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Introduction

The aim of this work is to provide a com-
prehensive reference tool that provides
information on the main institutions,
local communities, and events in the
history of the Jewish people in Britain
since their Readmission in 1656, as well
as biographical information about a large
number of Jewish achievers and notable
figures. It is intended as a companion
volume to a parallel work, edited by Dr
Joe Hillaby, which surveys medieval
Anglo-Jewry. This present volume also
includes entries on the handful of Jews
or noteworthy persons of Jewish descent
known to have lived in England during
the period 1290-1656, when no organ-
ised Jewish community existed here.

The entries in our work are largely the
product of three contributors: Professor
William D. Rubinstein as General
Editor, and Dr Michael A. Jolles and Dr
Hilary L. Rubinstein as associate edi-
tors. Some contributions were made
by Dr John Cooper, Stephen W. Massil,
Rabbi Jonathan A. Romain, and Edgar
R. Samuel. This project has been sup-
ported by the Jewish Historical Society
of England, the eminent historical body
founded in 1893, to whom the editors
are deeply grateful. We also appreciate
the support of Michael Strang, our edi-
tor at Palgrave Macmillan.

This work is far more comprehensive
than any similar publication known to
us, and is intended to be the first refer-
encework consulted by anyoneinterested
in an Anglo-Jewish subject. As lengthy
as it is, it can plainly not be truly com-
prehensive. Especially regarding living
persons and current Jewish institutions,
it is doubtless guilty of omitting many
worthy of inclusion. A work such as this
is necessarily finite in content, while the
range of significant persons and institu-
tions is certainly far larger. Space has
been a constraining factor throughout.

If such a work contains entries on 1000
subjects, there is certain to be a 1001st
most significant; if it contains entries on
2000 subjects, there is similarly a 2001st
most important. Should a second edition
of this work ever appear, any regrettable
omissions will be made good, as well
as corrections made to any inaccurate
assertions.

It will naturally be asked ‘Who is a
Jew?’ for the purposes of inclusion in
this work. There is no easy answer to this
question, and we have, within reason,
defined as Jewish for the purposes of
inclusion anyone who was or is regarded
as Jewish or regarded themselves as
Jewish. We have also included notable
figures with one Jewish parent, again we
hope in a reasonable way. There are, of
course, many questionable or ambiguous
cases, for example among notable indi-
viduals practising a religion other than
Judaism (such as Benjamin Disraeli and
Bishop Hugh Montefiore), or who were
atheists connected with the Jewish com-
munity only loosely or not at all (such
as Karl Marx), or who concealed their
Jewish background (such as Leopold
Amery). In such cases as these, we have
tried to err on the side of inclusion rather
than exclusion. It is inconceivable, for
example, that a work such as this could
omit Benjamin Disraeli, despite the fact
that from the age of 12 he was a member
of the Church of England. We should also
note that the compilers of this work do
not constitute a Beth Din, and can make
no ex cathedra rulings on anyone’s status
according to Halakhah, but try only to
be governed by common sense. Omitted
are people sometimes presumed to have
been Jewish, even by Jewish sources,
but whose reputed Jewishness is either
erroneous or completely unsupported
by available evidence: these include
from the nineteenth century Salvation
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Army founder William Booth, impres-
ario and dramatist Sir Augustus Glossop
Harris, and actor Lewis Waller and from
the twentieth theatrical producer Lilian
Baylis and MPs Thomas Myers and Sir
Henry Norman. We have, for the histor-
ical record, included some halakhically
Jewish Christians from the past, such
as Sir Henry Newbolt, whose colourful
Jewish forebear also appears in these
pages. But we have excluded the present-
day celebrities Marianne Faithfull and
Katie Price, who both happen to have
had a Jewish maternal grandmother.
Several notable converts to Judaism,
such as Lord George Gordon, have been
incorporated, as well as a few promin-
ent philosemites, such as the Rev. James
Parkes. The symbol M before an entry
indicates, at a glance, a non-Jew. Please
note that * indicates a cross-reference,
and that Frankfurt is Frankfurt-am-Main
unless otherwise specified. Individuals
bearing surnames with foreign prefixes
such as De or Van have been entered
with the suffix first, except in the case of
non-Britons and of the de Rothschilds,
since we found it expedient to have all
the Rothschild entries together. We have
usually entered peers under their sur-
names rather than their titles; however,
Ellen Odette Cuffe (née Bischoffsheim),
Countess of Desart, appears under
Desart, for it was by her title that she was
known to the public.

Automatically included in this work
(up to mid-2010) are all Jewish MPs, life
peers, hereditary peers when first cre-
ated, baronets, and knights, all Jewish
Fellows of the Royal Society (except
those having foreign membership), and
a range of other categories of Jewish
achievers. While it has been easy among
these categories to decide whom to
include, it is of course those whose inclu-
sion is a subjective rather than objective
matter which presents the most diffi-
culties. There is also a basic dichotomy
between those who were notable for
their achievements within the Jewish
community, and those notable for their

achievements in the wider world. We
have also tried to provide biographical
information that goes beyond existing
sources where this is inadequate. To take
one example, the date of death of George
Ernest Spero, an early Jewish Labour
MP, has hitherto been unknown, but we
have ascertained that he died in 1976 in
Belgrade, Yugoslavia. There are probably
dozens of other cases about which this
work provides such missing data.

No one who even casually dips into
this work can fail to be impressed by
the extraordinary - indeed, singular
and often almost unbelievable — range
of achievement shown by those with
entries here, in virtually every imagin-
able field. For a community that never at
any time numbered more than (at most)
about 400,000, whose members often
arrived here penniless and unable to
speak a word of English, and who faced
whatever antisemitism there was in
British society, this is a truly remarkable
record, evidence alike of Jewish ability
and of at least the relative openness of
British society. In particular, the chil-
dren and grandchildren of those who
arrived from Eastern Europe between
1880 and 1914, and, especially, of the
seemingly innumerable high achiev-
ers who came as refugees from Nazi
Germany in the 1930s, are so numerous
in this work as to be astonishing. They
were often crucially helped by a range
of Anglo-Jewish institutions, although
they had their way to make. This work
also charts the broad trends in Anglo-
Jewish life, for example in the polit-
ical sphere the movement of the com-
munity (with many exceptions) from
Liberalism to Labour to Conservatism,
and the breakdown of the Anglo-Jewish
religious consensus. We hope that the
range and impressive nature of the
careers of the individuals included here
will provide not merely information but
also inspiration.

WiLLiaM D. RUBINSTEIN
wdr@aber.ac.uk



AA
AAA
AC

AERE
AFRAeS

AGM
AINA

AJA
AJEX

AJHS

aka
ANU

AO
ARA
ARCM

ARE
ARGS
ARIBA

ARP
AUT

BAFTA

BBC

Abbreviations Used in

the Text

Automobile Association

Amateur Athletic Association

Companion, Order of
Australia

Atomic Energy Research
Establishment

Associate Fellow, Royal
Aeronautical Society

Annual General Meeting

Associate, Institute of Naval
Architecture

Anglo-Jewish Association

Association of Jewish
Ex-Servicemen and Women

Australian Jewish Historical
Society

also known as

Australian National
University

Officer, Order of Australia
Associate, Royal Academy

Associate, Royal College of
Music

Associate, Royal Society of

Painter-Etchers and Engravers

Associate, Royal
Geographical Society

Associate, Royal Institute of
British Architects

Air Raid Precautions

Association of University
Teachers

British Association of Film
and Television Arts

British Broadcasting
Corporation

BCL

BCom,
BComm

BD
BEF
BHL
BLit
BLitt
BOAC

Bt

BM

BMA
BMJ
BPhil
BSC
BSE

BUF
BUPA

C
Cantab

CB
CBE
CBI
cqJ

CCNY

Bachelor of Civil Law

Bachelor of Commerce
Bachelor of Divinity
British Expeditionary Force
Bachelor of Hebrew Letters
Bachelor of Literature
Bachelor of Letters

British Overseas Airways
Corporation

baronet

Bachelor of Medicine;
Bachelor of Music; British
Museum

British Medical Association
British Medical Journal
Bachelor of Philosophy
British Steel Corporation

Bovine Spongiform
Encephalopathy

British Union of Fascists

British United Provident
Association

circa
[of] Cambridge
(cantabriensis)

Companion, Order of the
Bath

Commander, Order of the
British Empire
Confederation of British
Industries

Council of Christians and
Jews

City College of New York
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CCPR

CEMA

CEng
CERN

CH
ChB
CIE

CMG
CND
CSI
CVO
DBE

DCL
DCM
DD
DDT

DFC
DHL
DHSS

DipEd
DL
DLit,
DLitt

DMus
DNA
DNB

DPM

DPhil
DSC
DSO
DTM
EC

Central Council for Physical
Recreation

Council for the
Encouragement of Music and
the Arts

Chartered Engineer

Centre Européene pour la
Recherche Nucléaire

Companion of Honour
Bachelor of Surgery

Companion, Order of the
Indian Empire

Companion, Order of
St Michael and St George

Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament

Companion, Order of the Star
of India

Commander, Royal Victorian
Order

Dame Commander, Order of
the British Empire

Doctor of Civil Law
Distinguished Conduct Medal
Doctor of Divinity

Dichlorodiphenyl
trichloroethane

Distinguished Flying Cross
Doctor of Hebrew Letters

Department of Health and
Social Services

Diploma in Education
Deputy Lieutenant

Doctor of Letters (DLit is the
University of London style.)

Doctor of Music
Deoxyribonucleic Acid
Dictionary of National Biography
(not to be confused with the
ODNB)

Diploma in Psychological
Medicine

Doctor of Philosophy
Distinguished Service Cross
Distinguished Service Order
Diploma in Tropical Medicine
European Community

ECT
EEC

EFTA
ENSA

FBA
FBIM

FBPsS
FCIArb
FCO
FCPath

FCS
FEng

FFCM
FFPHM

FGS
FIA

FIC

FICE
FIChemE
FIEE

FIL

FIMA

FIMarE
FIMechE
FIS

FInstP
FInstPet

Electro-Convulsive Therapy

European Economic
Community

European Free Trade
Association

Entertainments National
Service Association

Fellow, British Academy

Fellow, British Institute of
Management

Fellow, British
Psychological Society

Fellow, Chartered Institute
of Arbitrators

Foreign and
Commonwealth Office

Fellow, College of
Pathologists

Fellow, Chemical Society
Fellow, Royal Academy of
Engineering

Fellow, Faculty of
Community Medicine

Fellow, Faculty of Public
Health Medicine

Fellow, Geological Society

Fellow, Institute of
Actuaries

Fellow, Institute of
Chemistry

Fellow, Institution of Civil
Engineers

Fellow, Institution of
Chemical Engineers
Fellow, Institution of
Electrical Engineers
Fellow, Institute of
Linguists

Fellow, Institute of
Mathematics and its
Applications

Fellow, Institute of Marine
Engineers

Fellow, Institution of
Mechanical Engineers

Fellow, Institute of
Statisticians

Fellow, Institute of Physics

Fellow, Institute of
Petroleum



I

FLA
FMedSci

FPhS
FPI
FPS
FRAE
FRAI
FRAM
FRAS
FRAeS
FRBS
FRCM

FRCOG

FRCP
FRCPath
FRCPsych
FRCS
FRCSE
FRCSI
FREconS
FRGS
FRHistSoc
FRIBA

FRIC

Fellow, Institute of
Journalists

Fellow, Library Association
Fellow, Academy of
Medical Sciences

Fellow, Philosophical
Society of England

Fellow, Plastics Institute
(later FPRI)

Fellow, Pharmaceutical
Society of Great Britain
Fellow, Royal Academy of
Engineering

Fellow, Royal
Anthropological Institute
Fellow, Royal Academy of
Music

Fellow, Royal Astronomical
Society

Fellow, Royal Aeronautical
Society

Fellow, Royal Society of
British Sculptors

Fellow, Royal College of
Music

Fellow, Royal College
of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists

Fellow, Royal College of
Physicians

Fellow, Royal College of
Pathologists

Fellow, Royal College of
Psychiatrists

Fellow, Royal College of
Surgeons

Fellow, Royal College of
Surgeons of Edinburgh

Fellow, Royal College of
Surgeons in Ireland

Fellow, Royal Economic
Society

Fellow, Royal Geographical
Society

Fellow, Royal Historical
Society

Fellow, Royal Institute of
British Architects

Fellow, Royal Institute of
Chemistry

FRCP
FRCPath
FRCPsych
FRCS
FRHS
FRICS
FRP

FRTS

FRS
FRSA

FRSC
FRSE
FRSL
FSA
FSS
FTCL

FZS
GATT

GBE

GC
GCHQ

GCB

GCIE

GCMG

GCSE

Abbreviations Used in the Text  xi

Fellow, Royal College of
Physicians

Fellow, Royal College of
Pathologists

Fellow, Royal College of
Psychiatrists

Fellow, Royal College of
Surgeons

Fellow, Royal Horticultural
Society

Fellow, Royal Institution of
Chartered Surveyors
Fellow, Royal Society of
Portrait Painters

Fellow, Royal Television
Society

Fellow, Royal Society
Fellow, Royal Society of
Arts

Fellow, Royal Society of
Chemistry

Fellow, Royal Society of
Edinburgh

Fellow, Royal Society of
Literature

Fellow, Society of
Antiquaries

Fellow, Royal Statistical
Society

Fellow, Trinity College of
Music, London

Fellow, Zoological Society
General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade

Knight Grand Cross, Order
of the British Empire
George Cross

Government
Communications
Headquarters

Knight Grand Cross, Order
of the Bath

Knight Grand Commander,
Order of the Indian
Empire

Knight (or Dame) Grand

Cross, Order of St Michael
and St George

General Certificate of
Secondary Education
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GCVO

GEC
GLC
GM

GPO
HIV

HMT
HMV
HUC

HUJ
IAEA

ICI
IDF
IJA
ILEA

ILO

ILP
IRA
ISCM

TIoD
ITMA

ITN
ITO
JjC

JCA

JES
JHSET

JHSE

JIA
JIS
JLB
JLGB
JNF

P

Knight (or Dame) Grand
Cross, Royal Victorian Order

General Electric Company
Greater London Council
General Motors; George Medal
General Post Office

Human Immunodeficiency
Virus

His Majesty’s Troopship
His Master’s Voice

Hebrew Union College,
Cincinnati

Hebrew University of
Jerusalem

International Atomic Energy
Agency

Imperial Chemical Industries
Israel Defense Forces
Institute of Jewish Affairs

Inner London Education
Authority

International Labour
Organisation

Independent Labour Party
Irish Republican Army

International Society for
Contemporary Music

Institute of Directors

It’s That Man Again (a popular
wartime radio comedy series)

Independent Television News
Jewish Territorial Organisation
Jewish Chronicle

Jewish Colonisation
Association

Jews’ Free School

Transactions of the Jewish
Historical Society of England

Jewish Historical Society of
England

Joint Israel Appeal

Jews’ Infant School

Jewish Lads’ Brigade

Jewish Lads’ and Girls’ Brigade

Jewish National Fund (Keren
Kayemet leYisrael)

Justice of the Peace

JPSA
JPS[A]

JRU
JTA
Jur D
KBE

KC
KCB

KCIE

KCL
KCMG

KCS
KCSI

KCVO

KRRC
KSLI

KT
LAMDA

LCC
LCM
LCP

LD
Lit. Hum.
LJS

LLB

LLD
LLM
LPO

LRAM
LRCP

LSA

Jewish Publication Society
of America

Jewish Publication Society
of America

Jewish Religious Union
Jewish Telegraphic Agency
Doctor of Jurisprudence

Knight Commander, Order
of the British Empire

King’s Counsel

Knight Commander of the
Bath

Knight Commander, Order
of the Indian Empire

King’s College, London

Knight Commander, Order
of St Michael and St George

King's College School

Knight Commander, Order
of the Star of India

Knight Commander, Royal
Victorian Order

King's Royal Rifle Corps
King’s Shropshire Light
Infantry

Knight, Order of the Thistle

London Academy of Music
and Dramatic Art

London County Council
London College of Music
Licentiate, College of
Physicians

Liberal and Democratic
Literae Humaniores

Liberal Jewish Synagogue,
St John’s Wood, London

Bachelor of Laws
Doctor of Laws
Master of Laws

London Philharmonic
Orchestra

Licentiate, Royal Academy
of Music

Licentiate, Royal College of
Physicians
Licentiate, Society of

Apothecaries (once a
qualifying medical degree)



LSE

LSO

LVO

MA
MB
MBA

MBBS

MBE

MC
MCC
MCom
MD
MEP

MGM
MIChemE

MIEE.

MIM&M

MIT

MK
MLA

MLitt
MP
MPhil
MR
MRC
MRCP

MRCS

MRSA

MSAE

MVO

London School of
Economics

London Symphony
Orchestra

Lieutenant, Royal
Victorian Order

Master of Arts
Bachelor of Medicine

Master of Business
Administration

Bachelor of Medicine/
Bachelor of Surgery

Member, Order of the
British Empire

Military Cross
Marylebone Cricket Club
Master of Commerce
Doctor of Medicine

Member of the European
Parliament

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer

Member, Institution of
Chemical Engineers

Member, Institution of
Electrical Engineers

Member, Institution of
Mining and Metallurgy

Massachusetts Institute of
Technology

Member of the Knesset

Member of Legislative
Assembly

Master of Letters

Member of Parliament
Master of Philosophy
Master of the Rolls
Medical Research Council
Member, Royal College of
Physicians

Member, Royal College of
Surgeons

Methicillin-Resistant
Staphylococcus Aureus

Member, Society of
Automotive Engineers
(USA)

Member, Royal Victorian
Order

NAAFI
NASA
NATO

NCO
NEDC

NHS
NIMA
NIMR

NSO
NSPCC

NUM
NYU
OBE

OCTU
ODNB

OECD

OM

ORT

OSCE

OSE

ouP
Oxon

PhD
PHLS

PLO
POW

PPE

QcC

Abbreviations Used in the Text  xiii

Navy, Army, and Air Force
Institutes

National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (USA)

North Atlantic Treaty
Organization

Non-Commissioned Officer

National Economic
Development Council

National Health Service

National Institute for Medical
Research

National Symphony Orchestra

National Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to
Children

National Union of Miners
New York University
Officer, Order of the British
Empire

Officer, Cadet Training Unit
Oxford Dictionary of National
Biography

Organisation for Economic

Cooperation and
Development

Order of Merit

Organisation for
Rehabilitation and Training

Organisation for Security and
Cooperation in Europe

British OSE Society (OSE =
Society for the Protection of
the Health of the Jews)

Oxford University Press
[of] Oxford (oxoniensis)

Privy Councillor (also written
Privy Counsellor)

Doctor of Philosophy

Public Health Laboratory
Service

Palestine Liberation
Organization

Prisoner of War

Philosophy, Politics, and
Economics (Oxford degree
‘Modern Greats’)

Queen’s Counsel
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RA

RAAF
RAC
RADA

RAE

RAEC

RAF
RAFVR

RAM
RAMC
RAOC
RASC

RBA
RCGP

RCM
RCP
RDC
RFC
RIBA

RITA

RMA

RMC

RNA
RNC
RNCM

RNR
RNSS
RNVR
RPO
RSA
RSBA

Royal Academy/Royal
Academician

Royal Australian Air Force
Royal Automobile Club

Royal Academy of Dramatic
Art

Royal Aircraft Establishment
(now British Aerospace)

Royal Army Educational
Corps

Royal Air Force

Royal Air Force Volunteer
Reserve

Royal Academy of Music
Royal Army Medical Corps
Royal Army Ordnance Corps

Royal Army Service Corps
(now Royal Corps of
Transport)

Royal Society of British Artists

Royal College of General
Practitioners

Royal College of Music

Royal College of Physicians
Royal Defence Corps

Royal Flying Corps (now RAF)

Royal Institute of British
Architects

Royal Institute of
International Affairs
(Chatham House)

Royal Military Academy (at
Woolwich until 1947, when
it merged with the Royal
Military College, Sandhurst,
to form the RMA there)

Royal Military College,
Sandhurst

Ribonucleic acid
Royal Naval College

Royal Northern College of
Music

Royal Naval Reserve

Royal Naval Scientific Service
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra
Royal Society of Arts

Royal Society of British Artists

RSE
RSGB

RSM
RSPCA

RVO
ScD
SDP
sit-com
SOAS
SOE
SPSL
SSRC

TA
TB
TD

TUC
UA1l

UCH

UCL
UCLA

ucCs
UEFA

UJIA
UKAEA

ULPS

UMIST

UNESCO

UNCTAD

Royal Society of Edinburgh

Reform Synagogues of
Great Britain

Royal Society of Medicine

Royal Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals

Royal Victorian Order
Doctor of Science
Social Democratic Party
situation comedy

School of Oriental and
African Studies, University
of London

Special Operations
Executive

Society for the Protection
of Science and Learning

Social Science Research
Council (now ESRC)

Territorial Army
tuberculosis

Territorial Efficiency
Decoration

Trades Union Congress
Underground Area 1
detector at CERN
University College Hospital
(London)

University College, London
University of California,
Los Angeles

University College School
(London)

Union of European
Football Associations
United Jewish Israel Appeal
United Kingdom Atomic
Energy Authority

Union of Liberal and
Progressive Synagogues
University of Manchester
Institute of Science and
Technology

United Nations
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation

United Nations
Commission for Trade and
Development



UNICEF

UNRRA

V&A

VAT
VC
WAAF

WEA

WHO

United Nation Children’s
Fund

United Nations Relief
and Rehabilitation
Administration

Victoria and Albert
Museum

Value Added Tax
Victoria Cross

Women'’s Auxiliary Air Force
(later WRAF)

Workers’ Educational
Association

World Health Organisation

WIZO

e
WIS
WRAC
WRNS
WUPJ

WVS
WZO
YIVO

ZF

Abbreviations Used in the Text  xv

Women'’s International
Zionist Organisation

World Jewish Congress
author to provide

Women'’s Royal Army Corps
Women'’s Royal Naval Service

World Union for Progressive
Judaism

Women'’s Voluntary Service
World Zionist Organisation

Jewish Scientific Institute
(Yidisher Visnshaftlekher
Institut)

Zionist Federation



Abbreviations Used in
the Source Notes

ADB = Australian Dictionary of Biography

Alderman, British Politics = Geoffrey
Alderman, The Jewish Community in
British Politics (1983)

Alderman, Federation =  Geoffrey
Alderman, The Federation of Synagogues
1887-1987 (1987)

Alderman, London Jewry = Geoffrey
Alderman, London Jewry and London
politics, 1889-1986 (1989)

Alderman, MBJ = Geoffrey Alderman,
Modern British Jewry (1992)

Alumni Cantab. = J. A. Venn, Alumni
Cantabriensis to 1900 (1940)

Baum = Jeffrey Baum and Barbara Baum,
Light unto my Path (1981)

Ben Uri Story = The Ben Uri Arts Society,
The Ben Uri Story from Art Society to
Museum (2001)

Bermant, Cousinhood = Chaim Bermant,
The Cousinhood: The Anglo-Jewish
Gentry (1971)

Berger = Doreen Berger, ed., The Jewish
Victorian... 1861-1870 (2004) & idem.,
The Jewish Victorian: Genealogical
Information from the Jewish Newspapers
1871-1880 (1999)

Biog. Mem. FRS = Biographical Memoirs of
the Fellows of the Royal Society (vol. 1,
1955-)

Black, JFS = Gerry Black, JFS: the history
of the Jews’ Free School, London, since
1732 (1998)

BLG = Burke’s Landed Gentry

Boase = Frederic Boase, Modern English
Biography (6 vols, 1892-1921)

Bull. London Math. Soc. = Bulletin of the
London Mathematical Society

Cardozo & Goodman, Think and Thank =
D. A. ]J. Cardozo and Paul Goodman,
Think and Thank: The Montefiore
Synagogue and College, Ramsgate 1833—
1933 (1933)

Cesarani, JC = David Cesarani, The
Jewish Chronicle and Anglo-Jewry, 1841-
1991 (1994)

Chilton, WWBJ = John Chilton, Who’s
Who of British Jazz (2004)

Cohen, EZBJ = Stuart A. Cohen, English
Zionists and British Jews: the commu-
nal politics of Anglo-Jewry, 1895-1920
(1982)

Cooper, Pride versus Prejudice = John
Cooper, Pride versus Prejudice: Jewish
Doctors and Lawyers in England, 1890-
1990 (2003)

DBB = Dictionary of Business Biography

DNB = Dictionary of National Biography

DNZB = Dictionary of New Zealand
Biography

Dod = Dod’s Parliamentary Companion

DT = Daily Telegraph

Duschinsky, Rabbinate = Charles
Duschinsky, The Rabbinate of the Great

Synagogue, London, from 1756-1842
(1921; repr.1971)

EJ = Encyclopaedia Judaica (1972, 2004)

Emden = P. H. Emden, Jews of Britain: a
series of biographies (1944)

Endelman, Georgian England = Todd

Endelman, Jews in Georgian England
1714-1830 (1979)

Ferguson, World’s Banker = Niall
Ferguson, The World’s Banker (1998)
Finestein, Anglo-Jewry = Israel Finestein,
Anglo-Jewry in Changing Times (1999)



Finestein, Scenes and Personalities = Israel
Finestein, Scenes and Personalities in
Anglo-Jewry 1800-2000 (2002)

Fishman, East End Jewish Radicals =
William Fishman, East End Jewish
Radicals 1875-1914 (1975; repr. 2004)

Frankel & Miller, Gown & Tallith =
William Frankel & Harvey Miller, eds.,
Gown & Tallith: In Commemoration of
the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Founding
of the Cambridge University Jewish
Society (1989)

Franklin, Records = A. E. Franklin, Records
of the Franklin Family (1935)

Galchinsky = Michael Galchinsky, The
Origin of the Modern Jewish Woman
Writer: Romance and Reform in Victorian
England (1996)

Gartner, Jewish Immigrant = Lloyd P.
Gartner, The Jewish Immigrant in
England (1960)

GM = Gentleman’s Magazine

Gidney, LSPC] = W.T. Gidney, The History
of the London Society for Promoting
Christianity amongst the Jews, from
1809-1908 (1908)

Goldberg Manchester Congregation =
P. Selvin Goldberg, The Manchester
Congregation of British Jews 1857-1957
(1957)

Goodman, Zionism = Paul Goodman,
Zionism in England 1899-1949 (1949)

Griffiths, Dennis = Griffiths, ed.,
Encyclopedia of the British Press, 1422—
1992 (1992)

Grove = Sir George Grove, A Dictionary of
Music and Musicians (new ed., 2001)

Holmes, Conductor = John L. Holmes
Conductors on Record (1982)

Homa, Fortress = Bernard Homa, A fort-
ress in Anglo-Jewry (1953)

Hooper & Whyld = David Hooper and
Ken Whyld, The Oxford Companion to
Chess (1996)

Hyamson, A-]J Notabilities = Albert M.
Hyamson, Anglo-Jewish Notabilities
(1949)

Hyamson, ‘Anglo-Jewish Family’ =
Albert M. Hyamson, ‘An Anglo-Jewish
family’, JHSET, 17 (1951-2), 1-10

Hyamson, Jews’ College = Albert M.
Hyamson, Jews” College London 1855-
1955 (1955)
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Hyamson, Sephardim = Albert M.
Hyamson, The Sephardim of England
(1954)

HYB = Herzl Year Book

Hyman, Ireland = L. Hyman, Jews of
Ireland (1971)

IBDCEE = International Biographical
Dictionary of Central European Emigrés
1933-1945 (3 vols, 1983)

Int. J. Dev. Biol. = International Journal of
Developmental Biology

Jackson, Sassoons = Stanley Jackson, The
Sassoons (1968)

JC = Jewish Chronicle

JCR-UK = Jewish Communities and
Records - United Kingdom (online)

J. Chem. Educ = Journal of Chemical
Education

J. Chem. Soc = Journal of the Chemical
Society

JE = Jewish Encyclopaedia (1901-6)

JHSET = Transactions of the Jewish
Historical Society of England (recent
issues prefixed Jewish Historical
Studies)

Jolles = Michael Jolles, A Directory of
Distinguished British Jews, 1830-
1930 (2001)

Jolles, Isaac = Michael Jolles, Samuel
Isaac, Saul Isaac and Nathaniel Isaacs
(1998)

JRAS = Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society

JTA = Jewish Telegraphic Agency

JYB = Jewish Year Book

Kadish, Bolsheviks = Sharman Kadish,
Bolsheviks and British Jews (1992)

Kadish, Jewish Heritage = Sharman
Kadish, Jewish Heritage in England; an
architectural guide (2006)

Katz, JHE = David Katz, The Jews in the
History of England (1994)

Keogh = Dermot Keogh, Jews in Twentieth
Century Ireland (1998)

Kersten, 150 Years = Anne Kersten, ed.,
150 Years of Progressive Judaism in
Britain 1840-1990 (1990)

Lawson, Anglo-Jewish Poetry = P. Lawson,
Anglo-Jewish Poetry from Isaac Rosenberg
to Elaine Feinstein (2006)

Lewis, Oxford = David M. Lewis, The Jews
of Oxford (1992)
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Lipman Jews in Britain = V. D. Lipman, A
History of the Jews in Britain since 1858
(1990)

Lipman Social History = V. D. Lipman,
Social History of the Jews in England,
1850-1950 (1954)

Lipman, Three Centuries = Vivian D.
Lipman (ed.), Three Centuries of Anglo-
Jewish History (1961)

McFarlane = B. McFarlane, An
Encyclopedia of British Film (2nd ed.,
2003)

Mazower = David Mazower,
Theatre in London (1987)

Munk’s Roll = Munk’s Roll: Lives of the
Fellows of the Royal College of Physicians
of London, continued to 1965 (1968)

N & Q = Notes & Queries
ns = new series

Newman, Board of Deputies = Aubrey
Newman, The Board of Deputies of
British Jews, 1760-1985 (1987)

Newman, Provincial Jewry = Aubrey
Newman, ed., Provincial Jewry in
Britain: Papers for a conference at
University College, London (1975)

Newman, United Synagogue = Aubrey
Newman, The United Synagogue 1870-
1970 (1977)

NDSB = New Dictionary of Scientific
Biography (2008)

Olsover = Lewis Olsover, The Jewish
Communities of North-East England,
1755-1980 (1980)

ODN = Oxford Dictionary of National
Biography

Pfeffer, From One End of the Earth to
the Other’ = Jeremy 1. Pfeffer, ‘From
One End of the Earth to the Other”
The London Bet Din, 1805-55, and the
Jewish Convicts Transported to Australia
(2008)

Picciotto = James Picciotto, Sketches of
Anglo-Jewish History (1875)

Pollins, Economic History = Harold
Pollins, Economic History of the Jews in
England (1982)

Rabinowicz, A World Apart = Harry
Rabinowicz, A World Apart: The Story
of the Chasidim in Britain (1997)

Roth, GS = Cecil Roth, The Great
Synagogue London 1690-1940 (1950)

Yiddish

Roth, HJE = Cecil Roth, A History of the
Jews in England (1964)

Roth, RPJ] = Cecil Roth, The Rise of
Provincial Jewry (1950)

Rubinstein, JGB =William D. Rubinstein,
Jews in the English-Speaking World:
Great Britain (1996)

Rubinstein, Life Peers = William D.
Rubinstein, The Biographical Dictionary
of Life Peers (1991)

Rubinstein, Philosemitism = William D.
Rubinstein & Hilary L. Rubinstein,
Philosemitism: Admiration and Support
in the English-speaking world for Jews,
1840-1939 (1999)

Salaman, Jews = Charles Kensington
Salaman, Jews As They Are (1882)

Salbstein, Emancipation = M. C. N.
Salbstein, The Emancipation of the Jews
in Britain (1977)

Samuel, At the End of the Earth = Edgar
Samuel, At the End of the Earth: Essays
on the history of the Jews in England and
Portugal (2004)

Samuel, Bristol = Judith Samuel, Jews in
Bristol (1997)

Shaftesley, Remember the Days = ]. M.
Shaftesley, ed., Remember the Days:
essays on Anglo-Jewish history, 1841-
1991 (1994)

Snowman, Hitler Emigrés = Daniel
Snowman, The Hitler Emigrés (2002)
Stenton = Michael Stenton, ed., Who’s

Who of British Members of Parliament
(4 vols, 1976-81)
TLS = Times Literary Supplement

UJE = Universal Jewish Encyclopaedia
(1939-43)

VJ = Voice of Jacob
WA = Whitaker’s Almanac

Wheatcroft, Randlords = Geoffrey
Wheatcroft The Randlords (1987)

WW = Who’s Who
WWisrael = Who’s Who in Israel
WWW = Who Was Who

WWW] 1965 = Who’s Who in World
Jewry (1965)

Williams, Manchester = Bill Williams,
The Making of Manchester Jewry 1740—
1875 (1976)
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Agudat Israel (Union of Israel; also
transliterated Agudas Yisroel, Agudath
Yisrael) = a Strictly Orthodox political
movement founded in the early twen-
tieth century, and spreading to the
land of Israel.

Agunot = women unable to remarry
because their husbands cannot be
proven dead or they refuse to grant
them a divorce (singular: agunah).

Aliyah = ‘to ascend’ and denotes both
being called [up] to the Torah and
to emigrate [up] to Israel (in the
phrase ‘make aliyah’); see also Second
Aliyah.

Almemar = elevated platform in the
synagogue bearing the reading desk
(also bimah).

Archa = a chest containing records of
transactions between medieval Jews
and clients.

Av Beth Din = the senior judge, and
therefore head, of the Beth Din.

Baal Koreh = the person, usually the
chazan but sometimes a lay official,
who reads from the Sefer Torah (Torah
Scroll) during the synagogue service.

Baal Shem = ‘master of the name’, i.e. of
the Divinity.

Baal Tefillah = the person who reads the
liturgy during synagogue services.

Baal Tekiah = the person who blows the
shofar at services on Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur.

Bar Mitzvah = the attainment of the
age of 13 by a Jewish male, conferring
on him religious adulthood, which
entails membership in the minyan
and the obligation to keep Judaism’s
commandments.

Bet (or Beth) Hamedrash = House of
Study, usually also used for prayer.
Beth Din = a Jewish communal reli-

gious law court.

Bimah see Almemar

Brit Ivrit Olamit =
Union.

Brit Milah = the ritual circumcision of
a Jewish boy eight days after birth.

Chalutzim = pioneers (in Eretz Israel).
Charedi Jews = Strictly Orthodox Jews.

Chasidic = pertaining to the Chasidic
movement, founded in Russia by
the Baal Shem Tov ((‘Master of the
Good Name’), Israel ben Eliezer of
Medzhiboz (c1700-1760).

Chazan = cantor, especially a cantor
who holds a specific synagogal or
communal appointment or function.
Plural: chazanim.

Chazanut (sometimes transliterated as
Chazanuth) = cantorial music and
singing.

Cheder = Jewish elementary school.

Chevra = society (plural: chevrot).

Chibbat Zion = The Love of Zion emi-
gration movement that originated in
Russia during the 1880s and advo-
cated Jewish agricultural settlements
in Ottoman-ruled Palestine.

Chofetz Chaim = the famed East
European sage Rabbi Yisrael Meir
Kagan (1838-1933); (lit. ‘Desirer of
Life’).

Chovevei Zion = Lovers of Zion, adher-
ents, from various lands, of a nine-
teenth-century movement to estab-
lish Jewish agricultural settlements in
Ottoman-ruled Palestine.

Chuppah = wedding canopy.

Daven = to pray.

Dayan = Jewish religious judge (plural:
dayanim).

Eretz Israel = the Land of Israel (as dis-

tinct from Medinat Israel, ‘The State
of Israel’).

World Hebrew



xx  Glossary

Erev Shabbat = Sabbath eve, i.e. Friday
night after sundown.

Eruv = A notional enclave that allows
Orthodox Jews to circumvent the
normal prohibition on carrying or
pushing items on Shabbat.

Firman = a decree or edict issued by the
Turkish Sultan and certain other east-
ern rulers.

First Reader = the senior of two cantors
(chazanim) of a synagogue.

Frum = adjective describing individuals
strictly observant of Jewish Law.

Gabbay (Sephardi), Parnass (Ashkenazi)
= the lay leader of a congregation,
such as the President or Trustee.

Get = the divorce document in Jewish
law (sometimes encountered as Gett).

Habonim = a Socialist Zionist youth

movement, known since 1982 as
Habonim Dror (‘The Builders of
Freedom’).

Hachsharah = Zionist training farm
for intending pioneers (chalutzim) in
Eretz Israel.

Haftorah = the portion of the Prophets
read in the synagogue on Sabbaths
and festivals (plural: haftorot).

Haganah = a defensive paramilitary
organisation in the Yishuv.

Haimishe = familiar, unpretentious
(Yiddish).

Halakhah = the body of Jewish law.

Haskalah = the Jewish Enlightenment,
which began in the late eighteenth
century in consequence of the general
Enlightenment sweeping Europe.

Hattarat Hora’ah = authorisation to
make decisions based on rabbinic law.

Hesped = memorial eulogy at a funeral.

Jewish Agency = The Jewish Agency for
Palestine; (post-1948 for Israel).

Kabbalah = the mystic doctrine con-
cerning the Deity and the universe.

Kaddish = mourner’s prayer of sancti-
fication.

Karaites = a Jewish sect basing its reli-
gious observances and opinions on the
Bible rather than rabbinic tradition.

Kashrut = the Jewish dietary laws.

Kehillah = Jewish community (plural:
kehillot).

Kippah = skull cap (also yarmulke); plu-
ral kippot.

Knesset (‘assembly’) = Israel’s Parlia-
ment, consisting of 120 members.

Kol Zion laGolah = ‘The Voice of Zion
to the Diaspora’ (radio station).

Kollel = a yeshivah for married men;
(sometimes written kolel).

Kibbutznik = a member of a kibbutz
(‘gathering’), an agricultural collect-
ive in Israel.

Kosher = fit for consumption according
to the Jewish dietary laws.

Litvak = Lithuanian, representing a trad-
ition distinct from the Polish (‘Polak’).

Magen David = the star (more literally
‘shield’) of David.

Magid = travelling preacher (also writ-
ten maggid).

Marrano = a crypto-Jew in early mod-
ern Spain and Portugal, ostensibly a
Christian but practising Judaism sur-
reptitiously; the term is Spanish for
‘swine’.

Maskil = a follower of the Haskalah
(plural: maskilim).

Massorah = the textual tradition of the
Hebrew Bible (Tanakh), an official
registration of its words, consonants,
vowels, and accents.

Matzah = unleavened bread, eaten at
Passover (plural: matzot).

Melamud = teacher in an elementary
school (cheder).

Menorah = the seven-branched can-
delabrum, an ancient symbol of
Judaism; also the nine-branched can-
delabrum (chanukiah) used during
the Chanukah festival.

Mikveh = ritual bath.
Minhag = mode of synagogue ritual.

Minyan = the quorum of ten adult Jews
(all males, in traditional Judaism)
necessary to conduct public prayer.

Minyan men = males paid to make up
a minyan.

Mishnah = the compendium of Jewish
Oral Law; it comprises part of the
Talmud.

Mizrachist=anadherentof the Mizrachi
(Religious Zionist) movement.



Mohel = the official who performs cir-
cumcisions (plural: mohelim).

Olim = Jewish settlers in Eretz Israel.

Ostjuden = East European Jewish
immigrants in Central and Western
Europe.

Parnass see Gabbay

Pesach = Passover.

Poale Zion = a Socialist Zionist move-
ment, meaning ‘Workers of Zion’.

Purim = Feast of Esther.

Rav, Reb = honorific for a religiously
very learned man.

Rebbe = Chasidic rabbi.

Ribi (variant Rubi) = Sephardi term for
teacher or rabbi.

Reader = a cantor (chazan) who holds
a specific synagogue (or communal)
appointment or function.

Rosh Hashanah = Jewish New Year.

Rosh Yeshivah = head of a yeshivah.

Rubi see Ribi

Sabbatean = a follower of the ‘false
Messiah’ Shabbetai Zevi (or Zvi;
1626-76).

Sabra = a native of Israel.

Second Aliyah = the wave of emigration

to Eretz Israel from Eastern Europe,
1904-14.

Second Reader = the cantor (chazan)
who performs subsidiary duties to the
First Reader.

Sefer Torah = Torah Scroll.

Semikhah = the rabbinical diploma.

Shabbat = Sabbath (from sundown
Friday until sundown Saturday).

Shechitah = ritual slaughtering of live-
stock for consumption; the London
Board of Shechita is usually spelled
thus.

Shetaroth = contracts (usually encoun-
tered nowadays as shetarot).

Shiur = a lesson on a Torah topic (plu-
ral: shiurim).

Shoah = the Nazi Holocaust; (Hebrew:
‘conflagration’).

Shochet = ritual slaughterer (plural:
shochetim).
Shtetl = an Eastern European vil-

lage where Jews lived and traded,
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sometimes comprising a majority of
inhabitants (plural: shetlekh).

Shtiebl = prayer room (from Yiddish:
‘little room, conventicle’; plural:
shtieblekh).

Shul = synagogue (Yiddish).
Simcha = a joyous event.

Sofer=ascribe who transcribes the Torah
scroll and other religious writings.

Talles, tallit = prayer shawl; (plural:
tallesim, tallitot).

Talmud = the collection of ancient rab-
binic opinions on which religious
authority in Orthodox Judaism is
based.

Talmud Torah = religious elementary
school (plural: Talmudei Torah).

Tanakh = the Hebrew Bible.

Tefillin = phylacteries, containing
scrolls of parchment inscribed with
verses from the Torah. Worn by
observant Jewish men during week-
day morning prayers.

Torah = the five books of Moses
(Pentateuch).

Tosafot = medieval commentaries on
the Talmud.

Trefa = unfit for consumption accord-
ing to the Jewish dietary laws.

Vaad Harabbonim = rabbinical coun-
cil.
Yahrzeit = the anniversary of a death.

Yeshivah = a seminary for advanced
study of Jewish holy texts.

Yishuv = the Jewish community in
Mandate Palestine (1921-48).

Yod = the pointer used when reading
the Torah Scroll.

Yom Ha’atzmaut = Israeli Independ-
ence Day.

Yom Kippur = Day of Atonement; the
holiest day in the Jewish calendar.

Youth Aliyah = a charity established
in 1933 to provide secure future for
Jewish refugee children in the Land
of Israel.

Zemirot (‘songs’) = the Hebrew hymns
chanted at home, particularly those
that precede or follow the grace after
the chief meal on Erev Shabbat and
the afternoon of Shabbat.
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AARON, ARTHUR LOUIS (5 March 1922-13
August 1943), Victoria Cross recipient. Born
in Leeds, to a Jewish father and non-Jew-
ish mother, he was educated at Roundhay
Secondary School and at Leeds College of
Architecture. In 1941 he enlisted in the RAF,
rising to flight-sergeant’s rank in 1943.
On 12 August that year, the Short Stirling
bomber he was skippering was attacked
over Turin. Its navigator was killed and its
fuselage and instrument panel were dam-
aged. Aaron suffered a nasty facial wound,
and his right arm was almost totally sev-
ered. With another crew member at the con-
trols the plane headed for Bone airfield in
Algeria, four hours’ flying time away. Near
its destination, using just his left hand,
Aaron managed to position it for landing,
and it belly-flopped in the sand. He died
nine hours later. He was awarded a posthu-
mous VC for his courage, determination and
leadership; two other crew members were
also decorated.

H. Morris, We Will Remember Them, an Addendum
(1994); Times (6 Nov. 1943).

AARON, BARNEY (21 November 18o0-11 July
1859), boxer. Born Barnett Aaron in Duke’s
Place, Aldgate, he was one of the compara-
tively few Ashkenazi Jews among about 30
early Anglo-Jewish pugilists recorded in the
boxing annals. Like most of these he relied
less on brute strength than on skilful tim-
ing and nimble footwork. As a leading light-
weight he had a prominentand lucrative bare-
knuckled prize-fighting career from 1819—34
during the era of ‘Broughton’s Rules’, and
was dubbed ‘The Star of the East’. His reputa-
tion in the ring made him a folk hero among
his Jewish neighbours. He eventually became
a fishmonger like his father, and died in
Whitechapel. In 2001 he was elected to the
International Boxing Hall of Fame. His son,
fighting as ‘Young Barney Aaron’ (1836—4
June 1907), was from 1856 also a lightweight

prize fighter in the USA, later becoming a
referee.

Boase, 4; Fistiana, or, The Oracle of the Ring (1868);
JC (20 Aug. 1886, 10 July 1908); B. Postal et al.,
Encyclopedia of Jews in Sports (1965).

AARON BEN MOSES THE SCRIBE (f1. 1650—
1715), rabbi, also known as Aaron of Dublin.
A native of Nowogrddek, Poland, he was an
excellent sofer (scribe). It was presumably in
this capacity that he arrived in Dublin, where
there was a tiny Jewish community, and later
in London, where he resided by 1695, listed
among 598 Sephardim and 255 Ashkenazim.
He lived close to the latter’s synagogue in
Aldgate. Despite its small size the Ashkenazi
community was rent by squabbles and ten-
sions, and Aaron appears to have been Rabbi
of London temporarily in the interval between
the departure of the disgraced Rabbi J. L.
*Anschel and the appointment of Anschel’s
designated successor Rabbi Aaron *Hart.
Thus he — not the obscure German scholar
RabbiAaron Mossesohn (d. 1781) suggested by
ChiefRabbi H. M. *Adler —is the ‘Rabbi Aaron
ben Rabbi Moses’ whose name is commemo-
rated in the ceremony of Haskarat Neshamot
during which the constituents of the *United
Synagogue commemorate departed spir-
itual leaders of the *Great Synagogue and
incumbents of the *Chief Rabbinate. While
in England Aaron the Scribe practised his
calling and supplemented his income by act-
ing as a marriage broker. He made some mag-
nificent copies of Hebrew codices for the Earl
of Oxford.

C. Roth, ‘The First Chief Rabbi’, JC (7 Oct. 1932),
which muddles certain dates and events; idem, The
Great Synagogue London 1690—1940 (1950).

AARONOVITCH, SAM (26 December 1919—30
May 1998), economist. Born and raised in
London’s East End, he left school at 14 to
work with his Lithuanian-born father, an
outworker in the tailoring trade. Haunting
the British Museum Reading Room, he
taught himself German, read Marx in the
original, and joined the Young Communist
League. Rejected for wartime military service
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on health grounds, he eventually became
the Communist Party’s Cultural Secretary.
He criticised Stalinism before such criti-
cism became common. In his late forties he
entered Balliol College, Oxford, eventually
obtaining a DPhil. He subsequently became
Professor of Economics at the South Bank
Polytechnic (now South Bank University),
where he created the Local Economy Policy
Unit. His books include Monopoly (1955), The
Ruling Class (1961), Big Business (1975), and
The Road from Thatcherism (1981). A book of
essays in his honour, Political Economy and the
New Capitalism, appeared in 2000. His eldest
son is the journalist and broadcaster David
Aaronovitch (8 July 1954-). A graduate of the
University of Manchester who was (1980-2)
President of the National Union of Students,
David has been a regular columnist for The
Times, the Guardian, and JC. He is the author
of Paddling to Jerusalem (2001), and won the
George Orwell Prize for political journalism
in 1998 and 2001. His younger brothers Owen
and Ben are, respectively, an actor and a tele-
vision script-writer and novelist.

JC (x0July 1998).

AARONSON, LAZARUS LEONARD (24
December 1894—9 December 1966), poet
and academic. Born to Orthodox parents in
the East End, he later became a Christian,
and wrote numerous mystical poems. He
published Christ in the Synagogue (1930), and
remained fascinated with his dual identity.
Although he was little known to the general
public he had a cult following. He lectured in
economics at the City of London College for
40 years, and was awarded an MBE upon his
retirement. From 1924-31 he was married to
Lydia *Sherwood.

EJ; Times (x0 Dec. 1966); R. Dickson and S.
MacDougall, ‘The Whitechapel Boys’, Jewish
Quarterly, 195 (2004).

ABADY, JACQUES (2 October 1872-15 April
19604), mechanical engineer, barrister, and
local politician. Born in Manchester, the son
of a stockbroker from Aleppo whose surname
was also spelled Abadi, he was educated at
Manchester Grammar School and following

the family’s removal to London graduated in
engineering from the Birkbeck Institute (now
Birkbeck College, London). A gold and silver
medallist of the Institution of Gas Engineers,
he authored Gas Analyst’s Manual (1902) and
Clauses and Precedents in Electricity, Gas, and Water
Legislation (1915). Later he was called to the
Bar by the Middle Temple (KC, 1935; Bencher,
1941). He was a distinguished member of the
Parliamentary Bar and also specialised in
arbitrations. Elected in 1906 to Westminster
City Council, he became an alderman and
served (1927-8) as Mayor of Westminster. His
sister Elizabeth Abadi (later Benjamin; 1874—
June 1966), a first-class graduate in English
Literature, headed the girls’ section of the JFS
from 1897 until her marriage in 19o7.

Times (17 April 1964); JC (24 April 1964, 10 June 1966).

ABDELA, JACOB ELIA (c1837-13 May 1907),
shipping merchant. Born in Arta, Turkey,
he was educated there and on Corfu. During
the 1970s he settled in Manchester, estab-
lishing a shipping company transporting
British goods to the East. He was President of
the Manchester Talmud Torah and an active
member of the Society of Gemeluth Chasidim.
His son Isaac Abdela, AINA (1874-1930), was
a naval architect who ran Isaac J. Abdela and
Mitchell Ltd, a shipbuilding and engineering
business, of Manchester and Brimscombe,
Gloucestershire. Lesley Julia Abdela, MBE,
FRGS, FRSA (17 November 1945-) is Isaac’s
granddaughter. She is a consultant on equal
opportunities and founded the all-party 300
Group (1980). As a trainer in democratic
skills, she was appointed (1991) by the Foreign
Office to serve, in post-conflict Kosovo, as
the OSCE’s deputy director of democratisa-
tion and governance. She received the EU’s
UK Woman of Europe award (1995).

W. T. Pike, Manchester and Salford at the Close of the
1gth Century: Contemporary Biographies (1899);
L. Collins, The Sephardim of Manchester (2006).

ABELSON, JOSHUA (1873-December 1940),
Orthodox rabbi and scholar. Born in Merthyr
Tydfil, the son of the congregation’s long-
time minister, Rev. Abraham Abelson, he
was educated at *Jews’ College and UCL.



His doctoral dissertation was published as
The Immanence of God in Rabbinical Literature
(1912). His initial ministerial post was at
Cardiff (1895—9). From 1899—1907 he served
the Bristol Hebrew Congregation, and from
1907—20 was Principal of *Aria College. In
1920 he was appointed minister of the Leeds
Great Synagogue. In Leeds he was Secretary
of the local Board of Guardians and a leader
or member of many other Jewish bod-
ies. He was noted for his efforts to combat
antisemitism and improve community rela-
tions. His works included Jewish Mysticism
(1913), the earliest scholarly treatment of that
subject in English, and the introduction to
a distinguished English translation of the
Zohar that appeared in 1931. He also assisted
Chief Rabbi J. H. *Hertz with editing his
Torah commentary, published in 1929—36,
and wrote, in manuscript form, ‘Some remi-
niscences of Bristol Jewry’.

EJ; JC (14 April 1899, 25 June 1920, 3 Jan. 1941);
U.R. Q. Henriques, ‘The Jewish Community of
Cardiff, 1813-1914’ in idem, The Jews of South Wales:
Historical Studies (1993), 25, 29, 31-2; J. Samuel, Jews
in Bristol (1997), where his forename is mistakenly
given as Joseph.

ABENDANA, ISAAC (d.17July1699), Hebraist
and book collector, and ABENDANA, JACOB
(c1630-85), scholar and *Haham. The broth-
ers were born in Spain and brought up in
Hamburg. Isaac was for over three dec-
ades the pre-eminent academic authority
in England in the field of Hebrew studies.
A qualified rabbi with medical training,
he had by the 1660s developed a network of
contacts among Christian Hebrew schol-
ars in England, whom he and his brother
Jacob supplied with texts. In 1662, the year
the brothers issued an edition, with Jacob’s
annotations, of Solomon ibn Melik’s medi-
eval commentary on the Bible, Isaac arrived
in England, and from 1663—76 translated
the Mishnah into Latin for Trinity College,
Cambridge. He then moved to Oxford, where
he became the leading purveyor of Hebrew
books to the university and from 1689
until his death taught Hebrew at Magdalen
College. He invented the Oxford University
Calendar, a publication enhanced in his
day by the inclusion each year of an annual
essay on some aspect of Jewish religion and
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culture. An anthology of these sought-after
essays was subsequently published. Having
studied at a yeshivah in Rotterdam, Jacob
Abendana became a rabbi in Amsterdam. By
the beginning of 1668 he had joined Isaac in
England. In 1681 he was appointed Haham
(spiritual head) of London’s Sephardi com-
munity, serving until his death. In attending
the synagogue, then in Creechurch Lane,
during Pesach (Passover) 1681 the future
Queen Anne became the first member of
the British Royal Family to visit an Anglo-
Jewish place of worship (Charles I's con-
sort Henrietta Maria had in 1642 visited the
Amsterdam synagogue).

ODNB; D. S. Katz, ‘The Abendana Brothers and
the Christian Hebraists of Seventeenth-Century
England’, Journal of Ecclesiastical History, 40 (1989),
28-52; Hyamson, Sephardim; 1. Abrahams, ‘Isaac
Abendana’s Cambridge Mishnah and Oxford
Calendars’, JHSET, 8 (1915-17), 98—121.

ABERDEEN, on Scotland’s north-east coast,
has a small Jewish community. In 1665 a
ship from Holland docked with several Jews
aboard; they were probably on their way to
the Levanttojoin pseudo-Messiah Shabbetai
Zevi. In the eighteenth century a few con-
verted Jews living in England took medical
degrees at Aberdeen’s Marischal College.
The Jewish community was founded late
in Victoria’s reign by East Europeans. On
6 September 1893 a synagogue was conse-
crated, in Marischal Street. The congrega-
tion immediately found itself in trouble.
Shortly afterits shochet, Rev. James Littman,
killed a bullock at the town’s slaughter-
ing facility the Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals issued a complaint
against him and the congregation’s Warden,
Alexander Zamek. The latter’s inclusion in
the indictment seemed, in communal eyes,
to indicate that an alleged instance of mal-
practice by the shochet was the excuse for an
attack on shechitah itself. The contempor-
aneous referendum in Switzerland, result-
ing in the outlawing of shechitah there, was
believed to have influenced the society. A
defence of shechitah by Rev. Isidore *Harris
that appeared in The Times in response to
the Swiss referendum was reprinted in the
Aberdeen Evening Express, which featured an
interview with Zamek. But in court on 13
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October the prosecution case collapsed
owing to a lack of credible witnesses, and
Littman and Zamek were exonerated. In
1945 a new synagogue, in Dee Street, was
consecrated. It was refurbished in 1983,
and a community centre added. There were
about 40 Jews in Aberdeen in 1971 and about
30 at present. In recent years Rev. Malcolm
Weisman, the *United Synagogue’s advisor
to small communities, has paid periodic
visits to Aberdeen.

]JC (15 Sept., 6, 20 Oct. 1893, 6 May 1938); JE; EJ; JYB,
Jolles.

ABERLE, REB sce ABRAHAM OF HAMBURG

ABRABANEL, DAVID see DORMIDO, DAVID
ABRABANEL

ABRAHAM, ABRAHAM (c1799—-31 March
1863), optician, scientific instrument maker,
and communal leader. Born in Bath, the
son of optician Jacob Abraham (some-
times given as Abrahams), he was in busi-
ness in Liverpool by 1818, and had links
with Manchester. In addition to spectacle
lenses, he made scientific instruments,
including microscopes, barometers, and
magic lanterns. In 1839 he exhibited equip-
ment for making daguerreotypes and from
1841-5 was in partnership with the notable
instrument maker John B. Dancer. He was
President of Liverpool Jewry’s Philanthropic
Institute and of the Hebrew School, which
he helped to found, and held various posts
within the Old Hebrew Congregation,
including Warden. He translated a catech-
ism by Samuel Cahen from the French for
the use of Jewish children. He also trans-
lated Ben Levi’s Matinées du Samedi, which
appeared as Moral and Religious Tales for the
Young of the Hebrew Faith (1846). Preoccupied
with reforming certain aspects of the lit-
urgy, he won his nephew (Sir) John *Simon,
and through him D. W. *MarKks, to his cause.
Determined that regular sermons in English
should be introduced, in 1827 he had a pul-
pit erected and Solomon Nathan appointed

preacher. The experiment was cut short, as
was a second attempt when Nathan’s brother
Moses N. Nathan (later minister in Jamaica)
was appointed. However, Abrahams tri-
umphed with the appointment in 1836 of D.
M. *Tsaacs.

JE; JC (10 April 1863); B. Williams, The Making of
Manchester Jewry 1740-1875 (1985), as Abraham
Abrahams; online sources.

ABRAHAM, GERALD ERNEST HEAL
(9 March 1904-18 March 1988), musicologist
and academic. Gerald Abraham was born on
the Isle of Wight, the son of a manufacturer.
He planned to join the Royal Navy, but spenta
year in Cologne, where he wrote a biography
of the Russian composer Borodin (1927),
as well as monographs on several writers
including Tolstoy (1935). Entirely self-taught,
he became one of Britain’s leading experts
on the history of music, especially Russian,
although his interests ranged widely. He
wrote an early work on modern music, This
Modern Stuff (1933), later renamed This Modern
Music. From 1935 he served as Deputy Editor
of the Radio Times, and from 1939—42 of The
Listener, and was its music editor until 1962.
The first Professor of Music at the University
of Liverpool (1947-62), he was afterwards
Assistant Controller of Music at the BBC. He
edited the New Oxford History of Music, and
was a prolific author of works on classical
music, including The Tradition of Western Music
(1974). He was President of the Royal Musical
Association from 1969—74 and received four
honorary degrees.

ODNB; EJ; M. Hawick Brown and Roland John Wiley,
eds., Slavonic and Western Music: Essays for Gerald
Abraham (198s).

ABRAHAM, JOSEPH (c1814—30 January 1867),
local politician. His London-born father
Moses lived in Frome, Somerset, and belonged
to Bristol’s Jewish community. Joseph and his
younger brother John (c1805-56) were Bristol-
based partners in the wine trade. Joseph,
President of Bristol Hebrew Congregation
(1853—4), was elected a town councillor in
1861, served as a member of the Board of



Health Committee, and was Mayor of Bristol
in 1865-6.

Samuel, Bristol; Judith Samuel, ‘History of Bristol’s
Jewry’, Shemot, 2:3 (July 1994), 15.

ABRAHAM, PHILIP (1804—90), educationist
and writer. The son of a founder of London’s
Western Synagogue, he was a keen stu-
dent of both Jewish and general topics and
in 1849 was appointed Headmaster of the
Birmingham National School, moving back
to London some years later and setting up as
a private teacher of Hebrew, English, French,
German, and religious knowledge for both
adults and children. Several clergymen were
among his students. A long-serving secretary
of the *West London Synagogue, he was a
prolific contributor to the Jewish press, espe-
cially of poetry. In 1866 he published Autumn
Gatherings, a collection of his prose and verse,
both sacred and secular, and in 1879 Curiosities
of Judaism: Facts, Opinions, Anecdotes, and
Remarks relative to the Hebrew Nation. In 1869 he
was elected a member of the Society of Arts
and in 1876 a Fellow of the Royal Botanic
Society. As Leonora Braham, his daughter
Leonora Lucy Abraham (3 February 1853—23
November 1931) worked from 1870-1912 as
an operatic soprano. She appeared for some
years with the D’Oyley Carte Opera Company,
and later with the Edwin Cleary Company.
Her reminiscences, ‘Happy Wanderings of a
Savoyard’, appeared in The Gilbert & Sullivan
Journal (October 1926).

JC (2 Nov. 1849, 23 April 1869, 18 Feb. 1876, 19 Dec.
1890).

ABRAHAM, PHINEAS SIMON (187423
February 1921), dermatologist. Born in
Kingston, Jamaica, he was a nephew on his
mother’s side of Sir John *Simon and of C.
K. *Salaman. Having graduated BSc from
London University and accomplished further
work at Trinity College, Dublin, he trained
in medicine at St Bartholomew’s Hospital,
London, obtained an MD degree, and was
elected FRCSI. He became dermatologist to
the West London Hospital and surgeon to the
Hospital for Diseases of the Skin, Blackfriars,
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and for many years practised in Harley Street.
In 1889 he was elected Medical Secretary of
Britain’s National Leprosy Fund. He edited
the Journal of the Leprosy Investigation Committee
that appeared in 189o—1 during a public panic
relating to the disease, and wrote on leprosy
in other publications. He was President of the
West London Chirurgical Society (1910-11)
and a prominent Freemason.

Times (2 March 1921); JC (4 March 1921); British
Journal of Dermatology (May 1921), 189; Salaman, Jews.

ABRAHAM, ROY CLIVE (16 December
1890—22 June 1963), scholar of African and
Semitic languages and colonial administra-
tor. A nephew of General Sir John Monash,
he was born in Melbourne, Australia. In 1gox
the family was living in Hampstead, where
his father was described as ‘living on own
means’. Educated at Clifton College and at
Balliol College, Oxford (First in Oriental
Languages), he received advanced degrees
from the University of London. He served
during the First World War as an officer in the
British Army in Arabia and India, and then
worked as a colonial administrator in north-
ern Nigeria. A talented linguist, he produced
a string of pioneering works on Nigerian lan-
guages, such as The Grammar of Tiv (1933) and
ThePrinciplesofHausa (1934). During the Second
World War he again served as an officer in
Africa and India, retiring as a major. He was
a lecturer in Amharic at SOAS, the University
of London, from 1948-51, but, after a number
of quarrels with colleagues, went to Nigeria
again to study native languages. He produced
A Dictionary of Modern Yoruba in 1958.

ODNB; JC (27 Feb. 1948); P. J. Jaggar, ed., Papers in
Honour of R.C. Abraham (1890-1963) (1992); http://
Www.ancestry.com.

ABRAHAM BEN SOLOMON HAMBURGER
see NANZIG, ABRAHAM

ABRAHAM OF HAMBURG (REB ABERLE)
(d. 1745), communal leader. The son of Rabbi
Moses Nathan (Norden) of Hamburg, he
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had a rabbinical diploma and was known
as Reb Aberle; he was also known as Aberle
Hamburger, Aberle London, and Abraham
Nathan. As the Parnass (Warden) of London’s
Ashkenazi synagogue he was one of that
community’s two most powerful leaders, the
other being Moses *Hart. He made his living
as a gem dealer, using his considerable rab-
binical knowledge to intimidate the commu-
nity’s spiritual leaders. He almost certainly
engineered the downfall of Rabbi Judah Loeb
ben Ephraim *Anschel in order to replace him
with Rabbi Aaron *Hart. He prevailed on the
weak-willed Hart to maintain the excommu-
nication imposed on Marcus *Moses, despite
the outrage of the illustrious Haham Zevi
(Hirsh) Ashkenazi of Hamburg and other
continental authorities. In 1705 Aberle sought
Haham Zevi’s opinion on a seemingly heret-
ical statement made by the Sephardi commu-
nity’s David *Nieto in a sermon. Later, impov-
erished owing to a costly lawsuit against his
brother-in-law in Hamburg, Aberle returned
there. He had, however, strong posthumous
links to Anglo-Jewry: D. T. *Schiff was his
grandson, and other descendants included
Herbert *Samuel.

JE; EJ (as Abraham Nathan); Roth, Great Synagogue;
D. Kaufmann, ‘Rabbi Zevi Ashkenazi and His
Family in London’, JHSET, 3 (1899), 102—25.

ABRAHAMS, ABRAHAM (d. 1792) see TANG,
ABRAHAM BEN NAPHTALI

ABRAHAMS (mé Sussman), ABRAHAM
(December 180123 January 1880), Chasidic
shochet and scholar, and ABRAHAMS,
BARNETT (1831-15 November 1863), dayan
and educationist. Born in Siedlice, Poland,
the grandson of a locally celebrated kabba-
list, Abraham was authorised as a shochet by
a Chasidic rebbe. He arrived in Britain in 1837,
the first notable Polish Chasid to settle here.
After living initially in Leeds, where he was
joined by his wife and Warsaw-born Barnett,
he moved in 1839 with the family to London.
There, owing to the lack of a Chasidic minyan
he chose to worship at *Bevis Marks, finding
its Sephardi ritual congenial, although he did
not become a member. He practised as a sho-
chet and also authored several learned works

in Hebrew about Chasidim and Chasidic life
in Poland, including a memoir, Zekhor le-Av-
raham (1860). His final work, Millel Avraham
(1882), was apparently the first Chasidic
Hebrew book published in London. Barnett
was the first Anglo-Jewish minister to hold
a British university degree. Obtaining his
early rabbinic education from his father and
the Chief Rabbi, he was admitted in 1849
to the Medrash (theological school) of the
Sephardi Congregation, which subsequently
funded his education at the City of London
School and at UCL, from which he gradu-
ated BA. In 1854, the year of his marriage to
a Sephardi wife, he became Assistant Dayan
at Bevis Marks and in 1856 full Dayan, head-
ing the Sephardi Beth Din and continuing to
do so after 1858, when he was he was elected
Principal of *Jews’ College, a post he held
until his early death. The uncle of Sir Lionel
*Abrahams, in 1860 he founded the Society
for the Diffusion of Religious Knowledge, the
precursor to the Jewish Religious Education
Board, and authored its inaugural tract. Israel
*Abrahams was his son. Another son, Rabbi
Dr Joseph Abrahams (1855-1938), was minis-
ter of the Melbourne Hebrew Congregation
(1883-1923); in 1911 he visited England in
the expectation of being offered the *Chief
Rabbinate, but failed to achieve the position
owing, it is thought, to his wife’s ill-health.
Yet another son, Moses Abrahams (1860—
1919), served as minister of the Leeds Jewish
community and authored Aquila’s Greek Version
of the Hebrew Bible (1919).

ODNB (B. Abrahams); EJ; JE; JC (20 Nov. 1863, 13 Feb.
1880); P. Abrahams, ‘Abraham Sussman — from
Berdichew to Bevis Marks’, JHSET, 21 (1962-7),
243—61; Rabinowicz, World; Hyamson, Sephardim;
ADB (J. Abrahams).

ABRAHAMS, ABRAHAM (1897-1955), jour-
nalistand poet,and ABRAHAMS (née Cohen-
Lask), [RACHAEL] BETH-ZION (1902-1
August 1990), writer and lecturer. Abraham
Abrahams, at one time head of the JTA and a
former editor of the Jerusalem daily Ha-Yarden,
was an award-winning poet who edited a
number of Jewish and Hebrew journals. He
published Poems (1932) and Background of Unrest
(1944). A supporter of Jabotinsky, he died in
office as Chairman of the Zionist Revisionist
Organisation in Great Britain and Ireland.



His London-born wife, generally known as
Beth-Zion Lask Abrahams, was the daughter
of J. C. *Cohen-Lask. She wrote and lectured
on Anglo-Jewish history, and was a commit-
tee member of the JHSE. She authored a num-
ber of articles in its journal, as well as a trans-
lation into English of the Yiddish memoirs of
Gliickel of Hameln, and The Jews in England: A
History for Young People (1950; 2nd ed. 1969).
Her sparkling reminiscences of the East End
appeared in the JC in 198o0.

EJ; JC (5 Nov. 1937, 29 July 1955, 11 Jan. 1980, 7 Sept.
1984, 10 Aug. 1990).

ABRAHAMS, ABRAHAM EMANUEL
(1873-17 October 1966), theatre proprietor. He
was born in London, apparently in Mile End to
Dutch-born parents, and was described in the
190I census as an ‘advertising contractor’. He
built the famous Regal Cinema, Marble Arch
(opened 1928), as well as the Regal Cinema,
Edmonton (opened in 1934). He also acquired
the Aldwych, Duchess, Fortune, and Garrick
theatres, which continued in the Abrahams
group after his death.

Times (19 Oct. 1966, 24 June 1970); online sources.

ABRAHAMS, Sir ADOLPHE (6 February
1883—11 December 1967), physician. Born in
Cape Town, the son of a Russian-born father
who in 1885 set up as a moneylender and jew-
ellery dealer in Bedford, he was educated
at Bedford Modern School; at Emmanuel
College, Cambridge; and St Bartholomew’s
Hospital, London. After brief postgraduate
study in Vienna he joined the RAMC (major,
1915—20), afterwards becoming a hospital
consultant. From 1934—40 he was Dean of
the Westminster Hospital Medical School.
He served as President of the British Society
of Gastroenterologists. He wrote books on
gastroenterology, athletics training, exercise,
sportdisabilities and injuries, and on women,
mainly from the physiological aspect. He
played a leading role in the foundation of the
British Association of Sport and Medicine,
and between 1912 and 1948 acted as medical
officer to the British Olympic athletics team.
Appointed OBE in 1919, he was knighted in
1939. His The Photography of Moving Objects
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(1910) featured his brother (Sir) Sidney
*Abrahams. Harold *Abrahams was also his
brother, as was [Leslie] Lionel Abrahams,
County Coroner for Huntingdonshire.

Munk’s Roll, 6 (1982); Times (12 Dec. 1967); BM],
4 (1967), 748; Lancet, 2 (1967), 1371.

ABRAHAMS, ALFRED (c1851-13 September
1909), diamond merchant. Born in London,
he lived for some time in South Africa before
setting up as a successful diamond merchant
at Ely Place, Holborn, with his brother. A
member of the Diamond Syndicate until his
death, he left £680,000, including numerous
legacies to Jewish charities. His brother and
business partner Louis Abrahams (c1848-26
June 1943) left £569,000, which also included
legacies to Jewish charities.

JC (24 Sept. 1909); Times (14, 30 Sept. 1909, 5 Nov.
1943).

ABRAHAMS, Sir ARTHUR CECIL (1878-8
December 1944), stockbroker. The son of
Alfred *Abrahams’ brother Louis and of
the daughter of Sir Joseph *Duveen, he was
educated at UCS and abroad, and became
a successful stockbroker. During the First
World War he served as Deputy Director of
Stores in Boulogne and as British Red Cross
Commissioner in France with the rank of
major, and was twice mentioned in des-
patches. Appointed CBE in 1920, he was
knighted in 1942.

JC (x5 Dec. 1944); WWW; Jolles.

ABRAHAMS, BERTRAM LOUIS (4 February
1870—21 June 1908), physician. Born in
London, the son of Louis Barnett *Abrahams,
he was educated at the City of London School
and UCL (BSc 1890), qualified MB in 1895,
and was elected FRCP (1904). He became joint
Lecturer in Medicine and Sub-Dean of the
Westminster Hospital Medical School, rising
to Senior Assistant Physician. He was a med-
ical inspector of schools for the LCC and made
many contributions to medical literature. He
was Hon. Secretary of the *Maccabaans, and
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a founder and staff surgeon of the *Jewish
Lads’ Brigade. The Bertram Louis Abrahams
Lectureship in Physiology at the Royal College
of Physicians was founded in his honour.

WWW; BM] (27 June 1908); Munk’s Roll, 4 (1955);
Lancet (4 July 1908); JC (26 June 1908).

ABRAHAMS, Sir CHARLES MYER (25
April 1914-11 June 1985), businessman and
communal leader, and ABRAHAMS (née
Kramer), LUISA (21 May 1910-16 January
2007), charity worker. Charles was the son
of Isidore Abrahams, whose family in 1927
acquired Aquascutum, the famous old-es-
tablished raincoat manufacturer and retailer
known for high quality garments. Educated
at Westminster School, Charles served
as Deputy Chairman and Joint Managing
Director of Aquascutum from 1949—82, and
as its President from 1982. He served as a
flight-lieutenant in the RAFVR in the Second
World War. From 1971 he was Vice-President
of Nightingale House of the Home for the
Jewish Aged, and from 1976—-80 was Vice-
President of the British Paraplegic Sports
Federation. He was created KCVO in 1970. His
Prague-born wife Luisa (Lady Abrahams), the
daughter of a hospital administrator, was a
leading Czech golfer who was playing in a
British tournament when war broke out, and
remained in this country. During the war
she worked for the RAF wire service, attain-
ing the rank of major in the exiled Czech
force, and later receiving the Tomds Garrigue
Masaryk Order for her services to the Czech
nation. She was active on behalf of local and
international charities. She was admitted to
the Golf Hall of Fame, and a golf award is
named after her.

WWW; ]JC (14 June 1985); Jolles; online sources.

ABRAHAMS, DAVID MARTIN (13 November
1944-), businessman and party donor. He is
the son of Bennie Abrahams (28 July 1906—
January 1990), who served as a Labour mem-
ber of the Newcastle upon Tyne council for
35 years and as Lord Mayor of Newcastle in
1981—2. Bennie Abrahams was closely con-
nected with the local Jewish community and

the synagogue hall of the United Hebrew
Congregation of Newcastle is named for
him. David grew upin Newcastleand became
the director of six local property companies.
In 1992 he was selected as the Labour parlia-
mentary candidate for Richmond, Yorkshire,
but was deselected following a bitter row.
Previously little known, in November 2007
he became the focus of national attention
when it was revealed that he had donated at
least £664,000 to the Labour Party through
proxy donors, allegedly in an irregular
manner. He has served as Vice-Chairman
of the Jewish Labour Movement and is on
the executive of the Trade Union Friends of
Israel.

JC (g Feb. 1990); Times (26 Nov. 2007);
online sources.

ABRAHAMS, DORIS CAROLINE (8
December 19o1—-5 December 1982), novelist,
playwright, poet, and songwriter. Born in
Croydon, the daughter of a wholesale jew-
eller, she was educated at Minerva College,
near Leicester, and at the Royal Academy
of Music. She adopted her nom de plume,
Caryl Brahms, early in life when she wrote
light verse for London’s Evening Standard. Her
book of children’s verse, The Moon on My Left,
was published in 1930, and she was a ballet,
drama, and opera critic for Time and Tide.
With S. J. *Skidelsky, whose pen name was
S. J. Simon, she wrote many hilarious cre-
ative works, featuring eccentric and colour-
ful characters, and idiosyncratic depictions
of history. Following his unexpected death
in 1948 she continued to write on theatri-
cal, operatic, and ballet themes. Her songs
featured in Side by Side by Sondheim (1976) as
well as the television series That Was The Week
That Was (1962) and Song by Song (1979—80).
In 1966 she won an Ivor Novello award. A
lengthy collaboration with Ned Sherrin pro-
duced books, radio and television scripts,
and plays and musicals ranging from I Gotta
Shoe (1962—-3) to The Mitford Girls (1981). In 1978
she was appointed a governor of the National
Theatre.

ODNB; JC (27 July 1923, 10 Dec. 1982, 29 April 1983);
C. Brahms and N. Sherrin, Too Dirty for the Windmill:
A Memoir (1986).



ABRAHAMS, GERALD (15 April 1907-15
March 1980), barrister, chess player, and
author. Born in Liverpool, he was educated
at Wadham College, Oxford (First in PPE).
He became a barrister (Gray’s Inn, 1931) and
practised on the Northern Circuit. A lead-
ing British chess player, he finished second
in the 1954 British Championship and third
in 1933 and 1946. His best performance was
probably the score of a win and two draws
against the Soviet grandmaster Ragozin in
the 1946 Anglo-Soviet radio chess match.
Abrahams was a prolific writer and broad-
caster on chess, and was arguably, next to
Harry *Golombek, the best-known British
chess writer of the 1950s and 1960s. His
books on chess include The Chess Mind (1951),
Brilliance in Chess (1977), and The Pan Book of
Chess (1978). He also wrote on Jewish topics,
including his well-known work The Jewish
Mind (1961), and on many other topics. He
was active in the Liverpool Jewish commu-
nity, where he lived.

JC (28 March 1980); Times (11 April 1980).

ABRAHAMS, HAROLD MAURICE (15
December 1899-14 January 1978), athlete,
Olympic gold medallist, journalist, and
civil servant. The Bedford-born brother
of Sir Adolphe *Abrahams and Sir Sidney
*Abrahams, he was educated at several
schools including Repton and at Gonville
& Caius College, Cambridge. In 1924 he
was called to the Bar by the Inner Temple.
His many notable athletic achievements
included his winning the public school
100 yards and long jump championships in
1918. His participation in the 1920 Antwerp
Olympic Games proved disappointing, but
after intensive training with a new coach (as
depicted in the 1981 film Chariots of Fire) he
won in 1924 the English native long-jump
record (which lasted for 32 years) and the
Amateur Athletic Association (AAA) cham-
pionship in the 100 yards. At that year’s
Olympic Games in Paris he won the 100
metres, winning the Gold Medal. After sus-
taining an injury in 1925, he worked as a
sports author, journalist, and broadcaster.
He was Athletics Captain for the British
Olympic Team in 1928. During the Second
World War he headed the Statistics Section

Abrahams, Israel 9

of the Ministry of Economic Warfare. In 1946
he joined the Ministry of Town and Country
Planning as Assistant Secretary. He served
as Hon. Treasurer (1948—68) and Chairman
(1968—75) of the British Amateur Athletics
Board, and was AAA President in 1976. He
founded (1950) the Association of Track
and Field Statistics and (1956) the National
Union of Track Statisticians. In 1957 he was
appointed CBE.

ODNB; WWW; Times (16, 24 Jan. 1978).

ABRAHAMS, ISRAEL (26 November 1858—
October 1925), scholar and academic. A
son of Barnett *Abrahams, he received his
early education from his father, and later
at *Jews’ College. In 1880 he graduated
MA from UCL, and was appointed to the
teaching staff of Jews’ College. From 1902
until his death he was Reader in Talmudic
and Rabbinic Literature at Cambridge
University; from 1906 he was also Curator
of Orientalia at the university library. For
many years, until about 1916, he wrote
the JC’s ‘Books and Bookmen’ column.
Arguably the foremost native-born Anglo-
Jewish scholar of his generation, he pub-
lished prolifically. One of his first books
was Aspects of Judaism (1895), co-authored
with C. G. *Montefiore, with whom he
co-edited (1888-1908) the Jewish Quarterly
Review. He shared Montefiore’s progressive
attitude towards Judaism, helped to frame
the ritual of the LJC, and occasionally acted
as its lay preacher and reader. With Alice
*Lucas he wrote Hebrew Lesson Book (1903),
probably the first manual in English for
teaching Hebrew as a living language. With
David Yellin he authored Maimonides (1903).
He selected and edited the Literary Remains
of his father-in-law, Simeon *Singer (3
vols, 1908). His many other books included
Jewish Life in the Middle Ages (1896) and Studies
in Pharisaism (2 vols, 1917—24). A founder
of the JHSE, he edited its publications and
served as its President. He was a founder of
the Union of Jewish Literary Societies and
the AJA’s Cambridge branch. He received an
honorary doctorate from HUC, Cincinnati.
He should not be confused with Vilna-
born scholar and author Israel Abrahams
(1903—73), a graduate of *Jews’ College and
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the University of London who after serving
congregations in London and Manchester
had a long and distinguished rabbinical
and academic career in Cape Town and then
settled in Israel.

JC (9 Oct. 1925); EJ; JE; A. M. Hyamson, Israel
Abrahams (1940); H. M. J. Loewe, Israel Abrahams
(1944).

ABRAHAMS, IVOR (10 January 1935-),
sculptor and printmaker. Born in Wigan, he
studied at St Martin’s School of Art and at
Camberwell School of Arts and Crafts. He was
then an apprentice in a bronze foundry and
later worked as a display artist. He held his
first show in 1960, going on to exhibit regu-
larly in Britain and overseas. He is known for
his use of informal, non-sculptural materials
and his three dimensional prints incorporat-
ing collage techniques. From 1960—4 he was a
visiting lecturer in sculpture at Birmingham
College of Art and Coventry College of Art.
Since then he has been a visiting lecturer at
Goldsmiths College, at the Royal College of
Art, and at the Slade School. He was elected
ARA in 1989 and RA in 199T1.

EJ; online sources.

ABRAHAMS, JOSEPH (fl. late 18th century),
solicitor. The son of an Abraham Abrahams
of Mitre Court, Aldgate, he was the first pro-
fessing Jew to be solicitor in Britain. In 1763
he became an articled clerk to an attorney
of the King’s Bench, and in 1769 was trans-
ferred to an attorney in the Common Pleas.
Mr Justice Yates admitted him as an attorney
of the King’s Bench on 23 January 1770. On
13 February that same year he was admitted
a solicitor in Chancery. The contemporary
record indicates that he was ‘sworn on the
Bible’; whether herested his hand on the entire
volume or just the Old Testament is unclear,
although it seems that he took the requisite
Christian oath. Little of his life and career
appears to be known, and he reputedly lapsed
from Judaism. His name does not appear in
an early London law list, dated 1782, which
includes a Moses Abrahams, Knowles Court,
Doctors’ Commons, and the firm Abrahams
and Willett, Cheapside.

H. S. Q. Henriques, ‘The Civil Rights of English
Jews’, Jewish Quarterly Review, 18 (1905), 68-9; JC (6
Nov., 4 Dec. 1908; 27 Jan. 1956).

ABRAHAMS, JOSEPH (c1839—8 March 1gor),
ornithologist, naturalist, and dealer in wild-
life. Born in Leeds, where his father owned
a music hall, he went to Victoria, Australia,
during the Goldrush. Having returned (1861)
to Britain, he succeeded to his father-in-
law’s London business as a naturalist. He
became a connoisseur of birds, import-
ing specimens, many of them rare, from
abroad to sell. He was a founder of the East
End Philanthropic Society, a judge at the
Crystal Palace bird shows, a member of the
Vienna Ornithological Society, and an FZS.
His brother, Morris Abrahams, owned the
Pavilion Theatre.

JC (17 July 1874, 24 June 1892, 15 March 1go1).

ABRAHAMS, Sir LIONEL BARNETT
(9 December 1869—30 November 1919), civil
servant, economist, and historian. The
nephew of Barnett *Abrahams, he was the
son of Mordecai Abrahams (1844-1924),
a shochet who was for many years secre-
tary of the Initiation Society, and of a niece
of Rev. A. L. *Green. Educated at the City
of London School and at Balliol College,
Oxford (Exhibitioner; Arnold History Prize),
he topped the Civil Service exams in 1893,
joining the India Office. In 1898 he became
Secretary to the Indian Currency Committee,
and rose to be Assistant Under-Secretary of
State for India in 191117, the first Jew to hold
so senior a post. He received negative publi-
city from antisemitic elements at the time of
the so-called ‘Indian Silver’ scandal of 1912.
He was a formative influence on Keynes’s
understanding of Indian finance, and intro-
duced a new, more liberal system of Indian
currency exchange. He was also an histor-
ian of some note, writing The Expulsion of the
Jews from England in 1290 (1895) and articles
on medieval Anglo-Jewish history, and was a
member of the Jewish Board of Guardians. He
was made a KCB in 1915.

ODNB; WWW; JC (22 Dec. 1916, 5 Dec. 1919, 25 July
1924); Jolles; Rubinstein, Jews in England.



ABRAHAMS, LOUIS BARNETT (3 October
1839—3 June 1918), educationist and commu-
nal leader. Born in Swansea, where his father,
Rev. Barnett Abrahams (cr785—2 December
1868) was a Hebrew teacher, he moved in
1845 to Manchester, his father having been
appointed chazan there. After leaving the
Manchester Jewish School Louis studied
at the London Beth Hamedrash under his
maternal uncle, Aaron *Levy. In 1854, Moses
*Angel made him a pupil-teacher at the JFS.
He graduated from the University of London
with a BA in 1863, and in 1864 qualified as a
certified teacher. Appointed Head of English
at the JFS, he was elected Vice-Master in
1884, and Headmaster on Angel’s retirement
in 1897, retiring himself in 1907. He wrote
Murby’s Chronological History of England (1870)
and compiled A Manual of Scriptural History for
Jewish Schools and Families (1882). His trans-
lation of the standard Hebrew prayer book
into English (published 1908) was used in
all Jewish elementary schools. He edited the
shortlived Jewish Record, was Secretary of the
Jewish Religious Education Board, and active
in the Maccabaans.

ODNB; JE; JC (10 Dec. 1897, 29 May 1903, 8 June 1918);
Black, JFS.

ABRAHAMS, MOSES (1853-8 May 1925),
local politician. Born in Hull, the son of a
jeweller from Posen who moved the family
to Grimsby about 1857 and was inaugural
President of the Hebrew Congregation, he
became a clothier, jeweller, optician, prop-
erty owner, and ship-broker. Elected to the
Council, he first became Mayor in 19or and
served during George V’s Coronation year.
He was also a JP and an active member of the
Heneage Street Synagogue. His son Isidore
Abrahams OBE (1886-1962) was Mayor of
Grimsby in 1929-30.

JC (29 Nov. 1895, 15 Nov. 1901, 10 Nov. 1905, 15 May
1925); D. and L. Gerlis, The Story of the Grimsby Jewish
Community (1986).

ABRAHAMS, Sir SIDNEY SOLOMON
(SOLLY) (11 February 1885-14 May 1957), jur-
ist and sports champion. The Birmingham-
born brother of (Sir) Adolphe *Abrahams
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and Harold *Abrahams, he was educated in
Bedford and at Emmanuel College Cambridge
(LLB 1906), and he was called to the Bar by
the Middle Temple in 1909. He represented
Britain at the Olympics in 1906 (running and
jumping) and in 1912 (long jump). He became
British Amateur Long Jump Champion in 1913.
He had a notable legal career in the colonial
administration, becoming Advocate General
at Baghdad (1920); President of the Civil
Courts at Basra (1921); Attorney General of
Zanzibar (1922), of Uganda (1925), and of the
Gold Coast (1928); and ChiefJustice of Uganda
Protectorate (1933), Tanganyika (1934), and
Ceylon (1936). Knighted in 1936, he retired in
1939, but in 1941 was appointed to the Judicial
Committee of the Privy Council, the first Jew
so honoured, and was Senior Legal Assistant
in the Colonial Office. He was made KC (Gold
Coast, 1930) and Hon. Master of the Bench of
the Middle Temple (1948). He was Hon. Legal
Advisor to the Amateur Athletic Association
and President of the London Athletic Club
(1947-9). Harold *Abrahams was his brother.
L. G. *Bowman was his father-in-law.

JC (13 April 1906, 17 May 1957); Times (25 April 1936,
5 Sept. 1941, 15, 20, 21 May 1957).

ABRAMOVICH, ROMAN (24 October 1966-),
investment financier. Born in Saratov,
Russia, the son of parents who died young,
he was raised by relatives, chiefly in the Komi
Republic and in Moscow. He began his rise to
riches during the perestroika period and then
as an increasingly large-scale businessman,
chiefly in oil, with many links to Russian offi-
cials and the Kremlin. He has often operated
through his financial company, Millhouse
Holdings. Most remarkably, from 2000-8 he
was Governor of Chukota, a remote province
in Russia’s far east, where he spent over $1
billion of his own money on local develop-
ment. Since about 2003, he has emerged with
a very high media profile in Britain, and lives
much of the time in London. His ownership
of Chelsea Football Club has assured him
constant publicity, as has his lavish spending
on mansions in Knightsbridge and Sussex.
Believed to be a large-scale purchaser of art
works, he owns at least five luxury yachts.
In 2008, the Sunday Times ‘Rich List’ credited
him with a fortune of £11.8 billion. He ranked
as Britain’s second-richest man.
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ABRAMS, HARRIETT (c1758-8 March
1821), soprano and composer, and ABRAMS,
THEODOSIA (c1769—4 November 1849), con-
tralto. Probably London-born, they often
performed as a duo, both in the concert hall
and at private functions. They and four of
their sisters, including singer Jane (c1766—
c1814) and pianist Eliza (c1776-1831), were
baptised in 1791. At the start of her career
Harriett sang for five seasons at the Drury
Lane Theatre, making her debut there as the
‘Little Gypsy’ in May Day, an afterpiece writ-
ten for her by David Garrick. Another of her
notable roles there was in 1779 as an Italian
girl in Sheridan’s The Critic. During the 1780s
she was a leading concert soloist in London,
and also appeared on the provincial stage.
She performed at the Handel commemor-
ation concerts in Westminster Abbey. She was
a successful composer of songs, including a
selection dedicated to Queen Charlotte. Her
The Orphan’s Prayer and Crazy Jane were espe-
cially popular. Theodosia apparently debuted
in 1783. One of their sisters, a G. Abrams,
appeared at Drury Lane in child roles dur-
ing Harriett’s final two seasons there, and
their brothers, violinist William and cellist
Charles, were professional musicians.

ODNB; JE.

ABRAMS, MAX (11 August 19o7—5 November
1995), percussionist and drum teacher. Born
in Glasgow, he played as a drummer with
many notable bands during the 1930s and
1940s, including those of Sydney *Lipton,
Geraldo (Gerald *Bright), Sid *Phillips, and
*Ambrose. During the Second World War he
toured variety halls and coached cadet bands
in the RNVR. Subsequently he joined other
bands. Regarded as one of Britain’s foremost
drum teachers, he wrote drum tutor manuals
and 50 jazz tutor books.

Chilton, WWB].

ABRAMSKY, CHIMEN (5 March 1917-14
March 2010), academic, and ABRAMSKY,
Dame JENNY (7 October 1946-), radio execu-
tive. Chimen (pronounced Shimon) was born
in Minsk. The son of Yehezkel *Abramsky,
he graduated BA from the Hebrew University

of Jerusalem and MA from the University of
Oxford. He was Reader in Jewish History,
and afterwards Goldsmid Professor of
Hebrew and Jewish Studies, at UCL. He
then became Senior Fellow at St Antony’s
College, Oxford. He served as President of
the JHSE and published extensively in the
field of Jewish history. His daughter Jenny
was born in London, attended Holland Park
School, and read English at the University
of East Anglia. In 1969 she joined the BBC,
and in 1973 became Editor of The World at
One. The first female Editor of the Today pro-
gramme, she then launched Five Live, the
continuous news and sport radio station,
and later News 24 on television. She also
originated the BBC’s online news website. In
1999 she became Director of BBC radio, and
was appointed DBE in the 2009 New Year
Honours List. She received a Jewish Care
Woman of Distinction Award in 199o0. Her
cousin Samson Abramsky (12 March 1953-),
educated at the *Hasmonean Grammar
School and at King’s College, Cambridge,
is a distinguished computer scientist. He
held professorial posts at Imperial College,
London, and at Edinburgh University, and
in 2000 he became Christopher Strachey
Professor of Computing at the University of
Oxford. He was elected FRS in 2004. Another
cousin is Raphael *Samuel.

JC (x6 April 2010); JYB; WW; online sources.

ABRAMSKY, YEHEZKEL (c7 February
1886—19 September 1976), Orthodox rabbi
and dayan. Born in Dashkovtsy, Lithuania,
the son of a timber merchant, he studied at
notable yeshivot and became a rabbi. A prom-
inent opponent of the Stalin regime’s sup-
pression of Jewish culture, he was arrested
in 1929 and, cheating a demand for the death
sentence, was condemned without trial to
five years’ hard labour in Siberia. Following
diplomatic intervention he was in 1931 given
a month to leave Russia and from 1932-5
was rabbi of London’s *Machzike Hadath
Congregation. Unwilling to endanger two of
his sons trapped inside Russia, he declined
appointment as Chief Rabbi of Palestine in
succession to A. I. *Kook. He headed the
*United Synagogue’s Beth Din from 1935-57,
and then retired to Jerusalem. Chief among
his many works was the 24-volume Hazon



Yehezkel, a commentary on the Tosefta.
Chimen *Abramsky was his son.

ODNB; EJ; JC (24 Sept., 1, 8 Oct 1976); Alderman, MBJ.

ABSE, DANIEL (DANNIE) (22 September
1923-), poet and author. One of the best-
known Anglo-Jewish poets of recent decades,
in contrast to most Anglo-Jewish writers he
was born in Cardiff, and his works reflect his
Welsh roots. The son of a solicitor and cinema
owner, heserved in the RAF during the Second
World War; studied medicine at the University
of Wales, the Westminster Hospital, and KCL;
and practised as a physician. From 1947-54
he edited the magazine Poetry and Poverty. His
first volume of poetry, After Every Green Thing,
appeared in 1949. He has published numerous
collections since, including White Coat, Purple
Coat: Collected Poems 1948—-1988 (1991). Many
of his poems reflect his Jewish background.
He has also written several autobiographical
novels, including Ash on a Young Man’s Sleeve
(1954) and Some Corner of an English Field (1956),
several dramas, and autobiographical works
such as Encounters (2001) and the much-praised
Goodbye, Twentieth Century (2001). For most of
his writing career he has lived in Hampstead,
where he used to write a column for the local
newspaper. He has received numerous awards
for his work. Leo *Abse and the psychiatrist
[David] Wilfred Abse (1914—2005), whose car-
eer was spent mainly in America, were his
brothers.

WW; EJ; J. Cowen, ed., The Poetry of Dannie Abse
(1983); T. Curtis, Dannie Abse (1985).

ABSE, LEOPOLD (LEO) (22 April 1917-19
August 2008), politician and author. Born in
Cardiff, the brother of Dannie *Abse, he was
educated at Howard Gardens High School and
atthe LSE, and qualified as a solicitor. Involved
in Labour politics from 1934, he visited Spain
in 1939 at the close of the Spanish Civil War.
During the Second World War he served in the
RAF, where he took a left-wing perspective to
the so-called ‘Forces Parliament’. Afterwards
he established a large firm of solicitors
in Cardiff, where in 1948 he set up a Poale
Zion branch, which he chaired. He became
a Labour councillor in 1953 and was elected
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MP for Pontypool at a by-election in 1958. In
1983 the safe seat was renamed Torfaen. He
remained its MP until he retired in 1987, and
for years was noted for dressing with flam-
boyant eccentricity each Budget day. He was
anoted believer in psychotherapy, often refer-
ring to itin his speeches, and his liberal views
were often based in psychoanalysis. He was
an important force in liberalising the laws
on homosexuality and divorce, and was an
opponent of nuclear weapons. But he took
notably conservative views on some issues,
describing pop star Alice Cooper’s act as ‘the
culture of the concentration camp’, favour-
ing restrictions on abortion, and opposing
Welsh devolution. He was a strong supporter
of Israel. As a writer he specialised in ‘psy-
cho-biographies’ of prominent politicians,
including Margaret, Daughter of Beatrice (1989)
on Margaret Thatcher and a similar work on
Tony Blair, The Man Behind the Smile (1996). He
belonged to the Cardiff New Synagogue.

JC (29 Aug. 2008); Guardian (20 Aug. 2008); DT (21
Aug. 2008); WWW; Jolles; Stenton.

ACADEMIC ASSISTANCE COUNCIL see
SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF SCI-
ENCE AND LEARNING

ACKLAND, RODNEY (18 May 1908-6
December 1991), playwright. He was born
Norman Ackland Bernstein in Southend,
Essex, the son of a mantle manufacturer from
Warsaw who made and then lost a fortune in
the jewellery trade, and a non-Jewish mother
who had been a musical comedy star. Educated
at Balham Grammar School, he became a
London shop assistant and stage actor before
embarking on a prolific play-writing career
that had its heyday in the 1930s, 1940s, and
early 1950s.

ODNB.

ACKNER, Sir DESMOND JAMES CONRAD
(18 September 1920—21 March 2006), judge.
He was born in Islington, the son of a fashion-
able Vienna-born dentist; his mother was Sir
Raphael *Tuck’s paternal aunt. Although both
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of his parents were Jewish, he later became
an Anglican. He was educated at Highgate
School and at Clare College, Cambridge.
During the Second World War he served in the
Royal Artillery and in the Admiralty’s Naval
Law Branch. Called to the Bar by the Middle
Temple in 1945 (QC, 1962), he became a high-
profile libel barrister, but was also involved
in other well-known cases, for example rep-
resenting the Aberfan Parents’ and Residents’
Association. He served as Chairman of the Bar
Council from 1968—70, as a Judge of the Court
of Appeal of Jersey and Guernsey (1967—71),
as a Judge of the High Court (1971-80), as a
Lord Justice of Appeal (1980-6), and as a Lord
of Appeal in Ordinary (1986—92). Knighted in
1971, he was made a Privy Councillor in 1980
and a life peer in 1986. On the bench he was
known for his conservative opinions.

ODNB; WWW; JC (24 March 1972).

ADAM, Sir KENNETH (5 February 1921-),
film production designer. Born Klaus Hugo
Adam in Berlin, he moved to England in 1934
and was educated at St Paul’s School and at the
Bartlett School of Architecture. He served in
the RAF during the Second World War, before
he had been naturalised as a British subject,
and was the only person who was technically
a German national to serve in the RAF during
that war. He began designing sets for British
films in the mid-1950s, and is best known for
creating the futuristic sets for the early James
Bond films between 1962 and 1979. In all, he
created the sets and designs for more than
70 films, and won two Academy Awards for
Best Art Direction, in 1975 and 1994. He was
knighted in 2003.

WW; C. Frayling, Ken Adam: The Art of Production
Design (2005); online sources.

ADDLESTONE, near Runnymede, Surrey, had
asmallJewish congregation during the 1940s,
consisting of evacuees from East London. It
held services at the Baptist Church, Crouch
Oak Lane. Affiliated to the *Federation of
Synagogues, the congregation, comprising
families living at Addlestone and Chertsey
and calling itself first the Addlestone and
District Jewish Congregation and by 1945 the

Addlestone Federated Hebrew Synagogue,
was founded in August 1941 and disbanded in
around 1947.

JC (15 Aug., 19 Sept., 7 Nov. 1941, 5 Jan. 1945);
JCR-UK.

ADELSTEIN, ABRAHAM MANIE (28 March
191618 October 1992), medical statistician.
Born at Trichard, Transvaal, the son of a
miller, he studied medicine at the University
of the Witwatersrand and became Director
of Medical Research and Statistics at South
African Railways. Settling in Britain in 1961,
he was until 1967 Senior Lecturer in Social
and Preventive Medicine at the University of
Manchester. From 196781 he served as Chief
Medical Statistician in the General Register
Office, where he facilitated research and
subjected health data to an in-depth analysis
wherever possible in order to identify where
public health improvements could be focused.
He chaired the Society for Social Medicine and
the medical section of the Royal Statistical
Society. In 1977 he was elected FRCP.

ODNB; WWW; BM]J (28 Nov. 1992); JC (25 Dec. 1992).

ADLER, ELKAN NATHAN (1861-1946), bib-
liophile, collector, and author. London-born,
the only son of Chief Rabbi N. M. *Adler’s
second marriage, he was educated at the City
of London School, the University of London,
and *Jews’ College. He acquired many of the
manuscripts in his collection as a solicitor vis-
iting overseas clients, including about 25,000
Cairo Genizah fragments. Among his items of
Anglo-Jewish relevance was a document relat-
ing to dealings with a monastery, which was
probably taken to Egypt by medieval English
Jews before the Expulsion. Another relevant
find inspired his article ‘Hebrew Elegies on
English Monarchs’ (JHSET, 2, 1894-5). His
publications included Jews in Many Lands
(19o5), About Hebrew Manuscripts (190s5), A
Gazetteer of Hebrew Printing (1917), and a history
of London Jewry (1930) for the JPSA’s ‘Jewish
Communities’ series. His many Jewish com-
munal posts included the presidency of the
JHSE and committee membership of the
Chovevei Zion Association. In 1917 he openly
criticised the anti-Zionist stance of the Joint



Foreign Committee of the *Board of Deputies
and the AJA. In 1923, as the result of a busi-
ness associate’s embezzlements, he sold his
collection of about 4500 manuscripts and
some 30,000 printed books of Judaica to the
Jewish Theological Seminary of New York.

JE; EJ; JC (20 Sept. 1946); E. Marmorstein, The
Scholarly Life of Elkan Adler (1962).

ADLER, HANS GUNTHER (2 July 19ro—2r1
August 1988), historian, novelist, and poet.
A doctoral graduate of his native Prague’s
German University, where he studied music-
ology and literature, he arrived in Britain
in 1947 having survived Theresienstadt,
Auschwitz (where his wife had died), and
other horrors. Writing in German, he dedi-
cated his life, through prose and poetry, to
memorialising the Holocaust. He produced a
number of books, published on the Continent.
One of the earliest, Theresienstadt, 1941—45
(1955), won the Leo Baeck Prize in 1958; his
Der verwaltete Mensch (‘The Suppressed Man’;
1974) won a German award; and his novel
Panorama a Swiss award. A survey of German
Jewry from the Enlightenment to the Nazi
era was published in translation as The Jews in
Germany (1969). He was President of the PEN
Centre German Language Authors Abroad.

JC (26 Aug. 1988); Times (23 Aug. 1988); New York
Times (24 Aug. 1988); Guardian (27 Aug. 1988).

ADLER, HENRIETTA (NETTIE) (1 December
1868-15 April 1950), social worker, local pol-
itician, and magistrate. Born in London
and educated privately, she had a strained
relationship with her father, Chief Rabbi
Hermann *Adler. In 1894 he stymied her love
affair with a Liverpool Jew of whom he dis-
approved, and when, as a Liberal candidate
for the LCC in 1904, she campaigned against
state aid for faith schools, he spoke out.
Nevertheless, she remained Orthodox. Early
in her career she was a member of the Jewish
Board of Guardians’ Visiting Committee and
of the Jewish Religious Education Board, and
later of that of the *United Synagogue. She
was a council member of the AJA and Vice-
President of the Union of Jewish Women, and
edited Sermons by the Rev. A. A. Green (1935). For
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many years she was Central Hackney’s elected
representative on the LCC, of which she was
Deputy Chairman (1922-3). Keenly interested
in slum clearance and housing schemes, she
contributed a chapter entitled ‘Jewish Life
and Labour in East London’ to the book
New Survey of London Life and Labour (1934).
Becoming a JP in 1920, she was an authority
on young offenders. She was appointed CBE

in 1934.

ODNB; JC (21 April 1950); Alderman, London Jewry;
idem, MBJ.

ADLER, HERBERT MARCUS (16 January
1876—24 August 1940), barrister and educa-
tionist, and ADLER, MARCUS NATHAN
(17 June 1837—25 February 1911), actuary and
communal leader. Hanover-born Marcus
Adler, the brother of Chief Rabbi Hermann
*Adler, was taught privately by M. M.
*Kalisch, and then attended UCS and UCL
(MA 1859; Fellow). In 1854 he became Sir
Moses *Montefiore’s confidential secretary;
he visited the Holy Land in 1884 and 1906. He
joined the Alliance Assurance Company in
1857, and was its Actuary from 1867-1902. He
devised a system of cheap fares for workmen
that was adopted by the LCC on trains and
trams. A founder of the London Mathematical
Society, he was elected FIA and FSS. In 1863
he founded the Stepney Jewish Schools, and
was President until his death, when his son
Herbert succeeded him. He was founder of
the East London Synagogue, a warden of the
*Bayswater Synagogue, and a member of the
Council of *Jews’ College, where he gave sev-
eral lectures. His annotated standard edition
of The Itinerary of Benjamin of Tudela was pub-
lished in 1907. Herbert, educated at the City
of London School and at St John’s College,
Cambridge (Stewart of Rannoch Scholar in
Hebrew; Whewell Scholar of International
Law; and MacMahon Law Scholar; MA, 19o0r;
LLM, 1901), was called to the Bar by the
Middle Temple in 19o1. He did not resume
legal practice after the First World War, dur-
ing which he was Captain and Adjutant in the
RASC (MBE, 1920). In 1922 he was appointed
Director of Jewish Religious Education by the
Jewish War Memorial Council; in this connec-
tion he wrote Special Prayer Book for Children’s
Services (1929). His publications included sev-
eral works on law and on Jewish topics. With
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Arthur *Davis he edited The New Machzor (6
vols, 1904—9). He left his library to the HUJ.

JC (12 Dec. 1902, 3 March, 7 April 1911, 24 Aug., 6
Sept. 1940).

ADLER, HERMANN (30 May 1839-18 July
1911), Chief Rabbi. Born in Hanover, he
arrived in London in 1845 when his father,
N. M. *Adler, assumed the *Chief Rabbinate.
Educated at UCS and UCL, he received his
rabbinical diploma in Prague in 1862 after
two years’ study there. That same year
he obtained a PhD from the University of
Leipzig for his thesis on Druidism, and in
1863 became Temporary Principal of *Jews’
College. Groomed by his father as succes-
sor, in 1864 he was ordained minister of the
*Bayswater Synagogue, where he developed
the remarkably impressive preaching style
that, together with an urbane manner and
social grace, became his hallmark. In 1879 he
took over many of the duties of Chief Rabbi,
and he was appointed to that office on his
father’s death in 1891, although he lacked the
latter’s abilities as a Talmudist. Regarding
himself as the Anglo-Jewish counterpart
of the Archbishop of Canterbury, he styled
himself ‘The Very Reverend’, and in outward
dress imitated the senior Anglican clergy.
A Tory and staunch patriot, he enjoyed the
friendship of King Edward VII and was deco-
rated with the RVO. In the synagogues under
his jurisdiction he allowed certain practices,
such as mixed choirs, which conflicted with
stricter interpretations of Orthodoxy, and
was apparently not as vigilant regarding the
provision of kosher meat under his author-
ity as he might have been. He repeatedly
denounced political Zionism and would not
condemn the Aliens Act of 1905. He opposed
trade unionism. But what appealed to the
acculturated Anglo-Jews of the *United
Synagogue perplexed and even alienated
the Eastern European Jews who flocked
to Britain in the final three decades of his
tenure, and with them his relations were
fraught, resulting in the establishment of
the *Federation of Synagogues, and almost
in total schism.

ODNB; JC (21 July 1911); G. Alderman, ‘The British
Chief Rabbinate: A Most Peculiar Practice’, European
Judaism, 23 (1990), 45-58.

ADLER, JACOB PAVLOVITCH (1 January
1855—31 May 1926), actor-manager. His father
Feivel (Pavel), a struggling Orthodox grain
merchant in Odessa, was apparently a dis-
tant relative of Chief Rabbi N. M. *Adler.
Employed initially as a municipal clerk, Jacob
joined Abraham Goldfaden’s Yiddish theatre
troupe in 1879. He travelled with them exten-
sively in Eastern Europe in increasingly prom-
inent roles. In 1882 he formed his own com-
pany, and the following year responded to a
Tsarist ban on Yiddish productions by leaving
for London, where he and his first wife, Sonya
(néeOberlander; d. 1885), pioneered the genre,
playing to immigrant audiences in the East
End. From March 1886 he and his company
performed with great success at the Hebrew
Social and Dramatic Club’s new premises at
Princes (now Princelet) Street, Spitalfields,
where a stampede among the audience fol-
lowing a false rumour of fire claimed 17 lives
in January 1887. Soon afterwards Adler left
for the USA, where a distinguished career in
Yiddish theatre awaited him. His son by Sonya
went into acting, as did his daughter by his
second wife, Dinah *Feinman. The renowned
American acting coach Stella Adler (1go1—92)
and the celebrated American actor Luther
Adler (1903-84) were among his children by
his third wife, Sara (née Levitski), who had
acted with him in London. His memoir, My
Life on the Stage, translated from the Yiddish,
was published in 1999.

ODNB; JE; EJ; L. Rosenfeld Adler, Bright Star of Exile:
Jacob Adler and the Yiddish Theatre (1977).

ADLER, JANKEL (JAKUB) (26 July 1895—25
April 1949), painter and printmaker. The son
ofa Chasidic timber and coal dealerin Tuszyn,
Poland, he trained as a goldsmith in Belgrade
and studied art in Germany, where he lived
from 1922-33. He then moved to France, but
from 1935-7 lived in Poland, where he con-
tributed cartoons and sketches to Jewish pub-
lications. In 1940 he enlisted, in France, in
the free Polish army, with which he arrived in
Scotland. Soondischarged on health grounds,
he settled in Glasgow, relocating in 1943 to
London. The piteous spectacle of soldiers
crippled in action led to his masterpiece, The
Mutilated. He also depicted Jewish subjects.
For a number of young British artists he was
an influential link with the European avant-



garde, and he introduced them to the tech-
nique of ‘offset’ monotype. In 1945 he moved
to Aldbourne, Wiltshire. He had abackground
of left-wing activity, and owing to his con-
tacts with anarchist groups his application
for British citizenship was denied. He died of
a heart attack shortly afterwards. There have
been monographs about him in German as
well as in English.

ODNB; Ben Uri Story; ]C (29 April 1949).

ADLER, LAWRENCE CECIL (LARRY) (10
February 1914—7 August 2001), harmonica
player and composer. A plumber’s son, born
in Baltimore, Maryland, where he briefly
studied piano at the Peabody Conservatory
of Music, he won the Maryland harmon-
ica championship in 1927 and subsequently
achieved recognition in New York, raising
the harmonica’s status from toy to legit-
imate instrument. At the end of the Second
World War, in acts of emotion-laden symbol-
ism, he played The Battle Hymn of the Republic
on the balcony of Hitler’s former chancellery
in Berlin and Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue at
the Nuremberg stadium. He also played for
survivors in the liberated camps. A victim of
McCarthyism, he moved to Britain in 1949. He
composed the Oscar-nominated score to the
film Genevieve (1953); owing to McCarthyism,
American distributors insisted that his name
be deleted from the credits, so another was
substituted. He afterwards composed the
music for several other films. During the Six
Day War he entertained Israeli troops, and
recorded Jerusalem of Gold and Sharm el Sheik.
In later life he turned to writing, but was in
constant demand on the harmonica, despite
its waning popularity.

ODNB; JC (10 Aug. 2001).

ADLER, MICHAEL (27 July 1868-30
September 1944), Orthodox minister, military
chaplain, educationist, and historian. Born in
Spitalfields, the son of a tailor, he was edu-
cated at *Jews’ College and UCL. From 18go—
1903 he was minister of the Hammersmith
Synagogue, and simultaneously (1893-1903)
was Senior Hebrew Master at the JFS. From
1903—34 he was minister of the Central

Adler, Nathan Marcus 17

Synagogue. A chaplain in the Territorial
Force (1909—26), he was twice mentioned in
despatches when Senior Jewish Chaplain in
France (1915-18) and received the DSO. He
made many valuable contributions to Anglo-
Jewish historiography, and was President of
the JHSE from 1934-6. His works included
Prayer Book for Jewish Sailors and Soldiers (st
ed. 1914), Experiences of a Jewish Chaplain on the
Western Front (1920), The Jews of the Empire and
the Great War (1922), British Jewry Book of Honour
(1922), and Jews of Medieval England (1939), as
well as textbooks on Hebrew grammar.

JC (20 Oct. 1944); WWW.

ADLER, MICHAEL WILLIAM (12 June
1939-), genito-urinary specialist. Educated
at Bryanston School, he qualified at the
Middlesex Hospital Medical School (1965).
He has lectured in genito-urinary medicine
at various teaching hospitals, and has acted
as advisor on AIDS and on all aspects of ven-
ereology to many high level health-related
organisations. He chaired the Royal College
of Physicians’ Committee on Genito-Urinary
Medicine (1987—91), and was Chairman of
the National AIDS Trust (1991). In 1986 he
became founding Editor of the journal AIDS,
and has written such books as ABC of Sexually
Transmitted Diseases (1984) and ABC of AIDS
(1987). In 1999 he was appointed CBE.

ADLER, NATHAN MARCUS (15 January
1803—21 January 1890), chief rabbi. A rabbi’s
son, bornaBritish subjectin Hanover, he hada
broad post-Haskalah education thatcombined
Orthodox learning with secular subjects. He
attended several German universities, and in
1828 obtained both his PhD and rabbinical
ordination. In 1829 he was appointed Chief
Rabbi of Oldenburg, transferring that same
year to his birthplace. Combining his general
education with sound Talmudic scholarship,
he succeeded Solomon *Hirschell in 1845, and
as the first British Chief Rabbi to be elected
(1844) with the participation of provincial
communities as well as London’s Ashkenazi
ones he could and did claim unprecedented
authority, which he ensured extended to the
colonies. A fervent preacher, he supported
Jewish political emancipation in principle but
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did little actively to aid the cause since he con-
sidered other issues more pressing. Jewish
education was a major concern, for apart
from the Talmud Torah class at the JFS he
found little that reached the standard he had
known abroad: he especially lamented what
he saw as a lack of first-rate Jewish schools
for the middle classes. On his initiative *Jews’
College was established as a boys’ school
and to train Jewish ministers under his rab-
binic hegemony, which was further strength-
ened with the foundation of the *United
Synagogue. In 1868 he was the defendant in
an important legal action (Schott vs Adler),
the outcome of which upheld his right to con-
demn as trefa meat sold by butchers whose
licences had been withdrawn by him: thus his
supremacy over shechitah regulations was
confirmed. In response to demands for litur-
gical reforms he granted some concessions,
with marked reluctance. He founded the
Hospital Sunday movement for simultaneous
fundraising for hospitals by places of worship
irrespective of creed. In view of his advancing
years he in 1880 appointed his son Hermann
*Adler as ‘delegate’ Chief Rabbi and moved to
Brighton, where on Sabbaths and festivals he
held services at his home. The most import-
ant of his publications, which included col-
lections of his sermons, his responsa, and his
lectures on the Talmud, was Netinah la-Ger (‘A
Gift to the Proselyte’; Vilna, 1875), a commen-
tary on the Targum of Onkelos. At the time of
his death he was working on a commentary
on the Targum of Jonathan ben Uzziel.

ODNB; JE; EJ; JC (24 Jan. 1890).

ADLER, SAUL AARON (17 May 1895—25 January
1966), parasitologist. Born in Karelitz, Russia,
the son of Rabbi Sinai Adler, he was brought
up in Leeds from 1900, qualifying in medicine
at the University of Leeds. From 1917—20 he
served in the RAMC in Mesopotamia, where
he developed an interest in tropical medi-
cine. Having obtained a diploma from the
Liverpool Hospital for Tropical Diseases he
researched malaria in Sierra Leone. In 1933 he
received the Chalmers Medal from the Royal
Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene,
and from 1934 until his death was a profes-
sor in the Microbiology Department of the
HUJ. He became the world expert on leish-
maniasis and developed serological methods

(including Adler’s Test) for the identification
of its strains. In 1947 he was appointed OBE,
and was elected FRS (1957) and FRCP (1958).
In 1957 he was awarded the Israel Prize for
Medical Science. He translated Darwin’s On
the Origin of Species into Hebrew.

Munk’s Roll, 6; Lancet (5 Feb. 1966); Times (26 Jan.
1966); Biog. Mem. FRS; BMJ (5 Feb. 1966).

ADLEY, ROBERT JAMES (2 March 1935-13
May 1993), politician. Born in Brighton, the
son of a film advertising company director,
he was educated at Uppingham School and
became an executive in the hotel industry.
From 1965-8 he was a member of Slough
Borough Council. Hewaselected Conservative
MP for Bristol North-East in 1970, and then
for Christchurch and Lymington from
February 1974 until his death. He was noted
for his positive interest in railways and pub-
lic transport and for disdaining his Jewish
origins. He converted to Anglicanism, stu-
diously avoided contact with the Jewish com-
munity, was staunchly pro-Arab and hostile
to Israel, and chaired the British-Jordanian
Parliamentary Group.

JC (26 Oct. 1973, 17 Sept. 1976, 21 May 1993); Jolles;
Stenton; WWW.

ADOLPHUS FAMILY, physicians, barristers,
and authors. Jacob Adolphus was a foun-
der member of the Ashkenazi Synagogue
in London and a stockholder in the Bank of
England during the late seventeenth cen-
tury. Most of his family continued to live in
Holland and Prussia, including his grandson
Simcha Adolphus, who was personal phys-
ician to Frederick the Great. Simcha’s brother
Michael (Meir) Adolphus (d. 1785) was a prom-
inent figure in London Jewish life. He was
one of the original members of the *Board
of Deputies and was a Warden of the *Great
Synagogue. His nephew John Adolphus (7
August 1768-16 July 1846) was sent to St Kitts
at the age of 15, but returned to London and
married the daughter of an Anglican clergy-
man. He became a solicitor in 1790 and wrote
pamphlets for Lord Addington and other
politicians. Called to the Bar in 1807 by the
Inner Temple, he became a leading member



of the Home Circuit, specialising in criminal
cases. He is best remembered for defending
the Cato Street conspirators in 1820. He was
also a well-regarded historian, publishing
The History of England from the Accession of King
George III to the Conclusion of the Peace in 1783 (3
vols, 1802), and other works. He was carica-
tured by Cruikshank as a Jew, although he
had few ties with the community. His daugh-
ter Emily Henderson wrote his biography,
Recollections of the Public Career and Private Life
of the Late John Adolphus (1871), and was also
a poet. John’s son John Leycester Adolphus
(28 August 1794—24 December 1862) was
educated at Merchant Taylor’s school and
St John’s College, Oxford, where he won
the Newdigate Prize in poetry, and in 1822
became a barrister (Inner Temple, of which
he was later a Bencher). Interested in litera-
ture, he wrote a work showing that Sir Walter
Scott wrote the anonymously authored
Waverley novels, and he later became a friend
of Scott. He held the post of Solicitor General
of Durham (from 1855) and was a Judge of the
Marylebone County Court. Another branch of
the family included army physician Sir Jacob
Adolphus (1775-1 January 1845). One of the
first Jews to attain senior rank in the British
Army, for which he too needed to profess
Anglicanism, he began his career in 1795 as a
hospital mate, and became an MD. He served
throughout the world with British forces and
became Inspector-General of Army Hospitals
and Physician-General to the Militia Forces
in Jamaica, and a major-general. He was
knighted in July 1840.

ODNB; EJ; JHSET, 15 (1939—45), I7; Annual Register for
1845.

AGRAN, LINDA VALERIE (9 May 1947-), tele-
vision film script editor and producer. Born
in London, she left Queen Elizabeth Girls’
Grammar School, Barnet, at 15. While a sec-
retary in a theatrical agency she progressed
to reading and assessing scripts, which led
to her becoming European story editor for
Warner Brothers, and ultimately a leading fig-
ure in the television industry. From 1986 she
was Controller of Drama at London Weekend
Television, and from 1989 Chief Executive of
Paravision (UK). In 1993 she formed Agran
Barton TV, remaining its chief executive until
2000. She has produced such television series
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as Widows, which earned her a BAFTA nomin-
ation; Poirot; and London’s Burning, as well as a
number of films.

JC (24 June 1983); WW; online sources.

AGUDAT HA-SOZYALISTIM HA-IVRIM
(‘Hebrew Socialist Union’), the first Jewish
socialist workers’ organisation ever formed,
was founded in the East End of London in
May 1876 by A. S. *Lieberman, who produced
recruitment handbills in Yiddish. It aimed to
spread socialist ideas among working-class
immigrant Jews, to marshal them to resist
‘oppressors’, and to liaise with other workers’
organisations. Beginning with ten members
itreached 38 in its brief eight-month existence
Most members were tailors and cabinetmak-
ers from the Tsarist Empire. Other immigrant
Jews spurned it, largely owing to the attack
on religious tradition that Lieberman made
in the recruitment meeting in the Zetland
Hall, Mansell Street, which had attracted an
audience of several hundred and broke up in
disorder owing to the vigorous opposition of
the communal leadership, including the East
End’s Rabbi Hirsch *Dainow and the asper-
sions made by the JC. Failing to make head-
way, the Union dissolved in December the
same year.

EJ; Gartner, Jewish Immigrant; P. Elman, ‘The
Beginnings of the Jewish Trade Union Movement in
England’, JHSET, 17 (1951-2), 57-8; Alderman, MBI.

AGUILAR, EMANUEL ABRAHAM (23 August
1824-18 February 1904), composer and pian-
ist. A brother of Grace *Aguilar, he was born
in Clapham. His father, Emanuel Aguilar
(5 May 1787-18 January 1845), a composer,
pianist, and music teacher, wrote A Little
Book about Learning the Pianoforte (1866). The
younger Emanuel studied at Frankfurt, and
was, in 1847, the first person to play Chopin’s
F minor concerto there. He was later based in
London, where his final public performance
occurred in 1897. He performed at many con-
certs in Germany. His compositions included
the operas Wave King (1855) and The Bridal
Wreath (1863), symphonies, overtures, canta-
tas, chamber music, piano pieces, and songs.
He harmonised a collection of tunes under
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the title The Ancient Melodies of the Liturgy of the
Spanish and Portuguese Jews (1857), to which Rev
D. A. *de Sola provided a preface. Despite his
and his wife Sarah Lindo’s close family ties to
the *Bevis Marks Synagogue their four chil-
dren were raised as Christians; one rejoined
the Jewish faith.

JC (31 March 1848, 26 Feb. 1904); JHSET, 16 (1945—51),
148; Hyamson, Sephardim; F. Padzirek, Universal-
Handbuch Musikliteratur, 1 (1967); J. Brown and S.
Stratton, British Musical Biography (1897).

AGUILAR, GRACE (2 June 1816-16 Septem-
ber 1847), novelist, poet, and historian. Born
in Hackney, the sister of E. A. *Aguilar, she
had a keen sense of history and took pride
in her Jewish heritage. Intent on counter-
ing conversionist propaganda, she wrote
such works as The Spirit of Judaism (1842)
and The Jewish Faith (1846), and contributed
to Charlotte Elizabeth *Tonna’s Christian
Lady’s Magazine. She also wrote Women in
Israel (1845), a study of biblical heroines. Her
novel Records of Israel (1844) depicts the plight
of Iberian Jewry during the Inquisition. With
her ‘History of the Jews in England’, pub-
lished anonymously in Chamber’s Miscellany
during 1847, she became the first Jewish
historian of Anglo-Jewry. That same year,
shortly before she left for Frankfurt, where
she died, she received a testimonial from
several hundred Anglo-Jewish women: ‘You
have vindicated our social and spiritual
equality with our brethren in faith; You have
by your own excellent example triumphantly
refuted the aspersion that the Jewish religion
unmoved the heart of the Jewish woman’. She
also wrote novels on non-Jewish themes.

ODNB; EJ; JE; JC (16 April, 8 Oct. 1847); V] (3 Dec.
1847); Beth-Zion L. Abrahams, ‘Grace Aguilar: A
Centenary Tribute’, JHSET, 16 (1945—51), 137—48;
Galchinsky.

AJEX see ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH
EX-SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN

AKIVA PRIMARY SCHOOL see MARMUR,
DOW

ALBERMAN, ALBERT (c189r—September
1971), businessman and philanthropist. Born
in Lithuania, as a youth he made aliyah to
Palestine and remained a lifelong Zionist. He
came to England, where he was apprenticed
to a pharmacist and studied at the University
of Manchester. In 1920 he began import-
ing Innoxa skin cream from France, and, in
the 1930s manufactured it from factories in
England. He later founded the firm of Beauté
Ltd. Like his son Kenneth Bernard Alberman
(1926—71), apharmacistwho ran the UK branch
of Innoxa, he gave generously to the HUJ and
to other Jewish charities. His Berlin-born
daughter-in-law Eva Dorothea Alberman (née
Altmann; 16 August 1929-) FRCP, FRCOG,
FFCM, is a specialist in reproductive and
paediatric epidemiology. She studied medi-
cine at Cambridge and the London Hospital,
becoming Professor of Clinical Epidemiology
at the latter and at St Bartholomew’s Hospital,
and has been influential in her field.

JC (z Oct. 1971); Pollins, Economic History.

ALBERT]I, Sir [KURT] GEORGE MATTHEW
MAYER (27 September 1937-), physician.
Educated at Balliol College, Oxford, he held
academic posts at Harvard, Oxford and
Southampton universities. Since 1985 he has
been Professor of Medicine at the University
of Newcastle upon Tyne, where he was Dean
of Medicine (1995-9). A leading expert on
diabetes, he has written numerous medical
books, and innumerable publications in sci-
entific journals. Knighted in 2000, he was
President of the Royal College of Physicians
(1997—2002) and of the International Diabetes
Federation (2000-3).

Ww.

ALBU, AUSTEN HENRY (21 September
1903—23 November 1994), politician and
writer. He was born in London and edu-
cated at Tonbridge School and the City
and Guilds College, where he trained as a
mechanical engineer. From 1930—46 he was
works manager of Aladdin Industries Ltd,
and during 1946—7 worked in the Control
Commission for Germany. He served as
Labour MP for Edmonton from November



1948 until his retirement in February 1974,
and was Minister of State in the Department
of Economic Affairs from January 1965 until
January 1967. He had also served (1962—4) as
Chairman of the Commons’ Parliamentary
and Scientific Committee. He wrote many
works on socialism and technological innov-
ation, emphasising the need to train and
promote capable managers in an expand-
ing economy, and contributed to New Fabian
Essays (1952). He received an honorary degree
from the University of Surrey. Following the
death of his first wife he married (1958) Marie
*Jahoda.

ODNB (Marie Jahoda); Jolles; Stenton; WWW.

ALDERMAN, GEOFFREY (10 February
1944-), historian and columnist. One of the
most productive and widely discussed histo-
rians of Anglo-Jewish life to emerge in recent
decades, he was educated at the University
of Oxford, where he received a First. He was
Professor of Politics and Contemporary
History at Royal Holloway College, London,
and was Pro-Vice-Chancellor and Professor at
Middlesex University (1994—9) before holding
senior posts at Touro College in New York, and
at the American Intercontinental University
in London. His pioneering works on Anglo-
Jewish history include The Jewish Vote in Great
Britain since 1945 (1980), The Jewish Community
in British Politics (1983), The Federation of
Synagogues 1887-1987 (1987), London Jewry and
London Politics, 1889—-1986 (1989), and Modern
British Jewry (1992), the last a comprehensive,
deeplyresearched historyof Anglo-Jewrysince
‘emancipation’ in 1858. He is known for both
his pungency and cogency. In recent years he
has gained a wider audience with his weekly
column in the JC, generally written from an
Orthodox Zionist viewpoint, although he has
regularly attacked the *Board of Deputies and
the *Chief Rabbinate. His Oxford-educated
daughter Naomi Alderman (1974-) won the
2006 Orange Prize for New Writers for her
first novel, Disobedience.

Sunday Times (11 Feb. 2007).

ALDERSHOT, in northern Hampshire,
became an army base during the Crimean
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War, leading to the establishment of a small
Jewish community and the foundation in 1860
of a congregation that worshipped in prem-
ises in High Street. The community’s illustri-
ous son was F. L. *Cohen, whose father was
a general merchant. At the end of the nine-
teenth century the Jewish population num-
bered about 54, excluding soldiers. In 1914
the synagogue was replaced by the Aldershot
Military Synagogue in Barrack Road. It closed
in the 1950s, when there were but a dozen
Jewish permanent residents in town. The
disused burial ground remains in Redan
Road. The community was served by visiting
ministers, who included the Revs. A. Levy, L.
Livingstone, S. Plaskow, Michael *Adler, S.
Lipson, and V. G. *Simmons.

JE; Jolles.

ALEX, EPHRAIM (12 December 1800-13
November 1882), dentist and communal
leader. Born in Cheltenham, he was the son of
foreign-born dentist Solomon Alex (Pinchas
Selig haCohen), who by 1841 was practising
in Finsbury, and of a sister of Isaiah *Jones.
Ephraim practised from 1829 in Blackfriars
and later in Westminster. He married into
his mother’s family and subsequently prac-
tised in New Bond Street with one of his Jones
relatives. He was overseer of the poor of the
Great Synagogue. During the severe winter of
1858—9 he voiced concern for destitute recent
immigrants as yet unaffiliated to one of the
principal London synagogues, for whom
there was no adequate system of charitable
provision. The Jewish Board of Guardians,
set up in 1859, resulted from his vigorous pro-
posal that such a body be established ‘for the
relief of the necessitous foreign poor’. He was
its first President (1859—69) and remained on
its Council until his death. He was a member
of the committee of the *Jews’ Hospital in
Mile End and on the Council of the *United
Synagogue.

ODNB (under Alex, [Edward] Ephraim); JE; JC (17
Nov. 1882, 16 March 1883); Lipman, Jews in Britain;
Alderman, MBJ.

ALEXANDER, ALEXANDER (d. 1807) and
ALEXANDER, LEVI (d. c1834), printers.
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Alexander, the father, born Alexander ben
Judah Loeb, was a pioneer of Jewish publish-
ingin Britain. Initially relying on others to do
the printing, he came to dominate the Jewish
printing trade in London. In 1771, with a
German-Jewish printer, he issued Tephilloth,
an edition of the Ashkenazi prayer book
with English translation. It was made pos-
sible through the generosity of subscribers,
including many non-Jews. He followed this
with many liturgical works, including The
Evening and Morning Service of the Beginning of the
Year (1771) and a Pentateuch with translation
(1785). For many years his son Levi produced
cheap Yiddish almanacs. In 1807 Levi’s pro-
posal to reprint, with corrections, an out-of-
print festival prayer book (machzor) was sty-
mied by rivals with the support of the Chief
Rabbi, on whom Levi consequently launched
a series of intemperate printed criticisms. He
also wrote (1802) a response to Joshua *Van
Oven concerning the Jewish poor, a useful
memoir of Benjamin *Goldsmid (1808), and
arhyming English grammar (1833).

EJ; JE; Katz, JHE.

ALEXANDER, ALEXANDER (1805-February
1887), optician and communal leader. Born in
Sheerness, he moved in 1826 to Exeter where
as an optician he held the Royal Warrant of
two successive British monarchs for over 50
years in total. He patented an eye patch and
authored A Treatise on the Nature of Vision (1833)
and Observations on the Preservation of Sight
(1837). He served as President of the local
Guardians of the Poor and Vice-President
of the Exeter Liberal Association. He was
President of the Exeter Hebrew Congregation
and of the Exeter Jewish Literary Society
established in 1850.

JC (19 Sept. 1845, 16 Aug. 1850, 30 Nov. 1877, 29 Oct.
1880, 25 Feb. 1887).

ALEXANDER, DAVID LINDO (5 October
1842—29 April 1922), barrister and communal
leader, and ALEXANDER, LIONEL LINDO
(1852-31 January 19o1), stockbroker and com-
munal leader. London-born, they were the
sons of a solicitor and of a daughter of David

Abarbanel *Lindo. Educated at the City of
London School, David graduated in mathem-
atics from Trinity College, Cambridgein 1864.
Called to the Bar in 1866 at Lincoln’s Inn (of
which he was eventually elected a Bencher),
he took silkin 1892, and retired in about 1907.
From 1877-1917 he represented the Central
Synagogue on the *Board of Deputies, of
which he was President from 1903-17. In 1906
he spiritedly presented to the Joint Select
Committee on Sunday Trading the case for
Jewish traders who needed to conduct busi-
ness on the Christian Sabbath if they were to
keep their own. An archetypal member of the
acculturated Anglo-Jewish elite, he was out
of sympathy with Eastern European newcom-
ers on several issues. With C. G. *Montefiore,
President of the AJA, he signed a letter that
appeared in The Times (24 May 1917), during
efforts by Chaim *Weizmann and others to
secure British governmental support for a
Jewish national homeland. The letter defined
Anglo-Jewry ‘primarily as a religious com-
munity’ with ‘no separate aspirations in a
political sense’ and criticised Zionist aims
on the grounds that the struggle for Jewish
equality in persecutory lands would be jeop-
ardised and Jews regarded as ‘strangers’ in
their native countries. Alexander’s autocratic
action in signing this letter without consult-
ing the Board of Deputies led to a narrowly
carried vote of censure, and he resigned.
Soon afterwards he joined the League of
British Jews, an anti-Zionist group formed in
response to the *Balfour Declaration. In 1875
Lionel joined the Council of *Jews’ College,
and later became its Vice-President. He served
as President of the Jewish Workingmen’s Club
and Lads’ Institute, and Vice-President of the
Home and Hospital for Jewish Incurables.
Additionally, he sat on the committees of
the Jews’ Infant School, the Stepney Jewish
Schools, and the *Jews’ Hospital and Orphan
Asylum. From 1884—92 he was Hon. Sec. of
the Jewish Board of Guardians, having been
a committee member since 1879, and wrote
its annual reports. An authority on economic
and sociological questions, he testified
before parliamentary select committees on
the sweating system and on emigration and
immigration, and compiled Jewish popula-
tion statistics.

ODNB; JC (8 Feb. 1901, 5 May, 23 June 1922); Cohen,
EZBJ; Kadish, Bolsheviks; JE.



ALEXANDER, FREDERICK WILLIAM (16
February 1859—14 March 1937), physician. He
attended UCS and qualified in medicine at St
Bartholomew’s Hospital. He served as Deputy
Medical Officer at Croydon Union Infirmary’s
contagious wards (1881-3); Assistant Medical
Officer at Mile End Old Town Infirmary
(1884—06) District Medical Officer and Public
Vaccinator, Mile End West District (1886-93);
and Medical Officer of Health for Poplar
and Bromley (1893-1926). He wrote on pub-
lic health issues and their remedies, made
important practical advances in water puri-
fication in public swimming pools, and
devoted his retirement to devising practical
methods of alleviating the plight of the blind
and unskilled. In 1931 he was appointed OBE.

JC (19 March 1937); Times (16 March 1937); WWW;
Medical Directory 1905; Lancet (20 March 1937); BMJ
(27 March 1937).

ALEXANDER, MAURICE (24 December
1889-16 July 1945), barrister and politician.
Educated at McGill University, he became a
leading barrister in his native Montreal and
served with the Canadian forces in France
in the First World War, rising to lieutenant-
colonel in 1916. He served as Judge Advocate-
General in 1917 and was awarded the CMG in
the same year. From 1919—20 he was Secretary
oftheBritish Legationin Washington, DC,and
then settled in London, where he was called
to the Bar (Middle Temple, 1920; KC, 1922).
Elected Liberal MP for South-East Southwark
in 1922, he was defeated in December 1923.
He stood unsuccessfully as a Liberal in 1924
and as a Labour candidate in 1931.

JC (2 Oct. 1924); Jolles; Stenton; WWW.

ALEXANDER, MICHAEL SOLOMON (1
May 1799—23 November 1845), Bishop of
Jerusalem. A rabbi’s son, born in Schénlanke
(now Trzcianka, Poland) in the Grand Duchy
of Posen, Prussia, he taught Talmud and
German before arriving in England in 182o0.
As Michael Solomon (or Zalman) Pollack he
was briefly a tutor in a Jewish household in
Colchester. He served as chazan and shochet
in Norwich (1820-1), Nottingham (1821-3),
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and Plymouth (1823-5). Having been baptised
an Anglican in 1825, his Jewish wife following
suit, he moved to Dublin, and was Secretary to
the Church of Ireland Jews’ Society. Ordained
in 1827, he was then sent to Danzig by the
*London Society for Promoting Christianity
amongst the Jews. Recalled to England in
1830, he became (1832) Professor of Hebrew
and Rabbinical Literature at KCL. During
the Damascus Affair of 1840 he was one of
35 prominent Jewish converts to Christianity
who signed a public statement denouncing
the blood libel as ‘a foul and satanic false-
hood’ against Jews and Judaism. In 1841, at
Lambeth Palace, he was consecrated as the
first Protestant Bishop in Jerusalem, a joint
Anglican-Lutheran initiative. His diocese
included Syria, Iraq, Abyssinia, and Egypt,
where he died. He wrote The Hope of Israel
(1831), The Glory of Mount Zion (1839), and The
Flower Fadeth (1841).

ODNB; EJ; JE; M. W. Corey, From Rabbi to Bishop
(x956).

ALEXANDER, SAMUEL (6 January 1859-13
September 1938), philosopher and academic.
Born in Sydney, Australia, the posthumous
son of a saddler, he was educated at Wesley
College, Melbourne, at Melbourne University,
and at Balliol College, Oxford (Double Firstin
Classics and Mathematics; First in Lit. Hum.;
MA). From 1882—93 he was a Fellow at Lincoln
College, Oxford, the first professing Jew to
hold an Oxbridge fellowship. There he pub-
lished his first book, Moral Order and Progress
(1889). From 1893-1924 he was Professor of
Philosophy at Owens College, Manchester.
His best-known work, Space, Time, and Deity
(1920) grew out of the Gifford Lectures he
delivered in 1917-18. He described himself
as a ‘Realist’, but his work was an attempt to
situate the human mind, consciousness, and
the concept of the Deity into a philosophical
system that embraced recent scientific discov-
eries, especially evolution and the concept of
space-time. It is significantly different from
traditional Idealism, which in some respects
it resembles, and also from the English
tradition of empiricism that developed into
Logical Positivism. He also wrote highly
regarded works on aesthetics. Many honours
came to him, including the presidency of the
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Aristotelian Society (19o8-11 and 1936—)
and numerous academic awards. In 1930 he
became the first Jew appointed to the Order
of Merit (OM). A Zionist, he is credited by
some with introducing Chaim *Weizmann to
Arthur Balfour. A long-bearded man of strik-
ing appearance, he was regarded by a number
of non-Jews as resembling their conception of
Jehovah. B. D. Brettschneider’s The Philosophy
of Samuel Alexander (1964) is one of several
studies of his work.

ODNB; Times (14 Sept. 1938); JC (16, 23 Sept. 1938); J.
G. Slater, introduction to the reprint of Alexander’s
Mortal Order and Progress (2000).

ALIENS ACT (1905), a parliamentary measure
that controlled and restricted immigration
into Britain from areas outside the British
Empire. It applied only to such would-be
immigrants. Since, in accordance with British
law, ‘aliens’ denoted persons who were not
citizens of Britain or its Empire, that term had
no derogatory connotations. The Act is gen-
erally seen as a response to significant immi-
gration by Jews from Eastern Europe to this
country, and especially to a few areas such as
London’s Whitechapel that became ‘Jewish
ghettos’. Agitation to restrict Jewish immi-
gration began in the 1880s and became more
overt as its pace increased. In 1902 a Royal
Commission into this question concluded
that immigration should not be generally
restricted, but that ‘undesirable’ immigrants
should be excluded. The Act of 1905 made it
mandatory for would-be immigrants to arrive
in Britain only at one of a number of desig-
nated ports and gave officials the right to
deny entry to ‘undesirable’ intending settlers,
especially those without any visible means of
support. The Actdid not, as in the restrictions
enacted by the American Congress in the
1920s, establish a ‘quota system’ or numerical
limit on entries. Nor did it apply specifically
to Jews, and, indeed, it is believed that some
continental groups such as Italians were more
heavily affected. Historians believe that the
Aliens Act reduced Jewish immigration from
Eastern Europe to Britain by about one-third
between 1905 and 1914. It should be noted,
however, that recent research has indicated
that the Act in fact had only a limited effect,
and that any decline in Jewish immigration
was due to increased ‘chain migration’ to the

USA. It should also be noted that Britain had
no immigration restrictions of any kind prior
to 1905, and alaw such as the Aliens Act would
inevitably have been enacted at some stage.
In 1919, after the First World War, the 1905
Act was replaced by a much more stringent
measure, the Aliens Order Act, which greatly
reduced immigration to Britain and gave the
Home Office complete discretionary power
over all admissions to the country. This virtu-
ally eliminated European Jewish migration to
Britain until the British government allowed
in many thousands of Jewish immigrants
fleeing from Nazi Germany.

Alderman, MBJ; Lipman, Social History; Rubinstein,
JGB; B. Garner, The Alien Invasion: The Origins of the
Aliens Act of 1905 (1972); A. Godley, Jewish Immigrant
Entrepreneurship in New York and London, 1880—1914:
Enterprise and Culture (2001).

ALLAN (né Cohen), ELKAN PHILIP (8
December 1922-25 June 2006), journalist
and television producer. Born Elkan Philip
Cohen in Cricklewood, the son of a furrier
who later became a printer, he changed his
name in 194o. His grandfather owned one
of the earliest cinemas in London, and his
father ran a roll-a-penny stall at the British
Empire Exhibition of 1924—5 at Wembley.
Educated at the Quintin School, Elkan wrote
and produced shows at the Mowbray Jewish
Youth Club in Edgware, to which Fenella
*Fielding and Cyril *Shaps also belonged,
and in 1945 became a reporter for Picture Post
and other magazines. In that year he also
devised BBC radio’s first quiz shows, Quiz
Timeand Quiz Teams, and, from 1953, was pre-
senter of BBC television’s Armchair Traveller.
He then moved to ITV, where he produced
documentaries and such popular shows as
Double Your Money and Ready, Steady, Go!, the
first (1963—6) weekly television pop music
programme. He then became a television
critic for the Sunday Times, the Independent,
and other publications.

ODNB; JC (17 Sept., 19 Nov. 1965).

ALLAUN, FRANK JULIAN (27 February
1913—26 November 2002), politician. Born
in Manchester and educated at Manchester



Grammar School, he trained as an account-
ant and then became a journalist, serving as
Northern Industrial Correspondent for the
Daily Herald and as Editor (1951—7) of Labout’s
Northern Voice. He was Labour MP for Salford
East from 1955-83. From October 1964 until
March 1965 he was Parliamentary Private
Secretary to the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, resigning after five months in dis-
agreement with the government’s policies.
He served as a member of Labour’s National
Executive Committee from 1967-83 and
as Chairman of the Labour Party during
1978—9. A consistent left-winger — espe-
cially concerned with disarmament issues,
a member of CND, and an organiser of
the Aldermaston marches, he wrote such
works as Stop the H-Bomb Race (1959) and
The Struggle for Peace (1992). In later years he
was concerned with media reform. Never a
champion of Israel in the Commons, during
the Yom Kippur War (1972), unlike all other
Jewish Labour MPs, who voted against the
Conservative government’s proposed arms
embargo on the combatants (which would
in practice affect only Israel), he abstained;
however, in old age he defended Israel
against what he saw as attacks on its right to
exist. Like many British politicians, he had
unexpected interests: he was a ballroom
dancing gold medallist.

JC (13 Dec. 2002); Independent (29 Nov. 2002); Jolles;
Stenton; WWW.

ALLIANCE, Sir DAVID, BARON ALLIANCE
(15June1932-), businessmanand philanthrop-
ist. Born in Kashan, Iran, and educated at the
Etahad School, he began his successful career
in textile manufacturing in Manchester in the
mid-1950s. He was Chief Executive (1975-90)
and Chairman (1989—99) of Coats Viyella PLC,
which includes the Jaegerlabel, and Chairman
(1991—-9) of the Tootal Group. He was also
Chairman, from 1968, of the leading mail
order group N. Brown PLC. Appointed CBE in
1984, he received a knighthood in 1989, and
was created a life peer on the recommenda-
tion of the Liberal Democrat Party in 2004.
He is the founder of the Alliance Foundation,
a charity, and has served as a governor of Tel
Aviv University since 1989.

JC (5 Feb. 1993, 13 Oct. 1995, 7 May 2004); Dod; WW.
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ALMAN (née Ginzburg), [GERTRUDE]
OLGA (c1886—2 January 1961), commu-
nal leader. Russian-born, she grew up in
Whitechapel. Her father was a printer of
Zionist convictions who employed his poetic
older daughter Leah (Luba) as composi-
tor. In 1917, with Rebecca *Sieff and Paul
*Goodman’s wife Romana, Olga formed
a Ladies’ Committee within the *Zionist
Federation. But, realising that an autono-
mous feminine organisation was required
to bring women’s and children’s issues to
the fore in developing the Jewish National
Home, they founded, in 1918, the Federation
of Women Zionists, of which in later years
she was an honorary vice-president. She
told members that a women’s international
Zionist body was needed to coordinate aims,
and in 1920 WIZO was founded. Married to
Dr J. Simeon Alman, she was its Treasurer
for many years, and a member of the World
WIZO Executive until her death.

JC (13 Jan. 1961, 30 Aug. 1963); http://[www.ancestry.
com.

ALMAN, SAMUEL (20 September 1877-19
July 1947), composer. Born in Sobolevka, a
Ukrainian shtetl, the grandson of a rabbi-
chazan, he studied music in nearby Odessa
and in Kishinev. In 1905 he moved to London,
where he studied further, becoming ARCM,
and was Choirmaster at the Dalston, *Great,
Hampstead, and *Bayswater synagogues.
He was Musical Director of several talmu-
dei torah, promoted Jewish folk music, and
formed the Halevi Choral Society and similar
groups. He edited the Supplement to the Voice
of Prayer and Praise (1933). His compositions
included King Ahaz, a Yiddish-language opera
performed in 1912 by the Feinman Yiddish
People’s Theatre in Whitechapel, and the
setting to music of Pirkei Avot (‘Ethics of the
Fathers’) and of poems by Heine, Bialik, and
others. His beautiful liturgical works were
much cherished. A proposal to confer on him
the title ‘Master of United Synagogue Music’
fell through, but shortly after his death a
Samuel Alman Society was founded to hon-
our his musical legacy.

EJ; JC (a8, 25 July, 1 Aug. 1947); A. Z. Idelsohn, Jewish
Music in Its Historical Development (1929); M. Nulman,
Concise Encyclopedia of Jewish Music (1975); M. Jolles,
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British Jewish Cantors, Chazanim, and Synagogue
Musicians (2009).

ALPER, SAMUEL (SAM) (25 April 19242
October 2002), caravan manufacturer. A
hairdresser’s son, born in Plaistow, Essex,
he worked for the Fleet Air Arm during the
Second World War. From 1947 he was a cara-
van manufacturer, producing an inexpensive
model, the Sprite. He organised many publi-
city stunts around Europe and the Near East
to demonstrate the rugged qualities of his
product. By the 1960s his firm, then known
as Caravans International, was building half
of the caravans made in Britain. In 1958 he
founded Little Chef, which became a well-
known chain of motorway restaurants. His
caravan business went into decline in the
1970s, and was wound up in 1982. He then
became a vineyard owner in Cambridgeshire,
an art collector, and a print lithographer.
ActiveinJewish communal affairs, hewasalso
known for his many charitable activities.

ODNB; JC (8 Nov. 2002).

ALPERT,MICHAEL (24 December1935-), his-
torian.BorninLondon, heretired as Professor
of Modern and Contemporary History of
Spain at the University of Westminster in
2001. He has written such works as A New
International History of the Spanish Civil War
(1994; rev. ed. 2001), Cryptojudaism and the
Spanish Inquisition (2001), and London 1849:
A Victorian Murder Story (2003). He served as
President of the *Jewish Historical Society of
England from 2008-10.

ALTMAN, Sir ALBERT JOSEPH (16 December
1839—4 March 1912), sporting goods manu-
facturer. Born in the City of London, the
son of a Joseph Altman who appears in the
1841 Census with occupation not stated, he
attended Crittenden’s College. A manufac-
turer of sporting equipment and games at
Aldersgate Street in the City, during the 18gos
he took out two patents for improvements
to croquet hoops and supports. Knighted in
1894, he was a member of three livery com-
panies in the City, a member of the City’s

Court of Common Council, and Chairman of
the Bridge House Estates.

JC (8 March 1912); Jolles; WWW.

ALTMAN, JOHN (5 December 1949-), musi-
cian and composer. London-born, the
nephew of Sid and Woolf *Phillips and son
of an executive director of Norwood, he was
Musical Director of the group Hot Chocolate,
played saxophone in rock bands and blues
and jazz combos, and became a film score
composer, music arranger, and conductor.
His arrangements include a song for the
Monty Python film Life of Brian (1979) and the
Oscar-nominated period music for Titanic
(1997). Associated with many film and tele-
vision productions, he is a prolific composer
of music for commercials, is a frequent guest
conductor with the RPO, and has won many
awards including an Emmy and a BAFTA. An
acclaimed jazz musician, performing with
the John Altman Big Band, he is not to be con-
fused with the actor John Altman (2 March
1952-), best known for his role as Nick Cotton
in EastEnders.

JC (30 March 1976, 4 March 1977); online sources.

ALTMANN, ALEXANDER (16 April 1906-6
June 1987), Orthodox rabbi, scholar, and
academic. Born in Kassa, Hungary (Kosice,
Slovakia), he received his initial Jewish edu-
cation in Trier, Germany, from his father,
its rabbi. He also studied at the Pressburg
(Bratislava) Yeshivah and at the Hildesheimer
Rabbinical Seminary in Berlin, where from
1931, when he received a doctorate from
Berlin University, he taught. In 1938 he
arrived in Manchester to assume the new post
of Communal Rabbi. Characterising Anglo-
Jewry as ‘politically mature, economically
active, socially busy — but religiously asleep’,
he endeavoured to provide ‘greater spirit-
ual depth’. His innovative approach enraged
*Jews’ College Principal Dr 1. *Epstein, and
a group calling itself the Committee to Fight
Reform demanded Altmann’s excommunica-
tion. In 1948, with 1. *Brodie and K. *Rosen,
he comprised the shortlist from which the
new Chief Rabbi was chosen; later he depu-
tised for the successful Brodie when the latter



visited the Antipodes. In 1953 he founded
the Manchester-based Institute of Jewish
Studies, which he directed, editing under
its auspices the Journal of Jewish Studies and
Scripta Judaica. He headed the Manchester
Beth Din, was President of the Manchester
Central Board of Hebrew Education and of
the Inter-University Jewish Federation (fore-
runner of the *Union of Jewish Students) and
was a leader of the Mizrachi movement. He
declined a chair at the HUJ to concentrate on
his rabbinical work but in 1959 accepted one
at Brandeis University. He produced import-
ant monographs on Jewish mysticism and on
the thought of Moses Mendelssohn, of whom
he wrote a magisterial biography. Following
his death his private library was donated to
UCL, to where the Institute of Jewish Studies
had been transferred upon his departure for
America.

EJ; JC (12 June, 11 Dec. 1987).

ALVA (artist) see
SIEGFRIED

ALWEISS, SOLOMON

ALVARES, JACOB JESSURUN (c1657-1742),
diamond merchant. Born Alvaro de Fonsecain
Lisbon to Marrano parents who fled Portugal
to escape the Inquisition, he reverted to
Judaism, probably in Amsterdam. In 1673, as
Jacob Jessurun Alvares, he settled in St Mary
Axe, London, importing polished diamonds
from Amsterdam for resale, and was endeni-
zened as an English subject two years later. By
that time his annual turnover appears to have
been about £64,000, an enormous sum at the
time. In 1682, with Bartholomew *Rodrigues
and Domingo (Abraham) de Porto, he went
to India on behalf of Bartholomew’s broth-
ers, the London diamond importers Abraham
Israel *Sequeira (Alfonso Rodrigues) and
Simon Henriques, to set up in business in
defiance of the East India Company’s attempt
to monopolise the diamond trade. Proving
successful competitors, from 1684 they
traded at Fort George. In 169o Alvares suc-
ceeded the deceased Domingo de Porto as an
alderman of Madras. The scope of his trad-
ing in diamonds, pearls, and coral embraced
Bengal, Burma, and the Philippines. In 1700
he returned to London, and became a leading
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importer of Indian diamonds. Both before
and after his long sojourn in the east he played
a prominent part in the affairs of the *Bevis
Marks Synagogue, serving as Treasurer and
six times as Warden.

ODNB (under Fonseca); Hyamson, Sephardim.

ALWEISS, SOLOMON SIEGFRIED (19o1—
November 1973), artist. He used the pseudo-
nym Alva. Born in Berlin to Ostjuden from
Galicia, where he lived until the age of ten,
he received a strict Jewish education and then
studied music. Following a period of travel he
spent five years studying and practising art in
Paris, holding his first solo exhibition in Tel
Aviv (1934), and settling in England in 1938.
He painted many portraits, including a fine
one of Itzik *Manger, as well as depictions of
Biblical themes, Jewish life in Eastern Europe,
abstract works, and serigraphs (pictorial
representations of lettering). Occasionally
he illustrated Yiddish books published in
London, including Yehuda *Lisky’s short story
collection Produktivizatsie (‘Productivisation’;
1937), Malka Locker’s Shtet (‘Towns’; 1942),
and Dovid Fram’s Dos Letste Kapitl (‘The Last
Chapter’; 1947). A book of his nudes, The
Female Form, appeared in 1972, and his auto-
biography, With Pen and Brush, in 1973.

EJ (under Alva, Solomon Siegfried); JC (23 Nov. 1973,
spells his surname Alwais); Times (27 Nov. 1973,
spells his surname Alveiss); D. Mazower, ‘Portraits
of Yiddish Writers’, The Mendele Review (30 June
20006; online).

AMBROSE, BENJAMIN BARUCH (BERT)
(15 September 1896-11 June 1971), band
leader, generally known simply as Ambrose.
Apparently born in London, probably with
a different surname, he emigrated when a
teenager to the USA with an aunt. He studied
violin and became Musical Director of a New
York nightclub before returning to Britain,
where in 1927 he became Musical Director
of the Mayfair Hotel. His band, which con-
tained many top-class American instrumen-
talists, began recording in 1928. It was signed
in 1935 to the Decca label, with access to the
large and varied American market, on which
it quickly made an impact. The band, whose
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well-known signature tune was When Day Is
Done, continued recording regularly until 1947
and remained on the radio for several years
more. In later years Ambrose discovered and
managed the popular singer Kathy Kirby.

ODNB; EJ.

AMERING, ARTHUR see VAN AMERINGEN,
AARON

AMERY, LEOPOLD CHARLES MAURICE
STENNETT (LEO) (22 November 1873-16
September 1955), politician and Zionist.
Leopold Amery was the son of a non-Jewish
Devon-born official in the Indian Forestry
Commission and Elisabeth Leitner (née Sapir
or Saphir), the daughter of a Jewish woollen
merchant in Budapest who, with his Jewish
wife, converted to DProtestantism around
1840. G. W. *Leitner was her brother. Amery
concealed his Jewish background through-
out his life, changing his middle name from
Mauritz to Maurice. He was educated at
Harrow and Balliol College, Oxford, where
he graduated with a Double First, and was a
Fellow of All Souls. From 1902 he was a bar-
rister (Inner Temple). He wrote The Times’s
history of the Boer War and became a lifelong
supporter of Joseph Chamberlain’s proposals
for a tariff wall to unify the British Empire.
As Conservative MP for Birmingham South
(later Sparkbrook) from 191145, he served
in a number of junior ministerial posts dur-
ing 1919—22 and in the Cabinet as First Lord
of the Admiralty (1922—4), Colonial Secretary
(1924—9), and Secretary for India (1940-5).
In 1917 he wrote the draft of the *Balfour
Declaration, which the Cabinet accepted with
minor changes, and was a lifelong, outspoken
Zionistwho did much, as Colonial Secretary, to
develop the infrastructure of Jewish Palestine.
In May 1940 he was instrumental in bring-
ing down Neville Chamberlain and making
Winston Churchill Prime Minister. In 1950 he
was the first prominent British politician to
visitthe State of Israel. Created a CH in 1945, he
wrote an important autobiography, My Political
Life (3 vols, 1953—5) which conceals his Jewish
origins. The tragedy of his life was the con-
duct and fate of his elder son John Amery (14
March 1912-19 December 1945), who became

an antisemite and pro-Nazi and was hanged
for treason for attempting, while in wartime
Occupied Europe, to recruit British POWs to
fight against the USSR. Leopold’s younger
son [Harold] Julian Amery (Baron Amery of
Lustleigh; 27 March 1919—3 September 1996)
was a Conservative MP from 1950—92 and held
ministerial office during 1957-64 and 1970—4.
He was given a life peerage in 1992.

ODNB; W. D. Rubinstein, ‘The Secret of Leopold
Amery’, Historical Research, 73 (2000), 175-96; D.
Faber, Speaking for England (2005); A. Weale, Patriot
Traitors (2001); WWW; Jolles; Stenton.

AMIAS, SAUL (9 March 19o7-1 December
2002), Orthodox minister. London-born, he
was educated at the *Yeshivah Etz Chaim
and *Jews’ College, becoming minister to the
Edgware Hebrew Congregation in 1931, when
it comprised only 30 members. By the time he
retired in 1975 it consisted of 2000. In 1956,
in conjunction with the *Zionist Federation
Educational Trust, he founded the Rosh Pinah
Jewish Primary School in Barnet, and became
its Hon. Principal. During the Second World
War he served as an army chaplain. Never
shy of controversy, he was involved with the
Jewish Group of the CND. In April 1967 he
was the only Jewish clergyman to sign a letter
to The Times urging Britain to dissociate itself
from the bombing of North Vietnam.

JC (13 Dec. 2002).

AMIEL, BARBARA JOAN ESTELLE (4
December 1940-), journalist and writer. Born
in Watford, the daughter of a solicitor, she
attended North London Collegiate School and
later a girls’ private school in Edgware before
moving to Canada with her mother and step-
father. Educated at the University of Toronto,
she became a newspaper editor. Returning
to Britain in 1985, she was a regular colum-
nist on The Times, the Sunday Times, and, from
1995—2004, the Daily Telegraph, which was
owned by her husband Conrad Black (Lord
Black of Coldharbour). Known for her tren-
chant defence of Israel, she sparked a fur-
ore with her revelation in The Spectator in
December 2001 that an ambassador to the
Court of St James (subsequently identified



as France’s Daniel Bernard) had at a dinner
party blamed what he called ‘that shitty little
country Israel’ for the world’s troubles.

Barbara Amiel, Confessions (1980); Sunday Times (22
Oct. 2000); online sources.

AMSCHEJEWITZ, ASHER (1824—22 October
1903), Orthodox rabbi and scholar. Born in
Vilna, he studied at the renowned Volozhin
Yeshivah, obtaining his rabbinical diploma at
the age of 16. His first post was as a dayan to
the famous Rabbi Maizels of Warsaw, where
he taught Talmud. He wrote Shem Olam (1864),
concerning persecutions of Jews in Morocco.
In 1867 he became one of the first three
scholars-in-residence at the *Judith [Lady]
Montefiore College in Ramsgate. His transla-
tion of Sir Moses *Montefiore’s report to the
*Board of Deputies on his (Montefiore’s) 1866
journey to the Holy Land was published in
Warsaw in 1879, as was Amschejewitz’s Sefer
Asher Ha-Midot. Amschejewitz wrote a widely
admired elegy on David *Sassoon in 188o.
His most famous work was a commentary on
the Pentateuch, Shemena Lahmo. His children
included ). H. *Amschewitz.

JC (30 Oct. 1903); D. A.J. Cardozo, Think and Thank
(1933).

AMSHEWITZ, JOHN HENRY (19 December
1882-6 December 1942), artist. Born in
Ramsgate of Asher *Amschejewitz’s second
marriage, he studied (19o2—7) at the Royal
Academy Schools, and shortly afterwards won
a competition that resulted in him painting
four historical frescoes at the Liverpool Town
Hall. In 1910 he painted a fresco for the Royal
Exchange, London, and later one for South
Africa House. From 1905—33 he was a regular
exhibitor at the RA, and in 1914 was elected
RBA. From 1916—22 and again from 1936
until his death he worked in South Africa,
where his influence on art was considerable.
Although known particularly for his murals
he was also a distinguished portraitist and
contributed to leading pictorial journals and
newspapers. He illustrated a number of books
by Israel *Zangwill, and also a Haggadah.

JC (11 Dec. 1942).
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ANCONA,RONNI (4]July1968-), comedienne.
Born Veronica Ancona in Troon, Ayrshire, the
daughter of a naval officer, she honed her
show business skills performing stand-up
comedy in London. She became a household
name starring on BBC One’s Alistair McGowan’s
Big Impression, delighting audiences with her
mimicry of celebrities.

JC (11 May 2001); online sources.

ANDERSON (né Abrahams), DAVID (d. 1900),
journalist. A cousin, through his mother, of
the husband of Eliza *Davis, he was appren-
ticed to Bradbury & Evans, a well-known
printing firm, as an engraver and draughts-
man. Heremained in London after his parents
moved to Jersey and ultimately to Melbourne,
Australia, devoting himself to literary and
artistic work. Beginning as a journalist on
the JC, he was for many years on the editorial
staffs of the Daily Telegraph and other papers,
and wrote a weekly leader for The Referee. He
was one of the earliest members of the Savage
Club, where he was a familiar figure.

JC (9 Nov. 1900).

ANDERSON, EPHRAIM SAUL (ANDY) (28
October 1911-14 March 2006), bacteriologist.
A distinguished pioneer of the study of bac-
terial resistance to antibiotics, he was born
in Newcastle upon Tyne to East European
immigrants. Educated at Rutherford College,
he qualified in medicine at the University of
Durham. During the Second World War he
served in the RAMC, mainly in the Middle East,
and investigated typhoid carriers. Afterwards
he pursued further typhoid research in
London, and from 1954—77 was Director of the
Enteric Reference Laboratory at the Central
Public Health Laboratory, Colindale, succeed-
ing former colleague Arthur *Felix. In 1964 he
made headlines by tracing a typhoid outbreak
in Aberdeen that had claimed lives to a contam-
inated can of corned beef from South America.
He and his staff were often called upon to
investigate such outbreaks worldwide. His
warnings that antibiotic growth promoters in
animal feed threatened human health led to the
recommendations of the Swann Committee in
1969 that such antibiotics should not be added
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to feed, but it was only in the year of his death
that they were banned, by the European Union.
He proved the bane of pharmaceutical com-
panies, some of which attempted to discredit
his claims. He was elected WHO Fellow (1953),
FRS (1968), and FRCP (1975), and in 1976 was
appointed CBE.

JC (5 May 2006); Times (27 March 2006); Guardian
(22 March 2006); WW 2005; Longman’s Who’s Who of
British Scientists 1969/70.

ANDRADE, EDWARD NEVILLE DA COSTA
(27 December 18876 June 1971), physicist and
historian of science. London-born, the son of
a solicitor, he was educated at St Dunstan’s
College, at UCL, and at Heidelberg (PhD,
1911). In 1913, at Manchester, he researched
under Ernest Rutherford. In 1920 he was
appointed Professor of Physics at Ordnance
College, Woolwich, and published a popular
and accessible book, The Structure of the Atom
(1923). From 1928-50 he was Quain Professor
of Physics at UCL, and from 1950—2 Director
of the Royal Institution and the Davy-Faraday
Laboratory. He later consolidated his work
at Imperial College, London. In 1935 he was
elected FRS, and in 1985 received the Royal
Society’s Hughes Medal. From 19435 he was
President of the Physical Society. During the
Second World War he advised the Ministry of
Supply. The recipient of numerous honours, he
becamealeading collector of works on the his-
tory of science and was an expert on Newton,
Boyle, and Hooke. He wrote 16 books, of
which two were co-authored, and numerous
articles. He was Science Correspondent of The
Times (1945-52), and a regular broadcaster.

ODNB; Biog. Mem. FRS (1972).

ANES (or AMES) FAMILY, Marranos living
in Tudor London, where there were at least
100 clandestine Jews. Elizabeth Afies (née
Rodrigues; 1481—c1568), the widow of a for-
cibly baptised Spanish-born merchant who
had visited London in 1521, fled there with her
four children in 1540 to escape the Portuguese
Inquisition.  Elizabeth’s son Dunstan
[Gonsalvo] Afes (c1520—-94) married the
daughter of London-based Marrano doctor
Simon Ruiz. A merchant and financial agent,

Dunstan was purveyor to Queen Elizabeth,
whose physician, Roderigo *Lopez, mar-
ried Dunstan’s daughter. Dunstan received
the Freedom of the City and, as an osten-
sible Christian, was admitted to the Grocers’
Company, as were, subsequently, three of his
sons. Dunstan’s brother Francis Afies, a mer-
chant and soldier of fortune, did intelligence
work for Drake in the Azores. Francis was
three times Mayor of Youghal in Ireland, and
as commander of the local garrison success-
fully defended the town during Desmond’s
rebellion in 1579. Outwardly Christian, the
family practised Judaism at home; later gen-
erations became totally assimilated.

ODNB; EJ; Hyamson, Sephardim (which misidentifies
Lopez’s wife); Roth, HJE.

ANGEL, MOSES (c1818—2 September 1898),
educator and writer. Born Angel [Amschel or
Anschel] Moses in London, he changed his
nameprobablyasaresultofhispublicanfather’s
conviction for robbing a coach. Educated at H.
N. *Solomon’s school in Hammersmith, UCS,
and UCL, he worked initially as a bank clerk
in Dublin, becoming in 1840 English mas-
ter at the JES in Spitalfields. From 1842—97 he
was Headmaster, and under his judicious and
lauded leadership the JFS developed into the
largest elementary school in Britain and pos-
sibly the world, with one-third of London’s
Jewish children educated there. Numerous
pupils passing through his hands were of for-
eign birth or parentage, making Angel’s influ-
ence on their integration into Anglo-Jewish
life profound. Orthodox in belief and practice,
he was briefly, at the start of his JES career,
involved with David *Meldola in editing the
JC. He went on to contribute numerous pseud-
onymous articles to the Jewish press, and with
the aim of facilitating Christian understand-
ing of Judaism authored the well-received The
Law of Sinai and Its Appointed Times (1858).

ODNB; JC (11 Dec. 1874, 19 Feb. 1875); Black, JFS; M.
Lazarus, Moses Angel and the Jews’ Free School (n.d.);
E. Bernstein, Random Reminiscences of a J.E.S. Old Boy
(1957); Baum; Picciotto.

ANGLO-JEWISH ASSOCIATION, founded
in London in 1871 along the lines of French



Jewry’s Alliance Israélite Universelle, to pro-
mote the interests of Jews worldwide, free
them from oppression and persecution, and
foster their integration, welfare, and edu-
cation. Prominent among its founders were
Abraham *Benisch and Alfred *Loéwy. Its ini-
tial Presidentwas Jacob *Waley, with Benisch,
Sir Francis *Goldsmid, Sir George *Jessel, Sir
David *Salamons, Reuben D. *Sassoon, and
Sir John *Simon as Vice-Presidents. In 1871 it
participated in communal efforts on behalf
of Romanian Jewry and in 1882 on behalf of
Russian Jewry. From 1878 it cooperated with
the *Board of Deputies in the Conjoint (later
Joint) Foreign Committee. It quickly estab-
lished branches in Manchester, Liverpool,
and Birmingham, and by 19oo there were 21
branches in Britain and 15 elsewhere, mainly
in the colonies and Dominions. In 1899 the
AJA Council agreed that ‘no more than six’
members of the AJA’s ladies’ auxiliary could
join the Council; three were admitted. As well
as helping to maintain the Alliance’s schools
in the East, the AJA established its own
schools in Bombay, Jerusalem (the Evelina
de Rothschild School for Girls), Mogador,
Baghdad,and Aden.In1893itbecameinvolved
with the direction of the Jewish Colonisation
Association. The AJA was non-Zionist, view-
ing the answer to Jewry’s ills as the cessation
of persecution by discriminatory regimes.
Under the presidency of C. G. *Montefiore it
condemned the *Balfour Declaration in 1917,
and in 1940, under that of Leonard J. *Stein,
was a mouthpiece of non-Zionist opinion,
a position reflected in its publication, The
Jewish Monthly (1947-52), edited by Harold
*Soref. In consequence of the AJA’s stance,
but ostensibly because it was not a democrat-
ically elected communal body, its represen-
tation on the Joint Foreign Committee was
decreased and subsequently abolished. Selig
*Brodetsky considered it ‘more anti-Zionist
than [Ernest] Bevin himself’. Yet after the
establishment of Israel in 1948 it became
reconciled to the idea of a Jewish state, as
foreshadowed in Ewen *Montagu’s inaug-
ural presidential address in December that
year declaring that ‘all of us share the pride
which the courage of its leaders and citizens
have evoked’, and seen in the AJA Council’s
letter to The Times (22 October 1973) calling
for the British government’s embargo on
arms to Israel (‘our sympathy ... reinforced by
a shared historic experience’) to be lifted (yet
carefully stressing the benefit of such a move
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to Britain, ‘the country of our allegiance’).
Its influence overseas has been curtailed by
circumstance. It published the AJA Review
(1944-55), which was superseded by the AJA
Quarterly.

EJ; JYB; Alderman, MBJ; Natan Aridan, ‘Anglo-Jewry
and the State of Israel’, Israel Studies, 10 (2005),
124-56.

ANGLO-JEWISH HISTORICAL EXHIBITION
(1887) see JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF
ENGLAND; SPIELMAN, Sir ISIDORE under
SPIELMAN([N] FAMILY

ANSCHEL, JUDAH LOEB BEN EPHRAIM see
JUDAH LOEB BEN EPHRAIM ANSCHEL

ANSELL, CHARLES (c1859-17 October 1905),
stockbroker. The son of a German-born mer-
chanttrading with Australia who later lived in
South Africa, Ansell resided in the Kimberley
district as a young man. He became the part-
ner and friend of Thomas Shiels (d. 1904),
a wealthy English-born diamond magnate
who although not a relative left him £250,00.
Ansell became a successful stockbroker in
South Africa and then, from 1888, in London.
He left £346,000 in England when he died at
the age of only 46. He had little to do with
the London Jewish community, although he
asked to be buried as a Jew and contributed
to Jewish charities. His sister was Albert
*Hyamson’s mother.

JC (27 Oct. 1905).

ANSELL, JOSEPH MOSS (c1858—7 December
1924), jeweller and communal leader, and
ANSELL, MOSS (c1821—9 May 1872), court
official and communal leader. They descen-
ded from Reb Zalman (or Zelman) Ansell,
who founded the London Bet Hamedrash,
taught Lord George *Gordon Hebrew, and
was apparently Gordon’s mohel. Moss Ansell
was reputedly the first Jew to hold a govern-
ment office in Britain, being Chief Clerk in
the Court of Chancery from the age of 21
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until his death. Like his father, an importer
of Turkish carpets, he received the Freedom
of the City of London in 1856, when Sir David
*Salomons was Mayor. He was one of the trio
who founded the Aged Needy Society, and
with Salomons, Philip *Salomons, and two
others, he founded a Jewish building society,
headquartered at the Red Lion public house,
City Road. He was Hon. Secretary of the
Jewish Soup Kitchen, established in 1854 at
a meeting of the Joppa Lodge of Freemasons.
His son Joseph, educated at Jews’ College
School, was for many years Chairman of
the Loans Committee of the *Jewish Board
of Guardians. He was also Vice-President of
the Western Jewish Philanthropic Society,
Warden of the *West London Synagogue, and
a founder of the West Central Jewish Men’s
Club.

JC (g Feb. 1854, 17 May 1872, 9 April 1920, 12 Dec.
1924, 6 Feb. 1925).

ANSPACHER, JONAS (1879-1967), rabbi.
Born in Nuremberg, Dr Anspacher served
congregations in Heilbronn, Wiesbaden,
and Stuttgart, arriving in Britain as a refu-
gee in the 1930s after spending ten weeks in
Buchenwald. He was appointed rabbi of the
Adath Yisrael Synagogue in Hampstead, and
retired in 1955. He authored several commen-
taries on the Mishnah.

JC (7 March 1967).

ANTISEMITISM IN BRITAIN. After the
Middle Ages, instances of antisemitism, and
especiallyofantisemiticviolenceagainstjews,
were generally if not invariably extremely
low by comparison with other European
countries. Nevertheless, during the Middle
Ages English Jews were victims of the earli-
est known ‘ritual murder’ charge in Europe
(at Norwich in 1144) and of the York tragedy
in 1190. Following their expulsion in 1290,
however, the long period when there was
no organised Jewish community in England
also witnessed a number of major changes
in society that would be beneficial to Jews.
These included: the replacement of Roman
Catholicism, with its anti-Jewish iconography
and narratives, by Protestantism, which was

frequently sympathetic to Judaism; the insti-
tutionalisation of capitalism and capital-
ist entrepreneurship and the legalisation of
‘usury’, the charging of interest on loans; and
at least the beginnings of religious toleration
and equality — although full political *eman-
cipation of professing Jews did not occur until
the mid-nineteenth century. These changes
occurred without a Jewish presence in Britain
and largely without Jews being an issue in
British politics. Since the re-establishment of
the Anglo-Jewish community there have been
very few instances of notorious antisemitism.
The most famous of these incidents include:
the agitation over the *Jew Bill’ of 1753; the
so-called ‘Jewess Abduction Case’ in *Cardiff
in 1868; the alleged antisemitic rioting in
Tredegar and elsewhere in south Wales in
1911; aspects of the *Marconi Scandal of
1911-12; aspects of popular violence and hos-
tility against Germans and non-naturalised
Russians during the First World War; the
British publication of the Protocols of the Elders
of Zion in 1920; the *Battle of Cable Street and
the antisemitic programme of Sir Oswald
Mosley’s British Union of Fascists (BUF) dur-
ing the 1930s; and antisemitic violence in
several cities in 1946—7 in response to Zionist
violence against the British in Palestine.
This list is a miscellaneous one consisting
of unrelated incidents, and shows little in
the way of a continuing pattern or tradition
of antisemitism. Certainly, antisemitism, at
least against recent Yiddish-speaking immi-
grants, lay in part behind the passage of the
*Aliens Act of 1905. Yet it must be noted that
many influential figures in the British main-
stream were consistently sympathetic to
Jews, while it is striking that Mosley’s BUF
gained only a small following during the
Depression. Nor, in general, were Jews sys-
tematically excluded from exclusive schools,
universities, and social clubs, as they often
were in the USA, especially between 1918 and
1945. Similarly, very few notable British intel-
lectuals were visibly antisemitic, although
there were exceptions to this in the twenti-
eth century, especially G. K. Chesterton and
Hilaire Belloc, who were heavily influenced
by continental Catholic ‘integral national-
ism’, and the right-wing poets T. S. Eliot and
Ezra Pound, both American-born. There was,
however, virtually no equivalent in Britain
to the actively antisemitic right-wing intel-
ligentsia found in France, Germany, and in
pre-1917 Russia. The Conservative Party did



include an extreme right-wing fringe, espe-
cially during the 1930s, whose adherents
were openly antisemitic, such as Captain A.
H. M. Ramsay, MP, although they notably
lacked mainstream influence. Antisemitism
in Britain during the interwar period was
limited by the facts that Jews plainly did not
‘control’ the British economy and were not
a major presence on the radical left or cul-
tural modernists. Unlike those in much of
continental Europe, Britain’s institutions
remained intact after the First World War,
from which the country emerged victorious,
while Anglo-Jewry’s leaders did their best
to ensure that they headed a conservative,
low-profile, patriotic community. In Britain,
unlike Germany, this tactic was successful,
although much controversy was generated
by efforts to achieve a Jewish homeland in
Palestine, which was under British control
from 1917—48. Since the 1960s, a virulently
anti-Zionist left wing has emerged in Britain,
as it has elsewhere in the Western world, the
hallmark of which has been the demonisation
of Israel, leading in its most extreme form to
Israel’s attempted delegitimisation. Once
confined to the Marxist left, more recently
this demonisation has found allies among
Islamic militants. Such trends fuel calls on
campuses and among trade unions for aca-
demic and economic boycotts of Israel. The JC
(24 July 2009) reported that Israel’s Operation
Cast Lead in Gaza had led to the Community
Security Trust (CST), set up in 1995, record-
ing more antisemitic incidents in the first
six months of 2009 than it had done in the
whole of any previously monitored year,
and the CST’s Chief Executive warned that
‘Antisemitic red lines are being consistently
crossed as the anti-Israel hysteria mounts’.
The leftist Guardian newspaper has long been
a vociferous critic of Israel, even publishing
an article questioning Israel’s right to exist,
and gaining notoriety in pro-Israel circles
for its ‘Comment is Free’ website, where stig-
matising Israel is a stock-in-trade. The BBC,
Britain’s publicly funded broadcaster with
an obligation, by the terms of its Charter
and Producers’ Guidelines, to be neutral, has
been perceived by many Jews as helping, over
a number of years, to prejudice listeners and
viewers against Israel, and even, in conse-
quence, unwittingly fuelling antisemitism.
The BBC has stubbornly refused to release a
report drawn up in 2004 at its own request
by employee Malcolm Balen in response
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to allegations of bias in its coverage of the
Middle East conflict, and has spent thou-
sands of pounds of licence payers’ money
defending its case in the courts. In April
2009, following complaints, the BBC Trust’s
Editorial Standards Committee decided
that Middle East Editor Jeremy Bowen had
breached impartiality rules with his online
reference to ‘Zionism’s innate instinct to
push out its frontier’. Successive reports by
Trevor Asserson (1956-), a Stowe and Oxford-
educated former London solicitor now based
in Jerusalem, who runs the monitoring unit
BBCWatch, have systematically demonstrated
the BBC’s apparent bias. BBCWatch'’s analysis
of Bowen’s coverage of Operation Cast Lead
found that of Bowen’s 58 broadcast reports
between 28 December 2008 and 30 January
2009, 38 were unbalanced, most of the lat-
ter portraying Israel negatively. The analysis
(summarisedinthe]C, 25 December2009) also
alleged that Bowen’s online ‘Diary’ of events
in Gaza, in which he frequently intruded his
own opinion, breached BBC guidelines; of 22
entries in the ‘Diary’ 20 were biased against
Israel, it was stated. The European Institute
for the Study of Contemporary Antisemitism,
a Britain-based think tank, was launched in
2007. A recent study of this topic is Anthony
*Julius’s magisterial Trials of the Diaspora: A
History of Anti-Semitism in England (2010).

APFEL, JOSEPH (15 March 19og—2 August
1996), Orthodox rabbi and dayan. Born
in Sanz (Nowy Sgcz), at that time in the
Austrian-held Polish province of Galicia,
he studied under local Chasidic teachers
and later in Germany at Hildesheimer’s
Rabbinical Seminary, Berlin, thus receiv-
ing semikhah twice. He became a chazan
at a Berlin synagogue, moving to Britain in
1938 to be minister of the Great Synagogue
in Leeds. From 1948—78 he was minister to
the Moortown Synagogue there. He was
appointed a Leeds dayan in 1947, becoming
Av Beth Din in 1968. He was a long-serving
member of the Leeds Zionist Council and
a member of the Conference of European
Rabbis. In 1984 he was appointed MBE. His
publications included his collected responsa,
which appeared shortly before his death.
Cantor David Apfel (1943-) is his son.

JC (16 Aug. 1996).
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ARBIB, EUGENIO JOSEPH (c1845—29 January
1915), export merchant and shipowner. Born
in Tripoli, he spoke Arabic and Italian as
his native languages, and was conversant in
Hebrew. Moving to England in around 1864,
he established in London a leading firm of
export merchants that dealt extensively with
Egypt and the Sudan and acted as agents for
General Gordon at Khartoum. The firm oper-
ated the so-called Arbib Line, comprising
steamers named after members of his fam-
ily. He owned a country estate in Kent and
left £321,000. He helped to fund the building
of the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue in
Lauderdale Road, and gave generous bequests
to the London Sephardim and the poor Jews
of Tripoli.

JC (5 Feb. 1915).

ARBIB, Sir MARTYN (27 June 1939-), busi-
nessman and philanthropist. Educated at
Felsted School, he qualified in 1962 as a
chartered accountant. He worked (1966—72)
for Kelsey Industries PLC, and was foun-
der and Chairman (1973—2000) of Perpetual
PLC, the investment firm. In 2001 he sold
Perpetual to AMVESCAP for £1 billion.
In 1998 he founded the River and Rowing
Museum at Henley, of which he has been a
benefactor, and is the Joint Chairman of the
Henley Festival of Music and Arts. He was
knighted in 2003.

WW; JYB 2006.

ARDAGH, JOHN ANTHONY CHARLES
(28 May 1928—26 January 2008), journal-
ist and author. He was born in Nyasaland
(now Malawi), the son of a non-Jewish colo-
nial administrator and a Jewish mother (née
Biheller), the daughter of a Vienna-born
London glass merchant and his wife, whose
parents came from Germany. Educated at
Sherborne School and Worcester College,
Oxford, the much-married Ardagh was a
correspondent for The Times and, for a while,
ITN, later authoring lively insightful books
on several countries, notably France and
Germany.

Times (30 Jan. 2008); Guardian (26 Feb. 2008).

ARDEN, DON (4 January 1926—21 July 2007),
music agent and manager. Born Harry Levy
in Manchester, the son of a raincoat factory
worker, he became a singer and stand-up
comic while in his teens. In 1954 he gave
up performing to become a showbiz agent.
Colourful, combative, and controversial, he
was dubbed ‘the Al Capone of Pop’ owing
to his enforcement methods. In the 1960s
he brought several high profile American
rock and roll acts to Britain, managed Elkie
*Brooks, Lynsey *De Paul, and the rock
groups The Small Faces, Electric Light
Orchestra, and Black Sabbath. He founded
his own record label, Jet. In 1977 he moved
to Hollywood, buying Howard Hughes’s
mansion. In 1987 he was acquitted at the Old
Bailey of kidnap, blackmail, torture, and
assault. Sharon Rachel Osbourne (9 October
1952-), his daughter with his Catholic wife,
became a well-known music world personal-
ity in her own right. Followinga long period of
estrangement between them, Arden enjoyed a
walk-on role in her reality television show The
Osbournes in 2001. His autobiography, Mr. Big,
appeared in 2003.

Daily Telegraph (24 July 2007); JC (27 July 2007);
Sharon Osbourne, Extreme: My Autobiography (2005).

ARIA (née Davis), ELIZA (11 August 1866-3
September 1931), journalist and author.
Born in London, the daughter of dentist-
turned-portrait photographer Hyman Davis
(1824-75), she was a sister of James *Davis
and of Julia *Frankau. Educated first at
Miriam *Belisario’s school and then at home
by Karl *Marx’s daughter Laura Lafargue, she
married, at the *West London Synagogue in
1884, Jamaican-born merchant David Bonito
Aria (c1859-1913). One of the wittiest women
in London, she became Sir Henry *Irving’s
mistress. In 19oo she was described as ‘per-
haps the most successful lady journalist of
the day’. She wrote on fashion and stereotyp-
ical feminine topics. Despite an idiosyncratic
literary style she proved extremely popular
owing to her effervescence and epigrams.
She had a weekly column in Truth for many
years, ‘Mrs. A.s Diary’, and founded and
edited (1898-1908) The World of Dress. She com-
piled, in aid of the Charing Cross Hospital,
an anthology of prose, verse, and drawings
entitled The May Book (1g9or), and authored



Costume: Fanciful, Historical, Theatrical (1906).
In the latter year she published Woman and
the Motor-Car: Being the Autobiography of an
Automobilist, and in 1922 her amusing remi-
niscences, My Sentimental Self. She died at the
Adelphi Theatre on the opening night of a
play, and was buried under the auspices of
the LJS.

JC (27 April 1900, 2 June 1916, 18 Sept. 1931); Times
(26 March 1884, 4 Sept. 1931).

ARIA COLLEGE, a college in Portsmouth
that prepared students for the Orthodox
Jewish ministry. It opened in 1874 in premises
at St George’s Square, Portsea, and closed
owing to lack of numbers in 1957, by which
time it was located in Victoria Road North,
Southsea. It was established following his
widow’s death with funds left for the purpose
by Portsmouth-born Lewis Aria (d. 1858), a
wealthy merchant of Jamaica, who stipulated
in his will that its students should be natives
of Hampshire, a proviso that hampered
recruitment and was later relaxed. A proposal
in 1902 for a merger with *Jews’ College was
rejected. Its principals included J. *Abelson,
M. *Berlin, J. S. *Fox, I. S. *Meisels, and A.
F. *Ornstien. Following its closure its mon-
ies went into a trust fund, The Aria College
Trust, for the benefit of students studying for
the ministry at Jews’ College.

JE; A. Weinberg, Portsmouth Jewry (‘The Portsmouth
Papers’ series, 41, 1985).

ARMED SERVICES, JEWS IN. When the
Duke of Wellington recalled in the House of
Lords that 15 Jewish officers had fought
under him at Waterloo in 1815 he could not
have meant professing Jews, for until the
repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts in
1829 only adherents of the Established Church
of England could hold commissions in
Britain’s armed forces. The eighteenth-cen-
tury sea officers Alexander and Isaac
*Schomberg professed Anglicanism, as did
such army officers as Sir Jacob *Adolphus
and Lousada *Barrow. However, like other
non-Anglicans, professing Jews could serve
as enlisted men and naval ratings, reaching
non-commissioned rank. As early as Charles
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I’s reign there were Jews in London’s oldest
volunteer force, the Honourable Artillery
Company, and in and after 1684 three mem-
bers of the Spanish and Portuguese
Synagogue served in the City Train-bands.
During the Jacobite Rebellion of 1745, London
Jews hastened to enlist in the City Militia that
was hurriedly raised in response to the threat.
In 1773 the 200-strong White Regiment of
the City Militia contained 12 Jews. During the
Napoleonic Wars there were Jews in the vol-
unteer Fencible regiments that were recruited
up and down the country to foil invasion by
the enemy if it managed to breach the
‘Wooden Wall’ provided by the Royal Navy.
Certainly by George III’s ascension in 1760
therewereJewish sailors aboard His Majesty’s
ships. Jewish Jack Tars included Richard
Barnet, an ordinary seaman on Nelson’s flag-
ship at the Battle of the Nile (1798); John Levy
(alias Cook), who was flogged round the fleet
in18or1 fordesertion;and Benjamin Chapman,
who fell to his death down a hatchway in
1806. Several Jewish seamen fought at
Trafalgar in 1805, including Benjamin da
Costa, a midshipman on the Temeraire; sea-
men Moses Benjamin and Joseph Moss
(Victory); Henry Levi, Benjamin Solomon,
Joseph Manuel, and Nathan Manuel
(Britannia); John Benjamin (Royal Sovereign);
Philip Emanuel (Colossus); and Thomas
Brandon and James Brandon, who was killed
(Revenge). In 1846 the JC reported that in
Canada and the West Indies the number of
military commissions being held by Jews far
surpassed the ratio of Jews to the general
population. There was a Jewish presence dur-
ing the Crimean War. The 11th Tower Hamlets
Rifles (1861—4) was founded exclusively by
Jews; commanded by Captain David Barnett
and Lieutenant Barnett Rubenstein, its entire
company apparently consisted of Jews, and
within a month of its formation it had almost
200 recruits. Jews of the small Beni Israel
community in India made fine fighters on
behalf of the British, contributing many
troops to the Sepoy infantry: in 1869 there
were 36 native officers and 231 ordinary sol-
diers from the Beni Israel in the Bombay
Army. Since service in the armed forces is the
visible test of patriotism, such service was
positively encouraged by communal leaders
during the period of large-scale immigration
from Eastern Europe, and by none more
enthusiastically than Rev. F. L. *Cohen, him-
self a son of the garrison town of Aldershot.
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The ethos permeated the JLB, which was
formed as an instrument of acculturation.
The first Jewish military chaplain was
appointed in 1892. From 1886 the army
included returns of Jews serving within its
ranks each New Year’s Day, and the grand
total in that year was just one. But avowed
Jews were far fewer than the number of Jews
who, whether from indifference towards their
roots or from fear of colleagues’ reaction,
declared their religion to be ‘Church of
England’: in 1899 Rev. Cohen stated his belief
that less than 25 per cent of Jews in the mili-
tary owned up to their true affiliation. At the
start of that year there were 82 avowed Jews in
the British army: Household Cavalry 1, Line
Cavalry 11, Royal Artillery 17, Royal Engineers
1, Footguards 3, Line Infantry 43, Ordnance
Corps 2, Medical Corps 3, and Pay Corps 1. In
the militia were 46 avowed Jews: English
Artillery 6, English Infantry 37, and Scottish
Infantry 3. In 1899 Lieut-Col. A. E. *Goldsmid
became Chief Staff Officer at Aldershot and
undertook the mobilisation of troops bound
for the Boer War. Counting colonial Jews,
around 3000 Jews fought for Britain in that
war (1899-1902), and perhaps as many as 180
gave their lives. At the close of Victoria’s reign
about 100 Jews were serving in the Royal Navy
and Royal Marines, including Captain A.
Barrow, Assistant Director of the Admiralty’s
Naval Intelligence Department and Captain
G. R. Brandon of HMS Queen; the marines
later appointed General H. E. Blumberg as
Adjutant-General and Colonel G. P. Orde, also
a Jewish marine officer, was attached to the
Naval Intelligence Department. The bearded
sailor who posed for the portrait associated
with the ‘Players Please’ cigarette brand was
reputedly a Jew. As of 1 January 1902 there
were 39 Jewish Regular Army officers, includ-
ing Goldsmid; Lieut-Col. Julian J. Leverson
CMG, of the Royal Engineers; and Major
Frederick L. *Nathan, Superintendent of the
Royal Explosives Factory. In the British Militia
there were 17 Jewish officers, and in the
British volunteer forces there were 86. There
were 12 Jewish naval and marine officers. In
addition, there were the following Jewish
colonial officers, bringing the total number
of Jewish officers in the British forces to 239:
India 1, Canada 2, Fiji 2, Jamaica 2, New
Zealand 8, Australia 27, and South Africa 43.
In the ranks, at that time, there were the fol-
lowing numbers of British Jews, each one
serving of his own volition: Royal Navy and

Royal Marines 120, regular army 550, British
militia 180, British yeomanry and volunteers
800, and colonial militia and volunteers 500.
During the First World War some Russian-
born British citizens baulked at enlisting,
since it meant fighting on the side of the Tsar
whose regime was oppressing their kindred.
But others were eager to serve the country
that they now called home, including the
youthful Abraham *Bevistein, who in poign-
ant circumstances paid the ultimate price.
Anglo-Jewish attitudes to enlistment were
encapsulated in the wartime slogan adopted
by the JC, first expressed in its editorial of 7
August 1914: ‘England has been all she could
be to Jews; Jews will be all they can be to
England’. Jewish naval officers active during
the First World War included Captain C. H. F.
Abrahams, Captain the Hon. Lionel Montague
DSO, Commander V. R. Brandon, and
Lieutenant-Commanders T. A. Woolf OBE, A.
Saunders DSO, and W. S. Goldrich. Perhaps as
many as 55,000 Jews fought for Britain during
that conflict, and about 2200 died, including
four Birmingham brothers. The many deco-
rated for bravery included F. A. *de Pass, R.
*Gee, L. M. *Keyzor, and 1. *Smith, all of
whom received the VC. During the war, in
which a Jew, General John Monash, led the
Australian Expeditionary Forces, Jews from
around the Empire foughtand died for Britain,
and the Jewish Legion (see Zion Mule Corps)
participated in the conquest of Ottoman-held
Palestine. On the eve of the Second World War
there were over 100 Jewish officers in the
Royal Navy, Royal Naval Reserve, Royal Naval
Volunteer Reserve, and technical officers’
ranks. Such officers included Captain Daniel
de Pass, Commander C. Abelson, Lieutenant-
Commanders R. F. Jessel and L. G. Durlacher,
SurgeonL.P. Spero, PaymasterP. K. Freedman,
and Midshipman C. E. Defries. The numbers
of Jews in the navy swelled very considerably
during the Second World War, M. M. *Bright
attaining the highest rank from below the
mast, and early in that conflict it happened
by chance that eight Jewish officers were
serving together on the same ship. During
the Second World War 60,000-65,000 Jewish
men and women served in the British armed
forces, including 4000 refugees from Nazism
and 30,000 residents of Palestine. The major-
ity of Jews of Palestine who fought for Britain
did so as members of the Jewish Brigade,
formed in 1944. Jewish casualties of the con-
flict included Brigadier F. H. *Kisch, who



commanded Royal Engineers in the British
Eighth Army and was killed in the Western
Desert. Among the many Jews decorated,
across all the armed services, including the
Royal Air Force, for their courage in the
Second World War, were VC-winners T. W.
*Gould and Jack *White. In the mid-199o0s
Jewish men and women were serving in all
the armed forces; they included an air com-
modore, a wing commander, and a female
captain piloting helicopters in the Army Air
Corps. In 1995, in the first case of its kind,
Duncan Lustig-Prean (c1959-), the son of
refugees from Nazism, lost his High Court
action against the Ministry of Defence over
his dismissal as a naval lieutenant-com-
mander once his homosexuality had become
known;in 1999 the European Courtof Human
Rights found in his favour. In June 2009
Lieutenant Paul Mervis (b. 1981) of the Second
Battalion the Rifles was killed in Afghanistan
while trying to protect his platoon from a
roadside bomb; his was the first Jewish death
in action since the Falklands War. With the
number of Jewish personnel in the armed
forces estimated in ‘the low hundreds’ (it
seems that many still conceal their Jewish
identity), in 2009 the Ministry of Defence
announced plans to appointits first full-time
Jewish chaplain.

JE; JC (14 Aug. 1846, 19 Sept. 1879, 29 Oct. 1886, 4
March 1887, 15 Nov. 1895, 27 Oct. 1899, 27 Oct.
1922, 25 July 1941, 26 May, g June 1995, 14 June 1996,
31 Oct. 1997, 1 Oct. 1999, 9 June 2000, g Nov. 2001,
8July 2005, 7 April 2006, 13 Feb., 19 June 2009); G.
L. Green, ‘The Two Hundredth Anniversary of the
Battle of Trafalgar’, JYB (2005), xxxi—xxxv; JC (25 July
1941); C. Roth, JHE; idem, ‘Jews in the Defence of
Britain’, JHSET, 15 (1946), 1—28.

ARON, WELLESLEY (PINCHAS) (18 June
1901-6 June 1988), business executive and
communal leader. The son of an affluent
businessman from Australia, he received
Wellington’s surname as his forename
since his birth, in London, occurred on the
anniversary of Waterloo. Educated at The
Perse School in Cambridge, the College
Scientifique in Lausanne, and Jesus College,
Cambridge (BA, 1920), he taught English in
schools in Mandate Palestine and on return-
ing to Britain in 1928 founded the Zionist
youth group Habonim, which spread to many
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English-speaking countries. An athlete,
in 1929 he helped to found the Bar Kochba
Association, the forerunner of British
Maccabi. He returned to Eretz Israel in 1930,
established an advertising agency in Tel Aviv,
and in 1939 joined the British army, in which
he reached the rank of major. At Tobruk in
the Western Desert Campaign he assumed
command of a Jewish Palestinian unit, later
absorbed into the Jewish Infantry Brigade
serving in North Africa and Italy. In 1945 he
was appointed MBE. The Jewish-Arab village
of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam (‘Oasis of
Peace’) near Jerusalem, founded after the Six
Day War, was his brainchild.

WWW] 1965; Times (16, 24 April 1937); WW Israel
1952; JC (20 Dec. 1929, 17 Oct. 1930, 7 Dec. 1945,

21 May, 10 Dec. 1954, 27 May, 17 June 1988); L. 1.
Rabinowitz, Soldiers from Judaea (1944); H. Silman-
Cheong, Wellesley Aron: Rebel with a Cause, a Memoir
(1992); W. Aron, Wheels in the Storm: The Genesis of the
Istaeli Defence Forces (1974).

ARONOWITZ, CECIL SOLOMON (4 March
1916—7 September 1978), viola player. He was
born in King William’s Town, South Africa.
In 1937 he received a Leverhulme Exhibition
at the Royal College of Music, where he
became Professor in 1948. In 1973 he was
appointed head of the String Department
at the Royal Northern College of Music in
Manchester. A founder member of the Musica
da Camera, the Melos Ensemble, and the Pro
Arte Quartet, he was also associated with the
Amadeus Quartet, the Boyd Neel Orchestra,
the London Mozart Players, and the English
Chamber Orchestra. In 1950 he gave the first
performance of Hoddinott’s concertina for
viola. From 1977 he was a director of studies
at the Snape Maltings, Aldeburgh, Suffolk,
where he died whilst performing a piece by
Mozart.

Times (23 Sept. 1978); Grove.

ARONSFELD, CAESAR CASPAR (15 July
1910—August 2002), scholar, editor, writer,
and researcher. Born in Exin, Prussia (now
Kcynia, Poland), the son of an Orthodox wine
merchant, C. C. Aronsfeld briefly trained as a
lawyer in Berlin, where he lived from the age
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of ten. Then, with the intention of earning
a trade qualification to enable him to emi-
grate to Palestine, he became an apprentice
sewing machine mechanic in Leeds, bom-
barding newspapers with letters about the
evils of Nazi Germany. Later, in London, he
met Alfred *Wiener, whose important col-
lection of documents relating to National
Socialism he translated into English, begin-
ning in Amsterdam in 1938 and transferring
England in 1939. He edited the Wiener Library
Bulletin, which began in 1946. He monitored
and warned of the infiltration of Nazi propa-
ganda in the post-war Middle East, and of the
emerging phenomenon of Holocaust denial.
From 1961-6 he was the Library’s Acting
Director. In 1966 he left to become Senior
Research Officer at the newly established
Institute of Jewish Affairs, where he edited
the journals Patterns of Prejudice and Christian-
Jewish Relations. He retired in 1985. From 1987
until early in 1988, when Richard Grunberger
took over, he edited AJR Information, precursor
to the AJR Journal, the organ of the Association
of Jewish Refugees. His publications included
The Ghosts 0f 1492 (1979), The Text of the Holocaust
(1985), and an autobiography, Wanderer from
My Birth (1997).

JC (13 Sept. 2002); B. Barkow, Alfred Wiener and the
Making of the Holocaust Library (1997).

ARTOM, BENJAMIN (1835-6 January 1879),
Orthodox rabbi. Born in Asti, Piedmont, he
began his career as a teacher of Hebrew and
modern languages and became Rabbi of
Naples. In 1866 he moved to London to be
*Haham, serving until his untimely death.
Owing to the inroads of schism (many fam-
ilies had defected to the reformist *West
London Synagogue) and to demographic
decline, the *Bevis Marks Synagogue had
lacked a spiritual leader since the death of
the previous incumbent in 1828 and was now
resisting pressure to acknowledge the hegem-
ony of Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi N. M. *Adler.
Artom, a talented musician and composer
who introduced new prayers into its liturgy
and soon became known for his eloquence in
English, managed to maintain the congrega-
tion’s autonomy and enhance its prestige. He
welcomed moderate reforms and took a keen
interest in the congregation’s schools. He
authorised the establishment of a Sephardi

synagogue in Manchester, consecrated in
1874, and in 1877 undertook to accept con-
verts into the Anglo-Sephardi community, an
innovative step. A collection of his sermons
appeared in 1873. He wrote a number of odes
and prayers in Hebrew, and several poems in
Italian.

ODNB; JE; EJ (these sources contain discrepancies);
JC (x0Jan. 1879); Hyamson, Sephardim.

ASCHER, BENJAMIN HENRY (1812-1 March
1893), Orthodox rabbi, and ASCHER, SIMON
(1789—December 1872), cantor. They were
half-brothers, the sons of a corn merchant.
Born in Peisern, Posen, Benjamin received the
rabbinical diploma, but also enjoyed a broad
secular education. He arrived in England
in 1840, tutored in the households of sev-
eral leading families, and in 1843 became
‘Kabbronim Rabbi’ (funeral preacher) to the
*Great Synagogue. As such, he read the burial
service, visited the sick and dying, and deliv-
ered appropriate discourses to the bereaved.
Following the establishment of the *United
Synagogue the post came under its auspices,
and upon Ascher’s resignation in 1884 its
Council granted him his full salaryin pension.
He was a regular worshipper and frequent
preacher at the Dalston Synagogue, and was
on the committees of the Jewish Association
for the Diffusion of Religious Knowledge, the
Society of Hebrew Literature, and the Jewish
Soup Kitchen. He also raised funds for the
Jewish wards of the Metropolitan Hospital.
The first Jewish minister to regularly visit
inmates of prisons and asylums, he secured
the right of Jewish prisoners to refrain from
work on the Sabbath, and provided them with
kosher food at Pesach. His publications were
anew edition (1847) of the Sefer Hachayim (‘The
Book of Life’) with an English translation in
1847, Solomon ben Gabirol’s Mivhar ha-Pen-
inim (‘A Choice of Pearls’) with English trans-
lation and explanatory notes (1859), and two
smaller works. Simon, a Dutch-born tenor,
was in 1832 appointed reader and chazan of
the Great Synagogue in succession to Enoch
Eliasson of Darmstadt. As cantor, he was
initially assisted during the services by J. L.
*Mombach and Jehiel Hanau. This system of
three vocalists was soon replaced by a choir,
under Mombach. Ascher was later accom-
panied by A. L. *Green and, from 1857, Moses



Keizer. He retired in 1870. His Groeningen-
born son Joseph Ascher (or Asher; 4 June
1829—20 June 1869), studied under *Moscheles
and *Mendelssohn, and then went to Paris,
where he received an appointment as private
pianistand conductor to the Empress Eugénie.
He was also court pianist to the Emperor of
Austria, was decorated by ex-Queen Isabella
of Spain, and composed many piano pieces.

JE; JC (8 March 1893); JE; Roth, GS; H. Mayerowitsch,
‘The Chazanim of the Great Synagogue, London’,
JHSE, Miscellanies, 4 (1942).

ASCHKENAZI, MESHULAM ISSACHAR
(1902—6 November 1994), Chasidic rabbi. He
was born in the Ukrainian city of Stanislav
(now Ivanov Frankovsk), which was then part
ofthe Hapsburg Empire. The family fled pogr-
omists in 1919, eventually settling in Vienna,
where Meshulam studied and married. He set-
tled in Manchester in 1939 and established a
minyan. In 1943 he moved to London, becom-
ing what Rabbi Harry *Rabinowicz termed
‘the doyen of post-war Chasidic rebbes’ there,
pious and gentle, and a ubiquitous figure at
Chasidic gatherings. Related to the Satmar
rebbe, he followed the Belzer tradition.

JC (18 Nov. 1994); Rabinowicz, A World Apart.

ASH, VICTOR (VIC) (9 March 1930-), clari-
nettist, saxophonist, and flautist. Born in
London, where he performed in various
bands, in 1954 he formed his own quartet,
which later became a quintet and sextet. In
the early 1950s he was regarded as the finest
jazz clarinettist in Britain. He spent some of
the late 1950s and the 1960s in the USA. He
accompanied Frank Sinatra on over 20 tours
around Europe and the Middle East. He also
accompanied Peggy Lee, Lena Horne, and
Tony Bennett. He appeared on television with
the BBC Big Band, and in West End shows.

Chilton, WWBJ; New Grove Dictionary of Jazz (2002).

ASHCROFT, Dame EDITH MARGARET
EMILY (PEGGY) (22 December 1907-14
June 1991), actress. This eminent and
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quintessentially English Croydon-born star
of stage and screen, created DBE in 1956,
was of Jewish descent through her mother,
Lancashire-born Violetta Maud Bernheim
(1874-1926). Dame Peggy made her London
stage debut in 1929 as Naomi in Lion
Feuchtwanger’s Jew Siiss. In 1965 she gave a
one-woman show, Some Words to Women and
Some Women’s Words, at the Habimah Theatre,
Israel, and having been told by Golda Meir of
Hungarian war heroine Hanna Senesh’s mov-
ing poem Blessed Is the Match, included it in
her repertoire. During the 1970s Dame Peggy
emerged as a leading campaigner for the
rights of Soviet Jewish refuseniks.

ODNB; JC (21 June 1991).

ASHER, ASHER (16 February 1837—7 January
1889), physician and communal leader. The
grandson of a Lublin rabbi, he attended his
native Glasgow’s high school and obtained
his medical degree from its university when
only 19, becoming the first Jew in Scotland
to enter the medical profession. While work-
ing as a parochial medical officer, he served
in an honorary capacity as Medical Officer
to the Glasgow Hebrew Philanthropic
Society and Secretary to the Glasgow Hebrew
Congregation. In 1862 he began to practise as
a doctor in London, and also became Medical
Officer to the Jewish Board of Guardians. In
1866 he was appointed Secretary to the *Great
Synagogue, and in 1870 to the newly formed
*United Synagogue. He had been involved in
its creation, had a role in the framing of its by-
laws, and was instrumental in forming within
ita committee for visiting hospitals, asylums,
and prisons. With Samuel *Montagu he vis-
ited Jerusalem in 1875 in connection with the
Moses *Montefiore Testimonial Fund, and
in 1884 he visited Eastern Europe to investi-
gate conditions facing Jews there. Steeped
in Jewish learning, he wrote The Jewish Rite
of Circumcision (1873) and contributed to the
Jewish press, often under the pseudonym
‘Aliquis’. In 1910 an annual gold medal in his
name was instituted at his old university. A
biography in Hebrew, by the son of his friend
J. *Kohn-Zedek, was published in London in
1916.

ODNB; JE; JC (11 Jan. 1889); K. Collins, ‘Asher
Asher: Doctor of the Poor’, Glasgow Medicine,
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2 (March-April 1984), 12-14; D. Kohn-Zedek,
The House of Asher (1916).

ASHKENAZY, VLADIMIR DAVIDOVICH (6
July 1937-), pianist and conductor. Born in
Gorki, USSR, he studied piano at the Moscow
Central School of Musicand won international
competitions, defecting to Britain in 1963.
He later lived in Iceland and Switzerland.
He became Principal Guest Conductor of
the London Philharmonic Orchestra (1981)
and of London’s Philharmonia Orchestra
(1982—93), and Musical Director of the Royal
Philharmonic Orchestra (1987-94). His
Moscow-born son Vovka Ashkenazy (1961-)
moved to Britain in 1977, making his British
début as a concert pianist in 1983.

Grove.

ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH EX-SERVICEMEN
AND WOMEN (AJEX), a non-political organ-
isation dedicated to issues affecting ex-serv-
ice personnel — including participating in the
annual National Remembrance Day Service,
holding an Annual Remembrance Parade of
its own, and saying Kaddish for the fallen at
war cemeteries — was founded in 1928 as the
Jewish Ex-Servicemen’s Legion. Its origin lay
in a group of former members of the *Zion
Mule Corps and the Jewish Battalions (The
Judeans), which had fought in Palestine dur-
ing the First World War. Convened by Louis
Sarna (c1898-19 December 1978), they had
first come together in 1921 to lay a wreath at
the Cenotaph in Whitehall, and afterwards,
over a meal at the Strand Corner House,
formed the League of Old Judeans. The Jewish
ex-Servicemen’s Legion was founded at the
Grand Palais Theatre, Whitechapel, through
one of the resolutions adopted at a meeting
there, attended by over 1000 Jewish ex-serv-
icemen, called to protest about Arab anti-
Jewish riots in Palestine. Sarna was elected
Hon. Secretary, holding that post until his
retirement in 1952. The first branch was
formed in West London, and the first pro-
vincial branches in Grimsby and Belfast. In
1936 the Legion changed its name; AJEX was
born, under the presidency of a distinguished
officer, J. H. *Levey. Despite the reservations
of acculturated Anglo-Jews during the Nazi

period regarding manifestations of Jewish
‘separateness’, AJEX grew steadily. It cooper-
ated with the *Board of Deputies, and set up
the Jewish Defence Committee to coordin-
ate Jewish communal efforts in countering
Mosleyite propaganda. With a resurgence of
fascist activity on London streets after the
war, AJEX established a presence at Speaker’s
Corner in Hyde Park, provided observers at
public meetings, and undertook lecturing
work to combat the National Front and other
racist groups. Its museum in Hendon con-
tains numerous interesting items pertaining
to Jews in the armed forces and in combat.

ATHIAS, MOSES ISRAEL (d. 1665), Sephardi
minister. From a far-flung Sephardi family,
he arrived in England in 1656 from Hamburg,
where he had been assistant chazan and
teacher in the Talmud Torah, to work in the
business of his cousin, Antonio Fernandez
*Carvajal and to be minister of the Sephardi
congregation, which acquired a synagogue
in Creechurch Lane. In 1664 he was replaced
as minister by Rabbi Jacob *Sasportas, a man
of deep scholarship and high standing suited
to the new role of *Haham, and the following
year succumbed to London’s Great Plague.

EJ; JE; Hyamson, Sephardim; Katz, JHE.

ATKINS, VERA MAY (16 June 1908—24 June
2000), intelligence officer. Shewasbornin Vera
Maria Rosenberg in Bucharest, Romania, and
educated in Paris at the Sorbonne. Following
her father’s death in 1937 she settled in
England with her mother and sister, and they
changed their name to Atkins. In 1941, owing
to her fluency in French, she was posted to the
Special Operations Executive (SOE), and soon
became an intelligence officer to its French
section. Following her naturalisation in 1944
she was appointed a squadron leader in the
Women'’s Auxiliary Air Force, and at the war’s
end helped to bring several Nazi war crimi-
nals to justice. In 1947 she was demobilised,
and until 1961 worked for UNESCO. She was
made a Chevalier of the Légion d’Honneur in
1995 and appointed CBE in 1997.

ODNB; S. Helm, A Life in Secrets: The Story of Vera
Atkins and the Lost Agents of SOE (2005); W. Stevenson,



Spymistress: The Life of Vera Atkins, the Greatest Female
Secret Agent of World War II (2007).

AUERBACH, CHARLOTTE (14 May 1899-17
March 1994), geneticist. Born in Krefeld,
Germany, the daughter of a public health
chemist, she was educated in Berlin,
Wiirzburg, and Freiburg, graduating in 1924
in biology, chemistry, and physics. After
vacillating between teaching and research
work she left Germany in 1933 and completed
her PhD at the Institute of Animal Genetics
in Edinburgh. She investigated the muta-
genic effects on genes of alkylating agents,
and compared their effects with those of
ionising radiation. Her wartime experiments
confirmed the role of mustard gas in genetic
damage. In 1947 she received an honorary
DSc and was appointed a lecturer (Reader
in 1957) at the Institute, and held a personal
chair at Edinburgh University (1967—9). She
was elected FRSE (1949) and FRS (1957), and
was awarded the Darwin Medal of the Royal
Society (1976). A CND supporter, in Genetics
in the Atomic Age (1956) she alerted the public
to the dangers of nuclear radiation. She also
wrote The Science of Genetics (1961).

ODNB; Longman’s Who's Who of British Scientists
1969—70; WW 1985; Biog. Mem. FRS, 41; EJ; Times (9
April 1994).

AUERBACH, FRANK HELMUT (29 April
1931-), painter and printmaker. Born in
Berlin, he arrived in Britain as a child refugee
in 1939, attended school in Kent, and was nat-
uralised in 1947. That same year he enrolled
in painting classes at the Hampstead Garden
Suburb Institute. Subsequently he stud-
ied at the Borough Polytechnic under David
*Bomberg, at St Martin’s School of Art, and at
the Royal College of Art, where he won a silver
medal. Primarily a figurative painter, he has
also painted landscapes and scenes near his
Camden Town studio. His work is character-
ised by a vividly hued, heavily applied impasto
technique, and a similar sculptural technique
is sometimes found in his drawings. His first
major retrospective exhibition was held in
1978 under the auspices of the Arts Council of
Great Britain. Another was presented in 2001
by the RA. In 1986 he was co-recipient of the
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Golden Lion Prize at the Biennale di Venezia.
He is believed to have declined a knighthood
in 2003.

Ben Uri Story; Robert Hughes, Frank Auerbach (1990);
Catherine Lampert et al., Frank Auerbach: Paintings
and Drawings (2001); online sources.

AUERBACH (née Kretzmar), GERALDINE
YVONNE (30 January 1940-), education-
ist and promoter of Jewish music. Born in
Kimberley, South Africa, the daughter of
a physician related to Herbert *Kretzmer
(sic), she was educated at the University of
the Witwatersrand. In 1962 she moved to
London, where she worked as a secondary
school teacher. In 1984 she founded the B’nai
B'rith Jewish Music Festival — believed to
be the first of its kind in Europe, which has
been followed by many subsequent such fes-
tivals. She also established the Jewish Music
Heritage Trust (now known as the Jewish
Music Institute) which, in 1991, established
the Joe Loss Lectureship in Jewish Music, the
first of its kind, and now based at SOAS at
the University of London. It has significantly
facilitated the great growth of interest in all
aspects of Jewish music.

G. Auerbach, ‘The Jewish Music Institute,

London Comes of Age: Twenty One Years of

Work in Jewish Music’, in J. Nemtsov, ed., Jiidische
Kunstmusik im 20. Jahrhundert, 3 (2000), 227-31;
Jewish Renaissance (Summer 2003), 30-1; JC (25 Nov.
2005).

AUFRECHT, [SIMON] THEODOR (7 January
1822-3 April 1907), scholar of Sanskrit and
academic. Born in Leschnitz, Upper Silesia,
the son of a businessman, he was educated
in Berlin and Halle, obtaining a doctor-
ate. From 1852 until 1862 he worked at the
Bodleian Library, Oxford, where he prepared
a 3000-page glossary of the Rigveda, and a
catalogue of all Sanskrit materials held by
that library. He also completed a similar
catalogue for Trinity College, Cambridge,
and, later, a general catalogue of virtually all
European holdings in Sanskrit. From 1862—75
he was Professor of Comparative Philology at
the University of Edinburgh. He later taught
at the University of Bonn. He was awarded
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honorary degrees by Oxford, Cambridge, and
Bonn universities. He died in Bonn.

Neue Deutsche Biographie, 1 (1953); Encyclopedia Judaica
(1931); Times (12 Feb. 1862, 3 March 1893). The
obituary in the Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society
(1907) mistakes his birth date as 1821.

AUSTIN (né Ornstein), HERSCHEL LEWIS
(r1 March 1911-8 April 1974), politician and
businessman. Born Herschell Ornstein in
Plymouth, he grew up in poverty in London’s
East End. He left school at 11, working as
a carpenter, and taking night classes at
Toynbee Hall. With his four brothers, he
became a low-cost furniture manufacturer
(Austinsuits), who pioneered the use of ‘flat
pack’ home assembly furniture. During the
Second World War his firm, which was then
known as F. Austin Leyton Ltd., manufac-
tured parts of the Mosquito fighter plane. In
1944—5 he was a sub-lieutenant in the RNVR.
From 1945-50 he served as Labour MP for
Manchester Stretford. Following his defeat in
the 1950 general election he lived in Jamaica,
where he was a diplomatic envoy.

Times (11 April 1974); JC (19 April 1974); online
sources.

AXELRAD, MAURICE (1879-1953), actor.
Born Meier Axelrad in Jassy, Romania, he
began acting in Yiddish productions in his
teens, emigrating while still young to London,
where he worked in a hat factory. Becoming a
professional actor, he established himself as
one of the best-loved comedians on the Yiddish
stage, and was dubbed ‘The Jewish Dan Leno’
by his East End admirers. He appeared to great
acclaim at the Pavilion Theatre and the Grand
Palais, both in Whitechapel, as well as the
Alexandra Theatre in Stoke Newington, and
also trod the boards in Paris and Buenos Aires.
In JC reports his forename is spelled Morris.

Mazower.

AYER, Sir ALFRED JULES (29 October
191027 June 1989), philosopher. Born in
London to a Jewish mother and a non-Jewish

father, a banker and timber merchant, he was
educated at Eton and Oxford. From 1946-59
he was Grote Professor of the Philosophy of
Mind and Logic at the University of London,
and from 1959—78 Wykeham Professor of
Logic at Oxford. A religious sceptic, known
particularly for his work on Logical Positivism
and on the verification principle, he became a
household name as a regular on the BBC’s The
Brains Trust. Made FBA in 1952 and knighted
in 1970, he received many honorary degrees,
and from his retirement until 1983 was a
Fellow of Wolfson College, Oxford. His
works include Language, Truth and Logic (1936),
The Foundations of Empirical Knowledge (1940),
Philosophical Essays (1954), Metaphysics and
Common Sense (1969), and The Central Question of
Philosophy (1973).

ODNB; A.J. Ayer, Part of My Life (1977); idem, More of
My Life (1984); B. Rogers, A. J. Ayer: A Life (2000).

AYLLON, SOLOMON BEN JACOB (c1655—
1728), *Haham. A rather mysterious figure
who had claimed to have been born in Safed,
the important centre of kabbalistic learning
where he lived for several years, he was prob-
ably a native of Salonika. When collecting alms
for the Jews of Palestine he went from Safed
to Leghorn (Livorno), and in 1689 reached
London, where in June he was appointed
Haham. Owing to rumours that he had fol-
lowed Shabbetai Zevi and to a sustained cam-
paign against him by two congregrants, father
and son, his tenure was difficult, and in about
1690, during this communal in-fighting,
London’s Ashkenazim broke from Sephardi
hegemony to form their own community. In
1700 his congregation’s lay governing body
cleared him of the calumny he endured.
Nevertheless, he resigned and assumed a
comparable post in Amsterdam, where fur-
ther controversy — and a successful career —
awaited him. He left behind in England his
collection of books, purchased earlier by his
congregation as the nucleus ofits library.

EJ; JE; Gaster, History of the Ancient Synagogue;
Hyamson, Sephardim; Katz, JHE.

AYRTON (née Marks), HERTHA (28 April
1854—26 August 1923), electrical engineer



and feminist. Born [Phoebe] Sarah Marks in
Portsea, the daughter ofa watchmaker/jewel-
lerwho died in 1861 and niece on her mother’s
side of Marion *Hartog and Celia *Levetus,
she was educated at her aunts’ school in
London, was dubbed Hertha by Mathilde
*Blind’s half-sister, and read mathematics
at Girton College, Cambridge. In common
with other Cambridge women before 1947
she was barred from taking a degree. She
patented a line divider, published problems
and solutions in Mathematical Questions from
the Educational Times, and attended classes
in electricity at Finsbury Technical College
given by William Ayrton (1847-1908), whose
second wife she became in 1885; his daugh-
ter by his first marriage married Israel
*Zangwill. In 1902, the year her book The
Electric Arc appeared, she was nominated
FRS - but was not elected, since as a married
woman she was, from a legal standpoint, a
non-person and therefore deemed ineligible.
Despite the Sex Disqualification Removal
Act (1919), which swept away this impedi-
ment, she was not nominated again. In 1904
she delivered to the society the first paper
ever read to it by a woman: ‘The Origin and
Growth of the Ripple Mark’. In 1906, with the
award of the Hughes Medal, she became the
first female sole recipient of a Royal Society
medal (Marie Curie had been ajointrecipient)
and was the first woman elected to member-
ship of the Institute of Electrical Engineers.
She developed arc lamp technology, anti-air-
craft search lights, and the Ayrton Anti-Gas
Fan, of military use in fanning away poison
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gas (100,000 were used on the Western Front
during the First World War). An ardent fem-
inist, whose home was used by Emmeline
Pankhurst and other suffragettes recuper-
ating from bouts of hunger strikes, she was
a founder of the International Federation of
University Women in 1919 and the National
Union of Scientific Workers in 1920. Barbara
Ayrton *Gould was her daughter.

ODNB; JC (31 Aug. 1923, 9 April 1923); E. Sharp,
Hertha Ayrton, 1854—1923 (1926); WWW.

AZULAY, GERTRUDE FLORENCE (1870-6
March 1961), piano teacher. Born in Islington,
the daughter of a garment manufacturer,
she was educated at the Guildhall School of
Music. In 1893 she established her own piano
school at home in Kilburn. She organised, for
charity, performances of her pupils at pub-
lic venues, lectured on Jewish music, and in
1916 devised a concert that paid tribute to the
antiquity of Jewish music and to recent Jewish
composers; it was complemented by Jewish
folksongs and Hebrew Yemenite songs. From
1923 she taught at London’s Trinity College
of Music. Her The Child’s Own Book of Great
Composers, co-authored by Thomas Tapper and
issued in 10 parts (1929—32), was republished
as the two-volume The Illustrated Book of Great
Composers (1937).

Times (8 March 1961); JC (22 March 1957, 24 March
1961).
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BABAD, ABRAHAM MOSES (1909—31 March
1966), Orthodox rabbi. Born in Mikulince,
Poland (now Milkulintsy, Ukraine), to a
well-known rabbinical family, he studied
under his uncle before arriving in London
in 1936, marrying the daughter of Rabbi I.
A. *Margulies and serving the small Ahavat
Emet shul in east London. In 1937 he was
appointed Principal, with Rabbi (later Dayan)
Michael *Fisher, of the Yeshivah Or Yisroel in
Stamford Hill consisting of 20 boys rescued
from Europe by Rabbi Dr S. *Schonfeld. He
became rabbi of the Edgware Adath Yisroel
Synagogue in 1943 and of the Sunderland
Beth Hamedrash in 1947. A leader of the
British Aguda movement, he contributed
regular editorials to the Jewish Tribune and the
Aguda Bulletin. He followed the Belzer rebbe,
and supported Belz institutions in London,
Antwerp, and Israel. His son Joseph Dov
Babad (b. 1949), educated at the *Gateshead
Yeshivah and in Israel, became Dayan of the
London ‘New’ Belz community.

JC (8, 15 April 1966); Rabinowicz, A World Apart.

BACHARACH, ALFRED LOUIS (11 August
1891-16 July 1966), food scientist and writer
on music. London-born, a stockbroker’s
son, educated at St Paul’'s School and at
Clare College, Cambridge, he worked in the
Wellcome Research Laboratories, and in
1920 joined Joseph Nathan & Co. Ltd, which
became Glaxo Laboratories (a pioneering
company in the field of infant nutrition).
There he remained until 1956, making import-
ant contributions to the study of vitamins,
their assays, and their nutritional aspects. He
wrote Science and Nutrition (1938) and edited
The Nation’s Food (1946). He was Vice-President
of the Royal Institute of Chemistry and of the
Society of Chemical Industry, and President of
the Nutrition Society (1959—62). A pianist and
connoisseur of music, he produced The Music
Companion (1934), Lives of the Great Composers
(1935), British Music of Our Time (1946), and The
Music Masters (1948—56). A lifelong left-winger

and Hampstead resident, he belonged to
the Fabian Society and served on the Labour
Research Department Executive Committee
for several decades.

Times (18, 21, 29 July 1966); WWW; BMJ (30 July 1966);
ODNB.

BACON, MAX (1 March 1904-3 December
1969), drummer and comedian. Born in
London, he worked with several top bands,
including Ronnie Munro’s, Arthur Lally’s, and
Bert *Ambrose’s. He had a typically Jewish
brand of humour, and can be heard with Bert
Ambrose on the recording of Cohen the Crooner
(The Crosby of Mile-End). By the outbreak of
the Second World War he was acknowledged
as the foremost dance band drummer, and
during the war he performed with ENSA as
a drummer and comedian. He later worked
in variety, played a role in the Crazy Gang,
and acted in the play The Diary of Anne Frank.
He wrote Max on Swing (1934), an instruction
manual for drummers. His brother Sydney
was also a drummer, and he was related to
Victor *Feldman as well as to the fine lyric
tenor Rev. S. Backon, who was for a time can-
tor at the *New Synagogue. As drummer in
the band Love Affair, Max Bacon’s nephew,
Southgate-born Maurice Bacon (26 January
1952-), played Everlasting Love which reached
Number One (1968).

JC (15 Dec. 1933, 8 March 1957, g Feb. 1968, 5 Dec.
1969); Times (4, 5, 11 Dec. 1969).

BADDIEL, DAVID (28 May 1964-), comedian
and writer. Born in the USA to British parents,
hewas educated at Haberdashers’ Aske’s Boys’
School, Hertfordshire, and obtained a double
Firstin English at King’s College, Cambridge.
He performed with the Cambridge Footlights,
and became a stand-up comedian and a writer
of jokes and sketches. He and Frank Skinner,
with whom he starred in Baddiel and Skinner
Unplanned on television, topped the British
singles chart with their football anthem Three
Lionsand again with its update. One of his nov-
els, The Secret Purposes (2004), is partly based
on the experiences of his maternal grand-
father while interned as an ‘enemy alien’ dur-
ing the Second World War. A great-uncle and



namesake was President of the *Gateshead
Yeshivah in the 1930s.

Online sources.

BAECK, LEO (23 May 1873—2 November 1956),
Liberal rabbi and theologian. Born in Lissa,
Prussian Posen (now Leszno, Poland) into
a rabbinic family, he studied initially at the
Jewish Theological Seminary in Breslau and
then at the Hochschule fiir die Wissenschaft
des Judentums in Berlin. After occupying
pulpits in Oppeln and Diisseldorf he went to
Berlin, serving as a rabbi as well as a lecturer
in Midrash and homiletics at the Hochschule.
His work in Berlin was interrupted by his time
as an army chaplain during the First World
War, serving on both the Western and Eastern
fronts. His personal stature and learning
made him respected throughout all sections
of German Jewry: in 1922 he was elected
head of the Allgemeine Deutscher Rabbiner
Verband (Union of German Rabbis) — which
linked rabbis of all denominations — and
he was President of Germany’s B’'nai B'rith
from 1924 until its dissolution by the Nazis
in 1937. Moreover, despite being a non-Zion-
ist politically, he was one of the leaders of
the Jewish Agency for Palestine. When the
Reichsvertretung der Juden in Deutschland
(the Jewish Organisation for the German
Reich) was formed in 1933 as the representa-
tive body of Germany Jewry, he was chosen
as President. His high reputation was partly
the result of his defence of Judaism against
Christian polemics in his Essence of Judaism
(1gos) and The Pharisees and Other Essays (1934).
It was also based on his personal conduct,
which was to be epitomised by his refusal to
abandon German Jewry by accepting pres-
tigious offers from overseas, and by the
morale-enhancing lectures he gave to the
other inmates of Theresienstadt concentra-
tion camp, where he had been sent in 1943.
After the war he settled in London, where he
was in demand as a teacher and preacher. He
was active on behalf of the WUPJ, of which
he had been elected President in 1939, and in
1951 also became President of the RSGB. He
regularly spent time in the USA, lecturing at
HUC, Cincinnati. He continued to write, pro-
ducing This People Istael (1955) and Judaism and
Christianity (1958). The Leo Baeck Institute,
founded in 1954 for the study of German
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Jewish history, and the *Leo Baeck College
were named in his honour.

EJ; A. H. Friedlander, Leo Baeck, Teacher of
Theresienstadt (1968).

BAGRIT, Sir LEON (13 March 1902—22 April
1979), industrialist and philanthropist. He
was born in Kiev, the son of a jeweller. The
family arrived in London in 1914, and he
gained the prize for English at St Olive’s
School, Southwark. He read law at Birkbeck
College, London, and joined a firm of weigh-
ing machine and scale manufacturers, even-
tually setting up his own firm in 1935. In 1943
it was taken over by Elliott Brothers, and he
became Managing Director. He expanded it
to play a pioneering role in introducing auto-
matic control equipment and made a number
of much-imitated innovations in manager-
ial procedures. In 1957 Elliott-Automation
Ltd was established, with him as Managing
Director. In 1967 it became a part of English
Electric (later GEC-Elliott), of which he was
Chairman (1968—73). In 1964 he delivered the
Reith Lectures on ‘The Age of Automation’
(later published), reflecting his breath of
vision. He was Chairman of the Friends of
Covent Garden and President of the British
Friends of Haifa Technion and other Israeli
bodies. In 1965 he received the RSA’s Albert
Medal. He was a member of the Council for
Scientific and Industrial Research. Knighted
in 1962, he left £2.3 million.

ODNB; WWW; Jolles.

BAKSTANSKY, LAVY (5 May 190418 January
1971), barrister and communal leader. Born in
Slonim, Belarus, then part of Tsarist Russia,
he moved with his family to Palestine. After
attending the Herzlia Gymnasium in Jaffa he
studied at the LSE, becoming President of the
Association of Young Zionists in 1927 while
an undergraduate. Having graduated LLB
and BSc (Econ) he was called to the Bar by the
Middle Temple in 1929. Soon afterwards he
was appointed General Secretary of this coun-
try’s *Zionist Federation, remaining in office
until his death, and proving himselfa formid-
able, and reputedly dictatorial, administrator
with considerable negotiating skills. He was
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Joint Secretary of the Central British Fund
for German Jewish Relief, formed in 1933. He
represented an East End congregation on the
Board of Deputies, and was among the mas-
terminds of the Board’s takeover by Zionists
in 1943, a pivotal event that reflected the pre-
vailing mood of British Jewry. He was instru-
mental in founding the Jewish Observer and
Middle East Review, and was also Director of
the United (renamed Joint) Palestine Appeal.

JC (20 March 1970, 22 Jan. 1971); Times (3 Feb. 1971);
WWW] 1965; Alderman, MB].

BALCOMBE, Sir [ALFRED] JOHN (29 Sep-
tember 1925—9 June 2000), judge. The son of
an electronics manufacturer, he was educated
at Winchester (Scholar) and at New College,
Oxford (Exhibitioner), obtaining a First in
jurisprudence. He served in the Royal Sig-
nal Corps, 1943—7. Called to the Bar by Lin-
coln’s Inn in 1950 (QC, 1969; Bencher, 1977;
Treasurer, 1999), he served as a Lord Justice
of Appeal, 1985-95; was Chairman of the
London Marriage Guidance Council, 1982-8;
and was a member of the General Commit-
tee of the Bar, 1967—71. Knighted in 1977, he
became a Privy Councillor in 1985. He wrote
works on the law and was an Hon. Fellow of
the HUJ.

WWW; JC (14 July 2000); Jolles.

BALCON, Sir MICHAEL ELIAS (19 May
1896-17 October 1977), film producer.
The son of an impoverished tailor from
Eastern Europe, he won a scholarship to the
George Dixon Grammar School in his native
Birmingham, and then worked in a rubber
factory. Around 1920 he went into partner-
ship with Victor *Saville in a film distributing
company, Victory Motion Pictures, which was
financially backed by Oscar *Deutsch. Moving
to London, the partners began to produce
films in 1923. Their silent films from this
period include Alfred Hitchcock’s The Lodger
(1926). During the 1930s Balcon produced
many of Hitchcock’s most famous films,
including The 39 Steps (1935). Balcon employed
many Jewish refugees from Nazi Germany,
and also produced the famous documentary
Man of Aran (1934). From 1936—8 he spent two

unhappy years in Hollywood, before reaching
his zenith at Ealing Studios, where he pro-
duced Kind Hearts and Coronets (1949) and many
other classics. Following the closure of Ealing
Studios in the late 1950s he became associ-
ated with ‘New Wave’ films such as Saturday
Night and Sunday Morning (1960). Knighted in
1948, he was one of the seminal figures in the
‘golden age’ of British cinema. He wrote an
autobiography, Michael Balcon Presents (1969).
His wife Aileen (née Leatherman; 1904—88)
received an MBE for her war work. Their
daughter was the actress Jill Balcon (3 January
1925-18 July 2009), born Jill Angela Henriette
Balcon and educated at Roedean, who mar-
ried future Poet Laureate Cecil Day-Lewis.
Jill’s son is Daniel Day-Lewis (29 April 1957-),
the well-known actor who starred in such
films as In the Name of the Father (1993) and The
Gangs of New York (2002). His sister is Tamasin
Day-Lewis (17 September 1953-), the popular
television chef and food writer.

ODNB; Jolles; WWW; Guardian (20 July 2009: Jill
Balcon).

BALFOUR DECLARATION, the first expres-
sion of sympathy for Zionist aspirations by any
national government, took the form of a letter
dated 2 November 1917 that Foreign Secretary
Arthur James Balfour wrote on behalf of
the British government to the second Lord
*Rothschild: ‘His Majesty’s Government view
with favour the establishment in Palestine
of a national home for the Jewish people,
and will use their best endeavours to facili-
tate the achievement of this object, it being
clearly understood that nothing shall be done
which may prejudice the civil and religious
rights of existing non-Jewish communities
in Palestine, or the rights and political status
enjoyed by Jews in any other country. I should
be grateful ifyou would bring this declaration
to the knowledge of the Zionist Federation’.
The Declaration was the culmination of
years of activity on the part of the *Zionist
Federation and such individuals as Chaim
*Weizmann and his circle, ranging from WZO
Secretary-General Nahum Sokolow, who was
London-based during the First World War, to
C. D. Scott, Editor of the influential Manchester
Guardian (precursor of today’s London-based
Guardian). As early as 19o6 Weizmann had
met Arthur Balfour and explained to him why



the offer of territory in East Africa, made in
1903 by the British government, was unac-
ceptable to followers of Herzl. In January 1917
Weizmann was introduced to Sir Mark Sykes,
an assistant secretary to the War Cabinet and
architect of the Sykes-Picot Treaty of 1916 (a
secret agreement between Britain, France,
Russia, and Italy regarding post-war partition
of the tottering Ottoman Empire). At a meet-
ing on 7 February attended by Cabinet mem-
ber Herbert *Samuel, who supported Zionist
aspirations, Sykes and Zionist leaders began
the negotiations that led to the Declaration.
The British government believed that if Jews
in Russia realised that fulfilment of Zionist
aims depended on an Allied victory they
would strive to keep Russia in the war, while
for the same reason American Jews would
exert pressure on their country to enter it.
There were rumours that Germany planned
to make a pro-Zionist statement, so time
was of the essence. Nevertheless, political
expediency was not the sole motive, for the
Imperial War Cabinet had a number of phi-
losemitic members, not least Prime Minister
David Lloyd George himself, and another,
Jan Smuts, later wrote that moral and reli-
gious factors played their full part in the deci-
sion to issue the Declaration. Balfour signed
the Declaration in his capacity as Foreign
Secretary, but it was the collective product of
Cabinet and the outcome of several drafts.
The final draft was the work of L. S. *Amery.
Like Cabinet member Lord Milner and others
who had tried their hand at it, he had to take
into account the sensibilities not only of those
who were pushing for the British government
to support Zionist aspirations in Palestine but
of such people as Edwin *Montagu, Secretary
of State for India, who feared that the fulfil-
ment of Zionist objectives would threaten the
citizenship status of Jews who had no wish
to settle in Palestine and would jeopardise
Britain’s relations with the Muslim world.
The Times (24 May 1917) had carried a letter
signed by *Board of Deputies President D.
L.*Alexander and *Anglo-Jewish Association
(AJA) President C. G. *Montefiore deploring
Zionist aims, and a week after publication of
the Balfour Declaration the League of British
Jews was formed, consisting of those two
men and other prominent anti-Zionists under
the presidency of Conservative MP Lionel de
*Rothschild. On 23 April 1919 aletter appeared
in the Morning Post from ten leading members
of the League, accusing the JC and the Jewish
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World of supporting Bolshevism. That same
year the League launched a rival newspaper,
the Jewish Guardian. The League consisted of
archetypal ‘Englishmen of the Mosaic per-
suasion’ and was out of step with the mass
of British Jewry, especially recent arrivals
from Eastern Europe. In 1915 some 50,000
British Jews had signed a petition urging
the establishment of a ‘publicly recognised,
legally secured home for the Jewish people
in Palestine’, and in June 1917 the Conjoint
Foreign Committee of the Board of Deputies
and the AJA, which reflected the opinion
expressed in the Alexander-Montefiore letter,
suffered an adverse vote in the Board and was
effectively emasculated. On 24 April 1920 the
BalfourDeclarationwasapproved atthe Allies’
conference at San Remo, and it was incorpo-
rated in the Mandate for Palestine conferred
on Britain by the League of Nations on 24 July
1922. Anglo-Jewish anxieties regarding the
possible charge of ‘dual loyalties’ were allayed
during the early years of the Mandate, and
led to widespread support for philanthropic
Zionism, but with the British government’s
gradual dilution of the terms of the Balfour
Declaration in White Papers, anxieties flared
anew, putting the communal leadership of
long-established *‘Cousinhood’ families on
a collision course with pro-Zionist leaders of
recent Eastern European derivation, such as
Selig *Brodetsky who became President of the
Board of Deputies in 1943. The British govern-
ment and the Zionist movement found that
issuance of the Balfour Declaration was one
thing, practical implementation of it quite
another, until on 14 May 1948 the matter was
wrested from British hands with David Ben-
Gurion’s declaration of the State of Israel.

P. Goodman, Zionism in England 1899—1949 (1949);
0. K. Rabinowicz, ‘Herzl, Architect of the Balfour
Declaration’, Herzl Year Book, 1 (1958), 1-106; S. A.
Cohen, English Zionists and British Jews: The Communal
Politics of Anglo-Jewry, 1895-1929 (1982).

BALINT (née Albu; formerly Eichholz),
ENID FLORA (12 December 1903-30 July
1994), psychoanalyst and welfare worker,
and BALINT, MICHAEL MAURICE (3
December 1896—31 December 1970), psy-
choanalyst. Born in Hampstead, Enid was
schooled locally and at Cheltenham Ladies’
College. In 1925 she graduated BSc (Econ)
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from the LSE, where she had specialised in
public administration. She organised the
Citizens’ Advice Bureaux in London for the
Family Welfare Association, and was associ-
ated in her work with Lily *Pincus. Previously
married to Alfred *Eichholz’s Cambridge-
born son Robert Nathaniel Eichholz, a phil-
ologist, she married Michael *Balint, with
whom she professionally collaborated, in
1953. Born Mihaly Bergsmann in Budapest,
son of a general medical practitioner, Balint
graduated in medicine in Budapest (1920),
later obtaining a PhD in biochemistry, and
having studied appropriately set up as a psy-
choanalyst in 1926. He directed the Budapest
Psychoanalytical Institute from 1935—9, when
he fled to England. From 1939—45 he worked
in Manchester, was naturalised in 1947, and
directed a child guidance clinic in Preston
(possibly the first of its nature in this coun-
try). Attached to the Tavistock Clinic and
UCH, he set up discussion groups for medical
students and doctors; these became known
worldwide as Balint Groups. His book The
Doctor, His Patient and the Illness (1957) became
a world-wide classic. He was President of
the British Psychoanalytical Society (1968).
His widow Enid kept alive the International
Balint Federation that was established in his
honour.

ODNB; Times (5 Jan. 1971); Lancet (16 Jan. 1971).

BALKIN, HARRY (7 December 1920-3
August 2003), educationist. Born in the East
End, he grew up in Canning Town, where his
immigrant parents ran a small general store.
He received his Hebrew education at the
Great Garden Street Synagogue’s cheder, left
school at 14, and attended evening classes at
the *Yeshivah Etz Chaim. During the Second
World War he was a lance bombardier in the
Royal Artillery, afterwards qualifying as a
teacher at Wandsworth Training College
and joining the staff of Stepney Jewish
School. In 1970 it relocated with 40 pupils to
Barkingside, Essex, as Ilford Jewish Primary
School. From 1975-85 he was Headmaster,
seeing enrolments rise to 480. In addition he
taught Hebrew at classes attached to several
synagogues and was an award-winning crea-
tive writer.

JC (16 Oct. 2009).

BALLIN, ADA SARAH (4 May 1862—28 May
1906), author and journalist. The daugh-
ter of a London merchant, she was edu-
cated privately and at UCL (Hollier Hebrew
Scholarship; Fielden Scholarship for French
and German). With her brother she co-au-
thored A Hebrew Grammar with Exercises Selected
from the Bible (1881). Interested in medical mat-
ters and hygiene, she lectured to the National
Health Society during the 188os, founding in
1887 an illustrated monthly, Baby: The Mothers’
Magazine. She also contributed to other maga-
zines, and during the 18gos wrote and edited a
number of pamphlets in the ‘Mother’s Guide’
series. In 1898 she launched Womanhood, a
magazine aimed at well-educated women. She
invented several products relating to health
and childcare. Her books included Health and
Beauty in Dress (1892), Nursery Cookery (1900),
and From Cradle to School (1902). Despite two
marriages, both to non-Jews, she styled her-
self ‘Mrs Ballin’. She died after falling from a
window of her home off Portman Square and
becoming impaled on railings.

ODNB; JE.

BALOGH, THOMAS, BARON BALOGH (2
November 19o5—20 January 1985), econo-
mist and government advisor. The son of the
director of Budapest’s transport board and
the grandson of Professor Bernard Levy, he
was baptised in childhood. Educated at the
universities of Budapest and Berlin and at
Harvard, he worked in banking. He was a
lecturer at UCL (1934—40), and from 194073
taught at Balliol College, Oxford, where he
was University Reader in Economics from
1960 and one of the founders of the Institute
of Statistics. With Nicholas *Kaldor, he was
one of the ‘Hungarian’ advisors to Harold
Wilson, and was chiefly responsible for
Wilson’s arguably unfortunate creation of
a Department of Economic Affairs, under
George Brown, in 1964. In 1968 he was given
a life peerage and later served in the third
Wilson government as Minister of State in the
Department of Energy, 1974—5. He served as
Deputy Chairman of the British National Oil
Company from 1976—8, and was Chairman of
the Fabian Society in 1970.

ODNB; JC (14 June 1968); WWW; Rubinstein,
Life Peers.



BAND, DAVID (8 April 1931-15 November
2003), educationist. Born in London, he
was educated at St Clement Danes Grammar
School, Hammersmith, and having attended
the Zionist youth group Habonim’s training
farm moved in 1949 to an Israeli kibbutz.
Family circumstances brought him back to
England in 1957, and after gaining teaching
qualifications he worked in several London
primary schools, becoming deputy head-
master of one. In 1969 he was appointed
headmaster of the *Simon Wolfson Jewish
School, which he steered through critical
years which included its relocation and
name change, until his retirement in 199o0.
Additionally, he headed (1972—7) Hampstead
Synagogue’s religion school, and then spent
22 years inspecting Hebrew classes in small
provincial communities on behalf of the
Jewish Memorial Council. He moved to Israel
in 2000.

JC (12 Dec. 2003).

BANDOFF, BENJAMIN (fl. 1850-65), boxer.
His first match was in 1853; after 75 rounds,
and with the approach of darkness, it was
declared a draw. Among those whom he sub-
sequently vanquished was the Australian
boxer Frederick Jackson (‘Black Billy’ or
‘Young Sambo’), in 1863 at Home Circuit after
40 rounds. Bandoff retired from the ring fol-
lowing his defeat in 1865 at Thames Haven by
John Smith, the ‘Brighton Doctor’, after 16
rounds.

JE; JC (5 April 1912); information kindly provided by
Australian boxing historian Michael J. Clarke.

BARCLAY (né Bercoff), CLIFFORD HENRY
(28 December 1go7—October 1992), account-
ant, businessman, and philanthropist. Born
to the owners of a furrier and tailoring busi-
ness in Bayswater, he won a scholarship to
Regent Street Polytechnic. At 18 he was arti-
cled to a small City accounting firm, becom-
ing a partner six years later. In 1951 he
opened its West End office, leaving in 1955
to pursue business interests in property,
clothing, electronics, motor distribution,
and wine. As advisor to the Cinematrograph
Exhibitors’ Association from 1934-55, he
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became Chairman of the All-Industry Tax
Committee, negotiating the abolition of
the Entertainment Tax, and from 1968—75
was President of the British Film Producers’
Association. He played an influential role
during the formative years of the British
Association of Film and Television Arts
(BAFTA). He participated (1966—8) in the
governmental inquiry into Association
Football, and was Chairman (1975-85) of
the Football Grounds Improvement Trust.
He was a member (1968-72) of the govern-
ment-appointed committee that issued the
1973 Russell Report on Adult Education,
and a governor from 1971 of the LSE, at
which a series of public lectures was insti-
tuted in his memory. In 1963 he founded
the Oxford Centre for Management Studies
(now Templeton College, Oxford). He was
President of the *West London Synagogue
from 1983-8.

JC (20 Sept. 1935, 6 Nov. 1992).

BARD, BASIL JOSEPH ASHER (20 August
1914—2 February 2002), barrister, administra-
tor, and licensing expert. London-born, the
son of Abram Isaac Bard (d. 1971), Chairman
of the Kashrus Commission, he was educated
at Dame Alice Owen’s School, Islington,
and the Royal College of Science (Imperial
College), where he obtained a PhD on the
properties of coal. He was called to the Bar
in 1938 by Gray’s Inn, where he came first
out of 112 candidates and was awarded the
Birkenhead Scholarship. He served in the
Coal Commission’s legal department from
1939—4I and then did war-related work on
explosives research and on aircraft problems.
From 1950-74 he was employed at the National
Research Development Corporation, where he
was involved with translating British inven-
tions into industrial applications and which
he served as Managing Director, 1971-3. He
helped to found the English branch of the
Licensing Executives Society. In 1968 he was
appointed CBE. He was President of the AJA
(1977-83), Chairman of the Jewish Memorial
Council (1982—9), and an Hon. Fellow of the
HUJ.

JC (28 Aug. 1914, 29 July 1938, 15 March 1968, 26 Feb.
1971, 1 March 2002); WWW; Times (28 Oct. 1937, 3
Jan., 27 Feb. 1968, 5 Aug. 1970).
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BARDER, Sir BRIAN LEON (20 June 1934-),
diplomat. Of Jewish extraction, Bristol-born
Sir Brian was educated at Sherborne School
and St Catherine’s College, Cambridge, and
did National Service as an army lieuten-
ant. He joined the Colonial Office in 1957
and HM Diplomatic Service in 1965. From
1978-82 he headed the Central and Southern
(later Southern) African Department at
the FCO. He was Ambassador to Ethiopia
(1982-6), to Poland (1986-8), and to Benin
(1988-91), when he was concurrently High
Commissioner to Nigeria. From 1991—4 he
was High Commissioner to Australia. In 2004
he was one of 52 former British diplomats,
including known Arabists, who signed a con-
troversial statement critical of Prime Minister
Tony Blair’s policy towards Iraq and Israel.

WW; online sources.

BARKER, [James] ELLIS (9 May 1870-16 July
1948), writer. A doctor’s son, born Otto Julius
Eltzbacher in Cologne, he was naturalised
British about 19oo. He wrote prolifically on
politics, warning Britain about the danger of
conflict with the Kaiser’s Germany, urging
the requisite military, naval, and economic
preparations, and advocating Free Trade. He
also advocated homeopathic medicine, and
wrote many popular books on medical topics.
He was foundation Hon. Secretary of the New
Health Society. In 1932 he became Editor of
The Homeopathic World, broadening its scope,
and re-titling it Heal Thyself. Since he con-
cealed his Jewish origins, the Penny Illustrated
Post’s attack on him, R. D. *Blumenfeld and
Alphonse*Courlander, whichled toagrrlibel
suit, referred disparagingly to his German
birth and to the ‘foreign’ Jewish origin only
of the other two. Churchill’s mocking refer-
ence to Barker’s German origin in a speech
in Derby during 1910 was par for the course
among the Barker’s political opponents in the
prelude to the First World War. His numer-
ous works included The Rise and Decline of the
Netherlands (1906), Economic Problems and Board
of Trade Methods (1908), Germany’s Annexationist
Aims (1917), America’s Secret (1927), Miracles of
Healing (1932), and My Testament of Healing
(1939).

JC (22 Nov. 1912); Times (12 Jan. 1910, 9 March 1911,
16 July 1948); WWW.

BARLIN, FREDERICK BENJAMIN (fl.
1802—7), portrait painter. Little is known about
him, but he was apparently the son of a Rev.
Berliner, chazan of the Chatham Synagogue.
He exhibited at the RA and painted oil por-
traits of Chief Rabbi S. *Hirschell and of
Haham R. *Meldola.

EJ (as Frederick William Barlin); JC (4 Nov. 1887, 14
Jan. 1966).

BARNA, VICTOR (24 August 191128
February 1972), world table tennis cham-
pion. Born Gy6z06 Viktor Braun in Budapest,
the son of a master printer, by the mid-1930s
he was acknowledged as the greatest table
tennis player in the world, and was in the
Hungarian team that won the Swaythling
Cup several times. He worked for the Dunlop
Sports Company from 1946, assuming British
citizenship in 1947. He won the world singles
title five times, became world men’s doubles
champion eight times, and won the world
mixed doubles twice. He won over 20 English
Open titles and the Open Championships
of the USA, France, Hungary, Germany, and
Austria. He wrote Table Tennis Today (1962).
Prominent Anglo-Jewish table tennis play-
ers during the 1920s to 1940s included J.
Bernstein, Ernie Bubley, Benny Casofsky, M.
Cohen (who won the men’s single English
Open Championship in 1922), M. J. Cowan,
F. Cromwell, F. Gerhard, Maurice Goldsmith,
Hyman Lurie, Arthur Melnick, Ivor *Montagu,
H. Rosen, and H. H. Rosenthal.

ODNB; JC (9 Dec. 1932, 2 March 1934, 22 Feb. 1935,
24Jan., 14 Feb. 1936, 19 Feb. 1937, 2 April 1954);
Times (1 March 1972).

BARNARD, DANIEL (1825-79), music
hall proprietor and impresario. A native of
Chatham, he was that town’s High Constable
in 1862, founded and captained its volunteer
Fire Brigade, and was friendly with Charles
Dickens, who lived in nearby Rochester.
Daniel appears in the 1841 Census as a tavern
keeper, and he was still a ‘licensed victualler’
in the 1871 Census. But that belies his import-
ance in the world of entertainment. In about
1850 he opened Chatham’s first music hall, the
Railway Saloon and Music Hall, later known



as Barnard’s Palace of Varieties. For the con-
venience of the town’s soldiers, who had to
be in barracks by 8 p.m., the tradition of two
performances nightly was instituted. Such
great stars as Charlie Chaplin, Harry Lauder,
and Marie Lloyd served their show business
apprenticeships there. The music hall, man-
aged after Daniel’s death by his son Lou, who
also owned Chatham’s Theatre Royal, was
destroyed by fire in 1934. Other members of
Daniel’s family followed in his footsteps. They
included his son [Michael] George Barnard
(c1856-15 January 1937), whose son Ernest
managed the Globe Cinema, Clapham, while
his (Ernest’s) brother Harry managed the Lido
Cinema, Golders Green. Ernest was a pioneer
of Britain’s film industry, showing films as
early as 1899 at the Old Tivoli Music Hall in
Broadmead, Bristol. Another family member,
Samuel, owned the Woolwich Empire, and a
relative and namesake ran the Blue Bell Music
Hall, Portsmouth. The Elephant and Castle, a
Southwark theatre famous for staging popu-
lar melodramas before its conversion to a
cinema, was managed by yet another relative,
Sidney Barnard.

JC (16 Feb., 25 May 1934, 8 May 1936, 22 Jan. 1937, 19
Nov. 1969, 9 Sept. 1994); http://www.ancestry.com.

BARNARD, [HENRY] MICHAEL (8 July
1933-), sportsman. Born in Havant, to a fam-
ily long-established in nearby Portsmouth,
he was educated at Portsmouth Grammar
School, where in addition to soccer and
cricket he also excelled at rugby. After com-
pleting his National Service he became inside
left with the first eleven of a First Division
team, Portsmouth Football Club (‘Pompey’).
He played for Pompey from 19518, and sub-
sequently for Chelmsford. In addition, being
a talented batsman, he played from 1952-6
for Hampshire Cricket Club.

JC (26 Nov. 1954, 5 Aug. 1955, 27 Jan. 1956 [includes
names of other Jewish sportsmen], 25 Aug., 15 Sept.
1961, 12 May 1967); M. Neasom et al., Pompey: The
History of Portsmouth Football Club (1984).

BARNARDO, THOMAS JOHN (4 July
1845-19 September 1905), philanthropist.
Although he was known as Dr Barnardo
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there is no evidence that he ever gained a
medical degree. He was born in Dublin, the
son of John Michaelis Barnardo (1800—74),
a Prussian-born furrier who had arrived in
Ireland in 1823, and who is stated in many
sources to have been of Sephardi Jewish ori-
gin. It should be noted that John married
at the German Church in London, and that
Thomas’s mother was Abigail (née O’Brien).
Baptised as an Anglican, he later became a
Baptist and subsequently a member of the
Plymouth Brethren, and was an evangelical
preacher in Dublin and London’s East End.
In 1868 he opened the first of what were offi-
cially known from 1899 as Dr Barnardo’s
Homes for destitute and abandoned children
in the British slums. He became one of the
best known and most dedicated philanthro-
pists of his day, although he was involved in
many controversies, especially over the debts
he ran up. His charity still exists as one of the
best known in Britain.

ODNB.

BARNATO, BARNETT ISAACS (BARNEY)
(5 July 1852-14 June 1897), gold and diamond
magnate. One of the most famous and suc-
cessful of the ‘Randlords’, he was born in
Aldgate, the son of a shopkeeper; his grand-
father was a rabbi. Barnato’s mother was
said to be related to Sir George *Jessel. He
attended the JFS until the age of 14 and went to
South Africa in 1872 with two cousins and his
brother Henry *Barnato. The Barnato broth-
ers formed a partnership as diamond brokers,
and acquired great wealth after the mid-1870s
when they bought a substantial share of the
Kimberley fields, serving on the Kimberley
Council. In 1880 Barney established the
London branch of Barnato Brothers. He was
widely accused of illegal practices, such as
dealinginstolendiamonds. In1887 hebecame
one of the leading figures in the newly formed
DeBeers Consolidated Diamond Trust, under
Cecil Rhodes, and in 1888 was elected to the
Cape Assembly. In London he lived in princely
fashion in Park Lane, and was well known
on the race course. Increasingly, however, he
showed signs of mental instability and alco-
holism, and in June 1897 he jumped overboard
from the steamer Scot en route to England
from Cape Town. He left £2.8 million in
England. He was an uncle of Woolf *Joel.
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His eldest son Isaac Henry Woolf Barnato
(c1894—26 October 1918), who lived in London,
was a captain in the Royal Flying Corps dur-
ing the First World War, and took part in the
aerial bombardment of Constantinople, one
of the earliest instances of air warfare. He
died during the great Influenza Pandemic,
leaving £661,000. Owing to the similarity of
their names, Barney Barnato is sometimes
confused with Dr Thomas *Barnardo; the two
men were unrelated.

ODNB; Wheatcroft, Randlords; Times (28 Oct. 1918).

BARNATO, HENRY ISAAC (1850—30 Novem-
ber 1908), mining magnate in South Africa.
The brother of the more famous Barnett
(Barney) *Barnato, he was born in Lon-
don and went to South Africa with Barney
in 1871. Together, they established Barnato
Brothers, dealers in diamonds, and the min-
ing brokerage firm of Barnato Consolidated
Mines. Henry Barnato was known as the
silent partner of the operation. In later life
he lived in London, and, like many wealthy
Edwardians, ran racehorses. He was credited
in South African sources with a fortune of
$5.8 million at his death, and left the enor-
mous sum of £2.5 million in England when
he died at 58. He left £250,000 for cancer
research.

ODNB for brother; Dictionary of South African
Biography, 3;JC (4 Dec. 1908).

BARNED, ISRAEL (cr775-3 July 1858), banker
and communal leader. Born in Portsmouth,
and starting out as a watchmaker and gold-
smith, he moved to Liverpool, where he
became a dealer in bullion, and then a banker.
His bank, Barned & Co, which specialised in
loans to shipping, cotton, and timber com-
panies, was started in 1809 by his uncle (d.
1819). In or about 1830 he was joined by his
brothers-in-law, Charles and Lewin *Mozley.
He was an active member of Liverpool’s Seel
Streetcongregation, serving as Senior Warden
(1831—9), and in 1852 laid the foundation stone
of'its new synagogue in Hope Place. He died,
worth £200,000, at his London residence and
was buried in Liverpool. He left a number
of generous bequests, including one to the

Liverpool Hebrew School and a sum to set
up a fund for the city’s poor that lasted until
1998. In 1865 Charles Mozley, who had taken
over the bank on Barned’s death, converted it
into a joint stock company but it collapsed the
following year.

JC (9 July 1858, 21 Jan. 1859, 1 Aug. 1862, 30 June
1865); online sources.

BARNETT, Sir BEN LEWIS (20 July 189425
November 1979), civil servant. Born in
London, the son of a fishmonger, he was
educated at Christ’s Hospital and at Trinity
College, Cambridge. He served as a lieu-
tenant in the Royal Engineers in the First
World War (despatches twice; MC, 1918)
and entered the GPO in 1920. He became a
Principal there in 1930, Telecommunications
Controller for Scotland in 1935, Assistant
Secretary (HQ) in 1939, Director of Inland
Telecommunications in 1946, and Deputy-
Director of the GPO from 1949-56. From
1956—62 he served as Chairman of the
Commonwealth Telecommunications Board.
He was later a director of Pye, ATV Ltd., and
other companies.

WWW; JC 30 Nov. 1979); Jolles.

BARNETT, DAVID (c1796—22 May 1854), mer-
chant and local politician. Russian-born, he
was elected to the Birmingham Town Council
in 1838 and was permitted to take his place
on it despite his refusal to swear the manda-
tory Christian oath. He served as President
of the Birmingham Hebrew Congregation
in 1841, helped to found the local Hebrew
National School, and in 1844 acted as the
Jewish community’s spokesman when the
civil disabilities facing Jews were discussed
by councillors. In 1846 he patented an arith-
metical computer. He chaired a grand ball in
1851, attended by local gentry and civic digni-
taries, held in aid of a Birmingham hospital.
While travelling by train to London, he fell,
inexplicably, to his death near a tunnel on the
outskirts of Coventry.

JC (6 April 1842, 1 Nov. 1844, 15 May 1846, 11 Oct.
1850); G. Burne-Jones, Memorials of Edward Burne-
Jones (1904).



BARNETT, HENRY WALTER (25 January
1862-16 January 1934), photographer. The son
of a merchant, he began working in a pho-
tographer’s studio in his Australian birth-
place, Melbourne, in around 1875. Having
travelled the world, he established his own
studios in Sydney in 1885, photographing
many Australian and visiting celebrities. He
briefly visited London in 1896, but returned to
Sydney, where, in 1897, he filmed Australia’s
first motion picture. In 1897 he moved to
London, and opened a portrait photograph-
er’s studio in the West End that became a
favourite of high society and also of musi-
cians. His photograph of Dame Nellie Melba
(1903) was later used on the Australian $100
bill. He was a member of many photographic
societies and associations. From 1920 he lived
permanently in France, where he died.

ODNB; ADB.

BARNETT, JOEL, BARON BARNETT (14
October 1923-), politician. A Mancunian,
educated at Manchester Central High School,
he trained as an accountant and later headed
a large accountancy firm in his native city.
He served in the RASC in the Second World
War. From 1964-83 he was Labour MP for
Heywood and Royton. He served as Chief
Secretary to the Treasury from March 1974
until the fall of the Labour government in
1979, with a seat in Cabinet from February
1977, an unusual promotion since the post
is usually outside Cabinet. He is best-known
for devising the ‘Barnett Formula’ by which
Scotland and Wales receive higher per cap-
ita grants than does England, owing to their
greater geographical problems. He served as
Chairman of the Commons’ Public Accounts
Committee from 1979—83, when he was cre-
ated a life peer. The author of a well-known
book on the workings of government, Inside
the Treasury (1982), he was Vice-Chairman of
the BBC (1986—93).

Jolles; Stenton; WW; EJ.

BARNETT, JOHN (15 July 1802-16/17 April
1890), composer. His diamond merchant
father, originally surnamed Beer, was a
cousin of the composer Meyerbeer and a
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brother of Aaron Barnett, chazan of London’s
*Hambro’ Synagogue. As a boy with a beauti-
ful alto voice, Bedford-born John sang on the
London stage until about 1818, when his voice
broke. A fine pianist, he had composed a var-
iety of vocal and other works by the time he
turned 18. His The Groves of Pomona (1820) was
performed by John *Braham. From about 1825
he contributed various pieces to stage produc-
tions in major London theatres, continuing
to do so after 1828 when he became co-owner
of a Regent Street music shop. His operettas
included The Convent (1832), a huge success;
that same year he became Musical Director of’
the Olympic Theatre, to which he contributed
burlesques and farces. In 1834 The Mountain of
Sylph, regarded as the first modern English
opera, was staged in London. He also wrote
the operas Fair Rosamond (1837) and Farinelli
(1838). In 1839 he was briefly associated with
Morris *Barnett in running the St James’s
Theatre. He moved to Cheltenham in 1841,
and practised as a singing teacher. He wrote
the acerbic Systems and Singing Masters (1842)
and an exposition of his own method, School
for the Voice (1844). His nephew, John Francis
Barnett (16 October 1837—24 November 1916),
whose mother was not Jewish, was a noted
pianist and composer who taught at the Royal
College of Music.

ODNB; JE.

BARNETT, LIONEL DAVID (1871-1960), ori-
entalist. London-born, he studied Sanskrit
at Cambridge and at Halle. From 1908-36 he
was Keeper of Oriental Printed Books and
Manuscripts at the British Museum, build-
ing up its collection and producing ten cata-
logues in various eastern languages. He was
also (1906-17) Professor of Sanskrit at UCL,
and from 1917-48 lectured in the School of
Oriental Studies (later SOAS) at the University
of London. Active in the Royal Asiatic Society,
he was elected FBA in 1936 and appointed CB
in 1937. Among his works are Antiquities of
India (1913) and Hindu Gods and Heroes (1922). He
was an Elder of the *Bevis Marks Synagogue,
whose records he edited. His London-born
son Richard David Barnett (1909—86), Keeper
of Western Asiatic Antiquities at the British
Museum from 1955-74, wrote such works
as Carchemish: Assyrian Palace Reliefs and Their
Influence on the Sculptures of Babylonia and Persia
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(1960) and Illustrations of Old Testament History
(1966). He organised a special exhibition at
the V&A in 1956 to mark the Tercentenary
of Jewish re-settlement in the British Isles
and wrote its distinguished catalogue. From
1959—61 he was President of the JHSE, for
which he prepared several papers on the
Anglo-Sephardim.

OBNB; EJ.

BARNETT, MORRIS (1800-18 March 1856),
actor, critic, and playwright. Trained as a
musician, he lived in Paris during his youth.
He performed as a comedian in Brighton
and Bath, going on to achieve success in
1833 at London’s Drury Lane Theatre in The
Schoolfellows. In 1837 he won widespread
acclaim for his depiction at the St James’s
Theatre of the title role in Monsieur Jacques,
one of the musical dramas that he adapted
from French pieces. His output also included
a comic opera, The Bold Dragoons; a straight
drama, Married and Unmarried; a comedy,
Circumstantial Evidence; and an operetta, Mrs G
of the Golden Pippin. In 1843 he triumphed in the
title role in Old Guard at the Princess’s Theatre.
For almost seven years he was Music Critic for
The Morning Post and The Era. In 1854, before
he left for North America, he gave a series
of farewell performances at the Adelphi. He
died in Montreal.

ODNB; JE.

BARNETT, PERCY ARTHUR (185926
October 1941), educationist and author.
Born in Plymouth, the son of a laboratory
chemist, he subsequently found himself
in the Jews’ Hospital and Orphan Asylum,
Norwood, where his intellectual brilliance
kindled immense pride. His literary talents
were especially evident. From Norwood he
proceeded to the City of London School, and
then to Trinity College, Oxford, winning in
1877 a valuable scholarship over more than
40 public schoolboys. In 1881 he obtained
a First in Lit. Hum. From 1882-8 he was
Professor of English Literature and History
at Firth College, Sheffield, and from 1889—93
Principal of the Borough Road Teachers’
Training College, Islesworth. In 1893 he was

appointed an inspector of schools and in 1894
of training colleges. From 1902—4 he served
on secondment in Natal as Superintendent of
Education; he co-authored a book on Natal,
published in 1904. He was Chief Inspector of
Teacher Training for the Board of Education
(1go5-12) and Civil Advisor to the War Office
on Army Education (1919—21). His publi-
cations include Common Sense in Education
(1899), The Little Book of Health and Courtesy
(1905), The Story of Robinson Crusoe in Latin
(1906), and Common Sense Grammar (1923).
His wife was the sister of a senior Anglican
clergyman; Charis Ursula *Frankenburg was
his daughter. Sir John *Howard was his half-
brother.

JC 31 Dec. 1869, 26 April 1872, 2 Feb. 1877, 23 Dec.
1881, 16 Dec. 1882, 20 Nov. 1885); 1861 Census
(online); Times (28 Oct. 1841); Lewis, Oxford.

BARNETT, STEPHEN MARK (20 February
1961-), physicist. He was born in London
and educated at Kingsbury High School and
Imperial College (PhD 1985). He held named
research posts at Imperial College, London
(1985—), AEA Harwell and Wolfson College,
Oxford (1987-8), and at Somerville College,
Oxford (1988—90). After a year lecturing in
physics at KCL he joined the University of
Strathclyde, rising in 1996 to be Professor of
Quantum Optics. From 1991—4 he was Royal
Society of Edinburgh Research Fellow, and
in 1994 was awarded the Maxwell Medal and
Prize for the most outstanding theoretical
physicist under the age of 35. He was elected
FRSE in 1996 and FRS in 2006.

JC (28 Jan. 1994); WW; Shalom (Newsletter, Kenton
Jewish Community; Sept. 2006), 30.

BARNSLEY, in South Yorkshire, had a small
Jewish congregation formed in 1903. Their
first service was held that year at Shavuot,
using a Torah scroll lent by the New Briggate
Synagogue, Leeds. Members worshipped on
premises in Castlereagh Street. The congre-
gation disbanded either shortly before or dur-
ing the Second World War. The 2001 Census
showed 35 declared Jews in Barnsley.

JC (12 June 1903, 12 Aug. 2005); JCR-UK.



BARON, BERNHARD (5 December 1850-1
August 1929), tobacco manufacturer and phi-
lanthropist. Born in Brest-Litovsk, he went to
the USA as a child. He worked in a tobacco
factory, opened a tobacco shop, and invented
a cigarette-making machine that was the
basis for his later success. In 1898 he visited
England, and settled in Aldgate as the head of
Baron’s Cigarette Machine Company Ltd. In
1903 he acquired Carrera’s Ltd, an old-estab-
lished cigarette firm, becoming its Chairman
in 1905. He produced the popular Black Cat
and Craven A brands of cigarettes from sev-
eral large factories in London, at a time well
before smoking was considered unhealthy,
and became one of the richest men in Britain.
Although he left £4,945,000, he was bet-
ter known as a great philanthropist, having
given away more than £2 million to charities,
including at least £100,000 to Jewish chari-
ties. He was a member of the LJS. Regarded
as a model employer, he was an early sup-
porter of the Labour Party. He declined a title,
although his son Sir Louis Bernhard *Baron
accepted a baronetcy.

ODNB; DBB; Times (Aug. 1929).

BARON, [JOSEPH] ALEXANDER (4 Decem-
ber 1917-6 December 1999), journalist, nov-
elist, and screenwriter. Born in Maidenhead,
the son of a furrier originally surnamed
Bernstein, he was brought up in Stoke
Newington, was educated at the Grocers’
Company’s School in Hackney, and became
a clerk for the LCC. From 1938—9 he was
Assistant Editor of Tribune and from 1939—40
Editor of the Young Communist League’s
weekly, Challenge, but would later become
disillusioned with communism, seeing it as
a tool of the USSR. During the Second World
War he was an infantryman until invalided
out following injuries. His trilogy of novels
about the war made him widely regarded as
the greatest British novelist of that conflict:
From the City, From the Plough (1948), There’s
No Home (1950), and The Human Kind (1953),
which provided the basis for the 1963 film The
Victors. His other novels include Rosie Hogarth
(1951), Strip Jack Naked (1966), and Franco Is
Dying (1977). In 1946 he became Editor of New
Theatre. He also wrote radio scripts and tele-
vision plays, and adapted a number of clas-
sic novels for BBC television drama series. In
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1992 he was elected an Hon. Fellow of Queen
Mary and Westfield College, London. He left
an unpublished memoir of his life to 1948.

ODNB; EJ; JC (31 Dec. 1999); William Baker, ‘The
World of Alexander Baron’, Jewish Quarterly, 17
(1969), 17—20.

BARON, LEO (cigr6—22 October 198s),
bridge player and judge. The brother of Jacob
*Bronowski, he was born in Plauen, Germany.
Brought up in Britain, he studied law at KCL.
An accomplished and analytical bridge
player, he developed, with Adam Meredith,
the ‘Baron System’, which they described in
Contract Bridge: The Baron System Outlined (1946)
and The Baron System of Contract Bridge (1948).
During wartime service in the RAF he was
stationed in Rhodesia, and in 1952 he estab-
lished a law practice in Bulawayo. A legal
advisor for many years to Joshua Nkomo, he
was subject, in 1965, to a restriction order.
On 11 November 1965, with the Unilateral
Declaration of Independence, he was arrested
by the Smith regime, whose legality he chal-
lenged, and placed in solitary confinement
until April 1967. His health deteriorated, and
on release he went to Britain, but returned to
become Deputy ChiefJustice of Zambia during
the 1970s and a Judge in Zimbabwe’s Supreme
Court. In 1983 he was appointed Acting Chief
Justice of Zimbabwe, but retired shortly after-
wards owing to illness and died in Harare.

Times (31 May 1965, 19 Jan. 1966, 10 May 1980, 3
March 1983, 28 Oct. 1985); JC (10 Dec. 1965, 1 Nov.
1985).

BARON, Sir [LOUIS] BERNHARD, first
Baronet (19 October 1876—6 May 1934), busi-
nessman and philanthropist. The son of
Bernhard *Baron, he entered the family
business in his youth, first with the Baron
Cigarette Manufacturing Company Ltd, and
then as Chairman of Carreras Ltd. He gave
generously to Jewish and other charities and
in 1928 created the Bernard Baron Charitable
Trust, with the Rufus *Isaacs, Marquess of
Reading, among the trustees. He was awarded
a baronetcy in 1930, and left £652,000.

WWW; Jolles; JC (8, 29 June, 7 Dec. 1934).
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BAROU, NOAH (1889—5 September 1955),
economist and communal leader. A native
of Poltava, Ukraine, he joined the outlawed
Poale Zion movement in his teens. In 1908
he enrolled at Kiev University, but following
repeated arrests for Jewish and socialist activ-
ities he was deported, and continued his stud-
ies in Germany. Returning to Russia in 1913,
he was active in Zionism and trade unionism.
Hearrived in London in 1922, was a founder of
the WJC in 1936, and became Chairman of its
European Executive in 1948. Dr Barou played
a key part in negotiations leading to West
Germany’s Restitution payments to Israel.
He was an active member of the *Board of
Deputies. With Maurice *Orbach he founded
the Trades Advisory Council. He wrote many
books and pamphlets, including The Jews in
Work and Trade (1945) and British Trade Unions
(1947). The WJC British Section, of which he
had been Secretary, established an annual
lectureship in his memory.

EJ; JC (9 Sept. 1955); H. F. Infield, ed., Essays ... in
Memory of Dr. Noah Barou (1962); JC (9 Sept. 1955).

BARRETT, ELAINE (1o March 1977-),
Paralympics champion. Based in Stoke
Newington, she won gold, silver, and bronze
medals in breaststroke events at several
Paralympics Games between 1996 and 2004 —
including five gold medals in Argentina in
2002. She achieved several world records for
blind female swimmers, including her 200
metre breaststroke and her oo metre butterfly
at the International Blind Sports Association
Championships in Quebec in 2003.

BARROW, LOUSADA (1816—77), army offi-
cer and colonial administrator. A son of
Simon *Barrow, he is stated to have been,
after Rufus *Isaacs, Marquess of Reading,
the second highest-ranking person of Jewish
parentage to have served in the Indian
Administration. He obtained his first com-
mission in 1836, and saw service in southern
Mahratta county (1844—5) and throughoutthe
Indian Mutiny. Achieving the rank of Major-
General, and awarded the CB in 1858, he was
appointed Commissioner for Lucknow (1864)
and Chief Commissioner of Oude (1871).
Major-General John Lyon Barrow (1812—90)

and Major-General de Symons Barrow (1823—
1905) were his brothers, and the fathers of
distinguished military figures. Another
brother was Captain Francis Octavius
Barrow (1825-59). Lousada’s daughter Rose
Eleanor (or Elinor), by his non-Jewish wife,
was the mother of the staunchly pro-Zionist
Sir Wyndham Henry Deedes (1883-1956) and
grandmother of William Francis Deedes,
Baron Deedes (1913—2007), the distinguished
war correspondent who edited (1974—86) the
Daily Telegraph.

GM, 78 (1808), 748; JHSET, 14, 14; 15, 24; 29, 147;
38, 55; Hyamson, Sephardim; JC (6 March 1891, 1 Jan.
1960, 8 Dec. 1995); Times (29 Dec. 1959); E. Rubin,
140 Jewish Marshals, Generals and Admirals (1952).

BARROW, SIMON (c1788—-30 December 1862),
the firstJewish-born mayor in Britain. Bornin
London, he was an active member of the *Bevis
Marks Synagogue, and Warden and Treasurer
of the associated infirmary, Beth Holim. His
family appears to have left the congregation
in the 1820s. In 1824 he donated a Sefer Torah
to the Bridgetown Hebrew Congregation in
Barbados. He married, in 1808, the sister of
Samuel *De Symons. Having moved to Bath,
he was elected alderman (1836) and mayor
(1837). He was of independent means, a ‘fund-
holder’. His children were baptised, and he
was buried in a non-Jewish cemetery at Bath.
Lousada *Barrow was his son. Sir Barrow
*Ellis was his sister’s son.

GM, 78 (1808), 748; JHSET, 14,14; 15, 24; 29, 147; 38,
55; A. Hyamson, The Sephardim of England (1951); JC
(6 March 1891, 1 Jan. 1960); Times (29 Dec. 1959).

BARROW-IN-FURNESS, in Cumbria near
Morecambe Bay, and Whitehaven, further
north along the coast, both once had small
Jewish congregations. Barrow’s was founded
about 1902, when there were 50 Jews in the
town. The population reached 94 during the
1940s, steadily decreasing from the mid-1g95o0s.
By the early 199os there were just a dozen Jews
there. Based from 1902 until about 1918 in
Crellin Street, from then until 1925 in Abbey
Road, and subsequently in School Street, the
synagogueapparently closed duringthe 1g7os.
Whitehaven’s congregation was founded in



1874 by 11 Lithuanian-born hawkers. They
had a very plain and modest synagogue, the
local shochet acting as reader, treasurer, and
collector. In later years the Whitehaven com-
munity presumably travelled to Barrow for
services. Its first Bar Mitzvah ceremony took
place as late as 1944, in Barrow’s synagogue,
conducted by the Rev. E. Slotki. Barrow’s min-
isters, with the approximate dates of their ten-
ures, included the Revs. M. Franks (1914—20),
I. S. David (1922), D. Caplan (1926—30, 1955—9),
E. Slotki (1930-51), E. Susman (1951-3), and J.
Rockman (1953-5).

JC (6 Nov. 1874, 7 Nov. 1944); JYB; Jolles; JCR-UK.

BART (né Begleiter), LIONEL (1 August
1930—3 April 1999), song-writer and com-
poser of musical comedies. The son of an
East End master tailor from Galicia, he was
largely self-taught in music and briefly stud-
ied painting at St Martin’s School of Art. He
staged cabarets for the Communist-oriented
International Youth Centre, and his tal-
ent was spotted by Alfie *Bass. Changing
his surname to Bart, he worked with Joan
Littlewood, Director of the Theatre Royal,
Stratford East, to produce his long-running
first hit, Fings Ain’t Wot They Used to Be (1959).
Also in 1959 he wrote the music for another
hit, Lock Up Your Daughters. International suc-
cess came in 1960 with the musical Oliver!
(made into a popular film in 1968), based on
Dickens’s Oliver Twist. Unquestionably the
most successful and best-known musical
ever written by a British composer, it was
also notable for its balanced depiction of
Fagin. But afterwards Bart incurred a string
of flops and made disastrous business deci-
sions, including selling the rights to Oliver!
for a minimal sum. He became an alcoholic
and in 1972 was declared bankrupt, although
he left an estate of £1.3 million. He belonged
to no synagogue, but had a Liberal Jewish
funeral.

ODNB; JC (9 and 16 April 1999); D. Roper, Bart! The
Unauthorised Life ... of Lionel Bart (1994).

BARWELL (née Dancyger), BEATRICE
JEANNETTE (TRIXIE) (c1914-17 March
1990), educationist and communal leader.
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A native Londoner, she qualified at the
London Teachers’ Training College, and
eventually headed the English Department
ata girls’ secondary modern school in Wood
Green, Essex. Staunchly Orthodox, she was
a doughty fighter for the participation,
within halakhic parameters, of women in
Anglo-Jewish communal roles. She herself
became an assistant hon. secretary, and later
Treasurer, of the *Zionist Federation, turn-
ing down the offer of its presidency. It inau-
gurated a scholarship in her name to enable
young people to study in Israel. She also held
office in the JNF and other communal insti-
tutions. Her first Hebrew teaching post was
at Dollis Hill. With a colleague, Odessa-born
Annie Harris (née Cohen; ci8gs—January
1981), she founded the Hebrew Teachers’
Union, which became the National Union of
Hebrew Teachers, of which she was President
(1945-65) and whose magazine, Hamoreh,
she edited.

JC (z6 Jan. 1981, 17, 23 March 1990).

BASEVI, GEORGE (JOSHUA) (1 April 1794-16
October 1845), architect. London-born, he
was a son of Naphtali *Basevi’s son Joshua
(1771-1851), a Lloyd’s underwriter who fol-
lowed Isaac *D’Israeli’s example in resign-
ing from *Bevis Marks Synagogue and hav-
ing his children baptised. Joshua chaired the
Brighton magistrates, 1838—43, and was also
a DL of Sussex. George attended Dr Charles
Burney’s school in Greenwich and studied
architecture at the Royal Academy Schools.
He subsequently travelled in Italy and Greece;
his earliest work displayed the -classical
influence. His designs included a number
of country houses, including Sunninghill in
Berkshire, for Sampson Ricardo; churches;
and residential developments in Belgravia
and South Kensington. His most impressive
work, reflecting the baroque style, was the
Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge. In 1843 he
was elected FRS. His fall from the bell tower
of Ely Cathedral while inspecting repairs
proved fatal. His brother Nathaniel Basevi
(1792-1869), also a convert to Christianity,
was the first Jewish-born barrister to practise
in England.

ODNB:; EJ; JE; Hyamson, Sephardim; JC (14 Aug. 1874);
Emden.
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BASEVI, NAPHTALI (1738-1808), commu-
nal leader, sometimes known as Nathan
Basevi. He left his native Verona in 1762 for
London, where he became a merchant. He
was President of the embryonic *Board of
Deputies in 18or1. Through his son Joshua he
was the grandfather of George and Nathaniel
*Basevi and, through his daughter Maria,
of Benjamin *Disraeli, Earl of Beaconsfield.
Jacob Basevi *Cervetto was a distant relative.

EJ; Hyamson, Sephardim; JC (14 Aug. 1874); Emden.

BASILDON, Essex, was designated a ‘New
Town’ in 1949; in 1958 the Basildon Hebrew
Congregation (Orthodox) was formed. Its
place of worship was in Basildon Road,
Laindon. There were about 100 Jews in
Basildon in 1965, but only about 10 by the year
2000, and owing to the relentless decline in
numbers the congregation merged during
the 199os with the *Southend and Westcliff
Hebrew Congregation.

JCR-UK; JYB.

BASINGSTOKE, town in Hampshire, where
a Hebrew Congregation was founded early
in the twentieth century. It held services in
Flaxfield College but closed sometime dur-
ing the interwar period. In recent decades
Jewish numbers in the town and vicinity
have increased. The 2001 Census showed 184
declared Jews there.

JC (12 Aug. 2005); JCR-UK.

BASS, ALFIE (10 April 1921-16 July 1987),
actor. Born Abraham Basalinsky in London’s
Bethnal Green, the son of a cabinetmaker
from Odessa, he was educated locally. Having
joined the Unity Theatre, King’s Cross, he
appeared in Plant in the Sun in 1939. Following
war service as an army dispatch rider he
returned to acting, working for a season at
Stratford-on-Avon in Shakespearean roles.
He appeared in many films, including The
Lavender Hill Mob (1951), The Bespoke Overcoat
(1954), Alfie (1966), and Moonraker (1979). He
won high praise as ‘Tevye’ in the 1968 London

stage production of Fiddler on the Roof. He
became a household name owing to his role
as cunning army private ‘Bootsie’ in two
long-running television comedy series of the
1960s, The Army Game and its spinoff Bootsie
and Snudge. His other television appearances
include various parts in the 1950s series The
Adventures of Robin Hood and recurrent roles
in Are You Being Served? (1979) and Dick Turpin
(1979—80). Long involved in left-wing causes
and community youth theatre, he is credited
with discovering Lionel *Bart.

ODNB; JC (24 July 1987).

BASSANO FAMILY, musicians and wind
instrument makers. They are improbably
rumoured to have been of Jewish origin.
From Bassano, near Venice, they arrived in
England to be performers at Henry VIII's
court, and their instruments became highly
prized here and elsewhere. The founders of
the English branch of the family were Alvise
(d. 1554) and his younger brothers Jasper (d.
1577), John (d. 1570), and Baptista (d. 1576),
described by Henry’s Venetian agent as ‘all
excellent and esteemed above all other in this
city in their virtue’. In 1539 they arrived in
London and in 1540 were officially appointed
to the court. They were joined in 1550 by
Augustine (d. 1604), Alvise’s eldest son, and
formed a six-member recorder consort. Until
the 1630s, when wind consorts were merged
into a single group, the recorder consort con-
sisted largely of Bassano family members.
Baptista’s daughter with Margaret Johnson
(d. 1587) was poet Emilia Lanier (1569-1845),
widely believed to have been ‘The Dark Lady’
of Shakespeare’s sonnets.

ODNB.

BATH, Somerset, did not possess an archa
during the Middle Ages, and Jews seem to
have first settled there in the early eighteenth
century, when it was becoming a fashionable
spa. A notable eighteenth-century resident
was Philip *Delacour. Moses *Samuel (né
Pulvermacher) moved there for health reasons
Acommunal burial ground, at Coombe Down,
just outside the city, was acquired. Early nine-
teenth-century Jewish residents included the



founder of the congregation, Jacob Abrahams
(apparently the ‘J. Abrahams’ who was opti-
cian and mathematical instrument maker
to the dukes of Gloucester and Wellington
and owned a shop in Cheltenham); Hebrew
teacher Nahum Joseph, who edited a Hebrew
dictionary therein 1814; eccentric street trader
Joseph Moses, who died in 1817 at the reputed
age of 112; and Simon *Barrow, who became
mayor. Sometimes a minyan was achieved
with the assistance of paid men brought from
Bristol. From the mid-1820s, if not earlier, the
congregation had a makeshift synagogue in
Kingsmead Street, and on his death in 1839
Moses Samuel left money for the construction
of a purpose-built one, in Corn Street, which
was dedicated in 1841 when Solomon Woolf
was Reader and Benjamin Samuel and Jacob
Abrahams wardens. Congregation President
David Nyman, who traded in Bath as a furrier
(1834—40) before going bankrupt and setting
up in Bristol as a hatter, bequeathed a sum
to cover the annual rent for the term of the
synagogue’s lease until 18go. But by 1874 ser-
vices were no longer regularly held. In 1894,
when the synagogue suffered flood damage,
the dwindling congregation required outside
assistance to pay for the necessary repairs,
and upon expiry of the lease in 1911 the build-
ing became derelict. In 1940 Jewish instruc-
tion classes for the benefit of refugee chil-
dren living in Bath were begun following an
approach to the Bristol congregation; it is not
known how long the classes continued. At the
end of the Second World War there were 40
Jewish residents of Bath, but by the 1960s that
community had effectively disappeared. In
recent years services have been held under the
auspices of the Bristol and West Progressive
Jewish Congregation at the Friends’ Meeting
House in York Street for Jews living or staying
in the vicinity.

JE; Roth, RPJ; M. Brown and J. Samuel, ‘The Jews of
Bath’, JHSET, 29 (1982-6), 135—64; JYB, 1947, 2007.

BATISTE, SPENCER LEE (5 June 1945-), pol-
itician. Educated at Carmel College, at the
Sorbonne, and at the University of Cambridge,
he became a solicitor. From 1983—97 he served
as Conservative MP for Elmet, Yorkshire. He
was Parliamentary Private Secretary to the
Minister of State for Industry (1985—7) and to
the Minister of State for Defence Procurement
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(1987-9), and was also Parliamentary Private
Secretaryto SirLeon *Brittan as Vice-President
of the EC Commission, 1989—97. From 2002
he was Vice-President of the Immigration
Appeals Tribunal.

JC (14 June 1985, 26 March 1993); Jolles; Stenton;
Ww.

‘BATTLE OF CABLE STREET, THEF’ is the
name popularly given to a major confronta-
tion, accompanied by violence, between Sir
Oswald Mosley, leader of the British Union of
Fascists (BUF), and 3000 of his blackshirted
followers and anti-Fascist activists in the East
End of London on 4 October 1936. Mosley
and his followers provocatively attempted to
march through Whitechapel, where 100,000
Jews lived. At Cable Street, on the western
edge of the East End, a huge throng of left-
wing protesters forcibly prevented the BUF
from proceeding. The protesters comprised
many from the local Jewish community but
also included a large number of non-Jewish
‘Cockney’ and Irish workers and activists.
Opposition to Mosley was organised in large
measure by the British Communist Party. The
‘Battle’ was not one between left and right,
but between a component of the anti-Mosley
activists and the police, who were attempting
to keep order. The established Jewish com-
munity recommended avoiding any confron-
tation, and the melée probably strengthened
the Communist Party and other left-wing
groups among East End Jewry. ‘The Battle of
Cable Street’ became legendary on the British
left. It was an apparent example of what a
unified anti-Fascist left could achieve, and it
was one of the few instances in Europe in the
1930s in which the rising tide of fascism was
apparently defeated by the left. Mosley, how-
ever, probably avoided proceeding further
into the East End in part because he was due
to be married a few days later. In the week fol-
lowing the ‘Battle’ many windows of Jewish
shops in Whitechapel were smashed by van-
dals, although there is little evidence of per-
sisting heightened antisemitism.

J. Jacobs, Out of the Ghetto: My Youth in the East End

— Communism and Fascism (1978); H. F. Srebrnik,
London Jews and British Communism, 1935-1945 (1995);
T. Kushner and N. Valman, eds., Remembering

Cable Street: Fascism and Anti-Fascism in British
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Society (2000); R. Skidelsky, Oswald Mosley (1990);
Rubinstein, Great Britain.

BAUER, DAVID (6 March 1917-13 February
1973), actor. A Chicago native, he was edu-
cated at Washington University in St. Louis,
Missouri, where he honed his acting skills
with three different interpretations of
Shylock. He came to Britain in 1958 when
playing in a stage production of West Side
Story, and, in view of McCarthyism in the
USA, remained. He appeared in episodes of
popular television series, and had small parts
in several films including Patton (1970) and
Diamonds Are Forever (1971). He also performed
with the National Theatre, and at the time of
his death was appearing in Shakespearean
roles, including Sir Toby Belch in Twelfth
Night. He was married to well-known actress
Stella Tanner (1 January 1926-).

JC (16 Feb. 1973).

BAUER, PETER THOMAS, BARON BAUER
(6 November 1915—-3 May 2002), economist.
Born in Budapest, the son of a bookmaker, he
was educated briefly at Budapest University
and obtained a Double First in Economics
at Gonville & Caius College, Cambridge. He
returned to Hungary, where he was drafted
into the army and completed a law degree,
but then moved back to Cambridge, where he
received the Adam Smith Prize. He worked for
a firm of Far Eastern merchants, for the BBC,
and for the Colonial Office investigating the
rubber industry, and produced The Rubber
Industry: A Study in Competition and Monopoly
(1948). He spent the rest of his career as an
academic economist, chiefly at Cambridge,
where he was a university lecturer and, from
196083, at the LSE, where he was Professor
of Economics. He became known as a radical
critic of the mainstream of development eco-
nomics and a fierce opponent of foreign aid,
seeing it as counterproductive. His think-
ing was close to that of Margaret Thatcher,
who awarded him a life peerage in 1983. He
received the $500,000 Milton Friedman Prize
of the Cato Institute, a conservative American
think tank. The author of important studies
of the Malayan rubber industry and of trade in
West Africa, he left an estate of £3.5 million, a

remarkable amount for a university academic,
and much commented upon.

ODNB; JC (7 June 2002).

BAUM, [JOHN] DAVID (23 July 1940-5
September 1999), paediatrician, and BAUM,
MICHAEL (31 May 1937-), surgeon. Born in
Birmingham, the son of a gown manufac-
turer’s traveller, Michael qualified in medi-
cine at the University of Birmingham Medical
School in 1960 and his brother David did so
in 1963. David specialised in paediatrics
at the Royal Postgraduate Medical School,
Hammersmith, and at Oxford. A researcher
and clinician, he was appointed Professor
of Child Health at Bristol University (1985),
and was founding Director of the Institute
of Child Health in Bristol. He significantly
advanced diabetic care for children, and
wrote The Care of the Child with Diabetes (1985).
He founded, at Helen House, Oxford, the
first children’s hospice in the UK, and was
President of the Association for Children with
Life Threatening or Terminal Conditions
and their Families. He was Secretary of the
European Society of Paediatric Research
(1983—7), was elected the second President
of the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child
Health (1997), and was awarded the Guthrie
Medal of the British Paediatric Association.
Hewas buried in Israel. Michael was Professor
of Surgery at King’s College Hospital Medical
School, London (19g80—90), the Royal Marsden
Hospital (1990-6), and UCH (1996—2000). A
specialist in oncology, especially breast can-
cer, he was awarded the Gold Medal of the
International College of Surgeons in 1994,
and was elected President of the British
Oncological Association (1996-8) and of the
European Breast Cancer Conference (2000—2).
Elected FRSA in 1998, he has been Visiting
Professor of Medical Humanities at UCL since
2000. Another brother, biochemist Professor
Harold Baum, authored The Biochemists’ Song
Book (1982).

ODNB; BMJ (2 Oct. 1999); Medical Directory 1997; WW
2007.

BAYFIELD, ANTHONY MICHAEL (TONY)
(4 July 1946-), Reform rabbi and communal
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leader. Born in Ilford, Essex, he was ordained
by the *Leo Baeck College. After serving as
Rabbi to the North West Surrey Synagogue
(Reform) from 1972—82, he became Director of
the Sternberg Centre for Judaism, and in 1994
was appointed Chief Executive of the RSGB.
In 1998 he played a key part in negotiating the
Stanmore Accord, which helped to initiate
greater harmony and co-operation between
the different synagogue bodies in British
Jewry. Founder Editor of the Progressive jour-
nal Manna, he has been heavily involved in
interfaith dialogue, co-editing Dialogue with
a Difference (1992) and He Kissed Him and They
Wept (2001). In 2005 he became one of the
presidents of the Council of Christians and
Jews. That same year he oversaw the trans-
formation of the RSGB into the Movement for
Reform Judaism.

JYB.

BAYSWATER JEWISH SCHOOLS, THE,
were opened in 1866 under the auspices of
the *Bayswater Synagogue as the Girls’ and
Infants’ Schools, located in Gibson Place
(now Formosa Street). The Principal was
28-year-old Marianna Saltiel, daughter of
Esther Saltiel, Headmistress of the JES, Bell
Lane, where Marianna and her younger sis-
ters also taught By the early 1870s there were
50 pupils at the Bayswater institution, and
their numbers were rapidly augmented owing
to the continuous movement of working-
class Jewish families into the Bayswater,
Lisson Grove, and Notting Hill area. In 1873,
with the help of wealthy donors, the schools
moved to Westbourne Park Villas, in 1879
to Harrow Road, and in 1930 to Lancaster
Road. Threatened with closure in 1937 owing
to financial debts, the institution was saved
through the generosity of a Glaswegian bene-
factor, Solomon *Wolfson, and renamed
in his honour. (See also Michael Sobell Sinai
School.)

JC (21 Nov. 1873).

BAYSWATER SYNAGOGUE, THE, was
founded on the initiative of merchant
Lawrence Levy and other West End resi-
dents who belonged neither to the Western

Synagogue nor to the latter’s schismatic off-
shoot in Maiden Lane. The decision to seek
a synagogue was taken in 1860 at a meeting
held in Levy’s home. Founded not as a seces-
sionist venture but as a joint branch of the
*Great Synagogue and *New Synagogue,
the Bayswater Synagogue in fashionable
Chichester Place, designed by N. S. *Joseph,
was consecrated by the Chief Rabbi on 30
July 1863. Its seatholders included such dis-
tinguished people as future Lord Mayor
(Sir) Benjamin *Phillips, Samuel *Montagu
(Lord Swaythling), his brother-in-law
Ellis A. *Franklin, and many members of
*‘Cousinhood’ families. David Benjamin,
who had been a pioneer of Jewish communal
life in Australia, was its first President. Its by-
laws were framed by a joint committee of the
Great and *New synagogues, and in 1870 it
became one of the five original constituents
of the *United Synagogue organisation, and
of equal status with the rest. Indeed, Lionel
Lewis *Cohen, Asher *Asher, and Sampson
*Lucas, so prominent in the formation and
administration of the United Synagogue, were
Bayswater members. The congregation grew
rapidly, but the *New West End, consecrated
in 1879, proved a rival. The Bayswater was
served by notable ministers, including Rabbi
Dr H. *Adler 1864—91); Rabbi Sir H. *Gollancz
(1892—22); Rabbi M. *Gollop (1923-30); Rev.
W. Levin (1930-8); Rev. Dr I. Levy (1938—46),
who was a serving chaplain during the war;
andRev. A. S. Superwith, as cantors, such men
as Revs. R. Harris, I. Samuel, D. Klein, and L.
Bryll. In 1965 the synagogue, acquired by the
GLC, was demolished as part of a motorway
scheme. From 1965—7 the congregation used
premises in Ashworth Road, Maida Vale, and
from 1967-84 in Andover Place, Maida Vale;
the latter building then housed the Jewish
Preparatory School and later part of it became
the Saatchi Synagogue.

C. Roth, Bayswater Synagogue, 1863-1938 (1938);
O. S. Phillips and H. A. Simons, The History of the
Bayswater Synagogue, 1863-1963 (1963); JCR-UK;
Jolles.

BEAMISH, Sir TUFTON VICTOR HAMILTON,
BARON CHELWOOD OF LEWES (27 January
1917-6 April 1989), army officer and polit-
ician. He was the son of a non-Jewish rear-
admiral and a Jewish mother, Sir Ernest
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*Simon’s sister. His Mancunian maternal
grandmother, who died when he was 11, was
a regular shul-goer and active communally,
but he appears to have concealed his Jewish
links. Educated at Stowe and at Sandhurst, he
joined the Royal Northumberland Fusiliers,
serving (1938—9) in Palestine. During the
Second World War he won the MC, was twice
mentioned in despatches, and achieved
major’s rank. In 1945 he succeeded his father
as Conservative MP for Lewes, which he rep-
resented until his retirement in 1974. He
was a fierce opponent of Israel, telling the
Commons in 1948 that recognition of the new
state was ‘utterly unthinkable’, and becom-
ing President in 1980 of a new pro-Arab par-
liamentary pressure group, the Conservative
Middle East Council. Knighted in 1961, he
became a life peer in 1974.

ODNB; JC (6 July 1928, 13 July 1980, 9 July 1982, 29
Sept. 1989).

BEAN, Sir DAVID MICHAEL (25 March
1954-), judge. Educated at St Paul’s School
and at Trinity Hall, Cambridge (First in
Law; President of the Cambridge Union), he
was called to the Bar by the Middle Temple
in 1976. Appointed QC in 1997, he was a
Recorder from 1996—2004. Since 2004 he
has been a Judge of the High Court, Queen’s
Bench Division, and since 2007 Presiding
Judge of the South Eastern Circuit. He was
knighted in 2004.

Ww.

BEAN, Sir GEORGE JOSEPH (19 September
1915-19 November 1973), judge. Born in
London, he was brought up by his widowed
mother, the daughter of Joseph *Bonn.
Educated at the Liverpool Institute and at the
University of Liverpool (President, University
of Liverpool Union, 1937-8), he served as a col-
onel in the RASC from 1939—46 (despatches).
Called to the Bar at the Middle Temple in
1940 (QC, 1963; Bencher, 1969), he served
as Recorder of Carlisle, 1965-9 and Judge
of the High Court, Queen’s Bench Division,
from 1969 until his death. He was a mem-
ber of the Parole Board from 1972. Awarded
a military OBE in 1945, he was knighted in

1970. Very involved in Jewish communal life,
he was a member of the Liverpool Hebrew
Congregation and of Liverpool AJEX.

WWW; Jolles; JC (30 Nov. 1973); Cooper, Pride versus
Prejudice.

BEDDINGTON (né Moses), EDWARD HENRY
(cx818—31 October 1872), woollen merchant.
The son of wealthy clothier and woollen mer-
chant Henry *Moses, he changed his name
to Beddington in 1868, as did the rest of his
family. His woollen business traded particu-
larly with New Zealand. He owned consider-
able freehold property in the City of London,
and left £300,000 when he died at the age of
53. Described as ‘the beau ideal of the British
merchant’, he was a prominent member of
the *Central Synagogue, and was on the
Council of the *United Synagogue, for which
he played a major role at the end of his life
in acquiring the cemetery at Willesden. He
served as Treasurer of *Jews’ College. In 1873
his daughter Esther (d. 1875) married (Sir)
Herbert *Leon. His son, woollen merchant
Henry Edward Beddington (1851—29 January
1926), educated at the City of London School,
was also a member of the Council of the
United Synagogue, serving as Treasurer and
Vice-President until 1893, when he severed
all links with it. From 1900 until his death
he was on the Council of the Jewish Board of
Guardians. He married Floretta, the daugh-
ter of L. L. *Cohen, MP, and was the father of
Sir Robert *Waley-Cohen’s wife, and of Sir E.
H. L. *Beddington. Although very wealthy,
the Moses/Beddington family is one of the
most elusive of the prominent ‘Cousinhood’
families.

JC (8, 15 Nov. 1872, 5 Feb. 1926); Times (29 Jan. 1926).

BEDDINGTON, Sir EDWARD HENRY
LIONEL (1884—25 April 1966), military officer,
businessman, and local politician. The son
of a prosperous woollen warehouseman, he
was educated at Eton and the Royal Military
College, Sandhurst. He became a career cav-
alry officer, and like 35 other members of his
family he foughtin the First World War, enter-
ing the conflict as a captain in 1914. He was
mentioned in despatches six times, and was



awarded the DSO (1917) and MC. One younger
officer under his command was Bernard
Montgomery, later Field Marshal Viscount
Montgomery. In 1920 Beddington retired from
the military to pursue a successful career in
business. He became Chairman of Abdallah’s
Tobacco and, in 1930, Managing Director of
the United Africa Company. In 1939 he served
as Deputy Director of British Intelligence and
retired as a brigadier-general. He chaired
Hertfordshire County Council from 1952-8
and was High Sheriff of Hertfordshire dur-
ing 1948—9. Awarded the CMG in 1919, he was
knighted in 1956.

WWW; JC (29 April 1966); Times (26, 29 April 1966).

BEDDINGTON-BEHRENS, Sir EDWARD
(7 February 1897—28 November 1968), sol-
dier, financier, arts patron, and advocate
of European unification. The son of Walter
Behrens, President of the British Chamber
of Commerce in Paris, and of a sister of Ada
*Leverson, he was educated at Charterhouse
and the RMA, Woolwich, later obtaining a
doctorate in economics from the University
of London. He served as a major in the First
World War (awarded MC with bar, mentioned
in despatches) and in the Second World War
as a regimental officer in the Belgian and
Dunkirk campaigns. He was known in the City
as ‘the millionaire-maker’: one of his compan-
ies was responsible for the first public issues
made by Charles *Clore and Isaac *Wolfson.
He was President of the Army League. From
19214 he worked with the League of Nations
Permanent Secretariat (International Labour
Organisation). After 1945 he was one of the
founders and Vice-Chairman of the European
Movement, and an adviser to and confidant of
Harold Macmillan. He authored the autobio-
graphical Look Back, Look Forward (1963) and
Why Britain Must Join Europe (1966). His firstwife
was the daughter of Sir Montague *Burton. He
took no part in Jewish communal life.

JC (6 Dec. 1968); Jolles; WWW.

BEDFORD had a medieval Jewish community.
Following the *Resettlement a small num-
ber of Jews made the town their home. They
included Michael Joseph, who settled there in

Beer (née Sassoon), Rachel 63

about 1785 and in 1803 with a Moses ben Isaac
founded a synagogue. In 1824 Nathan Joseph,
Michael’s son, was authorised by the Chief
Rabbi to act as shochet, but subsequently
adopted Christianity. The burial ground at
Nottingham, acquired in 1825, served the
community. From time to time Bedford’s Jews
availed themselves of a local charity estab-
lished by Elizabethan Sir William Harpur for
providing marriage portions, apprentice fees,
and benefactions for deserving people. But in
1821 Lord Chancellor Eldon ruled that their
Jewish religion made applicants Isabella Lyon
and Frances Levy ineligible for dowries from
that source. In 1833 Lewis Levy was author-
ised as the communal shochet, and in 1862
he was empowered to conduct his daugh-
ter’s marriage ceremony. By the late 1830s the
synagogue consisted of only five members
(one of whom did not reside in Bedford), and
by 1879, when he won the right for Jewish
boys to attend the grammar school endowed
by Sir William Harpur, Morris *Lissack was
the sole member; the congregation had dis-
solved some time previously. A congregation
was formed in 1903 but declined owing to
depleted numbers. A successor was founded
during the Second World War. In around 1970
there were about 55 Jews in Bedford. There
are about 30 today.

JE; EJ; Roth, Rise.

BEECHAM, Sir JEREMY HUGH (17 November
1944-), solicitor and local politician. Educated
atthe Royal Grammar School, Newcastle upon
Tyne and at University College, Oxford (First
in Jurisprudence), he has practised as a solici-
tor in Newcastle and is a partner in the firm
of Beecham, Peacock. He has been a Labour
member oflocal council since 1967 and was its
leader from 1977—94. He has headed or served
on many local committees in Newcastle, and
is Chairman of the British Urban Regeneration
Association. Knighted in 1994, he was given
the Freedom of Newcastle in 1995.

WW; Jolles.

BEER (née Sassoon), RACHEL (1858—29
April 1927), newspaper editor. The first
woman to edit a Fleet Street newspaper, she
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was the daughter of Flora and Sassoon David
*Sassoon. Born in Bombay, she was taken to
England in her infancy when her father set-
tled in London. After working as a hospital
nurse, in 1887 she married Frederick Arthur
Beer (c186o-1902), who had owned the
Observer newspaper since 1870. Her husband
was the son of Frankfurt-born Julius Beer
(1836—1 March 1880), who came to London
as ayoung man, made a fortune on the Stock
Exchange, and in 1870 purchased that news-
paper. He left £400,000, and is buried in
Highgate Cemetery in an elaborate mauso-
leum said to have cost £5000. It appears that
he was an Anglican at his death, and that his
wife was not Jewish. Frederick was a prac-
tising Anglican, and he and Rachel married
in an Anglican church, much to the distress
of her family. Frederick showed increasing
signs of mental illness, and Rachel took
over the duties of editing the newspaper.
In 1893 she bought the Sunday Times, and
owned and edited both papers until 1904.
Her greatest achievement was the ‘scoop’
that resulted when she discovered that the
documents used to convict the French Jew
Alfred Dreyfus had been forged. Regarded at
first as a competent editor, she, like her hus-
band, showed increasing signs of derange-
ment, and was legally declared a ‘lunatic’
in 1904, when the newspapers were sold.
Although she eventually recovered, she was
never again associated with the press. She
was also a composer and published a piano
sonata and a piano trio. In her will she left
a large legacy to her nephew, Sir Siegfried
*Sassoon.

ODNB; Boase (Julius Beer); S. Jackson, The Sassoons;
Griffiths; Bermant, Cousinhood.

BEER, SIDNEY WALTER (8 November 1899—31
May 1971), conductor. A native Liverpudlian,
the son of an American-born cotton mer-
chant and his German-born wife, he studied
at Uppingham School, at the University of
Oxford, at the Royal College of Music, and
in Salzburg and Vienna. He later conducted
the Vienna, Czech, Berlin, and London
Philharmonic orchestras. In January 1941 he
formed the Sidney Beer Symphony Orchestra,
which became the National Symphony
Orchestra in 1942 and which toured abroad in
1946. He conducted the first performance of

Sir Arthur Bliss’s Baraza (1945), and made sev-
eral recordings.

Times (19 Aug. 1921, 6 Dec. 1945, 2 June 1971); JC
(3Jan. 1941); J. L. Holmes, Conductors on Record (1982).

BEERBOHM, Sir MAX (24 August 1872—20
May 1956), author and caricaturist. He was
born Henry Maximilian Beerbohm, the son
of a Jewish corn merchant from the Baltic
region of Russia and an English non-Jew-
ish mother. His older half-brother was Sir
Herbert Beerbohm *Tree. Max was educated
at Charterhouse and at Merton College,
Oxford, where he was known as a dandy
and aesthete, and became a friend of Oscar
Wilde, Sir William *Rothenstein, and other
well-known cultural figures. He was a pro-
fessional caricaturist in the Strand magazine
from 1892 and wrote for the famous Yellow
Book of 1893. From 1898-1910 he was Drama
Critic for the Saturday Review. For most of
his adult life (except for the two world wars)
he lived mainly in Rapallo, Italy, with his
American-born actress wife Florence (née
Kahn). He is known for his fiction, especially
the well-known comic novel Zuleika Dobson
(1911) and for short story ‘Enoch Soames’ in
Seven Men (1919), about an author who sells
his soul to the devil in exchange for coming
back to life in 1997 to check his reputation in
the catalogue of the British Museum Reading
Room. He was also famous for his caricatures
and illustrations of famous figures. He made
an enormous impression on everyone who
met him, and was termed ‘incomparable’ by
George Bernard Shaw and the ‘prince of his
profession’ by Virginia Woolf. He was offered
his knighthood in 1939 by King George VI
himself.

ODNB; Jolles; WWW; S. N. Behrman, Portrait of Max
(1960); D. Cecil, Max: A Biography (1964); N. John
Hall, Max Beerbohm: A Kind of Life (2002).

BEHREND, HENRY (1828—29 November
1893), physician and communal leader. Born
in Liverpool, the son of a shipbroker, he stud-
ied medicine at London’s UCH and at the
Manchester School of Medicine, where he
was a gold medallist, and supplemented his
studies in Germany. In 1850 he was admitted



a member of the Royal College of Surgeons.
He at first worked in Liverpool, and then
established an extensive practice in London.
His essay on the post-Biblical history of
the Jews won (1850) first prize in a contest
organised by the JC, and he became a pro-
lific contributor to that newspaper. He also
wrote articles on medical topics for various
journals, and penned a defence of shechitah.
From 1871 until his death he was President of
the Jews’ Hospital and Orphan Asylum, West
Norwood. Hewas also involved in running the
JES. His Hanover-born father David Behrend
(1792-1863), of the firm Bahr Behrend, and
his brother George (12 February 1826—22
July 1903), who was a JP and Hon. Consul for
Hungary, were office-holding members of the
Liverpool Old Congregation.

JE; JC (1 Dec. 1893).

BEHRENS, Sir CHARLES (5 August 184825
September 1925), textile export merchant and
local politician. The son of Sir Jacob *Behrens,
he was educated at Bradford Grammar School
and Bradford High School, and was one of
the heads of Sir Jacob Behrens & Sons — tex-
tile exporters of Bradford, Manchester, and
London —and was a director of other compan-
ies, as well as of the Manchester Ship Canal.
He lived chiefly in Manchester, and served
as Lord Mayor there during 19gog—11. He was
knighted in 1912. His elder brother Gustav
Behrens (23 February 1843—29 March 1936)
was Senior Partner in Jacob Behrens & Sons,
and was a director of the Midland Railway for
45 years. He was one of the founders of the
Hallé Orchestra in Manchester.

ODNB (Jacob Behrens); Jolles; WWW; A. R. Rollin,
‘The Jewish Contribution to the British Textile
Industry’, JHSET, 17 (1951-2), 45—51.

BEHRENS, Sir JACOB (20 November 1806—22
April 1889), textile merchant. Born in
Pyrmont, Germany, the son of a textile mer-
chant, he was educated by tutors. Having
worked in his father’s firm in Hamburg he
migrated to Hull in 1833, and in 1834 set-
tled in Leeds, where he established a textile
exporting firm. A few years later he estab-
lished a branch in Bradford, where he became
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a major woollen exporter. He served six terms
as President of the Bradford Chamber of
Commerce. Well-known for his philanthropy
in Bradford, he was not active in the local
Jewish community but was a subscriber to the
AJA. His firm, Jacob Behrens & Co., became
one of the largest textile exporting concerns
in the world, exporting cotton goods from
Manchester, and possessing branches in
London, Glasgow, Calcutta, and Shanghai.
He was active in establishing the Commercial
Department of the Foreign Office in 1872, and
was knighted in 1882. Sir Charles and Gustav
*Behrens were his sons.

ODNB; DBB; The First 150 Years: Sir Jacob Behrens & Sons
(1984); JE; JC (26 April 1889).

BEHRENS, Sir LEONARD FREDERICK (15
October 189o-12 March 1978), business-
man and Liberal Party official. The son of
Gustav Behrens, of the well-known family of
Manchester cotton merchants, he was edu-
cated at Manchester Grammar School, Rugby,
and at the University of Manchester. He was
a partner in Sir Jacob Behrens & Sons Ltd.
from 1920—48 and a director of the firm from
1948—-54. He served as Deputy Chairman of
the Cotton and Rayon Merchants Association
(1939—42 and 1954), and was a director of
the Manchester Chamber of Commerce
from 1927-67. He served as President of the
Liberal Party Organisation in 1956—7, and
was Hon. President of the World Federation
of UN Associations. Knighted in 1970, he was
Chairman of the Hallé Concerts (1952—9) and
a )P for Manchester.

WWW; Jolles; JC (30 April 1971).

BEHRENS, SOLOMON LEVI (c1787-30 June
1873), cotton merchant. Born in Pyrmont,
Germany, the son of an established textile
importer who traded with England, he moved
to Hamburg in 1806 and to Manchester in
1814. There, he opened a warehouse at Back
Street. One of the most successful cotton mer-
chants of his day, he left £700,000. He was a
friend of Nathan *Rothschild, who had busi-
ness links with Manchester, and was active
from an early date in the fight for Jewish pol-
itical emancipation, chairing a meeting of
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Jews in Manchester in 1834. He remained an
Orthodox Jew. His sister Anne married Philip
*Lucas. Sir Jacob *Behrens was his nephew.
His son Julius Behrens (c1827-21 October
1888) was a wealthy cotton merchant in his
native Manchester, connected with the family
firm S. L. Behrens and Co., probably in part-
nership with his younger brothers Edward
and Frank. He had a residence in Grosvenor
Square, London, and at the time of his death
left a fortune of £420,000. He had probably
severed his direct ties with Judaism by that
stage, since no notice of his passing appeared
in the JC.

Williams, Manchester Jewry.

BEIT, ALFRED (15 February 1853-16 July 1906),
diamond magnate in South Africa and London.
One of the very greatest of the ‘Randlords’, the
gold and diamond magnates of South Africa,
hewas bornin Hamburgto Lutheran parents of
Jewish origin; his father was a successful mer-
chant of Sephardi background. In 1871 Alfred
went to Amsterdam to study the diamond
trade and in 1875 emigrated to South Africa.
There he speculated in diamonds on behalf
of a Parisian diamond company and went into
partnership with Cecil Rhodes in DeBeers,
which became the dominant diamond firm
in the world. He was its Life Governor, and its
driving force after Rhodes’s early death. He
then became a partner with Sir Julius Wernher
in the major gold mining firm of Wernher,
Beit & Co. and was on the board of the British
South Africa Company. In later years he lived
chiefly in London, at his Park Lane mansion
and ata small estate in Welwyn, Hertfordshire.
In London he headed the English branch of
Wernher, Beit & Co. Unmarried and shy by
nature, he did not enter public life, but gave
away £2 million to charities and development
projects, chiefly in South Africa. He still man-
aged to leave the colossal fortune of £8,050,000
when he died at only 53. His main heir was his
brother Sir Otto *Beit. During the Boer War
the Jewish background of many ‘Randlords’
attracted criticism from antisemites, but it
should be noted that Wernher, who was even
wealthier than Beit, was an ‘Aryan’ German.
Beit had an obituary in the JC, which noted that
he was of Jewish descent.

ODNB; JC (20 July 1906); Wheatcroft, Randlords.

BEIT, Sir OTTO JOHN, first Baronet (7
December 1865—7 December 1930), stock-
broker and philanthropist. The brother of
Alfred *Beit, Hamburg-born Otto (1853—
1906) arrived in London in 1888, joining the
bank Jules Porges & Co. (later Werhner, Beit
& Co.). From 1890o—6 he was in South Africa
as a diamond broker and stockbroker. He
spent the following decade as a stockbroker
in London, where he continued to live for the
rest of his life. He also had a country estate
near Watford. Although a major shareholder
in South African firms, he was not a company
director. He retired in 1906, following his
brother’s death, to administer the Beit Trust.
It gave substantial sums for public works in
South Africa and for education there and in
Britain. He also acquired a substantial art
collection. Despite his long retirement from
business life he left an estate of £3.8 million
in Britain alone. He received a KCMG in 1920
and was made a baronet in 1924. Sir Alfred
Lane Beit, second baronet (19 January 1903-16
May 1994), politician and art collector, his son
with his non-Jewish wife, became heir to the
baronetcy when his elder brother died in 1917.
Educated at Eton and Christ Church, Oxford,
he served in the RAF during the Second World
War. He was Conservative MP for St Pancras
South-East from 193145, briefly serving
(1944-5) as Parliamentary Private Secretary
to the Colonial Secretary. He lived in South
Africa from 1945-52, and thereafter in
Ireland, restoring his mansion, Russborough
Hall, Co. Wexford, where he housed an out-
standing art collection that was twice burgled
in the 1970s.

ODNB; Jolles; Stenton; WWW.

BEITLER, NATHAN (1889-1966), theatre
licensee and director. The owner of a success-
ful bakery, he financed the lease (1943—7) by
the NewYiddish Theatre Company of the Adler
Hall, off Commercial Road, Whitechapel, and
provided its actors with salaries. Builtin 1923,
the hall from 1936—9 had been the base of the
Jewish National Theatre and in 1941—2 the
makeshift premises of the bombed Philpot
Street Great Synagogue. In 1947 the New
Yiddish Theatre Company relocated to the
Alexandra Theatre, Stoke Newington, where,
still financed by Beitler (who also bankrolled
the appearances of leading Yiddish players



from the USA) it remained until a structural
fault forced the closure of the building in

1950.

Mazower.

BELASCO, ABRAHAM (ABY) (9 April 1797—
18537), boxer. The most successful of the four
Belasco brothers from London’s East End who
fought bare-knuckled in prize-fights dur-
ing the era of ‘Broughton’s Rules’ that ended
in 1838, he fought many notable matches
between 1817 and his retirement from the
ring in 1824. Like other prominent pugilists,
he was widely perceived as an ambassador
for Jewry. His greatest rival, Phil Sampson of
Birmingham, whom he fought several times,
made antisemitic jibes following their third
match that were answered by Belasco in a
letter declaring his pride in belonging to a
community that had produced such gentle-
manly sportsmen as Danel *Mendoza and
Samuel *Elias. He was defeated by his larger
and younger opponent at their final contest,
in 1823. In October 1827 he gave evidence at
the Old Bailey about the theft of £25 from
his house by a female servant. At the time
he was a boxing teacher living in Denmark
Court, Strand. He is said to have run a gam-
bling house in later life, but died in poverty
in unknown circumstances. He was possibly
the Abraham Belasco, described as a ‘licensed
victualler’, living near Aldgate in the 1851
Census. He does not appear in subsequent
censuses, and may be the Abraham Belasco
who died in east London in the final quar-
ter of 1853. His boxing siblings were Isaac,
Samuel, and John.

JE; EJ; JC (20 Aug. 1886); Fistiana, or, The Oracle of
the Ring (1868); B. Postal et al., Encyclopedia of Jews
in Sports (1965); B. Mee, Bare Fists (2001); Pollins,
Economic History; http://www.ancestry.com.

BELFAST perhaps had a tiny community in
Georgian times since there was a ‘Jew Butcher’
there in 1771, and a Jewish gold and silver
dealer about the same time. A man surnamed
Jaffe, who settled there in 1851, established a
congregation in 1869. The earliest synagogue
was built in 1871—2. The congregation’s first
minister was Joseph *Chotzner (served from
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1869—80, 1893—7). His immediate successor
was Rev. J. E. Myers. After 1881 the commu-
nity was augmented by new arrivals from
Tsarist Russia. A Jewish Board of Guardians
was established in 1893, the Hebrew Ladies’
Benevolent Society in 1896, and a Jewish
elementary school in 1898. Initially the East
European refugees formed their own congre-
gation but in 1903 joined the main one. From
1906—16 Rabbi Z. *Hodes served as minister,
and from 1916-19 Dr I. *Herzog, followed in
1926 by Rabbi J. Shachter, and from 1954-65
by Rabbi A. *Carlebach. Sir Otto *Jaffe, twice
Lord Mayor and once High Sheriff, served for
many years as the congregation’s President
and funded its new synagogue, erected at
Carlisle Circus in 1904. The present syna-
gogue, in Somerton Road, was consecrated
in 1964. Capable when opened of seating 1500
people, the Somerton Road synagogue was
made smaller in view of the community’s
population decline in the 1980s and 199os.
There are today about 130 Jews in Belfast.

JE; EJ; B. Shillman, Short History of the Jews in Ireland
(1945); Hyman, Ireland; Keogh; JYB; JC (7 July 2006).

BELISARIO, ISAAC MENDES (1717-91),
scholar and preacher, and BELISARIO,
MIRIAM MENDES (1816-8s5), teacher and
author. Isaac was rubi (teacher) at the *Bevis
Marks congregational school; an address he
gave in 1760 on the passing of George II is
extant in translation from the Spanish as A
Sermon Occasioned by the Death of His Late Majesty
(1761). With her sisters Rose and Caroline, his
granddaughter Miriam ran a well-patronised
Jewish girls’ school in Hackney founded in
1807 by their mother, Esther Mendes Belisario
(née Lindo; 1773-1824). Miriam published
Hebrew and English Vocabulary (1848), intended
as an aid for prayer, and Sabbath Evenings at
Home (1856), with revisions by the Rev. David
Aaron *de Sola, which takes the form of dia-
logues upon the spiritand practice of Judaism.
Like her cousin Lydia Belisario (d. 1852), she
was a friend of, and influence upon, the phi-
losemitic Christian writer Charlotte Elizabeth
*Tonna. (The birth date 1820, often given for
Miriam, belonged to her brother Jacob.)

Joseph Jacobs & Lucien Wolf, comps., Bibliotheca
Anglo-Judaica (1888); Hyamson, Sephardim; Picciotto;
Meyer Kayserling, Bibliotheca Espanola-Portugueza
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Judaica (1890; repr. 1961); Daniel Lysons, Environs
of London, 3 (1795); EJ; UJE; birth date from Bevis
Marks archivist Miriam Rodrigues-Pereira.

BELLMAN, GINA (10 July 1966-), actress.
She spent her early childhood in her native
New Zealand, later attending the JFS. At 15
she appeared in a stage production of Arthur
Miller’s The Crucible. She made a controversial
topless appearance in the television mini-se-
ries Blackeyes (1989), and became well known
for her roles in the film Secret Friends (1992)
and the television sitcom Coupling (2004).

JC (27 Aug. 1993, 11 Sept. 1998, 7 May 2004); online
sources.

BELLOW, IRWIN NORMAN, BARON
BELLWIN (7 February 1923—-11 February
2001), politician. The son of a light engineer-
ing equipment manufacturer in Leeds, he was
educated at Leeds Grammar School and at the
University of Leeds. He became a solicitor and
engineering manufacturer. A Conservative, he
was Leader of the Leeds City Council (1975-9)
and Vice-Chairman of the Association of
Metropolitan Authorities (1978—9). He was
givenalife peerageby Margaret Thatcherwhen
she took office in May 1979. From 1979—83
he served as Parliamentary Under-Secretary
for the Environment, and from 1983—4 as
Minister of State for the Environment (Local
Government). After leaving office, he served
as anon-executive director of Taylor Woodrow
and other companies.

Jolles; Rubinstein, Life Peers; WWW.

BELOFF, Sir MAX, BARON BELOFF (2 July
1913-19 June 1999), historian and educator.
The son of a general merchantin Islington and
raised in a household where English, Russian,
Yiddish, and German were spoken, hewas edu-
cated at St Paul’s School and at Corpus Christi
College, Oxford, where he graduated with a
First in Modern History in 1935. From 1939 he
taught history at the University of Manchester
and returned to Oxford in 1946 as Reader in
the Comparative Study of Institutions. During
the Second World War he served in the Royal

Signal Corps. In 1957 he became Professor of
Government and Public Institutions at Oxford
and a Fellow of All Souls. He authored many
works on modern history, especially interna-
tional relations, which ranged widely in their
focus on different nations and time periods.
He covered both American and Soviet his-
tory in well-known works, and international
history in such books as The Age of Absolutism,
16801815 (1954) and The Balance of Power (1967).
His autobiography, An Historian in the Twentieth
Century, appeared in 1992. In the early 1970s
he was instrumental in founding University
College, Buckingham, Britain’s only purely
private university, serving as its Principal
from 1974—9. A pugnacious but unorthodox
Conservative for much of his career, and an
opponent of European integration, he was
given a knighthood by Margaret Thatcher in
1980 and a life peerage in 1981. He supported
the *Wiener Library and other Jewish aca-
demic causes. His sister [Leah] Nora Beloff
(24 January 191g-12 February 1997), edu-
cated at Oxford, was the first female Political
Correspondent in Fleet Street, reporting
for the Observer from 1964—76. She wrote the
Penguin Special The General Says No (1963) and
was very active in the cause of Soviet Jewry.
Another sister was Anne Beloff~*Chain. A
brother, John Beloff (19 April 1920-1 June
2000), became a well-known investigator of
parapsychological phenomena and wrote
The Existence of Mind (1962). Lord Beloff’s son
Michael Beloff (19 April 1942-) became a
prominent barrister and QC, and served as
President of Trinity College, Oxford.

ODNB; Jolles; WWW.

BELSIZE SQUARE SYNAGOGUE, an inde-
pendent non-Orthodox synagogue founded
in 1939 by refugees, mainly from Berlin
and Frankfurt. From the outset it was much
more in the mould of American Conservative
Judaism than the more radical British Liberal
Judaism. Known as the New Liberal Jewish
Congregation (Association until 1940), it
convened initially in a hall of the LJS in St
John’s Wood and later in rented premises in
Swiss Cottage. Rabbi Dr Georg Salzberger
and Cantor Magnus Davidsohn, both from
Germany, were its earliest permanent min-
isters. In 1951 the congregation moved to a
formervicarage in Belsize Square. The current



synagogue, capable of seating 350 people, was
consecrated in 1958. Ministers have included
Rabbis J. J. *Kokotek and R. J. *Mariner, and
Cantor L. *Berkman. Membership peaked
during the 1960s at 1800. Since 1989, when
it left the ULPS, the synagogue has been an
independent one.

Online sources.

BELSKY, FRANTA (6 April 1921-5 July 2000),
sculptor. Born in Brno, an economist’s son,
he was educated at the Academy of Fine
Arts in Prague, left for England in 1939, and
joined the Czech army, serving with valour.
He afterwards studied at the Royal College
of Art and made sculptural depictions of the
Queen, the Queen Mother, Prince Philip, Lord
Mountbatten, Winston Churchill, Admiral
Sir John Cunningham, Cecil Rhodes, and
Harry S. Truman. He designed numerous pri-
vate and institutional works, as well as group
sculptures and fountains in public spaces,
and the Queen Mother’s 8oth Birthday Crown
coin. A Fellow of the Royal Society of British
Sculptors, he was President (1963-8) of the
Society of Portrait Sculptors.

Guardian (6 July 2000); Times (22 Jan. 1971, 7 June
1980).

BEN URI GALLERY (formerly known as the
Ben Uri Art Society), the oldest Anglo-Jewish
cultural organisation in existence, was
founded as the Jewish National Decorative Art
Association ‘Ben Ouri’ ata meeting in Gradel’s
Restaurant, Whitechapel, on 1 July 1915. The
impetus for the meeting came from Eliezer
(Lazar) *Berson, supported by, among others,
Morris *Myers and Edward *Good. Berson,
who was appointed Art Director, named the
organisation after Bezalel Ben Uri, the mas-
ter-craftsmen featured in Exodus 31:2—5. The
society aimed ‘to spread art among the Jewish
masses’ and to promote ‘every decorative
form of Jewish decorative art’. It intended to
publish books about painting and sculpture,
to offer lectures on art and free instruction
in draughtsmanship, and to organise visits
to museums and exhibitions. At first, having
no permanent premises apart from Berson’s
Notting Hill studio, it carried on its activities
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at various locations in East London. During
1916 the number of members reached 100, with
over 50 of them attending evening classes at
Berson’s studio. But his abrupt departure for
the Continent that year proved a setback. With
no studio, the committee decided to concen-
trate on cultural activities and the acquisition
of contemporary Jewish art, with the result
that before the end of the year 15 drawings
by Simeon *Solomon were purchased, to be
joined later by three paintings by the young
David *Bomberg. The growing collection was
initially stored at the home of an office-bearer.
From 1930-3 it was held at the Jews’ Shelter in
Leman Street, from 1933—5 at Woburn House,
from 1935—-9 at the Anglo-Palestinian Club
(founded in 1922 and eventually renamed
the Anglo-Israeli Club), and from 1939—44,
when the society acquired its own premises in
Portman Street, at the home of another office-
bearer. By 1955 this, the only Jewish society of
its kind outside Israel, held over 200 items in
its collection. It has built up an impressive col-
lection of works by Jewish artists from Britain
and overseas, and has played a significant role
in showcasing the work of Israeli artists. In
1935 major exhibitions commenced. In 2006,
six years after closing its doors in Dean Street,
Soho, where it had been since 1964 (following
a few years located in Berners Street), the gal-
lery moved to premises in St John’s Wood.

The Ben Uri Story from Art Society to Museum (2001);
Charles S. Spencer, ‘Early Days at Ben Ur?’, JC (8 July

1955).

BENAS, BARON LOUIS (12 January 1844—
February 1914), stockbroker, antiquarian, and
communal leader. The son of a banker related
to David Abrabanal *Dormido, and kin on
his mother’s side to Sir Benjamin *Phillips
and Baron Henry *de Worms, he was born
in St Mary Axe, London, moving to Liverpool
as a child. As a member of the Council of the
Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire,
he initiated the project of fixing memorial
tablets to historic sites in Liverpool. Articles
by him on Liverpool Jewry appeared in the
Society’s Transactions. He served as President
of the Liverpool Literary and Philosophical
Society, belonged tothe Liverpool Athenaeum,
and was on the executive of the Liverpool
Exhibition of 1886. Largely instrumental in
the reconstruction of the Liverpool Jewish
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Literary Society, he founded, in Liverpool
in 1867, the first branch in England of the
Alliance Israélite Universelle, which gave
impetus to the formation of the AJA in 1871.
As Chairman of the Liverpool branch of the
Russo-Jewish Committee, he energetically
assisted convoys of Russian Jews arriving in
Liverpool en route for the Americas. In 1885
he travelled to Palestine, and in 1897 went to
Basle for the FirstZionist Congress. Appointed
aJPin 1885, he was a founder of the Liverpool
Jewish Board of Guardians, a member of the
Liverpool Stock Exchange, and an original
member of the Liverpool Conservative Club.
He was a senior warden of Liverpool’s Old
Hebrew Congregation. Bertram *Benas was
his son.

JC (6 Jan., 6 Feb. 1914); K. L. Abrahams, Board of
Guardians for the Relief of the Jewish Poor of Liverpool
1875—1975 (1975); Times (31 May 1882).

BENAS, BERTRAM BENJAMIN BARON (25
July 1880—22 December 1968), barrister and
communal leader. Born in Liverpool, son of
B. L. *Benas, he was educated at Liverpool
College and the universities of Manchester
and Liverpool. Called to the Bar (Middle
Temple, 1906), he practised in the Chancery
Division and became Solicitor-General
of the Duchy of Lancaster and co-author
of books on the law. He chaired the East
Toxteth Conservative Association and pre-
sided over literary and other societies in
Liverpool. A founder of the Inter-University
Jewish Federation (now the *Union of Jewish
Students), he represented Wallasey Hebrew
Congregation on the *Board of Deputies,
and for many years was Liverpool corres-
pondent of the JC. In 1903 he reported from
the Basle-based sixth Zionist Congress
for the Liverpool Daily Post. He chaired the
Liverpool Bezalel Society, founded in 1907
to support Jerusalem’s Bezalel Art School,
was President of the local Friends of the
HUJ, and was involved in Jewish religious
education at all levels in Liverpool. He
gave classes in equity and jurisprudence as
well as Jewish history at the university, and
chaired the Liverpool branch of the Council
of Christians and Jews. He wrote the first
score of the Zionist anthem Hatikvah for full
orchestra; it was initially performed in 1915
in Liverpool. From 1932-8 he chaired the

local branch of the Keren Hayesod. He was
President (1951-3) of the JHSE. In 1954 he
was appointed CBE.

Sefton D. Temkin, Bertram B. Benas: The Life and
Times of a Jewish Victorian (1978); Mervyn Goodman,
‘Bertram B. Benas: Forgotten Zionist’, JHSET,

36 (1999—2001), 81-91.

BENDER, PHILIPP (c1830-31 March 1901),
Orthodox minister and educationist. A
German-born Hebrew scholar and lin-
guist, he was minister to the Hull Hebrew
Congregation before serving Dublin’s for 21
years. In Dublin he ran a school attended by
Protestants and Catholics as well as Jews. He
taught Latin, German, French, and Hebrew,
and a number of Christian clergymen learned
Hebrew and rabbinics from him. His candida-
ture for the Regius Professorship of Hebrew at
Trinity College was warmly supported by the
Irish Times and many influential citizens, but
he failed to be appointed since he was not a
Fellow of the College, and therefore ineligible
for the post. Later, he ran a boarding school
for Jewish boys in Hastings for 15 years. His
son Alfred became minister to the Cape Town
Hebrew Congregation.

JC (12 Oct. 1860, 16 Dec. 1864, 16 Nov. 1866, 5 April
1901, 3 May 1907, 18 July 1913); JE (Alfred Bender).

BENDHEM, THOMAS (TOM) (13 September
1928—20 January 2002), businessman and art
patron. Hewas born in Berlin, where his afflu-
ent father owned coal and wine businesses,
and came to England with his family in 1934.
Educated at UCS, he did National Servicein the
RAF from 1946—8. He then studied chemical
engineering at the University of Birmingham
and law at St Edmund Hall, Oxford, and was
Secretary of the Oxford Union. He joined the
family business and in 1968 began a firm that
recycled stainless steel. Through inheritance
and his business interests he was independ-
ently wealthy, and sold his firm in 1982. He
then became one of the most prominent art
patrons and collectors in Britain, studying art
for fouryears at the Slade School and befriend-
ing many artists. He gave significant sums to
many art societies and left much of his £5.3
million to the Contemporary Art Society. A



travelling exhibition of his own holdings,
‘Tom Bendhem — Collector’ was held during
2004-6.

ODNB; JC (25 Jan. 2002).

BENEDICT, Sir JULIUS (27 November 1804-5
June 1885), composer, conductor, and writer on
music. Born in Stuttgart, the son of a banker,
he studied with Hummel and, as a student,
met Beethoven, Mendelssohn, and Weber. In
1838, having worked in Naples, he arrived in
London, where he conducted the Italian Opera
and premiered many notable works by prom-
inent composers. His opera The Lily of Killarney
(1862) achieved popularity, and he also wrote a
symphony and other works. Knighted in 1871,
he wrote books on music, including important
studies of Mendelssohn and Weber.

ODNB; Jolles.

BENEDICTUS, DAVID HENRY (16 September
1938-), author, playwright, and theatre dir-
ector. Bornin London, he was educated at Eton
and at Balliol College, Oxford. Once a tutor in
the Rothschild family, he has taught at many
drama schools as well as at Putney High School
and Menorah School, Golders Green. He has
alsoworked as Antiques Correspondent for the
London Evening Standard and as an arts critic
for a number of newspapers and periodicals,
and has been a radio reporter and presenter.
He was Commissioning Editor of Drama
for television’s Channel 4 (1984-6), edited
‘Readings’ for BBC Radio (1989—94), and was
later producer of music programmes for Radio
2. He adapted his first novel, The Fourth of June
(1964) for the stage at St Martin’s Theatre. The
second, You're a Big Boy Now (1966) was made
into a film directed by Francis Ford Coppola.
His plays include Betjamania! and Dylan Thomas
by Himself and His Friends. His amusing auto-
biography Dropping Names appeared in 2005.

JYB; online sources.

BENENSON (né Solomon), PETER JAMES
HENRY (31 July 192125 February 2005), bar-
rister and human rights campaigner. Born
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in Knightsbridge to Flora and Harold Josiah
*Solomon, he bore the surname Solomon-
Benenson following his maternal grand-
father’s death in 1939 and Benenson from
1949. Educated at Eton and Balliol College,
Oxford, he served during the war in mili-
tary intelligence at Bletchley Park. In 1948
he was called to the Bar by Lincoln’s Inn.
As a Labour candidate he stood unsuccess-
fully for Parliament four times. He con-
verted to Roman Catholicism in 1958 and
was later Chairman of Action by Christians
against Torture. In 1960 he retired from the
Bar for health reasons, and in 1961 founded
what became known from 1962 as Amnesty
International. He wrote the Penguin Special
Persecution 1961 (1961). Amnesty’s emblem,
a lit candle in barbed wire, was designed by
Diana Redhouse (née Behr; 1923—2007).

ODNB; D. Winner, Peter Benenson (1991).

BENHAM, ARTHUR (c1872-8 September
1895), playwright, and BURNEY, ESTELLE
(c1862—7?), actress and playwright. Arthur
died from tuberculosis (aged 23, according
to the official record) while on the threshold
of a promising career. One play, comedic The
County, had been staged in London at Terry’s
Theatre, and another, The Awakening, had
enjoyed a short run at the Garrick. He was a
member of the *Maccabzans. Saddened by
the untimely passing of such a ripening tal-
ent, fellow member Israel *Zangwill penned
a heartfelt tribute in the JC. Benham’s sister
Estelle appeared in several West End pro-
ductions in the 189os. She collaborated with
Arthur on his work and wrote plays of her
own: Settled Out of Court and An Idyll of the
Closing Century Duologue, both of which were
staged. Another sibling, Charles Benham
(c1875-?), wrote a clever novel, The Fourth
Napoleon (1897), which won a rave review from
Zangwill; it was republished in 2007.

JE (gives 1875 as Arthur’s date of birth); JC (13 Sept.
1895, 21 Jan. 1898).

BENHAM, JAMES ERLE (1847-84), barrister
and writer. London-born, the son of the man-
aging clerk to an attorney, he was a precocious
scholar who at the age of 16 wrote The Student’s
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Guide to the Preliminary Examination for Attorneys
and Solicitors, issued in 1868 by Butterworth,
Her Majesty’s Law Publishers. Fearing that if
his age became known prospects for his book
would be damaged, he took care never to meet
the publishers. Within a short time the book
gained wide recognition. Educated at KCL,
he edited The Preliminary Journal and Student’s
Literary Magazine (1871-5), and was called
to the Bar by the Middle Temple in 1879. He
tutored at St Mary’s Hall, Oxford (which in
1902 merged with Oriel College) and was
elected FRSL. At the time of his death he had
several works in preparation, including, in
collaboration with his brother, a physician, a
book on medical jurisprudence.

JC (25 July 1884).

BENISCH, ABRAHAM (1811-31 July 1878),
Hebraist and newspaper editor. Born in
Drossau, Bohemia, he was a maskil who in
the 1830s studied surgery at the University
of Prague, where he participated in the for-
mation of a proto-Zionist society, and at the
University of Vienna, where, with Albert
*Lowy, he helped to form a similar, cov-
ert one. In 1841, having obtained a PhD, he
followed Lowy to London, where he vainly
sought to secure the backing of Sir Moses
*Montefiore and other prominent Anglo-
Jews for a Palestine restoration scheme. In
1852 he was a founder, with several non-
Jews, of the Association for Promoting
Jewish Settlement in Palestine. He became
Secretary of the committee for the election
of Chief Rabbi Solomon *Hirschell’s succes-
sor, co-edited the *Voice of Jacob, tutored, and
during the early 1850s published an English
translation of the Tanakh, a Hebrew primer,
and a children’s scripture history. In 1853 he
became Editor of the newly-founded Hebrew
Observer, becoming its proprietor in 1854 and
in 1855 merging it with the *Jewish Chronicle,
which he had purchased. He edited the lat-
ter until 1868, and from 1875 until his death.
He was assisted initially by his wife Harriette
(née Levy; d. 10 January 1872). One of the fore-
most Anglo-Jewish intellectuals of his day,
he wrote prolifically and was a founder of
the Jewish Board of Guardians, the Society of
Hebrew Literature, the AJA, and the Biblical
Institute (which later merged into the Society
of Biblical Archaeology).

ODNB; JC (24 Dec. 1852); John M. Shaftesley, ‘Dr.
Abraham Benisch as Newspaper Editor’, JHSET, 21
(1968); David Cesarani, The Jewish Chronicle and Anglo-
Jewry (1994), 32 et seq.

BENJAMIN, ARTHUR LESLIE (18 September
1893-10 April 1960), composer and pian-
ist. Born in Sydney, Australia, the son of a
stockbroker, he was first taught piano at the
age of six. Educated at Brisbane Grammar
School and, from 1911, at the Royal College of
Music in London, he served in the First World
War in the Royal Fusiliers and in the Royal
Flying Corps. Afterwards he briefly taught in
Sydney, but then lived in London from 1921,
where he was Professor of Piano at the Royal
College of Music; Benjamin Britten was one
of his students. Benjamin is best known as
a composer of light music and film scores,
his world-famous Jamaica Rumba (1938) being
his best-known piece. He also wrote much
serious music, including a string quartet
and five operas, such as A Tale of Two Cities
(1950). As a pianist, he gave the premieres of
piano concertos by Henry Howells (1913) and
Constant Lambert (1931). From 1940-5 he
was conductor of the Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation Orchestra, but lived in London
from 1945 until his death.

ODNB; ADB; Times (17 Aug., 22 Oct. 1953); D. M.
Greene, Greene’s Biographical Encyclopedia of Composers
(1985); New Grove (2001).

BENJAMIN, BERNARD (8 March 1g10-15
May 2002), actuary and academic. Born in
London, he was educated at Colfe’s Grammar
School, at Sir John Cass College, and at the
University of London (BSc and PhD). After
wartime service in the RAF he worked as a
statistician in the LCC and other bodies, and
was Chief Statistician of the General Register
Office (1954-63), Director of Statistics
at the Ministry of Health (1963-5), and
Professor of Actuarial Sciences at the City
University (1973—5). He served as President
of the Institute of Actuaries and of the Royal
Statistical Society, and received numerous
awards and several honorary degrees. At the
City University he designed Britain’s first BSc
course in actuarial science, and was a major
contributor to modern actuarial techniques.



His books
(1969).

include Demographic Analysis

WW; Journal of the Institute of Actuaries, 103 (1970), 1-3;
British Actuarial Journal, 8 (2002), 1039; Encyclopedia of
Biostatistics.

BENJAMIN, DAVID (1815—25 June 1893), mer-
chant and communal leader. He was born in
London, and in 1835 moved with several of his
brothers to Launceston, Tasmania, where he
helped to found the local synagogue. He then
settled in Melbourne and was active as a pro-
spector on the gold fields and as a merchant
trading with Britain. He also held a major share
ofthe Bank of New South Wales, and owned the
freehold of the Prince’s Theatre in Melbourne.
In thatcity he helped to found the Bourke Street
Synagogue. Many of his relatives remained in
Australia, including his nephew Sir Benjamin
Benjamin (1834-1905), Mayor of Melbourne in
1887-8. But he returned to London, where he
was a merchant and banker and was active in
the Jewish community. Known as ‘the father
of the Bayswater Synagogue’, he belonged to
a wide variety of philanthropic bodies includ-
ing the Jewish Board of Guardians. The Chief
Rabbi delivered his funeral oration. Benjamin
left an estate of £251,000.

JC (30 June 1893); ADB (Sir B. Benjamin).

BENJAMIN, ERNESTFRANK (1900-14 March
1969), military officer. Bornin Toronto, he was
brought up in Britain, where his father was
Treasurer of the *United Synagogue. He was
Head Boy of Polack’s House, Clifton College,
and then trained at the RAM, Woolwich, and
the Staff College, Camberley. Commissioned
in 1919, he served in the Middle East during
the Second World War and from 1944—6 com-
manded the Jewish Brigade, which fought
in Italy in 1945 as part of the Eighth Army.
Retiring as a brigadier in 1950, he was Joint
Hon. Treasurer of the JLB.

EJ; JC (21 March, 3 Oct. 1969).

BENJAMIN, ETHELREBECCA see DE COSTA,
ETHEL REBECCA
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BENJAMIN, GEORGE WILLIAM JOHN (31
January 1960-), composer and musicologist.
Born in London and educated at Westminster
School, he studied (1974—7) at the Paris
Conservatoire under Oliver Messiaen, and
at Cambridge. His composition Ringed by
the Flat Horizon (1980) was performed at the
BBC Proms when he was 20. A contempor-
ary composer highly regarded by critics, he
has composed many other serious works,
such as Antara (1985—7), and conducted (1983)
the first performance of Britten’s work
Sonatina Romantica, composed in 1940. He
was Principal Guest Conductor (1983) of the
Hallé Orchestra, and was Artistic Director
of the BBC’s Sounds of the Century (1996—9). A
professor (1984—2000) at the Royal College of
Music, since 2001 he has been Professor of
Composition at KCL.

Grove; International Who’s Who in Classical Music
(2000); online sources.

BENJAMIN, JUDAH PHILIP (11 August
1811-6 May 1884), barrister and politician
in the USA. Of Sephardi descent, Judah P.
Benjamin was born in St Croix, West Indies,
to British parents, and was a British subject
at birth. In 1813 his shopkeeper father set-
tled in Fayetteville, North Carolina. Educated
at Yale University, Judah became a lawyer
at the Louisiana Bar. He married a Roman
Catholic Creole woman from New Orleans.
In 1852 he was elected a Democratic Senator
for Louisiana, the first professing Jew to be
elected to the US Senate. When Louisiana
seceded from the Union in 1861 he resigned
his seat to join the Confederacy, and became,
successively, the South’s Attorney-General
(1861), Secretary of War (1861—2), and, most
remarkably, from February 1862 until the
South’s collapse, its Secretary of State, the
highest position in the Southern Cabinet.
He was widely admired for his competence,
but was also widely mistrusted, in part for
antisemitic reasons, especially after the
Confederacy’s fortunes declined. When
the South surrendered, he secretly fled to
England and began, in his mid-fifties, a
second career as an English barrister (called
by Lincoln’s Inn, 1866; QC, 1872). Originally
impoverished, he became highly successful,
practising on the Northern Circuit, writing a
well-known legal textbook, Benjamin on Sale
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(1868), and specialising in colonial cases
before the Privy Council. He died in Paris.

ODNB; JC (9 May 1884); JHSET, 17 (1953), 161—70;
E. N. Evans, Judah P. Benjamin (1988); ANB 1999.

BENJAMIN, LEWIS SAUL (30 March 1874-Jan-
uary 1932), author. He used the pseudonym
Lewis Melville. Born in Southwark, he lost his
father months afterwards. Initially he worked
asaclerkand dabbled in acting. A prolific biog-
rapher of British historical and literary figures,
he first came to prominence in 1899 with his
two-volume life of Thackeray. He wrote books
on Bath, London, and Brighton, and atleast one
novel, as well as editing the papers of William
Huskisson and co-compiling collections of
English, French, and German short stories.
In 1903 he published an article on Disraeli in
the JC. In his contentious ‘The Passing of the
English Jews’, which appeared in The Nineteenth
Century and After during 1912, he predicted that
British Jewry would be ‘Anglicised out of its
distinctive existence’. In 1904 he married the
non-Jewish Helen Mina Purvis, with whom he
compiled several works including Full Fathom
Five: A Sea-Anthology in Prose and Verse (1910). The
marriage was stormy, marred by his infidel-
ity, and ended in divorce. His numerous works
helped to popularise history, and in 1926 he
obtained a Civil List pension.

JC (13 Oct. 1899, 24 April 1903, 8 June 1906, 6 Sept.
1912, 30 July 1926, 12 Dec. 1930, 18 March 1932);
Berger, The Jewish Victorian ... 1871-1880; WWW.

BENJAMIN, [MARC] JONATHAN (JON) (31
October 1964-), Chief Executive of the Board
of Deputies. Born in Croydon, Jon Benjamin
was educated at Dulwich College and at the
University of Manchester in law. He practised
as a solicitor from 1990, and served as Chief
Executive of British ORT from 1999—2004.
Since 2005 he has been Chief Executive and
Director-General of the *Board of Deputies.

WW; JYB.

BENJAMIN, RALPH (17 November 1922-),
electronics engineer. A bank manager’s son,

hewas born in Darmstadt. In Britain he joined
the Royal Naval Scientific Service, becoming
Head of Research and Deputy Chief Scientist,
Admiralty Surface Weapons Establishment
(1961), Director and Chief Scientist, Admiralty
Underwater Weapons Establishment
(1964—71), Director of Weapons Underwater
Research and Development (1965-71), and
Chief Scientist, GCHQ (1971-82). He was
Head of Communications Techniques and
Networks, SHAPE Technical Centre, The
Hague (1982—). His publications on elec-
tronics and electrical engineering include
Modulation, Resolution and Signal Processing
for Radar Sonar and Related Systems (1966).
Appointed CB (1980) and elected FRSA (1984),
he held visiting professorships at Imperial
College, at UCL, and at the universities of
Surrey and Bristol. Among his many honours
is the Oliver Lodge Medal (2007).

WW,; JC (4 Jan. 1980); R. Benjamin, Five Lives in One:
View of the Defence and Intelligence World (1996).

BENMOHEL, NATHAN LAZARUS (c18oo—
69), linguist and academic, the first profess-
ing Jew to obtain a degree from a British uni-
versity. He was an uncle of Moses and Norman
Isaac *Berlin. Born in Hamburg, he settled
in 1829 as a teacher of languages in Dublin,
where he lived for the rest of his life. In 1832,
after a course of private study, he entered
Trinity College, Dublin, obtaining his BA in
1836 and his MA in 1846. From 1839—42 he
was Deputy Professor of French and German
there. He authored several unpublished
papers: ‘Orthographia Hebrao-Anglicana’,
‘An Essay in Verse, Toward a Comparison
Between the History of the Children of Israel
During their Journeys from Egypt to the
Promised Land, and That of the Reformation’,
and the incomplete ‘Primitive Ethnology,
Tending to Be a Guide, Basis, and Tribute to
Sammlung Altdeutscher Eigennamen’.

JE; JC (27 July 1934, 20 April 1956).

BENNETT, JOHN (8 May 1928-11 April
2005), actor. A kosher butcher’s son, born
John David Bennett in Beckenham, Kent,
he grew up in Stoke Newington. Trained at
the Central School of Speech and Drama, he



made his professional stage debut in 1949,
and was sometimes cast in Jewish roles, such
as the eponymous lead in Ronald *Harwood’s
The Barber of Stamford Hill and the shamash in
Chaim Bermant’s Pews. He played in television
series including The Forsyte Saga (1967), Doctor
Who, and I, Claudius. His film appearances
included Henry VIII and His Six Wives (1972) and
The Pianist (2002). He provided the voice of the
rabbit Holly in Watership Down (1978).

JC (15 July 2005); Independent (16 April 2005).

BENNETT, SOLOMON YOM TOV (1761-1838),
engraver, Hebraist, and polemicist. Born in
Polotsk, Belorus, he studied artin Copenhagen
and practised as an engraver in Berlin before
settling in London in 1799. A member of the
Western Synagogue, he published blister-
ing attacks against Chief Rabbi Solomon
*Hirschell: Tenneh Bikkurim (c181r7) and The
Present Reign of the Synagogue in Duke’s Place
(c1818). He wrote several works on religious
topics, including The Constancy of Israel (1809); A
Discourse on Sacrifices (1815); The Temple of Ezekiel
(1824), which contained as its frontispiece an
engraved portrait of himself; The Molten Sea
(1824); Critical Remarks on the Authorized Versions
of the Old Testament (1834); and A Theological and
Critical Treatise on the Primogeniture and Integrity
of the Holy Language (1835). His grandson,
Henry Bennett (1863—97), was a solicitor’s
articled clerk who in 1882 became a profes-
sional soldier with the First Battalion of the
Dorsetshire Regiment. He served in Egypt,
where his knowledge of Arabic proved useful
to his military superiors. He was subsequently,
as a sergeant, killed in action in India.

EJ; JE; A. Barnett, The Western Synagogue through Two
Centuries (1761-1961) (1961); H. A. Simons, Forty Years
a Chief Rabbi: The Life and Times of Solomon Hirschell
(1980); JC (26 Nov. 1897).

BENSON, MARTIN (0 August 1918—28
February 2010), actor and documentary
film maker. London-born, he was educated
at Tottenham Grammar School and the
University of London. He was once Assistant
Scoutmaster of the 124th North London
(Tottenham) Jewish Troop, and briefly a
film critic for the JC. During the war he was a
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captain in the Royal Artillery. Enjoying a long
career on stage and the big and small screens,
he had roles in such films as The King and I
(1956), Doctor at Large (1957), Goldfinger (1964),
and The Omen (1976). His documentary of life
in a kibbutz was shown on BBC television
in 1961, and he was Script Editor of One Step
Beyond, a 1960s television series on psychic
phenomena. He played the defence counsel
in the unscripted ITV series The Verdict Is Yours,
opposite Simon *Kester. A talented painter,
he exhibited at the RA.

JC (13 June 1941, 9 July 1948, 19 May 1950, 24 March
1961, 13 March 1981, 28 May 1999); online sources.

BENSON, ROWLAND SEIDER (c1925-30
March 1978), engineering thermodynami-
cist. A relative of Eric *Moonman, he was
born in Liverpool. At the age of seven he lost
his father, and went to the Norwood Home
for Jewish Orphans. After an apprenticeship
in Birkenhead and experience with a London
firm, he was (1948-53) a research engin-
eer with the British Shipbuilding Research
Association, acquiring a thorough knowledge
of the internal combustion engine, on which
he later became a leading world authority.
He obtained BSc and MSc degrees from the
University of London, and was appointed
Lecturer (1953) and Reader (1961) in Mechanical
Engineering at the University of Liverpool
(PhD, 1953). In 1962 hewas appointed Professor
of Mechanical Engineering at UMIST, serving
as Academic Vice-Principal, 1971-3. He helped
Ford, General Motors, and Volvo to develop
more efficient engines. He assisted in setting
up the University of the Negev in Beersheba,
and taughtat Haifa Technion. Hewrote Advance
Engineering Thermodynamics (1967), co-wrote
Internal Combustion Engines (1979), and prepared
the text of the posthumously published first
volume of The Thermodynamics and Gas Dynamics
of Internal Combustion Engines (1982). FIMechE,
FIMarE, and MSAE, he received many engin-
eering awards as well as honorary doctorates
from the universities of London and Ghent.

Times (7 April 1978); JC (14 April 1978).

BENSUSAN, SAMUEL LEVY (29 September
1872—11 December 1958), journalist, author,
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and playwright. The Dulwich-born son of a
feather merchant, he was educated at the City
of London School and John *Chapman’s Great
Ealing School. He was then articled to Herbert
*Bentwich, but soon turned to freelance jour-
nalism. He was Music Critic for the Gentleman’s
Journal and the Illustrated London News, wrote
verse and essays in Pick-Me-Up, and contrib-
uted to other leading journals. His article in
the English Illustrated Magazine during 1896 on
the mistreatment of circus animals sparked
a campaign that eventually led to legislation
protecting them. He edited (1897—8) the Jewish
World and (1925-8) the Theosophical Review.
Advisor (1919—20) to the publications branches
ofthe ministries of Agriculture and Transport,
he became Agricultural Correspondent for the
New Statesman. He authored several volumes in
a series called Masterpieces in Colour. His best-
known works — including a large number of
plays and short stories — concerned country
and village life and centred in particular on
Essex. His books comprised both fiction and
non-fiction. Possessing a delightful literary
style, he ghosted several autobiographies. L.
C. *Pissarro was his brother-in-law.

ODNB; Times (17 Dec. 1958); JC (12 Feb. 1909, 19 Dec.
1958).

BENTWICH, HERBERT (11 May 1856—25 June
1932), lawyer, law journalist, and communal
leader. Born in Whitechapel, the son of a jew-
eller and qualified rabbi from Russian Poland,
he attended several schools, including H. N.
*Solomon’s in Edmonton. Having graduated
(1877) in law from UCL, where he won the
Hollier Hebrew Scholarship and other prizes,
he worked as a solicitor. In 1903 was called to
the Bar by Inner Temple. Tiring of his career
on the South Eastern Circuit, from 1908 he
owned and edited the Law Journal. He also
co-wrote the definitive work on the law of
designs. In 1926 he formed an English branch
of the Society of Jewish Jurisprudence. He was
widely involved in communal affairs from his
youth, when he proved especially interested
in furthering the cause of Jewish education.
Like his wife’s brother, S. J. *Solomon, he was
a founder in 1891 of the *Maccabaans. In 1892
he was among the founders of Hampstead
Synagogue. He held office in the Chovevei Zion
movement, and in 1897 led the *Maccabaean
Pilgrimage to Palestine, drawing rich praise

from Herzl. In 1898 he became Chairman of
the newly established *Zionist Federation,
which he quit in 19og on failing to be elected
Vice-President, although he continued to be an
active Zionistand participated in the talks with
Whitehall that led to the *Balfour Declaration.
He headed the Ancient Order of Maccabeans
and sat on the *Board of Deputies. He set-
tled in Palestine in 1929. Norman de Mattos
*Bentwich was his son.

ODNB; JE; EJ; M. Bentwich and N. Bentwich, Herbert
Bentwich: The Pilgrim Father (1940).

BENTWICH, NORMAN DE MATTOS (28
February 1883—-8 April 1971), lawyer, colonial
official, and author, and BENTWICH (née
Franklin), HELEN CAROLINE (6 January
1892—26 April 1972), local politician. Norman,
the son of Herbert *Bentwich, was educated
at St Paul’s School and had a prize-winning
undergraduate career at Trinity College,
Cambridge, where he read Classics and studied
rabbinics under Solomon *Schechter, whose
biography he would eventually write. In 1908
he was called to the Bar by Lincoln’s Inn, and
in 1912 entered the Egyptian Ministry of Justice
as Inspector of Native Courts. He joined the
British Army in Egypt in 1915, participated in
the conquest of Jerusalem, obtained the rank of
lieutenant-colonel, and in 1918 was appointed
OBE. He was (1918—22) Legal Secretary to the
British Military Administration in Palestine,
and in 1922 was appointed Attorney-General in
Palestine. In 1915 he married A. E. Franklin’s
daughter Helen (*Franklin Family), who was
the niece of High Commissioner Sir Herbert
*Samuel’s wife. In 1929, having clashed with
Samuel’s successor regarding selling land
to Arabs, he was recalled to London on paid
leave. He refused the offer of promotion else-
where in the Colonial Service, and retired from
it in 1931. Thereafter he and Helen kept homes
in both England and Jerusalem. From 1932-51
he was Professor of International Relations
at the Hebrew University. Meanwhile he was,
inter alia, Director (1933—5) of the League
of Nations High Commission for Refugees
from Germany, and Chairman (1944—6) of the
National Peace Council. Following the war
he played a major part in securing restitution
and compensation for surviving victims of
Nazism. The author of numerous books, he
was President of the London North-Western



Reform Synagogue from 1958 until his death.
Benedict *Birnberg is his nephew. Helen, edu-
cated at St Paul’s Girls’ School and Bedford
College, London, was a social worker who,
during the First World War, organised the
Women’s Land Army in the home counties. A
staunch Labour Party member, she twice stood
unsuccessfully for Parliament. From 1934 she
was active in local government, initially as a
co-opted member of the Education Committee
of the LCC and from 1937 as an elected mem-
ber of the LCC, which she chaired from 1956—.
She took a particular interest in the develop-
ment of evening institutes and the creation of
comprehensive schools. In 1949 she was made
an alderman, and in 1965 was appointed CBE.
Rosalind *Franklin was her niece.

ODNB (both); N. Bentwich, My 77 Years (1962); N.
Bentwich and H. Bentwich, Mandate Memories,
1918-1948 (1965); H. Bentwich, IfI Forget Thee:
Some Chapters of Autobiography, 1912—1920 (1973);
idem, Tidings from Zion: Helen Bentwich’s Letters from
Jerusalem, 1919—1931, ed. J. Glynn (1999).

BENVENISTE, ASA (1925-90), poet and pub-
lisher. Born in New York to Turkish Sephardi
parents, he worked briefly for the Jewish
News Agency after wartime army service, set-
tling in London in 1950. His poetry, some of
which reflects the influence of the Kabbalah,
appeared in various Jewish periodicals and
in anthologies. A gifted book designer and
skilled typographer, he operated the well-
known Trigram Press during the late 1960s
and 1970s. He later lived in Hebden Bridge,
Yorkshire, and lies buried in a churchyard.

JC (11 May 1990).

BERAL, Dame VALERIE (28 July 1946-), epi-
demiologist. Born in Australia, she qualified in
medicine at the University of Sydney in 1969. For
a number of years she held posts at the London
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. In
1989 she was appointed Director of the Imperial
Cancer Research Fund (now Cancer Research
UK) Epidemiology Unit, based at Oxford. She
was appointed Professor of Epidemiology at the
University of Oxford in 1996. She chaired the
Department of Health’s Advisory Committee
on Breast Cancer Screening (2001) and is
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Principal Investigator of ‘The One Million
Women Study’, which researches the effects of
hormone replacement therapy. Elected FRS in
2000, she was appointed DBE in 2010.

BERCOW, JOHN SIMON (11 January 1963-),
politician. Born in Edgware, the son of
a London taxi driver, he was educated at
Finchley Manorhill School and the University
of Essex, becoming National Chairman of
the Federation of Conservative Students.
Graduating with a First, he embarked on a
banking career, and was elected Conservative
MP for Buckingham in 1997. He sat in the
Shadow Cabinet from 2001 until September
2004. Originally on the extreme right of the
party, he moved to its libertarian left, and has
been critical of some mainstream Tory pol-
icies. He is Vice-Chair of the All-Party Group
on the Prevention of Genocide, Africa and
Sudan. In June 2009 he was elected Speaker
of the House of Commons over nine other
candidates, after a period of turmoil caused
by the MPs’ expenses scandal. Ironically, he
had been among the MPs whom the Daily
Telegraph, whose revelations precipitated the
crisis, had named as allegedly having made
improper claims. He is a qualified lawn ten-
nis coach.

WW; Daily Telegraph (22 May, 23 June, 5 Aug. 2009);
online sources.

BERG (né Rauchtenberg), CHARLES (191124
November 1979), Reform rabbi. Born Karl
Rauchtenberg in Treptow, Germany, he stud-
ied at the Hochschule fiir die Wissenschaft
desJudentums in Berlin and at the universities
of Berlin, Heidelberg, and Gottingen, quali-
fying in law. In 1939 he was briefly interned
in Sachsenhausen before leaving for England.
During the war he served in the British Army
Pioneer Corps. Afterwards he continued his
rabbinical studies, and in 1952, having been
examined by Rabbis Dr Leo *Baeck, Dr A.
*Loewenstam and Dr M. *Katten, became the
first non-Orthodox rabbi ordained in Britain.
He was minister of Bournemouth Reform
Synagogue (1948—52) and rabbi of Wimbledon
Reform Synagogue (1952-74).

JC (30 Nov. 1979).



78  Berg, Jackie (‘Kid’)

BERG, JACKIE (‘Kid’) (28 June 190g9—22
April 1991), boxer. His real name was Judah
Bergman. Born in London’s East End, he
turned professional in 1924, winning his first
fight on a knockout. He was the World Junior
Welterweight Champion (1930-1) and the
British Lightweight Champion (1934-6), cap-
turing the title from Harry *Mizler. ‘Kid’ Berg
had a Magen David on his trunks, and raised
the prestige of British boxing in the USA,
where he was very popular. He defeated all the
legendary boxers of his day, and is included
in the International Boxing Hall of Fame.
His relentless punching style earned him
the nickname ‘The Whitechapel Windmill’,
which is the title of an opera based on his life,
written by his relative Harold Frederics. His
brother Teddy was also a boxer.

JC (14 Dec. 1930, 8 June 1934, 19 Aug. 1938, 25
March, 7 June 2005, 9 Nov. 2007); J. Harding, Jack
Kid Berg: The Whitechapel Windmill (1987).

BERG, LEILA (1918-), children’s writer. Bornin
Salford, the niece of I1zak *Goller, she was the
daughter of his brother Simon, a Harley Street
specialist. Father and daughter were at odds,
since in her youth she became an ardent com-
munist. A prolific and popular author of books
forchildren, shewon the Eleanor Farjeon Medal
in 1973. She has also written such non-fiction
as the Pelican Original Risinghill: Death of a
Comprehensive School (1968) and the co-authored
Children’s Rights: Toward the Liberation of the Child
(1971). Her memoir, Flickerbook (1997), gives a
colourful insight into a Jewish neighbourhood
during the interwar period and details the left-
wing causes dear to her heart.

Online sources.

BERGEL, FRANZ (13 February 19oo—1 January
1987), biochemist. The son of Jewish converts
to Lutheranism, he was educated in his native
Viennaand at the universities of Wiirzburgand
Freiburg. In 1933 he went to Edinburgh, where
he researched with A. P. Todd (later Lord Todd)
on vitamin B1 synthesis and on vitamin E. He
was naturalised in 1938. At Roche Products
Ltd, Welwyn Garden City, from 1938-52, he
worked on synthetic analgesics, cannabi-
noids, antibacterials, and vitamins. From

1952—66 he was Professor of Chemistry at the
Chester Beatty Research Institute at the Royal
Cancer Hospital, London, of which he became
Dean (1963—6). In 1959 he was elected FRS.

ODNB; Biog. Mem. FRS, 34 (1988).

BERGER, [ELIKUM] GETZEL (GERSHON)
(1895-September 1977), Chasidic businessman
and philanthropist. Getzel Berger was born in
Toparoff, Galicia, and became a devotee of the
Satmar Rebbe, Yoel Teitelbaum. He arrived in
London in 1923, subsequently becoming co-
partner in a Whitechapel garment-manufac-
turing business and in 1940 establishing a fac-
tory in Stepney producing torch batteries. He
eventually became a wealthy property tycoon.
He helped to support financially the Dzikover
Shtiebl in Fieldgate Street, which closed in 1967.
Known for his unfailing charity, he was a foun-
der in the early 1940s of the Mesivta Yeshivah,
in 1962 of the Yesodey HaTorah School, and
of the Jewish Secondary Schools movement.
He was President (1943—7) of the *Union of
Orthodox Hebrew Congregations. His family
has endowed several charity trusts that distrib-
ute very significant sums per annum to Torah
institutions in England, Israel, and the USA.

JC (23 Sept. 1977); Rabinowicz, A World Apart.

BERGMANN, GRETEL (12 April 1914-),
high jump champion. Born in Laupheim, she
achieved a German high jump record in 1931.
In 1933 she took refuge in Britain, and in 1934
became national high jump champion. The
Nazis, afraid she would compete for Britain
in the 1936 Olympics, threatened her father
with reprisals if she did not return. Having
done so, she won a championship in 1935 and
achieved another record in 1936. But shortly
before the Olympics she was dropped from
the German team and her 1936 record was
erased. It was restored in 2009. From 1937 she
lived in the USA.

Daily Telegraph (25 Nov. 2009); online sources.

BERGMANN, RICHARD (1920—5 April 1970),
table tennis champion. Born in Vienna,



he participated in the winning Austrian
Swaythling Cup team (1936), moving to
Britain in about 1938. He won the world men’s
singles gold medal in 1937, 1939, 1948, and
1950. In 1939 he won the world men’s doubles,
with Victor *Barna, and in 1942 enlisted in the
RAF. In 1953, in team play, he won his seventh
world championship and later turned profes-
sional. He wrote Twenty-One Up (1950).

EJ; Times (6 April 1970); JC (10 April 1970).

BERGNER, ELISABETH (22 August 1897-12
May 1986), actress, and CZINNER, PAUL
(30 May 1890o—22 June 1972), film writer, dir-
ector, and producer. Born Elisabeth Ettel in
Drohobycz (Drogobych, Ukraine), then part
of the Hapsburg Empire, she began acting in
her teens and eventually moved to Germany.
There she met Budapest-born Czinner, who
having studied literature and philosophy at
the University of Vienna had become a journal-
ist before making his debut film in 1919. The
couple, who often worked together, married in
1933 and that same year settled in London as
refugees from Nazism. She played the title role
in Catherine the Great (1934) which he directed,
and was nominated for an Academy Award for
Best Actress for her part in his Escape Me Never
(1935). She also appeared in As You Like It (1936),
Dreaming Lips (1937), and Stolen Life (1939), also
directed by him. Her screen persona, ‘elfin,
fey, almost little-girlish’, quickly became out-
dated, and she subsequently did her best act-
ing work in the theatre. There is speculation
that the character ‘Margot Channing’ in the
Hollywood film All About Eve was based on her.
The couple moved to New York in 1940, worked
on Broadway, and in the 1950s returned to
England, where, using his own innovative
multi-camera methods, Czinner made several
films about dance and opera, including Don
Giovanni (1954), The Bolshoi Ballet (1958), The
Royal Ballet (1959), and Der Rosenkavalier (1961).

David Quinlan, Quinlan’s [llustrated Directory of Film
Stars (1996); online sources.

BERGSON, MICHAEL GABRIEL (20 May
1820-9 March 1898), composer. Born
in Warsaw to an affluent family named
Zbitkower, he used the surname Sonnenberg
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in early life. He studied music in Dessau and
Berlin, and, according to some sources,
under Chopin. He lived and worked in vari-
ous Continental cities, composing and
teaching. In 1870, on the outbreak of the
Franco-Prussian War, he was obliged to flee
with his wife and children to London, where
he remained for the rest of his life, and gave
private piano lessons. He collaborated with
Marcus *Hast on a requiem in commemor-
ation of Baron Mayer de *Rothschild (1874),
and in editing a collection of sacred Jewish
hymns and prayers (1874). His Scena ed Aria is
often played by military bands and is famil-
iar to clarinettists. His A Dream Wish was
played at an 1875 Promenade concert. His
Islington-born wife was the daughter of sur-
geon/dentist Dr Jacob L. Levison (c1799—5
July 1874), President of the Jewish Working
Men’s Club. The Paris-born philosopher
and Nobel laureate Henri Louis Bergson
(1859-1941) was their son. Betty *Miller was
a relative.

A. Sowinski, ‘Les Musiciens Polonais et Slaves’
(1857); JC (28 Oct. 1870, 17 July 1874); O. Thompson,
ed., The International Cyclopedia of Music and Musicians
(1942); EJ (Zbitkower, Bergson).

BERK (née Heymansohn), LIESELOTTE
(LOTTE) (17 January 1913—4 November 2003),
dancer and fitness trainer. Born in Cologne,
the daughter of a menswear retailer, she
trained in modern dance and performed for
leading choreographers and conductors. In
1938 she and her German-born British hus-
band settled in London with their daugh-
ter. Continuing to dance, she joined Marie
*Rambert’s company in 1941, and later dur-
ing the war toured Britain with the ENSA,
performing for the troops. In 1953 she retired
from dancing and opened, at a West End stu-
dio, a fitness class utilising modern ballet
movements, yoga techniques, and what she
called ‘orthopaedic exercises’. It proved popu-
lar, attracting many celebrities and spawning
studios in Fulham and Hungerford, where
her daughter Esther was instructor, and even-
tually in New York, California, Zurich, and
Rome. Lotte published The Lotte Berk Book of
Exercises (1969) and The Lotte Berk Method of
Exercise (1978).

ODNB.
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BERKMAN, LOUIS (1934—29 June 1993),
opera singer and chazan. Born in Cape Town,
he trained in chazanut in Johannesburg, and
later studied singing at London’s Guildhall
School of Music and in Italy. He gave 200 per-
formances with the Tel Aviv Israel National
Opera, returning in 1972 to Britain, where
he continued his involvement in operatics.
He was cantor at *Belsize Square Synagogue
(1977—-82), and taughtliturgical music at *Leo
Baeck College. His much-loved baritone voice
was in evidence at a number of commemora-
tive events, including that in York Minster
in 1990 to mark the 8ooth anniversary of
the destruction of York Jewry at Clifford’s
Tower.

K. J. Kutsch, Grosses Sdangerlexikon, 1 (1997); JC (19
March 1982, 27 April 1984, 16 July 1993).

BERKOFF, STEVEN (3 August 1937-), actor,
director, playwright and author. A tai-
lor’s son, born in Stepney and educated at
Hackney Downs School, he studied mime
and physical theatre at the Ecole Jacques
Lecoq in Paris and the Webber-Douglas
Academy in London. Making his London
stage debut in 1959 in a production of Arthur
Miller’s A View from the Bridge, he went on to
appear in stage, television and cinema roles,
often villainous ones, including the films
Octopussy, Beverly Hills Cop, and Rambo. He
has toured and acted throughout Europe,
Israel, and Australia in his own productions
of Shakespearean dramas. He founded the
London Theatre Company, celebrated for
risk-taking experimental drama. In 1983 he
won the Los Angeles Drama Critics’ Award
for directing. His plays include East (1978),
Decadence (1982), West (1985), Greek (1990), and
Kvetch, which received the London Drama
Critics’ Award for the best comedy of 199r.
His books include I Am Hamlet (1989), A
Prisoner in Rio (1989), Coriolanus in Deutschland
(1992), and Meditations on Metamorphosis
(1995), a study of Kafka.

EJ; S. Berkoff, The Theatre of Steven Berkoff (1992);
R. Cross, The Work of Steven Berkoff (2000); Guardian
(23 Aug. 1991).

BERKOVITS, BEREL (3 June 1949-15 April
2005), lawyer and dayan. The son of David
*Berkovits, he was born in Stamford Hill,
London, and educated at Menorah Primary
School, *Hasmonean Grammar School,
*Gateshead Yeshivah (obtaining semikhah in
1972), and the LSE (where he graduated LLB).
He lectured in criminal and international law
at University College, Buckingham (1977-83).
Hewas Registrarand Executive Administrator
of the *United Synagogue Beth Din (1984-90),
and then served as a dayan to the *Federation
of Synagogues (1990—-2005). As such, he was
possiblyuniquein havingasecularlawdegree.
To address the perennial problem of civilly
divorced Jewish women unable to remarry in
a Jewish ceremony because their husbands
refused to grant them a get, he campaigned
for a change in the secular law, so that a pre-
condition for civil divorce being granted was
that each party had first to sign the get. This
was enacted in the Family Law Act 1996. He
also advised on pre-nuptial agreements and
dealt with transnational divorce cases. He
wrote many articles, contributed to reference
works, and helped Soviet refuseniks. He died
in Jerusalem.

Jewish Tribune (20 April 2005); JC (17 Jan. 1986,
6 May 2005); Times (6 May 2005).

BERKOVITS, DAVID (DOVID) (1909-77),
Orthodox rabbi and educationist. Born in
Nagyvdrad, Hungary (now Oradea, Romania),
he married the daughter of Rabbi Yosef
Adler, the Turda Rav. He attended yeshivot in
Hungary and the Breuer Yeshiva in Frankfurt.
He studied at the universities of Frankfurtand
Basle and taught at the Montreux Yeshivah. In
1938, he was appointed Rabbi of Schaessburg,
Transylvania, where during the Second World
WarheassistedJewishrefugees. Followingdif-
ficult experiences under both Nazi and com-
munist rule, he arrived in Britain in 1947, was
appointed Headmaster of Yesodey Hatorah
School at Stamford Hill, and succeeded
Kopul *Rosen as Minister at Shomrei Hadath
Synagogue, Hampstead (1954—73). The father
of Berel *Berkovits, he died in Jerusalem. His
brother Rabbi Eliezer Berkovits (8 September
1908-92), also born in Nagyvdrad, obtained
a PhD from the University of Berlin, and
served in Leeds during the war years. From
1946—50 he served in Sydney, having been a



possible contender to succeed Chief Rabbi J.
H. *Hertz. Subsequently he went to the USA
and in 1975 to Jerusalem. He was an original
thinker and outspoken Zionist. Amongst his
many books are Towards Historic Judaism (1943)
and a collection of sermons, Between Yesterday
and Tomorrow (1945) — both prepared for pub-
lication whilst he was in England.

JC (6 May 1977, 11 Sept. 1992); EJ (Eliezer Berkovits).

BERKOWITZ, HENRY (c1819—5 April 1891),
educationist, Orthodox minister, and local
politician. Born in Warsaw, he arrived in
Britain when he was about 25, and was
entrusted with the education of the younger
children of Chief Rabbi N. M. *Adler. In
Gravesend, where he settled in about 1849, he
founded a school, which was situated finally,
from 1857, at the Tivoli Hotel building. His
Tivoli House Academy became the largest pri-
vate school in Gravesend. He erected a syna-
gogue alongside it, which was consecrated by
the Chief Rabbi in 1879, and acted as minister
with the designation ‘Rev’. Philanthropic and
community-spirited, he set up soup kitchens
in 1861, and dispensed charity to the needy
regardless of creed. Hewas elected town coun-
cillor in 1871 and Mayor of Gravesend in 1887.
He was also a JP. General jubilation greeted
his mayoralty, symbolised by the declaration
of the local Literary Institute at the time of his
election: ‘God bless our Jewish Mayor, whose
noble acts and good deeds all Christians
might well strive to imitate’. On the day of
his funeral all sections of Gravesend society
turned out to pay their respects. His pian-
ist daughter Amelia composed Soudan Waltz
(1885), and his son Isidore Baron Berkowitz
(c1862-?) replaced him as head of the school
(which was destroyed by Zeppelin attack in

1915).

M. Brown, ‘The Jews of Gravesend before 1915’,
JHSET, 35 (1996-38), 119 et seq.; JC (1o April, 31 July
1891).

BERLIN, Sir ISAIAH (6 June 1909—5 Novem-
ber 1997), philosopher and historian of
ideas. He was born in Riga, Latvia, the son
of a prosperous, well-educated timber mer-
chant; his family was distantly related to
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Mendel Schneerson, the ‘Lubavitcher Rebbe’.
After experiencing the Russian Revolution
first-hand, the family moved to England in
1920 and was naturalised in 1929. Berlin was
educated at St Paul’s and at Corpus Christi
College, Oxford (First in Greats and PPE).
In 1932 he was elected a Fellow of All Souls,
the first known Jew to gain election (but see
Leopold *Amery). He was also appointed
Lecturer in Philosophy at New College, and,
in 1938, Fellow in Philosophy. He spent his
entire academic career at Oxford, where he
became a legendary and influential figure.
As a philosopher, he published a number
of important papers on Logical Positivism.
His first book, Karl Marx (1939), became well
known. During the Second World War he
worked for the British government in New
York and Washington, DC, analysing British
press reports and drafting notable despatches
that were much admired by Churchill. In 1945
he served in the British Embassy in Moscow,
where he befriended Boris Pasternak and
Anna Akhmatova. In 1953 he published The
Hedgehog and the Fox, a seminal work on the
philosophy of history, and became noted
for his works on Russian liberalism. From
1957—66 he was Chichele Professor of Social
and Political Theory at Oxford. His Chichele
Lecture ‘Two Concepts of Liberty’ became
famous. He served as President of the British
Academy from 1974-8, and was a Trustee of
the National Gallery from 1975-85. Knighted
in 1957, he was appointed to the Order of Merit
(OM) in 1971. From 1966—75 he was President
of Wolfson College, Oxford. He was a liberal
Zionist for all of his adult life, although crit-
ical of Likud. There is agreement that he is a
particularly difficult figure to assess, and his
published work, scattered across a number of
fields, does notappearto reflectthe enormous
influence he had as a public intellectual. He
wrote an autobiography, Personal Impressions
(1980), and there are a number of biographical
works about him, notably Michael Ignatieft’s
Isaiah Berlin: A Life (1993).

ODNB; Jolles; WWW.

BERLIN, MOSES (1849-1919), Orthodox
rabbi, and BERLIN, NORMAN ISAAC (1832-
1902), educationist. The Hamburg-born
brothers were the sons of a pious and learned
father. Moses received a Jewish education
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from a prominent local rabbi before study-
ing in Berlin, at Hildesheimer’s Rabbinical
Seminary and also at the university, where
he obtained a doctorate. He then moved to
Britain, were he spent 11 years as minister
of the Hebrew Congregation at Newport,
Monmouthshire, another seven as minister
at Plymouth, and a further two as Principal
of *Aria College, Portsea. He later became
Headmaster of the Talmud Torah School in
Manchester, after which he opened a private
Hebrew School as well as teaching German
and Hebrew at Manchester Grammar
School. Norman was from 1851-94 a teacher
of Hebrew and German in various English
schools, including the Jewish academies run
by H. N. *Solomon at Edmonton, Rev. I. Cohen
at Dover, and Leopold *Neumegen at Kew. He
spent his final years as a scholar-in-residence
at the *Judith [Lady]l Montefiore College,
Ramsgate, studying Hebrew literature.

JC (4 April 1902, 12 Dec. 1919, 27 July 1934).

BERLINER, BERMAN (1848-15 January 1913),
Orthodox minister. London-born, brought up
in Aldgate by his grandfather, a pious wine
dealer, he graduated from *Jews’ College
and then became Headmaster of the schools
attached to the new Borough Synagogue,
concurrently holding the post of Baal Koreh
(reader) at the German Synagogue in Broad
Street, London Wall. From 1871-8 he was
minister of the Bristol Hebrew Congregation,
and from 1878-1912 of the St John’s Wood
Synagogue. He contributed an essay on
Solomon Luria to the Jews College Jubilee
Volume (1906), edited by his son-in-law L. D.
*Barnett.

JC (17 )an. 1913); Samuel, Bristol.

BERLINER, VICTOR (c1895-19 March 1949),
boxing promoter. Born to Polish-born parents
in the East End, where his father was a hair-
dresser, he managed the Ring, Blackfriars.
He was the foremost British boxing promoter
of the interwar period, responsible for many
notable matches, and was Harry *Mizler’s
manager from 1933.

JC (8 June 1934, 25 March 1949).

BERMAN, Sir FRANKLIN DELOW (23
December 1939-), legal advisor to the Foreign
Office. Educated at the university in his
native Cape Town (BA, BSc) and at Wadham
and Nuffield colleges, Oxford (MA, Rhodes
Scholar, 1961, and Prizeman), he was called to
the Bar by the Middle Temple in 1966 (Hon.
QC, 1992; Hon. Bencher, 1997). He served in
HM Diplomatic Service from 1965-99 as a
legal advisor and counsellor, and was Legal
Advisor to the Foreign and Commonwealth
Office, 1991—-9. He was Chairman of the
DiplomaticServices Association from1979—82
and was Chairman of the Appeals Board,
International Oil Pollution Compensation
Fund, 1986—2004. He has served as a visiting
professor at several universities and received
a KCMG in 1994.

WW; Jolles.

BERMAN, ISRAEL (ISADORE) R. (c188r—
19406), choirmaster. Israel Berman, known
as Isadore, served for some time as Music
Director of the Pavilion Theatre, Whitechapel,
and as Choirmaster at Brixton Synagogue. He
published several arrangements of Yiddish
musicin 1910, and Russische Kazatzke, a Russian
Cossack Dance, for piano and violin in 1915.
In 1926 he founded the *London Jewish Male
Choir, the earliest-formed extant Jewish male
voice choir of its nature in Britain. In 1927 he
issued a booklet of Jewish songs, translated
into English by Nestor J. Majeran.

JC (8 Dec. 2006).

BERMAN, MORRIS (MONTY) (16 February
191215 July 2002), theatrical costumier. Born
in Bethnal Green, the son and grandson of
tailors, he performed when young with the
Plinius Players, a Jewish amateur dramatic
group; he was also a reserve goalkeeper for
Leyton Orient. During the Second World War
he was a corporal in the RAF, serving with
Number 5 Bomber Command and the Dam
Busters team, and was duly appointed MBE.
He then rejoined his father’s tailoring firm,
which had entered the theatrical costume
business during the silent film era, and had
provided the clothes for such interwar talk-
ies as The Thirty-Nine Steps. Under his control



it dressed the cast of numerous famous films,
including Exodus, Gigi, Lawrence of Arabia,
Cleopatra, Dr Zhivago, Star Wars, Gandhi, Yentl,
and several James Bonds. In 1972 it acquired
L. & H. Nathan Ltd, of Drury Lane, which had
provided theatrical costumes since 179o. It
also broke into the television market, provid-
ing the costumes for Upstairs, Downstairs and
other period dramas. It twice won the Queen’s
Award for Export Achievement.

JC (23 May 1975, 11 May 1984, 27 April 1990, 23 Aug.
2002).

BERMAN, MYER (1909-6 May 1935),
Orthodox rabbi. Born in Whitechapel and
raised in Llanelli, he studied at the *Yeshivah
Etz Chaim, *Jews’ College, and the University
of London, receiving a BA in Semitics in 1932.
From 1934—74 he was minister of the Wembley
Synagogue, serving during the Second World
War as an army chaplain. In 1944 he was
awarded the MBE ‘for gallant and distin-
guished services’ during the Italian cam-
paign. At one time he was Hon. Secretary of
Jews’ College, and he served as President of
the Union of Anglo-Jewish Preachers, and as
the Chief Rabbi’s representative on the Boy
Scouts’ and Girl Guides’ Association. As a
member of the Chief Rabbi’s ‘Cabinet’ he was
responsible for university chaplaincy mat-
ters. His son, Rabbi Vivian Berman, served in
Belfast and Leeds before moving to Israel.

JC (10 May 1985).

BERMAN, NESTOR MONTAGUE (MONTY)
(16 August 1913-14 June 2008), film and tele-
vision producer. Born in Whitechapel, the
son of a musician, he was educated at UCS.
He became a camera operator at the leading
film studios near London, filming The Edge
of the World (1937). During the Second World
War he served as an army sergeant. After
the war he teamed up with Robert S. Baker
to form Tempean Films, first making low-
budget fare and then, as a director and pro-
ducer, such films as Sea of Sand (1958) and The
Siege of Sidney Street (1960). He then joined ITV,
where he directed his great hit, The Saint ser-
ies (1962—9) with Roger Moore. He also pro-
duced Gideon’s Way (1964), The Baron (1966),
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Randall and Hopkirk (Deceased) (1969—70), and
The Adventurer (1972-3).

ODNB.

BERMANT, CHAIM ICYK (26 February
1929—20 January 1898), journalist, novel-
ist, and writer. One of the best known and
admired of recent journalists and writers on
Jewish affairs, he was born in Breslev, Poland,
near the Lithuanian border, the son of a
rabbi. The family moved to Latvia and then,
in 1937, to Glasgow. Bermant was educated at
Queen’s Park Grammar School, the Glasgow
Yeshivah, the University of Glasgow, and the
LSE. He lived on an Israeli kibbutz during
19502, before spending time as a teacher in
a secondary modern school in Essex. He was
then a television scriptwriter and, from the
1960s, a leading journalist on the JC. He was
the paper’s Features Editor (1964—6) and con-
ducted a weekly column, ‘On the Other Hand".
He wrote well-received novels of Jewish life,
including Jericho Sleeps Alone (1964), Diary of
an Old Man (1966), and Swinging in the Rain
(1967). He also wrote a number of useful and
well-researched books on Anglo-Jewish his-
tory, including Troubled Eden: An Anatomy of
British Jewry (1969) and The Cousinhood (1971),
an account of England’s ‘grandee’ dynasties.
He also produced a biography of the Chief
Rabbi, Lord Jakobovits (1990). Two volumes of
Bermant’s collected columns were published
(in 1990 and 2000) as was his autobiography,
Genesis: A Latvian Childhood (1998). A bearded,
humorous man with a strong Glaswegian
accent, Bermant was warmly regarded even
when his columns were highly controversial.

JC (23, 30])an. 1998; Times (24 Jan. 1998); online
sources.

BERNAL, RALPH (cr785—26 August 1854),
politician. Of Sephardi background, the son
of London-based West India merchant Jacob
Bernal (d. 1811), he had only the loosest con-
nection with the Jewish community. He was
among several MPs of Jewish descent who
served in Parliament before 1858. Educated at
Christ’s College, Cambridge (1xth Wrangler),
he was called to the Bar by Lincoln’s Inn in
1810. He practised as a barrister and inherited
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a large estate in the West Indies. He served in
Parliament for many years, spending £66,000
on election campaigns. He was Whig MP for
Lincoln City (1818—20), for Rochester (1820—41
and 1847-52), for Weymouth (1842—), and for
Rochester (1847—52). He served as President of
the British Archaeological Society and was a
noted collector of glass and ceramics, forming
a collection which sold for £70,000 at his death.
His son with his non-Jewish wife, Ralph Bernal,
later Ralph Bernal Osborne (26 January 1808 or
1811—4 January 1882), politician, was educated
at Charterhouse and (briefly) at Trinity College,
Cambridge. He served as an army officer in
Ireland and added Osborne to his name in 1844
after marrying the daughter of Sir Thomas
Osborne, Bt. Bernal Osborne was a JP and DL
for County Waterford, and owned an Irish
estate of 13,000 acres. He served as an advanced
Liberal MP for Wycombe (1841—7), Middlesex
(1847-57), Dover (1857—9), Liskeard (1859—65),
Nottingham (1866—8), and Waterford City
(1870—4). In the Commons he was noted for his
facetious wit and radical views. His daughter
married the Duke of St Albans. His remote rela-
tive [John] Desmond Bernal (1o May 190115
September 1971), FRS, Professor of Physics at
Birkbeck College, London, became a commun-
ist at Cambridge and wrote political tracts.

ODNB; P. G. Bagenol, The Life of Ralph Bernal Osborne
(1884); Jolles; Stenton.

BERNARD, HERMANN HEDWIG (1785-15
November 1857), Hebrew scholar and educa-
tionist. Born to Austrian parents in Uman,
in the Pale of Settlement, he was brought up
as a Christian, his father having left Judaism;
whether his mother was a non-Jew is unclear.
In 1825 he settled in England, and in 1830
became a private teacher in Cambridge. In
1837 he was appointed Preceptor Linguee
Sacre at the university. He published The
Main Principles of the Creed and Ethics of the Jews
exhibited in selections from the Yad Hachazakah
of Maimonides, with a literal English translation
(1832), Ha-Menahel (‘The Guide of the Hebrew
Student’; 1839), and Mei Menuhot (‘Still Waters’;
1853), a Hebrew grammar co-authored with
Rev. P. H. Mason. The Book of Job, consisting of
lectures he had given on that subject, was pub-
lished in 1864, edited by a former student.

ODNB; JE.

BERNARD, LEOPOLD SAMUEL (LEO) (5
March 1925-14 September 2003), antiquar-
ian bookseller and communal leader. The
son of a London tailor who was friendly with
the bookselling partners Ben Marks and Jack
Joseph (whose shop is immortalised in the
film 84 Charing Cross Road), he served in the
Royal Marines during the Second World War.
Heabandoned anichein the publishingindus-
try to run, from 1973—98, a notable antiquar-
ian bookshop on the King’s Road, Chelsea;
in an impulsive Christmas purchase Imelda
Marcos once bought all the stock on display.
He was a founder in 1957 of the Westminster
Synagogue, served as Chairman ofits Council,
and in other ways played a significant part in
its affairs. He helped to shape the congrega-
tion’s liturgy, delivered outstanding sermons
from the pulpit, and regularly took a leading
role in High Holydays services.

JC (3 Oct. 2003); Independent (17 Sept. 2003).

BERNATHOVA (née Surdnyi), EVA (4 Decem-
ber 1922-), pianist. Born in Budapest, where
she studied at the Franz Liszt Academy of
Music and survived the Nazi occupation, she
made her debut as a concert pianist in Prague
in 1948. During her career, she toured many
countries and appeared as a soloist with major
orchestras. Her wide repertoire of recordings
encompassed authoritative interpretations of
piano concertos and piano quintets and music
by Liszt, Czech composers, and others. She
settled in London three years after her debut
there in 1966, married the Cultural Advisor at
the Czechoslovakian Embassy, and became
Senior Lecturer at Trinity College of Music.

E. Bernathova, personal communication to M.
Jolles (2007); E. Bernathova, Autobiography (2003),
private circulation; International Who's Who in
Classical Music (2004).

BERNAYS, ADOLPHUS (c18 May 1795—22
December 1864), academic. Born in Germany,
probably Hesse-Darmstadt, he was appar-
ently connected to the famous Rabbi Isaac
ben Jacob Bernays (1792-1849), of Hamburg,
who influenced the development of Rabbi S.
R. Hirsch’s neo-Orthodoxy and was related
to Heinrich Heine. Adolphus Bernays,



acculturated and evidently at some stage bap-
tised, arrived in England in 1816. He married a
non-Jewish bride in a Soho church in 1818, and
was in due course naturalised. From 1831-63
he was foundation Professor of German at
KCL. He was not the first university professor
of German in this country — that distinction
belonged to a political exile who taught at
UCL from 1828-31 — but he put the academic
teaching of German on a firm footing here.
His works included A Compendious German
Grammar (st ed. 1830), German Word-Book
(1852), and anthologies of German poetry
and prose. During the 1930s his grandson,
Stewart, Rector of Finchley, himself the son
of a clergyman, encouraged fund-raising for
refugees from Nazism. Stewart’s son Robert
Hamilton Bernays (19o2—missing in action
23 January 1945) was a journalist and from
193145 Liberal MP for Bristol North. His
Special Correspondent (1934) was a first-hand
account of Nazi Germany. A fierce anti-Ap-
peaser, he told the West London Synagogue
Association in 1934 that his ‘own slight
Jewish ancestry had been resurrected’ dur-
ing his trip, when Hitler refused to see him;
Bernays reportedly spoke of a ‘Jewish great-
grandmother’. Adolphus’s fourth son, Albert
James Bernays (8 November 1823—5 January
1892) was an eminent chemist. He received
a PhD in Germany, lectured on chemistry in
London hospitals, published on that subject,
and was an FCS and FIC. Adolphus’s young-
est son, Lewis Adolphus Bernays (1831-1908),
became Clerk of the Legislative Assembly,
New South Wales.

JC (20 April 1934, 3 Feb. 1939, 19 Sept. 1941);
Censuses of England and Wales, 1851-91, http://
www.ancestry.com; J. L. Flood, ‘Ginger Beer

and Sugared Cauliflower: Adolphus Bernays

and Language Teaching in Nineteenth-Century
London’, in R. Gorner and H. Kelly-Holmes, eds.,
Vermittlungen: German Studies at the Turn of the Century
(1999); ODNB (A. ]. Bernays, R. H. Bernays); ADB

(L. A. Bernays).

BERNBERG, JOSEPH (July 1869—9 February
1941), educationist. Born in Poland, he grew
up in London’s East End, the son of a travel-
ling picture dealer. He attended Old Castle
Street Board School and in 1889 was elected
an Associate of Toynbee Hall. For many years
he taught under the auspices of the Jewish
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Religious Education Board and at the Old
Castle Street Evening Continuation Schools,
and in 1gor was appointed superintendent
of the Wood Close (Bethnal Green) Religion
Classes. From 1903-33 he was Principal of
the South London (Borough) Jewish Schools,
Walworth, in succession to Dutch-born
Barnett Lelyveld (c1847-?), an East End cigar
maker’s son who had held that position since
1871, having previously taught at the JFS and
the Stepney Jewish Schools. Bernberg was on
the Council of the *United Synagogue.

JC (12 May 1871, 5 Oct. 1900, 14 Feb. 1941).

BERNSTEIN, ALEXANDER, BARON
BERNSTEIN OF CRAIGWEIL (15 March
1936-13 April 2010), businessman. Thenephew
of Lord *Bernstein, founder of Granada
Television, he was educated at Stowe and at St
John’s College, Cambridge. He served as Joint
Managing Director (1971-5) and Chairman
(1979—96) of Granada Television Ltd (later the
Granada Group PLC). He was also Managing
Director (1964-8) and Chairman (1977-86)
of Grenada Television Rental Ltd. He was a
Trustee of the Granada Foundation from 1968
and was Chairman of the Old Vic Theatre
Trust from 1998-2002. He was given a life
peerage in 2000.

WW; JYB; Daily Telegraph (18 April 2010).

BERNSTEIN, BASIL BERNARD (1 November
1924—24 September 2000), sociologist. Born
in Mile End Old Town, the son of a furrier, he
was educated at Christ’s Hospital, and fought
with the RAF. After the Second World War he
worked as a residential family case worker in
a Jewish settlement house in Stepney, obtain-
ing a BScin sociology from the LSE and, later,
a doctorate from UCL. He taught at the City
Day College in Shoreditch before joining, in
1962, the University of London’s Institute of
Education, where he was Reader from 1965-7
and Professor from 1967—70. Thereafter, he
held the Karl Mannheim Chair of Education
at the University of London. He was a special-
ist on the relationship between formal insti-
tutions and cultural transmission, and espe-
cially in the lack of communications skills
among the working classes. He published a
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four-volume work, Class, Codes, and Control,
between 1971 and 199o. A pro-Zionist, he
wanted to volunteer to serve in the 1973 Yom
Kippur War.

ODNB; JC (20 Oct. 2000).

BERNSTEIN, ENOCH (1887-12 December
1965), educationist and psychologist.
Portsmouth-born, the son of a furni-
ture dealer, he moved during childhood
to London, where he attended the JFS and
the Whitechapel Foundation School, and
became an officer in the JLB. Graduating
BA and BSc from KCL, he did postgraduate
research in psychology at UCL, subsequently
obtaining a PhD. He authored Quickness and
Intelligence (1924). In 1908 he joined the staff
of the JES, and on its reorganisation in 1931
became Headmaster of the Boys’ Elementary
Division. He introduced many new features
there, including a printing shop, planetar-
ium, model railway, and JFS Boys’ Club, as
well as publishing Pesach Hatorah, a method
of teaching Hebrew, and a Hebrew primer.
In 1919, with Dr Israel *Feldman, he founded
the Hagadol Social Club, and in 1930 became
Warden of the Jewish Lads’ Institute, a social
centre under *United Synagogue auspices.
In 1932 he and Ernest *Lesser founded the
United Synagogue Fellowship, which influ-
enced numerous young peoplein the East End,
particularly in matters of religious obser-
vance. Well-travelled, he was elected FRGS.
He resigned from the JFS in 1942 owing to ill
health and afterwards settled in New York.

JC (7 April 1922, 24 Dec. 1965); Black, JFS.

BERNSTEIN, Sir HOWARD (9 April 1953-),
Manchester City Council’s Chief Executive.
Educated at Ducie High School in his native
Manchester, he joined the council as a jun-
ior clerk in 1971. He worked his way up to
become Head of Urban Policy (1980-0),
Assistant  Chief Executive (1986—90),
Deputy Chief Executive (1990-8), and, since
1998, Chief Executive. He was Secretary of
the Manchester Commonwealth Games
Organising Committee from 1996, and
was significant in the construction of
the Commonwealth Games Stadium in

Manchester and many other local improve-
ments. He was knighted in 2003.

WW; Manchester City Council, information.

BERNSTEIN, PHILIP (PHIL) (23 December
1910—31 May 1996), violinist and musical dir-
ector. Born in Mile End to a Russian immi-
grant tailoring family, he studied the violin
from an early age, and used the instrument
that his father gave him as a Bar Mitzvah
present for the rest of his life. In his teens
he joined the orchestra of the Pavilion,
Whitechapel, accompanied silent films,
and recorded background music for talk-
ies. In 1936 he became first violin at the
newly founded Jewish National Theatre,
Adler Street. In 1941 he succeeded Isidore
Berman, who had suddenly departed in
anger, as Musical Director of the Grand
Palais, Commercial Road, London’s major
Yiddish theatre, remaining with it until its
closure in 1970. After that, he toured the
provinces with the Yiddish troupe led by
his wife, Anna *Tzelniker. During his long
career he provided the Yiddish theatre with
much of its unique, essential music, includ-
ing tunes recalled by continental refugees
and Holocaust survivors, which he tran-
scribed and orchestrated. He also had his
own madcap musical comedy band, The Four
Chasidim, which entertained at simchas.

JC (5 June 1995); Independent (6 June 1996).

BERNSTEIN, SIDNEY LEWIS, BARON
BERNSTEIN (30 January 1899—5 February
1993), cinema and television magnate. Born in
Ilford, Essex, the son of Alexander Bernstein
(c1860-1922), a Lithuanian immigrant who
became a boot manufacturer, property devel-
oper, and the founder of the Grenada Cinema
chain, he was educated at the Coopers’
Company School, Bow, and became head of
the family business on his father’s death. He
was Chairman of the Granada Group Ltd.
from 1934—79 and then served as its President.
In the late 1920s he built several West End
theatres, including the Phoenix Theatre in
Charing Cross Road, and then developed the
Granada chain of cinemas as a national con-
cern marked by grandiose architecture in the



style of American movie houses of the time.
During the Second World War he was Chief
of the Film Section, SHAEF (1943-5) and of
other wartime film productions. After the
war he became famous as one of the lead-
ing figures in independent television, with
Granada, based in Manchester, producing
Coronation Street and other popular shows.
He also became a major figure in publish-
ing, and was a friend and associate of many
leading intellectuals, including Shaw, Wells,
T. S. Eliot, and J. M. Keynes. From 1925-31 he
served as a Labour member of the Middlesex
County Council, and was given a life peerage
in 1969. He left £6.7 million.

ODNB; Jolles; Rubinstein, Life Peers; WWW; C.
Moorehead, Sidney Bernstein: A Biography (1984).

BERRY, Sir MICHAEL VICTOR (14 March
1941-), theoretical physicist. The son of a
London taxi driver, he studied physics at the
University of Exeter and theoretical physics
at St Andrews University (PhD). Since 1965
he has held academic and research posts at
the University of Bristol, where he has, since
1979, held three professorships in physics.
Following an early interest in astronomy he
specialised in theoretical physics, explor-
ing, in particular, phenomena at the inter-
face between classical and quantum theories
(physical asymptotics). He described a phase
shiftin quantum mechanics, the ‘Berry Phase’.
The recipient of numerous international
awards and many honorary doctorates, he is
a member of the Board of Governors of the
Weizmann Institute, and a visiting professor
at the Haifa Technion. Knighted in 1996, he
was elected FRS in 1982 (Royal Medal, 1990),
FRSA in 1983, and in 2006 was appointed
Editor of the Royal Society’s ‘Proceedings A’
publications.

Website of Sir Michael Berry (University of Bristol);
WW; personal communication from Sir Michael
Berry to Michael Jolles (2007).

BERSON, ELIEZER (LAZAR) (1882-1954),
decorative artist. Born in Skopishok, a shtetl
near Kovno (Kaunas), he studied art in St
Petersburg and Paris, arriving in London in
1914. His beautiful designs based on Hebrew
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characters and Jewish folk art and sym-
bols — worked onto wooden plates, bowls,
boxes, and paperknives — are coloured in so
effectively that from a distance many objects
seemed to be inlaid with gemstones and
ivory. He wrote a weekly column for Di Tsayt.
Morris *Myer, its Editor, was so impressed
with Isaac *Zangwill’s riposte to an offen-
sive remark from a heckler at a public meet-
ing in 1915 that he commissioned a bowl from
Berson inscripted with the riposte as a gift to
Zangwill. Berson designed a specially com-
missioned box, devoid of Jewish imagery, for
Queen Alexandra. He designed the cover and
a number of decorative Hebrew initials for
The New Haggadah (1916). The moving spirit
behind the foundation in 1915 of the Jewish
National Art Association that became known
as the *Ben Uri Gallery, he served as its Art
Director and his work appeared in its splen-
did album of 1916. But he suddenly and mys-
teriously left Britain towards the end of that
year, possibly owing to his association with
radical groups. He died in Nice. Sometimes
his forename appears erroneously as Leon.

JC (10 Sept. 1915, 24 March 1916, 8 July 1955, 25 Feb.
1966, 12 Jan. 2001, 25 Jan. 2002); Ben Uri Story.

BERWIN, STANLEY JACK (18 March 1926—2
July 1988), solicitor and communal leader.
Regarded as one of the greatest lawyer of
the post-war period who was also engaged
in business life, he was born in Leeds to an
Orthodox family and was educated at the
Roundhay School and at the University of
Leeds. Following service in the Royal Navy,
he was articled to a City firm, which he left to
join Oppenheimer, Nathan & Vandyke, where
he was regarded as a leading expert on com-
mercial law. In 1966 he founded his own firm,
Berwin & Co. (later Berwin Leighton), and
subsequently founded a second leading City
law firm bearing his name, S.J. Berwin & Co.
His clients included British Land and Great
Universal Stores. In 1966 he became a director
of N. M. Rothschild & Co., and was briefly
Chairman of the Rothschild Trust Company.
A hyperactive chain smoker known for his
decisive advice, he was regarded as one of
the leading authorities on taxation and com-
pany law. A committed Zionist, he was Vice-
Chairman (1973-5) of the Joint Israel Appeal,
and Chairman (1979—82) of the Development
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Company for Israel (UK) Ltd., the body that
sells Israel Bonds in Britain.

JC (8 July 1988); Times (8 July 1988); Cooper, Pride
versus Prejudice.

BESICOVITCH, ABRAM SAMOILOVITCH
(24 January 1891—2 November 1970), mathem-
atician. He was born in Berdjansk (now in the
Ukraine); his father, a jeweller, was a Karaite.
Educated at St Petersburg University he taught
mathematics at Perm University, and became
a Christian. He escaped from Russia in 1924
after many privations, and spent a year in
Copenhagen. In 1926 he held a lectureship
at the University of Liverpool, and in 1927
was appointed lecturer at Cambridge, where
from 1950—8 he was Rouse Ball Professor of
Mathematics. In 1930 he was elected a Fellow
of Trinity College and he received Cambridge
University’s Adams Prize. Naturalised in
1931, he was elected FRS (1934), and was
awarded the De Morgan Medal of the London
Mathematical Society (1950) and the Royal
Society’s Sylvester Medal (1952). His work con-
tributed to many scientific and mathematical
fields, including certain concepts that led to
what were posthumously termed fractals.

OBND; Biog. Mem. FRS, 17 (1971).

BESSER, GORDON MICHAEL (22 January
1936-), endocrinologist. Educated at Hove
County Grammar School, he qualified in
medicine at St Bartholomew’s Hospital
Medical College in 1960. At St Bartholomew’s
Hospital he lectured in medicine (1966—70),
was appointed a consultant physician in
1970, and from 1974—-92 was Professor of
Endocrinology. During the 19g9os he firmly
campaigned against the Secretary of State for
Health’s unpopular and ultimately abortive
crusade to close the internationally famous
hospital (familiarly known as Bart’s), the
oldest active hospital in Britain. Extensively
published, he is highly esteemed world-wide
for his work in clinical endocrinology and
for his research in neuro-endocrinology and
endocrine physiology. Since 1992, he has
been Professor of Medicine and Head of the
Department of Endocrinology at Bart’s and
the Royal London Hospital.

BETTMANN, SIEGFRIED (1863-October
1951), bicycle and motorcycle manufacturer
and local politician. Born in Nuremberg, the
son of an agent to a Bavarian landowner, he
moved to England in 1883. In 1886 he founded,
in Coventry, the Triumph Cycle Company,
which became one of Britain’s leading bicycle
manufacturers. From 1902 it also built
motorcycles, and, from 1923, motor cars.
He was its Managing Director until 1933. He
served as President of the Coventry Chamber
of Commerce and of the Cycle and Motor
Manufacturers’ Association. He became a
member of the Coventry Council and a local
JP. In 1913 he was elected Mayor of Coventry,
and was re-elected the following year but fol-
lowing the outbreak of the First World War
was forced to resign from this and many other
posts owing to his German origin. He also
served as President of the Coventry Liberal
Association, and wrote books on travel. His
name sometimes appears as Bettman.

JC (12 Oct. 1951); Pollins; online sources.

BEVIS MARKS SYNAGOGUE, in Heneage
Lane, off Bevis Marks in the City of London,
was consecrated in September 1701 in time for
the High Holydays. The oldest extant syna-
gogue in Britain, it replaced the Spanish and
Portuguese congregation’s original house of
worship in Creechurch Lane, opened in 1656
and enlarged in 1674, which by the 16gos the
congregation had outgrown. The Bevis Marks
site, originally acquired on a lease, was even-
tually purchased for the congregation. The
synagogue’s simple outward design, resem-
bling a Nonconformist chapel of its era,
belies the splendid interior, modelled on the
Amsterdam Sephardi synagogue opened in
1675, with which so many Anglo-Sephardim
had connections. Some early members were
former Marranos who had arrived directly
from Portugal. During the eighteenth and
early nineteenth centuries newcomers to the
Anglo-Sephardi community arrived from
Holland, France, Italy, North Africa and
Gibraltar,andlater from the Middle East. Bevis
Marks is considered one of the most beautiful
examples of synagogue architecture stand-
ing. Its Quaker builder is rumoured to have
returned his unspent surplus fees to the con-
gregation rather than gain financially from
constructing a house of worship, and legend



also has it that Princess (later Queen) Anne
presented an oak beam from a Royal Navy ship
for incorporation into the roof. Oak benches
from the Creechurch Lane synagogue were
taken to Bevis Marks, and remain there today.
They were long used by the children from
the congregation’s school. The congregation
employed a doctor to tend its sick members
free of charge, and in 17478 founded a hos-
pital, Beth Holim (‘House of the Sick’), which
much later became an old people’s home.
Portuguese, rather than English, was used as
the congregation’s vernacular officially until
1810, and lingered in the case of records and
certain announcements, while Spanish con-
tinued on the Feast of Av. The congregation’s
lay governing body, the Mahamad, compiled
the laws of the congregation (ascamot), lev-
ied taxes on congregants, appointed and paid
the *Haham (spiritual leader) and other offi-
cials, authorised the solemnisation of mar-
riages, received offerings and legacies, and
distributed charity both in money and mater-
ial essentials. The Mahamad consisted of two
wardens (parnassim) and a treasurer (gabay),
chosen annually from among the Elders; in
the mid-nineteenth century it became an
elected executive and some of its functions
were taken over by a secretariat. In 1853, to
serve Sephardim who had moved westward
from the City, a branch synagogue was estab-
lished in Wigmore Street, and moved in 1861
to Bryanstone Street. By the 188os most of
the reasonably circumstanced members of
the London Sephardi community, not just
the wealthy, lived in the salubrious West End,
leading to a decline in Sabbath attendances
at Bevis Marks. Consequently, in 1883 the
Mahamad proposed that Bevis Marks should
be demolished and the Bryanstone Street
synagogue closed; for West End Sephardim
a new synagogue would be erected in Maida
Vale, and for east London Sephardim a new
synagogue with surrounding communal
buildings would be built in Whitechapel.
However, no tenders having been received,
a backlash gradually emerged in the form
of the Bevis Marks Anti-Demolition League,
and the synagogue was eventually reprieved.
However, owing to demographic realities
the Bryanstone Street synagogue closed in
1895, and a replacement in Lauderdale Road,
Maida Vale, now the Sephardi community’s
most populous place of worship, opened
on 4 October 1896. From 1883-1936 a small
Sephardi synagogue existed in north London
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at Mildmay Park. Further demographic
changes brought about the founding of a
Sephardi branch congregation in Wembley in
1962 and the building of a synagogue there in
1977, when the Beth Holim was transferred to
the same site. In 1929 Bevis Marks was sched-
uled by the Royal Commission on Ancient
Monuments as ‘a building of outstand-
ing value’, and its preservation was thereby
assured. Despite close calls it survived the
Blitz intact. Prince Philip attended its 250th
anniversary commemoration service, held in
1951. In 1956 it was, appropriately, the venue
of a communal service of dedication and
thanksgiving to mark the tercentenary of the
resettlement of the Jews in the British Isles.
In 1992 and 1993 the synagogue was badly
damaged in IRA bomb attacks on the City of
London. Nearly £200,000 was subsequently
raised for repairs and renovations. The syna-
gogue is still used for regular worship as well
as for special services.

Hyamson, Sephardim; L. D. Barnett, ed., Bevis Marks
Records (1940); R. D. Barnett and A. Levy, The Bevis
Marks Synagogue (1970); P. Goodman, Bevis Marks

in History (1934); S. Kadish, Bevis Marks Synagogue
(2002); idem, Jewish Heritage in England:

An Architectural Guide (2000); online sources.

BEVISTEIN, ABRAHAM (c1898—20 March
1916), executed soldier. Born in Warsaw
and brought up in the East End, he enlisted
underage using the surname Harris, and
in September 1914 joined the 11th (Service)
Middlesex Regiment, which went to France
in May 1915. He was slightly wounded near
Givenchy in December 1915 and on 13 February
1916 left the trenches at Sailly Labourse, deaf-
ened and unnerved, after three rifle grenades
exploded near him. Passed as fit for duty, he
was ordered back to the trenches but, intend-
ing, he afterwards claimed at his court martial,
to take a few days to recuperate, he wandered
off. A Frenchwoman’s testimony that he told
her he intended to return to England sealed his
fate, and he became one of the 306 British sol-
diers shot for desertion during the First World
War. In 1990 the ‘Shot at Dawn’ campaign
was launched to secure their official pardons,
which were finally granted in 2006.

Daily Telegraph (16 Aug. 2006); D. Lister, Die Hard,
Aby! (2005).
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BEYFUS, ALFRED (185124 July 1914), solici-
tor, and BEYFUS, GILBERT HUGH (19 July
1885—-30 October 1960), barrister. Born in
London, the son of Solomon Beyfus, a jew-
eller who was on the Council of the *United
Synagogue, Alfred became a solicitor and a
partner in the firm of Beyfus & Beyfus. He spe-
cialised in working for theatre management
and actors, and was the solicitor for many of
London’s West End theatres. Gilbert, his son
with his non-Jewish wife, was educated at
Harrow School and Trinity College, Oxford,
and was called to the Bar by the Inner Temple
in 1908 (QC, 1933; Bencher, 1941). During the
First World War he became a POW, reached
the rank of army captain and was mentioned
in despatches. Afterwards he stood unsuc-
cessfully three times as a parliamentary
candidate — twice as a Liberal and once as a
Conservative. One of the most prominent and
influential barristers of his generation, he
appeared in such famous trials as Aneurin
Bevin’s libel action against The Spectator (1957)
and Liberace’s against the Daily Mirror (1959).

JC (27 July 1914); Cooper, Pride versus Prejudice.

BEYFUS, DRUSILLA see SHULMAN, MILTON

BIALSKY, JOSEPH (c1884-1961), Hebrew
scholar and musical composer. Born in
the Ukraine, he taught music in Jerusalem
before settling in London in 1929. His
musical compositions dealt mostly with
Jewish themes.. In 1942 a Russian march
he composed for brass band was broadcast
on the BBC Home Service in a ‘Music of Our
Allies’ programme. He translated a large
number of songs from Hebrew into English,
Russian, and French, and from those lan-
guages into Hebrew. He was also a writer
and reviewer, contributing to many Hebrew
and Yiddish journals. His publications
included a volume of traditional recitatives
for Sabbath prayers, published in London in
1932. His wife Miriam (d. 1942) taught for
many years at the Redmans Road Talmud
Torah Ivrit b’Ivrit classes.

JC (27Jan. 1933, 30Jan., 17 April 1942, 10 Oct. 1947,
9 June 1961).

BIBBERO, MARQUIS (MARCUS) (c1837-15
February 1910), swimmer. He was born in
Prussia, evidently, from the age given in suc-
cessive censuses, in or about 1837, although
his JC obituary gave his age at death as 8s.
He was taken in early infancy to Hull, where
his father became a hawker. At the age
of seven Marcus, later dubbed ‘the Polish
Marquis’, began supplementing the mea-
gre family income by giving displays of his
aquatic prowess. He moved to Manchester
and in 1870 to London. He invented swim-
ming movements that were adopted by all
the notable swimmers of the day, including
Captain Matthew Webb, the first person to
swim (1875) the English Channel, a feat for
which Bibbero coached him. Bibbero trav-
elled the country giving displays of his ‘sci-
entific swimming’. The establishment of
public swimming baths by various munici-
pal authorities was very largely due to him.
He delighted in such tricks as swimming
underwater with a lighted cigar. In 1880 he
swam New York’s East River with his hands
bound behind him and his legs tied. Back
in England, styled ‘Professor’, he became
swimming teacher at the People’s Palace in
London and a boys’ home in Dover. In the
early 18gos he trained a swimming team
from the Jewish Workingmen’s Club in the
East End; it won a challenge shield in a com-
petition open to all the London swimming
clubs. He published such pamphlets as
Athletic and Physical Training for Land and Water
(zgo1) and The Bibbero System of Restoring the
Apparently Drowned in the Water Itself (c1go8).
He did much to popularise Zionism among
East End Jewry, and organised a Zionist
Swimming and Life-Saving Association.

JC (22 Feb. 1874, 4 Oct. 1907, 25 March 1910); JHSET,
35 (1996-38), 48; Censuses, 1851-1901, http://[Wwww.
ancestry.com.

BICK (née Wander), ESTHER (4 July 1902—21
July 1983), psychotherapist. Born Esthera
Lifsha Wander in Przemysl, Poland, she
obtained her PhD in Vienna, studied child
psychology, and moved to England in 1938.
Having joined the Tavistock Clinic she pio-
neered a course in child psychotherapy
that, along with Anna *Freud’s course at the
Hampstead Clinic, gaverise to the Association



of Child Psychotherapists. She made import-
antcontributions to infant observation within
psychoanalytic education. She published lit-
tle, but was influential and respected in her
supervisory and teaching roles.

Times (2 Aug. 1983); R. Willougby, ‘The Petrified
Self: Esther Bick and Her Membership Paper’, British
Journal of Psychotherapy, 18 (2001), 3—6.

BIEDERMANN, ALFRED (c1827-1 April
1901), stockbroker. From Vienna, he became
a member of the London Stock Exchange
in 1859. As the head of Biedermann & Co,
stockbrokers of 4 Angel Court in the City, he
was very successful, and left £615,000 at his
death. Related by marriage to the wealthy
*Stern family, he bequeathed legacies to
Jewish charities.

JC (18 Oct. 1901); online sources.

BIENENFELD, FRANZ RUDOLF (1886—May
1961), lawyer, writer, and human rights activ-
ist. Obtaining a doctorate in law in Vienna,
his birthplace, he became a prominent mem-
ber of the Austrian Bar and authored relevant
works. He was Chairman of the Austrian
branch of the WJC, and under the pseudo-
nym Anton von Mueller wrote Deutsche und
Juden (1934; The Germans and the Jews, 1939)
and Religion religionslosen Juden (1938; Religion
of the Non-Religious Jews, 1944). Following the
Anschluss in 1938 he fled to England, where
he continued his involvement with the WJC,
heading its legal department and serving on
its British and international executives. He
played a leading part in advancing Jewish res-
titution claims and efforts to ensure that war
criminals faced justice. He wrote Rediscovery
of Justice (1947) and as WJC representative on
the Human Rights Commission established
the principle that ‘everyone has the right to
seek and be granted, in other countries, asy-
lum from persecution’. The Commission’s
decision in 1953 to give the International
Court of Justice the status of a court of appeal
in matters of human rights was largely his
brainchild.

EJ; JC (26 May, 9 June 1961).
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BIER, NORMAN (28 February 1925-27
October 2009), optometrist. A native of
Munich, the son of a Polish-born jewel-
ler, he settled in Britain with his family in
1938. Educated at Warwick House School in
Hampstead and the Northampton Institute
(now the City University), he qualified as an
optometrist in 1946. A pioneer of easy-to-
wear contact lenses, he published the much
reprinted Contact Lens Routine and Practice (1953)
as well as other texts. He was a visiting profes-
sor at the University of Michigan, received an
honorary DSc from the City University in 1975,
and spent some years working in Israel before
returning to private practice in London.

JC (18 Dec. 2009).

BIERER, JOSHUA (c1 July 19o1—22 November
1984), psychiatrist. He was born Jehoschua
Bierer in Radautz, Bukovina, to a medical
family. Having trained with Alfred Adler and
Alexander Neuer, he was appointed to the
Teaching Institute in Individual Psychology
in Berlin. He afterwards qualified MD in
Vienna, and moved to Britain in 1938. He was
appointed the first psychotherapist in a pub-
lic mental hospital in Britain, at Runwell,
Essex. He founded the Social Psychotherapy
Centre, later called The Marlborough Day
Hospital, the first hospital of'its kind in this
country, where by 1959 nearly 40 existed. He
founded and edited the International Journal
of Social Psychiatry, and founded and chaired
both the Institute of Social Psychiatry and
the British Association of Social Psychiatry.
His twin brother Immanuel Bierer, a gynae-
cologist, co-founded the Hashomer Hatzair
movement and two early kibbutzim in
Israel.

JC (30 Nov. 1984); Times (29 Nov. 1984); BMJ (12 Jan.
1985); EJ (his grandfather Rubin Bierer); Medical
Directory 1961; E. Shorter, A History of Psychiatry: From
the Era of the Asylum to the Age of Prozac (1997).

BILLIG, HANNAH (4 October 1gor-11 July
1987), physician and George Medal recipient,
and BILLIG, LEVI (1897—20 August 1936),
Arabic scholar and academic. They were born
to Russian refugee parents in Whitechapel,
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where their father was employed as a ciga-
rette and cigar maker. From 1914-16 Levi
studied at *Jews’ College. Following gradu-
ation in Classics at the University of London
he entered Trinity College, Cambridge. A
member of the University of Cambridge
Jewish Society, he was Tyrwhitt Scholar and
Wright Student, and graduated in 1922 with
a First in Oriental Languages. He received
his MA in 1925 and the following year was
appointed Lecturer in Arabic Language and
Literature at the HU]J. He spent some time in
Iran (then Persia) studying early Shi’ite litera-
ture and was at his desk in the study of his
home working on a resultant book when, dur-
ing the Palestine riots of 1936, an Arab gun-
man opened fire through the window and
killed him. Ironically, Billig was an advocate
of Jewish-Arab reconciliation. His An Arabic
Reader (1931, reprinted 1963), remains a highly
regarded introductory text. (Coincidentally,
his co-compiler of that work, Avinoam Yellin
MBE, of the Palestine Ministry of Education,
was fatally shot by an Arab in 1937.) Hannah,
educated at Myrdle Street School and the
University of London, qualified as a doc-
tor in 1925, having trained at the Royal Free
Hospital. She worked at the Jewish Maternity
Hospital in the East End, and in 1927 opened
her own practice, which moved to Cable
Street in 1935. For her heroism in continu-
ing to tend air raid casualties at Wapping on
13 March 1941, despite a broken ankle and
bombs dropping nearby, she was awarded
the GM. She served during the remainder of
the war as an army doctor in India with cap-
tain’s rank, and in 1945 received the MBE. In
1962 she was elected President of the London
Jewish Medical Society, and in 1964 settled
in Israel, where she continued her medical
work.

EJ; JC (30 Oct. 1936, 22 July 1938, 5 Jan. 1945, 3 April
1964, 24 July 1987, 1 Aug. 1997); Medical Directory
1930; BMJ (28 Aug. 1987); D. Walker, ‘Dr Hannah
Billig’, The Cable (2007), 20-3.

BINDER, HYMAN (HYMIE) (c13 December
1917—-8 March 2008), sports administrator.
He was born in Whitechapel to Romanian
immigrants, on 13 December 1917 according
to The Times, but on the following day accord-
ing to his death registration. He was keen on
physical fitness and body building and ran a

Jewish boys’ self-defence training centre. He
fought against fascists in the *‘Battle of Cable
Street’, and in the Second World War served
in the Royal Engineers, fighting at El Alamein
(1942). He afterwards established a fitness
club in London, whose members included
competitors at the Maccabi, Commonwealth,
and Olympic games. An inspiring trainer, he
was Chairman of the British Amateur Weight
Lifting Association.

Times (13 April 2004); JC (16 April 2004; wrongly
gives his birthdate as 31 March 1917).

BINDMAN, Sir GEOFFREY LIONEL (3
January 1933-), solicitor. Educated at
Newcastle upon Tyne Royal Grammar School
and at Oriel College, Oxford (BCL, 1956), he
was admitted as a solicitor in 1959 and is one
of the most prominent civil liberties lawyers
in Britain. He served as legal advisor to the
Race Relations Board from 1966—73 and to
the Commission for Racial Equality from
1973—83. His firm Bindman LLP specialises
in civil liberties cases. He has been a visiting
professor of law at UCL since 1990. He was
knighted in 2007.

WWW; online sources.

BING, GERTRUD (7 June 18923 July 1964),
librarian and scholar. Born and educated in
Hamburg, the daughter of a merchant, she
became a schoolteacher. In 1921 she obtained
her PhD, and in 1922 joined the staff of the
University of Hamburg’s privately founded
Bibliothek Warburg, playing a supervisory
role in its evacuation in 1933 to Britain where
in 1944, as the *Warburg Institute, it was
incorporated into the University of London.
Having been Assistant Director, she was
in 1955 appointed Director of the Warburg
Institute as well as Professor of the History
of the Classical Tradition. On her retire-
ment in 1959 she was elected Hon. Fellow of
the Institute and in the same year received
an honorary DLitt from the University
of Reading. She edited Aby Warburg’s
Gesammelte Schriften (1932) and Fritz *Saxl’s
Lectures.

ODNB; Warburg Institute, Gertrud Bing (1965).



BINSTEAD, ARTHUR MORRIS (6 January
1861-13 November 1914), journalist. His
father, the manager of a Bond Street gallery,
appears to have been non-Jewish. Whether
his mother, whose maiden surname was
Morriss, was Jewish is unclear. However,
either by birth or conversion he was a Jew,
for on 22 December 1886 he was married at
London’s Central Synagogue; the birth of his
son the following year was announced in the
JC. Educated at private schools in his native
London, Binstead worked at a counting house
and a sporting press agency before joining,
in 1884, the Sporting Times, dubbed ‘the Pink
‘Un’ whose staff included Willie Goldberg
(‘Shifter’). There, under the pseudonym
‘Pitcher’, Binstead provided readers with a
wealth of material about the horseracing
world. In 1912, disappointed in the expect-
ation of succeeding the paper’s proprietor
on the latter’s retirement, he left with several
colleagues and started the rival Town Topics.
Binstead’s two books, the co-authored A Pink
‘Un and a Pelican (1898) and Pitcher in Paradise
(1903), are regarded as among the best and
funniest accounts of bohemian London dur-
ing their era.

ODNB; JC (4 Nov. 1887, 20 Nov. 1914).

BINSTOCK, IVAN ALAN (27 October 1950-),
Orthodox rabbi and dayan. Born in London, he
was educated at Hackney Downs School and
UCL, graduating in chemistry. He also studied
atthe *Yeshivah Etz Chaim and *Jews’ College,
aswellas atthe MirYeshivah, Jerusalem. He has
served a number of congregations: South-East
London District Synagogue (1972—4), Finsbury
Park Synagogue (1974-8), New Synagogue
(1978—-80), Golders Green Synagogue (1980—96),
and, since 1996, StJohn’s Wood Synagogue. He
was appointed to the London Beth Din in 1989
and is also Principal of the North West London
Jewish Day School.

JYB; online sources.

BINSTOCK, JACOB MEIR (1870-1939), mill-
iner and Chasidic lay leader. A descendant of
the Baal Shem Tov, he was a founder of the B’nei
Ruzhin and Sadagora Shtiebl established in
1899 in Buxton Street, Shoreditch, with which
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the Binstock family was prominently associ-
ated: Jacob Meir with his five brothers and
three sons almost comprised a minyan. In 1955
the shtiebl merged with the one in Old Castle
Street to form the Agudat Achim Nussach Ari
Ubet Haknesset Chasidei Ruzhin.

Rabinowicz, A World Apart.

BIRK, ALMA LILLIAN, BARONESS BIRK (22
September 1917—29 December 1996), journal-
ist, politician, and communal leader. Born
in Brighton, the daughter of Barnett Wilson
(né Woolfson, d. 1932), founder of Wilson
Brothers Greeting Cards Ltd she was edu-
cated at South Hampstead High School and
at the LSE and, in 1939, married Ellis Samuel
*Birk. A journalist, she was associate editor
of Nova, 1965—9. She unsuccessfully contested
parliamentary seats three times on behalf of
Labourand was amember of Finchley Borough
Council from 1950-3. She was given a life
peerage by Harold Wilson in 1967 and later
served as Baroness-in-Waiting (Government
Whip in the House of Lords), March—October
1974; as Parliamentary Under-Secretary,
Department of the Environment, October
1974-January 1979; and as Minister of State,
Privy Council Office, January—May 1979. She
was a Frontbench Labour Spokesman in the
Lords from 1979—86. Connected with prison
reform and arts groups, she was a member of
the Executive, Council of Christians and Jews
(1971—), Chairman of the Arts Subcommittee,
Holocaust Memorial Committee, from 1979,
and a member of the executive of the Jewish
Society for the Mentally Handicapped.

ODNB; Jolles; WWW; Rubinstein, Life Peers.

BIRK, ELLIS SAMUEL (30 October 1915-3
July 2004), solicitor, media director, and
communal leader. He was born in Newcastle
upon Tyne, the son of a financial agent. His
parents were Orthodox Jews and Zionists.
Educated at Clifton College and at Jesus
College, Cambridge, he served as a major in
the Royal Artillery during the Second World
War. He became a solicitor, and joined the
City firm of Nicholson, Graham, and Jones.
There he was introduced to SirJohn Ellerman,
second Baronet, Britain’s richest man. Often
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incorrectly supposed to be Jewish, Ellerman
was a philosemite whose Canadian wife was
Jewish. Impressed by Birk’s ability, Ellerman
placed him as his nominee on the board of the
Sunday Pictorial newspaper, of which he was
the major shareholder. Birk became Editorial
Director of the Pictorial and Mirror Group, and
was influential in the resignation of Cecil
King in 1968. Birk left the Group when it was
acquired by Robert *Maxwell in 1984. He also
served in a wide variety of communal leader-
ship positions. Hewas a director of the JC from
1956, and its Chairman from 1987—go. He was
also Chairman of the Jewish Welfare Board
and helped to found Jewish Care in 1990. He
was also a Governor of the Hebrew University.
Despite his prominence in the Gaitskellite
wing of the Labour Party, he never received a
title. Baroness *Birk was his wife.

ODNB; JC (g July 2004).

BIRMINGHAM was settled by Jews in the
eighteenth century, possibly as early as George
I's reign. A congregation may have been
formed about 1720, since in 1842 the JC stated
that ‘our nation has had a congregation here
for upwards of 120 years’. The pioneer settlers
had probably been attracted to Birmingham
by its production of hardware and jewellery,
for they could peddle such items around the
neighbouring countryside during the week,
returning to town for the Sabbath. A burial
ground was acquired in about 1734. The town
directory of 1770 contains about ten Jewish
names. Mayer Oppenheim, a glassmaker who
had taken out a patent in London in 1755 for
the manufacture of red glass, set up in about
1760 the first known Birmingham glass-fur-
nace; failing in business in 1777 he later moved
to France. Lord George *Gordon was received
into Judaism in Birmingham, in 1787. The first
recorded synagogue stood in the Froggery,
not far from the present New Street Station.
In 1791 it was succeeded by one in Hurst Street
that was itself replaced about 1809 by one in
Severn Street. Like Nonconformist chapels it
was severely damaged by rioters in 1813, but
was rebuilt and enlarged in 1827. The Hebrew
Philanthropic Society was founded the fol-
lowing year. A school connected with the
synagogue, becoming known as the Hebrew
National School, was opened in 1840, and in
1843 the foundation stone of new premises

was laid by Sir Moses *Montefiore. From
about 1850 there was a breakaway congrega-
tion, which rejoined the parent body the year
the Singers Hill Synagogue opened; still in
operation, this synagogue, capable of seat-
ing 600 worshippers, was consecrated on 24
September 1856. There were then about 700
Jews in Birmingham. Many were in the jew-
ellery trade, and others were merchants or
manufacturers. Rabbi Isaiah Phillips served
the Birmingham congregation from 1785—
1835. He was followed by Rev. Dr M. *Raphall
(served 1841—9), Revs A. P. *Mendes (1851-38),
J. Rabinowitz (1858-60), A. F. *Ornstien (sic;
1860-3), and G. J. *Emanuel (1864-1912). In
1870 a Jewish Board of Guardians was set up,
on the London model. Later in the century
refugees from the Tsarist Empire created a
number of new communal societies includ-
ing a Chovevei Zion branch and a B’nai Zion
Association. Uncomfortable with the Anglo-
Jewish minhag at Singers Hill, the religious
among the newcomers formed their own
chevras, leading to the foundation of the
Central Synagogue and the New Synagogue.
During the late nineteenth century about 100
Jewish families resided in the fashionable
suburb of Edgbaston; in the interwar period
many more would move there, and to Moseley.
By 1900, owing largely to East European immi-
gration, Birmingham’s Jewish population was
about 4000. In 1926 the Hebrew Philanthropic
Society and the Board of Guardians became
the United Jewish Benevolent Society. In 1934
the Hebrew National School moved from the
Singers Hill complex in Ellis Street to St Luke’s
Road. Owing to immigration from Germany
a Liberal congregation was founded in 1935;
about 500 refugees from Nazism (perhaps as
many as 700) settled in the city. In 1937 the
Birmingham Jewish Representative Council
was established. During the war inner-city
Birmingham, including the district where
Jewish life thrived, was badly bombed, and
after the war increasing numbers of Jewish
families moved to the suburbs. The Hebrew
School relocated to Alcester Road, Moseley,
where it became the King David School. The
Central Synagogue moved in about 1962 from
Bristol Street, where it had been since 1928,
to Pershore Road. Its recent spiritual leaders
have been Rabbis M. Singer, Ch. Rapoport,
A. Hill, and S. M. Odze. The New Synagogue
moved to Park Road, Moseley, and in 1995
merged with the Singers Hill Synagogue.
Since Rev. Emanuel, the latter’s ministers have



included Rev. Dr A. *Cohen (served 1913—49);
Rev. Dr Ch. Pearl (served 1949—60); Rev. S.
Gold (served 1960—86); Rabbi Leonard Tann
(20 April 1945-12 November 2007), who served
1986 until his death and played an outstand-
ing part in interfaith relations in the city; and
Rabbi Y. Jacobs. A Lubavitch Centre stands in
Willows Road. The Liberal (now known as the
Progressive) Synagogue established itself in
Sheepcote Street, movingoutin December1ggs
to worship in a temporary venue while await-
ing a shift into brand new premises elsewhere
in 2008. Its first female rabbi, Dr Margaret
Jacobi, was appointed in 1994. A new Jewish
home for the elderly opened in 1993. But the
Jewish population in the late 1960s decreased
from an estimated 10,000 to 6000. The num-
ber of declared Jews by religion in the 2001
census was 2343, representing a lower per-
centage of Jews than in any other big English
city. Jewish lord mayors of Birmingham have
been Sir David *Davis (1922—3), Dr Louis Glass
(1963—4), Freda Mary Cocks OBE (1977-8),
Harold Charles Blumenthal (1988-9) and Sir
Bernard *Zissman (199o-1). In 1962 a commu-
nity was founded in Solihull, and acquired a
synagogueand cheder1977; Solihull’s declared
Jewish population in 2001 was 389.

Roth, Rise; M. Margoliouth, Jews of Great Britain,

3 (1851); Z. Josephs, Birmingham Jewry, 1749—1940
(1980); idem, Birmingham Jewry, Volume 2: More
Aspects, 1740—1930 (1984); idem, Survivors: Jewish
Refugees in Birmingham, 1933—45 (1988); Jolles; JYB;
online sources.

BIRNBAUM, SOLOMON ASHER (24
December 1891-1989), Hebrew paleographer
and Yiddish philologist. Born in Vienna,
son of eminent thinker Nathan Birnbaum
(1864-1937), he completed a systematic
grammar book of Yiddish, during his First
World War military service. Educated at the
universities of Vienna, Zurich, Berlin, and
Wiirzburg (PhD, 1921), he taught Yiddish at
the University of Hamburg from 1922-33,
his being the first such academic post in
the world. He then fled to Britain with his
Vienna-born, London-educated wife Irene (d.
1988), a noted translator. Two posts, which he
held concurrently, were created for him at the
University of London: teaching Hebrew palae-
ography and epigraphy and teaching Yiddish
and Eastern European Jewish Studies. He

Birney (né Birnbaum), Leo 95

retired in 1958 and in 1970 moved to Canada.
His many works include The Qumran (Dead Sea)
Scrolls and Paleology (1952), Hebrew Scripts (part
2, 19547, part 1, 1972), Specimens of Yiddish from
the Eighth Century Onward (1965), and Yiddish:
A Survey and Grammar (1979). Among works
he translated and edited was a selection of
essays by his father. One of his sons, Jacob
Birnbaum (1926-), played a seminal role in
the struggle for Soviet Jewry. Rabbi Jonathan
Guttentag (1959-), who has served succes-
sively the Southport Hebrew Congregation
and Greater Manchester’s Whitefield Hebrew
Congregation, is his grandson.

EJ; JC (4 Nov. 1988, 5 Jan. 1990).

BIRNBERG, BENEDICT MICHAEL (1930-),
solicitor and radical campaigner. He was born
in Stepney, the son of politically progressive
Cambridge-educated schoolteachers. His
father, mathematicianJonasBirnberg(d. 1970)
taught for nearly 4o years at Corfe Grammar
School, Blackheath, and at Goldsmith’s
College until his death; his mother Naomi
(d. 1988) was the sister of Norman de Mattos
*Bentwich. Froebel-trained, she set up a
school at her seaside home in Birchington,
Kent, attended by Jewish children includ-
ing refugees. Benedict Birnberg read his-
tory at Corpus Christi College, Cambridge,
practising as a solicitor in London from the
late 1950s, and was Senior Partner in B.M.
Birnberg & Co. until he retired in 1999. He
was known in particular for his activities on
behalf of wrongly convicted criminals, and
was instrumental in securing, in 1998, an offi-
cial pardon for Derek Bentley, who had been
wrongfully hanged in 1953. He was connected
with many other radical causes. He has been
associated with British Friends of Peace Now
regarding the Arab-Israel dispute.

JC (2 July 1954, 3 March 1961, 5 June 1970, 8 Jan.
1971, 23 Sept. 1988, 7 Aug. 1998, 14 Sept. 2001, 28
Sept. 2007), Cooper, Pride versus Prejudice; Guardian
(14 June 2007).

BIRNEY (né Birnbaum), LEO (9 February
1911—20 April 2008), viola player. Born in
Camden, London, the son of a violin maker,
he attended the Guildhall School of Music
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and changed his surname in 1947. He joined
Sir Thomas Beecham’s London Philharmonic
Orchestra in 1932 as its youngest founder
member, and became its principal viola
player; on its German tour he found himself
playing to Hitler, Goring, and Ribbentrop. He
subsequently joined the London Symphony
Orchestra, served with the Coldstream
Guards Band during the Second World War,
and played with many other orchestras over
the ensuing 4o years, going on many tours
abroad. On occasion he worked with non-
classical performers including Vera Lynn,
with whom he made 37 recordings. In 1967 he
played in the backing orchestra of The Beatles’
Hello, Goodbye recording, and arranged the
strings parts from Paul McCartney’s original
piano manuscript. He retired in 1986.

Daily Telegraph (5 May 2008).

BISCHOFFSHEIM, HENRI LOUIS (1829-11
March 1908), banker and philanthrop-
ist. Born in Amsterdam, the son of banker
Louis Raphael Bischoffsheim (1800-73),
he went to London in March 1849, join-
ing his father’s bank (Bischoffsheim and
Goldschmidt), then directed by his mater-
nal uncle, Salomon Hayim Goldschmidt
(later President of France’s Alliance Israélite
Universelle). His cousin Clara Bischoffsheim
married Baron Maurice *de Hirsch. In 1856 he
married Clarisse Biedermann (c1837-1922).
The Bischoffsheims’ close connections to
the Bamberger, Biedermann, Goldschmidt,
Hirsch, Langenbach, Rothschild, Stern, and
Worms families undoubtedly facilitated intel-
ligence of international conditions. After
considerable success at the bank Henry semi-
retired at the age of 45, leaving it to the capable
management of Ernest *Cassel, and largely
devoting his life to philanthropy. In 1889
he founded the Hospital Association Street
Ambulance Service. On his fiftieth wedding
anniversary he gave away £100,000, the bulk of
it to non-Jewish causes, mainly various London
hospitals and the Imperial Cancer Research
Association. He entertained from his London
townhouse in South Audley Street (where
he died) and from Manor House, Stanmore
(Where he became perhaps the first Jew to own
a golf course). His wife was a popular hostess,
and a noted philanthropist and social worker,
as were their two daughters, the Countess

of *Desart and Lady FitzGerald. One of the
wealthiest men of his time, he left £1,622,000.

M. Jolles, Jews and the Carlton Club, with Notes on
Benjamin Disraeli, Henri Louis Bischoffsheim and Saul
Isaac, M.P. (2002).

BISHOP AUCKLAND, town in county
Durham, where a Jewish congregation existed
in the early to mid-twentieth century. The
Bishop Auckland Synagogue, situated in John
Street, Eldon Lane, closed in 1952.

JCR-UK.

BITTOON, ISAAC (1778-February 1838),
boxer and fencing master. Known as ‘Old
Ikey’, he was of Sephardi parentage. Resident
in London, he was among the most prom-
inent of a number of Anglo-Jewish boxers
who fought bare-knuckled during the era
of Broughton’s Rules (1743-1838). He made
his recorded debut in the prize ring in 1801,
with a swift victory over his opponent on
Wimbledon Common, and won a reputation
for his cool head as well as his great strength.
In 1802 he went 76 rounds against an oppon-
ent, resulting in a draw. His pugilistic career
was comparatively short owing to his increas-
ing weight. His last notable encounter was in
1804 on Willesden Green against a London
coachman; it ended in the thirty-sixth round
with Bittoon declared the winner of the purse
of 50 guineas. Following his retirement from
the ring as a principal Bittoon appeared until
about 1812 as a second to other boxers, includ-
ing Samuel *Elias. He established a sparring
school and saloon in Whitechapel for instruc-
tion in ‘the noble art of self defence’; there
he taught boxing and, using single-stick and
broadsword, fencing. His name is sometimes
given as Bitton or Pittoon.

JE; JC (20 Aug. 1886); Albert M. Hyamson, The
Sephardim of England (1951, repr. 1991), 216-17;
Pierce Egan, Boxiana or Sketches of Ancient and Modern
Pugilism (1976).

BLACK, GERALD DAVID (GERRY) (g January
1928-), historian. Gerry Black was born in



Montreal but raised in London. Educated at
Ilford County High School and at the LSE, he
was called to the Bar by the Middle Temple in
1952 and practised as a solicitor in London
from 1958-72. He obtained a PhD from the
University of Leicester in 1987, with a disser-
tation on the medical care of the Jewish poor
in London. From 1998—2000 he was President
of the *Jewish Historical Society of England.
He has written a number of well-known
books on Anglo-Jewish history, such as his
biography of Samuel *Lewis entitled Lender to
the Lords, Giver to the Poor (1992), JFS: The History
of the Jews’ Free School (1997), and Living Up West:
Jewish Life in London’s West End (1994).

BLACK (né Tcherny), Sir MISHA (16 October
1910-11 August 1977), pioneer of industrial
design. A merchant’s son, he was born in Baku,
Russia. The family came to London in 1912,
and soon changed its surname from Tcherny to
Black. EducatedatschoolsinIslingtonandatthe
Central School of Arts and Crafts in London, he
began as a poster designer at the age of 17 and
was a partner in a design firm, Studio Z. From
1934 he was a member of the Industrial Design
Partnership, and quickly achieved lasting fame
as an original designer and architect. He was
Coordinating Designer for the British Pavilion
at the New York World’s Fair of 1939 and from
1940—5 was Principal Exhibition Architect
to the Ministry of Information. He designed
the Dome of Discovery at the 1951 Festival of
Britain, and later many of the tube stations on
the Victoria line and the Charles Clore Pavilion
at London Zoo. In 1946 he became a partner
of the Design Research Unit. From 1955-75 he
was Professor of Industrial Design at the Royal
College of Art. He was President of the British
Society of Industrial Artists (1954—6), and of the
International Council of Societies of Industrial
Design, 1959—61. He was knighted in 1972. The
philosopher Max Black (190g—88), who taught
at American universities after 1940, was his
brother.

ODNB; WWW; Avril Blake, Misha Black (1984); Jolles.

BLACK, STANLEY (14 June 1913—27 November
2002), bandleader and composer. Born in
Whitechapel, the son of a shoe dealer sur-
named Schwartz, he was educated at the JES
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and the Matthay School of Music. Early in
his career he played the piano in a cinema
showing silent films and in dance bands,
including Bert *Ambrose’s. Discharged from
war service in the RAF on health grounds,
he was from 1944-53 conductor of the BBC
Dance Orchestra, and in 1947 married tai-
lor’s daughter Edna Kerbel, who sang with
dance bands as Edna Kaye. He also became
Decca Record Company’s house conductor.
His signature tune was That Old Black Magic. A
versatile arranger, he wrote incidental music
for radio, Pathé newsreels, and television. He
composed scores for numerous films includ-
ing Summer Holiday (1962), for which he won
an Ivor Novello Award. From 1958—63 he was
Musical Director of the Associated British
Pictures Corporation, Elstree Studios. From
1968—9 he was Principal Conductor of the
BBC Northern Ireland Orchestra, and in 1977
was the first non-American invited to con-
duct the Boston Pops Orchestra. He received
many honours, including the OBE in 1986
and the Gold Award of the British Academy
of Songwriters, Composers and Authors in

1987.

ODNB; JC (28 Nov. 1958).

BLACKBURN, in Lancashire, was home to a
few Jews in the early nineteenth century, but
the organised community originated dur-
ing the 188os, most of the residents from
that time onwards following such familiar
Jewish occupations as tailoring, merchandis-
ing clothing or footwear, and general deal-
ing. In 1893, when there were over 20 Jewish
families in the town and several more in the
immediate vicinity, a synagogue was conse-
crated at premises in Paradise Lane. Rev. L.
Gallant was appointed minister, followed in
quick succession by the Revs. L. Muscat, H.
Cohen, S. Chassen, and Abraham Newman
(served 1898-1904). In 1898 a burial ground
was acquired. Emotions at the congregation’s
AGM in 1899 ran so high that a fight erupted,
resulting in 12 summonses for assault that
were subsequently withdrawn following
unwelcome publicity in the local press. The
secessionist New Hebrew Congregation
arose from that incident, but the rift was
healed in 19oo. However, in 1904 people who
had remained loyal to the original congre-
gation formed a breakaway congregation in
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Freckleton Street with its own minister, Rev.
A. Light. That schism lasted until 19o7. There
were then about 150 Jews in Blackburn. Rev.
Newman’s successor at Paradise Lane was
Rev. Eli Matthews, who served for five years.
Subsequent ministers included the Revs.
D. I. Devons, M. D. Hershman, A. Kraut, A.
Opolian, and E. Susman. The number of Jews
in Blackburn steadily declined and the syna-
gogue closed, apparently during the late
1950s; today no organised Jewish community
exists in Blackburn.

E. Conway, ‘Blackburn’, in Aubrey Newman, comp.,
Provincial Jewry in Victorian Britain (1975), reproduced
online by JCR-UK; JYB; Jolles.

BLACKMAN, MOSES (MORRIS) (6 December
1908—3 June 1983), physicist. The son of a
Cape Town rabbi, he was educated at Rhodes
University College, Grahamstown, obtained
his doctorate at Gottingen, and arrived in
London in 1933 with a Beit Fellowship at
Imperial College. A solid state physicist, pri-
marily concerned with the development of
lattice theory and its application to determine
such properties as specific heats, he served
(1940-1) on the British Committee on Atomic
Energy, and in May 1946 (with G. P. Thomson)
he filed the first provisional patent on the sub-
ject of controlled thermonuclear reactions.
He headed the electron diffraction research
group at Imperial College, where in 1959 he
was appointed to a personal chair in electron
physics. He was a pioneer of plasma physics in
connection with the possibilities of power gen-
eration by nuclear fusion. With N. D. Lisgarten
he established the existence of a novel crystal-
line form of ice. He was elected FRS in 1962,
and on his retirement in 1976 he researched the
origin of the magnetism of lodestones.

Biog. Mem. FRS, 33 (1987), 47—64; Times (10 June
1983); WW.

BLACKMAN, PHILIP (c1880-April 1963),
educationist, philologist, and grammarian.
Born in Friedrichstadt, Latvia, a tin worker’s
son, he moved to London’s East End with his
parents and trained as a teacher specialising
in science. For over 4o years he taught in LCC
schools. He published scientific papers in

relevantjournals, and was elected FCS. He was
also a Hebrew teacher, and for a time headed
the Myrdle Street, Whitechapel, classes of the
Jewish Religious Education Board. His books
included English Self-Taught (1919), English-
Hebrew Dictionary (1929), Beginner’s Hebrew Self-
Taught (1935), and Aesop’s Fables in Hebrew and
English (1938). His most important work, 27
years in the making, was his highly praised
seven-volume edition of the Mishna (1951-),
consisting of text, translation, introduction,
and indices. To enable its publication a group
of his friends, mostly members of Golders
Green Synagogue, formed a limited company
in 1946. The second edition was by the Judaica
Press, New York. He frequently contributed
letters to the JC on questions of philology and
Jewish law and ritual.

JC (12 April 1963).

BLACKPOOL and nearby Lytham St Anne’s
are home to what is now known as the
Blackpool and Fylde Jewish community.
The Blackpool congregation was founded in
1898. It held services from 1900 at premises
in Springfield Road, and in 1907 merged with
the rival Blackpool New Orthodox Hebrew
Congregation, formed in 1905. The present
synagogue, in Leamington Road, was con-
secrated in 1916. In recent decades ministers
have included Rabbis B. Rabinowitz and E. L.
Gastwirth, and Revs. J. G.Jacobs, A. Saunders,
and D. Braunold. The congregation of St
Anne’s has a synagogue in Orchard Street,
having previously worshipped at premises in
Park Road. Ministers have included Revs. L.
*Hardman and L. Book, and Rabbis R. Fisher,
M. Lew, and I. Broder. At the start of the twen-
ty-first century there were some 300 Jews in
Blackpooland 500in St Anne’s. The Blackpool
Reform Congregation, in Raikes Parade, was
founded in 1947. Originally a Liberal congre-
gation, it has been Reform since 1961.

JCR-UK; Jolles.

BLAIR, JOYCE (4 November 1932-19 August
2000), dancer and actress, and BLAIR,
LIONEL (12 December 1931-), dancer, chore-
ographer, television presenter, and actor.
Their father was a Russian-born hairdresser



who changed the family name from Ogus in
their youth. Born in Montreal with the fore-
names Henry Lionel, Lionel was taken in
infancy to London, where Joyce was born. The
pair took up show business professionally to
support their mother, widowed in 1944; their
first public performances together were in
London Underground station shelters dur-
ing the war. Joyce made her stage debut in
1945, and went on to appear in minor roles
in the original London productions of South
Pacific (1951) and Guys and Dolls (1953). She also
appeared in off-Broadway musicals. She and
Lionel first achieved prominence on British
television in the early 1960s, dancing together
in variety shows. In 1978, Joyce returned to
the West End stage in Bar Mitzvah Boy, and
in 1984 appeared in The Last Days of Pompeii.
She died in Santa Monica, California. Lionel
acted from 1944-7, before concentrating on
dance. He has appeared in numerous tele-
vision productions, including game shows,
drama series, and sitcoms. His film appear-
ances include The World of Suzie Wong (1960), A
Hard Day’s Night (1964), and Absolute Beginners
(1986). He has choreographed films including
Jazz Boat (1960) and The Magic Christian (1969).
He was a team captain on the long-running
television gameshow Give Us a Clue, presented
Name That Tune in the 1980s, and more recently
has appeared in a touring production called
Strictly Ballroom Dancing and The Mint. Joyce’s
daughter, Deborah Sheridan-Taylor, is an
actress who appeared in EastEnders.

Online sources.

BLAKE (née Dum), NAOMI (1924-), sculptor.
Born in Munkas, now in the Czech Republic,
she is an Auschwitz survivor. Following lib-
eration she went to Palestine, joined the
Haganah, and as Naomi Ben-Shalom served
in the Israeli army. She moved to London in
1952, the year she married City banker Asher
Blake (3 February 1918—May 2003). She stud-
ied at the Hornsey School of Art (1955-8) and
was principally a portrait sculptor before
turning to abstract and monumental pieces.
One of her first such commissions was for
two items in the foyer of a block of flats in
Regent’s Park. She began exhibiting in 1962
and was duly elected FRBS. Her work, widely
displayed in galleries in Britain and overseas,
is represented in many major venues.
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JC (3 Dec. 1965, 11 Oct. 1991, 8 July 1994); A.
Windsor, ed., British Sculptors of the Twentieth Century
(2003).

BLAND (née Romanzini), MARIA THERESA
(r769-15 January 1838), mezzo-soprano and
actress. Born in Italy to Jewish parents with
whom she moved to London in infancy, she
made her stage debut at the age of four. Her
operatic career began with acclaim in 1786 at
Drury Lane, swiftly bringing her leading roles.
Although of limited power, her singing voice
possessed remarkable sweetness, and she was
known for her fine renditions of English bal-
lads. In 1790 she married a non-Jewish actor,
George Bland (d. 1807), the brother of actress
Dorothea Jordan, mistress of the future
William IV. She and George, who eventually
parted, had two sons, James Bland (1798-1861),
an operatic bass, and Charles Bland (1802—
c1834), an operatic tenor. She also had several
illegitimate children. She retired in 1822 owing
to mental illness, living until her death upon
funds donated at a benefit performance staged
for her at Drury Lane in 1824 and managed on
her behalf by Lord Egremont. She was buried
in St Margaret’s, Westminster.

ODNB; EJ; ‘Memoirs of Mrs. Bland’, Oxberry’s Dramatic
Biography, 1 (1825).

BLANK, Sir [MAURICE] VICTOR (9 Novem-
ber 1942-), solicitor and businessman.
Educated at Stockport Grammar School and
at St Catherine’s College, Oxford, he was
admitted a solicitor in 1966 and, in 1969,
became a partner in the law firm of Clifford-
Turner. From 1981 he was Head of Corporate
Finance at the Charterhouse Bank, which
he served as Chief Executive (1985-96) and
Chairman (1985—97). A director (from 1993),
Deputy Chairman (1996—2000) and Chairman
(from 2000) of GUS (formerly Great Universal
Stores) PLC, he was also Chairman of the
Mirror Group PLC in 1998—9 and Chairman
of Trinity Mirror PLC from 1999—2006. He is
best known for serving as Chairman of Lloyds
TSB from 2006-10; his controversial resig-
nation received much media publicity. He is
Chairman of WellBeing, a charity associated
with the Royal College of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists, and a governor of Tel Aviv
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University. He has written on law and was
knighted in 1999.

WW; online sources.

BLASCHKO, HUGO (4 January 190o-18 April

1993), biochemical pharmacologist. Born
Hermann Karl Felix Blaschko in Berlin,
the son of a noted dermatologist, he stud-
ied medicine in Berlin and Freiburg. He
practised in Gottingen and afterwards in
Heidelberg. In 1929—30 he researched with
A. V. Hill at UCL, and having returned to
Germany left again for England in 1933,
aided by the Academic Assistance Council.
He researched at the universities of
Cambridge (from 1934) and Oxford (from
1944). He was elected FRS (1962), received
many honours including the Wellcome Gold
Medal, and was a Fellow of Linacre College
Oxford, which he helped to found. He was
a first cousin of H. F. *Jolowicz; other rela-
tives include Nobel laureate Konrad Bloch
and Professors Werner E. *Mosse, George
Mosse, Wolfgang Panofsky, and Hilde
*Himmelweit.

ODNB; WWW; Biog. Mem. FRS, 42 (1996).

BLATTNER, LUDWIG (d. October 1935),
inventor of a sound recording system. Also
known as Louis Blattner, he was born in
Germany and was never naturalised British.
Involved in the entertainment industry in
Liverpool before the First World War, about
1920 he went to Manchester, where he man-
aged a circuit of small cinemas. He took
over the lease of the Gaiety Theatre, turning
it into the city’s first super-cinema, bought
the film rights to Leon Feuchtwanger’s Jew
Siiss, and developed a sound recording sys-
tem, the Blattnerphone. Useful for rehears-
als, it also enabled the BBC to transmit
sound recordings around the Empire. By
1929 he used a system that provided sound
simultaneously with the new Blattner
Keller-Dorian colour attachments fitted to
the cameras. In London in 1928 he formed
the Ludwig Blattner Picture Corporation
Ltd (British Phototone Sound Productions),
and acquired premises at Borehamwood.

There the company produced its first film,
A Knight in London (1929), but the company
went into voluntary liquidation in 1933, and
in 1935 Blattner committed suicide. The stu-
dios were taken over by American producer
Joe Rock, who made Blattner’s son Gerard
(Gerry) manager.

Times (31 Oct. 1935, 1 Nov. 1935).

BLAUSTEN (née Cinnamon), NORMA
MARION (6 June 1925—24 January 2000), local
politician and communal leader. Born in
Hackney, the daughter of a furniture dealer,
she became a Conservative Party activist in
the Hendon South constituency. She was
the first female chairman of the Hampstead
Garden Suburb Conservative Association,
and was Constituency Chairman, 1978-81. A
founder member of the Barnet Community
Relations Council, she was for many
years Vice-President of the Anglo-Asian
Conservative Society, and helped many Asian
refugees from Uganda to learn English. A
governor of three Barnet schools and a coun-
cil member and governor of Clifton College,
she was active in the Jewish Welfare Board
(now Jewish Care).

JC (10 March 2000).

BLECH, HARRY (June 19og—9 May 1999),
violinist and conductor. Born Hirsch Blech
in London’s East End, the son of a provisions
merchant and commercial traveller, he stud-
ied at Trinity College, London, and the Royal
Manchester College of Music. He was first
violinist in the Hallé Orchestra, joined the
BBC Symphony Orchestra, and formed the
Blech Quartet, which gave first performances
of several works and played at wartime cham-
ber music concerts in the National Gallery.
In the 1940s he formed other groups of play-
ers, and in 1949 founded the Haydn-Mozart
Society (1949). He conducted the London
Philharmonic, the Royal Philharmonic, the
Philharmonic, and for 35 years the London
Mozart Players. He recorded extensively, was
elected FRSA, and appointed CBE in 1984. His
birth date often appears as 2 March 1910, the
date his father gave in order not to appear to



have broken the law when he tardily regis-
tered it.

ODNB; Musical Times, 140 (Autumn 1999), 8; R.
Holmes, Conductors on Record (1982); N. Slonimsky,
The Concise Baker’s Biographical Dictionary of Musicians
(1988); Times (11 May 1999).

BLEICHROEDER, RUDOLF PAUL JULIUS
(o March 1914-5 February 2000), merchant
banker. Berlin-born, he was the son of an emi-
nent physician and grandson of Bismarck’s
famous banker Gerson von Bleichroeder.
Having chosen merchant banking as his
own career, Rudolf was in Portugal in 1938
when his father telephoned advising him not
to return to Germany, and soon afterwards
the family’s assets were seized by the Nazis.
Rudolf fled to England with just over £50 in
his pocket, and obtained a position with the
merchant bank Samuel Montagu and Co., ini-
tially to check settlements in the booming sil-
ver market. From 1974-84 he was its Deputy
Chairman.

JC (z0 March 2000).

BLES, DAVID SAMUEL (c1834-14 October
1899), merchant and communal leader. Born
in The Hague, he was the son of Samuel David
Bles (c1797-17January1873), who established
the firm of S.D. Bles & Co., merchants and
shippers, in Manchester. It dealt extensively
in the Dutch trade, and he was Vice-Consul
for the Netherlands. He was President of the
Manchester Board of Guardians, Manager of
the Manchester Jews’ Free School, and one
of the founders of the Manchester Reform
Synagogue. He served as a JP for Manchester
and died during a visit to Vienna, leaving
£107,000 in England. His brother and fellow
businessman Abraham Jeremiah Samuel
Bles (c1838—5 December 1909), Treasurer of
the Manchester Jewish Board of Guardians
and Vice-Chairman of Manchester Reform
Club, was Dutch Consul in Manchester, leav-
ing £112,000, including legacies to Jewish
charities; Edward *Bles was his son.

JC (24 Jan. 1873, 20 Oct. 1899, 18 Feb. 1910); JE;
Williams, Manchester Jewry.
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BLES, EDWARD JEREMIAH (1864-3 May
19206), zoologist. Born Jeremiah Edward Bles
in Salford, the nephew of D. S. *Bles, he was
educated at a school in Hanover and at Owens
College, Manchester. He was Secretary of the
Manchester Microscopical Society. In 1890 he
graduated BSc at the University of London.
Appointed Junior Demonstrator in Zoology
at Owens College in 1892, he also directed
(1893—4) the Marine Biological Association
station at Plymouth. He proceeded to King’s
College, Cambridge (BA 1898, MA 1907), and
afterwards undertook important studies
in his field. He was elected FRSE (1904) and
received a DSc from the University of London.
He left to the University of Cambridge his sci-
entific apparatus and funds for two proposed
professorships, one in biophysics, the other
in embryology.

JC (10 Dec. 1909); Times (2 June 1926); Int. ]. Dev.
Biol., 44 (2000), 43—50; Nature (17 July 1926); Alumni
Cantab.

BLIND (née Cohen), MATHILDE (1841-No-
vember 1896), feminist and writer. Some of
her poems appeared under the pseudonym
Claude Lake. Born in Mannheim, the daugh-
ter of a Jewish banker, she later took the sur-
name of her stepfather, the German radical
Karl Blind (1826-1907), and was brought up
in London following the failure of Germany’s
1848 revolution. Largely self-taught, she con-
tributed essays on a range of topics to liter-
ary and intellectual periodicals. Her books
included anthologies of poetry; translations;
studies of Shakespeare, Byron and Shelley; a
denunciation of the Highland Clearances; a
life of Madame Roland; and a novel. Her most
notable works were arguably a biography of
George Eliot (1883, reprinted 2000) and The
Ascent of Man (1889), a poetic epic based on
Darwin’s theory of evolution. Her brother,
Ferdinand Blind-Cohen, made an attempt on
Bismarck’s life in 1866 and committed suicide
the following day.

ODNB; JC (4 Dec. 1896).

BLOCH, ALFRED (c1904-11 May 1979), engi-
neer. Born in Weiden, Bavaria, he studied at
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the Munich Technical University, obtained a
doctorate in engineering there, and lectured
in applied mechanics (1929—33). Working
on the German state railways at Munich, he
invented an advanced railway signalling sys-
tem. On leaving Nazi Germany he went to
Dublin (MSc, 1935), and invented a surface
resistance strain gauge. From 1936—64 he was
senior physicist at GEC, Wembley, and in 1966
was appointed Associate Reader in Electrical
Engineering at Brunel University, from which
he received an honorary doctorate in 1977. A
specialist in the measurement of mechani-
cal stresses at high speed vibration, he was
FInstP, CEng, FIEE, and FIMechE. He sup-
ported academic Jewish charities.

JC (25 May 1979): Longman’s Who's Who of British
Scientists 1969/70; R. Clayton and J. Algar, The GEC
Research Laboratories 1919—1984 (1989).

BLOCH, MARTIN (16 November 1883-19
June 1954), landscape painter. Born in
Neisse, Upper Silesia, thesonatextile factory
owner, he became a leading Expressionist
and art teacher. In 1934 he fled to Denmark
and thence to London, where he opened
the School of Contemporary Painting and
Drawing, which he ran until 1939. In 1940
he was interned as a so-called ‘enemy alien’
at Huyton, Lancashire, and on the Isle of
Man. Released in 1941, he obtained clear-
ance from the Ministry of Information to
depict war damage in London, and was
naturalised in 1947. From 1943 he shared a
studio with Josef *Herman. A guest teacher
at Camberwell School of Arts and Crafts
from 1949 until his death, he also taught
privately. His work featured in the 1951
Festival of Britain. He was an active member
of the *Ben Uri Gallery, of which he became
Secretary. Retrospectives were held in 1957
by the Arts Council and in 1984 at the South
London Art Gallery. His work is represented
in major collections.

ODNB; EJ; JC (2 July 1954); Ben Uri Story.

BLOCH, Sir MAURICE (1882-19 February
1964), distiller, philanthropist, and com-
munal leader. The first Scottish Jew to
be knighted, he was born Moses Bloch in

Dundee, the son of a Russian-born pic-
ture dealer and general merchant. Educated
locally at Harris Academy, he was active in
Dundee’s Jewish community before moving
in 1910 to Glasgow. He became head of Bloch
Brothers of Glasgow, a successful whisky dis-
tillers and exporting firm. Scapa Distillery in
the Orkneys was part of his business empire.
One of the most generous Scottish philan-
thropists of his time, he is said to have given
away over £400,000. Beneficiaries included
*Jews’ College, the HUJ, the University of
Glasgow, and the Royal Faculty of Physicians
and Surgeons of Glasgow. He was President
and Treasurer of the Glasgow Jewish Board
of Guardians and Hon. Life President of the
Glasgow Yeshivah, and was active in numer-
ous other local Jewish organisations. A
Conservative, knighted in 1937 ‘for political
and social services’, he unsuccessfully con-
tested parliamentary seats three times. He
gave up his £5,000,000 distillery business in
1954 in order to concentrate ever more closely
on Jewish communal affairs. He represented
Scotland on the Chief Rabbinate Council and
was for some time a member of the *Board of
Deputies. He was a JP for 28 years until after
the findings of the 1948 Lynskey Tribunal into
the official conduct of some ministers of the
Crown, to which, although firmly denying
corruption, he admitted indiscretion in his
dealings with the Board of Trade. A bachelor,
he left £2,044,000, an enormous sum at the
time.

JC (28 Feb., 11 Dec. 1964); WWW; Jolles.

BLOK, ARTHUR (19 March 1882-14 October
1974), electrical engineer, patent examiner,
and malacologist, and BLOK (née de Sola
Pool), BUENA SARAH (c1882—26 June 1949),
scientist. Born in Hornsey, north London,
the son of a Dutch-born physician, he was
educated at Owen’s School and UCL, gradu-
ating BSc (Eng.). He participated in early
experiments in radio transmission, and was
involved in sending the first transatlan-
tic message (Cornwall to Newfoundland,
1901). He published The Elementary Principles
of Hlumination and Artificial Lighting (1914).
From 1907—42 he worked in the Patent Office,
becoming Chief Examiner. An active Zionist,
he helped to establish the Haifa Technion
in 1924-5, serving as its inaugural Director



and appointing its first academic staff. In
England he also served as President of the
B’nai Brith First Lodge and was a member of
the council of *Jews’ College. Appointed OBE
in 1945, he also built up a major collection
of mollusc shells and a library of thousands
of book on this topic, which he left to the
HU]J. In 1907 he married his relative Buena,
the daughter of a woollen drapery merchant.
She graduated BSc at UCL, where in 1900
she received a gold medal in chemistry. In
1905 her ‘Note on a suggested new source
of aluminium’ was published by the Faraday
Society, and in 1906, with the appearance
of her co-authored ‘The Vapour Pressure
in Equilibrium with Substances Holding
Varying Amounts of Moisture’, she became
probably the second woman (Hertha *Ayrton
was the first) to have a paper published by the
Royal Society. In 1908 she and Rose Mabel
Lindo Henry (née Halford) became the first
two women co-opted onto the Spanish and
Portuguese Board of Guardians. She lec-
tured on scientific, literary, and Jewish top-
ics. Geoffrey David Maurice Block OBE MA
FIL (18 February 1gi4—May 1991), author of
The Wings of Warfare (1945) and an employee of
the Conservative Research Department, was
their son.

EJ; Berger, The Jewish Victorian 1871-1880; JC (2 Feb.
1906, 28 June 1907, 29 July 1938, 6 Oct. 1939, 1 July
1949, 25 Oct., 8 Nov. 1974); Journal of Conchology,
29 (1974-5), 67-8; A. Blok, ‘The Third Fleming
Memorial Lecture’, Journal of the Television Society,
4 (1948), 219; Transactions of the Faraday Society,

1 (1905), 26—8; Proceedings of the Royal Society of
London (March 1906), 292-314.

BLOM-COOPER, Sir LOUIS JACQUES (27
March 1926-), barrister and legal reformer.
One of the best-known advocates of law
reform, he was born in London and edu-
cated at Seaford College, Sussex, at KCL, and
at Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge. He was
an army captain during the war, and in 1952
was called to the Bar by Middle Temple (QC,
1970; Bencher, 1978; Reader, 1998). A Judge of
the Court of Appeals in Jersey and Guernsey
(1989—96), he was Chairman of the Mental
Health Act Commission (1987-94), and
Chairman of the Independent Commission
for Holding Centres in Northern Ireland
(1993—2000). He was Chairman of the Howard
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League for Penal Reform (1973-84) and of
the Press Council (1989—90), and National
Chairman, Victim Support (1994—7). Knighted
in 1992, he has been a member of many com-
mittees of enquiry into law reform and has
written extensively on law reform and on fam-
ous criminal cases.

JC (17 June 1966, g June 1967, 20 Jan. 1989); WW;
Debrett’s People of Today; Jolles.

BLOND, NEVILLE (11 February 1896—4
August 1970), businessman, trade advisor,
and philanthropist, and BLOND, ANTHONY
(20 March 1928—28 February 2008), publisher.
Born in Hull and brought up in Manchester,
where his father and uncle ran a textile busi-
ness, Neville was educated at Manchester
Grammar School and in Switzerland.
During the First World War he attained the
rank of major in the Horse Guards, and was
twice mentioned in despatches. Afterwards
he joined his family’s firm and eventually
became Chairman of Emu Wool Industries.
In 1936 he began his long-term presidency
of the Sydney Frankenburg branch of the
British Legion, and during the Second World
War served first as a wing commander in the
RAF and then in the Ministry of Production.
In 1948—9 he was UK trade advisor in the
USA. Later, until 1951, he was an advisor on
North American exports to Britain’s Board
of Trade; he was also Special Trade Advisor
to the Canadian High Commissioner. He was
appointed OBE in 1945 and CMG in 1950. From
its foundation in 1956 he was Chairman of the
English Stage Company. He and his second
wife, Elaine Blond (née Marks; 1902-85),
whom he married in 1944, were benefactors
of Queen Victoria Hospital, East Grinstead,
Sussex, and in 1963 donated £150,000 for the
creation of an attached centre for the treat-
ment of burns victims. In 1969 he was cre-
ated an Hon. Fellow of the Royal College of
Surgeons. He supported a number of Zionist
initiatives, principally those connected with
the Federation of Women Zionists, of which
Elaine was President for the last 16 years of
her life. Manchester-born, the daughter of
the founder of Marks and Spencer, she was
educated at the local girls’ high school, and,
reluctantly, at a London domestic science col-
lege. By her first husband she was the mother
of Dame Simone *Prendergast. Anthony



104  Bloom, Arnold

Blond, born in Sale, Cheshire, and educated
at Eton and Oxford, was Neville Blond’s son
by his first wife, Eileen Reba, sister of Baron
*Nahum. Anthony, who was involved in the
foundation of the satirical magazine Private
Eye, set up his own publishing business in
1952, and had an eclectic authors’ list that
included Tom *Stoppard and other house-
hold names. He went bankrupt in 1988. He
unsuccessfully stood for Parliament as a
Labour candidate in 1964. Long alienated
from Judaism, he rediscovered it later in life,
but was anti-Zionist. He was a flamboyant
character whose autobiography, A Jew Made in
England, appeared in 2004.

JC (14 Aug. 1970, 22 Nov. 1985, 7 March 2008);
WWW; Times (1 March 2008).

BLOOM, ARNOLD (c1854—22 December 1910),

local politician and communal leader. Born
in Germany, he became a businessman in
Birkenhead, was President of the Argyle
Conservative Club, and was elected Mayor
of Birkenhead in 1907. He was President of
the Birkenhead branch of the AJA, of the
Birkenhead Hebrew Congregation, and later
of Liverpool’'s New Hebrew Congregation.
During the 1940s his nephews Ernest and
Marcus Bloom served as Mayors of West
Hartlepool.

JC (15 Nov. 1907, 30 Dec. 1910).

BLOOM, CLAIRE (15 February 1931-), actress.
Born Patricia Claire Blume in Finchley,
London, the daughter of a businessman, she
trained at the Guildhall School of Music and
Drama and the Central School of Speech and
Drama. She made her stage debut in 1946 and
became known for her sensitive portrayals
of Shakespearean heroines. Cast by Charlie
Chaplin as the suicidal ballerina in the film
Limelight (1950), she swiftly achieved stardom
on both stage and screen, and has also acted
on television. Her stage work includes leads
in A Doll's House (plus the film version, 1973)
and A Streetcar Named Desire; in 1998 she per-
formed in her own one-woman show, Enter
the Actress. Her films include Richard IIT (1955),
The Spy Who Came in from the Cold (1965), Charly
(1968), Crimes and Misdemeanours (1989), and

Mighty Aphrodite (1995). She has written two
volumes of memoirs: Limelight and After (1982)
and Leaving a Doll’s House (1996). She married
three famous Americans: actor Rod Steiger,
producer Hillard Elkins, and novelist Philip
Roth.

JC (25 June 1982, 7 March 1997); online sources.

BLOOM, JOHN (1931-), businessman. The
son of a Polish-born tailor and a mother of
Sephardi background, he was born in the East
End into an Orthodox home. He attended
Hackney Downs School, leaving at 16. During
the late 1940s he served in the RAF, and, in
competition with existing firms, began a bus
transport business for airmen on leave. In
the 1950s he sold washing machines door-to-
door, and began a company that sold Dutch
‘Spartan’ washing machines for much less
than the cost of High Street brands. In 1958 he
took over Rolls-Razor and made thousands
of those machines, and, in 1962, bought the
Colston Company. His firm, Rolls-Colston,
expanded into selling electrical goods, ren-
tal televisions, and foreign holidays, always
undercutting the existing retailers by mass
marketing and low overheads. As a result, he
became a millionaire, living a luxurious nou-
veau-riche lifestyle. His teenage mistress was
shot and killed by her husband, who in 1963
was jailed for manslaughter. Bloom’s anti-es-
tablishment agenda won him many admirers.
Nevertheless, his firm soon ran into trading
difficulties. Shares in it were suspended in
July 1964, and it ceased trading. As one of the
visible business failures of'its time it received
enormous publicity. Bloom was declared
legally bankrupt in 1969. In the 1970s he was
engaged in the hotel and restaurant business
in Los Angeles and currently lives in Spain.
He wrote an autobiography, It’s No Sin to Make
a Profit (1971).

Online sources.

BLOOM, SOLOMON (SIDNEY) (1 January
I921-1 June 2003), restaurateur. Solomon
Bloom, known as Sidney, was born in Brick
Lane, Spitalfields, the son of Morris Bloom (d.
1951), a Lithuanian immigrant who opened in
the East End a kosher salt beef shop that later



included a snack bar and a meat products fac-
tory. Educated at Raine’s Grammar School to
the age of 16, Sidney worked in a munitions
factory during the Second World War. In 1952
he opened M. Bloom (Kosher) & Son Ltd.,
named in honour ofhis father, on Whitechapel
High Street. Remarkably, at a time when the
East End was being deserted by its former
Jewish residents, Bloom’s became the most
famous restaurant in Britain — if not in the
world — serving East European kosher food;
its popularity was perhaps precisely because
it was a nostalgic symbol of a vanishing era.
Diners included Princess Margaret, Golda
Meir, Charlie Chaplin, and Frank Sinatra. It
was renowned for the enormous portions it
served and for the brusqueness of its waiters
who, uniquely, were independent contractors
rather than hired employees and thus had
a direct interest in seeing that as many cus-
tomers came and went as quickly as possible.
Bloom opened a branch in Golders Green in
1965, which remains popular. He retired in
1985, and the East End branch closed in 1996.
Involved in many Jewish charities, he is prob-
ably the only proprietor of a kosher restaur-
ant with an entry in the Oxford Dictionary of
National Biography.

ODNB; JC (27 June 2003).

BLOOMFIELD, JACK (20 November 1899—
June 1961), boxer. Born in Islington to a family
surnamed Blumenfeld, and maternal uncle to
Mike and Bernie *Winters, he fought profes-
sionally in the 1920s as a middleweight and
light-heavyweight. In 1921 he was defeated
by Ted (‘Kid’) *Lewis for the British middle-
weight title in a 20-round match. Increasing
in weight, Bloomfield in 1922 knocked out
Harry Drake to win the British light-heavy-
weight title. In 1923 he became light-heav-
yweight champion of the British Empire by
knocking out Horace ‘Soldier’ Jones. The fol-
lowing year he was knocked out by American
Tommy Gibbons in the first ever boxing event
at Wembley Stadium. Following his retire-
ment he became, during the 1930s, a West
End publican, as well as refereeing matches
and running a training camp for boxers, a
gymnasium, and boxing and theatrical agen-
cies. He worked tirelessly for Jewish and non-
Jewish charities. His brother Joe Bloomfield
(zgoo—July 1963) was also a boxer.
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Times (3 June 1961); JC (9 June 1961); online sources.

BLOW, SANDRA (14 September 1925-22
August 2002), artist. Born into a family of
East End fruit traders originally surnamed
Lichtblau, she studied at St Martin’s School of
Art (1941-6) and at the Royal Academy Schools
(1946—). Originally a figurative artist, having
studied at the Academy of Fine Arts in Rome
(1947-8) and travelled in France and Spain,
she turned to abstract forms. From 1960-75
she taught at the Royal College of Art, and
was appointed an Hon. Fellow in 198s5. She
subsequently lived and worked in Cornwall.
Her work sold to museums and public areas
sufficiently spacious to accommodate huge
compositions.

JC (27 Oct. 2006).

BLOWITZ, HENRI GEORGES STEPHAN
ADOLPHE OPPER DE (28 December 1825-18
January 1903), journalist. Born in Blovice
(Blowitz), Bohemia, the son of a tradesman,
he taught German in France, abandoned
Judaism, married a wealthy Roman Catholic
widow, and added his birthplace to his sur-
name. In 1866 he became a journalist, and
covered the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-1 as
Assistant Paris Correspondent for The Times,
becoming Chief Paris Correspondent in 1873.
Chronicling even the most mundane of occur-
rences in dramatic style, prone to blur fact
and fiction, and often crediting himself with
directing the course of momentous events, he
proved popular with readers but his influence
waned with the death in 1889 of the paper’s
admiring Manager. However, Blowitz clung
to his post until his retirement in 1902, having
proved an ardent Dreyfusard and Anglophile.
He wrote an entertaining, if at times improb-
able, account of his life and career.

ODNB; E. Giles, A Prince of Journalists: The Life and
Times of de Blowitz (1962); H. G. S. de Blowitz, My
Memoirs (1903).

BLUE, LIONEL (6 February 1930-), Progres-
sive rabbi and broadcaster. Born in London,
he became one of the first two ordinands of
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*Leo Baeck College. He served as minister
to the Settlement Synagogue and Middlesex
New Synagogue (1960-3), and then left con-
gregational life to be the WUP)’s Religious
Director. From 1972—88 he was Convener of
the Beth Din of the Reform Synagogues of
Great Britain. During that period he achieved
national fame for his religious broadcasts
on radio and television, combining religious
insights with humorous and homely anec-
dotes. A founder of the Standing Conference
ofJews, Christians and Muslims in Europe, he
won (1993) the Templeton Prize for inter-faith
work, and in 1994 was appointed OBE. His
numerous books include To Heaven with Scribes
and Pharisees (1975). With Jonathan *Magonet
he edited a complete series of prayer books for
the Reform movement.

L. Blue, My Affair with Christianity (1998).

BLUMBERG, BARUCH SAMUEL (28 July
1925-), physician and Nobel laureate. Born
in New York, the son of a lawyer, he received
his elementary education at a Jewish school in
Flatbush and his secondary at Far Rockaway
High School. Following war service in the
US Navy he graduated from Union College,
upstate New York, and qualified in medicine
at Columbia University. In 1957 he obtained a
doctorate at the University of Oxford for his
work on the biochemistry of hyaluronic acid.
His later discovery of an antigen that detected
hepatitis B infection and his work leading
to the development of a hepatitis B vaccine
were of immense importance. He shared
the Nobel Prize for Medicine and Physiology
in 1976 and was Master of Balliol College,
Oxford, 1989—94. His daughter married Mark
Thompson, Director-General of the BBC.

JC (1 July 1988, 4 Jan. 1991, 24 June 2003, 12 May
20006); online sources.

BLUME (née Braverman), Dame HILARY
SHARON (g January 1945-), charities advisor.
London-born, she was educated at the Stand
Grammar School in Greater Manchester,
the LSE (BSc Econ), and the University of
Sussex, where her MPhil thesis was a study
of antisemitic groups in Britain between
the wars. Having worked as a fundraiser

for, successively, War on Want and Shelter
Housing Aid Centre, she founded (1979)
the Charity Trading Advisory Group, now
the Charities Advisory Trust, which began
the trend towards charity Christmas cards
and initiated the project Peace Oil. She was
elected FRSA in 2002 and appointed DBE in
2008. Her second husband, Michael Norton
OBE (c1942-), London-born of Indian Jewish
heritage and educated at Charterhouse and
at King’s College, Cambridge where he read
Natural Sciences, is also a social activist
and charity fundraising expert. The son of a
former Chairman of the RSGB, he founded
the Directory of Social Change in 1975; his
publications include 365 Ways to Change the
World (st ed. 2005).

JC (12 Dec. 2003, 24 Dec. 2004, 2 Dec. 2005, 14 Dec.
2007); Guardian (8 Dec. 2004); online sources.

BLUMENFELD, RALPH DAVID (7 April
1864-17 July 1948), newspaper editor. Born in
Watertown, Wisconsin, the son of a former
academic from Nuremburg who founded
and edited one of the first German-language
newspapers in the American Mid-West, he fol-
lowed his father into journalism. Disgruntled
with his bosses at the New York Herald during
the 189os, he resigned while a special cor-
respondent in London, settling there and
becoming naturalised in 1907. After several
years as a linotype machine salesman he was
appointed News Editor of the Daily Mail, and in
1902 joined the Daily Express, of which he was
Editor-in-Chief (1924—32). He committed the
paper to the support of Joseph Chamberlain’s
policy of tariff reform. He also modernised
its format, introducing a new typeface and
American-style banner headlines, and put-
ting news rather than small advertisements
on the front page. A close friend of Stanley
Baldwin despite the latter’s differences
with Express proprietor Lord Beaverbrook,
Blumenfeld declined a knighthood for ser-
vices to the Conservative Party. He served as
President of the Institute of Journalists (1928),
Master of the Company of Newspaper Makers
(1931-3), and Deputy Master of the Worshipful
Company of Stationers and Newspaper
Makers (1931-5). He authored The Pick Axe Club
(1883), Exiled in England (1896), R.D.B.’s Diary,
1887-1914 (1930), What Is a Journalist? (1930), All
in a Lifetime (1931), The Press in My Time (1933),



R.D.B.’s Procession (1935), and Home Town (1944).
Sir John *Elliot was his son.

ODNB.

BLUMENFELD, SIMON (25 November 1907—3
April 2005), author and journalist. Born to
immigrant parents in Whitechapel, he began
work at 14 as a cutter and presser in a tailor-
ing sweatshop, and later sold dress fabric
from a market stall. He turned to journal-
ism and authorship, contributing to Victor
*Gollancz’s Left Review and writing plays for
the left-wing Workers’ Theatre, precursor to
the Unity Theatre. With Willy *Goldman and
the *Litvinoff brothers he formed an East End
literary group. His first book Jew Boy (1935)
took a semi-autobiographical look at the area’s
deprivation and squalor. Phineas Kahn: Portrait of
anImmigrant (1937) was republished in 1988 with
an introduction by Steven *Berkoff. During the
Second World War Blumenfeld served in the
army, latterly as a scriptwriter in an entertain-
ment unit. Afterwards he became a show busi-
ness journalist as well as writing on boxing for
the Weekly Sporting Review. He collaborated with
Bernard *Mendelovitch and Harry *Ariel on
scripts for the Yiddish acting troupe based at
the Grand Palais, his drama The Promised Land
(1960) being the last Yiddish play profession-
ally staged in Europe. In 1987 his play The Battle
of Cable Street was performed at the Edinburgh
Festival. He wrote western novels under the
nom-de-plume Huck Messer (Yiddish for ‘carv-
ing knife’) and also used the pen names Peter
Simon and C. V. Curtis. As Sidney Vauncez (the
latter word, Yiddish for moustache, beinga trib-
ute to his fine handlebar specimen) he wrote a
weekly column for The Stage magazine, of which
he became Light Entertainment Editor in 1962.
In 2004 he entered the Guinness Book of Records
as the world’s oldest columnist. At the time of
his death he had two books in progress. He was
the maternal grandfather of award-winning
comedy writer Shani Solomons (1964-), whose
debut novel All Things Bright and Beautiful was
published in 2008.

JC (20 May 2005, 27 March 2009).

BLUMENSON, LEON (19o5—go), actor and
singer, and KARALOVA, MIRIAM (1902—20
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February 1995), actress and entertainer. Born
in Warsaw to strictly religious parents who dis-
approved of his stage ambitions, Leon moved
in his teens to Argentina. There his splendid
tenor voice and striking good looks imme-
diately brought him work in cabaret. This
quickly led to him playing the juvenile lead in
Yiddish operettas. In 1933 he formed a stage
partnership with Miriam Karalova, whom he
met while she was performing in Argentina,
and whom he married. Born in Russia to a
family that ran a travelling circus, Miriam had
originally been a circus performer and then,
being gifted with a pleasing soprano voice,
a player in operettas. In partnership with a
musical clown she had toured continental
music halls, and during the 1920s appeared at
the London Palladium. She had then turned to
the Yiddish stage, playing lead roles on both
sides of the Atlantic. A charismatic, versatile
actress and an agile dancer, who embraced
comedic character roles as she grew older,
Miriam was a firm favourite with audiences.
Together they toured South America and
Europe, including several seasons in London.
Being skilled in the art of chazanut Leon was
also engaged to conduct High Holyday serv-
ices on the Continent. When the Second World
War broke out the couple were trapped in Paris.
Leon was deported to Auschwitz but Miriam
escaped that fate owing to her possession of
an Iranian passport and remained in Paris.
Following the liberation of Auschwitz the reu-
nited couple rallied as many Yiddish actors as
they could find and played for a short season.
Soon afterwards, in 1946, they were invited as
guest stars to London’s New Yiddish Theatre
in Adler Street, and settled in England, where
they became members of the permanent com-
pany at the Grand Palais.

JC (19 Jan. 1990, 5 May 1995); Mazower.

BLUMENTHAL, JACQUES (4 October 1829—
17 May 1908), piano teacher and composer of
songs. Born Jacob Blumenthal in Hamburg,
he apparently converted to Christianity. He
studied music in Vienna and Paris, settling
in London in 1848, the year of Germany’s
failed liberal revolution. He was a fashion-
able piano teacher, and played the piano for
Queen Victoria and in aristocratic circles. He
composed numerous salon pieces and songs.
Amongst the more popular ones are The
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Message, The Requital, and Sunshine and Rain. He
left bequests to Roman Catholic institutions.
His Opus 8 is dedicated to the wife of (Sir) F.
H. *Goldsmid.

JE; Baker’s Biographical Dictionary of Musicians (3rd ed.
1919).

BLUTHAL, JOHN (1929-), actor. Born in
Poland, hewasraised in Melbourne, Australia,
from the age of nine and studied drama at
the University of Melbourne. After appear-
ing with Spike Milligan in the Australian
production of The Bed Sitting Room he arrived
in Britain, where he played in various com-
edy series during the 1960s and 1970s, work-
ing with Milligan as well as Sid James, Tony
Hancock, Eric Sykes, and Michael Bentine. He
also appeared in dramatic productions. He
starred as a Jewish tailor in the popular com-
edy series Never Mind the Quality, Feel the Width
(1967-71). More recently he has been seen in
a recurring role in another television com-
edy series, The Vicar of Dibley. His big screen
appearances include the Beatles’ vehicles A
Hard Day’s Night and Help! as well as two Pink
Panther and three Carry On films.

Online sources.

BOARD OF DEPUTIES OF BRITISH JEWS,
THE, is the representative organisation of
Anglo-Jewry, generally recognised as such by
government and media. Founded on 14
December 1760, it was known until 1836 as the
London Committee of Deputies of British Jews.
What began as a London body rooted in the
congregations has long since been nation-
wide, with delegates (‘deputies’) drawn from a
wide gamut of communal institutions, both
religious and secular. The Board keeps awatch-
ful eye for developments detrimental to Anglo-
Jewry and strives to safeguard Jewish interests
and practice, including brit milah (circumci-
sion) and shechitah (ritual slaughter), from
calumny and legislative interference. Its struc-
ture and administration, which includes a pro-
fessional staff, has been overhauled several
times, most recently in 1997 when, inter alia,
the Board’s system of specialist committees
was replaced by four divisions: Community
Issues, Defence and Group Relations,

International, and Finance and Organisation.
Each division is chaired by an honorary officer
and composed of a number of elected deputies,
supported by a professional director.
Committees and working groups set up by the
divisions deal with particular areas of activity.
Each division elects a member to sit on the
Executive Committee, the Board’s main deci-
sion-making body, which also includes the
Board’s honorary officers (President, Vice-
Presidents, and Treasurer), the chairs of the
regional council and constitution committee,
the Director-General and the past Presidents
of the Board. At present, there are about 300
deputies. Each participating synagogue or
institution elects, depending on its size, one or
more deputies to represent it. The Board nor-
mally convenes eight times a year, and elec-
tions occur every three years. The Board also
has a regional deputies’ assembly (formerly
called the provincial council) that convenes all
the deputies from non-metropolitan commu-
nities to discuss topics of mutual relevance and
elects a small regional council. For many years
the Board’s offices were at Woburn House in
Upper Woburn Place, London, but they are cur-
rently located nearby in Bloomsbury Square, in
a house once occupied by Isaac *D’Israeli. The
Board’s establishment resulted from the
appointment by the Spanish and Portuguese
community of seven ‘deputados’ to pay hom-
age, in November 1760, to George III on his
accession, a unilateral action that upset the
Ashkenazim and prompted ‘the Two Nations’
the following month to agree to cooperate in
future regarding matters of shared concern. In
an early document the deputies described their
brief as ‘watching all Acts of Parliament, Acts
of Government, laws, libels, addresses, or
whatever else may affect the body of Jews’. One
of the first moves against ‘libel’ occurred in
1805, when they ordered the prosecution of a
newspaper editor who had permitted offensive
correspondence about Jews to appear in his
columns; when he, tardily, apologised, they
dropped the proceedings. Jews in British col-
onies and territories, such as Jamaica and
Gibraltar, asked the Board to intercede on their
behalf when occasion warranted. Initially, the
Board convened intermittently, meeting, for
instance, in 1828 after an eight-year interlude
to discuss parliamentary emancipation. In
1835 representatives of *Bevis Marks
Synagogue and the three Ashkenazi City con-
gregations resolved that ‘it would be of essen-
tial advantage’ to Anglo-Jewry’s



‘political welfare’ that all should acknowledge
the deputies as their spokesmen, by ‘having a
sufficient number of Members from each
Congregation to ensure’ that proceedings
reflected ‘the general wishes’ of the commu-
nity. For much of the nineteenth century the
Board was dominated by (Sir) Moses
*Montefiore, who became President in 1835, at
which time it comprised 22 deputies elected
from those four synagogues, and, apart from
briefintervals, he held that office until 1874. In
1836 a formal constitution was framed, and
Montefiore informed the government that the
Board was ‘the only official channel of com-
munication for the secular and political inter-
ests’ of British Jews. That year’s Marriage
Registration Act conferred on the Board’s
President the power of appointing synagogue
marriage secretaries to legalise weddings
according to Jewish rites. Owing to
Montefiore’s intractable opposition to Reform
Judaism, the *West London Synagogue was
not represented on the Board until 1886, the
year following his death. The first paid
Secretary of the Board, Sampson *Samuel,
served for 30 years, dying in harness in 1868.
Gradually, membership grew from metropol-
itan synagogues to provincial ones, although it
was not until the twentieth century that dep-
uties from other communal organisations
were admitted. The Board’s immediate prior-
ities during Victoria’s reign were the struggle
for the right of Jews to sit in Parliament
(achieved in 1858) and the repeal of remaining
disabilities (achieved by 1890). The Board’s
Law and Parliamentary Committee (subse-
quently the Law, Parliamentary and General
Purposes Committee) was established in 1854
to monitor proposed legislation that could
impact adversely upon Anglo-Jewry. The Board
gained exemption for the community from
legislation banning Sunday trading. It con-
cerned itself with the integration of East
European immigrants, and to promote their
considerate treatment formed an Aliens
Committee in 1905, the year Parliament passed
anactrestrictingalien immigration. Education
has been an abiding interest of the Board,
which secured the governmental grants made
to Jewish day schools in 1853 and which,
through its education committee, worked to
have public examinations set for Jewish
Sabbaths and festivals rescheduled for Jewish
candidates. The Board works with local and
private education authorities to combat
antisemitism and anti-Zionism in schools and
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colleges. During the nineteenth century the
Board spoke, when occasion warranted, to the
British government on behalf of Jewries in
British colonies and territories such as Jamaica
and Gibraltar. The Board also made overtures
to the British government on behalf of
oppressed foreign Jewries overseas. The
Board’s foreign affairs committee traced its
origin to 1878, when with the AJA the Board
formed the Conjoint Foreign Committee,
which operated successfully until it was under-
mined by its opposition to political Zionism
and disbanded in 1917. Reconstituted in 1918 as
the joint foreign committee, it continued until
a coup masterminded by a Zionist caucus
seized the Board’s leadership from old-guard
‘Englishmen of the Mosaic persuasion’, result-
ing in Selig Brodetsky’s election as presidentin
1043. Twenty years earlier, in the wake of
Britain’s assumption of the Palestine Mandate,
when ‘philanthropic Zionism’ was generally
acceptable to even the most recalcitrant anti-
Herzlian, the Board established a Palestine
committee, renamed the Eretz Israel commit-
tee in 1948 when the Jewish State was born.
Around the beginning of the twentieth century
a number of other committees were formed,
such as Shechitah, Education and Youth, and
Press and Information. The latter became the
Defence Committee in 1936, to combat the
propaganda of Mosley’s BUF. In 1939, with the
advent of war, the Executive Committee came
into being. In 1940 the Board’s Trades Advisory
Council was established to foster amity
between Jewish and non-Jewish traders, to
issue licences to Jewish shopkeepers to open
their premises on Sundays, and to support
Jewish employees who sought exemption from
work on Sabbaths and Jewish holy days. After
the war a Yad Vashem committee was formed,
to commemorate the victims of the Holocaust.
The Board helped reconstruction efforts in
Europe and the rehabilitation of Holocaust
survivors. It joined the Conference on Jewish
Material Claims against Germany (Claims
Conference), the Memorial Foundation for
Jewish Culture, and the World Jewish Congress.
The Board instigated the erection, in 1983, of a
Holocaust Memorial in Hyde Park. The plight
of Soviet Jewry and the ‘Refuseniks’ denied
permission to emigrate to Israel was well pub-
licised by the Board, and the National Council
for Soviet Jewry was established in 1975 by its
Foreign Affairs Committee. In 1982 the Board
set up the Central Enquiry Desk (now known
as the Jewish Community Information Desk)
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to provide information on Jewish matters to
public telephone enquiries. The Board liaises
closely with the Council of Christians and Jews
and comparable bodies such as the Three
Faiths Forum. In 2007 the Board set up the
Community Policy Research Group — a think
tank examining education, welfare and com-
munity development issues. Women have been
eligible to stand for election to the Board since
1919, and by 2000 about 40 per cent of the 300
deputies were women, with the first female
president being elected that year. The Board’s
presidents have included Benjamin *Mendes
Da Costa (1760), Joseph *Salvador (1766 and
1778), Moses Isaac Levy (1789), Naphtali
*Basevi (18o1), Raphael Brandon (1812), Moses
*Lindo (1817—29), Moses *Mocatta (1829—-35),
(Sir) Moses *Montefiore (1835-8, May-July
1840, 1846—55, 1857—62, June—November 1868,
1871—4), David *Salomons (October—November
1838), 1. Quixano Henriques (1838-40),
Hananel *de Castro (1840-1), Isaac *Foligno
(April-December 1855, February—September
1857), Joseph Mayer *Montefiore (1868—1,
1874-80), Arthur *Cohen (1880-95), Joseph
*Sebag-Montefiore (1895-1903), David Lindo
*Alexander (19o3-17), Sir Stuart *Samuel
(1917—22), Henry S. Q. *Henriques (1922-5),
second Lord *Rothschild (1925-6), Sir Osmond.
*d’Avigdor Goldsmid (1926—33), Neville *Laski
(1933—40), Selig *Brodetsky (1940—9g), Rev.
Abraham *Cohen (1949-55), Barnett (Lord)
*Janner (1955-64), Abraham *Moss (June
1964), Solomon *Teff (1964—7), Michael *Fidler
(1967—73), Samuel (Lord) *Fisher (1973-9),
Greville (Lord) *Janner (1979—8s), Lionel
*Kopelowitz  (1985-91), Israel *Finestein
(1991—4), Eldred *Tabachnik (1994—2000), Jo
*Wagerman (2000-3), Henry *Grunwald
(2003—9), and Vivian *Wineman (2009-).

‘The History of the Deputies of the Jews of

the British Empire’, JC (5 Dec. 1873); C. H. L.
Emanuel, A Century and a Half of Jewish History
(1910); V. D. Lipman, ed., Three Centuries of Anglo-

Jewish History (1961); Alderman, MBJ; A. Newman,
The Board of Deputies of British Jews 1760—1985: A Brief
Survey (1987); online sources.

BOAS, FREDERICK SAMUEL (24 July 1862-1
September 1957), literary scholar and aca-
demic. Born in Ireland, he was educated at
Clifton College in Bristol and Balliol College,
Oxford, where he received Firsts in three

different sets of examinations. From 19or—5
he was Professor of History and Literature at
Queen’s University, Belfast, and from 19o5—22
was Inspectorin English Literature for the LCC.
He wrote over 30 works on literature, chiefly
on the Elizabethan and Restoration periods,
the firstappearing in 1896 and the last in 1955,
when he was 93. He was the first to apply the
term ‘problem plays’ to Shakespeare’s works
written after about 1603. For many years he
edited The Year's Work in English Literature, a
standard reference annual. He received many
academic distinctions and several honorary
degrees. His son Guy was a prominent con-
tributor to Punch, using the initials G.B.

EJ; WWW; Times (2 Sept. 1957).

BOBATH (née Busse; formerly Roehl), BERTA
OTTILIE (5 December 1907—20 January 1991),
physiotherapist, and BOBATH, KAREL (14
March 1905—20 January 1991), paediatrician
and psychiatrist. The daughter of a Berlin
dress manufacturer, Berta arrived in London
in 1938. A gymnastics instructor trained in
remedial gymnastics, she married, in 1941,
fellow refugee Karel, the Berlin-born son
of a merchant from Prague. He had quali-
fied in medicine in both Germany and
Czechoslovakia and had worked in paediatrics
in Brno. The husband-and-wife team devel-
oped postgraduate courses at the Western
Cerebral Palsy Centre (set up by Berta in 1951
and in 1975 renamed the Bobath Centre) for
the training of therapists and doctors in the
couple’s approach to the treatment of neuro-
logical disorders. Berta, who qualified as a
physiotherapist at London’s Princess Louise
Hospital for Children, worked mainly with
child sufferers of cerebral palsy and with
stroke victims including society portraitist
Simon Elwes, who with her help was ena-
bled to walk and paint again; Karel was hon.
physician to the Centre and also established,
at a mental hospital in St Albans, a unit for
children with physical disabilities. Among
the couple’s many honours was the Harding
Award for ‘outstanding work of benefit to the
disabled’. When old and ailing they ended
their lives together.

ODNB; online sources; at her death
Berta’s middle name was registered as
Othelia: http://[www.ancestry.com.



BODMER, Sir WALTER FRED (10 January
1936-), geneticist. He was born Walter Fred
Billigheimer in Frankfurt, the son of a Jewish
father and a Protestant mother. The family
emigrated to Britain in 1938, and he studied at
Clare College, Cambridge (BA, 1956; MA, PhD,
1959), of which he became a Fellow. He was
Professor of Geneticsatthe University of Oxford
(1970—9), and was elected FRS (1974). He was a
vice-president of the Royal Institution (1981-2)
and President of the Royal Statistical Society
(1984-5). Knighted in 1986, he was appointed
Principal of Hertford College, Oxford (1996—
2005). The brother of physics professor Arnold
Bodmer (b. 1929), he has made important con-
tributions to genetics, in particular relating to
histocompatibility antigens.

WW; IBDCEE; Snowman, Hitler Emigrés.

BOGDANOR, VERNON (16 July 1943-), aca-
demic and writer on the British Constitution.
One of the mostvisible commentators on con-
stitutional matters in the British press and
media, he was born in London and educated
at Bishopshalt School and at Queen’s College,
Oxford, where he received a First in PPE.
Since 1966 he has been at Brasenose College,
Oxford, where he has served as Vice-Principal
and as Professor of Politics and Government.
Appointed CBE in 1998, he is best known for
his opinions on the monarchy and on devo-
lution, and is the author of The Monarchy and
the Constitution (1995), Devolution in the United
Kingdom (1999), and The British Constitution
in the Twentieth Century (2004). Conservative
Prime Minister David Cameron is probably
his best-known former student.

EJ; WWW; JYB.

BOGNOR REGIS, the seaside town in Sussex
popularised by George V, has a small organ-
ised Jewish community. The Bognor and
District Hebrew Congregation was founded
in or about 1962 with the encouragement
of Rev. Malcolm Weisman, the *United
Synagogue’s visiting minister to small com-
munities. A cemetery was acquired early in
1968. The Jewish population is at present
about 30. During the Second World War,
perhaps owing to evacuees from London,
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there was a Felpham and Middleton Hebrew
Congregation, and services were also held in
nearby Littlehampton.

JC (29 March 1963, 30 Nov. 1964, 9 Feb. 1968); JYB
1940, 2005; JCR-UK.

BOHM, DAVID JOSEPH (20 December
1917—27 October 1992), physicist. Born in
Wilkes-Barr, Pennsylvania, the son of a fur-
niture store proprietor, he was educated at
Pennsylvania State College, the California
Institute of Technology, and The University
of California at Berkeley (PhD). During his
career as a quantum physicist he worked with
Robert Oppenheimer and Albert *Einstein,
contributing significantly to the Manhattan
Project and to theoretical physics, phil-
osophy, and neuropsychology. He left the
USA owing to McCarthyism, and for a time
worked at the Haifa Technion. From 1957—61
he researched at the University of Bristol, and
from 1961-83 was Professor of Theoretical
Physics at Birkbeck College, London. Elected
FRS in 1990, he was co-awarded the Elliott
Cresson Medal in 1991. He wrote Quantum
Theory (1951), Causality and Chance in Modern
Physics (1957), Special Theory of Relativity (1965),
Fragmentation and Wholeness (1976), Wholeness
and Order: Cosmos and Consciousness (1979), and
Wholeness and the Implicate Order (1980).

ODNB; M. L. G. Redhead, ‘David Bohm (1917-1992)’,
Nature (12 Nov. 1992); WWW; Biog. Mem. FRS, 43
(1997); Times (9 Dec. 1992).

BOLAFFEY, HAYIM VITA (c1779-1835),
Hebraist and teacher. Also known as
Hananiah Bolaffy, he was born in Italy, a
member of the Sephardi Abulafia family;
another of its members, Michael Abulafia or
Bolaffi, became Musical Director to the royal
Duke of Cambridge. In 1796 Hayim Bolaffey’s
sister married Raphael *Meldola, and in 1798
Bolaffey moved to London to pursue his voca-
tion as a teacher of Hebrew. He obtained
employment at the Shaare Tikvah school of
the *Bevis Marks congregation, was also
involved with the Neveh Tsedek synagogue
of the Jews’ Hospital in Mile End, lectured
at the Talmudical College in Heneage Lane,
and published The Aleph-Beth; or the First Step
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to the Hebrew Language (1811). He appears to
have hovered on the fringes of scholarship at
Oxford and to have been an ‘extra master’ at
Eton teaching Italian and Spanish. Describing
himselfas ‘Professor of Languages, Author of
the Hebrew Grammar etc.’, he was in the 1820s
running a ‘Philological Academy’ at Mitre
Chambers, Fenchurch Street. In 1824 peer’s
illegitimate daughter Rachel Fanny Antonina
Lee, otherwise known as Antonina Despenser,
whose Hebrew-language ‘A Hebrew Epistle or
a Circular Epistle to the Hebrews’ Bolaffey had
translated into English, published a pamph-
let accusing him of monetary deception. His
translation of Raphael Meldola’s service to
mark the re-consecration of *Bevis Marks in
1825 was published under the title Kol Rinah.
His chief claim to fame rests with his An Easy
Grammar of the Primaeval Language, Commonly
Called Hebrew (1820), dedicated to Joseph Hart
*Myers, and containing a list of Jewish and
non-Jewish subscribers headed by the philose-
mitic royal Duke of Sussex and including rep-
resentatives of public schools and Oxbridge
colleges.

V. D. Lipman, ‘Sephardi and Jewish Immigrants

in England in the Eighteenth Century’, Migration
and Settlement, 1970 (1971), 37—-62; S. W. Massil,
“Two Hebrew Grammars and the Enlightenment’,
JHSET, 41 (2007); Hyamson, Sephardim; C. Roth,
“Two Livornese Jews in England: Michael Bolaffi,
Musician, and Hayim Vita Bolaffey, Linguist’, JHSET,
16 (1952), 223—-5; Lewis, Jews of Oxford; R. F. A. Lee,
The Translation of the Hebrew Epistle of Antonina
Despenser, &c: entitled ‘Igeret ha-Kolel ‘el ha-"Tvrim’ or, a
circular epistle to the Hebrews, by H. V. Bolaffey (London
1821); GM (March 1836); JYB 1897.

BOLAN, MARC (30 September 1947-16 Septem-
ber 1977), pop musician. Born Mark Feld in
Hackney, the son of a cosmetics salesman and
a non-Jewish mother, he left school at 14 and
adopted the stage name Marc Bolan. In 1967
he and Steve Took (d. 1980) formed the group
Tyrannosaurus Rex — better known as T.Rex. It
became known for its popular child-like songs
and, especially around 1970—2, produced many
hits. Bolan also became a charismatic televi-
sion star. He was, however, declining in popu-
larity when, in September 1977, he was killed in
a car crash in west London.

ODNB.

BOMBERG, DAVID (5 December 1890-I9
August 1957), painter. Born in Birmingham,
the son of a leatherworker from Poland,
he moved to Whitechapel as a young child.
About 1906 he was apprenticed to a lithog-
rapher and from 1908-10 attended evening
classes at the Westminster School of Art. A
loan from the Jewish Educational Aid Society
enabled him to study from 1911-13 at the Slade
School of Fine Art. His work was influenced
by the Vorticists, and later by Cubism. In 1917
he received an important commission from
the Canadian government. The first version
of his resultant Sappers at Work was rejected
on the grounds that it was too futuristic; he
resented the consequent compromise. In 1923
he was enabled by the Palestine Foundation
Fund to visit Jerusalem, where he produced
naturalistic landscapes. During the 1930s,
with the rise of fascism, he briefly flirted
with communism, and visited the USSR, as
well as Greece, Morocco, and Spain. He was
a complex character and his career proved
chequered. From 1945—53 he taught part-time
at London’s Borough Polytechnic. He was
among the group of artists and intellectuals
dubbed the ‘Whitechapel Boys’.

ODNB; JC (23 Aug. 1957, 19 Feb. 1988); R. Cork,
David Bomberg (1987).

BONDI, Sir HERMANN (1 November 1919—10
September 2005), mathematician, cosmolo-
gist, and civil servant. Born in Austria, a doc-
tor’s son, he attended school in Vienna, and in
1940 graduated in mathematics at Cambridge.
Following internment as an ‘enemy alien’
early in the war, he worked on radars for the
Admiralty. Afterwards he lectured in math-
ematics at Cambridge for several years, and
was elected a Fellow of Trinity College. In 1954
he became Professor of Applied Mathematics
at KCL. He was Director-General, European
Space Research Organisation (1967—71);
Scientific Advisor, Ministry of Defence
(1971—7); Chief Scientist, Department of
Energy (1977-80); and Chairman, Natural
Environment Research Council (1980—4).
With Fred Hoyle and Thomas *Gold, he
expounded the Steady-State Theory of the uni-
verse as an alternative to the Big Bang Theory,
and he also made enduring contributions to
the theory of general relativity. Instrumental
in the creation of the Thames Barrier, he



was Master of Churchill College, Cambridge
(1983—90), and Professor of Theoretical
Astrophysics and Cosmology, Cambridge
University. He was President of the Society for
Research into Higher Education and of the
British Association of Science Writers. The
Royal Astronomical Society, of which he had
been Secretary for several years, awarded him
its Gold Medal in 2001. He was elected FRS
(1959), appointed KCB (1973), and received
the Einstein Medal (1983). Raised in a secu-
lar Jewish milieu, he served as President of
the British Humanist Association, and of the
Rationalist Press Association.

ODNB; H. Bondi, Cosmology (1952); idem, Humanism
(1992); Times (13 Sept. 2005); Daily Telegraph (16 Sept.
2005); NDSB, 1 (2008); Biog. Mem. FRS (2007).

BONHAM CARTER, HELENA (26 May 1966-),
actress. Born in Golders Green, the daughter
of'a merchant banker whose grandfather was
Prime Minister H. H. Asquith, she is of Jewish
descent on her Catholic-raised mother’s side.
Her maternal grandfather Eduardo Propper
de Callejon (1895-1972), whose Bohemian-
born father was Jewish, was a Spanish diplo-
mat who, when based in Bordeaux during the
Second World War, issued many thousands of
visas to refugees fleeing to Spain from Nazi-
occupied France. Eduardo’s wife, Helena’s
grandmother, Héléne (née Fould-Springer)
was Jewish, born in Vienna to an Austrian
mother and a French father from the famous
French banking dynasty, the Foulds; her sis-
ter Liliane married Baron Elie de Rothschild.
Another sister, Thérese, was the mother of
journalist and author David *Pryce-Jones.

JC (8 Feb. 2008).

BONIN, MARY RAIKIN (14 September
1902-71), soprano. Born in Russia, she arrived
in England at the age of three. She studied
as an operatic and concert singer in London,
making her debut when she was 16 at the
Wigmore Hall. She performed with the Old
Vic Opera and in musical theatre in both
London and the provinces, and also gave les-
sons in voice production and interpretations
of songs. Her BBC career began in 1925. Over
the years she gave many performances on
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stage and on radio of Hebrew and Yiddish
songs; her broadcasts, which included her
own arrangements of material, were some-
times also transmitted to the Empire, such
as that of 5 October 1937. She pioneered the
broadcasting of Hebrew songs in Britain.
During the Second World War she travelled
extensively with ENSA. She directed the choir
at the consecration of London’s West Central
Jewish Synagogue on 19 September 1954. An
album of her singing in Hebrew and Yiddish
exists.

JC (23 Oct. 1925, 18 Jan. 1935, 1 Oct. 1937, 24 Sept.
1954, 28 Feb. 1958, 23 July 1971).

BONN, ISSY (21 April 1893—21 April 1977),
comedian and singer. His real name was
Benjamin Levine. Born in Whitechapel and
educated at the JFS, he worked for a butcher
in his youth. A meteoric rise to fame followed
his radio debut in 1935. Twenty years later,
when the event was celebrated on Midday
Music Hall, he calculated that he had made
over 1000 broadcasts, told over 20,000 jokes,
and sung soo different songs on radio. He
sold over 1,500,000 records, enjoying hits with
such songs as My Yiddish Momma, I'm in Love
with Two Sweethearts, Let Bygones Be Bygones,
and When the Lights Go On Again. He appeared
in two films: Discoveries (1939) and I Thank You
(1941). His brother was Tito *Burns’s brother-
in-law.

JC (29 April 1977).

BONN, JOSEPH (c1842-30 March 1914),
caterer and hotel proprietor. Sir George
*Bean’s grandfather, he was a Dutch-born
pastry cook who settled in London’s East
End and in 1860 established the earliest
kosher catering company in Britain. He also
owned a kosher hotel in Great Prescot Street,
Whitechapel, managed by his son Simon
(‘Shimmer’) Bonn (c1872—3 March 1945), who
later became Managing Director of Joseph
Bonn & Co. Styling himself the ‘Motza King’
who reigned over ‘The “Mecca” of the Motza’
offering ‘allkinds of Nice Noshes’, which com-
prised kosher wines and groceries in addition
to matzot, cakes, puddings, and confection-
aries (including sugarless kosher chocolate
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from Holland touted as a ‘A Boon for the
Diabetic’), Joseph Bonn delighted in colour-
fully phrased advertising. His firm’s gimmick
was to introduce a tempting new concoction
each Passover, and his lavish window displays
at his Middlesex Street (Petticoat Lane) prem-
ises stopped pedestrians in their tracks. In
about 1905 the firm (which became known
as Bonn, Rakusen and Co.) established a new
bakery in Whitechapel for the exclusive manu-
facture of the extremely popular ‘Leeds’ mat-
zot, and in 1910, to meet demand, arranged
for that matzot and also kosher biscuits to
be produced at the extensive works of Carr
and Co. in Carlisle; production, overseen by
two Jewish supervisors answerable to Dayan
Moses *Hyamson, took place at two separate
bakeries distinct from Carr’s main factory.

JC (31 March 1905, 15, 22 March 1907, 18 Nov. 1910,
31 March 1911, 3 April 1914, 11 April 1924, 19 April
1929, 9 March 1945).

BONN, LEOPOLD BERNHARD (3 August
185028 November 1929), merchant banker,
and philanthropist of charities for the deaf;
and Sir MAX JULIUS BONN (1877-25 March
1943), merchant banker, philanthropist, and
communal leader. Born in Frankfurt, the
son of a banker, Leopold moved to Paris to
work for the banker S. Kann and, in 1870, to
London, where he worked successively for the
banks G. & A. Worms and Speyer Brothers.
He was also a director of several other banks.
In 1895 he established his own merchant
bank, the Bonn Bank, which in 1921 merged
with Herbert Wagg & Co. Bonn lost his hear-
ing in around 1910 and became interested in
charities for the deaf. Finding that a plethora
of small-scale charities and services existed,
in 1911 he organised and provided finance
for the National Bureau for Promoting the
General Welfare of Deaf People, serving as
its first President. This body centralised aid
for deaf people; it later became the Royal
National Institute for the Deaf. His nephew
and successor Max was born in New York,
the son of William B. Bonn. Educated in
New York and at the University of Munich,
he then became a partner in the Bonn Bank.
He was actively involved in deaf charities and
succeeded his uncle as head of the National
Bureau. From 1921 he was a partner in Herbert
Wagg & Co. and other companies. He served

as an honorary lieutenant in the RNVR from
1917-19. He was Chairman of the Council of
the JLB and served on a number of govern-
ment committees of inquiry. He received a
KBE in 1926, and other awards.

ODNB; WWW; Jolles.

BONNARD, AUGUSTA JOSEPHINE (30 June
1903-11 October 1974), psychoanalyst. Born
in Russia, she arrived in Britain in 1906.
She qualified in medicine at UCH, and dur-
ing her post at Paddington Green Children’s
Hospital she was influenced by children’s
psychoanalyst Donald Winnicott. She went
to Vienna and briefly studied with Freud; she
later was a proud owner of one of his walk-
ing sticks. After the Second World War she
reopened, directed, and acted as psychiatrist
to Dr Emanuel *Miller’s East London Child
Guidance Clinic, which had moved to the
London Jewish Hospital. She also held posts at
Great Ormond Street Hospital, the Tavistock
Clinic, and UCH, and was a member of the
Institute of Psychoanalysis. She wrote the art-
icles ‘War trauma real and imaginary in chil-
dren’ (1951), and ‘Metapsychology of Russian
Trial Confessions’ (1954).

Medical Directory 1973; BMJ (23 Nov. 1974); JC (5
March 1948).

BOR, HILDA (7 May 1910-19 December
1993), pianist and music teacher. Born in
Lambeth, the daughter of David Bor, a pian-
ist with the De Groot Trio, she was educated
at the Guildhall School of Music and later
at the Royal Academy of Music, where in
1928 she won a major prize. She debuted in
a Promenade Concert at 14, and became a
professional pianist, teaching at a young age
at the Tobias Matthay Piano School. In 1942
she organised the daily lunchtime concerts
at the Royal Exchange in the City of London,
which were attended by 70,000 persons.
Afterwards she became a widely respected
piano teacher who is best known for giving
lessons at Buckingham Palace, in the 1950s,
to Prince Charles and Princess Anne. She
also taught the children of Harry *Blech,
Yehudi *Menuhin, and Clifford Curzon.
Margot Bor (10 November 1917-March 2004),



co-author of Still the Lark (1962), a biography
of Georgian musician Elizabeth Linley, was
her sister.

JC (23 March 1934); Times (28 Dec. 1993); Independent
(4Jan. 1994).

BORCHARDT, LOUIS (c1816—15 November
1883), paediatrician. Born in Brandenburg,
he qualified MD in Berlin, and practised in
Zorbach and Breslau. After the failed 1848
revolution he left Germany, and from 1853
practised at the Children’s Dispensary in
Manchester. He was instrumental in its
transition into one of the first children’s
hospitals in Britain, the General Hospital
and Dispensary for Sick Children. He was
Consultant to the new Royal Manchester
Children’s Hospital, which opened in 1876.
He was active in medical committee work
and in politics as a Liberal. He was the inaug-
ural Chairman of the Manchester Schiller
Anstalt (of which Engels was a member),
and he favoured women’s emancipation and
their entry into the medical profession. At
his home, in 1866, the Manchester Women’s
Suffrage Committee (the earliest of its type in
Britain) first met.

ODNB.

BORN, MAX (11 December 1882—5 January
1970), physicist and Nobel laureate. The son
of an embryologist and anatomy profes-
sor, he studied at Breslau — his birthplace,
Heidelberg, Zurich, and Gottingen. In 1915,
while Professor of Theoretical Physics at the
University of Berlin, he became a lifelong
friend of Einstein; his outstanding expos-
ition (1924) of Einstein’s theory of relativity
was influential. He occupied a chair at the
University of Gottingen (1921-33), and in 1924
introduced the term ‘quantum mechanics’.
Deprived of his chair by the Nazis in 1933, he
taught at the University of Cambridge until
1936, and was afterwards Professor of Natural
Philosophy at the University of Edinburgh,
retiring in 1953. He was elected FRS (1939),
and received numerous honours. For his work
on the wave function he shared the Nobel
Prize in Physics in 1954. He devised the Born
Approximation Method, which described
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particle scattering, which is important in
high energy physics. Six of his students won
Nobel prizes. He was strongly opposed to
nuclear weapons. From 1954 he resided at
Bad Pyrmont, near Gottingen, where he died.
He wrote many books, mainly on physics but
also on optics and politics. Pharmacology
professor Gustav Victor Rudolf Born, FRS (29
July 1921-) is his son, and Cambridge-born
Australian singer Olivia Newton-John is his
granddaughter.

ODNB; Times (6 Jan. 1970). R. Porter and M. Ogilvie,
eds., The Hutchinson Dictionary of Scientific Biography,
1 (2000); Biog. Mem. FRS, 17 (1971); M. Born, My Life:
Recollections of a Nobel Laureate (1978); D. Millar et al.,
eds., The Cambridge Dictionary of Scientists (1996).

BORNFRIEND, JACOB (1904-76), artist. Born
Jakub Bauernfreund in Zborov, Slovakia, he
studied at the Academy of Fine Arts, Prague,
and emigrated to England in 1939. Following
six years working in factories he returned to
painting, in oils, gouache, and pastels. In
1957 he was commissioned to create a large
mural for *Jews’ College. Following his first
London exhibition in 1945 he displayed his
work regularly. A retrospective was held at the
University of London in 198o.

EJ; online sources.

BORNSTEIN, ABRAHAM (ABBA) (1900—79),
property developer and Chasidic lay leader.
He was born in Frankfurt, the son of a
banker from Krakow. A follower of the
Radomsker Rebbe, he arrived in London in
1931 and subsequently helped many refugees
from Nazism to settle in Britain. During the
Second World War he accommodated Jewish
evacuees from London in property he owned
in Letchworth, Hertfordshire, where he
supported the establishment of shtieblekh
and shiurim. A staunch Mizrachist, he was
involved with the WJC, the *Yeshivah Etz
Chaim, and the North West London Jewish
Day School. In 1971 he resigned from the
Board of Deputies, on which he had sat since
1938, when its constitution was amended to
enable religious leaders from the Progressive
wing of Judaism to be consulted on all mat-
ters of relevance to them. At the same time
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he resigned from the boards of the *United
Synagogue and of *Jews’ College. He was
buried in Jerusalem.

JC (7, 14 Dec. 1979); Rabinowicz, A World Apart.

BORNSTEIN, HARRY (1908-December 1943),
Orthodox minister and scholar. Born in
London, he was educated at Hackney Downs
Secondary School and attended evening
classes at *Yeshivah Etz Chaim. He entered
*Jews’ College in 1925 (BA 1928), and, with
scholarships, attended UCL and Emmanuel
College, Cambridge. He lectured in history
and religion at the Jewish Higher Education
Centre, and took a keen interest in youth
movements, especially Young Mizrachi. His
first ministerial appointment was in 1929 at
Becontree. He served the North West London
Synagogue (1932—4), the South East London
Synagogue (1934-8), and the Hampstead
Garden Suburb Synagogue (1938—41). He was
appointed chaplain to the Jewish Forces in
1941 and died on active service. He translated
the Oholot tractate of the Babylonian Talmud
for the Soncino Press.

JC (10 Dec. 1943).

BORNSTEIN, HIRSCH (c18go—21 August
1967), chazan. Formerly Oberkantor at a large
synagogue in Budapest, he was cantor of the
Princes Road Synagogue, Liverpool, from
1939—55. (It is not clear whether he was the
Rev. H. L. Bornstein, possessing excellent ref-
erences from the Chief Rabbi of Warsaw, who
in 1932 was considered for the post of first
reader at Brondesbury Synagogue.) He left to
become cantor at Cannes, but ill health took
him back to Manchester, where he died.

JC (22 Oct. 1954 [Henryk Bornstein], 7 Aug. 1959,
25 Aug. 1967); D. Hudaly, Liverpool Old Hebrew
Congregation 1780—1974 (1974).

BOROWSKI, EPHRAIM (19 November 1949-),
philosopher. A native Glaswegian, he gradu-
ated at the University of Glasgow (First in
Mathematics and Philosophy, 1971), obtained
a BPhil from Queen’s College, Oxford, and

subsequently lectured at the University of
Glasgow, where he headed the Philosophy
Department (1993—5). From 1985-90 he
was President of the Glasgow branch of the
AUT. He contributed entries on logic, math-
ematics, and philosophy for Collins English
Dictionary, and co-authored Collins Dictionary
of Mathematics (1988). He was President of
the Royal Philosophical Society of Glasgow
(2000—-3). His communal offices include
the vice-presidency of the Glasgow Jewish
Representative Counciland thedirectorship of
the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities.
In 2002 he became Chairman of the Giffnock
and Newlands Synagogue.

JC (24 Feb. 1995, 17 March 2000); JYB 2008.

BOSSANYI, ERVIN (3 March 1891-11 July
1975), stained glass artist. Born in Ridica,
Serbia, the son of a bookseller, he studied
art in Budapest and elsewhere in Europe.
During the First World War he was, being a
subject of the Hapsburg Empire, interned in
France. He became a major decorative art-
ist in Hamburg and other German locations
during the 1920s, and settled in England in
1934. For the next 4o years he created a range
of well-known stained glass works: the most
famous are probably the transept windows at
Canterbury Cathedral (1956-8). He also cre-
ated stained glass windows for the University
of London, the London Guildhall, and York
Minster, as well as the rose window (1937) at
the New West End Synagogue in memory of
Lady Rothschild. His work is exhibited at the
Tate Gallery and other major museums.

Times (18 Aug. 1975); IBDCEE; J. Bossanyi and S.
Brown, Ervin Bossanyi: Vision, Art, and Exile (2008).

BOSTON, the small Lincolnshire seaport,
became home to a small Jewish community
duringtheeighteenth century. The town’s first
known Jewish resident was Meir ben Judah
Boston, who around 1780 joined London’s
*Great Synagogue. He had connections to the
Leos, a resident family of quill-pen manufac-
turers and cigar and sweet merchants, off-
spring of Dr Lewis Leo (d. 18 October 1812)
of London. In 1894 the congregation, which
appears to have fallen into abeyance earlier



in the nineteenth century, was reorganised.
Donations from well-wishers paid for a Torah
Scroll, and Rev. S. Rudnitsky arranged to lec-
ture on Sunday afternoons. The congregation
was still active in September 1908, when Rev.
S. Michaelson, a great-grandson of Solomon
*Hirschell, addressed a meeting at the home
of its Treasurer, but it seems shortly after-
wards to have ceased to exist.

Roth, Rise; JC (24 Feb., 30 March 1893, 18 Sept.
1908); JCR-UK.

BOTEACH, SHMUEL (19 November 1966-),
Orthodox rabbi and author. Popularly known
as Shmuley, he was born in Los Angeles. Some
of his ancestors were Iranian Jews. He was
educated in the USA and Israel. In 1988 he was
became the Lubavitcher Rebbe’s emissary at
the University of Oxford, the first rabbi resi-
dent there in some decades. He founded the
Alec and Eileen Coleman Centre, known as
the U’Chaim Society, which grew into one of
the largest student organisations at Oxford by
sponsoring high-profile speakers, including
Mikhail Gorbachevand pop singer Boy George.
At its peak in 1993 it was the second largest
student organisation at Oxford, and attracted
international publicity. In 1994, following
the death of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, Boteach
broke with the movement while remaining an
Orthodox rabbi. He wrote a bestseller, Kosher
Sex (1998) and gave a four-part radio series,
A Jewish Guide to Sexuality. In 1999 he won The
Times’s Preacher of the Year Contest. In recent
years he has lived in the USA, where he is a
prominent television personality.

EJ; Rabinowicz, A World Apart; online sources.

BOURNE, Sir CLIVE JOHN (27 September
1942-10 January 2007), businessman and
philanthropist. Born in Stoke Newington, he
was brought up in Ilford and educated at the
William McEntee School, Walthamstow. He
entered the workforce at 15. In 1962, deter-
mined to speed parcel deliveries from the UK
to the Continent, he set up on a shoestring
what developed into the international com-
munications firm Seabourne Shipping Ltd.,
of which he was Chairman. It won the Queen’s
Award forexportachievementin 1981 and 1988.
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The Arab Boycott Office demanded, futilely,
that the firm cease dealings with Israel.
He founded the Prostate Cancer Charitable
Trust in 1992, having been diagnosed with
the disease. He donated £2 million to found
the Mossbourne Community Academy in
Hackney, and was a founder and trustee of the
Museum of London Docklands. A supporter of
all major Jewish charities, he became, in 1997,
a founder-patron (always unlisted) of Jewish
Care. A member of the Chigwell Synagogue,
he was a founder and governor of the King
Solomon School in Barkingside. Knighted in
2004 for services to education and charity, he
died while on holiday in the West Indies.

JC (19 Jan. 2007); WWW.

BOURNEMOUTH, the well-known south
coast resort, is at the centre of a Jewish com-
munity that includes residents of Poole; the
Bournemouth District Jewish Representative
Council’s responsibility reaches as far as
Southampton. The Bournemouth Hebrew
Congregation, a constituent of the *United
Synagogue,wasestablishedin1gos,whenthere
were fewer than 20 Jewish families in town.
The founder was Russian-born businessman
Samuel M. Silverman (c1851-c1934), who had
moved to Bournemouth from Southampton.
He was soon joined in the running of the com-
munity by Russian-born retired South Africa
merchant Aaron Cotton (c1843-1935), a former
President of Birmingham’s Singers Hill syna-
gogue. At first the congregation met in the
Bellevue Assembly Rooms, on the site of the
present Pavilion. It began with 40 members
and by the close of the twentieth century had
874. In 1911 a synagogue in Wootton Gardens
was opened, and was enlarged in 1961 to seat
950 worshippers. Between the wars many
kosher hotels and a number of kosher butch-
ers were established in the popular resort but
these have dwindled markedly since the 1970s.
A Reform congregation was founded in 1947;
its present synagogue in Christchurch Road
was extended in 1980 to seat 700 persons. Its
membership at the start of the present cen-
tury was approximately 646. Bournemouth’s
Jewish population was about 700 in 1945, 3000
in 1990, and 2100 in 2005.

JC (7 June 1935); The Jewish Travel Guide 1974, ed.
Sidney Lightman; JYB; JCR-UK.
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BOWMAN, LAURENCE GEORGE (c1866—21
November 1950), educationist. Polish-born,
he arrived in London at the age of four, and at
seven entered the JFS. At 14 he began a four-
year period as a pupil-teacher there, becoming
Assistant Master in 189o. He obtained BScand
MA degrees from the University of London.
In 1898 he was appointed Vice-Master, and
in 1908 Headmaster. He instituted a play-
centre and founded the JFS Old Boys’ Club.
When he retired in 1930 the school had 1100
pupils. The following year he succeeded (Sir)
Leon *Simon as President of the Haskalah
Literary Society. He chaired a key commit-
tee of the Jewish Religious Education Board
and was on the Council for Jewish Education.
A member of the executive of the London
Liberal Federation, he stood unsuccessfully
for Parliament in 1935. For a time he served on
the Unemployment Assistance Board’s appeal
tribunal. Sir Sidney *Abrahams was his son-
in-law.

JC (14 Jan. 1898, 7 Nov. 1930, 24 Nov. 1950).

BOYARS, MARCUS SUSMAN (1869-19 Novem-
ber1931), chazanand composer. Having served
at Novaridok in his native Russia, he became
cantor at Manchester Central Synagogue. He
founded Manchester’s Hazomir Choral Society
and contributed greatly to Jewish musical edu-
cation in the city. He was interested in mod-
ern musical developments in Eretz Israel,
and wrote unpublished textbooks in Yiddish
on music and musical acoustics. His com-
positions included the school march for the
Manchester Talmud Torah, and his music was
widely used by other cantors. He was a pion-
eer of Zionism in Manchester. Russian-born
cantor Gershon Boyars, who served at the
*Western Synagogue, Birmingham’s Singers
Hill Synagogue, and (1931-59) the Hampstead
Synagogue, was his nephew.

JC (29 July 1910, 13, 27 Nov., 4 Dec. 1931, 23 May
1952, 28 Dec. 1962); R. Apple, The Hampstead
Synagogue 1892—1967 (1967).

BRADDELL (née Busse)) DOROTHY
ADELAIDE (30 June 1889—27 April 1981),
designer and decorative artist. Known par-
ticularly for her work in domestic interior

and kitchen design, she was born in London,
the daughter of a German-born stockbroker,
and educated at KCL, the Regent Street
Polytechnic, and the Byam Shaw School of
Art where she won a gold medal. In 1914 she
married a non-Jewish architect. Her early car-
eer was in advertising and display, and her
corporate clients included Shell-Mex, Viyella,
Allied Ironfounders, Crosse & Blackwell,
and the Council for the Preservation of Rural
England. Her interior design work, exhibited
widely, was regularly featured at the Daily Mail
Ideal Home Exhibitions.

ODNB; Times (15 Nov. 1999); Daily Telegraph (r Dec.
1999).

BRADFORD, in Yorkshire’s West Riding,
had by the mid-nineteenth a large number of
German Jews, who had been attracted there by
the city’s industrial and commercial growth.
They included Sir J. *Behrens, C. *Semon
(Who became Mayor in 1874), and J. *Moser
(Lord Mayor, 1910-11), all prominent in the
textile industry. The German Jews played a
significance part in Bradford’s cultural life.
By 1870 there were between 200 and 300
Jews there, but partly owing to indifference
to Judaism on the part of a great many, and
partly owing to the fact that some belonged to
synagogues in Manchester and Leeds, no for-
mal congregation existed. In 1872 a Reform
congregation, the Jewish Association, com-
menced, and young Rev. Dr Joseph Strauss of
Stuttgart was appointed minister. In 1877 he
was instrumental in forming a branch of the
AJA. His congregation initially held services
in the Masonic Chapel, Salem Street, and later
in the Unitarian Chapel, Town Hall Square.
Semon provided land for a burial ground. In
1880 the congregation formally allied itself
to the *West London Synagogue; its syna-
gogue in Bowland Street, which is still in use,
was consecrated in 1881, and in 1886 the con-
gregation changed its name to the Bradford
Congregation of British and Foreign Jews.
Its ministers have included Rev. Nathaniel
Jacobs, and Rabbis Dr E. Bienheim, D. Zucker,
and M. R. Heilbron. Bradford’s Jewish popu-
lation was augmented after 1881 by refugees
from Tsarist persecution. The Orthodox
Bradford Hebrew Congregation’s first syna-
gogue was established in Snowden Street in
1886. In 1890 a rival Orthodox congregation



was founded in Houghton Street, but the two
congregations amalgamated about 1899.
From 1905 until 1970, when the present syna-
gogue in Springhurst Road, Shipley, was
consecrated, its synagogue stood in Spring
Gardens. Its ministers have included the
Revs. J. B. Menkin, R. Tribich, A. Littenberg,
L. Livingstone, J. Rabbinowitz, Dr Salkind, A.
L. Reiss, J. Israelstamm, I. Levine, B. Topp, M.
Singer, L. Mockton, and A. Rosenberg. Other
Jewish mayors have been (1957) Dr David
Israel Black and (1984) Mrs Olive Messer
(née Dawson; 1928-). Although Bradford’s
Jewish population fell to approximately 170
during the mid-199os, the optional religious
question posed for the first time in the 2001
Census revealed 356 declared Jews there. In
nearby Ilkley a Hebrew Congregation existed
during the war, but had closed by 1947.

EJ; Lipman, Three Centuries; M. R. Heilbron,
‘Bradford’, in Newman, Provincial Jewry; A. R.
Rollin, ‘The Jewish Contribution to the British
Textile Industry’, JHSET, 17 (1951-2), 45-52; JC (20
Feb. 1987); Jolles; JCR-UK.

BRADLEY, PETER CHARLES STEPHEN (12
April 1953-), politician. Born in Birmingham
and educated at Abingdon School, the
University of Sussex, and Occidental College
in California, he was Director of the Institute
for Contemporary Studies, 1979—85, and was
abusiness consultantin 1993—7. He has served
as Labour MP for the Wrekin from 1997—2005.
In 1990-6 he was Deputy Leader of the Labour
Group on Westminster Council.

JC (9 May, 4 July 1997, 15 June 2001); WW.

BRAHAM, JOHN (20 March 1777-17
February 1856), singer and operatic com-
poser. A splendid tenor during his prime,
with an unrivalled vocal range, he became
a baritone in later life. Born in London, the
son of Great Synagogue chorister Abraham
of Prossnitz (d. c1779), he was adopted after
his father’s death by Meir *Leoni, appar-
ently his uncle, who trained his voice.
Braham made his stage debut in 1787, and
came under the patronage of Abraham
and Benjamin *Goldsmid. From 1797-1801
he performed on the Continent. Having
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returned to England he achieved enormous
success in his career. He composed much
of his repertoire, including The English Fleet
(1803), the opera containing his most popu-
lar song. Although scantly attached to
Judaism, he collaborated with Isaac *Nathan
on A Selection of Hebrew Melodies, Ancient and
Modern (1815). A participant in concerts, ora-
torios, and provincial festivals, he was for
more than a generation regarded as Britain’s
national singer. Frances Elizabeth Anne,
Countess Waldegrave (1821—79), his daugh-
ter by his non-Jewish wife, was a prominent
society figure and political hostess.

ODNB; EJ; JE; J. J. M. Levien, The Singing of John
Braham (1845).

BRAHMS, CARYL see ABRAHAMS, DORIS
CAROLINE

BRAININ, NORBERT (12 March 1923-I10
April 2005), violinist and quartet leader. He
was born in Vienna, the son of a tiled-stove
builder from Belorus who became a fur mer-
chant. He arrived in England in 1938, and in
1946 won the Carl *Flesch Prize for solo vio-
lin at the Guildhall School of Music. He then
formed the Brainin Quartet, which included
Siegmund *Nissel, Peter *Schidlof, and cel-
list Martin Lovett (who married Suzanne
*Rosza); its debut occurred in 1947. With
its name changed to the Amadeus Quartet
it gave its first performance on 10 January
1948 at the Wigmore Hall. The foursome
was occasionally joined by viola player
Cecil *Aronowitz or cellist William Pleeth
to make a quintet. Soon noted as one of the
most acclaimed chamber quartets in the
world, the Amadeus Quartet played together
from 1948-87. It recorded the greater part of
the classical chamber quartet’s repertoire,
specialising in Viennese composers. Both
Tippett’s third string quartet and Britten’s
third string quartet were written for the
Amadeus Quartet. Appointed OBE in 1960,
Brainin received (1963) the Cobbett Medal
for services to chamber music.

Guardian (11 April 2005); New Grove (Amadeus
Quartet); Who's Who in Music; Times (17 Jan. 1973, 20
Nov. 1984).
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BRAMPTON (BRANDON, BRANDAO), Sir
Edward (c1440-1508), adventurer, soldier
and merchant. Born in Lisbon, he is variously
described as the son of a Jewish blacksmith
or of the blacksmith’s Jewish wife and her
lover. Known in Portugal as Duarte Brand3o,
he arrived in England in 1468 and was bap-
tised, taking the forename of his godfather,
Edward IV. He went on to participate in sev-
eral military and naval expeditions on behalf
of King Edward IV, who rewarded him with
land grants and mercantile privileges. From
14825 he was Governor of Guernsey, being
knighted in 1484. He served Edward’s succes-
sor, Richard III, for whom he was on a mis-
sion to Portugal when the Battle of Bosworth
(1485) ended the Yorkist dynasty. He did
not return to England, instead entering the
Portuguese king’s service. He assisted Perkin
Warbeck’s ill-fated bid to supplant Henry VII
on the English throne.

ODNB; JE; EJ; C. Roth, ‘Perkin Warbeck and His
Jewish Master’, JHSET, 9 (1918—20), 143—62; idem,
‘Sir Edward Brampton, Alias Brand4o: Governor
of Guernsey, 1482-5’, Report & Transactions
[Société Guernesiaise], 16 (1955—9).

BRANDON, JOHN RAPHAEL RODRIGUES (5
April 1817-8 October 1877), and BRANDON,
JOSHUA ARTHUR RODRIGUES (g February
1822-11 December 1847), architects. The
London-born brothers, sons of a Sephardi
warehouseman, set up in private practice
in the Strand. Their joint work included
churches, stations on the London to Croydon
railway, and the Colchester Corn Exchange.
They co-authored important architectural
texts, notably Analysis of Gothic Architecture
(1847) and Parish Churches (1848). Their works
became pattern-books for nineteenth-century
architects. John committed suicide; the pass-
ing of his wife and child had compounded the
sorrow that haunted him regarding Joshua’s
early death.

ODNB; E. Jamilly, ‘Anglo-Jewish Architects, and
Architecture in the 18th and 1gth Centuries’, JHSET,

18 (1953-5), 127—41, esp. 135-6.

BRANDON, [OSCAR] HENRY (9 March
1916—20 April 1993), journalist. Born in

Bohemia, the son of a Prague banker named
Brandeis, he studied at universities on the
Continent and came to England in 1939.
Despite not knowing English, he enrolled at
the LSE. He met Iain Lang, Foreign Editor
of the Sunday Times, for whom he wrote arti-
cles on Czech affairs. He then worked as a
journalist in the USA for four years before
formally joining the Sunday Times in 1943.
From 1949-83 he served as its Washington
Correspondent, becoming an esteemed con-
fidant of presidents and political leaders. He
was regarded as so well informed that his
telephone was tapped by President Nixon.
Known for his discretion and intelligence,
Brandon was probably the most powerful for-
eign correspondent in the USA. His wife, the
American divorcée Mabel Wentworth, served
as Social Secretary to President Reagan from
1981-5. Brandon wrote widely on American
matters and foreign policy in such books
as The Retreat of American Power (1973), and
was the author of an autobiography, Special
Relationships (1988).

ODNB.

BRANDON-BRAVO, MARTIN MAURICE (25
March 1932-), politician. From a Sephardi
family resident in Britain since the seven-
teenth century, he was educated at Latymer
Upper School and Trent Polytechnic, and
was Managing Director of a Nottingham
textile company supplying Marks & Spencer
before entering Parliament as Conservative
MP for Nottingham South from 1983—92. He
served as Parliamentary Private Secretary
to the Minister of State, Department of the
Environment (1985—7); to the Minister of State
at the Home Office (1987—9); to the Home
Secretary (1989—90); and to the Lord Privy Seal
(1990—2). Prominent in the British Amateur
Rowing Association, he was appointed OBE
in 2002.

JC (17 April 1993); WW.

BRANDT, GEORGE WILLIAM (8 October
1920—24 September 2007), film maker, play-
wright, and academic. The son of a Berlin
businessman, he settled in London with his
family in the 1930s. He attended King Alfred’s



School before reading modern languages at
UCL. Interned in Canada as an ‘enemy alien’,
he afterwards took an MA at the University of
Winnipeg. In 1945 hejoined the National Film
Board of Canada, at first narrating propa-
ganda films aimed at de-Nazifying Germany
and Austria. Returning to London in 1949,
he worked as a freelance scriptwriter, and in
1951 joined the new film sub-department of
the Drama Department at the University of
Bristol. From 1971-86 he was Director of Film
Studies there. His play The Head of Medusa was
broadcast on radio in 1998. He wrote British
Television Drama (1981) and other books.

JC (28 Dec. 2007); Guardian (27 Nov. 2007).

BRAUDE, ERNEST ALEXANDER RUDOLF
(8 June 1922—23 July 1956), organic chemist.
Born in Berlin, he arrived in Britain in 1937
and was naturalised in 1946. He studied at
Birkbeck College and at Imperial College,
London (PhD, 1945), where he became a
lecturer in 1947. He rose to be Professor of
Organic Chemistry, receiving a DSc in 1955.
A recipient of the Meldola Medal (1950), he
was elected FRIC. He co-edited Determination
of Organic Structures by Physical Methods (1955).
Spectral properties of organic compounds,
vacuum ultraviolet, use of radioactive tracers,
and thermochemical study of organic reac-
tions in the liquid phase were the areas to
which he contributed. He discovered lithium
alkenyls, and pioneered a new method of syn-
thesis of thioctonic acid. He died tragically
young, and although much of his research
was midstream and unpublished, he had pro-
duced over 100 scientific papers.

Times (25 July, 28 July 1956); WWW,; JYB 1956; JC
(21 July 1956); Proceedings of the Chemical Society
(Oct. 1957), 297-8.

BRENNER, SYDNEY (13 January 1927-),
molecularbiologist. Bornin Germiston, South
Africa, the son of an illiterate cobbler from
Lithuania, he was educated at the University
of the Witwatersrand. In 1952 he arrived in
Britain, researching at Exeter College, Oxford
(DPhil., 1954). From 1957—92 he worked at
the University of Cambridge, where he was
Director (1979—86) of the Molecular Biology
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Laboratory. He made important contribu-
tions to the study of genetic codes and other
aspects of molecular biology, having been one
of'the first to learn of the discovery by Watson
and Crick of the helix DNA. He discovered
Messenger RNA and mapped the genetic
code of a nematode worm, the first time this
had been mapped in a living animal. He was
elected FRS in 1965 (Royal Medal 1974; Copley
Medal 1991). In 2002 he was jointly awarded
the Nobel Prize in Medicine. In 1987 he was
made a CH.

WW 2006; Hutchinson Dictionary of Scientific Biology
(1994); L. Wolpert, Sydney Brenner: A Life (2001);
Nature Encyclopedia of the Human Genome, 1 (2003).

BRENT, LESLIE BARUCH (5 July 1925-),
immunologist. Born Lothar Baruch in Koslin,
Prussia (now Koszalin, Poland), he was placed
in a Jewish orphanage and arrived in England
on a Kindertransport in 1938. He served
(1943-7) as a captain in the British army. He
graduated BSc at University of Birmingham
(Vice-Chancellor’s Prize, 1951) and PhD at the
University of London, and was awarded the
Zoological Society’s Scientific Medal (1963).
He was (1965—9) Professor of Zoology at the
University of Southampton and (1969—9o)
Professor of Immunology at St Mary’s
Hospital Medical School. He is internation-
ally known as the co-discoverer of acquired
immunological tolerance and as a pioneer
of organ transplants. From 1976—8 he was
President of the Transplantation Society.

WW; IBDCEE; Annals of Surgery (July 2006), 154-7.

BRESLAW, PHILIP (c1726—c1803), conjuror
and showman. Reputedly born in Berlin, he
brought magic tricks and other entertain-
ments to appreciative London audiences, such
as those at the King’s Arms, near the Royal
Exchange, in 1774 and the Haymarket Theatre
in 1781. He was the first notable performer to
include mind reading in his act, a handbill of
the period advising that ‘particularly he will
communicate the thoughts of one person to
another’. In 1793, at the Great Room, Panton
Street, off the Haymarket, he presented a
nightly show featuring violin soloists, female
singers, a musical whistler, an imitator of
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bird sounds, and his own ‘New-invented
Magical Card Deceptions, Letters, Numbers,
Caskets, Silver Medals, Watches, Gold Boxes,
Silver and Glass Machineries, &c.” Befitting
his magical powers, he performed the unique
feat of expiring twice, his death in Brussels
being reported in the Gentleman’s Magazine in
1783, and in the same periodical in 1803, when
he was said to have died at the ‘Bull and Punch
Bowl’, Liverpool, aged 77. His book Breslaw’s
Last Legacy; or the Magical Companion, published
in London in 1784, was a classic exposition of
the conjuring art. He may have been identical
with Philip Jonas, a contemporary conjuror
who performed at the Angel and Crown in
Whitechapel and at the Bank Coffee-House.
One of these men was presumably the ‘Pheis
Taschenspieler [conjuror]’ who appears in the
records of the Great Synagogue during 1772—3
as being denied membership rights since he
failed to pay a debt he owed the chazan, Isaac
Polack, within the stipulated time-frame.

Roth, HJE; idem, Great Synagogue; Times (9 April
1793); Encyclopaedia Britannica.

BRESLER, FENTON SHEA (22 August 192914
December 2003), barrister, legal pundit, and
writer. Born in Putney into a family of cloth-
ing retailers, he grew up in Brighton from his
early teens, attending grammar school there.
After studying at the Sorbonne and KCL, he
was called to the Bar in 1951 by the Middle
Temple, and established a successful practice.
He became a prolific author and a writer and
broadcaster on legal matters. Often seen on
television, he was in the course of his career
legal advice columnist for the Sunday Express,
the Daily Mail, the Daily Telegraph and She, as
well as for several websites. His books include
Strictly Legal (1958), which made his name,
Reprieve (1965), The Chinese Mafia (1984), Who
Killed John Lennon (1989), Interpol (1992), Law
without a Lawyer (1995), Sex and the Law (1998),
The Daily Telegraph A—Z Guide to Mototing Law,
and biographies of Lord Goddard, Georges
Simenon, and Napoleon III.

Telegraph (17 Dec. 2003); Times (26 Dec. 2003).

BRESSLAU, MARCUS HYMAN (or HEYMAN)
(c1808-15 May 1864), Hebraist and newspaper

editor. Hamburg-born, he settled in England
when young. For some time from 1834 he
was Baal Korah (reader) at the *Western
Synagogue. He then taught Hebrew at the
Westminster Jews’ Free School and went
on to tutor privately. A maskil, he became
involved with M. J. *Raphall’s Hebrew Review
and Magazine of Rabbinical Literature (1834-6).
In October 1844 he was appointed editor
of the relaunched JC by proprietor Joseph
*Mitchell. Prickly and quarrelsome, he
resigned in July 1848 but returned in around
September. He remained until about October
1850. After Mitchell’s death in June 1854 he
became proprietor (his middle name appear-
ing as Heyman) and edited it until February
1855 when new proprietor Abraham *Benisch
succeeded him. Bresslau, who tried vainly to
revive the Hebrew Review, wrote Hebrew poetry,
produced a Hebrew grammar and a Hebrew
dictionary, and translated various Hebrew
manuscripts in the Bodleian Library. Having
perversely spurned offers of employment, he
lived his last years dependent on charity.

ODNB; JC (20 May 1864) misspelled Breslau;
Cesarani, JC.

BRESSLAW, BERNARD (25 February 193411
June 1993), actor. The Stepney-born son of a
tailor’s cutter and a seamstress, he trained
at RADA, where he received the Emile Littler
Award for Most Promising Actor. Very tall,
he became famous for comedic parts in the
long-running television series The Army Game
(Where his gormless character became known
for the plaintive catchphrase ‘I only asked!”)
and 16 Carry On films. He was, however, a
deceptively versatile performer, as his much-
praised Shakespearean roles at the Regent’s
Park Open Air Theatre testified. As a result of
those performances he won the Variety Club
of Great Britain’s Most Promising Newcomer
Award. He played in the TV All-Stars football
team captained by Bernie *Winters. A mem-
ber of Finchley Reform Synagogue, he fre-
quently appeared at Jewish fundraising events
and in 1973 participated in a solidarity march
for Israel that attracted over 20,000 people.
He authored a volume of poetry, Ode to the Dead
Sea Scrolls (1977).

Guardian (14 June 1993); JC (18 June 1993); Who's Who
on Television (1970).
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BRICHTO, SIDNEY (21 July 1936-), Liberal
rabbi and communal leader. Born into a
highly Orthodox family in Philadelphia, he
found himself more at home in Progressive
Judaism, and studied for the rabbinate at
HUC, New York. Upon graduation, he trans-
ferred to England to serve as associate minis-
ter of the LJS (1961—4), after which he became
Executive Vice-President and Director of the
ULPS (1964-89), its first professional head.
Under his guidance, the ULPS expanded from
16 to 25 congregations, while it also shed its
previously lukewarm attitude to the State of
Israel. He helped to improve the financial
and organisational structure of the ULPS and
raised the profile of Liberal Judaism in Britain.
In 1982 he was a co-founder of the Israel
Diaspora Trust and became Chairman of its
Advisory Committee. After leaving the ULPS
he was Director of the Joseph Levy Charitable
Foundation (1989—99). He wrote Funny, You
Don't Look Jewish: Guide to Jews and Jewish Life
(1994), while he also provided a new transla-
tion for The People’s Bible (2000) that was not-
able for its reorganisation of the biblical text.

S. Brichto, Growing Up Jewish in America (2001).

BRIEFEL, SIDNEY (c1897-November 1993),
diamond cutter. Born in Krakow, he moved to
London from Antwerp, and set up business in
Clerkenwell. In 1948, at Buckingham Palace’s
request, he cut the world’s largest pink dia-
mond, the 54-carat Williamson diamond, dis-
covered in the mine at Mwadui, Tanganyika,
which had been given to Princess Elizabeth
as a wedding present. He devised a method
of cutting the diamond to obtain the greatest
weight and purity.

JC (19 Nov. 1993); Times (29 Dec. 1958).

BRIGHT, DANIEL (ALF) (d. April 1961), boxer.
A native East Ender, he was known as Alf Bright
during his boxing career, which flourished for
27 years during the early twentieth century and
consisted of nearly 450 contests, some in the
USA. He foughthis final match in 1929, and was
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later a boxing instructor for the Metropolitan
Police. Beginning as a flyweight, he became
prominent as a heavyweight, fighting major
champions. Somehow, in rescuing two chil-
dren from drowning in the River Lea he badly
injured his eyes, and so lost the chance to meet
Jack Dempsey for the world heavyweight title.
Despite dim sight in his right eye and blindness
in his left he returned to the ring, and with the
proceeds of five matches in the USA bought
himself a tobacconist’s and newsagent’s busi-
ness in Hackney. His brother, Morris Moss
Bright (d. 24 December 1965), joined the Royal
Navy as a rating, and was promoted to the rank
of lieutenant-commander, a comparatively rare
achievement for an entrant from the lower deck.
A recipient of the DSC, he was well-known for
his Jewish communal involvement, especially
as a speaker on Jewish defence platforms.

JC (20Jan. 1939, 7 July 1961, 11 Feb. 1966).

BRIGHT, GERALD (10 August 19o4—4 May
1974), dance bandleader, known simply as
Geraldo. Born in Islington, London, the son
of a master tailor surnamed Walcan-Bright,
he studied at the Royal Academy of Music.
He worked as a cinema pianist accompany-
ing silent films, and then as an organist in a
restaurant. In 1924 he formed his first band.
After visiting South America, he adopted the
name Geraldo and formed the Gaucho Tango
Band (later known as Geraldo and his Sweet
Music), playing throughout the 1930s at the
Savoy Hotel and frequently broadcasting. With
ENSA during the war he entertained troops at
home and abroad, and in 1940 was appointed
Director of Dance Music at the BBC. After the
war he became involved with music manage-
ment, supplying musicians to theatres and
to Cunard liners. He was Musical Director of
Scottish TV and a founder director of Harlech
TV. In 1965 Geraldo married the widowed
Berlin-born Manja Stockler (née Detsinyi; 15
November 1919—2 July 2003), a former piano
prodigy who had arrived in England with her
first husband in 1936. ‘Mrs Geraldo’ helped
her husband with the business and ran it after
his death, and later remarried. A prominent
benefactor of institutions and orchestras in
both Britain and Israel, she was made an Hon.
Fellow of the Royal College of Music in 1987,
when known as Manja Leigh. Bright’s twin,
Sidney Bright, who qualified LRAM, was a
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pianistwho led the Piccadilly Players (1929—31),
accompanied many orchestras, formed a trio
and a sextet, and later worked as a solo pianist
at the Café Royal. He was Choirmaster at the
North London Synagogue.

ODNB; JC (10 May 1974, 8 Aug. 2003); P. Hardy, The
Faber Companion to 20th Century Popular Music (2001);
J. Chilton, WW of British Jazz (2nd ed. 2004).

BRIGHT, HENRY (1817-24 February 1904),
local politician. Born in Sheffield, he became
amaker of clocks and watches in Leamington,
like his father Isaac Bright. A cousin of Henry
*Micholls, he became a town councillor and
alderman there. Between 1876 and 1882 he
served three terms as mayor. During the
1870s, as Chairman of the Water and Sewage
Committee, he secured the town’s first pure
water supply. In 1880 a tall granite obelisk
was erected in tribute to him beside the new
town hall. He presided at a local public meet-
ing on 13 February 1882 to denounce Tsarist
persecution of Jews and contribute to the
Mansion House Fund opened on Russian
Jewry’s behalf. That same year he joined the
Leeds branch of the AJA.

JC (17 Feb., 21 July 1882); G. Morley, History of Royal
Leamington Spa (1889); T. B. Dudley, A Complete
History of Royal Leamington Spa (1896); Leamington Spa
Courier (26 Feb., 4, 18 March 1904).

BRIGHT, HORATIO (c1828—3 February 1906),
steel and die manufacturer. His family of jew-
ellers had settled in Sheffield around 1786.
He and his three brothers attended Leopold
*Neumegen’s Jewish boarding school in
London, butall married non-Jews. Buxton-born
Horatio, who in 1849 married the daughter of
Sheffield cutler and steel manufacturer Thomas
Turton, began as a traveller for the steel firm of
Turton Brothers & Mappin. He later established
his own firm, Bright & Co. of Sheffield, which
made high-quality dies for the Royal Mint. He
also became a steel manufacturer in Sheffield,
and left £137,000. He ceased to have any reli-
gious beliefs after the deaths of his first wife
and their son, and refused to support sectarian
charities of any kind, although he once lapsed
from this rule by giving £2 towards extending
the Sheftield Jewish Cemetery. By his express

wish he was buried without religious ceremony
or mourners, his body being taken by hired
omnibus from his Sheffield home to his private
mausoleum at Moscar, near Ecclesfield.

JC (9, 16 Feb., 11 May 1906); Pollins, Economic History;
http://[www.ancestry.com; online sources.

BRIGHTEN (née Cohen), HILDA RACHEL
(c1886-1977), songwriter, poet, and editor.
The daughter of Edgar Israel *Cohen, she
married in 1908. Her song Everybody Loves
Me but the Girl I Love, with music by American
composer MelvilleJ. Gideon, was published in
London in 1915. Another song, Mouse Mouse,
was a music hall hit. Her Lavender Ghosts, and
Other Poems appeared in 1920. She edited a
short-lived weekly, the Jewish Woman (1925-6).
She authored a lively memoir, No Bridge to
Yesterday (1949). Strictly observant, she regu-
larly attended synagogue up to her death.

Times (31 Jan. 1933); JC (3 Feb. 1933, 22 July 1949, 4
June 1971, 9 Dec. 1977); http://www.ancestry.com
shows that her birth was registered during the first
quarter of 1886.

BRIGHTON and HOVE, adjacent towns on the
south coast of England. Jews began to settle in
Brighton in the middle of the eighteenth cen-
tury, when Brighthelmstone (as it was then
known) began its transformation from fish-
ing village to fashionable resort. The first resi-
dent who can positively be identified as Jewish
was living there in 1767. Wealthy Jews flocked
there, including the *Goldsmid family at the
beginning of the nineteenth century and the
*Sassoons at the end. *Disraeli’s mother was
brought up there. A synagogue opened in Jew
Street in 1792. For 12 years Henry Solomon,
who served as Vice-President of the congre-
gation and was the brother-in-law of Brighton
Guardian founder Levi E. *Cohen, headed the
local police force; in 1844 he was killed by an
apprehended thiefwho bashed him on the head
with a poker and was duly hanged at Horsham
gaol. David *Mocatta designed Brighton’s rail-
way station — and the town’s first synagogue.
Several single-sex boarding schools for Jewish
children were established in Brighton dur-
ing the nineteenth century, including one in
Buckingham Place run by Louis *Loewe and



his wife. The synagogue of the Brighton (now
the Brighton and Hove) Hebrew Congregation
in Middle Street, affiliated to the *United
Synagogue, was opened in 1875; subsequently
a branch synagogue was established in nearby
Hove. Its ministers have included Rabbi I. N.
Fabricant, who served for 41 years, and Rabbi
Dr J. *Unsdorfer. In 1931 a more traditionally
East European Orthodox shul opened in Hove’s
Holland Road. Its first spiritual leader was
Rabbi B. L. Wilner; its minister in the 1970s
was Rabbi S. Leperer. A Liberal Synagogue
opened around the corner in 1935. Its minister
in the 1970s was Rev M. Benjamin. A Reform
Synagogue was founded in Palmeira Avenue,
Hove, in about 1966. Its minister in the 1970s
was Rabbi E. S. Rosenblum, succeeded after his
retirement in 1984 by Rabbi Dr J. Collick. The
opening of the University of Sussex in the 1960s
broughta number of Jewish academics and stu-
dents to the Brighton area. Jewish affairs are
coordinated by the Brighton and Hove Jewish
Council. Emile Maurice Marx (1875-1932), later
a London barrister, was Mayor of Brighton in
1903; Lewis Coleman Cohen (d. 1966) in 1956—7;
and Alfred Feld in 1978—9. Barnett Marks was
Mayor of Hove 1910-13, Norman N. Freedman
in 1969—70, and Sydney Lovegrove 1972—4. In
1997 Lesley Wilkins, a former council member
of Brighton and Hove Progressive Synagogue,
became Mayor of Haywards Heath. The Jewish
population of Brighton and Hove (1968) was
estimated at 7500: the proximity of the twin
resorts to London ensured their popularity
with Jewish business people, with a sizeable
proportion commuting to London on what
was dubbed ‘The Jerusalem Express’. In the
mid-1990s the combined Jewish population of
Brighton and Hove numbered approximately
10,000. The 2001 British census found that
there were 3358 declared Jews (by religious
affiliation); the actual number of Jews was
probably much higher.

JC (27 Jan. 1860, 12 April 1996, 23 May 1997); Roth,
Rise; D. Spector, ‘The Jews of Brighton, 1779-1900’,
JHSET, 22 (1968-9), 42—52; idem, ‘Brighton Jewry
Reconsidered’, JHSET, 30 (1987-8), 91-124; JYB;
Jolles.

BRILLIANT, FREDDA (7 April 1903—25 May
1999), sculptor and actress. Sometimes known
as Alfredda, she was born in Lodz, the daughter
of a diamond specialist. During the 1920s the
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family lived in Melbourne, Australia, where she
acted in Yiddish theatre, and then in New York,
where she studied operatics and took up sculpt-
ing. In 1935 she married a non-Jewish transla-
tor and film maker, Herbert Marshall (d. 1991),
and from 1935—7, imbued with leftist idealism,
they lived in Moscow. Afterwards they resided
in Sussex, except for the period 1966—89, when
Marshall was Professor of Soviet and East
European Studies at the University of Southern
Illinois at Carbondale. The couple wrote the ori-
ginal screenplay of The Proud Valley (1939), star-
ring Paul Robeson. In 1947 Fredda starred on
the London stage in the anti-fascist play Thunder
Rock, directed by Marshall and co-starring
Michael Redgrave and Albert Finney. A flam-
boyantly dressed eccentric prone to extrava-
gant displays of emotion, she made sculptures
of many notable figures, including Robeson,
Sir Maurice Bowra, Sir John *Rothenstein,
Christopher Fry, Sergei Eisenstein, Molotov,
Mahatma Gandhi (which stands in Tavistock
Square), Krishna Menon (in Fitzroy Square),
Nehru, Indira Gandhi, and Elie Wiesel. Elected
FRSA, she was a member of the Society of
Portrait Sculptors. She published a novel, The
Black Virgin, Truth in Fiction, and Biographies in
Bronze (all 1986), and Women in Power (1987).

Who’s Who in World Jewry 1965; JC (16 June 1950, 5 July
1963); Independent (22 June 1999); WWW.

BRINK, CHARLES OSCAR (13 March 19o7—2
March 1994), classical scholar and academic.
Educated at school and university in Berlin,
where his father practised law, Karl Oskar
Levy converted toJudaismin 1931 and changed
his surname. Obtaining a doctorate, he was
based in Munich until 1938 when he fled to
England, where he embraced Anglicanism.
Apart from a short period of internment as
an ‘enemy alien’ he worked for four years on
the Oxford Latin Dictionary project. He was
Senior Classics Master at Magdalen College
School (1943-8), and then taught at the
University of St Andrews until 1951, when
he was appointed Professor of Latin at the
University of Liverpool. From 1954-74 he held
the Kennedy Chair of Latin at the University
of Cambridge. Owing to university politics
he narrowly missed appointment in 1959 as
Master of Gonville & Caius College.

ODNB.
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BRISCOE, ROBERT (2 September 1894—31
May 1969), politician and communal leader
in Ireland. The best-known Irish Jew in public
life, he was born in Dublin, where his father, a
shochet, fled after a Russian pogrom. He was
educated at the Kildare Street School and St
Andrew’s College, Dublin. From 1917 he was
an active member of Fianna Eirann and later
of the IRA, becoming a member of its head-
quarters staff under Michael Collins. He was
then a close associate of Eamon de Valera, who
sent him to the USA to secure support for the
Irish independence movement. Briscoe served
in the Irish Dail from 1927-65 representing
de Valera’s Fianna Fail party; he was the Irish
Parliament’s only Jewish member. From 1928
he also served on the Dublin City Council, fam-
ously becoming Lord Mayor of Dublin in 1956—
and 1961—2. From the 1930s he was also a strong
supporter of Vladimir Jabotinsky and assisted
the Irgun in Palestine. In 1948 he visited the
newly created State of Israel with de Valera.
He served as President of the Dublin Board of
Shechitah and was active in Jewish communal
life. In 1957, as Lord Mayor of Dublin, he led
the St Patrick’s Day Parade in New York. The
spectacle of a Jewish Mayor of Dublin caught
the American popular imagination, and he
became celebrated in the USA. His mayoralty
was mentioned in an episode of Kojak, the
American television series, and Yogi Berra, the
famous American baseball player renowned
for his malapropisms, on hearing that the
Mayor of Dublin was Jewish, is supposed to
have said ‘Only in America!’ Briscoe’s funeral
was one of the largest ever seen in Dublin, and
was attended by de Valera and many other lead-
ers. Briscoe wrote an autobiography, For the Life
of Me (1959). After his death a Robert Briscoe
Award was established to honour Jews who
helped Ireland or Irish immigrants to the USA.
His son Ben Briscoe also served, in 1988—9, as
Lord Mayor of Dublin.

EJ; JC (6 June 1969); Keogh, Jews in Twentieth Century
Ireland.

BRISTOL, where a Jewish community existed
in the Middle Ages, was home to a number of
Marranos during Tudor times. By the 1750s
there was a Jewish community there. It used
an old house as a synagogue until 1786, when,
under thelayleadership of glassmaker Lazarus
*Jacobs, it took over the former Weavers’ Hall

in Temple Street. Their chazan in those for-
mative years was Rev. Zvi Hirsch Kalisch,
who had been associated with Samuel *Falk,
the ‘London Baal Shem’, and was the forebear
of Henry H. *Collins. From 1825-38 a rival
synagogue existed, founded by secessionists.
In 1842 the congregation, united once more,
moved into a new synagogue in the former
Quaker Meeting House in a court between
Temple Street and Temple Back. The building
was renovated in 1857, but in the late 1860s it
was demolished to make way for civic develop-
ment, and the temporarily homeless congre-
gation then worshipped in a room at premises
in Lower College Green. In 1871 the present
(purpose-built) synagogue, in Park Row, was
consecrated. The arrival of refugees from
Eastern Europe after 1881 increased the com-
munity, which numbered about 850 by 1905.
The congregation’s ministers have included
Revs. A. Barnett (served 1829—38), A. L. *Green
(1838—51), J. Benjamin (1844-80), B. *Berliner
(1871-8), A. H. Eisenberg (1880—96, 1897-
1902), E. Ritblatt (1893-6, 1897—27), J. Abelson
(1899-1906), B. Paletz (19o7-19), Rabbi H.
Swift (1925-34), Rev. S. L. Sussman (1934—44),
Rev. M. Modell (1962—92), and Rabbi H. Simon
(1993—2002). The Bristol Liberal Jewish Group
was founded in 1961 owing to the efforts of
Len Hart, who had moved there from York. It
affiliated to the ULPS (since renamed Liberal
Judaism) the following year. Known since
1969 as the Bristol and West Progressive
Jewish Congregation, it has about 140 mem-
bers. Its synagogue in Banner Road, Easton,
consecrated in 1975, was enlarged in 1988 and
again in 2003. In recent years the minister has
been Rabbi Hadassah Davis. The 2001 Census
indicated a Jewish population in Bristol of
823, roughly double what it was 40 years earl-
ier. The first Jewish Lord Mayor of Bristol was
Helen Bloom (1971). (See also Polack House.)

J. Samuel, Jews in Bristol (1997); Roth, Rise; JYB.

BRITISH SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION
OF THE BIBLE AMONGST THE JEWS, THE,
was a Nonconformist organisation dedicated
to converting Jews to Christianity. Founded
in 1842 with millenarian expectations, it pub-
lished a periodical called the Jewish Herald.
With the expansion of its activities beyond
the British Isles the society was renamed the
International Society for the Evangelisation of



the Jews. In 1976 it merged with the Barbican
Mission to the Jews to form the organisation
Christian Witness to Israel. The Barbican
Mission had been established in London’s
East End in 1879 to spread the Christian gos-
pelamong the district’s Jews. Itwas conducted
by Hebrew Christians, as Jewish converts
were termed. Additionally, in response to the
mass arrival in the East End of Russian and
Polish Jews after 1881 the (Anglican) Bishop
of Stepney’s Fund was set up to finance pros-
elytising efforts. (See also London Society for
Promoting Christianity amongst the Jews.)

BRITTAN, Sir LEON, BARON BRITTAN OF
SPENNITHORNE (25 September 1939-), pol-
itician and barrister. The son of a doctor and
educated at Haberdashers’ Aske’s School and
Trinity College, Cambridge, where he was
President of the Union in 1960, he was called to
the Bar by the Inner Temple in 1962 (QC, 1978;
Bencher, 1983). He was Chairman of the Bow
Group in 1964—5 and served as Conservative MP
for Cleveland and Whitby (February 1974-83)
and for Richmond, Yorkshire (1983-8). A con-
sistent pro-European, he became Vice-President
of the Commission of the EC (1989—93) and a
United Kingdom EC Commissioner (1989—99).
In Parliament he held a variety of major posi-
tions, including Minister of State at the
Home Office (1979—81), Chief Secretary to the
Treasury (1981-3), Home Secretary (1983-5),
and Secretary of State for Trade and Industry
(1985-6), and was a member of Mrs Thatcher’s
Cabinet from 198r-January 1986, when he
resigned over the Westland Helicopter affair.
Knighted in 1989 and made a life peer in 2000,
he has written widely on political affairs, and is
the brother of Sir Samuel *Brittan.

Jolles; Stenton; WW.

BRITTAN, Sir SAMUEL (29 December 1933-),
financial journalist and writer. The brother of
*Sir Leon Brittan, Baron Brittan, he was edu-
cated at Kilburn Grammar School and atJesus
College, Cambridge (First in Economics). He
worked for the Financial Times before becoming
Economics Editor of the Observer (1961—4) and a
leading columnist for the Financial Times from
1966 (Assistant Editor, 1978—95). He was a crit-
ical supporter of Thatcherite economic policy.
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His many books include Left or Right: The Bogus
Dilemma (1968), The Delusion of Incomes Policy
(1979), Capitalism With a Human Face (1995), and
Against the Flow (2005). The recipient of several
prizes and honorary degrees, including the
George Orwell Prize for Political Journalism
in 1980, he was knighted in 1993, an unusual
honour for a newspaper columnist and evi-
dence of his high reputation.

Ww.

BRODETSKY, SELIG (5 July 1888-18 May 1954),
communal and Zionist leader and mathemat-
ics professor. He was born in Olviopol in the
Ukraine, the son of a synagogue official. His
family barely escaped with their lives from a
pogrom and settled in London’s East End in
1893. He attended the JFS there and the Central
Foundation School in the City, and in 1905 won
a mathematics scholarship to Trinity College,
Cambridge, an extraordinary achievement.
In 1908 he was bracketed Senior Wrangler.
This caused an enormous sensation among
East End Jewry, in part because an impover-
ished immigrant had scaled the heights of
the ‘Establishment’, and made his a familiar
name in the Jewish community. Following
graduate work, he held teaching posts at the
University of Bristol, where he specialised
in mathematical engineering, and at the
University of Leeds, where he held the Chair of
Mathematics from 1924—48. He is best-known
to the Jewish community as a leading Zionist,
and from 1928 was a member of the World
Zionist Executive. His unopposed election in
1940 as President of the Board of Deputies is
often seen as one of the great turning-points
in Anglo-Jewish life, when pro-Zionist, post-
1881 immigrants gained the leadership of the
community from the old *‘Cousinhood’ elite.
Controversy surrounded many aspects of his
presidential term, especially the emotive ques-
tion of whether more could have been done to
rescue European Jewry during the Holocaust.
He was appointed President of the HUJ in 1949,
butreturned to England in 1951 after suffering
a massive heart attack. He wrote an interest-
ing posthumously published autobiography,
Memoirs: From Ghetto to Israel (1960).

ODNB; P. Shatzkes, Holocaust and Rescue: Impotence
or Indifference> Anglo-Jewry, 1938—1945 (2002);
Rubinstein, JGB; Alderman, MBJ.
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BRODIE, Sir ISRAEL (10 May 1895-13 February
1979), Chief Rabbi. Born in Newcastle upon
Tyne, the son of a commercial traveller from
Kovno, he attended Rutherford College as
well as the Billa Place Talmud Torah and later
received instruction from Rabbi Tarshish
Sandelson. He enrolled in 1912 at both *Jews’
College (where he had a prize-winning car-
eer) and UCL, graduating in 1915 with a First
in Hebrew, Arabic, and Syriac. Following tem-
porary ministerial posts in Newcastle and
Hammersmith he proceeded to Balliol College,
Oxford, on an Alfred Louis Cohen Scholarship
(for which British-born candidates for the rab-
binate who had studied at Jews’ College were
eligible). In 1921, after spending 1917-19 as an
army chaplain in France, he obtained a BLitt
for his thesis on the textual origins of Karaism.
He did voluntary work with the Stepney Jewish
Lads’ Club, and immediately after receiving
semikhah, became minister of the Melbourne
Hebrew Congregation (1923—37). In 1939 he was
appointed to teach homiletics at Jews’ College.
Made an army chaplain in 1940, he served in
France, and after Dunkirk become an RAF
chaplain in Cairo, successfully challenging
Britain’s refusal to employ as pilots the many
airmen from Palestine whom he found there.
In 1944 he succeeded Mark *Gollop as Senior
Jewish Chaplain to the forces, exchanging his
squadron-leader’s uniform for that of an army
lieutenant-colonel. In June 1948 he was selected
to succeed Chief Rabbi J. H. *Hertz, his short-
listed rivals being Alexander *Altmann and
Kopul *Rosen. The first Chief Rabbi both born
and bred in Britain, he quickly made pastoral
visits to most provincial Jewish communities.
He visited Kenya, the Rhodesias, and South
Africa in 1950, and Australia and New Zealand
in 1952. In 1953 he controversially ruled that
only children of Jewish-born mothers or moth-
ers converted to Judaism under auspices recog-
nised by himselfand the Beth Dinshould remain
in classes given by the London Board of Jewish
Religious Education. He energetically pursued
plans for a purpose-built building (opened
1957) for Jews’ College. He often visited Israel,
and was President of the Mizrachi Organisation
of Great Britain. In 1962, after years of resist-
ance, he allowed the Sephardi pronunciation of
Hebrew to be used in day schools and Hebrew
classes, but not in the synagogues under his
authority. In 1957 he convened what became a
standing conference of (Orthodox) European
rabbis. The most critical episode in his career
was the divisive and bitter Louis *Jacobs Affair

(1962—4). For 17 years he was Joint President of
the Council of Christians and Jews. In 1965 he
resigned as Chief Rabbi, the first incumbent to
do so, becoming President of Jews’ College and
receiving a festschrift, Essays Presented to ... Israel
Brodie (2 vols, 1967), to mark his 7oth birthday.
The recipient of many honorary academic dis-
tinctions, he was knighted in 1969. His war-
time moral leadership courses were published
in Wherein I Glory (1948). He edited, with J.
*Rabbinowitz, A Word in Season (1959), consist-
ing of addresses and sermons by A. *Biichler,
and edited the extensive thirteenth-century
Etz Hayyim of Jacob ben Judah of London (pub-
lished 1962—).

ODNB; JC (16 Nov. 1951, 16 Feb. 1979); ADB.

BRODSKY, ADOLPH DAVIDOVICH (2
April 185122 January 1929), violinist, con-
ductor, and musical educator. A violinist’s
son, born in Taganrog, Sea of Azov, Russia,
he premiered as a violinist in Odessa aged
nine. After studying in Vienna, he became
a leading violinist and musical educator,
and gave the world premiere performance
(Vienna, 1881) of Tchaikovsky’s violin con-
certo, with the composer dedicating it to him.
Brodsky taught violin (1883—91) at the Leipzig
Conservatoire, at one time famously host-
ing a Christmas dinner at his house at which
Tchaikovsky, Brahms, and Greig — who had
never met before — were seated next to each
other. In Leipzig, he also formed the Brodsky
Quartet, which became famous in Germany;
it should not be confused with a modern
quartet of the same name, founded in 1972.
Brodsky spent 1891—4 as Concertmaster of the
New York Philharmonic. In 1895 he became
Concertmaster of the Hallé Orchestra in
Manchester and was Principal (1896-1929) of
the Royal Manchester College of Music.

Times (23 Jan. 1929); Grove.

BRODUM, WILLIAM (fl. 1767-1824), quack.
His real name was apparently Issachar
Cohen, and his birthplace was probably
Copenhagen. Arriving in London as a young
man, he worked as a hawker for a purveyor of
patent remedies. In 1791 he obtained the MD
degree from Marischal College, Aberdeen,



having produced the requisite fee and all
that was otherwise needed — the recommen-
dation of two qualified physicians. He then
developed medicaments, issuing extravagant
claims regarding their ability to cure many
disparate diseases in Guide to Old Age, or, A
Cure for the Indiscretions of Youth (2 vols, 1795)
dedicated to George III, and other publica-
tions. He withstood both a challenge from
the RCP for practising medicine without its
licence and an attempt by Marischal College
to strip him of his medical degree. In 1798 he
became a steward for a fund-raising banquet
to establish a free school for the children of
the Jewish poor, but was dismissed when the
organisers learned that on being naturalised
that same year he had sworn allegiance to
the Anglican Church. He left bequests to the
Westminster Hospital and to the Foundling
Hospital, London.

ODNB.

BRON, ELEANOR (14 March 1938-), actress
and author, Born in Stanmore, the daughter
of a music publisher, she attended the North
London Collegiate School and read Modern
Languages at Newnham College, Cambridge.
She began her stage career in a Cambridge
Footlightsrevuein 1959, and firstcameto pub-
lic attention during the 1960s as a member of
a London revue troupe, ‘The Establishment’.
She appeared in the 1960s satirical television
series Not So Much a Programme, More a Way
of Life, as well as in the Beatles’ vehicle Help!
(1965), Alfie (1966), and Women in Love (1969).
Her name apparently inspired the title of Paul
McCartney’s song Eleanor Rigby. More recently,
she had a recurrent role in the BBC TV sitcom
Absolutely Fabulous. Her several books include
The Pillow Book of Eleanor Bron (1987).

JC (6 Nov. 1998); online sources.

BRONOWSKI, JACOB (18 January 19o8—22
August 1974), scientist, author, and broad-
caster. He was born in Lodz, Poland, the son of
a haberdasher. The family came to England in
1920. Educated at London’s Central Foundation
SchoolandatJesus College, Cambridge (Firstin
Mathematics; PhD, 1933), he taught from 1934
until 1942 at University College, Hull. After
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serviceas a scientificadvisor during the Second
World War, he was Director (1950—9) of the
Coal Research Establishment at the National
Coal Board, and from 1959—63 was Director-
General of Process Development there, spe-
cialising in producing smokeless coal. Earlier
he had written The Poet’s Defence (1939), in which
he related science and poetry, and from the
1950s became famous as the author of such
works as Science and Human Values (1958) on the
social role of science, and for his participation
in the BBC’s The Brains Trust and his renowned
thirteen-part BBC television series, The Ascent
of Man (1973). He is also credited with introdu-
cing the concept of the ‘two cultures’ (science
and the arts) later made famous by C. P. Snow.
Elected FRSL, from 1964 he taught at the Salk
Institute in San Diego, California. He died in
Long Island, New York.

ODNB; JC (27 April 1973).

BROOK, PETER STEPHEN PAUL (21 March
1925-), theatre and film director. The son of
a pharmaceutical manufacturer from Latvia,
he was educated at Gresham’s School, at
Westminster School, and at Magdalen College,
Oxford. One of the best-known theatre and,
on occasion, film directors of recent years,
he adapted The Beggar’s Opera, with Laurence
Olivier, in 1953, and directed the musical The
House of Flowers in 1954. He worked at the Royal
Opera House and at the Royal Shakespeare
Company until 1971, producing both
Shakespeare’s plays and experimental works.
He attracted much publicity in the 1960s for
experimenting with the so-called ‘Theatre of
Cruelty’, adapted from the French stage, and is
perhaps best known for staging Peter Weiss’s
Marat/Sade in 1965. He has also directed many
notable films, including The Lord of the Flies
(1963), Marat/Sade (1967), and a new version of
Hamlet (2002). One of the most acclaimed dir-
ectors in Britain, he was made a CH in 1998. He
has written an autobiography, Threads of Time:
Recollections (1999). Studies of Brook’s career
include Peter Helfer and Glenn Loney, eds.,
Peter Brook: Oxford to Orghast (1998) and Andrew
Todd and Jean-Guy Lecat, eds., The Open Circle:
Peter Brook’s Theatre Environment (2003).

EJ; WW; P. Helfer and G. Loney, eds., Peter Brook:
Oxford to Orghast (1998); A. Todd and J.-G. Lecat, eds.,
The Open Circle: Peter Brook’s Theatre Environment (2003).
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BROOKNER, ANITA (16 July 1928-), novel-
ist and art historian. Born in London into a
middle-class family of Polish background in
the tobacco trade, she was educated at KCL and
the Courtauld Institute of Art. She lectured at
the University of Reading from 1959—64, and
from 1967 at the Courtauld Institute. In 1967-8
she was Slade Professor of Art at the University
of Cambridge, the first woman to hold that
post. A prolific novelist since 1981, she won the
Booker Prize for Fiction with her novel Hotel du
Lac (1984). She was appointed CBE in 199o0.

Online sources.

BROOKS, ELKIE (25 February 1945-), singer.
Known for pop, rock, ballads, blues and jazz,
she was born Elaine Bookbinder in Salford,
Greater Manchester, to a musical family: her
brother Tony Mansfield was a member of the
1960s pop group The Dakotas. Embarking on a
singing career in her teens, she achieved a num-
ber of hits during the 1970s, 1980s, and 19gos.

Online sources.

BROTMAN, ADOLPH GEDALIAH (17 June
1896—13 February 1970), chief executive of the
*Board of Deputies. Educated at the City of
London School and at KCL (First in Sciences),
he became a science teacher. From 1926—31
he lived in Baghdad, where he was Education
Advisor to the local Jewish community. He
then served as Assistant Secretary (1931-2),
Acting Secretary (1932—4), and Secretary or
Chief Executive to the *Board of Deputies
from 1934-66. He also served in the latter
capacity to the AJA. Described as the ‘ideal
Jewish civil servant’, he helped to organise
the Central British Fund for Jewish refugees
fleeing the Nazis, and organised the *Wiener
Library’s transfer to London. He also served
during the momentous years of the estab-
lishment of the State of Israel, and was the
Board’s Executive Director under six different
presidents. His wife was Bernard *Homa’s
sister. Samuel *Stamler was his son-in-law.

JC (20 Feb., 13 March 1970); Newman, Board; P.
Shatzkes, Holocaust and Rescue: Impotent or Indifferent?
Anglo-Jewry 1938—45 (2002).

BROUDIE, IAN ZACHARY (4 August 1958-),
musician and producer. Born in Liverpool,
the son of a businessman, he began his career
with the punk group Big, and became famous
as front man for The Lightning Seeds. As a
producer he has worked with such bands as
Echo, The Bunnymen, The Fall, The Coral,
and The Zutons. His brother Robert Broudie
(1948-17 October 2006) was a prominent
Liverpool lawyer.

JC (15 Nov. 1996, 14 Nov. 1997, 20 Oct. 20006, 16 Feb.
2007); Observer (4 Feb. 2007).

BROWN, GEORGIA (21 October 1933-5 July
1992), musical comedy star and jazz singer. Of
distinctive husky tones, shewas born Lilian C.
Klot in Whitechapel, the niece of Ray *Burns,
and was educated at the Central Foundation
School for Girls. starting as a blues singer
with the Brady Girls’ Club. Trained as a mill-
inery designer, she sang in cabaretat the Stork
Club, taking her stage name from the song
Sweet Georgia Brown. In 1956 Sam*Wanamaker
cast her as Lucy in Brecht’s Threepenny Opera,
which played in London and Broadway. In
1960 she began her triumphant role as Nancy
in Lionel *Bart’s musical Oliver! and in 1963
starred in his Maggie May! She based her-
self in the USA but regularly visited Britain,
where she appeared in 42nd Street (1984) and
Steven *Berkoff’s Greek (1988). She had parts
in several films, notably Lock Up Your Daughters
(1969) and Tom Jones (1976), and in episodes of
television series.

JC (10 July 1992).

BROWN, MALCOLM DENIS (24 March
1936-), historian and archivist. He was
Assistant Keeper of Manuscripts at the
British Museum and a lecturer (1969—81)
in the Extra-Mural Department of the
University of London. He served as President
of the JHSE in 1996-8. His published works
include a catalogue of mementos (1968) at
the Salomons Museum in Tunbridge Wells,
Kent, which preserved the home of Sir David
*Salomons.

JYB.



BROWN, Sir SIMON DENIS, BARON BROWN
OF EATON-UNDER-HEYWOOD (9 April
1937-), judge. Educated at Stowe and Worcester
College, Oxford, after National Service (1955—7)
he was called to the Bar by the Middle Temple
in 1961 (Harmsworth Scholar). He served
as a Recorder (1979-84) and as First Junior
Treasury Counsel (1979—84). He then served
as a Judge of the High Court, Queen’s Bench
Division (1984-92), Lord Justice of Appeal
(1992—2004), Vice-President, Court of Appeal of
the Civil Division (2001-3), and Lord of Appeal
in Ordinary from 2004. He was President of
the Security Service Tribunal from 1989—2000,
and of the Intelligence Services Tribunal from
1995—2000, and chaired the European Union
Sub-Committee E from 2005. Knighted in
1984, he became a Privy Councillor in 1992 and
alife peerin 2004. In 1998 he led a delegation of
the UJIA’s Bar and Bench Committee to Israel
for the dedication of one ofits projects, a resi-
dential block at the Neve Amiel Youth Village
near Haifa. He argued strongly in favour of the
JES at the latter’s unsuccessful appeal hearing
in the Supreme Court in 2009.

JC (10 March 1989, 17 July 1998, 18 Dec. 2009); Dod;
WW; Jolles.

BROWN, SOLOMON (25 August 19214
January 2008), Orthodox rabbi. An East End
native, he studied at the *Yeshivah Etz Chaim.
From 1942—7 he served the Hornsey and Wood
Green Synagogue and headed the Redman’s
Road Talmud Torah. He spent 1947-50 as
senior Jewish chaplain stationed in Germany,
Austria, and Trieste. From 1951-92 he was
senior minister to the Leeds United Hebrew
Congregation. In 1956 he received a doctorate
from the University of Leeds for his work on
Samaritan liturgy. Waters of Life (1975) is a col-
lection of his sermons. A regular columnist
for the Yorkshire Post, in 1982 he was appointed
OBE for his interfaith work.

JC (z Feb. 2008).

BROWN, TEDDY (19oo—30 April 1946), xyl-
ophonist, saxophonist, and drummer. An
American whose real name was Abraham
Himmelbrand, he played xylophone in the New
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York Philharmonic Orchestra before moving
to popular music. Arriving in London in 1926,
he formed his own orchestra in 1927, perform-
ing various night spots in London and Paris.
He also played the xylophone on stage, includ-
ing at the Royal Variety Performance in 1931;
on radio, becoming associated with The Crazy
Gang; and in films. He died in Birmingham.

JC (3 May, 20 Dec. 1946: gives his name as Abraham
Himmel Brand); Oxford Companion to Popular Music
(1991); online sources.

BROWNE, Sir JOHN PHILIP, BARON
BROWNE OF MADINGLEY (20 February
1948-), businessman and scientist. His
mother was an Auschwitz survivor. He was
educated at the King’s School, Ely, St John’s
College, Cambridge, and Stanford University,
with degrees in physics, engineering, and
business. He joined British Petroleum in
1966 and was Group Treasurer (1984—6),
Executive Vice-President, and Group Chief
Executive (from 1998) of BP PLC (formerly BP
Amoco). Knighted in 1998, he received a life
peerage in 2001. He became President of the
British Association for the Advancement of
Science in 2006, and has received many hon-
orary degrees. In May 2007 he resigned as
Chairman of BP following newspaper reports
concerning his private life and information
that he allegedly gave to the police; his resig-
nation was widely reported in the media.

Dod; WW.

BROWSE, LILLIAN GERTRUDE (21 April
1906—2 December 2005), art dealer and
author. London-born as Lily Gertie Browse,
and Johannesburg-raised, she began work in
1931 at a gallery in Old Bond Street. In 1945
she and two refugees from Germany, Henry
Roland and Gustav Delbanco, co-founded
a gallery in Cork Street, Mayfair, known
from 1977 as Browse and Darby. While deal-
ing in Old Masters it specialised in modern
works, which she had made her speciality,
and started a trend for ‘Christmas present’
exhibitions of modestly priced works. She
befriended young British artists, and revived
interest in neglected figures including



132 Brozel, Philip

Degas, Augustus John, and Walter Sickert.
Trained as a ballerina, during the 1950s she
was Ballet Critic for the Spectator. In 1998 she
was appointed CBE.

L. Browse, Duchess of Cork Street: The Autobiography
of an Art Dealer (1999); Daily Telegraph (9 Dec. 2005);
Independent (17 Dec. 2005); Guardian (21 Dec. 2005);
JC (13 Jan. 2006).

BROZEL, PHILIP (c1868—23 December 1927),
tenor. Russian-born, he did tailoring work
after first arriving in the East End, and was a
prize-winning student at the Royal Academy
of Music. Under the direction of Sir Augustus
Harris (who was not himselfJewish, although
he was widely believed to be) Brozel was the
first tenor to sing the English version of Canio
in Pagliacci at the Royal Opera House, Covent
Garden. Hewas also the first English Siegfried,
and appeared as Herod in Salome, under (Sir)
Thomas Beecham. His many Wagnerian roles
brought him international recognition. He
sang in several European capitals and in New
York. Elected FRAM in 1902, he later taught
singing at the Zolian Hall in Bond Street.

Times (9 Dec. 1911, 24 Dec. 1927); JC (19 Sept. 1902,
30 Dec. 1927, 6 Jan. 1928); Musical Times (March
1928), 268; ibid. (March 1980), 162; K. J. Kutsch,
Grosses Sdngerlexikon, 1 (1997).

BUCHLER, ADOLPH (ADOLF) (18 October
1867-19 February 1939), scholar and edu-
cationist. Born in the Slovakian village of
Priekopa, then in the Hapsburg Empire, he
was educated atthe BudapestJewish Seminary,
the Breslau Jewish Seminary, and the univer-
sities of Budapest and Leipzig, where in 1890
he gained a doctorate. Receiving semikhah
in 1892, he was briefly an assistant rabbi in
Budapest before arriving in Oxford to assist
his maternal uncle Adolph *Neubauer with
the Hebrew manuscripts at the Bodleian. His
article on the triennial reading of the Torah
was published in the Jewish Quarterly Review
(April 1893). Possessing an encyclopaedic
knowledge in most branches of Jewish learn-
ing, and known for his prodigious memory,
he taught at the Vienna Jewish Seminary
from 1893-1906, when he became Assistant
Principal of *Jews’ College, and the following

year succeeded Michael *Friedlinder as
Principal, dying in office. Robustly Orthodox,
and with a stronger personality than his pre-
decessor, who had characteristically deferred
to its President, the Chief Rabbi, he obtained
for Jews’ College the right to award the rab-
binical diploma, and raised the standard
of the college’s examinations for intending
teachers. He enlivened college speech days
with trenchant comments and impassioned
tirades (in 1911 the Chief Rabbi sat through a
personal attack that triggered a subsequently
dropped censure motion on Biichler). He
authored many works, and was a member of
the governing body of the Institute of Jewish
Studies of the HU]J.

ODNB:; EJ (as Adolf Buechler); JC (24 Feb. 1939); B.
Marmorstein, ‘Adolph Biichler, Principal of Jews’
College, 1906-3¢’, JHSET, 30 (1987-8), 219—26.

BULBRING, EDITH (27 December 1903-5
July 1990), pharmacologist and physiologist.
She was born in Bonn, Germany, to a Jewish
mother, the daughter of a Dutch banker,
and of a non-Jewish professor English at the
University of Bonn, where she studied. Having
moved to England she became a demonstrator
in pharmacology at the University of Oxford in
1937, eventually becoming, in 1960, a profes-
sorial fellow at Lady Margaret Hall. She was
known particularly for her seminal research
into the physiology of smooth muscle tis-
sue, which resulted in her book Smooth Muscle
(1970). Elected FRS in 1958, and awarded the
Wellcome Gold Medal in Pharmacology in
1985, she was the recipient of several overseas
honours.

ODNB.

BULLIMORE, ANTHONY M. FE. (TONY)
(1939-), yachtsman. Born in Rochford, Essex,
the son of a Jewish mother (née DaCosta), he
began his lifelong love affair with the sea
while growing up on the Essex coast, where
his non-Jewish father had a market stall. He
and his sister attended the Orthodox cheder
in Westcliff-on-Sea. He once ran areggae club
in Bristol. In January 1997 he was famously
rescued by the Australian frigate Adelaide
several days after his boat Exide Challenger



capsized 1700 miles south-west of Perth,
Western Australia, during the Vendée Globe
non-stop single-handed around-the-world
race. He had been feared dead, but survived
in an air pocket in pitch darkness beneath
the upturned vessel with just a chocolate bar
for sustenance. In November 2006 while sail-
ing to Australia on catamaran Doha with a
crew of four prior to a new around-the-world
record attempt, he was forced to abandon the
voyage owing to problems with Doha’s com-
munication system and was missing in the
Indian Ocean for 11 days before making con-
tact with his family.

JC (7 Sept. 2007); online sources.

BUNZL, [GUSTAV] GEORGE (13 June 1915—
February 1981), businessman and communal
leader. He was the son of Hugo BunzI (c1883—
c1961), the grandson of a Bratislava haber-
dasher whose three sons moved to Vienna
and established an important paper manu-
facturing company. In 1938 Hugo brought
his family to England, where he rebuilt the
firm as Tissue Papers Ltd and with George,
who ultimately became Chairman, devel-
oped it into the international enterprise
known as Bunzl Paper and Pulp Co. George
was Treasurer of the British Committee of
Children and Youth Aliyah, and from 1971
Joint Chairman of Jewish Child’s Day.

JC (26 Nov. 1976, 13, 27 Feb. 1981); online sources.

BURGEN, Sir ARNOLD STANLEY VINCENT
(20 March 1922-), pharmacologist. Educated
at Christ’s College, Finchley, and at the
Middlesex Hospital Medical School, London,
he was (1949—62) Professor of Physiology at
McGill University, Montreal, and (1962-71)
Professor of Pharmacology at the University
of Cambridge. He was Director of the
National Institute for Medical Research
(1971-82), Master of Darwin College,
Cambridge (1982—9), and Deputy Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Cambridge
(1985-9). Elected FRS in 1964 and knighted
in 1976, he was a Vice-President (1980—6)
of the Royal Society. From 1988—94 he was
President of Academia Europaea. His second
wife is Olga *Kennard.
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WW 2005; Longman’s Who’s Who of British Scientists
1969—70.

BURNETT, ALFRED (AL) (c19o6-19 April
1973), comedian and nightclub owner. Born
in Stepney, he worked in a variety of occupa-
tions before finding his niche in the West
End. He sold newspapers on the streets
of Whitechapel before trying his luck as a
lightweight boxer known as ‘Kid Bones’, and
then becoming a dance promoter. Having
stowed away on a passage to New York, he
was a waiter at Grossinger’s Restaurant,
made bootleg liquor, dodged gangsters in
Miami, toured the USA with a musical revue,
and danced on Broadway before return-
ing to England. In London he ran five night
clubs including the Stork Room, Pigalle,
and Society Club. A flamboyant figure and
archetypical Cockney rogue, he claimed to
have lost £500,000 gambling. His colourful
autobiography, King of Clubs, was published
in 1963.

JC (25 Oct., 15 Nov. 1963, 4 May 1973).

BURNEY, ESTELLE see BENHAM, ARTHUR

BURNS, RAY (1 April 1923—9 December 2000),
singer. Born Reuben Klot in Whitechapel, the
son of an immigrant furrier, he trained as a
milliner. He started singing while a member
of the Brady Boys’ Club in the East End, and
continued during wartime service in the RAF.
After the war he was for five years lead singer
in Bert *Ambrose’s band. He recorded a num-
ber of singles, achieving hits with Mobile
(1953) and That's How a Love Song was Born
(1955). He performed in Las Vegas and at royal
engagements at Buckingham Palace, being a
favourite of the Queen Mother. Eclipsed by
the rise of rock and roll, he continued to per-
form at clubs, on radio, and at simchas. He
entertained at homes for the Jewish elderly in
London and Manchester, and raised money
to help children in Israel. His final perform-
ance was at an AJEX concert in 1999. Georgia
*Brown was his niece.

JC (9 Jan. 2001).
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BURNS, TITO (7 February 1921—23 August
2010), band leader, accordionist, and impre-
sario. Born in the East End to Orthodox par-
ents, Norman Bernstein was a jazz enthusiast
from an early age. At 17 he became arranger to
a visiting Latin American band, whose mem-
bers called him Tito (‘little one’), a nickname
that stuck. During the 1940s and 1950s the
Tito Burns Sextet broadcast regularly, and was
voted the top small band of its day. His wife,
award-winning singer Terry Devon, often pro-
vided vocals. Burns was several times voted
the world’s best jazz accordionist. Sensing the
demise of the small band era, he decided to
quitwhile still at the height of popularity. After
a period as a compére he founded his own
agency; it became one of the biggest in show
business, with clients including Cliff Richard,
Dusty Springfield, and the Rolling Stones.
When London Weekend Television began he
was appointed Head of Variety. Immediately
after the Six Day War he flew to Israel toarrange
for British stars to entertain the troops. Issy
*Bonn was a relative by marriage.

JC (12 May 1944, 19 July 1968).

BURNTON, Sir STANLEY JEFFREY (25
October 1942-), judge. Educated at Hackney
Downs Grammar School and at St Edmund
Hall, Oxford, he was called to the Bar by the
Middle Temple in 1965 (QC, 1982; Bencher,
1991). He served as a Recorder from 1994—2000
and was appointed a Judge of the High Court,
Queen’s Bench Division, in 2000, the year he
was knighted. In April 2008 he became a Lord
Justice of Appeal.

WW; Jolles.

BURSTEIN, SONA ROSA (1897—26 August
1971), social anthropologist, folklorist, and
gerontologist. She was born in Manchester,
the daughter of dentist Nahum S. Burstein
(c1864—29 October 1938), who became an
outstanding communal worker in Cardiff,
a tireless advocate of Zionism, and author
of Ideas and Ideals. Sona graduated BA in
Latin at the University of Wales (1920); her
MA dissertation (1924) was on the relation
between corn gods and otherworld deities.
Having gained a diploma at Oxford with

distinction in social anthropology, she was
anthropologist to the scientific staff of the
Wellcome Historical Medical Museum in
London (1928-57), and was responsible for
the cataloguing and displaying of Sir Henry
Wellcome’s ethnographical collection for
Khartoum. She was elected FRAI (1932) and
delivered lectures at Morley College. She
wrote numerous articles on anthropology,
folklore, witchcraft, medical history, and
gerontology. From 1956—9 she was President
of the Folklore Society.

JC (4 Nov. 1938, 3 Sept. 1971); Folklore, 82, 4 (1971).

BURTON, Sir MICHAEL JOHN (12 November
1946-), judge. The son of Henry Burton QC, he
was educated at Eton (King’s Scholar; Captain
of the School) and at Balliol College, Oxford,
where he was the first elected President of
the Students’ Representative Council in
1968. He was called to the Bar by Gray’s Inn
in 1970 (QC, 1984; Bencher, 1993). A law lec-
turer at Balliol from 1972—4, he was Head of
Chambers from 1991-8 and a Recorder from
1989—98. He has been a Judge of the High
Court, Queen’s Bench Division, since 1998,
a Judge of the Employment Appeal Tribunal
since 1999 and its President since 2002,
and Chairman of the Central Arbitration
Committee since 2000. He was knighted in
1998, and has written on law.

WW; Jolles.

BURTON, Sir MONTAGUE (15 August
188521 September 1952), clothing manufac-
turer and retailer. A bookseller’s son, born
Moshe David Osinsky near Kovno, Lithuania,
he was raised by his uncle, a timber mer-
chant, and attended a yeshivah. He emigrated
to England in 1900, becoming a shopkeeper
in Chesterfield. By 1904 he had anglicised his
name and had founded a retail clothing busi-
ness there, moving to Sheffield in 1909. By
1914 his ready-made men’s clothing retailing
business had its headquarters in Leeds and
branches throughout the north. The firm
had 51 branches by 1918 and no fewer than
364 branches nationwide in 1928, prospering
by its combination of relatively high quality
and low prices, by dealing directly with the



manufacturer, and by its prominent High
Street locations. He also developed a high-
quality bespoke men’s tailoring side. By 1925
the firm was manufacturing one-fifth of all
British men’s suits. Like Marks & Spencer, it
became known for the generous treatment
of its staff, with provisions including rec-
reational and sporting facilities (alcohol was
banned) and free medical and dental care.
Many of its shops were notable examples of
Art Deco design. Knighted in 1931, Burton
endowed several university chairs, including
one at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
He was a keen Zionist and President of the
Harrogate Hebrew Congregation. Despite the
high taxation of the time he left £687,000.

ODNB; EJ; E. M. Sigsworth, Montague Burton the Tailor
of Taste (1990); Montague Burton, Globe Girdling (2
vols, 1935—7); idem, The Middle Path (1943).

BUXTON, ANGELA (16 August 1934-), tennis
champion. Born in Liverpool, she began play-
ing while at boarding school in north Wales,
and later went to school in Hampstead,
London. In 1953 she won the singles title in
the Maccabiah Games in Israel, and in 1956
she won the Wimbledon doubles champion-
ship with the great black American player
Althea Gibson, with whom she forged a life-
long bond. Early in her tennis career she
encountered antisemitic prejudice in some
established circles within the sport. Injury
prematurely curtailed her career, and she
turned to fashion design. She has written sev-
eral books about tennis.

B. Schoenfeld, The Match: Althea Gibson & Angela
Buxton (2004).

BUZAGLO, SHALOM ben MOSES (c1700-80),
kabbalist and dayan. The son of the rabbi of
Mogador, Morocco, hewasbornin Marrakesh.
He became a kabbalist and collected alms for
the Jews of Palestine. Having been tortured
by fire by command of the Sultan he settled
in London about 1745, becoming a member of
the Ashkenazi Beth Din. In London he wrote
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many books on esoteric topics, the most not-
able being Mikdash Melekh (‘The Sanctuary
of the King’), his four-volume commentary
on the Zohar, published in Amsterdam and
London from 1750-5. His opinions regard-
ing a halakhic dispute that flared in London
in 1774 were published in pamphlet form. He
participated in the discussion that took place
among kabbalists as to whether vaccination
was permitted to Jews, pronouncing himself
in favour. His brother Abraham ben Moses
Buzaglo (1710-82) settled in England about
1762 and won recognition as an inventor. In
1765 he obtained a patent for a new type of
stove, known as a ‘buzaglo’. He introduced
a new and in its day very popula