva l t o t h e J e r u s a l e m t e m p l e o n c e t he 
Se leuc ids h a d c o m e t o p o w e r i n P a l e s t i n e . 5 0 Besides the re w a s the 
A t a r g a t i s t e m p l e a t C a r n a i m , m e n t i o n e d i n 2 Mace 12:26. G a l i l e e 
l a c k e d a n y s u c h i n f l u e n t i a l n a t i v e n o b i l i t y , i n t h e ea r l i e r p e r i o d 
as w e h a v e seen , a n d w i t h o u t t h e i m p e t u s t h a t s u c h a t h o r o u g h l y 
h e l l e n i z e d f ami ly i n t h e a r ea w o u l d p r o v i d e , n o s u c h c e n t r i p e t a l 
m o v e m e n t ever e m e r g e d t h e r e . 5 1 

M e n t i o n h a s a l r e a d y b e e n m a d e of t h e S a m a r i t a n t e m p l e o n 
M o u n t G e r i z i m . By t h e first c e n t u r y C .E . t h e ev idence of t h e N e w 
T e s t a m e n t a n d J o s e p h u s s h o w s t h a t G a l i l e a n J e w i s h a t t i t u d e s 
t o w a r d s t h i s c e n t e r w e r e j u s t as h o s t i l e as w e r e t hose a t J e r u s a l e m . 
I t is g e n e r a l l y r e c o g n i z e d t h a t t h e t h o r o u g h g o i n g h e l l e n i z a t i o n 
of t h e S h e c h e m c u l t by t h e S i d o n i a n s t he re w a s t h e f ina l w e d g e 
t h a t i r r evocab ly s p l i t t h e t w o c o m m u n i t i e s , a n d th i s c a n o n l y 
m e a n t h a t t h e h e l l e n i z e d c u l t w a s u n a t t r a c t i v e to G a l i l e a n J e w s 
a l s o , t h u s c o n f i r m i n g o u r ea r l i e r c o n c l u s i o n s . O n e m i g h t h a v e 
e x p e c t e d t h a t t h i s w o u l d n o t h a v e b e e n t h e case ear l ie r , s ince t he 
i n i t i a l o p p o s i t i o n b e t w e e n S a m a r i a a n d J e r u s a l e m after t he 
B a b y l o n i a n r e s t o r a t i o n w a s d u e t o J u d a e a b e i n g r ecogn ized as a n 
a u t o n o m o u s t e m p l e s ta te by t h e P e r s i a n s , a n d so w a s p o l i t i c a l l y 
r a t h e r t h a n r e l i g i o u s l y m o t i v a t e d . 5 2 S u b s e q u e n t l y , m o r e l ibe ra l -
m i n d e d J e r u s a l e m p r i e s t s , r e f l ec t ing a rift t h e r e even a t a n ear l i e r 
s t age , w e r e p r e p a r e d to i n t e r m a r r y w i t h t h e S a m a r i t a n s , to the 
g r e a t h o r r o r of t h e i r m o r e conse rva t i ve b r o t h e r s (Ant l l :297ff. 
307-11). 5 3 A p p a r e n t l y i t w a s o n l y after the p l a c i n g of a M a c e d o n i a n 
co lony a t S a m a r i a itself by Alexande r the Grea t tha t the S a m a r i t a n 
r e l i g i o n i s t s m o v e d t o S h e c h e m a n d w i t h t he a i d of t h e d i s s iden t 
J e r u s a l e m p r i e s t s e rec ted t h e t e m p l e o n Mt . G e r i z i m , t he a n c i e n t 
c u l t i c s i t e . 5 4 D e s p i t e t h e g r o w i n g t e n s i o n s b e t w e e n the t w o 
r e l i g i o u s c o m m u n i t i e s , a s t u d y of t h e S a m a r i t a n P e n t a t e u c h as 
w e l l a s t h e i r p r i e s t l y l ists h a s c o n v i n c e d s c h o l a r s t h a t t he f inal 
rift d i d n o t c o m e u n t i l H a s m o n a e a n t i m e s , l e a d i n g to t h e des t ruc 
t i o n by H y r c a n u s i n 128 B .C .E . T h u s t he ex i s t ence of a s epa ra t e 
c u l t c en t e r w a s n o m o r e dec is ive i n m a k i n g t h e f ina l b r e a k t h a n 
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w a s t he o n e a t L e o n t o p o l i s i n E g y p t . 5 5 B e n S i r a c h ' s conse rva t ive 
v iews a b o u t t h e sanc t i ty of t h e J e r u s a l e m c u l t c o n t r a s t e d w i t h ' t h e 
d e g e n e r a t e p e o p l e w h o d w e l l a t S c h e c h e m ' ( S i r 50:25f) w e r e n o t 
necessar i ly s h a r e d by a l l s e g m e n t s of J u d a i s m of t h e t i m e . At 
least i n i ts ea r ly years t h e r e w a s n o r e a s o n w h y G a l i l e a n J e w s 
m i g h t n o t h a v e s u p p o r t e d t h e S h e c h e m t e m p l e a n d s t i l l h a v e 
r e g a r d e d themse lves as loya l to I s rae l i t e t r a d i t i o n s . 5 6 P e r h a p s t h e 
an t i -Samar i t an p o l e m i c of S i rach carr ied o n by Judith (5:16;9:2-4), 
Jubilees (30:5.7) a n d Tar. Ps. Jonathan to Dt 33:11 a r e s i g n s t h a t 
t he S h e c h e m t e m p l e d i d p o s e s u c h a t h r e a t , b u t even t h e n t h e 
m e s s a g e is add res sed m o r e to a J e r u s a l e m t h a n to a G a l i l e a n 
a u d i e n c e , a n d w e h a v e n o o t h e r e v i d e n c e w h i c h m i g h t be 
c o n s t r u e d as G a l i l e a n s u p p o r t for S h e c h e m . As w e s h a l l p r e s e n t l y 
see, la te r ev idence i n fact sugges t s t h e o p p o s i t e a n d s u p p o r t s t h e 
ev idence of 1 Mace 5 t h a t even f rom a n ea r ly p e r i o d G a l i l e a n 
a t t a c h m e n t to t h e J e r u s a l e m t e m p l e w a s u n w a v e r i n g . 

I I 
T H E G A L I L E A N S A N D T H E J E R U S A L E M T E M P L E 

O u r i n v e s t i g a t i o n so far h a s n o t i n d i c a t e d a n y g r e a t des i re for 
r ad i ca l c h a n g e o n t h e p a r t of t h e G a l i l e a n J e w s i n r e g a r d to t h e i r 
c en t r a l r e l i g i o u s s y m b o l sys tem. C o n t r a r y e x p e c t a t i o n s n o t 
w i t h s t a n d i n g , w e h a v e n o t b e e n a b l e to f ind a n y p o s i t i v e t races of 
se r ious i n r o a d s of h e l l e n i s t i c r e l i g i o u s s y n c r e t i s m the re . O u r 
task n o w is t o p r o b e m o r e d e e p l y i n t o t h i s G a l i l e a n a t t a c h m e n t t o 
t he J e r u s a l e m c u l t - i ts e x t e n t a n d m o t i v e s - s i nce m a n y di f ferent 
a t t i t u d e s c a n be de tec ted a m o n g t h o s e w h o c l u n g fa i th fu l ly t o 
t r a d i t i o n a l beliefs i n t h e face of t h e h e l l e n i s t i c cr is is . 

, F o r o n e t h i n g i t s eems i m p o r t a n t to d i s t i n g u i s h b e t w e e n loya l ty 
to t he t e m p l e as s u c h a n d loya l ty to J e r u s a l e m . C o n t r a r y to a 
w i d e s p r e a d belief, t h e idea of t h e n e w J e r u s a l e m is n o t i d e n t i c a l 
w i t h t h a t of t h e n e w t e m p l e i n t h e J e w i s h r e l i g i o u s h o p e s for t h e 
pos t - ex i l i c p e r i o d , a n d t h e l a t t e r seems to h a v e b e e n s e c o n d a r y i n 
m a n y c i r c l e s . 5 7 Of t h e t w o t h e n e w J e r u s a l e m is m u c h m o r e 
p r o m i n e n t i n a p o c a l y p t i c , p o s s i b l y b e c a u s e of a t t i t u d e s s u c h as 
t hose exp re s sed i n Tobit (14:5) a n d Syr.Bar (68:3) u n f a v o r a b l y 
c o n t r a s t i n g t h e s e c o n d t e m p l e w i t h t h e ea r l i e r o n e . 5 8 A m o n g 
those w h o d i d r e t a i n t he i r l oya l ty t o t h e t e m p l e o n e f inds severe 
c r i t i c i sm of t he e x i s t i n g c u l t a n d i ts m i n i s t e r s , a s for e x a m p l e t h e 
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Q u m r a n Essenes w h o c o n s i d e r e d t h e i r o w n c o m m u n i t y as t h e 
p u r i f i e d t e m p l e . 5 9 E v e n w i t h i n less r a d i c a l c i rc les t h e e m p h a s i s 
seems to h a v e c h a n g e d f rom t h e t e m p l e itself to i ts r i tes as these 
c o u l d be c o n d u c t e d o u t s i d e a n d i n d e p e n d e n t l y of it, e spec ia l ly 
t h o s e of l u s t r a t i o n s a n d c o m m o n m e a l s . T h i s t e n d e n c y c a n be 
seen a t i ts m i l d e s t i n P h a r i s a i s m w h i c h n o t m e r e l y e x t e n d e d t h e 
c o n c e p t of t h e r i t u a l l y c l e a n i n t o t h e everyday life, b u t a l s o g a i n e d 
a n i n c r e a s i n g h o l d o n t h e t e m p l e r i t u a l (Ant 18:15), p a r t l y n o 
d o u b t b e c a u s e of h i s t o r i c a l r e a s o n s , b u t a l s o b e c a u s e t h e t e m p l e 
w o r s h i p w a s i n t e g r a l to t he T o r a h to w h i c h they we re so to ta l ly 
c o m m i t t e d . 6 0 B u t t h e s a m e t r e n d c a n be de tec ted i n o t h e r n o n -
Essene b a p t i s t c i rc les , even t h a t of J o h n t h e Bap t i ze r , w h o c l a i m e d 
forg iveness of s in s for h i s o w n r i t u a l . O t h e r g r o u p s a re bare ly 
k n o w n , s u c h as t h e S a b b a e a n s ( E p i p h a n i u s , Pan X I ) , t h e 
M a s b u t h a e a n s ( H e g e s i p p u s i n E u s e b i u s , Eccles. Hist. 4 ,25 .5) a n d 
t h e D o s i t h e a n s , a l l of t h e m l i n k e d w i t h t h e S a m a r i t a n cu l t , as wel l 
as t h e N a z a r e n e s f r o m G i l e a d a n d B a s h a n . 6 1 T h e s e sugges t t h a t 
J u d a i s m i n i ts v a r i o u s f o r m s w a s s e a r c h i n g for c o m p l e m e n t a r y if 
n o t a l t e r n a t i v e w a y s to t h e t e m p l e , as a n e x p r e s s i o n of i ts p e r s o n a l 
m e a n i n g for t h e i n d i v i d u a l . 

I t is a g a i n s t t h i s b a c k g r o u n d t h a t w e m u s t a t t e m p t to e v a l u a t e 
t h e G a l i l e a n s ' a t t i t u d e s . T o w h a t p rec i se ly w e r e they a t t a c h e d -
J e r u s a l e m , t h e t e m p l e , o r b o t h ? D o they s h a r e t h e d i s sa t i s fac t ion 
w i t h c e r t a i n d e v e l o p m e n t s i n t h e J e w i s h c u l t ref lected i n t h e 
v a r i o u s g r o u p s j u s t m e n t i o n e d ? O u r a n s w e r s t o these q u e s t i o n s 
w i l l h e l p to p r e p a r e t h e g r o u n d for t h e t o p i c of o u r f ina l c h a p t e r 
c o n c e r n i n g G a l i l e a n C h r i s t i a n i t y , for a c c o r d i n g to E p i p h a n i u s 
the re w a s a s a y i n g of J e s u s p r e se rved by t h e E b i o n i t e s d i rec ted 
a g a i n s t t h e t e m p l e c u l t : ' I c a m e to a b o l i s h (/cardXiwcu) t h e sacr i 
fices (dvaias), a n d if y o u d o n o t cease f rom sacrif ice, t h e w r a t h 
(opyrj) w i l l n o t cease f rom y o u ' (Pan X X X , 16.5). J a m e s , t he 
b r o t h e r of t h e L o r d is a l s o p o r t r a y e d i n t h e s a m e l i g h t ( P a n X X X , 
16.5 a n d 7; X V I I I , 1.4; J e r o m e , In Is 9:1), a n d L o h m e y e r h a s 
b u i l t h i s thes i s c o n c e r n i n g G a l i l e a n C h r i s t i a n i t y of a n ear l i e r 
p e r i o d o n th i s e v i d e n c e . 6 2 I t w o u l d be i m p e r a t i v e to see if a n y 
s u c h a t t i t u d e s a r e t o be f o u n d i n J e w i s h G a l i l e e , a n d t h u s a 
p o s s i b l e c r i t e r i o n e s t a b l i s h e d for a d i s c u s s i o n of J e w i s h C h r i s t i a n 
a t t i t u d e s p r i o r t o 70 C .E . a l s o . 
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(i) The Galileans and Temple Offerings. 

W e m a y t ake as o u r s t a r t i n g p o i n t for a d i s c u s s i o n of G a l i l e a n 
a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d s t e m p l e of fe r ings t h e t r a d i t i o n a t t r i b u t e d to R . 
J u d a h i n t h e M i s h n a h , Ned 2:4, w h e r e t h e t o p i c u n d e r d i s c u s s i o n 
is t h e correc t i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of v o w s . A g e n e r a l p r i n c i p l e h a s i t 
t h a t w h e n the ob jec t of t h e v o w is n o t c lea r ly speci f ied , t h e s t r ic ter 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of i ts m e a n i n g a p p l i e s , w h e r e a s v o w s express ly 
de f ined m a y be i n t e r p r e t e d m o r e l e n i e n t l y . V a r i o u s e x a m p l e s of 
h o w th i s o p e r a t e s a re g i v e n , o n e of t h e m based o n t h e g e o g r a p h i c 
differences b e t w e e n G a l i l e e a n d J u d e a : 

R a b b i J u d a h says: if t h e v o w w a s of u n d e f i n e d t e r u m a h , i n 
J u d e a it is b i n d i n g , b u t i n G a l i l e e i t is n o t b i n d i n g , s ince t h e 
m e n of G a l i l e e k n o w n a u g h t of t h e t e r u m a h of t h e t e m p l e 
c h a m b e r ( p B ^ n nonflTlM ]H*3D b'bl 'MK A n d 
if t h e v o w w a s of u n d e f i n e d vo t ive t h i n g s i n J u d e a i t is n o t 
b i n d i n g , b u t i n G a l i l e e i t is b i n d i n g , s ince t h e p e o p l e of 
G a l i l e e k n o w n a u g h t of t h i n g s d e v o t e d to t h e p r i e s t s 

(D'arorr 'DirrnK j h o b win ytw). 
L a t e r w e sha l l d i scuss t h e a l l e g e d l ack of k n o w l e d g e by t h e 
G a l i l e a n s of ' t h e d e v o t e d t h i n g s ' (herem) for t h e p r i e s t s , b u t for 
n o w w e m u s t c o n c e n t r a t e o n t h e terumah of t h e t e m p l e c h a m b e r . 

S ince t h e s a y i n g i n q u e s t i o n is a t t r i b u t e d t o R a b b i J u d a h , t h e 
h e a d of t he s c h o o l a t U s h a i n t h e s e c o n d c e n t u r y C.E . , o u r first 
q u e s t i o n is to dec ide w h e t h e r t h i s p i ece of i n f o r m a t i o n is of a n y 
ass i s t ance i n c o n s t r u c t i n g t h e s i t u a t i o n of a n ea r l i e r p e r i o d . T h e 
r a b b i n i c m a t e r i a l f rom t h e s e c o n d c e n t u r y U s h a s c h o o l c lear ly 
reflects a p o l e m i c a l s i t u a t i o n i n w h i c h t h e haber o r a s soc ia t e a n d 
the 'am ha-'aretz a r e s h a r p l y d i f fe ren t i a t ed by a n u m b e r of i ssues , 
i n c l u d i n g t h a t of v o w s , t h e sub jec t of t h e p r e s e n t m i s h n a h . 
A c c o r d i n g to M. Dem 2 :3 , R . J u d a h d e c l a r e d t h a t t h e a s soc ia t e 
s h o u l d n o t be p r o f u s e i n v o w s , a n d i n M. Ned 5:5 h e a g a i n dec la res 
t h a t t he m e n of G a l i l e e n e e d n o t a s s i g n t h e i r s h a r e of t h e m u n i c i 
p a l p r o p e r t y s ince the i r fa thers h a v e d o n e so for t h e m . I n a baraita 
of the B a b y l o n i a n T a l m u d t h e s a m e r a b b i g ives as t h e r e a s o n for 
this the q u a r r e l s o m e n a t u r e of the Ga l i l e ans w h i c h led t h e m to m a k e 
vows ra sh ly , so as n o t to benef i t o n e a n o t h e r (b.Ned 48a) . P e r h a p s 
t h e n , M.Ned 2:4 s h o u l d be r e a d i n t h e l i g h t of these t r a d i t i o n s of 
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R a b b i J u d a h a n d reflect o n l y t h e a t t i t u d e s of t he G a l i l e a n 
'am ha-'aretz of h i s o w n day . Its i m p o r t w o u l d be t h a t t h o u g h 
g e n e r a l l y u n r e l i a b l e i n t he i r v o w s , i n t h i s A i n s t a n c e t h e G a l i l e a n s 
p o s e n o t h r e a t of d e f i l e m e n t t o t h e haberim s ince the i r v o w w a s 
n o t b i n d i n g d u e to t h e i r i g n o r a n c e of o f fe r ings for t h e t e m p l e . 
W h i l e n o t e x c l u d i n g t h i s c o n t e m p o r a r y c o n c e r n of R a b b i J u d a h , 
t h e e x a m p l e c h o s e n to i l l u s t r a t e t h e p r i n c i p l e b e i n g e x p o u n d e d , 
as we l l as t he g e o g r a p h i c d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e t w o r e g i o n s , a t 
leas t ra i ses t h e q u e s t i o n of d i f f e r ing a t t i t u d e s to t h e t e m p l e a n d its 
o f fe r ings o n t h e p a r t of G a l i l e a n s a n d J u d a e a n s of a n ear l ie r 
p e r i o d . Before d i s m i s s i n g t h e ev idence en t i r e ly therefore , w e wi l l 
d o we l l to e x a m i n e i t i n t h e l i g h t of k n o w n g e n e r a l a t t i t u d e s of a n 
ea r l i e r p e r i o d . 6 3 

T h e g e n e r a l m e a n i n g of terumah is ' a n o f fe r ing ' , b u t i n t he 
M i s h n a h i t o c c u r s a l m o s t 600 t i m e s i n t h e t e c h n i c a l sense of a 
heave-o f fe r ing , t h a t is a specif ic p o r t i o n of t h e ha rves t (one 
fo r t i e th t o o n e e i g h t i e t h ) w h i c h h a d to be g i v e n to t h e p r ies t s , i n 
a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e r u l e s i n t h e t r ac ta t e of t h e s a m e n a m e . 6 4 

H o w e v e r , i n t h i s i n s t a n c e it is speci f ied as a n o f fe r ing of the 
t e m p l e c h a m b e r , t h a t is t h e ha l f sheke l o f fe r ing w h i c h is desc r ibed 
as terumah t h r o u g h o u t t h e t r a c t a t e S h e k a l i m (cf. e .g. M.Shek 2:If; 
3:1). U n d e r l y i n g t h e l e g i s l a t i o n is t h e idea t h a t o n c e a t h i n g is 
d e d i c a t e d to t h e t e m p l e i t is be l i eved to p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e h o l i n e s s 
of t h e t e m p l e itself a n d so c a n n o t be p u t t o p r o f a n e use . T h u s a n y 
t e r m i n a v o w t h a t c o u l d c o n c e i v a b l y a p p l y to t h e t e m p l e h a d to be 
i n t e r p r e t e d s t r ic t ly u n l e s s o t h e r w i s e speci f ied , b u t i n t h e case of 
t h e G a l i l e a n s ' u s e of terumah n o s u c h reference to t h e t e m p l e 
c o u l d be a r g u e d b e c a u s e of t h e i r i g n o r a n c e of t h e terumbth for t h e 
t e m p l e c h a m b e r . W h a t is t h e l i k e l i h o o d a n d c i r c u m s t a n c e s of 
s u c h G a l i l e a n i g n o r a n c e i n t he p re -70 C .E . days? 

T a n n a i t i c t r a d i t i o n l i n k e d t h e ha l f sheke l o f fe r ing t h a t every 
a d u l t m a l e J e w w a s e x p e c t e d to p a y to t h e t e m p l e a n n u a l l y for t he 
p r o v i s i o n of t h e d a i l y sacrif ices (M.Shek 4:1-4) w i t h t h e a r r a n g e 
m e n t of Ex 30:11-16 w h e r e Moses is c o m m a n d e d to t ake a half 
sheke l o f fe r ing f r o m t h e I s rae l i tes o n m a k i n g a c e n s u s of t he 
p e o p l e a n d u s e t h e m o n e y for t h e service of t h e t en t of m e e t i n g , ' t o 
m a k e a t o n e m e n t for yourselves*(p.Shek 1,46a, b.Meg 29b; M.Shek 
2:4). N e h e m i a h ' s a r r a n g e m e n t for t h e r e s to red c o m m u n i t y t h a t 
e a c h w o u l d g ive o n e t h i r d of a sheke l for t h e service of t h e L o r d ' s 



The Galileans and the Temple 279 

h o u s e (Neh 10:33f) is g e n e r a l l y seen as t h e r e - e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t h e 
Mosaic o rd inance , the d iscrepancy in the a m o u n t s b e i n g var ious ly 
e x p l a i n e d . Yet t he re a re p r o b l e m s a b o u t d r a w i n g s u c h a d i rec t 
l i ne be tween t h e p a s s a g e s i n Ex a n d Neh a n d t h e p r a c t i c e i n N e w 
T e s t a m e n t t imes , e spec ia l ly w h e n o n e e x a m i n e s t h e ev idence for 
the la ter p e r i o d . 6 5 F o r o n e t h i n g , it is c lear f r o m t h e c o n t e x t t h a t 
N e h e m i a h is n o t r e - a c t i v a t i n g a n o l d o r d i n a n c e , b u t r a t h e r i n t r o 
d u c i n g a n e w o n e , w h i c h m a y h a v e b e e n d u e to t h e fact t h a t t h e 
earlier decrees of Da r iu s (Es 6:8ff) a n d Ar taxerxes (Es 7:12ff) to the 
effect tha t the Pers ian a d m i n i s t r a t i o n w o u l d mee t the t e m p l e costs, 
were ei ther t empora ry o r i n a d e q u a t e . Yet, a p p a r e n t l y the Seleucids 
were p r e p a r e d to accep t s i m i l a r r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s for t he J e r u s a l e m 
cu l t la ter (Ant 12:138ff; 2 Mace 3:3 cf. 1 Mace 10 :40) . 6 6 A g a i n s t t h i s 
b a c k g r o u n d it is s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t t he r e is n o m e n t i o n of t he ha l f 
sheke l o f fe r ing in d o c u m e n t s t h a t reflect t h e P e r s i a n a n d ear ly 
he l l en i s t i c p e r i o d , s u c h as Tob 1:6-8; 2 Chron 31 o r Jub 13:26£. I t is 
o n l y in t he sources f rom t h e R o m a n p e r i o d t h a t t h e o b l i g a t i o n is 
p r e s u m e d : J o s e p h u s , Ant 3:194-6; War 7:218; P h i l o , DeLeg. Spec. 
1:78; Mt 17:24. It is th i s ev idence t h a t h a s led J . L i v e r to c o n c l u d e 
t h a t the i n s t i t u t i o n of t h e ha l f sheke l o f f e r ing m u s t be d a t e d to 
R o m a n t imes , a n d h e f inds s u p p o r t for t h i s c o n c l u s i o n i n t h e 
Megillath Ta'anit, w h i c h dec la res t h a t t he r e is to be n o f a s t i ng 
b e t w e e n t h e first a n d e i g h t h of N i s a n , d u r i n g w h i c h t i m e ' t h e 
da i ly o f fe r ing w a s e s t a b l i s h e d ' . 6 7 T h e o l d H e b r e w scholion o n th i s 
tells of a d i v i s i o n b e t w e e n t h e B o e t h u s i a n s a n d t h e Sages o n 
w h e t h e r the sacrifices were to be p rov ided by the w h o l e c o m m u n i t y 
o r by p r i v a t e i n d i v i d u a l s . T h e Sages w e r e i n favor of t h e sacrif ices 
b e i n g p r o v i d e d for by t h e w h o l e c o m m u n i t y f rom the t e m p l e 
c h a m b e r : 

' a n d w h e n they h a d g a i n e d m a s t e r y over t h e m ( the 
B o e t h u s i a n s ) they fixed the r e g u l a t i o n t h a t a l l I s rael 
w o u l d p a y the i r sheke l s a n d d e p o s i t t h e m i n t h e t e m p l e 
c h a m b e r , a n d a l l t he of fer ings w o u l d be p r o v i d e d by t h e 
c o m m u n i t y ' . 6 8 

A c c o r d i n g to t h i s ev idence , the ha l f sheke l o f fe r ing as a r e g u l a t i o n 
for a l l Israel is to be d a t e d to t h e P h a r i s a i c c o n t r o l of t he c o u n c i l , 
poss ib ly d u r i n g t h e r e i g n of S o l o m e A l e x a n d r a (cf. Ant 13:408-10). 

Before d e c i d i n g t h a t t h e G a l i l e a n s ' i g n o r a n c e of t h e t e m p l e 
terumoth w a s d u e to lack of P h a r i s a i c i n f l u e n c e o n t h e p o p u l a c e 
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t he re , it s h o u l d be n o t e d t h a t a f r a g m e n t f rom Q u m r a n , 4 Q 
Ordinances, d e a l i n g w i t h c u l t i c m a t t e r s a s soc ia t ed w i t h s u c h O l d 
T e s t a m e n t texts as Ez 45 :11 ; Ex 32:20; Dt 23.25f a p p e a r s to a l so 
i n d i c a t e a d e v i a n t a t i t t u d e to t he ha l f sheke l o f fe r ing : 

' t h a t they g a v e every m a n a r a n s o m for h i s s o u l , ha l f 
(a sheke l for a n o f fe r ing to t h e L o r d ) . O n l y o n e ( t ime) 
s h a l l h e g ive it a l l h i s days : t h e sheke l is 20 g e r a h after 
t h e sheke l of t h e s a n c t u a r y (11.6 a n d 7 ) . 6 9 

I t w o u l d a p p e a r t h a t , a c c o r d i n g to t h i s o r d i n a n c e a t least , t he 
Q u m r a n i t e s w e r e o p p o s e d to t he a n n u a l o f fe r ing for sacrifices 
w h i c h they c o n s i d e r e d i l l e g i t i m a t e . Yet i t is d o u b t f u l if w e c a n 
forge l i n k s b e t w e e n t h e a l l e g e d G a l i l e a n i g n o r a n c e of t h e t e m p l e 
terumoth a n d t h e c r i t i ca l s t a n c e of t h e Essenes , s ince t he second 
p a r t of M.Ned 2:4 p r e s u m e s t h a t they a re p r e p a r e d to offer herem 
- d e v o t e d of fe r ings - to t h e t e m p l e , a d i rec t c o n t r a s t to t he 
Essenes ' r e l u c t a n c e , if n o t d o w n r i g h t refusal to d o so . As w e sha l l 
p r e s e n t l y see, t h e G a l i l e a n s f r e q u e n t e d t he t e m p l e a t t he g rea t 
p i l g r i m a g e s a n d it w a s o n these o c c a s i o n s t h a t t h e sheke ls were 
b r o u g h t to t h e t e m p l e c h a m b e r i n f o r m a l p r o c e s s i o n ' w i t h p o m p ' 
(p. Shek\,Abc\). F u r t h e r m o r e a c c o r d i n g to M. Shek 1:3 tables of 
m o n e y - c h a n g e r s w e r e set o u t i n t h e p r o v i n c e s to e n a b l e p e o p l e to 
d i s c h a r g e t h e i r d u t y w i t h T y r i a n c o i n a g e , ' t h e m o n e y of t he 
s a n c t u a r y ' . 7 0 

I t is d i f f icu l t t o c o n c e i v e G a l i l e a n i g n o r a n c e of t he i n s t i t u t i o n 
c o n t i n u i n g for very l o n g o n c e t h e P h a r i s e e s h a d w o n the i r w a y 
w i t h r e g a r d t o a l l I s rae l b e i n g r e s p o n s i b l e . If R a b b i J u d a h ' s 
e x a m p l e h a s a n y r e l e v a n c e for t h e p re -70 p e r i o d it c a n o n l y m e a n 
t h a t t h e G a l i l e a n s d i d n o t obse rve t h e i n s t i t u t i o n w i t h a n y g rea t 
e n t h u s i a s m , a n d t h e r e is ev idence t h a t they w e r e n o t a l o n e i n the i r 
a t t i t u d e s . T h u s R a b b a n J o h a n a n b e n Z a k k a i b e m o a n i n g the fall 
of t h e t e m p l e c h i d e s h i s c o n t e m p o r a r i e s for ( a m o n g o t h e r fa i lures) 
n o t b e i n g p r e p a r e d to p a y t h e ha l f sheke l o f fe r ing , w h i l e a t t h e 
s a m e t i m e p a y i n g fifty sheke l s to t h e g o v e r n m e n t of t h e e n e m y 
(Mek Ex 19 :1) . 7 1 T h i s c r i t i q u e takes o n a spec ia l r e l evance for 
G a l i l e e i n t h e l i g h t of t h e J o h a n a n ' s we l l k n o w n g e n e r a l c h a r g e of 
t h e p r o v i n c e ' s n e g l e c t of t o r a h , to be d i scussed i n t he n e x t c h a p t e r . 
F o r t h e p r e s e n t i t is suf f ic ient to t en ta t ive ly c o n c l u d e t h a t G a l i l e a n 
i g n o r a n c e of t h e t e m p l e terumoth, if i t is a g e n u i n e r eco l l ec t ion 
of t h e p e r i o d of t h e s e c o n d t e m p l e , does n o t h a v e to be u n d e r s t o o d 
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as a c r i t i q u e of t h e t e m p l e as s u c h , b u t m e r e l y a n a c c e p t a n c e of t h e 
S a d d u c a e a n r a t h e r t h a n t h e P h a r i s a i c p o s i t i o n o n t h e m a t t e r of 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for t h e ha l f sheke l o f fe r ing . T h e i r a t t i t u d e c a n be 
i n t e r p r e t e d as conse rva t i ve r a t h e r t h a n neg l ec t fu l , r e f l ec t ing a 
refusal to a d o p t n e w ideas i n r e l i g i o n a n y m o r e t h a n i n o t h e r 
w a l k s of life, i n l i n e w i t h p e a s a n t a t t i t u d e s e v e r y w h e r e . P e r h a p s 
t o o t h e p r o d u c e of t h e l a n d r a t h e r t h a n m o n e y , e spec i a l l y T y r i a n 
m o n e y , w a s for these r u r a l p e o p l e a m o r e f i t t i n g s y m b o l of t h e i r 
w o r s h i p of Y a h w e h . 

(ii) The Galileans and the Tithes. 

J o s e p h u s , a t t h e b e g i n n i n g of Life s tresses t h e fact t h a t h e is a 
d e s c e n d e n t of o n e of t h e fo r emos t p r i e s t l y f ami l i e s , as r e c o r d e d i n 
the p u b l i c reg is te rs w h i c h k e p t a s t r i n g e n t c h e c k o n m e m b e r s h i p 
of s u c h a p r i v i l e g e d class w i t h i n a h i e r o c r a c y . T h e s i g n i f i c a n c e of 
th i s i n t r o d u c t i o n e m e r g e s w h e n la te r i n t h e s a m e w o r k h e tel ls u s 
t h a t h e refused t h e t i thes w h i c h t h e G a l i l e a n s b r o u g h t t o h i m , 
even t h o u g h 'they were his due as a priest* (dXX' ovde r d s 
b<t>ei\oiJ,evas IAOI cos lepel deKaras aTrekajjifiavov Traparcbv KO/U£6VTO)V 

Life 80). I n t h i s m a g n a n i m o u s g e s t u r e h e c o n t r a s t s h i m s e l f t o 
h i s t w o c o m p a n i o n s , J o a z a r a n d J u d a s , w h o w e r e a l s o p r i e s t s a n d 
before r e t u r n i n g to J e r u s a l e m a m a s s e d a l a r g e s u m of m o n e y f rom 
the t i thes w h i c h they a c c e p t e d as t he i r d u e (evToprjaavres TTOW&V 

XPyp>cLTG>v €K TCOVSedojuevcov aureus Se/carco^, Life 63) . T h e fact t h a t 
these two c o m p a n i o n s a re n o t m e n t i o n e d a t a l l i n the War a ccoun t , 
as we l l as t h e w h o l e a p o l o g e t i c t o n e of Life h a s c a u s e d s o m e 
scep t i c i sm a b o u t these u t t e r a n c e s . C e r t a i n l y t h e i m m e d i a t e 
c o n t e x t of h i s r e m a r k s seems to be t h a t of self-defense a g a i n s t 
specif ic c h a r g e s m a d e a g a i n s t h i m by J u s t u s , a n d so h e prefaces 
h i s r e s p o n s e w i t h a n e x a m p l e of h i s m a g n a n i m i t y a n d selfless
n e s s . 7 2 F o r o u r p r e s e n t p u r p o s e s , t h e s i g n i f i c a n t a s p e c t of t h e 
r e m a r k is t he s u p p o s i t i o n of J o s e p h u s ( a n d p r e s u m a b l y J u s t u s , if 
h e is b e i n g d i rec t ly add res sed he re ) t h a t t h e G a l i l e a n s w o u l d h a v e 
n o h e s i t a t i o n i n p a y i n g t h e t i thes to J e r u s a l e m p r i e s t s . A s i m i l a r 
a t t a c h m e n t by t h e G a l i l e a n s to p r i e s t s f r o m J e r u s a l e m is fu r the r 
p r e s u p p o s e d i n t h e d e l e g a t i o n s u b s e q u e n t l y s en t t o r e m o v e 
J o s e p h u s : they a r e t o ld to a s c e r t a i n w h e t h e r o r n o t G a l i l e a n 
loyal ty t o J o s e p h u s w a s d u e to t h e fact t h a t h e w a s a p r i e s t , a n d t o 
a s su re t h e m t h a t t w o of t he i r n u m b e r w e r e a l s o p r i e s t s (Life 198). 
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T h i s a t t i t u d e of t h e G a l i l e a n s r e g a r d i n g p r ies t ly r i g h t s to t h e 
t i t h e of fer ings is a l l t h e m o r e s t r i k i n g i n v iew of t h e fact t h a t a 
le t ter w r i t t e n to t h e m e n of U p p e r a n d L o w e r G a l i l e e , by R a b b i 
S i m e o n b e n G a m a l i e l a n d R a b b a n J o h a n a n b e n Z a k k a i , a l m o s t 
c o n t e m p o r a n e o u s l y w i t h t h e J o s e p h u s e p i s o d e , gives a r a t h e r 
d i f ferent i m p r e s s i o n : ' L e t i t be k n o w n to y o u t h a t t h e f o u r t h year 
h a s a r r ived , b u t s t i l l t h e sacred p r o d u c e (O^DBHBTTp) h a s n o t 
b e e n r e m o v e d . B u t n o w m a k e h a s t e a n d b r i n g t h e o l ive h e a p s , 
for they h i n d e r t h e confes s ion ( ) , a n d it is n o t w e w h o h a v e 
b e g u n to w r i t e t o y o u , b u t o u r fa thers to y o u r f a t h e r s / T h e t o n e 
of th i s let ter , m o r e severe t h a n t h a t of a n ea r l i e r o n e w r i t t e n by 
R a b b a n G a m a l i e l I, to t h e m e n of L o w e r G a l i l e e r e m i n d i n g t h e m 
t h a t ' t h e t i m e of r e m o v a l h a d c o m e to r e m o v e t h e t i thes f rom the 
o l i ve h e a p s ' , as we l l as t h e a p p e a l to t r a d i t i o n 'for so o u r fa thers 
w r o t e t o y o u r f a the r s ' , w o u l d seem to s u g g e s t t h a t G a l i l e a n 
o b s e r v a n c e of t h e t i t h i n g l a w s w a s less t h a n sa t is factory, a t least 
by t h e s t a n d a r d s of t h e J e r u s a l e m sages . W e sha l l e x a m i n e the 
de ta i l s of t h i s le t ter l a t e r , 7 3 b u t for n o w it is suff ic ient to n o t e t h a t 
t h e r e is q u e s t i o n of t h e G a l i l e a n s m a k i n g h a s t e to b r i n g ( I t^HD) 
t h e sac red p r o d u c e to J e r u s a l e m . C lea r ly , w e a re d e a l i n g w i t h a 
c o m p l e x s i t u a t i o n i n v o l v i n g c o u n t r y - ci ty t e n s i o n s , a n d before 
d r a w i n g c o n c l u s i o n s f rom these p ieces of i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a r d i n g 
t h e G a l i l e a n r e l i g i o u s a t t i t u d e s w e m u s t a t t e m p t to s i t ua t e t h e m 
w i t h i n t h e l a rge r c o n t e x t of c o n t e m p o r a r y d e v e l o p m e n t s con 
c e r n i n g t h e t i t h i n g l a w s . 

T h e D e u t e r o n o m i c c e n t r a l i z a t i o n m a r k e d t h e b e g i n n i n g of far-
r e a c h i n g c h a n g e s for t h e c u l t i c i n s t i t u t i o n s of I s rae l . H e n c e f o r t h , 
a l l t h e of fe r ings for c u l t i c m i n i s t e r s w e r e to be b r o u g h t to 
J e r u s a l e m (Dt 12:6; 14:22f; 18:1-6), t he r eby i n c r e a s i n g t h e econ
o m i c s t r e n g t h of t h e t e m p l e c le rgy a n d i m p o v e r i s h i n g t h e c o u n t r y 
p r i e s t s , even t h o u g h t e c h n i c a l l y they t o o w e r e e n t i t l e d to pa r t i c i 
p a t e i n t h e t e m p l e services a n d c o u l d s h a r e i n t h e offer ings ( D M 8 : 
6-8). H o w e v e r , t h e r e p e a t e d a d m o n i t i o n to t ake ca re of t h e Lev i t e 
i n y o u r m i d s t ' w h o h a s n o i n h e r i t a n c e w i t h y o u ' a n d the l i n k i n g 
of h i m w i t h t h e s t r a n g e r , t h e fa ther less a n d t h e w i d o w is a m p l e 
t e s t i m o n y of t h e h a r d s h i p m a n y c o u n t r y p r i e s t s e x p e r i e n c e d 
(Dt 12:12.18f; 14:27-29; 26:13). T h e t h i r d a n d s i x t h years were 
d e s i g n a t e d for t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n of t h e t i t hes t o t h e loca l p o o r , a n d 
t h i s is a f u r t h e r i n d i c a t i o n of t h e soc ia l u p h e a v a l c a u s e d by the 
r e f o r m (Dt 14:22-29; 26 .12-15) . 7 4 T h e p o s t - e x i l i c s i t u a t i o n reflects 
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fu r the r c h a n g e s . T h e Levi tes h a d e x p e r i e n c e d a loss of c u l t i c r a n k 
o n the r e t u r n f rom B a b y l o n , as e v i d e n c e d i n Ez 4 4 : 6 - 3 1 , 7 5 a n d 
th i s w a s ref lected i n the i r soc ia l c o n d i t i o n , for N e h e m i a h f o u n d 
t h a t they h a d h a d to a b a n d o n t h e t e m p l e a l t o g e t h e r b e c a u s e t h e 
t i thes , t he i r o n l y s o u r c e of i n c o m e , w e r e n o l o n g e r g i v e n to t h e m 
(Neh 13:5). N e h e m i a h r e g u l a t e d for t h i s s i t u a t i o n - first f ru i ts 
we re for t h e p r i e s t s a n d t h e t i thes w e r e to g o to t h e Lev i t es 
(Neh 10:36-38a) w h o h a d to g ive a t i t h e of t h i s t i t h e to t h e p r i es t s 
(Neh 18:26), b u t by t h e s e c o n d c e n t u r y B . C . E . s u c h w r i t i n g s as 
Sir (7:31f; 3 2 : 1 0 f ; 4 5 : 2 0 f ) , / u d s * / i ( l k ^ 
/ Mace (3:46-54) a n d P s . Hecataeus (c i ted i n Against Apion 1:188), 
k n o w o n l y of t i t hes for t h e p r i e s t s , w i t h n o m e n t i o n of t h e Lev i t e s 
a t a l l . 7 6 A fu r the r d e v e l o p m e n t i n t he t i t h i n g l a w s is t h e e m e r g e n c e 
of a s e c o n d t i t he , w h i c h t h e o w n e r h imse l f is t o p a r t a k e of i n 
J e r u s a l e m (M.Ma'as Sch 5:2-5) - a p p a r e n t l y t h e c o m b i n a t i o n of 
the o n e m e a l t i t h e of Dt 14:23 a n d t h e t i t h e for t h e L e v i t e of Nm 
1 8 : 2 1 . 7 7 Yet a fu r the r a d d i t i o n is ref lected i n t h e A l e x a n d r i n e a n d 
V a t i c a n ve r s ions of Tobit 1:6-8 w h i c h h a s a t h i r d t i t he , t h a t of t h e 
p o o r m a n in t h e t h i r d a n d s i x t h years , t he r eby c a u s i n g i n c r e a s e d 
h a r d s h i p for s m a l l l a n d o w n e r s of t h e R o m a n p e r i o d . 7 8 E v e n m o r e 
r e m a r k a b l e is t he fact t h a t t h i s t h i r d t i t h e for t h e p o o r m a n w a s to 
be d i s c h a r g e d i n J e r u s a l e m , g i v e n t h e fact t h a t i n Dt i t w a s o r i g i n 
a l ly c o n n e c t e d w i t h t he loca l p o o r . 

T h i s survey of t h e s i t u a t i o n i n r e g a r d to t i t h i n g i n d i c a t e s t h a t 
m a t t e r s we re by n o m e a n s s t ab le i n t h e G r e c o - R o m a n p e r i o d a n d 
o n e suspec t s t h a t soc ia l a n d e c o n o m i c t e n s i o n s of c i t y - c o u n t r y 
a n d r i c h - p o o r w e r e o p e r a t i v e . T h u s t h e p u r e l y r e l i g i o u s s ign i f i 
c a n c e of t h e t i t hes w a s l ike ly to be d i s r e g a r d e d o r r e l e g a t e d t o a 
s econda ry ro l e , s o m e t h i n g t h a t v a r i o u s h a l a c h i c p r e s c r i p t i o n s 
a l so sugges t . O n e c a n de tec t t w o di f ferent c o n c e r n s i n v o l v e d . O n 
the o n e h a n d , t h e w i t h h o l d i n g of t h e t i t he s m e a n t a loss of r e v e n u e 
for t h e p r i es t s a n d p e n u r y for t h e lesser c le rgy a n d Lev i t e s . A t t h e 
s a m e t i m e the n o n - o b s e r v a n c e of t h e t i t h e g a v e r i se , i n t h e v i ew of 
t he scr ibes , t o d ^ m a i - p r o d u c e , t h a t is n o t c e r t a i n l y t i t h e d , a n d th i s 
e n d a n g e r e d t h e p u r i t y of t h e haberim w h o h a d u n d e r t a k e n to l ive 
the i r l ives i n r i t u a l p u r i t y . W e s h a l l defer u n t i l t h e n e x t c h a p t e r a 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h e G a l i l e a n s ' p e r f o r m a n c e o n t h a t score i n t h e 
eyes of t he J e r u s a l e m sages . H e r e w e w i s h t o c o n s i d e r t h e i r a t t i 
t u d e to t h e t i thes as a n e x p r e s s i o n of t h e i r c o n c e r n for t h e t e m p l e , 
c o n s c i o u s t h a t t h e s a m e o b l i g a t i o n m a y be v i e w e d i n very d i f ferent 



284 GALILEE FROM ALEXANDER T H E GREAT T O HADRIAN 

l i g h t by t h o s e w h o d i s c h a r g e it a n d by t h o s e w h o s t a n d to benef i t 
f r o m its d i s c h a r g e . 

W e a r e best i n f o r m e d a b o u t t h e t i t h i n g s i t u a t i o n for t h e 
i m m e d i a t e p re -70 p e r i o d . J o s e p h u s tel ls u s t h a t d u r i n g t h e h i g h 
p r i e s t h o o d of I s h m a e l s o n of P h a b i (59 C.E.) a n d la ter t h a t of 
A n a n i a s , t h e s e rvan t s of t h e a r i s t o c r a t i c p r i e s t s w e n t to t h e 
t h r e s h i n g f loors t o co l lec t t h e t i thes , u s i n g force a g a i n s t t h e loca l 
p e o p l e w h e r e necessa ry a n d a l l o w i n g t h e lesser p r i e s t s to s tarve to 
d e a t h (Ant 20:181.206i;b.Ket 105b). T h i s p r e s u p p o s e s a s i t u a t i o n 
i n w h i c h t h e c le rgy t hemse lve s a r e d i v i d e d o n t h e bas is of socia l 
s t a t u s a n d access to t h e s o u r c e of w e a l t h , a n d t h e c o u n t r y p e o p l e 
a r e r e l u c t a n t t o p a y t h e t i thes a t a l l , o r p o s s i b l y w i s h to r e t a i n 
t h e m for t h e loca l p r i e s t , as w a s t h e i r r i g h t a c c o r d i n g to t h e 
halakhah (M. Betzah 1:6; T.Peah 4:7). A baraita i n b o t h T a l m u d s 
fills o u t t h i s p i c t u r e fu r the r : J o h a n a n t h e h i g h p r i e s t w h o 
a m o n g o t h e r t h i n g s d i d a w a y w i t h ' t h e avowal* in t he m i s h n a h 
u n d e r d i s c u s s i o n (MMa'as Sch 5:15; MSot 9:15) is sa id to h a v e 
s en t i n s p e c t o r s t h r o u g h t h e c o u n t r y a n d f o u n d t h a t w h i l e t he 
s e p a r a t i o n of t he terumah for t h e p r i e s t w a s s epa ra t ed , n e i t h e r t h e 
t i t h e for t h e L e v i t e n o r t h e s e c o n d t i t h e w a s observed . H e 
a c c o r d i n g l y dec reed t h a t t h e first a n d s e c o n d t i thes be sepa ra t ed , 
t h e f o r m e r b e i n g g i v e n to a loca l p r i e s t a n d t h e la t t e r d i s c h a r g e d 
in J e r u s a l e m (b.Sot 48a; p.Sot 9, 24a ) . 7 9 T h e fact t ha t the abo l i t ion 
of t h e a v o w a l h a s b e e n d a t e d by di f ferent s c h o l a r s to t he r e i g n of 
J o h n H y r c a n u s I, t h a t of H y r c a n u s I I , o r t h e i m m e d i a t e p re -70 
C . E . p e r i o d - a l l w i t h s o m e r e a s o n - is i n d i c a t i v e of t h e o n g o i n g 
t e n s i o n s t h a t ex i s t ed i n t h e H a s m o n a e a n s ta te a n d thereaf ter 
b e t w e e n s ecu l a r taxes a n d r e l i g i o u s o b l i g a t i o n s as these i m p i n g e d 
o n t h e o r d i n a r y p e o p l e . 8 0 I n i n c r e a s i n g n u m b e r s t h e l a n d e d 
a r i s toc racy w e r e t hemse lve s p r i e s t s a n d u n d o u b t e d l y th i s r a i sed 
t h e q u e s t i o n of w h y they s h o u l d be p a i d a s e c o n d t i m e for t h e 
p r o d u c e of t h e so i l . F o r G a l i l e a n s t h e b r i n g i n g of t i thes to 
J e r u s a l e m m u s t h a v e c rea ted a p a r t i c u l a r h a r d s h i p a n d t h a t w a s 
w h y f r o m i ts i n c e p t i o n i t w a s p o s s i b l e t o r e d e e m t h e s e c o n d t i t h e 
a n d s p e n d t h e m o n e y i n J e r u s a l e m (Dt 14:24f). 

H o w a r e w e to e v a l u a t e t h e G a l i l e a n a t t i t u d e s i n t he l i g h t of 
t h i s s i t u a t i o n ? In so fa r as w e c a n tel l , G a l i l e e d i d n o t h a v e m a n y 
l o w e r c lass p r i e s t s o r Lev i t e s i n t h e p re -70 p e r i o d , a n d so w a s 
s p a r e d t h e soc ia l t e n s i o n s of J u d a e a , a fact w e n o t e d ear l i e r i n 
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contras t ing the revolut ionary e thos of b o t h p rov inces . 8 1 Apparen t ly , 
J o s e p h u s ' a n d h i s c o l l e a g u e s ' c l a i m s to t h e t i thes w e r e n o t 
q u e s t i o n e d a n d w e a r e ju s t i f i ed i n a s k i n g if t h i s w a s b e c a u s e t h e 
G a l i l e a n c o u n t r y p e o p l e h a d l o n g been a c c u s t o m e d to p a y i n g t h e 
t i thes to a r i s t oc r a t i c p r i es t s w i t h i n t h e p r o v i n c e . P e r h a p s ' t h e 
w i l l i n g n e s s ' of t h e G a l i l e a n s w a s J o s e p h u s ' vay of c o v e r i n g u p 
the e x t o r t i o n i s t p rac t i ces of t h e a r i s t oc r a t i c p r i e s t ly fami l i es of 
w h i c h h e w a s a l l t o o we l l a w a r e . W e h a v e m e t p r i e s t ly a r i s t oc r a t i c 
l a n d o w n e r s i n S e p p h o r i s a l r eady , J o s e p h b e n I l l e m b e i n g a 
pos s ib l e e x a m p l e i n t h e t i m e of H e r o d t h e G r e a t ( T . Yoma 1,4; 
p. Yoma l ,38d; b Yoma 1 2 b ; A n t 1 7 : 1 6 6 f ) . I n A g a i n s t A p i o n 2 : \ 8 7 
J o s e p h u s descr ibes t h e f u n c t i o n of t h e p r i e s t s i n J u d a i s m i n 
essen t ia l ly s ecu l a r a n d civi l t e r m s a n d t h a t w a s h i s o w n r o l e i n 
G a l i l e e a l s o . 8 2 P r e s u m a b l y t h e n , t h e re fe rence t o r e l i g i o u s d u e s 
w a s s i m p l y for t h e ed i f i ca t ion of h i s r eade r s , b u t for t h o s e w h o 
received t h e m t h e t i t hes h a d ceased to h a v e a n y rea l r e l i g i o u s 
s ign i f i cance . 

W h a t were t h e rea l fee l ings of t he G a l i l e a n s ? T h e le t ters f rom 
the J e r u s a l e m sages s eem to s u g g e s t s o m e l ax i ty o n t h e i r p a r t , a n d 
p r e s u m a b l y t h e f o r m e r w e r e w r i t i n g i n t he i r c a p a c i t y as s p o k e s 
m e n for t he c o u n c i l of t h e t heoc racy a n d n o t j u s t as P h a r i s a i c 
scr ibes c o n c e r n e d a b o u t demai p r o d u c e for t h e haberim, t h o u g h 
of c o u r s e th i s t o o w a s n o t e x c l u d e d , o n c e t h e P h a r i s e e s h a d t a k e n 
effective c o n t r o l of t h e n a t i o n a l halakhah - s o m e t h i n g t h a t w a s t o 
e m e r g e m o r e s h a r p l y i n t h e p o s t - 7 0 s i t u a t i o n . 8 3 T h e ea r l i e r le t ter 
of G a m a l i e l I s p e a k s of t h e t i m e of r e m o v a l h a v i n g c o m e ' t o b r i n g 
o u t the t i t hes ' . I n v i ew of t h e fact t h a t a t h i r d s i m i l a r le t te r f r o m 
h i m to t h e m e n of t h e ex i l e s p e a k s of i n t e r c a l a t i n g a m o n t h 
because t h e s p r i n g t i m e h a d n o t yet a r r ived , i t is d o u b t f u l if w e c a n 
r ead f rom th i s e x p r e s s i o n a l o n e l ax i ty o n t h e p a r t of t h e G a l i l e a n s 
a n d t h e m e n of t h e S o u t h ( t he addressees of t h e s e c o n d le t ter ) , 
t h o u g h u n d o u b t e d l y t h e r e m i n d e r w a s a t i m e l y o n e . F a r m e r s h a v e 
never been a n x i o u s to p a r t w i t h t he i r p r o d u c e ! By c o n t r a s t , t h e 
s econd let ter f rom S i m e o n a n d J o h a n a n s p e a k s of t h e f o u r t h year 
h a v i n g c o m e a n d t h a t t h e de l ay of t h e G a l i l e a n s is h i n d e r i n g t h e 
confess ion (^VTin cf. Dt 26:13). T h e p r o b l e m a p p a r e n t l y h a d 
been a p e r e n n i a l o n e s ince ea r l i e r r e m o n s t r a t i o n s of a s i m i l a r 
n a t u r e a r e referred to . T h e fact t h a t t h e con fe s s io n is h i n d e r e d 
reca l l s t h e decree of J o h a n a n t h e p r i e s t a b o l i s h i n g t h e con fe s s ion , 
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a n d o n e c a n o n l y s u r m i s e t h a t if t h i s ac t is t o be d a t e d to a n ear ly 
t i m e , i t h a d b e e n r e s t o r e d o n c e P h a r i s a i c c o n t r o l of t he c o u n c i l 
h a d b e e n effected. M e n t i o n of t h e a r r iva l of t h e f o u r t h year m i g h t 
s u g g e s t t h a t t h e G a l i l e a n s ' l ax i ty referred o n l y to t h e p o o r m a n ' s 
t i t h e w h i c h w a s d u e i n t h e t h i r d a n d s i x t h years . As d i scussed th i s 
t o o h a d t e n d e d to be c e n t e r e d o n J e r u s a l e m t h o u g h o r i g i n a l l y 
i n t e n d e d for t h e loca l p o o r a n d o n e c o u l d eas i ly s y m p a t h i z e w i t h 
G a l i l e a n r e l u c t a n c e , g i v e n soc ia l a n d e c o n o m i c c o n d i t i o n s i n t h e 
h o m e l a n d . H o w e v e r , t h e a v o w a l o r confess ion covered t h e d is 
c h a r g e , n o t j u s t of t h e p o o r m a n ' s t i t he , b u t of a l l t h e t i t h i n g 
o b l i g a t i o n s a p p a r e n t l y (MMa'as Sch 5:10), so t h a t t h e G a l i l e a n s 
a r e b e i n g a c c u s e d of a g e n e r a l l ax i ty . C o u l d it be t h a t t h e res tora
t i o n of t h e a v o w a l o r con fe s s ion i n J e r u s a l e m - t h e G a l i l e a n s a re 
asked to h u r r y a n d 'bring* ( l N ^ H l ) t h e o l ives - w a s n o t r ecogn ized 
i n G a l i l e e w h e r e S a d d u c e a n o r p r i e s t ly c u s t o m d o m i n a t e d t he 
r e l i g i o u s life? I n t h a t even t w e w o u l d be faced w i t h a s i t u a t i o n 
s imi l a r to t ha t w h i c h o b t a i n e d i n regard to the half shekel offering, 
a n d w e c a n u n d e r s t a n d w h y o n t h e o n e h a n d t i thes a re d i s c h a r g e d 
i n t h e p r o v i n c e t o p r i e s t ly a r i s toc racy e i t he r n a t i v e o r sen t f rom 
J e r u s a l e m , l ike J o s e p h u s a n d h i s c o m p a n i o n s , a n d a t t he s a m e 
t i m e w h y t h e P h a r i s a i c sages i n c o n t r o l of t h e c o u n c i l a r e less t h a n 
p l e a s e d w i t h t h e s i t u a t i o n . H o w e v e r , i t s h o u l d be n o t e d t h a t the 
G a l i l e a n s a r e n o di f ferent f o r m o t h e r p a r t s of t h e c o u n t r y s ince , as 
m e n t i o n e d , a s i m i l a r ep i s t l e w a s sen t to t h e m e n of t h e S o u t h . 
U n d o u b t e d l y , w e a re d e a l i n g w i t h p rac t i ces w h i c h a r e seen r a t h e r 
di f ferent ly f r o m t h e cen te r a n d t h e p e r i p h e r y of J e w i s h life, a n d it 
w o u l d be r a s h t o c o n c l u d e t h a t t h e G a l i l e a n s w e r e less t h a n 
a t t a c h e d to t h e t e m p l e a n d w h a t i t s t o o d for j u s t because social 
a n d e c o n o m i c c o n s i d e r a t i o n s n o t of t he i r m a k i n g h a d d e t e r m i n e d 
the i r t i t h i n g h a b i t s . 

T h e a v a i l a b l e ev idence h a s necess i t a t ed f o c u s i n g o n the 
i m m e d i a t e p r e -70 s i t u a t i o n , b u t it s eems l e g i t i m a t e to sugges t 
t h a t a s i m i l a r s i t u a t i o n m u s t h a v e o b t a i n e d ever s ince Ga l i l e e ' s 
i n c o r p o r a t i o n i n t o t h e J e w i s h s ta te a n d t h e e m e r g e n c e of a n a t i v e 
l a n d o w n i n g a r i s toc racy . T o b i t , a p i o u s G a l i l e a n J e w , c l a i m e d to 
be a l o n e of a l l h i s t r ibe ( N a p h t a l i ) i n g o i n g to J e r u s a l e m for the 
feasts, b r i n g i n g t h e p r o p e r of fe r ings (Tobit 1:6-8), b u t g i v e n t h e 
d i d a c t i c p u r p o s e of t h e w o r k i t is d i f f icul t t o dec ide h o w rep re 
s e n t a t i v e h e is of G a l i l e a n J e w s of t h e ea r ly h e l l e n i s t i c p e r i o d . 
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T h e w o r d i n g of t h e decree of C a e s a r i n favor i n H y r c a n u s I I 
sugges t s t h a t i n h i s day a t least , if n o t ea r l i e r , t h e t i t hes w e r e 
c o n t r o l l e d by t h e H a s m o n a e a n a r i s toc racy : ' t hey s h a l l a l s o p a y 
t i thes to H y r c a n u s a n d h i s s o n s j u s t as they p a i d to t h e i r fore
fa thers ' (Ant 14:203). T h e fall of J e r u s a l e m w a s o b v i o u s l y a 
se r ious b l o w to a l l s e g m e n t s of t h e J e w i s h p e o p l e w h o h a d p u t 
the i r h o p e s i n t h e t e m p l e , i n c l u d i n g t h e G a l i l e a n s , for w h o m it 
offered a focal p o i n t of t he i r loya l t i e s a n d a s y m b o l of i d e n t i t y 
t h r o u g h c e n t u r i e s of l i v i n g o n t h e f r inges of J e w i s h socie ty a n d 
s u r r o u n d e d by a p a g a n life-style. H o w e v e r , o n c e t h e t e m p l e n o 
l o n g e r s t o o d a n d w i t h t h e i n c r e a s e d e c o n o m i c b u r d e n s of t h e 
revol t a n d its a f t e r m a t h , t h e t i t hes w e r e n o t a b l e t o ca r ry w h a t e v e r 
re l ig ious w e i g h t they h a d previous ly re ta ined for c o u n t r y p e o p l e . 8 4 

I t m a y be t h a t for a t i m e a t least s o m e m o r e d e v o u t s o u l s c o n t i n u e d 
w i t h t he p i l g r i m a g e to t h e t e m p l e m o u n t , for w e h e a r of a d e b a t e 
be tween R a b b i s M e i r a n d J u d a h c o n c e r n i n g t h e p e r s o n a l u se of 
g o o d s for t i t h i n g o n t h e j o u r n e y to J e r u s a l e m f rom G a l i l e e 
(M.Ma'as 2:3). H o w e v e r , s u c h d e v o t i o n w a s o n l y t o be e x p e c t e d 
f rom t h e m o r e fervent J e w s a n d it is n o t s u r p r i s i n g to f ind t h e l a w s 
of t i t h i n g obse rved by t h e fo l lowers of Ba r C o c h b a a l s o . 8 5 L i k e 
wise w e h e a r t h a t t h e haberim i n G a l i l e e p r e p a r e d t h e i r o f fe r ings 
in p u r i t y , h o p i n g t h a t E l i j a h w o u l d s h o w h o w to b r i n g t h e m 
unde f i l ed to J e r u s a l e m (b.Hag 24b; b.Nid 6 a ) . B u t t h i s w a s i n 
s ta rk c o n t r a s t to t h e m a j o r i t y , w h o w e s h a l l see, m e r i t e d f r o m t h e 
sages t h e u n c o m p l i m e n t a r y e p i t h e t 'am ha-'aretz b e c a u s e of t h e i r 
fa i lu re to obse rve a m o n g o t h e r t h i n g s , t h e t i t h i n g l a w s . Ye t t h i s 
' n e g l i g e n c e ' i n t h e pos t -70 p e r i o d c a n n o t b e i n t e r p r e t e d as d i s 
r e g a r d for t h e t e m p l e o r i ts i n s t i t u t i o n s in t h e ea r l i e r p e r i o d i n 
v iew of t h e e c o n o m i c a n d soc ia l a spec t s of t h e t i t h e w h i c h w e h a v e 
been c o n s i d e r i n g . 

(iii) The Galileans and the Pilgrimage to Jerusalem. 

' T h r e e t i m e s a year a l l t h e m a l e s sha l l a p p e a r before t h e L o r d 
G o d ' (Ex 23:17; Dt 16:16). O u r task is to e v a l u a t e t h e i m p o r t a n c e 
G a l i l e a n J e w s a t t a c h e d to t h i s D e u t e r o n o m i c c o m m a n d m e n t of 
t he cen t ra l i zed cu l t . As w e s h a l l see t h e r e is p l e n t y of ev idence i n 
o u r sources - T a l m u d i c , J o s e p h u s a n d N e w T e s t a m e n t - t o 
sugges t t h a t G a l i l e a n s d i d t ake it se r ious ly , b u t t h e r e is n o g r e a t 



288 GALILEE FROM ALEXANDER T H E GREAT T O HADRIAN 

a g r e e m e n t o n t h e w a y t h e p i l g r i m a g e affected t h e l ives of t h e 
p r o v i n c i a l s o r t h e s p i r i t i n w h i c h t h e o b l i g a t i o n w a s ca r r i ed o u t . 
J o s e p h u s (War 6:423f; cf .T Pes 4 :3; b.Pes 64b) a n d P h i l o (DeLeg 
Spec 1,69) m e n t i o n h u g e c r o w d s , b u t t h e f o r m e r m a k e s it c lear 
t h a t h e w a s s p e a k i n g of a n e x c e p t i o n a l year , a n d t h e la t te r ' s 
s t a t e m e n t s reflect t h e idea l r a t h e r t h a n a c t u a l p rac t i ce . V a r i o u s 
r e g u l a t i o n s i n r a b b i n i c l i t e r a t u r e i n d i c a t e t h a t n o t a l l d e v o u t J e w s 
m a d e t h e p i l g r i m a g e o n every o c c a s i o n , a fact t h a t is a t tes ted for 
G a l i l e e a l s o w h e n w e h e a r t h a t i n J u d a e a w o r k c o n t i n u e d u n t i l 
m i d d a y of t h e 14th of N i s a n - t h e eve of Pas sove r - w h e r e a s in 
G a l i l e e they d i d n o t w o r k a t a l l t h a t day , a n d t h e s c h o o l of 
S h a m m a i even p r o h i b i t e d w o r k o n t h e n i g h t before (M.Pes 4:6). I t 
a p p e a r s t h a t t h e c o m m a n d m e n t w a s o n e of t h o s e i m m e a s u r a b l e 
o b l i g a t i o n s m e n t i o n e d a t M.Peah 1:1, t h a t is, e ach p e r s o n ful
f i l led t h e o b l i g a t i o n as best h e c o u l d . 

I n r a b b i n i c sou rces it is t h e s p i r i t u a l a spec t of t h e vis i t to 
J e r u s a l e m t h a t is p a r t i c u l a r l y s t ressed a n d t he re c a n be n o d o u b t 
t h a t i t w a s t h e o c c a s i o n for t h e e x p r e s s i o n of g r ea t p e r s o n a l p ie ty 
for m a n y J e w s , e spec ia l ly t h o s e f rom the D i a s p o r a . 8 6 O n t h e o t h e r 
h a n d J o s e p h u s seems to stress t h e soc ia l a n d p o l i t i c a l ro l e of t h e 
p i l g r i m a g e - e spec ia l ly for G a l i l e a n J e w s , so t h a t n a t u r a l l y o u r 
a t t e n t i o n is focused o n h i s ev idence r a t h e r t h a n t h e m o r e ideal ized 
a n d f o r m a l d e s c r i p t i o n s of t h e r a b b i s . I n p a r t i c u l a r w e m u s t p a y 
a t t e n t i o n to t h e v i o l e n c e t h a t c o u l d e r u p t o n s u c h o c c a s i o n s a n d 
a t t e m p t t o e v a l u a t e its p o s s i b l e r e l i g i o u s s i gn i f i c ance in t he l i g h t 
of o u r ea r l i e r d i s c u s s i o n s . 

T h e first s u c h e p i s o d e t o o k p l a c e o n t h e d e a t h of H e r o d t h e 
G r e a t i n 4 B . C . E . D u r i n g t h e feast of P a s s o v e r w h e n m a n y p e o p l e 
w e r e g a t h e r e d i n J e r u s a l e m f rom t h e c o u n t r y a n d t h e D i a s p o r a -
G a l i l e a n s a r e n o t exp l i c i t l y m e n t i o n e d - s y m p a t h i z e r s of t h e 
Pha r i s a i c scholars , J u d a s a n d M a t t h i a s w h o m H e r o d h a d executed 
(Ant 17:149-167), b e g a n to e l ic i t s u p p o r t for t h e cause of t h e d e a d 
s c h o l a r s f rom t h e c o u n t r y p e o p l e by m o u r n i n g i n t he t e m p l e 
c o u r t . A r c h e l a u s i n t e r v e n e d lest t h e w h o l e c r o w d be infec ted w i t h 
t h i s f a n a t i c i s m a n d th i s led to v io l ence b e t w e e n t h e t r o o p s a n d 
t h e p e o p l e . E v e n t u a l l y A r c h e l a u s s u s p e n d e d t h e festival 
a l t o g e t h e r after s l a u g h t e r i n g 3,000 of t h e p i l g r i m s (Ant 17:213-18; 
War 2:8-13). H o w e v e r , t h e very n e x t feast, t h a t of P e n t e c o s t of t h e 
s a m e year , s aw i n c r e a s e d c r o w d s f rom t h e c o u n t r y p re sen t , ' n o t 
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mere ly because of t h e r e l i g i o u s o b s e r v a n c e s b u t a l s o b e c a u s e they 
re sen ted t he reckless i n s o l e n c e of S a b i n i u s ' , t h e t e m p o r a r y R o m a n 
p r o c u r a t o r left i n J e r u s a l e m to p rese rve t h e p e a c e w h i l e A r c h e l a u s 
a n d A n t i p a s w e r e d e b a t i n g t he i r r e spec t ive cases i n R o m e . O n th i s 
o c c a s i o n J o s e p h u s does m e n t i o n t h e p l ace s of o r i g i n of t h e 
p i l g r i m s - G a l i l e e , I d u m a e a , J e r i c h o , P e r a e a a n d b e y o n d t h e 
J o r d a n - w i t h t h o s e f rom J u d a e a itself b e i n g t h e m o s t m i l i t a n t . 
A p p a r e n t l y they o r g a n i z e d t hemse lves for b a t t l e a n d f o r m i n g 
th ree d iv i s i ons , enc i r c l ed t h e R o m a n s i n t h e t e m p l e a rea . T h e r e 
w a s s l a u g h t e r o n a l l s ides a n d t h e t e m p l e p o r t i c o e s w e r e set o n 
fire. I n t he s t r u g g l e t h a t f o l l o w e d t h e R o m a n s t o o k p o s s e s s i o n of 
the t e m p l e c h a m b e r a n d ca r r i ed off t h e d e d i c a t o r y of fe r ings 
( p r e s u m a b l y t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n s f rom t h e ha l f sheke l o f fe r ing) , 
w h i c h i n c e n s e d t h e J e w s fu r the r . 

I n a t t e m p t i n g to i so la te t h e v a r i o u s a spec t s of t h i s e p i s o d e o n e 
is s t ruck by t h e fact t h a t i t w a s J e r u s a l e m J e w s , a n d m o r e p rec i se ly 
P h a r i s a i c s u p p o r t e r s of J u d a s a n d M a t t h i a s t h a t w e r e t h e p r i m e 
i n s t i ga to r s . T h e n u m e r i c a l p r e s e n c e of t h e c o u n t r y p i l g r i m s w a s 
ce r t a in ly a n i n c e n t i v e , b u t t he War as d i s t i n c t f r o m Ant, a c c o u n t 
sugges t s t h a t they h a d a l r eady b e g u n t h e i r p r o t e s t s even before t h e 
fes t iva l . 8 7 T h e fact t h a t l a te r t h e J e r u s a l e m i t e s a t t e m p t t o b l a m e 
the c o u n t r y p e o p l e for t h e t r o u b l e is a n a t u r a l r e a c t i o n , g i v e n t h e i r 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s , b u t c a n n o t d i s g u i s e w h o t h e rea l l eaders w e r e 
(Ant 17:293). If w e a re cor rec t i n s u g g e s t i n g t h a t t h e G a l i l e a n s 
d i d n o t p a y t h e ha l f sheke l o f fe r ing as p r e s c r i b e d by t h e P h a r i s e e s , 
w e c a n a s s u m e t h a t they w o u l d h a v e b e e n less o f fended by t h e 
R o m a n se izure of these . J o s e p h u s m e n t i o n s t h a t g r ea t e r c r o w d s 
c a m e for P e n t e c o s t t h a n for Passover , a n d t h a t m a n y of t h e m d i d 
n o t h a v e p a r t i c u l a r r e l i g i o u s m o t i v a t i o n . If t h i s is a c c u r a t e i t 
w o u l d sugges t t h a t s o m e c o u l d g o o n t h e p i l g r i m a g e for a l l k i n d s 
of r e a s o n s o t h e r t h a n p u r e l y r e l i g i o u s o n e s - soc ia l , p o l i t i c a l , 
even e c o n o m i c - a n d t h a t is o n l y as w e m i g h t expec t . W e h a v e 
a l ready a r g u e d t h a t t h e s u b s e q u e n t d i s t u r b a n c e i n G a l i l e e u n d e r 
J u d a s s o n of H e z e k i a h d i d n o t h a v e a w i d e s p r e a d p o p u l a r s u p 
p o r t i n t h e p r o v i n c e , a n d w e m i g h t s u s p e c t t h a t J u d a s ' des i re for 
k i n g l y r u l e w o u l d h a v e b e e n f r o w n e d o n by t h e P h a r i s a i c g r o u p 
w h o were at t he center of the re l ig ious d i s tu rbances in J e r u s a l e m . 8 8 

I n o t h e r w o r d s , w h i l e t h e G a l i l e a n p i l g r i m s m a y we l l h a v e b e e n 
t o u c h e d by the a t t i t u d e s c u r r e n t i n J e r u s a l e m d u r i n g these t w o 
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feasts even to t h e p o i n t of b e c o m i n g e m b r o i l e d i n t h e h a p p e n i n g s , 
t h e r e does n o t s eem to h a v e been a n y g rea t ca r ryover w h e n they 
r e t u r n e d to t h e p r o v i n c e - e i t h e r i n r e s i s t i ng J u d a s ' a t t e m p t , if 
i n d e e d w e a re cor rec t i n s u r m i s i n g t h a t t h e P h a r i s a i c g r o u p w o u l d 
h a v e been o p p o s e d t o it o n r e l i g i o u s g r o u n d s , o r a l t e rna t ive ly , by 
t h r o w i n g i n t he i r lo t w i t h h i m in a m a s s u p r i s i n g a g a i n s t fore ign 
r u l e . G i v e n t h e p r o v o c a t i o n of h a v i n g a sacred festival s u s p e n d e d , 
t h e of fer ings conf i sca ted a n d p r o b a b l y s o m e of the i r p e o p l e 
m u r d e r e d , o n e c a n o n l y be s t r u c k by t h e pass iv i ty of G a l i l e a n 
r e l i g i o u s a f f i l i a t ion , h o w e v e r m u c h t h e o c c a s i o n of t h e festival 
w a s u s e d by m o r e r a d i c a l e l e m e n t s t o foster n a t i o n a l s e n t i m e n t s 
ba sed o n t h e c o m m o n fa i th i n Y a h w e h , g iver of t h e l a n d , w h i c h 
a l l t h e p i l g r i m s sha r ed . 

N o d o u b t i t is i n t h i s p e r s p e c t i v e t h a t w e s h o u l d see t h e e p i s o d e 
of t h e G a l i l e a n s w h o s e b l o o d P i l a t e m i n g l e d w i t h t he i r sacrifices, 
t o w h i c h L u k e a l l u d e s (Lk 13:1). I t w o u l d be u n w a r r a n t e d to 
r e a d i n t o t h e e p i s o d e a G a l i l e a n r e v o l u t i o n a r y i d e o l o g y g i v i n g 
v e n t t o i ts r a d i c a l v i ews o n t h e o c c a s i o n of t h e t e m p l e p i l g r i m a g e , 
g i v e n t h e u n d i s c r i m i n a t i n g h a n d l i n g of a l l d i s t u r b a n c e s by t h e 
R o m a n s , b u t i t w o u l d be e q u a l l y o n e - s i d e d to i g n o r e t h a t t h e 
p i l g r i m a g e d i d o c c a s i o n d i s p l a y s of i n d e p e n d e n c e , a n d so m u s t be 
seen as a p o w e r f u l l y evoca t ive s y m b o l for a l l J e w s , even if t he 
effects d i d n o t a l w a y s su rv ive t h e r e t u r n j o u r n e y to t h e p r o v i n c e s 
o r t h e D i a s p o r a . B o t h J o s e p h u s (Ant 20:105-12; War 2:224f,280f) 
a n d t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t (Mt 26:5; Mk 14:2; c f . L * 23:25; Jn 18:3) 
i n d i c a t e t h e p o s s i b i l i t y of t u m u l t , a n d t h e e x t r e m e c a u t i o n of 
R o m a n a n d J e w i s h officials o n t h e o c c a s i o n of t h e J e w i s h 
n a t i o n a l fest ivals . U n d o u b t e d l y , a g i t a t o r s w e r e a b l e to e x p l o i t 
s u c h o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o t h e full as c a n b e seen f rom t h e p e r i o d of t h e 
r evo l t (cf. Ant 20:208f; War 2:425f), yet t h e g e n u i n e feel ings of 
c o m m u n i t y , as w e l l as t h e m e m o r y of t h e m i g h t y deeds of Y a h w e h 
i n t h e p a s t o n beha l f of h i s p e o p l e w h i c h t h e c u l t i c r e - e n a c t m e n t 
evoked , m u s t h a v e s t i r r ed t h e e m o t i o n s of t h e c o m m o n p e o p l e . 
F o r a brief p e r i o d a t least , a l l a l i ke , r i c h a n d p o o r , ci ty a n d c o u n t r y 
w e r e s u p p o s e d l y u n i t e d i n a c o m m o n r e l i g i o u s e x p e r i e n c e a n d in 
s u c h a f rank a t m o s p h e r e severe cr i t ic ism of p r eva i l i ng incongru i t i es 
c a n be expec t ed . T h u s J e s u s ' c l e a n s i n g of t h e t e m p l e (Mk 11:1 -11) 
a n d h i s s u b s e q u e n t c o n d e m n a t i o n for h a v i n g s p o k e n a g a i n s t i t 
(Mk 14:58) c a n b e v i e w e d i n t h e l i g h t of t h e fest ival ' s e x p e c t a t i o n s 
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a n d t e n s ions . A p p a r e n t l y , t h i s p r o p h e t i c a c t i o n a n d w o r d w e r e 
seen by the J e r u s a l e m i t e s as a d i rec t a t t a c k by a c o u n t r y o u t s i d e r 
o n t h e c h e r i s h e d s o u r c e of t h e i r p r o s p e r i t y . 8 9 P e r h a p s a l so , b e i n g 
a w a y f rom t h e r e s t r a i n i n g i n f l u e n c e s of h o m e c o u l d h a v e b e e n a 
factor i n c o u n t r y p e o p l e s h e d d i n g t h e i r e s sen t i a l ly c o n s e r v a t i v e 
b e h a v i o r w h i l e i n J e r u s a l e m , o n l y to rever t to a m o r e c a u t i o u s 
p a t t e r n s u b s e q u e n t l y . . . . T h e r e is n o s h o r t a g e of feasible e x p l a n 
a t i o n s for w h a t a p p e a r s as a n u n d o u b t e d fact - t h e p i l g r i m a g e t o 
J e r u s a l e m d i d h a v e very de f in i t e r e l i g i o u s a n d n a t i o n a l i m p l i c a 
t i ons for G a l i l e a n , as w e l l as o t h e r c o u n t r y J e w s . I n t h e case of t h e 
G a l i l e a n s , h o w e v e r , t h i s m o o d does n o t s eem t o h a v e pe r s i s t ed a t 
h o m e , a t least for t h e vas t m a j o r i t y of t h e p i l g r i m p o p u l a t i o n . 

A n o t h e r fea ture of t h e p i l g r i m a g e w h i c h t h e a c c o u n t s of 
J o s e p h u s h i g h l i g h t is t h a t i t h e l p e d to s h a r p e n t h e a n t a g o n i s m 
b e t w e e n t h e G a l i l e a n s a n d t h e S a m a r i t a n s . L u k e tel ls u s t h a t t h e 
S a m a r i t a n vil lagers w o u l d n o t accept Jesus because h i s face was set 
to g o to J e r u s a l e m (Lk 9:53), a n d Jn 4:9.20f reflects a s i m i l a r 
c u l t i c o p p o s i t i o n b e t w e e n G e r i z i m a n d J e r u s a l e m . D e s p i t e t h e 
a c c e p t a n c e of t h e Zeus c u l t a t t h e f o r m e r cen te r - o r p o s s i b l y 
because of i t - t h e S a m a r i t a n r e l i g i o n c o n t i n u e d u n i m p e d e d t h e r e 
a n d th i s led to t h e f ina l b r e a k w i t h J u d a i s m . T h e d e s t r u c t i o n of 
the i r t e m p l e by J o h n H y r c a n u s i n 128 B .C .E . m u s t h a v e c a u s e d a 
d e e p seated b i t t e rness b e t w e e n t h e t w o c o m m u n i t i e s t h a t p l a y e d 
itself o u t i n t h e hos t i l i t i e s t o w a r d s J e r u s a l e m - b o u n d p i l g r i m s as 
reflected b o t h i n t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t a n d J o s e p h u s . T h e very fact 
of h a v i n g to face p h y s i c a l d a n g e r as p a r t of t h e p i l g r i m a g e e x p e r i 
ence m u s t h a v e h e i g h t e n e d t h e G a l i l e a n a w a r e n e s s of t h e i r o w n 
r e l i g i o u s i d e n t i t y a n d c e m e n t e d t he i r l oya l ty t o t h e J e r u s a l e m 
t e m p l e , even if t h e J e r u s a l e m i t e a r i s toc racy d i d n o t a l w a y s 
a p p r e c i a t e s u c h a t t a c h m e n t . O n t h e o c c a s i o n of t h e d i s t u r b a n c e s 
of 52 C.E. for e x a m p l e , w e h e a r t h a t t h e m a g i s t r a t e s of J e r u s a l e m 
e x h o r t e d t he p o p u l a c e n o t to b r i n g d e s t r u c t i o n o n t h e m s e l v e s by 
a v e n g i n g t h e b l o o d of a s i n g l e G a l i l e a n (War 2:237). A t t h e s a m e 
t i m e t h e G a l i l e a n s w e r e n o t m a d e t o feel o u t s i d e r s i n t h e J e r u 
s a l e m cu l t , as w a s t h e case w i t h t h e S a m a r i t a n s w h o w e r e e q u i p a -
r a t ed to G e n t i l e s (M. Shek 1:5). T h u s c i t y / c o u n t r y soc ia l t e n s i o n s , 
d i d n o t o b l i t e r a t e s o m e sense of c o m m u n i t y w i t h i n a c o m m o n 
r e l i g i o u s fa i th , a t leas t d u r i n g t h e fest ivals . A c c o r d i n g l y t h e 
c o u n t e r - t e m p l e m o v e m e n t of t h e S a m a r i t a n p r o p h e t w h o led h i s 
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c o u n t r y fo l lowers t o M t . G e r i z i m o n t h e p r o m i s e of f i n d i n g for 
t h e m t h e h i d d e n t e m p l e vessels (Ant 18:85-9) w o n n o s u p p o r t 
a m o n g G a l i l e a n p e a s a n t s , n o r d i d P i l a t e ' s b r u t a l h a n d l i n g of t h e 
affair, o n a p a r w i t h h i s t r e a t m e n t of t h e i r o w n k i n s m e n in 
J e r u s a l e m , forge b o n d s a g a i n s t t h e c o m m o n o p p r e s s o r . T h e J e r u 
s a l e m t e m p l e r e m a i n e d t h e focus of t h e G a l i l e a n s ' loya l ty t o t h e 
e n d . 

I t is p r e s u m a b l y i n t h i s l i g h t t h a t w e m u s t u n d e r s t a n d t h e f l igh t 
of v a r i o u s G a l i l e a n J e w s to J e r u s a l e m d u r i n g t h e g r e a t revol t -
J o h n of G i s c h a l a a n d h i s fo l lowers , t h e 2,000 T i b e r i a n s referred 
to i n Life 354 a n d t h e refugees f rom T a b o r (War 4:61). H o w e v e r , 
o u r p r e v i o u s d i s c u s s i o n s a b o u t t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y e t h o s of t h e 
p r o v i n c e as w e l l as t h e p r o g r e s s of t h e r evo l t t he re sugges t s 
c a u t i o n i n c a t e g o r i z i n g t h e w h o l e G a l i l e a n p o p u l a c e as i n s p i r e d 
w i t h zeal for t h e t e m p l e . F o r o n e t h i n g m a n y d i d n o t even a t t e m p t 
to flee t o J e r u s a l e m , b u t t u r n e d to s u c h loca l ' n o n - r e l i g i o u s ' 
cen te r s as T a r i c h a e a e , J o t a p a t a , G a m a l a a n d T i b e r i a s i n the i r 
des i re t o e s c a p e t h e R o m a n s ' w r a t h . N o t a l l c a n h a v e been fired 
w i t h r e l i g i o - a p o c a l y p t i c beliefs a b o u t s a l v a t i o n i n J e r u s a l e m , 
p r o p h e c i e s of w h i c h w e r e rife a m o n g t h e p e o p l e a c c o r d i n g to 
J o s e p h u s (War 6:285-7.310-15). As a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d , J o s e p h u s ' 
b l a c k e n i n g of J o h n i n t h e War a c c o u n t l ies b e h i n d h i s d e s c r i p t i o n 
of t h e avvrayixa T&V Takikaluv a n d t he i r evi l deeds i n J e r u s a l e m 
(War 4:558-60), e spec ia l ly t he i r l eade r ' s d i s r e g a r d for t h e h o l i n e s s 
of t h e t e m p l e a n d t h e p u r i t y l a w s ( W a r 5:36f. 100-2.563-5; 7:263f) . 9 0 

If J o h n w a s n o Zea lo t , n e i t h e r w a s h e a to t a l ly i r r e l i g i o u s m a n as 
h i s ear l ier contac t s w i t h S i m o n b e n G a m a l i e l suggest . It is doubt fu l , 
h o w e v e r , if h i s e v e n t u a l f l i gh t t o J e r u s a l e m c a n be i n t e r p r e t e d as 
t h e e x p r e s s i o n of a n e x t r e m e h o p e i n t h e t e m p l e a n d t h e expec t ed 
s a l v a t i o n the re . T h w a r t e d of h i s a m b i t i o n s i n G a l i l e e h e m a y h a v e 
h o p e d for m o r e success i n h i s des i re for p o w e r i n J e r u s a l e m g iven 
h i s o l d a s s o c i a t i o n s i n t h e city (War 4:126f), d e s p i t e t h e fact t h a t 
J o s e p h u s h a s h i m dec l a r e t h a t ' h e h imse l f c o u l d never fear c a p t u r e 
s ince t h e ci ty w a s G o d ' s ' (War 6:99. cf. War 5:564). I t is d i f f icul t to 
d i f fe ren t i a te fact a n d f ic t ion i n t h i s p i c t u r e , n o t o n l y because of 
J o s e p h u s ' b i a s , b u t a l s o b e c a u s e of t h e a p p a r e n t a m b i v a l e n c e of 
J o h n ' s cha rac t e r . H o w e v e r , i t is suff ic ient for o u r p u r p o s e s to 
n o t e , t h a t even s h o u l d w e a c c e p t J o s e p h u s ' n u m b e r s of t hose 
G a l i l e a n s w h o c a m e to J e r u s a l e m , a n d w e r e t o a l l o w t h a t J o h n 



The Galileans and the Temple 293 

s h a r e d Zealo t i d e o l o g y a b o u t t h e t e m p l e , h e is s t i l l u n r e p r e s e n t a 
tive of t he G a l i l e a n a t t i t u d e s as a w h o l e . I n o t h e r w o r d s , t h e 
p r e d o m i n a n t loya l ty t o t h e J e r u s a l e m t e m p l e a m o n g G a l i l e a n 
J e w s was rea l i s t i c r a t h e r t h a n a p o c a l y p t i c a n d r a d i c a l , n o m a t t e r 
h o w m u c h o c c a s i o n a l i n d i c a t i o n s of m o r e d r a m a t i c o u t b u r s t s 
d u r i n g p i l g r i m a g e s m i g h t s u g g e s t t h e c o n t r a r y . 

H I 
T H E N A T U R E O F G A L I L E A N L O Y A L T Y T O 

T H E T E M P L E 

W e h a v e b e e n a t t e m p t i n g t o p e n e t r a t e G a l i l e a n r e l i g i o u s 
loyal t ies to t h e t e m p l e by e x a m i n i n g t h e a v a i l a b l e e v i d e n c e f rom 
the pe r spec t ive of h o w t h e t e m p l e a n d i ts i n s t i t u t i o n s r e l a t e d t o 
t h e everyday life of G a l i l e e . W e h a v e d i s cove red w h a t m i g h t 
a p p e a r to be a s u r p r i s i n g loya l ty i n t h e first c e n t u r y C .E . w h e n 
the sources a r e m o r e i n f o r m a t i v e , yet insofa r as c a n be j u d g e d t h i s 
w a s n o t s o m e t h i n g n e w for G a l i l e a n J e w s , b u t p r e - d a t e s o u r 
p e r i o d , p r e s u m a b l y f rom J o s i a h ' s r e f o r m , a n d expresses itself a l s o 
in t he fa i lu re t o a t t r ac t of a l t e r n a t i v e p a g a n o r syncre t i s t i c c u l t 
centers nea r e r h o m e . T h e fact t h a t t h e G a l i l e a n s m a y n o t h a v e 
fo l lowed P h a r i s a i c r e g u l a t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g t h e ha l f sheke l 
of fe r ing a n d d o n o t a p p e a r t o h a v e been t o o s c r u p u l o u s i n r e g a r d 
to t i t h i n g c a n n o t be i n t e r p r e t e d e i t h e r as a t o t a l l a ck of in t e res t i n 
t h e t e m p l e o r as t h e c r i t i q u e of a s u b - g r o u p , s u c h as t h e Essenes , 
w h o s e e x t r e m e loya l ty to t h e idea l of t h e t e m p l e m a d e t h e m cr i t i 
cal of t he e x i s t i n g i n s t i t u t i o n . I t w o u l d a p p e a r t h a t t h e vas t 
m a j o r i t y of t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of t h e p r o v i n c e d i d n o t s h a r e a p o c a 
lyp t i c v i s i ona ry ideas a b o u t e i t he r J e r u s a l e m o r t h e t e m p l e , s u c h 
as we re c u r r e n t i n c e r t a in circles , a t leas t o n t h e e v i d e n c e of t he i r 
b e h a v i o u r d u r i n g t h e g r e a t revol t , yet t h e r e is n o d e n y i n g t h a t t h e 
p i l g r i m a g e s d i d f u n c t i o n as a n e m o t i o n a l o u t l e t for deeply- fe l t 
loyal t ies t h a t m a y h a v e been a l l t h e m o r e i n t e n s e b e c a u s e of t h e 
re la t ive i s o l a t i o n a n d s e p a r a t i o n of r u r a l G a l i l e a n life. 

I n a t t e m p t i n g to e v a l u a t e t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e of t h i s a t t a c h m e n t , 
w h i c h w a s very s t r o n g , yet r ea l i s t i c r a t h e r t h a n f ana t i ca l , o n e 
o b v i o u s factor is t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t e m p l e a n d l a n d . S u c h 
ear ly pos t - ex i l i c p r o p h e t s a s H a g g a i (l:9ff; 2:14ff) a n d Z e c h a r i a h 
(14:17) u s e d t h e m o t i v e s of p r o d u c t i v i t y of t h e so i l a n d t h e f r eedom 
f rom d r o u g h t to e n c o u r a g e t h e r e b u i d i n g of t h e s e c o n d t e m p l e , 
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a n d u n d o u b t e d l y c o u n t r y p e o p l e , r a t h e r t h a n t h e r e t u r n e d exi les 
w e r e m a i n l y r e s p o n s i b l e for t h e w o r k . S u c h ideas w e r e l ikely to 
h a v e r e m a i n e d c o n s t a n t a m o n g c o u n t r y p e o p l e , a n d it w a s he re 
t h a t t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e of t h e e x i s t i n g t e m p l e lay for t h e m . T h e i r 
a t t a c h m e n t w a s b a s e d o n t h e belief t h a t t h e G o d of t h e t e m p l e in 
J e r u s a l e m w a s t h e o n e w h o p r o v i d e d t h e m w i t h t h e necessi t ies 
of life f rom t h e l a n d , a n d fa i thfu l w o r s h i p of h i m w a s therefore of 
p a r a m o u n t i m p o r t a n c e . T h i s e x p l a i n s w h y , d u r i n g t h e affair of 
C a l i g u l a ' s s t a tue , t h e p e a s a n t s refused to s o w the i r c r o p s as l o n g 
as a n y t h r e a t c o n t i n u e d to t h e sove re ign ty of t he i r G o d in J e r u 
s a l e m (War 2:200). T h e fact t h a t P e t r o n i u s c o n f r o n t e d t h e 
c o u n t r y p e o p l e o n t h e i s sue n e a r P t o l e m a i s a n d a g a i n a t T i b e r i a s 
(cf. Ant 18:269ff) s u g g e s t s t h a t these ideas w e r e h e l d s t r o n g l y by 
G a l i l e a n p e a s a n t s , a n d s i gn i f i c an t l y t h e r e is n o t h r e a t of v io l ence 
o r a r m e d re s i s t ance . C o u l d it be t h e n t h a t t h i s is t h e ne rve cen te r of 
G a l i l e a n a t t a c h m e n t t o t h e t e m p l e a n d does th i s e x p l a i n the i r 
f a i th fu lness t o t h e p i l g r i m a g e as l o n g as i t s tood? 

T h i s c o n c l u s i o n m i g h t n o t a p p e a r very l ike ly i n v iew of t h e 
a p p a r e n t a p a t h y i n r e g a r d to t h e t i thes a n d t e m p l e terumoth w e 
h a v e e n c o u n t e r e d . H o w e v e r , it s h o u l d be r e m e m b e r e d t h a t t i thes 
w e r e o n l y o n e of t h e several o f fe r ings f r o m t h e l a n d t h a t t ied 
c o u n t r y p e o p l e t o t h e t e m p l e , a n d as w e h a v e seen, it w a s t h e o n e 
t h a t b e c a m e m o s t eas i ly c o n f u s e d w i t h a c ivi l t ax for t h e a r i s to 
c r a t i c l a n d o w n e r s i n t h e p r e v a i l i n g e c o n o m i c c o n d i t i o n s . T h o s e 
w h o s e l i v e l i h o o d d e p e n d e d o n r e t a i n i n g a t e n u o u s l i n k w i t h t h e 
l a n d w e r e i n n o p o s i t i o n to c h a l l e n g e t h e a r i s toc racy by f o l l o w i n g 
P h a r i s a i c halakhah, as l o n g as the i n s t i t u t i ons of the state suppor t ed 
t h e S a d d u c e a n a r i s toc racy , n o m a t t e r w h a t p o s i t i o n those 
P h a r i s e e s h a d succeeded i n a t t a i n i n g w i t h i n t h e c o u n c i l . T h u s t he 
G a l i l e a n s p a i d t h e i r taxes i n t h e p r o v i n c e , b u t w i t h o u t a t t a c h i n g 
t o o m u c h s i gn i f i c ance to t h e m . W e h a v e n o r e a s o n to d o u b t t h a t 
t h e p i c t u r e of M . Bikk 3:2; M . Ta'an 4:2, p o r t r a y i n g d e v o u t 
c o u n t r y p e o p l e g a t h e r i n g to b r i n g t h e i r o f fe r ings , a l s o a p p l i e d to 
G a l i l e a n J e w s o n c e t h e ma'amadofh sys t em h a d been set u p the re 
(cf .p . Ta'an IV, 69a) . S u c h o c c a s i o n s w o u l d h a v e k e p t a l ive t h e 
sense of Y a h w e h , g ive r of t h e l a n d , n o m a t t e r h o w c o r r u p t t h e 
p r i e s t l y a r i s toc racy h a d b e c o m e o r h o w a l i e n a t e d t h e p e a s a n t s 
m a y h a v e felt f rom t h e m , as c a n be sensed i n t h e G a l i l e a n s ' h a t r e d 
for S e p p h o r i s i n t h e i m m e d i a t e p r e - r evo l t p e r i o d . 
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At the same t ime the G a l i l e a n s d i d n o t share a n y of t he ideologies 
of t he l a n d c u r r e n t i n t h e first c e n t u r y . U n l i k e t h e Essenes w h o 
c o n s i d e r e d the i r ex i l e as ' a t o n e m e n t for t h e l a n d ' (1Q S8:4-7;9:3ff; 
CD 1:16; 8 :1) , 9 1 t h e r e is n o e v i d e n c e t h a t t h e G a l i l e a n s c o n s i d e r e d 
themse lves in r e l i g i o u s ex i l e f rom t h e l a n d of I s rae l , d e s p i t e t h e 
fact t h a t S a m a r i a s e p a r a t e d t h e m f rom the i r t r u e c u l t i c cen te r , a n d 
they were s u r r o u n d e d by G e n t i l e s . W h i l e zeal for T e m p l e a n d 
T o r a h w a s t h e cen te r of t h e Zea lo t s ' p h i l o s o p h y , t h e n o t i o n of t h e 
pur i ty of the l and seems also to have played a pa r t i n their t h i n k i n g . 9 2 

O n c e a g a i n the re is n o i n d i c a t i o n t h a t s u c h r a d i c a l ideas f o u n d 
p a r t i c u l a r l y p o w e r f u l e x p r e s s i o n i n G a l i l e e , even t h o u g h th i s 
m i g h t h a v e been a n t i c i p a t e d . After t h e fall of t h e t e m p l e t h e 
sacredness of t h e l a n d w a s p a r t i c u l a r l y s t ressed by t h e r a b b i s , a n d 
t h e G a l i l e a n s ' refusal to ident i fy w i t h m a n y of t h e s t r i n g e n t r u l e s 
t ha t a t a n ear l i e r p e r i o d h a d b o u n d t e m p l e a n d l a n d t o g e t h e r so 
i n t i m a t e l y , s h o w s t h a t they n o l o n g e r s h a r e d s u c h a sacra l v iew of 
t h e l a n d . 9 3 F o r t h e m t h e l a n d r e p r e s e n t e d theif l i v e l i h o o d a n d w a s 
n o t p r i m a r i l y a s y m b o l of t h e Heilsgeschichte, as w a s t h e case 
w i t h t h e m o r e e x t r e m e e l e m e n t s , a n d w h i l e t h e t e m p l e s u r v i v e d 
they s h o w e d the i r g r a t i t u d e for f ru i t fu lness of t h e e a r t h by g o i n g 
o n p i l g r i m a g e to Y a h w e h ' s s h r i n e a t J e r u s a l e m . T h e fabr ic of life 
in Gal i lee h a d for too l o n g been s h a p e d by non- Is rae l i t e inf luences 
for a n y J e w i s h i deo logy t h a t a t t e m p t e d to stress t h e u n i q u e n e s s of 
Israel to surv ive the re w i t h o u t a v i o l e n t c o n f r o n t a t i o n w i t h o t h e r 
e l e m e n t s i n t h e e t h o s , a n d t h e r e l a t ive p e a c e i n t h e p r o v i n c e w o u l d 
seem to i n d i c a t e t h a t i n fact n o s u c h i d e o l o g y t o o k r o o t the re . W e 
m a y c o n c l u d e t h a t for t h e G a l i l e a n p e a s a n t s t h e J e r u s a l e m t e m p l e 
w a s n o t t h e cen te r of m e s s i a n i c h o p e b u t t h e s o u r c e of t he i r c o n 
f idence in t he o n g o i n g s t r u g g l e for t h e necess i t ies of life, a n d t h i s 
' a t t e n u a t e d ' u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e t e m p l e a n d its s y m b o l i s m m a y 
h a v e been the u l t i m a t e r e a s o n for t he i r c o n t i n u e d fa i th fu lness t o 
t he Y a h w e h s h r i n e t h r o u g h t h e c e n t u r i e s , d e s p i t e t h e v ic i s s i tudes 
of h i s to ry . 

W e m u s t n o t , h o w e v e r , c o n f i n e G a l i l e a n J u d a i s m t o t h e 
p e a s a n t class, n o m a t t e r h o w m u c h t h e s m a l l l a n d o w n e r o r t e n a n t 
fa rmer c o n s t i t u t e d t he b u l k of t h e p o p u l a t i o n the re . W e h a v e 
a l ready seen t h a t f o l l o w i n g t h e H a s m o n a e a n c o n q u e s t s , a J e w i s h 
ar i s tocracy e m e r g e d to r e p l a c e t he i r h e l l e n i s t i c c o u n t e r p a r t s , 
c o m p r i s e d of t h e l a n d l o r d class . A t first c o m m o n fa i th i n Y a h w e h 
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w a s a b l e to c o m p l e t e l y b r i d g e t h e socia l g a p b e t w e e n t h e m a n d the 
p e a s a n t s a n d re l ieve t h e i n e v i t a b l e t e n s i o n s t h a t exis t be tween 
these t w o classes i n a n y a g r a r i a n society. A r a p i d rev iew of events 
w e h a v e covered m o r e t h a n o n c e sugges t s a p a t t e r n of loyal ty to 
t h e t e m p l e b e i n g u s e d by t h e n e w a r i s toc racy as a way of over
c o m i n g t h e soc ia l b a r r i e r a n d of even e x p l o i t i n g t h e l ower class. 
W e f ind G a l i l e a n m o t h e r s p r o t e s t i n g i n t h e t e m p l e (Ant 14:168) 
o n t h e o c c a s i o n of H e r o d ' s m u r d e r of H e z e k i a h , a G a l i l e a n chief, 
t he reby a p p e a l i n g to r e l i g i o u s loya l ty to v i n d i c a t e w h a t w a s 
essen t i a l ly a p o l i t i c a l a n d soc ia l i n ju s t i c e in t h e eyes of t h e o l d 
a r i s toc racy a t t h e h a n d s of t he I d u m a e a n p a r v e n u s . A n t i g o n u s 
m a y h a v e b e g u n h i s s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t H e r o d in G a l i l e e , p a r t l y at 
leas t i n t h e h o p e of e v o k i n g a r e s p o n s e f rom t h e r e l i g i o u s loyal t ies 
of t h e p e a s a n t s , b u t w i t h o u t m u c h success , as w e h a v e seen. E v e n 
w h e n t h e H a s m o n a e a n a r i s toc racy w a s r e p l a c e d by a H e r o d i a n 
o n e , m a t t e r s d o n o t s eem to h a v e c h a n g e d a p p r e c i a b l y , for H e r o d 
s h o w e d h i s a s t u t e p o l i t i c a l sense i n t e r m s of J e w i s h r e l i g i o u s 
s u s c e p t i b i l i t i e s as l o n g as n o t h r e a t to h i s o w n d o m i n a t i o n w a s 
p r e s e n t , as is e x e m p l i f i e d by h i s m a r r i a g e to a H a s m o n a e a n 
p r i n c e s s a n d h i s r e b u i l d i n g p r o g r a m for t h e t e m p l e . W e r e 
J o s e p h b e n I l l e m a n d h i s c o u s i n , t h e h i g h pr ies t , t yp ica l of t he 
n e w n o b i l i t y of G a l i l e e , J e w i s h i n e x t e r n a l s on ly? T h e s u b s e q u e n t 
H e r o d s r e t a i n e d a n in te res t i n t h e h i g h p r i e s t h o o d , w e h a v e seen, 
a n d t h e h i g h p r a i s e for A g r i p p a I i n J e w i s h t r a d i t i o n is a g o o d 
i n d i c a t i o n t h a t o b s e r v a n c e of a n d r ega rd for t he r e l i g i o u s 
p rac t i ces of t h e p e o p l e c o u l d p a y off h a n d s o m e l y i n t e rms of 
p o p u l a r e s teem. P r e s u m a b l y th i s e x p l a i n s A n t i p a s ' p r e sence in 
J e r u s a l e m a t feast t i m e s (Lk 23:7). O n c e h e is s a id to h a v e offered 
sacrif ice t h e r e t o g e t h e r w i t h V i t e l l i u s , t h e R o m a n g e n e r a l , to t h e 
g r e a t d e l i g h t of t h e c r o w d s (Ant 18:122f). A g r i p p a H ' s a p p e a l to 
t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s o n t h e eve of t h e first revol t , even if it is a 
J o s e p h a n c o n s t r u c t i o n , is su re ly typ ica l of ove ra l l s t ra tegy. 

U n d o u b t e d l y s i m i l a r a t t i t u d e s p r e v a i l e d a m o n g the o t h e r 
n o b l e s of t h e p r o v i n c e , n o less a w a r e of t h e soc ia l i m p l i c a t i o n s of 
t h e e x t e r n a l o b s e r v a n c e of t h e i r fa i th in t h e i r r e l a t i o n s w i t h t he 
p e a s a n t s tock of t h e p r o v i n c e . M a n y m a y h a v e l ived i n J e r u s a l e m , 
t he i r a g e n t s c o n d u c t i n g t h e affairs i n G a l i l e e as ce r t a in r a b b i n i c 
i n d i c a t i o n s sugges t , w i t h t h e soc ia l a t t r a c t i o n of t h e m e t r o p o l i s 
b e i n g r ead i ly c l o t h e d in a r e l i g i o u s g a r b for t h e benef i t of t h e 
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c o u n t r y f o l k . T h e r e l i g i o u s p o s t u r i n g of J o s e p h u s as p o r t r a y e d i n 
Life h a s m o r e t h a n a l i t t l e p r o b a b i l i t y w h e n seen i n t h i s p e r s p e c 
tive, as we l l as h i s r e p e a t e d a p p e a l to dpo<t>v\la t o q u i e t e n p a s s i o n s 
t h a t h a d been a r o u s e d by c u l t u r a l a n d soc ia l i n e q u a l i t i e s . T h u s , 
for a r i s toc ra t a n d p e a s a n t a l i k e t h e p i l g r i m a g e as a n e x p r e s s i o n of 
a c o m m o n fa i th c o u l d f u n c t i o n i n very d i f ferent w a y s a n d h a v e 
very different m o t i v a t i o n s w h e n v i e w e d i n t h e l i g h t of t he i r 
respec t ive p o s i t i o n s w i t h i n t h e soc ia l fabr ic of life i n t h e p r o v i n c e . 
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N O T E S F O R C H A P T E R 7 

^Religion as a Cultural System', in Anthropological Approaches to the Study 
of Religion, ed. M. Ban ton, A.S.A. Monograph series, 3, London, 1966, 1-46, 
esp. 3f. 

2R. de Vaux, Ancient Israel, 284-8; cf. Am 7:9; Jer 7:31; 2 Kgs 21:3ff; 23:4ff; Zeph 1:4, 
with reference to the Assyrian cult even in Jerusalem. 

sCf. above, ch. 2, n. 10. 
4Above, n. 2 and Alt, 'Die Umgestaltung Galilaas', G.P. 5, 415-17. 
5I Mace 5, Tob and Jdt are our earliest literary witnesses. 
*G. von Rad, Studies in Deuteronomy, English trans. London, S.C.M. 1953; Noth, 

The History of Israel, 275f; de Vaux, Ancient Israel, 338. 
7 D. Flusser, 'Paganism in Palestine', Compendia, 2, 1065-1100. Cf. especially, 

1070f, on Mekal and Resheph, two Syro-Cahaanite gods who reappear in hellenistic 
Palestine. 

fThus, e.g. Tcherikover, Hellenistic Civilization; Bickerman, Der Gott der Mak-
kabder, and From Esdras to the Last of the Maccabees. 

9Jud. und Hell, esp. 486-503. 
1 0 Thus 1 Mace 1:41 f, apparently supported by Dn ll:37-9a. However, after a 

detailed discussion, Hengel, Jud. und Hell., 516-24, feels that originally there can 
only have been question of a harmless decree of loyalty, linking the worship of 
Zeus Olympius with the ruler cult. 

"Hengel, Jud. und Hell., 538ff, who argues that the desolating sacrilege does not 
mean the introduction of a Greek cult form, but rather the placing over the altar of 
sacrifice of a massebah or sacred stone, a widely circulated cult object in the Syro-
Phoenician realm and corresponding with the form of Zeus worship even on Mt. 
Olympus. 

1 2J. Teixidor, The Pagan God. Popular Religion in the Greco-Roman Near East, 
Princeton Univ. Press, N. Jersey, 1977, 13-17 and passim, basing himself on the 
inscriptions. The Letter of Aristeas, 15f, suggests that such trends were acceptable 
in Diaspora Judaism also. 

liBa'al Shamem is certainly known from Aramaic and Phoenician inscriptions 
of the 10th century and thereafter, and possibly even as early as the 14th century 
B.C.E. yet is also attested in the Palmyra inscriptions of the 2nd-4th centuries C.E., 
where the epithet mr' 'Im' occurs. Teixidor The Pagan God, 28-30, thinks that 
originally this may have been a general name applicable to the head of any pantheon 
considered mainly as a god of rain and vegetation, but developing universal traits 
in the hellenistic period as the Palmyra identification suggests. However, a re
cent survey of the evidence by R.A. Oden jn., 'Ba'alShamem and 'El', CBQ 34(1977) 
457-73, taking account of earlier secondary literature argues that even in the earlier 
inscriptions Ba'al Shamem had a very definite character as head of the pantheon 
and protector of kings, traits which he considers identify him with the Canaanite 
'El rather than the Syrian Hadad or the Philistine Dagon. 

1 4Josephus, Ant 8:144-8; Against Apion l:116ff, citing from a certain Menander 
who is said to have translated the Tyrian records from Phoenician into Greek, claims 
that Hiram, the contemporary of Solomon, built a temple to Zeus Olympios. As Oden 
observes, 'Ba'al', 460, notes 13 and 14, since olympios is often the equivalent for 
ouranos in hellenistic times, most commentators agree that this notice of Joesphus 
refers to Ba'al Shamem. The Umm el-'Ammed inscription is to be dated to the year 
132 B.C.E., according to Teixidor, The Pagan God, 40ff. 

1 5 On inj/Lcros as an epithet for Zeus and the LXX translation for Yahweh cf. W. Ber
tram, TDNT, 8, 614-20; Hengel; Jud. und Hell, 545, notes 243 and 44 with relevant 
literature and sources. 

1 6Heracles is the Greek equivalent for Melqart, and is mentioned with Astarte in 
the Josephan citation, Ant 8:146. Melqart and Astarte appear after Ba'al Shamem in 
an early seventh century B.C.E. treaty between Esharhaddon, the king of Assyria and 
the Ba'alim of Tyre. Cf. Oden, 'Ba'al', 463 and Teixidor, The Pagan God, 34f. 
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1 7For Marisa cf. OGIS 593: 'A7roXX6</>a^s ap£as rdv kv Mapunjt 'LibuvUav and Shech
em, Ant 11:344; 12:257ff. 

1 8 Thus Hengel, Jud. und Hell., 546f, agreeing with Tcherikover, Hellenistic 
Civilization, 182, but against Bickerman, Der Gott der Makkabder, 111-16. 

1 9Teixidor, The Pagan God, 70. 
20Cf. below, n.40. 
2 1 B. Lifshitz, 'Der Kult des Zeus Akraios', ZDPV 77(1961) 186-90. However, the 

reading is disputed as Hengel, Jud. und Hell., 521, n. 174 and 547, n. 248, observes, 
following the critical comments of H. Seyrig, 'Note sur les Cultes des Scythopolis a 
l'e'poque romaine', Syria 39(1962) 207-11. 

2 2 E. Bickerman, 'Un document relatif a la persecution d'Antiochus IV Epiphane', 
RHR 115( 1937) 188-221, has conclusively shown the authenticity of this letter. Their 
temple was without a name and therefore deprived in Greek eyes and the object of 
derision, e.g. Juvenal, Satires, 14:97. Clearly they wished to have their own form of 
Zeus worship, different from the Zeus Olympios of Jerusalem, whether we opt for 
Josephus' Zeus hellenios (Ant 12:261.3) or zenios (2 Mace 6:2). Hengel, Jud. und 
Hell., 536, n. 216, prefers the latter and makes several suggestions as to its origins, 
as e.g. that according to the anonymous Samaritan (Eusebius, Praep. Evang. IX,17.5) 
Abraham &vt,<T6rjv<u at Gerizim. 

2 3R.J. Bull, 'An Archaeological Footnote to "Our Fathers Worshipped on this 
Mountain", Jn iv.20\ NTS 23(1977) 460-2, notes that the ruins of the hellenistic 
temple destroyed by John Hyrcanus would have been visible from Jacob's well in 
the first century C.E. 

24Cf. above, n.17. Bickerman, 'Un document', 204ff, regards the term 'Sidonian' 
as equivalent to 'Phoenician' which in turn stands for 'Canaanite', arguing from 
Gn 10:12 (Canaan is the father of Sidon) and the LXX translation of 'Canaanite' by 
'Phoenician' (Ex 6:15; Jos 5:1.12; Jb 40:30; Is 23:2) as well as 'Sidon' and 'Sidonian' 
by 'Phoenicia' and 'Phoenician' (Dt 3:9). Strabo, Geographica, 16,2.34, says that the 
population of Samaria, Galilee, Jericho and Philadelphia was made up of Egyptian, 
Phoenician and Arabian tribes, while the Jews were descended from the Egyptians. 
Rostovtzeff, SEHHW 3,1536, n. 134, seeks to explain them in relation to the Sidonian 
traders at Marisa, Hengel, Jud. und Hell., 535f, n. 215 sees no contradictions in both 
suggestions: originally they were a trading colony and at the time of crisis the Sa
maritans joined forces with them because of the ancient relationship, real or im
agined, which was a typical feature of the mixing of peoples in hellenistic times. 
On the other hand H. Kippenberg, Gerizim undSynagoge. Traditionsgeschichtliche 
Untersuchungen zur Samaritanischen Religion der aramdischen Periode, Religion-
sgeschichtliche Versuche und Vorarbeiten, 30, Berlin 1970, 74-80, follows M. Delcor, 
'Vom Sichem der hellenistischen Epoche zum Sychar des Neuen Testamentes', 
ZDPV 7(1962) 34-48, esp. 37, in regarding the Sidonians at Shechem as being 
originally a military colony. At all events Hengel's conclusion stands, namely that 
they had influenced the whole Samaritan people rather than constituting a small 
but powerful enclave there. 

2 5Hengel, Jud. und Hell., 162-9, sees the work as an attempt to build a bridge 
between Babylonian and Greek cultures on the basis of biblical traditions. Cf. also, 
Stern, Greek and Latin Writers, 157-64 and B. Wacholder, 'Pseudo-Eupolemus. Two 
Greek Fragments on the Life of Abraham', HUCA 34(1963) 83-113. 

2 6Above, ch. 2, III. 
2 7Above, ch. 2, n. 37. 
2 8 M. Avi-Yonah, 'Mount Carmel and the God of Baalbeck', IEJ 2(1951) 118-24. It 

reads: AH HAIOIIOAEITH KAPMHA12 . 
2 9Cited by Hengel, Jud. und Hell., 474, n. 24, from C. Miiller, Geographica Graeca 

Minora, Paris, 1855-61,1,79. On the Heliopolitan Zeus, one of the best known gods of 
antiquity, cf. A.B. Cook, Zeus. A Study in Ancient Religion, 3 vols., Cambridge 
1914-40, 1, 549ff. 

S 0 Thus Avi-Yonah, 'Mount Carmel', 122; Teixidor, The Pagan God, 53f; Flusser, 
'Paganism', Compendia, 2, 1072f. However, Oden, 'Ba'aV, 470, considers it an 
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unlikely equation, since Hadad as described in the Ugaritic texts does not correspond 
with the usual features of Ba'al Shamem. However, the fact that at Baalbeck at least 
he became identified with the Sun God who gave his name to the city would seem to 
suggest that he could have been identified with Ba'al Shamem, especially if this 
latter title had a certain fluidity about it that allowed it to be used of different gods. 
According to Macrobius, Saturnalia 1,23.10, Hadad was the supreme god of Baalbeck. 

31Cf. M. Avi-Yonah, 'Syrian Gods at Ptolemais-Accho', IEJ 9(1959) 1-12. The fact 
that the gods are called by their Semitic names, as well as the form of the script, 
suggests an early date to the editor. 

32Hist. 2,78. According to Suetonius, Vespasian consulted 'apud Iudaeam Carmeli 
dei oraculum' (Lives, Vespasian 5). The priests of the Ba'al of Carmel in Elijah's 
day also come to mind. According to Macrobius the god of Baalbeck had similar 
oracular powers; cf. Teixidor, The Pagan God, 58f. 

33Cf. Hengel, Jud. und Hell., 548-53 on the universalist ideology of the hellenizers, 
whose abandonment of the particularism of Judaism should not be seen as a sign of 
religious degeneracy, but rather the outcome of philosophical speculations about 
the world that had infiltrated certain levels of Palestinian thinking for some time. 

3 4 Thus Teixidor, The Pagan God, 7ff and Avi-Yonah, 'Syrian Gods', 5ff, who 
contrasts it with the classical Greek conception. The Latin equivalent is propitius. 

3 5Below, ch. 8, III. 
3 6DeVaux, Ancient Israel, 280; Hengel, Jud. und Hell., 474, n. 24; Alt, 'Galilaas 

Verhaltnis', G.P. 4, 404f, n. 4, sees the possibility of a shrine there in hellenistic 
times on the basis of Dt 33:19; Hos 5:1. However no such shrine is mentioned any
where, but according to T.Ros ha-Sh 2:2 it was one of the mountains from which 
flares were sent up to signal the new year. 

3 7For the tradition linking this mountain with the transfiguration of Jesus cf. C. 
Kopp, The Holy Places of the Gospels, English trans. London, 1964, 242-7. 

3 8Above, ch. 4, n. 22. 
3 9Flusser, 'Paganism', Compendia, 2, 1083f, basing himself on the article of A. 

Ovadya, 'Greek Religions in Beth Shean/Scythopolis in the Greco-Roman Period', 
EretzIsrael 12(1975) 116-24 (Hebrew) and paying special attention to the inscriptions. 
Cf. above, n. 21. 

4 0Stern, Greek and Latin Authors, 560, suggests that the link between the god of the 
Jews and Dionysus was due to the latter's identification with Sabazius, a Phrygian 
deity. According to the Roman author of the first century, Valerius Maximius, Jews 
were expelled from Rome for attempting 'to infect the Roman customs with the 
cult of Jupiter Sabazius by the consul for the year 139 B.C.E., Cornelius Hispalus. 
Stern suggests that the epithet Sabbaoth for Yahweh probably facilitated the link, 
op cit, 358f. Even then Scythopolis is the natural place for the linking of Yahweh 
and Dionysus, considering the existing relations between Jews and Gentiles and 
the prominence of the latter god there. 

4 1 Above, ch. 4,1,(ii). There we speculated that since the city never presented the same 
hostile front to Galilean Jews as did Ptolemais, it might have been a possible center 
of attraction for country people from a wider area. 

4 2 0 . Michel, O. Bauernfeind, O. Betz, 'Der Temple der goldenen Kuh. Bemer-
kungen zur Polemik im Spatjudentum', ZNW 48(1957) 197-212, esp. 197, n. 3; 
Aharoni, The Land of the Bible, 29f. 

4 3 Hengel, Jud. und Hell., 264, n. 6 and 481. 
4 4 De Vaux, Ancient Israel, 307f. 
4 5 De Vaux, Ancient Israel, 335; Michel, Bauernfeind, Betz, 'Der Temple der gold

enen Kuh'. 199-202. 
4 6 W. Albright, Archaeology and the Religion of Israel, Baltimore, 1946, 172f. 
47Cf. Ant 8:226 for his addition to / Kgs 12:28, a speech of Jeroboam saying that 

God is everywhere, and so cannot be tied to any one place. 
4 8Above, ch. 3, I. 
4 9 F. Abel, 'Inscriptions de Transjordan et de Haute Galilee' RB 5(1908) 568-77. 
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5 0Hengel, Jud. und Hell., 496-503, esp. 499 where he describes it as a 'Konkurrenz-
tempel zu Jerusalem'. P.W. Lapp, 'The Second and Third Campaigns at 'Araq el 
'Emir', BASOR 171(1963) 8-38, whose report of the archaeological finds has con
vinced Hengel that there is question of a temple there and not a palace. 

5 ITcherikover, Mizraim, 53 and W.H.Hell.A., 98, notes the conclusion of PC7 
59076, a letter of Toubias to Apollonios: irSWrj x«P« «>« and observes that such 
a greeting on the mouth of a Jew is most significant. 

52Cf. above, ch. 2, n. 5. 
5 SFor a discussion of the dating of the episode related by Josephus, cf. Markus, 

Loeb Josephus, 6, Appendix B, 'Josephus and the Samaritan Schism', 498-511, esp. 
509, who opts for a date 430 B.C.E. in terms of the schism, but does not preclude 
the possibility of the temple being built closer to the Greek period, the date of Jo
sephus. F. Moore Cross, 'Aspects of Samaritan and Jewish History in late Persian 
and Hellenistic Times', HTR 59(1966) 201-211, esp. 203-5, arguing from theSamari-
tian papyri from W. Daliah, concludes for a later date, thus agreeing with Josephus. 
Archaeological evidence supports this s apparently, G. Wright, 'The Samaritans at 
Shechem', HTR 55(1962) 357-66, and R.J. Bull and G.E. Wright, 'Newly Discovered 
Temples on Mt. Gerizim in Jordan', HTR 58(1965) 234-7. 

5 4 Cross, 'Aspects', 207-10; Kippenberg, Gerizim und Synagoge, 60-73; Alt, 'Zur 
Geschichte der Grenze', Kl. Schr. 2, 357-62. 

5 5 De Vaux, Ancient Israel, 340-2, deals with the temple of the Jewish colony at 
Elephantine in Egypt, dating from the sixth century B.C.E. The fact that they wrote 
to the governor of Judaea, Bagoas and to the high priest in Jerusalem, Johanan, 
seeking support for the rebuilding of their temple which had been destroyed in 
410 B.C.E. shows that in their view a separate temple did not cut them off from 
their brothers in the homeland. They received no reply to either letter and wrote 
again to Bagoas three years later, indicating that the Jerusalem priests did not agree 
with their position on the basis of Dt. At a later date Onias IV, after the murder of 
his father built a temple at Leontopolis with the permission of the Egyptian 
monarch (Ant 13:62-73; War 7:426ff). This temple was not condemned outright 
by the rabbis, but Josephus accuses Onias of bad faith (M. Men 13:10; War 7:426-32). 
Perhaps the reason for such tolerance, if not acceptance, is the fact that Onias 
reputedly justified his action by the prophecy of Is that an altar would be built for 
Yahweh in Egypt (Is 19:19), or because the law of Dt did not apply with the same 
rigor outside the territory of the tribes Jos 22:26-8. 

5 6 Kippenberg, Gerizim und Synagoge, 87-92. Apparently Gn 34, the story of the 
destruction of the heathen people of the Shechem by Simeon and Levi, served as 
the basis for a midrashic interpretation of the Hasmonaean destruction later, 
since according to Ant 1:337-40, it was during a feast, when the Sichemites were 
given over to indulgence and revelry that Simeon and Levi surprised them and 
destroyed their whole male population. Theodotus, a Samaritan author, composed 
a poem about the incident, Eusebius, Praep. Evang. IX,22. 

57 Rev 21:2.22 is a Christian reflection of this thinking, which, contrary to 
H. Strack-P. Billerbeck, Kommentar zum Neuen Testament aus Talmud und Mid-
rasch, 5 vols., 1922-56, 4, 884, is as old as 2 Is. 

5 8 P. Volz, Die Eschatologie der judischen Gemeinde im neutestamentlichen 
Zeitalter, 2 ed. Tubingen, 1934,371 ff. E. Lohse, art ZUav TDNT7,325-7; L. Gaston, 
No Stone on Another. Studies in the Significance of the Fall of Jerusalem in the 
Synoptic Gospels, Suppl. to Nov. Test. XXIII, Leiden, Brill, 1970, 105-12; G. von 
Rad, Theology of the Old Testament, 2 vols., English trans., London, Oliver and 
Boyd, 1965, 1, 46f and 2, 155-69, 239f, 280f, 293f, deals extensively with the origin 
and development of the Zion tradition in the Old Testament. One should note 
however the cautionary remarks of Davies, The Gospel and the Land, 144 and 150-4, 
claiming that the two realities of temple and land can easily become interchangeable 
in late Jewish thought. 
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5 9 / Q pHab 9:3-7; 12:7-9; 4Q Test 28-30, all reflect the community's dissatisfaction 
with the existing Jerusalem cult. The condemnation of the wicked priest, whoever 
is intended, is a further indication of the community's attitudes: 1Q pHab 11:4-8; 
8:8-13; 9:9-12. Cf. J. Murphy-O'Connor, T h e Essenes and their History', RB 
81(1974) 215-44, esp. 216, for a summary of the various opinions, and 229-33 for his 
own identification of the wicked priest with the Maccabaean Jonathan. The 
question of Essene sacrifices is also disputed, depending on how such passages 
as CD 6:11-14. 20 are interpreted and the way in which they can be reconciled with 
Josephus' claim that 'they send offerings to the temple, but offer no sacrifices, since 
the purifications to which they are accustomed are different' (Ant 18:19). The 
possibility of their offering sacrifices in the desert cannot be ruled out according to 
Gaston and others, No Stone on Another, 124f. However, it seems more likely 
that they spiritualized the concept of the cult as G. Klinzing, Die Umdeutung des 
Kultus in der Qumrangemeinde und im Neuen Testament, Gottingen 1971, 
esp. 155-67, argues. The concept of the community itself as the new temple points 
in a similar direction: 4QFlor 1:1-13; 1QS 8:1-10; 5:5-7; 9:3-6. Cf. B. Gartner, The 
Temple in the Community in Qumran and the New Testament, SNTS Monographs 
1, Cambridge, Univ. Press, 1965, 16-44; Gaston, No Stone on Another, 163-76. 

6 0 R. Meyer, Tradition und Neuschopfung, esp.; 15-23. On the Pharisaic control 
of the cult, Safrai, 'Jewish Self-Government', Compendia 1, 396f with reference to 
M. Midd 5:3; M. Yom 1:5; M. Sukk 4:9. 

6 1 Gaston, No Stone on Another, 132-40; M. Black, The Dead Sea Scrolls and 
Christian Origins, New York, Scribner, 48-74. Cf. also J. Bowman, 'Contact between 
Samaritan Sects and Qumran?' VT 7(1957) 184-9. 

62 Cf. below, ch. 9, I, (iii). 
6 3 According to War 7:218 the half shekel offering went to the Romans after 70, 

and so was not likely to have created inner Jewish strife in the same way as other 
religious dues did in the second century C.E. 

6 4 Cf. H. Danby, The Mishnah, Oxford 1933, appendix 1, 48 and also M. Jastrow, 
A Dictionary of the Targumim, the Talmud babliandyerushalmiand theMidrashic 
Literature, 2 vols. New York, 1950, sub voce. 

6 5 J. Liver, 'The Half Shekel Offering in Biblical and post-Biblical Literature', 
HTR 56(1963) 173-98. 

6 6 This was a common practice of hellenistic monarchies as is pointed out by 
Tcherikover, Hellenistic Civilisation, 82ff and by Bickerman, 'La charte seleucide', 
13, n. 3. On the authenticity of the earlier decrees cf. R. de Vaux, 'Les Decrets de Cyrus 
et de Darius sur la reconstruction de temple', RB 46(1937) 29-57. 

6 7 Liver, 'The Half Shekel Offering', 188-90; cf. also S. Safrai, Pilgrimage at the 
Time of the Second Temple, (Hebrew), Tel Aviv, 1965, 55. 

6 8 Lichtenstein, 'Die Fastenrolle', esp. 290-2, for a discussion of the historical 
reliability of the scholion. J. le Moyne, Les Sadducees, Paris, 1972, 200, prefers the 
shorter version of the same tradition as found in b. Men 65a, where the Sadducees, 
not the Boethusians are the opponents of the scribes. The latter are normally 
dated to the reign of Herod the Great, Ant 15:320ff. 

6 9 Originally published by J.M. Allegro, 'An Unpublished Fragment of Essene 
Halachah', JSS 6(1961) 71-3; Cf. D.J.D. V. For an interpretation and discussion cf. 
Liver, 'The Half Shekel Offering', 190-9. 

70M. Bek 8:7: b. Bek 50a: 'the shekels of the sanctuary in Tyrian coinage'; 
T. Ketub 13:3: 'Wherever in the torah money is mentioned it is Tyrian currency', 
according to R. Simeon ben Gamaliel, II, (c.a. 130 C.E.). Josephus calls the shekel a 
vbiuatia xE0pai<av, Ant 3:195, presumably because of its wide currency in Palestine. 
Cf. also, Ben David, Jerusalem und Tyros, esp. table II, page 8 and 19-24. 

nMekilta de Rabbi Jischmael, ed. J.Z. Lauterbach, 3 vols., Philadelphia, 1949,2, 
193f. 

7 2 Schalit, 'Josephus und Justus', esp. 69f, n. 8. Cf. also the personal testimonies 
to his character, Life 259.285. 

7 3 Because of apparent similarity of style it has been argued that there was in 
fact only one series, but on closer examination one notices that the addresses and 
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tone are different as well as the place of composition, Gamaliel dictating his from 
the temple steps and Simeon and Johanan theirs from the upper market beside 
the refuse gate of the city. The former series appears in several rabbinic passages 
in identical form: T. Sanh 2:2; p. Sanh l,18d; p. Ma'as Sch 5:56b and b. Sanh l ib . 
The Gamaliel in question is not further specified, but it is probable that Gamaliel I, 
the teacher of Paul, not his grandson Rabban Gamaliel II, the successor of Johanan 
in Jamnia is the author: cf. W. Bacher, Die Agada der Tannaiten, Stuttgart, 1903, Al, 
73-95, esp. 79; A. Biichler, Das Sanhedrion in Jerusalem und das Grosse Beth Din 
in der Quaderkammer des Jerusalemischen Tempels, Vienna, 1902, 115-8. The 
second series is found in Midrash Tannaim, ed. D. Hoffmann, 1909, 175f, (Dt 26:13); 
cf. H. Mantel, Studies in the History of the Sanhedrin, Cambridge, Mass., 1961,28-31, 

7 4 0 . Eissfeldt, Erstlinge undZehnten im Alten Testament, BWANT, 22, Leipzig, 
1917 is the classic study. 

7 5 M. Stern, 'Aspects of Jewish Society: The Priesthood and other Classes', 
Compendia, 2, 561-630, esp. 596-9; Eissfeldt, Erstlinge undZehnten, 152-61, esp. 159f. 

7 6 B. Schaller, 'Hekataios von Abdara uber die Juden', ZNW 54(1963) 15-31, esp. 
23-5, summarizing the evidence. He argues that the citation in Against Apion 1:188 
cannot be earlier than 100 B.C.E. and his conclusions have been adopted by 
J. Jeremias, Jerusalem at the Time of Jesus, English trans. London, S.C.M. Press, 
200, n. 173, from whom we have taken the nomenclature Pseudo-Hecataeus. Both 
Philo and Josephus appear to have conflicting information about the tithing laws. 
The former follows the Pentateuchal law in De Spec. Leg. 1:156f whereas in De Virt. 
95 he mentions that the tithes are for the priests with no recognition of the Levites. 
S. Belkin, Philo and the Oral Law, Cambridge, Mass., 1940, 67-71 and Jeremias, 
Jerusalem, 107f, discuss the matter, the former accepting, the latter sceptical of 
Philo's knowledge of actual institutions. Josephus speaks of paying a tithe of the 
produce of the ground annually to the Levites 'along with the priests', Ant 4:68, 
appearing to include the two together, yet in the very next verse he speaks of Moses 
instructing the Levites to deduct a tithe of that which they annually receive and 
give it to the priests. Similarly at Ant 4:205 priests and Levites are mentioned 
together in an oblique reference to the first tithe, yet at 4:240 the first tithe is for the 
Levite alone. Apparently, Josephus is following Pentateuchal law for the most 
part, and when priests are also mentioned as recipients, he is reflecting the experience 
of his own day. 

7 7 Eissfeldt, Erstlinge und Zehnten, 110.118f. The earliest indication of this second 
tithe is the LXX to Dt 26:12 where there is mention of rd debrepov iirideKarov . 

7 8 For a full discussion of the differing recensions of this passage cf. Jeremias, 
Jerusalem, 135f, n. 27. 

7 9 R. Meyer, 'Die Angebliche Demaj-Gesetz Hyrkans I', ZNW 38(1939) 124-31, 
discusses the tradition history of these passages in a convincing way. He argues 
that the mention of Demai produce in the Babylonian version is a later accretion 
and that originally there was question of the high priest issuing a decree to the 
whole people to ensure that the priests received their income. Such a decree, he 
believes, should be dated to the first century C.E. and not ot the reign of John Hyrcanus, 
as is sometimes supposed, which had become for the rabbis the ideal time of the past, 
'for in his day nobody had to inquire about doubtful produce' (M. Sot 9:10). Cf. 
however, the following note about the dating of these decrees. 

8 0 A. Oppenheimer,77i£ 'Am Ha-Aretz. A Study in the Social History of the Jewish 
People in the Hellenistic-Roman Period, English trans. Leiden, Brill, 1977, 34, 
sees the abolition as a sign of the transfer of these religious dues into state taxes by 
the Hasmonaean state, already in the days of John Hyrcanus. Safrai, 'Religion in 
Everyday Life', Compendia, 2, 822, sees the possibility of a reference to Hyrcanus II, 
who along with his sons was authorized to receive the tithes (Ant 14:202). Meyer, 
'Die Angebliche Demaj-Gesetz', and Biichler, Der Galildische 'Am-Ha 'Ares, 17f, 
n. 1, and Das Sanhedrion, 91 ff, think of the period immediately prior to the first 
revolt, and the latter identifies Johanan with Ananus, the high priest of the time, 
Ant 20:199. 
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8 1 Above, ch. 6, n. 83, It is doubtful if p.Ta'an IV, 69a referring to wagons laden 
with gifts for the temple in the Galilean towns of Migdal, Sikhnin and Chabul 
can be used to prove the existence of Galilean priests prior to 70, even though there 
is mention of priestly garments on the wagons coming from Migdal (cf. 1 Mace 3:49), 
as Biichler, 'Die Schauplatze des Bar-Kochbakrieges', 199f and Klein, Neue Beitrdge, 
36, think. The latter recognizes that the passage has been subject to later rabbinic 
moralizing and in all probability the reference to priests also reflects the post-135 
period. According to the 9th century poems of Calir, examined by Klein, Beitrdge, 
esp. 12-21 and 94f, most of the courses came to reside in Galilee then. Cf. also 
M. Avi-Yonah, 'The Caesa rean Inscription of the 24 priestly Courses' IEJ 12(1962) 
137-9. 

8 2 rd Koiva SioiKovvres citing from (Ps) Hecataeus of Abdera Against Apion 
1:188; cf. also lb 2,187. Belkin, Philo and the Oral Law, 72, n.23, sees this secular 
description of the role of the priest by Josephus as part of the apologetic of this 
work, but surely this also corresponded to the realities of the situation. 

8 3 We agree with Safrai, 'Jewish Self-Government', Compendia, 1, esp. 383-9 and 
396, that it is better to interpret the available evidence to signify one Jewish body, 
despite the differing names by which it was called in rabbinic sources. The growing 
Pharisaic influence can be easily documented from Josephus (Ant 18:17; Life 
190ff.216) and the New Testament (Ac 5:34ff). 

8 4Oppenheimer, The 'Am ha-Aretz, 43, pointing to a halakhah in p. Shek 8, 
51b: 'It was taught: One may nowadays neither consecrate anything nor make a 
valuation vow, nor declare anything devoted nor separate terumoth and tithes'. 

8 5 Cf. e.g. D.J.D., II, 224f. 
8 6 1 . Elborgen, 'Die Feier der drei Wahlfahrtsfeste im Zweitem Temper, in Bericht 

der Hochschule fur die Wissenschaft des Judentums in Berlin, 1929,27-46; S. Safrai, 
'Pilgrimage to Jerusalem at the End of the Second Temple Period', in Studies on 
the Jewish Background of the New Testament, O. Michel et al., Assen. Van 
Gorcum, 1969, 12-21. 

8 7 According to the former version there had been rioting in the temple before 
the Passover crowds assembled and Archelaus had actually sent his general to 
appease the crowds, but to no avail. 

8 8 Cf. above, ch. 6, I. 
8 9 Cf. the illuminating study from a socio-economic as well as religious perspective 

by G. Theissen, 'Die Tempelweissagung Jesu. Prophetie im Spannungsfeld von 
Stadt und Land', TZ 32(1976) 144-58. He argues that Jesus' prophecy about the 
new temple, closely related to his cleansing action, should be seen in the light of 
the social tension between city and country in first century Judaism, which often 
manifested itself at the feasts, and insofar as it was directed against the temple 
could be interpreted as questioning the whole basis of social and economic life in 
the city. Stephen's fate in being stoned by the Jerusalem mob is another example 
of such tensions. 

9 0 Above ch. 6, n. 8. 
9 1 Davies, The Gospel and the Land, 52-4. 
9 2 Hengel, Die Zeloten 20Iff, considers purity of the land in terms of insisting that 

foreigners be circumcised, was part of the Zealot ideology. Cf. below ch. 8, n. 28. 
Nevertheless there are not the same explicit references to the land as one finds for 
Maccabaean times: / Mace 3:1-9; Ant 12:285f. Cf. also above ch. 3, n. 51. 

9 3 Davies, The Gospel and the Land, 54-74. 
9 4 Cf. above ch. 6, n. 23. It should be noted however, that despite the praise for 

Agrippa I, both in rabbinic literature and Josephus (Ant 19:292f.328-31), he 
celebrated games at Caesarea and endowed the city of Berytus in the best hellenistic 
tradition (Ant 19:335-7 and 343-6). Besides, the later Herodian interest in the 
highpriesthood had a definite political motivation, something that was not 
appreciated by the priestly aristocracy, as is clear from Ant 19:313-6 (Agrippa I) and 
Ant 20:189-96.216 (Agrippa II)). This may have had the subtle effect of ingratiating 
the Herodians with the country people. 

9 5 Cf. H. Lindner, Die Geschichtsauffassung des Flavius Josephus im Bellum 
Judaicum, AGJU 12, Leiden, Brill, 1972. 



CHAPTER EIGHT 
G A L I L E E A N D T H E H A L A K H A H . 

O u r i n v e s t i g a t i o n s i n t h e las t c h a p t e r h a v t s u g g e s t e d t h a t 
t h e p i l g r i m a g e t o t h e Y a h w e h s h r i n e i n J e r u s a l e m w a s t h e 
focal p o i n t of G a l i l e a n p i e ty . Yet i t c o u l d be a r g u e d t h a t 

by itself t h i s w a s scarcely a d e q u a t e to m a i n t a i n r e l i g i o u s i d e n t i t y , 
g i v e n t h e m a n y o t h e r soc ia l a n d c u l t u r a l c r o s s - c u r r e n t s i n t h e 
p r o v i n c e . O n e c a n eas i ly u n d e r s t a n d a m o o d of o p t i m i s m , even 
e u p h o r i a , b e i n g e n g e n d e r e d by t h e p i l g r i m a g e e x p e r i e n c e , 
espec ia l ly w h e n c o n t r a s t e d w i t h everyday life as t h i s h a d t o be 
l ived o u t by t h e s m a l l f a rmer o r t e n a n t i n t h e r e l a t i ve i s o l a t i o n of 
v i l l age life, of ten i n d i r e e c o n o m i c need . W h a t w a s to p r o v i d e t h e 
m o t i v a t i o n t o c o n t i n u e t o l ive a d i s t i nc t ive ly J e w i s h w a y of life 
o n t h e r e t u r n to s u c h c i r c u m s t a n c e s , e spec i a l ly if t h e c o m m o n -
sense w o r l d of t h e everyday s e e m e d a t o d d s w i t h t h e r ea l ly rea l 
w o r l d ce leb ra ted i n t h e t e m p l e r i t u a l ? D i d o n e a b a n d o n t h e 
re l ig ious beliefs a l toge ther w h e n faced w i t h the g l a r i n g differences 
be tween t h e p r o m i s e s of t h e c u l t a n d t h e s t a rk rea l i ty of t h e 
everyday? O n t h e ev idence a v a i l a b l e t h e r e is n o i n d i c a t i o n of a n y 
s u c h w h o l e s a l e d isaf fec t ion w i t h t h e J e w i s h beliefs i n G a l i l e e , b u t 
o n t h e c o n t r a r y w e h a v e f o u n d a r e m a r k a b l e f idel i ty i n t h e face of 
t r y i n g socia l a n d c u l t u r a l c o n d i t i o n s . T h e a l t e r n a t i v e w a s t o 
a t t e m p t t o b r i d g e t h e g a p i n s o m e o t h e r w a y a t t h e r e l i g i o u s a n d 
e m o t i o n a l levels, a n d i n t h i s r e g a r d o n e i m m e d i a t e l y t h i n k s of 
P h a r i s a i s m w h i c h h a d d e v e l o p e d prec i se ly w i t h t h i s p u r p o s e of 
r e c r e a t i n g t h e r e l i g i o u s c o n d i t i o n s of t h e c u l t i n t h e everyday 
life of t he p e o p l e . 

H o w e v e r , before w e c a n d i scuss t h e successes a n d fa i lures of t h i s 
m o v e m e n t i n r e l a t i o n s h i p to G a l i l e e i t is necessary to clarify a 
n u m b e r of c o n c e p t s t h a t s eem to be p a r t i c u l a r l y r e l e v a n t t o o u r 
top ic . At t h e o u t s e t a very c lear d i s t i n c t i o n m u s t be d r a w n b e t w e e n 
t h e p re - a n d pos t -70 s i t u a t i o n s , for w h a t w a s o n e of several 
different s ec t a r i an r e s p o n s e s w i t h i n J u d a i s m p r i o r t o t h e first 
revol t w a s a f t e rwards to b e c o m e iden t i f i ed w i t h n o r m a t i v e 
J u d a i s m . N a t u r a l l y , t h e la ter r a b b i n i c sources t e n d to b l u r t h a t 
d i s t i n c t i o n a n d t r a n s p o s e b a c k w a r d s o n t o t h e ea r l i e r p e r i o d 
c o n c e p t s a n d a t t i t u d e s of i ts o w n s i t u a t i o n , t he reby a p p r o p r i a t i n g 
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P h a r i s a i s m for itself. T h i s p rocess is fac i l i ta ted by t h e fact t h a t 
c e n t r a l c o n c e p t s s u c h as haber a n d ' a m ha-'aretz a r e r e l evan t t o 
b o t h per iods , b u t as w e sha l l see w i t h ra ther different c o n n o t a t i o n s 
b e c a u s e of t h e c h a n g e d s i t u a t i o n . A c c o r d i n g l y , n o n - r a b b i n i c 
sources s u c h as J o s e p h u s a n d t h e G o s p e l s b e c o m e ex t remely 
i m p o r t a n t i n o u r efforts t o d i f fe ren t ia te t he t w o p e r i o d s . 1 

T h e P h a r i s e e s , as a sect, w e r e c o n c e r n e d w i t h e x t e n d i n g the 
h o l i n e s s of t h e t e m p l e t o t he everyday life i n t h e w o r l d . T o ach ieve 
th i s they w e r e p a r t i c u l a r l y careful a b o u t e a t i n g o r d i n a r y food 
( ) ^ i n ) i n a s ta te of r i t u a l c l e a n l i n e s s a n d o b s e r v i n g t he t i t h i n g 
l a w s s t r i c t ly . 2 S o m e a t least of t h e P h a r i s e e s w e r e o r g a n i z e d in 
f e l l o w s h i p s (haburbth) w i t h s t r i n g e n t r u l e s of a d m i s s i o n a n d 
e x p u l s i o n , r e p r e s e n t i n g a m o r e r a d i c a l c o m m i t m e n t t o t he 
P h a r i s a i c idea l , as is c lear f rom a n u m b e r of r e c u r r e n t e x p r e s s i o n s 
s u c h as ' t a k i n g o n o n e s e l f , o r ' b e i n g a c c e p t e d as a haber'* I t 
w o u l d a p p e a r t h e n t h a t even w i t h i n P h a r i s a i s m the re were 
degrees of s t r i c tness , a n d th i s f inds e x p r e s s i o n i n s u c h passages 
as T. Demai 6:6 w h e r e t h e h o u s e s of S h a m m a i a n d H i l l e l a re 
d i v i d e d o n t h e q u e s t i o n to w h o m m a y o n e sell o l ives : a c c o r d i n g 
to t h e S h a m m a i t e s i t c o u l d o n l y be to a iellow-haber, w h e r e a s t h e 
H i l l e l i t e s p e r m i t t e d i t t o ' o n e w h o sepa ra t e s t i t h e s ' O t P y D ^ ) . O r 
a g a i n , w e h e a r t h a t a c c o r d i n g t o t h e h o u s e of S h a m m a i a P h a r i s e e 
w h o h a s a d i s c h a r g e s h a l l n o t ea t w i t h a n ' a m ha-'aretz w h o h a s a 
d i s c h a r g e ( o n e of t h e fa thers of u n c l e a n e s s a c c o r d i n g to M.Kelim 
1:1) b u t t h e h o ^ s e of H i l l e l p e r m i t s i t (T. Shabb 1:15).4 T h e s e 
differences of o p i n i o n b e t w e e n haber a n d o r d i n a r y P h a r i s e e o n 
h o w s t r ic t ly t h e essen t i a l s of t i t h i n g a n d p u r i t y l a w s we re to be 
o b s e r v e d s h o u l d n o t o b s c u r e t h e fact t h a t a l l a l i k e s t a n d over 
a g a i n s t t h e ' a m ha-'aretz, w h o i n m a n y T a l m u d i c texts a r e de f ined 
as b e i n g n o n - o b s e r v a n t i n these m a t t e r s . C o n s e q u e n t l y they a re 
to be a v o i d e d by t h e P h a r i s e e s as a p o s s i b l e s o u r c e of u n c l e a n e s s 
(M.Hag 2 :7) . 5 Neve r the l e s s , t h e P h a r i s e e s d i d n o t c u t themse lves 
off c o m p l e t e l y f r o m t h e ' a m ha-'aretz, as t h e p r e v i o u s d i s cus s ions 
i n d i c a t e , a n d a p p a r e n t l y d u r i n g t h e g r e a t r e l i g i o u s festivals, i n 
p a r t i c u l a r , t h e d i v i d i n g l i n e s w e r e less r i g i d , w h e n it w a s 
p r e s u m e d t h a t a l l t h e p e o p l e h a d obse rved t h e necessary p u r i t y 
l a w s a n d t h e e m p h a s i s w a s o n t h e u n i t y of t h e p e o p l e . T h u s w e 
h e a r t h a t ' o u r r a b b i s t a u g h t t h a t t h e i m p u r i t y of t he ' a m ha-'aretz 
w a s p u r i f i e d o n a fes t ival ' (b.Betz l i b ; b.Hag 2 6 a ) . 6 E v e n d u r i n g 
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t h e year t h e wife of a haber w a s a l l o w e d to l e n d c e r t a i n u t e n s i l s t o 
t h e wife of a n 'am ha-'aretz i n t h e in te res t s of p e a c e , p r o v i d e d t h e r e 
w a s n o as s i s t ance to t h e b r e a k i n g of t h e p u r i t y l a w s (M.Gitt 5:9). 

D e s p i t e t h e d e m i s e of t h e P h a r i s a i c sect o r a t leas t d e s p i t e i ts 
a b s o r p t i o n i n t o r a b b i n i c J u d a i s m , t h i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e 
'am ha-'aretz as u n r e l i a b l e i n r e g a r d to t h e p u r i t y l a w s a n d 
n e g l i g e n t i n t i t h i n g w a s c o n t i n u e d a n d f u r t h e r d e v e l o p e d i n t h e 
pos t -70 s i t u a t i o n , r e a c h i n g i ts c l i m a x i n t h e U s h a n p e r i o d 
a p p a r e n t l y , u n d e r R a b b i s M e i r a n d J u d a h . 7 Yet , s ide by s ide w i t h 
th i s a n o t h e r c o n c e p t i o n of t h e 'am ha-'aretz d e v e l o p e d i n t h e 
J a m n i a p e r i o d w h i c h e m p h a s i z e s , n o t t h e i r f a i l u r e t o obse rve t h e 
pur i ty laws, b u t their lack of study of the to rah . 8 T h i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
is n o r m a l l y a s soc i a t ed w i t h H i l l e l ' s d i c t u m : ' a n u n c u l t u r e d 
p e r s o n is n o t s i n f ea r ing , n e i t h e r is a n 'am ha-'aretz p i o u s ' (M.Ab 
2:6). Jn 7:49, ' t h i s p e o p l e w h o d o n o t k n o w t h e l a w is a c c u r s e d ' , 
seems to a t tes t t o a s i m i l a r c o n t r a s t a n d t h i s e v i d e n c e p r e s u p p o s e s 
t h a t i t w a s a re la t ive ly ear ly d i s t i n c t i o n . 9 C e r t a i n l y i n t h e J a m n i a 
p e r i o d s t udy of t h e t o r a h w a s to m o v e to t h e c e n t e r of J e w i s h life, 
r e p l a c i n g t h e t e m p l e as t h e p r i m a r y r e l i g i o u s s y m b o l of J u d a i s m , 
a n d a l l p r e v i o u s d i s t i n c t i o n s w i t h i n t h e p e o p l e w e r e n o w r e p l a c e d 
by this s ingle o n e - those w h o were s tuden ts of the to rah , f o l l o w i n g 
t h e i n s t r u c t i o n of t he w i se (talmidi hakhamim), a n d t h o s e w h o 
we re n o t . N e u s n e r , i n p a r t i c u l a r , h a s s t ressed t h a t t h i s c h a n g e 
of e m p h a s i s is t o be a s soc i a t ed w i t h t h e p r e s e n c e i n J a m n i a , n o t 
o n l y of p re -70 P h a r i s e e s s u c h as El iezer b e n H y r c a n u s , b u t m o r e 
s ign i f i can t ly of p r e -70 scr ibes l ike J o h a n a n b e n Z a k k a i a n d o t h e r s , 
w h o a re a b l e t o s u g g e s t a r e p l a c e m e n t for t h e cu l t , as d i s t i n c t f r o m 
t h e P h a r i s e e s w h o s e c o n c e r n w a s to r e p l i c a t e it , a n d h o p e for i ts 
r e s t o r a t i o n . 1 0 T h e d i s c ip l e s of t h e sages i n h e r i t e d t h e t i t le a n d t h e 
f r a m e w o r k of t h e ea r l i e r P h a r i s a i c a s s o c i a t i o n s , e x c e p t t h a t n o w 
t h e o p p o s i t i o n to t h e 'am ha-'aretz h a d b e c o m e h a r d e n e d i n t o 
d o w n r i g h t h o s t i l i t y a n d even soc ia l d e p r i v a t i o n w i t h i n t h e 
c o m m u n i t y u n t i l p o l i t i c a l a n d soc ia l c o n d i t i o n s of t h e t h i r d 
c e n t u r y b r o u g h t a b o u t a c h a n g e of a t t i t u d e (cf. b Pesh 4 9 a ) . 1 1 

T h i s brief d i s c u s s i o n of P h a r i s e e s , haberim a n d 'am ha-'aretz 
h a s p a r t i c u l a r i m p o r t a n c e for o u r s t u d y of G a l i l e a n a t t i t u d e s i n 
v iew of t h e fact t h a t several t i m e s i n r a b b i n i c l i t e r a t u r e t he i r 
in fe r io r k n o w l e d g e of t h e t o r a h is a l l u d e d to (b.Erub 53a/b;ARN a 
28a,ed. Schech te r ) , a n d i n t h e d i s c u s s i o n s of t h e U s h a n s c h o o l 
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a b o u t t h e 'am ha-'aretz i t is p r e s u m a b l y G a l i l e a n s t h a t a re 
p r i m a r i l y i nvo lved . H o w e v e r , i n v i ew of w h a t w e h a v e been 
s a y i n g a b o u t t h e c h a n g e d s i t u a t i o n i n t h e p r e a n d pos t -70 p e r i o d s 
t h e G a l i l e a n s ' a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s halakhah n e e d s t o be t h o r o u g h l y 
r e - e x a m i n e d , e spec ia l ly s ince t h e o n l y ful l l e n g t h s tudy of t h e 
t o p i c u n t i l r ecen t ly , t h a t of A. B u c h l e r , Der Galilaische 'Am Ha-' 
A retz des Zweiten Jahrhunderts (1906), h a s for l o n g been r e g a r d e d 
as o n e s i d e d a n d e r r o n e o u s . 1 2 I n brief, B u c h l e r ' s thes is - p a r t l y a 
r e a c t i o n t o C h r i s t i a n s c h o l a r s w h o h a d a t t e m p t e d t o m a k e J e s u s 
t h e c h a m p i o n of t h e 'am ha-'aretz - w a s , t h a t as a t e r m d e n i g r a t i n g 
t h o s e w h o d i d n o t obse rve t i t h i n g a n d r i t u a l p u r i t y l aws , i t 
e m e r g e d o n l y i n t h e U s h a n p e r i o d , t h a t is after 135 C.E . I t w a s 
t h e n t h a t t h e sages h a d m o v e d to G a l i l e e a n d a t t e m p t e d to g o a d 
t h e n a t i v e s i n t o s t r ic ter o b s e r v a n c e of these l aw s . T h e y we re 
a d d r e s s e d i n p a r t i c u l a r t o t h e A a r o n i d e s , o r p r i e s t s w h o h a d 
m i g r a t e d t o t h e p r o v i n c e i n g r e a t n u m b e r s after t h e t w o revol t s 
a n d we re f a i l i n g to obse rve t h e r i t u a l l a w s i n r e g a r d to terumbth 
o r p r i e s t ly o f fe r ings . By t h u s r e l e g a t i n g t h e r a b b i n i c d i scus 
s i o n s c o n c e r n i n g t h e p u r i t y l a w s , s a b b a t i c a l year r e g u l a t i o n s 
a n d t h e t i t h e to G a l i l e e of t h e p o s t - 1 3 5 era , B u c h l e r w a s ab l e 
to c h a l l e n g e t h e p o s i t i o n of t h o s e s c h o l a r s w h o s a w J e s u s as t h e 
e n e m y of l ega l i s t i c J u d a i s m ; i n effect, h e c l a i m e d , t h e J u d a i s m of 
C h r i s t i a n a p o l o g i s t s o n l y ex i s t ed i n t h e s e c o n d c e n t u r y C .E . 

T h e m o s t t h o r o u g h r e b u t t a l of B i i ch le r ' s a r g u m e n t s w a s left 
t o a J e w i s h s c h o l a r , A h a r o n O p p e n h e i m e r , w h o s e h i s t o r i c o -
c r i t i ca l a p p r o a c h to t h e t a l m u d i c sources as we l l as h i s use of 
e x t r a - T a l m u d i c halakhah ( J o s e p h u s , A p o c r y p h a , P h i l o , Q u m -
r a n ) , e n a b l e d h i m to t race t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of t h e 'am ha-' aretz 
f r o m ea r ly h e l l e n i s t i c t i m e s t h r o u g h t h e t h i r d c e n t u r y C .E . 
W e c a n n o t h e r e e x a m i n e i n de t a i l h i s r e c o n s t r u c t i o n , w h i c h in 
i ts m a i n l i ne s is c o n v i n c i n g a n d l u c i d , b u t r a t h e r w e w i s h to 
r a i se a q u e s t i o n a r i s i n g f r o m h i s s t u d y t h a t bea rs d i rec t ly o n 
G a l i l e e a n d the halakhah. O p p e n h e i m e r is su re ly cor rec t i n 
i n s i s t i n g t h a t , as u s e d i n r a b b i n i c sources , t he t e r m 'am ha-' aretz 
s h o u l d n o t be c o n f i n e d to a n y o n e s t r a n d of t h e J e w i s h p e o p l e , 
b u t c a n be u s e d i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y of p e a s a n t a n d a r i s t o c r a t a l i k e 
in so fa r as they d o n o t obse rve t h e p r e s c r i p t i o n s of t he haburbth, 
o r f o l l o w t h e i n s t r u c t i o n of t h e sages (cf. M.Hor 3 :8 ) . 1 3 H o w e v e r , 
i n a t t e m p t i n g to free t h e c o n c e p t f r o m ' t h e P r o c u r s t e a n bed of 
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t i m e a n d loca l i ty ' , h e h a s i n o u r o p i n i o n o v e r l o o k e d c e r t a i n 
aspec t s of G a l i l e a n life a n d h i s t o r y w h i c h h a v e g i v e n a d i s t i n c 
tive c h a r a c t e r to i ts r e l a t i o n s w i t h halakhah, b o t h before a n d 
after 70 C . E . 1 4 

T h e f o l l o w i n g survey of h a l a k h i c a t t i t u d e s i n G a l i l e e is u n d e r 
t aken w i t h t h e i n t e n t i o n of u n d e r l i n i n g t h o s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s m o r e 
t h o r o u g h l y a n d s u g g e s t i n g t h e i r l ike ly i m p a c t o n J e w i s h life 
there . I t is n o t t h a t G a l i l e e w a s to t a l ly l a c k i n g halakhah, a 
p o s i t i o n O p p e n h e i m e r seems to be a r g u i n g a g a i n s t . I t s c o n t i n u e d 
loya l ty to J u d a i s m i n s u r e d t h a t . O u r q u e s t i o n r a t h e r is w h i c h 
halakhah w a s l ike ly to h a v e m o s t a p p e a l for i ts i n h a b i t a n t s 
g iven t h e soc ia l a n d h i s t o r i c a l c o n d i t i o n s t h a t o b t a i n e d the re . 

I 
G A L I L E E A N D T H E H A L A K H A H P R I O R T O 70 C .E . 
I n t h e p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r w e h a v e a l r e a d y e n c o u n t e r e d a p p a r e n t 

G a l i l e a n i g n o r i n g , if n o t i g n o r a n c e of P h a r i s a i c halakhah w i t h 
r e g a r d to t e m p l e o b l i g a t i o n s . Yet t h i s i n n o w a y i m p a i r e d t h e i r 
a t t a c h m e n t t o t h e t e m p l e , i t w o u l d seem, n o r d i d it e x c l u d e t h e m 
f rom t h e a m b i t of t h e J e w i s h r e l i g i o u s c o m m u n i t y . As l o n g as t h e 
t e m p l e s t o o d it r e p r e s e n t e d a p o l i v a l e n t s y m b o l sys t em t h a t w a s 
n o t t h e p rese rve of a n y o n e g r o u p even if o n e sect ( t h e P h a r i s e e s ) 
d o m i n a t e d official p o l i c y i n r e g a r d to i t i n t h e c l o s i n g years , 
as J o s e p h u s m a i n t a i n s (A nt\ 8:17). W e m u s t n o w c o n s i d e r w h e t h e r 
w h a t w e h a v e a l r eady d i scovered a b o u t G a l i l e e i n r e l a t i o n t o 
P h a r i s a i c halakhah is e q u a l l y t r u e w h e n v i e w e d f r o m a b r o a d e r 
pe r spec t ive . D o e s a c o n s i d e r a t i o n of a l l t h e p re -70 ev idence p o i n t 
i n t h e s a m e d i r e c t i o n a n d c o n f i r m t h e i m p r e s s i o n s a l r e a d y 
g l eaned ; a n d i n t h a t even t a r e t h e r e a n y p o s s i b l e r e a s o n s t h a t 
sugges t t hemse lves for t h e n o n - a c c e p t a n c e t h a t m i g h t be t h e r e s u l t 
of c o n d i t i o n s specif ic t o Ga l i l ee? S i n c e P h a r i s a i s m c a n n o t be 
t rea ted as a m o n o l i t h i c p h e n o m e n o n , as w e h a v e seen , is t h e r e a 
re jec t ion of t he i r w h o l e sys tem o r m e r e l y c e r t a i n , m o r e e x t r e m e 
e x p r e s s i o n s of it? 

J o s e p h u s ' Life s eems a g o o d s t a r t i n g - p o i n t for o u r de l i be ra 
t i ons , s ince , as w e h a v e seen, i t g ives u s s o m e g o o d i n s i g h t s i n t o 
t he i n n e r w o r k i n g of t h e life i n t h e p r o v i n c e i n t h e i m m e d i a t e p r e -
70 p e r i o d . R e p e a t e d l y i n t h i s w o r k t h e a u t h o r s t resses h i s r e g a r d 
for J e w i s h p i e t y i n h i s h a n d l i n g of affairs i n G a l i l e e , a n d l ike 
m a n y o t h e r facets of t h e personalia i n t h e w o r k t h i s ev idence is 
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s u s p e c t e d of r e f l ec t i ng h i s o w n c o n c e r n s a t t h e t i m e Life w a s 
w r i t t e n , r a t h e r t h a n t h e h i s t o r i c a l a c t u a l i t i e s of t h e p a s t . 1 5 H o w 
ever, h i s P h a r i s a i s m is o n l y e x p l i c i t l y m e n t i o n e d a t t he o u t s e t 
w h e r e h e re la tes t h a t s i n c e t h e a g e of n i n e t e e n h e h a d b e g u n to 
g o v e r n h i s life by t h e r u l e s of t h e P h a r i s e e s . N o w , s o m e years 
l a t e r h e h a d s u p p o r t e d t h e c a u s e of t w o y o u n g m e n w h o h a d been 
s e n t t o R o m e as p r i s o n e r s , o n c e h e h a d h e a r d of t h e i r f ideli ty t o 
J e w i s h d i e t a ry l a w s (Life 12.14). E l s e w h e r e J o s e p h u s s h o w s con 
ce rn for r e t u r n i n g s t o l e n b o o t y ' s i nce w e a r e f o r b i d d e n by o u r l aws 
to r o b even a n enemy* (Life 128; cf. War 2:597); h e d i s m i s s e d h i s 
a r m y o n t h e eve of t h e s a b b a t h i n o r d e r n o t to a n n o y t h e i n h a b i 
t a n t s of T a r i c h a e a e (Life 158; War 2:634), a n d h e refused to 
r eca l l t h e m , ' s i nce b e a r i n g of a r m s o n t h e S a b b a t h w a s fo rb idden 
by o u r l a w s ' (Life 161 ) ; 1 6 h i s o n l y r e a s o n for m a r r y i n g a wife f rom 
t h o s e t a k e n c a p t i v e - a v i o l a t i o n of J e w i s h l a w for a p r i e s t 
(Against Apion 1:135; Ant 3:276; 13:292) - w a s o rde r s f rom t h e 
e m p e r o r (Life 414) a n d h i s g rea tes t c o n s o l a t i o n a t t h e fall of t h e 
t e m p l e is t o b e a b l e t o r e scue s o m e J e w s a n d scro l l s (Life 418). Of 
t h i s ev idence o n l y t h a t r e f e r r i n g t o t h e s a b b a t h a t T a r i c h a e a e is 
r e l e v a n t t o G a l i l e e itself, a n d is of i n t e re s t i n t h a t T a r i c h a e a e 
f igures i n o t h e r e v i d e n c e t o be e x a m i n e d s h o r t l y , a l so . 

W h e t h e r o r n o t J o s e p h u s ' P h a r i s a i s m is c o n t r i v e d , t h a t of h i s 
o p p o n e n t s i n t h e J e w i s h d e l e g a t i o n c a n scarcely h a v e been a n 
i n v e n t i o n . T h e d e l e g a t i o n s en t t o G a l i l e e a t t h e i n s t i g a t i o n of 
S i m e o n b e n G a m a l i e l , h i m s e l f a d i s t i n g u i s h e d P h a r i s a i c sage a n d 
f r i end of J o h n of G i s c h a l a (Life 190-2; 197f), c o n s i s t e d of t h ree 
P h a r i s e e s . I n t h e i r efforts to o u s t J o s e p h u s they w e r e t o l d to 
e m p h a s i z e to t h e p e o p l e t h a t they t o o w e r e n o t i g n o r a n t of t h e 
c u s t o m s of t h e fa thers s h o u l d t h i s p r o v e to be t h e bas i s for h i s 
p o p u l a r i t y w i t h t h e G a l i l e a n s . D o e s t h i s m e a n t h a t t h e c o u n c i l i n 
J e r u s a l e m c o n s i d e r e d t h a t t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of t h e p r o v i n c e w o u l d 
b e p a r t i c u l a r l y i n f l u e n c e d by s u c h q u a l i t i e s i n i ts de lega tes -
J o s e p h u s o r t h o s e s e n t t o r e p l a c e h i m ? I t is d i f f icul t t o gene ra l i ze 
f r o m s u c h scan ty i n f o r m a t i o n . S i m e o n m u s t h a v e been a w a r e of 
G a l i l e a n a t t i t u d e s t o t h e t i t h i n g l a w s i n v i ew of h i s le t ter a l r eady 
d i scussed . F u r t h e r m o r e , if J o s e p h u s ' P h a r i s a i s m w a s c o n t r i v e d 
a n d t h a t of t h e d e l e g a t i o n g e n u i n e , t h e n t h e l a t t e r ' s f a i lu re to 
c o n v i n c e t h e G a l i l e a n p o p u l a c e a t l a r g e is itself i nd i ca t i ve . At t h e 
s a m e t i m e S i m e o n ' s f r i e n d s h i p w i t h J o h n of G i s c h a l a s h o u l d be 
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n o t e d , a n d even if H e n ge l ' s s u g g e s t i o n t h a t J o h n h imse l f w a s a 
P h a r i s e e c a n n o t be verif ied, t he i r c o n t a c t s s h o w t h a t l e a d i n g 
P h a r i s e e s w e r e n o t a n a t h e m a a t leas t t o c e r t a i n c i rc les i n G a l i l e e . 1 7 

A p a r t f rom these r a t h e r i n c o n c l u s i v e g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s a n u m b e r 
of specific episodes in Life p o i n t t o r a t h e r e x t r e m e J e w i s h s e c t a r i a n 
v iews w h o s e s ign i f i cance m u s t be e x p l o r e d . T h e s e a r e t h e des t ruc 
t i o n of H e r o d ' s p a l a c e a t T i b e r i a s , t h e i n c i d e n t of t h e re fugee 
g e n t i l e n o b l e m e n a n d t h e q u e s t i o n of k o s h e r o i l for t h e J e w s of 
Caesa rea P h i l i p p i . A l l t h r ee a r e s i g n i f i c a n t i n t hemse lves , b u t 
t a k e n t o g e t h e r they s eem t o reflect c e r t a i n p r e s c r i p t i o n s of t h e 18 
halakhoth s t e m m i n g f rom t h e s c h o o l of S h a m m a i , referred to i n 
r a b b i n i c l i t e r a tu r e , w h i c h several s c h o l a r s d a t e t o t h e t ake -over of 
t h e J e r u s a l e m c o u n c i l by m o r e e x t r e m e ( S h a m m a i t i c ) e l e m e n t s i n 
t h e days i m m e d i a t e l y p r i o r t o t h e first r e v o l t . 1 8 If t h i s e s t i m a t i o n 
is cor rec t does i t h e l p u s i n d e t e r m i n i n g t h e g e n e r a l halakhic 
s i t u a t i o n i n Ga l i l ee? L e t u s e x a m i n e e a c h case i n d i v i d u a l l y . 

W e h a v e a l r e a d y d i scus sed t h e d e s t r u c t i o n of H e r o d ' s p a l a c e as a 
p o s s i b l e p o i n t e r to t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y e t h o s of G a l i l e e , b u t n o w w e 
w i s h to h i g h l i g h t i ts r e l i g i o u s a spec t s . J o s e p h u s express ly s ta tes 
t h a t t h e p a l a c e h a d a n i m a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s , ' p r o h i b i t e d by J e w i s h 
l a w ' (Life 65). T h i s w a s t h e r e a s o n for t h e decree f rom J e r u s a l e m 
to des t roy it w h i c h b o t h h e a n d l e a d i n g o p i n i o n i n t h e ci ty w e r e 
r e l u c t a n t to i m p l e m e n t . E l s e w h e r e w e h e a r t h a t J e s u s , s o n of 
S a p p h i a s , t h e r i n g l e a d e r of t h e m o b w h o des t royed t h e p a l a c e , 
a p p e a r e d in t h e h i p p o d r o m e a t T a r i c h a e a e b r a n d i s h i n g t h e l a w s 
of Moses a n d a c c u s i n g J o s e p h u s of b e i n g a b o u t t o be t r ay t h e m 
(Life 134f). T h e fact t h a t i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y t h e p a l a c e h a d b e e n i n 
ex i s t ence for c lose o n fifty years w i t h o u t a n y s u c h o p p o s i t i o n 
b e i n g ra i sed a g a i n s t i t sugges t s t h a t t h e i s sue w a s j u s t t h e n a 
p a r t i c u l a r l y sens i t ive o n e , p r e s u m a b l y i n s p i r e d by Zea lo t i d e a l s . 1 9 

T h e i r i d e o l o g y fo rbade i m a g e s of a n y k i n d , as c a n b e seen f rom t h e 
c o i n s of t h e J e w i s h r e v o l t , 2 0 even t h o u g h g e n e r a l p r a c t i c e h a d 
a p p a r e n t l y v a r i e d c o n s i d e r a b l y , a n d t h e r e w a s n o effective g e n e r a l 
b a n o n a n i m a l o r even h u m a n r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s i n p r i v a t e h o m e s , 
g r a n t e d t h a t a l l t h e e x a m p l e s c o m e f r o m a r i s t o c r a t i c , a n d the re 
fore he l l en i zed J e w i s h f a m i l i e s . 2 1 

T h e dec i s i on i n r e g a r d to H e r o d ' s p a l a c e t h e n is a t leas t a reflec
t i o n of a n e w a n d m o r e r a d i c a l m o o d w i t h i n J u d a i s m t h a t a p p a r 
en t ly h a d o r i g i n a t e d w i t h Eleazar , t h e t e m p l e c a p t a i n a n d s o n of 
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A n a n i a s , t h e h i g h p r i e s t , w h o , a c c o r d i n g t o J o s e p h u s , h a d l a id t h e 
f o u n d a t i o n s for w a r by p e r s u a d i n g t h o s e i n c h a r g e of t h e t e m p l e 
n o t t o a c c e p t sacrif ices f r o m a fo re igne r (War 2:409; b Gitt 56a) . I t 
is d i f f icu l t t o say w h e t h e r t h e d e c i s i o n a b o u t H e r o d ' s p a l a c e w a s 
a n i n d i v i d u a l o n e o r ref lected a g e n e r a l decree of t h e p e r i o d , s ince 
w e h e a r of n o s i m i l a r i n c i d e n t e l s ewhere , yet t h e p o l i c y it reflects 
s eems to c o r r e s p o n d w i t h t h a t of t h e Zea lo t s c o n c e r n i n g t h e 
c o i n s . 2 2 I t m i g h t a p p e a r s u r p r i s i n g t h a t t he re w e r e t hose a t 
T i b e r i a s w h o w e r e eage r t o c o m p l y w i t h t h e decree i n v iew of t h e 
fact t h a t i t w a s a n H e r o d i a n f o u n d a t i o n a n d i n h a b i t e d by less t h a n 
m e t i c u l o u s J e w s , if J o s e p h u s ' a c c o u n t of i ts b e i n g f o u n d e d o n a 
ceme te ry h a s a n y s u b s t a n c e (Ant 18:37f) . 2 3 H o w e v e r , w e h a v e 
a t t e m p t e d to e x p l a i n t h e soc ia l r e a s o n s for s u c h a p o c k e t of J e w i s h 
r e s i s t ance a t t h i s c e n t e r ear l ie r , a n d p r e s u m a b l y s t r ic t P h a r i s a i s m 
of a n ea r l i e r p e r i o d h a d to f ind its w a y a r o u n d c e r t a i n u n p l e a s a n t 
s i t u a t i o n s n o t of i ts o w n m a k i n g , j u s t as t h e r a b b i s of t h e s e c o n d 
c e n t u r y a l s o h a d to d o . 2 4 

T h e s e c o n d speci f ic i n c i d e n t f rom Life b e a r i n g o n o u r d is 
c u s s i o n of t h e halakhah i n G a l i l e e is t h a t c o n c e r n i n g t h e refugee 
g e n t i l e n o b l e m e n . J o s e p h u s h a d b i l l e t ed a t T a r i c h a e a e t h e 
deser te rs f r o m k i n g A g r i p p a II w h o h a d c o m e , a p p a r e n t l y , to 
t h r o w i n t h e i r l o t w i t h t h e J e w i s h res i s t ance , b r i n g i n g t h e i r a r m s , 
m e n a n d m o n e y (Life 112-14). H i s a c t i o n w a s , n o d o u b t , i n s p i r e d 
by t h e n e e d for s u p p o r t for h i s c o m m a n d i n G a l i l e e , t h o u g h it 
a l s o c o m p l i e d w i t h J e w i s h l a w s of h o s p i t a l i t y for t he fo re igner 
(ger).25 H o w e v e r , J o s e p h u s ' o p p o n e n t s e x p l o i t e d t h e i ssue by 
c o n v i n c i n g t h e masse s t h a t t h e p r e s e n c e of these fo re ign ' sorcerers ' 
m a d e i t i m p o s s i b l e for t h e m to defeat t h e R o m a n s , a n d e v e n t u a l l y 
they h a d to be g i v e n safe c o n d u c t to t h e o t h e r s ide of t he l ake 
(Life 149-154) . 2 6 A s s u m i n g t h a t t h e i n s t i g a t o r s of t h e t r o u b l e we re 
t h e s a m e zea lo t fana t ics w h o h a d des t royed H e r o d ' s p a l a c e , it is 
s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t t h e i r a p p e a l to t h e p e o p l e w a s m a d e i n t e r m s of 
p o p u l a r r e l i g i o u s beliefs (sorcery) , r a t h e r t h a n r i t u a l l aws of 
p u r i t y w h i c h m i g h t h a v e ref lected r i g o r i s t s ec t a r i an a t t i t u d e s 
s h a r e d by t h e p e o p l e a t l a rge . A t t h e s a m e t i m e o n e c a n n o t i g n o r e 
t h e fact t h a t i t s eems to h a v e b e e n t h e p e o p l e ( s ign i f i can t ly ca l led 
'Iou5cu'oi ,not TaXtXatot) w h o r a i s ed t h e i s sue i n i t i a l l y , a n d th i s 
c a n o n l y be i n t e r p r e t e d as a h y p e r s e n s i t i v e r e a c t i o n , g i v e n the fact 
t h a t g e n t i l e s m u s t h a v e b e e n p a r t of everyday life i n G a l i l e e , a n d 
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la te r r a b b i n i c a t t i t u d e s t o g e n t i l e s v a r i e d c o n s i d e r a b l y . 2 7 Before 
d e c i d i n g t h a t t h e p e o p l e ' s r e a c t i o n h a d a s i m i l a r m o t i v a t i o n to 
t h a t of t h e J e r u s a l e m c o u n c i l w h o a t t h i s t i m e h a d b a n n e d g e n t i l e 
m a r r i a g e s as p a r t of t h e p r o v i s i o n s of t h e 18 halakhoth,2* i t s h o u l d 
be r e m e m b e r e d t h a t T a r i c h a e a e m u s t h a v e felt itself p a r t i c u l a r l y 
v u l n e r a b l e , s ince i t b e l o n g e d t o A g r i p p a I I ' s k i n g d o m u n t i l t h e 
J e r u s a l e m c o u n c i l h a d t a k e n i t over . N a t u r a l l y , t h e p r e s e n c e of 
n o b l e m e n f rom t h a t r e a l m , p r e s u m a b l y r e a d y for a c t i o n , w o u l d 
h a v e been t r ea ted w i t h a g o o d d e a l of s u s p i c i o n , a n d i t c o u l d h a v e 
been e x p l o i t e d for t he i r o w n a i m s by a few fana t i c s . W e h e a r of a 
G a l i l e a n m i s s i o n a r y Eleazar , ' w h o h a d a r e p u t a t i o n for b e i n g 
e x t r e m e l y s t r ic t c o n c e r n i n g a n c e s t r a l l a w s ' e x h o r t i n g Izates , t h e 
k i n g of A d i a b n e t o h a v e h i m s e l f c i r c u m c i s e d ea r l i e r i n t h e first 
c e n t u r y C .E . (Ant 20:43), a n d t h e I t u r a e a n s o n t h e b o r d e r s of 
U p p e r Ga l i l ee h a d been c i rcumcised by A r i s t o b u l u s I (Ant 13:319). 
H o w e v e r , these e x a m p l e s a r e t o o r e m o t e i n t i m e a n d p l a c e t o 
a r g u e for p a r t i c u l a r l y k e e n l y felt G a l i l e a n a t i t t u d e s t o w a r d s 
c i r c u m c i s i o n . O n e c a n see r e a s o n s w h y p e o p l e w h o h a d h e l d o n to 
the i r J e w i s h r e l i g i o n i n t h e c r o s s - c u l t u r a l s i t u a t i o n i n w h i c h they 
l ived m i g h t h a v e b e e n sens i t ive o n t h e i s sue as a bas i c h a l l m a r k of 
J e w i s h fa i th r a t h e r t h a n for s ec t a r i an h a l a k h i c m o t i v e s . Yet i n a l l 
p r o b a b i l i t y t h e i n c i d e n t does reflect t h e sens i t ive c o n c e r n s of t h e 
t imes , w i t h o u t i m p l y i n g t h a t a l l G a l i l e a n s felt e q u a l l y a b o u t t h e 
issue. 

O n e f ina l p i ece of ev idence f rom Life c o n c e r n s t h e u s e of n a t i v e 
o i l by t h e J e w i s h i n h a b i t a n t s of C a e s a r e a P h i l i p p i , w h i c h J o h n of 
G i s c h a l a e x p l o i t e d so u n a s h a m e d l y (Life 74; War 2:591). I r r e spec 
t ive of w h e t h e r t h e S e l e u c i d w h o m a d e a g r a n t t o t h e J e w s of 
A n t i o c h to p a y for t he i r o w n o i l , w a s S e l e u c u s I, N i c a t o r (312-280 
B.C.E. ) , as J o s e p h u s says( ,4n* 12:119f),or A n t i o c h u s I I I (223-187 
B.C.E. ) , as m o s t s c h o l a r s t h i n k , 2 9 t h e c o n c e s s i o n s h o w s t h a t t h e 
q u e s t i o n of t h e J e w i s h u s e of p a g a n o i l h a d b e e n a n i s sue s ince 
ear ly h e l l e n i s t i c t i m e s . T h e m e n t i o n of t h e g y m n a s i a r c h s as 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s of t h e relief sugges t s t h e u s e of o i l i n t h e g y m n a s i a 
for t h e a n o i n t i n g of t h e b o d y , t h e ful l r e l i g i o u s i m p l i c a t i o n s of 
w h i c h we re to be revea led i n P a l e s t i n e l a te r d u r i n g t h e h e l l e n i s t i c 
r e fo rm (cf. 2 Mace 4:7-17). I t is p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e n e w l y - a r r i v e d 
Greeks i m p o r t e d t h e i r o w n o i l a n d n o d o u b t w e r e f o l l o w e d i n t h i s 
by t h e n a t i v e h e l l e n i z e d a r i s toc racy , so t h a t J e w i s h h a l a k h i c 
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a t t i t u d e s w o u l d h a v e b e g u n to be f o r m e d a t a n ea r ly s t age as p a r t 
of t h e r e s i s t ance o n r e l i g i o u s g r o u n d s t o a w h o l e di f ferent w a y of 
life (cijudith 10:5; Dn 1:8). 3 0 I t h a s b e e n s u g g e s t e d by H o e n i g in 
p a r t i c u l a r t h a t t h e a v o i d a n c e of g e n t i l e o i l a t t h e ear ly p e r i o d w a s 
d u e to fear of i n v o l v e m e n t i n i d o l a t r o u s sacrif ices, o i l b e i n g 
e spec ia l ly a s soc i a t ed w i t h c u l t i n t h e a n c i e n t w o r l d , a n d h a d 
n o t h i n g to d o w i t h r i t u a l l a w s of p u r i t y . 3 1 T h i s seems a n over
s t a t e m e n t h o w e v e r , i n v i e w of t h e fact t h a t t h e p u r i t y l aws h a d 
o r i g i n a t e d i n t h e c u l t . 3 2 C e r t a i n l y , ca re i n r e g a r d to t h e o i l a n d 
w i n e for sacr if ice w a s a n i n t e g r a l p a r t of p r i e s t l y halakhah f rom 
a n ea r ly s t age (M.Midd 2:5; War 5:562-5), a n d i n e v i t a b l y a s i m i l a r 
a t t i t u d e w o u l d h a v e e x t e n d e d to t h e da i l y u s e of o i l by t hose w h o 
e m b r a c e d t h e P h a r i s a i c w a y of life. I t w a s i n l i n e w i t h th i s ex ten 
s i o n t h a t o i l a p p e a r s i n a n ea r ly l is t of f o r b i d d e n g e n t i l e food 
w h i c h p r o b a b l y f o r m e d t h e bas i s for t h e la te r 18 halakhbth (M.A b. 
Zar 2 : 6 ) . 3 3 A n o t h e r m i s h n a h d r a w s a d i s t i n c t i o n o n g e o g r a p h i c 
l i ne s i n r e g a r d to t h e p u r i t y of w i n e a n d o i l : they a r e p r e s u m e d to 
b e k e p t i n r i t u a l p u r i t y a l l t h e year r o u n d i n J u d a e a w h e n they a re 
d e s i g n a t e d for t h e t e m p l e , w h e r e a s h e a v e of fe r ings c a n o n l y be 
p r e s u m e d to be r i tua l ly p u r e d u r i n g the harvest t ime (M. Hag3:5).34 

T h e T a l m u d s e x p l a i n t h a t G a l i l e e c a n n o t s h a r e t h e s a m e p re 
s u m p t i o n s ince it is s e p a r a t e d f r o m J u d a e a by a s t r i p of C u t h a e a n 
t e r r i t o ry (b.Hag 24b p. Hag 3:79a). A p p a r e n t l y , t he n e a r e r to t he 
t e m p l e t h e g r ea t e r t h e l i k e l i h o o d t h a t t h e p u r i t y l a w s w o u l d be 
obse rved , b u t t h i s n e e d n o t be seen as r e f l ec t ing G a l i l e a n lax i ty 
i n t h e ea r l i e r p e r i o d . 3 5 C e r t a i n l y , a c c o r d i n g to Life ( a n d War) 
G a l i l e a n o l ives a r e a c c e p t a b l e t o t h e J e w s of C a e s a r e a P h i l i p p i , 
p r e s u m a b l y for e x t r a - c u l t i c use . I n t h e l i g h t of t h e d i s c u s s i o n th i s 
s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e G a l i l e a n s w e r e n o t i r r e s p o n s i b l e i n t h e i r p r e p a r 
a t i o n of o i l , o r a t leas t i t w a s m o r e a c c e p t a b l e t h a n p a g a n p r o d u c e 
to t h e b e l e a g u e r e d J e w s of Caesa r ea . 

I t is i n d e e d s t r i k i n g t h a t these t h r e e e x a m p l e s f rom G a l i l e a n 
life i m m e d i a t e l y p r i o r t o t h e g r e a t r evo l t s u g g e s t l i n k s w i t h t h e 
m o r e r a d i c a l e x p r e s s i o n of J e w i s h s e p a r a t i o n w h i c h w a s t h e 
u n d e r l y i n g s u p p o r t for t h e revo l t . Of t h e th ree , t h e i n c i d e n t c o n 
c e r n i n g H e r o d ' s p a l a c e is t h e m o s t o b v i o u s e x a m p l e of s u c h 
p r o m p t i n g , a n d t h e q u e s t i o n s of c i r c u m c i s i o n a n d J e w i s h o i l i n 
a l l p r o b a b i l i t y w e r e s i m i l a r l y i n s p i r e d . W h a t does t h i s tell u s 
a b o u t G a l i l e e a n d t h e halakoth? F o r o n e t h i n g if a d i rec t l i n k is 
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c l a i m e d w i t h t h e 18 halakoth p a s s e d i n J e r u s a l e m i t c o u l d be 
sugges t ed t h a t G a l i l e e w a s very m u c h t h e c o n c e r n of t h o s e w h o 
f a sh ioned t hose e n a c t m e n t s . C o u l d t h i s m e a n t h a t t h e l i ne s of 
J e w i s h s e p a r a t i s m i n t h e p r o v i n c e w e r e b l u r r e d o r i n d a n g e r of 
b e c o m i n g so i n t h e eyes of t h e J e r u s a l e m - b a s e d rad ica l s? I n t h a t 
even t o n e m u s t n o t e t h a t o n t h e bas i s of t he , a d m i t t e d l y s can ty 
ev idence , t h e m e a s u r e s d i d n o t h a v e a n y g re t success . A s p o r a d i c 
o u t b u r s t i n T i b e r i a s , w i t h t h e s a m e fac t ion c o n t i n u i n g t h e 
t r o u b l e a t T a r i c h a e a e , a n d s w a y i n g t h e g e n e r a l p o p u l a c e t o t he i r 
s ide for a m o m e n t , w e r e t h e o n l y rea l v ic to r ies , i t w o u l d seem. 
H o w e v e r , i t is n o t a l w a y s p o s s i b l e t o g u a g e t h e t r u e fee l ings of a 
r e g i o n a t a m o m e n t of e x t r e m e cr is is , so w e m u s t l o o k to o u r o t h e r 
sources - r a b b i n i c l i t e r a t u r e a n d t h e g o s p e l s - for G a l i l e a n 
h a l a k h i c a t t i t u d e s i n t h e p re -70 p e r i o d . 

I n v iew of h i s l a te r i m p o r t a n c e for J u d a i s m i n t h e J a m n i a 
p e r i o d , t he t r a d i t i o n t h a t l i n k s J o h a n a n b e n Z a k k a i w i t h t h e 
G a l i l e a n t o w n of A r a v (9 K. N . N . E of S e p p h o r i s ) is t h e s i n g l e 
m o s t i m p o r t a n t p i ece of r a b b i n i c ev idence for t h e p re -70 p e r i o d 
(b.Shabb 146a; M . Shabb 16:7; 22:3). If t h e t r a d i t i o n t h a t l i n k s 
J o h a n a n w i t h H i l l e l is r e l i a b l e t h e n i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y i t w a s after 
t h e la t te r ' s d e a t h t h a t J o h a n a n m o v e d to t h e n o r t h , a n d it is for 
these r e a s o n s t h a t N e u s n e r da t e s t h e s o j o u r n b e t w e e n t h e years 20 
a n d 40 C . E . 3 6 J o h a n a n ' s f a m o u s w o e : ' G a l i l e e , G a l i l e e ! Y o u h a t e 
t he t o r a h ! Y o u r e n d w i l l be t o be bes i eged ' (p Shabb 16,15d), 
a t t r i b u t e d to h i m by a t h i r d c e n t u r y A m o r a , U l l a , h a s b e e n j u d g e d 
by N e u s n e r to be p s e u d e p i g r a p h i c , 3 7 b u t o n t h e bas i s of t h e 
t r a d i t i o n s a sc r ibed to J o h a n a n for t h e p re -70 p e r i o d i n g e n e r a l , 
a n d m o r e i m p o r t a n t l y for h i s G a l i l e a n s o j o u r n , i t c a n o n l y be a n 
a c c u r a t e i m p r e s s i o n of h i s f e e l i n g s . 3 8 P r e s u m a b l y , J o h a n a n w e n t 
to G a l i l e e as t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of J e r u s a l e m s c r i b i s m r a t h e r t h a n 
as a n a d v o c a t e fo t h e P h a r i s a i c sect, a n d w e m u s t b e carefu l t o 
k e e p t h e t w o s e p a r a t e n o m a t t e r h o w m u c h o u r sou rces t e n d t o 
ident i fy t h e m , o r h o w closely t h e i r v iews c o r r e s p o n d e d i n p r a c 
t i c e . 3 9 T h e g o s p e l s a l s o m e n t i o n Scr ibes f r o m J e r u s a l e m , a n d as 
w e sha l l see, i t is they r a t h e r t h a n t h e loca l P h a r i s e e s w h o s eem to 
be a t o d d s w i t h n a t i v e p ie ty . 

T w o s tor ies r e l a t i n g t o J o h a n a n i n G a l i l e e m a y h e l p t o i l l u s 
t ra te t h e t e n s i o n s i n h e r e n t i n t h e s i t u a t i o n . T h e first c o n c e r n s 
J o h a n a n ' s a s soc ia te H a n i n a b e n D o s a , w h o c lea r ly w a s n o t a 
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t eache r d e s p i t e t h e a s c r i p t i o n of t h e t i t l e r a b b i to h i m i n la ter 
t r a d i t i o n . 4 0 H a n i n a ' s c u r e of J o h a n a n ' s s o n is r e l a t ed i n 6. Ber 34b 
a n d d e s p i t e b e i n g t h e benef ic ia ry of t h e h e a l e r ' s p r aye r , J o h a n a n 
c o n t r a s t s h i m s e l f w i t h h i m as a p r i n c e to a s e r v a n t i n t h e h o u s e of 
a k i n g . C lea r ly , i n s t i t u t i o n a l r e l i g i o n w a s n o t t o o e n a m o u r e d of 
t h e c h a r i s m a t i c s ' p o p u l a r a p p e a l . T h e s e c o n d i n c i d e n t c o n c e r n s 
o n e of J o h a n a n ' s p u p i l s (R . J o s u a a c c o r d i n g to t h e ARN 
v e r s i o n ) 4 2 w h o w a s sen t to i n v e s t i g a t e a hasid l i v i n g a t B e t h R a m a 
(or R a m a t b e t h - A n a t h ) a n d , t h o u g h a p r i e s t a n d fo l lower of t h e 
i n s t r u c t i o n of t h e hasid'im (CPTDn nJCPD), is s a id to h a v e k n o w n 
n o t h i n g a b o u t t h e b i b l i c a l verse r e l a t i n g to t h e pos s ib i l i t y of 
s toves a n d o v e n s b e c o m i n g u n c l e a n (Lv 11 :35) . 4 3 T h e e p i s o d e is 
t o l d as a n i l l u s t r a t i o n of t h e s a y i n g i n M . Ab 1:13, ' h e w h o does 
n o t serve t h e s c h o l a r s deserves t o d i e ' , a n d is c lear ly i n t e n d e d as a 
c r i t i c i s m of t h o s e hasidim w h o w e r e n o t over ly c o n c e r n e d w i t h 
t h e p u r i t y l a w s , d e s p i t e t he i r r e n o w n as h o l y m e n . W h i l e i t is n o t 
p o s s i b l e t o d a t e e i t h e r e p i s o d e to t h e h i s t o r i c a l J o h a n a n ' s s tay i n 
G a l i l e e w i t h a n y deg ree of ce r t a in ty , b o t h su re ly reflect t h e k i n d of 
i n e v i t a b l e t e n s i o n s t h a t m u s t h a v e a r i s e n b e t w e e n t h e r ecogn ized 
p r a c t i t i o n e r s of t he p i o u s w a y of life w i t h i n t h e p r o v i n c e , a n d 
t h o s e w h o c a m e f rom o u t s i d e , e spec ia l ly J e r u s a l e m . 

T h i s a p p e a r s to be t h e cor rec t p l a c e t o d i scuss t h e d i s t i nc t ive 
G a l i l e a n p rac t i ces a n d c u s t o m s t h a t a r e f r e q u e n t l y referred to in 
r a b b i n i c l i t e r a t u r e . D o these differences a m o u n t to a d i s t i nc t ive 
G a l i l e a n halakhah, a n d if so i n w h a t c i r c u m s t a n c e s w a s it 
d e v e l o p e d ? F i n k e l s t e i n h a s add re s sed h i m s e l f to t h i s q u e s t i o n a n d 
a t t e m p t s to e x p l a i n t h e differences o n t h e bas i s of p a t r i c i a n a n d 
p l e b e i a n c o n d i t i o n s i n J e r u s a l e m , r e p r e s e n t e d by t h e S h a m m a i t e s 
a n d H i l l e l i t e s , w h i c h w e r e s u b s e q u e n t l y t r ans fe r red to G a l i l e e , 
d o m i n a t e d as i t w a s by the S h a m m a i t i c p a t r i c i a n class of l a n d 
o w n e r s . 4 4 T h u s s ta ted , t he r e a r e a n u m b e r of u n p r o v e n a n d u n 
p r o v a b l e a s s e r t i o n s i n t h i s thes i s , l ike t h e p a t r i c i a n b a c k g r o u n d 
of t h e S h a m m a i t e s o r t h e i r d o m i n a t i o n of life i n G a l i l e e . Yet t h e 
s u g g e s t i o n bears f u r t h e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n t h e l i g h t of o u r ea r l i e r 
d i s c u s s i o n of t h e h i s t o r y a n d soc ia l c o n d i t i o n s i n G a l i l e e . T h e 
d i s t inc t ion be tween J u d a e a a n d Gal i l ee was in p a r t g e o g r a p h i c a n d 
c l i m a t i c , as M . Shab 9:2 r ecogn izes . H i s t o r i c a l l y , t h e d iv i s i on 
b e t w e e n t h e t w o p r o v i n c e s goes b a c k a t leas t t o t h e d i v i s i o n of t h e 
w h o l e J e w i s h t e r r i to ry by P o m p e y , w h e n for a t i m e , G a l i l e e h a d 
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its o w n (ar i s tocra t ic ) c o u n c i l . W e a re n o t i n a p o s i t i o n to say if 
t h i s c o n t i n u e d i n a l i m i t e d , speci f ica l ly r e l i g i o u s c a p a c i t y la ter , 
yet t h e fact t h a t J o s e p h u s c o u l d set u p a loca l c o u n c i l for d e a l i n g 
w i t h civi l a n d c r i m i n a l cases, s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e n o t i o n w o u l d n o t 
be a l t o g e t h e r fo re ign to J e w i s h o r g a n i z a t i o n . A c c o r d i n g t o M . 
Ned 5:5 t he G a l i l e a n s ' fa thers h a d h a n d e d over t h e i r s h a r e i n 

A 

p u b l i c t h i n g s to t h e nasi, a n d d e p e n d i n g o n w h a t is m e a n t by 
' p u b l i c t h i n g s ' t h i s c o u l d be a p re -70 r e f e r e n c e . 4 5 L i k e w i s e t h e 
let ters of t h e sages r e g a r d i n g t i thes s p e a k of s i m i l a r c o m m u n i c a 
t i ons to t h e G a l i l e a n fa thers . T h u s these t w o p ieces of ev idence 
seem to sugges t o n e c e n t r a l c o n t r o l of J e w i s h r e l i g i o u s p r a c t i c e 
w h i c h w o u l d m a k e t h e e m e r g e n c e of a n i n d e p e n d e n t halakhah 
w i t h i n t h e p r o v i n c e u n l i k e l y i n t h e ea r l i e r p e r i o d . I n t h e p r e v i o u s 
c h a p t e r w e a r g u e d t h a t t h e S a d d u c e a n , r a t h e r t h a n t h e P h a r i s a i c 
a p p r o a c h to t he ha l f sheke l o f fe r ing w a s f o l l o w e d the re , a n d t h i s 
w o u l d i n d i c a t e a c e r t a i n deg ree of f l ex ib i l i ty i n s u c h m a t t e r s . 
F u r t h e r m o r e , if t h e d o m i n a n t soc ia l c lass w a s S a d d u c e a n , i n a l l 
p r o b a b i l i t y they c o n t r o l l e d r e l i g i o u s m a t t e r s a l so , a n d i t m a y h a v e 
been to c o u n t e r a c t s u c h i n f l u e n c e t h a t P h a r i s a i c scr ibes l i ke 
J o h a n a n w e n t to t h e a rea . 

Specif ical ly , t h e differences cover a n u m b e r of a r ea s : w e i g h t s 
a n d m e a s u r e s , t h e G a l i l e a n o n e s b e i n g o n l y ha l f t h e v o l u m e of t h e 
J u d a e a n , (M. Keth 5:9; M . Hull 11:2; M . Ter 10:8; p. Kel 5:11a); 
c u s t o m s r e l a t i n g to t h e eve of t h e feasts of P a s s o v e r a n d t h e D a y of 
A t o n e m e n t (M. Pesh 4:5; M. Hull 5:3); f u n e r a l r i tes a n d c u s t o m s 
(p. Mo Kat. 3,5; Sem. 3:6, 10:15; b. Shabb 153a); m a r r i a g e l a w 
a n d d ivorce (M. Keth 1:5; 4:12; b. Keth 12a). 

C a n th i s ev idence s u p p o r t t h e h y p o t h e s i s t h a t F i n k e l s t e i n 
w i s h e s to cons t ruc t ? M e t r o l o g y w a s n o t so h i g h l y d e v e l o p e d i n 
P a l e s t i n e as to e x c l u d e loca l c u s t o m s , a n d t h e h e l l e n i s t i c m o n 
a rch ies d i d n o t a c h i e v e a to t a l ly cen t r a l i zed sys tem e i the r , so t h a t 
differences i n w e i g h t s a n d m e a s u r e s a r e n o t s i g n i f i c a n t o n c e t h e i r 
re la t ive v o l u m e h a d b e e n w o r k e d o u t for t i t h i n g a n d o t h e r sac red 
o b l i g a t i o n s . 4 6 T h e c u s t o m s r e l a t i n g to t h e eves of t h e t w o feasts 
a re best i n t e r p r e t e d as a m o r e l i t e ra l f o l l o w i n g of t h e r e l e v a n t 
b ib l i ca l verses (Nm 28:18.28, Passover ; Lv 22:28, D a y of A t o n e 
m e n t ) , b u t t h i s w o u l d p o i n t t o t h e S a d d u c e a n halakhah, r a t h e r 
t h a n to tha t of the school of S h a m m a i . C u s t o m differed f rom p lace 
to p l a c e a c c o r d i n g to b. Shabb 153a, a n d t h u s F i n k e l s t e i n ' s 
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s u g g e s t i o n s a b o u t t h e reserve of t h e G a l i l e a n s a t fune ra l s o r the i r 
m o d e s t y a t m a r r i a g e s s eem r a t h e r f a r - fe t ched . 4 7 M o r e s i gn i f i can t 
is t h e a g r e e m e n t of t h e G a l i l e a n s w i t h t h e m e n of J e r u s a l e m over 
aga ins t the J u d a e a n s r e g a r d i n g the r i gh t s of the w i d o w . Accord ing 
to t h e f o r m e r s h e h a d a c o n t r a c t u a l r i g h t to be s u p p o r t e d f rom 
h e r e x - h u s b a n d ' s p r o p e r t y as l o n g as s h e r e m a i n e d a w i d o w , 
w h e r e a s t h e la t t e r w e r e free to p a y h e r a f ixed d o w r y a n d d i smi s s 
he r (M.Keth 4:12). T h e r e m a r k of p.Keth 4:29b to the effect tha t the 
G a l i l e a n s w e r e m o r e c o n c e r n e d w i t h h o n o r t h a n w i t h m o n e y is 
scarcely a n a d e q u a t e e x p l a n a t i o n of t h e di f ference. O n c e a g a i n 
o n e m i g h t p o i n t t o a m o r e r i g i d a d h e r e n c e to t h e b ib l i ca l l aws 
p r o t e c t i n g t h e w i d o w (e.g. Ex 22 :21 ; Dt 10:18; 24:17-21; 26:12f; 
27:19) as t h e s o u r c e of t h e G a l i l e a n ( a n d J e r u s a l e m ) a t t i t u d e . 
H o w e v e r , t h e m i s h n a h itself p o i n t s t o a m o r e i m m e d i a t e sou rce 
for t h e c u s t o m , n a m e l y a n o r d i n a n c e of t h e Beth din. G a l i l e a n 
life i n r e l i g i o u s , as w e l l as o t h e r m a t t e r s , h a d g l a d l y c o m e u n d e r 
t h e c o n t r o l of t h e J e r u s a l e m c o u n c i l a n d i n t h e ea r ly days w a s 
h a p p y to a c c e p t t h e decrees of t h a t c e n t r a l r e l i g i o u s a u t h o r i t y i n 
J u d a i s m w i t h o u t cav i l . O n c e a c e r t a i n c u s t o m h a d been es tab
l i shed , l oya l ty d e m a n d e d a d h e r e n c e to t h a t w a y . T h u s t he 
G a l i l e a n s d i d n o t r e c o g n i z e o r i n d e e d r e q u i r e t he P h a r i s a i c 
c h a n g e s to t h e halakhah, of ten d e s i g n e d to m e e t n e w socia l con 
d i t i o n s t h a t d i d n o t o b t a i n a m o n g t h e m . I t is t h i s c i r c u m s t a n c e , 
r o o t e d i n t h e h i s t o r y a n d soc ia l s t r a t i f i ca t i on of t he p r o v i n c e , 
r a t h e r t h a n F i n k e l s t e i n ' s ' p a t r i c i a n S h a m m a i t e s ' t h a t e x p l a i n s 
t h e a p p a r e n t c o n s e r v a t i s m of J e w i s h c u s t o m s t h e r e . 4 8 

O n e p o s s i b l e s o u r c e of G a l i l e a n c o n t a c t w i t h halakhah o t h e r 
t h a n t h a t of t h e J e r u s a l e m sages is t h e Beney Bathyra w h o r ecu r 
f r o m t i m e to t i m e i n r a b b i n i c l i t e r a t u r e . W e first h e a r of t h e m in 
B a b y l o n i a o p p o s e d to H i l l e l o n t h e q u e s t i o n of w o r k i n g o n t h e 
eve of P a s s o v e r w h e n t h a t day fell o n a s a b b a t h , b e i n g i n c l i n e d to 
t h e m o r e s t r i n g e n t v i ew u n t i l H i l l e l w a s a b l e t o c i te P a l e s t i n i a n 
a u t h o r i t y i n favor of h i s o p i n i o n (p. Pesh 6,34b). Hi l l e l r ep roached 
t h e m for n o t s t u d y i n g u n d e r S h a m m a i a h a n d A b t a l i o n i n the i r 
o w n c o u n t r y the reby n o t b e i n g d e p e n d e n t o n t he o p i n i o n of a 
B a b y l o n i a n s a g e . 4 9 Subsequen t l y w e mee t t h e m at J a m n i a o p p o s i n g 
J o h a n a n ben Zakkai 's transference of t emple r i tua l to the synagogue 
(b. Ros ha-Sh.29b).50 Severa l s c h o l a r s a s s u m e t h a t t he i r n a m e is 
der ived f rom fiadvpa i n Ba tanaea , in the distr ict w h e r e Baby lon i an 
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J e w s h a d been p l a n t e d by H e r o d t h e G r e a t a n d h a d p r o v e d to be a 
real s u p p o r t a g a i n s t t h e m a r a u d e r s of T r a n s j o r d a n for fe l low 
B a b y l o n i a n s o n p i l g r i m a g e to J e r u s a l e m . 5 1 I n fact J o s e p h u s says 
t h a t m a n y J e w s f rom al l p a r t s ' devo ted to a n c e s t r a l c u s t o m s ' 
f locked to t he te r r i to ry , a p p a r e n t l y n o t me re ly b e c a u s e of t h e tax 
concess ions t h a t l as ted as l o n g as H e r o d l ived (Ant 17:26-31). 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y w e h a v e n o m o r e p rec i se i n f o r m a t i o n o n Z a m a r i s ' 
r e l i g i o u s v iews , n o r of t h o s e w h o m i g r a t e d to h i s t e r r i to ry . H o w 
ever, w e d o f ind h i s a n c e s t o r s m a i n t a i n i n g b o t h t h e i r l oya l ty to t h e 
H e r o d s a n d the i r J e w i s h fa i th a t t h e t i m e of t h e first r evo l t . O n e of 
h i s d e s c e n d a n t s P h i l i p b e n J a c i m u s p l a y e d a s i g n i f i c a n t , t h o u g h 
a m b i v a l e n t p a r t i n t h e even t s of 66 C .E . b e i n g a p p a r e n t l y o n t h e 
s ide of m o d e r a t i o n b o t h i n J e r u s a l e m a n d a t G a m a l a . 5 2 K i n s m e n 
of h i s i n J e rusa l em were a l so o n the side of the modera te s (Life 46f) 
a n d g o o d r e l a t i o n s seem to h a v e ex i s ted b e t w e e n t h e ' B a b y l o n i a n ' 
J e w s a n d t hose i n C a e s a r e a P h i l i p p i (Life 55). P r e s u m a b l y fu r the r 
con t ac t s b e t w e e n these J e w s a n d t h o s e of G a l i l e e c a n be p r e 
s u p p o s e d , a fact t h a t m a y e x p l a i n t h e c o n f u s i o n i n r e g a r d to J u d a s 
t h e G a l i l e a n o r t h e G a u l a n i t e ( / 4 r U 18:4; War 2:118) a n d J o s e p h u s ' 
a p p o i n t m e n t t o t h e t w o G a l i l e e s a n d G a m a l a (War 2:568). I n fact 
we hear of refugees from T r a c h o n i t i s a n d G a u l a n i t i s a t T a r i c h a e a e 
d u r i n g t h e revo l t (War 3:542), a n d i n t u r n t h e G a l i l e a n s h e l p e d 
o u t the i r fe l low J e w s d u r i n g t h e s iege of G a m a l a . R e c e n t a r c h a e 
o l o g i c a l r e p o r t s s u g g e s t m o r e l a s t i n g r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n U p p e r 
G a l i l e e a n d t h e w e s t e r n G a u l a n b o t h i n t e r m s of l i n g u i s t i c 
r eg iona l i sm a n d the overal l ma te r i a l c u l t u r e a n d t h u s the scattered 
contacts suggested by l i terary sources take o n a wider s ign i f i cance . 5 3 

I t m i g h t seem s t r a n g e to s u g g e s t t h a t n e w a r r iva l s c o u l d h a v e 
been the s o u r c e for ce r t a in G a l i l e a n p rac t i ce s a n d a t t i t u d e s , a n d 
p e r h a p s t h e i n f luences w e r e m u t u a l , r a t h e r t h a n one - s ided . 
N a t u r a l l y a n y c o n c l u s i o n s m u s t be e x t r e m e l y t en t a t ive , yet i t is 
sugges t ive to f ind s o m e c o r r e s p o n d e n c e b o t h i n g e n e r a l a n d de ta i l 
be tween G a l i l e a n halakhic a t t i t u d e s a n d t h o s e of t h e Beney 
Bathyra, as o p p o s e d to t h o s e of J e r u s a l e m sages . 

F i n a l l y , w e c a n t u r n to t h e g o s p e l e v i d e n c e a n d e x a m i n e i t 
a g a i n s t t he s p o r a d i c , a n d a p p a r e n t l y u n s u c c e s s f u l P h a r i s a i c 
p re sence in G a l i l e e , p r i o r to 70 C .E . t h a t c a n be d i s c e r n e d f r o m 
J o s e p h u s a n d t h e r a b b i n i c sources . I t is g e n e r a l l y r e c o g n i z e d t h a t 
the p i c t u r e of t h e P h a r i s e e s w h i c h e m e r g e s f r o m t h e p a g e s of t h e 
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N e w T e s t a m e n t is c o l o r e d by t h e ear ly C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i t y ' s 
e x p e r i e n c e s w i t h J u d a i s m d u r i n g t h e f o r m a t i v e p e r i o d of t he 
s y n o p t i c t r a d i t i o n . I n p a r t i c u l a r t h e s h a r p p o l e m i c of Mt. is 
c o n s i d e r e d to reflect t h e t e n s i o n s of t h e J a m n i a p e r i o d , b u t t o 
s o m e d e g r e e these s a m e t e n d e n c i e s c a n be de tec ted i n t h e o t h e r 
t h r ee g o s p e l s a l s o . 5 4 T h u s t h e P h a r i s e e s of t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t , i n 
t h e w o r d s of J a c o b N e u s n e r , 'serve as a n a r r a t i v e c o n v e n t i o n . 
W h e n e v e r t h e n a r r a t o r n e e d s s o m e o n e to ask a q u e s t i o n t h a t 
a l l o w s a s t u n n i n g r e s p o n s e o n t h e p a r t of J e s u s , h e ca l ls fo r th t h e 
P h a r i s e e s . W h e n a v i l l a i n is n e e d e d to e x e m p l i f y o b v i o u s l y 
u n s a v o u r y s p i r i t u a l t ra i t s h e ca l l s for th t h e P h a r i s e e s . ' 5 5 T h e m o r e 
o b v i o u s e x a m p l e s of t h i s c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n a re : t h e lack of in te res t 
i n a n y i n t r a - P h a r i s a i c differences; t h e s u g g e s t i o n t h a t t h e 
Phar isees are the o n l y o r the d o m i n a n t sp i r i tua l force in J u d a i s m ; 5 6 

t h e l i n k i n g of t h e P h a r i s e e s w i t h o t h e r g r o u p s , espec ia l ly t h e 
scr ibes , to t h e p o i n t t h a t 'Scr ibes a n d P h a r i s e e s ' b e c o m e a n a l m o s t 
t e c h n i c a l t e r m for t h e o p p o n e n t s of J e s u s , w i t h o u t scarcely a n y 
a t t e m p t to differentiate be tween t h e m . 5 7 T h e fact tha t the Phar isees 
a n d C h r i s t i a n s a g r e e o n t h e idea of r e s u r r e c t i o n f rom the d e a d 
(Mk 12:18-27 a n d p a r . ) does n o t a l l ev ia t e t h e ove ra l l i m p r e s s i o n 
m a d e by t h e shee r v o l u m e of m a t e r i a l t h a t h a s J e s u s (or h i s 
d i sc ip le s ) i n r a d i c a l o p p o s i t i o n to t h e P h a r i s e e s , t he i r t e a c h i n g s 
a n d p r a c t i c e s . 5 8 

W h e n a l l t h i s d e v e l o p m e n t i n t h e t r a d i t i o n h a s been g r a n t e d , i t 
s t i l l does n o t s eem p o s s i b l e t o e l i m i n a t e c o m p l e t e l y a g e n u i n e 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n b e t w e e n J e s u s a n d P h a r i s a i s m . F o r o n e t h i n g , even 
B u l t m a n n r ecogn izes t h a t t h e s a y i n g of J e s u s e m b e d d e d i n a 
c o n t r o v e r s y s tory m a y b e a u t h e n t i c even w h e n t h e s e t t i n g is t h e 
p r o d u c t of t h e ea r ly C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i t y . 5 9 A n d a n u m b e r of t h e 
g o s p e l c o n t r o v e r s y s tor ies dea l e x p l i c i t l y w i t h t o p i c s t h a t were 
c e n t r a l t o P h a r i s a i c t e a c h i n g : t h e s a b b a t h o b s e r v a n c e (Mk 2:23-8 
a n d p a r . ) f a s t i n g (Mk 2:18-22 a n d p a r . ) ; t h e o b s e r v a n c e of p u r i t y 
l a w s (Mk 7:1-23 a n d p a r . ) a n d d ivo rce (Mk 10:2-12). W h e n a l l 
these p a s s a g e s h a v e b e e n sub jec t ed to a t h o r o u g h fo rm a n d 
r e d a c t i o n - c r i t i c a l a n a l y s i s they s t i l l l eave n o r e a s o n a b l e d o u b t 
t h a t J e s u s w a s a t o d d s w i t h t h e P h a r i s e e s o n a n u m b e r of c ruc i a l 
p o i n t s i n t h e i r p i e t y . 6 0 A n d a n e x a m i n a t i o n of h i s o w n t e a c h i n g , 
as t h i s c a n be g l e a n e d e.g. f rom t h e p a r a b l e s , sugges t s a to ta l ly 
d i f ferent c o n c e p t i o n of G o d , so g r a p h i c a l l y p o r t r a y e d in t h e 
p a r a b l e of t h e P h a r i s e e a n d t h e P u b l i c a n (Lk 18:10-14) . 6 1 
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W h e r e d i d s u c h a c o n f r o n t a t i o n b e t w e e n J e s u s a n d P h a r i s a i s m 
take place? H e r e w e r u n i n t o t h e d i f f icu l t q u e s t i o n of g o s p e l 
g e o g r a p h y a n d t h e p o s s i b i l i t y of t h e p a t e n t G a l i l e e / J e r u s a l e m 
t ens ions b e i n g t h e r e su l t of ea r ly i n t r a - C h r i s t i a n p o l e m i c s - a 
p r o b l e m w e h o p e t o add re s s i n t h e f ina l c h a p t e r of t h i s s t u d y . 6 2 

Besides, a l l w o u l d a g r e e t h a t t h e p r e s e n t f r a m e w o r k of t h e g o s p e l s 
is s econdary , so t h a t t he l o c a t i o n of a p a r t i c u l a r c o n t r o v e r s y w i t h 
in t he G a l i l e a n sec t ion of t h e g o s p e l does n o t necessa r i ly p r o v e 
t h a t a c o n f r o n t a t i o n t o o k p l a c e the re , u n l e s s t h e e p i s o d e as a 
w h o l e is t i gh t l y a n c h o r e d t o t h e p a r t i c u l a r g e o g r a p h i c s i t u a t i o n 
to w h i c h it is a t t r ibu ted , as e.g. the story of t he G a d a r e n e d e m o n i a c 
(Mk 5:1-19 a n d p a r . ) . 6 3 Neve r the l e s s , a few i n d i c a t i o n s w i t h i n t h e 
gospe l s m a y h e l p t o w a r d s a s o l u t i o n of t h e q u e s t i o n p o s e d i n 
t e rms of t h e c o n c e r n s of t h i s c h a p t e r - P h a r i s a i s m i n G a l i l e e . T h e 
p a r a b l e of the P h a r i s e e a n d the P u b l i c a n a t leas t s u g g e s t s t h a t 
J e r u s a l e m r a t h e r t h a n G a l i l e e w a s t h e p l a c e w h e r e a G a l i l e a n 
locates t h e P h a r i s e e s , t h o u g h u n d o u b t e d l y t h e ve rb avafiaZveiv 
c o u l d i n d i c a t e the idea of t h e p i l g r i m a g e to J e r u s a l e m (cf. Jn 7:8). 
M o r e s i gn i f i c an t is t h e ev idence of L u k e ' s g o s p e l , e spec ia l ly 
s ince t he t h i r d e va nge l i s t s eems t o be be t t e r i n f o r m e d o n a n u m b e r 
of p o i n t s a b o u t P h a r i s a i s m . 6 4 O n th r ee o c c a s i o n s w e h e a r of 
J e s u s b e i n g a t t ab l e w i t h P h a r i s e e s (Lk 7:36; 11:37; 14:1) i n a 
G a l i l e a n se t t ing , a t least i n t h e first t w o i n s t a n c e s . T h e s e p a s s a g e s 
seem to be free of t h e m o r e p o l e m i c a l o v e r t o n e s of t h e t r a d i t i o n , 
b u t t a k e n i n i s o l a t i o n they w o u l d be o p e n to t h e o b j e c t i o n j u s t 
r a i sed - w e h a v e n o w a r r a n t for c o n c l u d i n g f r o m t h e i r g o s p e l 
l o c a t i o n to t he i r o r i g i n a l s e t t i ng . H o w e v e r , Lk 13:3Iff., w h i c h 
c o n c e r n s a f r iendly a t t i t u d e b e t w e e n P h a r i s e e s a n d J e s u s , s t r o n g l y 
sugges t s t h e p r e s e n c e of s o m e P h a r i s e e s i n G a l i l e e . B u l t m a n n 
descr ibes t h e e p i s o d e as ' i n t h e s t r ic t sense a p i e c e of b i o g r a p h i c a l 
m a t e r i a l ' , 6 5 a n d t h e fact t h a t J e s u s is b e i n g w a r n e d a b o u t H e r o d 
A n t i p a s m e a n s t h a t i t t o o k p l a c e w i t h i n h i s j u r i s d i c t i o n , p r o b a b l y 
i n G a l i l e e , s ince w e h a v e n o e v i d e n c e of a m i n i s t r y of J e s u s i n 
P e r a e a . 6 6 T h e fact t h a t t h e r e is n o m e n t i o n of scr ibes i n t h i s e p i 
sode is s i gn i f i c an t s ince L u k e is a w a r e of t h e d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n 
sc r ib i sm as a p r o f e s s i o n (Lk 11:46-52; 20:46) a n d P h a r i s a i s m as a 
w a y of life (Lk l l : 3 9 - 4 2 . 4 4 ) , 6 7 a n d t h e c o n c l u s i o n s eems ju s t i f i ed 
t h a t t he re were P h a r i s e e s l i v i n g i n H e r o d ' s t e r r i t o ry d u r i n g 
J e s u s ' m i n i s t r y . A t t h e s a m e t i m e t h e r e is a n i m p o r t a n t n o t i c e a t 
Mk 3:22, r e p e a t e d a t 7:1 w h i c h s h o u l d n o t be o v e r l o o k e d : scr ibes 
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(7pa/x/xarets) f r o m J e r u s a l e m c a m e a n d a c c u s e d J e s u s of b e i n g 
possessed by Bee lzebu l (3:22), a n d a t 7:1 w e h e a r of t h e ' Pha r i s ee s 
g a t h e r i n g t o g e t h e r w i t h s o m e of t h e scr ibes w h o h a d c o m e f rom 
J e r u s a l e m ' (R .S .V. ) . B o t h verses s h o w s i g n s of M a r k a n ed i to r i a l 
w r i t i n g , 6 8 yet t h i s d o e s n o t i n v a l i d a t e t h e i n f o r m a t i o n for o u r 
p u r p o s e s of d i s c u s s i n g t h e p re -70 s i t u a t i o n i n G a l i l e e . T h e 
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e w i t h L u k e is s t r i k i n g , i n t h a t M a r k t o o seems to 
a t t r i b u t e a P h a r i s a i c p r e s e n c e to G a l i l e e a n d a sc r iba l m i s s i o n 
f r o m J e r u s a l e m to s u p p o r t i t . 

S u r v e y i n g t h i s e v i d e n c e f rom o u r sources for p re -70 J u d a i s m in 
G a l i l e e a n u m b e r of p o i n t s seem to be e s t a b l i s h e d . P h a r i s a i s m h a d 
m a d e c e r t a i n i n r o a d s i n t o t h e p r o v i n c e p r i o r t o 70 C .E . a n d b o t h 
J o s e p h u s a n d t h e g o s p e l s s u g g e s t t h a t its g rea tes t successes were 
i n t h e s e t t l e m e n t s a l o n g t h e l ake f ron t - T i b e r i a s , T a r i c h a e a e , 
C a e s a r e a P h i l i p p i , a n d p r o b a b l y C a p h e r n a u m , C o r o z a i n a n d 
B e t h s a i d a a l s o . I t is n o t p o s s i b l e to say h o w ex tens ive ly it d o m i 
n a t e d life e l s e w h e r e , b u t t h e l i k e l i h o o d is t h a t t he TaXtXatot 
awo TTJS x ^ P a 5 of J o s e p h u s , n a m e l y t h e r u r a l p e o p l e , w o u l d be 
t e r m e d 'am ha-' aretz by t h e P h a r i s e e s o n r e l i g i o u s g r o u n d s . Yet 
if t h e g o s p e l s a r e a t a l l r e l i a b l e t he P h a r i s e e s of G a l i l e e d o n o t 
a p p e a r t o be over ly r i g i d i n t e r m s of t h e i r c o n t a c t s w i t h t hose w h o 
w e r e n o t of t h a t p e r s u a s i o n , as t h e i r d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h J e s u s 
i n d i c a t e . O n e f inds n o t races of P h a r i s a i c haburoth of t he m o r e 
s t r ic t o b s e r v a n c e i n t h e a v a i l a b l e ev idence . T h e a t t e m p t by zealot 
e x t r e m i s t s t o r ad i ca l i ze t h i s G a l i l e a n P h a r i s a i s m i n the i m m e d i a t e 
p re -70 p e r i o d s eems to h a v e m e t w i t h o n l y a l i m i t e d success, a n d 
t h e very p r e s c r i p t i o n s w h i c h w o u l d a p p e a r to h a v e G a l i l e e p a r t i c 
u l a r l y i n m i n d , o r a t least h a d a very rea l e c h o the re , sugges t t ha t 
i n t h e p re -70 p e r i o d t h e l i nes b e t w e e n P h a r i s e e a n d 'am ha-' aretz 
w e r e n o t r i g i d l y d r a w n . N e i t h e r d i d J e r u s a l e m sc r ib i sm h a v e a n y 
g r e a t success i n G a l i l e e i n o u s t i n g t he S a d d u c e a n d o m i n a t i o n of 
t h e e t h o s t he r e . T h i s w a s n o t d u e to a n y g r e a t b o n d s b e t w e e n 
p e a s a n t a n d a r i s t o c r a t i c l a n d o w n e r , b u t r a t h e r because i n i t i a l l y 
G a l i l e a n J u d a i s m h a d e n t e r e d t h e m a i n s t r e a m of J e w i s h life in 
P a l e s t i n e u n d e r t h e o l d h i e roc racy , a n d loya l ty to a w a y of life 
t h a t w a s b u i l t o n t he w r i t t e n t o r a h s u i t e d t he a g r a r i a n c i r c u m 
s t ances of these p e o p l e . R e l i g i o u s c o n s e r v a t i s m a n d re la t ive 
soc ia l s t ab i l i t y c o m b i n e d to m a k e the sc r iba l w a y of life b o t h 
u n n e c e s s a r y a n d u n a t t r a c t i v e to t h e p e a s a n t s . I n t he eyes of the 
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scr ibe b o t h w e a l t h y l a n d o w n e r a n d p e a s a n t we re a l i k e 'am ha-' 
aretz insofar as they refused to accep t h i s w a y , b u t as l o n g as t h e 
t e m p l e s tood s u c h d i v i s i o n s were n o t so o b v i o u s even for t h o s e 
d i rec t ly invo lved . W e m u s t n o w t u r n to t h e e v i d e n c e f rom t h e 
J a m n i a p e r i o d to see h o w t h e c h a n g e s w i t h i n J u d a i s m w h i c h w e 
h a v e o u t l i n e d a t the o u t s e t w o r k e d t h e m s e l v e s o u t i n t he p r o v i n c e 
in the w a k e of t h e r e l i g i o u s a n d soc ia l u p h e a v a l of t h e revo l t 
a g a i n s t R o m e . 

I I 
G A L I L E E ' S R E S P O N S E T O T H E R E - O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

O F J A M N I A 

At the b e g i n n i n g of t h i s c h a p t e r w e h a v e u n d e r l i n e d t h e c h a n g e 
that took p lace w i t h i n J u d a i s m w i t h the des t ruc t ion of the t emple . 
T h e s tudy of t he t o r a h n o w b e c a m e the c e n t r a l rea l i ty of J e w i s h 
life a n d a l l p r e v i o u s d i v i s i o n s t e n d e d to be o b l i t e r a t e d in t he o n e 
o v e r a r c h i n g c o n c e r n to e s t ab l i sh ' a n o t h e r w a y ' for t he p i o u s J e w . 
H o w e v e r , the r e o r g a n i z a t i o n d i d n o t t ake p l a c e i m m e d i a t e l y a n d 
m a n y of t he o l d e r t e n s i o n s c o n t i n u e d to be i den t i f i ab l e for s o m e 
t ime , espec ia l ly as l o n g as i n f l u e n t i a l f igures f rom the p re -70 
p e r i o d l ived. All th i s r e - o r g a n i z a t i o n w a s p o s s i b l e , of c o u r s e , 
because R o m e m a d e n o a t t e m p t to w i p ^ o u t t he J e w i s h r e l i g i o n , 
desp i t e a l l o w i n g (or c a u s i n g ) t he t e m p l e to be b u r n e d in 7 0 . 6 9 

W i t h i n the conf ines of t i g h t p o l i t i c a l c o n t r o l t h a t r e s p o n s e w a s 
m o s t l ikely to succeed w h i c h d ivo rced J u d a i s m f rom p o l i t i c a l a n d 
n a t i o n a l c o n c e r n s a n d c o n c e n t r a t e d o n its p u r e l y r e l i g i o u s 
aspec ts . It w a s th i s t h a t J o h a n a n b e n Z a k k a i pe rce ived a n d o n 
th is i n s i g h t h e w a s ab l e to r e f a s h i o n J u d a i s m by e x p l a i n i n g the 
c a l a m i t y in t e r m s of I s rae l ' s s in a n d p o i n t i n g t he w a y of a t o n e 
m e n t t h r o u g h acts of l o v i n g k i n d n e s s , based o n a m o r e fa i thfu l 
obse rvance of t h e wi l l of G o d . 7 0 I n these c i r c u m s t a n c e s s t udy of 
the l a w w a s to b e c o m e the a l t e r n a t i v e way , a n d J o h a n a n ' s back
g r o u n d as a J e r u s a l e m scr ibe m a d e it p o s s i b l e for h i m to b e c o m e 
the act ive p r o p a g a t o r of t he ' n e w ' r e l i g i o n . 

H i s ear l ies t e n a c t m e n t s dea l w i t h l i t u r g i c a l m a t t e r s t h a t ca l l ed 
for u r g e n t a t t e n t i o n n o w t h a t the t e m p l e n o l o n g e r ex is ted . 
J o h a n a n ' s p r i n c i p l e i n these e n a c t m e n t s d e a l i n g w i t h t he n e w 
year festival, t he lulav, t h e w a v e of fe r ing , t h e n e w m o o n , o f fe r ings 



324 GALILEE FROM ALEXANDER T H E GREAT T O HADRIAN 

f rom p rose ly te s a n d t hose d e d i c a t e d to t h e t e m p l e , w a s to t ransfer 
t he sac redness of t he t e m p l e to the Beth din, t he reby i n v e s t i n g the 
la t te r w i t h a g r e a t e r a u t h o r i t y . N o civi l o r c r i m i n a l cases a re 
m e n t i o n e d i n t h e ear l i es t e n a c t m e n t s , b u t J o h a n a n ' s a c t i o n in 
t a k i n g r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for l i t u r g i c a l m a t t e r s w a s t a n t a m o u n t to 
r e p l a c i n g t h e p r i e s t w i t h the scr ibe a t t he cen t e r of J e w i s h l i fe . 7 1 

T h e v ic tory of s c r i b i s m w a s n o t a b s o l u t e l y secured howeve r , as 
d i v i s i o n s b e t w e e n the s c h o o l s s t e m m i n g f rom the pre-70 days 
t e n d e d to d i s r u p t t h e u n i t y of t he n a t i o n . A n u m b e r of s tor ies in 
r a b b i n i c sou rces s u c h as t h e e x c o m m u n i c a t i o n of R. Eliezer, t he 
d e p o s i t i o n of J o h a n a n ' s successor R . G a m a l i e l I I , a n d the bath 
qol o r h e a v e n l y voice f a v o r i n g the H i l l e l i t e s , h a v e left the bares t 
ripple of w h a t m u s t h a v e been a s t o r m y p a s s a g e . 7 2 W e k n o w 
n o t h i n g of o t h e r c u r r e n t s w h i c h h a d been d r i v e n u n d e r g r o u n d , 
b u t t h e Bar C o c h b a revo l t is a s u r e i n d i c a t i o n t h a t they were ab l e 
to r e - e m e r g e a n d h a v e s o m e i n f l u e n c e o n t h e i n n e r life of J u d a i s m , 
w h i l e t h e b i t t e r o p p o s i t i o n to t he minim o r J e w i s h C h r i s t i a n s , 
a t t e s t ed b o t h i n R a b b i n i c a n d C h r i s t i a n sources , is a c lear p o i n t e r 
to t he s t r u g g l e t h a t w a s g o i n g o n for t he s o u l of J u d a i s m . W i t h 
a l l t h i s i n m i n d it is t i m e to t u r n to G a l i l e e a n d c o n s i d e r i ts re
s p o n s e to t h e c h a n g i n g s i t u a t i o n . 

T h e first i n d i c a t i o n of t he inc reased c o n t a c t s b e t w e e n G a l i l e e 
a n d J u d a e a is t h e n u m b e r of j o u r n e y s m a d e by l e a d i n g r ab b i s 
f rom the s o u t h . T h i s sugges t s a n i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n of the p r o g r a m 
a l r e a d y i n i t i a t e d by J o h a n a n b e n Z a k k a i p r i o r to 70, w h i c h r e a p e d 
l i t t le success a p p a r e n t l y . T h e r e is n o s u g g e s t i o n t h a t J o h a n a n 
ever r e t u r n e d to G a l i l e e , b u t w e d o f ind s u c h leaders f rom J a m n i a 
as R a b b a n G a m a l i e l II a n d R . El iezer ac t ive in the p r o v i n c e a t 
v a r i o u s cen te r s . It is d i f f icul t to dec ide h o w official these visits 
were , b u t o n e c a n see t he a u t h o r i t y of t h e v i s i t i n g r a b b i r ecogn ized 
in v a r i o u s w a y s - a f o r m a l d e c i s i o n g iven o r a r e q u e s t for c lar i f ica
t i o n p r e s e n t e d by t h e loca l s , a n d th i s sugges t s a m o r e ac t ive 
i n v o l v e m e n t w i t h t o r a h o n t h e p a r t of s o m e G a l i l e a n s a t least . 
T h u s w e h e a r of R a b b a n G a m a l i e l ' g o i n g f rom p l a c e to p l a c e ' , a t 
E c d i p p a a n s w e r i n g a q u e r y of t h e loca l r u l e r of the s y n a g o g u e 
(T. Ter 2:13), a n d w e a l s o m e e t h i m a t T i b e r i a s (b. Shabb 115a; 
M. Erub 10:10), S e p p h o r i s ( T . Shabb 15:8) a n d K e p h a r T J t h n a i 
(M. Gitt 1:5). I n T i b e r i a s a t least h e w a s a c c o m p a n i e d by e lders , 
s u g g e s t i n g a n official visi t . R a b b i El iezer w a s a t S e p p h o r i s 
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ce r t a in ly , for it is t he re t h a t h e e n c o u n t e r e d t h e he re t i c " (7 \ Hull 
2:24), b u t we a l so f ind h i m i n U p p e r G a l i l e e a n d Caesa rea 
P h i l i p p i a n s w e r i n g q u e s t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g t h e feast of T a b e r n a c l e s 
(b. Sukk 28a; T. Sukk 1:9). W e k n o w f rom M. Hall 4:7 t h a t these 
t w o i n f l u e n t i a l r a b b i s differed o n the q u e s t i o n of w h e t h e r J e w s 
w h o h a d leased l a n d in Syr ia s h o u l d be sub jec t to s a b b a t i c a l year 
a n d t i t h i n g l aws , t he fo rmer d e c l a r i n g t h e m e x e m p t , t h e la t t e r 
h o l d i n g t h e m b o u n d , b u t it is d i f f icul t to d e c i d e w h e t h e r these 
j o u r n e y s r e p r e s e n t e d the a t t e m p t s of r iva l s to c o n t r o l t h e n o r t h e r n 
p r o v i n c e , o r a r e a c o m m o n effort to w i n G a l i l e e for t h e t o r a h . 7 3 

F o r s o m e s c h o l a r s R. El iezer r e p r e s e n t e d t h e S h a m m a i t i c t r ad i 
t i on a t h i s s choo l i n L y d d a a n d th i s h a s been l i n k e d by Bi ich le r to 
the a l l eged S h a m m a i s m of G a l i l e e . 7 4 H o w e v e r , N e u s n e r ' s d e t a i l e d 
study of Eliezer's legal t rad i t ions has s h o w n tha t in s o m e ins tances 
h e agreed w i t h the H i l l e l i t e s a n d in o t h e r s w i t h t he S h a m m a i t e s 
a n d in s o m e cases h e c o n c u r r e d w i t h n e i t h e r . 7 5 El iezer t h e n 
rep resen ted pre-70 P h a r i s a i s m r a t h e r t h a n s c r i b i sm , a n d it is 
precisely in th i s g u i s e t h a t we f ind h i m f u n c t i o n i n g in G a l i l e e 
a l so - h e h a s n o i n d e p e n d e n t r u l i n g o n the n u m b e r of cases 
p re sen ted to h i m , b u t is mere ly t h e m o u t h p i e c e of ea r l i e r t r a d i t i o n 
(b. Sukk. 2 8 a ) . 7 6 R a b b a n G a m a l i e l ' s r u l i n g s in G a l i l e e cover a 
n u m b e r of different i ssues in a m o r e i n d e p e n d e n t w a y . At E c d i p p a 
he dea l t w i t h the q u e s t i o n of h e a v e of fer ings f rom f o u r t h year trees 
t ha t h a d been b o u g h t f rom a n o n - J e w in Syr ia ; a t T i b e r i a s h e 
r e s p o n d e d to q u e s t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g the S a b b a t h ; a t S e p p h o r i s h e 
r u l e d o n c i r c u m c i s i o n a n d the s a b b a t h a n d a t K e p h a r T J t h n a i o n 
a S a m a r i t a n w i t n e s s i n g to a m a r r i a g e c o n t r a c t . T h i s l ist , if it is a t 
a l l i nd ica t ive , sugges t s t h a t G a m a l i e l a t least w a s m o r e c o n c e r n e d 
w i t h basics of J e w i s h life as these w e r e t o u c h e d by the n e w s i tua 
t ion , a n d n o t w i t h t h e de ta i l s of t he haburbth, s u c h as w e f ind 
la ter w i t h R. Me i r a n d R. J u d a h . T h u s the re is n o ev idence t h a t 
e i the r of these t w o J a m n i a r a b b i s w a s i n v o l v e d in a p e r s o n a l 
s t r u g g l e for p o w e r in G a l i l e e , t h o u g h w e c a n r e c o g n i z e in t h e 
a p p r o a c h of each the di f ferent c o n c e r n s w h i c h they r e p r e s e n t . 

It is a l so n o t e w o r t h y t h a t n a t i v e G a l i l e a n scr ibes e m e r g e i n 
o u r sources for t h i s p e r i o d . B i ich le r h a s g i v e n a l o n g l is t of 
G a l i l e a n t eachers of t h e J a m n i a p e r i o d , b u t even h e a d m i t s t h a t 
s o m e of t hose l is ted a r e a t bes t p r o b a b l e . 7 7 K l e i n a l s o h a s a 
t endency to gene ra l i ze f rom a few t h a t c a n be l i s ted by n a m e to a 
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t o t a l s i t u a t i o n , b o t h for t he p e r i o d before a n d after 7 0 . 7 8 At best 
s u c h g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s a r e m e r e l y g u e s s w o r k , a n d i t is be t ter to 
a t t e m p t to e v a l u a t e t h e t r e n d s t h a t a r e e x e m p l i f i e d by those 
G a l i l e a n t eache r s w e k n o w of for c e r t a i n . I n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n t he 
n o t i c e of M. Ta'an 2:5 is i n s t r u c t i v e : i n t h e days of R . H a l a f t a a n d 
R . H a n a n i a h b e n T e r a d i o n ( t h e f o r m e r a t S e p p h o r i s , t h e la t ter a t 
S i k h n i n a c c o r d i n g to b. Ta'an 16a; b. Ros ha-Sh. 27a) o n days of 
f a s t i ng t h e c u s t o m w a s i n t r o d u c e d to t h e s y n a g o g u e of r e a d i n g the 
w h o l e s e v e n t h b e n e d i c t i o n w i t h o u t t h e p e o p l e i n t e r r u p t i n g w i t h 
' A m e n ' . T h e sages w e r e i n f o r m e d a b o u t t h i s a n d dec l a r ed t h a t th i s 
p r a c t i c e o n l y t o o k p l a c e o n the t e m p l e m o u n t a n d a t the eas te rn 
g a t e , p r e s u m a b l y b e c a u s e t h e b l e s s i n g i n q u e s t i o n refers to 
A b r a h a m ' s b l e s s i n g o n Mt . M o r i a h , a n o l d n a m e for J e r u s a l e m . 7 9 

O n e c a n de tec t h e r e a t r e n d s i m i l a r to t h a t of J o h a n a n ' s l i t u r g i c a l 
o r d i n a n c e s a t J a m n i a , w i t h t h e s y n a g o g u e r e p l a c i n g t h e t e m p l e as 
t h e sacra l c e n t e r of J e w i s h l i f e . 8 0 S i g n i f i c a n t l y , i n a n o t h e r 
baraita w e h e a r t h a t R . H a l a f t a h a d g o n e to m e e t R a b b a n 
G a m a l i e l a t T i b e r i a s a n d , o n f i n d i n g h i m r e a d i n g the b o o k of J o b 
i n G r e e k , h e r e m i n d e d h i m t h a t h i s g r a n d f a t h e r G a m a l i e l I h a d 
o n c e re jec ted a s i m i l a r t r a n s l a t i o n o n the t e m p l e m o u n t i n J e r u 
s a l e m (b. Shabb 115a; T. Shabb 13:2). C lea r ly , H a l a f t a h a d been in 
J e r u s a l e m p r i o r t o 70, a p p a r e n t l y b e l o n g i n g to t h e scr iba l class 
t he re , a n d t h i s e x p l a i n s h i s t r a n s f e r r i n g of t he t e m p l e r i t u a l to the 
s y n a g o g u e , as we l l a s t h e p o s s i b l e r e p r i m a n d t o R . G a m a l i e l . T h e 
s a m e s u g g e s t i o n w o u l d a p p l y to h i s c o n t e m p o r a r y , R . H a n a n i a h 
b e n T e r a d i o n w h o is sa id to h a v e h a d a Beth dinat S ikhn in (6 . Sanh 
32b) . H o w e v e r , i t is id le t o s p e c u l a t e fu r the r w h e t h e r o r n o t b o t h 
m e n w e r e n a t i v e G a l i l e a n s o r h a d m i g r a t e d to G a l i l e e l a t e r . 8 1 

P r i o r t o 70 J e r u s a l e m w a s t h e c e n t e r of s c r i b i s m , even if s o m e d i d 
m o v e to t h e p r o v i n c e s i n a m o r e o r less t e m p o r a r y capac i t y . N a t i v e 
o r n o t , w e h a v e seen t h a t t he a v a i l a b l e ev idence sugges t s t h a t s u c h 
sc r iba l m i s s i o n s w e r e less t h a n successful , so t h a t i t w o u l d be 
u n w i s e to u s e t he e x a m p l e of these t w o r a b b i s as i l l u s t r a t i ve of far-
r e a c h i n g t r e n d s i n G a l i l e e i n t h a t ea r l i e r p e r i o d . 

After 70 w e m e e t G a l i l e a n s t u d e n t s of halakhah i n t he s o u t h 
w i t h g r e a t e r f r e q u e n c y a n d th i s c a n o n l y m e a n t h a t t he c h a n g e d 
s i t u a t i o n h a d b e g u n t o h a v e i ts effects t he r e a l s o . F o r e m o s t of 
these is R . J o s e , t he G a l i l e a n , w h o s e e p i t h e t sugges t s n o t mere ly 
t h a t h e c a m e f r o m G a l i l e e b u t t h a t h i s m a i n ac t iv i ty w a s o u t s i d e 
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the p r o v i n c e . 8 2 I t c o m e s as l i t t l e s u r p r i s e to f ind h i m t h e t r a d e n t of 
the c u s t o m of h i s n a t i v e p r o v i n c e a l r e a d y d i s cus sed r e g a r d i n g t h e 
eve of the Day of A t o n e m e n t (M. Hull 5:3). A c c o r d i n g to b. Erub 
53b h e w a s r e p r i m a n d e d by t h e wife of R . M e i r as a foo l i sh 
G a l i l e a n for i n q u i r i n g f rom a w o m a n a b o u t t h e co r rec t r o a d to 
L y d d a , b u t s ince th i s sec t ion of t h e T a l m u d dea l s w i t h G a l i l e a n 
i g n o r a n c e of t o r a h , t he e p i s o d e c a n be d i s m i s s e d a t leas t as far as 
R. J o s e is p e r s o n a l l y c o n c e r n e d . S i m i l a r l y w e h e a r of R . S i m e o n 
b e n Y o h a i r e l a t i n g t h e v iews of h i s t eache r R . A q i b a to h i s co l 
l eagues i n G a l i l e e c o n c e r n i n g the d e f i l e m e n t of a n o f fe r ing before 
the t o s s i n g of t h e b l o o d (M. Meil 1:2), a n d they d i s a g r e e d w i t h t h e 
o p i n i o n (T. Meil 1:5; b. Meil 7a) . A n o t h e r G a l i l e a n s t u d e n t f rom 
th i s p e r i o d is R . J o h a n a n b e n N u r i , w h o d i s cus sed a series of 
r u l i n g s of R. A q i b a w i t h R . H a l a f t a i n S e p p h o r i s , a n d t h e la t t e r 
d i s ag reed w i t h t h e d e c i s i o n s (T. Ma'as Sch 1:13; T . Bab.Bath 2:10; 
T. 'Ahil 5:8). T h e s e e x c h a n g e s s u g g e s t t h a t t h e c o n t a c t s b e t w e e n 
the t w o p r o v i n c e s o n t h e m a t t e r of halakhah w e r e m u c h m o r e 
f r equen t t h a n i n t h e ea r l i e r p e r i o d , yet a c e r t a i n a m o u n t of 
i n d e p e n d e n c e st i l l p r e v a i l e d , even if t h e J u d a e a n s c h o o l s h a d a 
spec ia l a t t r a c t i o n for s o m e G a l i l e a n s . 

W e m u s t n o t be l u r e d i n t o t h e p o s i t i o n of t h o s e w h o w i s h to 
genera l i ze f rom v a r i o u s e x a m p l e s t o a t o t a l p i c t u r e , h o w e v e r . 
C e r t a i n l y t h e i n v i t a t i o n of t he J u d a e a n t eache r s w h o m i g r a t e d to 
U s h a after 135 is h e l p f u l : t he a s s e m b l e d r a b b i s i n v i t e d t h e 
^ ^ J I T ^ p f t o j ° i n t h e m : ' eve ryone w h o h a s l e a r n e d c o m e a n d 
teach , a n d eve ryone w h o h a s n o t l e a r n e d c o m e a n d l e a r n ' (Cant R 
2:5). T h i s sugges t s t h a t t he re were in G a l i l e e a t t h a t p e r i o d 
those w h o h a d n o t s t u d i e d t h e t o r a h , t h e 'am ha-'aretz le torah 
a c c o r d i n g to O p p e n h e i m e r ' s d e s i g n a t i o n . At a p p r o x i m a t e l y t h e 
s a m e t i m e the references to w h a t c o n s t i t u t e s a n 'am ha-'aretz le 
mitzwoth seem to h a v e inc reased , a s t h e d i s c u s s i o n s of R . M e i r a n d 
R. J u d a h w i t h t h e sages o n w h a t c o n s t i t u t e d a haber a n d a n 
'am ha-' aretz s u g g e s t (M. Demai 2 :3; T. Demai 2:2; b. Berak 47b ; 
T . Ab Zar 3:10). O p p e n h e i m e r is su re ly co r rec t i n e m p h a s i z i n g 
t h a t these deba te s m a y h a v e b e e n in t ens i f i ed i n t h e U s h a n p e r i o d 
as a r esu l t of t h e s e c o n d defeat by R o m e , b u t t h a t they w e r e n o t 
i n i t i a t e d t h e n for t h e first t i m e . 8 3 A t t h e s a m e t i m e i t d o e s n o t 
seem poss ib l e to d i s t i n g u i s h a b s o l u t e l y b e t w e e n t w o di f ferent 
types of 'ammei ha-'aretz, t h e o n e c o n t r a s t e d w i t h t h e talmidi 
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hakhamim a n d t h e o t h e r w i t h t he haberim. R a t h e r , w i t h t he 
i nc r ea sed c e n t r a l i t y of t o r a h s t udy as t h e e s sen t i a l task of t he p i o u s 
J e w , t he c o n c e r n s of t he talmidey hakhamim m u s t h a v e a l so 
e x t e n d e d to o b s e r v a n c e of these mitzwoth d e m a n d e d f rom a haber 
i n t he pos t -70 p e r i o d , s ince t h o s e very mitzwoth ( t i t h i n g a n d 
r i t u a l p u r i t y ) h a d the i r r o o t s i n t h e w r i t t e n t o r a h a n d h a d been 
fu r the r e l a b o r a t e d i n t h e o r a l t o r a h of t h e s a g e s . 8 4 T h u s , the re 
w e r e 'am ha-'aretz le mitzwoth i n G a l i l e e i n t h e U s h a n p e r i o d , a t 
leas t by R . M e i r ' s a n d R. J u d a h ' s s t a n d a r d s , a n d th i s c a n o n l y 
m e a n t h a t t h e w h o l e p o p u l a t i o n of t h e p r o v i n c e h a d n o t yet 
a c c e p t e d t h e c e n t r a l i t y of t h e sages a n d t h e i r t e a c h i n g for t he 
J e w i s h w a y of life. A n d th i s c o n c l u s i o n is f u r t he r c o r r o b o r a t e d by 
t h e fact t h a t i n t h e in te res t s of p e a c e a n d h a r m o n y the sages of t he 
t h i r d c e n t u r y m o l l i f i e d c o n s i d e r a b l y the i r a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d s t he 
'am ha-'aretz85 F u r t h e r m o r e , t he v a r i o u s references i n t a l m u d i c 
l i t e r a t u r e , a l r e a d y referred to , d e a l i n g w i t h t h e in fe r io r i ty of the 
G a l i l e a n s ' k n o w l e d g e of t o r a h c a n n o t be s i m p l y d i smis sed , a n d 
p r e s u m a b l y reflect t h e o n g o i n g s t r u g g l e of t he sages w i t h 
G a l i l e a n r e c a l c i t r a n c e i n t h i s m a t t e r . 8 6 L i k e w i s e the re is the w o e 
o n G a l i l e e a t t r i b u t e d to J o h a n a n b e n Z a k k a i by U l l a , t he t h i r d 
c e n t u r y A m o r a , w h i c h p r e s u m a b l y reflects t h e p r o v i n c e s neg lec t 
of t o r a h even i n h i s day . Refe rence c a n a l s o be m a d e to t he 
a p o c a l y p t i c p a s s a g e i n M . Sotah 9:15 w h i c h e n u m e r a t e s a m o n g 
o t h e r s i g n s of t h e M e s s i a h ' s c o m i n g the d e s o l a t i o n of G a l i l e e a n d 
the inc rease of s in a n d l a w l e s s n e s s . 8 7 O n e c a n detec t he re t he 
f r u s t r a t i o n of r a b b i n i c t h o u g h t c o n c e r n i n g its o w n fa i lures i n the 
p r o v i n c e , a n d yet t he c o n s o l a t i o n t ha t , p e r h a p s , t h a t very 
o b s t i n a c y m i g h t be a s i g n of h o p e . 

All these i nd i ca t ions f rom later r abb in i c sources suggest cau t ion 
in c o n t r a s t i n g p r e - a n d pos t -70 C .E . a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d s halakhah 
i n G a l i l e e . J u s t a s i n t h e first c e n t u r y w h e n P h a r i s a i s m , b u t n o t 
t h e J e r u s a l e m sages , h a d a l i m i t e d success the re , so in the second 
the sages d o n o t a p p e a r to h a v e b e e n to ta l ly successful i n w i n n i n g 
the p r o v i n c e for t h e i r w a y , ba sed o n t h e s t udy of t h e t o r a h a n d the 
s t r ic ter o b s e r v a n c e of t h e idea l s of t h e haburoth. T h i s w a s n o 
l o n g e r t h e m a r k of t h e d u t i f u l s ec t a r i an b u t the essen t ia l life
s tyle of t h e p i o u s I s rae l i t e w h o h a d p u t the t o r a h in its twofo ld 
e x p r e s s i o n a t t h e c e n t e r of h i s life. G a l i l e e ' s inc rease i n c o n c e r n for 
halakhah c a n be r ead i l y a t t r i b u t e d to t h e loss of t he t e m p l e a n d 
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the c o n s c i o u s n e s s t h a t t he soc ia l u p h e a v a l of t h e r evo l t w a s j u s t 
p u n i s h m e n t for i ts ea r l i e r f a i l u r e s . 8 8 I t is n o t p o s s i b l e to c o n f i n e 
the c o n c e p t 'am ha-'aretz to t he A a r o n i d e s as B i i ch le r a t t e m p t s to 
d o , s ince m a n y of t h e references h a v e a m u c h w i d e r s c o p e t h a n 
pr ies t ly fa i lu re w i t h t i thes a n d r i t u a l p u r i t y . At t h e s a m e t i m e w e 
c a n n o t a n y l o n g e r m a i n t a i n t h e i d e n t i t y of 'am ha-'aretz w i t h t h e 
G a l i l e a n p e a s a n t s s ince i t h a s n o w b e c o m e a t e r m for a l l w h o d o 
n o t g o t h e w a y of t h e t o r a h , n o m a t t e r w h a t t h e i r soc ia l s i t u a t i o n . 
W e a l r eady d i scus sed t h e d i f f e r ing soc ia l s i t u a t i o n of G a l i l e e a n d 
Judaea^ after t h e first r evo l t w h e n t h e l a t t e r fell fou l of t h e 
'annasim a n d mesiqin a n d w a s a l s o sub jec t t o t h e u s u r p i n g 
o c c u p a n t - a l l J e w i s h c o l l a b o r a t i o n i s t s w h o w e r e m o r e c o n c e r n e d 
w i t h t he m a t e r i a l benef i t s t he i r loya l ty t o R o m e m i g h t b r i n g t h a n 
w i t h the s p i r i t u a l r e n e w a l of t h e n a t i o n . 8 9 P r e s u m a b l y , these J e w s 
too w o u l d h a v e e a r n e d t h e e p i t h e t 'am ha-'aretz f r o m t h e J a m n i a 
teachers w h o we re s t i l l a t t e m p t i n g to i g n o r e t h e c h a n g e d soc ia l 
s i t u a t i o n i n t h e J u d a e a n c o u r t s (M. Gitt 5 :6 ) . 9 0 I t is a l t o g e t h e r 
pos s ib l e t h e n t h a t t h e m a i n ob jec t of t h e sages ' a t t a c k s i n t h e 
J a m n i a a n d ea r ly U s h a n p e r i o d s w a s n o t t h e o l d e r G a l i l e a n 
p e a s a n t s b u t t h e n e w l y a r r i v e d l a n d o w n e r s a n d t h e i r o f f s p r i n g 
w h o h a d never h a d a n y des i re to b e c o m e i n v o l v e d w i t h R o m e a n d 
were n o w r e w a r d e d for t h e i r l oya l ty . Besides m a n y of t h e p e a s a n t s 
of o lde r s tock h a d e i t h e r p e r i s h e d , fled o r b e e n so ld i n t o s lavery, 
a n d th i s c h a n g e of p o p u l a t i o n n e e d s to be r e m e m b e r e d w h e n o n e 
a t t e m p t s to assess t h e h a l a k h i c t e n d e n c i e s i n t h e p r o v i n c e after 
70, a s c o n t r a s t e d w i t h t hose of ea r l i e r t i m e s . 

Ill 
P O S S I B L E A L T E R N A T I V E S T O P H A R I S A I S M 

I N G A L I L E E 

O u r d i s c u s s i o n of h a l a k h i c a t t i t u d e s i n G a l i l e e h a s b e e n set i n 
the contex t of Geertz 's c o m m e n t tha t a l l r e l ig ion needs a m o t i v a t i n g 
force to b r i d g e t h e g a p b e t w e e n t h e m o o d t h a t is e v o k e d by the 
cul t a n d the r e tu rn to the r o u t i n e w o r l d of everyday life. P h a r i s a i s m 
seemed to be the m o s t l ike ly pos s ib i l i t y s ince w i t h i n t h e s p e c t r u m 
of v a r i o u s a l t e r n a t i v e e x p r e s s i o n s of t h e J e w i s h fa i th i n t h e p re -70 
p e r i o d i t h a d t h e w ides t p o p u l a r a p p e a l , a n d i n t h e w a k e of t h e 
th rea t to the J e w i s h r e l i g i o n w h i c h t h e h e l l e n i s t i c r e f o r m h a d 
posed it h a d d e v e l o p e d speci f ica l ly t o m e e t t h e n e e d t h a t Geer tz 
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s p e a k s a b o u t . Before a t t e m p t i n g to s u g g e s t p o s s i b l e r ea sons for 
t h e r e l a t ive f a i lu re of P h a r i s a i s m i n G a l i l e e a n d as a w a y of 
i s o l a t i n g t h e p r o b l e m fur ther , i t seems a d v i s a b l e to search for 
t races of o t h e r f o r m s of r e l i g i o u s p r a c t i c e i n t h e p r o v i n c e , a l w a y s 
r e m e m b e r i n g t h a t w e a r e d e a l i n g w i t h a n essen t ia l ly J e w i s h s i tua 
t i o n w h e r e p o p u l a r f o r m s of r e l i g i o n l ike t he mys te ry c u l t s we re 
n o t l ike ly to m a k e a n y g r e a t i n r o a d s , a t least i n a n e x p l i c i t way . 

T h e m o s t o b v i o u s a l t e r n a t i v e w i t h i n J u d a i s m is n o t to be 
s o u g h t i n o n e of t h e o t h e r J e w i s h sects - t he Zea lo ts o r t he Essenes 
- w h o w e r e c o n c e r n e d w i t h m a p p i n g o u t a de t a i l ed w a y of life 
a p a r t f r o m t h e t e m p l e . W e h a v e a l r e a d y q u e r i e d t h e a s s u m p t i o n of 
m a n y c o n t e m p o r a r y s c h o l a r s t h a t G a l i l e e w a s t he h o m e of Zeal
o t i sm, o n the basis of lack of sufficient evidence for a revo lu t ionary 
e t h o s the re . If t h e e i g h t e e n halakhoth of t h e i m m e d i a t e p re -70 
p e r i o d we re i n fact d i r ec t ed a t G a l i l e e , t h i s c o n c l u s i o n is o n l y 
c o n f i r m e d i n t h a t they r e p r e s e n t a n effort of S h a m m a i t i c 
P h a r i s a i s m to e x t e n d i ts v iews to G a l i l e e s i m i l a r to w h a t H i l l e l i t e 
P h a r i s a i s m h a d a t t e m p t e d ea r l i e r t h r o u g h J o h a n a n ben Z a k k a i . 
A n d t h e r e is n o e v i d e n c e t h a t t h e f o r m e r w e r e a n y m o r e successful 
t h a n the la t te r . N o r is t h e r e a n y w a r r a n t for l o c a t i n g t h e Essenes 
in the p rov ince , even t h o u g h J o s e p h u s does n o t a p p e a r to restrict 
t h e m to the J u d a e a n desert (War 2:124 kv e/cdorfl (irbXet) iieroiKowiv 
TOAAOL; cf. / Mace 2:29). T h e m o s t s i g n i f i c a n t a l t e r n a t i v e f rom 
o u r sou rces is u n d o u b t e d l y t h e h o l y m a n o r hasid, w h o m w e m e e t 
i n G a l i l e e i n t h e p e r s o n of H a n i n a b e n D o s a . C e r t a i n aspec t s of 
t h e p o p u l a r i t y of J e s u s of N a z a r e t h w i t h t h e G a l i l e a n c o u n t r y -
p e o p l e c o u l d a l s o be e x p l a i n e d i n t h i s l i g h t , even if i t does n o t 
s eem p o s s i b l e to r e d u c e h i m to b e i n g s i m p l y a hasid, as V e r m e s 
a t t e m p t s to d o . 9 1 

W e f ind H a n i n a ac t ive a t Arav , l oca t ed a b o u t s ix m i l e s n o r t h 
eas t of S e p p h o r i s , a n d t h e p u p i l of J o h a n a n , a p p a r e n t l y i n t h e 
p re -70 C .E . p e r i o d . 9 2 T h i s d o e s n o t m e a n t h a t h e w a s a G a l i l e a n 
sc r ibe , h o w e v e r , for h e is d e s i g n a t e d 'a m a n of deed* i n o n e of t he 
ea r l i e s t references t o h i m (M. Sot 9:15) a n d t he re is n o t o n e p iece 
of h a l a k h i c t r a d i t i o n a sc r i bed to h i m i n a l l t h e r a b b i n i c sources . 
T h e e x p r e s s i o n ' m a n of deed ' h a s be£n t a k e n to m e a n 'a m i r a c l e 
w o r k e r ' (Vermes ) o r a m a n of p i e t y ( B u c h l e r ) o r a p r o m o t e r of 
p u b l i c we l fa re (Sa f r a i ) , 9 3 a n d o n t h e bas i s of t h e t r a d i t i o n s a b o u t 
h i m the f o r m e r w o u l d a p p e a r t o be t he m o s t l ike ly d e s i g n a t i o n 
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s ince it is p r i m a r i l y as a h e a l e r t h a t w e m e e t h i m . H o w e v e r , a s w e 
sha l l see, th i s n e e d n o t e x c l u d e t he o t h e r a spec t s a l so , o n c e 
a t t e n t i o n is p a i d to the soc ia l a spec t s of h i s deeds . F u r t h e r m o r e , 
we d o f ind a series of s a y i n g s a t t r i b u t e d to h i m t h a t a r e g e n e r a l i n 
cha rac t e r b u t s u g g e s t a b r o a d a n d o p e n v i ew of t h e r e l i g i o u s life 
w i t h t h e e m p h a s i s o n a c t i o n : ' A n y m a n w h o s e fear of s in p recedes 
h i s w i s d o m e n d u r e s ; b u t if h i s w i s d o m p recedes h i s fear of s in , 
h i s w i s d o m w i l l n o t e n d u r e . A n y m a n w h o s e deeds exceed h i s 
w i s d o m , h i s w i s d o m w i l l n o t e n d u r e . A n y m a n w h o s e deeds 
exceed h i s w i s d o m , h i s w i s d o m w i l l e n d u r e ; b u t if h i s w i s d o m 
exceeds h i s deeds , h i s w i s d o m w i l l n o t e n d u r e . A n y m a n w i t h 
w h o m m e n a re p l eased , G o d is p l e a s e d w i t h h i m ; b u t a n y m a n 
w i t h w h o m m e n a r e d i sp l ea sed , G o d t o o , is d i s p l e a s e d w i t h h i m ' 
(M. Ab. 3:10f). V e r m e s h a s de tec ted t w o d i f fe ren t t e n d e n c i e s i n t h e 
t r a d i t i o n a b o u t H a n i n a . O n t h e o n e h a n d t h e r e is a des i re to 
' r a b b i n i z e ' h i m a n d to d o w n p l a y , if n o t d i sc red i t , h i s m i r a c l e s , b u t 
there is a l so c lear ev idence of a n H a n i n a l e g e n d i n t h e l a te first 
a n d second c e n t u r y C .E . i n G a l i l e e i n w h i c h h i s h e a l i n g a n d r a i n -
g i v i n g deeds a re a t t r i b u t e d c o s m i c s i gn i f i c ance (b. Ta'an 2 4 b ) . 9 4 

H e a n d h i s c o m p a n i o n s a r e ' t h e m e n of t ru th* w h o m Moses w a s to 
a p p o i n t as h i s h e l p e r s a n d j u d g e s (Ex 18:21, Mekhilta), o r a g a i n 
w e h e a r t h a t t h e w o r l d to c o m e w a s c rea ted for h i m (b. Ber 61b) . 

I n a t t e m p t i n g to assess the s i gn i f i c ance of t h e H a n i n a of h i s t o r y 
a n d l e g e n d for G a l i l e a n J e w i s h loya l t i e s of t h e first a n d s e c o n d 
c e n t u r i e s C.E. , t h e c o n s c i o u s a s s i m i l a t i o n of t h e t r a d i t i o n to t h e 
f igure of E l i j a h seems s ign i f i can t . T h i s c a n be seen n o t m e r e l y 
f rom t h e type of m i r a c l e s a t t r i b u t e d to H a n i n a - c u r e s of t he sick, 
a r a i n m i r a c l e d u r i n g a d r o u g h t , t h e m i r a c u l o u s m u l t i p l i c a t i o n of 
o i l - b u t a l s o i n h i s very p o s t u r e a t p r a y e r - h e a d b e t w e e n t h e 
knees (cf. 2 Kgs 18:42). I t is a l s o n o t e w o r t h y t h a t of t h e m a n y 
aspec t s of E l i j a h ' s r e t u r n ref lected b o t h i n l a te J e w i s h sou rces a n d 
in t he N e w T e s t a m e n t itself - t h a t of e n d - t i m e h e l p e r i n g e n e r a l , 
e n d - t i m e h i g h - p r i e s t , m e s s i a n i c p r e c u r s o r o r p r e c u r s o r of G o d 
h imse l f 9 5 - t he a spec t t h a t c o m e s to t he fore i n these s tor ies of 
H a n i n a is ' t he h i s t o r i c a l ' E l i j a h ' s m i g h t y deeds for t h o s e i n need . 
T h i s o b s e r v a t i o n is a l l t h e m o r e s i g n i f i c a n t s ince E l i j a h w a s a 
n o r t h e r n p r o p h e t a n d t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t s h o w s t h a t p o p u l a r 
o p i n i o n i n G a l i l e e c o u l d eas i ly ident i fy a p r o p h e t i c - s t y l e f igu re 
w i t h E l i j ah even before t he H a n i n a l e g e n d b e g a n to be d e v e l o p e d 
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(d.Mk 8:23; Jn 1:21 ) . 9 6 C o u l d i t be t h a t i n t he p r o p h e t ' s h o m e l a n d 
t h e p o p u l a r m i n d h a d r e t a i n e d a m e m o r y of h i m t h a t w a s n e i t h e r 
e s c h a t o l o g i c a l n o r a p o c a l y p t i c i n n a t u r e , a n d t h a t therefore 
differed f rom t h e h o p e s a s soc ia t ed w i t h h i m in m o r e d e v e l o p e d 
s e c t a r i a n c i rc les of J u d a i s m ? 9 7 W e sha l l e x p l o r e th i s poss ib i l i t y 
p r e s e n t l y , b u t it s h o u l d be n o t e d n o w t h a t t he r e is n o ev idence for 
s u g g e s t i n g t h a t t h e t r a d i t i o n s l i n k i n g b o t h J e s u s a n d H a n i n a 
w i t h E l i j a h we re d e v e l o p e d i n c o n s c i o u s r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h each 
o t h e r . R a t h e r both reflect f rom dif ferent h i s t o r i c a l a n d r e l i g i o u s 
s i t u a t i o n s a G a l i l e a n in te res t i n t h e p a r t i c u l a r a spec t of E l i j ah 
w h i c h w a s l ike ly to a p p e a l to t h e p o p u l a r r e l i g i o u s m i n d . 9 8 

I t m u s t be i m m e d i a t e l y a d m i t t e d t h a t even w i t h the d iscovery 
of s u c h a n i n t e r e s t i n p o p u l a r a spec t s of t h e E l i j a h l e g e n d i n first 
c e n t u r y G a l i l e e w e a r e far f rom h a v i n g se t t led the q u e s t i o n to 
w h i c h w e a r e s e e k i n g a n a n s w e r - w h a t a l t e r n a t i v e m o t i v a t i o n d i d 
t he f i gu re of t h e hasid offer for t h e c o n t i n u e d a d h e r e n c e to t he 
J e w i s h r e l i g i o n ? I t m a y we l l be t h a t the re w e r e c o m p a n i e s of s u c h 
hasidim w i t h t h e i r o w n life-style a n d p i e ty l i v i n g o n the f r inges 
of life, b u t u n l e s s s o m e l i n k s c o u l d be fo rged b e t w e e n t h e m a n d 
the o r d i n a r y p e o p l e t h e i r i m p a c t w a s l ike ly to h a v e been m a r 
g i n a l . 9 9 I t is h e r e t h a t t h e soc ia l s i gn i f i c ance of s u c h h o l y m e n i n 
r e l a t i o n to t h e socie ty a r o u n d t h e m m u s t be se r ious ly e v a l u a t e d . 
I t s eems l e g i t i m a t e to b o r r o w P e t e r B r o w n ' s d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n 
m o n a s t i c life i n E g y p t a n d Syr ia for la te r t i m e s a n d a p p l y it, 
mutatis mutandis, t o G a l i l e a n a n d J u d a e a n J e w i s h ascet ics of a n 
ea r l i e r p e r i o d . I n E g y p t a m a n h a d to t r a n s p l a n t t h e w a y s of t he 
w o r l d to t h e deser t if h e w a s to su rv ive a t a l l , a n d th i s 'exercised 
a d i sc ree t a n d i r r es i s t ib le p r e s s u r e i n t h e d i r e c t i o n of a n i n w a r d -
l o o k i n g a n d e a r n e s t a t t e n t i o n to t h e h a r d b u s i n e s s of su rv iva l ' , 
w h e r e a s i n Syr ia t h e p h y s i c a l c o n t r a s t b e t w e e n deser t a n d h a b i 
t ab l e l a n d w a s neve r so s t a rk a n d so t h e h o l y m a n w a s a b l e to l ive 
o n t h e f r inges of socie ty a n d h i g h l i g h t m o r e c lear ly by h i s 
d i f fe ren t l ife-style t h e gu l f t h a t s e p a r a t e d h i m f rom the rest of 
m e n . 1 0 0 T h e J u d a e a n l a n d s c a p e l en t iself m o r e to the E g y p t i a n -
type m o n a s t i c i s m , w h e r e a s i n G a l i l e e n o s u c h p h y s i c a l c o n t r a s t 
ex i s t ed a n d so t h e h o l y m a n c o u l d i m p i n g e m o r e p a l p a b l y o n the 
res t of life t he re . I t i n e r a n t r a d i c a l i s m m a y we l l h a v e a c c e n t u a t e d 
t h i s i n f l u e n c e , as t h e h o l y m a n m o v e d f rom p l a c e to p l a c e a n d h e 
m a y even h a v e ac t ed as s p o k e s m a n for loca l needs w i t h t he 
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a u t h o r i t i e s o r se t t led cases of l ega l d i s p u t e a m o n g v i l l a g e p e o p l e 
(cf. Lk 12:13f) . 1 0 1 I n a n e t h o s w h e r e p h y s i c a l evi l w a s a t t r i b u t e d 
to d e m o n i c a n d h o s t i l e forces, t he a b i l i t y to o v e r c o m e s u c h 
o b v i o u s m a n i f e s t a t i o n s of evi l a s s i ckness o r n a t u r a l c a t a s t r o p h e 
seen as p u n i s h m e n t for m o r a l w r o n g d o i n g g a v e t h e h o l y m a n a 
very i m p o r t a n t social as well as re l ig ious ro le i n the c o m m u n i t y . 1 0 2 

In a n y age it is difficult to d r a w a clear l ine be tween w h a t m i g h t be 
r ega rded as o r t h o d o x r e l i g i o u s belief i n t h e p o w e r of G o d a n d 
s u p e r s t i t i o u s t rus t i n m a g i c spe l l s a n d sorcery , e spec ia l ly a t t h e 
p rac t i ca l as d i s t i nc t f rom t h e t heo re t i ca l level . T h e r e is e n o u g h 
ev idence to sugges t t h a t P a l e s t i n i a n J u d a i s m w a s n o t i m m u n e 
from this latter form of belief a n d its p r a c t i c e , 1 0 3 a n d the p o p u l a r i t y 
of t he h o l y m a n the re sugges t s t h a t G a l i l e e m a y h a v e b e e n p a r t i 
cu la r ly suscep t ib l e i n t h i s r ega rd . I n s u c h a n a t m o s p h e r e t h e h o l y 
m a n takes o n a n even a d d e d s ign i f i cance , a n d is i n a c e r t a i n 
t ens ion w i t h t he t e m p l e as t he official p l a c e of d i v i n e p o w e r a n d 
p r e s e n c e . 1 0 4 I n t he p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r w e c o u l d n o t f ind a n y t races 
of G a l i l e a n o p p o s i t i o n to o r c r i t i q u e of t he t e m p l e , m u c h less i ts 
s p i r i t u a l i z a t i o n , as a m o n g the Essenes a n d ear ly C h r i s t i a n s . Yet i t 
a p p e a r e d t h a t i ts f u n c t i o n as a r e l i g i o u s s y m b o l w a s s o m e w h a t 
a t t e n u a t e d , c losely r e l a t ed , w e sugges t ed , t o t h e p e a s a n t s ' s t r u g g l e 
w i t h n a t u r e a n d therefore less l ike ly to i n s p i r e r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
a c t i o n as l o n g as s o m e l i n k s w i t h t h e l a n d c o u l d be m a i n t a i n e d . 
T h e h o l y m a n w o u l d seem to be t h e n a t u r a l s u p p l e m e n t to t h i s 
' p i l g r i m a g e ' type of r e l i g i o n , n o t necessa r i ly o p p o s e d to t h a t of 
the t e m p l e , even if s u c h c h a r a c t e r s as H a n i n a a n d J e s u s d i s p l a y 
i n d e p e n d e n c e if n o t s u p e r i o r i t y o n o c c a s i o n . 1 0 5 

I t w o u l d be f o o l h a r d y to a t t e m p t a n y e s t i m a t e of t h e success of 
the P h a r i s a i c halakhah i n G a l i l e e over a g a i n s t t he o l d e r a n d m o r e 
p o p u l a r fo rms of belief a n d p r ac t i c e . As s t ressed m o r e t h a n o n c e , 
the d o m i n a n t e t h o s t he re w a s r u r a l a n d p e a s a n t , a n d i n t h o s e 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s o n e c a n r ead i ly a p p r e c i a t e w h y P h a r i s a i s m , w h i c h 
h a d p a r t i c u l a r a p p e a l w i t h t h e t o w n s p e o p l e a c c o r d i n g to Ant 
18:15, t h a t is , a m o n g t h e e m e r g i n g m i d d l e c lass , w o u l d h a v e h a d 
l i t t le a t t r a c t i o n for p e o p l e f rom the c o u n t r y . T h e P h a r i s a i c 
' r e v o l u t i o n ' , as R i v k i n ca l l s i t , w a s a n a t t e m p t t o forge a n e w 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g of G o d a n d halakhah t o m e e t t h e n e e d s of t h e J e w 
in the u r b a n c o n t e x t of t h e h e l l e n i s t i c a g e , a s i t u a t i o n t h a t 
P e n t a t e u c h a l r e l i g i o n c o u l d n o t dea l w i t h . 1 0 6 W h i l e t he cr is is of 



334 GALILEE FROM ALEXANDER T H E GREAT T O HADRIAN 

70 d i d b r i n g a b o u t a de f in i t e i nc rease of in t e res t i n the o t h e r w a y 
of halakhah i t c o u l d n o t be e x p e c t e d to t ake over c o m p l e t e l y , 
s ince s o m e p e a s a n t s d i d su rv ive t h e c a t a s t r o p h e . A W i t h t h e 
a p p a r e n t c o n t i n u e d in t e re s t i n t h e f igure of t he hasid, i t seems 
p e r t i n e n t to a sk w h e t h e r C h r i s t i a n i t y m i g h t n o t be expec t ed to 
fare be t te r i n G a l i l e e . I t is to th i s q u e s t i o n t h a t w e m u s t n o w t u r n 
i n o u r c l o s i n g c h a p t e r . 
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N O T E S F O R C H A P T E R 8 
^This is not to suggest that these sources are free of all tendenzen in regard to 

Pharisaism. Josephus' concern seems to have been to convince the Romans that 
they should support the successors of the Pharisees as rulers of the Jewish people, 
especially in his treatment of the party in Ant, as M. Smith has argued, 'Palestinian 
Judaism in the First Century', in Israel: Its Role in Civilization, ed. M. Davis, New 
York, Harper and Row, 1956, esp. 75f. Cf. also, J. Neusner, From Politics to Piety. 
The Emergence of Pharisaic Judaism, Englewood Cliffs, N.J., Prentice Hall, 1973, 
45-64. On the Gospels' portrayal of the Pharisees, cf. Neusner, op. ci\, 67-80 and H. 
Weiss, 'Der Pharisaismus im Lichte der Uberlieferung des Neuen Testaments', 
Beitrag to Meyer, Tradition undNeuschbpfung, 91 -132, and TDNT9, art. Qapuraios. 

2Thh depiction is based on a number of recent studies, among which those of 
Meyer, Tradition und Neuschbpfung, and art. <t>api<reuos in TDNT 9, 11-35, and 
Neusner, The Rabbinic Traditions about the Pharisees before 70, 3 vols. Leiden, 
Brill, 1971, From Politics to Piety, '"Pharisaic-Rabbinic" Judaism: A Clarification' 
HR 12(1973) 250-70, have been found most helpful. Cf. however, the very different 
treatment by E. Rivkin, 'Defining the Pharisees: The Tannaitic Sources', HUCA 
40/41 (1969/70) 205-49, art. 'Pharisees' IDB Suppl. vol.,A 657-63, who denies any 
necessary connection between the Pharisees and the haberim and defines the former 
as 'that scholar class that created the concept of the twofold law, carried it to triumph
ant victory over the Sadducees and made it operative in society' ('Defining the 
Pharisees', 248); cf. in addition his 'The Internal City: Judaism and Urbanization', 
JSSR 5(1966) 225-40. Rivkin contends that the usual understanding of the Pharisees 
as a sect of ritual^ purists is based on the false assumption that they can be identified 
with the perushim of M.Hag 2:7, who can be rendered unclean by the garments of 
the 'am-ha-'aretz. He attempts to set up criteria other than the merely linguistic 
ones for detemining when tannaitic texts are actually dealing with the Pharisees. For 
a discussion of Rivkin's methodology, cf. D. Ellenson, 'Ellis Rivkin and the Problem 
of Pharisaic History', JAAR 43(1975) 787-802. The call for a clear methodology is 
laudable, but it seems that in confining Pharisees to a teaching class only he has gone 
beyond the evidence of the New Testament (cf. Lk 11:37.45; which distinguishes 
Pharisaic from Scribal concerns) and Josephus (cf. Ant 18:15, which speaks about 
their way of life as well as their teaching) both of which should also be taken into 
account.in his methodology. The views of Meyer, Tradition und Neuschbpfung, 
esp. 33-43, can perhaps suggest a rapprochement between the two positions: he 
concludes his section 'Pharisaische Weisheit und Schriftgelehrsamkeit' as follows: 
'Das bedeutete aber, dass der Schriftgelehrte, gerade in seiner Eigenschaft als Sofer, 
das heisst als Tradent und Interpret der Tora, fur die innere und aussere Existenzder 
Perusim beziehungsweise Haberim lebensnotwendig war'. 

3Meyer seems to suggest that all Pharisees were organized in haburoth, even though 
he does admit of certain grades of haberim on the basis of the rabbinic evidence, 
Tradition und Neuschbpfung, 23ff, and TDNT, 9, 16-20. This is also the view of 
Jeremias, Jerusalem in the Time of Jesus 247 and 251, n.3. Others are less certain: 
G.F. Moore, Judaism in the First Centuries of the Christian Era. The Age of the 
Tannaim, 3 vols. Cambridge, Harvard Univ. Press, 1927, 3, 26; J. Neusner, 'The 
Fellowship in the Second Jewish Commonwealth', HTR 53(1960) 125-42, esp. 125, 
n.l; E.P. Sanders, Paul and Palestinian Judaism, Philadelphia, Fortress Press, 1977, 
154; Oppenheimer, The'Am ha-Aretz, 118-60. On 119, n.4, he gives the various 
references in rabbinic literature to the expressions cited in the text. Cf. also C-H 
Hunzinger, 'Spiiren Pharisaischer Institutionen in der friihen rabbinischen Uber
lieferung', in Tradition und Glaube, Festgabe fiir Karl Georg Kuhn, Gottingen, 
Vandenhoeck und Ruprecht, 1971, 147-56, with reference to the practice of excom
munication in rabbinic literature. 

4M. Ed 1:14 gives another such dispute where the Shammaites and Hillelites 
differ concerning the degree of impurity of an earthenware vessel of an 'Am ha-Aretz. 
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In this instance the Hillelites yielded to the opinion of their opponents. The mishnah 
in question comes from the Jamnia period when a serious attempt was made to 
reconcile the diverging views of the earlier period. Cf. Oppenheimer, The 'Am ha-
Aretz, 88, and Neusner, From Politics to Piety, 100-3. 

5Oppenheimer, The 'Am ha-Aretz, 60, n. 119, shows that this is an early (i.e. pre-70) 
mishnah on the basis of a comparison with T. Hag 3:2f, the parallel text, where 
additional names of Jamnia rabbis are introduced. Accordingly, Rivkin's relegation 
of the passage to his category of doubtful references to the Pharisees, 'Defining the 
Pharisees', 239, appears unwarranted. His argumentation is only valid if one accepts 
his definition that the certain Pharisaic texts 'without exception' have the perushim 
stating a legal position, and never themselves the subject of the law. Cf. above, n. 2. 

6Oppenheimer, The 'Am ha-Aretz, 156-60, discussing the example of b.Sukk. 43b., 
where Pharisees and 'Am ha-'Aretz agree against the Boethusians in regard to a 
particular rite. Despite the polemics of the chapter, Jn 7 suggests a similar situation 
on the occasion of a feast. Cf. also Oppenheimer's discussion of cases where there is 
a desire not to widen social divisions created by the purity laws, op. cit. 92-6. 

7There were good social reasons for this as Oppenheimer, The 'Am ha-Aretz, 115, 
points out, namely the historical interest of the Ushan sages in the period of the 
second temple because of the continuing hope that the temple would be rebuilt; the 
collecting and sifting of halakhoth from earlier times preparatory to the redaction 
of the Mishnah; insistance on the religious-national practices, especially the tithing 
and purity laws, which were probably suspended in the wake of the persecution of 
Hadrian. Biichler, Der Galilaische 'Am ha-Ares, uses such Ushan traditions as 
T.Dem 2:2; T. Ab. Zar. 3:10; M. Dem 2:3; b. Ber 47b, all dealing with the views of 
Rabbis Meir and Judah on what constitutes an 'am ha-'aretz and a haber, as a proof 
that these concepts emerged only in the Ushan period. However, he mistakes the 
attribution of a particular halakhah to a Rabbi with its origin, as Oppenheimer 
points out, and the latter has convincingly shown that the issues are much earlier, 
and rooted in the economic and social fabric of life in Palestine since Hasmonaean 
times, at least, op. cit. 6, 69-79 (tithes) and 83-96 (purity laws). Cf. above ch. 7. notes 
79 and 80. 

8Buchler, Der Galilaische 'Am ha-Ares, 18-26, insists that this understanding of 
the 'am ha-'aretz was to be found in Judaea in the Jamnia period, but not in Galilee. 
Cf. also Oppenheimer, The 'Am ha-Aretz, 97-106. Cf. M. Sotah 9:15; b.Ber 47b, for 
two detailed descriptions of what constitutes an 'am ha-'aretz, the former stressing a 
lack of concern for spiritual things in general and the latter a neglect of such distinc
tive Jewish practices as the recitation of the Shema', the wearing of tefillin and the 
placing of mezuzah at the door. It climaxes with the following: 'Others again said: 
Anyone who has Jearned Scripture and Mishnah, but has not ministered to the 
talmidey hakhamim is an 'am ha-'aretz.' 

9Oppenheimer, The 'Am ha-Aretz, 103-5, argues to the lateness of this dictum 
which he attributes to R. Hillel, a third century C.E. teacher, but his arguments, 
based on variant MS reading, are not very convincing, especially in view of the 
Johannine verse. 

10* "Pharisaic-Rabbinic" Judaism', 140f; Eliezer ben Hyrcanus. The Traditions 
and the Man, 2 vols. Studies in Judaism in Late Antiquity, III and IV, Leiden, Brill, 
1973, 2, 140f. Oppenheimer, The 'Am ha-Aretz, 183f, lists the rejection of the sects, 
the rise of the sages to the role of political and national builders and the replacement 
of the temple by the torah at the center of Jewish life as reasons for this development. 

u T h i s aspect of the struggle has been underlined particularly by R. Meyer, 'Der 
'Am ha-Ares. Ein Beitrag zur Religionssoziologie Palastinas im ersten und zweiten 
Jahrhundert', Judaica 3(1947) 169-99, esp. 192-5. 

12Cf. already the critical remarks of E. Schiirer, Theologische Literaturzeitung, 
nr. 23( 1906) 619f, who points out the forced interpretation of many rabbinic passages 
such as M. Hag 2:5; b.Ber 47b in order to restrict their meaning to priest alone. 

nThe 'Am ha-Aretz, 18-22, Meyer, 'Der 'Am ha-Ares.' 197, sees this as the reason 
why the social ostracization did not lead to violent conflict. 
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1 4While disclaiming any significance to the distinction between town and country 
in discussing the nature of the concept, The 'Am ha-Aretz, 19f, Oppenheimer later 
seems to recognize that such distinctions did play a real part in determining attitudes 
to the tithes (op. cit. 71). 

1 5 This is stressed by Cohen, Josephus in Galilee, 267-78, 393 and by Rajak, 'Justus 
of Tiberias', 357. A comparison with War at the relevant passages shows no such 
concern. 

1 6According to Ant 12:276 Mattathias allowed fighting on the Sabbath, and 
according to War 2:517 the Jews also attacked the army of Cestius on that day. On the 
other hand they observed the rule stated in Jubilees 50:12 during Pompey's siege, 
Ant 14:63. Observance of the Sabbath was a cornerstone of Jewish piety (Cf. already 
Ant 13:337 for Galilee) and differences of opinion between the sects dealt only with 
what constituted a violation. Cf. in general E. Lohse, art. aaft&aTov TDNT 7, 1-35, 
esp. 8f on the question of fighting on the sabbath. 

1 7Above ch. 6, n. 95. The precise meaning of iraXaW is uncertain, for it could 
signify 'of long standing' or 'at one time'. The encomium on Simon Life 190-2, does 
not detract from the information, since Josephus says that Simon was at that time 
at variance with him ( T6T€ ) . 

1 8For a dicsussion cf. Hengel, Die Zeloten, 204-11. The rabbinic references are p. 
Shabb 1,3c; b. Shabb 17b; b.Ab.Zar 36a and b. M. Shabb 1:4 briefly mentions a blood
bath. Twelve different types of food are excluded as well as the Greek language, their 
witness, their gifts, their sons and daughters and their first fruits, 'their' referring 
to gentiles. H. Graetz, whose views have been followed by most scholars, including 
Hengel, dates them to the period just before the first revolt, Geschichte der Juden, 
HI, 809. There is no mention of images in this list, but C. Roth, 'An ordinance against 
Images in Jerusalem', HTR 49(1956) 151-64, on 176, n.13, tentatively suggests 
(picture) for (brine). 

1 9Roth,'An Ordinance against Images', 173-5, links the tcoivbvoi Jerusalem men
tioned at Life 65.310 with the body that passed the 18 halakhbth of the same period. 

20Cf. Roth, 'The Historical Implications of the Jewish Coinage'; ch. 3 above, n. 51. 
2 1Josephus is a good example of this double standard, since in several places he 

mentions the law that forbids any representations: Ant 3:91; 8:195; Against Apion 
2:74f, yet reports without comment the fact that some Jewish aristocratic homes 
had such representations: Ant 12:230 (John Hyrcanus); 14:34 (Aristobulus II); 15:26 
(Alexandra II); 19:357 (Agrippa). J. Gutmann, 'The Second Commandment and 
the Image in Judaism', HUCA 32(1961) 161-74, esp. 172, n. 10, speculates that in the 
light of the above evidence Josephus would have been anxious to show the Zealots 
of Tiberias where his true loyalties lay. However, apart from the doubtful case of the 
18 halakhbth (cf. above n. 18) there does not seem to have been any general ban on 
images, as the saying of Eleazar ben Saddoc (c. 100 C.E.) indicates: 'There were all 
kinds of representations in Jerusalem except for human figures' (T. Ab.Zar. 5:2). In 
general cf. Meyer, 'Die Figurendarstellung in der Kunst des spathellenistischen 
Judentums', 12f, who notes that all the examples cited come from those who had 
not accepted the Pharisaic-rabbinic dogma of the sanctification of the everyday 
through the law and with it the prohibition against images in the non-cultic sphere. 

2 2Hengel, Die Zeloten, 198, regards Roth's emendation to include a ban on images 
in the 18 halakhoth (above ri. 18) doubtful. 

2 3Above ch.4, notes 65 and 6. Buchler, Der Galilaische 'Am ha-Ares, 94-6 points to 
the rabbinic tradition in b. Shabb 33b and p. Shabb 9. 38d where only a few graves 
were protruding, and therefore concludes that the whole city was not regarded as 
unclean. His conclusion that, because Rabbis such as Johanan ben Zakkai visited 
the city before the cleansing, the problem of Jews inhabiting the place referred to 
by Josephus as well as the legend of the cleansing could only have concerned 
priests, appears to be another example of his special pleading in support of his 
overall thesis. Cf. above, n. 12. 

24M. Ab. Zar. 3:4 relates the reply of Rabban Gamaliel when questioned by a 
certain Proklos why he visited the bath of Aphrodite in Acre, the burden of which 
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is, that because men disregard the statue as they enter and exit, she is not really a 
goddess, and so there is no violation of the command not to worship their gods 
(Dt 12:3). 

2 5 Moore, Judaism, 1, 328f; de Vaux, Ancient Israel, 74f. The fact that these men 
seem to have transferred their allegiance on a permanent basis put them in the 
category of ger rather than nokri', though not called proselytes by Josephus for 
whom there were special regulations. Cf. also the articles on f-kvos and?rpo<r^\vros., 
in TDNT 5, 1-36 and 6, 727-44. 

2 6 Is Josephus here underlining his maganimity for Roman readers or answering 
a charge of Justus? There is certainly a danger of reading everything in Life from 
this latter perspective. It is noteworthy that the episode is linked with charges that 
Josephus was a collaborationist, Life 129.132. 

2 7 Sanders, Paul and Palestinian Judaism, 209f, has a good discussion of the 
differing attitudes on this question. 

2 8 Above, n. 18. Hengel, Die Zeloten, 203f, notes that circumcision was an issue at 
War 2:454, where the rebels are said to have compelled the captain of Herod's palace 
to be circumcised in order to save his life. He sees the compulsory circumcision as 
having its roots in Maccabaean times: I Mace 1:61; 3:8; 2 Mace 8:3, and links the 
Galilean episode with the Zealot ideal of purity of the land. Cf. above ch. 7, n. 92. It 
should be noted however that during the conquests of Hyrcanus circumcision was 
imposed on the conquered peoples without any particular appeal to sectarian 
concerns (Ant 13:257.318f). 

2 9 Marcus, Loeb Josephus, 7, 737-42, Appendix C, T h e Early Seleucid Rulers 
and the Jews'. 

3 0 Hengel, Jud. und Hell., 85f, n. 332. The early enactment of Jose ben Joezer and 
Jose ben Johanan, who were the second pair of Pharisaic teachers, decreed that 
glassware also was subject to impurity and may have been directed against the same 
practice according to Oppenheimer, The 'Am ha-Aretz, 57, n. 113. Cf. above ch. 5, 
n. 84 and 85. 

3 1 S . Hoenig, 'Oil and Pagan Defilement', JQR 61(1970/1) 63-75, esp. 66-9. 
3 2 J. Baumgarten, 'The Essene Avoidance of Oil and the Laws of Purity', RQ 

6(1967/8) 184-92, interprets CD 12:15-7, as concern for the purity laws rather than 
rejection of sacrifice or avoidance of luxurious living. Cf. War 2:123: 'Oil they (the 
Essenes) consider defiling'. 

"Graetz, Geschichte, 3, 807f. 
3 4 Eupolemus, writing about 150 B.C.E., in a fragment preserved in Eusebius 

(Praep. Evang. IX, 33.1) mentions supplies of food for Jerusalem coming from 
different regions: oil from Judaea, fatstock from Arabia and wheat from Galilee, 
Samaria and Moab and Ammon and Gilead. This was before Galilee had been 
officially integrated into the Jewish land, and significantly its oil is not for use. 

3 5 T h u s Oppenheimer, The 'Am ha-Aretz, 204, following Safrai, Pilgrimage 
(Hebrew) 44-6, who regards the explanation of the Talmuds as not reflecting the 
historical situation of the actual halakhah in question, and notes the other 
geographical data of the same Mishnah. 

36A Life of Rabban Johanan ben Zakkai, Studia Post-Biblica 7, Leiden, Brill, 
1962, 23-6, discusses this tradition and notes the apologetic concerns of a later 
time, but nevertheless dates his career in relation to Hillel (p. 27). 

3 7 Above ch. 5, n. 58 for Neusner's views on the authenticity of the saying and 
ib. n. 55 for the meaning of siqarikon. 

3 8 The two cases brought to him M. Shabb 16:7;22:3 deal with the trivia of Sabbath 
violation. 

3 9 Cf above, notes 2 and 10. 
4 0 G. Vermes, 'Hanina ben Dosa. A Controversial Galilean Saint from the First 

Century of the Christian Era', JJS 23(1972) 28-50 and 24(1973) 51-64, 61, (hereafter 
'Hanina ben Dosa', I and II) against A. Biichler, Types of Jewish Palestinian Piety 
From 70 B.C.E. to 70 C.E. The Ancient Pious Man, Reprint, New York, Ktav, 1968, 
89. Cf. below, n. 92. 
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4 1 Thus Neusner, A Life of Rabban Johanan ben Zakkai, 30f; Vermes, 'Hanina 
ben Dosa', I, 32, describes the contrast as follows: a favorite slave is in a position 
to procure some favor from his master more speedily than is a prince who must 
follow the rules of protocol. 

i2ARNB, ch. 27 reads Ramath bene-Anat whereas ARNA has Beth Ramah. 
The former is unknown, and Neubauer (reading Bet Ramtah) locates the latter 
across the Jordan from Jericho, Geographie, 198. According to A. Salderini, The 
Fathers According to Rabbi Nathan, Studies in Judaism in Late Antiquity, Leiden, 
Brill, 1975, 163, n. 32. Ms. N reads Ramat Beth-Anat, which is very similar to Rum 
Bet Anat of T. Mik 6:3 and is usually located in Galilee. Cf. above, ch. 4, n. 15 and 
ch. 5, n. 7. 

4 3 S . Safrai, 'Teaching of Pietists in Mishnaic Literature', JJS 16(1965) 15-33, esp. 
25ff, examines the various traditions of this anecdote; cf. also Buchler, Der 
Galildische 'Am ha-Arets, 90ff. Safrai believes that the expression refers to a definite 
current in the halakhah, having certain affinity with the Rabbis but with its own 
individual lines. 

4 4 L. Finkelstein, The Pharisees. The Sociological Background to their Faith, 
2 vols. 3 ed., Philadelphia, The Jewish Publication Society of America, 1962, 
43-60. 

45b. Sanh l i b presumes that a local Beth Din could decide about intercalation. 
However, this may be purely theoretic in view of Gamaliel I's letter on this matter 
mentioned above. 'Public things' could refer to such as the temple mount, its 
courts and wells for the pilgrims which were considered to belong to all Israel. 
Mantel, Studies in the Sanhedrin, 29, considers the title nasi' to be early, but is 
criticized by Hengel, 'Die Synagogeninschrift von Stobi', 153, n. 24;;cf. above, ch. 3, 
n. 60, however, where it is suggested that at least the office of nasi would seem to 
have existed from Maccabaean times. 

4 6 D e Vaux, Ancient Israel, 194-209 and Rostovtzeff, SEHHW 1, 451-5 and 
2,1296-1300. 

A1The Pharisees, 1, 48-50 and 43-7. He does accept that the Judaean custom of 
inspection of the marriage bed may be the survival of a very ancient rite, 2,829, n. 10. 
Oppenheimer, The 'Am ha-Aretz, 215f, makes no attempt to probe behind these 
customs for possible social reasons, simply commenting, 'a more beautiful 
custom'. Cf. above, n. 14. 

4 8Oppenheimer, The 'Am ha-Aretz, 200-17, is at pains to show that at least some 
Galileans were concerned both with the study of the torah in general and the 
detailed halakhoth, in his desire to refute Buchler's thesis. While his criticism of 
the latter is in its general lines correct, it has led him at times to ignore the real 
differences in regard to halakhah in general between the pre- and post- 70 periods, 
and the historical and social factors that made for special attitudes in Galilee. In this 
instance all the examples he cites come from the Jamnia period, but what does this 
say about the earlier situation? Cf. n. 10 above. 

4 9 Moore, Judaism, 1, 78f, calls this an old baraita, but it seems likely that its 
form is determined by debates about the authority of Hillel at a later time. 

5 0 J. Neusner, First Century Judaism in Crisis. Yohanan ben Zakkai and the 
Renaissance of Torah, Nashville, Abingdon Press, 1975, 184ff; 'Studies in the 
Taqqanot of Yavneh', HTR 63(1970) 183-98, esp. 193f, where he argues that inso
far as the tradition supports a central authority and suppresses opposition from 
opposing groups it must have come from Yavneh. 

5 1 Thus, Moore, Judaism, 1, 78, n. 2; Neusner, From Politics to Piety, 27. 
5 2 Above, chs. 3, n. 55 and 4, notes 82 and 3. 
5 3 Meyers, 'Regionalism', 97 and 99; cf. above, ch. 4, n. 102. On the basis of our 

discussions in ch. 1 this is an example of human factors, religious and social, 
overcoming natural barriers to exchange and communication. 

5 4 Above, n. 1. Cf. Davies, The Setting of the Sermon on the Mount, 256-315; 
W. Trilling, Das Wahre Israel, Studien zur Theologie des Matthdusevangeliums, 
3 ed., SANT, Munich, Kosel, 1964, 90-7; R. HummelJ Die Auseinandersetzung 
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zwischen Kirche und Judentum im Matthdusevaneliums, Beitrage zur Evangelischen 
Theologie, 33, Munich, Kaiser, 1963, 26-35; G. Barth, 'Matthew's Understanding 
of the Law', in Tradition and Interpretation in Matthew, G. Bornkamm, G. Barth, 
H.J. Held, English trans., London, S.C.M. 1963, esp. 85-95. 

5 5 From Politics to Piety, 72. 
5 6 In this connection the absence of the Pharisees from the trial of Jesus is signi

ficant, but it does not warrant P. Winter's conclusion, On the Trial of Jesus, Berlin 
1961, 124f, that all polemical aspects of Jesus' relation with the Pharisees in the 
gospels are secondary. 

5 7 Weiss, art &api<raios , TDNT 9, 38f. The characterization of Jesus' opponents 
in Jn as 'lovdatoi is a further stage of this development. 

5 8 We should not overlook the pro-Pharisaic views in Mt 23:3.23; 13:52; or the 
fact that Nicodemus, 'a teacher in Israel', is favorable to Jesus in Jn. These indica
tions suggest that all contact between the two groups is not precluded. Cf. H. Merkel, 
'Jesus und die Pharisaer', NTS 14(1968) 194-208, esp. 198-200 who says that 
Mt's criticism of the Pharisees is 'scharf but never 'prinzipiell', and Weiss, TDNT9, 
44f, who notes Jn's rejection of Pharisaic teaching (Jn 8:30; 9:16) but without 
condemning the Pharisees themselves. 

5 9 R. Bultmann, The History of the Synoptic Tradition, English trans. 2 ed. 
Oxford, Blackwell, 1968, 50. 

6 0 Cf. in particular, Merkel, 'Jesus und die Pharisaer', esp. 202-7, and Weiss, 
TDNT 9, 41, notes 167 and 9 with other studies cited there. 

6 1Jeremias, The Parables, 139ff; E. Linnemann, Parables of Jesus. Introduction 
and Exposition, English trans., London, S.P.C.K., 1966, 58-64. 

6 2Below, ch. 9, II. 
6 3 The Q saying. Lk 10:13-15; Mt 11:20-4 mentions three Galilean locations, 

Corozain, Caphernaum and Bethsaida, all along the lake-front, where Jesus' 
preaching was unsuccessful, yet it is not clear that the opposition came from the 
Pharisees. On the Galilean controversy cycle and their artificial (that is, literary 
rather than biographical) features cf. Joanna Dewey, 'The Literary Structure of the 
Controversy Stories in Mk 2:1-3:6', JBL 99(1973) 394-401. 

6 4 On Luke's more 'historical' and less polemical attitudes cf. Weiss, TDNT 9, 36 
and 45, and Jeremias, Jerusalem at the Time of Jesus,2bM. 

65 The History of the Synoptic Tradition, 35. 
6 6 Hoehner, Herod Antipas, 146-9 argues that there is nothing in the gospels to 

contradict the information of Josephus, Ant 18:112, that John was put to death in 
Machaerus in Peraea. However, Tiberias seems to have been Antipas' usual place of 
residence and it is in Galilee that the incident of Lk 13:31 should be located. 

6 7 Above, notes 10 and 64. 
6 8 Cf. V. Taylor's analysis of these verses from the point of view of style and 

vocabulary, The Gospel according to Saint Mark, London, Macmillan, 1963, 
263f. 334. Oppenheimer, The 'Am ha-Aretz, 205 and 10, thinks that these references 
do not exclude Galilean scribes also, but there is little evidence for any active in the 
province, apart from Johanan ben Zakkai, before 70 C.E. Cf. below, n. 78. 

6 9 Neusner, First Century Judaism in Crisis, 148-53. 
70Mek R. Ishmael, trans. Lauterbach, 2, 193f; ARNA, Goldin ed. 94. Neusner, 

A Life of Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai, 147-68; First Century Judaism in Crisis, 
166-9. 

7 1 Neusner, 'Studies in the Taqqanbt of Yavneh'. 
12b. Bab Mez 59a and b; p. Mo Kat 3,1. Neusner, Eliezer ben Hyracanus, 422-7 

and 2, 345. On the deposition of Gamaliel, cf. Graetz, History of the Jews, 3 vols. 
Philadelphia, 1902, 2, 340-2. p. Sukk 2,8 tells of the Bath Qpl that favored the 
Hillelites; cf. Neusner, From Politics to Piety 100-3 and Davies, The Setting of 
the Sermon on the Mount, 262-6. 

7 3 Oppenheimer, The 'Am ha-Aretz, 212f. 
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7 4Biichler, Der Galilaische 'Am ha-Ares, 278ff. It is also implied by Finkelstein, 
The Pharisees, 1, 43-61 who speaks of the Shammaites and the wealthy patricians 
dominating Galilean halakhic attitudes. A. Finkel, The Pharisees and the Teacher 
of Nazareth, AGSU 4, 2 ed., Leiden, Brill, 1974, 129, goes so far as to say that 
Shammai was a Galilean, but without any greater evidence than a reference to 
I. Abrahams' (Studies in Pharisaism and the Gospels, Reprint, New York, Ktav, 
1967, 15) surmise that perhaps this was so. Cf. the critical comments of Vermes, 
Jesus the Jew, 56 and 238, n. 79. 

lbEliezer ben Hyrcanus, 2, 309.351.399.416. 
76Eliezer ben Hyrcanus 1, 141f. At b. Hull 62a he comments on the practices of 

the men of Upper Galilee. 
17Der Galildische 'Am ha-Ares, 274-336. On p. 336 he writes: 'teils erwiesenen 

teils vermuteten\ (Italics mine). 
78 Galilda vor der Makkabderzeit, 39-43. He lists R. Hanina, R. Yohanan, Eleazar, 

the Galilean who insisted on circumcision for Izates the king of Adiabne (Ant 20:43); 
Nittaj of Arbela (M. Hag 2:2; M. Ab l:6f); Abba Jose Halifkuri from near Tibi'in 
(M. Maksh 1:3) and the unnamed teacher of the young Alexander Jannaeus who is 
said to have been educated in Galilee (Ant 13:322). Over a period of 150 years this is 
clearly a very small number even if it could be shown that they were all Pharisaic 
scribes and were more successful than Johanan ben Zakkai. 

7 9Buchler, Der Galildische 'Am ha-Ares, 277, n. 2; Klein, Neue Beitrdge, 20f. 
8 0 S . Krauss, Synagogale Altertumer, Reprint Darmstadt 1966, 93-102. Cf. M. 

Hengel, 'Proseuche und Synagoge' in Tradition und Glaube, 157-84, with a detailed 
study of synagogue inscriptions from the Diaspora and Palestine. He shows that 
proseuche (house of prayer) was more typical of the Diaspora, in the absence of an 
alternative sacred place, whereas the more secular 'synagogue' was the usual Pal
estinian translation of Beth Kenesseth, even when the place had a sacral as well as 
secular character, something that the gospels amply testify. At Tiberias both aspects 
of the synagogue are apparent (cf. Life 277.280.293ff) but the diaspora designation 
'proseuche' is used, which Hengel describes as 'fremd und vornehm klingenden der 
Diaspora'. He maintains that the gradual infiltration by the Palestinian designation 
'synagogue' in the Diaspora is a sign of the increasing influence of the homeland, 
especially after 70, when the synagogue had filled the religious vacuum created by 
the destruction of the temple there also. 

8 1Biichler, Die Priester, 39-41, believes that the group frequently described in the 
Babylonian Talmud as 'the holy congregation of Jerusalem' were Jerusalmites who 
fled to Galilee and especially Sepphoris after 70, and were extremely strict in their 
dealings with the 'am ha-'aretz. S. Safrai, 'The Holy Congregation of Jerusalem', 
St Hier 23(1972) 62-78 concurs, pointing to T.Dem 2:2 contrasted with M.Dem 2:2 
and T.Dem 2:9 compared with b.Bek 31a, for the stricter attitudes. He concludes 
that they were the disciples of R. Meir, who, conscious of the holiness of Jerusalem, 
resettled there in the second century. Jeremias, Jerusalem at the Time of Jesus, 247-9, 
dates them to the first century, and believes the expression designates a Pharisaic 
group existing in Jerusalem before 70. The former view is the more likely and one 
can recognize from it the sense of 'exile' that some at least experienced in Galilee 
in the second century. 

8 2Buchler, Der Galildische 'Am ha-Arets, 300-7, attempts rather unsuccessfully 
to make him a Shammaite. Cf. above, n. 74. 

8 3 Above, n. 7. 
8 4Oppenheimer, The 'Am ha-Aretz, 170f, clearly^recognizes this, pointing to the 

fact that haber is frequently equiparated with talmid - b.Bab Bath 75a; p. Mo Kat 3, 
8Id. However, he does not seem to address the question of this relationship in his 
long treatment of the haberim (119-56) and thus fails to work out what, if any were 
the practical differences between the two in the post-70 period. 
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8 5Meyer, 'Der 'Am ha-Ares', 198f, with reference to b.Bab Mez 33b; b.Sanh 96a. 
Oppenheimer, The 'Am ha-Aretz, 188-95, points to the political and social reasons 
underlying this change in the third century. 

86b. Erub 53a and b. Oppenheimer, The 'Am ha-Aretz, 206f and 210, dismisses this 
as insignificant, but there must be some basis for it in tensions between the two 
provinces, however formalized it had become. 

8 7Cf. G. Scholem, 'Towards Understanding of the Messianic Idea in Judaism', in 
The Messianic Idea in Judaism and Other Essays on Jewish Spirituality, New York, 
Schocken, 1971, 1-37, esp. 12f. 

8 8Above, notes 10 and 11. 
8 9Above, ch. 5, notes 55 and 6. We have also discussed the question of Galilean 

involvement in the Bar Cochba struggle, ch. 3, n. 65. Oppenheimer's evidence from 
rabbinic sources, The 'Am ha-Aretz, 207, n. 27. does not substantially alter the pic
ture: T. Bab Kam 8:14 (destruction because of rearing of small cattle and trying of 
civil cases with only one judge); p. Ta'an 4, 69a (destruction of Galilean towns); 
T.Peah 7:1 (scarcity of olives because of Hadrian the wicked) etc. None of these 
passages speaks of Galilean participation in the war, but of course this does not 
preclude greater Roman presence in the province with the consequent social up
heaval afterwards. 

9 0 The expression found in M.Ab 3:10: batte kenesi' oth sel-'ammei ha-'ares, is 
explained by Meyer, 'Der 'Am ha-Ares'. 175f, n.26, as referring to the first century C.E. 
situation in which the Pharisees had not yet taken over all the synagogues of Pale
stine, and which could still be used as places of secular activity (cf. above, n. 80). 
He surmises that these were to be found especially in Galilee. Cf. W. Schrage, art. 
awayiayii TDNT 7 778-852, esp. 821-5 for the various purposes of the synagogue 
in Jewish life. 

9lJesus the Jew, Cf. my review, The Furrow, (1974) 517-20. 
92b.Ber 34b; p.Ber I, 9d. The former makes him a pupil of Johanan, but Vermes, 

'Hanina ben Dosa', II, 61 thinks this unlikely. The more precise dating of his career 
depends on some association with Johanan during the latter's Galilean sojourn, 
which Neusner, A Life of Rabban Yohanan, 47, dates to between 20-40 C.E. Vermes, 
'Hanina ben Dosa', II, 59-61, gives circumstantial evidence: the healing of Ne-
huniah's daughter (b.Bab Kam 50a) who was probably the ditch-digger mentioned 
in M. Shek 5:1, and so in the active service of the temple; according to Qph R 1:1, he 
wished to send a stone to Jerusalem for the temple with his fellow townsmen. In 
other words the tradition places him in the pre-70 period. 

9 3Vermes, 'Hanina ben Dosa', I, 38f; Biichler, Types of Jewish Palestinian Piety, 
83-7; Safrai, T h e Pietists', 16. 

9 4 'Hanina ben Dosa', II, 61ff. 
9 5 J. Jeremias, art. 'HX(€)iai, TDNT 2, 928-41, esp. 933f; Strack-Billerbeck,Kom-

mentar, 4, 781ff. 
9 6Cf. R. Meyer, Der Prophet aus Galilaa, Reprint Darmstadt 1970, 32-7, for a good 

summary of the Elijah traits in the Jesus traditions of the gospels: He instances 
the call of the disciples (Mk 1:16-20 = / Kgs 19:19-21) the Gethsemane scene (Mk 
14:32-42 = I Kgs 19:3b-9b), and the unwelcoming Samaritans (Lk 9:52b-6 = 2 Kgs 
1:9-15); the raising of the widow's son at Nairn (Lk 7:11-15 = 7 Kgs 17:17ff).. Cf. also 
J.L. Martyn, 'We have found Elijah', in Jews, Greeks and Christians. Religious 
Culture in Late Antiquity. Essays in Honour of W.D. Davies, ed. R. Hammerton-
Kelly and R. Scroggs, Leiden, Brill, 1976, 181-219. 

9 7 Hengel, Die Zeloten, 167-75, deals with the Jewish traditions linking Elijah with 
Phineas and the highpriesthood, pointing to the fact that such a tradition was current 
in first century Judaism but that the sages were critical of it. 

9 8Vennes, Jesus the Jew, seeks to identify Jesus and Hanina as two Galilean 
hasidim. However, the stories about them cast in the Elijah mould would have had 
to have been developed in different circles, probably those of disciples, no matter how 
much each drew on popular religious beliefs. The Hanina cycle was criticized by 
more orthodox circles, and so could scarcely have been developed as a conscious 
attempt to counteract the Jesus cycle in use among Christian missionaries. 

"Safrai, 'The Pietists', 25f on the D'TOn T\WD. 
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1 0 0 'The Rise and Function of the Holy Man in Late Antiquity*, JRS 61(1971) 
80-100, esp. 82f. 

1 0 1 G. Theissen, 'Wanderradikalismus: Literatursoziologische Aspekte der Uber-
lieferung von Worten Jesu im Urchristentum', ZTK 70(1973) 245-71, has underlined 
how strongly this factor comes into play in understanding Jesus' sayings on disciple-
ship and their meaning for early Christian missionizing. The rural color of the 
sayings makes it likely that the Galilean ministry of Jesus and the first Christian 
missionaries there is their immediate background. 

1 0 2 P. Brown, 'Sorcery, Demons and the Rise of Christianity' in Witchcraft: Con
fessions and Accusations, ed. M. Douglas, ASA monographs 9, London, Tavistock, 
17-45, though dealing with late antiquity has some things to say that are pertinent 
to the earlier period also, when he writes thus, '"My thesis is that a precise malaise 
in the structures of the governing classes of the Roman Empire (especially in its 
eastern, Greek-speaking half) forced the ubiquitous sorcery beliefs of ancient man 
to a flash-point of accusations in the mid-fourth century These (accusations) 
reach a peak at a time of maximum conflict in the 'new' society of the mid-fourth 
century'. Again we can back-date Brown's comments to our own period, since a 
similar wave of uncertainty struck the Jewish governing class, much earlier, even if 
the fear of the sorcerer's powers did not reach the same proportions as in the late 
empire. Cf. the following note. 

1 0 3 Hengel, Jud und Hell., 239f, notes the widely diffused picture of Solomon 
as a magician in the Greco-Roman period: Ant 8:44f; Syr Bar 77:25; Ps Philo 60:2. 
He notes that this was an area where Jewish and hellenistic syncretism readily 
collaborated. Cf. op. cit., 438ff on Essene magic. Note also S. Baron, A Social and 
Religious History of the Jews. 10 vols. 2ed., Philadelphia, Jewish Publication Society 
of America, 1952, 2, 21 and 336, n. 25. It is worth noting the interest of the 'sophis
ticated' Herodians in sorcery, War 2:112; Ant 20:142, as well as the common people, 
Life 149. This may well explain Antipas' desire to see Jesus based on reports about 
him, Lk 23:8, as well as the charge by the Scribes and Pharisees from Jerusalem 
that Jesus cast out demons by Beelzebul, Mk 3:22. Beelzebul may refer to a Syrian 
god, 'Lord of the Heights'; cf. Taylor, St. Mark, 238f. M. Limbeck, 'Jesus und 
die Wirklichkeit des Bosen', in Teufelsglaube, H. Haag, Tubingen, Katzmann, 
1974, 273-318. esp. 294-303, has put forward a different understanding of this charge. 
He maintains that in the light of contemporary Jewish practice a charge that Jesus 
was in league with Satan would have made very little sense. Instead Beelzebul 'lord 
of the dwelling' was a name for Jesus himself which his opponents had concocted 
(cf. Mt 10:25), since Jewish exorcists were practicing in the name of Jesus and the 
matter was of some concern in orthodox circles (cf. Mk 9:38f; Ac 19:13f). This would 
also explain the point of Jesus' counter-question: 'by whom do your children cast 
them out?' {Lk 11:19). It was only when the controversy was translated into Greek 
that the significance of the name was mistaken and Beelzebul identified with the 
'prince of demons'. 

1 0 4J.Z. Smith, 'The Temple and the Magician', in God's Christ and his People. 
Studies in Honour of Nils Alstrup Dahl, ed. J. Jervell and W. Meeks, Oslo, Bergen, 
Tromso, Universitetsforlaget, 1977, 233-47, esp. 238f, with an approving citation 
from P. Brown, The World of Late Antiquity, London, Thames, 1971,102f. Brown 
had written that the emergence of the holy man at the expense of the temple marked 
the end of the classical world, and Smith claims that the holy man was already filling 
the same sociological niche since the second century B.C.E. 

1 0 5For Hanina there is the tradition of Qph R 1:1, concerning his desire ot send 
a stone (presumably for the rebuilding program), yet his reluctance to go there 
himself. His sphere of action was outside and largely independent of the temple. 
For Jesus' relationship to the temple cf. above, ch. 7, n. 89 and the article by Theissen 
cited there. 

1 0 6 E. Rivkin, 'The Internal City: Judaism and Urbanisation', despite our earlier 
reservations about his understanding of the Pharisees (above n. 2), has a brilliant 
analysis of the Pharisaic phenomenon within Judaism in relation to the dominant 
urban trend of the hellenistic world. 



CHAPTER NINE 
C H R I S T I A N I T Y I N G A L I L E E 

I n the las t c h a p t e r w e s a w t h a t P h a r i s a i c , a n d la te r r a b b i n i c 
halakhah r ece ived o n l y a l i m i t e d r e s p o n s e i n G a l i l e e de sp i t e 
t h e bes t efforts of J e r u s a l e m - b a s e d P h a r i s a i c scr ibes a n d t h e 

t eache r s of J a m n i a . 1 T h e p r e s u m p t i o n m u s t be t h a t these la t te r 
d i d h a v e a g r ea t e r deg ree of success g i v e n the c h a n g e d r e l i g i o u s 
c l i m a t e of J u d a i s m after 70. Yet i t is n a t u r a l to t h i n k of C h r i s t i a n 
i ty as t h e m a j o r a l t e r n a t i v e to t h e halakhah t h a t w e felt i m p e l l e d 
to l o o k for, g i v e n t h e fact t h a t i ts f o u n d e r J e s u s w a s a G a l i l e a n a n d 
i n i t i a l l y a t leas t e n j o y e d g r e a t p o p u l a r i t y the re . Besides , a l l t h e 
g o s p e l s w r i t t e n a b o u t t he year 70 o r a f t e rwards h a v e a very p o s i 
t ive a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s G a l i l e e , e spec ia l ly i n c o n t r a s t to J u d a e a , a n d 
i n p a r t i c u l a r J e r u s a l e m . I n d e e d the re is ev idence t h a t ' G a l i l e a n ' 
h a d q u i t e ea r ly b e c o m e a n a m e for C h r i s t i a n s i n c e r t a i n q u a r t e r s , 
a n d c o n t i n u e d to be so u s e d as l a te as t h e f o u r t h c e n t u r y E m p e r o r 
J u l i a n . 2 I n t h i s c h a p t e r w e i n t e n d to e x a m i n e the p l a c e of 
C h r i s t i a n i t y w i t h i n t h e r e l i g i o u s s p e c t r u m of G a l i l e e a g a i n s t t he 
b a c k g r o u n d a n d c i r c u m s t a n c e s a l r e a d y d i scussed , h o p e f u l l y 
m a k i n g s o m e c o n t r i b u t i o n to t h i s m u c h d i scussed q u e s t i o n of 
p r i m i t i v e C h r i s t i a n h i s t o r y . 

I 
C H R I S T I A N I T Y I N G A L I L E E 

O n e m i g h t be fo rg iven for a s s u m i n g t h a t w e h a v e p l e n t y of 
i n f o r m a t i o n o n C h r i s t i a n i t y i n G a l i l e e , s ee ing t h a t the t e r m 
'Ga l i l e an Chr i s t i an i ty ' is- so f requent ly e m p l o y e d in c o n t e m p o r a r y 
N e w T e s t a m e n t s t u d i e s . 3 Yet t he t r u t h is t h a t direct i n f o r m a t i o n 
o n t h e ex i s t ence o r n a t u r e of C h r i s t i a n i t y i n t he p r o v i n c e is 
e x t r e m e l y l i m i t e d , if for t h e m o m e n t w e leave a s ide t h e gospe l s , 
for r e a s o n s t h a t w i l l e m e r g e la ter . 

(i) Acts and Galilean Christianity. 

W i t h i n t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t Ac 9:31 is t h e s i n g l e p i ece of d i rec t 
i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t w e h a v e , a n d g i v e n t h e fact t h a t t h i s is a L u k a n 
s u m m a r y , o n e of t h e m a n y t h a t p u n c t u a t e s t h i s w r i t i n g as a 

344 



Christianity in Galilee 345 

l i te rary device of t he a u t h o r , i t c a n n o t be s a id to g ive t o o m u c h 
a w a y . 4 T h e c h u r c h t h r o u g h o u t a l l J u d a e a a n d S a m a r i a a n d 
Ga l i l e e h a d peace , ' a n d i t w a s b u i l t u p a n d a d v a n c e d i n t h e fear of 
the L o r d a n d i n t he c o n s o l a t i o n of t h e H o l y S p i r i t ' . C o n s i d e r i n g 
the a u t h o r ' s s i l ence a b o u t G a l i l e e a t p o i n t s i n h i s n a r r a t i v e w h e r e 
we m i g h t h a v e e x p e c t e d t h e p r o v i n c e to be m e n t i o n e d , e.g. 1:8; 
8:1.4, o n e c a n o n l y j u d g e t h i s p a r t i c u l a r re fe rence as u n e x p e c t e d . 
A p p a r e n t l y L u k e a s s u m e s t h a t C h r i s t i a n i t y w a s we l l e s t a b l i s h e d 
in G a l i l e e a t t he t i m e of P a u l ' s c o n v e r s i o n , b u t i t is u n f o r t u n a t e 
t h a t h e h a s g i v e n u s n o c l u e a s t o h o w i t g o t t h e r e o r t h e e x t e n t of 
its p o p u l a r i t y . W e have n o story of a n y evange l i sm there , l egendary 
o r o t h e r w i s e , c o m p a r a b l e to t h o s e of P h i l i p i n S a m a r i a a n d G a z a 
(Ac 8) o r Pe te r a t L y d d a , J o p p a a n d C a e s a r e a (Ac 9:32-10:48). I n 
th i s respec t t h e a b s e n c e of a n y m e n t i o n of G a l i l e e i n t h e n o t i c e of 
8:1 is m o s t s u r p r i s i n g . T h e H e l l e n i s t s w h o we re d i s p e r s e d f r o m 
Jerusalem in the persecution that followed Stephen 's mar ty rdom are 
sa id to h a v e g o n e to J u d a e a a n d S a m a r i a (does Kara ras x&pas 
m e a n t h e c o u n t r y d i s t r i c t s of these p rov inces? ) p r e a c h i n g t h e 
w o r d . O n e m i g h t h a v e e x p e c t e d t h a t they w o u l d h a v e a l s o g o n e to 
Ga l i l e e , b u t th i s is n o t m e n t i o n e d , a n d w e a r e left to c o n j e c t u r e 
the r e a s o n s for t h i s o m i s s i o n o n t he i r p a r t , o r L u k e ' s , o r b o t h . 

T h i s l ack of i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t p o s t - E a s t e r e v a n g e l i s m i n 
G a l i l e e h a s led to a var ie ty of o p i n i o n s o n t h e m a t t e r , a l l of t h e m 
s t a r t i n g f rom t h e m o s t t e n u o u s of a r g u m e n t s , t h e o n e f r o m 
silence. In genera l , t w o differing views are p u t forward, d e p e n d i n g 
o n w h e t h e r o r n o t L u k e ' s p i c t u r e of t h e ea r ly c h u r c h e m e r g i n g i n 
J e r u s a l e m is c o n s i d e r e d r e l i ab l e o r n o t . F o r t h o s e w h o a c c e p t t h e 
t r u s t w o r t h i n e s s of t he a c c o u n t i n Acts, a t leas t i n i ts b r o a d l i ne s , 
a var ie ty of r e a s o n s a r e g i v e n for L u k e ' s f a i l u r e t o t r ea t of t h e 
b e g i n n i n g of t h e c h u r c h i n G a l i l e e . T h e m o s t s i m p l e e x p l a n a t i o n 
is t h a t h e d i d n o t h a v e a n y i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e m a t t e r o r t h a t i t d i d 
n o t su i t h i s concerns* s ince h e does n o t tel l u s a b o u t e m e r g i n g 
C h r i s t i a n i t y a t o t h e r cen te r s a l s o , n o t a b l y D a m a s c u s a n d R o m e , 
even t h o u g h h i s n a r r a t i v e p r e s u p p o s e s C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i t i e s i n 
these c i t i e s . 5 I t h a s a l s o b e e n s u g g e s t e d t h a t G a l i l e e is i n c l u d e d i n 
h i s references to J u d a e a a t 1:8 a n d 8:1.4 s ince h i s g e o g r a p h i c a l 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g of J u d a e a seems to be m o r e i n l i n e w i t h R o m a n 
u s a g e c o v e r i n g t h e w h o l e J e w i s h t e r r i to ry , pace C o n z e l m a n n . 6 

A n o t h e r s u g g e s t i o n is t h a t t h e e v a n g e l i z a t i o n of G a l i l e e w a s i n 
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L u k e ' s v i ew t h e w o r k of J e s u s (ci.Ac 10:37) a n d so t he g o s p e l 
n a r r a t i v e s a b o u t t h e m i s s i o n s of t h e T w e l v e a n d t h e Seven ty( two) 
(Lk 9:1-6; 10:1-11) w o u l d a l r e a d y h a v e g i v e n h i s v iews o n t h e 
m a t t e r . 7 O r a g a i n , i t is p o i n t e d o u t t h a t ' t h e b r o t h e r s of t he L o r d ' 
a r e , a s ea r ly as 1 Cor, p r e s u m e d to h a v e b e e n e n g a g e d i n e v a n g e 
l i s m (9:5f) a n d G a l i l e e , t he i r h o m e l a n d , is t h e m o s t n a t u r a l p l a c e 
to loca te t he i r ac t iv i ty , even if L u k e passes i t ove r i n s i lence , n o t to 
de s t ro y h i s p i c t u r e of t h e c h u r c h e m e r g i n g a r o u n d t h e T w e l v e in 
J e r u s a l e m . 8 T h e r e is n o t h i n g i n h e r e n t l y i m p r o b a b l e a b o u t a n y o r 
a l l of these p o s i t i o n s , a n d s h o u l d w e a c c e p t L u k e ' s v iew of the 
m a t t e r G a l i l e a n C h r i s t i a n i t y m u s t h a v e p l a y e d a r a t h e r i n s ign i f i 
c a n t r o l e i n t h e s u b s e q u e n t d e v e l o p m e n t , u n l e s s of cou r se , h e h a s 
s u p p r e s s e d ev idence , s o m e t h i n g h e h a s i n fact been accused of. 

A t t h e s a m e t i m e a n u m b e r of s c h o l a r s a r e n o t p a r t i c u l a r l y 
c o n v i n c e d by L u k e ' s p r e s e n t a t i o n of C h r i s t i a n o r i g i n s based o n 
t h e T w e l v e i n J e r u s a l e m . A r g u i n g f r o m t h e p r o m i n e n c e of 
G a l i l e e i n t h e p o s t - r e s u r r e c t i o n n a r r a t i v e s of a l l four g o sp e l s 
these wr i t e r s c o n t e n d t h a t G a l i l e e , n o t J e r u s a l e m w a s t he first 
h o m e of C h r i s t i a n i t y , a n d t h a t i t w a s f r o m the re t h a t t h e e v a n g e 
l i s m of P a l e s t i n e as a w h o l e , i n c l u d i n g J e r u s a l e m , t o o k p l a c e . 9 

C e r t a i n l y , w e i g h t y a r g u m e n t s c a n be g i v e n for m a k i n g the 
G a l i l e a n r a t h e r t h a n t h e J e r u s a l e m a p p e a r a n c e s t h e ea r l i e r o n e s , 
s ince i t s eems u n l i k e l y t h a t they w o u l d h a v e b e e n fabr ica ted la ter 
o n c e t h e J e r u s a l e m t r a d i t i o n h a d b e e n e s t a b l i s h e d . 1 0 Besides i t is 
p o s s i b l e t o a r g u e t h a t w i t h i n t h e p r e s e n t g o s p e l s , w i t h t he 
e x c e p t i o n of L u k e , t he re is a s u b o r d i n a t i o n of t he J e r u s a l e m 
a p p e a r a n c e s to the G a l i l e a n ones . M a r k gives n o J e r u s a l e m appea r 
ance b u t p r o m i s e s t ha t the R i sen L o r d wi l l be seen in Gal i lee (Mk 
16:7), a n d M a t t h e w h a s the J e r u s a l e m a p p e a r a n c e to the w o m e n 
serve as a n i n t r o d u c t i o n to the G a l i l e a n o n e to the T w e l v e w h i c h 
establ ishes the un iversa l m i s s i o n (28:16). A s s u m i n g tha t Jn 21 refers 
to the Sea of T ibe r i a s , th is a p p e n d i x , s t e m m i n g from the J o h a n n i n e 
c i rc le , g ives t h e f ina l w o r d to G a l i l e e a l s o . I n d e e d i t c o u l d be 
a r g u e d w i t h g o o d r e a s o n t h a t L u k e t o o is f a m i l i a r w i t h th i s 
t r a d i t i o n , b u t t h a t for h i s o w n r e a s o n s h e h a s p ro j ec t ed it back 
i n t o t h e m i n i s t r y of J e s u s (Lk 5:1-11). 

E v e n if i t w e r e e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t t h e G a l i l e a n a p p e a r a n c e w a s t he 
ea r l i e r a n d m o r e a u t h o r i t a t i v e o n e , t h i s does n o t of itself p r o v e 
t h a t t h e t r u e h o m e of p o s t - E a s t e r C h r i s t i a n i t y w a s i n G a l i l e e , 



Christianity in Galilee 347 

howeve r . G i v e n the a p o c a l y p t i c a t m o s p h e r e of ea r ly C h r i s t i a n i t y 
t h a t a l l seem a g r e e d o n , n o t h i n g w o u l d be m o r e n a t u r a l t h a n t h a t 
the T w e l v e s h o u l d h a v e r e t u r n e d to J e r u s a l e m , t he re to a w a i t t h e 
second c o m i n g of Jesus - a n a t t i t ude exempl i f ied later i n the ac t ion 
of m a n y Jews a t the t ime of the J e w i s h revolt ( W a r 6:285f). Howeve r , 
o t h e r fea tures of ear ly C h r i s t i a n i t y a r e seen to reflect G a l i l e a n 
c o n d i t i o n s , rea l o r i m a g i n e d , a l s o . T h u s , w h i l e S c h m i t h a l s is 
p r e p a r e d to c o n s i d e r B a u e r ' s idea t h a t t h e H e l l e n i s t s c a m e f rom 
Gal i lee h e himself prefers A n t i o c h a n d locates the H e b r e w s in Ga l i 
lee. Kas t ing a lso locates the earl ier e x p a n s i o n center of Chr i s t i an i ty 
i n G a l i l e e a n d a r g u e s t h a t t h i s m o v e m e n t w e n t i n t w o di f ferent 
d i r e c t i o n s , o n e to J e r u s a l e m cen t e r ed o n the T w e l v e a n d t h e o t h e r 
to Syr ia w h e r e o n e c a n de tec t t h e first h e l l e n i z i n g t e n d e n c i e s of 
ear ly C h r i s t i a n i t y . It w a s f rom G a l i l e e a l s o t h a t D a m a s c u s m u s t 
h a v e been evange l i zed a c c o r d i n g to K a s t i n g a n d t h e m a n y loca l 
G a l i l e a n t r a d i t i o n s of M a r k ' s g o s p e l a r e for h i m a p o i n t e r t h a t 
C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i t i e s were e s t a b l i s h e d a t these c e n t e r s . 1 2 T h u s 
i n the ear l ies t e v a n g e l i s t ' s v i ew G a l i l e e w o u l d be t he s t a r t i n g 
p l a c e for the G e n t i l e m i s s i o n r a t h e r t h a n the p l a c e of t h e 
P a r o u s i a . 1 3 

(ii) Rabbinic Evidence. 

Before p u r s u i n g th i s l i n e of i n q u i r y fu r the r , n a m e l y t h e s ig
n i f i cance of G a l i l e e i n t h e g o s p e l s , w e s h a l l d o w e l l t o s ea rch for 
o t h e r s i gns of C h r i s t i a n i t y the re , even f r o m la te r t imes . , O n e 
t h i n k s i m m e d i a t e l y of t h e minim of r a b b i n i c l i t e r a t u r e as evi
d e n c e for some C h r i s t i a n s i n G a l i l e e i n t h e s e c o n d a n d t h i r d cen 
tu r ies . T h e p r o b l e m w i t h these references is t h a t i t is n o t a t a l l 
c e r t a in t h a t minim a l w a y s refers to J e w i s h Christian he re t i c s , 
a n d t h e n a t u r e of t h e p o l e m i c a l r e m a r k s d o e s n o t h e l p very m u c h 
i n d e c i d i n g t h e i s s u e . 1 4 T w o e x a m p l e s f r o m t h e ea r ly T a n n a i t i c 
p e r i o d are , h o w e v e r , i l l u s t r a t i v e of C h r i s t i a n c o n f r o n t a t i o n w i t h 
R a b b i n i c J u d a i s m , a n d they m a y w e l l serve as p o i n t e r s t o t h e 
s i t u a t i o n in G a l i l e e , a t leas t for o u r p e r i o d . B o t h dea l w i t h a 
m m , J a c o b , w h o s e p l a c e of o r i g i n is v a r i o u s l y de sc r ibed as Kefar 
S e k h a n i a h ( S i k h n i n ) o r S a m m a - t h e fo rmer , t h e m o r e l ike ly , 
b e i n g iden t i f i ed w i t h S o g a n e i n G a l i l e e , t h e l a t t e r a s o u t h e r n 
J u d a e a n t o w n . 1 5 I n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y h e w a s a G a l i l e a n C h r i s t i a n , 
for i t is w i t h h i m t h a t R . El iezer h a d the d i s c u s s i o n i n S e p p h o r i s 
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t h a t e v e n t u a l l y led to t h e l a t t e r ' s a r res t by t h e R o m a n s . T h e first 
t r a d i t i o n a b o u t J a c o b h a s h i m as a m i r a c l e w o r k e r , poss ib ly 
f o l l o w i n g t h e m o d e l of t h e G a l i l e a n J e w i s h hasidim a l r eady 
d i s c u s s e d . 1 6 H i s h e a l i n g p o w e r s a re to be r e p u d i a t e d even if i t 
m e a n s l o s ing one ' s l i fe , someth ing tha t a cer ta in ben D a m a h learned 
to h i s cost t oo late (T.Hull 2:22f; p.Shabb 1,14b; b Ab.Zar 27b). In 
t he s e c o n d t r a d i t i o n h e a n d R . El iezer ag r ee o n a m a t t e r of minniit 
( a c c o r d i n g to o n e ve r s ion , T. Hull 2:24) o r t o r a h ( a c c o r d i n g to 
a n o t h e r , b Ab. Zar 16b-l 7a) . T h i s i n c i d e n t m a d e R . El iezer suspec t 
i n t h e eyes of t h e a u t h o r i t i e s a n d h e w a s a r r a i g n e d before t he 
hegemon o r g o v e r n o r , p r o b a b l y i n Caesa rea . L i e b e r m a n h a s 
a r g u e d t h a t t he i n c i d e n t s h o u l d be d a t e d to t h e p e r s e c u t i o n of 
Chr i s t i ans by T r a j a n a n d is therefore a n i nd i ca t ion tha t they were to 
be f o u n d i n G a l i l e e after t h e year 100 C . E . 1 7 P e r h a p s m o r e 
i n t e r e s t i n g s t i l l is t h e fact t h a t J a c o b w a s a n x i o u s to d i a l o g u e 
w i t h t h e i n f l u e n t i a l r a b b i o n m a t t e r s of t o r a h a n d El iezer c o u l d 
b e a n o n y m o u s l y d e n o u n c e d , p r e s u m a b l y b e c a u s e t he re w a s st i l l 
n o c lear d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n J e w a n d J e w i s h C h r i s t i a n i n P a l e 
s t i n e d e s p i t e t h e c o n d e m n a t i o n of t he nozrim a n d minim t h a t 
h a d b e e n i n t r o d u c e d i n t o t h e e i g h t e e n b e n e d i c t i o n s s o m e t i m e 
before t h i s . 1 8 T h i s c a n a l s o be c o r r o b o r a t e d for t h e s l i gh t ly ea r l i e r 
p e r i o d of D o m i t i a n , w h e n , a c c o r d i n g to E u s e b i u s ' r e p o r t t aken 
f r o m H e g e s i p p u s , t h e g r a n d s o n s of J u d a s , t h e b r o t h e r of t h e L o r d , 
w e r e a l s o d e l a t e d to t h e officer (evocatus) a n d b r o u g h t before t h e 
e m p e r o r b e c a u s e they w e r e of t h e f ami ly of D a v i d (Eccles. Hist. 
3,19). O n e ge ts t he i m p r e s s i o n f rom these texts - a n d it c a n be 
n o m o r e t h a n t h a t - t h a t by t h e e n d of t he first a n d ear ly i n t h e 
s e c o n d c e n t u r y C . E . t h e r e w a s a m i n o r i t y of C h r i s t i a n s i n G a l i l e e 
w h o w e r e J e w i s h C h r i s t i a n i n o r i g i n a n d b a c k g r o u n d a n d w h o 
w e r e g r a d u a l l y b e i n g i so l a t ed w i t h i n t h e to ta l J e w i s h c o m m u n i t y 
b e c a u s e of t h e g r o w i n g rift b e t w e e n c h u r c h a n d s y n a g o g u e . 

( i i i ) Later Christian Sources. 

F o l l o w i n g th i s l ead fu r the r , i t is i m p o r t a n t to d i scuss t h e p l a c e 
of G a l i l e a n C h r i s t i a n t y in t h e c o n t e x t of P a l e s t i n i a n J e w i s h 
C h r i s t i a n i t y as a w h o l e , e spec ia l ly i n v i ew of t h e fact t h a t t h e 
pos t -70 he re t i ca l f o r m s of t h i s la t ter , n a m e l y t h e E b i o n i t e s a n d 
the N a z o r a e a n s , h a v e been u sed to d o c u m e n t t h e a t t i t u d e s of t he 
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fo rmer by L o h m e y e r a n d o t h e r s c h o l a r s . T h e l i n k s t h a t c a n be 
forged be tween t h e t w o a r e d e p e n d e n t o n a n u m b e r of facts a b o u t 
w h i c h it u n f o r t u n a t e l y does n o t seem p o s s i b l e t o h a v e c o m p l e t e 
ce r t a in ty . T h e m a i n p r o b l e m c o n c e r n s t h e f l i gh t of t h e J e r u s a l e m 
C h r i s t i a n s t o P e l l a p r i o r to t h e first J e w i s h r evo l t a s r e p o r t e d 
by E u s e b i u s (Eccles. Hist. 3 , 5), s o m e t h i n g t h a t h a s b e e n re jected 
by a n u m b e r of s c h o l a r s as a la te r l e g e n d , b u t w h i c h h a s b e e n a b l y 
de fended m o s t r ecen t ly by M . S i m o n . 1 9 H o w e v e r , even a l l o w i n g 
for t h e rea l i ty of t h e f l igh t , i t s t i l l seems a r a t h e r l o n g w a y f rom 
th i s , p r e s u m a b l y , s m a l l g r o u p of fugi t ives , s o m e of w h o m m a y 
h a v e la ter r e t u r n e d to J e r u s a l e m , 2 0 a n d t h e g r o u p s desc r ibed by 
E p i p h a n i u s . O u r q u e s t i o n t h e n b e c o m e s twofo ld : w h a t a r e t h e 
l i nks b e t w e e n p re -70 J e r u s a l e m C h r i s t i a n i t y a n d t h e la te r C h r i s 
t i a n sec ta r i ans of t h e T r a n s j o r d a n r e g i o n a n d s econd ly , h o w a re 
G a l i l e a n C h r i s t i a n s c o n n e c t e d w i t h o n e o r b o t h m o v e m e n t s ? 

L o o k i n g a t t h e p r o b l e m f rom t h e p e r s p e c t i v e of t h e l a te r s i t ua 
t i on , t w o dif ferent g r o u p s a p p e a r i n t h e T r a n s j o r d a n r e g i o n , 
t he E b i o n i t e s a n d t h e N a z o r a e a n s . E v e n t h i s fact a l o n e sugges t s 
t h a t they c a n n o t a l l be seen as t h e d i rec t d e s c e n d a n t s of t h e J e r u 
sa l em C h r i s t i a n s , u n l e s s w e s u p p o s e t h a t t h e r e w e r e d i f ferent 
s e g m e n t s i n t h a t c h u r c h even after t h e h e l l e n i s t s h a d b e e n p u s h e d 
o u t . B u t t he re is c o n s i d e r a b l e c o n f u s i o n c o n c e r n i n g these t w o 
sects a n d the i r i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p . J e r o m e (Letters 112,13) says t h a t 
t he J e w i s h t i t le for a l l J e w i s h C h r i s t i a n s w a s N a z a r e n e s (Naz -
orenes ) , a d e s i g n a t i o n t h a t is f o u n d c o m m o n l y for a l l C h r i s t i a n s 
i n P e r s i a n a n d M o h a m m e d a n s o u r c e s . 2 1 E p i p h a n i u s c o n c u r s w i t h 
th i s (Pan. X X , 4) w h i l e a l s o d e s c r i b i n g a J e w i s h C h r i s t i a n a n d a 
J e w i s h sect of a s i m i l a r , if n o t t h e s a m e n a m e . E v e n t h o u g h h e 
a t t e m p t s t o d i s t i n g u i s h b e t w e e n these t w o sects, t r e a t i n g of t h e 
Nacrapatot in chap t e r X I X (c f .XXIX,6)and the C h r i s t i a n Nafcopatoi 
i n c h a p t e r X X I X , o n e c a n n o t a v o i d t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t h i s 
d e s c r i p t i o n of t h e J e w i s h C h r i s t i a n sect is c o l o r e d b o t h by h i s 
a c c o u n t of t h e ea r l i e r J e w i s h o n e a n d t h a t of t h e E b i o n i t e s t o 
fo l low i n c h a p t e r X X X . 2 2 T h i s n a t u r a l l y ra i ses q u e s t i o n s a b o u t 
the i n d e n t i t y of t h e C h r i s t i a n N a z o r a e a n s , w h o u n l i k e t h e E b i o n 
ites, d o n o t a p p e a r i n a n y of t h e o t h e r ear ly l is ts of C h r i s t i a n 
here t ics . T h i s is e spec ia l ly t r u e s e e i n g t h a t E p i p h a n i u s does n o t 
seem to h a v e even r e a d t h e i r g o s p e l , m u c h less h a v e h a d a n y 
p e r s o n a l c o n t a c t w i t h t h e m . I n o n e p a r t of h i s t r e a t m e n t of t h e 
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C h r i s t i a n N a z o r a i o i h e sugges t s t h a t they w e r e a very ear ly J e w i s h 
g r o u p d e v o t e d to c i r c u m c i s i o n a n d t h e l a w w h o c a m e to bel ieve 
i n J e s u s a n d n a m e d themse lves after h i s n a t i v e p l a c e ( X X I X , 5), 
w h e r e a s l a te r h e says t h a t they o r i g i n a t e d f rom t h e J e w i s h C h r i s 
t i a n s w h o fled to P e l l a a n d t h a t they f l o u r i s h e d i n B o r o a ( A l e p p o ) 
i n Coe le -Sy r i a as w e l l as i n t h e D e k a p o l i s a r o u n d P e l l a a n d i n a 
t o w n of B a t a n a e a ca l l ed C o c h a b a ( X X I X , 8 ) . 2 3 T h i s g e o g r a p h i c 
l o c a t i o n is a l l t h e m o r e s i g n i f i c a n t s ince it is i n t h e s a m e r e g i o n 
t h a t t h e J e w i s h N a s a r a e a n s a r e l oca t ed ( X I X , 1), a n d s u b s e q u e n t l y 
t h e E b i o n i t e s a r e a l s o exp l i c i t l y a s soc ia t ed w i t h t he t o w n of 
C o c h a b a ( X X X , 2). T h e C h r i s t i a n N a z o r a i o i , a c c o r d i n g to E p i -
p h a n i u s , f o l l owed t h e J e w i s h l a w i n r e g a r d to c i r c u m c i s i o n , t he 
s a b b a t h a n d o t h e r c e r e m o n i e s , yet h e is n o t a b l e t o i m p u t e to 
t h e m a n y he re t i c a l v i ews o n t h e n a t u r e of C h r i s t a n d a p p a r e n t l y 
they fo l l owed a full ve r s i on of M a t t h e w ' s g o s p e l i n A r a m a i c , as 
w e l l as t h e J e w i s h s c r i p t u r e s ( X X I X , 7,9). I n d e e d E p i p h a n i u s 
uses very l i t t le of h i s u s u a l r h e t o r i c a l invec t ive a g a i n s t t h e m a n d 
o n e is just if ied in a s k i n g if i n fact these Nazora io i are n o t o r t h o d o x 
J e w i s h C h r i s t i a n s , i so l a t ed p e r h a p s i n t he Coe le -Syr ia r e g i o n 
f rom the m a i n s t r e a m of C h r i s t i a n d e v e l o p m e n t , espec ia l ly in 
t h e P a u l i n e c h u r c h e s , a n d so r e t a i n i n g c lose l i n k s w i t h the i r 
J e w i s h pas t . 

D e s p i t e t h e s i m i l a r i t y of n a m e s they d o n o t s eem to h a v e h a d 
a n y t h i n g i n c o m m o n w i t h t h e J e w i s h sect de sc r ibed by E p i 
p h a n i u s , w h o s e r e j ec t i on of t h e J e w i s h c u l t a n d a c c e p t a n c e of a 
secret r e v e l a t i o n t o M o s e s r a t h e r t h a n t h e (falsified) p u b l i c o n e of 
t h e P e n t a t e u c h s u g g e s t a f r inge J e w i s h g n o s t i c g r o u p . T h u s , i t 
c o u l d be a r g u e d , t h a t tfre C h r i s t i a n N a z o r a i o i , a r e i n fact t h e 
l e g i t i m a t e h e i r s t o t h e J e r u s a l e m J e w i s h C h r i s t i a n s w h o r e t a i n e d 
o r a p p l i e d to t h e m s e l v e s a n ea r ly n a m e for t h e J e w i s h fo l lowers of 
Je sus of Naza re th cu r r en t a m o n g the i r J e w i s h b ro the r s (cf. Ac 24:5) 
a n d w e r e a t t a c h e d t o a H e b r e w (Arama ic? ) v e r s i o n of M a t t h e w ' s 
g o s p e l . I n d e e d t h i s c o n c l u s i o n seems s u p p o r t e d by a n e x a m i n a 
t i o n b o t h of e x t a n t f r a g m e n t s of t h i s g o s p e l a n d t h e N a z o r a e a n 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s of I s a i a h t o be f o u n d i n J e r o m e ' s c o m m e n t a r y o n 
t h a t p r o p h e t . T h o u g h t h e i r g o s p e l is a p p a r e n t l y la ter t h a n 
c a n o n i c a l M a t t h e w , i ts d ive rgenc i e s f r o m i t c o u l d p o s s i b l y be 
e x p l a i n e d by t h e fact t h a t they s h a r e d c o m m o n sources t h a t h a d 
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been r e w o r k e d i n di f ferent c i rc les , w h i l e t h e c i t a t i o n s of I s a i a h 
a l so sugges t a d i f ferent c i rc le t o t h a t of c a n o n i c a l M a t t h e w . 2 4 

O u r i n f o r m a t i o n , o n t h e E b i o n i t e s is c o n s i d e r a b l y m o r e s u b 
s t an t i a l , b u t n o less p r o b l e m a t i c a l , p a r t l y d u e to t h e o t h e r ea r ly 
t e s t imon ie s to t he i r ex i s t ence s u c h as J u s t i n M a r t y r , I r e n a e u s , 
O r i g i n , E u s e b i u s a n d J e r o m e , as we l l as E p i p h a n i u s , a n d p a r t l y 
d u e to the c o m p l e x Ps. Clementine c o l l e c t i o n , o n e of w h o s e 
sources , t h e Kerygmata Petrou h a s b e e n i den t i f i ed w i t h t h e 
E b i o n i t e Periodou Petrou dia Klementps m e n t i o n e d by E p i 
p h a n i u s ( X X X , 15 ) . 2 5 A p p a r e n t l y t he i r n a m e is n o t t o be de r ived 
f rom a f o u n d e r E b i o n b u t is a l a t i n i z e d f o r m f r o m t h e G r e e k of a n 
o r i g i n a l A r a m a i c w o r d 'ebyonaye', m e a n i n g ' p o o r ' . 2 6 T h e y t o o 
a re loca ted by h i m i n t h e s a m e g e n e r a l a r ea as t h e N a z o r a i o i , 
i n c l u d i n g t h e t o w n of C o c h a b a , a n d a r e a l s o a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e 
f l igh t to P e l l a of t h e ea r ly C h r i s t i a n s ( X X X , 2 ) . T h e y f o l l o w e d a 
t r u n c a t e d ve r s ion of t he g o s p e l of M a t t h e w t h a t o m i t t e d t h e s tory 
of t h e v i r g i n b i r t h i n l i n e w i t h t he i r d o c t r i n e of J e s u s b e i n g o n l y a 
m a n . I t h a s been s u g g e s t e d t h a t E p i p h a n i u s h a s c o n f u s e d t he i r 
beliefs a n d p rac t i ce s w i t h t h o s e of t h e E l chesa i t e s , a n ea r ly 
C h r i s t i a n g n o s t i c - b a p t i s t g r o u p , b u t i t m a y we l l be t h a t t h e 
v a r i o u s l u s t r a t i o n s w h i c h h e a t t r i b u t e d to t h e m ( X X X , 17) a r e d u e 
to rea l c o n t a c t s w i t h t h a t b a p t i s t g r o u p a n d i n d e e d w i t h t h e 
Essenes a l s o . 2 7 D e s p i t e t h e i r he re t i ca l bel iefs c o n c e r n i n g t h e 
p e r s o n of C h r i s t a n d t he i r d u a l i s t i c i deas i t is n a t u r a l t o see t h e m 
closely re la ted to t he N a z o r a i o i , a n d o n e of t h e t w o di f ferent 
g r o u p s of E b i o n i t e s m e n t i o n e d by E u s e b i u s (Eccles. Hist. 3 , 27) 
a n d O r i g e n (Contra Celsum 5, 61.65) - o n e b e i n g m o r e o r t h o d o x 
the o t h e r h e t e r o d o x - h a v e b e e n iden t i f i ed by s o m e s c h o l a r s w i t h 
the N a z o r a i o i , even t h o u g h they a r e n o t e x p l i c i t l y so ca l l ed by 
these w r i t e r s . 2 8 O n e d o c t r i n e of t h e E b i o n i t e s w h i c h E p i p h a n i u s 
m e n t i o n s ident i f ies t h e m m o r e c lose ly w i t h t h e p r e - C h r i s t i a n 
N a s a r a i o i r a t h e r t h a n w i t h t h e C h r i s t i a n N a z o r a i o i , h o w e v e r , 
n a m e l y t h e r e j ec t ion of t h e J e w i s h c u l t by b o t h g r o u p s . T h u s t h e 
E b i o n i t e G o s p e l h a s t h e f o l l o w i n g s a y i n g a t t r i b u t e d to J e s u s : 
'Because I h a v e c o m e t o des t roy (KaraXvaat) t h e sacrif ices; a n d if 
y o u d o n o t cease f r o m sacrif ice, t h e w r a t h s h a l l n o t cease f r o m y o u ' 
( X X X , 16). C lea r ly , h o w e v e r t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e 
E b i o n i t e s a n d t h e N a z o r a i o i is to be w o r k e d o u t , i t is i m p o r t a n t t o 
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r e c o g n i z e t h a t a n u m b e r of e x t e r n a l i n f l u e n c e s h a v e b e e n o p e r a 
t ive o n t he i r d i f fe ren t d e v e l o p m e n t i n t h e T r a n s j o r d a n r e g i o n 
d u r i n g t h e s e c o n d c e n t u r y . O n e c a n n o t the re fore t ake t he i r beliefs 
a n d p r ac t i c e s in toto a n d u s e t h e m for d e t e r m i n i n g t r ends a n d 
a t t i t u d e s i n ea r ly C h r i s t i a n i t y , a n d m o r e speci f ica l ly i n G a l i l e a n 
C h r i s t i a n i t y , as L o h m e y e r seeks to d o . 

Before d i s m i s s i n g t h e a t t e m p t as to t a l ly fu t i le h o w e v e r , w e m u s t 
r e t u r n to o u r q u e s t i o n a l ready posed - are there any l inks tha t can 
b e fo rged b e t w e e n th i s la ter , p a r t h e t e r o d o x , p a r t o r t h o d o x b u t 
c o n s e r v a t i v e C h r i s t i a n i t y a n d Ga l i l ee? T o a n s w e r th i s a n u m b e r 
of fac tors h a v e t o be c o n s i d e r e d . F i r s t ly , o n t he a s s u m p t i o n t h a t 
s o m e h i s t o r i c a l c r e d e n c e m a y be g i v e n to t h e s tory of t h e f l igh t to 
P e l l a , i t is l e g i t i m a t e to l o o k for ea r l i e r t r a d i t i o n s i n th i s T r a n s -
j o r d a n i a n C h r i s t i a n i t y b e l o n g i n g to p re -70 J e r u s a l e m C h r i s t i a n s , 
b u t i t is n o t c lea r h o w these c o u l d b e t e r m e d G a l i l e a n even if they 
c o u l d b e i s o l a t e d w i t h c o n f i d e n c e . H e r e t h e i n f l u e n c e of J a m e s , 
t h e b r o t h e r of t h e L o r d , l o o m s very l a r g e i n a n y w e i g h i n g of t h e 
ev idence . O n t h e o n e h a n d i t is u s u a l t o ident i fy h i m w i t h G a l i l e e 
i n i t i a l l y , s e e i n g t h a t h e w a s n o t a m e m b e r of t h e g r o u p of t h e 
T w e l v e , yet o n t h e bas i s of Gal a n d Ac, as w e l l as la te r sources , i t is 
a t J e r u s a l e m t h a t h e h a d h i s g rea te s t s p h e r e of i n f l uence , a n d t h e 
t e s t i m o n y of Gal 2 s u g g e s t s t h a t t h i s w a s re la t ive ly ear ly . M e n t i o n 
h a s a l r e a d y b e e n m a d e of 1 Cor 9:5 as w i t n e s s i n g to a n a c t u a l 
m i s s i o n of t h e b r o t h e r s of t h e L o r d , yet t h i s is a n in fe rence f rom 
t h e tex t a n d t h e r e is n o e x p l i c i t m e n t i o n of a m i s s i o n t h e r e . 2 9 I n 
t h e t i m e of D o m i t i a n , w e h a v e n o t e d , o t h e r s of t h e L o r d ' s f ami ly 
w e r e l i v i n g i n G a l i l e e ( p r e s u m a b l y , b u t n o t e x p l i c i t l y s ta ted, 
E u s e b i u s Eccles. Hist. 3, 19), a n d they a r e de l a t ed , n o t for ac t ive 
m i s s i o n a r y p r o p a g a n d a b u t b e c a u s e they b e l o n g e d to t h e h o u s e 
of D a v i d , as i t w a s c l a i m e d . M o r e p r o m i s i n g is t h e ev idence of 
J u l i u s A f r i c a n u s (c. 170 C.E.) i n h i s le t ter t o Ar i s t ides , n a m e l y 
t h a t t h e desposynoi, t h a t is t h e c o u s i n s of t h e L o r d ' f rom t h e 
J e w i s h v i l l ages of N a z a r a a n d C o c h a b a t raversed t h e rest of t h e 
l a n d e x p o u n d i n g t h e i r g e n e a l o g y f r o m t h e b o o k of C h r o n i c l e s 
as far as they w e n t ' (Eccles. Hist. 1,7.15). T h e c o n t e x t is a d i scus 
s i o n of t h e d i f f e r ing g e n e a l o g i e s of Mt a n d Lk a n d i t is p o s s i b l e 
t h a t i n t h e s e c o n d c e n t u r y d i f ferent p e o p l e l a i d c l a i m to b e i n g 
c o u s i n s of t h e L o r d w i t h i n t h e J e w i s h C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i t y , 
r e l y i n g o n t h e d i f f e r ing g e n e a l o g i e s . 3 0 W h a t is s i gn i f i c an t for 
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o u r p u r p o s e s is t h a t N a z a r e t h a n d C o c h a b a a re e x p l i c i t l y m e n 
t ioned , the la t ter w e h a v e seen , b e i n g o n e of t h e cen te r s of Naz -
o r a i o i / E b i o n i t e C h r i s t i a n i t y i n T r a n s j o r d a n . D o e s th i s m e a n t h a t 
there w e r e d i rec t l i n k s i n t h e s e c o n d c e n t u r y b e t w e e n t h e G a l i l e a n 
a n d N a z o r a e a n C h r i s t i a n s of T r a n s j o r d a n ? A d m i t t e d l y , i t is 
p r e c a r i o u s ev idence u p o n w h i c h to b u i l d a n h y p o t h e s i s a b o u t 
t h e s i t u a t i o n a c e n t u r y ear l i e r . P e r h a p s c o n t a c t s w e r e e s t a b l i s h e d 
w i t h N a z a r e t h by t h e N a z o r a i o i of C o c h a b a i n a n a t t e m p t t o 
e s t ab l i sh t he i r l e g i t i m a c y by t r a c i n g t h e i r o r i g i n s n o t j u s t t o t h e 
t o w n to w h i c h they o w e d t h e i r n a m e , b u t a l s o w i t h t h e b r o t h e r s 
of t he L o r d w i t h i n t h e C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i t y t he r e . H o w e v e r , 
t h i s c a n o n l y r e m a i n c o n j e c t u r e i n t h e a b s e n c e of o t h e r in for 
m a t i o n a n d c lear ly t he r e is n o t suff ic ient e v i d e n c e i n t h i s n o t i c e 
a l o n e o n w h i c h t o base c o m m o n t h e o l o g i c a l i deas a n d p r ac t i c e s . 

M e n t i o n h a s a l r e a d y b e e n m a d e of t h e g o s p e l of t h e N a z o r a i o i 
a n d t he i r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s of I s a i a h p re se rved by J e r o m e , w h i c h 
m a y p r o v i d e a fu r the r l e ad t o w a r d s u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h i s g r o u p 
a n d the i r b a c k g r o u n d . 3 1 T h e i r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of Is 8:23f is p a r 
t i cu la r ly s i g n i f i c a n t s i nce t h e M . T . a n d t h e L X X , f o l l o w e d by 
M a t t h e w (4:15f), a l l h a v e a c lear reference to G a l i l e e , b u t t h e 
N a z o r a i o i a p p a r e n t l y u n d e r s t o o d t h e p a s s a g e d i f ferent ly . 
A c c o r d i n g to J e r o m e they i n t e r p r e t e d t h e p a s s a g e as fo l lows : 

W i t h t h e c o m i n g of C h r i s t a n d t h e success of h i s p r e a c h 
i n g first t h e l a n d of Z e b u l u n a n d N a p h t a l i w a s freed 
f rom the e r ro r s of t h e Scr ibes a n d P h a r i s e e s , a n d h e re 
m o v e d t h e heavy y o k e of J e w i s h t r a d i t i o n f r o m t h e i r 
necks . Af t e rwards t h r o u g h t h e g o s p e l of t h e a p o s t l e 
P a u l , w h o w a s t h e las t of a l l t h e a p o s t l e s , p r e a c h i n g 
w a s m a d e heav ie r , t h a t is i t w a s m u l t i p l i e d , a n d t h e 
g o s p e l of C h r i s t s h o n e a m o n g t h e b o r d e r s of t h e g e n 
ti les (termini gentium) a n d t h e w a y of t h e u n i v e r s a l 
sea (viam universi maris). 

T h e N a z o r a i o i d i s t i n g u i s h e d t w o s tages of t h e C h r i s t i a n 
m i s s i o n , t h a t of C h r i s t to t h e J e w s i n t h e l a n d of Z e b u l u n a n d 
N a p h t a l i a n d t h a t of P a u l t o t h e g e n t i l e s . G a l i l e e is n o l o n g e r 
m e n t i o n e d exp l i c i t l y , b u t i n s t e a d b e c o m e s 'termini gentium' 
' t h e b o r d e r s of t h e g e n t i l e s ' , p r e s u m a b l y b a s e d o n S y m m a c h u s 
w h o r e n d e r s galil haggoyim ( M . T . ) by bplov T&V edv&v.52 I t m i g h t 
a p p e a r t h e n t h a t t h e N a z o r a i o i , f o l l o w i n g S y m m a c h u s , r e g a r d e d 
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G a l i l e e as g e n t i l e t e r r i to ry , b u t i n r ea l i ty they h a v e p u r p o s e l y 
o m i t t e d m e n t i o n i n g it , c a l l i n g t h e t e r r i to ry i n s t e a d by i ts b ib l i ca l 
n a m e ' L a n d of Z e b u l u n a n d L a n d of N a p h t a l i ' . T h e y the reby 
re jec ted i ts g e n t i l e c o n n o t a t i o n s a n d a s soc ia t ed themse lves w i t h 
t h e m o r e a n c i e n t I rae l i t e t r a d i t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g it . 

I n t h e i r o p i n i o n G a l i l e e w a s e v a n g e l i z e d by J e s u s , w h o , h a d 
o p p o s e d t h e Scr ibes a n d P h a r i s e e s a n d t h e i r t r a d i t i o n s , a t h e m e 
f o u n d i n t h e i r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s of Is 8:14 a n d 8:19-22 a l s o . 3 3 T h i s 
w o u l d c o r r o b o r a t e t h e n o t i c e of J u l i u s A f r i c a n u s j u s t d i scussed , 
w h e r e b y i t m a y be s u r m i s e d t h a t they s o u g h t t o e s t ab l i sh the i r 
o w n r e l a t i o n s h i p t o t h e L o r d a n d h i s f ami ly d i rec t ly . I n t h a t 
e v e n t i t w a s t h i s c o n c e r n to e s t a b l i s h t h e i r l e g i t i m a c y r a t h e r 
t h a n t h e n e e d t o forge l i n k s w i t h e x i s t i n g c h u r c h e s i n G a l i l e e 
a t a l a t e r d a t e t h a t d e t e r m i n e d the i r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of t h e I s a i a n 
text . W e c a n o n l y p r e s u m e t h a t e i t h e r t h e r e w e r e n o c h u r c h e s 
t h e r e a t t h a t l a t e r s t age o r t h a t they w e r e suff ic ient ly in s ign i f i 
c a n t i n t e r m s of t h e g r e a t c h u r c h n o t t o w a r r a n t s u c h l i n k s b e i n g 
e s t a b l i s h e d . 

T h e a t t e m p t of L o h m e y e r to r e c o n s t r u c t o t h e r a spec t s of 
G a l i l e a n C h r i s t i a n i t y o n t h e bas i s of a l l e g e d E b i o n i t e p rac t i ces 
a n d bel iefs h a s b e e n l a rge ly re jected. O n e r e a s o n h a s a l r eady 
b e e n sugges t ed , n a m e l y , t h e l a te r d e v e l o p m e n t of t he E b i o n i t e s 
i n t h e T r a n s j o r d a n r e g i o n d o e s n o t m a k e t h e m t h e m o s t t rus t 
w o r t h y r e p o s i t o r y of p r e -70 J e r u s a l e m C h r i s t i a n s , even if i t 
w e r e a l l o w e d t h a t a s t r o n g G a l i l e a n i n f l u e n c e h a d e n t e r e d t h a t 
c h u r c h w i t h t h e e m e r g e n c e of J a m e s as i ts l eader . T h e idea l of 
p o v e r t y for e x a m p l e , b o t h as p r a c t i c e d by the E b i o n i t e s (Pan. 
X X X , 1 7 ) a n d t h e ea r ly C h r i s t i a n s of Acts (Ac 2:44f; 4:32-35) h a s 
n o w to be seen a g a i n s t t h e b a c k g r o u n d of t h e Q u m r a n d o c u m e n t s , 
w h e r e pove r ty , o r a t leas t a c o m m u n i t y of g o o d s , w a s a n i n t e g r a l 
p a r t of J e w i s h asce t ica l p r a c t i c e , even before J e s u s . 3 4 I t seems 
a r b i t r a r y t h e n t o s u g g e s t t h a t t h i s w a s a d i s t i n c t i v e fea ture of 
G a l i l e a n C h r i s t i a n i t y , even if t h e f o r m i t t o o k for t h e w a n d e r i n g 
p r e a c h e r s of t h e G a l i l e a n m i s s i o n (cf. Mt 10:9f) a n d t h e se t t led 
c o m m u n i t y of J e r u s a l e m differed a c c o r d i n g to life-style a n d 
c i r c u m s t a n c e . 2 5 E v e n m o r e p r o b l e m a t i c is t h e S o n of M a n expec 
t a t i o n a n d t h e a n t i - t e m p l e a t t i t u d e s a t t r i b u t e d to t h e G a l i l e a n s 
o n t h e bas i s of H e g e s i p p u s ' a c c o u n t of t h e d e a t h of J a m e s 
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(Eccles. Hist. 3 , 23), a c c o r d i n g to w h i c h J a m e s t h e J u s t , p r o 
c l a i m i n g J e s u s as t h e r e t u r n i n g S o n of M a n , refused to d ive r t t h e 
p e o p l e f rom c o m i n g t o h i m ' t h e d o o r of sa lva t ion* a n d w a s cas t 
d o w n f rom t h e t e m p l e a n d c l u b b e d t o d e a t h . S c h o e p s h a s a r g u e d 
t h a t u n d e r l y i n g th i s a c c o u n t a n d t h a t of t h e A nabathmoi Iakobou 
to be f o u n d i n t h e Ps. Clementine Recensions I, 66-71 a r e t h e 
r e m a i n s of the E b i o n i t e Acts , referred to by E p i p h a n i u s (Pan. 
X X X , 16), a c c o r d i n g to w h i c h J a m e s a l s o s p o k e a g a i n s t t h e 
t e m p l e , the sacrif ices a n d t h e a l t a r of i n c e n s e . T h e s e , i t is m a i n 
t a ined , c o n t a i n g o o d , o l d t r a d i t i o n , a c c o r d i n g to w h i c h i t w a s 
J a m e s n o t S t e p h e n , w h o led t he first a t t a c k o n t h e J e r u s a l e m c u l t . 
T h e E b i o n i t e s , for w h o m J a m e s w a s t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t f i gu re 
f rom the a p o s t o l i c a g e , w o u l d h a v e p re se rved t h i s t r a d i t i o n , ad 
m i t t e d l y u s i n g i t i n a c o n f u s e d m i x t u r e of fact a n d l e g e n d as they 
c a m e to w r i t e t he i r o w n Acts of t h e A p o s t l e s i n t h e s e c o n d 
cen tu ry , c o u n t e r a c t i n g t h e L u k a n ve r s ion w h i c h h a d b e e n c o m 
p o s e d for t h e g r e a t c h u r c h . 3 6 W e h a v e a l r e a d y seen t h a t t h e a n t i -
c u l t s t ance of t h e E b i o n i t e J e s u s h a s m o r e i n c o m m o n w i t h t h e 
p r e - C h r i s t i a n J e w i s h N a s a r a i o i , o r for t h a t m a t t e r w i t h t h e 
Q u m r a n Essenes , t h a n it h a s w i t h t h e N a z o r a i o i , w h o i n t h i s 
r e g a r d a r e m o r e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e J e r u s a l e m C h r i s t i a n s ' 
a t t i t u d e s , i n c l u d i n g J a m e s , as these a r e desc r ibed i n Acts (Ac 2:46; 
3:1; 21:20-26). I n a n ea r l i e r c h a p t e r w e h a v e seen t h e a t t a c h m e n t 
to t h e t e m p l e of t h e G a l i l e a n J e w s a n d i t w o u l d c o m e as s o m e 
s u r p r i s e to f ind s u c h a s t r o n g a n t i - t e m p l e t h r u s t a m o n g G a l i l e a n 
C h r i s t i a n s of t h i s s tock, g i v e n J e s u s ' o w n a t t i t u d e to t h e t e m p l e . 3 7 

T h i s a t t e m p t t o f ind g o o d p re -70 t r a d i t i o n s i n s e c o n d c e n t u r y 
m a t e r i a l is n o t c o n v i n c i n g , b u t even s h o u l d i t p r o v e p o s s i b l e 
to ach ieve a sa t i s fac tory s o u r c e a n a l y s i s of t h e Ps. Clementines 
i t w i l l ca l l for m u c h g rea t e r s i f t ing of e v i d e n c e before speci f ica l ly 
G a l i l e a n t r a d i t i o n s c a n be c o n f i d e n t l y i den t i f i ed b a s e d o n these 
sources a l o n e . I n d e e d E p i p h a n i u s h i m s e l f w o u l d s eem t o p r e 
c l u d e a n y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of E b i o n i t e C h r i s t i a n i t y w i t h G a l i l e e , 
for i n c h a p t e r X X X of Pan. h e h a s a l e n g t h y e x c u r s u s o n o n e 
J o s e p h of T i b e r i a s w h o , t h o u g h b e l o n g i n g to t h e i n t i m a t e c i rc le 
of the P a t r i a r c h , b e c a m e a C h r i s t i a n a n d w a s g r a n t e d p e r m i s s i o n 
by the E m p e r o r C o n s t a n t i n e to b u i l d c h u r c h e s a t T i b e r i a s , 
D iocaesa rea ( S e p p h o r i s ) , N a z a r e t h , C a p h e r n a u m a n d o t h e r 
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p lace s (XXX,4 .11 ) , w h e r e n o c h u r c h e s h a d ever been p r e v i o u s l y 
b u i l t . C h r i s t i a n i t y i n G a l i l e e is c e r t a in ly a n u n d e r g r o u n d 
m i n o r i t y in this accoun t , w h i c h E p i p h a n i u s says h e hea rd from 
J o s e p h h imse l f w h e n t h e la t t e r l ived i n S c y t h o p o l i s . 3 8 Besides, 
t h e H e b r e w M a t t h e w , a t r a n s l a t i o n of J o h n ' s g o s p e l a n d Acts 
of t h e A p o s t l e s w e r e a l s o secret ly k e p t by t h e J e w i s h C h r i s t i a n s 
of T i b e r i a s i n t he i r genizah. C e r t a i n l y for E p i p h a n i u s G a l i l e e is 
n o t t h e h o m e of E b i o n i s m n o r does h e p r e s u m e a n y con tac t s 
b e t w e e n t h e m a n d t h e C h r i s t i a n s of t h e p r o v i n c e . 

O u r s ea rch for e v i d e n c e of G a l i l e a n C h r i s t i a n i t y h a s t a k e n u s 
f rom Acts of t h e A p o s t l e s t o R a b b i n i c sou rces a n d the P a t r i s t i c 
w r i t i n g s w i t h l a rge ly n e g a t i v e r e su l t s . W e h a v e f o u n d a C h r i s t i a n 
m i n o r i t y t he re , J e w i s h C h r i s t i a n i n b a c k g r o u n d a n d o r i g i n , 
poss ibly h a v i n g con tac t w i t h the Nazora io i of the T r a n s j o r d a n 
r e g i o n , w h e r e C h r i s t i a n i t y seems to h a v e f l o u r i s h e d b o t h in i ts 
h e t e r o d o x a n d o r t h o d o x b u t c o n s e r v a t i v e fo rms . W e m u s t n o w 
t u r n to t h e g o s p e l s as a f ina l p o s s i b l e s o u r c e for G a l i l e a n 
C h r i s t i a n i t y , s ince , i t is a l l eged , they c o n t a i n G a l i l e a n t r a d i t i o n s 
of t h e p o s t - E a s t e r G a l i l e a n c h u r c h . 

II 
T H E T O P O G R A P H Y O F T H E G O S P E L S 

A N D G A L I L E A N C H R I S T I A N I T Y 

L o h m e y e r ' s a t t e m p t to r e c o n s t r u c t G a l i l e a n C h r i s t i a n i t y based 
o n w h a t h e c o n c e i v e d to be i ts a u t h e n t i c voices of a la ter p e r i o d , 
n a m e l y t h e E b i o n i t e a n d N a z o r a e a n sources , h a s n o t w o n w i d e 
a c c e p t a n c e . I n t h e l i g h t of o u r d i s c u s s i o n of these sources o n e 
c a n eas i ly r e c o g n i s e t h e w e a k n e s s of h i s m e t h o d i n a t t e m p t i n g 
to r e c o n s t r u c t ea r l i e r bel iefs f r o m la te r sources t h a t h a v e b e e n i n 
c o n t a c t w i t h a l i e n a n d o u t s i d e i n f l u e n c e s . Yet t h e q u e s t i o n h e 
p o s e d , n a m e l y , h o w far i t is p o s s i b l e to d e c i p h e r t h e c o n c e r n s of 
loca l C h r i s t i a n c h u r c h e s f r o m the t r a d i t i o n s of t he gospe l s , 
r e m a i n s very m u c h w i t h u s a n d h a s rece ived c o n s i d e r a b l e a t t e n 
t i o n t h r o u g h t h e u s e of f o r m a n d r e d a c t i o n c r i t i ca l m e t h o d s . I n 
p a r t i c u l a r t he g e o g r a p h y of t he g o s p e l s h a s b e e n e x a m i n e d for 
i ts s y m b o l i c v a l u e , a n d t h e w i d e p o p u l a r i t y of H . C o n z e l m a n n ' s 
s t u d y of L u k e , s t r e s s ing the t h e o l o g i c a l r e l evance of its g e o g 
r a p h y , m a y be t a k e n a s a n i n d i c a t i o n of t he i m p o r t a n c e of 
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t o p o g r a p h y in c o n t e m p o r a r y g o s p e l s t u d i e s . 3 9 H o w e v e r , i t d o e s 
n o t m e a n t h a t a s yet a c o n v i n c i n g m e t h o d o l o g y h a s b e e n w o r k e d 
o u t for e v a l u a t i n g t he g e o g r a p h i c a l references of t h e g o s p e l s . 
Fo r e x a m p l e , t he g e o g r a p h y of M a r k ' s g o s p e l h a s b e e n i n t e r p r e t e d 
i n very d i f ferent w a y s : as b i o g r a p h i c a l r e m i n i s c e n c e s f r o m t h e 
life of J e s u s ( H e n g e l ) ; as h a v i n g p u r e l y s y m b o l i c i n t e n t 
( L o h m e y e r , M a r x s e n ) ; o r w i t h reference to c u l t i c a n d m i s s i o n 
c o n c e r n s of the ea r ly C h u r c h (Ortsgemeinde Legitimierung, 
S c h i l l e ) . 4 0 C l ea r ly the re is n e e d to i n t e g r a t e t h e g e o g r a p h y of 
the v a r i o u s g o s p e l s w i t h t h e l a rge r c o n c e r n s of t h e E v a n g e l i s t s , 
k e e p i n g these v a r i o u s pos s ib i l i t i e s i n m i n d , a n d w e s h a l l a t t e m p t 
therefore to i n t e r p r e t t h e references t o G a l i l e e a n d G a l i l e a n 
cen t res i n t h i s w a y . H o p e f u l l y s u c h a n e x a m i n a t i o n w i l l g ive 
s o m e fu r the r h i n t s a b o u t w h a t , if a n y f o r m of C h r i s t i a n i t y w e 
m a y h o p e to f ind i n G a l i l e e a n d p o i n t t h e w a y for s o m e c o n 
c l u d i n g ref lec t ions of a b r o a d e r n a t u r e b a s e d o n t h e s t u d y of 
G a l i l e a n life w h i c h w e h a v e p r e s e n t e d . v 

(i) The Gospel of Mark 

T h e g o s p e l of M a r k is t he o b v i o u s s t a r t i n g p o i n t s ince b o t h 
L o h m e y e r a n d after h i m M a r x s e n , c o n s i d e r t h e references t o 
G a l i l e e i n th i s w o r k to h a v e a spec ia l s i g n i f i c a n c e i n r e l a t i o n 
to ear ly C h r i s t i a n i t y the re . F o r t he f o r m e r t h e M a r k a n G a l i l e e is 
a l a rge r t e r r i to ry t h a n t h a t n o r m a l l y a s soc i a t ed w i t h t h e n a m e , 
i n c l u d i n g t h e T r a n s j o r d a n a r e a a s we l l as t h e d i s t r i c t s of T y r e 
a n d S i d o n a n d Caesa rea P h i l i p p i — ' a C h r i s t i a n G a l i l e e , if o n e 
m a y so exp res s i t ' . 4 1 F r o m th i s s t a r t i n g p o i n t of t h e g e o g r a p h y 
h e goes o n to d e v e l o p the cha rac t e r i s t i c s of C h r i s t i a n G a l i l e e 
— a c o m m u n i t y a w a i t i n g t h e r e t u r n of t h e S o n of M a n , a n d 
p r a c t i s i n g a s i m i l a r asce t ic to t h a t of t h e l a te r E b i o n i t e s . M a r x s e n 
a l s o focuses o n G a l i l e e , seen as t h e p l a c e of t h e P a r o u s i a o n t h e 
bas i s of 14:28 a n d 16:7, yet h e does n o t feel free to p o s t u l a t e a 
n a t i v e C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i t y i n G a l i l e e , i d e n t i f y i n g G a l i l e a n 
C h r i s t i a n s w i t h t hose f rom J e r u s a l e m w h o m a y h a v e s o j o u r n e d 
there o n the i r w a y to P e l l a . 4 2 T h e g o s p e l is w r i t t e n by s o m e b o d y 
w i t h a spec ia l in te res t i n G a l i l e e w h o s u m m o n s C h r i s t i a n s 
to m e e t the c o m i n g C h r i s t t h e r e j u s t a s h i s e a r t h l y life w a s a l s o 
a (secret) e p i p h a n y i n G a l i l e e . M a r x s e n c l a i m s t h a t a l l t h e 
references to G a l i l e e i n t h e g o s p e l a r e r e d a c t i o n a l , s o m e t h i n g 
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t h a t o t h e r s t o o h a v e u n d e r l i n e d . 4 3 H o w e v e r , s ince four of these 
o c c u r i n c h a p t e r o n e , (vv.9.14.28.39) i t w o u l d seem t h a t for t h e 
E v a n g e l i s t G a l i l e e is c lose ly a s soc i a t ed w i t h t h e p r e a c h i n g of 
J e s u s (cf. Krjpvaaetv of vv. 14.39.45) r a t h e r t h a n w i t h h i s s econd 
c o m i n g . 4 4 I t is t h e p l a c e of t h e g o o d n e w s as first p r o c l a i m e d by 
J e s u s a n d t h i s h a s to be t a k e n i n t o a c c o u n t i n a n y i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 
of t h e c o m m a n d t o r e t u r n the re a t t he e n d of t h e g o s p e l , e spec ia l ly 
if i t is a g r e e d t h a t t h e w o r k o r i g i n a l l y e n d e d a t 16:8 w i t h o u t a n y 
a p p e a r a n c e of t h e R i s e n O n e . 4 5 T h e d i s c ip l e s a n d Pe te r , a n d 
w i t h t h e m p r e s u m a b l y t h e C h r i s t i a n r eade r s , a r e d i rec ted to 
G a l i l e e t o e n c o u n t e r t he R i s e n C h r i s t a s M e s s i a h a n d S o n of 
G o d , w h o is t h e c o n t e n t as we l l as b r i n g e r of t h e g o o d n e w s 
a c c o r d i n g to 1:1 (cf. 8:29 a n d 15:39). T h u s , i n t e re s t i n G a l i l e e 
c a n n o t be d i v o r c e d f r o m t h e c o n c e r n for t h e p r o c l a m a t i o n of 
t h e c h u r c h a n d i ts C h r i s t o l o g y i n t h e p r e s e n t , h o w e v e r m u c h 
t h a t m a y b e s h a p e d by the h o p e of t he c o m i n g S o n of M a n 
(cf. 14 :62) . 4 6 

T h i s s u g g e s t i o n c a l l i n g for t he g e o g r a p h y of the g o s p e l — 
espec i a l l y t h e references to G a l i l e e — t o be i n t e r p r e t e d i n the 
l i g h t of t h e l a r g e r c o n c e r n s of t he E v a n g e l i s t sheds l i g h t a l s o 
o n t h e o t h e r i m p o r t a n t p a s s a g e , 3:7ff, w h i c h , a l l a r e agreed , 
is a M a r k a n s u m m a r y i n i ts p r e s e n t f o r m , even if the re is a n 
u n d e r l y i n g Vorlage. I ts s t r a t eg ic l o c a t i o n w i t h i n t h e M a r k a n 
f r a m e w o r k is a l s o w i d e l y c o n c e d e d , r e p r e s e n t i n g a t r a n s i t i o n 
f r o m t h e r e j ec t i on of J e s u s by t h e J e w i s h r e l i g i o u s a n d p o l i t i c a l 
l eade r s (3:5f) t o t h e f o r m a t i o n of t h e i n n e r c i rc le of t h e T w e l v e 
w h o a r e t o b e a t t h e c e n t r e of t h e s t age s u b s e q u e n t l y (3 .13-19) . 4 7 

I n t h i s l is t of p l a c e s G a l i l e e s eems to be d i s t i n g u i s h e d f rom the 
o t h e r g e o g r a p h i c a r e a s i n t h a t i t is s a id t h a t a c r o w d f rom 
G a l i l e e ' f o l l o w e d ' , w h e r e a s t h o s e f rom t h e o t h e r r e g i o n s c a m e 
to h i m . B u t t h i s is a n a t u r a l w a y to desc r ibe t h e s i t u a t i o n s ee ing 
t h a t J e s u s w a s a c t u a l l y t h e n w o r k i n g i n G a l i l e e , a n d la ter h e is 
s a id to h a v e d o n e a t o u r f r o m T y r e t h r o u g h S i d o n to the Sea 
of G a l i l e e a n d i n t o t h e D e c a p o l i s (7:31), to t h e u n k n o w n D a l -
m a n u t h a (8:10), t o B e t h s a i d a (8:22) a n d t o t h e t e r r i to ry of Caesa rea 
P h i l i p p i (8:27). C l e a r l y M a r k d o e s n o t i n t e n d to c o n f i n e t he 
m o v e m e n t of J e s u s t o G a l i l e e , o r s u g g e s t t h a t h e c a n be en 
c o u n t e r e d a s s a v i o u r o n l y t h e r e (cf. 5:19f). Yet 3:7 does s h o w 
c lear ly , c o n t r a r y to L o h m e y e r ' s v i ew, t h a t M a r k does n o t ident i fy 
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Gal i l e e w i t h the w h o l e of n o r t h e r n P a l e s t i n e , for h e d i f fe ren t ia tes 
i t f rom iripav TOV 'lopbavov a n d wept 'Yvpov nai Hib&va . I t 
seems n a t u r a l , therefore , to re l a t e t h e e n u m e r a t i o n of p l a c e s i n 
these verses to t he scene of t h e e l e c t i o n of t h e T w e l v e w h i c h 
fo l lows i m m e d i a t e l y a n d stresses t h e a p o s t o l i c a n d m i s s i o n a r y 
n a t u r e of t he i r v o c a t i o n (d7JWTe\X€i*> a n d Krjpvaaetv v. 14). I t 
m u s t r e m a i n a m o o t p o i n t w h e t h e r M a r k w i s h e s to i n c l u d e t h e 
C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i t i e s k n o w n to h i m i n h i s o w n d a y o r s i m p l y 
w a n t e d to p a i n t a u n i v e r s a l p i c t u r e of J e w a n d G e n t i l e a s t h e 
a p p r o p r i a t e m i s s i o n field of t he c h u r c h . E v e n if t h e f o r m e r w e r e 
the case, i t w o u l d n o t necessa r i ly f o l l o w t h a t h e w a s p o i n t i n g 
to a G a l i l e a n c h u r c h , s ide by s ide w i t h o t h e r s , s o m e of w h i c h 
w e k n o w of i n d e p e n d e n t l y f r o m Acts (2:3-7; T y r e ; passim, J e r u 
sa l em) . G a l i l e e h a s a l r e a d y been iden t i f i ed by h i m as t h e p l a c e 
of t he first p r o c l a m a t i o n of t h e g o s p e l by J e s u s , a n d a t 3:7 i t 
p r o b a b l y f o r m e d p a r t of t h e Vorlage t o w h i c h t h e f ina l r e d a c t o r 
h a s a d d e d t h e o t h e r p l a c e - n a m e s . 4 8 I t c o u l d t h e n be a r g u e d t h a t 
i t is i n these p l aces , n o t G a l i l e e , t h a t C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i t i e s 
a re to be f o u n d for the E v a n g e l i s t . 

A c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t he g e o g r a p h i c a l d a t a of M a r k ' s g o s p e l 
does n o t s u g g e s t t h a t G a l i l e e w a s i m p o r t a n t to h i m b e c a u s e 
i t w a s the p l a c e of t h e e x p e c t e d P a r o u s i a o r b e c a u s e i t w a s a n 
i n f l u e n t i a l C h r i s t i a n c e n t r e i n h i s d a y . R a t h e r i t w a s s i g n i f i c a n t 
as t he p l a c e of t he first m i n i s t r y of J e s u s , w h i c h w a s a n i n t e g r a l 
p a r t of t h e g o s p e l s tory , a n d h a d to be i n c l u d e d i n a n y a u t h e n t i c 
p r o c l a m a t i o n by t he l a te r c h u r c h . Yet t h e G a l i l e a n h a p p e n i n g s 
h a d to be p r o p e r l y u n d e r s t o o d a n d t h a t e x p l a i n s w h y it is neces 
sary to r e t u r n the re to d i scover t h e i r t r u e m e a n i n g as M a r k h a s 
p r e s e n t e d it, i l l u m i n e d by the Eas t e r e x p e r i e n c e . U n l i k e m a n y 
c o n t e m p o r a r y wr i t e r s M a r k d o e s n o t s e p a r a t e t h e J e s u s of h i s t o r y 
a n d the C h r i s t of fa i th a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y h e c a n p r e s e n t t h e 
m i n i s t r y of J e s u s ' ' d o i n g g o o d ' i n G a l i l e e i n t h e l i g h t of t h e 
Eas ter fa i th i n J e s u s j u s t as the p r e s e n t life of t h e c h u r c h c a n be 
reflected i n t h e p r o b l e m s a n d di f f icu l t ies of t h e o r i g i n a l g r o u p 
of f o l l o w e r s . 4 9 I n e v i t a b l y t h e n , G a l i l e e h a d to f i gu re p r o m i n e n t l y 
i n t he M a r k a n a c c o u n t b u t w i t h o u t t he reby s u g g e s t i n g t h a t i t 
w a s t he p r i m a r y focus of t h e E v a n g e l i s t ' s c o n c e r n when he 
wrote. T h o u g h w e c a n n o t a g r e e w i t h Sch i l l e ' s h i g h l y i m a g i 
na t i ve r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of C h r i s t i a n o r i g i n s b a s e d o n n o r t h 
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G a l i l e a n ( m i s s i o n a r y ) l o w e r J o r d a n (bap t i s t ) a n d J e r i c h o 
(cu l t ic ) t r a d i t i o n s , h e is su re ly co r rec t i n e m p h a s i s i n g a g a i n s t 
B u l t m a n n t h a t p l a c e a n d p e r s o n a l n a m e s i n i n d i v i d u a l s tor ies 
s h o u l d n o t be c o n s i d e r e d l a t e a n d l e g e n d a r y . 5 0 T h e o n e s tory 
i n M a r k t h a t s eems to be r o o t e d to a de f in i t e g e o g r a p h i c a l a r ea 
i n t h i s w a y is t h a t of t h e G e r a s e n e d e m o n i a c (5:1-19) a n d the 
E v a n g e l i s t l i n k s t h i s a n d a n o t h e r c u r e to t h e D e k a p o l i s r e g i o n , 
5:20; 7 :31 . T h i s c o u l d s u g g e s t t h a t t h a t w a s the g e n e r a l a rea i n 
w h i c h t h e g o s p e l o r i g i n a t e d . R e c e n t l y , H . C l a r k Kee h a s a l so 
s u g g e s t e d t h a t r e g i o n as t h e h o m e of t h e M a r k a n c o m m u n i t y 
o n t h e bas i s of t he s o c i o - c u l t u r a l p a t t e r n s ref lected by the w o r k 
as a w h o l e . 5 1 I t is v i r t u a l l y i m p o s s i b l e to r e a c h a n y t h i n g l ike 
c e r t a i n t y o n th i s q u e s t i o n s ince o t h e r r e g i o n s c o u l d e q u a l l y 
we l l reflect s i m i l a r p a t t e r n s . F o r o u r p u r p o s e s , h o w e v e r , t he 
i m p o r t a n t i n f e rence seems to be t h a t the re is n o t h i n g i n t he 
t o p o g r a p h i c a l references of t he g o s p e l w h i c h d e m a n d s t h a t i t be 
a t t r i b u t e d to a G a l i l e a n C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i t y , a n d m u c h 
i n d i c a t i n g t h a t i t s h o u l d n o t . 

(ii) The Gospel of Matthew 

T u r n i n g n e x t to M a t t h e w ' s g o s p e l w e f ind t h a t the c o m m a n d 
to m e e t t h e R i s e n L o r d i n G a l i l e e is n o w e x p l i c i t l y l i n k e d to 
t h e m i s s i o n , for t he T w e l v e ' p r o c e e d e d to G a l i l e e to t he m o u n 
t a i n t h a t J e s u s h a d c o m m a n d e d t h e m ' (Mt 28:16; cf. v.7) the re 
to receive t he i r u n i v e r s a l m i s s i o n . T h e very m e n t i o n of the 
m o u n t a i n h e r e t e n d s to d ive r t a t t e n t i o n f r o m G a l i l e e as a geo
g r a p h i c a l p l a c e of i m p o r t a n c e for M a t t h e w a n d p o i n t s i n s t ead 
to t h e C h r i s t o p h a n y a n d c o m m i s s i o n to fo l low. O n e t h i n k s of 
M t . S i o n a s t he e s c h a t o l o g i c a l m e e t i n g p l a c e of ' a l l t he n a t i o n s ' 
a c c o r d i n g to J e w i s h t r a d i t i o n . 5 2 M a t t h e w seems c o n c e r n e d to 
s h o w t h a t t h o u g h t h e m i s s i o n of the c h u r c h to a l l t h e n a t i o n s 
o r i g i n a t e d o n a m o u n t a i n i n G a l i l e e r a t h e r t h a n i n J e r u s a l e m 
h i s c l a i m s t h a t t h i s c o m m u n i t y is t h e m e s s i a n i c a s s e m b l y a re 
s t i l l va l id . H e w a s e q u a l l y c o n c e r n e d to s h o w i n t h e in fancy 
n a r r a t i v e s h o w J e s u s ' a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e p l a c e c a m e a b o u t 
(2:22f) a n d d i d n o t t ake f r o m h i s M e s s i a h s h i p . 5 3 D o es th i s a p o l o 
ge t i c a p p r o a c h s u g g e s t t h a t G a l i l e e w a s s t i l l i m p o r t a n t , o r is 
M a t t h e w c o n c e r n e d to v i n d i c a t e t h e h i s t o r y of J e s u s a n d the 
ea r ly m i s s i o n ? 
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Elsewhere , o n e ' s a t t e n t i o n is d r a w n to t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n to 
the p u b l i c m i n i s t r y of J e s u s a t 4:12-17 a n d i ts r e l a t i o n s h i p to 
the s u b s e q u e n t p r e s e n t a t i o n of t h a t m i n i s t r y i n c h a p t e r s 5-7 
(word) a n d c h a p t e r s 8-9 (deed) . T h e n o t i c e t h a t J e s u s b e g a n h i s 
p u b l i c m i n i s t r y i n G a l i l e e after t he a r r e s t of J o h n is c o m m o n 
to M a r k a l so , t h o u g h M a t t h e w ' s u se of t h e v e r b avaxupew, ' t o 
w i t h d r a w ' , m a y w i s h to s u g g e s t t h a t i t w a s n o t p o s s i b l e for h i m 
to c o n d u c t h i s m i n i s t r y e l s e w h e r e . 5 4 M o r e o v e r , t h e r e a r e t w o 
s ign i f i can t a d d i t i o n s to M a r k . F i r s t ly , h e is s a id to h a v e left 
N a z a r e t h , w h e r e h i s p r e v i o u s p e r m a n e n t a b o d e m a y be p r e s u m e d 
to h a v e b e e n loca t ed (cf. 2:22f), a n d t o h a v e t a k e n u p r e s idence 
(K<iTQ)Kri<rev) a t C a p h e r n a u m . T h i s focus o n C a p h e r n a u m is a 
p a r t i c u l a r c o n c e r n of t h e E v a n g e l i s t , for a t 9:1 h e desc r ibes i t 
as J e s u s ' o w n c i ty . Yet before c o n c l u d i n g t h a t M a t t h e w k n o w s 
of a C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i t y t he re i n h i s d a y o n e m u s t t ake 
a c c o u n t of the w o e s u t t e r e d a g a i n s t i t as w e l l a s C o r o z a i n a n d 
B e t h s a i d a (11:20-24), i n w h i c h M a t t h e w over a g a i n s t L u k e 
(=Q) stresses t h e j u d g m e n t o n C a p h e r n a u m i n t e r m s of t h e fate 
of S o d o m . T h e r e we re some C h r i s t i a n s t h e r e i t w o u l d seem, 
for, a c c o r d i n g to a n a d m i t t e d l y l a t e J e w i s h s o u r c e (Qph R. 1:8), 
H a n a n i a h t h e n e p h e w of R . J o s u a (c. 130 C.E . ) w a s p u t u n d e r 
a spe l l by t he minim of K e p h a r N a h u m a n d so h a d to a b a n d o n 
the l a n d of Israel for B a b y l o n . 5 5 T h e s to ry a t leas t reflects a 
c r i t i c i sm of J e w i s h t eache r s w h o A h a d d e a l i n g s w i t h C h r i s t i a n s 
( a s s u m i n g t h a t they a r e t h e minim i n q u e s t i o n ) , b u t o n e n e e d 
o n l y s u r m i s e a s m a l l C h r i s t i a n g r o u p t h e r e t h a t h a d n o w b e c o m e 
c lear ly i so la t ed f r o m t h e s y n a g o g u e , for s u c h a s i t u a t i o n to 
a r i se . N o r h a s a r c h a e o l o g y b e e n a b l e t o c o n v i n c i n g l y u n c o v e r 
a n y s izable t races of ea r ly C h r i s t i a n i t y a t C a p h e r n a u m , b e y o n d 
the s u g g e s t i o n of a n ea r ly J e w i s h - C h r i s t i a n h o u s e c h u r c h . 5 6 

M o r e s i gn i f i c an t t h e n is M a t t h e w ' s s e c o n d a d d i t i o n to t h e 
M a r k a n source , the text f rom Is 8:23f, i n t r o d u c e d by t h e s t a n d a r d 
M a t t h e a n f o r m u l a for i n t r o d u c i n g h i s f u l f i l m e n t tex ts . W e h a v e 
a l r eady n o t e d t he N a z o r a i o i ' s i n d e p e n d e n t u s e of t h i s text , 
r e l a ted p r e s u m a b l y to t he i r o w n s i t u a t i o n , a n d M a t t h e w h a s 
a l s o m a d e c e r t a i n a d j u s t m e n t s to t h e L X X a n d M . T . tex ts . 
T h u s the re is a shif t i n tense f r o m f u t u r e t o p a s t t o i n d i c a t e 
t h a t t he even t of s a l v a t i o n h a d a l r e a d y t a k e n p l a c e . F u r t h e r m o r e 
the p h r a s e 6 Xaos 6 iroptvop.tvos h a s b e c o m e 6 Xaos 6 nadiiixtvos, 
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p o i n t i n g o u t t h a t J e s u s w a s t h e l i g h t for t h o s e a c t u a l l y i n h a b i t i n g 
t h o s e p a r t s , n o t t h o s e ex i l ed f r o m i t a s i n t h e M . T . t e x t . 5 7 C lea r ly 
for M a t t h e w G a l i l e e w a s t h e i n i t i a l p l a c e of t h e g o s p e l , because 
i t w a s t h e p l a c e w h e r e t h e p r o c l a m a t i o n of J e s u s first t o o k p l ace . 
Ye t h i s c i t a t i o n a n d a d a p t a t i o n of t he tex t of I s a i a h sugges t s a 
v i n d i c a t i o n of h i s c l a i m s a g a i n s t J e w i s h o b j e c t i o n s , r a t h e r 
t h a n a des i re t o e x t o l G a l i l e e a s a sac red p l a c e . 5 8 

D o e s t h i s m e a n t h a t G a l i l e a n C h r i s t i a n i t y h a d l i t t l e s igni f i 
c a n c e for h i m i n h i s o w n day? Before de f in i t e ly d r a w i n g th i s 
c o n c l u s i o n i t is necessa ry to c o n s i d e r M a t t h e w ' s h a n d l i n g of 
t he o the r g e o g r a p h i c a l da ta . A t 4:23-25 h e has c o m p o s e d a s u m m a r y 
t h a t is c l ea r ly i n t e n d e d a s a n i n t r o d u c t i o n to t h e s e r m o n a n d 
m i r a c l e ac t iv i t i e s of J e s u s t o be r e c a p i t u l a t e d by w a y of i n c l u s i o n 
a t 9:35-7. A d e t a i l e d e x a m i n a t i o n of t h e first of these s u m m a r i e s 
s h o w s t h a t w e a r e d e a l i n g w i t h a c o m p i l a t i o n based o n t rad i 
t i o n a l m a t e r i a l d r a w n f r o m several p l a c e s i n M a r k c o m b i n e d 
w i t h M a t t h e a n e d i t o r i a l w r i t i n g . 5 9 W h i l e G a l i l e e is s t i l l r e t a i n e d 
a s t h e focal p o i n t of J e s u s ' m i n i s t r y a n d f o l l o w i n g (vv. 23-25 
b a s e d o n Mk 1:15.28.39), a n e w e l e m e n t o c c u r s a t 4 :24—his 
f a m e s p r e a d t h r o u g h o u t a l l Syr ia (Mk 1:28 h a s ' t h r o u g h o u t 
a l l t h e s u r r o u n d i n g r e g i o n of G a l i l e e ' ) . I n t h e c o n c l u d i n g l ist 
of p l a c e s (v.25), b a s e d o n Mk 3:71, I d u m a e a a n d T y r e a n d S i d o n 
a r e m i s s i n g , b u t a l l a r e n o w sa id to f o l l o w h i m — f r o m G a l i l e e , 
t h e D e k a p o l i s , J e r u s a l e m a n d J u d a e a a n d f r o m b e y o n d the 
J o r d a n . A t first s i g h t i t s eems s t r a n g e t h a t M a t t h e w d r o p s a l l 
g e o g r a p h i c references i n t h e s e c o n d s u m m a r y a t 9:35-7 espec ia l ly 
i n v i ew of t h e fact t h a t i t s eems to h a v e b e e n c o n s c i o u s l y c o n 
s t r u c t e d o n t h e m o d e l of 4:23-5. W e s h a l l r e t u r n to t h i s p o i n t 
present ly , b u t i t is necessary first of a l l to eva lua te the geograph ica l 
d a t a of t h e ea r l i e r s u m m a r y . T h e m e n t i o n of Syr ia seems to be 
p a r t i c u l a r l y s i g n i f i c a n t , h o w e v e r d i f f icu l t i t is t o dec ide w h i c h 
p rec i se t e r r i t o ry is m e a n t by t h i s t e r m . I ts s i gn i f i cance is even 
f u r t h e r e n h a n c e d if, a s is w i d e l y a s s u m e d M a t t h e w ' s g o s p e l 
t o o k i ts f ina l f o r m i n t h e p o s t - J a m n i a p e r i o d , for r a b b i n i c 
e v i d e n c e f r o m t h i s p e r i o d s h o w s a g e n u i n e c o n c e r n to e q u i p a r a t e 
Syr ia a n d t h e l a n d of I s rae l , a n d , as is we l l k n o w n , M a t t h e w 
reflects a s i t u a t i o n w h e r e c h u r c h a n d s y n a g o g u e a r e i n the 
p r o c e s s of s e p a r a t i n g a n d e n g a g e d i n b i t t e r a n t a g o n i s m w i t h 
e a c h o t h e r . 6 0 T h e f a i l u r e t o m e n t i o n T y r e a n d S i d o n a t v.25 
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m a y be d u e to t he fact t h a t they a r e i n c l u d e d i n ' a l l Sy r i a ' for 
a t least they a r e r e t a i n e d e l s e w h e r e (15:21), w h e r e a s t h i s is t h e 
o n l y m e n t i o n of t h e D e k a p o l i s , b a s e d p r e s u m a b l y o n t h e M a r k a n 
source , b u t o m i t t e d e l s e w h e r e a t t h e p a r a l l e l s t o Mk 5:20; 7 :31 , 
t h a t is, Mt 8:34; 15:29. P r e s u m a b l y t h e r e a s o n for p a s s i n g over 
th i s a rea i n these la te r s tor ies is h i s l ack of c o n c e r n w i t h t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t of t h e m i s s i o n i n t h a t r e g i o n , a n d h i s des i re to 
c o n f i n e the a c t u a l p o r t r a y a l of J e s u s to t he l a n d of I s rae l i n so fa r 
as th i s w a s feasible , g i v e n t h e m a t e r i a l h e h a d to w o r k w i t h . 6 1 

W e m a y n o w a d d r e s s t h e q u e s t i o n p r e v i o u s l y p o s e d , n a m e l y 
the a b s e n c e of a n y g e o g r a p h i c references i n t h e s u m m a r y of 
9:35-7 w h i c h c o r r e s p o n d s to 4:23-5. I n p a r t i c u l a r 9:35 fo l lows 
4:23 v e r b a t i m excep t t h a t kv okn rf? TaXtXaia of t h e l a t t e r verse 
is r ep laced by rds wdXets wdaas KCLI TCLS /cco/xas i n t h e fo rmer ; 
o t h e r w i s e they a r e i d e n t i c a l . S u r p r i s i n g as t h i s o m i s s i o n seems , 
i t is pos s ib l e to e x p l a i n i t i n t h e l i g h t of t h e s u c c e e d i n g c h a p t e r 10, 
the m i s s i o n a r y d i s c o u r s e , w h i c h a l l r e c o g n i s e t o be a M a t t h e a n 
c o n f l a t i o n , a t o n c e s t r e s s ing t h e p a r t i c u l a r i t y of t h e m i s s i o n to 
Israel for a p o l o g e t i c p u r p o s e s (10:5b-6.23) a n d yet r e f l ec t ing 
its a c t u a l e x t e n s i o n to n o n - J e w i s h a r eas a l s o (cf. g o v e r n o r s a n d 
k i n g s , v.18). G a l i l e e as the p l a c e of J e s u s ' m i n i s t r y , w h i c h 
h a d to be v i n d i c a t e d by a n a p p e a l to S c r i p t u r e , h a s receded 
s o m e w h a t f rom t h e E v a n g e l i s t ' s p e r s p e c t i v e a n d i n s t e a d t h e 
i o s t s h e e p of t h e h o u s e of I s r ae l ' o r ' a l l t h e c i t ies of I s r ae l ' a r e 
t h e o l o g i c a l e x p r e s s i o n s for a l l t h e J e w i s h t e r r i t o ry w h e r e t h e 
m i s s i o n of J e s u s a n d s u b s e q u e n t l y t h a t of t h e c h u r c h w a s 
c o n d u c t e d . 6 3 T h e re j ec t ion of t h i s m i s s i o n by Is rae l is c o n s c i o u s l y 
l i n k e d to t h e j u d g m e n t of G o d o n J e r u s a l e m w h o s e d e s t r u c t i o n 
is seen a s t h e p u n i s h m e n t of a n u n f a i t h f u l p e o p l e a n d i ts c i ty 
(23:29-39) . 6 4 

S u m m i n g u p M a t t h e w ' s g e o g r a p h i c a l d a t a i n r e l a t i o n to 
G a l i l e e w e c a n say t h a t h e r ecogn i se s t h a t i t w a s t h e p l a c e of 
J e s u s ' m i n i s t r y , a t leas t i n i t i a l l y , a n d t h i s h a s to b e j u s t i f i ed i n 
t e rms of S c r i p t u r e . H o w e v e r , w e h a v e n o t f o u n d a n y fu r the r 
ev idence of a p a r t i c u l a r i n t e re s t i n G a l i l e e i n t h i s g o s p e l . I n d e e d 
i t c o u l d be a r g u e d t h a t for M a t t h e w P a l e s t i n i a n 1 c o n c e r n s a r e 
a m a t t e r of t he p a s t w h i c h for t h e m o s t p a r t p r o v e d unsucces s fu l 
a n d t h u s t he g o s p e l is add re s sed to ' a l l t h e n a t i o n s ' , a n e x p r e s s i o n 
w h i c h does n o t pos i t i ve ly e x c l u d e t h e J e w s , b u t h a s i ts s i g h t s 
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c o n s c i o u s l y set t o w a r d s a u n i v e r s a l m i s s i o n . 6 5 T h e w a r n i n g s 
a n d a d v i c e for i n t e n d i n g m i s s i o n a r i e s i n c h a p t e r 10, espec ia l ly 
vv. 10-23 h a s b e e n u n d e r s t o o d to reflect t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y 
s i t u a t i o n a t t h e t i m e of t he wr i t e r , b u t even these fit as easi ly 
i n t o a h e l l e n i s t i c b a c k g r o u n d as a P a l e s t i n i a n o n e , desp i t e 
t he a p p a r e n t r e s t r i c t i o n of t h e m i s s i o n to I s rae l . I t is n o t sur
p r i s i n g t h e n t h a t m a n y s c h o l a r s h a v e s u g g e s t e d Syr ia r a t h e r 
t h a n P a l e s t i n e as t he p l a c e of c o m p o s i t i o n of t h i s g o s p e l , d e s p i t e 
i ts J e w i s h n e s s . T h i s w o u l d e x p l a i n t he m e n t i o n of Syr ia a t 4:24, 
t h e s i n g l e p i ece of g e o g r a p h i c i n f o r m a t i o n n o t f o u n d i n 
M a t t h e w ' s sou rce s . I t w o u l d a l s o h e l p to e x p l a i n t h e p o l e m i c a l 
t o n e of t h e g o s p e l i n r e l a t i o n to t he s y n a g o g u e w h e n w e r e m e m 
ber t h a t t h e pos t -70 r a b b i s w i s h e d to e q u i p a r a t e Syr ia w i t h the 
Eretz I s rae l . Of c o u r s e Syr ia is s t i l l a very b r o a d a rea a n d it seems 
d i f f icu l t to p i n it d o w n m o r e a c c u r a t e l y . 6 6 P e r h a p s t h e p o p u l a r i t y 
of t h e g o s p e l of M a t t h e w w i t h t h e N a z o r a i o i a n d the E b i o n i t e s 
c a n be t a k e n as a p o i n t e r t h a t i t w a s i n s o u t h e r n Syr ia t h a t t he 
g o s p e l w a s w r i t t e n a n d c o n t i n u e d to c i r c u l a t e . At a l l even ts it 
s eems w e c a n e x c l u d e G a l i l e e e i t h e r as i ts p l a c e of c o m p o s i t i o n 
o r as t h e a r e a of m o s t c u r r e n t c o n c e r n to t h e E v a n g e l i s t w h e n 
h e w r o t e . 

(iii) The Gospel of Luke 

M e n t i o n h a s a l r e a d y b e e n m a d e of C o n z e l m a n n ' s thes is 
w h i c h h i g h l i g h t s t he g e o g r a p h y of L u k e i n r e l a t i o n to h i s 
t h e o l o g y of J e s u s ' m i n i s t r y . I n p a r t i c u l a r G a l i l e e is s u p p o s e d to 
c o r r e s p o n d to t h e Sa tan- f ree p e r i o d of t h e m i n i s t r y w h e n the 
official w i tnes se s w e r e g a t h e r e d for t h e j o u r n e y to J e r u s a l e m . As 
a d i s t i n c t r e g i o n i n P a l e s t i n e G a l i l e e h a s n o i m p o r t a n c e for 
L u k e a n d t h i s e x p l a i n s w h y the g e o g r a p h y is r a t h e r hazy, r ep re 
s e n t i n g , i n C o n z e l m a n n ' s v iew, a p i c t u r e of t h e c o u n t r y ' f rom 
a b r o a d ' w h e r e G a l i l e e a n d J u d a e a a r e a d j a c e n t a n d S a m a r i a 
is t h o u g h t to b o r d e r b o t h of t h e m . 6 7 A n u m b e r of o b j e c t i o n s 
h a v e b e e n m a d e to t h i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g of L u k e . F o r o n e t h i n g 
t h e Sa tan- f ree p e r i o d h a s b e e n c h a l l e n g e d by a n u m b e r of cr i t ics 
as p u t t i n g t o o m u c h e m p h a s i s o n t h e a x p t xatpoO of Lk 4:13 
i n t h e l i g h t of o t h e r d a t a c o n c e r n i n g S a t a n d u r i n g t h e m i n i s t r y . 6 8 

M o r e s i g n i f i c a n t for o u r p r e s e n t p u r p o s e s is t he c o n c e p t i o n of 
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L u k e ' s g e o g r a p h y as b e i n g h i g h l y s y m b o l i c , t h o u g h hazy 
f rom a t o p o g r a p h i c a l p o i n t of v i ew . D a v i e s ' p o i n t is we l l t a k e n , 
t h a t if L u k e h a d s u c h a v a g u e c o n c e p t i o n of G a l i l e e a n d J u d a e a 
as d i s t i nc t r e g i o n s t o p o g r a p h i c a l l y , i t is h i g h l y u n l i k e l y t h a t h e 
w o u l d h a v e g i v e n to e a c h s u c h a c h a r g e d s y m b o l i c s i g n i f i c a n c e . 6 9 

F u r t h e r m o r e , C o n z e l m a n n ' s h a n d l i n g of s u c h p a s s a g e s as 9:51-6 
( re jec t ion by S a m a r i t a n v i l l ages ) a n d 13:31-3 ( r e s p o n s e of J e s u s 
to t he t h r ea t of H e r o d i n G a l i l e e ) , w h i c h a r e e s sen t i a l t o h i s 
overa l l thes is of a j o u r n e y is n o t w h o l l y c o n v i n c i n g a n d so w e 
m u s t a t t e m p t to reassess L u k e ' s g e o g r a p h i c a l d a t a w i t h spec ia l 
reference to G a l i l e e . 7 0 

By c o n t r a s t w i t h M a t t h e w , L u k e c a n t ake for g r a n t e d t h e fact 
t h a t G a l i l e e is J e s u s ' h o m e l a n d (Lk 1:26; 2:4.39) a n d h e d o e s 
n o t h a v e to g ive a n y s c r i p t u r a l o r o t h e r r a t i o n a l e for i t . 7 1 L i k e 
wise t he i n i t i a l p h a s e of t h e p u b l i c m i n i s t r y is l o c a t e d i n G a l i l e e 
f o l l o w i n g M a r k (Lk 4:14), a n d even t h o u g h re jec ted a t N a z a r e t h 
h e c a n st i l l c o n t i n u e to m i n i s t e r i n t h a t r e g i o n t r a n s f e r r i n g 
i n s t ead to C a p h e r n a u m , 'a c i ty of G a l i l e e ' — a spec i f i ca t i on t h a t 
is a n a d d i t i o n to t he s o u r c e (Lk 4:31 = Mk 1:21). A g a i n a t 5:17 
w e h e a r t h a t P h a r i s e e s a n d t eache r s of t h e l a w h a d c o m e f r o m 
Ga l i l e e a n d J u d a e a a n d J e r u s a l e m to h e a r J e s u s . C o n z e l m a n n 
sees th i s g e o g r a p h i c c o m b i n a t i o n as a f ixed p a t t e r n i n L u k e 
for J e s u s ' m i n i s t r y , w h i l e a t t he s a m e t i m e a r g u i n g t h a t ' J u d a e a ' 
is t h e cor rec t r e a d i n g for t h e p l a c e of J e s u s ' ac t iv i ty a t 4:44, 
b a s i n g h imse l f o n 7:17 a n d 23:5 , w h e r e ' J u d a e a ' s eems to s t a n d 
for the w h o l e a r ea of J e s u s ' ac t iv i ty a n d s p h e r e of i n f l u e n c e . 7 2 

I t is o n t h e bas i s of these references t h a t h e c l a i m s t h a t w h i l e 
G a l i l e e a n d J u d a e a a r e c lea r ly d i s t i n g u i s h e d as r e g i o n s , o n l y 
the la t te r h a s a n y s ign i f i cance of i ts o w n for L u k e — b e c a u s e 
of J e r u s a l e m . H o w e v e r , i t s eems t h a t a less forced u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
of L u k e ' s g e o g r a p h y is p o s s i b l e o n t h e a s s u m p t i o n t h a t J u d a e a 
s t a n d s for t h e w h o l e of J e w i s h t e r r i to ry . E v e n if G a l i l e e h a d i ts 
o w n te t ra rch a t t h e t i m e of J e s u s ' m i n i s t r y (cf. 3:1), by t h e t i m e 
of L u k e ' s w r i t i n g t h e w h o l e J e w i s h t e r r i to ry c o n s i s t e d of t h e 
p r o v i n c e of J u d a e a , a n d t h i s is t h e m e a n i n g t h a t w o u l d be 
i n t e l l i g i b l e t o L u k e ' s n o n - J e w i s h r eade r s . G a l i l e e is s t i l l r e m e m 
bered as h a v i n g b e e n a s e p a r a t e r e g i o n a t t h e t i m e of J e s u s , b u t 
is n o w p a r t of a l a rge r w h o l e . T h u s L u k e c a n eas i ly s l i p f r o m 
J u d a e a s i m p l y to G a l i l e e a n d J u d a e a , (4:44 c o n t r a s t e d w i t h 
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5:17) b u t t h i s s h o u l d n o t be i n t e r p r e t e d as a l ack of in te res t i n 
t h e f o r m e r a r ea a s a r e g i o n of i ts o w n a t leas t i n r e l a t i o n to the 
t i m e of J e s u s . C o n z e l m a n n h i m s e l f is p r e p a r e d to accep t t h a t 
e x p l i c i t m e n t i o n of G a l i l e e a s p a r t of J u d a e a a t 23:5 is to p r e p a r e 
for t h e t r i a l before H e r o d to fo l low, b u t w r o n g l y , i n m y view, 
desc r ibes t h i s as a p r e - L u k a n f o r m u l a . 7 3 A g a i n w e h e a r of the 
w o m e n w h o h a d c o m e u p w i t h h i m f rom G a l i l e e (23:49.55), 
a n d t h e T w e l v e a r e twice desc r ibed as TaXtXatot a t Ac 1:11; 2:7 
j u s t as J e s u s t o o is a TaXtXaios (22:59; 23:6). 

I t s eems u n w a r r a n t e d t h e n to s u g g e s t t h a t L u k e h a s n o in te res t 
i n G a l i l e e , ' a p a r t f rom t h e G a l i l e a n s ' . A d m i t t e d l y the re a re n o 
a p p e a r a n c e s i n G a l i l e e a n d M a r k ' s c o m m a n d to t h e d i sc ip les to 
r e t u r n t h e r e is c h a n g e d i n t o a r e c o l l e c t i o n of w h a t J e s u s h a d 
t o l d t h e m w h i l e h e w a s s t i l l i n G a l i l e e (24 :6 ) . 7 4 H o w e v e r , t h e 
r e a s o n for t h i s c o n c e n t r a t i o n o n J e r u s a l e m h a s b e e n r e c o g n i s e d 
by a l l c o m m e n t a t o r s as b e i n g r e l a t e d to t h e L u k a n s c h e m e of 
h i s t o r y a n d t h e c o n c e r n to p o r t r a y t h e m i s s i o n i n a u g u r a t e d f rom 
the re . C o n s e q u e n t l y t h i s c a n n o t be i n t e r p r e t e d as a re jec t ion of 
G a l i l e e o r i ts p l a c e i n t h e C h r i s t i a n s tory of b e g i n n i n g s as t o ld 
by L u k e . A t t h e t i m e of w r i t i n g t h e s e c o n d v o l u m e h i s c o n c e r n 
is t o s h o w t h a t t h e g o s p e l w a s n o t t ied to P a l e s t i n e b u t w a s t ru ly 
u n i v e r s a l i n i ts s cope , a n d so i t c a n be fair ly s u r m i s e d t h a t G a l i l e e 
is p a s s e d over as re la t ive ly u n i m p o r t a n t t o h i s p r e s e n t c o n 
ce rns . F o r t h a t very r e a s o n t h e a l m o s t c a s u a l m e n t i o n of t h e 
r e g i o n a t Ac 9:31 m i g h t b e c o n s i d e r e d a l l t h e m o r e s ign i f i can t 
i n t e r m s of p o s s i b l e C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i t i e s the re , h o w e v e r l i t t le 
i t su i t s L u k e ' s ove ra l l p u r p o s e to desc r ibe t he i r o r i g i n a n d 
n a t u r e . H o w e v e r , w h e n o n e w e i g h s a l l t h e ev idence for L u k e ' s 
t r e a t m e n t of G a l i l e e i t is d i f f icu l t t o a v o i d t h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t 
i t is i m p o r t a n t t o h i m as t h e h i s t o r i c a l s t a r t i n g p o i n t of J e s u s ' 
m i n i s t r y . As is we l l k n o w n , L u k e is a n x i o u s to t ie t h e w i t n e s s of 
t h e c h u r c h to t h a t of J e s u s , a n d o n e of t h e w a y s h e ach ieves th i s 
is by s t r e s s i n g t h e i m p o r t a n c e of t h e T w e l v e as wi tnesses of 
J e s u s ' life ' f r o m t h e b e g i n n i n g ' , to t h e v i r t u a l e x c l u s i o n of P a u l 
f r o m t h e r o l e of a n a p o s t l e . 7 5 I t is h i g h l y s i g n i f i c a n t t h e n t h a t 
t h e i r G a l i l e a n o r i g i n s a r e tw ice a l l u d e d to (Ac 1:11; 2:7), as is 
t h a t of t h e w o m e n w h o i n h i s a c c o u n t a r e t h e first t o s p r e a d the 
w o r d of t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n . F a r f r o m s h o w i n g n o in t e res t i n G a l i l e e 
as a r e g i o n t h i s s eems to be a very c o n s c i o u s h i g h l i g h t i n g of it, 
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n o m a t t e r h o w m u c h i ts s i g n i f i c a n c e l ies i n i ts a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h 
t he b e g i n n i n g s of L u k e ' s s tory , a n d so is c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e 
p a s t r a t h e r t h a n t h e p r e s e n t . I n s t r e s s ing t h e h i s t o r i c a l r a t h e r 
t h a n the s y m b o l i c s i gn i f i c ance of G a l i l e e w e a r e n o t of c o u r s e 
necessar i ly s u g g e s t i n g t h a t e v e r y t h i n g r e p o r t e d by L u k e i n 
G a l i l e e a c t u a l l y h a p p e n e d the re . I t is t h e fact of G a l i l e e r a t h e r 
t h a n the details t h a t is i m p o r t a n t for h i m , a n d so as i n t he case 
of t h e o t h e r S y n o p t i s t s , w e m u s t leave as a n o p e n q u e s t i o n t h e 
rea l i ty of a specif ic G a l i l e a n C h r i s t i a n i t y i n L u k e ' s d a y . Al l w e 
c a n say is t h a t if s u c h a c t u a l l y ex i s t ed it w a s of less c o n c e r n to 
L u k e t h a n w a s t h e fact t h a t G a l i l e e w a s e n s h r i n e d i n C h r i s t i a n 
t r a d i t i o n as t he s t a r t i n g p l a c e of J e s u s ' m i n i s t r y . 

(iv) The Fourth Gospel 

A recen t t r e n d i n t h e s t u d y of t h e F o u r t h G o s p e l h a s b e e n 
c o n c e r n e d w i t h u n c o v e r i n g t h e v a r i o u s s tages i n t h e life of t h e 
c o m m u n i t y f rom w h i c h t h i s w o r k e m e r g e d . 7 6 T h i s g o s p e l is 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n v i t i n g for s u c h a n a p p r o a c h s ince it h a s l o n g 
been r e c o g n i s e d t h a t i t reflects a q u i t e d i s t i n c t i v e a n d o r i g i n a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t w i t h i n p r i m i t i v e C h r i s t i a n i t y to be a t t r i b u t e d 
n o t j u s t t o o n e i n d i v i d u a l a u t h o r , b u t t o a c i rc le o r g r o u p , 
s o m e t i m e s m o r e prec i se ly de sc r ibed as a s c h o o l . 7 7 M o r e o v e r , 
because of t h e h i g h l y d i s t i nc t i ve t h e o l o g i c a l r e - i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 
of J e s u s ' m i n i s t r y i t is c o n s i d e r e d p o s s i b l e to de tec t c o m m u n i t y 
in te res t s a n d c o n c e r n s w i t h i n t h e w o r k , i n a w a y t h a t Redak-
tionsgeschichte h a s b e e n successful ly a p p l i e d to t h e s t u d y of 
t he o t h e r g o s p e l s . T h e d e b a t e a b o u t t h e c u l t u r a l a n d r e l i g i o u s 
m a t r i x of th i s c h u r c h h a s a l s o b e e n m u c h d i scussed , f l u c t u a t i n g 
f rom h e l l e n i s t i c t o J e w i s h , w i t h severa l i n t e r m e d i a r y p o s i t i o n s . 
M o r e recen t ly t h e v i ew seems to be p r e v a i l i n g t h a t J o h a n n i n e 
C h r i s t i a n i t y h a d i ts o r i g i n s c lose to P a l e s t i n i a n J u d a i s m , a n d 
n a t u r a l l y t h i s h a s t h r o w n t h e g e o g r a p h y of t h e g o s p e l i n t o m u c h 
g rea te r p r o m i n e n c e . 7 8 

Since o u r c o n c e r n is t o u n c o v e r e v i d e n c e t h a t p o i n t s t o a 
G a l i l e a n C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i t y w e s h a l l o n c e a g a i n c o n f i n e 
ourse lves to t he w a y i n w h i c h g e o g r a p h i c a l d a t a a r e h a n d l e d , 
c o n s c i o u s t h a t e a c h reference h a s t o be e x a m i n e d i n t he l i g h t 
of v a r i o u s layers w i t h i n t h e w o r k . I n t h i s r e g a r d S a m a r i a is a 
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p a r t i c u l a r l y o u t s t a n d i n g e x a m p l e b e c a u s e of t h e pos i t i ve 
r e s p o n s e to J e s u s o n the p a r t of t h e S a m a r i t a n s i n c h a p t e r 4, 
a s ec t ion t h a t s eems to h a v e b e e n in se r t ed i n t o a p r e v i o u s l y 
e x i s t i n g f r a m e w o r k of a j o u r n e y f rom J u d a e a to G a l i l e e (4:1-3.43). 
A n u m b e r of s c h o l a r s h a v e a r g u e d for de f in i t e t races of S a m a r i t a n 
i n f l u e n c e s i n J o h n ' s g o s p e l as a w h o l e , r a n g i n g f rom l a n g u a g e 
to t h e o l o g y . I n p a r t i c u l a r t h e s t u d y of W . Meeks h a s s h o w n t h a t 
the n o t i o n of the p r o p h e t - k i n g — c e n t r a l to J o h a n n i n e Chr i s to logy 
— m a y h a v e b e e n w o r k e d o u t i n i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h S a m a r i t a n 
J e w i s h c i rc les t h a t t h o u g h t of Moses i n these c a t e g o r i e s . 7 9 M o r e 
r ecen t ly a n o t h e r i n f l u e n t i a l s t u d e n t of J o h n , R . E . B r o w n , h a s 
a l s o a d v o c a t e d s i m i l a r i n f l u e n c e s i n t h e ear ly s tages of t h e 
J o h a n n i n e c o m m u n i t y i n t e r m s of a l a r g e i n f l u x of S a m a r i t a n 
C h r i s t i a n s i n t o t h e o r i g i n a l g r o u p t h a t h a d o r i g i n a t e d in 
B a p t i s t c i rc les . T h e s e n e w a r r i va l s ac t ed as a ca ta lys t i n a l i en 
a t i n g t h e o r i g i n a l g r o u p f rom o r t h o d o x J u d a i s m a n d i n d e v e l o p 
i n g a ' h i g h ' C h r i s t o l o g y t h a t s t ressed t h e s t r a n g e n e s s of J e s u s 
as t h e o n e ' f rom a b o v e ' a n d h i s c o m m u n i t y t h a t ' is n o t of th i s 
w o r l d ' . B r o w n a l s o p o s t u l a t e s a G e n t i l e e l e m e n t i n t h i s c i rc le , 
p o i n t i n g to s u c h p a s s a g e s i n t h e g o s p e l as 7:35 a n d 12 :20-23 . 8 0 

S i n c e C h r i s t i a n i t y i n S a m a r i a o r i g i n a t e d w i t h t h e he l l en i s t s 
w h o h a d b e e n e x p e l l e d f rom J e r u s a l e m f o l l o w i n g the d e a t h of 
S t e p h e n (Ac 8:4-25) i t is n a t u r a l to c o n n e c t these w i t h t h e g e n t i l e 
i n f l u e n c e s i n t h e J o h a n n i n e c h u r c h , s o m e t h i n g t h a t seems to 
be r e in fo r ced by t h e a n t i - t e m p l e p o l e m i c of S t e p h e n a n d t h e 
n e w u n d e r s t a n d i n g of w o r s h i p t h a t t h e S a m a r i t a n C h r i s t i a n s 
h a v e a c q u i r e d (Jn 4:21 ) . 8 1 A su re i n d i c a t i o n t h a t these S a m a r i t a n 
C h r i s t i a n s a r e ful ly i n t e g r a t e d i n t o t h e J o h a n n i n e c i rc le c o m e s 
a t Jn 8:48, w h e r e t h e i r o n i c t a u n t ( u s u a l l y i n d i c a t i n g t h e t r u t h 
of t h e a s s e r t i o n a t a n o t h e r level for J o h n ) is t h r o w n a t J e s u s : 
'Are w e n o t r i g h t after a l l i n s a y i n g t h a t y o u a re a S a m a r i t a n , 
a n d possessed bes ides? ' S i g n i f i c a n t l y , t h e la t t e r a c c u s a t i o n is 
d e n i e d by J e s u s , b u t n o t t h e fo rmer , s ince t h e e p i t h e t S a m a r i t a n 
c a n be ' pos i t i ve ly a p p r o p r i a t e d ' n o t m e r e l y by the c o m m u n i t y 
b u t by i ts C h r i s t - f i g u r e . 8 2 

Is i t p o s s i b l e t o v iew G a l i l e e a n d t h e G a l i l e a n s i n a s i m i l a r 
l i gh t ? T h e o p e n i n g reference to o u r t e r r i to ry o c c u r s a t 1:43 
w h e r e i t is sa id t h a t J e s u s t r ans fe r red to G a l i l e e , t he re to f ind 
o t h e r d i s c ip l e s after t h e o r i g i n a l t w o h a d j o i n e d h i m f rom 
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J o h n ' s c i rc le w h i l e i n t h e s o u t h . T h e c o m m e n t a t o r s h a v e r ecog
n i s ed the syn tac t i ca l a w k w a r d n e s s of t h i s verse, a n d t h e m o s t 
log ica l e x p l a n a t i o n is t h a t a l a te r r e d a c t o r h a s i n t r o d u c e d i t 
i n t o a n ear l i e r Vorlage, to stress t h e ac t ive r o l e of J e s u s i n c a l l i n g 
the first d i sc ip le s , b u t a l s o i n o u r v i ew, t o m a k e a p o s i t i v e assoc i 
a t i o n w i t h G a l i l e e f rom t h e very s t a r t . 8 3 T h i s m a k e s t h e first 
d i sc ip les G a l i l e a n s , a n d o n e of t h e m N a t h a n a e l ( s ign i f i can t ly 
f rom C a n a , cf. 21:3) is de sc r ibed as ' a n I s rae l i t e i n w h o m the re 
is n o g u i l e ' w h e n h e professes J e s u s as ' t h e S o n of G o d , t h e K i n g 
of I s rae l ' , a n d is p r o m i s e d s t i l l g r ea t e r t h i n g s , w h i c h w i l l l i n k 
h e a v e n w i t h e a r t h i n a n e w w a y . T h e f u l f i l m e n t of t h i s p r o m i s e 
takes p l a c e a t C a n a w h i c h is c h o s e n as t h e p l a c e of J e s u s ' first 
m a n i f e s t a t i o n of h i s g lo ry , l e a d i n g t o t h e fa i th of h i s d i s c ip l e s . 
I t is desc r ibed as Kd*>a rrjs TaXtXatas i n a l l , f o u r t i m e s : 2 :1 .11; 
4:46; 21:2—a c o n c e n t r a t i o n t h a t c a n scarcely h a v e b e e n for 
p u r e l y g e o g r a p h i c r e a s o n s . I n p a r t i c u l a r t h e t w o C a n a m i r a c l e s 
a r e d r a w n c losely t o g e t h e r by t he c o n s c i o u s r e c a l l i n g of t h e 
first i n t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n to t h e s e c o n d a t 4:46, w h i c h is s u b 
s e q u e n t l y desc r ibed as a s e c o n d s i g n (bevrepov arj/ielov) w h i c h 
J e s u s h a d p e r f o r m e d o n c o m i n g f rom J u d a e a to G a l i l e e . C l e a r l y 
in the m i n d of t he a u t h o r b o t h e p i s o d e s a r e t o be e q u i p a r a t e d 
as h i g h l y s i g n i f i c a n t f a i t h - e v e n t s , 8 4 even if, as w e s h a l l see, t h e r e 
is n e e d for a w a r n i n g i n t h e s e c o n d i n s t a n c e . T h e r o y a l official 
is c a p a b l e of s h a r i n g i n t h e fa i th e x p e r i e n c e of t h e d i s c ip l e s , 
for l ike t he S a m a r i t a n s of t h e p r e v i o u s e p i s o d e b u t u n l i k e t h e 
J e r u s a l e m J e w s of t h e s u c c e e d i n g o n e , h e be l ieves i n J e s u s ' 
w o r d (cf. 4:41.50; 5:47). 

T h e s econd C a n a s i g n ca l l s for o u r spec i a l a t t e n t i o n i n v i ew 
of i ts i m m e d i a t e c o n t e x t , for t h e a s s e r t i o n is r e p e a t e d five t i m e s 
w i t h i n t h e p e r i c o p e t h a t J e s u s c a m e f r o m J u d a e a i n t o G a l i l e e : 
Jn 4:43.45.46.47.54. T h e r e seems t o be a p a r t i c u l a r e m p h a s i s 
he re , a l l t h e m o r e s i g n i f i c a n t s e e i n g t h a t t h e first t w o enc lo se 
t he p r o v e r b , k n o w n a l s o f rom t h e S y n o p t i c s : ' N o p r o p h e t is 
accep ted i n h i s o w n (kv rfj ibia ) c o u n t r y ' , a n d t h e s e c o n d n o t e s 
exp l i c i t l y t h a t t h e G a l i l e a n s rece ived J e s u s . T h e m o s t o b v i o u s 
m e a n i n g of t h e p r o v e r b seems to be t h a t , i n c o n t r a s t to t h e 
S y n o p t i c s , t h e F o u r t h G o s p e l r e g a r d s J u d a e a , n o t G a l i l e e ( m o r e 
specif ical ly N a z a r e t h ) as J e s u s ' irarpis, e spec i a l ly s ince t h e 
qua l i f i e r ibios h a s c lear echoes of t h e r e j ec t i on a l r e a d y s t a t ed i n 
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t h e p r o l o g u e (Jn 1:11). 8 5 N o t a l l c o m m e n t a t o r s accep t t h a t 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n a n d v a r i o u s a t t e m p t s h a v e b e e n m a d e to b r i n g it 
i n t o l i n e w i t h t h e S y n o p t i c u s e b u t n o n e of t h e m a re over ly 
c o n v i n c i n g . Of spec ia l i m p o r t a n c e is t h e v i ew t h a t sees t he suc
c e e d i n g m i r a c l e as a n e x a m p l e of ' t h e unsa t i s f ac to ry fa i th of 
t h e G a l i l e a n s , a fa i th b a s e d o n a c r u d e d e p e n d e n c e o n s igns 
a n d w o n d e r s ' , as B r o w n p u t s i t . 8 6 T h i s v i ew of t h e e p i s o d e is 
l a rge ly b a s e d o n t h e n e g a t i v e t o n e of v .48: ' U n l e s s y o u see s i gns 
a n d w o n d e r s (arj/jiela /cat repara) y o u d o n o t be l i eve '—a state
m e n t t h a t h a s to be a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e f ina l ed i to r , as we l l as t he 
m o r e p o s i t i v e d e s i g n a t i o n of t h e even t as a crrjpielop i n t h e full 
J o h a n n i n e sense a l r e a d y a l l u d e d to . 

T h e r e is a n u n d o u b t e d t e n s i o n h e r e b u t t h i s c a n to a g rea t 
e x t e n t b e r e so lved by r e c o g n i s i n g t h a t arjpLela nal repara refers 
t o a fa i th b a s e d o n a n e x t e r n a l d i s p l a y of m i r a c u l o u s p o w e r 
a n d h a s t o be ca re fu l ly d i s t i n g u i s h e d f r o m t h e full J o h a n n i n e 
fa i th c o m i n g f r o m t h e u n i q u e c o n c e p t i o n of s i g n t h a t is p r o p e r 
t o t h e F o u r t h G o s p e l . 8 7 I n d e e d t h e G a l i l e a n s r e c e p t i o n of J e s u s 
c a n very eas i ly be of t h e f o r m e r k i n d as is e x p l i c i t l y s ta ted a t 
4 :45—they rece ived h i m h a v i n g seen a l l t h a t h e d i d i n J e r u s a l e m 
a t t h e feast. T h i s e x p l a i n s t he e m p h a t i c t o n e of t he w a r n i n g 
(ov firj) of v .48 a n d t h e add re s s w h i c h is i n t h e s e c o n d p e r s o n 
p l u r a l ( iriarevcrrjre ), a p p e a r i n g t o i g n o r e t h e ' b l i n d ' fa i th of t he 
c e n t u r i o n i n c o m i n g to J e s u s i n i t i a l l y . N o t s u r p r i s i n g l y a 
s i m i l a r w a r n i n g is add re s sed to t h e G a l i l e a n c r o w d s a t 6:26 
after t h e first f e ed ing m i r a c l e , a n d i n v i e w of t h e in te res t s h o w n 
i n ' t h e m e n of d e e d s ' d i s cus sed i n t h e p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r th i s 
t ype of e n t h u s i a s m i n G a l i l e e n e e d n o t s u r p r i s e u s . W h a t is 
i m p o r t a n t is t h e fact t h a t i n d i v i d u a l G a l i l e a n s c a n m a k e t h e 
t r a n s i t i o n f r o m t h e o n e t ype of fa i th t o t h e o t h e r a n d be fully 
i n t e g r a t e d i n t o t h e d i s c i p l e s h i p c o m m u n i t y . 

If t h i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e s to ry is co r rec t i t w o u l d seem 
to s u g g e s t t w o d i s t i n c t i v e types of G a l i l e a n C h r i s t i a n s w i t h i n 
t h e p e r s p e c t i v e of t h e F o u r t h G o s p e l — t h o s e w h o s e fa i th w a s 
r e g a r d e d as e s sen t i a l ly supe r f i c i a l a n d t h o s e w h o h a d c o m e 
to ful l d i s c i p l e s h i p f a i th by r e c o g n i s i n g t h e t r u e s o u r c e of 
J e s u s ' g l o r y t h r o u g h h i s s i g n s , l ike h i s d i s c ip l e s a t C a n a . W e 
c a n p u t t h i s t h e o r y to t h e test by a c o n s i d e r a t i o n of Jn 7:40-52 
w h e r e G a l i l e e a n d G a l i l e a n a t t i t u d e s c o m e to t h e fore as p a r t 
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of a d i s cus s ion a b o u t J e s u s ' n a t u r e . T h e o v e r a l l c o n t e x t is t h e 
Feas t of T a b e r n a c l e s i n J e r u s a l e m , w h i t h e r J e s u s h a d g o n e 
( in secret) after r e j e c t i n g h i s b r o t h e r ' s s u g g e s t i o n t h a t h e leave 
Ga l i l e e , g o to J u d a e a a n d s h o w t h e w o r l d t h e m i g h t y deeds h e 
w a s d o i n g — a n a t t i t u d e t h a t s u g g e s t s t o t h e E v a n g e l i s t t h a t 
they d i d n o t be l ieve i n h i m (7:5). T h e p a s s a g e of p a r t i c u l a r 
in te res t h a s a very de f in i t e s t r u c t u r e — c h i a s m i c a c c o r d i n g to 
M e e k s . 8 8 T w o t i t les of s o m e s ign i f i c ance to t h e J o h a n n i n e 
c o m m u n i t y — t h e p r o p h e t a n d t h e C h r i s t — a r e d e n i e d to J e s u s 
by h i s o p p o n e n t s a r g u i n g f r o m S c r i p t u r e for p rec i se ly t h e s a m e 
r ea son : because h e is f rom G a l i l e e . T h e r e is g e n e r a l a g r e e m e n t 
t h a t J o h a n n i n e i r o n y is a t p l a y h e r e — e i t h e r J e s u s d o e s fulfi l l 
t he r e q u i r e m e n t s of S c r i p t u r e b u t h i s o p p o n e n t s a r e u n a w a r e of 
it , o r t h e q u e s t i o n of h i s h u m a n o r i g i n s is of n o c o n s e q u e n c e 
s ince h e is rea l ly f rom a b o v e , (cf. 7:27-9.33), a q u e s t i o n t h a t is 
i g n o r e d by h i s o p p o n e n t s t h o u g h i t is c e n t r a l t o t h e a r g u m e n t . 
In so fa r as N i c o d e m u s is p r e p a r e d to l e a r n f r o m ' t h e t h i n g s 
w h i c h h e h a s d o n e ' h e is p i l l o r i e d as b e i n g f r o m G a l i l e e for 
s u c h o p e n - m i n d e d n e s s , a n d t h e t e m p l e g u a r d a r e e q u a l l y r e p r i 
m a n d e d for the i r s t a t e m e n t : ' n o m a n h a s ever s p o k e n l ike th i s 
m a n ' . O n l y th i s p e o p l e w h o is a c c u r s e d a n d does n o t k n o w t h e 
l a w c o u l d t h i n k s u c h t h i n g s . F r o m a J e r u s a l e m J e w i s h pe r 
spec t ive t h e n o n e w a s as e q u a l l y r e p r e h e n s i b l e as t h e o t h e r — 
b e i n g f rom G a l i l e e o r b e l o n g i n g to t h e 'am ha-'aretz. 

Before d e c i d i n g t h a t t h e p a s s a g e is j u s t a n o t h e r p i e c e of a n t i -
J e w i s h p o l e m i c h o w e v e r , i t s h o u l d be n o t e d t h a t t h e t w o t i t les 
u n d e r d i s c u s s i o n h e r e a n d t h o u g h t of as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of 
G a l i l e a n a t t i t u d e s a l s o o c c u r i n c h a p t e r 6 ( v . H f ) , w h e r e a n over-
e n t h u s i a s t i c G a l i l e a n c r o w d , p r o c l a i m i n g J e s u s to be t h e prophet 
w a n t e d to t ake h i m by force a n d m a k e h i m king. J e s u s rejects 
these ove r tu r e s a n d i n t h e s u b s e q u e n t d i s c o u r s e s h o w s t h a t h e 
is g rea te r t h a n Moses ( t he p r o p h e t a c c o r d i n g to Dt 18:18) i n 
t h a t h e is u n i q u e l y ' f r om a b o v e ' (v.38.41.46.57) a n d h i s h u m a n 
o r i g i n s a re of n o c o n s e q u e n c e (v.42f). T h e scene is set i n G a l i l e e , 
' i n t h e s y n a g o g u e a t C a p h e r n a u m ' , b u t t h o s e w h o reject J e s u s ' 
c l a i m a re ca l l ed ' t h e J e w s ' (vv.41.52), a n d m a n y of h i s o w n 
d i sc ip les ' d r e w b a c k a n d d i d n o t w a l k w i t h h i m ' . T h e p a r a l l e l s 
w i t h c h a p t e r 7 a r e suff ic ient t o s u g g e s t t h a t G a l i l e a n J e w s w e r e 
p r e p a r e d to a t t r i b u t e b o t h t i t les t o J e s u s b u t i n s u c h a w a y t h a t 
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they w e r e u n a c c e p t a b l e t o t h e J o h a n n i n e a u t h o r . 8 9 I t is sug 
ges t ive t h a t i t w a s i n t h e C a p h e r n a u m s y n a g o g u e t h a t t h e seeds 
for t h e d i v i s i o n w e r e s o w n . I t w a s the re t h a t J e s u s h a d g o n e 
w i t h h i s d i s c ip l e s ' a n d h i s b r o t h e r s ' after t h e first C a n a m i r a c l e 
(2:12), b u t i n c o n t r a s t t o t h e S y n o p t i c s C a n a seems to be m o r e 
i m p o r t a n t i n t h e J o h a n n i n e p e r s p e c t i v e . 9 0 

O n e ge t s t h e d i s t i n c t i m p r e s s i o n t h a t t h e deba te s be tween 
d i f ferent J e w i s h p a r t i e s a n d J e s u s a r e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e r a t h e r 
t h a n rea l so t h a t i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y w e a r e d e a l i n g w i t h issues 
t h a t w e r e of c o n c e r n to t h e a u t h o r t o w a r d s t h e e n d of t h e first 
c e n t u r y , w h e n c h u r c h a n d s y n a g o g u e h a d c lear ly s epa ra t ed . 
O u r d i s c u s s i o n of t h e p l a c e a n d s ign i f i c ance of G a l i l e e i n J o h n 
s u g g e s t s t h a t i t differs s o m e w h a t f r o m t h e S y n o p t i c p r e s e n t a t i o n 
i n t h a t g e n u i n e G a l i l e a n a t t i t u d e s , b o t h J e w i s h a n d C h r i s t i a n , 
a r e u n d e r d i s c u s s i o n . I t r e m a i n s to test these o b s e r v a t i o n s in 
t h e l i g h t of t h e l a rge r p i c t u r e w e h a v e p a i n t e d . 

Ill 
C H R I S T I A N I T Y I N G A L I L E E : S O M E R E F L E C T I O N S 

O u r sea rch for p o s i t i v e s i g n s of C h r i s t i a n i t y i n G a l i l e e , 
e i t h e r f r o m t h e g o s p e l s o r f rom o t h e r ear ly sources , J e w i s h 
a n d C h r i s t i a n , h a s n o t b e e n very successful . Possible l i n k s 
w i t h J e w i s h C h r i s t i a n i t y as t h i s e m e r g e d i n t he T r a n s j o r d a n 
r e g i o n i n t he la te r sou rces , a re s u g g e s t e d t h r o u g h t h e f igures 
of ' t h e b r o t h e r s of t h e L o r d ' , b u t these a r e e x t r e m e l y t e n u o u s 
a n d c e r t a i n l y d o n o t w a r r a n t L o h m e y e r ' s a t t e m p t e d r e c o n s t r u c 
t i o n . P r e s u m a b l y s u c h J e w i s h C h r i s t i a n s w o u l d be r e p r e s e n t e d 
by the o c c a s i o n a l min t h a t w e m e e t i n r a b b i n i c sources a t 
v a r i o u s G a l i l e a n cen t r e s s t i l l c losely a l l i ed to J u d a i s m . T h e 
J o h a n n i n e c o m m u n i t y offered s l i g h t l y be t te r p r o s p e c t s i n a s m u c h 
as t h e p o s i t i v e e v a l u a t i o n of G a l i l e e a n d G a l i l e a n s i n t he F o u r t h 
G o s p e l a l o n g s i d e t h a t of t h e S a m a r i t a n s , p o i n t s to a n o t h e r 
t ype of G a l i l e a n C h r i s t i a n w h o s e c u l t u r a l a n d t h e o l o g i c a l 
o r i e n t a t i o n is d i f ferent . I t h a s b e e n s u g g e s t e d t h a t i t is d u e to 
t h e i n f l u x of these l a t t e r t h a t w e a r e to e x p l a i n t he h i g h 
C h r i s t o l o g y of t h i s w o r k w h i c h g a v e t h e J o h a n n i n e c i rc le a 
very d i s t i nc t i ve o u t l o o k , r a d i c a l l y d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g i t f rom syna
g o g u e J u d a i s m a n d o t h e r C h r i s t i a n g r o u p s a l i k e . If these , 
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a d m i t t e d l y , s l ende r i n d i c a t i o n s h a v e a n y m e r i t t w o r a j h e r dif
ferent ve r s ions of C h r i s t i a n i t y — n o t eas i ly r e c o n c i l e d , if t h e 
J o h a n n i n e e o m m u n i t y is a n y i n d i c a t i o n — m a y h a v e b e e n p r e s e n t 
i n G a l i l e e , a t least as m a r g i n a l m i n o r i t i e s w i t h i n t h e l a rge r 
r e l i g i o u s a n d c u l t u r a l s p e c t r u m of t h e p r o v i n c e . S o m e o b v i o u s 
q u e s t i o n s i m m e d i a t e l y a r i se : w h e r e exac t ly a r e w e to loca t e 
these C h r i s t i a n m i n o r i t i e s w i t h i n G a l i l e a n life?; a n d i n t h e l i g h t 
of o u r s tudy w h a t ro les w e r e they e x p e c t e d to p l a y i n t h a t society 
a n d w h a t factors w e r e l ike ly to s h a p e t h e i r bel iefs a n d life-style? 
W i t h s u c h q u e s t i o n s as these i n m i n d i t m a y a t leas t be p o s s i b l e 
to check the t r u t h o r o t h e r w i s e of o u r t e n t a t i v e f i n d i n g s i n t h e 
ear l i e r p a r t of t h i s c h a p t e r . 

W e h a v e a l r e a d y t o u c h e d o n t h e r o l e of J e s u s of N a z a r e t h i n 
G a l i l e a n life m o r e t h a n o n c e a n d i t is w i t h h i m t h a t w e m u s t 
b e g i n o u r t r e a t m e n t of ea r ly G a l i l e a n J e w i s h C h r i s t i a n i t y . 9 1 

A priori, it is a l t o g e t h e r p r o b a b l e t h a t h i s a t t i t u d e s a n d life
style w o u l d be c losely ref lected by o t h e r G a l i l e a n J e w s w h o 
m i g h t h a v e b e e n p r o m p t e d to a t t a c h t h e m s e l v e s t o t h i s m o v e 
m e n t b o t h d u r i n g h i s l i fe - t ime a n d i m m e d i a t e l y after h i s d e a t h . 
W e h a v e c o n t e n d e d t h a t J e s u s refused t o be cas t i n t h e r o l e of 
a p o l i t i c a l a g i t a t o r the re , even w h e n s u c h i n t e n t i o n s c o u l d h a v e 
been i m p u t e d to h i s w o r d s a n d deeds . T h e f i gu re of t h e hasid 
o r h o l y m a n , o p e r a t i n g i n a n u n s t r u c t u r e d w a y is c e r t a i n l y a 
m o r e s u i t a b l e m o d e l for u n d e r s t a n d i n g some a s p e c t s of J e s u s ' 
m i n i s t r y i n G a l i l e e a n d w e h a v e seen t h a t s u c h f igures h a d a 
very def in i te f u n c t i o n w i t h i n G a l i l e a n J e w i s h p e a s a n t life. A t 
t he s a m e t i m e i t is o n l y h y p e r c r i t i c a l s c h o l a r s h i p t h a t i g n o r e s 
o r rejects J e s u s ' t e a c h i n g as u n i m p o r t a n t i n l o c a t i n g h i m 
w i t h i n t h e s p e c t r u m of G a l i l e a n life of h i s o w n d a y . 9 2 T h e 
s ay ings t r a d i t i o n is a t least a s ' p r i m i t i v e ' a s t h a t of h i s m i g h t y 
deeds , a n d h e n c e a b a l a n c e d a s s e s s m e n t of t h e r o l e of J e s u s 
w i t h i n G a l i l e a n r e l i g i o u s life h a s t o see h i m as both t e ache r 
a n d doe r of m i g h t y deeds . G i v e n t h e w a y i n w h i c h e s c h a t o l o g i c a l 
p r o p h e t , w i s d o m teache r a n d c h a r i s m a t i c w o n d e r - w o r k e r w e r e 
i n e x t r i c a b l y i n t e r w o v e n i n t h e p o p u l a r r e l i g i o u s i m a g i n a t i o n 
of first c e n t u r y P a l e s t i n e 9 3 i t w a s v i r t u a l l y i m p o s s i b l e for J e s u s 
to h a v e e n g a g e d i n h i s p r o c l a m a t i o n of t h e c o m i n g K i n g d o m 
w i t h o u t c o m b i n i n g b o t h a spec t s i n h i s m i n i s t r y , w h i l e a t t h e 
s a m e t i m e n o t c o n f o r m i n g to t h e r e c o g n i s e d sc r iba l t e a c h i n g 
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p a t t e r n t h a t w e k n o w f r o m t h e la te r R a b b i n a t e . T h i s does n o t 
p r e v e n t c e r t a i n a s p e c t s of h i s m i n i s t r y b e i n g m o r e p o p u l a r w i t h 
d i f fe ren t s e g m e n t s of t h e p o p u l a t i o n , a n d n o d o u b t h i s r o l e as 
w o n d e r - w o r k i n g c h a r i s m a t i c c a u g h t t h e a t t e n t i o n of t he u n 
le t t e red c o u n t r y folk, c o r r e s p o n d i n g to t h e i m a g e of t h e h o l y 
m a n d i scove red i n t h e p r e c e d i n g c h a p t e r . I t is q u i t e p o s s i b l e 
t h e n t h a t t h e r e w e r e t h o s e i n G a l i l e e w h o s e a t t a c h m e n t to J e s u s 
w a s a n d r e m a i n e d of t h i s supe r f i c i a l k i n d w i t h o u t b e i n g r ad i ca l ly 
t o u c h e d by h i s m e s s a g e o r i ts c l a i m s a n d t h a t after h i s d e a t h 
s o m e of h i s fo l lowers w e r e 'received* for t h e s a m e r e a s o n s . 9 4 

W h a t of J e s u s ' m o r e p e r m a n e n t fo l lowers of G a l i l e a n o r i g i n ? 
T h e fact t h a t a w h o l e b o d y of s a y i n g s h a s b e e n t r a n s m i t t e d i n 
h i s n a m e a d v o c a t i n g a t t i t u d e s of h o m e l e s s n e s s , s e p a r a t i o n f rom 
t h e f a m i l y a n d p o v e r t y as t h e s u r e w a y to e n t e r t h e k i n g d o m h e 
p r o c l a i m e d a n d s h a r e i n t h e g l o r y of t h e c o m i n g S o n of M a n , is 
a c lea r i n d i c a t i o n t h a t s u c h a l ife-style w a s a c t u a l l y a d o p t e d 
by s o m e a t leas t of h i s fo l lowers a n d t a k e n e x t r e m e l y se r ious ly 
by t h e m . 9 5 H a v i n g i ts o r i g i n s i n J e s u s ' o w n a t t i t u d e s th i s m o v e 
m e n t m u s t h a v e f u r t h e r d e v e l o p e d after h i s d e a t h , a s o n e c a n 
de tec t f rom t h e c o m b i n a t i o n of h i s s a y i n g s w i t h t hose of ear ly 
C h r i s t i a n p r o p h e t s w i t h i n t h e s a m e t r a d i t i o n . T h e dif f icul ty 
t h a t f o r m c r i t i c i s m h a s e x p e r i e n c e d i n d e c i p h e r i n g a u t h e n t i c 
J e s u s s a y i n g s f r o m t h o s e of ea r ly C h r i s t i a n p r o p h e t s w h o 
a d o p t e d h i s l i fe-style is a n i n d i c a t i o n of h o w c lose ly these la t te r 
c o n s c i o u s l y i m i t a t e d t h e f o r m e r i n every a s p e c t of t he i r m i n i s t r y . 9 6 

L i k e h i m t h e i r l ife-style w a s t h a t of t h e w a n d e r i n g c h a r i s m a t i c , 
c o m b i n i n g i n t h e n a m e of t h e c o m i n g S o n of M a n p r o p h e t i c -
s tyle u t t e r a n c e , w i s d o m i n s t r u c t i o n a n d m i g h t y deeds in 
e x c h a n g e for l o d g i n g a n d s u s t e n a n c e . T h e fact t h a t these c h a r i s -
m a t i c s a d o p t e d a n i t i n e r a n t l ife-style sugges t s a t m o s t a very 
loose ly o r g a n i s e d s t r u c t u r e h o l d i n g t h e m toge the r , yet the i r 
a t t a c h m e n t to J e s u s a n d h i s w a y e n s u r e d t h a t t h e m o v e m e n t 
d i d n o t b e c o m e a n a m o r p h o u s set of s p l i n t e r g r o u p s . A d d i n g 
fu r the r s t ab i l i ty m u s t h a v e b e e n m e m b e r s of loca l c o m m u n i t i e s 
w h o w e r e a t t r a c t e d by t h e m e s s a g e a n d style yet for e c o n o m i c 
o r o t h e r r e a s o n s d i d n o t feel t o t a l l y free t o e m b a r k o n it t h e m 
se lve s . 9 7 I t d o e s n o t s eem p o s s i b l e o r necessary to d i s t i n g u i s h 
s u c h c o m m u n i t i e s c lea r ly f r o m J u d a i s m a t t h i s ear ly s tage , 
g i v e n t h e va r i e ty of c o n f l i c t i n g a n d mess i an i c - s ty l e m o v e m e n t s , 
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b o t h p o l i t i c a l a n d r e l i g i o u s , w i t h i n p r e -70 P a l e s t i n i a n J u d a i s m . 
T h a t they we re for t h e m o s t p a r t b a s e d i n t h e r u r a l a reas seems 
to be reflected b o t h by t h e t e n o r of t h e s a y i n g s t hemse lves as 
we l l as the fact t h a t m a j o r cen t res a r e i g n o r e d (e.g. S e p p h o r i s 
a n d T i b e r i a s ) a n d o t h e r s a r e p r e s u m e d n o t t o h a v e b e e n vis i ted , 
S a m a r i a , T y r e a n d S i d o n o r C a e s a r e a (cf. Mk 7 :31; 8:27; Mt 
10:5b.6; l l : 5 0 f f ) . 9 8 H o w e v e r , t h e m o v e m e n t m u s t h a v e e v e n t u a l l y 
a t t e m p t e d to set foot i n t h e l a rge r cen t re s of p o p u l a t i o n , p o s s i b l y 
f o l l o w i n g a t r e n d of f l igh t f rom t h e l a n d , w h e r e o p p o s i t i o n 
f rom t h e m o r e e s t a b l i s h e d f o r m of J u d a i s m j u s t t h e n a t t e m p t i n g 
to e s t ab l i sh itself c o u l d be expec t ed . T h i s e x p l a i n s t h e stress 
o n t h e pos s ib i l i t y of p e r s e c u t i o n t h a t is s u c h a s t r o n g fea tu re 
of t he s ay ings . S u c h p e r s e c u t i o n is t h e i n e v i t a b l e o u t c o m e of 
t he p r o p h e t i c ca l l (Mt 23:34-6) yet i t c a n be u n d e r t a k e n w i t h 
e q u a n i m i t y s ince they w i l l n o t h a v e c o m p l e t e d a l l t h e c i t ies of 
Israel before t he S o n of M a n c o m e s (Mt 10 :23) . 9 9 

I t is n o t p o s s i b l e to c o n f i n e th i s m o v e m e n t of P a l e s t i n i a n 
J e w i s h C h r i s t i a n i t y t o G a l i l e e , o r even to P a l e s t i n e itself, s ince 
the P a u l i n e le t ters as we l l as t h e Didache s u g g e s t s t h a t i t w a s a 
w i d e s p r e a d p h e n o m e n o n i n ear ly C h r i s t i a n i t y s ide by s ide w i t h 
t he m o r e se t t led P a u l i n e c h u r c h e s . Yet i t w o u l d be e q u a l l y n a i v e 
to i g n o r e t h e fact t h a t G a l i l e e w a s i ts n a t u r a l h o m e as t h e m i s s i o n s 
of t h e T w e l v e a n d t h e Seven ty ( two) i n t h e l i f e t ime of J e s u s 
a l r eady s t r o n g l y s u g g e s t . 1 0 0 If t h i s is i n fact t r u e i t is s u r p r i s i n g 
t h a t w e h a v e n o t m e t m o r e de f in i t e t races of t h i s m o v e m e n t 
i n o u r o t h e r sou rces , w h e r e G a l i l e e is for t h e m o s t p a r t a m e m o r y 
f rom the pas t , a n d w e m e e t t he o c c a s i o n a l i s o l a t e d min s t i l l 
f u n c t i o n i n g o n t h e f r inges of J u d a i s m , b u t w i t h n o a p p a r e n t 
C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i t y the re . T h i s , c o u p l e d w i t h t h e s t r o n g 
c o n d e m n a t i o n of s o m e G a l i l e a n cen t re s (Mt 11:20-4; Lk 10:13-5), 
w o u l d seem to s u g g e s t t h a t t h e m o v e m e n t w a s l a rge ly a f a i lu re 
i n G a l i l e e a n d it is i n t e r e s t i n g to s p e c u l a t e w h y a n d w h e n t h i s 
m i g h t h a v e o c c u r r e d . T h e fact t h a t J a m e s t h e b r o t h e r of t h e 
L o r d seems to h a v e t r ans fe r red ( f rom G a l i l e e ) t o J e r u s a l e m m a y 
a l r eady sugges t t h a t t h e m o v e m e n t w a s n o l o n g e r w e l c o m e i n 
J e s u s ' h o m e l a n d . H o w e v e r , t h e t ransfer c o u l d h a v e b e e n e q u a l l y 
m o t i v a t e d by t h e r e l i g i o u s a t t r a c t i o n of t h e h o l y ci ty , a c o n s t a n t 
factor for G a l i l e a n r e l i g i o u s loya l t i es , w e h a v e seen. I t is n o t 
ce r t a in w h e t h e r J a m e s w a s h imse l f a n ac t ive m e m b e r of t h e 
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m o v e m e n t , for even t h o u g h w e h e a r of t h e b r o t h e r s of t h e L o r d 
p o s s i b l y e n g a g e d i n m i s s i o n a r y ac t iv i ty (1 Cor 9:5; E u s e b . 
Eccles. Hist. 1,7) l a te r t r a d i t i o n sugges t s t h a t h i s o w n p ie ty w a s 
t h a t of a nazir ( E u s e b . Eccles Hist. 2, 23.4-6). If J a m e s ' d e p a r t u r e 
f rom t h e h o m e l a n d h a d b e e n c a u s e d by t h e t h r e a t of p e r s e c u t i o n 
the re , J e r u s a l e m w a s scarcely t h e p l a c e to h a v e a t t r ac t ed h i m , 
g i v e n t h e fate of J e s u s a n d S t e p h e n , t h e fo rmer a t t h e h a n d s of t he 
J e w i s h r e l i g i o u s a r i s toc racy w h i c h w a s e v e n t u a l l y t o be i n s t r u 
m e n t a l i n h a v i n g J a m e s r e m o v e d a l s o (Ant 20:200). T h e l ike l i 
h o o d t h e n is t h a t J a m e s c a m e to J e r u s a l e m b e c a u s e of t h e 
r e l i g i o u s s y m b o l i s m of t he h o l y ci ty , a n d h e is scarcely r ep re 
sen t a t i ve of t h e c o m m o n t r e n d of t h e J e s u s m o v e m e n t as a w h o l e , 
a m o n g w h o m f l igh t f rom J e r u s a l e m w a s the adv ice t h a t w a s 
m o s t c o m m o n l y s h a r e d (cf. Mk 13:16ff). T h e m o v e m e n t a w a y 
f rom J e r u s a l e m h a d a l r e a d y b e g u n for a n o t h e r s e g m e n t of ear ly 
C h r i s t i a n i t y , t h e H e l l e n i s t s , after t h e d e a t h of S t e p h e n , a n d 
t h e p r o b a b i l i t y is t h a t i t w a s these r a t h e r t h a n the p r e d o m i n a n t l y 
A r a m a i c - s p e a k i n g p r o p h e t s of G a l i l e e t h a t first ca r r i ed o n a 
m i s s i o n o u t s i d e P a l e s t i n e . P r e s u m a b l y , h o w e v e r , c o n t a c t s were 
e s t a b l i s h e d t h r o u g h a c o m m o n life-style a n d because of perse
c u t i o n . T h e s a y i n g s of J e s u s s u p p o r t e d b o t h g r o u p s a n d these 
w e r e t r a n s l a t e d a n d a d a p t e d to n e w s i t u a t i o n s a n d c i r c u m 
s t a n c e s . 1 0 1 Bes ides , t h e effects of t h e r evo l t i n G a l i l e e w o u l d h a v e 
h a d s e r i o u s c o n s e q u e n c e s for t h e w a n d e r i n g c h a r i s m a t i c s the re . 
T h e f l i gh t f rom t h e l a n d as we l l as t h e w h o l e s a l e s l a u g h t e r m u s t 
h a v e r o b b e d t h e m of t he i r n a t u r a l c o n s t i t u e n c y a n d s u p p o r t 
a m o n g t h e c o u n t r y p e o p l e . By t h e e n d of t h e G a l i l e a n c a m p a i g n 
t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s w e r e r i p e even for se t t led c o m m u n i t i e s to 
e m i g r a t e i n o r d e r to e s cape t h e c o n s e q u e n c e s of t he R o m a n 
s e t t l e m e n t , a n d i n v i ew of t h e c u l t u r a l a n d c o m m e r c i a l l i n k s 
b e t w e e n L o w e r G a l i l e e a n d the T r a n s j o r d a n , o n e n a t u r a l l y 
t h i n k s of t h i s r e g i o n as o n e p l a c e of r e f u g e . 1 0 2 P r e v i o u s l y w e 
h a v e q u e r i e d t h e c o m m o n a s s u m p t i o n t h a t a s a r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
c e n t r e G a l i l e e w a s fert i le g r o u n d for a p o c a l y p t i c h o p e . Yet th i s 
g e n e r a l c o n c l u s i o n n e e d n o t e x c l u d e a n a p o c a l y p t i c m o o d the re 
a m o n g t h e fo l lowers of J e s u s , e spec ia l ly g i v e n t h e f r inge n a t u r e 
of these ea r ly C h r i s t i a n p r o p h e t s as w a n d e r i n g r ad i ca l s a n d the i r 
s u p p o r t c o m m u n i t i e s . After 70 h o w e v e r , they w o u l d h a v e h a d 
to c o m p e t e w i t h a n in t ens i f i ed c a m p a i g n by t h e r e o r g a n i s e d 
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J u d a i s m e m a n a t i n g f rom J a m n i a as w e h a v e seen . W e h a v e 
a l ready n o t e d t h e m e n t i o n of Syr ia i n M a t t h e w ' s g o s p e l as a 
pos s ib l e p o i n t e r t o t h e h o m e of t h a t c o m m u n i t y , b u t w e a r e 
r e m i n d e d t h a t t he pos t -70 r a b b i s a l s o s h o w e d in t e r e s t i n i n c l u d 
i n g Syr ia w i t h i n t he b o u n d a r i e s of Ere tz I s r a e l . 1 0 3 T h i s c o n c e r n 
c o u l d h a v e been a t least p a r t i a l l y d u e to a des i re t o c o u n t e r a c t 
g rea te r ac t iv i ty by t h e C h r i s t i a n p r o p h e t s t he r e a m o n g t h e 
emegrees f rom n o r t h e r n P a l e s t i n e , a s t h e so -ca l l ed ' Q c o m 
m u n i t y ' m o v e d to o t h e r cen t res , p e r h a p s even A n t i o c h itself. 
S u c h a d e p i c t i o n of even t s w o u l d e x p l a i n h o w e v e n t u a l l y a 
s ay ings t r a d i t i o n t h a t reflects a loose ly o r g a n i s e d , p r o p h e t i c -
c h a r i s m a t i c m o v e m e n t , a p o c a l y p t i c i n t o n e , yet p a r t i c u l a r i s t i n 
scope , w a s e v e n t u a l l y fused w i t h t r a d i t i o n s of a n o r g a n i s e d 
c o n g r e g a t i o n w i t h a u n i v e r s a l m i s s i o n o u t l o o k . A t t h a t p o i n t 
h o w e v e r , i ts G a l i l e a n r o o t s we re m e r e l y a m e m o r y f r o m t h e 
p a s t a n d t h e ba res t r e m n a n t s of t he t ype of J e w i s h C h r i s t i a n i t y 
i t o n c e r e p r e s e n t e d su rv ived as fossils t h a t w o u l d p r o v e n o 
th r ea t to t he n e w aggress ive J u d a i s m t h a t w o u l d s o o n i n v a d e 
the p r o v i n c e . 

T h e J o h a n n i n e c o m m u n i t y ref lected a r a t h e r d i f fe ren t k i n d of 
G a l i l e a n C h r i s t i a n , a n d i t r e m a i n s to p u r s u e t h a t i n d i c a t i o n 
fur ther . O u r a r g u m e n t h a s b e e n t h a t t h e F o u r t h G o s p e l be l ieves 
t h a t G a l i l e a n C h r i s t i a n s we re c a p a b l e of m a k i n g t h e t r a n s i t i o n 
f rom a fa i th i n J e s u s as t h e w o n d e r - w o r k i n g c h a r i s m a t i c to a 
deepe r o n e t h a t r ecogn i se s h i m as t h e M a n f r o m h e a v e n w h o 
reveals t he F a t h e r to t h e m . I n i ts p r e s e n t ( f in i shed) s ta te t h e 
F o u r t h G o s p e l env i sages a n u m b e r of d i f ferent a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d s 
J e s u s — s i x i n a l l a c c o r d i n g to B r o w n 1 0 4 — w h i c h c a n be t a k e n 
to reflect t h e c u r r e n t s i t u a t i o n of t h e w r i t e r ' s d a y . T h e a v e r a g e 
G a l i l e a n a t t i t u d e is u n s a t i s f a c t o r y as far as t h e E v a n g e l i s t is 
c o n c e r n e d , as w e h a v e seen, s ince t he i r e n t h u s i a s m for J e s u s 
is based o n h i s w o n d e r - w o r k i n g a c h i e v e m e n t (4:48; 6:25). T h e i r 
a t t i t u d e is typi f ied by t h a t of ' t h e b r o t h e r s of t h e L o r d ' w h o 
r e c o m m e n d e d J e s u s to s h o w h i m s e l f t o t h e w o r l d , s ince n o b o d y 
d i d t he w o r k s h e d i d i n secret . F o r t h e E v a n g e l i s t , h o w e v e r , s u c h 
s e n t i m e n t s a r e a n i n d i c a t i o n of t he i r u n b e l i e f (7:1-6). Yet t h e r e 
seems l i t t le t o d i f fe ren t ia te t h e i r v iews f rom t h o s e of t h e w a n d e r 
i n g c h a r i s m a t i c s t h a t l ie b e h i n d t h e s a y i n g s t r a d i t i o n , a n d 
c lear ly t he J o h a n n i n e c i rc le h a s a d o p t e d a very c r i t i ca l s t a n c e 
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t o w a r d s o t h e r C h r i s t i a n g r o u p s t h a t d o n o t s h a r e t he i r o w n 
p o i n t of v i e w . 1 0 5 Yet t h e G a l i l e a n s as such a r e neve r cr i t ic ised, 
for i n c h a p t e r 6 i n so fa r as t h e i r m u r m u r i n g i n t h e s y n a g o g u e 
a t C a p h e r n a u m sugges t s n o n - a c c e p t a n c e of J e s u s as t h e b r e a d 
of life they a r e d e s i g n a t e d ' J e w s ' . l s t h e a u t h o r t he reby t h r o w i n g 
o u t a l i n e to G a l i l e a n J e w s i n t h e h o p e t h a t o t h e r s m i g h t j o i n 
t h e J o h a n n i n e c i rc le , f o l l o w i n g t h e e x a m p l e of t he first d i sc ip les 
a n d t h e r o y a l off icial (jScwiXio-icds) f rom C a p h e r n a u m ? It is a t 
leas t n o t e w o r t h y t h a t w h e r e a s m a n y S a m a r i t a n s c o m e to bel ieve 
i n J e s u s , a s i t u a t i o n t h a t is c lea r ly t h e r e s u l t of t h e c o m m u n i t y ' s 
m i s s i o n a r y ac t iv i ty (4:35-8), n o s u c h i n f l u x of G a l i l e a n s is 
r e p o r t e d even t h o u g h t h e p o s s i b i l i t y is c lea r ly e n v i s a g e d . 

If t h e n G a l i l e a n s a r e b e i n g e n c o u r a g e d to j o i n a c o m m u n i t y 
o n e of w h o s e c o n s t i t u t i v e e l e m e n t s h a d a S a m a r i t a n b a c k g r o u n d 
— s o m e t h i n g t h a t seems h i g h l y p r o b a b l e — t h e o b v i o u s q u e s t i o n 
to be a s k e d is , w h i c h s t r a t u m of G a l i l e a n society w a s m o s t 
l ike ly to be o p e n to t h e idea? As b o t h t h e g o s p e l s a n d J o s e p h u s 
m a k e c lea r t h e a n i m o s i t y b e t w e e n S a m a r i t a n s ( t h a t is t he c o u n t r y 
r e s i d e n t s of t h e t e r r i to ry) a n d the G a l i l e a n J e w i s h p e a s a n t s 
w a s i n t e n s e . 1 0 6 R e l i g i o n w a s c e r t a i n l y a very i m p o r t a n t factor 
b o t h i n c r e a t i n g a n d fo s t e r ing t h i s h o s t i l i t y as o u r s tudy h a s 
m a d e c lea r a n d C h r i s t i a n i t y w a s n o m o r e l ike ly to be successful 
i n b r i d g i n g t h i s g a p t h a n J u d a i s m h a d b e e n before it , e spec ia l ly 
s ince J e s u s a n d h i s fo l lowers w e r e k n o w n as G a l i l e a n s . W e m u s t 
t h e n t u r n e l s e w h e r e i n G a l i l e e , a n d the J o h a n n i n e a u t h o r , 
d e s c r i b i n g t h e C a p h e r n a u m official as a jSaeriXtovcos m a y h a v e 
s u g g e s t e d t h e p r o p e r d i r e c t i o n i n w h i c h to l o o k . I n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y 
t h i s t e r m is m o r e o r i g i n a l t h a n t h e Q eKarovTapKos , a n d t h u s 
w h e t h e r w e t r a n s l a t e i t a s r oya l off icial ( B r o w n ) o r n o b l e m a n 
( F o r t n a ) t h e l i k e l i h o o d is t h a t t h e r e is q u e s t i o n of a he l l en i s ed 
J e w of H e r o d i a n b a c k g r o u n d o r a s s o c i a t i o n . 1 0 7 As s u c h h e 
b e l o n g e d to a c u l t u r a l l y m o r e m o b i l e s t r a t u m of society t h a n 
t h e p e a s a n t s a n d if o t h e r suff ic ient ly s i g n i f i c a n t factors were 
o p e r a t i v e a S a m a r i a n c o m p o n e n t w o u l d n o t h a v e p r e v e n t e d h i s 
j o i n i n g t h e J o h a n n i n e c o m m u n i t y . I t s h o u l d be r e m e m b e r e d 
t h a t C h r i s t i a n i t y h a d c o m e to S a m a r i a via t h e H e l l e n i s t s f rom 
J e r u s a l e m , a n d so p r e s u m a b l y b o r e t h e h a l l m a r k s of its o r i g i n . 
A c c o r d i n g l y , a c o m m o n c u l t u r a l e t h o s r a t h e r t h a n a s h a r e d 
r e l i g i o u s p o i n t of v i ew m a y h a v e b e e n t h e m o t i v a t i n g force 
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t h a t c o u l d h a v e been e x p e c t e d to d r a w s o m e G a l i l e a n s a t least 
to j o i n the J o h a n n i n e c i r c l e . 1 0 8 T h e r e l i g i o u s s i t u a t i o n of s u c h 
he l l en i s ed J e w s i n G a l i l e e i n t h e J a m n i a p e r i o d m a y n o t h a v e 
been a l l t h a t c o n g e n i a l a n d t h e p o s s i b i l i t y m u s t h a v e b e e n very 
rea l t h a t s o m e m i g h t f ind t h e i r s p i r i t u a l h o m e i n a r e l i g i o u s 
c l i m a t e t h a t c o n s i d e r e d t h e c u l t i c a s p i r a t i o n s of J u d a i s m to 
h a v e been fulf i l led i n C h r i s t , r a t h e r t h a n i n o n e w h e r e a s h a r p 
e n i n g of halakhic d e m a n d s r e p l a c e d t h o s e a s p i r a t i o n s . J o h a n a n 
b e n Z a k k a i h a d n o t h a d m u c h success i n G a l i l e e ea r l i e r , a n d t h e 
P h a r i s a i c d e l e g a t i o n f rom J e r u s a l e m m a d e l i t t l e p r o g r e s s i n 
u n s e a t i n g J o s e p h u s . If t h e p r i e s t ly a n d H e r o d i a n a r i s toc racy 
of G a l i l e e we re p r o m p t e d to seek a n a l t e r n a t i v e r e l i g i o u s s y m b o l 
sys tem i n t he pos t -70 p e r i o d it c o u l d we l l be t h a t a t e m p l e o r i e n t e d 
t h e o l o g y h a d u l t i m a t e l y m o r e a p p e a l for t h e m t h a n ' t h e o t h e r 
w a y ' of J o h a n a n . As a l r e a d y d o c u m e n t e d , t h e G a l i l e a n 'am 
ha-'aretz c o n t i n u e d to be t h e b a n e of t h e r a b b i n i c haberim i n 
the s econd c e n t u r y , a n d t h e t e r m w a s n o w a p p l i e d to a l l — i r r e 
spec t ive of soc ia l s t a t u s — w h o d i d n o t a d o p t t h e w a y of t h e 
halakhah i n a l l i ts r i g o r . P e r h a p s t h e n , J o h n ' s i r o n i c d i s m i s s a l 
of ' t h i s p e o p l e w h o does n o t k n o w the l a w t h a t is a c c u r s e d ' by 
the P h a r i s e e s (Jn 7:49) h a s a p o l e m i c a l and m i s s i o n i s i n g e d g e 
to it, as t he g o s p e l c i r c u l a t e d t o w a r d s t he e n d of t h e first c e n t u r y . 
T h e fact t h a t w e m e e t 'IVSCLLOL i n G a l i l e e i n c h . 6 even i n t h e 
s y n a g o g u e of C a p h e r n a u m , sugges t s t h a t i t is n o l o n g e r a n 
o p e n field, l ike S a m a r i a . Yet t h e fact t h a t t h e first G a l i l e a n 
d i sc ip les h a d c o m e to see g rea t e r t h i n g s i n J e s u s t h a n a p u r e l y 
J e w i s h u n d e r s t a n d i n g h e l d o u t h o p e . I n t h i s r e g a r d w e c a n n o t 
forget t h e t a n t a l i s i n g p i ece of e v i d e n c e t h a t E p i p h a n i u s r eco rds 
for u s to t he effect t h a t rives TCOV CLTTO 'lovbaiuv TremaTevKOTOiv 
k n e w of a c o p y of t h e F o u r t h G o s p e l t r a n s l a t e d f r o m G r e e k 
i n t o H e b r e w in , of a l l p l aces , T i b e r i a s . I n t h e l i g h t of t h e 
a b o v e s u g g e s t i o n s it m a y n o t be so s t r a n g e after a l l . 

W e h a v e de l ibe ra te ly e n t i t l e d th i s f ina l s ec t ion of o u r s t u d y 
'Re f l ec t ions ' , s ince w h a t h a s b e e n sa id h a s h a d to be so c o n 
j e c t u r a l a n d t en t a t ive as n o t t o w a r r a n t t h e s t a t u s of h y p o t h e s i s . 
Never the less , e n o u g h c o r r e s p o n d e n c e s h a v e e m e r g e d b e t w e e n 
G a l i l e a n life i n g e n e r a l a n d t h e s can ty ev idence w e h a v e a b o u t 
p r i m i t i v e C h r i s t i a n i t y ' s va r i ed d e v e l o p m e n t to s u g g e s t t h a t t h e 
la t te r c a n be p l a u s i b l y f i t ted i n t o t he l a r g e r p i c t u r e , l i g h t i n g 
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u p several o b s c u r e a reas of t h e d e v e l o p m e n t i n t h e p rocess . I n 
t e r m s of t h e ove ra l l p u r p o s e of t h i s s tudy , n a m e l y t he u n d e r 
s t a n d i n g of a r e l i g i o u s t r a d i t i o n w i t h i n t h e l a rge r soc ia l w o r l d 
to w h i c h i t c o n t r i b u t e s a n d by w h i c h it is s h a p e d , i t is g r a t i f y ing 
to be a b l e to p o i n t to these c o r r e s p o n d e n c e s as a s m a l l b u t s igni f i 
c a n t c o n f i r m a t i o n of t h e ove ra l l thes is . A t t h e s a m e t i m e , reflect
i n g o n ear ly C h r i s t i a n i t y i n t h e c o n t e x t of G a l i l e a n J u d a i s m 
is a p a i n f u l r e m i n d e r t h a t even i n t h e very h o m e of t he M i s h n a h 
a n d G o s p e l the t e n s i o n s b e t w e e n these t w o w e s t e r n r e l i g i o n s 
t h a t h a v e cast s u c h a d a r k s h a d o w over o u r t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y 
w e r e a l r e a d y in ev idence i n t h e first. 
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the First Three Centuries, English trans., New York, Harper Torchback, 1961, 
401f, n. 1. 
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1 0Kasting, Die Anfdnge, 82-6; Jackson-Lake, The Beginnings, 1, 302-4, opts for 
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somewhat. For a modern discussion and a tentative hypothesis placing the 
earliest experience in Galilee, cf. R. Brown, The Virginal Conception and the Bodily 
Resurrection of Jesus, London, Chapman, 1973, esp. 99-110. 

1 1 Schmithals, Paul and James, 28f., n. 55, citing W. Bauer, 'Jesus der Galilaer', 
in Festgabe fur Adolf Julicher, Tubingen 1927, 16-34, here, 32f. Schmithals himself 
believes that the church of the Hellenists was located in Antioch first, and sees 
Nicolas of Antioch, a proselyte and one of the seven, as an important bridge person 
with the Jerusalem church. M. Hengel, 'Die Ursprunge der Christlichen Mission', 
NTS 18 (1971) 15-38, esp. 27, n. 42, and 'Zwischen Jesus und Paulus. Die 'Hellen-
isten', die 'Sieben' und Stephanus', ZTK 72(1975) 151-206, has shown in great detail 
the presence of hellenistic influences in Jerusalem prior to Christianity, and therefore 
exposed the weakness of Schmithals' position. 

12Die Anfdnge, 89-95, following Schmithals, but based on very general views 
about the nature and extent of hellenism in Galilee. 

1 3 G. Boobyer, 'Galilee and Galileans in St. Mark's Gospel', BJRL 35(1953) 334-48, 
had already attacked Lohmeyer's position, pointing to such passages as Ez 47:10 
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(LXX) where Galilee is the land of gentile salvation rather than the place of messianic 
appearances. Cf. now Stemberger's critique of both Lohmeyer and Marxsen, 
'Galilee - Land of Salvation?', esp. 415 ff. 

1 4 The chief texts have been collected by R.T. Herford, Christianity in Talmud and 
Midrash, Reprint, Clifton, New Jersey, 1966, but the evidence is treated rather 
uncritically. Cf. also, A. Buchler, 'Uber die minim von Sepphoris und Tiberias in 
2 und 3 Jh', Cohenfestschrift, Judaica, 1912,91-102, K. G. Kuhn, 'Gilgonim undSifre 
minim', in Judentum, Urchristentum, Kriche, Festschrift J. Jeremias, Beih. ZNW 26, 
Berlin, Topelmann, 1964, 24-61, is critical of both positions. On p. 55. he points out 
that the story of Imma Shalom, the sister of Rabban Gamaliel II coming before a 
Christian judge who uses the gospel, b. Shabb, 116a and b, is impossible in first 
century Palestine. Against Biichler, he claims that the parallelism between the 
rabbinic anecdotes e.g. in b. Sanh 38a and b and Justin's dialogue with Trypho, 
shows that the former are controversies with hellenistic Christians and not Jewish 
Christians as Buchler had maintained (art. cit. 39, n. 32). 

1 5Klein, Neue Beitrdge, 21, and Schlatter, Geschichte Israels 366. 
1 6Above, ch. 8, III. 
1 7 The relevant text and a discussion about its tradition is found in Neusner, Eliezer 

ben Hyrcanus, 1, 400-3. S. Lieberman, 'Roman Legal Institutions in early 
Rabbinics and the Acta Martyrum', JQR 35(1944) 1-57, esp. 19-24, dates the episode 
before Trajan's letter to Pliny. It is unlikely to have happened after his excommuni
cation, against Herford, Christianity, 142, since his disciples gathered around him. 

1 8 On the dating and the original text of the birkath ha-minim, which apparently 
included Jewish Christians, cf. K.G. Kuhn, Achtzehngebet, und Vaterunser und der 
Reim, Tubingen, 1950, 18ff; cf. also W. Davies, Setting of the Sermon on the Mount, 
274-6. 

1 9 M. Simon 'La migration a Pella. Legende ou Realite?' RSR 60(1972) = Judeo-
Christianisme. Recherches historiques et theologiques offertes en homage au 
Cardinal Jean Danielou, 37-74, taking special account of the arguments against its 
historicity advanced by J. Munck, 'Jewish Christianity in post-Apostolic Times' 
NTS 6(1959/60) 103-116, esp. 103f; G. Strecker, Das Judenchristentum in den 
Pseudoclementinen, Berlin 1958, esp. 229-31; and Brandon, Jesus and the Zealots, 
21 Of; Simon proposes changing the date to 62 C.E. immediately after the death of 
James, and this would not do any violence to Eusebius, since he (or Hegesippus?) 
has linked the episode to the outbreak of the Jewish war in a tendentious manner, 
pointing to the judgment of God on Judaism. 

2 0 Simon, 'La migration', 52f, argues that the accounts of the election of Symeon, 
the son of Clophas as James' successor, (Eusebius, Eccles. Hist. 3, 11; 4, 22) at least 
indicate the return of some Jerusalem Christians, even though the church was sub
sequently subordinate to that of Caesarea. Eusebius' account could then be seen 
as an attempt to establish its orthodoxy over against the Ebionites. H. von Campen-
hausen, 'The Authority of Jesus' relatives in the Early Church' in Jerusalem and 
Rome, H. von Campenhausen and H. Chadwick, Facet Books, History Series 4, 
Philadelphia, Fortress, 1966, 1-19, regards the whole account as based on the con
cerns of Eusebius' own day, and is at pains to show that the idea of episcopal suc
cession that is suggested is a later fabrication. Even granting this however, the 
reports at least indicates a Jerusalem church after 70, and Simon's point would still 
be valid., 

2 1 The adjectives Nafwpatos and Na f apr/v6s appear in the gospels and Ac, the former 
being preferred by Lk, Mt and Jn and the latter by Mk. As applied to Jesus it is 
equivalent to 6 M NafapkB (cf. Ac 2:22 with 10:37; Mt 26:71 with 21:11; 2:3). Tr is 
natural therefore to derive the name Nazoraioi as applied to the early Christians from 
the native place of their founder, despite various attempts to discredit such a deriva
tion. G.F. Moore, 'Nazarene and Nazareth', Appendix B, The Beginnings of 
Christianity, 1, 426-32, has responded to such attempts. He notes that the name for 
Jesus in Jewish sources is^linJIl W* and even though a problem arises as to how 
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can be rendered by f in Greek, Moore believes that no more recondite argument 
is required than the false linking of Nafrjpcuos with Nafipaios (nazir), something 
that would have been facilitated if Epiphanius is correct about the pre-Christian 
Jewish sect of the Nafapcuoi. Cf. also Harnack, Mission and Expansion, 401-3, n. 1. 

2 2 H.J. Schoeps, Theologie und Geschichte des Judenchristentums, Tubingen, 
Mohr, 1949, 19f, following A. Schmidke, Neue Fragmente zu den Judenchristlichen 
Evangelien, Leipzig 1911, (T.U. 37,1), rejects this report as nothing but a collection 
of different traditions, fused together here by Epiphanius, but with little historical 
value beyond the fact that there was a 'great church' group of Nazoraioi in Beroa. 
He thus identifies the Nazoraioi and the Ebionites of Transjordan. However, this 
seems an unnecessary rejection of all the evidence concerning the Nazoraioi, for, as 
A. Hilgenfeldt had pointed out, they are decidedly different from the Nasaraeans of 
ch. XIX, Judentum und Judenchristentum, Reprint Darmstadt, 1966, 83-9, esp. 87. 
Besides the heretical, 'zum teil', Ebionite views of the Nazoraioi are not as evident 
as Schoeps maintains. Simon, 'La migration' 47-9, argues that the Christian Na
zoraioi are the continuation of the Jerusalem church, whereas the Ebionites are one 
element of that church, mingled with the pre-Christian Nasaraeans, who also wanted 
to claim their parentage in the Jerusalem church and had their own version of this 
in the Ps.-Clementine literature. A.F.J. Klijn, T h e Study of Jewish Christianity', 
NTS 20(1974/5) 419-31, esp. 429f, avoids the term heretical and speaks of vulgar 
Christianity, sharing a variety of ideas partly influenced by religious developments 
in the Greco-Roman world. 

2SJerome, De Vir. Illus. 3, also located them in Boroa, but J.N.D. Kelly, Jerome New 
York, Harper and Row, 1975, 65, believes that he did not have access to their gospel, 
despite his claims, for he could not have failed to notice the discrepancies with 
Matthew's. 

2 4 P. Vielhauer, 'Jewish Christian Gospels', in New Testament Apocrypha, ed. 
R. Hennecke and W. Schneemelcher, English trans., London, Lutterworth 1963 
and 65, 1, 117-65, following M. Dibelius, From Tradition to Gospel, English trans., 
New York, Scribner, 21, thinks that the gospel of the Nazoraioi is an expansion in Ara
maic of Greek Mt, since from the point of view of traditionsgeschichte its expansions 
are secondary and not reflections of an Ur-Matthaus. However, A.F.J. Klijn, 
'Jerome's Quotations from a Nazoraean Interpretation of Isaiah', Judeo-C hristian-
isme, 241-55, has correctly pointed out that a common background of sources, re
worked in different circles, would best explain the similarities and differences in 
the use of Is by Mt and the Gospel of the Nazoraeans. Cf. in particular his conclusions 
and suggestions, 254f. Vielhauer's view is based on a too rigid notion of what con
stitutes a tendency or development of a tradition. 

2 5Schoeps, Theologie und Geschichte, 14-21, arguing for the use of the Ps-
Clementines as a source for Ebionite history; cf. beiow n.36. Cf. also Hilgenfeldt. 
Judentum und Judenchristentum and A.F.J. Klijn and G.J. Reinink, Patristic 
Evidence for Jewish-Christian Sects, Leiden, 1973. 

2 6 J. Fitzmyer, 'The Qumran Scrolls, The Ebionites, and their Literature', orig
inally published in TS 16(1955) 335-72, reprinted in Essays, 435-80, from which 
page references are given; here 438. 

2 7 Thus Fitzmyer, 'The Qumran Scrolls', 444ff, n. 17, following J. Thomas, Le 
Mouvment Baptiste en Palestine et Syrie, (150 a. J.-C. -300 apr. J.-C), Gembloux, 
Ducolet, 171-83, against Schoeps, who seeks to exclude all gnostic influences from 
the Ebionites, attributing them to the Elchesaites instead. As Fitzmyer notes, 
Epiphanius is aware of a difference between Ebion and the later Ebionites, which 
may be due to these latter's contact with the Elchesaites. 

2 8Fitzmyer, 'The Qumran Scrolls', 442-4, even though he admits that there is 
some difficulty with the identification. 

2 9 This is correctly observed by L.E. Elliot-Binns, Galilean Christianity, S.B.T. 16. 
London, S.C.M. 1956,65, against those who assume such a mission, e.g. Schmithals, 
Paul and James, 35, Kasting, Die Anfdnge, 67, Lohmeyer, Galilaa und Jerusalem, 68. 
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3 0Cf. above, n. 20 on the continuing influence in the family. 
3 1Klijn, 'Jerome's Quotations from a Nazoraean Interpretation of Isaiah'. 
3 2Klijn, 'Jerome's Quotations ?, 244; cf. Jerome, In Isaiam, 121. Symmachus 

seems to regard Galilee as border country, translating Joel 3:4 Bpia, and Ez 47:8 
T6 tieOdpLOP T6 CLVCLTOXIKOV. This suggests to Schoeps, Theologie und Geschichte, 275, 
n. 2, that he himself lived in the north or east of Palestine. 

3 3Klijn, 'Jerome's Quotations', 250, n. 46, suggests that this indicates a time when 
they had broken with official Judaism. 

3 4Fitzmyer, 'The Qumran Scrolls', 476f, and his more recent, 'Jewish Christianity 
in Acts' in the Light of the Qumran Scrolls', Essays, 271-303, esp. 284-8. 

3 5Cf. Theissen's underlining of the socio-economic situation presumed by the 
Jesus' sayings, 'Wanderradikalismus'. 

3 6 This is the burden of a lengthy excursus in Schoeps, 'Die Frage Ebionetischer 
Acta Apostolorum', Theologie und Geschichte, 381-456. For a survey of the source 
criticism study of the Ps-Clementines in general, and his own cautious remarks 
about the feasibility of the enterprise, cf. Fitzmyer, 'The Qumran Scrolls', 447-53. 
More recenty J.L. Martyn, 'Clementine Recognitions, 1, 33-71, Jewish Christianity 
and the Fourth Gospel', in God's Christ and His People, 265-93, has reopened the 
question with special attention to a possible relation between the Recognitions 
and the tradition of the Fourth Gospel. He concludes that the author of Recognitions 
knew canonical Acts and a piece of tradition, also known in the community of the 
Fourth Gospel, which had been fashioned in the situation of Jewish Christians 
being tried before the Beth Din. The author, a skillful literateur, reworked these into 
a vivid account, but this should not mislead us to think that he was preserving ac
curate information from the first century, (p. 391). 

3 7Above, ch. 7, n. 89. 
3 8Martyn, 'Clementine Recognitions', 295, n. 58, notes this evidence also, but is 

doubtful if it can be made to mean that the Fourth Gospoel was read and interpreted 
by non-gnosticizing Jewish Christians. 

89 The Theology of Saint Luke. This study is partly based on his earlier, unpub
lished Tubingen dissertation (1951), Die Geographischen Vorstellungen im Luka-
sevangelium. Several studies of R. H. Lightfoot had already raised the question 
in the English speaking world: Locality and Doctrine in the Gospels, London, 1938; 
The Gospel Message of Mark, Oxford Paperback, 1962. 

4 0 Hengel, 'Zwischen Jesus und Paulus', 164, n. 48, writes: 'Die Evangelien geben 
fur unsere Kenntnis galilaischer Gemeinden kaum etwas her, sondern nur fur das 
Wirken Jesu in Galilaa'; cf. Lohmeyer, Galilaa und Jerusalem, 13f, and W. Marxsen, 
Der Evangelist Markus. Studien zur Redaktionsgeschichte des Evangeliums, 
FRLANT 67, Gottingen 1956, 12-4; G. Schille, 'Die Topographie des Markusevan-
geliums, ihre Hintergriinde und ihre Einordnung', ZDPV 73(1957) 133-66, esp 138f. 

41 Galilaa und Jerusalem, 27. Stemberger, 'Galilee—Land of Salvation?' 415-21, 
shows that there is no warrant for such an extended understanding of Galilee, 
either in Mark or the contemporary sources. 

42 Der Evangelist Markus, 54f, 76; Introduction to the New Testament, English 
trans. Oxford, Blackwell, 1968, 138f; Davies, The Gospel and the Land, 222-35, 
effectively critiques the view of N. Wieder, The Judaean Scrolls and Karaism, 
London, 1962, that Galilee was the place of the Messiah according to Karaite sources; 
Klijn, 'Jerome's Quotations' 251, n. 46, cites the Gospel of the Hebrews to the effect 
that because the Galilean tribes were first into exile, they would be the first to receive 
the light of salvation, but he doubts if there was any explicit mention of Galilee 
in the text in question. 

4 3 Der Evangelist Markus, 35-59; Lohmeyer, Galilaa und Jerusalem, 26; J. M. 
van Cangh, 'La Galilee dans l'Evangile de Marc: un Lieu Theologique?', RB 
79(1972) 59-76, esp. 68-72. Stemberger's attempt to challenge this position is not 
altogether successful, since even when some references can plausibly be attributed 
to the tradition, they too must be interpreted in the light of the overall emphasis 
of the finished work. ('Galilee—Land of Salvation', 431-5). 
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4 4 MA 9:30, the second prediction of the passion taking place 'in secret' in Galilee 
does not contradict this position, but rather confirms it since it points to the future 
when the Galilean gospel will be understood in the light of the Jerusalem experience. 
The verse is certainly redactional as N. Perrin, What is Redaction Criticism? Phila
delphia, Fortress 1969, 44, shows. 

45Cf. B. Metzger and others, A Textual Commentary on the Greek New Testament, 
United Bible Societies, London and New York, 1970, 122-6; W. Farmer, The Last 
Twelve Verses of Mark, S.N.T.S. Monographs 25, Cambridge. Univ. Press, after 
examining internal and external evidence favours the view that the long ending 
comes from the redactor, Mark. 

4 6 A number of recent studies stress the importance of ebayyk\iov as determinative 
of the content of Mark, pointing out that at 8:35 and 10:39, losing one's life or doing 
something for the sake of ( iv&cev ) Jesus and the gospel are equiparated. Cf. Marxsen, 
Der Evangelist Markus, 83-92; P. Lamarche, 'Commencement de l'Evangile de Jesus 
Christ/NRT 102( 1970) 1024-36; R. Schnackenburg, 'Das Evangelium im Verstandnis 
des altesten Evangelisten' in Orientierung an Jesus. Zur Theologie der Synoptiker, 
ed. P. Hoffmann, Freiburg, 1973, 309-24, esp. 317f; L. Keck, 'The Introduction 
to Mark's Gospel', NTS 12(1966) 352-70. 

4 7 In my study, The Twelve: Disciples and Apostles. An Introduction to the 
Theology of the First Three Gospels, London, Sheed and Ward, 1968, 63-72 and 
81-90,1 have discussed the redactional activity of Mark in terms of the location and 
formulation of this passage. 

4 8 For a discussion of the tradition and redaction of these verses, both stressing 
the pre-Markan Vorlage, cf. L. Keck, 'Mk 3:7-12 and Markan Christology', JBL 
84(1965) 341-58; K. Stock, Boten aus dem Mit-Ihm Sein, Analecta Biblica 70, Rome, 
P.I.B. Press, 1975, 55-65. The number of textual variants are already indicative of 
the awkwardness of the redactional activity, which has not been recognised by 
Taylor, The Gospel according to St. Mark, 55, n. 37, who tries to remove the diffi
culty by ignoring the difference between Galilee and the other places mentioned. 

4 9 T h i s point was already forcefully made by J.M. Robinson, The Problem of 
History in Mark, SBT 21, London, S.C.M., 1957. More recently the disciples in 
Mark have been the focus of much attention as indicative of the Markan ecclesiology: 
T. Weeden, 'The Heresy that necessitated Mark's Gospel', ZNW 59(1968) 145-58; 
P. S. Minear, 'Audience Criticism and Markan Ecclesiology' in Neues Testament 
und Geschichte, Festschrift Oscar Cullman, Tubingen, Mohr, 1972, 79-90; E. Best, 
'The Role of the Disciples in Mark' NTS 23(1977) 377-401. 

5 0'Topographie des Markusevangeliums', 137f, and elsewhere in his writings; 
for a presentation and critique of Schille's method of gospel study, cf. W. Feneberg, 
Der Markusprolog. Studien zur Formbestimmung des Evangeliums, SANT 36, 
Munich, Kosel, 1974, 79-119. 

5 1 H . Clark Kee, Community of the New Age. Studies in Mark's Gospel, Phila
delphia, Westminster, 1977, 100-105. 

5 2 Cf. Mt 5:1; 15:29; 17:1. Davies, Setting of the Sermon on the Mount, 60, after a 
careful examination of the arguments for an exodus typology in Mt, doubts that 
there is any conscious reference to Sinai. 

5 3 K. Stendahl, 'Quis et Unde? An Analysis of Mt 1-2', in Judentum, Urchristentum, 
Kirche, 94-105, esp. 97-9; R. Brown, The Birth of the Messiah, New York, Doubleday, 
1977, esp. 179f develops Stendahl's insight further, that Matthew's concern in ch. 2 
is to answer the type of objection encountered in Jn l:45f; 7:52, namely ubi? (where?) 
and unde? (whence?) does the Messiah come from. Earlier 106f, he had pointed to 
the literary links between Mt 2:22f and 4:12-16, suggesting the same concerns for 
the start of the ministry—the transfer to Caphernaum is substantiated by the 
expression 666v 0aXd<r<n/s in the Scripture text. 

5 4 This would appear to be a favourite verb of Matthew, probably reflecting the 
theological move from Israel to the nations as a theme of his work: Mt 2:12.13.14.22; 
4:12; 9:24; 12:15; 14:13; 27:5; that is 9 times, compared with one usage each by Mark 
and John and two by Luke in Ac. 

5 5 Cf. Herford, Christianity in Talmud and Midrash, 215. 
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5 6 G. Foerster, 'Notes on Recent Excavations at Caphernaum', IEJ 21(1971)207-11, 
is critical of V. Corbo's too ready assumption that he has uncovered a first century 
house church beneath the octagonal building of a later date, The House of St. Peter 
at Caphernaum, Publications of the Studium Biblicum Franciscanum 5, Jerusalem 
1969. According to Foerster the hall which Corbo claims to have been the church 
shows no signs that it was a place of worship in the first century. 

5 7 K. Stendahl, The School of St. Matthew, Philadelphia, Fortress, 2 ed. 104-6. He 
suggests that an alternative explanation for the change might be the monotony of 
the double KaJd-ntxevos. 

5 8 This has been pointed out in particular by G. Strecker, 'The Concept of History 
in Matthew', JAAR 25(1967) 220-30, esp. 221f, who sees the use of O.T. quotations 
in relation to the various geographical locations of the gospel—Bethlehem, Egypt, 
Nazareth, Caphernaum—as a sign of the author's 'historicizing' tendency to show 
that the promises of God have been fulfilled in the past life of Jesus. 

5 9 For an analysis cf. The Twelve, 72-7. 
6 0 D.R.A. Hare, The Theme of Jewish Persecution of Christians in the Gospel 

according to St. Matthew, S.N.T.S. monographs 6, Cambridge, Univ. Press, 1967, 
esp. ch. 3, shows that it is Christian missionaries that are being persecuted, but 
assigns the persecution to the past (167-71). R. Hummel, Die Auseinandersetzung 
zwischen Kirche und Judentum im Matthdusevangelium, 26-33, claims that the 
gospel must have been written before the introduction of the birkath ha-minim, 
against G. Kilpatrick, The Origins of the Gospel according to St. Matthew, Oxford, 
Clarendon, 1946, 11Of, who had pointed to the constant reference to 'their syna
gogues' 4:23; 9:35; 10:17; 12:9; 13:54; 23:34. Hummel argues that there is no hint 
of excommunication in Mt where we might expect it, e.g., 5:11 (cf.&<£optfeiv Lk 6:22), 
and 23:2f where Matthew presupposes Pharisaic control of the synagogue but is 
antagonistic towards their attitude, not their position. Davies, The Setting of the 
Sermon on the Mount, 256-315, discusses the relation of Mt to Jamnia Judaism, 
esp. 295f for the rabbinic decrees about Syria. 

6 1 W . Trilling, Das Wahre Israel. Studien zur Theologie des Matthdus-Evan-
geliums SANT 10, Munich, Kosel, 1964, 130-7, deals with Matthew's redaction of 
the Markan geographic data. Mt 15:29-31 = Mk 7:31-7, the introduction to the second 
feeding miracle, is particularly significant, for even though the setting is in the 
region of Tyre and Sidon (15:21), the only occasion in Mt where Jesus works outside 
Israel, we hear him utter his most particularistic saying of all, 15:24, and the 
crowds that are healed glorify the God of Israel, 15:31. 

6 2 Trilling, Das Wahre Israel, 102f, ascribes the particularism to the apologetic 
concerns of the author. Hare, The Theme of Jewish Persecution, 102 and 127, thinks 
that awkdpia is a Diaspora rather than a Palestinian institution, on the basis of 
War 2:273. 

6iEretz Israel is the constant rabbinic expression for Palestine, and it may well 
be this fact that influences Matthew's usage in this chapter; cf. Strack-Billerbeck, 
Kommentar zum Neuen Testament, 1, 90. Matthew also uses the expression 
71) 'lapaiiX at 2:20.21. According to.Stendahl, The School of St. Mathew, 104, this 
may explain a minor change in Is 8:23f, when he writes *P> for xwpa (LXX)at4:15. 

6 4 The verbal and thematic links between Mt 10 and 23 are striking as I have 
noted in The Twelve, 180; cf. also Hare, The Theme of Jewish Persecution, 80-96. 
For him Mt 10:23 is a 'fulfilled prophecy' because of the recurrence of the motif 
at 23:34. 

6 5Cf. recent discussion of the question in J. Meier, 'Nations or Gentiles in Mt 
28:19', CBQ 39(1977) 94-102. 

6 6 Trilling, Das Wahre Israel, 135, opts for the larger territory, while Hare, 
The Theme of Jewish Persecution, 168, mentions Antioch and other Syrian cities. 
For a full discussion cf. W. Kummel, Introduction to the New Testament, English 
trans. London, S.C.M., 1966, 84. 

6 7 Conzelmann, The Theology of St. Luke, 18-94, esp. 40f and 69f. 
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6 8 Davies, The Gospel and the Land, 249f; S. Brown,Apostacy and Perseverance 
in the Theology of Luke, Analecta Biblica 36, Rome, P.I.B. press, 1969, 6-12, both 
pointing to such passages as Lk 10:18; 11:14-22; 13:11-17. 

69 The Gospel and the Land, 247f. 
70 The Theology of St. Luke, 65 and 68. In regard to the former passage he suggests 

that Luke does not locate the journey in Samaria, since elsewhere, e.g., after the 
rejection at Nazareth and Gadara, Jesus does not return. However it seems difficult 
to interpret ds krkpap KU>MV of 9:56 in any other way except another Samaritan 
village. He also seems to minimise the reference to Herod, i.e. Galilee, in the second 
passage, by ascribing it to the tradition, and claiming that the notice serves only to 
highlight the theological necessity of the journey for Luke. Admittedly, Lk 17:11, 
5td ftkaov Sa/uap«ta$ *at TaXtXatas , does seem to support his view that for Luke 
Galilee and Judaea were adjacent, with Samaria a border country of each. Yet even 
in this instance the mention of Samaria first is strange unless Luke believes that 
the journey is now in Samaria, and Galilee is referred to for the reason proposed 
below, n. 72. 

7 1 It is the birth at Bethlehem that causes him more concern, resulting in the 
confused account of the census. Cf. Brown, The Birth of the Messiah, 413f and 547-55. 

7 2 Judaea alone is judged to be the lectio difficilior by the editors of The Greek 
New Testament, giving it the rating (B); cf. A Textual Commentary, 137. Con
zelmann appears to be somewhat inconsistent here: on the one hand he argues that 
Judaea alone is the correct reading for Jesus' sphere of activity at Lk 4:44 (p. 40f), 
yet claims that Galilee, Judaea, Jerusalem is a fixed pattern for Luke on the basis 
of 6:19 (sic, 5:17?), Ac 1:18 (sic, Ac 1:22?), Ac 10:37-9 (p. 43, n. 3). The fact that 
Tacitus, Annal. XII, 54; Josephus, Ant 12:421; 13:174; War 1:309; and Pliny, Nat. 
Hist. V, 68, all use Judaea in this official Roman sense lends weight to our sug
gestion. Cf. above, n. 6. 

73 The Theology of St. Luke, 86, n. 1, without any reference to language or style. 
7 4 It would be wrong to see the apparent concentration on Galilee to the exclu

sion of other areas in the first half of the gospel as a sign of Luke's symbolic under
standing of the region. Bethsaida is mentioned at 9:10, even though it lay outside 
Galilee, and Jesus visited the country of the Gerasenes (8:26) which is described as 
being opposite Galilee. The mention of Tyre and Sidon in the source Mark (7:24-31) 
that does not appear in Luke is part of the 'great omission'. This leaves the absence 
of Caesarea Philippi (Mk 8:27 missing at Lk 9:18) alone unexplained. 

7 5 Cf. my The Twelve, 218-55, and G. Klein, Die Zwblf Apostel. Ursprung und 
Gehalt einer Idee, FRLANT 77, Gottingen 1961, esp. 202-17, though with very 
different explanations of the Lukan emphasis on the Twelve as the only apostles, 
to the virtual exclusion of Paul. 

7 6 R. E. Brown, 'Johannine Ecclesiology—The Community's Origins', Inter
pretation 31(1977) 379-93 in discussion with J. L. Martyn, 'Glimpses into the 
History of the Johannine Community' in L'Evangile de Jean: Sources, Redaction, 
Theologie, M. de Jonge ed. BETL 44, Gembloux, Ducolot, 1977, 149-75^ and 
G. Richter, 'Prasentische und futurische Eschatologie im 4 Evangelium', in 
Gegenwart und Kommendes Reich: Schulergabe Anton Vbgtle zum 65 Geburtstag, 
ed. P. Fiedler and D. Zeller, Stuttgart, Katholisches Biblewerk, 1975, 117-52. 

7 7 R. A. Culpepper, The Johannine School, S.B.L. Dissertation Ser. 26, Missoula, 
Scholars' Press, 1975; E. S. Fiorenza, 'The Quest for the Johannine School: the 
Apocalypse and the Fourth Gospel', NTS 23(1977) 402-28. 

7 8 J. A. T. Robinson had argued for this position in 'A New Look at the Fourth 
Gospel', in Twelve New Testament Essays, SBT 34, London, S.C.M., 1962, 94-106, 
against C. H. Dodd, The Interpretation of the Fourth Gospel, Cambridge, Univ. 
Press, 1953, who locates it in a hellenistic milieu. More recently C. K. Barrett has 
discussed the question in The Gospel of John and Judaism, Philadelphia, Fortress, 
1975, claiming that it is part Jewish, part Gentile in its concerns, 19. Cf. also, 
J. L. Martyn, History and Theology in the Fourth Gospel, New York, Harper and 



388 GALILEE FROM ALEXANDER T H E GREAT T O HADRIAN 

Row, 1963, and more recently, 'Glimpses', arguing for a strong interaction between 
the Johannine community and post-70 Judaism. On the question of the topography 
of the gospel in relation to its theological concerns cf. K. Kundsin, Topologische 
Uberlieferungsstoffe im J ohannes-Evangelium: Eine Untersuchung, FRLANT 
22, Gottingen, 1925; R. T. Fortna, 'Theological Use of Locale in the Fourth 
Gospel' in Gospel Studies in Honor of S. E. Johnson, Ang. theol. Rev. Suppl. ser. 
3, ed. M. Shepphard and E. C. Hobbs, March 1974, 58-95. 

7 9 Thus W.A. Meeks, The Prophet-King. Moses Tradition and the Fourth Gospel, 
Suppl. Nov. Test. XIV, Leiden, Brill, 1967, esp. 216-57 on Moses as prophet-king 
in the Samaritan sources; E.D. Freed, 'Did John write his Gospel partly to win 
Samaritan Converts?', Nov. Test. 12(1970) 241-56; C H . Scobie, 'The Origins and 
Development of Samaritan Christianity', NTS 19(1973) 390-414, esp. 401-8. Cf. 
also n. 81 for the views of O. Cullmann. 

8 0 Brown, 'Johannine Ecclesiology', 390f. W.A. Meeks, 'The Man from Heaven 
in Johannine Sectarianism', JBL 91(1972) 44-72, has argued most convincingly 
for a sense of alienation within the Johannine community as instrumental in 
shaping the unique Christological myth of the descending/ascending redeemer. 
However, insofar as Meeks' stress on the isolation of the group would seem to 
exclude any sense of mission in the Fourth Gospel, we cannot fully accept his thesis. 

8 1 This connection has been argued strongly by O. Cullmann, in a number of his 
publications: 'L'Opposition contre le temple de Jerusalem: motif commun de la 
theologie johannique et du monde ambiant', NTS 5(1958) 157-173; 'La Samarie 
et les origines de la mission Chretienne. Qui sont l'alloi de Jean IV, 38' in Annuaire 
del 'Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, Paris, 1953/4, and most recently in The 
Johannine Circle, Philadelphia, Westminster, 1976, 43 and 87. 

8 2 Meeks, The Prophet King, 313f; also, 'Galilee and Jerusalem in the Fourth 
Gospel', JBL 85(1966) 159-69, esp. 168. 

8 3Martyn, 'Glimpses', 152f. 
8 4 A. Feuillet, 'The Second Cana Miracle', in Johannine Studies, English trans. 

New York, Alba House, 1964, 39-52. 
8 5 Thus Meeks, The Prophet King, 40; 'Galilee and Jerusalem', 163. 
86 John, I, 187f. 
8 7 R.T. Fortna. The Gospel of Signs: A Reconstruction of the Narrative Source 

Underlying the Fourth Gospel, S.N.T.S. Monographs 11, Cambridge, Univ. 
Press, 1970, 40, and 'Source and Redaction in the Fourth Gospel's Portrayal of 
Jesus' Signs', JBL 89(1970) 151-66, esp. 153, regards the traditional phrase 
artfjLela KO.1 rkpara as a description of an inadequate approach in terms of the Fourth 
Gospel's understanding of Jesus' signs. 

8 8 'Galilee and Jerusalem', 160f, with a discussion of the possible irony of these 
verses. 

8 9Above, ch. 6, n. 67. Cf. however, the corrective of Meeks' position regarding the 
importance of these two titles for John suggested by M. de Jonge, 'Jesus as Prophet 
and King in the Fourth Gospel', ETL 49(1973) 160-77, who claims that 'Jesus' 
kingship and his prophetic mission are both redefined in terms of the unique 
relationship between Father and Son', (p. 162). 

9 0 The fact that Caphernaum is regarded by the Evangelist as a Jewish rather 
than a Christian center (Jn 6:59) would explain the emergence of Cana as the place 
of the revelation of Jesus' glory (2:11; 4:46). Cf. Kundsin, Topologische Uber
lieferungsstoffe, 69-71, endorsed by Fortna, 'Theological Use of Locale', 76, n. 61. 

9 1 Above ch. 6, section II and ch. 8, section III. 
9 2 This is one of the main criticisms that can be levelled at Vermes' study, Jesus 

the Jew. A subsequent volume is promised that will study the teaching of Jesus 
against the Galilean background, but already by focusing on the deeds alone and 
the suggested parallels with the hasid tradition the lines would appear to have been 
irrevocably drawn. More recently M. Smith, Jesus the Magician, New York, 
Harper and Row, 1978, has interpreted the gospel material against the background 
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of magic in the ancient world and the opinions that circulated about Jesus among 
'outsiders', as distinct from the official 'revised' version of the gospels. He argues 
that Jesus fits perfectly the role of the magician and was so understood by his con
temporaries. Irrespective of one's opinion of the relevance of some, at least of 
the evidence that Smith has marshaled to prove his case and the validity of some 
of his historical reconstruction and argumentation, the fact that his treatment of 
the tradition about Jesus' teaching is brief and dismissive (pp. 22f. 129-37) causes 
concern about the objectivity of his approach. On the other hand the 'Scandinavian 
approach' of H. Reisenfeld, The Gospel Tradition and its Beginnings. A Study in 
the Limits of Formgeschichte, London 1957 and B. Gerhardson, Memory and 
Manuscript. Oral Tradition and Written Transmission in Rabbinic Judaism and 
Early Christianity, Lund, Gleerup, 1961, while restoring a balance in gospel 
studies, has been rightly criticized for imposing too rigid a pattern on early 
Christian tradition. Cf. the criticism of Davies, Setting of the Sermon on the 
Mount, 464-80, and Gerhardson's recent reply to his critics, Die Anfdnge der 
Evangeliontradition, Wuppertal, Brockhaus, 1977. 

9 3 LA 24:19 expresses this popular idea well: kvqp irpo^rfrris 8war6s kv ipyy KCLI 

\6y(f>. According to Ac 7:22 the contemporary view of Moses was that he too 
shared gifts of wisdom and mighty deeds. Cf. in detail K. Berger, 'Die koniglichen 
Messiastraditionen des Neuen Testaments', NTS 20( 1973) 1 -45, where the charismatic 
and wisdom aspects of various New Testament christological titles are illustrated. 
Cf. also, M. Hengel, Nachfolge und Charisma. Eine Exegetisch-religionsgeschict-
liche Studie zu Mt 8,21 f, und Jesu Ruf in der Nachfolge, Beih. ZNW, Berlin, 
Toplemann, 1968. 

9 4 Cf. above, ch. 8, n. 103 and ch. 9, section I, ii, for evidence of Jewish miracle 
workers using the name of Jesus. Hengel, Nachfolge und Charisma, 73f, points 
to the gospel evidence for the popularity of the disciples healing activity in Galilee: 
Mk 6:31; Lk 10:17.19f. Cf. also, Smith, Jesus the Magician, 48 and 179, note on 
T. Hull 2:22f. 

9 5 This evidence from the gospels has been brilliantly analysed by Theissen in a 
number of his publications dealing with the social setting of the gospel tradition: 
'Wanderradikalismus',' "Wir haben alles verlassen" (Mk 10:28). Nachfolge und 
soziale Entwurzelung in der jiidisch-palastinischen Gesellschaft des 1 Jahrhunderts 
n. Ch.', Nov. Test. 19(1977) 161-96; Sociology of Early Palestinian Christianity, 
English trans. Philadelphia, Fortress, 1977. By contrast an earlier study of S.E. 
Johnson,' Jesus and First Century Galilee', in In Memoriam E. Lohmeyer, 73-88, 
though providing many useful insights, is ultimately inadequate because of 
insufficient attention to the socio-cultural situation in the province. 

9 6 Bultmann, The History of the Synoptic Tradition, 127f. For a recent informa
tive discussion stressing the control of prophetic words in the early community 
cf. J. Dunn, 'Prophetic T-Sayings and the Jesus Tradition: The Importance of 
Testing Utterances in Early Christianity', NTS 24(1978) 175-98; though cf. the 
critical approach of D. Hill, "On the Evidence for the Creative Role of Christian 
Prophets', NTS 20(1974) 262-74. Hengel, Nachfolge und Charisma, 91 f, cautiously 
endorses the suggestion of H. Schurmann, 'Die vorosterlichen Anfange der 
Logientradition' in H. Ristpw and K. Matthiae ed. Der historische Jesus und der 
kerygmatische Christus, Berlin 1916, 342-70, that some of the sayings have a 
Sitz im Leben Jesu in terms of the mission of the Twelve, without however going 
so far as to claim that Jesus had deliberately shaped his words so that they could 
be remembered. Cf. above n. 92. 

9 7 The question of the Q community and its Sitz im Leben has been much dis
cussed in recent writing without any definitive conclusions emerging. For good 
summaries of the current position cf. M. Devisch, 'Le Document Q, source de 
Matthieu. Problematique Actuelle', in L'Evangile selon Matthieu. Redaction et 
Theologie, ed. M. Didier BETL 24, Gembloux, Ducolot, 71-97, and more recently, 
R.A. Edwards, A Theology of Q Eschatology, Prophecy, Wisdom, Philadelphia, 
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Fortress, 1976, stressing the interconnection of the three motifs of the title in 
the Q material. The problem is compounded because of the difficulty in deciding 
the extent of Matthaean and Lukan redaction of possible Q material. From the 
present point of view the most interesting suggestions are those of P. Hoffmann, 
Studien zur Theologie der Logienquelle, Miinster, Aschendorff, 1972, suggesting 
that the community found itself in direct opposition to the Zealot ideology, and 
S. Schulz, Q. Die Spruchquelle der Evangelisten Zurich, Theologischer Verlag, 
1972, arguing for two layers to Q, one Palestinian, the other hellenistic. Needless 
to say neither view has won widespread acceptance. The study of Theissen promises 
to break new ground. He speaks of sympathisers of the charismatics within the 
local communities on the analogy of the Essenes (War 2:124ff), Sociology, 17 :23. 

9 8 The rural context of many of the instructions in the Epistle of James lead 
L.E. Elliot-Binns to attribute this work to Galilean Christians of an early period, 
even though he does not accept the ascription of the work to James, the brother 
of the Lord, Galilean Christianity, 45-53. There is no way of verifying such an 
hypothesis however, especially in view of the many unresolved questions about 
the work. Cf. M. Dibelius, James, English trans, of rev, German ed. Philadelphia, 
Fortress, 1976, 25, n. 73 warns against over-precision in attempting to locate the 
work in view of its lack of a distinctive theological point of view, something 
Lohmeyer, Galilaa und Jerusalem, 66f, has also attempted. The fact that there 
are a number of echoes of the sayings of Jesus in the letter might seem to support 
the position being developed here, namely that many of the sayings of Jesus were 
current in Galilean circles initially, yet as Davies, The Setting of the Sermon on 
the Mount, 401 ff, points out, it is curious that so few of these parallels are with 
Q sayings. 

"For a discussion of these two saying from the point of view of Christian 
prophecy cf. the studies of M. Eugene Boring: 'Christian Prophecy and Mt 10:23, 
A Test Exegesis', SBL Seminar Papers, ed. G. McRae, Missoula, Scholars' Press, 
1976, 127-34, and 'Christian Prophecy and Matthew 23:34-6'; A Test Exegesis', 
SBL Seminar Papers, ed P.J. Achtemeier, Missoula, Scholars Press, 1977, 117-26. 

1 0 0 Cf. Hengel's defense of the basic historicity of these mission accounts, 
Nachfolge und Charisma, 82-9. 

1 0 1 Hengel, 'Zwischen Jesus und Paulus', 200f, stresses the role of the Hellenists 
in regard to the translation, adaptation and transmission of the sayings of Jesus. 
However, he would not exclude an earlier Aramaic version also (cf. above n. 96). 
Schulz, Die Spruchquelle, has also advocated two different versions of Q, but with 
a too rigid notion of what constitutes hellenistic and Palestinian. 

1 0 2 This emigration might also explain the emphasis on the Dekapolis in Mk, 
already discussed above, n. 51. The pre-Markan catena of miracle stories could 
have originated among these prophets also, later to become associated with the 
areas to which they had migrated. This need not mean that Mark knew Q, though 
this is not a closed issue, but. only that the different types of material, sayings and 
narratives stem from the same group within early Christianity initially. Mt 8:5-13; 
Lk 7:1-10, the cure of the centurion's son indicates the presence of some miracle 
material in Q, despite the effort of Edwards, A Theology of Q 93f, to confine the Q 
element to the dialogue because of the narrative discrepancies. 

1 0 3Above, ch. 8, section II and ch. 9, n.60. 
1 0 4 'Other Sheep not of This Fold', 9f. 
1 0 5Fortna's attempt to reconstruct a detailed signs source behind the Fourth 

Gospel has been judged as less than totally successful by many scholars. Yet, as 
Brown, 'Johannine Ecclesiology', 385, notes, there were some stories of Jesus' 
miracle working activity available to the Evangelist and probably coming from 
the oldest layer of the gospel. These cannot have differed very much, either in tone 
or purpose from those which Mark had available to him. (Cf. above n. 102). Perhaps 
the theological and structural similarities between Mk and Jn that some scholars 
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have pointed to may be due to the fact that both were dealing in different ways 
with the same problem of an inadequate acceptance of Jesus, based on the activity 
of the wandering charismatics and their portrait of Jesus. 

106Lk 9:52f; Jn 4:9; Ant 20:118-36; War 2:232-46. 
1 0 7 Bultmann, The History of the Synoptic Tradition, 38f, believes that the 

adaptation was made because of the Synoptists' desire to introduce a Jew/Gentile 
element into the story. Cf. Fortna, The Gospel of Signs, 45, who attributes the 
adaptation to Q, and Brown, John, I, 190, who notes that the term paaiXiaicds does 
not preclude the official from being a soldier, since it is used for Herodian troops 
by Josephus, Life, 400. 

1 0 8 The missionary attitude of the Fourth Gospel has been noted by many 
scholars: Dodd, The Interpretation of the Fourth Gospel, Barrett, The Gospel 
of John and Judaism, 19f; G. McRae, T h e Fourth Gospel and Religionsgeschichte', 
CBQ 32(1970) 13-24. There is evidence of increased rabbinic concern with Samaria 
also, Neusner, Eliezer ben Hyrcanus 1, 41-3; 2, 348-50. Fortna comes nearest to 
our own position in regard to these concerns, Theological Use of Locale', 84-9, 
but without sufficient attention to the religious competition in Palestine in 
general, and Galilee in particular, in the post-70 period. 



RETROSPECT 
L o o k i n g b a c k over t h i s s t u d y of G a l i l e a n J u d a i s m , a n u m b e r 

of s i g n i f i c a n t a n s w e r s to t h e q u e s t i o n s p o s e d i n t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n 
h a v e e m e r g e d . T o c a t a l o g u e these briefly m a y serve as a f i t t i ng 
c o n c l u s i o n to o u r e n q u i r y . 

(1) D e s p i t e t h e fact t h a t o u r sou rces a re s i l en t for a n u m b e r of 
c e n t u r i e s i t does n o t s eem p r o b a b l e t h a t belief i n Y a h w e h a n d 
loya l ty to t h e I s rae l i t e r e l i g i o n w e r e ever to ta l ly des t royed i n 
t h e n o r t h e r n r e g i o n of P a l e s t i n e , e spec ia l ly a m o n g t h e c o u n t r y 
p e o p l e . T h e fact t h a t t h e S a m a r i t a n t e m p l e w a s n o t c o n s i d e r e d 
a n a t t r ac t ive a l t e r n a t i v e is itself i n d i c a t i v e of t he q u a l i t y of the i r 
a d h e r e n c e . As a r e su l t , t h e r e is l i t t l e o r n o ev idence for t h e ' j u d a i -
s i n g ' of t h e n o r t h by t h e c o n q u e r i n g H a s m o n a e a n s o n c e t h e 
ba r r i e r s of t h e G r e e k ci t ies h a d been des t royed . R a t h e r , G a l i l e a n 
J u d a i s m w a s n o w p o l i t i c a l l y r e u n i t e d w i t h w h a t h a d a l w a y s 
b e e n i ts c u l t u r a l a n d r e l i g i o u s cen te r . 

(2) W h i l e h e l l e n i s m , espec ia l ly i n t e r m s of l a n d - o w n e r s h i p 
a n d c o n t r o l over t h e p r o d u c e of t h e l a n d , m a d e its full i m p a c t i n 
G a l i l e e as w e l l as e l s e w h e r e i n t h e P t o l e m a i c a n d Se l euc id p e r i o d 
a c o n s i d e r a b l e n u m b e r of G a l i l e a n p e a s a n t s w o u l d a p p e a r to 
h a v e m a i n t a i n e d s o m e t e n u o u s l i n k s w i t h t h e l a n d . T h i s w a s to 
p r o v e a very s i g n i f i c a n t factor i n t he i r s u b s e q u e n t p o l i t i c a l a n d 
r e l i g i o u s r e s p o n s e s , b u t i t a l s o c o n t r i b u t e d to a de f in i t e fee l ing 
of a l i e n a t i o n t o w a r d s t h e c i t ies , even , o r p e r h a p s m o r e espec ia l ly , 
w h e n these w e r e J e w i s h f o u n d a t i o n s b u t w i t h a r i s t oc ra t i c b ias , 
e i t h e r S a d d u c e a n ( S e p p h o r i s ) o r H e r o d i a n ( T i b e r i a s ) . 

(3) G a l i l e a n p o l i t i c a l a t t i t u d e s w e r e n o t a t a l l so r ad i ca l 
o r s h a r p l y de f i ned as h a s of ten b e e n sugges t ed . G a l i l e a n J u d a i s m 
h a d for l o n g l e a r n e d to l ive w i t h t h e n o n - J e w , a n d w h e n g iven 
t h e o p p o r t u n i t y by G a b i n i u s s h o w e d n o g r e a t des i re to e s t ab l i sh 
itself i n i n d e p e n d e n c e f rom its n a t u r a l c u l t u r a l a n d c u l t i c center , 
J e r u s a l e m . T h e g r o w i n g d i s sa t i s f ac t ion w i t h R o m a n r u l e a t t h e 
cen t e r w a s c u s h i o n e d s o m e w h a t for t h e G a l i l e a n s , espec ia l ly 
by t h e l o n g r e i g n of A n t i p a s , a n d so Z e a l o t i s m g o t a c a u t i o u s 
r e s p o n s e w i t h i n t h e p r o v i n c e . I t w a s i n e v i t a b l y e m b r o i l e d in 
t h e r evo l t a g a i n s t R o m e , o n c e a J e w i s h g o v e r n o r a r r i ved the re 
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a n d h a d to bear its full s h a r e of t h e R o m a n c o n q u e s t . T h e re
s i s tance w i t h i n t h e p r o v i n c e w a s eas i ly c o n t a i n e d by t h e R o m a n s 
h o w e v e r a n d t h o u g h the i r h a n d l i n g of t h e s i t u a t i o n w a s a t first 
efficiently b r u t a l , i n t h e s u b s e q u e n t s e t t l e m e n t G a l i l e e m a y h a v e 
fared bet ter t h a n J u d a e a . 

(4) As c o u n t r y p e o p l e for t h e m o s t p a r t t h e G a l i l e a n s w e r e 
m o r e l ikely to h a v e b e e n i n f l u e n c e d by p o p u l a r h e l l e n i s t i c 
sync re t i sm r a t h e r t h a n by G r e e k p h i l o s o p h i c a l ideas . Yet t h e 
a v a i l a b l e ev idence s t r o n g l y s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e J e r u s a l e m t e m p l e 
c o n t i n u e d to exerc ise a p o w e r f u l a t t r a c t i o n for t h e m , a n d t h i s 
w a s ab l e to exp res s itself i n p i l g r i m a g e s a n d a g e n e r a l o b s e r v a n c e 
of t h e t i thes . I t m a y be t h a t for t h e m t h e t e m p l e ' s a t t r a c t i o n w a s 
r e l a t ed to the i r s t r u g g l e for t h e l a n d a n d i ts p r o d u c e , a n d h e n c e 
w e f ind G a l i l e a n s as m i l i t a n t as t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of a n y o t h e r 
a r ea of t h e c o u n t r y o n t h e o c c a s i o n of t h e feasts, o n l y t o rever t 
to m u c h m o r e c a u t i o u s a n d less c o n s p i c i o u s a t t i t u d e s o n c e they 
h a d r e t u r n e d to t h e r e m o t e n e s s of v i l l a g e life. 

(5) As l o n g as t h e t e m p l e su rv ived , t h e ' o t h e r w a y ' of t h e 
halakhah h a d l i t t l e a t t r a c t i o n for t h e c o u n t r y p e o p l e , a n d t h e r e 
were few P h a r i s a i c scr ibes ac t ive i n t h e p r o v i n c e t h o u g h occa
s i o n a l a t t e m p t s to e x t e n d the i r i n f l u e n c e to t h e r e g i o n c a n be 
seen f rom t h e m i n i s t r y of J e s u s a n d t h e m i s s i o n of J o h a n a n b e n 
Z a k k a i . T h i s is u n d e r s t a n d a b l e s ince P h a r i s a i s m as a w a y of 
life w a s m o r e s u i t e d t o t h e m i d d l e c lass t o w n s p e o p l e . I n s t e a d , 
cons ide red as m e d i a t o r of t h e p o w e r of t h e d i v i n e p r e sence , 
t h e h o l y m a n a p p e a r s to h a v e b e e n a far g r ea t e r a t t r a c t i o n a m o n g 
the v i l l age p o p u l a t i o n as t h e b r i d g e b e t w e e n t h e t e m p l e h o l i n e s s 
a n d everyday life. After 70 C .E . h o w e v e r , t h e r e w a s a m u c h m o r e 
conce r t ed effort t o w i n G a l i l e e for t h e halakhah, a n d p a r t i a l 
success a t least c a n be seen i n t he o c c u r r e n c e of n a t i v e G a l i l e a n 
r abb i s , ac t ive b o t h i n t h e p r o v i n c e a n d a t J a m n i a , as we l l a s i n 
t h e j o u r n e y s of t h e l e a d i n g J e w i s h f igures t o t h e p r o v i n c e . Yet 
t he fact t h a t t h e 'am ha-'aretz w e r e s t i l l p r e s e n t t h e r e after 135 C . E . 
w h e n r a b b i n i c J u d a i s m w a s forced to m a k e i ts h o m e i n G a l i l e e , 
s h o w s t h a t t h e efforts of t h e J a m n i a n p e r i o d w e r e n o t a l t o g e t h e r 
successful . 

(6) T h e sea rch for a n y c lear i n d i c a t i o n s of C h r i s t i a n i t y i n 
G a l i l e e in t h e first c e n t u r y p r o v e d for t h e m o s t p a r t f rui t less . 
T h i s m a y h a v e been d u e to t h e n a t u r e a n d scarc i ty of o u r 
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sou rces . H o w e v e r , i n c o n s i d e r i n g a n a p p r o p r i a t e Sitz im Leben 
for Q a n d t h e F o u r t h G o s p e l s o m e a v e n u e s of e x p l o r a t i o n sug 
ges ted t hemse lves , a n d it s e e m e d p e r m i s s i b l e t o d i f ferent ia te 
t w o f o r m s of C h r i s t i a n i t y i n t h e p r o v i n c e . T h e o lde r o n e w a s 
J e w i s h C h r i s t i a n , c lose ly m o d e l e d o n J e s u s ' life a n d h i s w o r d s 
o n d i s c i p l e s h i p . T h e d i s r u p t i o n of life i n t h e p r o v i n c e d u r i n g the 
r evo l t a n d its i m m e d i a t e a f t e r m a t h m u s t h a v e d ras t i ca l ly c u r t a i l e d 
t h i s m o v e m e n t of w a n d e r i n g t eachers , p o s s i b l y even p u t a n e n d 
to i t a l t o g e t h e r . Ye t t h e s i t u a t i o n i n P a l e s t i n e after 70 d i d h a v e 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s for t h e v a r i o u s r e l i g i o u s g r o u p s w h o su rv ived t h e 
d e s t r u c t i o n , a n d i t s e e m e d t h a t t h e J o h a n n i n e c o m m u n i t y seized 
t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o m a k e c o n v e r t s t o i ts d i s t i n c t i v e p o i n t of v iew 
a m o n g c e r t a i n s t r a n d s of G a l i l e a n J e w s , b u t l i t t le c a n be sa id 
a b o u t t h e o u t c o m e of s u c h o v e r t u r e s . I t m a y we l l be t h a t G a l i l e e 
s t i l l h o l d s t h e key to i ts o w n C h r i s t i a n p a s t i n t e r m s of t he a rch 
a e o l o g y of l a t e r C h r i s t i a n cen te r s , b u t for n o w a t least, t he 
j u d g m e n t m u s t be t h a t i t w a s neve r very ex tens ive . 
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5:14f 37 

5:15 3,54,105, 
108,179 

5:21-23 37 

5:23 54*,101 
5:52 110 
5:65-68 37 
7:8 29 
7:13 46 
7:13f 39 
9: l f 39 
9:23ff 202* 
9:54f 39 

10:29-35 185 
10:30 25,40,54* 
10:30f 39 
10:38 40,54* 
10:39f 108 
10:40 279 
10:41 186 
10:56-60 107 
10:65 39 
11:22 107 
11:24 107 
11:24-27 40 
11:28 40,54*,187, 

205* 
11:32-37 185 
11:34 40,54* 
11:34b 40 
11:57 54* 
11:63-74 41 
12:25 41 
12:39-48 110 
12:47 41 
12:48 105 
12:49 107 
12:49f 41 
13:12 107 
13:15 40,187,205* 
13:33 41 
13:41 40,187,205* 
14:25-49 41 
14:38 54* 
15:33 54* 
16:11 45 
16:19 45 

2 Maccabees 
3:3 279 
3:5 37 ,52* 



4:4 
4:7-17 
4:8 
4:9-11 
4:18 
4:18-20 
4:19 
4:23-27 
4:45 
5:12ff 
5:24/ 
6:1-5 
6:2 
6:2f 
6:7 
6:8f 
6:18-7:42 
8:3 
8:8 
8:9ff 
11:27-33 
12:26 
12:29-31 
12:30 
14:12 
15:35f 

5 2 * 
263,313 

40 
36 

115 
265 

34 
263 
267 

36 
2 0 5 * 

36 
37,263,299 

24 
265 
267 

249* 
3 3 8 * 

54*,267 
37 
39 

274 
110 
271 

40 
39 

Job 
40:30 

Psalms 
2 
22:12 
89:13 
133:3 

Qpheleth 
5:7f 
7:12 

299* 

252* 
7 

14 
14 

160 
160 

8:2ff 
10:20 

Sirach 
7:31f 
21:9 
32:1 Of 
43:27 
45:20f 
50:25f 

Isaiah 
1:23 
5:8 
8:14 
8:19-22 
8:23 
8:23f 
19:19 
23:2 
29:7 
51:13 

5 3 * 
5 3 * 

283 
150 
283 
272 
283 
275 

54* 
159 
354 
354 

25,54*, 101 
353,361,386* 

3 0 1 * 
299* 
2 0 3 * 
2 0 3 * 

Jeremiah 
7:31 
15:9 
32:6-9 

Ezekiel 
27:17 
39:18 
44:6-31 
45:11 
47:8 

2 9 8 * 
249* 

159 

115 
7 

283 
280 

384* 

Daniel 
1:8 
9:24 
l l : 3 7 - 3 9 a 

Hosea 
5:1 
10:5 

Joel 
3:4 

Amos 
4:11 
7:9 

Micah 
2:2 
4:4 

Zephaniah 
1:4 

Haggai 
l:9ff 
2:14ff 

Zecharaih 
3:10 
14:17 
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I I . P S E U D E P I G R A P H A 

Letter of Aristeas Psalms of Solomon Syrian Baruch 
15f 2 9 8 * 8:5-14 213 62:5 2 5 3 * 
115 104 17:1-11 48 68:3 275 
121 1 5 1 * 17:23 213 77:19 2 5 3 * 

17:32f 213 77:25 3 4 3 * 

Jubilees 
17:33 187 78:1 2 5 3 * 

Jubilees 
17:33 187 

Testament of 
Benjamin 
9:2 

13:8 
13:26f 
30:5 

283 
283 
275 

Assumption 
Moses 
9:1-7 

of 

249* 

Testament of 
Benjamin 
9:2 2 5 3 * 

30:7 275 Testament of 
31:11-12 249* Levi 
32:15 283 IV Ezra 8:11-17 249* 
50:12 337* 13:39ff 2 5 3 * 17:11-18:14 249* 

I I I . Q U M R A N 

Damascus 
Document (CD) 
1:16 
6:11-14 
6:20 
8:1 
12:15-17 

295 
302* 
302* 

295 
3 3 8 * 

War Scroll (1 QM) 
2:1-3 2 5 3 * 

Community Rule 
(i QS) 

8:1-10 
8:4-7 
9:3ff 
9:3-6 

302* 
295 
295 

302* 

5:5-7 302* 

Habakkuk Pesher 
(lQjpHab) 
8:8-13 
9:3-7 
9:9-12 
11:4-8 
12:7-9 

302* 
302* 
302* 
302* 
302* 

Florilegium 
(4QFlor) 
1:1-13 

Ordinances 
(4Q Ord) 
6f 

Testimonia 
(4QTest) 
28:30 

302* 

280 

302* 

IV . N E W T E S T A M E N T 

Matthew 2:14 385* 2:22f 360,361, 
2:3 382* 2:20 386* 385* 
2:12 3 8 5 * 2:21 386* 4:12 385* 
2:13 3 8 5 * 2:22 385* 4:12-16 385* 
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4:12-17 361 11:20 146* 24:45-57 165 
4:13 146* 11:20-24 340*, 25:14-30 182 
4:15 386* 361,375 26:5 290 
4:15f 353 l l :50f f 375 26:71 382* 
4:23 386* 12:9 386* 27:5 3 8 5 * 
4:23-25 134,362, 12:15 3 8 5 * 28:7 360 

363 13:52 340* 28:16 360 
4:24 362 13:54 3 8 6 * 
4:25 362 14:13 3 8 5 * Mark 
5-7 361 15:21 363,386* 1:1 358 
5:1 3 8 5 * 15:24 386* 1:9 358 
5:3 225 15:29 363 ,385* 1:14 358 
5:11 386* 15:29-31 386* 1:15 362 
5:22 207* 15:31 386* 1:16-20 174,342* 
5:25 207* 16:6 222 1:20 165,197 
5:38-48 225 17:1 3 8 5 * 1:21 146*,365 
8:5-13 390* 17:24 279 1:28 358.362 
8-9 361 17:27 174 1:33 146* 
8:34 363 18:23-34 165 1:38 146* 
9:1 1 4 6 * 3 6 1 18:24-35 198 1:39 358,362 
9:9 182 18:25-34 182 1:45 358 
9:10f 192 19:16-30 225 2:1-3:6 340* 
9:24 3 8 5 * 19:28 2 5 3 * 2:7 2 0 7 * 
9:35 146*,386* 20:1-16 165,197 2:15f 192 
9:35-37 362,363 20:2 182 2:18-22 320 
10 386* 20:9 182 2:23-28 320 
10:3 252* 20:13 182 3:5f 358 
10:4 223 21:11 382* 3:6 199,222,251* 
10:5b 375 21:28-32 165 3:7 358,359 
10:5b-6 363 21:33-41 165 3:7ff 358,362 
10:6 375 22:16 199,222 3:8 3 8 1 * 
10:9f 354 23 386* 3:13-19 358 
10:10-23 364 23:2f 386* 3:14 359 
10:11 146* 23:3 340* 3:18 223 
10:17 207*,386* 23:23 340* 3:22 207* ,321 , 
10:18 363 23:24 207* 322 ,343* 
10:23 363,375, 23:29-39 363 4:26-29 224 

3 8 6 * 3 9 0 * 23:34 386* 4:36 20* 
10:25 3 4 3 * 23:34-36 375 5:1-19 321,360 
11:12 225 24:45f 198 5:1-20 134 



442 

5:19f 358 
5:20 360,363 
5:22 207* 
6:14-16 222 
6:17 2 5 1 * 
6:21 70,200 
6:31 389* 
6:3 If 222 
6:45 222,226 
6:53 222 
6:53f 2 0 * 
6:56 146* 
7:1 321,322 
7:1-23 320 
7:24-31 387* 
7:31 134,148*, 

222,358,360, 
363,375 

7:31-37 386* 
8:10 222,358 
8:15 2 2 2 , 2 5 1 * 
8:22 222,358 
8:23 146*,332 
8:26 146* 
8:26f 137 
8:27 222,358,375, 

387* 
8:29 358 
8:33 228 
8:35 3 8 5 * 
9:2 222 
9:30 222 ,385* 
9:33 222 
9:38f 3 4 3 * 
10:1 222 
10:2-12 320 
10:17-30 225 
10:28 389* 
10:38f 228 
10:39 3 8 5 * 

10:42 224 
11:1-11 290 
12:1-10 197 
12:7 236 
12:13 199,222, 

2 5 1 * 
12:17 192,225 
12:18-27 320 
13:16ff 376 
14:2 290 
14:28 357 
14:32-42 342* 
14:58 290 
14:62 358 
15:2 226 
15:26 226 
15:39 358 
16:7 346,357 
16:8 358 

Luke 
1:26 365 
2:1 2 0 6 * , 2 5 1 * 
2:4 365 
2:39 365 
3:1 365 
3:10-14 222 
3:13 192 
3:14 2 5 5 * 
4:13 364 
4:14 365 
4:29 207* 
4:31 146*,365 
4:44 365 ,381*, 

387* 
5:1-11 174,197, 

346 
5:17 365 , 366, 

381*,387* 
5:29f 192 

6:15 223 
6:18 3 8 1 * 
6:19 387* 
6:20-21 225 
6:22 386* 
6:27-36 225 
7:1-10 390* 
7:11 146* 
7:11-15 342* 
7:17 365 
7:36 321 
7:41 165 
7:41f 182 
8:26 387* 
9:1-6 346 
9:10 387* 
9:18 387* 
9:51-56 365 
9:52b-56 342* 
9:52f 3 9 1 * 
9:53 291 
9:56 387* 
10:1 146* 
10:1-11 346 
10:13-15 340*,375 
10:17 389* 
10:18 387* 
10:19f 389* 
11:14-22 387* 
11:19 3 4 3 * 
11:37 321,335* 
11:39-42 321 
11:44 321 
11:45 335* 
11:46-52 321 
12:1 222 
12:11 207* 
12:13f 333 
12:13-21 165 
12:14 207* 
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12:16-20 225 23:55 366 6:42f 371 
12:22-34 225 24:6 366 6:46 371 
12:42-46 165,198 24:19 389* 6:52 371 
12:58 207* 24:21 228 6:57 371 
13:1 227,290 6:59 388* 
13:1-4 219 7 3 3 6 * 3 7 1 
13:11-17 387* John 7:1-6 377 
13:22 146* 1:11 370 7:2 227 
13:31 207*,222, 1:21 332 7:5 371 

340* 1:43 368 7:8 321 
13:31ff 321 l:45f 3 8 5 * 7:27-29 371 
13:31-33 222,365 1:46 3 8 1 * 7:33 371 
13:32 192 2:1 369 7:35 368 
14:1 321 2:11 369 ,388* 7:40-52 370 
14:11-27 165 2:12 372 7:41f 3 8 1 * 
15:11-31 165 4 368 7:49 307,379 
16:1-6 165,197, 4:1-3 368 7:52 381* ,385* 

198 4:9 2 9 1 , 3 9 1 * 8:30 340* 
16:1-7 182 4:20 266 ,299* 8:48 368 
16:10-14 225 4:20f 291 9:16 340* 
16:16 225 4:21 368 11:48 226 
16:19-31 225 4:35-38 378 12:20-23 368 
17:11 387* 4:41 369 14:22 2 5 2 * 
18:10-14 320 4:43 368,369 18:3 290 
19:2 192,205* 4:45 369,370, 18:36-38 227 
19:11-27 224 3 8 1 * 19:12 226 
20:46 321 4:46 369 ,388* 21 174,346 
22:28-30 2 5 3 * 4:47 369 21:2 369 
22:59 366 4:48 377 21:3 369 
23:3-5 226 4:50 369 
23:5 365,366, 4:54 369 Acts 

3 8 1 * 5:47 369 1:6 228 
23:6 366 6:14f 219,226, 1:8 345 
23:6-12 222 227,371 1:11 366 
23:7 71,296 6:17 2 0 * 1:12 3 8 1 * 
23:8 3 4 3 * 6:25 377 1:13 223 
23:8-12 273 6:26 370 1:18 387* 
23:12 71 6:38 371 1:22 387* 
23:25 290 6:41 371 2:3-7 359 
23:49 366 6:42 371 2:7 366 ,381* 
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2:22 382* 7:22 389* 19:13f 3 4 3 * 
2:44f 354 7:48-50 260 21:3-7 116 
2:46 355 8:1 345 21:20-26 355 
3:1 355 8:4 345 21:38 73,226, 
3:6 3 8 1 * 8:4-25 368 254* 
4:10 3 8 1 * 9:31 344,366 24:5 350 ,381* 
4:32-35 354 9:32-10:48 345 
5:34ff 304* 10:37 346 ,381*, 
5:36 73 382* 
5:36f 2 5 1 * 10:37-39 387* Apocalypse 
5:37 210,216, 11:27-30 178 21:2 3 0 1 * 

218 12:20 116,118 21:22 3 0 1 * 

V. J E W I S H H E L L E N I S T I C W R I T I N G S 

1. J O S E P H 83 110 138ff 279 
89 4 138-144 35,184 

Against Apion 178 271 142 35,184 
1:48 243 6:374 110 144 40 
1:60 3 8:36 3 145-147 160 
l:116f£ 2 9 8 * 44f 3 4 3 * 147-153 35 , 
1:135 310 55 148* 202* 
1:158 115 144 147* 154 25 
l:186f 5 2 * 144-148 298* 154ff 40 
1:188 283 ,303* , 146 298* 155 184 

304* 195 337* 169 5 3 * , 184 
1:205 5 2 * 226 271,300* 175 5 3 * 
2:74f 337* 9:183 249* 175ff 184 
2:187 285 ,304* 11:25 5 2 * 180 5 3 * 

297ff 23,274 180-183 5 3 * 
Antiquities 1. 304-345 22 180-185 184 
1:337-340 3 0 1 * 307-311 23,274 191 151* 
3:91 337* 344 2 9 9 * 196f 151* 

194-196 279 12:3 27 230 337* 
195 302* 5-10 5 2 * 257ff 299* 
276 310 119f 313 257-261 266 

4:68 3 0 3 * 131-133 32 257-264 24 
205 3 0 3 * 132 32 259-261 36 
240 3 0 3 * 135 33 261 37,299* 

5:63 4 138 33 263 299* 
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12:276 337* 372-383 48 157 2 4 9 * 
285f 304* 374 5 5 * 158 62 
295 29 393 114 159 63 
299 205* 393f 44 167 9 3 * 
348 110 394 114 168 296 
393 29 395 58 170 58 
421 54* ,387* 395-397 49 172 2 4 9 * 

13:48-57 185 396 269 190-195 62 
62-73 3 0 1 * 400-404 48 190-216 61,188 
143 40,186, 408f 48 192-195 61 

2 0 5 * 408-410 279 194 213 
154 41,119 409 5 5 * 196 61,118 
162 119 411-415 45 197 117 
171-173 46 417f 49 197f 62 
174 55* ,387* 419f 107 199 61 
188 110 14:28 178 201 189,206* 
192 110 34 337* 202 179,187, 
245 54* 34-45 57 206* ,303* 
255f 42 41 46,187,213 203 287 
256-258 42 49 112 205-210 61 
257 44 ,338* 63 337* 207 93*,163 
280 42,110, 74 58,188 209 118 

163 75 110 271 62 
281 42 75f 58 ,92* 273 190 
288-300 47 77f 9 2 * 274 64 
292 310 82-88 59 275 64 
296 47 84 9 3 * 277 9 3 * 
301 55*,212 88 110,138 280 64 ,93* , 
304 42 91 49,59,122, 2 0 6 * 
318f 43 ,338* 188,199 293 9 3 * 
319 313 92-97 60 297 117 
322 4 3 , 3 4 1 * 1 0 U 60 297f 62 
324ff 107 103 61 313 62,117 
333 107 119f 60 317 62,117 
336 107 120 9 3 * 319 117 
337 44 ,337* 121 61 320 62 
337f 123 127 2 0 6 * 323 62 
338 45 127-133 61 326 64 
355 110 139 9 3 * 2 0 6 334f 65 
372-374 47 143 9 3 * , 188 386 2 5 0 * 
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14:394 65,107 346 
395 65 346f 
403 44 360 
403-405 212 360f 
408 180 360-364 
408-413 2 0 5 * 363 
410 212 365 
411 
413 

180 
66,212 16:64 

187 
203 
250 

413f 122,128 

16:64 
187 
203 
250 

414 
415-417 

180 
66 

16:64 
187 
203 
250 

415ff 164 17:6 
417 66 23-30 
418 123 23-31 
420ff 2 0 * 24 
421-430 66 24f 
429f 212 26 
430 213 26-31 
432ff 164 78 
433 66,190 89 
450 126,164, 149-167 

190 166 
452 107 166f 
452f 67 200-218 

15:5f 67,163 205 
9f 250* 
26 337* 213-218 
216 9 4 * 254 
217 134 271 
253f 9 2 * 2 7 H 
294 67,137, 

138,163 272 
296 164 285 
299f 178 288 
302f 178 
310 178 289 
320ff 302* 
342f 164 293 
343 43 295 

43 299f 214 
114,121 300 249* 

43 304 214 
114,164 304-310 190 

137 308 190,192 
271 314 214,249* 

178,190 318 191 

178 
2 5 5 * 
2 0 1 * 

164 

320 
321 

135 
164 178 

2 5 5 * 
2 0 1 * 

164 

342-344 94* 

178 
2 5 5 * 
2 0 1 * 

164 
355 

18:4 
94* 

210,319 
206* 6-10 217 
1 5 1 * 8 178 

190 15 333,335* 
114 17 304*,309 

114,164 19 302* 
212 23 210,217,218 
319 220,250* 
127 23 f 2 5 1 * 
94* 23-25 217 
288 27 123,165 

126,165 28 114,137,146* 
285 36f 236 

68 36-38 129,149* 
191,192, 37 132,165,200 

207* 37f 149*,312 
288 62 250* 
214 85-89 292 

122,148* 89 94* 
67 ,123 , 90 191 

148* 101-105 70 
68 108 69 

214 112 340* 
67,123, 118 222 

148* 122 71 
68,164, 122f 296 

180 149 130 
289 157 205* 
216 240f£ 71 
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18:242 94* 137 75 20f 242 
251f 94* 138 77 23f 9 4 * 
252 72 142 3 4 3 * 24f 239 
261-263 94* 159 77,104, 24-27 79 
269ff 294 130,146* 28f 81 
270ff 72 165 74,231 30 76,96*, 124, 
274 166,178, 168 226 230,243 

193,205*,220 168f 227 31 95*,96*,126 
284 220 169-172 73 32 130 

19:238f 150* 179 77 32-34 131 
275 72 180f 232 32-42 200 
286-291 73 181 284 33 177,200 
292f 304* 185f 250* 34 130 
297 72 185-187 74,231 34ff 124 
313-316 72,304* 186 254* 35 234 
317-325 72 188 73 36 130,237 
326-328 73 189-196 304* 37ff 76,77 
328-331 72, 199 3 0 3 * 37-42 237 

304* 200 376 38 122,124,125, 
335-337 304* 205-207 232 130,182 
338-342 72,73 206f 284 38f 130 
342 72 208f 290 39 230,243 
343-346 304* 208-210 74, 40 141 
357 337* 231 42 79,83,142 
363 73 211 137 43-45 79,238 

20:6-9 76 213 77 44 9 5 * . 119,230 
15f 71 216 304* 46f 150*,319 
43 313 ,341* 244 9 2 * 46-58 190 
97f 73 256 2 0 5 * 46-61 136 
101 178 257 73 54-58 151* 
102 73,210, 263-265 152* 54-61 79 

250* 267 149* 55 319 
105-112 73,290 58 136 
118-136 74 ,391* 63 194,254*,281 
119 75 Life 64 126 
120 219,220 1-7 2 5 5 * 65 129,237,311, 
124 74 l l f 218 337* 
125-130 94* 12 310 66 193,200 
133 220 13-16 242 66f 131,234 
135 77 14 310 67 79 
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68 129 
69 150* 
71 15,81,87,158 
71f 192 
71-73 239 
73 83,238 
74 116,137,313 
74f 14,182 
74-76 240 
77 95*,148*,194 
77f 2 5 5 * 
77-79 244 
78f 83 
79 83,243 
80 281 
80ff 254* 
84 239,243 
85 15,129 
86 146* 
87 234 
88 237 
89 83,130 
92 129 
96 131,239 
98 82 
98f 86,230 
98-100 230,243 
99 166 
100 243 
101 239 
102 82,166,243 
102f 230 
103 126,241 

243 
104 124,241 
104-110 125,126, 

2 5 5 * 
104-111 83 
105 108,244 
108 243 

11 241 
12f 235 
12-114 312 
14f 1 5 1 * 
15 67 
15ff 138 
16f 82 
18 163 
18f 15,207* 
19 158,193 
22f 79 
2 2 - 1 2 5 239 
23 103,125 
24 124,239 
24f 230 
25 243 
26 87,163,193 
26ff 121,236 
27 133 
28 310 
29 244 
32 132,133,236,244 
32-135 235 
34 234 
34f 131,311 
41f 133 
42 86,133,166 
42-144 81 
43f 235 
44 129 
49 235 ,244 ,343* 
49-154 312 
52 132,133 
55 129,131,234 
55-173 83 
58 310 
58f 86 
59 82 
61 310 
62f 133 

165 20* 
165ff 174 
171-173 150* 
174 86 
175£ 81 
175-177 130 
175-178 237 
177 9 5 * 142,151* 
177f 96*, 130,136 
179f 151* 
180-182 150* 
183 136 
185f 136 
186 9 6 * 
186f 135 
186-188 81 
187 114 
187f 104 
188 269 
189 81 
189-193 239 
190ff 304* 
190-192 310,337* 
196 88 
197f 310 
198 243,281 
203 126 
206 194 
206f 166,243 
207 44,166 
208f 243 
211 243 
212 180 
213 82,143 
213f 105 
213-215 81,105 
214 20* 
216 304* 
217f 238 
220 200,243 
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228 82,243 304ff 241 393 237 
230 243 305 82,200,243 394 76,84 
232 124,126 310 337* 394-396 83,241 
233 44,240 310f 83,243 394-397 82 
235 103 321 82 398 114,136 
237 239,243 327 82 403 146* 
240f 82 327-331 131 404 86,133 
242 180,243 331 82 407-409 94* , 150* 
242-244 166,243 340-344 237 410 237 
244 243 ,255* 340-354 242 411 76 
246-265 83 341f 142 414 310 
250 243 342f 2 5 4 * 418 310 
252 243 345-348 124 422 167,242 
258 243 346 76,122,123, 430 149* 
259 302* 133 
260 243 346f 124 War 
262 243 348 123 1:3 2 5 5 * 
263-265 230,243 349 133,134 66 42,110 
266 200 350 9 6 * 70 2 4 9 * 
267 239 354 i 88,235,255*, 76 42 
271 129,234,239 292 90-98 48 
271-308 149* 368 230,241 104f 44 
272 83,130 369f 149* 105 114 
276 86 371 240 154 188 
277 129,341* 372 119,240 155f 9 2 * 
278 129,240 373 76,124 156 110 
279 131,237 373ff 149* 156f 58 
280 3 4 1 * 373-380 83,125, 162-166 59 
285 302* 230,243 166 110,138 
287 240 375 9 5 * 169f 49,188 
293ff 3 4 1 * 376 122 170 59,122 
294 129 378-380 241 170-174 60 
295 234 381-389 131,132, 175-178 60 
295-298 234 230,234,243 178 61 
298 254* 383 166 180 60 
298-303 131 384 44 ,95* 195-199 61 
300f 131 386 167,243 204 63 
301 125 390 237 209 9 3 * 
304 86,133 391f 142 211 58 
304-306 86,230 392 79,83,130, 243 221 64,190 



450 

1:225 64 ,93*,206* 
238 117 
242-247 118 
244 64 
275 118 
291 65 
303 66 
304 122,123 
304-307 66 
307 66 
309 54* ,387* 
310-315 66 
313 213 
316 66,190 
330 67 
403 164 
404 271 
404-406 137 
422 118 

2:1-13 68 

4 207* 
8-13 288 
43 214 

55 214 

56 68,123 

67 105 

68 68,123 

75 216 

85f 190 

95 191 
111 9 4 * 
112 3 4 3 * 
117 9 4 * 
118 210,217,218, 

250*,319 
123 3 3 8 * 
124 330 

124ff 390* 
167 9 4 * 
168 137,149* 
185ff 9 4 * 
188 6,105 
188f 4 
190f 148*, 175 
193 72 
200 166,193,294 
223 73 
224f 290 
224-227 73 
229 73 
232 2 5 1 * 
232-246 7 4 , 3 9 1 * 
233 2 5 1 * 
235 2 5 1 * 
237 291 
238 74 
244 220 
245 77 
247 75,76 
252 5 5 * 7 7 , 1 0 4 , 

133,146* 
252f 122,130 
254 74 
254f 231,254* 
254-256 74 
261-263 73 
266-270 74 
271 74 
273 386* 
273-6 73 
280f 290 
280-283 9 4 * 
283 73 
284-292 74 
289 73 
291 54* 
293£ 73 

328-331 73 
338 149* 
345-407 77 
404-406 207* 
409 312 
409f 230 
409-410 209 
414 230 
417 230 
418-421 167 
421 77,150* 
425f 231,290 
427 193,205* 
427f 248 
433 210,219, 

250* 
444 231,248 
447 250* 
454 338* 
457-465 239 
457-486 139 
458 78,105 
458f 38 
458-460 79 
459 4,118,119, 

135,138,254* 
460-477 108 
466 111 
468 111,147* 
477 147* 
477ff 135 
477-480 79 
478 118 
487-498 79 
502 80,229 
503f£ 105 
504 108,143 
509 54* 
510 20*,84 
510f 122,125 
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1:510-512 76 
510-513 80,229 
517 337* 
523 232 
523-526 77 
523-555 232 
536 167 
545 232 
556 150*,209 
562 81 
562-568 241 
564 248 
564f 232 
566 232,255* 
568 83.86.135,319 
570f 83,243 
571 198 
573 129 
573-575 81 
574 81,96«, 

124,135 
575 81 
576 82 
577-582 81,82 
581 194,255* 
581f 9 5 * 
583 82 
583f 166 
584 180,244,255* 
585-589 238 
585-594 2 5 4 * 
588 240 
588f 239 
589 119,244 
590 81 
590-592 240 
591 313 
591f 182 
595ff 87,244 
597 310 

598 133 
602 133,244 
606 81,133 
608 235 
6 0 9 81 
614 129 
614-621 239 
615 130 
618 129 
626-631 126 
627 88 
629 5 5 * 
632 240 

632-646 131,234 
634 310 
639 129 
641 129 
642f 150* 
646 95* , 125 
651 248 
652 233 
:30 84,124 
30£ 124 
30-34 76 
32 123 
34 84,122,124 
35 4 
35-40 3 
35-58 45 
36 67,137,138, 

1 5 1 M 6 3 
37 112,134 
39 9,117 
41f 210 
43 103 
44 5 
56 135 
59 124 
59-63 84,194 
61 81,96*,124,125 

62 2 0 3 * 
110 2 0 3 * 
HOf 84,194 
115 2 0 * 
127-131 84 
132 2 0 3 * 
132-134 85 
138-140 89 
141-339 85 
158-160 82 
199 85 
230-233 85 
290 82 
343ff 131 

400 243 
409-413 85 
412 112 

444f 137 
445-461 132 
446 112 
453-461 86 
460 9 6 * 
487 112 
492 133 
492f 86 
508 174 
509ff 271 
515-521 170 
516-521 9,15 
519 146* 
520 174 

532 133 
532-542 86 
540-542 167 
541f 86 
542 133,135,319 

:1 87 
3 271,272 
4-8 135 
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354 193,205* 
422-424 207* 
423f 288 

7:17 89 
61 193,205* 
216 89 
216f 167 
218 194,279, 

302* 
253 250* 
262-270 209 
263f 238,240, 

292 
364 111 
426ff 3 0 1 * 

2 1 2 426-432 3 0 1 * 
1 0 8 j 3 5:36f 240,292 

117f 9 6 * 1 0 ° - 1 0 2 2 4 0 ' 2 9 2 2. P H I L O 
249 240 
528 240 Legatio ad Caium 

129-161 248 5 6 2 - 5 6 5 240,314 278 72 
130-134 209

 5f;565
 2 9 2 DeSpecialibus 

135-157 232 5 M iA\,edi L e g i b u s 

151-157 231 1:69 288 
160f 248 6:99 231,292 1:78 279 
213 240 285f 347 l:156f 3 0 3 * 
225 232 285-287 292 
228 232 310-315 292 De Virtutibus 
272-281 232 333-336 167 9 5 303* 

4:4-83 86 281 231 
9f 87 353 232,233 
11-54 136 389-391 238 
18 151* 413 9 4 * 
54-61 82,86,269 442 233 
61 292 443 233 
62-83 136 446 233 
82 247 486 233 
84 13,166, 507f 233 

180,240, 510 233 
255* 558 255* 

85-127 238 558-560 292 
92-120 87 566f 232 
97 240 571-576 232 
102 87 574f 233 
105 4,119,148*, 

120 84 
126f 292 

VI . R A B B I N I C L I T E R A T U R E 

1. M I S H N A H 

A both 
l:6f 3 4 1 * 
1:13 316 
2:6 307 

3:10 342* 
3:10f 331 

Abodah Zarah 
1:4 110 
2:6 314 

3:4 337* 
4:12 110 

Arakhin 
9:6 13,49,122, 

135 
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Baba Kamma Kelim Shabbath 
10:9 204* 1:1 306 1:4 337* 

Kethuboth 
9:2 316 

Bekhoroth Kethuboth 
317 

16:7 315 ,338* 
8:7 302* 1:5 317 17:7 5 5 * 

Betzah 
284 

4:12 
5:9 

Kiddushin 

317,318 
317 

22:3 315 ,338* 

1:6 284 

4:12 
5:9 

Kiddushin 

317,318 
317 

Bikkurim 4:5 127 Shebiith 
1:2 
2:3 

168 
168 Ma'aseroth 

287 

9:2 9 

3:2 46,294 2:3 287 
Shekalim 

3:4 72 Ma'aser Scheni 1:3 280 

Demai 4:6 182 1:5 291 

2:2 3 4 1 * 5:2-5 283 2: l f 278 

2:3 277,327.336* 5:10 286 2:4 278 
5:15 47,284 3:1 278 

Eduyoth 
Makshirin 
1:3 

4:1-4 278 
1:14 335* Makshirin 

1:3 3 4 1 * 5:1 342* 

E r u f o m 
10:10 324 Menahoth Sotah 324 

13:10 3 0 1 * 7:8 72 ,250* 
G t t t i n 

Meilah 
9:10 3 0 3 * 

1:5 324 Meilah 
327 

9:14 152* 
5:6 169,329 1:2 327 

9:15 253*,284, 
5:9 307 Middoth 328,330 

Hagigah 2:5 314 
Sukkah 2:2 3 4 1 * 5:3 302* Sukkah 

47 ,302* 2:5 336* Nedarim 
4:9 47 ,302* 

2:7 306 ,335* 2:4 277,280 Ta'anit 
3:5 314 5:5 210,277,317 2:5 326 

Hallah 3:lf 
3:2 
4:2 

5 
5 

4:7 325 1:1 288 

3:lf 
3:2 
4:2 46,294 

Horayoth Pesahim 
3:8 308 4:5 317 Terumoth 

Hullin 
4:6 288 10:8 317 

Hullin 
4:6 288 

5:3 317,327 Sanhedrin Yadaim 
11:2 317 9:6 252* 4:8 210 ,248* 
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Yoma 
1:5 
6 :3 . 

302* 
127 

2. T O S E P H T A 

Abodah Zarah 
3:10 327,336* 
4:1 2 0 5 * 
5:2 337* 

Ahiloth 
5:8 327 

Baba Bathra 
2:10 327 

Baba Kamma 
8:14 342* 

Demai 
1:10 116 
2:2 327,336*, 

3 4 1 * 
2:9 3 4 1 * 
6:6 306 

Hagigah 

3:2f 336* 

Hullin 
2:22f 348 ,389* 
2:24 325,348 
Kethuboth 
13:3 302* 

Ma'aser Scheni 
1:13 327 

Meilah 
1:5 327 

Mikwaoth 
6:3 339* 

Peak 
4:7 284 
7:1 342* 

Pesahim 
4:3 288 

Sanhedrin 
2:2 3 0 3 * 

Shabbath 
1:15 306 
13:2 142,326 
15:8 324 

Sotah 
13:8 127 

Sukkah 
1:9 325 

Yoma 
1:4 285 

3. P A L E S T I N I A N 
T A L M U D 

Abodah Zarah 
4,39d 116 

Berakhoth 
l , 9d 342* 

Gittin 
5,47b 

Hagigah 
3,79a 

169 

314 

Horayoth 
3,47d 149* 

Kelim 
5,11a 

Kethuboth 
4,29b 210*,318 
8,32c 56* 

Ma'aser Scheni 
5,3(56a) 127 
5,4(56b) 303* 
5,9(56d) 46,187 

Megillah 
1,72a 149* 

Moed Katan 
3,1 340* 
3,5 317 
3,81d 3 4 1 * 

Peah 
1,20a 
7,20a 

2 1 * 
97* 

Pesahim 
6, l (34b) 318 

Sanhedrin 
l ,2(18d) 303* 

Shabbath 
1,3c 337* 
1,14b 348 
9,38d 337* 
16,15d 169,315 

Shekalim 
l , 45d 
1,46a 
8,51b 

280 
278 

304* 

Sotah 
9,11(24a) 187,284 

317 
Sukkah 
2,8 340* 
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Ta'anit 
4,69a 46,97*,294, 

304*,342* 
Yoma 
l ,38d 149*,285 
6,43c 127 

4. B A B Y L O N I A N 
T A L M U D 

Abodah Zarah 
16b-17a 348 
27b 348 
36a 337* 
36b 337* 

Baba Bathra 
21a 49,56* 
75a 3 4 1 * 
90b 205* 

Baba Kamma 
50a 
82b 

Baba Metzia 
33b 
59a 
59b 

Bekhoroth 
31a 
50a 

342* 
145 

342* 
340* 
340* 

3 4 1 * 
302* 

Berakhoth 
34b 316,342* 
47b 327,336* 
61b 331 

Betza 
l i b 

Erubin 
53a 

306 

307,342" 

53b 
56a 

Gittin 
56a 

Hagigah 
24b 
26a 

Horayoth 
12b 

307,327 
144 

312 

287,314 
306 

2 9 b 

Sanhedrin 
l i b 
3 2 b 
38a 
38b 
96a 
107b 

318 

303*,339* 
326 

382* 
382* 
342* 

48 

149* Shabbath 

Hullin 
62a 3 4 1 * 

17b 
33b 
115a 

337* 
337* 

142,324, 

Kethuboth 
12a 
97 
105b 

Megillah 

317 
178 
284 

116a 
116b 
146a 
153a 

326 
382* 
382* 

315 
317 

9 b 
29b 

149* 
278 

Sotah 
47 b 48 

Menahoth 48a 284 
65a 302* 49b 145 

Meilah 
7a 327 

Sukkah 
27a 150* 

Nedarim 28a 325 
48a 210,277 43b 336* 

Niddah 
6a 287 

Ta'anit 
16a 326 

Pesahim 19b 182 
49a 307 19bf 178 
64b 288 2 4 b 178,331 

Qiddushin 
66a 47 

Yoma 
12a 149* 

Ros. ha-Shanah 12b 285 
27a 326 69a 22 
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5. O T H E R 
R A B B I N I C 
W R I T I N G S 

Aboth de R. 
Nathan, A 
6:8 252* 
27 339* 
28a 307 

Midrash Rabah 
G n 7:9 2 1 * 
N m 18:22 2 1 * 
R u 1:8 153* 

C a n t 2:5 327 
Q o h 1:1 97*,342*, 

3 4 3 * 
1:8 361 

Midrash Tannaim 
(ed. H o f f m a n ) 
D t 26 :13(p l76 ) 3 0 3 * 

32 :13(p l98 ) 167 

Mekilta de R. 
Ishmael 
E x 19:1 280 

Mekhilta de R. 
Simeon ben Yohai 
E x 18:21 331 

Sifre 
L v 26:17 167 

Semahoth 
3:6 317 
10:15 317 

Tar gum Ps.-
Jonathan 
D t 33:11 275 

V I I . G R A E C O - R O M A N A U T H O R S 

A r r i a n M a c r o b i u s V,65.2f 30 
Dissertationes Saturnalia V.66.1 30 

4,7.6 2 4 8 * 1,23.10 300* V,67 30 
C i c e r o M a r t i a l V.67.6-10 52* 
Ad Atticum Epigrams V,70 269 

VI .2 .4 9 2 * X V I I I , 8 5 204* V,70.1f 5 3 * 
De Provinciis P l i n y V,70f 30,106 

Consularibus Natural History V.71.11 31 
V,10 2 0 6 * V, 15.70-72 15 V,86.10 31,160 

D i o C a s s i u s V,17.75 147* V,87.1-7 31 
History V,18.74 112 V,87.6 32 

LV,27 .6 9 4 * V,68 387* X V I , 18 136,271 
D i o d o r u s V,70 3 8 1 * X V I , 18-19.39 5 3 * 

X V I I I . 6 27 X X X V I , 191 174 X X V I I I , 1 136 
XVII I .37 .3 -4 147* P l u t a r c h X X V I I I . 2 0 5 2 * 

H e r o d o t u s Quaestiones S t r a b o 
Histories Conviviales Geographica 

1,105 109 VI , If 270 XI I ,2 .9 161 
IV.79-80.108 270 P o l y b i u s XVI ,2 .16 204* 

J u v e n a l Histories XVI.2 .21 5 2 * 
Satires V,45.10-46.6 30 XVI ,2 .25 175 

X I V , 9 7 299* V.62.2 31 ,34 ,53* XVI ,2 .34 299* 
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XVI.2 .35 175 C a l i g u l a 14,3 70 Histories 
XVI,2 .40 55*,110 V e s p a s i a n 4,5 9 6 * 11,78 300* 

XVI ,2 .46 9 4 * 5 300* V ,5 270 

X V I J 5 6 2 0 1 * T a c t i t u s V,10 9 6 * 

XVI ,759 135 Annals X e o n o p h o n 

S u e t o n i u s 11,42.5 94* ,205* Anabasis 
Lives X I I . 5 4 74 ,387* 1,4.9 2 0 1 * 

VI I I . C H R I S T I A N S W R I T E R S 

E p i p h a n i u s 1,7.15 352 8:23f 353 
Panarion 2,23.4-6 376 9:1-2 2 5 3 * 

X I 276 3,5 349 9:1 276 
X I X 349 3,11 382* Letters 
X I X , 1 350 3,19 348,352 112 349 
X V I I I , 1.4 276 3,20 207* 113 349 
X X , 4 349 3,23 355 J u s t i n 
X X I X 349 3,27 351 Dialogue with 
X X I X , 5 350 4,22 382* Trypho 
X X I X , 6 349 4,22.7 210 ,248* 80,2 210 ,248* 
X X I X . 7 350 4,25.5 276 O r i g e n 
X X I X , 8 350 Praeparatio Epistola ad 
X X I X , 9 350 Evangelica Africanum 
X X X 349,355 I X , 17-22 267 14 9 6 * 
X X X , 2 350,351 I X , 17.5 2 9 9 * Contra Celsum 
XXX.4 .11 356 IX ,22 3 0 1 * 5,61.65 351 
X X X , 15 351 IX,33 .1 338* Selection es in 
X X X , 16 351,355 G r e g o r y N a z i a n z u s Psalmis 
X X X , 16.5 276 Orationes 89,1 9 6 * 
X X X , 1 6 . 7 276 IV 3 8 1 * 
X X X , 17 351,354 J e r o m e 3 8 1 * 

E u s e b i u s Commentarium i n 
D a n i e l e m 
11,14 5 3 * 

Ecclesiastical l l , 15 f 5 3 * 
History Commentarium i n 
1,7 376 ,381* I s a i a m 
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PCZ 
59003 29,147*, 

2 0 1 * 
59004 105,151*, 

201*,204*,207* 
59006 2 0 4 * 
59011 2 0 1 * 
59018 29,157, 

158,171 
59075 1 5 1 * 
59076 1 5 1 * 3 0 1 * 

I X . P A P Y R I 

59093 1 4 7 M 5 1 * , 
204* ,205* 

59094 205* 
59341 5 3 * 

P Col Zen 
2 51* ,204* 

P Lond. 
1948 204* 

P Mich Zen 
3 5 3 * 

PSI 
324 204* 
325 204* 
406 151*,177,204* 
554 171,201*, 

204* 
594 2 0 1 * 
624 204* 

PTeb 
701 174 
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I N D E X O F M O D E R N A U T H O R S 

A B E L , F . M . C h . 2, n n . 8, 16, 
17, 19, 20, 24, 27, 28; C h . 4, 
n . 15; C h . 7, n . 49 

A B R A H A M S . I . C h . 8, n . 74 
A H A R O N I , Y . C h . 1, n n . 9, 

35; C h . 2, n . l l ; C h . 7, n . 42 
A L B R I G H T , W . F . C h . 4 , n . 

89; C h . 7, n . 46 
A L L E G R O J . M . C h . 7, n . 69 
A L T . A . p p . 114, 117, 137, 

1 3 8 , 1 5 8 , 1 6 2 , 1 8 6 . C h . l . n n . 
1, 30„ 33, 35; C h . 2, n n . 1, 5, 
7 , 9 , 10, 12, 1 3 , 1 4 , 3 6 , 3 7 , 
47; C h . 3, n n . 2, 5, 7, 8, 9, 
12, 17, 19; C h . 4, n n . 3 4 , 4 1 , 
64, 88; C h . 5, n n . 18, 25 , 37, 
4 1 ; C h . 7, n n . 4, 36, 54 

A M I R A M . D . H . K . C h . 1, n n . 
20, 22 

A P P L E B A U M , S . C h . 1, n . 29; 
C h . 5, n n . 8, 16, 9 1 ; C h . 6, 
n n . 8, 13, 29, 33 

A S H B E L , D . C h . 1, n . 6 
A V I - Y O N A H , M . p . l 0 9 , C h . 1, 

n n . 9, 13, 14, 16, 18, 29, 35; 
C h . 2, n n . 4, 5, 11 , 12, 13, 
15, 16, 2 1 , 30, 35, 46, 5 1 , 
52; C h . 3 , n n . 1, 5, 7, 1 0 , 2 8 , 
48, 58; C h . 4, n n . 22, 23 , 25 , 
26, 3 1 , 63 , 65 , 69, 76, 109; 
C h . 7, n n . 28 , 30, 3 1 , 34, 81 

B A C H E R . W . C h . 7, n . 73 
B A D I A N . E . C h . 3 , n . 1 
B A E R W A L D , A . C h . 6, n . 92 
B A L Y , D . C h . 1, n n . 4, 6, 11 , 

17, 23 , 27 
B A M M E L . E . C h . 3 , n n . 1, 6, 

13; C h . 6, n . 57 

B A N T O N , M . C h . 7, n . 1 
B A R O N , S . C h . 8, n . 103 
B A R R E T T , C . K . C h . 9, n n . 

78, 108 
B A R T H . G . C h . 8, n . 54 
B A T E S , M . L . C h . 4, n . 39 
B A U E R , W . p . 347, C h . 2, n n . 

35; C h . 9, n . 11 
B A U M B A C H , G . C h . 6, n n . 

37, 4 1 , 80 
B A U M G A R T E N J . C h . 8, 

n . 32 
B A U E R N F E I N D , 0 . p . 272, 

C h . 7, n . 42 
B E L K I N . S . C h . 7, n n . 76, 82 
B E N - D A V I D , A . C h . 4 , n n . 39, 

45; C h . 5, n n . 96 , 98 , 102; 
C h . 7, n . 70 

B E N - Z E V I . I . C h . 4, n . 29 
B E R G E R . K . C h . 9, n . 93 
B E R T R A M , W . C h . 2, n . 35 ; 

C h . 7, n . 15 
B E S T , E . C h . 9, n . 49 
B E T Z , 0 . p . 272, C h . 6, n . 55 ; 

C h . 7, n . 42 
B I C K E R M A N . E . C h . 2, n n . 5, 

15, 2 8 , 3 1 , 3 2 , 33 ; C h . 4, n n . 
40, 107; C h . 5, n n . 25 , 3 1 , 
108, 110; C h . 7, n n . 8, 18, 
22, 24, 66 

B I E T E N H A R D . H . C h . 3 , n . 
3; C h . 4, n . 80 

B I R N B A U M , S . A . C h . 3 , n . 65 
B L A C K . M . C h . 4, n . 98; C h . 7, 

n . 61 
B L I N T Z L E R J . p . 227, C h . 6, 

n n . 38, 40 
B O O B Y E R . G . C h . 9, n . 13 
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B O R I N G , M . E . C h . 9, n . 99 
B O R G . M . C h . 6, n . 52 
B O R N K A M M , G . C h . 6, n n . 

55 , 58 
B O W M A N , J . C h . 7, n . 61 
B R A N D O N , S . p p . 2 2 1 , 223 , 

226, C h . 6, n n . 6, 5 1 , 55 , 58; 
C h . 9, n . 19 

B R A U N E R T , H . C h . 5, n . 123 
B R I A N T , P . p . 161, C h . 5, n n . 

28 , 3 1 , 32, 36 
B R O S H I . M . C h . 4, n . 8 
B R O W N , P . p . 332, C h . 8, n n . 

102,104 
B R O W N . R . E . p p . 227, 368, 

370, 377, 378, C h . 6, n n . 66; 
C h . 9, n n . 10, 53 , 7 1 , 76, 80, 
105,107 

B R O W N . S . C h . 9, n . 68 
B U C H L E R , A . p p . 167, 308, 

325, 330, C h . 3 , n n . 14, 17, 
18, 65; C h . 4, n n . 60, 61,62-, 
6 3 , 8 9 ; C h . 5, n n . 48, 5 0 , 5 1 , 
5 5 , 6 0 , 9 9 , 101, 118 ,119 ,120 , 
121, 124, 133; C h . 6, n . 83 ; 
C h . 7, n n . 73 , 80, 8 1 ; C h . 8, 
n n . 7 , 8 , 2 3 , 4 0 , 4 3 , 7 4 , 7 9 , 8 1 , 
82, 83; C h . 9, n . 14 

B U L L . R . J . C h . 7, n n . 23 , 53 
B U L T M A N N , R . p . 320f, C h . 

8, n . 59; C h . 9, n n . 96, 107 
B Y A T T . A . C h . 4, n . 8 
C A D B U R Y , H . J . C h . 6, n . 39; 

C h . 9, n . 4 
C A T C H P O L E , D . R . C h . 6, 

n n . 5 1 , 55 
C H A L E S . R . H . C h . 6, n . 18 
C L A I B U R N , W . E . C h . 2, n . 38 
C O H E N , G . M . C h . 4, n . 87 

C O H E N , S . p . 242, C h . 3, n n . 
40, 42, 46, 53 , 55, 6 1 ; C h . 4, 
n n . 66, 68, 72, 75, 105; 
C h . 6, n n . 5 , 4 1 , 9 5 , 1 0 0 , 1 0 1 , 
104; C h . 8, n . 15 

C O N Z E L M A N N . H . p p . 356, 
364, 365; C h . 9, n n . 6, 7, 67, 
72 

C O O K . A . B . C h . 7, n . 29 
C O R B O . V . C h . 9, n . 56 
C R O S S , F . M O O R E C h . 7, 

n n . 53 , 54 
C R O S S A N J . D . C h . 6, n . 56 
C U L L M A N N . O . C h . 6, n . 53 , 

C h . 9, n n . 79, 81 
C U L P E P P E R , R . A . C h . 9, 

n . 77 
D A L M A N . G . C h . 6, n . 27 
D A N B Y , H . C h . 7, n . 64 
D A V I E S J . G . C h . 6, n n . 42, 

51 
D A V I E S , W . D . p p . 162, 365; 

C h . l , n . 3; C h . 2, n . 39; C h . 
5, n n . 37, 38; C h . 6, n n . 45, 
5 1 ; C h . 7, n n . 5 8 , 9 1 , 9 3 ; C h . 
8, n n . 5 4 , 72; ch . 9, n n . 3 , 1 8 , 
42, 52, 60, 68, 92, 98 

D A U B E , D . C h . 6, n .55 
D E J O N G E , M . C h . 6, n . 22; 

C h . 9, n . 89 
D E L A P O T T E R I E . I . C h . 6, 

n . 67 
D E L C O R . M . C h . 7, n . 24 
D E R R E T T J . M . C h . 4, n . 71 ; 

C h . 5, n . 100 
D E V A U X . R . C h . 3, n . 65; C h . 

5, n n . 22, 23; C h . 7, n n . 2, 6, 
36, 44, 45, 55, 66; C h . 8, n n . 
25, 46 
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D E V I S C H . M . C h . 9, n . 97 
D E W E Y J . C h . 8, n . 63 
D I B E L I U S , M . C h . 9, n n . 24, 

98 
D I T T E N B E R G . W . C h . 2, 

n . 31 
D O D D , C . H . p . 227; C h . 6, n n . 

45, 50, 69; C h . 9, n n . 78, 108 
D O N A H U E J . R . C h . 5, n n . 

128, 130 
D R E X L E R . H . C h . 4, n . 105; 

C h . 6, n . 103 
D U N N J . C h . 9, n . 96 
D U P O N T J . C h . 9, n n . 4, 5 

E D W A R D S . R . A . C h . 9, n n . 
97, 102 

E I S L E R . R . C h . 6, n . 47 
E I S S F E L D T . O . p . 269; C h . 2, 

n . 14; C h . 6, n . 16; C h . 7, 
n n . 74, 75, 77 

E L B O R G E N , I . C h . 7, n . 86 
E L L E N S O N , D . C h . 8, n . 2 
E L L I O T - B I N N S . L . E . C h . 9, 

n n . 29, 98 
E F R A T . E . C h . 1, n n . 4, 17 

F A R M E R , W . R . p p . 213 , 215; 
C h . 6, n n . 13, 2 1 , 24, 84; 
C h . 9, n . 45 

F E L D M A N , L . H . C h . 4, n . 50 
F E N E B E R G , W . C h . 9, n . 50 
F E U I L L E T , A . C h . 9, n . 84 
F I N K E L . A . C h . 8, n . 74 
F I N K E L S T E I N . L . p . 316f; 

C h . 8, n n . 44, 74 
F I O R E N Z A . E . S . C h . 9, n . 77 
F I T Z M Y E R , J . A . C h . 3 , n . 65 ; 

C h . 4, n n . 9 0 , 9 7 , 9 8 , 9 9 , 1 0 1 , 

114; C h . 9, n n . 4, 2 6 ; 2 7 , 28 , 
34, 36 

F L A N A G A N J . W . C h . 6, 
n . 56 

F L U S S E R . D . C h . 7, n n . 7, 30, 
39 

F O E R S T E R . G . C h . 9, n . 56 
F O H R E R . E . C h . 2, n . 8 
F O R T N A , R . T . p . 378; C h . 9, 

n n . 78, 87, 90, 105, 107, 108 
F R A N K , T . C h . 5, n . 16 
F R E E D . E . D . C h . 9, n . 79 
F R E Y N E , S . C h . 6, n n . 9 1 , 1 0 3 ; 

C h . 9, n n . 47, 75 
F U C H S , A . C h . 2, n . 1 
G A G E R J . C h . 6, n . 74 
G A L L I N G . K . C h . 2, n n . 10, 

34 
G A R N S E Y . P . C h . 5, n n . 20, 

2 1 , 46 
G A R T N E R . B . C h . 6, n n . 53 ; 

C h . 7, n . 59 
G A S T O N , L . C h . 7, n n . 5 8 , 5 9 , 

61 
G E E R T Z , C . p p . 259, 329 
G E R H A R D S O N . B . C h . 9, 

n . 92 
G I L . M . p p . 168, 169; C h . 5, 

n n . 19, 45 , 52, 53 , 54 , 56, 57 
G L A S S O N , T . F . p . 227; C h . 6, 

n . 66 
G O L A M B , B . C h . 1, n . 19 
G R A E T Z , H . C h . 8, n n . 18, 

33 , 72 
G R A N T , F . C . p . 183; C h . 5, 

n n . 93 , 98 
G U T M A N N J . C h . 8, n . 21 
H A E N C H E N , E . C h . 9, n . 5 
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H A N S O N , R . S . C h . 4, n . 39 
H A R E . D . R . A . C h . 9, n n . 60, 

62, 64, 66 
H A R - E L , M . C h . 3 , n . 48 
H A R N A C K . A . C h . 9, n n . 2,21 
H A R P E R . G . M c L E A N C h . 4, 

n . 7 
H E I C H E L H E I M . F . p p . 170, 

189; C h . 5, n n . 1 6 , 7 3 , 8 6 , 9 6 , 
118, 120, 134 

H E N G E L , M . p p . 101, 106, 
109, 142, 155, 172, 209, 215 , 
217, 219, 223 , 2 3 1 , 238, 246, 
263 , 265, 3 1 1 , 357; C h . 2, 
n n . 15, 17, 19, 20, 24, 25 , 27, 
29, 33 , 39, 44; C h . 3 , n . 60; 
C h . 4, n n . 6, 13, 14, 17, 22, 
25 , 26, 9 1 , 9 3 , 105; C h . 5, 
n n . 1, 13, 14, 17, 24, 34, 44, 
5 6 , 6 5 , 6 6 , 6 7 , 73, 8 0 , 9 5 , 1 1 0 ; 
C h . 6, n n . 1, 3 , 4, 6, 8, 10, 
13, 2 1 , 22, 27, 29, 35, 4 1 , 5 1 , 
52, 56 , 57, 58 , 59, 78, 80„ 95 , 
97; C h . 7, n n . 10, 11 , 1 5 , 1 8 , 
2 1 , 22 , 24, 25 , 29, 33 , 36, 4 3 , 
50, 92; C h . 8, n n . 18, 22, 28 , 
30, 45 , 80, 9 7 , 1 0 3 ; C h . 9, n n . 
11, 40, 9 3 , 94, 96, 100, 101 

H E R F O R D . R . T . C h . 9, n n . 
14, 17, 55 

H E R Z , D . J . C h . 2, n . 20; C h . 
5, n n . 44, 59 

H I L L . D . C h . 9, n n . 96 
H I L L , G . C h . 4, n n . 68 , 97 
H I L G E N F E L D T . A . C h . 9, 

n . 22 
H O B S B A W N , E . p . 246; C h . 

6, n n . 85 , 107 

H O E H N E R , H . p p . 124, 191; 
C h . 1, n n . 2, 14; C h . 3 , n n . 
29, 30, 3 1 ; C h . 4, n n . 53 , 65, 
68; C h . 5, n n . 126, 143; C h . 
6, n n . 47, 48, 50; C h . 8, n . 66 

H O E N I G , S . p . 314; C h . 8, 
n . 31 

H O F F M A N N , D . ( e d . ) C h . 7, 
n . 73 

H O F F M A N N , P . C h . 9, n . 97 
H U M M E L . R . C h . 8, n . 54; 

C h . 9, n . 60 
H U N Z I N G E R , C . H . C h . 8, 

n . 3 
J A C K S O N J . F O A K E S C h . 6, 

n . 27 
J A C K S O N . F . a n d L A K E , K. 

C h . 6, n . 3; C h . 9, n . 10 
J A K O B Y , F . C h . 4, n . 105 
J E R E M I A S J . p . 223; C h . 4, 

n . 62; C h . 5, n . 78; C h . 6, 
n . 54; C h . 7, n n . 76, 78; C h . 
8, n n . 3 , 6 1 , 64, 8 1 , 95 

J O H N S O N . S . E . C h . 9, n . 95 
J O N E S , A . M . H . C h . 2, n n . 23 , 

48; C h . 3, n n . 32, 59, 62; 
C h . 4, n n . 22, 77, 88 

K A D M A N . L . C h . 4, n . 97 
K A H R S T E D T , U . C h . 2, n n . 

13, 16, 21 
K A L L M E R , D . H . C h . 1, n . 17 
K A M I N K A , A . C h . 4, n . 67 
K A N A E L . B . C h . 3 , n n . 7, 10 
K A R M O N , Y . p . 6; C h . 1, n n . 

7, 26 
K A S T I N G , H . p . 347; C h . 9, 

n n . 8, 10, 29 
K E C K , L . C h . 9, n n . 46, 48 
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K E D A R J . C h . 1, n . 19 
K E E , H . C . C h . 9, n . 51 
K E L L Y . J . N . D . C h . 9, n . 23 
K E N N A R D J . C h . 6, n n . 27, 

29 
K I L P A T R I C K . G . C h . 9, n . 60 
K I N D L E R . A . C h . 4, n n . 68 , 

111 
K I N G D O N . H . P . p . 238; C h . 

6, n . 95 
K I P P E N B E R G . H . C h . 7, n n . 

24, 54, 56 
K L A U S N E R J . p . 170; C h . 1, 

29; C h . 5, n . 56 
K L E I N , G . C h . 9, n . 75 
K L E I N , S . p p . 49, 167, 325; 

C h . 2, n n . 37, 47, 52, 59; 
C h . 3 , n . 64; C h . 4, n . 60; 
C h . 5, n n . 5 1 , 52; C h . 6, n . 
27; C h . 7 , n . 8 1 ; C h . 8, n . 79; 
C h . 9, n . 15 

K L I J N . A . F . J . C h . 9, n n . 22, 
24, 25, 3 1 , 32, 33 , 42 

K L I N Z I N G . G . C h . 7, n . 59 
K O H L . H . C h . 4, n . 109 
K O P P , C . C h . 7, n . 37 
K R A A B E L . A . T . C h . 4, n . 39 
K R A U S S . S . p . 170; C h . 5, n n . 

16, 60, 78, 138; C h . 8, n . 80 
K R E I S S I G , H . p p . 2 2 1 , 226; 

C h . 5, n n . 9 1 , 9 3 , 130; C h . 6, 
n n . 8, 2 1 , 79 

K U H N , K . G . C h . 9, n n . 14, 18 
K U M M E L , W . C h . 9, n . 66 
K U N D S I N , K . C h . 9, n n . 78, 

90 
K U T S C H E R . E . Y . p . 145; C h . 

4, n . 115 

L A G R A N G E . M . J . C h . 5, 
n . 143 

L A M A R C H E . P . C h . 9, n . 46 
L A N D A U , Y . H . C h . 2, n n . 15, 

3 1 ; C h . 4, n n . 24 , 95; C h . 5, 
n n . 26, 27 

L A P P . P . W . C h . 7, n . 50 
L A Q U E U R . R . C h . 3 , n . 55 ; 

C h . 6, n . 99 
L A U N E Y . M . C h . 4, n n . 6, 87; 

C h . 5, n n . 5, 94 
L A U T E R B A C H J . Z . ( e d . ) 

C h . 7, n . 7 1 ; C h . 8, n . 70 
L e M O Y N E J . C h . 7, n . 68 
L E V I C K , B . C h . 5, n . 9 

L I C H T E N S T E I N , H . C h . 2, 
n . 45 ; C h . 4, n . 28; C h . 7, 
n . 68 

L I E B E R M A N . S . p . 348; C h . 
4, n . 97; C h . 9, n . 17 

L I E B E S N Y . H . C h . 4, n . 94 
L I F S H I T Z , B . C h . 4, n n . 97, 

100, 102; C h . 7, n . 21 

L I G H T F O O T . R . H . C h . 9, 
n . 39 

L I M B E C K . M . C h . 8, n . 103 
L I N D N E R . H . C h . 7, n . 95 
L I N N E M A N N . E . C h . 8, n . 

61 
L I V E R J . p . 279; C h . 7, n n . 65 , 

67, 69 
L O F F R E D A . S . C h . 4, n . 112 
L O F T U S , F . C h . 6, n n . 13, 98 
L O H M E Y E R , E . p p . 349, 352, 

354, 357; C h . 9", n n . 3 , 8, 9, 
13, 29, 43 
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L O H S E . E . C h . 6, n . 5 1 ; C h . 7, 
n . 58; C h . 8, n . 16 

L U T H E R , H . C h . 4, n . 105; 
C h . 6, n . 90 

M A D D E N . F . W . C h . 4, n . 68 
M A I S L E R , B . C h . 1, n . 35 ; C h . 

4, n n . 33 , 86 
M A L I N O W S K I . F . C h . 6, n . 45 
M A N A S S E T H , N . E . C h . 4, 

n . 52 
M A N T E L , H . C h . 3 , n n . 32, 

65; C h . 7, n . 73 ; C h . 8, n . 45 
M A R C U S , R . C h . 2, n . 28 , 40; 

C h . 3, n n . 10, 16, 18, 22 
M A R T Y N J . L . C h . 8, n . 96; 

C h . 9, n n . 36, 38, 76, 78, 83 
M A R X S E N , W . p p . 357; C h . 9, 

n n . 40, 46 
M A Y E S . A . M . H . C h . 1, n n . 3 1 , 

34 
M c M U L L E N , R . C h . 5, n n . 2, 

2 1 , 62 
M c L E A N H A R P E R , G . C h . 2, 

n . 20; C h . 4, n . 7; C h . 5, n n . 
14, 33 

M c R A E . G . C h . 9, n . 108 
M E E K S , W . A . p p . 368, 3 7 1 ; 

C h . 6, n n . 67, 68; C h . 9, n n . 
79, 80, 82, 85, 89 

M E I E R . J . C h . 9, n . 65 
M E N D E N H A L L . G . C h . 1, 

n . 30 
M E R K E L . H . C h . 8, n n . 5 8 , 6 0 
M E S H E L , Z . C h . 1, n . 8 
M E S H O R E R . Y . C h . 4, n n . 

65 , 68 

M E T Z G E R . B . C h . 9, n . 45 

M E Y E R . E . C h . 2, n . 47 

M E Y E R . R . p . 215; C h . 2, n . 
57; C h . 3 , n . 60; C h . 4 , n . l 0 9 ; 
C h . 6, n n . 12, 26, 34; C h . 7, 
n n . 60, 79 ,80 ; C h . 8, n n . 2 , 3 , 
11, 13, 2 1 , 85, 90, 96 

M E Y E R S . E . p p . 141; C h . 4, 
n n . 39, 103, 109, 112; C h . 8, 
n . 53 

M E Y S H A N J . C h . 4, n n . 69, 
111 

M I C H E L . O . p . 272; C h . 5, 
n n . 105, 130; C h . 6, n . 78; 
C h . 7, n n . 42, 86 

M I L I K J . T . C h . 3 , n . 65 
M I L L E R J . M . C h . 1, n . 30 
M I N T Z , S . C h . 5, n . 139; C h . 6, 

n . 88 
M I N E A R , P . S . C h . 9, n . 49 
M I T T W O C H , A . C h . 5, n . 111 
M O O R E . G . F . C h . 8, n n . 3 ,25 , 

49, 5 1 ; C h . 9, n . 21 
M O N T E F I O R E . H . p . 227; 

C h . 6, n . 71 
M O M I G L I A N O , A . p p . 188, 

189, 191; C h . 3, n n . 13, 15, 
22, 32, 35, 57; C h . 5, n n . 40, 
4 1 , 48, 115, 116, 117, 118, 
120, 123, 127 

M U R P H Y - O C O N N O R J . 
C h . 7, n . 59 

M U S S I E S . G . C h . 4, n . 90 
N E U B A U E R , A . p . 170; C h . 1, 

n n . 10, 15, 16; C h . 8, n . 42 
N E U S N E R J . p p . 307, 315, 

3 2 0 , 3 2 5 ; C h . 4, n . 109; C h . 5, 
n . 58; C h . 8, n n . 1 , 2 , 3 , 4 , 3 7 , 
4 1 , 5 0 , 5 1 , 6 9 , 7 0 , 7 1 , 7 2 , 9 2 ; 
C h . 9, n n . 17, 108 

N O T H . M . C h ! 1, n n . 30, 33 
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O D E N , R . A . C h . 7, n n . 13 ,14 , 
16„30 

O E H L E R , W . C h . 1, n . 3 
O P P E N H E I M E R , A . p p . 308, 

327; C h . 7, n n . 80, 84; C h . 8, 
3 , 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 14, 30, 
35, 47, 48 , 68, 73, 84, 85, 86 

O R N L E . C h . 1, n n . 4, 17 
O V A D Y A , A . C h . 7, n . 39 
P E R R I N . N . p . 228; C h . 6, n . 

46; C h . 9, n . 44 
P R A U S N I T Z . W . C h . 1, n . 24 
P R E A U X . C . C h . 4, n . 4; C h . 5, 

n . 113 
R A B B I N O W I T Z J . C h . 3 , 

n . 65 
R A B I N . C . C h . 4, n n . 113, 116 
R A J A K , T . C h . 4, n n . 68, 105; 

C h . 8, n . 15 
R E D F I E L D , R . C h . 4, n . 5; 

C h . 5, n . 141 
R E I C K E , B . C h . 2, n . 35; C h . 3 , 

n . 7; C h . 6, n . 6 
R E I F E N B E R G , A . C h . 2, n . 

55; C h . 4, n n . 97, 111 
R E I N I N K . G . J . C h . 9, n . 25 
R E I S E N F E L D . H . C h . 9, n . 92 
R H O A D S , D . M . p p . 238; C h . 

3, n . 46; C h . 6, n n . 1 , 2 , 5 , 2 9 , 
32, 35, 78, 80, 8 1 , 9 3 , 95 , 99 

R I C H T E R , G . C h . 9, n . 76 
R I V K I N . E . p . 333; C h . 8, n n . 

2, 5, 106 
R O B I N S O N J . A . T . C h . 9, 

n . 78 
R O B I N S O N J . M . C h . 9, n . 49 
R O S E N A U . E . C h . 1, n . 17 
R O S T O V T Z E F F , M . p p . 161, 

173, 186, 189; C h . 4, n n . 6, 

44, 46, 48, 49, 94; C h . 5, n n . 
4, 14, 18, 29, 65, 106, 109, 
110, 118, 129; C h . 7, n . 24; 
C h . 8, n . 46 

R O T H , C . C h . 3 , n . 5 1 ; C h . 4, 
n . 97; C h . 6, n n . 77, 97; C h . 
8, n n . 19, 20 

R O W L E Y . H . H . C h . 6, n . 48 
S A F R A I . S . p . 330; C h . 2, n . 58 ; 

C h . 3 , n . 60; C h . 5, n . 140; 
C h . 7, n n . 60 , 67 , 80, 83 , 86; 
C h . 8, n n . 43 , 8 1 , 9 3 , 99 

S A L D E R I N I . A . C h . 8, n . 42 
S A L O M O N S E N . B . Ch . 6, n . 52 
S A N D E R S . E . P . C h . 8, n n . 3 , 

27 
S C H A U T A p p . 45 , 47, 187; 

C h . 2, n n . 2, 15, 49, 50, 5 1 , 
52, 53 , 55, 56; C h . 3 , n n . 4 , 6 , 
7, 15, 23 , 40; C h . 4, n n . 7 1 , 
105; C h . 5, n n . 115 ,116 ,120 ; 
C h . 6, n n . 17, 90, 92, 103; 
C h . 7, n . 72 

S C H A L L E R . B . C h . 7, n . 76 
S C H A T T N E R , I . C h . 1, n . 4 
S C H I L L E . G . p p . 357, 359; 

C h . 4, n . 79; C h . 9, n n . 40, 
50 

S C H L A T T E R , A . C h . 3 , n . 65 ; 
C h . 4, n . 108; C h . 9, n . 15 

S C H M I D K E , A . C h . 9, n . 22 
S C H M I T H A L S . W . p . 347; 

C h . 9, n n . 8, 11, 12, 29 

S C H N A C K E N B U R G . R . C h . 
6, n . 46; C h . 9, n . 46 

S C H O E P S , H . J . p . 355; C h . 9, 
n n . 22, 25 , 32, 36 

S C H O L E M , G . C h . 8, n . 87 
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S C H R A G E , W . C h . 4, n . 102; 
C h . 8, n . 90 

S C H U R M A N N , H . C h . 9, n . 
96 

S C H U L Z . S . C h . 9, n n . 97, 
101 

S C H U R E R , E . p p . 4 3 , 101 , 
133, 185, C h . 2, n n . 3 , 
47, 55 , 60; C h . 3 , n n . 3, 7, 
18, 32, 46, 57, C h . 4, n n . 3 , 
12, 19, 20, 22, 30, 62, 69, 77, 
8 1 , 86, 9 8 , 1 0 2 ; C h . 5, n n . 48 , 
118, 122; C h . 6 , n . 2 9 ; C h . 8, 
n . 12 

S C H W O b E L , V . C h . 1, n . 5 ,21 
S E I T Z , O . J . F . C h . 6, n . 56 
S E V E N S T E R J . N . p . 140f; 

C h . 4, n n . 90, 95 , 96, 97, 98 , 
99, 100, 101, 102 

S E Y R I G . H . C h . 4, n . 69; C h . 
7, n . 21 

S H A N I N , T . C h . 5, n n . 64, 87 
S H E R W I N - W H I T E , A . N . 

p p . 165, 176, 198; C h . 4, n . 
10; C h . 5, n n . 123, 140; C h . 
6, n n . 50, 54 

S I M O N , M . p . 349; C h . 9, n n . 
19, 20, 22 

S I M O N , R . C h . 4, n . 67 
S K E A T , T . C . C h . 5, n . 3 
S M A L L W O O D , E . M . C h . 3 , 

n . 32 
S M I T H . G . A . C h . 1, n n . 4,21 
S M I T H J . Z . C h . 8, n . 104 
S M I T H , M . p . 219; C h . 6, n n . 

1, 2, 3 , 27, 80, 8 1 ; C h . 8, 
n . 1; C h . 9, n n . 92 , 94 

S T E M B E R G E R . G . C h . 1, n . 
3; C h . 9, n n . 3 ,13, 4 1 , 43 

S T E N D A H L , K . C h . 9, n n . 53 , 
57, 63 

S T E R N , M . C h . 2, n n . 27, 28, 
47; C h . 3 , n n . 2 6 , 3 4 , 3 7 ; C h . 
4, n n . 6 1 , 69; C h . 5, n n . 42, 
74; C h . 7, n n . 25 , 40, 75 

S T O C K , K . C h . 9, n . 48 
S T R A C K . H . L . - B I L L E R -

B E C K , P . C h . 7, n . 57; C h . 8, 
n . 95 ; C h . 9, n . 63 

S T R A N G E , J . F . C h . 4, n n . 39, 
104 

S T R A T H M A N , W . C h . 4, n . 9 
S T R E C K E R , G . C h . 9, n n . 19, 

58 
S T R I N G E R , M . C h . 4, n . 5 
T A N N E H I L L . R . C . C h . 6, n . 

56 
T A R N . W . W . C h . 2, n . 17 
T A Y L O R , V . C h . 4, n . 42; C h . 

8, n n . 68, 103; C h . 9, n . 48 
T C H E R I K O V E R , V . p p . 115, 

156, 158; C h . 2, n n . 1, 2, 16, 
17,20, 2 1 , 33 , 53; C h . 4, n n . 
3 , 6 , 1 6 , 27, 35, 3 6 , 4 2 , 9 1 , 9 2 , 
9 3 , 9 4 ; C h . 5, n n . 3 , 5 , 7 , 8 , 9 , 
10, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 63 , 
69, 7 0 , 7 1 , 7 2 , 7 9 , 1 1 4 ; C h . 7, 
n n . 8, 18, 5 1 , 66 
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N a b a t a e a n s , T h e , 57 , 70, 140, 

265 , C h . 3 , n . 33 
N a s a r a e a n s , T h e , 349f, C h . 9, 

n . 22 
N a ' s i , see P a t r i a r c h 
N a z o r a i o i , T h e , 276, 348-350, 

3 6 1 , 364, C h . 9, n n . 2 1 , 22 , 
24 

O i l , 15, 105, 171 , 172, 313f, 
C h . 8, n n . 32 , 34 
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P a n , 137, 271-273 
Pa rab l e s , 165, 173, 182, 223£, 

320, C h . 5 , n . 100 
P a r t h i a n s , T h e , 64f, 69f, 

118f, 135, 212 
Passover , see Feas ts 
P a t r i a r c h , T h e , 9 0 , 3 1 7 , C h . 3 , 

n . 60 , C h . 8, n . 45 
Peace P a r t y (see a l s o R e v o l u 

t i o n a r y G o v e r n m e n t ) , 8 1 , 
230, C h . 3 , n . 46 

P e a s a n t s (see a l s o Ar i s toc racy , 
V i l l age , a n d G a l i l e a n s ) , 
a n d Ar i s toc racy , C h . 4 , n . 
54, C h . 5, n . 141, C h . 6, n . 
87; a t t i t u d e s of, 13, 16, 128; 
a n d ci t ies , 112f, 120f, 131 , 
137; e c o n o m y , 105f, 171 , 
180, 185, C h . 5 , n . 87 ; l ega l 
s t a tus , 161, C h . 5 , n . 135; 
a n d R o m e , 158; Soc ia l 
S t a t u s , 195-198; a n d v i l l a g e 
life, 139, 176 

Pers ia , 23f, 117 
Pha r i s ee s (see a l s o H i l l e l i t e s , 

S h a m m a i t e s , H a b e f a n d 
Scr ibes) , a n d c i t ies , C h . 8, 
n . 106; a n d F o u r t h P h i l o s 
o p h y , 217f; a n d G a l i l e e , 
219, 317, 319-323, C h . 8, n . 
78; H a l a k h a h , 49,279f , 286 , 
294, C h . 8, n n . 2 1 , 30; a n d 
H a s m o n a e a n s , 46-48, 213 ; 
a n d H e r o d i a n s , 222, 288; 
a n d J e s u s , 226, C h . 8, n n . 
56, 58 , 6 3 ; p i e ty , 305-309, 
C h . 8, n n . 1, 2, 3 , 5, 6; a n d 
Revo l t , 230; a n d t e m p l e , 
276, C h . 8, n . 81 

P h o e n i c i a n s , T h e , 174, 265 , 
C h . 7, n . 24 

P i l g r i m a g e , 74 , 219f, 228 , 
246, 279-293 

P r i e s t s , 36 , 126f, 230f, 2 3 3 , 
281 f, 284, C h . 4, n . 6 1 , C h . 
6, n n . 8 1 , C h . 7, n . 8 1 , 82 , 
C h . 8, n . 23 

P r o c u r a t o r , 73f, C h . 3 , n . 16, 
C h . 5 , n . 117 

P r o p h e t s , 7 3 , 227 , 229 , 3 7 1 , 
374, C h . 9 , n . 99 

P t o l e m i e s (see a l s o H e l l e n i s m 
a n d Ci t i e s ) , A d m i n i s t r a 
t i o n , 28f; c o n q u e s t s , 27f, 
C h . 2 , n . 28 ; f o u n d a t i o n s , 
29f, 106f, 1 0 9 , 1 1 5 , 1 2 0 ; l a n d 
p o l i c i e s , 156-159, C h . 5 , 
n . 4; t a x a t i o n , 183f; t r a d e 
m o n o p o l i e s , C h . 5, n . 63 

P u b l i c a n s , T h e , 188, 192, C h . 
5, n n . 105, 115, 128 

P u r i t y L a w s , 129, 306 , 314, 
327 , 328 , C h . 4, n . 67 , C h . 6, 
7, 30, 32 

Q D o c u m e n t , C h . 9 , n n . 97 , 
101 , 102 

R a i n f a l l , 5, 157, 172 
Reg i s t e r , see A r c h i v e s 
R e l i g i o n (see a l s o C h r i s 

t i a n i t y , C u l t , J u d a i s m , 
S y n c r e t i s m a n d T e m p l e ) , 
C a n a a n i t e , 112; a n d c u l t u r e , 
259f; i n I d u m a e a , C h . 3 , 
n . 7; I s rae l i t e , 102; p a g a n 
r e l i g i o n , 1 3 7 , 2 6 8 - 2 7 3 ; 
p e a s a n t , 196; r e f o r m of 
A n t i o c h u s , 24 , 36 , 262-266; 
r evo l t (first) a n d , 230f; 
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S a m a r i t a n , 23f, 274, C h . 4 , 
n . 29 ; Zea lo t s a n d , 209 , 
C h . 6, n . 4 

R e s h e p h , C h . 7, n . 7 
R e v o l t , F i rs t , 69 , 75 , 123, 

128, 13H, 230f, 2 4 5 , 314f, 
C h . 6, n . 18, C h . 7, n . 80 , 
C h . 9 , n . 19 

R e v o l u t i o n a r i e s , G a l i l e a n s a s , 
80 , 8 5 , 208-210, 216 , 245-
247; J e r u s a l e m a s c e n t r e for, 
214, 218, 220 , 230f, C h . 6, 
n . 45; Jesus of Nazare th , 220-
229; J u s t u s of T i b e r i a s , 
234-236; J o h n of G i s c h a l a , 
238-241 ; J o s e p h u s , 241-244; 
i n J u d a e a , 231-233 

R e v o l u t i o n a r y G o v e r n m e n t , 
76 , 7 7 , 8 1 , 8 3 , 1 3 5 , 2 3 9 f , C h . 
6, n n . 94 , 99 

R i v e r s , 7f, 14 
R o a d s , 7, 10, l l f , 42 , 112, C h . 

1, n n . 8, 18 
R o m e , a n d A d m i n i s t r a t i o n of 

G a l i l e e , 58f 75f; a n d C h r i s 
t i a n s , 348; a n d c i t i es , 119f; 
c o n q u e s t of G a l i l e e , 80 , 8 3 -
88; a n d H a s m o n a e a n s ta te , 
57-62; sfnd J o h n of G i s 
c h a l a , 238-241 ; a n d J o 
s e p h u s , 2 4 1 - 2 4 4 ; l a n d 
p o l i c y , 89 -91 , 158, 166-168, 
C h . 5 , n n . 4 8 , 54 , 134; p r o 
c u r a t o r s , 69; P r o v i n c e of 
J u d a e a , 72; a n d P a r t h i a n s , 
64 , 69f, 75 ; a n d S e p p h o r i s , 
123-125, C h . 4 , n . 55 ; t a x a 
t i o n , 167f, 188f; a n d T i 
b e r i a s , 131f 

S a b a z i u s , P h r y g i a n de i ty , C h . 
7, n . 40 

S a b b a t h , 44 , 123, 189, 310, 
325 , C h . 5 , n . 121, C h . 8, 
n n . 16, 38 

S a d d u c e e s , T h e , 46f, 48 , 218 , 
226, 2 8 1 , 286, 317, C h . 3 , 
n n . 34, 46 , C h . 6, n . 12, C h . 
7, n . 68 , C h . 8, n . 2 

S a m a r i t a n s T h e , a n d Ea r ly 
C h r i s t i a n i t y , 345f, 378; a n d 
G a l i l e a n s , 74-76, 219f, 2 9 1 ; 
h e l l e n i z e d c u l t of, 266,274f, 
c h . 7, n n . 22 , 2 3 , 24; i n 
J a m n i a p e r i o d , 325; i n Jn, 
368f, C h . 9, n n . 79, 8 1 ; 
s c h i s m , 23f, C h . 7, n . 22, 53 

S a n h e d r e n , 59 , 70, 318, 324, 
C h . 3 , n . 2 1 , C h . 4 , n . 78 , 
C h . 5, n . 117, C h . 7, n . 8 3 , 
C h . 8, n . 45 , C h . 9, n . 36 

Scr ibes , T h e (Sages) , 282f, 307, 
315 , 321 f, 325f, 327f, C h . 8, 
n n . 2, 58 , 6 8 , 78 

Se l euc id , A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 33f, 
C h . 2 , n n . 13, 30; c l a i m s o n 
G a l i l e e , 58 ; c o n q u e s t of 
P a l e s t i n e , 27 , 30-32, 160, 
c h . 2 , n . 28 ; f o u n d a t i o n s , 
34 , 106, 109, 114, C h . 2, n . 
2 3 ; l a n d p o l i c y , 160f; a n d 
Maccabees , 38 -41 ; t a x a t i o n , 
185f, C h . 5 , n . I l l 

S e t t l e m e n t s , 8 , 1 1 , C h . 1, n . 24 , 
C h . 3 , n . 64 

S h a m m a i t e s , 288 , 306, 3 1 1 , 
316-318, 3 2 5 , 3 3 0 , C h . 8, n n . 
4, 74, 82 
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Sicar i i , T h e , 74 ,168 ,231f , C h . 
6, n n . 3 , 37 , 53 , 80 

S i q a r i k o n ( L a w of), 168f, C h . 
8, n . 37 

Slavery, 60 , 64 , 6 8 , 8 5 , 8 6 , 1 3 9 , 
1 6 1 , 1 6 6 , 1 7 1 , 1 7 7 , 1 7 9 f , C h . 
4, n . 36, C h . 5, n . 94 

Socia l C o n d i t i o n s (see a l s o 
Ar i s tocracy a n d P e a s a n t s ) , 
A n t i p a s a n d , 192f; a n d 
classes, 177, 194-200, 295-
297; a n d c i t y / c o u n t r y t en 
s ions , 265-267, C h . 7, n . 89 ; 
of ea r ly C h r i s t i a n s , 374, C h . 
9, n n . 35 , 95 ; h e l l e n i s t i c 
r e fo rm a n d , 36 , C h . 5, n . 34; 
of p r ies t s , 284f; r e l i g i o n 
a n d , 265 , C h . 8, n n . 6, 13, 
53 ; a n d revol t , 168f, 220, 
C h . 4 , n . 56 , C h . 6, n n . 8 ,79 ; 
a t S e p p h o r i s , 127f; S i m o n 
b e n G i o r a a n d , 232f, a t 
T i b e r i a s , 130f, 234-236, C h . 
3 , n . 43 

S y n a g o g u e , 129, 318 , 324, 
3 2 6 , 3 6 4 , C h . 4 , n n . 102 ,109 , 
C h . 5 , n . 140, C h . 8, n n . 4 5 , 
80 , 90, C h . 9, n . 60 

Sync re t i sm , 261 f, 264f, 269 , 
C h . 2, n . 38 

Syr ia , 325 , 362, 364 
T a x a t i o n (see a l s o C e n s u s , 

Decrees of C a e s a r a n d P u b 
l icans) , C u s t o m s / t o l l s , 137, 
181f, C h . 3 , n . 36 , C h . 5, n n . 
97 , 128; f a r m i n g of C h . 2 , 
n . 26 , C h . 5, n . 105; H a s 
m o n a e a n , 46 , 186f, C h . 7, 
n . 80; H e r o d a n d , 63f, 66 , 

178, 190f; l a n d t axes , 40 , 
102, C h . 5 , n n . I l l , 1 2 1 ; p o l l 
t axes , 185, C h . 5 , n n . 122, 
123, 124; P t o l e m a i c , 183-
185; R o m a n , 167f, 188f; 
Se leuc id , 35f, 40, 185, C h . 
5, n . I l l ; T r i b u t e , 161 f, C h . 
5 , n n . 36, 92 , 126 

T e m p l e , ' A r a q el ' E m i r , C h . 7, 
n . 50 , C a l i g u l a a n d , 72; a t 
C a e s a r e a P h i l i p p i , 136f; 
C h r i s t i a n s a n d , 355; E le 
p h a n t i n e , C h . 7, n . 5 5 ; 
E l i j a h a n d , 269; Essenes 
a n d , 276 , C h . 7, n . 59; G a l i 
l e a n s a n d , 293-297; H a d r i a n 
a n d , C h . 3 , n . 6 5 ; a n d H o l y 
M a n , 333 , C h . 8, n . 104; 
J e s u s a n d , C h . 7, n . 89 ; 
J e r u s a l e m ( p r o f a n a t i o n a n d 
r e d e d i c a t i o n ) , 3 8 , 260-262, 
C h . 8, n n . 7 , 9 2 ; a n d l a n d ( s ) , 
108, 162, 294 , C h . 5, n . 4; 
C h . 7, n . 58 ; L e o n t o p o l i s , 
C h . 7, n . 55 ; p i l g r i m a g e s to , 
287-293; r i va l t e m p l e s , 270-
273 ; S a m a r i t a n , 2 3 , 2 8 , 37 , 
42 , 274f, C h . 7, n . 2 3 ; S e p 
p h o r i s a n d , 126f; a n d S y n 
a g o g u e , 319 , 324 , C h . 8, n . 
10; t a x c o n c e s s i o n s , 184f; 
a n d Zea lo t s , 209,230f, C h . 6, 
n . 1, C h . 7, n . 87 

T e r u m a h , 277f, 294, C h . 7, 
n n . 64 , 84 

T i t h e s , 46 , 159, 168, 183, 2 8 1 -
287, 294, 306, 325, C h . 5, n . 
133, C h . 7 , n n . 76, 7 7 , 8 0 , 8 4 , 
C h . 8, n n . 7, 14 
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T o b i a d s , T h e , 36 , 106, 156, 
263 , C h . 2, n n . 2 6 , 2 3 , C h . 4, 
n n . 18, 9 3 , C h . 5, n . 11 

T o p a r c h i e s , 45f, 69, C h . 2, n . 
52 , C h . 4 , n . 10, C h . 5 , 
n . 143 

T o r a h , 48 , 57 , 143, 169, 209 , 
276, 307, 323 , 324, C h . 2 , 
n . 59 , C h . 8, n . 10 

T r a d i n g , see C o m m e r c e 
T r i b e s ( N o r t h e r n ) , 17 -19 ,353 , 

C h . 1, n . 3 1 , C h . 6, n . 75 , 
C h . 9, n . 42 

U m m e l - ' A m m e d , C h . 7, n . 14 
U n i v e r s a l i s m , 360, 364, C h . 7, 

n n . 33 , 47 
U r b a n i s a t i o n , 7, 15, 16, 102f, 

133, 138f 

V i e n n a , P a p y r u s , 157, C h . 4 , 
n . 94 , C h . 5, n n . 6, 14, 137 

V i l l ages (see a l s o C i t i e s a n d 
P e a s a n t s ) , A t t i t u d e s i n , 14f, 
195, 197, 228; a n d C i t i e s , 
109f, C h . 4 , n . 7 , C h . 5 , n . 3 5 ; 
G a l i l e a n , 80 , 85 , 90 , 103f, 
123, 129, 167, C h . 1, n . 25 ; 
G r e e k i n f l u e n c e s i n , 139, 
157, C h . 4 , n . 9 3 , C h . 5, n . 
14; J u d a e a n , 232 f ;owner -
s h i p o f , C h . 3 , n . 1 7 , C h . 5 , 
n n . 3 3 , 36, 106 

W h e a t , 7, 15, 105, 157, 171, 
C h . 1, n . 28 , C h . 5, n n . 72, 
128 

W i n e , 15, 105, 112, 171 
W o n d e r W o r k e r , see H o l y 

M a n 
Z e n o n P a p y r i , 2 8 , 2 9 , 3 0 , 1 0 5 f , 

115, 139, 155, 156f, 158, 
165, 171f, 173, 179, 197, C h . 
2, n . 2 0 , C h . 4 , n n . 9 1 , 9 2 , 9 3 , 
C h . 5, n n . 3 , 15, 65 , 68 

Zea lo t s (see a l s o F o u r t h P h i l 
o s o p h y a n d R e v o l u t i o n 
ar ies ) , For t resses , C h . 3 , n . 
48; F o u r t h P h i l o s o p h y , 209, 
C h . 6, n n . 4 , 2 9 , 3 3 ; a n d G a l 
i lee, 330; a n d J e s u s , 221 -229, 
C h . 6, n n . 5 1 , 53 ; J o h n of 
G i s c h a l a as , 240f; J o s e p h u s 
as , 242f; i n J u d a e a , 231 ; 
J u s t u s a s , 234-236, C h . 6, n . 
92; a n d the l a n d , 295 , C h . 2, 
n . 39, C h . 7, n . 92 , C h . 8, 
n . 22; a n d Maccabees , C h . 6, 
n . 13; o r g a n i s a t i o n of, C h . 
6, n . 35 ; o r i g i n s of, 208f, 
C h . 6, n n . 1, 2, 3; a n d Q a n -
n a i m , 223 , C h . 6, n . 52; 
r e l i g i o u s a t t i t u d e s , 209, C h . 
6 , n . 4 , C h . 8 , n n . 2 1 , 2 8 ; a n d 
S icar i i , C h . 6, n . 80 

Zeus , 24 , 36f, 143f, 263f, 265-
267, 268, C h . 7, n n . 10, 11 , 
15, 22, 29 
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I N D E X O F P E O P L E A N D P L A C E S 

A a r o n , 46 
A b e l b e t h m a a c a h , 24 
Abi la , 77 
A b t a l i o n , J e r u s a l e m sage , 318 
A c c h o (see P t o l e m a i s ) 
Aebut ius , d e c u r i o n of A g r i p p a 

I I , 82, 138 
A g r i p p a I, 6 3 , 7 1 , 72, 73 , 76, 

116, 117, 118, 191, 192, 193, 
2 2 0 , 2 3 4 , 2 3 5 , 2 9 6 , C h . 3 , n n . 
33 , 35 , C h . 4, n . 70, C h . 6, 
n n . 2 3 , 48 , C h . 7, n . 94 , C h . 
8, n . 21 

A g r i p p a I I , 73 , 76, 77 , 79 , 82 , 
8 3 , 8 4 , 8 5 , 8 6 , 8 7 , 8 8 , 9 0 , 1 1 2 , 
125, 127, 130, 131, 132, 133, 
135, 137, 143, 144, 163, 190, 
199, 200, 237, 240, 242 , 245 , 
246, 296, 312, 313 , C h . 3 , 
n . 39, C h . 4, n n . 6 1 , 69 , 73 , 
7 5 , 8 2 , 83 , 84, 105, l l l . C h . 
7, n . 94 

A l e x a n d e r Ba la s , 39 , 186 
A l e x a n d e r t h e G r e a t , 7 , 2 2 , 2 3 , 

27, 105, 106, 115, 119, 269 
A l e x a n d e r t h e H a s m o n a e a n , 

59, 60, 162, C h . 3 , n . 20 
A l e x a n d e r J a n n a e u s , 4 3 , 44 , 

45 , 46 , 47 , 4 8 , 101, 102, 107, 
108, 110, 113, 181, 1 8 7 , 2 1 3 , 
271 , C h . 2 , n n . 4 4 , 4 6 , 5 1 , 5 3 , 
58 , C h . 8, n . 78 

A l e x a n d e r P o l y h i s t o r , 267 
A l e x a n d r a , 45 , 48 , 279, C h . 2 , 

n n . 44 , C h . 8, n . 21 
A l e x a n d r i a , 29 , 174 
A l e x a n d r e i o n , 49 , 59 

A m m u d , R ive r , 9, 13 
A n a n i a s , H i g h Pr ies t , 284 
A n a n u s , H i g h Pr ies t , 2 3 3 , 2 4 0 , 

242, C h . 7, n . 80 
A n d r o m a c h u s , P t o l e m a i c m i l 

i t a ry c o m m a n d e r , 32 
A n t h e d o n , 79 
A n t i g o n u s , A l e x a n d e r ' s G e n 

e ra l , 27 , C h . 2, n . 19 
A n t i g o n u s , s o n of J o h n H y r 

c a n u s , 42 , 4 3 , 45 
A n t i g o n u s , s o n of A r i s t o b u l u s 

I I , 59 , 6 0 , 6 1 , 6 3 , 6 5 , 6 6 , 1 0 7 , 
122, 128, 163, 179, 180, 191 , 
2 0 0 , 2 1 2 , 2 4 4 , 2 9 6 , C h . 3 , n n . 
20 , 45 , C h . 6, n . 23 

A n t i l e b a n o n , 30 , 43 
A n t i o c h , 62 , 79, 265 , 313 , 347 , 

377, C h . 9, n . 66 
A n t i o c h i a , 34 , 103, 113, 114 
A n t i o c h u s I I I , 30 , 32 , 34, 35 , 

38 , 39 , 40 , 106, 107, 109, 
113, 136, 160, 162, 179, 184, 
185, 267 , 269 , 313 , C h . 2 , 
n n . 15, 28 , C h . 3 , n . 45 , C h . 
5, n n . 3 3 , 109 

A n t i o c h u s IV, 24 , 34 , 35 , 38 , 
108, 140, 143, 179, 186, 246, 
262, 2 6 3 , 266 , 267, C h . 5, 
n n . 34, 111 , C h . 7, n . 22 

A n t i o c h u s S ide tes , 41 
A n t i p a s , 6 3 , 68 , 69 , 70, 7 1 , 72, 

76, 9 1 , 103, 104, 122, 123, 
128, 129, 133, 143, 144, 164, 
177, 179, 191 , 192, 1 9 9 , 2 0 0 , 
214, 222, 2 2 3 , 234, 273 , 289 , 
2 9 6 , 3 2 1 , 3 6 5 , 3 9 2 , C h . 3 , n n . 
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29 , 30 , 3 3 , C h . 4, n n . 65 , 
l l l , C h . 5 , n n . 126 ,128 , C h . 
6, n n . 49 , 50 , C h . 8, n . 66 

A n t i p a t e r , 59 , 60 , 6 1 , 6 3 , 64 , 
1 6 4 , 1 8 7 , 1 8 8 , 1 9 9 , C h . 3 , n n . 
13, 16, C h . 5, n . 117 

A n t i p a t r i s , 233 
A n t o n y , 62 , 64 , 65 , 66 , 117, 

118 
A p a m a e a , 79 
A p h t h i a , 231 
A p i o n , 3 
A p o l l o n i u s , P t o l e m a i c F i 

n a n c e M i n i s t e r , 36 , 156, 
157, 162, 171 , 172, 173, 198, 
267, C h . 5 , n . 76 

A q i b a , R. , 327 
A r a b a , C h . 4 , n . 100 
A r a d u s , 62 
' a r a q el A m i r , 274 
Arav , 315 , 330, C h . 2 , n . 52 
A r b a t t a (see a l s o N a r b a t t a ) , 

37 , 38 , C h . 2 , n . 37 
A r b e l a , 1 0 , 3 9 , 4 1 , 6 6 , 6 7 , 2 1 2 , 

C h . 1, n . 18, C h . 2 , n . 52 
A r c h e l a u s , 68 , 69 , 191 , 214, 

217, 224, 288 , 289 , C h . 3 , 
n n . 29 , 30 , C h . 7, n . 87 

Are ta s , N a b a t a e a n K i n g , 70 
A r e t h u s a , 58 
Ar i s t ides , 352 
A r i s t o b u l u s I , 42 , 4 3 , 44 , 101 , 

187, 212 , 313 , C h . 2, n . 55 
A r i s t o b u l u s I I , 46 , 59 , 60 , 6 1 , 

67 , 179, 213 , C h . 8, n . 21 
A r s i n o e , sister of P t o l e m y IV, 

31 
A r t a b a n u s , P a r t h i a n K i n g , 70 
A r t a x e r x e s I, 279 

A r t a x e r x e s I I I , C h . 2 , n . 14 
Arse la , n a t i v e of S e p p h o r i s , 

127 
A s a m o n , 80 
Ashe r , T r i b e of, 17, 18 
A s k a l o n , 62, 79, 117, 184, C h . 

2, n . 26, C h . 3 , n . 18 
A s o c h i s ( S i k h n i n ) , 44 , 45 , 123 
A t h r o n g e s , 214 
A u g u s t u s , 134, 136, 137, 164, 

191, 214, 224, 2 7 1 , 272 
A u r a n i t i s , 4 3 , 114, 164 
A z o t u s , 58 
Baa lbeck , C h . 7, n . 30, 32 
B a b a t a , D o c u m e n t s , C h . 4, 

n . 101, C h . 5, n . 50 
B a b y l o n , 46 , 283 , 3 6 1 , C h . 5 , 

n . 33 
B a b y l o n i a , 35 
Bacch ides , Se l euc id G e n e r a l , 

39 
B a g o a s , H i g h Pr ies t of J u 

d a e a , C h . 7, n . 55 
B a k a , G a l i l e a n v i l l age , C h . 4 , 

n . 100 
B a r a k , I s rae l i t e j u d g e , 17 
B a r - C o c h b a , 90 , 127, 168 ,245 , 

287 , 324, C h . 3 , n . 65 , C h . 4, 
n . 97 , C h . 5, n . 48 , C h . 8, 
n . 89 

B a r z a p h r a n e s , P a r t h i a n g e n 
e ra l , 65 

B a s h a n , 5 , 7, 276 
B a t a n a e a , 4 3 , 79, 114, 121, 

137, 144, 164, 190, 318, C h . 
5, n . 41 

Ben D a m a h , 348 
Ben S i r a c h , 275 
Beren ice , 163, 193 
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Bersabe, 9 
Berytus , 108, 118, 143 
Beth A n a t h , 19, 106, 156, 157, 

158, 162, 171, 181, 183, 184, 
196, 198, C h . 4, n . 15, C h . 5, 
n n . 7, 68 

Bethel , 2 6 1 , 272, C h . 2, n . 38 
Beth H o r o n , 39, 79, 232 
Beth Kerem, 9, 10 
B e t h l e h e m , C h . 9, n n . 58 , 71 
Beth N e to f a h , 10 
Beth R a m a h , 316, C h . 8, n . 42 
Be thsa ida ( J u l i a s ) , 5, 14, 77, 

103, 114, 136, 137, 322, 358, 
3 6 1 , C h . 4 , n n . 1 0 , 1 1 , C h . 8, 
n . 6 3 , C h . 9, n . 74 

Be thsa ida , p l a i n of, 14 
Be th S h e a n , va l ley , 7 , 8 , 1 2 , 1 4 , 

16, 18, 111, 113, 2 7 1 , 273 
Be th S h e a r i m , 15, 138, 140, 

163, C h . 4, n . 100 
Beth S h e m e s h , 19 
B iqa ' , Pas s , 30 , C h . 2, n . 15 
Bir ta , 106 
Blas tus , A g r i p p a I 's c h a m b e r 

l a i n , 116 
Boroa ( A l e p p o ) , 350 
Caesar , 6 1 , 62 , 117, 118, 119, 

120, 163, 179, 187, 188, 189, 
190, 192, 287 

Caesarea , 74, 78 , 79, 80 , 89 , 
107, 111, 345 , 348 

Caesarea P h i l i p p i , 1 4 , 8 5 , 1 0 3 , 
136f, 182, 2 7 2 , 3 1 1 , 3 1 3 , 3 1 4 , 
319, 322, 325 , 357, 358, 375 , 
C h . 4 , n . 11 

C a e s e n n i u s G a l l u s , C o m 
m a n d e r of t h e 12th L e g i o n , 
80 , 229 

C a l i r , 9 t h c e n t u r y J e w i s h 
p o e t , C h . 7, n . 81 

C a n a , 24 , 369, 370, 372, C h . 9 , 
n n . 84 , 90 

C a p h e r n a u m , 137, 322, 355 , 
3 6 1 , 3 6 5 , 3 7 1 , 3 7 2 , 378 , 379, 
C h . 4 , n n . 11 , 102, C h . 8, n . 
63 , C h . 9, n n . 5 3 , 56 , 58 , 90 

C a r m e l , M t . , 4 , 6, 42 , 65 , 105, 
110, 1 3 8 , 2 6 8 , C h . 4, n n . 86 , 
102, C h . 7, n n . 28 , 32 

C a r n a i m , 270 , 274 
C a r r h a e , Ba t t l e of, 60 , 62 , 179 
C a s s a n d e r , A l e x a n d e r ' s g e n 

e ra l , 27 
C a s s i u s L o n g i n u s , R o m a n 

Q u a e s t o r , 60 , 6 1 , 62 , 6 3 , 64 , 
67 , 117, 179, 190 

Ce raeas , P t o l e m a i c officer i n 
P a l e s t i n e , 3 1 , 32 

C e s t i u s G a l l u s , L e g a t e of 
Syr ia , 76, 79 , 80 , 8 1 , 84 , 85 , 
105, 107, 125, 135, 143, 229 , 
230, 232, 2 3 3 , 237 , 239 , C h . 
3 , n . 36 , 52 , C h . 5 , n . 131 , 
C h . 8, n . 16 

C h a b u l o n , 80 , 105, 107, 143, 
229 

C h a l c i s , 65 , 76, 77 
C h a r e s , of G a m a l a , 136, C h . 

4, n . 83 
C h i o s , I s l a n d of, 171 
C l a u d i u s , E m p e r o r , 70 , 72, 

73 , 75, 76, 7 7 , 1 0 7 , 1 2 9 , 144, 
C h . 4 , n . 95 

C o c h a b a , 350, 3 5 1 , 352, 353 , 
C h . 9 , n . 8 

Coe le -Syr ia , 27 , 28 , 30, 3 1 , 32, 
33 , 34, 35 , 37 , 64 , 109, 156, 
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160, 185 ,190 , 267, 350, C h . 
2, n n . 15, 17 

C o m p s u s , s o n of C o m p s u s , of 
T i b e r i a s , 199 

C o n s t a n t i n e , E m p e r o r , 355 
C o r i n t h , 180 
C o r n e l i u s H i s p a l u s , R o m a n 

C o n s u l , C h . 7, n . 40 
C o r o z a i n , 137, 3 2 2 , 3 6 1 , C h . 8, 

n . 63 
C r a s s u s , T r i u m v i r , 60, 179, 

189 
C r i m e a , 269 
C r i s p u s , Prefect of T i b e r i a s , 

131, 199 
C u m a n u s , P r o c u r a t o r of J u 

d a e a , 74, 75 , 76 77, 220 
C u s p i u s F a d u s , P r o c u r a t o r of 

J u d a e a , 73 , 76 
C y r u s , P e r s i a n k i n g , 23 
D a b a r i t t a , 8 1 , 87 , 193, 235 , 

236 
D a g o n , P h i l i s t i n e d ie ty , C h . 

7, n . 13 
D a l m a n u t h a , 358 
D a m a s c u s , 13, 345 , 347 
D a n , 8, 17, 18, 2 7 1 , 272 , 273 
D a r i u s , P e r s i a n k i n g , 22, 23 , 

279 
D a v i d , 48 , 352 
D e b o r a h , 17, 18, 19 
D e l o s , 115 
D e m e t r i u s , S o n of A n t i g o n u s , 

2 7 , 2 8 
D e m e t r i u s I, S e l e u c i d K i n g , 

39 , 40 , 108, 185, 186 
D e m e t r i u s II , S e l e u c i d K i n g , 

40 , 4 1 , 119, 185 
D e m e t r i u s I I I , A k a i r o s , 48 

D i u m , t o w n of D e k a p o l i s , 58 
D o m i t i a n , E m p e r o r , 348, 352 
D o r , 18, 24, 30, 58 , C h . 2, n n . 

9, 2 7 , C h . 3 , n . 44 
E c d i p p a , 324, 325 
E g y p t , 22, 27, 28 , 29 , 30, 3 1 , 

35 , 36, 60 , 156f, 171, 172, 
174, 179, 332, C h . 2, n . 18, 
C h . 5, n n . 7 6 , 8 1 , 1 0 5 , C h . 9, 
n . 58 

E leazar b e n A n a n i a s , t e m p l e 
c a p t a i n , 230, 2 3 1 , 232, 242, 
312 

E leazar b e n D e i n a e u s , b r i g a n d 
chief, 74, 231 

Eleazar , G a l i l e a n scr ibe , 313 
Eleazar , s o n of S a m e a s , G a l i 

l e a n k i l l ed a t J o t a p a t a , 85 
Eleazar of M a s a d a , 217, C h . 6, 

n . 29 
Eleazar , s o n of N e u s ( A n a n i a s ) 

g e n e r a l of r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
g o v e r n m e n t , C h . 6, n . 94 

Eleazar b e n S i m o n , J e r u s a l e m 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y leader , 232 

E l e u t h e r u s R ive r , 8, 27, 34 
El iezer ben H y r c a n u s , R. , 

307, 324, 325 , 347f 
E l i j a h , 287, 3 3 1 , 332, C h . 7, 

n . 32, C h . 8, n n . 96, 97 , 98 
E m m a u s , 167 
E n g e d d i , 173 
E p h e s u s , 62 
E p i p h a n i u s , 276, 349, 350, 

356 
E s h a r h a d d o n , Assy r i an K i n g , 

25 , C h . 7, n . 16 
E u p h r a t e s , 69 
E u p o l e m u s , 267, C h . 8, n . 34 
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Ezechiel , 115, 120 

Fel ix , R o m a n P r o c u r a t o r of 
J u d a e a , 74, 75 , 76, 242 

Festus , R o m a n P r o c u r a t o r of 
J u d a e a , 231 

G a b a , 67, 79, 103, 136, 137, 
138, 163, C h . 4, n n . 86 , 88 

G a b a r a , 24, 69 , 79, 8 2 , 8 5 , 1 0 3 , 
126, 166, 230, 239, 243 

G a b i n i u s , 5 9 , 6 0 , 6 1 , 6 2 , 7 1 , 9 1 , 
110, 122, 138, 187, 188, 192, 
1 9 9 , 2 7 3 , 3 9 2 , C h . 3 , n n . 6 , 9 , 
13, C h . 5, n . 115 

G a d a r a , 58 , 70, 78 , 79 , 134, 
143, 237, C h . 3 , n n . 10, 42 , 
C h . 6, n . 90 , C h . 9 , n . 70 

G a i u s C a l i g u l a , E m p e r o r , 70, 
71,72f , 166, 178, 1 9 2 , 2 9 4 

G a l a a d i t i s , 33 
Ga l i l ee (see a l s o Sub j ec t I n 

dex) , A g r i c u l t u r e i n , 170-
173; Assyr i ans , 24f, C h . 2, n . 
10, 13; b o r d e r s of, 7f, 117; 
C h r i s t i a n i t y i n , 344-348, 
353f, 372-380, C h . 8, n . 40 ; 
c l i m a t e of, 5f, 15; d i v i s i o n s 
of 45f, 69 , C h . 2, n . 52 , C h . 
4, n . 10, C h . 5, n . 143; eco
n o m i c s of, 155, 173f, 176-
178; E l i j a h a n d , 331 f; i n t h e 
gospe l s , 358-372; a n d H a l a 
k h a h , 308, 311-316, 328f; 
a n d H a s m o n a e a n s , 42-44, 
162, 186; a n d H e l l e n i s m , 
50, 138-145, C h . 9, n . 12; 
a n d H e r o d , 63-68,164f, 2 1 1 -
216, C h . 3 , n . 26, C h . 4 , n . 
64; a n d H o l y M a n , 332f; 

i n d u s t r i e s i n , 172, 174, 181; 
J e s u s a n d , 192, 221-229, 
321f, 373f; J o s e p h u s , 7 7 , 7 9 , 
81-83 , 88f, 143 ,241-244; a n d 
J u d a e a , 72, 169, 245 , 277 , 
284, 316-318, 329; J u d a i s a -
t i o n of, 43f, 58 , C h . 2 , n . 47 , 
C h . 3 , n . 7; l a n d o w n e r s h i p 
i n , 156-170; l a n g u a g e s of, 
140f, 145, C h . 5 , n n . 102, 
103, 104; M e s s i a n i s m i n , 75 , 
3 2 8 , C h . 6 , n . 7 5 , C h . 8 , n . 82 , 
C h . 9, n n . 4, 13; n a m e of, 3 , 
2 2 , 3 7 , C h . l , n . l , C h . 2 , n n . 
1, 36; a n d P h a r i s e e s , 320, 
322f, 3 3 3 , C h . 8, n . 78; a n d 
Pr ies t s , 126, 284, C h . 4 , n . 
6 1 , C h . 6, n . 8 3 , C h . 7 , n . 8 1 ; 
a n d P t o l e m i e s , 27-29, 156-
160, C h . 2 , n . 16; a n d r e f o r m 
(he l l en i s t i c ) , 37f, 266-274; 
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s i n , 208 , 
210f, 212, 217, 221f, 229 , 
233 , 245-247, C h . 6, n . 7, 
37, 4 5 ; a n d R o m e , 58f, 73 -
76, 78 , 80-88, 9 1 , 167f, 324-
326, C h . 8, n n . 34 , 42 , 6 8 , 
74; a n d Se leuc ids , , 30-34, 
161 f, C h . 2, n . 13; soc ia l 
c lasses i n , 88 , 194-200, 225 , 
245f, 293-297, C h . 5 , n n . 8, 
34 , 47 ; t a x a t i o n i n , 1 8 6 , 1 8 8 , 
190, 192, 294, C h . 5 , n . 128; 
u r b a n i s a t i o n of, 16, 104, 
121-138 

G a l i l e e , L o w e r , 5 , 8, 10-12, 
2 4 , 4 4 , 6 6 , 8 3 , 8 4 , 8 7 , 9 0 , 1 0 5 , 
112, 141 , 145, 156, 167, 170, 
239, 245 , 282 , 376 
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G a l i l e e , U p p e r , 4 , 5, 8, 12-13, 
24 , 32 , 3 3 , 4 1 , 4 3 , 4 4 , 6 9 , 79, 
8 3 , 8 5 , 9 0 , 1 4 1 , 1 4 5 , 1 5 6 , 1 7 4 , 
183, 104, 166, 192, 238, 239 , 
240, 2 7 3 , 2 7 4 , 2 8 2 , 3 1 3 , 3 1 9 , 
325 , C h . 2, n . 52 , C h . 3 , 
n . 64 , C h . 4 , n n . 49 , 102, 
1 0 9 , 1 1 2 , C h . 5 , n . l 2 8 , C h . 6 , 
n n . 27 , 104, C h . 8, n . 76 

G a m a l a , 77, 8 3 , 84 , 86 , 114, 
135, 136, 199, 2 1 0 , 2 9 2 , 3 1 9 , 
C h . 3 , n . 55 , C h . 4, n n . 82 , 
8 3 , C h . 6, n n . 27 , 29 

G a m a l i e l I ,R. , 216 , 282, 285 , 
3 2 6 . C h . 7 , n . 7 3 , C h . 8 , n . 4 5 

G a m a l i e l I I ,R . , 90 , 142, 324, 
326, C h . 7 , n n . 7 0 , 7 3 , C h . 8 , 
n . 24 , C h . 9, n . 14 

G a m a l u s , 131 
G a r i s , G a l i l e a n v i l l age , 84 
G a u l a n i t i s , 14, 79, 114, 134, 

1 3 5 , 2 1 0 , 3 1 9 , C h . 4, n . 112, 
C h . 6, n . 27 

G a z a , 22 , 27 , 28 , 58 , 79, 106, 
345 , C h . 2 , n n . 2 7 , 2 8 , C h . 5 , 
n . 97 

G e n n e s a r e t h , p l a i n of, 8, 14, 
15, 164, 170, 173 

G e n n e s a r e t h , L a k e of, 4f, 17, 
39 , 113, 164, 174, 358 

G e r a s a , 78 , 79 
G e r i z i m , 2 3 , 2 8 , 37 , 266 , 274, 

2 9 1 , 292 , C h . 7, n n . 2 3 , 241 

G e s s i u s F l o r u s , P r o c u r a t o r of 
J u d a e a , 7 3 , 209 

Gezer , 45 

G i l b o a , M o u n t , 10 

G i l e a d , 24 , 37 , 110, 276 

G i s c h a l a ( G u s h - H a - l a b ) , 8, 
13, 15, 49 , 69 , 79, 84 , 87, 88 , 
117, 118, 119, 126, 166, 180, 
230, 238, 240, 246, C h . 3 , n . 
4 2 , C h . 4 , n .102, C h . 6 , n . 104 

G i v a t h a M o r e , 10 
G l a u k i a s , a g e n t of A p o l l o 

n i u s , 171 , 172 
H a b r a , W. , 140, 144 
H a d r i a n , E m p e r o r , 90 , 9 1 , 

132, 135, 167, C h . 8, n . 7 
H a l a f t a , R. , 326, 327 
H a m a t h , 4 1 , 44 
H a n a n i a h b e n T e r a d i o n , R. , 

326 
H a n i n a b e n D o s a , R. , 315, 

316, 330, 3 3 1 , 332, C h . 8, 
n . 78, 92 , 9 3 , 94, 98 , 105 

H a r o d Val ley , 7 
H a r o s h e t h H a g g o y i m , 19, C h . 

1, n . 35 
H a z o r , 14, 17, 19, 24 , 25 , 4 1 , 

C h . 1, n . 3 1 , C h . 2, n . 12 
H e b r o n , 12 
H e r a c l e t u s , off icial i n Z e n o n 

P a p y r i , 177 
H e r m o n , M o u n t , 8, 14, 271 
H e r o d , t h e G r e a t , 4 3 , 58 , 6 1 , 

62 , 6 3 , 64 , 65 , 66 , 67 , 68 , 69 , 
70, 72, 75, 76 , 79, 87 , 107, 
114, 117, 118, 123, 126, 128, 
134, 135, 136, 137, 140, 163, 
164, 178, 180, 187, 1 9 0 , 1 9 1 , 
192, 1 9 9 , 2 1 0 , 2 1 1 , 2 1 2 , 2 1 3 , 
214, 215 , 216, 285 , 288, 319, 
C h . 3 , n n . 7, 2 1 , 22, 26, 
45 , C h . 4 , n n . 54 , 64, C h . 5, 
n . 4 1 , C h . 6, n n . 6, 23 , C h . 
7, n . 68 , C h . 8, n . 28 
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H e r o d of T i b e r i a s , s o n of 
G a m a l u s , 199 

H e r o d of T i b e r i a s , s o n of 
M i a r u s , 199 

H e r o d i a s , 70, 71 
H e s h b o n , 78 
H e z e k i a h , G a l i l e a n c h i e f t a i n , 

5 8 , 6 3 , 6 7 , 1 6 4 , 2 1 0 , 2 1 1 , 2 1 2 , 
215, 216, 217, 2 6 1 , 296 , C h . 
6, n . 10 

H i l l e l , R . 306 , 307 , 315 , 318, 
C h . 8, n n . 9 , 36, 49 

H i n a t u m a , 24 
H i p p o l o c h u s , T h e s s a l i a n 

c o m m a n d e r i n P t o l e m a i c 
P a l e s t i n e , 3 1 , 32 

H i p p o s , 58 , 79, 134, 135, 237 , 
C h . 6, n . 90 

H i r a m , k i n g of T y r e , 116 ,264 
H o r n s of H a t t i n , 10 
H o s e a , p r o p h e t , 2 5 , 269 
H u l e h , L a k e , 4f, 8 , 1 4 , 1 7 , 1 1 4 , 

120, 2 7 1 , 2 7 3 , C h . 5, n . 74 
H y r c a n i a , for t ress , 49, 59 
H y r c a n u s , t h e T o b i a d , 274 
H y r c a n u s I I , 44 , 46 , 47 , 5 8 , 

60, 6 1 , 62, 63 , 64, 65 , 117, 
188, 189, 2 1 3 , 284, 287 , C h . 
3 , n n . 13, 17, C h . 6, n . 15 

I d u m a e a , 28 , 3 3 , 4 5 , 5 8 , 212 , 
2 1 4 , 2 3 3 , 2 8 9 , 3 6 2 , C h . 3 , n n . 
5, 7, C h . 6, n . 94 

I jon , 24 
I p s u s , 28 
I r r u n a , 24 
I s h m a e l , t h e H i g h Pr i e s t , s o n 

of P h a b i , 284 
I ssachar , T r i b e of, 18 
Issus , 22 

Izates of A d i a b n e , 3 1 3 , C h . 8, 
n . 78 

J a b i n , k i n g of H a z o r , 17 
J a c o b t h e m m , f r o m C a p h e r 

n a u m , 347f 
J a c o b , P a t r i a r c h , 18 
J a c o b , s o n of J u d a s t h e G a l i 

l e an , 73 
J a m e s , b r o t h e r of t h e L o r d , 

276 , 352 , 354 , 355 , 375 , 376 , 
C h . 9, n . 98 

J a m e s , messenger of J o s e p h u s , 
82 

J a m n i a ( Y a v n e h ) , 5 8 , 90 , 307 , 
318, 320, 3 2 3 , 325 , 326 , 329, 
362, 377 , 379 , 393 , C h . 8, 
n n . 4, 5, 8, 48 , 50 

J a n o a h , 24 
J a p h a , G a l i l e a n v i l l age , 8 2 , 8 5 
J a s o n , H i g h Pr i e s t , 36, 186, 

263 , 265 
J e d d u a , v i l l a g e c h i e f t a i n i n 

Z e n o n P a p y r i , 29 , 158, 171 , 
184, 197 

J e r e m i a h , m e s s e n g e r of J o s e 
p h u s , 82 

J e r i c h o , 45 , 66 , 173, 212 , 214, 
233 , 289 , C h . 3 , n . 10, C h . 
7, n . 24 

J e r o b o a m , k i n g , 272 
J e r u s a l e m (see a l s o T e m p l e 

a n d P i l g r i m a g e i n Sub j ec t 
I n d e x ) , a n d A l e x a n d e r t h e 
G r e a t , 22; a r i s toc racy , 2 3 , 
36, 128, 242 , C h . 4, n . 56; a s 
c e n t r e for r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s , 
78f, 216 , 218, 231-234, 240, 
289, a s c e n t r e for s c r i b i s m , 
315, 322, C h r i s t i a n i t y , 345f, 
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349, 352 , 355 , 357, C h . 9, 
n n . 10, 11 , 20 , 22; c u l t i c 
c o m m u n i t y , 2 4 , 1 3 9 ; de l ega 
t i o n to G a l i l e e , 87 , 310f, 
379, C h . 4, n . 59 , C h . 6, n n . 
4 5 , 9 9 ; a n d G a l i l e e , 37f, 121, 
270, 365f, 3 7 1 , C h . 8, n . 34; 
a n d G a l i l e a n s , 235 , 238, 
246f, 2 8 7 , 2 9 3 ; G r e e k i n , C h . 
4 , n . 102, C h . 9 , n . 11 ; H a l 
a k h a h , 315,318f; H o l y C o n 
g r e g a t i o n of, C h . 8, n . 8 1 ; 
a n d H e l l e n i s t i c r e f o r m , 36 , 
262-266; N e w ( J e r u s a l e m ) , 
275; t h e P t o l e m i e s a n d , 28 , 
3 1 , 3 3 ; R o m e a n d , 58f, 60f, 
6 3 , 65 , 80 , 89 , 9 1 , 167, 188-
190, 287, C h . 3 , n n . 10, 13; 
a n d Se l euc ids , 28 , 35 , 184f, 
C h . 2 , n . 28 ; t i t hes for, 46 , 
2 8 I d , 284f 

J e s u s , b r o t h e r of C h a r e s of 
G a m a l a , 136 

J e s u s of N a z a r e t h (see a l s o 
P a r a b l e s i n Sub j ec t I n d e x ) , 
a n d ' a m ha - ' a r e t z , 308 , 3 7 1 ; 
a n d A n t i p a s , 222f; a n d C a e 
sa rea P h i l i p p i , 137; a n d 
D e k a p o l i s , 134; d i s c ip l e s of, 
223 , C h . 6, n n . 5 1 , 52; a n d 
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