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Chronology

1819 Nov 22 GE born Mary Anne Evans at South Farm, Arbury,
Warwickshire.

1820 Moves to Griff House, outside Nuneaton.

1824 At Mrs Moore’s dame school, across from Griff
House.

1825-27 At Miss Lathom’s School, Attleborough.

1828-32 At Mrs Wallington'’s School, Nuneaton.

1832-35 At Misses Franklin’s School, Coventry.

1836 Feb Her mother dies.

1837 Her sister marries. GE now manages her father’s
household.

1838-40 Reads widely and studies hard, adding Italian and

German to her French, and continues her music
lessons. Undertakes charity work and publishes
poem in Christian Observer.

1841 Mar Moves with her father to Foleshill, Coventry, where
she later begins Latin and Greek.
Nov Meets Charles and Caroline Bray and Sara
Hennell.
1842 Jan-May  Refuses to attend church.
1844 Jan Begins translation of Strauss’s Das Leben Jesu.
1846 The Life of Jesus published anonymously. GE writes
for Bray’s Coventry Herald and Observer.
1849 May Her father dies.
June GE goes abroad with Brays and spends winter in
Geneva.

1850 Nov Visits John Chapman’s at 142 Strand, London.
1851 Jan Publishes first review essay in Westminster Review.
Goes to live at 142 Strand.

Mar Leaves.
Sept Returns as assistant editor of Westminster Review,
which Chapman now owns.
Oct Meets Herbert Spencer, who introduces her to
GHL.
1852 June-July Rumoured engaged to Spencer, who in fact rejects
her.
1853 Oct Moves to 21 Cambridge St, having been intimate

with GHL probably since spring.

xiii
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1854

1855

1856
1857

1858

1859

1860

1861

1862

1863

1864

July
Mar
Apr-Sept
Oct

Sept
Jan-Nov

Oct
Jan

Feb
Apr-Aug
Jan

Feb
June
July

Apr-June

Sept
Dec

Apr

July

Aug

May-June

Chronology

Feuerbach'’s Essence of Christianity published with
‘Marian Evans’ as translator. Goes to Germany with
GHL for seven months.

Returns to England to live with GHL as his wife.
GE and GHL at 8 Victoria Grove Terrace, then

7 Clarence Row, East Sheen, then Worthing.

To 8 Park Shot, Richmond, for three years four
months.

Begins ‘Amos Barton’, first of Scenes of Clerical Life.
Scenes appears anonymously in Blackwood’s
Edinburgh Magazine.

Begins Adam Bede.

Scenes of Clerical Life, ‘By George Eliot’, 2 vols, pub-
lished.

Reveals her identity to her publisher John
Blackwood.

In Munich and Dresden with GHL, the second of
their 18 European journeys.

Begins preliminary work on The Mill on the Floss.
Adam Bede, 3 vols, published. GE and GHL move
to Holly Lodge, South Fields, Wandsworth, for

19 months.

Acknowledges to friends that she wrote Adam Bede.
‘The Lifted Veil’ appears in Blackwood’s. GE and
GHL go to Switzerland for a week.

In Italy, returning via Switzerland with Charles

Lee Lewes, who joins household for five years. GE
meditating a historical novel set in Italy (GHL's
suggestion), which will become Romola. The Mill on
the Floss, 3 vols, published in April.

GE, GHL, and Charles move to 10 Harewood Sq.
for three months. She begins Silas Marner.

GE, GHL, and Charles move to 16 Blandford Sq.
for three years.

Silas Marner, 1 vol., published. GE and GHL go to
France and Italy, returning in June. In Florence GE
makes notes for Romola, which she starts writing in
October. It proves profoundly difficult.

Romola begins in Cornhill Magazine and concludes
in August 1863 with fourteenth part. Published,

3 vols, in July 1863.

GE and GHL buy the Priory, 21 North Bank,
Regents Park, their principal residence from now on.
In Venice, accompanied by Frederic Burton.



1865

1866

1867

1868

1869

1870

1871

1872

1873

1874

June
July
Oct

Jan

Mar
Aug
June

Aug
Dec

Aug-Sept

Feb
May

Mar-Apr
May
Aug

Mar
May

Feb-Mar
May-Sept
Dec
May-Aug
Sept

June

Sept-Oct
Feb

May

Chronology XV

Begins The Spanish Gypsy.

‘Brother Jacob’ appears in Cornhill.

Begins to study Spanish.

In Paris for ten days.

Begins Felix Holt, the Radical.

To Normandy and Brittany for a month.

Felix Holt, 3 vols, published. To Holland, Belgium,
and Germany, returning early August.

Resumes work on The Spanish Gypsy.

To southwest France and Spain, returning in
March.

In Germany. Writes ‘O May I Join the Choir
Invisible’.

First of three visits to Cambridge.

The Spanish Gypsy published. To Switzerland and
Black Forest for two months.

In Italy. GE introduced to John Walter Cross.
‘How Lisa Loved the King’ appears in Blackwood’s.
Thornton Lewes returns ill from Natal, and dies in
October.

‘Agatha’ appears in Atlantic Monthly. GE begins
Middlemarch.

To Berlin and Vienna, returning in May.

‘The Legend of Jubal’ appears in Macmillan’s. First
of six visits to Oxford.

Interested in buying a country house.

At Shottermill, with Tennyson as neighbour.
‘Armgart’ appears in Macmillan’s in July. GE
severely ailing after returning to London.
Middlemarch, Book 1 appears. The novel concludes
with Book viil in December 1872, when it is
published, 4 vols.

At Redhill, Surrey.

First of several visits to Six Mile Bottom. Then to
Germany for three weeks at Bad Homburg.

To France and Germany for two months, with
two weeks at Bad Homburg. GE visits synagogues
and continues reading books on Jewish subjects in
preparation for Daniel Deronda.

At Blackbrook, near Bickley, still wanting a country
house.

First episode of renal pain afflicting GE until her
death.

The Legend of Jubal and Other Poems published.



Xvi

1875

1876

1877

1878

1879

1880

June-Sept
Oct
June-Sept
Jan

June
Dec
June
Jan
June

Nov 30
Jan

Feb

Chronology

At Earlswood Common, Redhill.

In Paris and Brussels for two weeks.

At Rickmansworth, Herts.

Daniel Deronda, Book 1, appears. The novel
concludes with Book v in September and is
published in 4 vols in late August.

To France and Switzerland through August.

GE and GHL buy the Heights at Witley.

Last visit to Cambridge, then to Witley through
late October.

Publication of Cabinet Edition of GE’s works
begins.

Last visit to Oxford, then to Witley through mid-
November, GE writing Impressions of Theophrastus
Such.

GHL dies at Priory of enteritis, 61 years of age.
GE begins work on remaining manuscripts of
GHL'’s Problems of Life and Mind, which she will
publish in two volumes.

Sees Cross for first time since GHL's death.
Theophrastus Such published. GE goes to Witley
through October.

In London again, sees Cross frequently over next
few months.

Marries Cross in St George’s, Hanover Square.

In Venice, on their honeymoon, Cross leaps into
canal.

They return to Witley and move to 4 Cheyne Walk,
Chelsea, in early December.

GE dies at 4 Cheyne Walk of renal failure, 61 years
of age. Buried in Highgate Cemetery one week
later.

Portions of this Chronology draw upon Gordon S. Haight’s ‘Chronology
of George Eliot’s Life’, Letters, 1, pp. xxiii-xxxiv, and John Rignall’s ‘Time
Chart’, Companion, pp. 472-7.



Introduction

Visits from friends and from those who are likely to
become friends I am very fond of, but I have a horror of
being interviewed and written about ...

George Eliot to Lord Houghton, 9 April 1878!

This book brings together recollections of a reclusive Victorian giant. George
Eliot (Mary Anne Evans, 1819-80) was certainly not the only famous writer
of her time to protect her privacy, but she may have been alone in guarding
it so fiercely that meeting her seemed an event of mythic proportions. There
was no way to prepare. Apart from the ‘apocryphal stories’ The Times would
mention in its obituary,? only her novels and poetry were available — and
these, rumour had it, she never allowed to be mentioned in her presence. So
completely did George Eliot distance herself from ‘newspaper chit-chat’, as
she called it, so consistently did she withhold information even from stan-
dard reference sources, that she managed to ensure distrust of everything
printed about her personal life by declining to offer anything in its place.3
For those accomplished or important enough to hope for an introduction,
it was safest to assume nothing. This axiomatic ignorance is what gives
so many recollections of George Eliot their special quality: a reverent but
eager curiosity, mixed with a delighted capacity for surprise. It makes them
uncommonly appealing.

The selections in this volume range in length from a few words to a few
pages, in tone from gushing adoration to biting condemnation, and in
origin from manuscript letters and diaries to published works of all sorts:
histories, correspondence, memoirs, ‘literary lives’, biographies, autobiog-
raphies, periodicals, and newspapers. The aim of this eclectic approach has
been to provide as richly detailed a record as possible of the experience of
meeting, or in a few cases merely seeing, George Eliot. The comparison to a
picture-gallery is tempting here, but since this particular gallery is devoted
to one sitter, its attractions lie nearly as much in what the portraits reveal
of their diverse creators as in what they convey of their common subject.
Accordingly, head-notes typically indicate the connection between the
author of an entry and George Eliot, with subsequent notes adding any
further recollections of her from this author, clarifying allusions and back-
ground, and filling in relevant contexts.

As a rule, modern biographies of George Eliot quote, or quote from, about
forty recollections of her. These vary in nature; some are remarks, others
essays; some are observations, others explorations. Altogether, however,
they have formed nothing less than a canon of reminiscence: the basis,

xvii



xviii Introduction

along with her letters and journals, of our current perceptions of George
Eliot’s distinctive personal character. These documents have had staying-
power for good reasons. Some describe George Eliot at times in her life about
which relatively little material remains: Charles Bray’s account of her at
twenty-two, for example, or John Chapman’s diary entries when she lodged
with him after moving to London. Others have become classics by virtue
of their intimacy, poignancy, warmth, wit, personal devotion, vivid detail,
and quality of witness — with credit due respectively to John Walter Cross,
William Hale White, Lucy Clifford, Nina Lehmann, Edith Simcox, Mary
Augusta Ward, and Henry James. These writers’ recollections, along with the
other standards, are fully represented here.*

This volume also features a large assortment of recollections which
appear to have remained outside the biographical tradition. It would be
an exaggeration to say that these unfamiliar sources demand a radical
revision of the George Eliot, complex and contradictory, who emerges
from the familiar ones. But they do complicate her character and cir-
cumstances even further, often in richly modulated ways. We now have
more detailed pictures both of her unhappiness as a schoolgirl and of
her popularity among her classmates. Her time as a London journalist
also comes into different focus; she seems already to have been think-
ing of herself as a novelist-to-be, and she appears not only as the mod-
est young woman known for her prodigious learning but also as a sharp
observer on the margins, listening, analysing, taking mental notes. In
Germany, her scandalous elopement with a married man seems to have
hardened her defences (they put even Franz Liszt on his guard). But now
the translator of Strauss and Feuerbach and the editor of the Westminster
Review - for that is how she was introduced in Weimar and Berlin -
comes more into her own conversationally and socially, almost as if she is
rehearsing in a foreign tongue for her impending role as one of the most
private of public figures back home. The dozens of fresh recollections
of George Eliot in her years of fame range too widely for easy summary,
but a few striking perspectives may be noted here: her subtle, incomplete
replacement of outspoken revolt by patient kindliness, spiced with a per-
fect contempt for feigning, fawning or flattery; her interest in fashion and
fashionable gossip, tempered with indifference to both; her pain in being
recognized, offset by her pleasure in being appreciated; her joking laughter,
which quite suddenly unseats her self-conscious gravity; her distinctly non-
imperial respect for alien social traditions; the room in her heart for the
transparent needs of children, with freezing retraction from any presump-
tion of entitlement; and above all, the way her plaguing lack of self-con-
fidence moves in step with an endlessly energetic, assured, and daunting
focus. ‘She received me with dignity’ recalls the American playwright Steele
MacKaye,
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took my letter, read it deliberately, and then for the first time looked
intently at my face, at the same time extending her hand to me with
charming frankness. In another moment I was perfectly at home and
forgot everything in the presence of this charming woman, for she is the
most fascinating and the ugliest woman that I ever saw in my life.

It is a defining moment. With George Eliot there is such concentration, such
attention with concentration, that everything becomes important. Nothing
escapes. Her interlocutor can forget everything — not uncommon in these
recollections — because George Eliot forgets nothing. Some found this sti-
fling, insufferable. For others it was transcendent.

In the official Life, J.W. Cross disallows ‘remembered sayings by George
Eliot, because it is difficult to be certain of complete accuracy, and every-
thing depends upon accuracy’.® As it happens, one noticeable feature of
recollections of George Eliot is how seldom they include direct quotations.
Indeed several persons mention that, contrary to their expectations, she said
nothing memorable. Even so, Cross’s idea that everything depends upon
accuracy is scarcely an enabling principle for a volume of this sort. Did
George Eliot really tell Charlotte Eastman, in the garden of a Swiss hotel,
that she would rather hear her voice complimented than hear Romola com-
plimented? Possibly: Lord Acton notes her ‘suspiciousness of accustomed
praise’ (for her susceptibility to unaccustomed praise, see Candace Wheeler
Stimson’s recollection).” Did George Eliot really rise at a London dinner
party and recite, in tears, John Hay’s ballad ‘Jim Bludso’, after pronouncing
it ‘one of the finest gems in the English language’? It seems less than likely;
but we do hear (at third-hand, unluckily) that she asked after Hay when she
met Bret Harte, saying that one of his poems ‘was the finest thing in our
language’.® The similar phrasing suggests textual transmission; but the prob-
lem lies in what is being transmitted, and independent evidence is wanting.
Andrew Carnegie, who never met George Eliot, quotes her as saying,

I can imagine the coming of a day when the effort to relieve human
beings in distress will be as involuntary upon the part of the beholder
as to clasp this mantel would be this moment on my part were I about
to fall.

This comment also appears in the periodical press, but there a vase topples
from the mantel and, after involuntarily catching it, George Eliot draws a
hopeful analogy: a future when people involuntarily catch each other. Ten
years later this second version surfaces again, but now the vase is ‘a costly
bit of Sévres china’.’ From such iterations we can at best infer that George
Eliot may have expressed the fundamental idea common to both versions,
which is, from other evidence, characteristic of her thinking.
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Problems of accuracy also arise outside the scope of ‘remembered sayings’.
In some cases (chiefly inconsistencies in dates), history can correct memory.
Others are less clear - for instance, several conflicting versions of what
‘usually’ happened at George Eliot’s famous Sunday gatherings. Here it
may be reasonable to conclude that since no one report is likely to be
definitive, they are all true in the sense that if her receptions followed some
basic script, it simply changed in details from time to time. (James Sully, a
careful observer and long-term Sunday guest, suggests as much.!%) In any
case, when a significant problem of historical accuracy arises, I have noted
it; when it does so in contexts amenable to evidence, I have addressed it.
Within the realm of personal recollections, however, historical accuracy can
be chimerical. What ‘really happened’ is that a certain person met George
Eliot and formed a certain impression. That accepted, the very lack of uni-
formity can be compelling. It affords an amplitude of perspectives on the
mysteries of genius, highly individual and idiosyncratic, with great varieties
of colour and interest, by those who had the privilege to witness it and took
the trouble to share what they saw.

Many of course did not, including some of George Eliot’s most famous
(and talkative) acquaintances. If Charles Dickens wrote an account of his
meetings and meals with her, someone else must find it; his entry here
consists of comments others said he made. Anthony Trollope refrained on
principle; his entry too is a token, but still revealing.!! John Ruskin’s diary
for 9 February 1874 laconically reports, ‘Called on George Eliot, but felt
wretchedly exhausted and ill.” Matthew Arnold, who met her two years
later, made no entry at all. Clara Schumann played several times with
George Eliot in attendance, and they dined together; but of her surviving
diary entries, none mentions George Eliot. H. Rider Haggard remarks that
Nicholas Triibner (who knew George Eliot quite well) had an ‘extremely
epigrammatic and amusing’ description, but he does not repeat it. Nor
does Mary Collier recount Lewis Pelly’s ‘good stories’. The usually voluble
Mary Clarke Mohl records only that ‘Mr. and Mrs. Lewes have been to dine
and breakfast here. She is the George Eliot who wrote “Adam Bede.” We
are excellent friends. Adieu.” An even briefer glimpse comes from Margaret
Warren, who in the Dulwich Gallery saw ‘George Eliot (alive) looking at the
pictures.’ (Her brother John may or may not have shared news of his Sunday
call in July 1865; her diaries do not say.) But absolutely the least helpful
reference appears in relation to the notorious forger T.J. Wise: ‘He clearly
remembers his meeting with George Eliot.’12

If these and other losses are matters for regret, it is also true that the great-
est challenge of compiling this volume was deciding what to leave out. That
process brought me to a new understanding of the moment in Barchester
Towers when Anthony Trollope, faced with ‘disposing’ of so many characters
in the third and final volume, half blames his publisher for the problem:
‘Oh, that Mr Longman would allow me a fourth! It should transcend the
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other three as the seventh heaven transcends all the lower stages of celestial
bliss.”!3 My one volume stretched its contractual seams early on. Mr Palgrave
forbidding me a second, the notes now refer to those recollections which
did not seem quite so sublime until falling under the axe. Especially diffi-
cult has been disposing - in Trollope’s sense now — of George Henry Lewes.
Although long passages devoted solely to Lewes have been omitted, he plays
an integral part in many others focused on George Eliot, just as he did in the
fabric of her life. Finally it seemed unfair to fill his place with ellipses, so he
has remained a constant presence in these pages.

The problem of what to exclude came up too with certain features of George
Eliot’s person, behaviour, and surroundings. Readers will hear more than once
that she resembled a horse (or Dante or Savonarola), sat in an armchair to
the left of the fireplace (with Lewes to the right), had a musically enchanting
voice, and lived in a charming villa set apart from the road by a high wall.
Occasionally a repetition is informative: Lucy Clifford finds a subtle link to
Jonathan Swift’s Houyhnhnms; T.A. Trollope recalls that George Eliot herself
‘playfully disclaimed any resemblance to Savonarola’; Charles Warren Stoddard
and James Sully mention that the gate in the high wall, once the bell was rung,
mysteriously unlocked on its own.!* Even when repetitions are merely repeti-
tious, however, it proved impossible to prune them all without inserting even
more clumsily interfering ellipses than were already present. I have also left
intact a few recollections’ introductory paragraphs, even when they do not
feature George Eliot, if they help stage the drama of meeting her.

Part v covers George Eliot’s twenty years of productive fame. Here the
problem of omission was compounded by one of arrangement. Recollections
of George Eliot in this period far outnumber those before and after it
combined - and their authors’ personal or social connections with her vary
proportionately. Arranged chronologically, as in the other parts, the recollec-
tions in Part 1v seemed disjointed, an effect of their multiple settings (personal
meetings, receptions, dinner parties and musical events, university visits, and
so on). After several experiments, they ended up in sections organized mainly
around these settings. This arrangement gives Part Iv needed continuity,
but it also produces three other conspicuous results. First, the chronology
resets with each new section (acceptable, I believe, because the span of years
in this part is smaller than its range of relations and locales). Second, some
entries qualify for inclusion in more than one section. Nina Lehmann would
fit into ‘Some Younger Women’, but meeting George Eliot in France has put
her in ‘The Continent’. Similarly, an occasional entry in ‘Eton, Cambridge, and
Oxford’ or ‘The Countryside’ would fit in ‘A Few Good Friends’, since George
Eliot visited good friends in these places (and is sometimes with them, too, in
‘Out and About in London’). Third, most recollections with multiple settings
have been split up, with cross-references; the ones left intact could not be
easily divided. In other words, the arrangement of entries in Part 1v has not
been haphazard, but it has also resisted perfect consistency.



xxii Introduction

Some slight variation also occurs in assigning responsibility for second-
and third-hand recollections. The name of the person assigned responsibility
appears in italic above the recollection itself. Usually this person is the
author of the book or article from which a recollection is taken, even if this
author did not meet George Eliot but instead reports upon someone who
did. Thus William Moore’s brief description of George Eliot as a teenager
(in Part 1) appears in an entry by Edgar Wakeman, who quotes Moore in his
article. Similarly, a recollection from an anonymous ‘American lady’ (in ‘The
Continent’ in Part 1v) appears under Andrew Carnegie, who got the story
from this lady’s friend. However, when a reported recollection is extensive
and allegedly verbatim (as with Mary Sibree Cash and Susanna Chapman
in Parts 1 and 1), the reported speaker, not the author, has been assigned
responsibility. Here the actual author appears in the source-reference follow-
ing the recollection, with the relation between author and reported speaker
clarified in the head-note. (For convenience this arrangement is also used in
a few entries in ‘Vignettes’ in Part 1v.)

The index in this volume functions as a partial glossary by briefly
annotating any substantive reference in a recollection not glossed in the
notes. Accordingly, a reader who wants to know who Charles Lewes was,
or whether and where he appears in a recollection, will simply look under
‘Lewes, Charles’.!> The same rule applies to places, organizations, titles of
books and periodicals, pieces of music, and works of art. Principal entries
usually appear under the names of authors, composers, and artists, with
cross-references from the named works, unless that introduces an unneces-
sary step in reference. Occasionally notes have been needed to provide leads
to index headwords. A recollection by Bessie Rayner Parkes Belloc in Part 11
refers to several portraits of George Eliot but does not mention the artists
who made them, so a note was required; information about the portraits,
however, appears in the index under the artists’ names. More than a few
notes also cite secondary recollections not included as main entries in this
volume. The first note under Eliza Lynn Linton’s recollection in Part 1v cites
both Theodore Watts-Dunton, who agreed with Linton on George Eliot’s
manner, and Henry Buxton Forman, who did not. Since neither Watts-
Dunton nor Forman has a main-entry recollection here, the index alone will
lead a reader to what they - or any other author of a secondary recollection —
said about George Eliot.

Finally, a few editorial principles. (1) In transcribing manuscript sources,
I have tried to keep in mind the reader’s convenience, but also to convey
some flavour of the original (as when Mary Gladstone Drew misspells
someone’s name, ends a sentence without a full point or begins one with
a lower-case letter) without taking recourse to different fonts and typo-
graphical oddities. With M" and M™ I have brought down the superscript
letters. Dashes that replace full points at ends of sentences have remained.
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Insertions are not noted, but strike-outs with replacements appear in angular
brackets (this and related practices are noted in Abbreviations). I have added
a paragraph indention when a space after a sentence clearly indicates
a break, and underlining in manuscripts appears as italics in the text.
(2) Since the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography is widely available
online, relevant persons cited in a recollection’s head-note — but only there -
are tagged with the abbreviation ODNB if they have a main entry in the
ODNB. (3) A parenthetical page number in a head-note refers to the source
of the recollection, cited just above the head-note. (4) Sic has been omitted
when Eliot has been misspelled as Elliot or Lewes as Lewis. (5) All ellipses are
mine unless otherwise noted. Since most entries are excerpts, I have avoided
opening and closing ellipses unless I have omitted words from the first or
last sentence itself. (6) To prevent confusion, in a few recollections I have
silently removed embracing quotation marks in the source text.

NOTES

1. Letters, vu, 19.

2. ‘George Eliot’, 24 December 1880, p. 9. As the Literary World wittily put it, in
George Eliot’s case the record seemed to be ‘unusually incorrect’ (‘Literary Table-
Talk’, 31 December 1880, pp. 457-8 (p. 458)).

3. For the ‘chit-chat’, see Letters, v, 239. As for inquirers denied answers, the single
exception was the American writer Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, for whom George
Eliot clarified a few points from her past (vi, 163-4; 1X, 355). ‘I believe that I have
in no other instance’, she noted, ‘given any other reply to biographical questions
than, that I decline to furnish personal information’ (vi, 68).

4. Two significant exceptions: John Chapman and Edith Simcox. Chapman’s entries
on George Eliot in his 1851 diary (see n. 4 of Charles Bray’s recollection in Part 1)
are so interlocking and localized day-by-day that they finally seemed inappro-
priate for this collection, even had limits on space permitted reprinting them.
Taking their place is a hitherto unknown recollection by Chapman'’s wife Susanna
(Part m). Simcox’s ‘Autobiography of a Shirtmaker’ (see Abbreviations) is more
detailed yet, and counts in and of itself as a volume of recollections of George
Eliot. It has been used in the annotations and for one main-entry recollection (in
Part ). The two other recollections by Simcox (in ‘Vignettes’ in Part 1v, and in
Part vii) come from her obituary of George Eliot.

5. See ‘Other Personal Meetings’ in Part 1v.

6. 1, p. vii.

7. See respectively Emma Nason in ‘The Continent’, Acton in ‘Vignettes’, and
Stimson in ‘The Continent’, all in Part 1v.

8. See ‘An English Gentleman’ in ‘Out and About in London’ in Part 1v.

9. Andrew Carnegie, An American Four-in-Hand in Britain (New York: Scribners,
1883), p. 143; [John Clifford], ‘Scraps from the Editor’s Waste Basket: xui: Stretch
out a Helping Hand’, General Baptist Magazine, 83 (1881), 309; and Carlos
Martyn, William E. Dodge: The Christian Merchant (New York and London: Funk &
Wagnalls, 1890), p. 96.

10. See ‘Sunday Gatherings at the Priory’ in Part 1v.
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11.

See respectively ‘Vignettes’ in Part 1v, and Part v.

12. The Diaries of John Ruskin, ed. by Joan Evans and John Howard Whitehouse,

13.

14.

1.

3 vols (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1956-59), ui, 773; William Bell Guthrie,
‘Matthew Arnold’s Diaries: The Unpublished Items’ (unpublished doctoral
thesis, University of Virginia, 1957), p. 1058 (Arnold dined with her on Boxing
Day 1876; see Letters, 1x, 184 n. 2); Berthold Litzmann, Clara Schumann: Ein
Kiinstlerleben nach Tagebiichern und Briefen, 4th edn, 3 vols (Leipzig: Breitkopf
and Hartel, 1910-12); H. Rider Haggard, The Days of My Life: An Autobiography,
ed. by CJ. Longman, 2 vols (London: Longmans, Green, 1926), 1, 210-11;
A Victorian Diarist: Extracts from the Journals of Mary, Lady Monkswell 1873-1895,
ed. by E.C.E. Collier (London: Murray, 1944), pp. 109-10; M.C.M. Simpson, Letters
and Recollections of Julius and Mary Mohl (London: Kegan Paul, Trench, 1887),
p- 228; Margaret Leicester Warren, Diaries, 2 vols ([Taunton]: n.p., 1924), 1,
24S5; and Wilfred Partington, Forging Ahead: The True Story of the Upward Progress
of Thomas James Wise, Prince of Book Collectors, Bibliographer Extraordinary, and
Otherwise (New York: Putnam, 1939), p. 233, where Partington quotes this state-
ment only to doubt its veracity.

Ed. by Michael Sadleir and Frederick Page (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2009), p. 178 (Chapter 43).

All in Part v: Clifford, Stoddard, and Sully in ‘Sunday Gatherings at the Priory’,
Trollope in ‘The Countryside’.

Anyone familiar with Margaret Harris and Judith Johnston’s splendid edition of
The Journals of George Eliot will see that I have taken it as my model both for an
explanatory index and for my explanation of how such an index works.



Part I

Mary Anne Evans
1819-49

THE LITTLE GIRL
J.W. Cross

The little girl very early became possessed with the idea that she was going
to be a personage in the world; and Mr Charles Lewes has told me an
anecdote which George Eliot related of herself as characteristic of this period
of her childhood. When she was only four years old she recollected play-
ing on the piano, of which she did not know one note, in order to impress
the servant with a proper notion of her acquirements and generally distin-
guished position. ... She was not in these baby-days in the least precocious
in learning.! In fact, her half-sister, Mrs Houghton - who was some fourteen
years her senior - told me that the child learned to read with some difficulty;
but Mr Isaac Evans says that this was not from any slowness in apprehen-
sion, but because she liked playing so much better. ...

... During one of our walks at Witley, in 1880, my wife mentioned to
me that what chiefly remained in her recollection about this very early
school-life was the difficulty of getting near enough the fire in winter, to
become thoroughly warmed, owing to the circle of girls forming round
too narrow a fireplace. This suffering from cold was the beginning of a low
general state of health: also at this time she began to be subject to fears at
night — “the susceptibility to terror” — which she has described as haunting
Gwendolen Harleth in her childhood.? The other girls in the school, who
were all naturally very much older, made a great pet of the child, and used
to call her “little mamma,” and she was not unhappy except at nights;
but she told me that this liability to have “all her soul become a quivering
fear,” which remained with her afterwards, had been one of the supremely
important influences dominating at times her future life. Mr Isaac Evans’s
chief recollection of this period is the delight of the little sister at his home-
coming for holidays, and her anxiety to know all that he had been doing
and learning. ...

The first book that George Eliot read, so far as I have been able to
ascertain, was a little volume published in 1822, entitled ‘The Linnet’s
Life,/’ which she gave to me in the last year of her life, at Witley.
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It bears the following inscription, written some time before she gave it
to me:-

“This little book is the first present I ever remember having received from
my father. Let any one who thinks of me with some tenderness after I am
dead, take care of this book for my sake.? It made me very happy when
I held it in my little hands, and read it over and over again; and thought
the pictures beautiful, especially the one where the linnet is feeding her
young.”

It must, I think, have been very shortly after she received this present,
that an old friend of the family, who was in the habit of coming as a visitor
to Griff from time to time, used occasionally to bring a book in his hand
for the little girl. I very well remember her expressing to me deep gratitude
for this early ministration to her childish delights; and Mr Burne Jones has
been kind enough to tell me of a conversation with George Eliot about chil-
dren’s books, when she also referred to this old gentleman’s kindness. They
were agreeing in disparagement of some of the books that the rising genera-
tion take their pleasure in, and she recalled the dearth of child-literature
in her own home,* and her passionate delight and total absorption in
Asop’s Fables (given to her by the aforesaid old gentleman), the posses-
sion of which had opened new worlds to her imagination. Mr Burne Jones
particularly remembers how she laughed till the tears ran down her face in
recalling her infantine enjoyment of the humour in the fable of Mercury
and the Statue-seller.> Having so few books at this time, she read them
again and again, until she knew them by heart. One of them was a Joe
Miller jest-book, with the stories from which she used greatly to astonish
the family circle.®

Life, 1, 14-15, 16-17, 19-20

NOTES
John Walter Cross (1840-1924), a banker, married GE on 6 May 1880, a little over
seven months before her death. Other recollections by him appear below in this part,
in ‘The Continent’ in Part 1v, and in Parts v and vI.

1. According to Grace Gilchrist Frend, however, GE's ‘grave intensity of thought was
early evinced; for it is related of her that as a little girl at school, bidden to write
an essay on God, the child sat down and drew for her sole essay a large eye’ (‘Great
Victorians: Some Recollections of Tennyson, George Eliot and the Rossettis’,
Bookman, 77 (1929), 9-11 (p. 9)).

2. Cross quotes from Daniel Deronda, where Gwendolen’s ‘helpless fear’ is compared
to ‘a brief remembered madness, an unexplained exception from her normal life’
(ed. by Graham Handley (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1988), p. 51 (Book 1,
Chapter 6)).

3. It is now in the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University.

4. Not necessarily a complaint, since GE objected to didacticism. She criticized
Hannah More for it (Letters, 1, 245), found Thomas Hughes’s Tom Brown’s
Schooldays (1857) ‘an unpleasant, unveracious book’ (Journals, 81), and took
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exception to Westward Ho! (1855) because Charles Kingsley liked to deduce
morals (‘Belles Lettres’, Westminster Review (185S5), repr. in Essays, pp. 311-19,
and in Writings, pp. 110-18). But The Child’s Own Book (1830) - with its tra-
ditional fairy tales and legends, well-known poems and nursery rhymes - she
remembered fondly (Shirtmaker, p. 21), and Mary Sibree Cash heard GE declare
in 1842 of Shakespeare that ‘in educating a child his would be the first book
she would place in its hands’ (Life new edn, p. 51). The Evans household had
The Pilgrim’s Progress, The Vicar of Wakefield, The History of the Devil, and of course
Aesop (Haight, p. 7).

S. It is uncertain which version of Aesop GE read as a child, but the only one she
mentions specifically (in 1840) is by Jefferys Taylor (Letters, 1, 38): ‘Mercury, wishing
much to know | How he was liked by men below | Disguised himself in shape of
man, | As well we know such beings can; | And to a sculptor’s shop descended, |
Where statues of the gods were vended: | There Jupiter and Juno stood, | In bronze,
in marble, and in wood; | Mars and Minerva richly drest, | And Mercury amongst
the rest. | Then said he to the sculptor, | “Sir, Pray what’s the price of Jupiter?” |
The sum was named without delay: | “And what dy’e ask for Juno, pray?” | “A trifle
more,” the man replied; | “She’s more esteem’d than most beside:” | “And what for
that upon the shelf?” | Said Mercury, nodding at himself. | “O!” said the man, “his
worth is small; | I never charge for him at all; | But when the other gods are bought,
| I always give him in for nought”’ (£sop in Rhyme, with Some Originals [1820], 3rd
edn (London: Baldwin and Cradock, 1828), p. 31).

6. The best known eighteenth-century jestbook. Originally it had considerable
erotic content, but later editions were milder (Robert Hutchinson, ‘Introduction’,
Joe Miller’s Jests: or, The Wits Vade-Mecum, comp. by John Mottley (1739; repr.
New York: Dover, 1963), pp. v—xix).

ON READING NOVELS AS A CHILD
George Eliot

I shall carry to my grave the mental diseases with which they have contami-
nated me. When [ was quite a little child I could not be satisfied with the
things around me; [ was constantly living in a world of my own creation,
and was quite contented to have no companions that I might be left to my
own musings and imagine scenes in which I was chief actress. Conceive
what a character novels would give to these Utopias. I was early supplied
with them by those who kindly sought to gratify my appetite for reading
and of course 1 made use of the materials they supplied for building my
castles in the air.

To Maria Lewis, formerly her teacher, 16 March 1839, in Letters, 1, 22

NOTE
GE (ODNB) was nineteen years old when she wrote this letter to the friend who was
probably the most important influence upon her at the time, a strictly evangelical
governess at Mrs Wallington'’s school, which GE had left seven years before. Another
recollection by GE appears in Part III.
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‘SHE ALWAYS CRIED WHEN THE HOLIDAYS CAME’

‘An old schoolmate’

She and I were school-fellows at Mrs. Wallington’s boarding school, Nuneaton.
There were about forty pupils, and Marianne Evans joined us at the age of
thirteen.! Although two or three years the younger, I can recall many little
incidents with regard to her. She was of moderate height, neither stout nor
thin, with fair hair and complexion. She was decidedly not a pretty girl, but
she certainly could boast of a beautiful set of white, even teeth. I am very fond
of music, and soon after her arrival I was attracted towards the drawing room,
where she was practising, by the air of Bishop’s ‘Bid me discourse,” which I then
heard for the first time, and which, child as [ was, I knew was being played with
the greatest taste and feeling. But what called forth my childish admiration
and wonder the most was the amazing rapidity with which she mastered all
her lessons, the contents of pages being made her own by simply reading them
once or twice over. She was ever at the head of her class, and certainly loved
learning for learning’s sake; so devoted, indeed, was she to it that, to the aston-
ishment and perhaps disgust of her schoolfellows, she always cried when the
holidays came. She learned, besides English and music, dancing and French,
and was considered a good French scholar.?2 She was of quiet, studious habits,
and, though generally preferring book to play, was nevertheless a favorite
among us. She stayed with Mrs. Wallington two years.?

‘George Eliot’, Woman’s Journal, 23 April 1881, p. 131 (writer untraced)

NOTES

1. She came in 1828, eight years old.

2. Baptized Mary Anne, GE was still spelling her name Marianne in a school notebook
six years later (Haight, pp. 3, 552).

3. She stayed four years. A Miss Shaw recalled GE around this time ‘at a children’s party
at her mother’s - about 9 or 10 years old, she thinks. M.A. sat apart from the rest,
and Mrs. Shaw went to her and said, “My dear, you do not seem happy; are you
enjoying yourself?” “No, I am not,” said M.A. “I don't like to play with children;
I like to talk to grown-up people”’ (Letters, 1, 41 n. 3). Compare a neighbour’s impres-
sion of GE at twelve: ‘“a queer, three-cornered, awkward girl,” who sat in corners
and shyly watched her elders’ (Blind, p. 16). In 1885 Maria Lewis described GE at
Mrs Wallington'’s as ‘so very loveable, but unhappy, given to great bursts of weeping;
finding it impossible to care for childish games and occupations’ (Shirtrmaker, p. 223).

‘THE “CLEVER GIRL” OF THE SCHOOL'
Alfred L. Scrivener

There are some of “George Eliot’s” schoolfellows living among us now, but
their recollection is somewhat vague. From those whom we have questioned,
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we gather that their famous schoolfellow was a shy and reserved girl, with a
profusion of light hair, puffed in front, above strongly lined, almost mascu-
line features. One recalls that the first time she sat down to the piano, Mary
Ann Evans astonished her companions by her knowledge of music, and her
command of the instrument. She mastered her lessons with an ease which
excited wonder. She read with avidity. She joined very rarely in the sports
of her companions. A reserve, which was not the result of pride in her intel-
lectual superiority, but rather of modest diffidence and shrinking sensibility,
prevented her from forming any close friendship among her schoolfellows.
She was the “clever girl” of the school, “but” says one of her schoolfellows
“We never thought -” what? that her true rank would be among England’s
greatest.
‘George Eliot’, Nuneaton Observer and District Advertiser,
31 December 1880, p. S

NOTE
This unsigned article is almost certainly by Alfred Lester Scrivener (1845-86), who
edited the Nuneaton Observer from 1877 to 1881 and was noted as writing on GE in
this paper after her death (Shirtmaker, p. 142).

MUSIC AND TEARS
The child of a schoolmate

My mother was a little girl at school in Coventry! when Mary Ann Evans
was one of the older pupils, and long before “George Eliot” became famous,
had constantly related to her children traits in the character of a school-
fellow whom, even then, her comrades felt to be quite different from
themselves. ... In her classes for English composition, Mary Ann Evans was,
from her first entering the school, far in advance of the rest, and while the
themes of the other children were read, criticised, and corrected in class,
hers were reserved for the private perusal and enjoyment of the teacher,
who rarely found anything to correct. Her enthusiasm for music was already
very strongly marked, and her music master, a much-tried man, suffering
from the irritability incident to his profession, reckoned on his hour with
her as a refreshment to his wearied nerves, and soon had to confess that
he had no more to teach her. In connection with this proficiency in music,
my mother recalls her sensitiveness at that time as being painfully extreme.
When there were visitors, Miss Evans, as the best performer in the school,
was sometimes summoned to the parlour to play for their amusement,
and, though suffering agonies from shyness and reluctance, she obeyed
with all readiness, but, on being released, my mother has often known her
to rush to her room and throw herself on the floor in an agony of tears.



6 GEORGE ELIOT: INTERVIEWS AND RECOLLECTIONS

Her schoolfellows loved her as much as they could venture to love one
whom they felt to be so immeasurably superior to themselves, and she had
playful nicknames for most of them. My mother, who was delicate, and to
whom she was very kind, was dubbed by her “Miss Equanimity.” A source
of great interest to the girls, and of envy to those who lived further from
home, was the weekly cart which brought Miss Evans new laid eggs and
other delightful produce of her father’s farm.
‘Our Monthly Letter to Friends Abroad’, Our Times, 1 (1881), 290-6
(pp. 293-4; writer untraced)

NOTE

1. Run by sisters Mary and Rebecca Franklin; GE boarded there in 1832-35, aged
twelve to fifteen. Gillian Sutherland describes the curriculum as ‘the conventional
female one: English, arithmetic, history, and drawing, with French, German, and
music as extras’ (‘Franklin, Mary (1800-1867)’, ODNB); Audrey Anderson adds
geography, catechism, and ‘scientific dialogues’, with strong emphasis upon
French (‘The Franklins and George Eliot’, George Eliot Fellowship Review, 12 (1981),
15-17 (p. 16)). Strong emphasis should fall also upon catechism. Patty Jackson, a
schoolmate, recalled that the girls had ‘very thorough Scriptural instruction. We
were taught to regard the Divine Word as worthy of our unreserved reliance and
to know that only as we kept close to its vital truths could we hope to avoid the
snares & temptations that might openly or insidiously beset our path through life’
(letter from Martha (Mrs Henry) Barclay to Charles Lewes, 3 June 1884, Yale). GE
herself recalled that ‘the girls used to get up prayer-meetings in which she took a
leading part, reproaching herself when she found she could not be carried away
like the others’ (Shirtmaker, p. 152).

MINERVA, IN NEED
Mathilde Blind

One of her schoolfellows, who knew her at the age of thirteen, confessed to
me that it was impossible to imagine George Eliot as a baby; that it seemed
as if she must have come into the world fully developed, like a second
Minerva. Her features were fully formed at a very early age, and she had a
seriousness of expression almost startling for her years. ...

... She stood aloof from the other pupils, and one of her schoolfellows,
Miss Bradley Jenkins, says that she was quite as remarkable in those early
days as after she had acquired fame.! She seems to have strangely impressed
the imagination of the latter, who, figuratively speaking, looked up at
her “as at a mountain.” There was never anything of the schoolgirl about
Miss Evans, for, even at that early age, she had the manners and appearance
of a grave, staid woman; so much so, that a stranger, happening to call one
day, mistook this girl of thirteen for one of the Misses Franklin, who were
then middle-aged women.? ... Being greatly in advance of the other pupils
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in the knowledge of French, Miss Evans and Miss Jenkins were taken out of
the general class and set to study it together;3 but, though the two girls were
thus associated in a closer fellowship, no real intimacy apparently followed
from it. The latter watched the future “George Eliot” with intense interest,
but always felt as if in the presence of a superior, though socially their posi-
tions were much on a par. This haunting sense of superiority precluded the
growth of any closer friendship between the two fellow-pupils. All the more
startling was it to the admiring schoolgirl, when one day, on using Marian
Evans’s German dictionary, she saw scribbled on its blank page some verses,
evidently original, expressing rather sentimentally a yearning for love and
sympathy. Under this granite-like exterior, then, there was beating a heart
that passionately craved for human tenderness and companionship!

Blind, pp. 14, 17-18

NOTES
Mathilde Blind (1841-96, ODNB), a poet, published in 1883 the first full-length biog-
raphy of GE, ‘pioneering, sensitive, uneven and sympathetically feminist’ (Graham
Handley, ‘Mathilde Blind’, George Eliot Review, 29 (1998), 65-9 (p. 695)).

1. She may however have played with other pupils here more than she had at
Mrs Wallington'’s. A schoolmate reported that ‘she was always interested in their
childish games and sports on the lawn’ (Blanche Colton Williams, George Eliot:
A Biography (New York: Macmillan, 1936), pp. 23-4).

2. Both were under thirty-five. Their niece Rebecca Franklin Sharp, a pupil at the
time, later described Mary Franklin as ‘motherly, warm-hearted, businesslike,
bustling, and self-sacrificing in the extreme’, but Rebecca as ‘quite in the clouds. ...
A sort of intangible, diffusive, and yet exquisite elaboration of diction clothed all
her ideas ... as made it a perfect puzzle to catch her real meaning. ... Aunt Mary
said to me one day, you may be sure not boastingly, “My dear, I have always
endeavoured from my youth up to live to the glory of God.” Aunt Rebecca, being
asked by my mother if she minded getting old, replied, “I do not think of any-
thing so paltry”’ (Irene Morris, ‘George Eliot Reminiscences’, Coventry Herald, 7-8
November 1919, suppl., p. S).

3. ‘We sat side by side on the same form’, GE wrote in 1879, ‘translating
Miss Edgeworth into French when we were girls’ (Letters, vi, 197; see also I,
213-14).

WALKING BY THE ALPHABET
‘A fellow-pupil’

She learned everything with ease ... but was passionately devoted to music,
and became thoroughly accomplished as a pianist. Her masters always
brought the most difficult solos for her to play in public, and everywhere
said she might make a performer equal to any then upon the concert stage.
She was keenly susceptible to what she thought her lack of personal beauty,
frequently saying that she was not pleased with a single feature of her face
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or figure. She was not especially noted as a writer, but so uncommon was

her intellectual power that we all thought her capable of any effort; and

so great was the charm of her conversation, that there was continual strife

among the girls as to which of them should walk with her. The teachers
had to settle it by making it depend upon alphabetical succession.

George Willis Cooke, George Eliot: A Critical Study of Her Life,

Writings and Philosophy (Boston: Osgood, 1883), pp. 8-9

(quoted source untraced)

‘A BEING BORN TO INSPIRE LOVE’
Elizabeth M. Bruce

Going one day in an omnibus from Highgate to Ludgate Hill, we chanced to
occupy a seat opposite a lady who remarked upon the beauty of some green
leaves that were peeping from between the lids of the sketch-book which we
held in our hand. We replied that these leaves were brought from the grave
of George Eliot, which we had just visited. Her face brightened instantly,
and she said:

“Ah, she was a friend of mine. Our youth had the same surroundings. We
were schoolmates in the long ago.”

None save those as enthusiastically eager as we regarding the life of this
great novelist, can judge the delight with which we caught this statement
and proceeded to avail ourselves of the opportunity thus opened to us. We
asked the privilege of sitting by the lady who had become suddenly of such
interest in our eyes, and proceeded with a list of questions which she most
freely and cheerfully answered.

“Was Mary Ann Evans a precocious child - did she give evidence in those
beginning years of the great mental faculties which afterward distinguished
her?”

“No; she was not distinguished at school. She did not pass for a child of
more than usual mental ability.”!

“Was she a child of cheerful disposition?”

“She was unusually so. Our memory of her in those years is of an exceed-
ingly bright and happy child, who lived in the light of her own cheerful
spirit, and made sunshine for all who surrounded her.”?

“Was she beautiful?”

“No, she would not have been called beautiful in the sense in which
this world judges. But she had beautiful laughing eyes, and no one could
look into them without being made happier. Do you remember how she
describes Dinah in ‘Adam Bede’? ‘There was such kindness in the eyes.3
They seemed rather to be shedding love than making observations.’ That is
a perfect description of the mission to which her own beautiful eyes seemed
devoted.”
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“Was she a favorite among her companions?”

“Yes; eminently so. This was true, not alone of her childhood, but of all
the afterward of her life. She was a being born to inspire love to all by whom
she was surrounded.”

“Did this peculiarly happy spirit of her childhood continue with her in
her later life?”

In answer to this question a look of sadness overspread the kind face of
our companion and a mournful shake of the head made us sure that the
story of her childhood was a disconnected fragment of joy broken from
the after part of an existence in which life’s great intense tragedy began.

‘Communications: England’s Holy Ground’, Christian Leader,
27 October 1881, p. 3

NOTES
Elizabeth Meugens (Mrs James E.) Bruce, née Hurd (1830-1911), was an American
writer of juvenile fiction, a Universalist pastor, and an advocate for the higher educa-
tion of women. Another recollection by her appears in Part vii.

1. Explicitly at odds with the three preceding recollections. See also Charles D.
Lockwood in ‘The Countryside’ in Part vi.

2. Of these years GE later mentioned ‘“the absolute despair I suffered from of ever
being able to achieve anything”’ (Life, 1, 36).

3. An error for ‘There was no keenness in the eyes’ (Adam Bede, ed. by Carol A. Martin
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008), p. 21 (Book 1, Chapter 2)).

BUTTER AND CHEESE

Frederic R. Evans

After leaving school Mary Anne Evans returned to her father’s house at Griff,
and diligently continued her studies. There may have been some sense of
loneliness at times after her mother’s death,! through the frequent absence
of her father and brother on business, and from lack of companions of simi-
lar tastes to her own, but she was well supplied with books,? had masters
in foreign languages and music,® and was given to sitting up late absorbed
by her work, so much so that on one occasion the house was entered and
robbed without her being any the wiser. Presently, on her elder sister’s
marriage [in May 1837], she became manageress of her father’s house. One
rather imaginative biographer says that she became “dairy woman as well,
and that her right hand being larger than her left was accounted for by her
labours in crushing the curd.”* Whereas my father’s account was that “she
could never be persuaded to touch a cheese, and never made a pound of
butter in her life.”
‘George Eliot Centenary’, Coventry Herald, 7-8 November 1919,
suppl., p. 10; also in Coventry Standard, 7-8 November 1919, p. 9
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NOTES
The Revd Canon Frederic Rawlins Evans (1842-1927) was GE'’s nephew, her brother
Isaac’s eldest son. He never met her, prevented by the estrangement between father
and aunt, but was quoted ‘as saying it would be a life-long regret not to have known
her’ (Shirtmaker, p. 232).

1. She returned to Griff in spring 1835, twelve years old; Christiana Evans died on
3 February 1836. Two years later, asking Maria Lewis to pay a visit, GE described
her situation as ‘most inattractive’, promising ‘no amusement farther than a book,
a walk, and a dialogue’ (Letters, 1, 4). Maria Congreve, who visited there c.1834,
remembered ‘how she heard the piano approaching the house, the contrast between
the open piano and books and her father’s appearance’ (Shirtmaker, p. 147).

2. What we know of GE's reading during her six years at Griff comes from some
four dozen letters to only five people (Letters, 1, 3-86). Nearly two-thirds are
to Maria Lewis, whose evangelical fervour GE had shared since her days at
Mrs Wallington's. All the letters tend to display books for the recipients’
approval, so the picture they give of GE's reading is probably incomplete —
perhaps seriously so, since reading can be a relatively easy and safe means of
secret transgression. The list includes canonical prose and poetry in English,
Greek, Latin, French, and Italian; ecclesiastical histories, sermons, and religious
essays, as well as biographies and autobiographies of Evangelicals and missionar-
ies (but also of Samuel Johnson, Sir Walter Scott, and Louis XIV); a few scientific
treatises; plus the Bible, studied daily with a concordance and commentaries.
See Avrom Fleishman, ‘George Eliot’s Reading: A Chronological List’, GE-GHLS,
54-5 (2008), suppl., pp. 1-76, esp. pp. 5-7.

3. Joseph Brezzi, a local language teacher, gave weekly lessons in Italian and (from
March 1840) in German.

4. Exact quotation untraced, but the anecdote is in Blind, p. 20, and repeated by
GE'’s cousin William Mottram in The True Story of George Eliot in Relation to “Adam
Bede,” Giving the Real Life History of the More Prominent Characters (London: Unwin,
1905), p. 78.

‘“A PLAIN SORT O’ HANGEL"”’
Edgar L. Wakeman

My own discoveries of those who had lived about Griff when the members
of George Eliot’s family were all together here, include John Marston, an
old wheelwright, whose smithy still stands near the steading; “Bill” Jaques,
seventy-seven years of age, a schoolmate of Isaac Evans and a playmate of the
novelist; the old man Crabstock, whose generosity with a single turnip lost
him his place at Griff; Richard Emmons, living at Stockingford, now a very
old man, and reputed by the peasantry to have “hatfuls of sovereigns,” who
was, in turn, field labourer, house servant, and footman at Griff, footman at
“Birds Lodge,”! and finally house servant back at Griff for Isaac Evans, until
his death in 1890; and William Moore, now seventy-three years of age, who
lives at Collycroft, a little miners’ hamlet between Bedworth and Griff.

The latter is the son of the veritable Dame Moore, who kept the Dame’s
School opposite Griff’s gates.? It was in his mother’s cottage that George
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Eliot, then a maiden of fifteen, gathered together the children of the miners
and cottiers about Griff, and taught them, for several years, for an hour or
two each Sunday morning, and then took her ragged charges to Chilvers
Coton Church.? In the afternoon they all came together again, when she
taught them from Scriptures and some simple melodies of the time.

“God bless ee, sir!” said old William Moore, the tears trickling down his
wrinkled face. “I can see ‘er hangel face — she wor a plain sort o’ hangel, sir -
this minute afore my eyes. Mary Ann teached t’ class fur nigh onto five year.
She wot a great scholard, sir, an’ a ‘ooman true!”

‘George Eliot’s Early Home’, Leeds Mercury, 18 May 1895, suppl., p. 1

NOTES

An American journalist, Edgar L. Wakeman (1848-1934?) searched out GE’s old home

about 1892-93. He was so critical of her remaining relations that the Leeds Mercury

printed an apology praising them for all the good they had done (‘The Family of

“George Eliot”’, 1 June 1895, suppl., p. 4).

1. That is, Bird Grove, Foleshill, Coventry, where GE and her father moved in March
1841, when he retired.

2. GE was there in 1824.

3. ¢.1834; Bernard Taylor, a Nuneaton silk-weaver, recalled of GE later that she ‘used
to come Sunday mornings to Chilvers Coton Church with her father and sister in
a carriage. They were the only family that came in a carriage at that time, 1839
to 1840’ (‘George Eliot: Recollections of Her Early Life’, New-York Daily Tribune, 26
February 1899, suppl., p. 13).

A VISIT TO LONDON
J.W. Cross

Mr Isaac Evans himself tells me that what he remembers chiefly impressed
her was the first hearing the great bell of St Paul’s. It affected her deeply.!
At that time she was so much under the influence of religious and ascetic
ideas, that she would not go to any of the theatres with her brother, but
spent all her evenings alone reading.? A characteristic reminiscence is that
the chief thing she wanted to buy was Josephus’s ‘History of the Jews’; and
at the same bookshop where her brother got her this, he bought for himself
a pair of hunting sketches.

Life, 1, 39-40

NOTES
For John Walter Cross, see above. Other recollections by him appear below in this
part, in ‘The Continent’ in Part 1v, and in Parts v and vi.
1. The service less so: she was indignant with the chanters, ‘for it appears with
them a mere performance, their behaviour being that of schoolboys, glad of an
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opportunity to titter unreproved’ (Letters, 1, 7). The great bell (5.7 tons), cast in
1709, was ‘remarkably fine and clear in its tone’, producing ‘the musical note A,
concert pitch’ (EM. Cummings, The Companion to St. Paul’s Cathedral ..., 35th
edn (London: Author, 1869), p. 35). The visit was in August 1838, when GE was
eighteen years old.

2. In the daytime, however, she and Isaac ‘worked hard at seeing sights’ (Letters, 1, 6).
Greenwich Hospital interested her particularly, perhaps because of its charitable
role; she saw it with its full complement of 2,710 old or disabled seamen. (John
H. Brady’s New Pocket Guide to London and Its Environs (London: Parker, 1838),
pp. 288-92, devotes more space to the Hospital Chapel than to any other feature.)
At this time, Mary Sibree Cash recalled, GE’s piety ‘led her to visit the poor most
diligently in the cottages round her own home. Many years after, an old nurse of
mine told me that these poor people had said after her removal, “We shall never
have another Mary Anne Evans”’ (Life, 1, 156).

WRITING POETRY

Robert Evans

My Aunt Mary Ann (Geo Eliot) was staying with her half sister (Mrs
Houghton) at Bagginton near Coventry in 1839 at the same time there was
visiting my Uncle Henry Houghton his Sister then unmarried, during this
visit writing poetry had been a topic of conversation Aunt Houghton pro-
duced a “scrap book” and in it M.A.E. wrote three pieces - “A Sonnet” — “The
Song” and the “Farewell” alluded to! — the authoress remarked how badly
she had written them and either then or soon after the leaves were cut out
and Miss Houghton was allowed to take them ...

Letter to John Walter Cross, 1 March 1881, Yale

NOTE
Robert Evans (1832-1911) was GE’s nephew, also visiting Frances Houghton at this
time, mid-July.

1. Earlier in the letter Evans mentions this poem, GE’s first published work, which
appeared in the Christian Observer, January 1840 (see Haight, pp. 25-6). As soon
as she wrote ‘Farewell’, GE sent her ‘doggerel lines, the crude fruit of a lonely
walk last evening’ (Letters, 1, 27) to Maria Lewis, who urged her to submit it for
publication.

THE POWER OF SOUND
J.W. Cross

[Her] remarks on oratorio’ are the more surprising, because two years later,
when Miss Evans went to the Birmingham festival in September 1840,
previous to her brother’s marriage, she was affected to an extraordinary
degree, so much so that Mrs Isaac Evans — then Miss Rawlins - told me that
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the attention of people sitting near was attracted by her hysterical sobbing.
And in all her later life music was one of the chiefest delights to her, and
especially oratorio.

Life, 1, 44

NOTE
For John Walter Cross, see above. Other recollections by him appear in ‘The
Continent’ in Part v and in Parts v and vi.

1. Early in November 1838, just short of nineteen years old, GE declared it ‘little less
than blasphemy’ that the tenor John Braham, presumed at this time to be Jewish,
was in Mendelssohn's St Paul (1836) - adding that she would hardly regret it ‘if the
only music heard in our land were that of strict worship’ (Letters, 1, 13). By October
1840, again writing to Maria Lewis, she was praising Handel’s and Haydn's orato-
rios, and recommending that her friend read Wordsworth’s poem ‘On the Power
of Sound’ (pub. 1835) (1, 68).

AT FOLESHILL, COVENTRY, WITH THE BRAYS

‘A correspondent’

In this somewhat more populous neighbourhood she soon became known
as a person of more than common interest, and, moreover, as a most
devoted daughter and the excellent manager of her father’s household.!
There was perhaps little at first sight which betokened genius in that quiet
gentle-mannered girl, with pale grave face, naturally pensive in expression;
and ordinary acquaintances regarded her chiefly for the kindness and
sympathy that were never wanting to any. But to those with whom, by
some unspoken affinity, her soul could expand, her expressive grey eyes
would light up with intense meaning and humour, and the low, sweet
voice, with its peculiar mannerism of speaking - which, by-the-way, wore
off in after years? — would give utterance to thoughts so rich and singular
that converse with Miss Evans, even in those days, made speech with other
people seem flat and common. Miss Evans was an exemplification of the
fact that a great genius is not an exceptional, capricious product of nature,
but a thing of slow laborious growth, the fruit of industry and the general
culture of the faculties. At Foleshill, with ample means and leisure, her
real education began. She took lessons in Greek and Latin from the Rev.
T. Sheepshanks,® then head master of the Coventry Grammar School, and
she acquired French, German, and Italian from Signor Brezzi. An acquaintance
with Hebrew was the result of her own unaided efforts. From Mr. Simms, the
veteran organist of St. Michael’s, Coventry, she received lessons in music,
although it was her own fine musical sense which made her in after years an
admirable pianoforte player. Nothing once learned escaped her marvellous
memory; and her keen sympathy with all human feelings, in which lay the
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secret of her power of discriminating character, caused a constant fund of
knowledge to flow into her treasure-house from the social world about her.
Among the intimate friends whom she made in Coventry were Mr. and
Mrs. Charles Bray — both well known in literary circles. In Mr. Bray’s family
she found sympathy with her ardent love of knowledge and with the more
enlightened views that had begun to supplant those under which (as she
described it) her spirit had been grievously burdened.* Emerson, Froude,
George Combe, Robert Mackay, and many other men of mark, were at
various times guests at Mr. Bray’s house at Rosehill while Miss Evans was
there either as inmate or occasional visitor; and many a time might have
been seen, pacing up and down the lawn, or grouped under an old acacia,
men of thought and research, discussing all things in heaven and earth,
and listening with marked attention when one gentle woman's voice was
heard to utter what they were quite sure had been well matured before
the lips opened. Few, if any, could feel themselves her superior in general
intelligence, and it was amusing one day to see the amazement of a certain
Doctor, who, venturing on a quotation from Epictetus to an unassuming
young lady, was, with modest politeness, corrected in his Greek by his
feminine auditor.® One rare characteristic belonged to her which gave a
peculiar charm to her conversation. She had no petty egotism, no spirit of
contradiction: she never talked for effect. A happy thought well expressed
filled her with delight; in a moment she would seize the point and improve
upon it — so that common people began to feel themselves wise in her
presence, and perhaps years after she would remind them, to their pride and

surprise, of the good things they had said.
‘George Eliot’s Early Life’, Pall Mall Gazette, 30 December 1880, p. 10
(author untraced)

NOTES
1. They moved to Foleshill on 17 March 1841, when GE was twenty-one. Sara Hennell
later reported that GE ‘felt it a meager life’: ‘... all the entertaining at home -

farmers and so on - was most irksome to her, though she did it all scrupulously ...’
(Shirtmaker, p. 144); but compare Matilda Betham-Edwards’s recollection, n. 2, in
‘The Countryside’ in Part iv. At Foleshill GE’s charitable work continued; Mary
Sibree Cash wrote that ‘on her first visit to us [early in 1841] I well remember she
told us of a club for clothing set going by herself and her neighbour Mrs Pears, in
a district to which she said “the euphonious name of the Pudding-Pits had been
given”’ (Life new edn, p. 47; for further activities, see pp. 56-7). An unidentified
friend of GE’s at this time later remarked to Rose G. Kingsley that ‘“she was the
most devoted daughter for those nine years that it is possible to imagine”’, to
which Kingsley adds, paraphrasing the friend: ‘Her father always spent three days
in the week away from home and those three days were Miss Evans’s holidays,
given up to her work and her friends. But on the evenings he was at home, not
the most tempting invitation in the world would induce her to leave him’ (‘George
Eliot’s County’, Century Magazine, 30 (1885), 339-52 (p. 351)). In a rare glimpse
of GE's father, this friend is also quoted as saying that Robert Evans ‘would often
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open the front door himself if she chanced to come on the last day of the week. His
gruff welcome of “Come to see Mary Anne?” though kindly meant, never failed to
make her quake in her shoes, from its grave, severe tone’ (p. 351).

2. A mystery. Charles Bray, just below, mentions her ‘measured, highly-cultivated
mode of expression’ at this time, but by most accounts that did not wear off. For
GE herself on ‘the effect of a peculiarity of speech in conversation’, see the recol-
lection by A.G.C. Liddell in ‘Eton, Cambridge, and Oxford’ in Part 1v.

3. He was later asked what sort of pupil GE had been: ‘“She got on very well for a
young lady,” he replied, “very well, indeed; but I think if she had been a little
longer under my care, it would have done her no harm”’ (‘George Eliot’s Classical
Tutor’, Disciple, 1 (1881), 48-52 (p. 52)).

4. Mary Sibree Cash wrote that the Brays ‘were her world, and on my saying to her
once, as we closed the garden door together, that we seemed to be entering a
Paradise, she said, “I do indeed feel that I shut the world out when I shut that
door”’ (Life new edn, p. 60).

S. Later GE told Oscar Browning that she had ‘“to comprehend every word”’ before
she could ‘“understand anything of a Greek writer”” (Browning, p. 26). The
‘Doctor’ has remained untraced.

SUN AND SHADE
Charles Bray

I consider my intimate friendship of nine years with Miss Evans (George
Eliot) among the bright spots of my life. I saw a great deal of her, we
had long frequent walks together, and I consider her the most delightful
companion I have ever known; she knew everything. She had little self-
assertion; her aim was always to show her friends off to the best advantage -
not herself. She would polish up their witticisms, and give them the credit
of them. But there were two sides; hers was the temperament of genius
which has always its sunny and shady side. She was frequently very
depressed - and often very provoking, as much so as she could be agreeable -
and we had violent quarrels; but the next day, or whenever we met, they
were quite forgotten, and no allusion made to them. Of course we went
over all subjects in heaven or earth. We agreed in opinion pretty well at
that time, and I may claim to have laid down the base of that philosophy
which she afterwards retained.! ... At that time we were both very much
interested in Phrenology, and in 1844 she had a cast taken of her head by
Deville, in the Strand, which is still in my possession. We afterwards took
lessons of Mr. Donovan, on Organology, when he was staying at Coventry
and converting all the leading men of the city to the truth of the science
by the correctness of his diagnosis of character. Miss Evans’s head is a very
large one, 22 1/4 inches round; George Combe, on first seeing the cast,
took it for a man’s. The temperament, nervous lymphatic, that is, active
without endurance, and her working hours were never more than from
9 a.m. till 1 p.m. The 3rd Volume of Strauss was very heavy work to her,
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and she required much encouragement to keep her up to it.2 In her brain-
development the Intellect greatly predominates; it is very large, more
in length than in its peripheral surface. In the Feelings, the Animal and
Moral regions are about equal; the moral being quite sufficient to keep the
animal in order and in due subservience, but would not be spontaneously
active. The social feelings were very active, particularly the adhesiveness.3
She was of a most affectionate disposition, always requiring some one to
lean upon,* preferring what has hitherto been considered the stronger sex,
to the other and more impressible. She was not fitted to stand alone. Her
sense of Character — of men and things, is a predominatingly intellectual
one, with which the Feelings have little to do, and the exceeding fairness,
for which she is noted, towards all parties, towards all sects and denomi-
nations, is probably owing to her little feeling on the subject, — at least
not enough to interfere with her judgment. She saw all sides, and they are
always many, clearly, and without prejudice. ...

Although I had known Mary Ann Evans as a child at her father’s house at
Griff, our real acquaintance began in 1841 ... She was then about one-and-
twenty, and I can well recollect her appearance and modest demeanour as
she sat down on a low ottoman by the window, and I had a sort of surprised
feeling when she first spoke, at the measured, highly-cultivated mode of
expression, so different from the usual tones of young persons from the
country. We became friends at once. We soon found that her mind was
already turning towards greater freedom of thought in religious opinion,
that she had even bought for herself Hennell’s “Inquiry,”> and there was
much mutual interest between the author and herself in their frequent
meeting at our house. She said of him, “Mr. Hennell seemed to me a model
of moral excellence.”®

Phases of Opinion and Experience During a Long Life: An Autobiography
(London: Longmans, Green, 1884), pp. 72-6

NOTES

Charles Bray (1811-84, ODNB) was a ribbon manufacturer, social reformer, and phi-
lanthropist. He and his wife Caroline or ‘Cara’, née Hennell (1814-1905, ODNB), a
children’s writer, with her sister Sara Sophia Hennell (1812-99, ODNB), who wrote
on theology, were GE’s friends from her Coventry days until the end of her life - the
only disruption arising when Cara objected to GE’s union with GHL in 1854. ‘With
all three it is a beautiful and consistent friendship’, Cross notes, ‘running like a thread
through the woof of the coming thirty-eight years’ (Life, 1, 114).

1. Bray takes credit for GE’s interest in the unforgiving consequences of human
actions, and the moral dangers of orienting those actions towards some reward in
a future life. His Philosophy of Necessity; or, the Law of Consequences; as Applicable
to Mental, Moral, and Social Science (1841) argued for a mental determinism which,
once accepted, would compel widespread social reform.

2. For two years GE translated from the German Das Leben Jesu by David Friedrich
Strauss, who ‘proceeds to investigate every episode as told in all four Gospels,
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looking first at traditional interpretations, then at historical explanations, and
finally offering an argument for reading each episode mythically’ (Ashton, p. 52).
In February 1846 Cara Bray described GE as ‘Strauss-sick’ (Letters, 1, 206); the work
appeared anonymously in June. ‘She told me’, Oscar Browning says, ‘that her
greatest difficulty was to find the exact English equivalents for German particles’
(Browning, 26).

3. ‘T'am pronounced to possess a large organ of “adhesiveness,” a still larger one of
“firmness,” and as large of conscientiousness’ GE wrote in February 1842; ‘hence
if I should turn out a very weather cock and a most pitiful truckler you will have
data for the exercise of faith maugre common sense, common justice, and the
testimony of your eyes and ears’ (Letters, 1, 126).

4. One of the most influential statements ever made about GE, and a key motif of
Haight’s biography. One wonders how specific the comment was, in Bray’s mind,
to GE's character, since the idea is so commonplace. Compare John Chapman: ‘It
is the order of nature that women should lean on men, but men have none to lean
upon ..." (Gordon S. Haight, George Eliot & John Chapman: With Chapman’s Diaries
(New Haven: Yale University Press; London: Oxford University Press, 1940),
p- 158). For the idea in a religious context, see J. Hain Friswell, The Gentle Life:
Essays in Aid of the Formation of Character (London: Low & Marston, 1870), p. 93;
for its (conservative) political expression, see Victorian Women’s Magazines: An
Anthology, ed. by Margaret Beetham and Kay Boardman (Manchester: Manchester
University Press, 2001), p. 152.

5. An Inquiry Concerning the Origin of Christianity (London: Smallfield, 1838), by Cara’s
brother Charles Christian Hennell, argues that Christ’s life and the spread of
Christianity contain ‘no deviation from the known laws of nature, nor ... require,
for their explanation, more than the operation of human motives and feelings’
(2nd edn (1841), p. iv).

6. According to Mary Sibree Cash, GE described him as ‘“a perfect model of manly
excellence” (Life new edn, p. 60).

SCENES OF COVENTRY LIFE
Mary Sibree Cash

I

It was not until the winter of 1841, or early in 1842, that my mother first
received (not from Miss Evans’s own lips, but through a common friend) the
information that a total change had taken place in this gifted woman’s mind
with respect to the evangelical religion which she had evidently believed in
up to the time of her coming to Coventry, and for which, she once told me,
she had at one time sacrificed the cultivation of her intellect and a proper
regard to personal appearance.! ‘I used,’ she said, ‘to go about like an owl,
to the great disgust of my brother; and I would have denied him what I now
see to have been quite lawful amusements.’

My mother’s grief on hearing of this change in one whom she had begun
to love was very great; but she thought that argument and expostulation
might do much, and I well remember a long evening devoted to it by my
father. The discussion is now vividly present to my mind. There was not
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only on Miss Evans'’s part a vehemence of tone, startling in one so quiet, but
a crudeness in her objections, an absence of proposed solution of difficulties
which partly distressed and partly pleased me (siding as I did mentally with
my father), and which was in strange contrast to the satisfied calm which
marked her subsequent treatment of religious differences.

Upon my father’s using an argument (common enough in those days)
drawn from the present condition of the Jews as a fulfilment of prophecy,?
and saying, ‘If I were tempted to doubt the truth of the Bible, I should
only have to look at a Jew to confirm my faith in it’ - ‘Don’t talk to me
of the Jews!” Miss Evans retorted, in an irritated tone; ‘to think that they
were deluded into expectations of a temporal deliverer, and then punished
because they couldn’t understand that it was a spiritual deliverer that was
intended!” To something that followed from her, intimating the claim of
creatures upon their Creator, my father objected, ‘But we have no claim
upon God.” ‘No claim upon God!’ she reiterated indignantly; ‘we have the
strongest possible claim upon Him.’

I regret that I can recall nothing more of a conversation carried on for
more than two hours but I vividly remember how deeply Miss Evans was
moved, and how, as she stood against the mantelpiece during the last part
of the time, her delicate fingers, in which she held a small piece of muslin
on which she was at work, trembled with her agitation. ...

II

She attended the service at the opening of a new church at Foleshill® with
her father, and remarked to me the next day, that looking at the gaily
dressed people, she could not help thinking how much easier life would
be to her, and how much better she should stand in the estimation of her
neighbours, if only she could take things as they did, be satisfied with out-
side pleasures, and conform to the popular beliefs without any reflection or
examination. Once, too, after being in the company of educated persons
‘professing and calling themselves Christians,” she commented to me on the
tone of conversation, often frivolous, sometimes ill-natured, that seemed yet
to excite in no one any sense of impropriety.

III
As I knew Miss Evans, no one escaped her notice. In her treatment of serv-
ants, for instance, she was most considerate.* ‘They come to me,’ she used to
say, ‘with all their troubles,’ as indeed did her friends generally, — sometimes,
she would confess, to an extent that quite oppressed her. When any object
of charity came under her notice, and power to help was within her reach,
she was very prompt in rendering it. Our servant’s brother or sister, or both
of them, died, leaving children dependent on friends themselves poor.
Miss Evans at once offered to provide clothing and school-fees for one of
these, a chubby-faced little girl four or five years of age. Unexpectedly,
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however, an aunt at a distance proposed to adopt the child. I recollect tak-
ing her to say good-bye to her would-be benefactress, and can see her now
standing still and subdued in her black frock and cape, with Miss Evans
kneeling down by her, and saying, after giving her some money, ‘Then I
suppose there is nothing else we can do for her.’

v
In treating of love and marriage, Miss Evans'’s feeling was so fine as to satisfy
a young girl in her teens, with her impossible ideals. The conception of the
union of two persons by so close a tie as marriage, without a previous union
of minds as well as hearts, was to her dreadful. ‘How terrible it must be,’
she once said to me, ‘to find one’s self tied to a being whose limitations you
could see, and must know were such as to prevent your ever being under-
stood!’ She thought that though in England marriages were not professedly
‘arrangés,’ they were so too often practically: young people being brought
together, and receiving intimations that mutual interest was desired and
expected, were apt to drift into connections on grounds not strong enough
for the wear and tear of life; and this, too, among the middle as well as in
the higher classes. After speaking of these and other facts, of how things
were and would be, in spite of likelihood to the contrary, she would end by
saying, playfully, ‘Now remember I tell you this, and I am sixty!’s
She thought the stringency of laws rendering the marriage-tie (at that
date) irrevocable, practically worked injuriously;® the effect being ‘that
many wives took far less pains to please their husbands in behaviour and
appearance, because they knew their own position to be invulnerable.’
And at a later time she spoke of marriages on the Continent, where sepa-
rations did not necessarily involve discredit, as being very frequently far
happier.
Life new edn, pp. 48-9, 54, 55-6, 58

NOTES
The daughter of Charlotte and John Sibree, a dissenting minister, Mary Sibree
(1824-95), later Mrs John Cash, became GE’s friend soon after GE moved to Foleshill.
She sent her extensive recollections to Cross after he published the first edition of
the Life. In his subsequent one-volume edition, he quoted them under the heading
‘Communication from Mrs Cash’, pp. 46-60.

1. Apart from GE's letters at the time, this is the only first-hand account of her
religious turmoil, which led her in January 1842 to refuse to attend church with
her father (she resumed going in May). She was twenty-two years old. For a
detailed analysis of the ways GE expressed and controlled this crisis, see Rosemarie
Bodenheimer, The Real Life of Mary Ann Evans: George Eliot, Her Letters and Fiction
(Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press, 1994), pp. 57-84.

2. For example in Thomas Hartwell Horne, An Introduction to the Critical Study and
Knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, 7th edn, § vols (London: Cadell, 1834): ‘The
prophecies of the Old Testament distinctly announced that the MessiaH was TO
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coMe, when the government should be utterly lost from Judah. ... The tribe of
Judah is no longer a political body; it has no authority or magistrates of its own,
but is dispersed and confounded among the other tribes of Jews; its present condi-
tion, therefore, is an evident mark that Shiloh, or the Messiah, is already come’
@, 293).

3. St Paul’s District Church, ‘a neat brick edifice, in the modern style of architec-
ture, situate on the heath, erected by subscription, and a grant from the church
building society, in 1843’ (Francis White & Co., History, Gazetteer, and Directory, of
Warwickshire ... (Sheffield: White, 1850), p. 582).

4. A unidentified friend from this time later said that GE never allowed a maid to
tend her drawing-room fire: ‘She always had a man-servant in to do it, for she
could not bear, she said, to see a woman putting on coals’ (Kingsley, ‘George Eliot’s
County’, p. 351).

5. She was about twenty-three, Mary about sixteen.

6. A point of delayed and momentous significance. After falling in love with GE, GHL
could not divorce his wife Agnes, since legally he had condoned her adultery by
registering under his own name her children by another man (Ashton, p. 102).

MEETING RALPH WALDO EMERSON

Moncure Daniel Conway

Emerson remembered well that visit to the Brays at Rosehill [on 13 July
1848], when he sat with them under the beautiful acacia, and talked with
Charles Bray on the “Philosophy of Necessity,” which had reached him
in Concord and spoke to his mind. George Eliot was then Miss Evans of
Birdgrove, where Emerson’s essays were among her friends in loneliness.
When Emerson had talked a few moments with her he suddenly said,
“What one book do you like best?” She instantly answered, “Rousseau’s
Confessions.” He started, then said, “So do I. There is a point of sympathy
between us.”! George Eliot cherished the remembrance of meeting Emerson
under these happy auspices, and also in London, where she played the
piano at evening, in Dr. Chapman'’s house, without perhaps knowing that
Emerson’s ear for such music was what he used to call “marble.”?
Emerson at Home and Abroad, English and Foreign Philosophical Library,
19 (London: Triibner, 1883), p. 275

NOTES
An American freethinker and social reformer who for many years preached at London'’s
South Place Chapel, Moncure Daniel Conway (1832-1907, ODNB) knew Emerson well
and met GE a few times. Other recollections by him appear in ‘A Few Good Friends’
and ‘Out and About in London’ in Part 1v. Conway has a brief description of one of
GE'’s Sunday gatherings in his Autobiography: Memories and Experiences, 2 vols (Boston
and New York: Houghton, Mifflin, 1904), 11, 164-5.

1. An exchange spawning at least three additional versions. (a) From Conway himself,
just after he published this account: ‘I have been informed by one who was present
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that Emerson’s question was not “What one book do you like best?” but “What
one book do you find the most interesting?” To this she answered, “Rousseau’s
Confessions,” and he agreed with her in the words I have used’ (‘Emerson and
George Eliot’, The Times, 31 January 1883, p. 7). (b) From Mary Sibree Cash, c.1886:
‘She told us that he had asked her what had first awakened her to deep reflection,
and when she answered, Rousseau’s “Confessions,” he remarked that this was very
interesting, inasmuch as Carlyle had told him that very book had had the same
effect upon his mind’ (Life new edn, p. 104). (c) From ‘a private journal page of
April 1901’, recording Cara Bray'’s recollection of the incident: ‘A mild exclama-
tion made Mrs. Bray inquire what had surprised him. “I was asking Miss Evans
what work had most impressed her, and she tells me ‘Rousseau’s Confessions,” and
I exclaimed that it was strange, as that had been my own experience”’ (Warwick H.
Draper, ‘George Eliot’s Coventry Friends’, Cornhill Magazine, n.s. 20 (1906), 225-36
(p. 235)). For Rousseau as GE’s ‘great inspiration’, see Barbara Hardy, George Eliot:
A Critic’s Biography (London: Continuum, 2006), pp. 37-44.

2. Emerson stayed with John Chapman at 142 Strand from March to July 1848, before
GE moved there. GE did see Emerson later in London, but in April 1873 (Letters,
1X, 113). At Rosehill he struck her as ‘the first man I have ever seen’; Emerson, in
turn, ‘expressed his admiration many times to Charles - “That young lady has a
calm, serious soul ...”” (Cara Bray in Letters, 1, 271 n. 6). Mary Sibree Cash heard the
remark (from GE herself) differently: ‘““That young lady has a calm, clear spirit”’
(Life new edn, p. 104).

CROSSING THE COL DE BALME
Mathilde Blind

So they started on their travels, going to Switzerland and Italy by the
approved route, which in those days was not so hackneyed as it now is.
To so penetrating an observer as Miss Evans there must have been an infi-
nite interest in this first sight of the Continent. But the journey did not
seem to dispel her grief, and she continued in such very low spirits that
Mrs. Bray almost regretted having taken her abroad so soon after her
bereavement.! Her terror, too, at the giddy passes which they had to cross,
with precipices yawning on either hand - so that it seemed as if a false
step must send them rolling into the abyss — was so overpowering that the
sublime spectacle of the snow-clad Alps seemed comparatively to produce
but little impression on her. Her moral triumph over this constitutional
timidity, when any special occasion arose, was all the more remarkable.?
One day when crossing the Col de Balme from Martigny to Chamounix,
one of the side-saddles was found to be badly fitted, and would keep turn-
ing round, to the risk of the rider, if not very careful, slipping off at any
moment. Marian, however, insisted on having this defective saddle in spite
of the protest of Mrs. Bray, who felt quite guilty whenever they came to
any perilous places.

Blind, pp. S0-1
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NOTES

For Mathilde Blind, see above. She had this story from Cara Bray.

1. GE’s father died in the night of 30 May 1849. On 12 June the Brays took her
abroad, returning in July and leaving GE in Geneva. She returned in March 1850.

2. When GE first came to look at her Geneva lodgings, ‘she was so horrified with
the forbidding aspect of the stairs, that she declared she would not go up above
the first floor; but when she got inside the door she was reconciled to her new
quarters’ (Life, 1, 232).

‘QUEL ESPRIT VIGOUREUX'’

Louis Wuarin

Un petit détail qui montre bien quel esprit vigoureux c’'était que George
Eliot:

Un jour elle imagina un moyen de soulager son esprit “en proie a la pen-
sée”, et pour se calmer, pour oublier un moment les graves problémes ou les
visions d’avenir qui la hantaient! (mais dont elle gardait le secret pour elle,
aimant a se tenir le plus possible dans ’'ombre), elle se remit a ses mathé-
matiques qu’elle avait autrefois poussées assez loin. Elle prit un professeur,?
mais bient6t celui-ci se retira, déclarant qu’elle était assez avancée pour se
tirer d’affaire toute seule.

[A small detail which shows well what a vigorous mind George Eliot had:
One day she devised a way to relieve her mind ‘racked with thought’, and
to calm down, to forget for a moment the serious problems or the visions of
the future which haunted her (but which she kept to herself as a secret, since
she liked to remain in the shadow as much as possible), she started doing
mathematics again which she had formerly studied rather far. She hired a
professor, but soon the latter withdrew, claiming that she was advanced

enough to manage on her own.]

‘Correspondence Etrangéres: Suisse’, Livre, 3 (1881), 198-203 (p- 201);
translated by Véronique Maisier

NOTES
Louis Wuarin (1846-1927), a Swiss sociologist and economist, was a professor at the
University of Geneva. He presents this recollection as told to him by Frangois D’Albert
Durade, with whose family GE lodged in Geneva.

1. ‘When I was at Geneva', GE told D’Albert Durade after returning to England, ‘1 had
not yet lost the attitude of antagonism which belongs to the renunciation of any
belief - also, I was very unhappy, and in a state of discord and rebellion towards
my own lot’ (Letters, 11, 230-1).

2. Untraced. Cross says that ‘inspired by Professor de la Rive’s lectures, she had been
greatly interested in mathematical studies’, especially geometry (Life, m, 423).
During GE's stay, Arthur Auguste de la Rive gave a course of lectures on experimen-
tal physics intended especially for women (Letters, 1, 325).
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‘UNDERSTOOD EVERYTHING WONDERFULLY'
Lord Acton

M. d’Albert Durade. Geneva October 30, 1884!
She was charming and aff[ection]nate. Clung to Mme. d’Albert.2 Sought
work to distract her from violent emotion.
Never betrayed authorship.
Spoke French badly, but knew it well, & could hardly go back to English.
Understood everything wonderfully
Pantheistic.3 Spinoza. never sp[oke] of Comte.
Spiritualist — always disputing with him never with his wife.*
Sometimes heard Meunier.
Translated Latin & Greek for occupation.
Her master of math found that she was in the integral calculus.
Her eye sometimes flashed but never spoke with passion.
Remarkable for intelligence, not yet for imagination.
Appears as Lewes’s wife at Geneva [in June 1860] -
CUL, Add. MS 5627, fol. 617; reproduced with kind permission of
Lord Acton and the Syndics of Cambridge University Library

NOTES
The historian John Emerich Edward Dalberg Acton, 1st baron (1834-1902, ODNB),
came to know GE in 1878 and deeply respected her place in the history of ethical
thought. While reading the proofs of Cross’s Life and preparing his review of that
work for Nineteenth Century, Acton discovered that D’Albert Durade was still alive,
paid him a visit, and made these notes. Another recollection by Acton appears in
‘Vignettes’ in Part 1v.

1. Acton later used some of this material: ‘At Geneva she is still remembered with
affection. Her days were spent obscurely, in the hard work which was her refuge
from loneliness, from despondency, from the absence of a woman’s joys and
cares. She kept the secret of her authorship, and avoided aggressive speech; but
those whom she trusted knew her as a pantheist and a stubborn disputant. She is
described as talking well but showily ...” (‘George Eliot’s “Life”’, Nineteenth Century,
17 (1885), 464-85 (p. 470)).

2. ‘She kisses me like a mother’, GE told the Brays, ‘and I am baby enough to find
that a great addition to my happiness’ (Letters, 1, 322; GE has a warm reminiscence
of ‘Maman’ in v, 393). D’Albert Durade recalled in a letter to Cross ‘comment Miss
Evans se trouvait a l'aise dans l'intimité de notre intérieur de famille [how much
Miss Evans felt at ease in the intimate life of our family]’ (15 February 1885, Yale).

3. ‘For years of my youth,” GE wrote in 1869, ‘I dwelt in dreams of a pantheistic sort,
falsely supposing that I was enlarging my sympathy’ (Letters, v, 31).

4. Something not conveyed to her friends back home. She found the D’Albert
Durades ‘evangelical and conservative’, but admired their breadth of culture,
and soon loved Monsieur ‘as if he were father and brother both’: ‘His con-
versation is charming. I learn something every dinner-time’ (Letters, 1, 314,
316, 317).
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‘THE VERY LEARNED SCHOLAR, MISS EVANS’
Bessie Rayner Parkes Belloc

Driving from Warwick through the arching elms of that embowered nook of
the Shires, with a very dear and gifted companion! (a descendant of Oliver
Cromwell), we reached Coventry ... There, being at the time myself just two-
and-twenty,? I was taken to make the acquaintance of the very learned scholar,
Miss Evans. Not Abelard in all his glory, not the Veritable Isaac Casaubon of
French Huguenot fame, not Spinosa in Holland or Porson in England, seemed
to my young imagination more astonishing than this woman, herself not
far removed from youth, who knew a bewildering number of learned and
modern languages, and wrote articles in a first-class quarterly.

I remember the scene vividly, though, unfortunately, after so long an
interval of time I can remember none of the conversation. George Eliot
had a bad headache, and received us kindly and politely, but with an air
of resigned fatigue. Mr. Bray himself was a great talker; always full of ideas,
somewhat vigorously expressed. I do not remember that Miss Evans said
any noteworthy thing,* but I looked at her reverently, and noticed her extra-
ordinary quantity of beautiful brown hair (always to the last a great charm),
and that we all went out and stood on a sort of little terrace at the end of
the garden, to see the sunset, and that the light fell full on her head and
was reflected from her kind blue eyes. And as night fell, my companion and
I were driven back to Warwick, and I did not see the learned scholar again
till the next year in London, the year 1851.

‘Dorothea Casaubon and George Eliot’, in In a Walled Garden
(London: Ward and Downey, 1895), pp. 1-24 (pp. 4-6); first publ. in
Contemporary Review, 65 (1894), 207-16

NOTES
Bessie (Elizabeth) Rayner Parkes (1829-1925, ODNB), later Mme Louis Belloc, was a
journalist and campaigner for women’s rights. After meeting again in London, she and
GE were close friends for several years. Another recollection by her appears in Part i1.

1. Sara Hennell, who introduced her to GE (Joanne Shattock, ODNB).

2. Some confusion here. Parkes was twenty-two on 16 June 1851, but later refers to
1851 as ‘the next year’, even though GE did not debut in a ‘first-class quarterly’,
the Westminster Review, until 1851. GE returned to Rosehill from Geneva in late
March 1850, went away in April, and came back in June for seven months. If this
meeting did not take place in 1850, and if indeed it was at Rosehill, it occurred
sometime between late March and late September 1851.

3. Each figure in the list was in some respect controversial or unorthodox, so it con-
veys Parkes'’s idea of GE as a person with both rare erudition and daring independ-
ence of thought.

4. A point made several times in recollections of GE, although variously stated.
William Bell Scott found her ‘the most bland and amiable of plain women, and
most excellent in conversation, not finding it necessary to be always saying fine
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things’ (Autobiographical Notes of the Life of William Bell Scott, ed. by W. Minto,
2 vols (New York: Harper, 1892; repr. New York: AMS Press, [1970]), 1, p. 71).
Charles Dilke confided to his ‘Memoirs’ that although he worshipped GE'’s books,
she ‘never says anything in conversation’ (BL, Dilke Papers, Add. MS 43932, fol.
115, reproduced with kind permission of Fr Charles Dilke and the British Library
Board). Similar remarks come from Noah Porter (Part 1), Charles Godfrey Leland,
and Edward Dowden (both in ‘Sunday Gatherings at the Priory’ in Part 1v).



Part 11

An Anonymous London Journalist
1850-53

‘UNDER-BRED AND PROVINCIAL

Eliza Lynn Linton

It was at John Chapman’s [on 29 November 1850] that I first met George
Eliot - then Marian Evans, having adopted neither her pseudonym nor her
style and title of George Lewes’s wife.! “Confession is good for the soul,”
they say; and I will candidly confess my short-sighted prejudices with
respect to this — to be - celebrated person. These were her undeveloped
as well as her insurgent days.2 She was known to be learned, industrious,
thoughtful, noteworthy; but she was not yet the Great Genius of her age,
nor a philosopher bracketed with Plato and Kant,® nor was her personal-
ity held to be superior to the law of the land, nor was she recognised as a
conventional gentlewoman: - in those days, indeed, she was emphati-
cally not that! She was essentially under-bred and provincial; and I, in the
swaddling-clothes of early education and prepossession as I was, saw more
of the provincial than the genius, and was repelled by the unformed manner
rather than attracted by the learning. She held her hands and arms kangaroo
fashion; was badly dressed; had an unwashed, unbrushed, unkempt look
altogether; and she assumed a tone of superiority over me which I was not
then aware was warranted by her undoubted leadership. From first to last
she put up my mental bristles, so that I rejected then and there what might
have become a closer acquaintance had I not been so blind, and so much
influenced by her want of conventional graces.*
‘A First Meeting with George Eliot’, in My Literary Life
(London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1899), pp. 85-103 (pp. 94-6);
first publ. in The Woman at Home, 4 (1895), 443-7

NOTES
Like GE, Elizabeth Lynn Linton (1822-98, ODNB) had come to London to live by her
pen. She published her best-known novels in the 1870s and 1880s. Other recollec-
tions by her appear in Part u1 and in ‘Sunday Gatherings at the Priory’ in Part Iv.

1. Rosemarie Bodenheimer dates GE'’s insistence upon being called Mrs Lewes from
June 1857, when ‘family excommunication’ resulted from GE’s explanatory letter,

26
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signed Marian Lewes, to her brother Isaac’s lawyer (The Real Life of Mary Ann
Evans: George Eliot, Her Letters and Fiction (Ithaca and London: Cornell University
Press, 1994), p. 129). ‘Our marriage is not a legal one’, she wrote, ‘though it is
regarded by us both as a sacred bond’ (Letters, 11, 349).

2. Ten years before this essay appeared, William Hale White classed GE as one of ‘the
Insurgents’ (see his recollection below). Similarly, George Smith remarks that when
GE ‘first knew Lewes she was a member of a coterie of clever men and women who
were supposed to look down on “society” and on the ordinary woman. George
Eliot herself, at that stage, affected to despise the weaknesses of her sex, and the
relationship between men and women’ (‘Recollections of a long and busy life’,
NLS, MS 23191, fol. 217).

3. Ironic, but not untrue. At the height of her fame and just after her death GE was
widely considered a serious philosopher; Frederic Harrison, for example, indirectly
compares her in ‘knowledge, philosophic power, and moral seriousness’ to Kant
while drawing an explicit parallel between GE's and Plato’s epigrammatic ‘golden
words of wisdom'(The Choice of Books and Other Literary Pieces (London: Macmillan,
1886), p. 220).

4. According to GE, however, Linton declared when they first met that ‘she was
“never so attracted to a woman before as to me” - I am “such a loveable person”’
(Letters, 1, 337).

GRAND AND SMALL
Elsie Draper

I have a very happy recollection of George Eliot. I was very young, three
or four years of age, and was staying with the Brays. George Eliot was then
paying a visit to her old friends soon after or about the time she removed to
London. There was a grand piano in the room, the Brays being very musical,
and as I was playing with another child George Eliot went before me and
guided me so I should not bump against the instrument and hurt myself.
She was always very kind to children and was trying to save my head.
‘Reminiscences of George Eliot and the Brays’, Coventry Herald,
7-8 November 1919, suppl., p. 3

NOTE
Elsie (Mrs E. Herbert) Draper, née Hennell (c.1849-1924), was the daughter of a
Coventry ribbon manufacturer related to Sara Hennell and Caroline Bray. The occa-
sion recalled here was probably in early January 1851.

142 STRAND
Susanna Chapman

When I first saw George Eliot ... it was one evening at the house of a lady
who had asked us to meet at tea.! She was about twenty-four at that time,



28 GEORGE ELIOT: INTERVIEWS AND RECOLLECTIONS

and I had been told that she was very plain, but when I saw her she did not
give me that impression.? She had such fine eyes, and the upper part of her
face was so good, that it quite redeemed the lower part, which was large for
a woman, and heavily set. I remember being struck to find how short she
was when she rose from the tea-table, for I had imagined a tall woman as
I saw her seated. She was very quiet in her manner, and although she had
given no promise then of her doings in the future, she was always spoken of
as being clever and well-read. We lived at that time in the Strand, where we
had a large house.3 My husband, as you know, was the editor of a quarterly
review, in which everything tending towards advanced thought appeared.
Our house was frequented by the rising literary lights of the day - Herbert
Spencer, George Henry Lewes, and others; while many leading Americans
made it their headquarters, among them Emerson, but he had left before
George Eliot came to stay with us. To give you an idea of how literary was
our set, I can remember being in my drawing-room of an evening when
I was the only one out of forty people who had not written a book! George
Eliot, living then in the country, longed to see more of life, and we invited
her to spend a fortnight with us. She found our house and the friends who
surrounded us so congenial to her tastes, that she arranged to make her
home with us, and we were glad to have her.* The great charm of our house
to her was its wealth of books, in which she revelled. For a short time she
assisted my husband in editing the review, but to this work she never took
very kindly.> She had then done nothing beyond translating Strauss, for
which she was paid the sum of £20. But there is very little doubt that she
was meditating her future work. It was slowly fermenting in her mind, as
she used often to say to me that it was the great ambition of her life to write
a good novel, and when any book was under discussion she would remark,
‘I hope I may do better than that!’

How well I can see her now; small in person, and always beautifully neat
in her dress. She used to say she loved my breakfast-table, it was so bright
and cheery, such a contrast to those in Germany.® It was a joke between us
when she came to breakfast, that she used too much soap, wasted it, I said,
for I used to tell her she seemed to have washed all the colour out of her
face! Meal-time was always a cheerful one with us, the conversation that
enlivened it was often of the best, as you may imagine, but occasionally
George Eliot was the victim of a fool; and I remember her disgust one day
when an American gentleman detained her just as she was leaving the room
to ask her a riddle, the first, as he said, he had ever made. So standing with
her back to the door she waited with patience while he very gravely asked
her the following -

‘Why is Punch a dealer in hardware?’

The subtle wit of even a George Eliot was not equal to the burden of a
reply; so, with much delight at his own ingenuity, the American gave the
profound answer - ‘Because he deals in irony!’
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This was too much for George Eliot, and she fled from the tormentor.” But
she never forgot to inquire of me if he had perpetrated a second riddle.

My aunt was living with me at the time, and during her last illness I was
much occupied and fatigued nursing her.?

‘Ah,’ said George Eliot to me one day, ‘you will never regret your labour
of love. The greatest consolation I have now is in looking back at the time
when I nursed my father in his last illness. There was much weariness and
fatigue in all I underwent then; but I am glad to think that I was able to
doit.” ...

I remember once two friends of mine coming to stay with me, an old lady
and her daughter, simple, gentle-hearted people, and not at all cultured in
the sense of being well-read. To them George Eliot took immediately. She
played beautifully on the piano, and my friends were delighted; so she said,
‘I have not very much time, but if you enjoy my playing I shall be glad to
play to you whenever you can come to my room.”® After my friends left us
George Eliot said to me, ‘If I were not myself, I would rather be Miss — (the
daughter) than any one I know. Intellectuality is all very well, but there is
something beautiful in the love of that girl for her mother, and the sincere
simple natures of those two women are delightful.’ ...

It was at our house that George Eliot first knew Herbert Spencer and
George Henry Lewes.!® We often went to the theatre together, as Mr. Lewes
was at that time theatrical critic for the Leader. George Eliot’s long and
faithful friendship for Lewes began at first in fun. He was one of the most
good-tempered, amiable, wittiest of men - and the vainest. He had written a
novel called ‘Rose, Blanche, and Violet.” One of the characters in this novel,
described as a very vain and very ugly man,!! so resembled himself that
George Eliot asked me to put the question to him, ‘Who was the original?’
I felt sure he meant it for himself; but no, he gave me the name of another
gentleman who was equally as plain, and not half so amiable.!? ...

She lived with us for two years, and when we changed our house she
arranged to come with us.’® In the meantime, however, other complica-
tions arose. I heard that she meditated a visit to Germany, in company with
Mr. Lewes, and we lost sight of each other after that.

J.J.P., ‘Memories of George Eliot’, Burlington, 1 (1881), 364-68
(pp. 365-8)

NOTES
The person whose memories are quoted here is never identified, but she is obviously
Susanna Chapman, née Brewitt (1808-92), who married the physician and publisher
John Chapman (1821-94, ODNB) in 1843. Five years after this recollection appeared,
she was reported to be ‘putting together materials for a life of George Eliot’ ('Notes on
Authors’, Publishers’ Weekly, 30 October 1886, p. 619). J.J.P. has remained untraced.

1. Presumably Sara Hennell, whom GE visited in Clapton in spring 1846, when the
Chapmans lived nearby (Letters, 1, 219 n. 4).
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. If they met in spring 1846, GE was twenty-six.

. An elision. The Chapmans moved to 142 Strand in July 1847.

. Yes and no. After visiting from 18 November to 2 December 1850, GE moved in
on 8 January 1851, having decided to pursue a career in journalism. In March
she returned to Rosehill, driven away by the jealousy of Susanna Chapman and
Elisabeth Tilley, John Chapman’s live-in mistress, who believed some intimacy
had occurred between him and GE (Rosemary Ashton, 142 Strand: A Radical
Address in Victorian London (London: Chatto & Windus, 2006), pp. 88-90). GE
returned on 29 September 1851 as the Westminster Review's ‘assistant editor’
(really the editor, uncredited). For rich daily detail on GE in the midst of this
domestic tangle, see Haight, George Eliot & John Chapman: With Chapman’s Diaries
(New Haven: Yale University Press; London: Oxford University Press, 1940), esp.
pp. 128-49, 171-5.
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