AFRIGAN HISTORIES AND MODERNITIES

AND GLOBALIZATION

Challenges of Governance
and Greativity

Edited by
Toyin Falola and Kenneth Kalu




African Histories and Modernities

Series Editors
Toyin Falola
University of Texas at Austin
Austin, TX, USA

Matthew M. Heaton
Virginia Tech
Blacksburg, USA



This book series serves as a scholarly forum on African contributions to and
negotiations of diverse modernities over time and space, with a particular
emphasis on historical developments. Specifically, it aims to refute the hege-
monic conception of a singular modernity, Western in origin, spreading out
to encompass the globe over the last several decades. Indeed, rather than
reinforcing conceptual boundaries or parameters, the series instead looks to
receive and respond to changing perspectives on an important but inher-
ently nebulous idea, deliberately creating a space in which multiple moder-
nities can interact, overlap, and conflict. While privileging works that
emphasize historical change over time, the series will also feature scholar-
ship that blurs the lines between the historical and the contemporary, rec-
ognizing the ways in which our changing understandings of modernity in
the present have the capacity to affect the way we think about African and
global histories.

Editorial Board

Aderonke Adesanya, Art History, James Madison University

Kwabena Akurang-Parry, History, Shippensburg University

Samuel O. Oloruntoba, History, University of North Carolina, Wilmington
Tyler Fleming, History, University of Louisville

Barbara Harlow, English and Comparative Literature, University of Texas
at Austin

Emmanuel Mbah, History, College of Staten Island

Akin Ogundiran, Africana Studies, University of North Carolina, Charlotte

More information about this series at
http:/ /www.palgrave.com/gp /series /14758


http://www.palgrave.com/gp/series/14758

Toyin Falola e Kenneth Kalu
Editors

Africa and

Globalization

Challenges of Governance and Creativity

palgrave
macmillan



Editors

Toyin Falola Kenneth Kalu

Department of History Global Management

University of Texas at Austin Ted Rogers School of Management
Austin, TX, USA Ryerson University

Toronto, ON, Canada

African Histories and Modernities
ISBN 978-3-319-74904-4 ISBN 978-3-319-74905-1 (eBook)
https://doi.org,/10.1007 /978-3-319-74905-1

Library of Congress Control Number: 2018940439

© The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s) 2018

This work is subject to copyright. All rights are solely and exclusively licensed by the
Publisher, whether the whole or part of the material is concerned, specifically the rights of
translation, reprinting, reuse of illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on
microfilms or in any other physical way, and transmission or information storage and retrieval,
clectronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar or dissimilar methodology now
known or hereafter developed.

The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this
publication does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are
exempt from the relevant protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.
The publisher, the authors, and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and information
in this book are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither the
publisher nor the authors or the editors give a warranty, express or implied, with respect to
the material contained herein or for any errors or omissions that may have been made. The
publisher remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and
institutional affiliations.

Cover credit: ~UserGI15667539 /Getty
Printed on acid-free paper
This Palgrave Macmillan imprint is published by the registered company Springer International

Publishing AG part of Springer Nature.
The registered company address is: Gewerbestrasse 11, 6330 Cham, Switzerland


https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-74905-1

1

CONTENTS

Introduction: Africa in a Globalized World
Kenneth Kalu and Toyin Falola

Part I Africa’s Adaptation to Globalization

2

The Rediscovery of Africa
Melike Yilmaz and Fatima Momodu

Globalization and the Creative Space in Africa:
Implications for Governance and Development
N. Oluwafemi Mimiko and Funmilola Olorunfemi

Postcolonial Africa’s Development Trajectories
Mesut Yilmaz and Chigozie Enwere

Collective Social Action: Enlightenment Ethic
and the Rise of Modern Individualism
Enoch Olujide Gbadegesin

Same Migrants, Two Business Models: Culture-Centered
and Non-Traditional Businesses Established by
Ethiopians and Eritreans in Washington DC

Mussa Idris

19

21

39

49

71

93

v



vi  CONTENTS

7 Making Sense of South Africa’s Soft Power:
Projections, Prospects and Possibilities
Olusola Ogunnubi and Dorcas Ettang

Part I Governance and Creativity
8 Developmental Strategies and Cultural Dynamics
in Rural Nigeria
Harriet Omokiniovo Efanodor
9 The Impossible Craft of Nation-Building
in Postcolonial Cameroon

Ramon A. Fonkoué

10 Creativity and New Technologies: Piracy, Politics

and the Business of Cultural Production in Nigeria

Charles E. Nwadigwe

11 Igbo Community Policing and Its Relevance
for Contemporary Nigeria
Ernest Toochi Aniche

12 “Come and Chop”: Representations

of the Parliamentarian in Ola Rotimi’s If and Emeka

Nwabueze’s A Parliament of Vultuves
Bosede Funke Afolayan

13 Conclusion
Kenneth Kalu and Toyin Falola

Index

109

141

143

161

183

205

225

237

243



NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

Bosede Funke Afolayan PhD is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of
English at the University of Lagos, Nigeria. Her papers are published
in local and international journals, and her areas of specialization include
comparative drama, African literature, women’s studies, British drama and
Nollywood studies.

Ernest Toochi Aniche holds BSc, MSc and PhD degrees of the
Department of Political Science, University of Nigeria, Nsukka, with a bias
towards international relations. His areas of research interest include
African integration, comparative regionalism, international environmental
politics, oil politics, energy politics, theories of international relations and
international political economy. He has written three books, cowritten
two books and contributed chapters to books and articles to scholarly
journals. He is currently a lecturer in the Department of Political Science,
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Federal University Otuoke,
Bayelsa State, Nigeria. He is also the Acting Head, Department of Political
Science, Hezekiah University, Umudi, Imo State, Nigeria.

Harriet Omokiniovo Efanodor PhD is a lecturer in the Department of
Political Science and Public Administration, Edo University Iyamho, Edo
State, Nigeria. She is a fellow of the Next Generation Social Science in
Africa Program of the Social Science Research Council, Brooklyn,
New York, USA. She is also an associate member of the Society for Peace
Studies and Practice. She was a junior research member of the International
Development Research Centre funded research team for Amnesties for

vii



vili  NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

Peace in the Niger Delta (University of Benin and Centre for Population
and Development). Her research interest focuses on gender studies, poli-
tics, international relations and development studies.

Chigozie Enwere PhD is Pioneer Head of Department of the
Department of Political Science and International Relations, Nile
University, Abuja, Nigeria. He was also a Visiting Lecturer in Turkey. His
research interest is in the areas of African politics, international conflicts
and strategy. He has published various national and international articles.

Dorcas Ettang is a Senior Lecturer in Political Science at the University
of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. She holds a doctorate in Conflict
Transformation and Peace Studies from UKZN and degrees from Bishops
University and University of Windsor in Canada. She has published on
various themes including peace education, ethno-religious violence and
migration.

Toyin Falola is the Jacob and Frances Sanger Mossiker Chair Professor
in the Humanities and a Distinguished Teaching Professor at The
University of Texas at Austin, USA. A celebrated scholar of global stature,
Prof. Falola has published numerous books and essays in diverse areas. He
has received various awards and honors, including the Jean Holloway
Award for Teaching Excellence, the Texas Exes Teaching Award and seven
honorary doctorates. He is the Series Editor of “Carolina Studies on Africa
and the Black World,” among several others.

Ramon A. Fonkou¢ is Associate Professor of French and Cultural Studies
in the Department of Humanities at Michigan Technological University,
USA where he teaches world literature, postcolonial theory and globaliza-
tion. His research examines subjectivity, individual and collective rapport
with memory in French and African literature and film, and nation-build-
ing in the French Caribbean and Africa. His monograph History, Memory
and Nation Building in Postcolonial Cameroon is forthcoming from
Cambria Press.

Enoch Olujide Gbadegesin received his PhD in Religion at Rice
University, Houston, Texas, USA, in 2014. He teaches in the department
of religious studies, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. He
specializes in the anthropology of religion, philosophy of religion and
comparative study. His research foci are on the theories methods in the
study of religion, gift and reciprocity, inter-religious dialogue, religion and
ecology, migration studies, gender violence and Pentecostal spirituality.



NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS  ix

He has published articles in both local and international journals and
made contributions to edited books.

Mussa Idris is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology and
Anthropology at Elon University, Elon, NC, USA. Dr. Idris received his
Bachelor of Arts in Sociology and Anthropology from the University of
Asmara, Eritrea. He then went on to study a Master of Arts in Anthropology
at the University of Florida and a PhD at the University of Florida. His
research areas include entrepreneurship, micro-enterprise, gender and
development, transnationalism, African diaspora, migration, and refugees’
and asylum-seekers’ resettlement experiences from East and Central Africa
in Greensboro, NC and Washington, DC. In 2015, Dr. Idris received the
Dr. Gerald Francis Outstanding Faculty Member of the Year award, given
by Elon’s Student Government Association.

Kenneth Kalu is an Assistant Professor of Global Management at Ted
Rogers School of Management, Ryerson University, Toronto, Canada. He
received his PhD from Carleton University, Ottawa, Canada. His research
interests revolve around Africa’s political economy. He is particularly
interested in examining the nature, evolution and interactions of eco-
nomic and political institutions, and how these institutions shape the busi-
ness environment and economic growth in Africa. His essays have appeared
in several academic journals and edited volumes.

Fatima Momodu combines a background in Civil Law (Nasarawa State
University, Nigeria) with an MA in Peace and Conflict Studies (Hacettepe
University, Turkey). Her research focuses on the use of peace education in
the promotion of peace as an end to the different forms of violence, vio-
lent conflicts and, in particular, violence against women in Nigeria. In
addition, she conducts research in international law. She also engages in
inter-disciplinary research with scholars from political science and other
humanities courses. She currently lectures at the Law Department and the
Political Science and International Relations Department of the Nile
University of Nigeria.

Charles E. Nwadigwe PhD isa Professor of Theatre and Film Technology
whose work reflects a blend of scholarship and professional practice on the
stage, film and television. He earned his degrees in Theatre and Film
Design and Technology from the universities of Jos and Calabar (Nigeria)
and has taught in various universities in Nigeria. His drama scripts have
gained wide reception and his scholarly articles have been published in



X  NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

peer-reviewed journals and anthologies around the world. He is a member
of many international learned societies and research working groups, and
currently leads a comparative research network of sub-Saharan African
scholars in the humanities.

Olusola Ogunnubi is a Scarce Skills Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the
Faculty of Management Sciences, Mangosuthu University of Technology
(MUT), South Africa. He received his PhD from the University of
KwaZulu-Natal and his knowledge areas include comparative foreign pol-
icy, corruption in Africa, African regional power politics and soft power
diplomacy.

Funmilola Olorunfemi earned a Bachelor’s degree in Political Science at
Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. She is a Graduate Assistant
at Adekunle Ajasin University, Akungba-Akoko, Nigeria; and currently
researching in development studies, and the political economy of Sino-
Africa relations, with particular emphasis on Nigeria.

N. Oluwafemi Mimiko MNI is a Professor of Political Science at
Obafemi Awolowo University and member of the National Institute for
Policy and Strategic Studies, Kuru, Nigeria. He was SSRC-MacArthur
Foundation Visiting Scholar, Watson Institute, Brown University,
Providence, RI; Korean Foundation Visiting Fellow, The Academy of
Korean Studies, Seoul; and Senior Fulbright Scholar and Visiting Professor,
United States Military Academy (USMA), West Point, NY. He is a recipi-
ent of USMA Army Commander’s Public Service Award, 2004; and author
of Globalization: The Politics of Global Economic Relations and International
Business (2012). His most recent publications are Getting Our Universities
Back on Track: Reflections and Governance Paradigms from My Vice-
Chancellorship (2017); and Democradura: Essays on Nigeria’s Limited
Democracy (2017). Mimiko was Vice Chancellor, Adekunle Ajasin
University, Nigeria, 2010 to 2015; and African and African-American
Studies Associate at Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, USA, from
January 2016 to January 2017.

Melike Yilmaz holdsan MA and a BA in English Language and Literature
from Fatih University in Istanbul, Turkey. She also gained her PhD in
Comparative Literature from Fatih University. She has taught Postcolonial
and African Literature at universities in Turkey, Kazakhstan, Nigeria and
Ghana. Her research interests include comparative literature, postcolonial
African literature, Soviet literature, colonial and postcolonial literature and



NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS ~ xi

politics, African diaspora, transatlantic slave trade and narratives, and gen-
der in Africa. Currently, Dr. Yilmaz is the Director of the Institute of
Languages and African Studies at Regent University College of Science
and Technology in Accra, Ghana.

Mesut Yilmaz obtained a BA (Economics) and MA (international
Economics) at the Universities of Istanbul and Marmara and studied for
his PhD in International Economics at the Marmara University, Turkey.
He is currently a Professor of International Economics at Regent University
in Ghana, Accra. Previously he worked at the institutions/universities of
SDU (Kazakhstan), INCEIF (Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia), University of
Birmingham (UK), NILE University of Nigeria, Gediz University
(Turkey). Yilmaz is an economist who works at the intersection of interna-
tional economics, contemporary Africa and environmental economics. He
has a particular interest in regional economic integration. His main
research interest is in the areas of globalization, international trade and
economic development. He has published several articles in a number of
academic journals.



®

Check for
updates

CHAPTER 1

Introduction: Africa in a Globalized World

Kenneth Kalu and Toyin Falola

Emerging from several decades of colonial exploitation, most African
states struggled to develop modern state institutions and economic sys-
tems throughout the twentieth century. Because European colonial
administrations failed to set up efficient and development-oriented gover-
nance institutions in the African colonies, postcolonial African states began
their journey of statehood on very weak foundations, which were charac-
terized by the preponderance of institutions designed to promote exploi-
tation and predation.! This means that most African states have been
plagued by weak political and economic systems, with crisis, poverty and
underdevelopment becoming almost permanent narratives on the conti-
nent. Perhaps one of the greatest mistakes of Africa’s postcolonial leaders
was their failure to effectively dismantle the colonial institutions that
thrived on exploitation and treated Africans as subjects instead of
citizens. The wholesale retention of these colonial structures meant that
political independence was more symbolism than substance. The threads of
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exploitation, with disdain for the average African citizen by political leaders
and formal government structures, as well as the imposition of European
education, languages and aspects of European culture, meant that the
change in government from European colonial masters to the African elite
did not lead to a change in paradigm.

It is pertinent to acknowledge at the outset that Africa is not a single
country, but a conglomeration of fifty-four different countries with
remarkable differences in language, history, culture, colonial heritage and
governance systems. However, these countries share a lot, largely based on
several centuries of systemic exploitation from the era of the Atlantic slave
trade to the period of colonial rule. In effect, despite the unique character-
istics of each country, Africa, especially sub-Saharan Africa, can indeed be
subjected to uniform analysis in terms of governance arrangements and
broad economic systems. While it may be wrong to make sweeping gener-
alizations about the entire continent, it is also important to acknowledge,
as did Crawford Young, that Africa “lends itself to a broadly comparative
approach, owing to similaritics among the countries on numerous fronts.”?

In most cases, African economies have not moved away from depen-
dence on primary produce, which was a principal characteristic of the
colonial economy. From Nigeria to Angola, and from Cameroon to Cote
d’Ivoire, the extraction and export of primary produce remains the domi-
nant economic activity for most of the continent, alongside the supply of
cheap labor. There is nothing wrong with this, but the major problem it
creates is a lack of economic diversification. Most of Africa’s natural
resource-exporting countries have no other viable sectors, and many
countries add little or no value to the natural resources before export.
This means there is virtually little or no industrial processing of the pri-
mary commodities before export. This economic model has exacerbated
Africa’s vulnerability to external shocks, as the demand for these primary
commodities is derived from their use as raw materials for the production
of consumer goods in other countries. In effect, cocoa, copper, cobalt,
crude oil and practically all of Africa’s commodities are demanded not for
their sake, but for the sake of the final products that such commodities
help to produce.

In the economic sphere, Africa has performed badly when compared
with the rest of the world. The World Bank reports that for the first time
in world history Africa is now home to the largest number of poor people
in the world.? With the remarkable economic growth and development,
and the burgeoning structural transformation which began since the late
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1990’s, many countries in Southeast Asia have been able to move a good
proportion of their citizens out of poverty. On the other hand, economic
growth has been minimal in Africa, and there has been very little structural
transformation to expand the continent’s economic base and improve its
social systems.

An analysis of Africa’s share of exports of global merchandise shows
that the continent controls an insignificant percentage of world trade. It
stood at a disappointing 1.2% in 2014, while Asia’s share was 33.3% dur-
ing the same period.* This picture is more disconcerting when it is consid-
ered that Africa is home to 16.3% of the world population, yet it controls
a depressing 1.2% of world export. Africa’s performance in the global cre-
ative sector is even worse, as the continent controls less than 1% of export
of creative goods and services. A United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development (UNCTAD) report shows that no African country fea-
tured in the top twenty exporters of global creative goods in 2015.° In
recent years, the creative sector has been driven largely by technology—an
area that cannot be considered one of Africa’s strengths. Consequently,
the continent lags behind in most measures of economic performance,
and there is no sign that indicates African countries are on track towards a
better economic performance.

(GLOBALIZATION

There has been a significant increase in global trade since the beginning of
the 21st century. Countries that are able to produce for the global market
have taken advantage of this, and have consequently achieved better eco-
nomic performance. Like every other region of the world, Africa has been
part of the global system, albeit on a different scale and for different rea-
sons. Prior to the current trend of an increasing flow of goods and ser-
vices, Africa was integrated into the global economy through the Atlantic
slave trade. The exploitation of Africa and Africa’s labor at this time and
the continent’s subsequent encounters with European powers during the
era of colonialism provided the initial platforms for Africa’s interactions
with the rest of the world. These encounters—from the Atlantic slave
trade to colonialism—defined the mode and nature of Africa’s integration
into the global economic system. Consequently, the continent has not
been an equal partner with the rest of the world in appropriating the ben-
efits accruable from globalization. Indeed, given its mode of integration
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into the global system, it can only derive disproportionately low benefits
from globalization, if it receives any net benefits at all.

While the slave trade and forced migration have been abolished, the
economic system of extraction set up during colonial rule remains in
place. As Africa remains at the base of the value chain with its stock of
primary produce, much of the surplus from world trade goes to the indus-
trialized nations. This is because they acquire Africa’s raw materials at low
prices and in return export finished goods back to the continent at con-
siderably higher prices.

The literature contains several possible explanations for Africa’s inabil-
ity to diversify its economy and to play more a more active and profitable
role in global commerce. Whether it is the legacy of the institutional con-
ditions of extraction and exploitation foisted on the continent by colonial
powers,” or the rapacity and poor choices of postcolonial African leaders,?
or the recent intense and often unfair competition from the industrialized
nations, the overall result is that globalization has been more for the ben-
cfit of industrialized countries than the rest of the developing world.® It is
pertinent to note, though, that globalization has produced some benefits
to every country irrespective of its place in the global economic equa-
tion—advances in science and technology, the spread of higher education,
ready availability of life-saving drugs and other essential commodities,
irrespective of the place of manufacture. These have certainly improved
lives, including those of Africans. Given that globalization has had an
impact in every country, and continues to define the trajectory of the
global economic order, Martin Wolf has argued that although some coun-
tries derive higher benefits from globalization than others, any nation that
chooses to disconnect from the global economy can only experience
increased suffering.!®

The point, therefore, is not whether Africa should disconnect from
globalization or not, as such disconnection does not look like a feasible
option given the current state of the global political economy. Rather, the
concern for Africa’s policymakers and scholars alike should be to critically
interrogate the nature of Africa’s engagements with the rest of world.
What factors have constrained African states to fulfill the role of weak
suppliers of primary produce, while Southeast Asia has made a tremen-
dous leap into manufacturing during the past three decades? Are there
trade agreements or other institutional impediments that have made it
difficult or impossible for Africa to play a more active and profitable role
in the global economy? What reforms, within Africa and across the global
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economic systems, would help to modulate the negative impacts of
globalization on Africa’s developing countries and distribute its benefits
more equitably? This volume is an attempt to examine the challenges of
globalization, governance and creativity in contemporary Africa. Each
chapter approaches the question of governance and creativity from a dif-
ferent perspective. A number of them address the challenges of globaliza-
tion, including the difficulty of preserving cultural and indigenous systems
in this era of heightened global integration.

In the recent past, geographical boundaries have become increasingly
irrelevant with respect to the movement of goods and services.!!
Technological advancement has also improved global communication to a
level that perhaps could not have been anticipated in the 1970s. These
advances in technology and enhancements in the volume of international
trade have necessitated the emergence of many international economic
governance institutions and mechanisms, to supervise the high volume of
international trade and to mediate between nations when the need arises.
Institutions such as the World Trade Organization, World Intellectual
Property Organization and mechanisms such as the agreements on Trade-
related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights, as well as a number of
bilateral and multilateral economic partnerships and agreements have all
arisen to facilitate the flow of global commerce. Although it has been
argued that these and similar institutions have systematically favored the
industrialized nations and exacerbated the domination and exploitation of
the developing countries,'? these institutions have defined the modes of
trans-national engagements, and they continue to play mediating roles
when the need arises. Despite its shortcomings in the distribution of ben-
efits across different countries, globalization has created enormous new
opportunities, expanded world markets and facilitated the emergence of
new players in the global economy.

During the past two decades, globalization has facilitated the rise in
economic importance of some previously less developed countries such as
China, Singapore and South Korea, among others. These countries have
benefited from the opportunities in the global market to enhance produc-
tion and export, transform their economies and, in the process, lift many
of their citizens out of poverty. Why, for example, did the path of adapta-
tion to globalization and subsequent economic transformation in Nigeria
diverge significantly from that of Indonesia, although the two countries
have been shown to possess largely similar characteristics in terms of
endowments and initial conditions?!* Drawing contrasts between the two
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countries, Peter Lewis points to the nature of political leadership and
institutional characteristics, which can give two otherwise similar countries
widely divergent economic outcomes.'* Although Indonesia and Nigeria
have almost equally distorted political systems, with all-pervading military
dictatorships from the 1960s to the 1990s, and although corruption and
rent-seeking were major features of both political cultures, Lewis argues
that the choices made by “Nigeria’s contentious, divided elites,” weak
institutions and the predatory political culture produced remarkably dif-
ferent results from the “well-organized corruption and stable macroeco-
nomic conditions” in Indonesia.'®

The manner in which some countries in Southeast Asia have domesti-
cated globalization, and in the process appropriated impressive benefits
from the boom in global trade, shows that globalization can indeed pro-
duce net benefits for developing countries. In effect, the gains of global-
ization are not restricted to countries of the global North but can be
appropriated by any party with the right mix of economic and political
choices. The question that one may ask is this: should African states look
more inwards than outwards in the search for explanations as to why glo-
balization has not produced, or is not producing, enough gains for African
states? Or is Africa’s precarious position in the global system a result of
deliberate design by the industrialized countries, with the aim of consign-
ing the continent to the periphery? How have the legacies of Africa’s
unique historical path of exploitation shaped, and how do they continue
to shape, the continent’s economic performance and its place in the
global political economy? What has been the role of Africa’s postcolonial
leadership in charting the economic development trajectories of their
respective countries?

Besides its economic significance, globalization has also led to the
spread of what one may describe as dominant cultures. It is now common-
place to see young Africans or Asians aspiring to adopt the lifestyles of
Americans or Europeans. The ready availability of smartphones, iPads, the
Internet and social media has made the dissemination of information and
knowledge faster than was possible in the first half of the twentieth cen-
tury. Perhaps it is important to investigate how African states are using
these unprecedented resources in information technology to improve the
conditions of their citizens. Has social media helped to improve political
accountability? Has information technology strengthened the activities of
civil society groups and /or has it improved the business environment? Are
new media only a source of entertainment and leisure? Despite the benefits
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of the unhindered flow of information and the spread of social media, one
major area of concern is the fear that Western culture—examples being the
mode of dressing, ideas about marriage and social relations generally—is
increasingly replacing Africa’s indigenous systems. The implication is that
the continent may be facing a double jeopardy with the spread of global-
ization—economic decline owing to African countries’ inability to com-
pete in the global market and increasing erosion of African culture and
heritage.

As African states struggle to reform their governance and economic
systems, the industrialized nations and other middle-income countries
continue to advance their economies and technologies at a faster pace.
Globalization has transformed societies, opening up hitherto unreached
markets and creating opportunities for the emergence of mega-global
corporations. These changes entail more intense competition between
nations, with the result that many developing countries are unable to
effectively compete in the global market. Consequently, globalization
has created new challenges, making it more difficult for weak and strug-
gling states to grow at their own pace and to develop their own indige-
nous systems. By opening up local markets to competition from more
technologically advanced and often more subsidized firms, globalization
has effectively shut down many small enterprises in developing African
countries. This is because many firms in the developing countries do not
have the capacity to compete with more advanced firms from developed
countries.

Developing countries that devise means to protect local businesses
from harsh and often destructive competition from foreign firms are usu-
ally criticized for protectionism and are labeled as pursuing policies that
are anti-free trade. Ho Chang argues that the attitude of developed coun-
tries of the West in discouraging developing countries from protecting
their domestic industries against harsh competition with firms in advanced
cconomies can be likened to “kicking away the ladder.”'® He notes that
the now industrialized countries used various forms of protections and
granted subsidies to domestic firms and industries during the early stages
of industrialization.” It is therefore hypocritical, he argues, for these same
countries that developed on the back of government protectionism to dis-
courage less developed countries from essentially taking their economic
futures into their own hands.

It is interesting to note that globalization and capitalism have been
promoted as universal norms that every society must adopt in order to
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conform to acceptable “global standards.” But as Toyin Falola noted,
globalization represents nothing other than the aspirations of a few coun-
tries in the global North.!® Falola argued that however the world may
present globalization, it cannot produce equal benefits for industrialized
countries and Africa, because of their greatly different starting points.
Consequently, he admonished the humanities in Africa to critically engage
with globalization and with the erroneous assumption of universalism in
order to chart a new course for the continent, and eventually begin to
systematically dismantle the structures of exploitation and suppression
that have been the defining features of Africa for most of its history.

FORrREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT FLOWS TO AFRICA

There has been a rise in the flow of foreign direct investment (FDI) into
Africa and other developing countries during the past several years.
These flows have been shown to promote economic growth by creating
employment and generally enhancing the level of economic activity in the
receiving countries.?! With this increase, it is easy to assume that globaliza-
tion is producing net benefits to Africa. This connection is usually made
on the assumption that FDI is a credible channel to transfer technology
from an investing country to a receiving country. However, a number of
studies have shown that the ability of a country to transform FDI into
economic and social benefit is dependent on a number of factors, includ-
ing the availability of the appropriate human capital, as well as the pres-
ence of the right mix of political and economic institutions to effectively
convert foreign capital flows to sources of growth.?? Given the need for
the presence of some critical structures in order for developing countries
that are receiving FDI flows to convert this capital, the question is whether
African countries have this capacity.

FDI flows into Africa have mainly been in the resource sector—and
more recently in the financial sector—where investors are often very likely
to want quick returns, without necessarily considering investment in proj-
ects that would have transformational benefits to host countries.?® It is
possible that the majority of the investors, especially those in the financial
sector, have largely been profiteers with little or no interest in the economic
development and structural transformation of the receiving countries. In
the natural resource sector, foreign multinationals that have invested in
Africa’s oil and gas sector have not been the greatest development partners
in the region. In countries such as Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo
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and Nigeria, there have been countless cases of irresponsibility on the part
of multinational oil majors with respect to oil spills and environmental
degradation. They often get away with these unwholesome practices owing
to weak regulatory regimes in their host communities.>* In effect, the oil
companies apply different operational standards for countries that are at
different levels of development.

While FDI flows have increased economic activities, most of the bene-
fits of such investments have obviously accrued to the investors. Given
investors’ profit maximization objective, scholars, policymakers and ana-
lysts in general need to look beyond the nominal volume of FDI as a
reflection of, or proxy for, the benefits of globalization. While FDI flows
can help create jobs and enhance the level of economic activity in a coun-
try, they can also be an easy way to transfer surplus from the host country
to the source (investor) country.

According to the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD),? total FDI flows into Africa reached a high of
$56 billion in 2012, followed by $54 billion in both 2013 and 2014. The
relatively huge FDI flows since the 2000s may be due to perceived oppor-
tunities, improvement in institutional factors, political stability, sound
macroeconomic management or any combination of these factors in the
destination countries. They could also be due to a harsh economic envi-
ronment in the origin countries and decreasing returns on investment in
most of the advanced economies. While it is interesting to note that inves-
tors are looking towards Africa for investment opportunities, what the
FDI report does not show is the volume of profit or returns these investors
have made from investment in Africa, especially relative to the level of
returns for similar investments in their home countries.

There is no doubt that the past few years have witnessed relatively high
FDI flows into Africa. However, the rate of FDI flows into the continent
pales into insignificance when compared with inflows into Asia. The
UNCTAD report shows that these have maintained a steady increase,
from $401 billion in 2012 to $428 billion in 2013 and $465 billion in
2014. When compared with the total of flows into Africa, it is clear again
that Africa lags behind Asia very significantly.?® Irrespective of the perspec-
tive from which one may view globalization and its impacts on various
economies, it is often clear that Africa is at a disadvantage. The challenge,
then, for scholars, policymakers and Africa’s development partners is to
explore the causes of the continent’s dismal performance in the global
economy and to work out strategies that help to bridge the glaring gap
between Africa and the rest of the world.
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Layour or THE Book

The chapters in this volume examine how African states are adapting to
the challenges of globalization. The authors have also attempted to answer
the nagging question about how African states can appropriate more ben-
efits from globalization in order to enhance their economies and improve
the welfare of their citizens. In an effort to examine this, a number of
chapters focus on various aspects of governance, from political leadership
to the challenge of security in an increasingly volatile and crisis-prone
region. Some explore the creative sector as a route through which Africa
could play a more active role and enhance its share of global trade. The
book is divided into two broad sections.

The first section of this book, “Africa’s Adaptation to Globalization,”
contains six chapters that focus principally on the dynamics of the conti-
nent’s engagements and challenges in this area. In Chap. 2, Melike
Yilmaz and Fatima Momodu observe that European explorers and colo-
nizers described Africa with demeaning labels in order to justify the con-
tinent’s exploitation. As a way to counter the negative labels that have
shaped Africa’s narratives, the authors undertake a journey to rediscover
Africa. Their chapter notes with dismay that the narrative of Africa as
perceived by the rest of the world is still filled with negative labels, includ-
ing underdevelopment, poverty, hunger, crisis and dictatorship; as the
authors argue, the positive features of the continent are never high-
lighted. It is these negative stereotypes that define the industrialized
world’s perception of Africa and determine its relationship with the rest
of the world. The authors acknowledge some of the governance chal-
lenges that have constrained the ability of the majority of African states to
make appreciable progress in the march towards economic development
and structural transformation. However, they note that African countries
can also boast of a number of positive achievements; these need to be
promoted, instead of the single story of poverty and underdevelopment
that dominates discourse about Africa. Consequently, the authors chal-
lenge Africanists and scholars to essentially revisit history and “redis-
cover” Africa by bringing to the fore the continent’s positive aspects,
which unfortunately are rarely heard about, or are undermined by the
actions of the industrialized nations.

In Chap. 3, Oluwafemi Mimiko and Funmilola Olorunfemi examine
Africa’s creative space in the face of globalization. Noting that global-
ization has permeated all aspects of economics, as well as social and
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cultural life, Mimiko and Olorunfemi argue that it could threaten the
development of the creative industries in African states. This fear, widely
held by a number of African scholars, is strengthened by the belief that
part of the mission of globalization has been to transform and, as
Mimiko and Olorunfemi argue, “to recompose, wittingly or otherwise,
the totality of the culture of the weaker segments of the global system,
Africa inclusive.” Viewed from this perspective, the forces of globaliza-
tion are more likely to undermine the ability of African countries to
develop the creative sectors, rather than enhancing the sector to pro-
vide economic and cultural benefits for Africans.

While acknowledging that globalization has positive impacts in all
countries, including African states, Mimiko and Olorunfemi argue that it
“has tended to undermine creativity on the part of African peoples and
thereby constrained their ability at generating social currents of the kind
the continent requires. At best, what you have on the part of Africans is
but a systemic pandering to, and regurgitation of, the Western worldview,
preferences and dictations.” In order to mitigate this unsavory impact of
globalization on Africa’s creative sectors, the authors propose a number of
measures that should help African states to develop their creative indus-
tries for the dual purpose of cultural preservation and enhanced economic
benefits. These proposals include, among others, creating new platforms
for developing the creative sector, investing in the instruments that will
enhance this, and reforming Africa’s precarious governance structures in
ways that will emphasize greater inclusiveness.

Chapter 4 focuses on Africa’s development trajectories during the
postcolonial period. In this chapter, Mesut Yilmaz and Chigozie Enwere
engage with what could be seen as a clash of ideas between on the one
hand the neoliberal economic orthodoxy imposed on African states by
the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and creditor
nations, and on the other the statist ideology which according to the
authors was the development ideology supported by the majority of
Africa’s intellectuals. Yilmaz and Enwere argue that the imposition of
neoliberal economic ideas on African states, especially those encapsu-
lated in the largely disastrous Structural Adjustment Program (SAP),
served the dual purpose of hemorrhaging money from the continent and
effectively handing Africa and its resources over to the industrialized
nations. The authors emphasize that development cannot come to the
continent if African states continue to depend on the modernization
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ideas of the West. They argue that these ideas are fundamentally designed
to produce greater benefits for the industrialized nations, with more
impoverishment the result for African states. The way forward, the
authors write, is for African states to domesticate Western-imposed trade
liberalization and other modernization ideas. One specific step would be
to encourage enhanced trade and other forms of relationship with other
countries in the global South, especially Brazil, Russia, India and China,
members of the so-called BRICS group of nations.

In Chap. 5, Enoch Gbadegesin calls Africa to return to its traditional
values of communalism and group solidarity as a response and an alter-
native to the global trend of neoliberalism and the elevation of market
forces to the status of a global norm. Noting modernism’s predilection
for individualism as against communalism as the basis for social and
economic relationships, the author argues that the fascination with indi-
vidualism and rational choice has ironically been the biggest source for
the crisis in modernity. Individualism, he argues, runs against traditional
African values, which emphasize community, bonding and group soli-
darity. Gbadegesin argues that a focus on these values provide the right
levers for balancing society’s needs and promoting peaceful coexistence.
On the other hand, individualism creates tensions, leads to excessive
and often unfair competition, exacerbates inequality and in the process
leads to more social problems. One of the effects of globalization has
been the spread of the idea of individualism into African societies, with
the result that traditional values of communalism continue to be eroded.
Gbadegesin says that “returning to the interactive and integrative prac-
tice of communalism, in Africa in general and the Nigerian society in
particular, could achieve better progress and stem the tide of corrup-
tion, oppression and marginalization that modernity with the rise of a
capitalist ethos and values engenders.”

In Chap. 6, Mussa Idris takes a look at two different business models
generally adopted by Ethiopians and Eritreans in the Washington, DC
area of the USA. The first business model is the culture-centered business,
which typically deals in Ethiopian foods and other traditional items; while
the other is what he describes as non-traditional businesses, including
transportation services, gas stations and similar trades both owned and
managed by these immigrants. Idris uses the two business models to show
how immigrants are trying to maintain aspects of their culture and social
lives, and at the same time adapt to life in their adopted country.
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In Chap. 7, Richard Ogunnubi and Dorcas Ettang examine South
Africa’s foreign policy since the country emerged from the dark period of
apartheid. The chapter explores the ways in which South Africa’s soft
power can be created, maintained and expanded given the country’s cen-
tral role in the African continent. The authors highlight some of the
important instruments through which the country is extending its influ-
ence in the region and globally. As a regional powerhouse, it has a critical
role to play in advancing the region’s interests and helping the continent
to take its rightful place in the global political economy. However, South
Africa’s influence and its ability to play a leadership role eftectively depend
on its foreign policies and the ways in which it operationalizes these poli-
cies. Ogunnubi and Ettang contend that “South Africa can indeed play
the part of Africa’s regional power/hegemon in a credible and decisive
manner, by relying on the moral authority that emanates from the impres-
sive record of its soft power resources.” The authors call for an expanded
conceptualization of soft power, and argue for the inclusion of state and
non-state actors, as well as due consideration of public opinion, in the
design and implementation of foreign policy. South Africa’s interactions
and collaborations with the rest of the continent need to be holistic and
diplomatic, and without a trace of anti-African or xenophobic posture.
The country needs to formulate its foreign policy in a way that consoli-
dates its role as a responsible regional leader, thereby allowing it to help
reposition the continent so Africa can play a greater role in the global
political economy.

The second section of the book, “Governance and Creativity,” begins
with Chap. 8, in which Harriet Efanodor engages with one of the impacts
of globalization on local communities in Nigeria. Using recent develop-
ment trajectories in the rural areas of Kano and Delta states, Efanodor
examines how privatization and the consequent activities of large multina-
tional corporations have impacted negatively on the economic opportuni-
ties of rural women. Specifically, they are unable to compete with established
firms in the liberalized system of land acquisition. The author calls for cul-
ture-sensitive development strategies that take note of societies’ unique
cultural characteristics when they are formulated and implemented.

Chapter 9 is a critical exposition of the challenges of nation-building.
Ramon A. Fonkoué examines the seemingly impossible task of creating a
viable and progressive nation-state in Africa, and the continent’s concomi-
tant failure to take up a respectable position in the global political econ-
omy. Using Cameroon as a case study, Fonkoué points accusing fingers at



14 K KALU AND T. FALOLA

colonialism as the original foundation of Africa’s failed and failing states.
As the legacies of colonialism linger, the typical African state continues to
fail to deliver basic necessities to its citizens, such as the protection of life
and property. Although it has been over fifty years since most African
countries gained political independence, these countries remain at the
beginning of nation-building. The author laments the predatory state—
society relationship that is an almost permanent feature of the average
African state. Since the early years of independence, African countries have
been largely divorced from their citizens. Unlike the school of thought
which blames globalization and neoliberal economic ideas for Africa’s lin-
gering predicament, Fonkoué suggests that the alternative approach of
statism—the dominant development paradigm of the immediate postcolo-
nial era—might not have produced materially different development out-
comes for African citizens. According to the author, “No matter the
rhetoric that was put forward to legitimize ‘developmentalism’ across the
continent, it is impossible to argue that the turn that most independent
African regimes took was sustainable, and that if it weren’t for the major
changes that sent African politics into turmoil in the late twentieth cen-
tury, this path would have led to real development.” Consequently, he
argues that the African state is by design not amenable to real develop-
ment, as it is systematically divorced from its citizens.

In Chap. 10, Charles Nwaigwe discusses another dimension of gover-
nance—governance in the creative sector. Using Nigeria as a case study,
Nwaigwe discusses the challenges facing the creative and cultural sector in
that country. He notes with dismay the seeming inability of the sector to
define a unique path for itself, rather than continuously trying to copy the film
industries of more advanced societies. Despite the modest successes so far
recorded by Nigeria’s film industry, so-called Nollywood, it has been difficult
for the industry to create a unique name and style of its own. The author
identifies piracy as one of the biggest challenges undermining the proper
development of the industry. While calling on the relevant agencies to articu-
late policies and enforcement measures that will protect the intellectual prop-
erty rights of players in Nollywood, Nwaigwe notes that the hydra-headed
problem of piracy has permeated all aspects of the business. Consequently, he
concludes that “until the theft of intellectual property is treated in Nigeria as
a financial crime and copyright infringement treated as a human rights viola-
tion, the menace of piracy will continue to pillage the industry.”
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In Chap. 11, Toochi Aniche examines another aspect of governance
and a topical issue—policing in Nigeria. Extolling the benefits of
community policing in the traditional Igbo society in Southeast Nigeria,
Aniche argues that as practiced by the Igbos in pre-colonial days this
relied heavily on the traditional African values of communalism, group
solidarity and being one another’s keeper. The author notes with dis-
may the wholesale condemnation of traditional governance systems that
worked well for the communities, and the imposition of new gover-
nance arrangements by European colonial masters. According to
Aniche, the observed increase in crime rate in recent times can be linked
to the contemporary ideas of policing, where members of the police
force are effectively detached from the community that they are sup-
posed to protect: in Nigeria, as in other African states, crime fighting
and detection are more difficult because the community is systemati-
cally excluded from crime prevention duties. Arguing for a return to the
traditional system of community policing, Aniche highlights the colo-
nial origins of the police force, which was basically an instrument of
oppression imposed by European colonial masters. The adversarial rela-
tionship between police and communities, which began during the
colonial era, continues to pose challenges for crime prevention and
effective policing.

Highlighting the failure of state formation and predatory gover-
nance arrangements emphasized in Chap. 9, Bosede Funke Afolayan
delves into one of the most difficult threats to good governance in
Nigeria—corruption amongst state officials and elected representa-
tives. Chap. 12 is based on the works of two authors—Ola Rotimi and
Emeke Nwabueze—who used different characters and scenes to depict
pervasive corruption and the personalization of public office in Nigeria,
a system that Richard Joseph described as prebendalism.?” The narra-
tives further highlight how prebendalism has been institutionalized to
the effect that citizens now find it more worthwhile to trust individuals
who hold public offices instead of state institutions.?® Like Fonkoué in
Chap. 9, Afolayan notes that the only way forward that involves real
development is for nations to overhaul their politics and economics in
ways that will curb corruption, promote political accountability, and
bring about broad-based and equitable growth and development.
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CONCLUSION

Africa has been integrated into the global economy since the era of the
Atlantic slave trade. From being the source of slaves whose labors were
exploited by slave masters, to the era of colonialism when Africa’s
commodities were taken out of the continent to feed the industrial needs
of Europe, Africa’s integration into the global economy has been defined
by exploitation and predation. Today, globalization and the spread of neo-
liberal ideas seem to have become the world’s sole economic model. But
African states’ starting positions put them at a significant disadvantage.
The foundations of underdevelopment, exploitation and poverty have
meant that African states do not have the capacity to play in the global
economy as equals with industrialized countries, or with other developing
countries from other regions.

Despite its perceived benefits, globalization would not provide equal
benefits for every country. Indeed, globalization and its economic ideas
regarding a free market have been described as nothing other than the
national aspirations of a few powerful nations.? While African states are
unable to compete effectively with the rest of the industrialized world, it
appears the global economy is so integrated that no country can delink
itself. Therefore, the most appropriate approach for African states would
be to explore ways in which globalization can be domesticated, so that
true benefits are produced for Africans, the economic development and
structural transformation of societies is facilitated and the living standards
of the citizens are improved.

The starting point for Africa’s meaningful engagement with the rest of
the world is for African states to look inward, examine their politics and
economics, and restructure the political and economic institutions that
have fostered poverty and underdevelopment. African states must begin
by reforming the extant political culture across the continent in ways that
will promote inclusiveness, check corruption and bring about stability.
The pervasive governance failures, characterized by corruption, preben-
dalism, inequity and crisis, can only have one outcome—and that involves
poverty and underdevelopment. The chapters in this volume engage with
Africa’s governance challenges from different perspectives and take a hard
look at the continent’s potential paths for appropriating the benefits of
globalization. Africanists, researchers and scholars from Africa and the
African diaspora, as well as government agencies and Africa’s development
partners, will find this book very useful.
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CHAPTER 2

The Rediscovery of Africa

Melike Yilmaz and Fatima Momodu

The mode of Africa’s interactions with the rest of the world has had a
unique feature. From the era of the Atlantic slave trade, when Africans
were taken forcibly as slaves to serve slaveholders in Europe and the
Americas, to the era when Europe forcefully partitioned the continent in
ways that served the colonial masters’ interests, Africa’s interactions and
subsequent “incorporation” into the global community have been defined
by the cruelest forms of exploitation. In order to facilitate the exploitation
of Africa’s resources, the Western world has had to create labels that would
justify, and attempt to legitimize, these acts. European explorers had to
“discover” the dark continent populated by natives whose living condi-
tions made them not so different from savages. These labels often led to
the treatment of Africa and its people in the most demeaning ways, and
this has unfortunately continued to shape Africa’s place in the global sys-
tem. Political independence in the middle of the twentieth century did not
change these labels and narratives as defined by Africa’s exploiters.
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Unfortunately, the economic and political crises that ensued in postcolo-
nial Africa did not create the needed change, but somehow emboldened
the predators and exploiters who defined Africa through unkind labels.
But Africa needs to rediscover itself in order to redefine its position in the
global political economy. It is only through such redefinition and redis-
covery that the continent would begin a new era in its engagement with
the rest of the world.

Africa is the second largest continent in the world, making up more
than 20% of the world’s land area, but it is still referred to, in most parts
of the world, as a single country. The African continent occupies about 30
million square km, has a population of about a billion people and is home
to fifty-four countries. Africa also hosts important political and economic
organizations such as the Africa Union, Monetary Union of West Africa,
Economic Community of West African States, Common Market for
Eastern and Southern Africa and the Economic Community of Central
African States. Despite the size of this continent, its population, its wealth
in natural resources, its rich geographic heritage, its rich history, emerging
economies, diversity, contributions to arts, literature and intellectualism as
a whole, it is a pity that it does not occupy its rightful position of impor-
tance in world discourse.

In the global political economy, Africa occupies a diminished role
owing to its relative economic backwardness and the negative stereotype
defined by the global North. Nigerian professor Chimalum Nwankwo
puts this view into perspective with his interesting narrative that explores
the problem from a personal perspective. According to him, “Africa is not
a city or country. It is a continent. I remain mindful of circumstance in
which you meet people from the Western world who excite this familiar
drama. ‘Where are you from?” Answer: Nigeria. ‘Do you know Dr.
Njuguna. He is from Nairobi or Gabon or something like that!””! The
problem is highlighted clearly here, with Nwankwo showing that Africa is
often regarded not as a continent but as like a mere small city or town
where everybody is expected to know everybody else. Nairobi and Gabon
are located at two extremes of the continent and they have very little in
common except the fact that they are both located on the vast African
continent. Nwankwo’s experience is similar to the experiences of the
majority of Africans who have visited countries outside Africa. As Toyin
Falola said in his 2002 publication Key Events in African History: “And
even today, there are many Americans who cannot locate many African
countries on a map.”? In fact, this does not only apply to Americans but



THE REDISCOVERY OF AFRICA 23

also to others. For example, Turks, who have had close social and cultural
relations with Africa over time, are equally ignorant. Mohamed Bakari,
who is of Kenyan origin and a lecturer in Turkey, said: “Turks know very
little about Africa, and the little they know is mediated through Western
media that often portrays Africa in its desperate moments of famine, hun-
ger and natural catastrophes. On the Turkish side, there have been recent
attempts to focus somewhat on Africa.”?

The reason behind the minimalization of Africa’s status from that of a
continent to a mere country and in some instances (as seen in Nwankwo’s
description) to even a small city could be linked to centuries during which
the continent has been viewed from a particular perspective, one that is
defined by underdevelopment, disease and poverty. When Africa is men-
tioned the first things that come to mind are poverty, hunger, political and
economic insecurity, political instability, terror, HIV/AIDS and other
infectious diseases. These negative images can be directly linked to the
mainstream media’s coverage of the news emanating from the continent.
An example is the media coverage of Nigeria. Despite the country’s rela-
tive economic advancements, the United Nations World Economic
Situation and Prospects 2015 categorization of Nigeria as a developing
country,* its rich cultural heritage, its various kingdoms and civilizations,
we are expected to understand it only through the lens of Boko Haram.
The mainstream media’s prejudiced coverage of Africa is the reason behind
this. Unfortunately, the portrayal of Africa in this light has only been com-
pounded by the notorious cases of corruption by government and public
officials, nepotism and abuse of power found in some African countries.

The word “dark” used to describe Africa by the West connotes negativ-
ity, hopelessness and bleakness. In the Thesaurus, synonyms for “dark” are
lack of light, black, darkened, dim, dingy, drab, gloomy, murky, and som-
ber.® In the Cambridge Online Dictionaries, dark as an adjective is defined
as evil or threatening.® Dark has a negative connotation. This is also scen
in literary works such as Henry Stanley’s Through the Dark Continent
(1878) and In Darkest Africa (1890). Joseph Conrad in Heart of Darkness
claims to provide an insight into Africa’s depth and human knowledge.
However, he claims that at the heart of Africa resides darkness, that is,
negativity. He tries to explain the issue using the concept of contrasts:
darkness for enlightenment, black for white, civilization for primitiveness,
naked black Africans for dressed white colonial masters and so on. In the
words of his character Marlow: “We whites, from the point of develop-
ment we had arrived at, ‘must necessarily appear to them [savages] in the
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nature of supernatural beings—we approach them with the might of a
deity ... By the simple exercise of our will we can exert a power for good
practically unbounded’.”” Jack London, in his 1911 A Son of the Sun,
describes the black man as follows: “On deck, for’ard, a dozen blacks pot-
tered clumsily at scraping the teak rail. They were as inexpert at their work
as so many monkeys. In fact, they looked very much like monkeys of some
enlarged and prehistoric type.”® Frantz Fanon explains the use of the word
dark by the Europeans as referring to something evil. In his 1986 publica-
tion Black Skin, White Masks, he expresses his personal experience with the
black—dark discriminatory qualification. “Will this statement be suscep-
tible of understanding? In Europe, the black man is the symbol of Evil.”®

The general perception of Africa in literature used to be that of the land
of the uncivilized, a primitive, barbaric land of savagery, the dark conti-
nent, the home of cannibals and other such derogatory misinformation.
This negative perception was not limited to literature; it extended to phi-
losophy, art and intellectualism as a whole. G. W. F. Hegel states in his
book Geographical Basis of World History (1820): “Africa proper, is the
characteristic part of the whole continent as such ... It has no historical
interest of its own, for we find its inhabitants living in barbarism and sav-
agery in a land which has not furnished them with any integral ingredient
of culture. From the earliest historical times, Africa has remained cut off
from all contacts with the rest of the world.”!® Moreover, the philosopher
and historian David Hume has the same ideas as Hegel: “I am apt to sus-
pect the negroes to be naturally inferior to the whites. There scarcely ever
was a civilized nation of that complexion, nor even any individual eminent
either in action or speculation. No ingenious manufactures amongst them,
no arts, no science.”!’ Immanuel Kant’s perception of Africa is no differ-
ent from that of Hume, as seen in his 1775 work Of the Different Human
Races, where he emphasized the superiority of the white race over the
black race. These scholars’ ideas summarize the general view of Europeans’
understanding of African art, literature and intellectualism.

This early modern time up to the nineteenth and early twentieth centu-
ries was marked by a lacuna in publications about Africa by Africans and
from the African perspective. Immanuel Kant’s basic philosophy explains
that courage is needed in the use of an individual’s intellect: “Sapere aude!
‘Have courage to use your own reason!’—that is the motto of the age of
enlightenment.”!? The age of enlightenment is characterized by people
who were reluctant to use their intellect to critique information that was
passed to them, but rather accepted it unquestioned. The tradition of
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accepting what the “philosophers” of the era had to say resulted in wide-
spread internalization of the racist and negative remarks that were directed
at Africans. Toyin Falola observes that a century ago there was no history
book about Africa written from an African perspective. According to him,
the possibility of such a work at the time did not exist:

The contents of this book [ Key Events in African History] reveal the richness
of African history. As recently as a century ago, a book like this was not pos-
sible. There were those who still believed that Africans had no history worth
writing about. Indeed, the world knew little of African history at the begin-
ning of the last century and Africans were treated as inferior beings who
could not have contributed to civilization.?

Correcting the consistent misrepresentation of facts about Africa over
several centuries was a herculean task and continues even today. The
European depiction of Africa as a dark continent has been passed on from
generation to generation. Toyin Falola addresses this issue: “A century
later, Africa was still regarded as a ‘dark continent.”!* Frantz Fanon in his
1986 work Black Skins, White Masks portrays the problem thus:

In the same issue of Presence Africaine, Emile Dermenghem, who cannot be
accused of Negrophobia, said: “One of my childhood memories is of a visit
to the World’s Fair of 1900, during which my chief enthusiasm was to see a
Negro. My imagination had naturally been stimulated by my reading:
Capitaine de quinze ans (A Captainat Fifteen), Les Aventures de Robert
(Robert’s Adventures), Les Voyages de Livingstone (Livingstone’s Travels).”
Dermenghem tells us that this was the manifestation of his taste for the
exotic. I should be annoyed with myself'if I were simply picking up old sub-
jects that had been worked dry for fifty years. To write about the chances for
Negro friendship is an unselfish undertaking, but unfortunately the
Negrophobes and the other princes consort are impregnable to unselfishness.
When we read, “The Negro is a savage, and to lead savages there is only one
method: a kick in the butt,” we sit at our desks and we like to think that “all
such idiocies will have to die out.” But everyone is in agreement on that.'®

However, in ancient African societies there were developed civilizations
and kingdoms. In fact, recent studies have shown that the oldest civiliza-
tions in the world were on the continent. According to Falola, “civiliza-
tion had emerged in the ancient period.”'® Prior to European empires,
Africa had both small and large kingdoms, and within these existed art,
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literature, trade and farming. One of these was the Kingdom of Axum
(fourth century ap). This was in what is now Ethiopia. It was a powerful
trading center and it attracted people from all over the ancient world.
Axum had a huge impact on the ancient Mediterranean world, and it also
influenced one of the important powers of the time, the Roman Empire.
Roman ships came to Axum’s city of Adulis weekly to trade with mer-
chants there."”

Another important kingdom was the Kingdom of Kush. This was
Africa’s center of culture, and its golden age was between 500 Bc and AD
150. By 5 Bc it had iron mines and was famous in the iron trade: owing to
this it was an economically advanced kingdom, and important cities such as
Meroe (the new capital) and Sobo emerged. Meroe’s merchants used their
wealth to construct fine houses that were built around a central courtyard
and public baths modeled after those they had seen in Rome.'® The Greek
historian Herodotus visited Egypt, Meroe and Ethiopia, and recorded the
following: “I found a magnificent city with gold in great abundance. I
found iron workers capable of creating tools of wonderful strength.”!?

The kingdoms of Ghana, Mali, Songhai and Oyom, and the Bantu king-
doms, are just a few that reflect the advancement of trade, prosperity, hous-
ing and urban development in ancient Africa. Benin’s Ashanti and Mossi
kingdoms had outstandingly beautiful palaces. At Tassili in the Sahara
Desert and also in the Kalahari were located works of stone art and paint-
ings. On Zimbabwe’s east coast remains of urbanization have been discov-
ered, as well as artifacts that show the existence of a civilization. The Nok
people of Nigeria are another important example. They were the first West
African people to smelt iron, and this was the most significant technologi-
cal advancement of the era. “The culture’s social system is thought to have
been highly advanced. The Nok culture was considered to be the earliest
sub-Saharan producer of life-sized Terracotta.”?® The iron tools they used
for farming and hunting would make for mechanized agriculture, efficient
hunting and successful warfare in 1000 Bc-ap 500. Owing to the existence
of these technologies during this period, there were other important king-
doms in the same region, such as Dahomey, Benin and Yoruba.?!

The Nok, Yoruba and West African ancient civilizations play a signifi-
cant role in the development of African art. In fact, they influenced the art
of later civilizations in the region. No serious work on the emergence of
early civilizations can be concluded without mention of the Nok civiliza-
tion, but it was not even discovered until the twentieth century. “The Nok
culture was discovered in 1928 on the Jos Plateau during tin mining. In
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1932, a group of 11 statues in perfect condition were discovered near the
city of Sokoto.”?? Discoveries of this nature should erase some of the prej-
udice and negative narratives about Africa, and should produce new
insights into Africa’s history. As Toyin Falola states, “Africa is an ancient
continent, with a long history. Archaeologists have concluded that it is the
original home of humankind.”??

Therefore, it is necessary that new archeological research is conducted,
with the aim of documenting new discoveries relating to Africa’s history
and civilizations. An example is the work of UNESCO’s researcher David
Aremu, whose studies were published under the title “Iron Roads in
Africa: A Contribution from Nigeria”: “A great deal of research work
remains to be done if the contribution of different Nigerian societies to
the iron rods in Africa is to be appreciated fully. Such research should be
properly planned, programmed and funded, besides covering archacology,
cthnography and other related disciplines.”?** Perhaps such discoveries
may help to diminish the negative labels applied to Africa and its people.
One of the hindering factors in the study of African art, literature and his-
tory is a scarcity of written materials. There is a need for more light to be
shed on the first-hand accounts of early African voyagers and explorers,
and this should be done without limiting resources just to European
explorers; Middle Eastern explorers are also important. For example,
Al-Bakri, who lived during the eleventh century, wrote about the Kingdom
of Ghana. He describes the contemporary king of Ghana as follows:

When the king gives audience to his people, to listen to their complaints and
to set them to rights, he sits in a pavilion around which stand ten pages
holding shields and gold-mounted swords. On his right hand are the sons of
the princes of his empire, splendidly clad and with gold plaited in their hair.
The governor of the city is seated on the ground in front of the king, and all
around him are his counsellors in the same position. The gate of the cham-
ber is guarded by dogs of an excellent breed. These dogs never leave their
place of duty. They wear collars of gold and silver, ornamented with metals.
The beginning of a royal meeting is announced by the beating of a kind of
drum they call deba. This drum is made of a long piece of hollowed wood.
The people gather when they hear its sound.?®

Basil Davidson explains the importance of travelers such as Al-Bakri and
other Arab writers for the West African region in The Growth of African
Civilization, A History of West Africa 1000-1800: “If we look carefully
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behind the travellers’ information collected and written down by Al-Bakri
and other Arab writers, and behind the stories that were afterwards told in
countless homes for many years, we can trace several developments in ways
of life. These were of great importance to West Africa. They must be
clearly understood.”?¢

Ibni Battuta, a fourteenth-century explorer, dictated the stories of his
travels to a scholar, and these narrations of his travels were translated and
published under the title Ribla—>My Travels. It is clear that the European
explorers of Africa at that time knew very little about the continent in
comparison with him. He recorded meetings with important personalities
during his voyages, and he recorded their lifestyles in detail, recording
misunderstandings, intrigues and conflicts. Ibni Battuta also provided
graphic descriptions of his experiences when he visited the East African
coastal city of Kulwa. In his narrative he provided details such as the nature
of the buildings, the sounds in the streets and descriptions of the inhabit-
ants. “Kulwa is a very fine and substantially built town, and all its buildings
are of wood. Its inhabitants are constantly engaged in military expeditions
for their country is contiguous to the heathen, Zanj. The sultan at the
time of my visit was Abu’l-Muzaffar Hasan, who was noted for his gifts
and generosity.”?” This account from 800 years ago is very important, as it
shows there was already justice, abundant resources and respect among
the people coexisting in the area now known as Somalia and Ethiopia.

As early as the twelfth century, the area referred to today as Senegal,
Gambia, Burkina Faso, Niger, Chad basin, Northern Nigeria and Sudan
had established Islamic states. A thirteenth-century Ghanaian emperor
conquered Mali, and within a short while was using the upper Niger valley
as a trade route. The spread of Islam from Egypt to Andalusia and down
to Mali played a key role in the development of that region. One of the
strongest emperors of the fourteenth century was Sulan (Mense) Musa
(1312-1337). He championed Morocco-Egypt relations in 1325 upon
his return from Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca (Hajj); he brought several
scholars and experts back to his country. The architects amongst them
constructed five mosques using backed bricks for the first time.?® Ibni
Battuta wrote that Mali enjoyed social and cultural opulence. It was at this
time that Islamic knowledge and tradition spread to Timbuktu, situated
within Mali’s borders. In 1353, Ibni Battuta carried out his first explora-
tion of this area. He was clearly impressed by the peace and order: “One
of (the) good features (of the people of Mali) is their lack of oppression.
They are the farthest removed of people from it and their king doesn’t
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permit anyone to practice it. Another is the security throughout the entire
country, so that neither traveller there nor dweller there has anything to
fear from robbers or men of violence.”?

An important African explorer after Ibni Battuta was Leo Africanus
(Hassan bin Muhammed al-Wazzan). In 1526, he recorded that Timbuktu
was a developed city, that it had well-established trade, public welfare was
maintained by the state and that the people engaged in social activities
such as evening dances:

Here are great store of doctors, judges, priests and other learned men, that
are bountifully maintained at the kings cost and charges ... The inhabitants
are rich ... The rich king of Tombuto hath many plates and scepters of gold,
some whereof weigh 1300. Poundes ... and he keepes a magnificent and
well furnished court. The inhabitants are people of gentle and cheerful dis-
position and great part of the night in singing and dancing throughall the
streets of the city.*

Shamil Jeppie’s article “Re/discovering Timbuktu” discusses some
very important and interesting facts about Africa’s history, and this chap-
ter has been inspired by Jeppie’s work.3! Shamil Jeppie discusses not just
the developments in trade and the economy in sixteenth-century
Timbuktu, but also its well-established education system: “Timbuktu may
be hard to get to but it played an essential role as a centre of scholarship
under the Songhay state until the invasion by the rulers of Marrakesh in
1591 ... Timbuktu was centre of trade and scholarship, a magnet to peo-
ple from far and wide coming to exchange goods and ideas.”?? Further,
“Expert readers and writers, paper and copyists, books—original and
copies—were circulated between Timbuktu and its regional counter-
parts.”3 It was also an important center where scholars in science and
social science could exchange knowledge. This played an important role in
the development of the people and the community as a whole. Ibn
Khaldun stated: “A scholar’s education is greatly improved by traveling in
quest of knowledge and meeting the authoritative teachers (of his time).”3*

Even today we can see that in order for a state or country’s education
sector to fully develop, it needs to do what obtained in sixteenth-century
Timbuktu. That is, it has to acquire knowledge through interactions with
scholars from other parts of the world. It is important that scholars are not
confined to a single area if they are to break through boundaries in their
fields. It is safe to say that the application of lessons from sixteenth-century
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Timbuktu will serve us well in the twenty-first century: we should consider
factors needed for human liberation that are related to family, law, politics,
religion and education, amongst other fields. Of these, education remains
the most important because it is at the core of each sector: by implication,
the progress of every society is shaped by the progress of its education sec-
tor. The role of Timbuktu’s trade and education centers cannot be overem-
phasized. The Ahmed Baba Institute was listed on the UNESCO “Memory
of the World” register of humankind’s most significant documentary heri-
tage.® South Africa setup a project related to Timbuktu, and the Department
of Arts and Culture began to conduct research in this area in 2001.

It is clear that the Africa that was invaded by Europeans, the Africa that
they described as the land of “barbarians, cannibals,” that even in our
generation is referred to as backward, primitive and barbaric, is in reality
quite the contrary. We have seen that it has some of the world’s oldest civi-
lizations, and some of the most ancient trade routes. In Key Events in
African History, Toyin Falola describes the Agricultural Revolution of
3100 Bc, ancient Egypt’s centralized government in around 1000 sc, the
Berber civilization of 730 Bc, the Kush rising to power in northeast Africa,
the first “Iron Age” kingdom, which developed in 500 Bc around the
period when ideas about ironworking began to spread in west, central,
castern, and southern Africa, spreading widely by 100 Bc.?¢

In ap 320 the Ethiopian Orthodox Church was founded, during the
reign of King Ezana (ap 320-356). By the year ap 800 the empire of
Ghana in West Africa had become very powerful, and it controlled the
gold and salt trades across the Sahara. Sankore University in Timbuktu
was founded in 1327. In 1415, Timbuktu and Jenne (Djenné) in West
Africa became famous centers of Islamic scholarship. In1434 Benin was a
strong empire in West Africa. The Portuguese reached the West African
coast in the 1450s, marking the beginning of the transatlantic slave trade.?”

African ancient civilizations changed between the sixteenth and the
twenty-first centuries because of European exploration of the African
coasts. In the fifteenth century, the Portuguese /Spanish invasion of Africa
marked the beginning of colonization. This period marks some of the
most horrific moments in history. Millions of Africans were sold to Europe
and the Americas, and this has continued to affect Africa negatively. The
slave trade marked the beginning of the decline of African kingdoms and
civilizations. Selling prisoners into slavery created friction among different
tribes, and in order to avoid this fate people began to migrate from cities
into the jungle.
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Nineteenth-century colonization and subsequent division is a leading
factor in Africa’s underdevelopment. This remains one of the most signifi-
cant points in African history, a time during which the continent witnessed
massive decline. The forced migration of Africans to the West because of
the slave trade created a decline in Africa’s economic, social, and education
sectors. Alongside the oppression of the people, the fertile land, rich in
natural resources, was also exploited, and its wealth was exported from the
continent by the colonists. Europe’s industrialization meant that there was
an increased thirst for natural resources, and a large portion of those natu-
ral resources were sourced in Africa.

Several centuries of the slave trade and the subsequent colonization
resulted in Africa’s decline on several fronts. The early advances of its civi-
lizations were frittered away. This decline precipitated poverty and indus-
trial and technological underdevelopment and paved the way for
neocolonialism in the now independent African countries. In reality, Africa
is still not really independent of its colonial masters: although there is some
semblance of self-government, a number of African countries continue to
depend on their erstwhile colonial rulers for aid and grants. This malady of
dependence was systematically designed and planted by the European
imperialists, this being achieved largely through the arbitrary division of
the continent into unwieldy and unworkable administrative units called
countries. In addition, the creation of predatory states and extractive insti-
tutions meant that modern economic and political development was diffi-
cult, if not impossible. Africa therefore faces a double tragedy: the continent
had thriving societies with their own organic trajectories of civilization and
development, which were was halted by the European slave traders and
colonialists; on the other hand, Africa’s natural process of growth and
development were interrupted, and Europe foisted weak state structures
and extractive institutions on the continent—so that it was almost impos-
sible for Africa to chart its own course back to sustainable development.

Upon their arrival in Africa, European voyagers and explorers began to
draw conclusions, based on very limited knowledge and pre-conceived
notions, and began to present themselves as experts on the history of the
continent. This helps to explain the negativity with which African history
is marred. Jonathan Reynolds states:

In their efforts to place Africa in world history, most Enlightenment histori-
ans were deeply influenced by two issues. First, they tended to think of his-
torical evidence only in terms of written documents. Thus, because they
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were either unable to translate (as in the case of ancient Egyptian, until the
deciphering of the Rosetta Stone in the early nineteenth century) or unaware
of written documents of African origin, these scholars decided that Africans
were without history. Second, and perhaps more importantly, they were
deeply influenced by growing notions of European racial superiority. Born
of the achievements of the scientific revolution and the creation of a new
plantation economy that demanded a brutal system of slave labor, most
European scholars of the time embraced the notion that nonwhite peoples
were intrinsically inferior.3

South African writer J. M. Coetzee criticizes the Western mentality and
negative stereotypes about the natives during the colonial period.* These
stereotypes shaped what is wrongly known as Africa’s history and defined
the world’s attitude towards Africans, as writers thoughtlessly repeated the
observations made in earlier works. As an example of this, he describes the
book Jodocus Hondius as a work that “seems to wish to emphasize that it
is no work of fantasy: everything it records has truly been witnessed.”*°
Coetzee also notes:

In the early records one finds a repertoire of remarkable facts about the
Hottentots repeated again and again: their implosives (turkey-gobbling),
their eating of unwashed intestines, their use of animal fat to smear their
bodies, their habit of wrapping dried entrails around their necks, peculiari-
ties of the pudenda of their woman, their inability to conceive of God, their
incorrigible indolence. Though many of these items are merely copied from
one book to another ... Yet, while there were certainly differences, these
items are perceived and conceived within a framework of sameness.*!

One may observe that Coetzee was influenced by Edward Said’s dis-
course about the attitude of Europeans towards Africans. One of Said’s
major books was Orientalism,*? which was published ten years before
Coetzee’s White Writing: On the Culture of Letters in South Africa. Said’s
book was about the major European misconceptions and prejudices about
the East and Africa. According to Said, these misconceptions existed in the
European mind and consciousness, and implied huge differences between
the West and the East. These ideas began with colonization, when
Europeans arrived in the lesser developed countries, and drew the
conclusion that their civilization and culture were more civilized.
Europeans used the term “The Other” for the Eastern and African peo-
ples: the world was divided into two parts that were in opposition, the
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West being civilized and superior and the East being uncivilized and infe-
rior. From the Western perception of the East, there arose a European
identity, which has not changed throughout history. Said comments on
the “idea of European identity as a superior one in comparison with all the
non-European peoples and cultures.”*® He stresses the creation of
Orientalism: “The Orient was almost a European invention, and had been
since antiquity a place of romance, exotic beings, haunting memories and
landscapes, remarkable experiences ... The Orient is an integral part of
European material civilization and culture.”**

According to Said, the reason behind the Western countries’ superiority
complex towards Africa is an attempt to justify its colonization of the con-
tinent. Jean-Paul Sartre describes this:

How can an elite of usurpers, aware of their mediocrity, establish their
privileges? By one means only: debasing the colonized to exalt themselves,
denying the title of humanity to the natives, and defining them as simply
absences of qualities—animals, not humans ... The colonizer can only
exonerate himself in the systematic pursuit of the “dehumanization” of
the colonized by identifying himself a little more each day with the colo-
nialist apparatus.*®

The notion of “we” versus “them” was also introduced by the West,
creating an artificial distinction between the races. This negative view has
had devastating effects on the politics, economics, literature, social and
living conditions of the people. By implication, the Western and Eastern
civilizations are hugely contrasted, as Albert Memmi notes:

Everything in the colonized is deficient, and everything contributes to this
deficiency—even his body, which is poorly fed, puny and sick. Many lengthy
discussions would be saved if, in the beginning, it was agreed that there is
this wretchedness—collective, permanent, immense. Simple and plain bio-
logical wretchedness, chronic hunger of an entire people, malnutrition and
illness. Of course, from a distance, that remains a bit abstract, and an
extraordinary imagination would be required. I remember that day when
the “Tunisienne Automobile” taking us south stopped in the midst of a
crowd whose mouths were smiling, but whose eyes, almost all eyes, were
watery; I looked uneasily for a nondiseased glance on which to rest my own.
Tuberculosis and syphilis, and those skeletonlike and naked bodies passing
between the chairs of the cafes like living dead, sticky as flies, the flies of our
remorse ... “Oh, no!” cries our questioner. ““That poverty was there before!
We found it there when we arrived!”#
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As a result of Africa’s colonization and the negative light in which the
continent has been painted, a huge part of Africa’s history remains
unknown—both to the wider world and to Africans alike. Any hope for
African history, civilizations, culture, and literature has to be with the
younger generations. They are the ones who are tasked with the responsi-
bility of rediscovering Africa and bringing the continent into the limelight.
Even today, owing to neocolonialism, African education is heavily influ-
enced by a Western mentality. In particular, it is filled with what the
Western world expects Africans to know and not necessarily what is
required for society. An example is the history curriculum taught in
Nigerian schools, which is not compulsory at any stage. The resultant lack
of knowledge will result in negative effects: no society can truly exist and
have a sense of patriotism and nationality without an awareness of its his-
tory. This problem is not only witnessed in Nigeria, but is also seen in
other West African states. The recent interest in research into African his-
tory and the resulting increase in the number of publications has not
translated into new enthusiasm for the subject expressed through edu-
cation curriculums. Roland Keyanja, the UNESCO’s Advisor for
Communication and Information has been quoted as saying: “We under-
stand the African history was distorted through colonialism. This means
that colonialism brings a lot of negative influence into the African history.
On our part, we have tried to publish the history of Africa in nine volumes
for our children to know our history in the best format.”*”

History is not just a stack of information from the past. It teaches us the
experiences of societies and individuals in all sorts of social, political and
daily activities. Lessons derived from the experiences of the past can be
used to find solutions to contemporary challenges, such as migration, pov-
erty, indiscipline, political uncertainty, political instability, challenges in
the education sector, family problems and racism. By implication, history
is studied as an international discipline, and it is also an element of other
disciplines, such as political science, international relations, sociology, psy-
chology, literature and philosophy. History and these related disciplines
are indispensable to every society’s development. One of the most beauti-
ful expressions depicting the importance of history was made by Ibn
Khaldun: “The past resembles the future more than one (drop of) water
to another.”*® This shows us how the past is the best predictor of the
future. Because history is filled with the experiences of humankind, it
affects our understanding of factors such as freedom, equality, justice,
human rights, economics, education, the structure of government and
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domestic affairs. The composer of the Turkish national anthem, Mehmet
Akif Ersoy, writes: “They define history as ‘repetition’. Would it be
repeated if they had learnt their lesson?”* In other words, those who do
not learn lessons from history are likely to repeat the mistakes of the past.

CONCLUSION

In order to dominate and impose their worldview on Africans, Europeans
introduced artificial divisions centered around skin color. This was achieved
through the degradation of African using various negative labels, the
exploitation of Africa’s natural resources, and the colonization and enslave-
ment of the people. The result was the introduction of racism and racial
profiling, which continue to be detrimental to the entirety of the black
race decades after the end of colonization. Following the formal end of
colonialism there was the emergence of neocolonialism. Independent
African states have continued to be dependent on their former colonial
masters for financial aid and policy support. This negative trend can only
be reversed through revisiting history. Because there exists a multiplicity
of historical interpretations, students of history should not be limited to
just one perspective.’® We have seen that historians and anthropologists
have recorded the fact that Africa developed civilizations and kingdom:s far
greater than what has been portrayed by the single narrative about the
continent that has shaped events of the past century. In order for Africa to
regain its past glory, there is a need for African writers to add their voices
to the African narrative, and to rewrite it. Several other perspectives exist
that show Africa is not merely a land of darkness, deprivation, communi-
cable diseases, crisis and violence; rather, it is a land of beauty, art, litera-
ture, colorful cultural heritage, and diverse cultures and people. Africans
must play a key role in the rediscovery of Africa.

One of the roles that Africans must play in changing the fortunes of the
continent is to work towards transforming the states in ways that will bring
an end to the political and economic crises that have ravaged Africa for
decades. Given that European colonial exploitation created highly extrac-
tive institutions that cannot support real development, postcolonial
African leadership should put a concerted effort into dismantling these
anti-development institutions and create an environment for peace,
development and stability. Events of the past decades should have con-
firmed to African leaders that real development cannot be imported from
overseas. Foreign aid or technical assistance, however well designed, can-
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not replace domestic efforts and programs that enhance citizens’ living
standards. Africans must rise up to tell a different story about their conti-
nent, and challenge the negative labels that have defined Africa for centu-
ries. In the same vein, African political leadership must take critical action
to change the narrative of the continent, working for inclusive growth and
development.
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CHAPTER 3

Globalization and the Creative Space
in Africa: Implications for Governance
and Development

N. Oluwafemi Mimiko and Funmilola Olorunfemi

THE CONTEXT

State and society in Africa are not insulated from the current of globaliza-
tion, which became markedly entrenched at the turn of the twenty-first
century. They could not have been, given the all-encompassing orienta-
tion of the phenomenon and its multiplicity of dimensions. Indeed, it is
arguable that globalization has tended to have more of an impact on
African countries, with virtually all aspects of their lives being reconfigured
in a short period. Globalization has been profound in its impact on the
African continent, seeking to recompose, wittingly or otherwise, the total-
ity of the culture of the weaker segments of the global system. Being
deeply ideological and cultural, globalization dispenses both positive and
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negative outcomes for the weaker nations and their peoples, who must of
necessity take what they have to in the structure of ownership that is
presented. A consideration of how this phenomenon has influenced,
impacted or shaped the creative milieu on the African continent consti-
tutes the focus of this chapter.

Given that African peoples do not have the capacity to insulate them-
selves against globalization, assuming it is desirable to do so, and given
their very limited influence on the tenor and character of globalization,
the continent’s secondary status in the globalization schema is virtually
complete. What this implies in the arena of creative engagement is the
subject of inquiry here. Our central thesis is that while some positive
externalities of globalization for Africa cannot be wished away, the phe-
nomenon, in very significant ways, has tended to undermine creativity on
the part of African peoples and thereby constrained their ability at generat-
ing social currents of the kind the continent requires. At best, there is but
a systemic pandering to, and regurgitation of, the Western worldview,
preferences and dictations, at times benign but profoundly impactful when
it is sustained. This inquiry underscores the need for Africans and their
leadership to engage with globalization constructively and in a manner
that will reignite their creativity; without this, a valuable basis cannot be
created for national and continental rebirth. Against this backdrop there is
a discussion of the nature of globalization’s character. Then the nexus
between globalization and creativity in the African context is established,
providing the basis for our conclusion.

THE NATURE OF GLOBALIZATION

What is described as globalization today is but the current phase of a phe-
nomenon that has always been a part of human society as we know it. In
all ages and at different levels, different peoples have always found reasons
to move across borders, no matter how tenuous these were at different
times in the past, to interact and indeed establish the basis for some degree
of integration. The concept of global citizenry, albeit in its rudimentary
form, was ingrained in Stoic philosophy in the era between 300 Bc and Ap
200. Indeed, the concept of the “global village,” which defines globaliza-
tion today, is effectively a reformulation of cosmopolitanism, from the
Greek words cosmos (world) and polis (city). Trans-border relationships
have therefore always been a pattern driven by stark realities of livelihood
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and the innate instinct in humans to interact. It is a basis as well as a con-
sequence of the social nature of human beings. While globalization may
be an expression of this reality, albeit in a more profound manner, there is
really not much about it that is novel.

It is this compelling pattern of social engagement that production and
exchange processes, now conducted more than ever on a planetary scale,
have followed. A compelling example of the economic integrative dimen-
sion of globalization is Apple’s iPhone: design and software are developed
in the USA, the screen is manufactured in Japan, its flash memory is devel-
oped in South Korea and its assembly is undertaken in China.!
Accompanying this is a massive and holistic diffusion of cultural valuesand
forms that has not left out any people, nation or region, facilitated largely
by advances in communication, transportation and other forms of tech-
nology. As great variations exist in the capacity for social formations, as has
always been the case for different reasons, those with greater capacity tend
also to be better privileged in the emergent patterns of engagement. It is
understandable, therefore, if such nations not only try to sustain such pat-
terns, but also work committedly to deepen them. These are some of the
more compelling realities that globalization presents.

Criticism of the extant concept of globalization is fairly well articulated
in the extensive literature on the subject. It often focuses on the accelera-
tion in the number of interconnections in the global economy over the
past few decades, and the attendant rise in international financial markets
and global corporations.? It suggests a political economy in which the ter-
ritorial state is less important in global politics and economics than ever
before.? To fully appreciate the dynamics of globalization, therefore, it is
apposite to examine the phenomenon within the context of its various
dimensions—economic, social, scientific and technological, among oth-
ers.* Its basic orientation as a ncoliberal ideological construct is also fully
attended to.® That by its very nature it seeks to entrench the old pattern of
unequal relationship between the rich and the poor nations of the global
cconomy, albeit in a more benign form, has also been fully interrogated.®
How it undermines statehood, secks to further entrench the dominance of
the leading aid agencies and their principals, and imposes thinly veiled
Western values on non-Western socicties have also been explored.” Its
penchant at undermining the possibilities of autochthonous development
in sundry social formations and deepening the process and pattern of
incorporation of a comprador elite in the weaker nations have been
addressed as well.® The feeble attempts by “the 99%” to confront global-
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ization and its patrons on both the moral and political planes have also
been interrogated, albeit haphazardly. Why it would seem that the
“Occupy” initiative has all but failed, especially in the face of fresh threats
from global terrorism, continues to be debated. The critical gap that
remains to be filled is advancing globalization beyond the more evident
economic and political plane towards subtler, if no less profound, meta-
economic pressures that it generates and imposes on peoples across the
globe. A dimension of this is how it has impacted or shaped the creative
world on the African continent.

CREATIVITY AND THE CHALLENGE OF (GLOBALIZATION

The concept of creativity speaks to inspired thoughts and actions. It is
about the ability to produce ideas that are as fresh as they are profound,
original and impactful. A creative mind expresses the unusual and the
imaginative. It is about incubating ideas and translating them into creative
expressions. Without doubt, it is through the power of such creative
thoughts that society is built. In a broader context, creativity equates
innovation, which according to the World Economic Forum constitutes
one principal basis of global competitiveness.’

Scholarship

A major element of globalization is the development in the technology of
communication, as represented most profoundly by the Internet. The
breadth of this platform has no previous equivalent. The amount of infor-
mation available on the Internet and the ease with which it can be accessed
has facilitated the expansive development of knowledge and its sharing
across boundaries. To a significant extent, however, this same invention
has constrained the space for creativity in many societies across the world,
Africa included. The place of critical thinking in human affairs has been
greatly eroded in the African space, as information on virtually all aspects
of human existence is already readily available. Without making a deliber-
ate effort at staunching this trend, therefore, what you find is a situation
in which whatever you find on the Internet, created by those who are bet-
ter placed, is regurgitated as the whole truth. This is the way it is for schol-
arship in many parts of the African continent, wherein even research
students seem to have substituted Internet materials for the rigor that is
associated with academic research. In the process, rigorous intellectualism
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and empiricism are becoming increasingly marginalized. Further entrench-
ing this trend is the associated ease with which ideas may be accessed
through the open courseware that has been facilitated by advancements in
cyber-technology. It is important that a deliberate effort is made to under-
score the disadvantage to creativity if there is virtually complete reliance
on information that has been generated by more advantaged. If this is not
done, Africa faces the prospect of remaining a victim of a form of cultural
imperialism, with all the deleterious implications that this implies for
robust national development.

The Arts

The content of creative artistic expressions such as movies, literary works,
dress and dance forms, have all been greatly impacted by globalization,
such that original ideas are becoming increasingly scarce on the African
continent. There are a number of reasons for this. First, there is the allure
of societies that are perceived to be more successful, and the attendant
tendency to ape the cultural forms prevalent in such societies. Secondly,
there is the ease with which articles of cultural expression can be dissemi-
nated and distributed across the world by dint of advancement in the
technology of distribution and movement of goods and services. Thirdly,
industrially advanced societies tend to produce this material, cultural
vehicles as it were, more cheaply, given their comparative advantage in
manufacturing industrial goods. With the benefits of economies of scale,
these industrial nations are therefore more able to offer cultural goods at
very competitive prices thereby crowding out similar products from
African countries. Consequent upon the foregoing, a degree of unifor-
mity in thoughts and actions that is antithetical to creativity now defines
the creative arena.

The virtual collapse of the stage play genre in the face of the intrusion
of Nollywood (home videos) in Nigeria is also emblematic of this. While
the film industry without doubt possesses its own dynamics and vitality,
contributing 1.4% to Nigeria’s $510 billion gross domestic product
(GDP) in 2013,'° the loss of creativity inherent in the disappearance of
stage plays, scripting and production, which defined the moral fiber of the
society and provided a platform for recreation and systemic order in times
past, is unquantifiable. All this is now virtually lost in the face of the sys-
tematic onslaught of celluloid.

Akin to this is the systematic undermining of the dynamism associated
with African languages. Under the sheer weight of globalization, the vital-
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ity of several of them has been lost by reason of the widespread and increas-
ing usage of foreign languages. It is axiomatic that language use echoes
the pattern of prevailing power relations. The languages of peoples with
stronger economic and political capabilities invariably find greater rele-
vance than those of weaker political economies. Further development of
African languages and their creative essence is, in the circumstances,
greatly circumscribed. Indeed, it is now projected that unless a deliberate
intervention is made, several of Africa’s languages may be extinct the year
2060. The deleterious implication for the cultural essence of affected soci-
eties is unquantifiable.

Governance
Globalization continues to be profoundly impactful in expanding the
power of ordinary peoples across the world, including Africans. Both cable
television and the Internet have done much to broadcast democratic ideas
faster and more extensively than any other vehicle previously developed.
The impact of Cable News Network (CNN) on the collapse of commu-
nism in Eastern Europe, and more recently on the Arab Spring, may not
have been adequately interrogated; but that mass movements are inspired
by an emergent protest culture that is broadcast from other countries is
not in doubt. The freedom attendant upon the unhindered usage of social
media platforms has enhanced the power of ordinary people to call their
leaders to account, and by implication has facilitated good governance.
These trends do not, however, detract from the fact that governance
forms are becoming increasingly harmonized across cultures and spatial
entities, and in a way that may be dysfunctional. The conception of democ-
racy is thus shifting from its principles—majority rule, minority rights,
public accountability and so on—to particular institutional forms that
connote the histories and cultures of Western societies. To a large extent
such culturally specific connotations account for the crisis of governance
confronting African states in their attempts to implant liberal democracy.
The contradiction inherent in having statutory parliamentary opposition
in a cultural milieu where opposition of any kind equates with enmity is a
case in point. Dividing power between a prime minister who is head of
government, and a president who is only ceremonial is hardly consistent
with the culture of many an African society. When democracy is conceived
in these institutionally specific terms, the room for creativity in evolving
governance forms that could meet the canons of democracy without being
Western in outlook is constricted. This was one major reason for the col-
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lapse of the immediate post-independence governance systems across the
African continent. It is also a key element in the monumental crises that
have attended the push for liberal democracy via the Arab Spring in the
Middle East and North Africa. The historically authoritarian orientation of
the Arab political system guaranteed order, peace and stability in such
societies, in spite of their scant regard for the nuances of democracy.
Without regard to this reality, the US government under President Barack
Obama embarked upon a completely ahistorical nation-building agenda
that ended up virtually destroying their fabric, especially in Syria, Libya
and Yemen. A more appropriate response would have been to find ways by
which the authoritarian political system entrenched in the region for cen-
turies could be moved in the direction of democracy through a gradual
and carefully guided process.

Development of Value Chain

Under globalization, the integration of the global economy has attained
unprecedented proportions. The pattern of production and exchange that
hitherto existed has been further consolidated; and thus the division of the
global system into nations of commodity exporters and industrial produc-
ers continues to deepen. Commodity exporters rarely add value to their
products. Therefore, they fail to develop the requisite value chain, which
the processing of commodities would have engendered. This accounts for
the enclave status of the crude oil sector in Nigeria, with its minimal inte-
gration with the larger economy in which a preponderance of the popula-
tion is anchored. The deep alienation of such a population is a function of
this shortage of creativity in economic administration. Globalization, by
implication, facilitates the large-scale importation of consumer goods by
African countries, often in a manner that disrupts the nascent productive
sector of their economies. The scope for creativity in the production pro-
cess is thereby undermined. It was a similar mindset that was demon-
strated across the continent soon after political independence, when
development initiatives were predicated upon access to foreign aid. The
large-scale failure of the New Partnership for African Development initia-
tive, more than 50% dependent on external funding, is a function of this
display of a shortage of creativity.

In a similar manner, the vast opportunity for migration that globaliza-
tion has afforded the people of Africa has undermined the commitment of
the elite to engendering newer and more advanced societies across the
continent, as safe havens continue to exist for them in other regions of the
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world. This is one factor in the phenomenon of brain drain that is occur-
ring: according to the United Nations, the continent may have lost a third
of'its skilled professionals to richer countries. It has been suggested that a
key factor in the limited scope of medical facilities in Nigeria, for instance,
is the ready availability of opportunities for medical tourism in India for
the elite, whose vision for the sector therefore remains mediocre.

Recreation (Sporting) Activities

In sports, the redirection of focus from African soccer to the European
Premier League is so profound in its manifestation that it has all but
destroyed the vitality this game was previously noted for on the continent.
How far creativity can blossom in soccer in the African context with this
type of mindset and orientation remains to be seen. The point is that tra-
ditional African recreational activities have suffered great reversal in
patronage by reason of the easy access to foreign models that is afforded
by globalization.

Medin

The dominance on the airwaves of international cable networks broadcast-
ing heavily prejudiced and culturally specific messages to all parts of the
world round the clock every day, detracts from creativity on the part of
those who can only watch and listen but have virtually no opportunity to
influence content. It is also debatable whether the quality of programming
on African local television stations can improve when cable television has
invaded the privacy of virtually all elite homes on the continent. That the
technology for delivering this service also tends to be located outside
Africa compounds the problem, ensuring the almost complete irrelevance
of the continent in the scheme of things.

CONCLUSION: SUSTAINING CREATIVITY IN THE FACE
OF (GLOBALIZATION

Reigniting and sustaining the basis for creativity on the part of Africans in
the face of the onslaught represented by globalization remains a major
challenge. The first critical step in addressing this is an appreciation of the
nature of the pressures represented by globalization, what they mean for
the mental state of the African peoples and by implication the organization
of their societies. This is to be followed by a deliberate program of accul-
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turation to ward off some of the more deleterious of these pressures and
create the basis for the revival of creativity on the continent. Accomplishing
these requires the African state to be better organized and focused. The
prevailing leadership type across the continent needs to be reconfigured
for more robust engagement with globalization by African countries.
Doing this would require the restructuring of the structures of gover-
nance to guarantee greater inclusivity and sub-national development ini-
tiatives. An advancement of the creative agenda and the broader issues of
social development in the continent can only be enhanced thereby.
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CHAPTER 4

Postcolonial Africa’s Development
Trajectories

Mesut Yilmaz and Chigozie Enwere

INTRODUCTION

Nature with its infinite authority positioned Africa as the raw material base
of global capitalism. The world’s capitalist system depends to a large extent
on Africa’s raw materials to create, sustain and consolidate its industrial
power and base. In the absence of Africa’s resources, industries of the
developed West and the new industrializing nations of the East would
compete more and, in turn, pay more for scarce raw materials. In some
ways, Africa has become the bride of international capitalism and the back-
bone of'its industrial expansion and hegemony, yet the continent does not
have much in terms of development to show for its abundance of natural
resources. This strategic position given to Africa by nature triggered oft an
interest in developed countries of the North for the discovery of new
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sources of raw materials and potential large markets for industrial goods.
The competition for access to these resources led to the scramble for and
partition of Africa, as well as the strategy to destroy Africa’s economic
systems and drive its industrial growth and development into stagnation.
Therefore, control strategies were developed to contain Africa’s expansion
into the Eurocentric club of capitalists. The first of these was the use of
wars and conquests as control mechanisms during the colonial era.
Although this strategy was very effective—as Africa was partitioned and
shared between various European forces—it was too costly to maintain
after the Second World War.

Following the devastation of Europe’s economy during the Second
World War, as well as intense agitation by African nationalists, colonialism
became a very expensive instrument of containment. Consequently,
African states gained their political independence from European colonial
masters. However, international capital methodically changed its instru-
ment of control and adopted more subtle strategies. These involved the
use of neoliberal economic ideas, which provided the institutional mecha-
nism to control Africa’s political and economic machineries, as well as its
resources. Overtly, these ideas were driven largely by the dogma of free
market, and were promoted as instruments that would quicken the transi-
tion of Africa from a less developed country to an industrial society. This
idea was accepted by most members of Africa’s governing elite but opposed
by many African scholars, who saw neoliberalism as a continuation of the
colonization process. The result was a conflict of ideas between the gov-
erning elite and African scholars. This disagreement between political
leaders and intellectuals resulted in a crisis of ideas.

Owing to pressures from international financial institutions such as the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank, neoliberal eco-
nomic ideas were institutionalized and consolidated in Africa through eco-
nomic reforms that were anchored on privatization and liberalization
policies. However, economic liberalization did not produce the promised
benefits of rapid growth and development. Rather, African states experi-
enced a monumental economic crisis in the 1980s and 1990s following
the implementation of the infamous Structural Adjustment Program
(SAP)—the umbrella policy for liberalization in African states. With the
failure of economic liberalization, it became clear to African leaders that
alternative models might indeed hold the key to the continent’s develop-
ment. The rise in economic importance of the BRICS nations (Brazil,
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Russia, India, China and South Africa) provided African states with oppor-
tunities to enter into new trade partnerships with these emerging econo-
mies, especially those of China and India, leading to marginal economic
growth. This chapter analyzes the application of modernization ideas in
Africa, and the extent to which the South-South economic partnerships
have improved the continent’s participation in the global economy.

MODERNIZATION IDEAS IN AFRICA

Modernization ideas rooted in Western economic liberal values incorpo-
rate the full spectrum of the transition and transformation that a tradi-
tional society needs in order to become a modern industrial society.!
Accordingly, the term modernization as used in this chapter involves poli-
cies intended to raise the standard of living of the poor through a process
of disseminating knowledge and information about more efficient tech-
niques of production and distribution. Modernization is thus an idea
dominated by liberal tradition, which envisions the development of a free
market that is similar to what obtains in the global North. In the 1950s,
liberal scholars from the North turned the modernization idea into a
movement, insisting that developing and underdeveloped countries in the
global South would develop only when they traveled along the path of
political and economic development that had already been experienced by
the developed countries of the North. The applicability of this idea in the
global South, particularly in Africa, clearly demonstrates that there are
three historical contexts for the systematic implementation of this idea.
These are the post-independence era that marked the end of colonialism
in Africa, the era of institutionalization of Western liberal economic mod-
els in Africa, and the post-Cold War period, which witnessed the collapse
of socialist economies in Africa.

POSTCOLONIAL MODERNIZATION ERA

To understand the strategic relevance of modernization in the 1950s, it is
necessary to understand the dynamic importance of sub-Saharan Africa as
the raw material base or source for European industries. The abundant
human, material and mineral resources in sub-Saharan Africa triggered oft
the quest and struggle for the colonization of the continent, one being a
direct product of the other. This struggle over and “sharing” of Africa was
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formalized at the Berlin Conference of 1884-1885, after which European
merchants took absolute control over African markets and resources.

Following the Second World War and the associated devastation in
Europe, colonialism became so expensive that the European powers
began to yield to pressure for the dismantling of colonial rule. In order to
remain relevant in a time of international capitalism, the European pow-
ers changed their tactics of domination from the overt use of violence and
terror to a more covert and cunning strategy. This encouraged the use of
ideas to influence and shape Africa’s political and economic development
models. These were structurally designed as viable development strate-
gies that would move Africa into the realm of sustainable development
and rapid industrialization. Therefore, the transition from colonialism to
political independence also marked the transition from the use of colonial
terrorism to the use of “modernization” ideas as the least expensive
instrument to control Africa, its resources and peoples. To ensure a
smooth transition, scholars from the global North labeled Africa as a dark
continent which needed to be modernized. They portrayed Africa and
Africans as the white man’s burden, primitive people who lacked ideas of
how to manage and develop the huge resources bestowed on them by
nature. Africa needed to be directed, and to be taught the best possible
ways of exploring and managing these resources for the benefits of its
people and humanity as a whole.

Therefore, a number of theorists embarked on a mission to build new
development roadmaps, theories and models for Africa, which Africans
were expected to use as catalysts to facilitate the changes in technological
and ideological values that were necessary for the transition from the
traditional society of the past to the modern society of the present and
future. For these theorists, Africa represented an intellectual burden and
challenge, similar to the challenges faced by European explorers of the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries during the era of discoveries. Like
the earlier explorers who gained fame and fortune through geopolitical
discoveries, the European scholars of the 1950s designed an intellectual
blueprint for understanding the development of Africa. This blueprint
was sold to Africans, and it became a dominant theory for African devel-
opment. Drawing on the experiences of the industrialized countries of
the North, modernization theorists argued that African countries were at
the starting point of the development process. Therefore, there was a
need for African states to mechanize agriculture and build industries in
major urban areas. According to these theorists, the measurement of
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Africa’s development index should be based on a country’s gross national
product (GNP), which also constitutes one of the best measurements of
the modernization process.?

The central goal of modernization theory in Africa in the 1950s was to
rationalize and consolidate Western capitalist values and practices.
However, the idea was presented in a way that suggested adoption of the
modernization blueprint would help bridge the gap between developing
countries and developed nations. It was argued that modernization will
help introduce modern ideas and facilitate advances in technology, agricul-
ture, trade and industries that would stimulate economic growth and
expansion in underdeveloped countries.® The conclusion was that Africa
and all countries in the global South needed to look at the Western model
of modernity and pattern their societies along those lines in order to attain
real development. This was what most African countries did during the
immediate independence period. The modernization theorists advocated
two basic dimensions to Africa’s development process. The first of these
was the social dimension of modernization, which drew its conclusions
from the writings of Max Weber and Talcott Parsons. These theorists
argued that for Africa to develop, Africa and its people had to jettison their
traditions and ways of life, and embrace a worldview patterned after
European culture. Modernization scholars insisted that ethnic divisions in
Africa constitute hindrances to development and were partly responsible
for Africa’s underdevelopment.*

The second dimension was political modernization, to bring “primi-
tive” political processes into line with the North. Scholars argued that
democratic pluralism was the key to political development in Africa, which
offered a framework that would allow Africans to participate actively in the
political process. Therefore, growth in political participation would invari-
ably foster good governance: Africa’s political leaders and governing elite
would respond to the needs of their citizens, as well as to the demands of
society. To this end, modernists affirmed that the only road to Africa’s
development was to create or adopt the political values and culture of
modern industrialized democracies. However, the optimism and hope
projected by the modernization theorists encouraged Africa to uncondi-
tionally adopt the theory as a blueprint for development during the 1950s
and 1960s. Owing to differences in institutional characteristics between
African and European countries, African societies failed woefully to achieve
the promised rapid industrialization and economic growth during that era.
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Unlike the African proponents of the liberal tradition who sought to
emulate the political and economic systems of the industrialized democra-
cies of the global North, critical scholars from Latin America and Asia
sought new theories of development that were more sympathetic to the
values of self-reliance and import-substitution industrialization, and did
not rely on the European model of modernization. This new body of
development literature was driven by the belief that external influences
would inhibit economic development in the developing countries.
Proponents of this line of reasoning argued that the domination of devel-
oping countries by the industrialized powers of Western Europe and
North America, was largely responsible for the economic and political
challenges of the developing nations.® Though this new theory gained
acceptance among African scholars, African policymakers and the govern-
ing elite were more inclined to the Eurocentric modernization theory,
because it offered the ruling elite an easier way of running their econo-
mies—through knowledge and technology transfer without personal
effort or intuition.

To Africa’s governing elite, adopting Western modernization ideas
offered access to European loans and aids so that their economies could be
run for the benefit of the elite, without making reasonable efforts to initi-
ate Afrocentric models of development. But indigenous African scholars,
like their Latin America counterparts, saw modernization theory as too
“Western centered” in nature. Such disparity in thinking between mem-
bers of the African elite and scholars led to a crisis of ideas, resulting in
uncertainty, conflict of interests and misapplication of development ideas
and programs. One notes that the acceptance of Western liberal economic
models by Africa’s political leadership and the tacit rejection of these mod-
els by most African scholars led to a conflict of interests. This lack of har-
mony regarding the appropriate development models explains in part why
attaining real and sustainable development has remained a challenge for
most African states.

THE ERA OF INSTITUTIONALIZATION

This period witnessed the institutionalization of Western economic liberal
traditions in Africa. Realizing the challenges that Western scholars faced in
using publications and conferences to shape the minds of African scholars
and policymakers, the apostles of free market and globalization devised a
different strategy to force African states into adopting the economic mod-
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els predicted on market determinism. Instead of using scholars, these
apostles of unhindered free markets coopted the international finance
institutions to bring about the stagnation of Africa’s industrial develop-
ment by urging these countries to adopt free market ideas without first
setting up the institutions that would ensure the success of the free mar-
ket. Through various conditionalities attached to loans and aids, the World
Bank, the IMF and various creditors forced African states to abandon
state-guided economic models. In the 1980s, the IMF and the World
Bank became the principal vehicles for transmitting the tenets and values
of Western economic models into African states. Using conditionalities
attached to technical assistance, loans and grants, these institutions sys-
tematically transformed African economies into proxy theaters of liberal
tradition and exploitation. Economic liberalization was thus promoted as
the only route for Africa’s development. While there may be nothing
inherently wrong with market determinism, the biggest scandal was that
African states lacked the appropriate institutional mechanisms to effec-
tively implement the structural transformations that were being suggested
by the World Bank and the IME. Although the international financial insti-
tutions suggested that markets would solve all of society’s problems, the
reality in Africa is that economic liberalization had disastrous
consequences.®

As African states implemented the economic liberalization policies
encapsulated in the SAP, economic crises persisted. Instead of acknowl-
edging that the SAP was not producing its promised benefits, the IMF and
the World Bank insisted that Africa’s economic challenges were the result
of'its failure to implement the reforms as designed. It was also alleged that
observed economic challenges were taking place because African leaders
were inclined towards rent-seeking and leadership failures. According to
the IMF and the World Bank, government interventions in the economy
bred corruption, stifled private sector innovation and produced stagnation
or economic decline. Economic liberalization policies were seen as effec-
tive mechanisms to correct for poor policy choices and bloated and inef-
ficient government bureaucracy. The World Bank and IMF became the
institutional mechanisms for the promotion, stabilization, imposition and
implementation of the principles and propositions of modernization the-
ory in Africa. Through their endorsement, the modernization theory had
institutional cover that sought to enhance its theoretical potency and gave
it some element of legitimacy and appeal, especially in the developing
world. In order to show the problem-solving potentials of the moderniza-
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tion theory, the 1981 publication of the World Bank study titled
“Accelerated Development in Sub-Saharan Africa: An Agenda for Action”
reveals that misguided decisions of the first generation of African leaders
were responsible for the economic crisis of the 1980s.”

Therefore, in order to resolve the crisis and to put Africa on a new path
of development, the IMF and World Bank tacitly forced African states to
accept and implement the SAP, whose intent was to link Africa’s economy
to future flows of Western capital. It was suggested that this would move
Africa from a traditional economy to a modern economy, where industri-
alization and rapid economic growth would be achieved. The SAP was
hence infused with liberal traditions of modernization and given to Africa
as a condition for technical assistance, loans and grants from the IMF, the
World Bank and other international funding bodies. The World Bank and
the IMF used the SAP to prescribe the following conditions, among
others:

1. That African states should discontinue the use of subsidies because,
according to these institutions, subsidies kept prices artificially low
and discouraged production and investment flows from the global
North.

2. That African states should devalue their national currencies so as to
stimulate exports and promote domestic industrial production.

3. That African states should trim all government bureaucracies and
embark on privatization and commercialization of state-owned
corporations.

4. That African states should scale down on their social programs, such
as subsidies to education and health, and encourage private sector
participation in them.

This neoliberal economic model became the keystone of IMF and
World Bank conditions to African states, and were held as the only catalyst
that would trigger rapid economic growth. Unfortunately, African leaders
and policymakers were quick to accept these conditions and began initiat-
ing the reforms that were necessary for the implementation of the pro-
posed economic models. As an embodiment of the neoliberal economic
model, which promotes less government intervention in the economy, the
SAP was designed to transfer and institutionalize Western economic values
and culture to Africa by insisting that all forms of government interven-
tions in national economics should be reduced.
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The IMF and World Bank noted that Africa’s economic successes would
depend largely on the pursuit of an export-oriented strategy in a way that
allowed for the free rein of the forces of demand and supply, with only
limited government interventions in the economy. To achieve its
export-oriented goals, Africa needed either short-term stabilization loans
from IMF to ensure economic solvency or long-term loans from the World
Bank to promote economic development. Either of these options had a
series of neoliberal conditions, which according to the IMF and World
Bank were designed to restructure Africa’s economies to meet interna-
tional standards, and in the process open up the continent’s economies to
foreign investments.

Post-Corp WaAR Era

With the introduction and consolidation of Western liberal economic val-
ues, involving less interference by the government in the economy, the
modernization theorists and strategists began to develop new tactics on
how to influence and control African politics and economic system.
Perhaps the aim was not to recolonize Africa through territorial conquests
but through the colonization of the minds and hearts of Africans using the
strategic hegemonic imposition of ideas. This new form of colonization
was anchored in the use of knowledge and ideas to control Africans’
minds, which would result in the colonization of African territories with-
out the use of arms and ammunition. To achieve this goal, there was a
need to project liberal political ideas into Africa, to serve as an ideological
superstructure for the transplanting of Western political values.

The power and influence of the World Bank and the IMF, and the
seeming global status of neoliberal ideas, became more pronounced with
the collapse of the Soviet Union in the 1990s. Prior to this, the USSR was
the only world power that provided alternative models of development
and offered alternative sources of development assistance outside the
Western powers. With the end of the Cold War and the apparent success
of the USA and its Western allies, socialism ceased to exist as a model of
development, and capitalism became the unipolar determinant model
available to Africa and Africans.

In essence, the decline and fragmentation of the Soviet Union strength-
ened the hegemony of the Western powers that controlled institutions
such as the IMF and World Bank. This left African leaders with little or no
bargaining leverage when Western offers of foreign assistance and loans
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were accompanied by increasingly stringent political demands or eco-
nomic conditions.® These stringent demands were aimed at increasing
Africa’s politico-economic dependency on the North as well as perpetuat-
ing the exploitation of Africa by the industrialized countries.

Asaptly captured in their study “Between Liberalization and Oppression:
The Politics of Structural Adjustment in Africa,” Thandika Mkandawire
and Adebayo Olukoshi insist that the foreign impositions of Western polit-
ical values in what is commonly called “structural adjustment programs”
runs counter to the legitimate needs of socio-political forces and therefore
corrupts true efforts by African states at creating responsive political ideas
to boost and consolidate democracy.” With the collapse of single regimes
throughout Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union, the stage was set for
the dismantling of the few African countries that were leaning to the left,
and the full imposition of neoliberal political and economic models.

In the 1990s, African pro-democracy and modernist activists sparked a
wave of democratic transitions in all regions of the continent in order to
consolidate the tenets of modernization theory in Africa’s political econ-
omy. African leaders who were sympathetic to socialist ideas could no lon-
ger successfully align themselves ideologically with the Soviet Union in
exchange for protection against exploitation by and impositions from the
Western nations. The new Russian regime was pre-occupied with domes-
tic economic restructuring, and consequently withdrew from African poli-
tics, leaving Africa at the whims and caprices of the capitalist nations.
These dynamics created ample room for owners of international capital to
begin the process of recolonization of Africa through the instrumentality
of neoliberal ideas. The IMF and the World Bank included this new strat-
egy in the conditions given to African states for loans and grants. Their
conditions included, among others, the liberalization of African political
systems through the acceptance and adoption of Western political institu-
tions and practices. The reason given for these conditions was the belief
that bad leadership and wrong policy choices were responsible for Africa’s
economic and social challenges in the past. The adoption of the SAP,
including transitions to democratic political arrangements, became condi-
tions for accessing Western capital and foreign development assistance.
Again, the major concern with the liberalization policies in Africa was not
necessarily the potency of the ideas in themselves. The biggest challenge
was the absence of appropriate mechanisms to ensure that markets in fact
functioned the way they should. For example, in most African countries
there were no coherent competition laws to govern business-to-business
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relationships. This challenge was clearly demonstrated in the banking crisis
that ensued in Nigeria and in many other African countries following
banking sector liberalization. Several banks failed shortly afterwards mainly
because there was not adequate regulatory infrastructure to eftectively
supervise the upsurge in the number of banks.

MODERNIZATION AND AFRICA’S DEVELOPMENT

Through the strong influence of the World Bank and the IMF, Africa
was drawn into the pursuit of Western economic and political models.
The Bretton Woods institutions assumed that a market will perform in
the same manner and produce the same results across all societies, irre-
spective of history, culture and extant institutions. This erroneous
assumption led to a proposal for universal solutions in the form of mar-
ket liberalization. However, as the subsequent results show, institutions
in fact do matter, and the application of silver bullets or universal models
have proven disastrous for Africa. The promised economic growth and
transformation that were expected to flow from liberalization were a
delusion, with disappointment, failures and structural dislocations
becoming almost a permanent narrative. The failure of the imposed
development models has contributed to the growing gap between devel-
oped and developing countries.

As the developed nations work under the pretext of helping Africa’s
developing countries to overcome the multitude of development chal-
lenges, the continent’s economy is a shambles, with pervasive poverty
and destitution. This is in part because the current global economic
order, which emphasizes the free flow of goods and services, has made it
almost impossible for African states to begin the process of industrializa-
tion. It is now cheaper to import manufactured goods from Asia instead
of developing local industries. The consequence of this economic arrange-
ment is that Africa has remained a supplier of raw materials for the use of
industries in other continents. Across most African countries, the exploi-
tation and export of natural resources remain the dominant economic
activity. This heavy dependence on natural resources is the same model
that was forced on Africa during the period of colonial rule. In effect,
although Africa has gained political independence from its erstwhile
European colonial masters, the colonial economic systems of dependence
on natural resources persist.
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In order to understand the problems and the dynamic rationalization
of modernization, it is pertinent to review the history and politics of the
concept of “underdevelopment,” which has triggered off an ideological
race for the control of Africa’s economy and natural resources through
the instrumentality of ideas and theories. This scramble for Africa has led
to the postulation of several theories of development intended to coerce
the continent into the Eurocentric international capitalist system, using
the subtle tools of ideas, concepts and theories. Since the 1960s, the
word “underdevelopment” seems to have become the label that the
West has reserved for Africa. Poverty and underdevelopment have
become the cornerstone of the literature. Measuring Africa by the stan-
dards of the global North, the continent has been given all the negative
labels—with diseases, poverty and underdevelopment as the most com-
mon descriptors. The label of underdevelopment has led to the division
of the world into developed and underdeveloped countries; North and
South; core and periphery.

The modernization theory forced on Africa by the World Bank and the
IMF draws on the theoretical postulations of economists such as Walt
W. Rostow. In his book The Stages of Economic Growth: Non-Communist
Manifesto, Rostow argues that all countries evolve through the same stages
of growth as leaders seek to transform backward agricultural societies into
modern industrial societies.!® Rostow outlines an optimistic scenario for
potential African states willing to follow the most accessible model for
swift transition from a backward society to the expected industrial society.
He identifies five stages for economic development. They are as follows:

1. Primitive society: characterized by subsistence farming and trade by
barter.

2. Preparation for take-off: characterized by specialization, production
of surplus goods and trade. Transport infrastructure is developed to
support trade, and savings and investment are encouraged at this
stage.

3. Tnke-off: signifies a process where industrialization increases and the
economy switches from agriculture to manufacturing.

4. Drive to maturity:, there is less reliance on imports as there is an
increased need to diversify the economy into new areas.

5. Period of mass consumption: the diversified economy stimulates mass
production, with the service sector becoming increasingly dominant.
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With this scheme, the Rostow modernity theory posits that develop-
ment is a multidimensional process that requires nations to achieve indus-
trial development at different paces depending on their capacity to adapt
the necessary development values that move a nation to the next level of
advancement. Along this line, it was argued that sub-Saharan Africa’s
development lagged behind because of its failure to adapt Western eco-
nomic ideas in its economy. But in the words of Walter Rodney, the belief
that adopting the Western-designed modernization theories will produce
long-term benefits for Africa is not only malicious and misdirected, but
clearly demonstrates the misrepresentation and misinterpretation of the
African history of economic development.!! In the views of the modern-
ists, Africa has no history of economic development; therefore, the conti-
nent must imbibe the development ideas developed by the West. But
Rodney argues that Africa has a recorded history of economic develop-
ment and does not require Rostow’s modernization ideas.!? According to
him, the empires of Mali, Songhay and Zulu and the Kingdom of Dahomey
had well-developed economic systems prior to European colonial con-
quest. Samir accepts Rodney’s assertion and goes further, arguing that
pre-colonial African economies had advanced technology and tech-
niques.'® According to him, Africa had already found its true path to
development well before the first encounter with Europeans. However,
the arrival of Europeans distorted Africa’s development trajectories and
forcibly imposed a new development model, one that conflicts with
Africa’s technology, methods, history and economy. Through the strategic
but very destructive instrument of colonialism, Europe derailed and
undermined Africa’s development patterns and replaced them with mod-
ernization ideas that are based on the disingenuous belief that Africa is the
white man’s burden. Therefore, Africa was classified as a dark continent,
which needed to be enlightened through a modernization process that
would transform the continent from being a burden to becoming self-
reliant. Evidence of pervasive economic and political challenges across
Africa has only proved that the mission of Europe and its allies to “develop”
Africa has been a monumental failure.

In order to unlock Africa’s economies from the shackles of underdevel-
opment, scholars from Latin America developed a new theoretical course of
action to expose the flaws in the writings of Western theorists such as Walter
Rostow, W. A. Lewis, Talcott Parsons and Daniel Lerner, whose theories
partly influenced African states to look at the Western model of modernity
and patterns as the appropriate development model for the transit from a
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traditional society to a modern society. The criticisms of the Latin American
scholars are generally anchored on the dependency theory. Simply put, this
argues that the underdevelopment of Africa is externally induced because
the core nations exploited the raw materials of the periphery nations to cre-
ate and sustain global economic imbalance. Some of the proponents of the
dependency theory are Raul Prebish, Theotonio dos Santos, Paul Baran,
Andre Gunder Frank, Fernando Cardoso, Walter Rodney and Samir Amin.
They base their theory on the premise that the core would like to make
Africa a perpetual supplier of raw materials. While the industrialized nations
make large profits from the manufactured goods produced from raw materi-
als, African states make very low profits on commodity exports.'* Dependency
theory suggests that the actions of the industrialized countries are designed
to keep Africa in perpetual dependence on the West, which is a source of
ideas and charity upon which the future of Africa rests. Along these lines, the
modernization ideas and processes were designed on the principles of para-
sitic relationship, which provide the framework for the conscription of
African states into an exploitative international system; this principally serves
the needs of the developed nations.

The contradictions experienced by Africa in the world capitalist system
are at variance with the persuasive arguments of modernization theory,
which posited that the relationship between African states and the Western
nations would culminate in mutual benefits and shared prosperity across
every nation. Contrary to this assumption, the neoliberal reforms have,
according to Greig, Hulme and Turner, led to the underdevelopment of
Africa and Latin America.'® In effect, the core—periphery relationship in
the world capitalist system has had negative repercussions on the periph-
ery, and has produced monumental gains for the core.

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA AND SOUTH-SOUTH ECcONOMIC
COOPERATION

In recent years, there has been a significant increase in the volume of
trade between African countries and other developing nations. The
increase in South—South economic cooperation has had positive effects
on African economies. Since the mid-1990s, sub-Saharan Africa has
demonstrated an impressive increase in economic activity, which has
resulted in more investment flows into the region. Through this, most
African states have achieved some measure of economic growth. Despite
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the 2008 global finance crisis and the subsequent recession in most
Western countries, sub-Saharan Africa posted robust economic growth
from 2007 to 2014, before the decline in global commodity prices began
to adversely affect growth.

The rise of economic activities and trade in the global South has boosted
the participation of sub-Saharan Africa in global trade. For sub-Saharan
African countries, trade with the better performing developing countries,
especially the BRICS nations, offers opportunities for specialization, effi-
ciency gains, export market diversification and investment flows. South—
South trade and economic cooperation offer a vehicle for promoting
trade-led development in the weaker economies of sub-Saharan Africa,
and in recent years the BRICS nations have provided improved market
access to sub-Saharan African countries. Currently, there are thirty-eight
sub-Saharan African countries whose major trading partners are countries
of the global South. Over 50% of these countries’ export and import are
with countries of the global South. There are five countries that are clearly
increasing their share of South-South trade: Angola, Democratic Republic
of Congo, Republic of Congo, Ghana and Mozambique.

The rise of South-South economic cooperation has been driven in large
part by the phenomenal growth in the BRICS nations, whose trade accounts
for over 65% of all trade involving the developing countries. With a com-
bined GDP of US$15.8 billion in 2013, the BRICS countries contributed
21% of world GDP and 18% of global exports. With the rise of BRICS
nations as major actors in global trade, sub-Saharan Africa’s exports to tra-
ditional developed countries decreased, while exports to the BRICS coun-
tries have increased significantly during the past decade.! Sub-Saharan
African countries have continued to increase their trade with the BRICS
nations perhaps because of more favorable terms of trade and partnerships
when compared with the situation regarding countries of the global North.

With the rise of the BRICS nations, significant changes have taken
place in terms of sub-Saharan Africa’s export destinations. Between 2000
and 2012, the percentage of sub-Saharan Africa’s export to developed
countries declined from 65% to 46%, while exports to China dramatically
rose from 5% to 19%. From a very small trade volume of less than US$10
billion in 2000, China has now become sub-Saharan Africa’s largest sin-
gle trading partner, with US$160 billion worth of goods traded in 2013.17
While the sub-Saharan African region is a major source of raw materials,
the BRICS nations predominantly supply manufactured goods. In 2012,
the BRICS nations accounted for 33% of all imports of manufactured
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goods in sub-Saharan Africa. The items of import range from labor
intensive products to capital intensive goods such as machinery, vehicles
and pharmaceutical products. According to the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the BRICS share in
foreign direct investment (FDI) to Africa has also increased significantly
during the past two decades. Chinese FDI is heavily concentrated in oil,
infrastructure construction and mining, with South Africa, Nigeria,
Sudan, Angola and Zambia being important beneficiaries. FDI from
India has been largely concentrated in Senegal, Sudan, Mauritius and in
East African countries. Russia’s investment is focused towards securing
raw materials and local markets for its manufactured goods. Brazilian FDI
is mostly in the areas of ethanol industries in Angola, Ghana and
Mozambique, as well as securing access to local services market in hous-
ing projects in Angola and Mozambique.!® Another significant trend in
South—South cooperation is the rise in the volume of aid from the BRICS
nations to sub-Saharan African countries. In recent years, China has
become active in giving aid to African nations. Top recipients include
Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Nigeria, Sudan and Zambia. In
the same vein, India has provided aid to Nigeria and Sudan, as well as to
some other West African countries. Aid from China and India are more of
concessional loans, rather than grants. The grants and loans have been
devoted primarily to infrastructure development and the expansion of the
primary sector in the receiving countries.

The triumphant entry of the South into the global capitalist economy
dominated by the North has produced renewed hope and optimism for
the developing world at large. What is emerging is a relative decline in
economic importance of the global North and the emergence of new
actors in global economic calculations. With the emergence of China,
India and South Korea as global players, South-South economic partner-
ships have gained momentum, and emerging trends, including relative
political stability in most of Africa, show that Africa’s rise in economic
importance has only just begun. The new South-South trade flows are
what UNCTAD has described as a “hub and spoke” trade network, where
Asia plays the role of the hub, being both the largest exporter and importer,
while Africa plays the peripheral role of the spoke.!

To structurally induce South-South trade, trade liberalization was
adopted to lower the price of intermediate imports and place the South in
a strategic position in the international market.?® Liberalization and the
concomitant growth in South-South trade has a greater potential of
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enhancing the welfare of African developing countries compared with the
liberalization of North-South trade that exploitatively stagnates economic
growth in the South. The liberalization of South—-South trade necessarily
reduces global imbalances and the exploitation of developing countries as
it provides alternative sources of demand with less reliance on the indus-
trialized nations of the global North. This in turn will not only promote
South—-South trade, but will also help to move developing countries from
resource-based exports to manufacturing and sustainable industrializa-
tion. The manufacturing capabilities of the South provide better and
cheaper goods to consumers of the North, and also encourage backward—
forward linkages among industries in the South.

To facilitate the liberalization process and enhance economic relation-
ships, the South initiated and encouraged bilateral, regional and inter-
regional preferential trade agreements among developing countries. In the
Asia Pacific region, 137 trade agreements were initiated and ratified, out
of which seventy-nine were entered into between developing countries.?!
In addition, developing countries in different regions also established
schemes for regional economic integration: these include the Association
of South East Nations Free Trade Area, the South Asia Free Trade Area
and the Asia—Pacific Trade Agreement. To integrate developing countries
in Africa into the liberalization process of the global South, inter-regional
preferential trade agreements have been introduced. This led to the cre-
ation of the India—Brazil-South Africa free trade agreement and the Asia—
Africa Sub-Regional Organization Conference. These inter-regional
partnerships have a global perspective and are open to all countries of the
global South. They provide options and mechanisms for enhancing South—
South trade and investment flows with mutual benefits and payoffs.

In recent years, tarift restructuring in South-South economic partner-
ships has increased the participation of the so-called least developed coun-
tries (LDCs) in the competitive international market. LDCs such as
Afghanistan, Maldives, Myanmar and Nepal have increased their exports
to the South during the past two decades. Similarly, Bangladesh and
Cambodia have also increased their exports not only to the global South,
but also to the European Union and the USA. It is worth mentioning that
despite their main export market being developed countries, both coun-
tries still depend on the global South to meet their import needs. In the
global South, regional trade agreements are reciprocal in nature, with each
participating country making commitments towards tarift liberalization by
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providing special and differential treatments to LDCs. These latter make
it possible for LDCs to gain market access into other developing
economies.??

However, the South-South reciprocal trade concessions provided the
mutual catalyst that pushed the World Trade Organization (WTO) to pro-
vide duty-free quota access to LDCs. The decision was taken during the
WTO Ministerial Meeting in Hong Kong in December 2005, and required
that all developed and developing country members of WT'O should pro-
vide duty-free and quota-free market access to all products originating
from all LDCs. These requirements were done in a manner that would
ensure stability, security and predictability of trade and enhance economic
growth in the LDCs. For this reason, China commenced the implementa-
tion of preferential scheme for LDCs. China provides these concessions
only to imports from African LDCs who are members of WTO, primarily
to support sub-Saharan Africa towards rapid economic growth and sus-
tainability. In addition, India complemented the efforts of China by pro-
viding a duty-free tarift preference scheme in August 2008 to LDCs in
Africa, which is intended to boost South—-South trade and economic part-
nerships. Pursuant to this scheme, duties on the majority of items will be
gradually eliminated over the course of several years. These duty-free items
from LDCs include cocoa, aluminum, cotton, copper ores, sugar cane and
ready-made garments. Through this preferential tarift scheme, India and
China provide technical assistance to LDCs to encourage manufacturing
and mutual implementation of the scheme. Therefore, many of the bene-
fits recorded in increased South—South trade are the result of regional
preferential trade agreements. South—-South trade has become a credible
alternative to North-South trade, particularly for sub-Saharan African
countries in the areas of manufacture and services.

In the quest for an expanded economic base, developing countries in
the global South are shifting towards value-added exports, as hundreds of
companies from these countries have joined international value chains for
the production of components and the assembly of completed products.
In 2001, exports of manufactures from developing countries to other
developing countries stood at 65%.%% This is as a result of intra-South
reductions in tariffs and the rapid delivery of imported components, which
has become an ordering principle for developing countries’ exporters and
their governments. This was evident in the 2004 South-South trade,
where exporters from the fifty LDCs became active actors in global econo-
mies. This phenomenon has not been restricted to trade flows and invest-



POSTCOLONIAL AFRICA’S DEVELOPMENT TRAJECTORIES 67

ment, but extends to the area of services. These account for a larger share
of developing countries’ output, reaching 60% of GDP.>* In addition to
manufacturing, trade in services is also expanding tremendously, especially
in the areas of tourism, transportation, information, education, medical
services, telecommunication and financial services.

Major economies in sub-Saharan Africa, such as those of Nigeria and
South Africa, have experienced spectacular trade booms through the
framework of South-South trade and service expansion. Rapid trade and
service expansion has been stimulated by inter-regional trade and service
exchanges, as well as high levels of investment from developing giants such
as China, India and Brazil. This strategic expansion has benefited Africa
greatly. Given the unprecedented rise in South-South economic partner-
ships in recent years, and the spectacular economic growth in most of the
developing world during the past few years, one can conclude that the
expansion in South-South trade and economic cooperation has produced
much greater benefits to the developing nations than has trade with the
industrialized nations.

CONCLUSION

The imposition Eurocentric development ideas on African states was part
of the tacit scramble for Africa. As Africa’s quest for decolonization intensi-
fied in the 1950s, international capitalism introduced the modernization
ideas and structural reforms as strategies to influence the universal authori-
tative allocation of Africa’s resources to determine who got what, when and
how. The modern strategy for appropriating Africa’s resources did not fol-
low the colonial means of war and conquest, but a more complex strategy
of control through the use of ideas to influence the thinking of the govern-
ing elite. This created a crisis of ideas in Africa and this resulted in a crisis
of strategies and policies, making Africa the perpetual producer and
exporter of primary products. The industrialization process stagnated, and
the desired transition from primitive or traditional society to modern indus-
trial society became more of a development mirage than reality. Unlike the
BRICS nations that jettisoned or restructured the modernization theory to
reflect each country’s peculiar circumstances, Africa’s elite rejected the
development paradigm that was more in line with Africa’s culture of self-
reliance and communalism. Consequently, Africa has depended largely on
the benevolence of the North for grants, loans and FDI.
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It is not likely that any industrialized nation will transfer its technology
to Africa and create another economic actor that will intensify the global
competition for labor and raw materials. The strategies of the developed
countries have always been aimed at balancing global economic growth,
competition and access in favor of the developed nations, so as to sustain
their hegemony over the rest of the world. The content of this balancing
strategy was institutionalized in Africa in the form of “international stan-
dards,” which Africa is asked to adopt in order to achieve industrialization
and the Western-designed model of “growth.” Therefore, Africa is caught
in the web of economic crisis and underdevelopment. This chapter con-
cludes that Africa’s underdevelopment is largely a product of the failure of
Africa’s governing elite to initiate and implement home-grown develop-
ment ideas anchored on Africa’s unique culture and systems. In order to
achieve sustainable growth and development, and in order to take on a
respectable position in the global political economy, African states must
take their destinies into their own hands by designing home-grown and
effective development models that are in consonance with Africa’s culture,
history and extant institutions.
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CHAPTER 5

Collective Social Action: Enlightenment
Ethic and the Rise of Modern Individualism

Enoch Olujide Gbadegesin

INTRODUCTION

One of the major consequences of globalization and the rise of neoliberal
ideas has been the erosion of cultures and value systems that promoted
communal friendship and good neighborliness, with the result that the
world order is now defined primarily by the so-called market forces of
demand and supply. In this chapter, I argue that the crisis of modernity or
modern culture began with the rise of the Enlightenment ethic, which
endorsed individualism at the expense of community. The Enlightenment
ethic is characterized by, among other things, viewing the world as a priva-
tized and consumerist “everything for sale” culture; an attitude that is
completely different from the traditional view. In an age dominated by
consumerism, the belief of the majority is that self-interest is the dominant
motive in society. Itis a culture in which the past is not regarded as belong-
ing to the present; it is interpreted as an anachronistic mode of perceiving,
cognizing and acting. As Gustavo Benavides observed, “modernity is an
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act of self-conscious distancing from a past or a situation regarded as
naive—break different in the domain of knowledge than in morality,
aesthetics, and religion.”! He goes as far as saying that “this self-extrica-
tion, is in principle an endless task, for just as the term naive may be
applied, for example, to an organic conception of the social order that is
rejected in favor of one built around mechanistic metaphors.”?
Enlightenment celebrates libertarianism, with the maxim that all human
interactions should be voluntary and consensual.

The Enlightenment began with the rise of modern science and is only
inadvertently characterized by the rise of modern individualism. It has
been rightly observed that “in the Western world, individualism first
began in the Middle Ages and found its full expression with the dawn of
modern era.”® In the modern era, individualism became a way of adapt-
ing to the new social, economic and political conditions in Europe. From
that point, it evolved into social, economic, political and philosophical
doctrines expressive of an individual’s independence, self-reliance, self-
determination and, hence, individuality.* In general, individualism gives
primacy to the individual over what opposes her/his individuality, be it a
social institution or the state.

In thinking about how the Enlightenment contributed to the rise of
individualism, one must go back to the time of Immanuel Kant. He
describes it as “the liberation of man from his ‘self-imposed immaturity’,
adding that this immaturity lies ‘not in lack of understanding’, but in a
lack of determination and courage to use it without the assistance of
another.”® For Kant, individual autonomy is central in making ethical
decisions. In essence, Enlightenment is the process of undertaking to
think for oneself, to employ and rely on one’s own intellectual capacities
in determining what to believe and how to act. From the French Revolution
until the present, the authority that has been most recognizable has been
the autonomous individual. With respect to the modern world, Richard
Stivers asserts that “Modern individualism exists to permit a non-political
totalitarianism to flourish. Consumerism creates a radical individualism.”®

Another important figure whose philosophical thinking helped perpet-
uate the culture of modernity and its relationship to individualistic ethos
is René Descartes. One could go so far as arguing that in philosophy, and
consequently in the academic study of religion, modernity actually began
with Descartes’s search for method. He thought that by formulating
proper method for rational reflection, one can overcome the doubt that is
characteristic of modern experience.” According to Descartes, a rational
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individual thinker lives an isolated, individualist and egoistic life, having
nothing to do with other individual egos. Descartes’s knowledge is
privatized: “I think therefore I am.” But the Yoruba have a saying that
relates to such an individual: Ani kan gbero ti mba iyd sun [an isolated
thinker runs the risk of sleeping with his mother].

This chapter proposes that, by returning to the interactive and integra-
tive practice of communalism, Africa in general and Nigerian society in
particular could achieve better progress and stem the tide of corruption,
oppression and marginalization that modernity, with the rise of a capitalist
ethos and values, engenders. The ancient African paradigm of communal-
ism directs this discourse. However, the communalism that is advocated
here is not restricted to the African practice of it; it was notable in Greece
in the medieval period. The Greek city-state functioned as a civilizing
force by collectively creating social conditions that were necessary to the
development of good life for its citizens. It has been pointed out that “The
Greek sense of community is also exhibited in their intellectual activities.
For the Athenians, the pursuit of philosophical truths was no private, indi-
vidual affair; truth was not something that could be attained individually
and monologically, but something that could be achieved collectively and
dialogically.”® Perhaps ancient Greece would be appalled to sce the
Western practice of atomic individualism, which has already permeated
into almost all other nations’ cultural fabric, including modern Nigeria’s.

There is no doubt that communalism and communitarianism have their
own disadvantages, such as the encouragement of laziness and free-riding
among group members—which leads to sub-optimal results for everyone.
As a matter of fact, if one considers the theory of John Stuart Mill, one is
confronted with an argument that is clearly against communitarianism.
Mill’s individualism was a criticism of John Locke’s individualism insofar
as majoritarianism had taken root in England, this resulting in the “Tyranny
of the Majority.”® Mill therefore gave high value to the sanctity of the
individual, even when he or she disagreed with the overwhelming major-
ity.1% Yet there is another counter-argument against Mill’s theory of indi-
vidualism, which is pre-eminently provided by John Dewey. Dewey’s
theory of individualism posited that independent agents are always socially
situated and composed largely of social intelligence. Further, he believed
that an individual was inseparable from his or her role as a citizen.!! In fact,
Dewey’s theory of individualism was largely said to be a criticism of wide-
spread poverty and the abuse of political power in America during the
Great Depression. Laissez-faire economics, combined with cut-throat
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competitiveness and atomistic individualism had resulted in pervasive
injustice, and Dewey recommended the recognition of our
inter-connectedness and continuity rather than our separateness.'> One
can see a similar trend in Nigerian socio-political life.

I believe that part of the messiness of the current world situation is as
a result of the enthronement of modern individualistic ethos and values.
With respect to Africa, the situation seems to be more problematic
because individualistic morality separate from that of the society did not
come into the picture. In the African past, morality could generally be
interpreted as resonating with a Durkheimean perspective of collective
social action. In his Elementary Forms of Religious Life, Durkheim views
religious life as preeminently a social collectivity. He says that the springs
of religion and ritual lie in kinship and social organization, and was of the
opinion that “religious beliefs and practices reinforce and consecrate
those things that sustain communal life and expel or purify those things
that endanger group life.”!® He conceived religion as a community affair,
one that no doubt has an infinitely positive effect on politics, economics
and social life in general.

DEFINITION OF INDIVIDUALISM AND COLLECTIVISM!#

Individualism is the idea that an individual’s life belongs to him or her and
that he or she has an inalienable right to live as he or she sees fit, to act on
his or her own judgment, to keep and use the product of his or her effort,
and to pursue the values of his or her choosing. It is the idea that the indi-
vidual is sovereign, an end in him- or herself and the fundamental unit of
moral concern. On the other hand, collectivism is the idea that an indi-
vidual’s life belongs not to him or her but to the group or society of which
he or she is merely a part; that he or she has no rights; and that he or she
must sacrifice his or her values and goals for the group’s “greater good.”
According to collectivism, the group or society is the basic unit of moral
concern, and the individual is of value only insofar as he or she serves the
group. As A. Maurice Low puts it, “Man has no rights except those which
society permits him to enjoy. From the day of his birth until the day of his
death society allows him to enjoy certain so-called rights and deprives him
of others; not ... because society desires especially to favor or oppress the
individual, but because its own preservation, welfare, and happiness are
the prime considerations.”'® A close observation of these two definitions
will show that each of them has its own merits and demerits, but one of
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them seems to me to be more salient than the other. If one is thinking
about a good society, one might want to advocate for the communitarian
life rather than egoistic, individualistic life. Social life makes more mean-
ingful sense than a privatized and exclusive life, in that social life is dialogi-
cal whereas privatized life is monological. A private life, though it might
emphasize reason and turn morality into a means for individual success or
happiness, is nevertheless a fragmented life.

MODERNITY AND TS CRISIS

The modern world is a consumer-driven society, where individual taste
seems to dictate moral standards. In fact, according to Kierkegaard:

The aesthetical and the ethical are dimensions of culture and ways of exist-
ing. Both are necessary to the life of the individual and society. The aestheti-
cal is concerned with immediate experience. Aesthetic existence is principally
about enjoyment, to lose oneself in the pleasure of the moment. A purely
aesthetical approach to life, Kierkegaard observes, is ethically indifferent to
others. When one is not ethically bound to others, one is free to relate to
them as best fits one’s needs and desires.'¢

No doubt, Kierkegaard is right in thinking this way; in the modern era
individuals are estranged from one another. In this society social bonds are
fragmented; personal interest is placed over and above the collective. In
their brilliant essay “Creating the Good Society”, Claire Andre and Manuel
Velasquez contend that “A ruthless individualism, expressed primarily
through a market mentality, has invaded every sphere of our lives, under-
mining those institutions, such as the family or the university, that have
traditionally functioned as foci of collective purposes, history, and cul-
ture.”?” In another sense, we might agree with Ernst Troeltsch, who con-
ceives of modernity or the modern world in terms of the conception of
modern civilization as developed in Europe and America, in which
Protestantism plays a very significant role.!® Protestantism, he argues,
gives rise to a world in which “modern individualism is of much more
deeply and strongly rooted metaphysical constitution.”!?

The crisis of modernity was first noticed in America by Robert Bella
and his coauthors in their book The Good Society. They write that
American society is faced with growing homelessness, rising unemploy-
ment, crumbling highways, and impending ecological disaster. In spite
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of these appalling situations, they note, the response is one of apathy,
frustration, cynicism, and Americans cope by retreating into their pri-
vate worlds. American institutions have failed, yet the Americans refuse
to take charge. They fail to do so because of “our long and abiding
allegiance to ‘individualism’—the belief that ‘the good society’ is one
in which individuals are left free to pursue their private satisfactions
independently of others, a pattern of thinking that emphasizes indi-
vidual achievement and self-fulfillment.”?? Alexis de Tocqueville notices
a similar crisis in France and defined individualism as “the apathetic
withdrawal of individuals from public life into a private sphere and
their isolation from one another, with a consequent and dangerous
weakening of social bonds.”?! Coming back to Africa in general and
Nigeria in particular, we have a big problem, owing largely to the ways
in which we run our social and political lives. Ours is a system charac-
terized by social atomization, anarchy and exploitation of the poor
masses under a profligate democratic regime. We are living as strangers
in the land of strangers.

If American institutions have failed because of the country’s alle-
giance to individualism, then we could not expect anything better in a
Nigerian society, where the untamed acquisition of individual wealth is
the order of the day. If this wealth were acquired legitimately, the argu-
ment would no doubt be different, but here is a situation where a few
individuals who have corrupted themselves through the embezzlement
of public funds have continued to bully the rest of the citizens. Appearing
to lack a good sense of judgment, the Nigerian government continues
to indiscriminately embrace a Western idea of industrial capitalism, cre-
ating a sense of isolation, joblessness and homelessness for the greater
mass of individuals. As aptly observed by Toyin Falola, the humanities
are also complicit in perpetuating this Western modernization or moder-
nity, with all its negative consequences: “the branches of the humanities
that have devoted all their energies and time to the promotion of
Western modernization have been frustrated time without number to
the extent that the use of ‘crisis’ has become part of a permanent vocab-
ulary.”?? The reason is simple; Falola argues that “the reality of the
stubborn survival of past traditions has called into question the reality
of the stubborn quest for Western modernity.”?** My suspicion is that
Falola’s reference to past tradition also has something to do with the
communitarian ideal and value system.
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CRISES OF MODERN AFRICAN STATE

Unfortunately, because Africans lack collective (moral) will, they have been
enculturated into believing the lie that is being sold to them by Western
modernization and the rise of industrial capitalism. Either Africans have not
been informed that industrial capitalism leads to fragmented society or they
do not feel threatened by it, so they have adopted this practice wholesale to
their own peril. Modernity has brought about a liberalized market econ-
omy in which only a few people continue to control and dictate market
prices. The problem is that since Africans have given up the need for a com-
munitarian ethic of commonwealth, they seem to have lost what it takes to
build a just and good society. In Nigeria today, the naira continues to slide
downwards and the whole economy is in a mess. The majority of Nigerians
arc wallowing in abject poverty.** Falola, who foresaw this problem long
ago, even thinks that what the African nations were told they would obtain
from their encounters with Westernization and modernization turned out
to be fake, to the extent that their unreflective adoption of the classical
economiics of free trade, which promised benefits to poor and rich nations
alike, is a failure.?* Modernity, which ushers in neoliberalism as we can see,
has contributed to too many African nations” huge debts, leading to impov-
erishment and systemic decay; and there seems to be no solution to this in
sight. A neoliberal economy that supports free trade eventually leads to
exploitative capitalism, which has given a huge number of Third World
countries, including Africa, a huge economic problem.

Modernity, which has led to the rise of modern individuals, produces
feelings of release, freedom and power. According to Stivers, “individual-
ism is characterized by certain ideologies namely: No one can tell me what
to do, for we are equal. At the same time, however, we cannot rely on
others for assistance; they are not morally bound to us in a reciprocal rela-
tionship.”?¢® Morcover, our relationships to others become more competi-
tive and more dangerous, leading to what Tocqueville calls “psychological
weakness.”?” As Louis Dumont observes, modern ideology turns morality
and virtue into personal values that individuals are free to accept or reject.?
Because our modern world extols individualism, we have ended up becom-
ing fragmented, isolated and privatized in our separate modes of thought.
Because the modern world continues to value and pride itself on its “tech-
nologized” and mediated mass culture, communal bonding continues to
get weaker and weaker. The new generation of children and youth in
Nigeria, and perhaps all over Africa, now collect information from strangers
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via the Internet: WhatsApp, Twitter, Facebook and so on. Perhaps Stivers
is right in thinking that “for increasing numbers of people, the images of
the media furnish the context within which words take their meaning.”?
This is correct; native storytellers are even now failing to pass on time-
tested stories that teach morality to the young(er) generations, who are
constantly being enculturated into strange ideas and customs via print and
electronic media.

Many examples of the consequences of modernity can be given in this
regard. We can easily see that modern Nigerian culture, which arguably is
giving rise to individualism, is now characterized by the use of earphones
by youths and some adults who successfully cut themselves oft from the
reality of their immediate environment. Some of our youths find their
husbands and wives on Facebook, or Twoo, or Twitter, leading to dis-
turbing consequences—failed marriages and the burden of single parent-
ing. Something radical needs to be done to salvage African society in
general and Nigeria in particular from the perils of modernity. I propose
a return to a communitarian or communal morality and to values that
promote social solidarity and a collective emotional experience. What our
technologized world has successfully done to us is to make us anonymous
and less responsible to others. There is an urgent need to return to recip-
rocal relationships that work to create trust. Our society must change
from aesthetic love, which is based upon individual attraction and plea-
sure, and on that which is interesting and immediately fulfilling, to ethical
love, which is based upon a sense of obligation to and even sacrifice of
one’s interests for the other. We could remember Moremi Ajasord in this
regard. She was said to have sacrificed herself and her only son for the
general welfare of the whole Ife people of Southwestern Nigeria. She did
this because she was more concerned about communal welfare than her
personal welfare; or one could say that she promoted community inter-
ests over and above her own self-interest.*

Modern Nigerian society should return from a state of anomie, as Emile
Durkheim calls it, to a traditional morality of care and concern for one
another. We must rescue ourselves from the dominating effect of information
technology (IT), which individualizes us, and global capitalism, which con-
tinues to bring us under its dominion. With respect to the evil effect of global
capitalism, money and what money can buy have occupied the minds of the
majority of Africans, who blindly continue to copy Western ideas and practices
so that money continues to condition how relationships are conceived.
Recently, some students at Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Osun State
were asked whether or not they would consider stopping their studies if
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someonc gave them N50, 000000.00. Over 75% claimed that they would
gladly do so. One of them put it this way: “money answers all things.”?*! This
is a terrible situation. The individualistic ethic of acquiring wealth through
whatever means has led quite a number of young folk (known as yahoo
yahoo boys and girls) to swindle people’s money from their overseas accounts.
In many Pentecostal churches today, favor and God’s grace are measured by
how much money or material wealth a person has at his or her disposal,
regardless of how or where the money has been obtained.

Even the increasing ugly practice of kidnapping and abducting people
in order to collect a huge amount of money from the relatives and friends
of the victims has become the order of the day in Nigeria. Situations like
this indicate that things are really changing for the worse. Rightly, the
German philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900) predicted the col-
lapse of traditional values, which, he warned, would lead to a crisis of
unparalleled magnitude, what he coined “nihilism”: “What does nihilism
mean for Nietzsche? That the highest values devalue themselves. The aim
is lacking; [the question] ‘why?’ finds no answer.”*? It is baffling that this
nihilistic tendency has also found its way into religious institutions, espe-
cially Christianity or, to be more specific, Pentecostal Christianity. This is
being rapidly and negatively influenced by the individualistic ethos of the
untamed acquisition of wealth.

If one observes the African socio-political realm, it may be seen that
the situation is getting worse and worse by the day. Individualism has
begun to riddle the social fabric of many African nations, and Nigeria
seems to be badly hit. A few cabals are stashing money that belongs to
the whole community into private accounts overseas. They do this with
impunity, thinking that nobody can or will challenge them for doing
so. Revelations about people who have stolen government money for
their private use show that Nigeria still has a long way to go in curbing
corruption. It is appalling to hear that Nigeria’s current Senate
President claimed he was richer than Kwara State before he became the
governor of that state. The majority of the people in Kwara State are
still languishing in abject poverty. This is a good example of the indi-
vidualistic ethos.??

Perhaps what we are witnessing in Nigeria in particular and Africa in
general could be likened to Thomas Hobbes’s state of nature, in which
everyone acts entirely for himself or herself, and in which chaos prevails
in the absence of effective authority to supervise interactions among
society’s members. Hobbes’s state of nature is a state without a common
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political authority in the form of a government. It is not a historical
state; rather it is a device to illustrate what we can expect in a situation
where egoistic human beings interact without a common authority.
What we can expect, according to Hobbes, is a state of war where every-
one will have to fight for his or her survival—a war of everyone against
everyone.® This is a mark of individualism, which secks its own good
without giving consideration to others.

Using this insight, we can proceed to make the assumption that for the
majority of Africans, as in the West and as clearly observed by Stivers, indi-
vidualistic morality that takes no cognizance of the community is con-
ceived and understood as the only survival instinct through which wealth
can be accumulated or acquired. It is not surprising then that many people
in Africa in general, and Nigeria in particular, no matter their status or
class, try to outwit or outsmart their fellow humans to get more than they
deserve or steal money that does not belong to them. The majority of
people, including the religious ones, have the notion that the only way by
which we can judge success, progress and prosperity is by the amount of
wealth a person accumulates, and if such wealth cannot be acquired
through honest work and industry, it can be acquired through corrupt
practices. Because we undermine sound morality, a structural imbalance
exists. Returning to our political situation in Nigeria, the story of the
Senate President who claimed that his wealth was more than that of the
state he governed for eight years, and who left that state in a worse situa-
tion than when he arrived, leaves much to be desired. A person who put
his worth as at September 2003 at over N4 billion (which is $22 million,
£12 million or 2.6 million euros) in cash, movable and landed assets could
not be said to be a lover of the people he governed, as he left thousands of
the less-privileged people languishing in abject poverty.?® He and a host of
people in his category could be said to be ethically insensitive. Wealthy
individuals who amass wealth for self-gratification and personal aggran-
dizement are egotistical and are unconcerned about people’s welfare in
general. There is nothing bad in people making money and increasing
their wealth through legitimate means, but they need to show compassion
to the less privileged in society.

The other area of concern, in Africa generally and in Nigeria in particu-
lar, has already been mentioned. It is the unfortunate introduction of the
concept of neoliberal economic policies, including structural adjustments
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and the post-socialist market transitions demanded by the World Bank, as
this continues to contribute to the widening gap between the haves and
the have nots: a few rich are getting richer and the majority poor are get-
ting poorer. The problem the modern world is facing is the lack of a capac-
ity for mutual respect for others. Regaining this is only possible through a
concerted effort to return to the communitarian ideal. In what follows I
propose how this could occur.

A RETURN TO THE AFRICAN ETHIC OF COMMUNITARIANISM

There is a need for African nations generally and Nigeria in particular to
return to the compassionate and communitarian ideal. I believe that a
truly compassionate individual is avidly oriented towards helping oth-
ers. Such an individual is available for others and is willing to sacrifice
self for the good of the wider community. It is clear that our political
leaders have a lot to learn about a life of compassion: the capitalist econ-
omy is highly competitive and individualistic. The Buddha’s crucial
insight was that to live morally was to live for others; it is not enough
simply to enjoy a religious experience. After enlightenment, he said, a
person must return to the marketplace and there practice compassion to
all, doing anything he or she can to alleviate the misery of other peo-
ple.?¢ Karen Armstrong puts it this way: “The clan would survive only if
members subordinated their personal desires to the requirements of the
group and were ready to lay down their lives for the sake of the whole
community. It was necessary for humans to become a positive presence
in the minds of others, even when they were absent.”?”

In political life, Confucius explained, if we seek to establish ourselves,
we should seek also to establish others; if we wish status and success for
ourselves, we should make sure that others have it too; if we wish to turn
our merits to account, we should make sure that others have the same
opportunity.*® Coming home to Africa, according to the Ubuntu principle
human beings are inextricably connected to one another in concrete,
rather than abstract, ways, such that the humanity of one is defined by the
humanity of the other and by membership of a community. According to
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, “A person with Ubuntu is open and available
to others, affirming of others, does not feel threatened that others are able
and good, for he or she has a proper self-assurance that comes from know-
ing that he or she belongs in a greater whole and is diminished when oth-
ers arc humiliated or diminished, when others are tortured or oppressed.”?
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There is a need for African leaders generally and Nigerian leaders in
particular to revise their current economic and social policies, which con-
tinue to have inimical effects on the majority of the people. This is possible
if they adopt the principle of the welfare state.*® According to Encyclopedia
Britannica online, this is a concept of government in which the state or a
well-established network of social institutions plays a key role in the pro-
tection and promotion of the economic and social well-being of citizens.
It is based on the principles of the equality of opportunity, equitable dis-
tribution of wealth and public responsibility for those who are unable to
avail themselves of the minimal provisions for a good life.*! Government
policies and programs that work against poverty and provide social insur-
ance, affordable housing, and education and health welfare schemes could
be said to be welfarist in outlook. African nations should rescue their cit-
ies, which have fallen into the hands of totalitarian bureaucrats and the
corporate elite, who are dictating the pace of the economy and making
policies for the government, especially if they alone are favored. The result
is the continued alienation and marginalization of the common people
through harsh public policies that have constantly served to oppress them.
African nations should be aware that the political, economic and social
problems that are facing the advanced countries are getting increasingly
severe. Blindly copying their policies, which have directly led to this situa-
tion, in the name of globalization, will lead to the further collapse and
fragmentation of the communitarian ideal that ancient Africans stood for.

There is a need for Nigeria as a nation to return to mediating structures,
such as family, clan, religious organizations and village, where systems of
meaning are taught to and imbibed—without romanticizing the ugly prac-
tices of the past, such as genital mutilation, suppression of women and
child labor. The modern experiences of alienation, rootlessness, loss of
strong bonds and common values, hedonism and disenchantment with the
world must be challenged and discouraged. Aafke E. Komter agrees with
Christopher Lasch, who says that the modern experience of the individual-
ized person has “resulted in a growing narcissism and an increased vulner-
ability to infractions on immediate impulse satisfaction.”*? Given this
reality, Nigerian society needs to return to the communitarian ethic of
communal feeling and social solidarity. This is based on affective ties and
shared norms and values, and is often associated with the small-scale com-
munities of traditional society.*® Solidarity has inbuilt feelings of mutual
connectedness. A lack of solidarity engenders violence, murder and poverty;
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these are conditions in which deprivation and suffering may be so unbear-
able that belief, even in one’s own humanity, may shrivel and die.**

There is a need for Nigerian society to return to communal ritual
action, which is more social and interactive. There is a need to return
from the organic solidarity that characterizes modern industrial life and
return to the mechanical solidarity that encourages collective rites. Emile
Durkheim foresaw this trend, noting that modernism was causing a mas-
sive shift in society’s bonds.*® The development of the division of labor
led to the decline of the collective consciousness. Individuals began to
deal with tasks separately, suggesting a sense of individualism. The indus-
trial revolution changed our very social makeup. This is what Durkheim
called “Organic solidarity.” In traditional rural life, the values and cul-
ture that a people share were responsible for communal living. This is
what Durkheim called “Mechnical solidarity.” When there was a mass
movement of people from rural to urban areas, the social forces that
bring us together to form a society were redefined, because people
shared in the same struggles and joys. This commonality was the basis
for community.*¢

Not all African traditional rites are evil, as modern and “rational”
minds want us to believe. We have to purposively reenact those that are
intended to cleanse individuals and the collective from impurities, espe-
cially those caused by divisiveness and ill-feelings that have accrued dur-
ing the year. Ritual is one of the principal vehicles that bind people
together in a community of shared interest and tradition, and should be
encouraged. This lessens the catastrophic effect of modern disaggre-
gated, fragmented and isolated life. Schmidt says that “the poetry of the
liturgy and the colorations of the ritual context set the heart dancing or,
conversely, make the participant feel uncomfortable and out of place.”*”
Perhaps Morris Adler is also correct when he says that “ritual renews and
fortifies our sense of linkage with a tradition and our continuity with a
community spanning centuries ... Woven into the daily texture of his //er
life, ritual is a reminder to man/woman of who he/she is, and what
his/her supreme goals and duties are.”*

For a person such as myself, who has developed an interest in gift the-
ory and practice and how it has an infinite capacity to unite people and
bring cohesiveness to a community, it is good to show that Nigeria could
become great if the culture of gift and reciprocity is imbibed. Here I am
thinking especially of the very rich and wealthy, who should give back to
their community or society what God or Nature has endowed or bestowed
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upon them. A good example is Aliko Dangote, who is lessening the harsh
economic plight of the poor masses by making most of his manufactured
goods available and accessible to them; this is highly encouraging and
commendable.* There is no doubt that some people will argue against
this, it having been observed that “Dangote is a reflection of a deeper
political and economic dysfunction in Nigeria. This foundational dysfunc-
tion makes it possible for oligarchic wealth accumulation to occur, creates
a fait accompli of indispensable, monopolistic oligarchs...”*® This observa-
tion only holds good, however, if many of the Nigerian businessmen and
women who have the same access to the Federal Government are doing
what Dangote is doing, I want to believe the economy can fare better in
Nigeria than it is now.

Many other wealthy persons could imbibe this culture and give more
than currently. There is a need to restructure the ways in which our insti-
tutions are being managed or run. Universities, hospitals, prisons and so
on all seem to have been put in place so that the most powerful in society
can continue to manipulate and humiliate the less privileged. This degrad-
ing condition was part of what Michel Foucault challenged. William
R. Lafleur remarks:

With unconventional tools and insights, Foucault tore away at the assump-
tion of a self-confident, rational modernity. His analyses of the historical
development of institutions—especially the clinic, the hospital, the prison,
and the asylum for the insane—were intended to show that, although such
institutions had been established with rhetoric about their being “modern,”
“humane,” and “enlightened,” they usually were, in fact, arenas in which
powerful persons manipulated, constrained, maimed, and sometimes even
destroyed the bodies of the powerless.!

There is no doubt that this is what is happening in Nigeria today. In virtu-
ally all of our hospitals, psychiatric clinics, prisons and university hostels
there are found patients, mentally challenged individuals, prisoners and
students living in appalling conditions.

This situation is also noticeable in America. According to Bellah:

What the relentless effort of Americans to think of human beings as autono-
mous interest maximizers who also occasionally want to feel good ignores is
a truth that most human societies, including our own not so long ago, were
quite aware of: namely, that human beings are not autonomous atoms, that
human beings exist in and through relationships and institutions or they
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don’t exist at all. It is simply absurd to expect a young person growing up
amidst violence and poverty, hopelessness and lovelessness, to “just say ‘no’”
to crack cocaine, without any role model or any institution to support such
a personal decision.>?

This ought not to be the case, and should not continue.

In thinking about social solidarity, a lot could be learned from Marcel
Mauss; his book The Gift has influenced a host of sociologists and anthro-
pologists. In Mauss’s conception of social relationships, which he calls
“total social fact,” he believes that “the gift” works to build not just wealth
and alliances but also social solidarity. Since he feels that “the gift” per-
vades all aspects of society, politics, economics, religion, law, morality and
aesthetics, it is his considered opinion that “nothing is more urgent or
more fruitful than the study of total social fact.”®® This will make “indi-
viduals within particular groups, even those with strong characteristics, to
be less sad, less serious, less miserly, and less personal.”®* But beyond this,
friendship and contracts will be enhanced; in turn this will ensure “peace”
within markets and towns.

Mauss believes that peace was guaranteed “when groups paid visits to
one another at tribal festivals and at cevemonies where clans confronted one
another and families allied themselves or began ‘initiations’ with one
another.” He even goes as far as saying that “generosity is an obligation,
because Nemesis avenges the poor and the gods for the superabundance of
happiness and wealth of certain people who should rid themselves of it. This
is the ancient morality of the gift which has become a principle of justice.”%
This seems to resonate with John Rawls’s statement that “inequalities of
wealth and authority are just only if they result in compensating benefits for
everyone and in particular for the least advantaged members of society.”%
Mauss says that especially among the groups he considers “To refuse to give
or receive is tantamount to declaring war, rejecting a bond of alliance and
commonality.”®® He was interested in the gifts that are socially necessary for
producing and reproducing social relationships, namely kinship relations
and ritual relations, the very conditions for social existence.”® What was
important to Mauss and must be important to us is the social standing cre-
ated through gift exchange. This practice will have, I hope, an infinite capac-
ity to build a just and moral society, where every member of the community
will have equal access to the basic necessities of life.

In an era of inequality, oppression, poverty and lack of opportunity,
which is widespread in Africa generally and in Nigeria in particular, there
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is a need to reevaluate how we have been doing things that have not been
working for us. There is a need to ask pertinent questions about where our
leaders are heading. I think there is an urgent task before Nigerian and
indeed African leaders at large to bridge the widening gap of inequality
between rich and poor. There is a need to reduce the rate of poverty, in
Nigeria especially. According to Vanguard News, “The World Bank 2010
World Development Report revealed that Nigeria’s per capita income
stands at $2,748, falling behind that of Ghana and Cameroun with
$10,748 and $10,758 respectively.”®® And this is in spite of its rich oil
wealth. Ironically, in this same Nigeria are found those who could provide
for the needs of millions of people who are currently wallowing in abject
poverty. In a situation where the communitarian ethic of care and concern
for others is enshrined, this inequality gap is bound to shrink.

CONCLUSION

In this chapter, I have argued that the Enlightenment or modernizing
ethic has weakened traditional societies with their communal values to the
extent that practices that were based on affection, kinship, common good
and historical attachment have rapidly lost their value. I have looked at
how industrial capitalism, oppressive regimes, lack of communal solidarity,
corruption and lack of compassion have contributed to the state of affairs
throughout Africa. In Nigeria in particular, successive leaders have had no
real clue about how to deal with the problems that bedevil the nation—
and corruption continues to change into violence, and vice versa. As has
been rightly observed, “In Nigeria as in Congo, although there is a clear
understanding that the resources extracted or the violence perpetrated in
the name of the state actually benefit private individuals and pursuits, the
right of these state agents to tax or use force is not questioned.”®! My sup-
position is that in any society where principles of group solidarity are in
place, things might work better and a communal life of care and concern
will lessen the suspicion, intrigue and violence that we continue to witness.
It has been suggested that “Communitarian insights about civil society as
the sites for moral education can help to remedy the Confucian focus on
the family as the only (or main) springboard for moral learning” and that
“Confucians can look to communitarianism (as well as contemporary
debates about deliberative democracy) for insights about values and prac-
tices that allow ordinary citizens to make meaningful contributions to the
political process, even in political contexts (such as China) without
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democratic clections to choose top leaders.”®? It is not the case that
intrigues, suspicion and violence have never been part of human society,
but they, I argue, were not as rampant as they are today.

I conclude this chapter by referring to those theorists who view solidar-
ity as a condition that makes people feel committed to each other, because
they experience mutual attraction and want to identify with others and act
loyally towards them.®® Komter quotes Mayhew, who considers four “sys-
tems of solidarity.” The first is the primary ties of affection between peo-
ple, or attraction. When a group member not only feels attracted to the
group, but also cares for the unity of the group and the group’s ends,
loyadty is involved. The next two forms of solidarity are not so much based
on direct emotional attachment to others but rather on a feeling of belong-
ing to a group, or identification. According to Mayhew, identification with
a group often surpasses attraction or loyalty. For instance, people may
identify with homosexuals, blacks or people with higher education as a
group. The fourth form of solidarity is association; this transcends estab-
lished group identities and distinctions.®* With growing individual auton-
omy and freedom, there has been a widespread individualization process,
which must be challenged and corrected. There are clear reasons to agree
with Zygmunt Bauman, who said that “the other side of individualization
seems to be the corrosion and slow disintegration of citizenship.”%
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CHAPTER 6

Same Migrants, Two Business Models:
Culture-Centered and Non-Traditional
Businesses Established by Ethiopians
and Eritreans in Washington DC

Mussa Idris

INTRODUCTION

The US capital (Washington DC and its surrounding areas) is where you
find the largest number of Ethiopians living abroad organized as a “trans-
national migrant” community.! Migrants from Eritrea, Ethiopia’s neigh-
boring country, also live in large numbers in DC. As trans-national
migrants, Ethiopians and Eritreans try to adapt to their host country;
simultaneously, they also establish social networks with other Ethiopians
and Eritreans through kinship and family ties, ethnic associations, sports
organizations (especially the football soccer federation), churches and
mosques, informal gatherings in restaurants, cafés and bars, and com-
munity centers, which assist them with employment, education, social
services and legal support.?
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The Ethiopian and Eritrean communities in DC also have visibility
through the entrepreneurial initiatives they undertake in the city. Most
visible are the culture-centered small businesses that sell ethnic food in
restaurants, cafés, grocery stores and convenience stores. These small busi-
nesses recreate the feeling of “home” for the migrants through their food
and decoration, and they share these Ethiopian and Eritrean identities
with Washingtonians and tourists as well. Less visible, but also migrant
led, are medium-sized ente