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1. Background
As the adage ‘the child is the father of the man’ tells, children are the touchstone of a healthy and sustainable society. As foundations of society, their upbringing requires a complex process of designing, organizing, and practicing diverse play-oriented programs presented to them in child-friendly settings to create socio-emotional, intellectual, and educational stimulations. 

How a society treats its youngest members has significant influence on how it will grow, prosper, and be viewed by others. The long history of education in Ethiopia, however, has sidelined early childhood education by leaving it mainly for private providers, nongovernmental organizations, and religious institutions. After conducting  a national base-line study, recently, however, the Government of Ethiopia (GoE), on behalf its partner ministries – Ministry of Education (MoE), Ministry of Health (MoH), and Ministry of Youth, Children and Women (MoYCW) – has identified Early Childhood (EC)  as a critical period that requires due attention and a great deal of investment. The three ministries have developed a national Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) policy framework in 2010. MoE has identified Early Childhood Development - Care and Education (ECD-CE) as one priority area in the Education Sector Development Plan (ESDP-IV, 2010) because it recognizes it as a critical period to establish quality foundation for subsequent learning and development. MoE has also formulated a curriculum framework in 2013 and has called for an establishment of co-ordinately implementing ECCE expertise centres at university and college levels. Based on the framework at national level, regional colleges of teacher education have started training of ECCE teachers since 2015. The government has also initiated regions to introduce non-formal primary school preparation programs, namely, ’zero’ class (‘0’ class) and child to child (CtC) programs, in the primary education system in the past few years. It has also determined to empower regions in developing curriculum, training teachers, and supervisory support (MoE, 2015).
Success in achieving the government’s goal benefits not only the individual child but also family, community and society at large. Therefore, in line with the national policy and curricular framework, the College of Social Sciences and Humanities (CSSH) at Debre Berhan University (DBU) has initiated Psychology Department to make the necessary preparations to establish a graduate program in ECD-CE so that it will produce professionals that achieve the government’s mission of ‘ensuring all children the right to a healthy start in life, nurture in a safe, caring and stimulating environment, and develop to their fullest potential beginning from their earliest years’. Receiving the initiation happily the department accomplished the necessary tasks within a year and submitted a draft document for validation. The CSSH arranged a validation workshop by inviting professionals from MoE and AAU in early September. Accommodating comments from the validation workshop, the department has prepared this final post graduate curriculum. 
Program Rationale 
Since the College’s initiation of psychology department to make the necessary preparations, the department has been searching for both national and international reference benchmark to launch the graduate program. Online researching of the issue from internationally recognized universities (e.g. in Australian, American, Africa) and current scenario analysis of Ethiopian from recent ECCE focused documents and research work justify importance of establishing ECD programs and the need for investing on them.

Research (e.g. Cunha et al., 2006; Heckman, 1997; Tassew, 2011) shows that early childhood education attendance is positively associated with a substantial improvement in children’s cognitive development, motivation, and socialization. Early childhood development care and education may be one effective intervention for helping poor children, families, communities, and nations to break the intergenerational cycle of poverty (Woodhead, 2009), to reduce high grade repetition, and dropout rates reduction of drop out and repetition in later stages of schooling and improves enrolments, particularly of girls (UNESCO, 2005). Hence, low investment in childhood development leads to lower cognitive development and reduces school performance, which in turn has long lasting adverse effects on human skill formation (Heckman, 2006).
Recognizing its importance and urgency, GoE has determined to make all children ready for primary school by 2030 as its primary target (Target 1) through participation in quality early childhood education (UNESCO, 2015). It has started realizing this primary target by introducing ‘0’ class and ‘CtC’ programs.  For example, early childhood education General Enrolment Rate (GER) in 2008/2009 was only 4.2% nationally. Progress in recent years has raised the GER of children aged 4-6 (mostly in urban centres) to 33.65% in 2013/2014 (UNESCO, 2015). As another target (Target 6), by 2030 GoE is to ensure that all learners are taught by qualified, professionally trained, motivated and well supported teachers; and still as other target (Target 7), by 2030, all countries (including Ethiopia) allocate at least 4-6% of their Gross Domestic Product (GDP) or at least 15-20% of their public expenditures to education (UNESCO, 2015). 

In its 2013/2014 education statistics annual abstract, MoE has admitted that despite improvements in GER from previous years, there still exist great disparities among regions, urban and rural areas. In Education For All (EFA) 2015 national review report, UNESCO has also attested that in spite of the increased recognition of the importance of learning in the early years in Ethiopia, too many children do not have access to any form of early education programs before starting school. Although the introduction of ‘0’ class and ‘CtC’ has helped to raise the GER, the programs are non-formal, less structured, and of low quality. For example, children of ‘0’ class are coached by selected teachers from their respective primary schools (untrained in formal ECD-CE programs). In 2006 E.C, there were 1, 578, 494 children attending ‘0’ class at national level (MoE. 2015). Like ‘0’ class, ‘CtC’ program is part of pre-primary education where older children (younger facilitators) of grades 5-6 students take the motivation in looking for out-of- school early children in their homes and neighbourhoods, bring them to school, teach and play with them in their respective primary school compounds.  In 2006 E.C, there were 433, 473 children participating in this program nationally (MoE, 2015).  Furthermore, UNESCO (2015) has indicated its concern on GoE attaining of the targets it sets for it believes the government has missed most critical input for ensuring quality education: use of relevant ICT for education, efficient and effective leadership, and good governance established within the education and training system.
In summary, despite the government’s recognition of ECD-CE’s importance, at present (excepting those on preparations to start) there is no program at university level that produces professionals who are committed for a comprehensive Early Childhood Development (ECD) service provision. And until very recently, there is limited or inadequate government involvement in structuring, administering, guiding, coordinating, allocating budget, or supervising ECD programs. Due to this there is:

· Lack of standard that in turn give rise to lack of uniformity in access, quality, equity, and training duration of ECD programs
· Marginalization of the child’s local tradition and knowledge

· Wrong perception about children; early children are wrongly understood as ‘small is easier to manage’
· Low access and quality of pre-school education is contributing to low quality & dropout in primary and secondary school education.
It is understandable that these problems are directly or indirectly linked to the relative absence of well trained teachers and professionals in the field. Although, some regional colleges of teacher education started training of preschool teachers at diploma level, they do not have trainers/lecturers specialized in ECDCE.  Therefore, lack of trained teachers and professionals is the most urgent problem that needs to be addressed.   

Thus, setting up ECD programs at university level enable for preparation of professionals who will alleviate problems associated with the trainings and managements of ECD programs, that would contribute for an all rounded development of children and thereby making preschool curriculum smoothly correspond to the revised general education curriculum. In so doing, the foundation for quality education that cultivates quality, productive, and ethical citizens is laid in the early years.
1. Objectives of the program
3.1. General Objective
The general objective of the program is producing professionals who establish firm societal foundation by enhancing holistic development of children through the application of culture-appropriate child development principles and practices in preschools and other child service giving programs by conducting ECD research and through the provision of child relevant knowledge, skills, and ethics while respecting and affirming each child’s ethnic and linguistic heritage. 
                  3.2 Specific Objectives
The specific objectives of the program are to produce professionals who will have: 
· recognized the importance of the early years as basis for later social, emotional, and intellectual competence
· realized differences that exist among children in their needs, capacities, ethics and treated them accordingly

· safeguarded the rights and welfare of children, including Early Children with Special Needs (ECwSN) 

· guided children’s language development in mother tongue and English language
· stimulated children in acquiring basic science and math
· supported children’s physical, social, and emotional development

· prepared and used child-friendly play materials and activities

· planned, established, organized, and managed preschool programs
· mobilized resources and ensured delivery of quality services for children

· trained preschool teachers and other child service giving professionals
· demonstrated competence in the selection of topics and methods that apply to early childhood educators and children
· conducted early childhood research to inform and transform policy, curriculum, learning and assessment of ECD programs
· applied culture-appropriate child development principles and practices in early childhood settings
2. Professional profile
 ECD-CE professionals can apply their knowledge and experiences in a wide range of areas, including preschool settings, children, youth and women’s affairs, education sector (especially in colleges of teacher education), both as practitioner and manager. The graduates have opportunities to secure employment in child-service giving nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), governmental organizations, and private child service providers. They have also the professional competence to establish, organize, and manage private preschools and other child-service giving institutions.
3. Graduates’ competence profile  
Upon successful completion of the program, graduates will have: 

· recognized  individual differences among children and stimulate them according to their learning styles
· selected child relevant contents and present them in methods mixed with stories, music, dance, and other child pleasing techniques
· conducted research by gathering child-based data to inform child service providers and result in improved child learning

· demonstrated competencies in applying principles and practices of child development and current research to effective child learning/teaching, curriculum planning, and implementation
· designed, established, maintained, and managed ECD programs so that they are conducive to children

· collaborated with parents, education sector, children, youth and women’s affairs experts, NGOs, and other partners to improve child learning and development 
· applied developmental principles and practices in the identification, assessment, and development of early intervention programs for children in need of services

· given training on children and parents’ issues at academic and non-academic settings

· helped ECwSN to get rehabilitated and gain optimum psychosocial adjustment
· practiced community based psychosocial intervention and rehabilitation services in fostering optimal growth of children
6. Admission Criteria 

Applicant students are expected to submit the following: 

· Official transcripts from colleges or universities attended. 
· Personal statement (2-3 pages explaining why he/she wants to enter this program and how his/her experience will lend itself to successful completion) 
· BA, BSC or BED in early childhood education, pedagogy, maternal and child health, psychology, special needs education, sociology, social work or other equivalent studies attested by MoE and a cumulative GPA of 2 and above. 
· Pass entrance examination at a satisfactory level.
· Satisfy the general admission requirements of Graduate Programs set by MOE and DBU.
7. Graduation Requirement

A student who has passed all the courses with no ‘F’ grade; scored a minimum of 3:00 CGPA or better, and who demonstrates ethical behaviour that accords with university and children’s demands will graduate. A minimum of ‘B’ grade and above may be mandatory for certain professional courses as per the guideline of the department. Completion of the program requires taking 35 Credit Hours or 110 ECTS credits.
8. Degree Nomenclature
Master of Arts in Early Childhood Development - Care and Education (MA in ECD-CE) / የአርትስ ማስተርስ ዲግሪ በቀዳማይ ልጅነት ጊዜ እድገት( ክብካቤና ትምህርት/ will be offered to students after successful completion of the program.
9. Program courses and sequence
Course selection for the program bases the government’s implementing direction that attests contemporary early childhood education needs to integrate maternal and child health, early childhood education, child development research, and special needs education. The program consists of twelve courses that are generally grouped into three main categories/modules: 5 profession related; 3 subject method and content related; and 4 practicum and research related courses.
9.1 List of all Courses for MA in ECD-CE

	Category/
module
	Course code
	Course Title
	Credit hrs
	ECTS credits

	1. Profession related
	ECD 6111
	Fundamentals of early childhood education and pedagogy
	3
	8

	
	ECD 6121
	Early childhood development and Support
	3
	8

	
	ECD 6131
	Establishment and management of ECD programs 
	2
	6

	
	ECD 7141
	Inclusion of CwSNs and interventions in Early Childhood 
	2
	6

	
	ECD 7151
	School, child, family, and community relationships
	2
	6

	2. Subject   related
	ECD 6211
	Language development and communication  in early childhood
	3
	8

	
	ECD 6222
	Science and math for early childhood
	3
	8

	
	ECD 6232
	Art, early Childhood wellbeing and health 
	2
	6

	3. Practicum & research related
	ECD 6312
	ECD professional experience, reflection & Seminar
	3
	8

	
	ECD 6322
	Research methods in ECD 
	3
	8

	
	ECD 7331
	Assessing child development and using statistics 
	3
	8

	
	ECD 7342
	Thesis on ECD-CE
	6
	30

	Total
	35
	110


NB: CwSNs = children with special needs

47

\*1
9.2 Course breakdown for Regular Stude
nts
Year 1 Semester 1

	Course code
	Course Title
	Credit hrs
	ECTS credits

	ECD 6111
	Fundamentals of early childhood education and pedagogy
	3
	8

	ECD 6121
	Early childhood development and Support
	3
	8

	ECD 6131
	Establishment and management of ECD programs 
	2
	6

	ECD 6211
	Language development and communication  in early childhood
	3
	8

	                                                                                                                            Total
	11
	30


	Code
	Course Title
	Credit hrs
	ECTS credits

	ECD 6312
	ECD professional experience, reflection & Seminar
	3
	8

	ECD 6222
	Science and math for early childhood
	3
	8

	ECD 6232                                          
	Art, early childhood wellbeing and  health  
	2
	6

	ECD 6322
	Research methods in ECD 
	3
	8

	                                                                                                       Total
	11
	30


Year 1 Semester 2

Year 2 Semester 1

	Code
	Course Title    
	Credit hrs
	ECTS credits

	ECD 7331
	Assessing child development and using statistics 
	3
	8

	ECD 7141
	Inclusion of CwSNs and intervention in Early Childhood
	2
	6

	ECD 7151
	School, child, family, and community relationships
	2
	6

	ECD 7342
	Thesis on ECD-CE
	-
	-

	                                                                                                                   Total                                                                                                            
	7
	20


Note: The department is expected to assign thesis advisors at the beginning of first semester and trainees should prepare and submit thesis proposal for the course ECE 7342 at the end of the semester. 
Year 2 Semester 2

	Course Code
	Course Title    
	Credit hrs
	ECTS credits

	ECD 7342
	Thesis on ECD-CE
	6
	30 

	                                                                                                       Total
	6
	30


9.3 Course breakdown for Extension Students
Year 1 Semester 1

	Course code
	Course Title
	Credit hrs
	ECTS credits

	ECD 6111
	Fundamentals of early childhood education and pedagogy
	3
	8

	ECD 6121
	Early childhood development and Support
	3
	8

	ECD 6131
	Establishment and management of ECD programs 
	2
	6

	                                                                                                                                   Total
	8
	22


	Code
	Course Title
	Credit hrs
	ECTS credits

	ECD 6312
	ECD professional experience, reflection & Seminar
	3
	8

	ECD 6211
	Language development and communication  in early childhood
	3
	8

	ECD 6232                                          
	Art, early childhood wellbeing and  health  
	2
	6

	                                                                                                       Total
	8
	22


Year 1 Semester 2

Year 1 Semester 3 (summer)
	Code
	Course Title
	Credit hrs
	ECTS credits

	ECD 6222
	Science and math for early childhood
	3
	8

	ECD 6322
	Research methods in ECD.
	3
	8

	                                                                                                       Total
	6
	16


Year 2 Semester 1

	Code
	Course Title    
	Credit hrs
	ECTS credits

	ECD 7331
	Assessing child development and using statistics 
	3
	8

	ECD 7141
	Inclusion of CwSNs and intervention in Early Childhood
	2
	6

	ECD 7151
	School, child, family, and community relationships
	2
	6

	ECD 7342
	Thesis on ECD-CE
	-
	-

	                                                                                                                               Total                                                                                                            
	7
	20


Note: The department is expected to assign thesis advisors at the beginning of first semester and trainees should prepare and submit thesis proposal for the course ECE 7342 at the end of the semester. 

Year 2 Semester 2

	Course Code
	Course Title    
	Credit hrs
	ECTS credits

	ECD 7342
	Thesis on ECD-CE
	6
	30 

	                                                                                                                Total
	6
	30 


9.4 Course breakdown for Summer Students

Summer 1

	Course code
	Course Title
	Credit hrs
	ECTS credits

	ECD 6111
	Fundamentals of early childhood education and pedagogy
	3
	8

	ECD 6121
	Early childhood development and Support
	3
	8

	ECD 6131
	Establishment and management of ECD programs 
	2
	6

	ECD 6211
	Language development and communication  in early childhood
	3
	8

	Total
	11
	30


NB: At the end of first summer students will take tasks/activities for ECD 6312 course which will be accomplished during winter season and will be presented in the second summer.
	Code
	Course Title
	Credit hrs
	ECTS credits

	ECD 6312
	ECD professional experience, reflection & seminar
	3
	8

	ECD 6222
	Science and math for early childhood
	3
	8

	ECD 6232
	Art , early childhood wellbeing and health
	2
	6

	ECD 6322
	Research methods in ECD 
	3
	8

	                                                                                                       Total
	11
	30


Summer 2

Summer 3
	Code
	Course Title    
	Credit hrs
	ECTS credits

	ECD 7331
	Assessing child development and using statistics 
	3
	8

	ECD 7141
	Inclusion of CwSNs and intervention in Early Childhood
	2
	6

	ECD 7151
	School, child, family, and community relationships
	2
	6

	ECD 7342
	Thesis on ECD-CE
	-
	-

	                                                                                                                               Total                                                                                                            
	7
	20


Note: The department is expected to assign thesis advisors at the beginning of third summer and trainees should prepare and submit thesis proposal for the course ECE 7342 at the end of the semester. 

Starting from end of Third Summer up to Summer 4 (i.e. including the winter)
	Course Code
	Course Title    
	Credit hrs
	ECTS credits

	ECD 7342
	Thesis on ECD-CE
	6
	30

	                                                                                                                Total
	6
	30


Note: Trainees should come up at least with the results of the study for the fourth summer and finalization of the thesis and defence will be conducted with in the fourth summer.
10. Duration of the program
It takes two years for MA students to complete their study in a regular and extension programs and four summer seasons for summer students. Master of Arts in ECD-CE is offered to a student upon successful completion of the courses and other requirements of the program. 

11. Modes of delivery
The modes of delivery for the program can be regular full time, evening extension, summer in-service, or distance learning as per the legislation of the university. 

12. Learning/Teaching assessment
Assessment will be both continuous and summative in line with course objectives and department guideline. A range of tools will be employed to practice continuous assessment:

· guided reading and writing assignments
· quizzes and tests

· individual and group projects

· early childhood material preparation, display, and demonstration

· early childhood programs observation and reflective reporting

· seminar presentation

· micro/peer teaching
The preparation and use of plays, stories, and other activities/materials that stimulate and promote early childhood learning and development is emphasized in all assessments.

13. Quality assurance mechanism
To ensure quality, there will be planned evaluation of the program which will be ensured by the department of psychology in line with standards established by the quality assurance office of Debre Berhan University. The quality assurance process can be handled from within as well as from external quality assurance bodies. There will be feedback from graduates of the program, instructors, and concerned stakeholders. Quality assurance schemes are expected to be practiced at program inputs, process, and output levels. 
14. Staff profile and resource
The Department, staffed with the following professionals, is looking forward to promising opportunities and resources:

14.1. Full time staff




1. Aklilu Yirgu

MA, Lecturer


Educational Psychology

2. Anteneh Niguse
MA, Lecturer


Measurement and Evaluation

3. Fikirte Lakew 

MA, Lecturer  


Measurement and Evaluation

4. Fuad
Hirpo

MA, Lecturer


Counselling Psychology 

5. Gedion Tafere

MA, Lecturer


Social psychology
6. Getahun sahile

MA, Lecturer


Counselling Psychology
7. Getinet Ashenafi
PhD, Assit. prof*. 

Applied developmental                                 






psychology
8. Kasahun Tilahun
PhD, Assit prof.

Applied developmental







psychology
9. Mehari
Getnet

MA, Lecturer


Counselling Psychology
10. Mesfin Abebe

PhD, Assit. prof.

Special needs education
11. Metasebiya Bogale     
MA, Lecturer


Social psychology
12. Setegn Arasaw
PhD, Assit. prof.

Applied developmental







psychology
13. Shumiye Molla
MA, Lecturer


Social psychology
14. Tariku Elmi

MA, Lecturer


Clinical Psychology
15. Tibebu Yohannes 
PhD, Assit. prof.

Special needs Education
16. Tsega
Mesfin

MA, Lecturer


Social psychology

* Assit. Prof. – Assistant professor

14.2. Staff pursuing for their PhDs
   
Candidate


pursuing for
17. Abera Tibebu


PhD in Social psychology




18. Gezahagn Beyene

PhD in Special needs education

19. Mohammed Demise

D Ed  
in Psychology of Education

20. Samson Fekadu

PhD in Applied developmental psychology

21. Sintayehu Ambachew

PhD in Educational psychology

22. Tamene Keneni

PhD in Applied developmental psychology

23. Tarekegn Desalegn

D Lit Phil in Psychology

24. Tedla Kutaye


D Lit Phil in Psychology

25. Teferi Adinew


PhD in Inclusive education

26. Tesfaye Angasa

D Ed in Psychology of Education

27. Tesfaye Bahiru

PhD in Applied developmental psychology

14.3 Opportunities and resources
· The department is staffed with professionals of diverse specializations that are relevant to early childhood development and learning/teaching including developmental, counselling, social, educational psychology and special needs education.

· The department has accessible partners to work with in achieving its objectives; the municipality, other departments of DBU, hospital, children, youth and women’s affair office, health centres, the preschools and the community in Debre Berhan town are some of the cooperating partners that the department is looking forward to working with to achieve its shared goal.
· DBU libraries are currently equipped with child development and education books. Additional relevant books, material, and equipment are on plan to be available.
· As an emerging university, DBU is expected to arrange a space to establish a model preschool and an ECD-CE centre that enables the department evolve as an excellence centre in which productive child development research will be conducted. 
15. Course descriptions
ECD 6111: Fundamentals of early childhood education and pedagogy (3 Cr. hrs/ 8 ECTS credits)
This course traces back to the emergence of ECD and teacher development programs as well as deals with contemporary issues and trends in child–oriented pedagogy nationally and internationally. It exposes students to a variety of developmentally appropriate approaches, contemporary needs of children and families. Play is singled out as a leading activity of children’s learning and development. Diversity in curriculum to address individual difference will be reviewed and integrated with a focus on the role of play in the total development of children; examines influences of culture, media and technology on children’s play. It explores aspects of curriculum development, content, learning experiences and ways of connecting learning objectives to assessment and evaluation with reference to child development. The course identifies characteristics and signs of growth, development, learning and social behaviours. It exposes to alternatives, models and encourages adaption, development and use of developmentally and culturally appropriate learning and teaching practices in ECD. 
ECD 6121: Early childhood development and support (3 Cr. hrs/ 8 ECTS credits)

This course, after defining early childhood as a distinct stage, explores child rearing practices and knowledge at national and international levels and how they apply to children with differing ability levels and learning styles. The course emphasises on indigenous practices, cultural perspectives and experiences of early childhood development. It covers prenatal development and care, healthy child bearing and development, attachment and bonding areas. Basic dimensions of child development – physical, cognitive, and socio-emotional changes are discussed. Emphasis is on helping students integrate their indigenous knowledge of child development practices and knowledge to predict and promote optimal growth and development in children. Parents and significant others’ roles in providing a safe and stimulating environment for development of children are included. 

ECD 6131: Establishment and management of ECD programs (2Cr.hrs/ 6ECTS credits)
This course presents topics on space planning, needs assessment, establishment, organization, and management of aesthetically pleasant ECD programs. It enables graduates design, evaluate, and improve indoor and outdoor environments that ensure quality learning, nurturing experiences, and optimize the development of children; focus on maintaining safe, healthy, conducive and inclusive environment; identify materials for play and for joyful learning of children. Identification of resources that reinforce concepts formation in children and selection of relevant teaching practices is the focus of the course. It also covers the planning, organizing, managing and evaluating of programs facilities, finance, and personnel in early childhood settings; facilitating adult-child interaction as well as meeting regional and national regulatory requirements are highlighted in the course. Sharing information about children, keeping and maintaining records, establishing and following rules and regulations are incorporated.

ECD 7141: Inclusion of CwSNs and intervention in Early Childhood (2 Cr. hrs/ 6 ECTS credits)
Examines assumptions about inclusive teaching/learning; the concept of intervention in natural environment and family centred support is explored. The course also deals with definitions, aetiology, diagnosis, assessment, screening and treatment of children with disabilities including children with physical and sensory impairment, autism, hearing and visual impairment, learning, speech and language disabilities, emotional disturbances, the gifted and talented and providing relevant services in inclusive settings. Contemporary issues related to inclusion in early childhood programs for children of all ability levels are also discussed. Issues of equity in preschool settings; basic rights of children; valuing diversity and individual difference related to the education of children with special needs. Demonstration of strategies that help multi-risk families assist in bringing together effective small and large scale intervention strategies from a variety of theoretical approaches; case study of innovative families and programs are presented; consideration of individual communication styles within cultural diversity for inclusion and empowerment are integrated. 

ECD 7151: School, child, family and community relationships (2 Cr.hrs/ 6 ECTS credits)
 The course indicates at ECD capacity building and partnership directions and procedures with parents, families, and communities. It illustrates the role of the family, primary care givers, neighbourhoods, and community in the social and emotional development of children. Creating cultural continuity by connecting the home environments to school setting through collective efforts is the theme; examination of relationships in contemporary family life, changing families, gender issues and public policy on families in multicultural society. It studies strategies that assist partners who work with children in facilitating supportive settings; includes contemporary issues, school and home-based programs; rights, roles and responsibilities, professional ethics and parents with special or unique needs. The course includes specific principles, philosophies, and practical techniques that preschool teachers in any setting can find useful in building relationships with children and families. Application of family system theories is considered.
ECD 6211: Language development and communication in early childhood (3 Cr. hrs/ 8 ECTS credits)
The use of children’s literature to promote language development and child literacy is included. Patterns of adult-child interactions to facilitate expression, communication and curiosity to develop child socialization are indicated. The course links the importance of oral language and early exploration with later reading and writing skills. It focuses on the acquisition and use of language as a medium to stimulate children in exploration and expression of their creative abilities. Instilling the language input which enables young children develop questioning, probing, and problem solving appropriate for different developmental levels and learning styles is the main objective of the course. Procedures of showing children on how to translate information presented to them into language patterns in ways that support their socialization are inculcated. 
ECD 6222: Science and math for early childhood (3 Cr. hrs/8 ECTS credits)
Focus on childhood-appropriate exploration, experimentation, and problem solving: making things move, change, and fit. The course enables preschool teachers to stimulate children identify the physical and social world that they see every day. It also gives emphasis to methods useful to promote prosocial skills in children such as sharing, making friends, helping, and conflict resolution. Overviews of how children construct mathematical meaning, mathematical learning principles and experiences; counting and computing with numbers, patterning things into numerical shapes is the focus of this course. Emphasis is on stimulating children’s individual and interactive analytical and thinking skills thereby laying the bases for subsequent learning and development. The course will enable preschool teachers to begin the concept of science and math in children and its relation to cultures, people’s application of scientific and mathematical concepts in their daily lives.

ECD 6232: Arts, early childhood wellbeing, and health (2 Cr. hrs/ 6 ECTS credits)
 Learn to plan experiences that allow children to express their creative ideas and feelings; focuses on strategies and understanding of the creative process. Planning, locating implementation directions, and evaluating preschool resources in ways that surface early children’s artistic potentials using a variety of methods and materials is the core of this course; focuses on promoting the arts in children’s lives; explores the role of the teacher in helping children become aware of the beauty around them and to appreciate the variety of arts including visual art, movement, sculpture, drama,  drawing, painting, theatre, craft, vocal and instrumental music, and dance. Strategies for surfacing both creative and fine artistic potentials of early children by working through and with parents and families are integrated. In this course, family and developmental issues related to health, common illnesses, preventive health care, safety at home, school and community settings of children at each stage of development from conception to childhood are included. Developing lifelong health habits through positive role modelling and through helping families understand essentials of healthy life styles at home including appropriate nutrition, prenatal maternal health, handling practices of both traditional and local food, and breast feeding.  The course covers safe arrangement and use of space, material, equipment, and activities to meet the age, ability, and skill needs of children. The essentials of communication with health professionals and parents in health, safety and nutrition issues in individual and group settings are also included. 

ECD 6312: ECD professional experience, reflection, and seminar (3 Cr. hrs/ 8 ECTS credits)

The course emphasizes the use of observation and reflection to understand practice and development of theory of action. It identifies techniques for avoiding bias, judgments, and assumptions in observations. The course also deals with collecting factual, descriptive information using a variety of tools i.e., running records, anecdotal records, checklists, time and event samples, portfolios, and developmental continuums. It interprets the information as it relates to general growth and development of the specific child(ren) observed. It promotes students to use skills and experiences to understand and reflect on early childhood principles, theories and teaching practices. This practice-based course help students become aware of personal qualities, feelings, and values in preschool environment that accord with children’s learning and development. Students are expected to be involved in early childhood learning, teaching or administrative settings and translate their observations and experiences into reports which in turn evolve into seminar presentations. Documenting and maintaining records as sources of knowledge base for ECD seminars and research projects are the major tasks of the student. 

ECD 6322: Research methods in ECD (3 Cr. hrs/ 8 ECTS credits)
This course requires development and application of early childhood professional experience, reflection, and ECD research methods. While applying ECD research methods, students identify purpose of researching, distinguish between quantitative and qualitative research paradigms, learn the research components (defining a research area, design or research questions, reviewing relevant literature, developing the objectives, methods of study, analysis, and writing a research proposal) by teaching in individual or team situation and working with families and substituting preschool staff for some or all day for some weeks. Proposal development on already documented and refreshed issues of ECD area following the research methods facilitates student’s development of becoming a reflective researcher. ‘Theorizing from the classroom’ or ‘teacher as a researcher’ is the outcome. Proposal development is required to support and evaluate the students’ progress in observation, recording, reflection, and practice of methods of assessing child development.

ECD 6331: Assessing child development and using statistics (3Cr. hrs/ 8 ECTS credits)

Students are encouraged to develop and/or adapt relevant child development assessing tools. Students will have the opportunity to explore a variety of early childhood education career experiences and child development assessing tools. Development of child growth assessing tool is required to support and evaluate the students’ progress in observation, recording, reflection, and practice of methods of assessing child development. This course enables students to apply the basic statistical procedures, understand application of statistical techniques for analysis and interpretation. Introduction to statistics, measurement and computation, organization and presentation of data, probability and normal distribution, statistical tests, regression and prediction, analysis and interpretation, may be treated as main chapters for the statistic component of the course depending on students’ previous knowledge.
ECD 7342: Thesis on ECD-CE (6 Cr. hrs / 30 ECTS credits)
This course is a continuation of research methods in ECD. It is designed to help graduates see themselves as researchers and conduct research in ECD areas that contribute to improved child learning/teaching and development, and inform policy and curriculum designers and child service providers. A student is expected to undertake an independent research work in the area of ECD-CE. The student is guided and supervised by a member of the teaching faculty of psychology department or other concerned departments. However, the thesis in which the research culminates should reflect the student’s own work.
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