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Preface

This book has its origins in courses taught by the author to various under-
graduate and graduate students at the Indian Institute of Technology, Kan-
pur, India. The diversity of inorganic chemistry and its impact on polymer
chemistry has been profound. This subject matter has grown considerably
in the last decade and the need to present it in a coherent manner to young
minds is a pedagogic challenge. The aim of this book is to present to the
students an introduction to the developments in Inorganic and Or-
ganometallic polymers.

This book is divided into eight chapters. Chapter 1 provides a general
overview on the challenges of Inorganic polymer synthesis. This is fol-
lowed by a survey of organic polymers and also includes some basic fea-
tures of polymers. Chapters 3-8 deal with prominent families of inorganic
and organometallic polymers. Although the target group of this book is the
undergraduate and graduate students of chemistry, chemical engineering
and materials science it is also hoped that chemists and related scientists
in industry would find this book useful.

I am extremely thankful to my wife Sudha who not only encouraged me
throughout but also drew all the Figures and Schemes of this book. I also
thank my children Adithya and Aarathi for their constant concern on the
progress of this book. I express my acknowledgment to the editorial team
of Springer-Verlag for their cooperation.

July 2004 Vadapalli Chandrasekhar, Kanpur
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1 Inorganic Polymers: Problems and Prospects

1.1 Introduction

One of the indicators of the progress of human civilization is the type of
materials that are accessible to society. Just as the Metal (Bronze and Iron)
Age marked the beginning of a new chapter of human civilization at the
end of the Stone Age, the advent of organic polymers in the last century
has heralded a new era. Conventional materials such as iron, steel, wood,
glass or ceramics are today being either supplemented or replaced by
polymeric materials. From commonplace and routine (elastomers, fibers,
thermoplastics) to special and high technology applications (electronic,
electrical, optical, biological) polymers are being increasingly utilized.
This dramatic impact of polymers has become possible because of two im-
portant factors. Firstly, the intrinsic versatility of carbon to form bonds to
itself and to other hetero atoms such as oxygen, nitrogen or sulfur has en-
abled the extension of the principles of organic chemistry to polymer syn-
thesis. This methodology has allowed the assembly of a large variety of
polymers that possess varying properties which can fulfill wide and di-
verse needs. Secondly, the accessibility of inexpensive petroleum feed
stocks from the beginning of the last century has allowed a large-scale
availability of the building blocks of polymer synthesis and this in turn has
helped the mass production of polymeric materials. From exotic laboratory
materials polymers have become bulk commodities [1-3].

In spite of such wide-ranging applications and ubiquitous presence car-
bon-based polymeric materials probably do not have the capability to ful-
fill all the demands and needs of new applications [2]. For example, many
organic polymers are not suitable for applications at extreme temperatures.
Typically, at very low temperatures they become very brittle while at high
temperatures they are oxidatively degraded. Also, most organic polymers
are a fire hazard because of their excellent flammability properties. Most
often it is required to blend fire-retardant additives to organic polymers to
make them less hazardous with respect to inflammability. Another impor-



2 1 Inorganic Polymers: Problems and Prospects

tant limitation is that the petroleum feed stocks are not going to last for
ever. Clearly this stock is going to run out fairly quickly given the rate of
its consumption. Even if one considers that coal reserves are much larger
and hence may provide the necessary basis for the continuation of the or-
ganic polymers there is going to be a need for supplementing these con-
ventional systems with polymers that contain inorganic elements. It is to
be noted that silicon is the second most widely present element in the
earth's crust (27.2 % by weight), while carbon ranks seventeenth in the or-
der of abundance (180 ppm). If one takes into account the presence of car-
bon in oceans and atmosphere also, its abundance goes up to the fourteenth
position [4]. Thus, it makes chemical sense to look for alternative poly-
meric systems based on non-carbon backbones. Lastly, another compelling
reason to look for newer polymeric systems containing inorganic elements
is the line of thinking that if organic polymers themselves are so diverse in
terms of their structure and property, it should be possible to find entirely
new types of polymeric systems with completely different properties in
some combination of inorganic elements. These are a few reasons that
have motivated research scientists across the world to find ways of assem-
bling new types of polymers that are based on inorganic elements [5-9]. It
must be stated at the outset that most of these efforts have resulted in
polymers which not only contain inorganic elements but also have organic
groups either as side groups or in the main-chain itself. While there are
some examples of pure inorganic polymers they still remain rare. In order
to appreciate the problems of inorganic polymer synthesis it is worthwhile
to briefly examine the synthesis of organic polymers. A more detailed sur-
vey of organic polymer synthesis is presented in Chap. 2.

1.2 Procedures for Synthesizing Organic Polymers

Most organic polymers can be synthesized by using any of the following
three general synthetic methods: (1) Polymerization of unsaturated organic
monomers. (2) Condensation of (usually) two difunctional monomers with
each other. (3) Ring-opening polymerization of cyclic organic rings to lin-
ear chain polymers [1-3].

Vinyl monomers such as CH2=CH2 (and others such as CF2=CF2), mono
substituted ethylenes CH2=CH(R) (such as propylene, styrene, vinyl chlo-
ride, acrylonitrile, methyl methacrylate, etc.), some disubstituted olefms
CH2=CRR' (such as isobutylene), dienes (such as 1,3-butadiene, isoprene)
and also monomers such as acetylene can be polymerized by various po-
lymerization methods to afford linear chain polymers. In all of these po-
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lymerization reactions two new C-C single bonds are created in place of
one C=C double bond. This process is thermodynamically favorable. Rep-
resentative examples of polymers that have been synthesized by this
method are shown in Fig. 1.1.

- C H 2 — CH 2 4-
J n

Polyethylene

-f-CH2— CH-4-
L 1 Jn

Cl

Poly(vinyl chloride)

- | - C H 2 — C H - 1 -
L j J n

P
Polystyrene

-CFj— CF-

Polytetrafluoroethylene

I

CH3

Polyisoprene

- | -CH 2 —CCI 2 ] -
L -1 n

Poly(vinylidene chloride)

-f-CH2—CH-4-
L I J n

CN

Polyacrylonitrile

-f-CH=CH-|-
L Jn

Polyacetylene

•fCH2-CH-h
I- I J n

Poly(vinyl pyrrolidine)

-j-CH2-CH-|-
L I J n

H2N^ ^ O

Polyacrylamide

-f-CH2-C(CH3)-l-
i. I J n

c=o
CH3

Poly(methyl methacrylate)

- C H 7

Poly(c/s-butadiene)

Fig. 1.1. Representative examples of organic polymers prepared from unsaturated
organic monomers

The second method of obtaining organic polymers involves the exploita-
tion of functional group chemistry of organic molecules. Thus, for exam-
ple the reaction of a carboxylic acid with an alcohol affords an ester. In-
stead of condensing two mono functional derivatives in reacting two
difunctional compounds (dicarboxylic acids and diols) one obtains a poly-
ester (see Eq. 1.1).

(1.1)o
R—COH R'OH

-H,0
O

R—C-O—R'

O
II

O

HO—C-R—C-OH
-H,0

HO-R'-OH R— C— O—R'-O-

Polyester
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This methodology is quite general and can be utilized to prepare several
types of polymers such as polyamides, polyimides, polyurethanes, poly-
ethers etc. The polymer properties depend on the type of functional groups
that link the polymer building blocks. Further modulation is achievable by
varying the nature of the difunctional monomer within each class of poly-
mers. It is not always necessary to condense two difunctional monomers.
Some polymers such as polyethers are prepared by the oxidative coupling
of the corresponding phenols. A few examples of polymers that can be
prepared by the condensation reactions are shown in Fig. 1.2.

-j-NH-(CH2)6-C-(CH2)4-c4
1 J n

Polyamide

+O-CH2CH2OC

Polyester

X
+0—
L

(CH2)a-OC—NH—<£

Polyurethane

NH-C

N—

Polyimide

N'

H

Poly(benzimidazole)

Polyquinoxaline

Fig. 1.2. Polymers prepared from the condensation reactions of organic monomers

The third method of polymer preparation involves a ring-opening po-
lymerization (ROP) of cyclic monomers to polymeric chains. Thus,
monomers such as ethylene oxide, propylene oxide or even tetrahydrofu-
ran can be used as monomers for ROP. Cyclic amides (lactams) and cyclic
esters (lactones) can also be polymerized. It is important to note that all
cyclic organic compounds cannot be converted into linear chains. For ex-
ample, well-known organic molecules such as benzene, cyclohexane, di-
oxane, tetrahydropyran etc., cannot be polymerized to the corresponding
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polymers. Some examples of organic polymers that can be obtained by
ROP are shown in Fig. 1.3.

4-O—CH2—CH2+ 4-O—CH CH24 4~O—CH2—CH—^

UH3 yH2

ci
Poly(ethylene oxide) Poly(propylene oxide) Poly(epichlorohydrin)

H O

4-O-CH2-CH2-CH2-CH24- 4-N-CH2-CH2-CH2-CH2-CH2-C-^

Poly(tetramethytene oxide) Polycaprolactam (Nylon-6)

[Poly THF]

f
O

O-CH 2 -CH 2 -CH 2 -CH 2 -CH 2 -CM-
Jn

Polycaprolactone

Fig. 1.3. Polymers prepared by the ring-opening polymerization of cyclic organic
monomers

1.3 Inorganic Polymers: A Review of Synthetic Strategies

In light of the previous discussion on the synthesis of organic polymers we
can now look at the strategies that would be needed for assembling inor-
ganic polymers. It must be borne in mind that many inorganic compounds
such as inorganic oxides (for example, SiO2, B2O3, A12O3 etc.,) or inor-
ganic nitrides (for example, Si3N4, BN etc.,) are technically polymeric sub-
stances which are built from simple structural blocks [4]. However, sub-
stances of this type are not considered in this discussion. Only inorganic
polymeric substances that are analogous in terms of their solution behavior
to organic polymers are considered. Thus, most organic polymers are solu-
ble in some kind of organic solvents (some such as Kevlar are soluble in
mineral acids) and more importantly they retain their macromolecular
structure in solution. Further, many organic polymers retain their proper-
ties upon melting. These properties are possible because of the essentially
covalent linkages that are present in these organic polymer chains. Inor-
ganic polymer synthesis needs to address the issue of formation of cova-
lent bonds between similar or dissimilar inorganic elements so that poly-
meric structures are realized. As will be shown in subsequent sections such
element-element linkages can be accomplished in many ways.
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1.3.1 Unsaturated Inorganic Compounds

We will first look at the possibility of utilizing inorganic compounds that
contain double or triple bonds between them, as monomers for organic
synthesis. In order to keep the discussion simple we can limit ourselves by
looking at such compounds belonging to the elements of Groups 14 and
15. Thus, the silicon analogue of ethylene is H2Si=SiH2. Even before we
consider this compound it is worthwhile to note that many silicon ana-
logues of alkanes viz., SinH2n+2 have been prepared by the German chemist
Alfred Stock [4]. He noted that these silanes were extremely reactive and
burnt spontaneously in air. In fact, Stock had to develop hitherto unknown
vacuum-line techniques for handling such pyrophoric compounds. From
this reactivity behavior it is anticipated that the corresponding silicon ana-
logues of ethylene in particular and other olefins in general would be ex-
tremely reactive. For a long time compounds of silicon that contain double
bonds between them could not be prepared and either cyclic- or oligomeric
compounds, (or in some instances even some polymeric products) were the
result of such investigations [10]. Similarly, it was not possible to isolate
compounds of other main-group elements which contain double bonds be-
tween them. Several such failures have led to the promulgation of a dou-
ble-bond role. This stated that heavier main-group compounds containing
double bonds cannot be prepared. The rationale for this rule emanates from
two possible reasons. Heavier main-group elements are larger in size and
hence their inter-atomic distances are also longer (in comparison to car-
bon). Consequently, the additional /»-orbital overlap between heavier main-
group elements to generate a double bond would be quite weak. The dou-
ble-bond rule held its own for a long time until its demise in 1981. In this
year the double bond rule was firmly thrown out and a series of main
group compounds containing double bonds were isolated and characterized
[10-11]. The synthetic technique that contributed to this success was the
utilization of sterically hindered groups for kinetically stabilizing these re-
active compounds. The idea was to use large-sized substituents to steri-
cally protect the double bonds once they were formed. Using this method-
ology stable compounds containing Si=C, Si=Si, P=C, P=P, P=As, Sb=Sb
and even Bi=Bi double bonds were synthesized and characterized [12]
(Fig. 1.4). It can be seen that the size of the sterically hindered group in-
creases with the increase in the size of the main-group element. Although,
the problem of preparing multiple-bonded compounds containing heavy
main-group elements was thus solved, the very method of stabilizing these
compounds defeats the possibility of using them as monomers for polymer
synthesis. For example, it was found that the in situ generated disilene
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z'Pr2Si=SizPr2 undergoes spontaneous oligomerization to the cyclic tetramer
[iPr2Si]4 (seeEq. 1.2) [13].

Me^Sk OSiMe3

S i=C
Me 3 Si / Ad

Ad = adamantyl R = CH(SiMe3)2

Fig. 1.4. Compounds of main-group elements that contain double bonds between
them

(1.2)

hv

-anthracene
R2Si=SiR2

R R

R-Si Si—R

R-Si Si—R
I I
R R
R = /Pr

Unsaturated organic compounds such as olefins also are reactive; how-
ever, their reactivity can be suitably directed to afford various kinds of
products including polymers. Manipulating the reactivity of the newly dis-
covered unsaturated inorganic compounds, to afford polymeric products
still remains a synthetic challenge. Recently it was observed that
MesP=CPh2 could be polymerized by either radical or ionic initiators to af-
ford moderate molecular weight polymers, [MesPCPh2]n (Mes = 2,4,6-
Me3-C6H2-) [14].

1.3.2 Inorganic Polymers from Acyclic Monomers

Various types of polymerization reactions involving appropriate inorganic
acyclic monomers have been quite effectively utilized for the preparation
of polymers containing inorganic elements or inorganic groups. Some of
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these examples are illustrated in this section. These polymerization strate-
gies are of two types.

1. A reaction where a small molecule is eliminated from a single
monomer to generate the polymer.

2. A reaction between two appropriate difunctional monomers to
eliminate a small molecule and afford a polymeric material.

1.3.2.1 Polymer Synthesis from a Single Monomer

Various types of reactions have been used for the synthesis of polymers
starting from a single monomer. Thus, for example, dehydration of dior-
ganosilane diols affords the corresponding polymeric organosiloxanes. The
most widely known inorganic polymer viz., poly(dimethylsiloxane),
[Me2SiO]n, can be prepared in this manner (other routes for the synthesis
of this polymer are also known) [15-17]. Although the reaction involved in
the synthesis of poly(dimethylsiloxane) is the hydrolysis of dimethyldi-
chlorosilane, the immediate product of the reaction is Me2Si(OH)2 which is
the actual monomer that undergoes self condensation by the elimination of
water. This process of dehydration leads to the formation of [Me2SiO]n

(see Eq. 1.3).

(1.3)Me2SiCI2 2H2O
-2HCI

Me2Si(OH)2

nMe2Si(OH)2

-nH2O
[Me2SiO]n

The dehydration reaction has also been used to prepare ladder-type
polymers. Thus, the hydrolysis of PhSiCl3 affords PhSi(OH)3 which un-
dergoes a self condensation reaction to generate a ladder-like polymer
which is known as polysilsesquioxane (see Eq. 1.4) [15, 16].

R~] R n 4">

4n RSi(OH)3
-6H,O

Si '

O

R

sr

o

-1
Rj

sr

o

Polysilsesquioxane

Metal-assisted dehalogenation reaction, analogous to the well-known
Wurtz reaction has been very effectively employed for the preparation of
polysilanes which contain catenated organosilicon units. Thus, the reaction
of a variety of diorganodichlorosilanes with finely divided sodium in a
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high boiling solvent such as toluene affords the corresponding polysilanes.
The reaction involves elimination of sodium chloride. The yields of polysi-
lanes vary from being low to moderate. For example, the reaction of
phenylmethyldichlorosilane with sodium affords poly(methylphenylsilane)
(see Eq. 1.5) [17-19]. This approach has been used for preparing many
poly(dialkylsilane)s as well as poly(diarylsilane)s. Polysilanes containing
mixed substituents have also been successfully assembled from this ap-
proach [19]. However, the Wurtz-type coupling reaction is not tolerant of
reactive groups (such as halogens or the hydroxyl groups).

(1.5)Ph
QL«CI Na_

Toluene

110 °C

Ph

Si—

L MeJ

-NaCI Poly(methylphenylsilane)

Wurtz-coupling has also been successfully employed for the preparation
of a number of copolymers of polysilanes. For example, reacting a 1:1
mixture of phenylmethyldichlorosilane and dimethyldichlorosilane with
molten sodium in toluene affords a high-molecular-weight copolymer con-
taining a random arrangement of [PhMeSi] and [Me2Si] units (see Eq. 1.6)
[19]. A remarkable feature of the polysilanes is the presence of o-
conjugation in their backbone. Many of these polymers, consequently, are
being increasingly investigated for novel electronic applications. Another
interesting feature of polysilanes is their sensitivity to light. Thus, many
polysilanes undergo photoscission upon exposure to light. This radiation
sensitivity is far greater in solution than in the solid-state. Although this
might at first sight sound detrimental for any applications, this property of
photobleaching allows these polymers to be used as photoresists for micro-
lithography [19].

Me] (1.6)Ph Me

s
I „ r N I'r.iCI

Me' \ | Me" \ | Toluene
110 °C Me Me

" N a C I Copolymer

The dehalogenation reaction has also been used for preparing unusual
polymers that contain the Si-Si o-bonds in conjugation with an organic n-
system. Thus, reaction of dichlorosiloles with lithium metal results in the
formation of l,l'-polysiloles (see Eq. 1.7) [20, 21]. Every silicon in these
polymers is also a part of a five-membered unsaturated heterocyclic ring.
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Ar. Ar

Me s i f Me
Cl ' SCI

1 - 2Li

THF, -20 °C

2 .HMgBr

Ar = p-C6H4-Et

(1.7)

A high-molecular-weight polystannane was also prepared by using the
dehalogenation reaction [22]. Di-«-butyltindichloride undergoes a dechlo-
rination upon reaction with sodium metal in toluene. 15-Crown-5-ether
was used as a structure-specific sequestering agent for sodium ions. It was
found that the optimum reaction temperature for obtaining a high-
molecular-weight polystannane, [R2Sn]n was about 60 °C (see Eq. 1.8).
Polystannanes are extremely sensitive to light and photo-bleach rapidly to
form low-molecular-weight compounds. This can cause difficulties in syn-
thesis unless precaution is taken to avoid light during the reaction and the
subsequent work-up.

Sn;S ,nCI

\ ,

Na/15-crown-5
Toluene

60 CC

-NaCI

R

JSn

R n

R = nBu

Polystannane

(1.8)

Similar to polystannanes a number of poly(dialkylgermane)s have also
been prepared by the Wurtz-type coupling reaction (see Eq. 1.9) [23, 24].

(1.9)
Na

Toluene

110 °C
-NaCI

R

•hofj
R .

Polygermane

Catalytic dehydrogenation is an alternative method for the preparation
of polysilanes. This reaction involves the dehydrogenation of RSiH3 to af-
ford polysilanes of the type [RSiH]n(see Eq. 1.10).

Ph
J Cp2ZrMe2

-H,

Ph

Poly(phenylsilane)

(1.10)

The dehydrogenation reaction is catalyzed by many types of or-
ganometallic complexes of titanium or zirconium [25]. The molecular
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weights of the polysilanes obtained by dehydrogenation reactions are
lower than those obtained by the Wurtz-type dehalogenation method. An-
other limitation of this methodology is that it seems to be applicable to
only arylsilanes; many alkyl silanes with the exception of CH3SiH3, are
quite unresponsive towards this reaction. Secondly, this method is not very
effective for preparing polysilanes of the type [RR'Si]n. However, polysi-
lanes prepared by the dehydrogenation reaction contain a reactive Si-H
group that can be used for further elaboration involving hydrosilylation re-
actions.

Catalytic dehydrogenation reactions have also been used for the prepa-
ration of polystannanes. Unlike polysilanes, polystannanes of the type
[R2Sn]n can be prepared by this method. Thus, the dehydrogenation of
dialkyltindihydrides, R2SnH2, by zirconocene catalysts provides a good
route for the preparation of high-molecular-weight polystannanes,
H(SnR2)H (see Eq. 1.11) [26]. These polymers contain reactive terminal
Sn-H groups.

,,nH
5 n -

Zirconocene
catalyst

Mo

R

-sU
R .

(1.11)

Heating the inorganic heterocyclic ring B3N3H6 leads to the loss of hy-
drogen to afford a polymer where the borazine rings are interconnected
with each other [27] (see Eq. 1.12). These types of polymers have been
found to be useful as precursors for the preparation of the ceramic boron
nitride.

N—B
/ \ 70 °C

-H, -<o-
(1.12)

Polyphosphinoboranes containing phosphorus and boron linked to each
other in polymeric chains have remained elusive for a long time. Recently,
catalytic dehydrogenation of the phosphine-borane adducts has been found
to be effective to prepare the linear polymer. Thus, thermal treatment of
PhPH2.BH3 in the presence of catalytic amounts of [(l,5-COD)Rh(u-Cl)]
affords the linear polymer poly(phenylphosphinoborane), [PhHPBH2]n (see
Eq. 1.13) [28-30]. High polymers with Mw of about 33,000 have been iso-
lated by this procedure.
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H—P—B—H
Cl

RhL Ph

— P — B H 2 -

H

(1.13)

130°C

-H2

L = 1,5-Cyclooctadiene Poly(phenylphosphinoborane)

Polyphosphazenes containing alternate phosphorus and nitrogen atoms
in the polymer backbone can be prepared by a variety of synthetic meth-
ods. These include condensation polymerization reactions which involve
appropriate monophosphazene precursors such as Me3SiNPRR'OR". These
compounds also known as JV-silylphosphoranimines eliminate the
silylether Me3Si0R", upon heating, with the formation of polymeric prod-
ucts. Many, poly(alkyl/arylphosphazene)s can be prepared by this proce-
dure. For example, the preparation of poly(dimethylphosphazene) is ac-
complished by heating the Af-silylphosphoranimine Me3SiN=PMe2-
(OCH2CF3) (see Eq. 1.14) [31, 32].

Me A

Me3SiN=P-OCH2CF3 -
I - CF3CH2OSiMe3

(1.14)

Me

Poly(dimethylphosphazene)

This method is fairly general and has been used for the preparation of a
wide variety of high-molecular-weight poly(alkyl/arylphosphazene)s,
[NPRR']n (R,R'= alkyl; R=alkyl, R= aryl) [31].

Using a similar strategy as above, poly(oxothiazene)s containing alter-
nate sulfur and nitrogen atoms in the backbone have been prepared [33].
Elimination of silylethers from Me3SiN=S(O)R(OR) or even phenols from
HN=S(O)R(OPh) leads to the formation the high polymers (see Eq. 1.15).

01 (1.15)
— N = S — + nC6H5OH

2-3h

Acyclic monomers have also been found suitable for the preparation of
poly(dichlorophosphazene). For example, heating the acyclic phosphazene
derivative C13P=N-P(O)C12 leads to the elimination of P(O)C13 as the by-
product and affords the linear polymer, polydichlorophosphazene,
[NPCl2]n (see Eq. 1.16) [34].
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? (1-16)
250 - 280 °C

PCI3=NP(O)CI2

-POCI3

Cl

Poly(dichlorophosphazene)

Poly(dichlorophosphazene) has also been prepared by an ambient tem-
perature process involving the reaction of Cl3P=NSiMe3 with PC15. This
process affords a high-molecular-weight living polymer (see Eq.1.17) [32].

2nPCI5 r Cl ( )

nCI3P=NSiMe3 «- -{-N=P

CH2CI2 Q|

25 °C

Anionic polymerization also can be used for preparing polyphos-
phazenes from acyclic monomers. Thus, treatment of
Me3SiNP(OCH2CF3)3 with Bu4NF leads to the formation of the polymer
[NP(OCH2CF3)2]n(see Eq. 1.18) [32].

OR : ? R

1 100 cc f I 1
Me3Si—N=P~OR • 4-N=P-4-

0 R -MesSiOR Mn

R = CH2CF3 po|y(bistrifluoroethoxy-
phosphazene)

1.3.2.2 Polymer Synthesis from two Monomers

It is possible to design difunctional inorganic monomers that can react with
each other to afford linear polymers. Although, in some cases these inor-
ganic difunctional monomers are different from those encountered in or-
ganic polymer synthesis the polymerization principles are very similar.
Thus, we have seen that the difunctional organic compounds involved in
polymerization processes were diols, dicarboxylic acids, diamines etc. Re-
action between them leads to the elimination of a small molecule (such as
water, alcohol etc.,) to afford long-chain macromolecules. Exact inorganic
analogues containing these reactive functional groups are not always avail-
able. In many instances even if it is possible to prepare inorganic com-
pounds containing such functional groups, they are too reactive to be used
in a controlled polymerization process.
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Ph

HO-Si— OH

Ph O"%

.Ph

(1.19)
5i—N

,C—f

Ph Me

--Si—O—Si—O—
I I
Ph Me

Poly(diphenyl-codimethylsiloxane)

Compounds containing Si-OH and SiNR2 are, however, known and have
been employed for condensation reactions (compounds containing Si-NH2

groups are still quite rare). However, it will be noticed that during conden-
sation reactions between a compound containing a Si-NR2 unit and a Si-
OH unit, elimination of the amine R2NH occurs to form a new Si-O-Si
bond. For example, exactly alternating copolymers of the polysiloxane
family, containing alternately Me2SiO and Ph2SiO units in the polymer
backbone, have been prepared by the condensation of diphenylsilanediol
with dimethylbis(ureido)silane. The cleavage of the weak Si-N bonds,
formation of new thermodynamically favorable Si-0 bonds and the elimi-
nation of urea as the insoluble by-product act as the driving force for the
polymerization reaction (see Eq. 1.19) [35].

(1.20)

1. n BuLi

2 H3C CH3

Zrf'
V *

H,C' "CH-,

•ZnCI

THF

Et

PdCI2(PPh3;
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In contrast to poly(l,l'-silole)s which are prepared by the dehalogena-
tion of the silole dichlorides, the preparation of poly(2,5-silole)s has to be
carried out by a multi-step procedure (see Eq. 1.20) [36]. Thus, 2,5-
diiodosilole can be selectively converted in situ to the monozinc deriva-
tive. Palladium-mediated cross-coupling reaction of the monozinc deriva-
tive affords poly(2,5-silole) which has a moderate degree of polymeriza-
tion of about thirteen.

Recently, condensation polymerization has been used for preparing
poly(p-phenylene phosphaalkene) which contains P=C double bonds in the
polymeric backbone. Thus, the reaction between the silylated phosphane,
(Me3Si)2P-C6H4:p-P(SiMe3)2 and a diacid chloride affords an E/Z mixture
of poly(p-phenylene phosphaalkene) [37].

Condensation reactions have also been used to prepare poly(l,l'-
ferrocenylene)s containing ferrocene units linked in a chain. Thus, the con-
densation of 1,1-dilithioferrocene with 1,1-diiodoferrocene affords a me-
dium-molecular-weight polymer (see Eq. 1.21) [8, 38]. Condensation of
alkylferrocenyldialdehydes such as [{n5-C5H3RCHO}2Fe] is mediated by
Zn/TiCl4 catalysts to afford poly(ferrocenylvinylene)s. These polymers are
interesting organometallic analogues of the well-known linear conjugated
organic polymers such as poly(l,4-phenylenevinylene).

(1.21)

Fe

Poly(ferrocene)

P

Cl-Pt—Cl

P

-Et2NH.HCI

HC=C—C=CH

Cul, HNEt2

(1.22)

p
HC=C—C=C—Pt—C=C—C=CH

I
P

P = nBu3P

Difunctional Metal Complex
Containing Terminal Acetylides
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Organometallic polymers with a rigid-rod architecture have been pre-
pared by using the condensation strategy involving the condensation of
£ra«s-Pt(PnBu3)2(CCCCH)2 with ?ra«s-Pt(PraBu3)2Cl2. This reaction is car-
ried out in amine solvents and is catalyzed by Cu(I) salts (see Eqs. 1.22,
1.23) [39]. The monomer synthesis involves the reaction of trans-
Pt(II)Cl2(«Bu3P)2 with 1,3-butadiyne to afford the alkynylated metal de-
rivative ?ran5-Pt(PnBu3)2(CCCCH)2 containing a M-C G bond (see Eq.
1.22). The difunctional derivative /ra«s-Pt(P«Bu3)2(CCCCH)2 can be cou-
pled with Pt(II)Cl2(«Bu3P)2 to afford linear high-molecular-weight poly-
mers (see Eq. 1.23) [39]. These polymers have rod-like structures because
of the rigidity imposed by the alkynyl groups. This type of synthetic strat-
egy is in fact quite general and has been adapted to prepare other rigid-rod
type of polymers containing transition metals such as ruthenium, nickel,
cobalt etc., [8]. These types of rigid-rod polymers are often characterized
by metal-to-alkyne charge transfer transitions. These polymers are also of
interest from the point of view of their nonlinear optical properties.

P P (1.23)
HC=C—C=C—Pt—C=C—C^CH + Cl-Pt—Cl

P P

-Et2NH.HCI Cul, HNEt2

P

—Pt—C=C—C—C-

P

P = nBu3P

Rigid-rod organometallic polymer

Although the condensation polymerization strategy has been employed
quite successfully to prepare a number of inorganic polymers, one of the
limitations of this method is the high demands on the purity of the mono-
mer. Unless both the difunctional monomers are rigorously pure, conden-
sation reactions do not lead to high-molecular-weight polymers.

1.3.3 Ring-Opening Polymerization of Cyclic Inorganic
Compounds

A number of inorganic rings can be successfully polymerized by the ROP
method. The earliest example is the polymerization of rhombic sulfur.
Thus, heating Sg at about 160 °C causes its ROP to lead to the formation of
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a linear polymer (S)n (see Eq. 1.24) [4,5]. This is one of the few true inor-
ganic polymers. Unfortunately, polymeric sulfur, although elastomeric is
not of much use because it undergoes depolymerization upon cooling to
room temperature.

W " 8 ^ A (1.24)
\ -̂s-̂ _ / (S)n

s~— s
Polymeric sulfur

Sulfur combines with nitrogen to form several types of rings and cages
that are either neutral or ionic [4]. One of the most well-known S-N cages
is S4N4. This compound, when heated, is converted into the four-
membered ring S2N2. The latter undergoes a polymerization in the solid-
state to afford polythiazyl, (SN)n (see Eq. 1.25) [4, 5].

S = N a-25)

25 °C

N M M 200-300 °C

\S / Vacuum

^ S , N Sv N - S v N Sv N-"

N S N S N S N S

Poly thiazyl

Polythiazyl, also a true inorganic polymer is not soluble in common or-
ganic solvents. However, it has attracted considerable interest because of
its unusual electrical properties. Thus, (SN)n shows metal-like conductivity
at room temperature and becomes a superconductor at 0.3 K [4, 5]. Al-
though this material itself has not found any applications it has aroused
considerable interest in the area of electrically conducting polymeric mate-
rials.

The inorganic siloxane rings can be polymerized by both cation and an-
ion initiators to lead to polymeric siloxanes. Thus, for example, the oc-
tamethylcyclotetrasiloxane, [Me2SiO]4 can be polymerized by the use of
KOH as an initiator to afford poly(dimethylsiloxane). The polymer
[Me2SiO]n prepared in this way has a very high molecular weight (2-
5*106) (see Eq. 1.26) [15-17]. Polysiloxanes are the most important family
of inorganic polymers from the commercial point of view.
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Me Me ( 1 - 2 6 )

Me— Sj—O— Si— Me r Me

i KOH, A _ | I
? ? — — t5'1"1

Me—Si—O—Si-Me L Me
I I
Me Me

Poly(dimethylsiloxane)

Me Me

M e - S i — S - P h n B u L i

Me-Si—Si—Ph
I I
Ph Me

Ph
I

--Si—

MeJ

Poly(phenylmethylsilane)

(1.27)

We have seen in the previous section that polysilanes, [RR'Si]n can be
prepared by dehalogenation of RR'SiCl2. These polymers can also be pre-
pared by ROP of two different types of cyclic monomers. The tetrasilane
[PhMeSi]4 is polymerized to [PhMeSi]n by using «BuLi as the initiator
(seeEq. 1.27) [40].

rc-Butyllithium has also been used as the initiator for polymerizing
masked disilenes. The latter are essentially disilane compounds which can
be viewed as trapped or masked disilenes. If the disilene is liberated from
this trap it has many choices. It can form a disilene. It can cyclize or po-
lymerize. By a careful choice of substituents on silicon it is possible to use
masked disilenes as monomers for polymerization. This method of poly-
merization has been shown to be quite effective for the preparation of a
variety of polysilanes (see Eq. 1.28) [41].

M e- , -R (1-28)
Mev_.?TR

 Me Me

2.BOH ' B u f S j - S i + n H

R R
Ph'

Masked disilene Polysilane

Polymers containing alternate silicon and carbon centers known as car-
bosilanes or silylene ethylenes have been originally prepared by the ther-
mal rearrangement of polydimethylsilane, [Me2Si]n [19]. More recently,
these polymers have been prepared by a more rational route involving the
ROP of four-membered disilacyclobutanes. Thus, the ROP of cyclo-
[Cl2SiCH2]2 can be carried out by using H2PtCl6 as the catalyst to afford
the polymer poly(dichlorosilaethylene),[Cl2SiCH2]n- It is possible to reduce
the latter with LiAlELi to afford poly(silaethylene) [H2SiCH2]n (see Eq.
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1.29) [42]. The latter can be considered as an analogue of polyethylene
where every alternate CH2 group has been replaced by a SiH2 group.

H2PtCI6

Cl

-t-Sj— CH2-h

Cl

LiAIH4
• C H 2 - -

(1.29)

Poly(dichlorosilaethylene) Poly(silaethylene)

Polysilaethylenes that contain alkyl groups on the silicon can also be
prepared by the H2PtCl6 catalyzed ring-opening polymerization of the cor-
responding silacyclobutanes, [RRSiCH2]2 (see Eq. 1.30) [42].

(1.30)H,PtCIR

R = R' = alkyl;
R = aryl, R' = alkyl

R

•Si— CH2

R'

Cyclic, silicon-bridged [l]ferrocenophanes have been found to undergo
thermal ring-opening polymerization to afford high-molecular-weight
poly(ferrocenylsilane)s (see Eq. 1.31) [8, 43]. Many other members of this
family of polymers are now known including those where the silicon cen-
ter is replaced by Sn(IV), P(III), Ge(IV), B(III) etc., [8].

(1.31)

Poly(ferrocenylsilane)

Another way of preparing ferrocenyl polymers consists of a sulfur-
abstraction reaction from a ferrocene monomer where the two cyclopenta-
dienyl units are linked by a trisulfide unit. Sulfur abstraction is brought
about by the use of a tertiary phosphine which forms the corresponding
phosphine sulfide and leads to a ROP (see Eq. 1.32) [44].

(1.32)

nBu3P
-nBu3P=S

-S—S- -
Fe

Poly(ferrocenyldisulfide)

Cyclophosphazenes are a group of inorganic heterocyclic rings contain-
ing an alternate arrangement of phosphorus and nitrogen atoms [45-48].
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Hexachlorocyclophosphazene, N3P3C16, undergoes a ring-opening polym-
erization at 250 °C to afford poly(dichlorophosphazene), [NPCl2]n (see Eq.
1.33) [32, 48]. The latter is also one of the pure inorganic polymers. Al-
though, [NPCl2]n itself is hydrolytically sensitive, it can be used as a pre-
cursor for the preparation of a number of poly(organophosphazene)s such
as [NP(OR)2]n, [NP(NHR)2]nand [NP(NRR')]n.

CI X / CI (1.33)
ci vJ

Cl N Cl L Cl

Poly(dichlorophosphazene)

Pentachlorocarbocyclophosphazene, N3P2CC15, which contains a het-
eroatom in the form of carbon (in place of phosphorus) can also be polym-
erized by a thermal treatment to afford the hydrolytically sensitive
poly(carbocyclophosphazene) (see Eq. 1.34) [49].

ci (1.34)
^Cv r Cl Cl

C l \ l I l / C l 4-C=N—P=N—P=N-h
/P^- ^P\ I l ! I

Cl N Cl L Cl Cl Cl J

Poly(carbophosphazene)

Pentachlorothiophosphazene, N3P2SC15, which contains a S(IV) as the
heteroatom can be polymerized by the ROP to afford the linear polymer,
poly(thiophosphazene) (see Eq. 1.35) [50].

ci (1.35)

N^N [ ? ? 1
C l \ l I l / C l • 4-S=N—P=N—P=NH-

/P^- ^P\ I I I
Cl N Cl Cl Cl Cl n

Poly(thiophosphazene)

Pentachlorothionylphosphazene, N3P2S(O)C15, also can be polymerized
by the thermal ROP (see Eq. 1.36) [51].

%/a (1.36)c
 r O Cl Cl

II I I
4-s=N—P=N—P=N+

"• r*i r*i r*i J n

N
II

a N a l a a ci
Poly(thionylphosphazenes)
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1.3.4 Polymers Containing Inorganic Rings or Motifs as
Pendant Groups

Other types of polymers that contain inorganic elements or groups are
those that have these units as pendant groups. These polymers contain a
carbon backbone. The inorganic units are attached to the backbone as a
side chain. In principle almost any inorganic compound can be designed so
that it can be a side chain on an organic backbone. The most important of
this type of polymer is polystyrene that contains phosphino groups suitable
for coordination (see Eq. 1.37) [2, 5].

H-H2C—CH4- 4-H2C—CH-4- (1-37)
I ^ I J n l ^ i J n

Ph—P—Ph

Such types of polymers, usually in their crosslinked forms have been used
for interaction with transition metals. These heterogeneous metal-carrying
polymers are quite valuable as catalysts for organic reactions.

The above strategy has been applied to anchor other inorganic motifs as
side-chains. For example, the cyclophosphazene, N3P3Cl5(OCH=CH2) can
be readily polymerized by free-radical polymerization to afford a high-
molecular-weight polymer which contains the inorganic heterocyclic ring
as regular pendant groups (see Eq. 1.38) [52].

+CH2-CH-}-n (1-38)
CIN /OCH=CH2 CIN p

This methodology can also be used for preparing polymers containing
organometallic side groups. Polymers containing ferrocene pendant groups
have been prepared by the polymerization of ferrocenylethylene [8, 45].
Similarly polymers containing piano-stool type organometallic complexes
as pendant groups can be readily prepared by adopting standard organic
polymerization methods (see Eq. 1.39) [53].
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4n (1.39)
AIBN

OC I "CO OC I "CO
CO CO

AIBN
4

Fe

1.4 Summary of Polymerization Procedures for Inorganic
Polymers

In the foregoing we have seen a survey of various procedures that can be
used for the preparation of inorganic polymers. Some of these methods are
common to those found for the preparation of organic polymers. Some
others are different. Many ring-opening polymerization methods are
known that involve inorganic hetero- or homocyclic rings. Some of these
ROP's are induced by thermal treatment, while some others are catalyzed
by transition metal complexes. A number of polymerization methods de-
pend on the loss of a simple molecule such as hydrogen, water, silyl ether,
silyl chloride, sodium chloride, lithium iodide etc. Table 1.1 summarizes
many of the major types of inorganic polymers and some of the methods
utilized to prepare them. The most revealing aspect of the data presented in
Table 1.1 is the large variety of inorganic polymers that are already
known. The important question that needs to be addressed is as follows.
Are these polymers different from organic polymers? Do they have any
features that are distinct from organic polymers that make the endeavor of
preparing new inorganic polymers worthwhile?

Even a preliminary investigation of the properties of some inorganic
polymers reveals that some of them have unexpected properties. Polythi-
azyl is an anisotropic electrical conductor and shows conductivity that is
comparable to metals. At 0.26 K this polymer becomes superconducting
[4, 5]. Polysilanes which contain catenated silicon atoms in a polymeric
chain have several unusual properties. These polymers have a G-electron
delocalization. They are radiation sensitive and many of them are thermo-
chromic. Many members of this family also show nonlinear optical behav-
ior [17, 19].
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Polysiloxanes and polyphosphazenes are among the most flexible poly-
mers known. Because of a combination of factors such as long skeletal
bond lengths, wide angles at oxygen and poor intermolecular interaction,
poly(dimethylsiloxane) shows many properties not found in organic poly-
mers. These include hydrophobicity, high flexibility, low viscosity, good
thermal stability etc., [15]. Such properties have enabled these polymers to
be used in various types of applications such as high-temperature in-
sulation, anti-foam applications, bio-transplants, drug-delivery systems,
flexible elastomers, personal products etc. Similarly many
poly(organophosphazene)s show low temperature flexibility. Besides,
many of these polymers are fire-retardant in contrast to many organic
polymers that are flammable [32].

Organometallic polymers such as poly(ferrocenylsilane)s have been
shown to be precursors for new types of magnetic ceramics [9, 42]. Simi-
larly poly(silyleneethylene)s [41] and some polysilanes are polymeric pre-
cursors for silicon carbide ceramics [19].

Thus, inorganic polymers have a unique and distinct place in the family
of polymers and they have the potential to function as unique materials. In
this book we will examine some of the prominent members of inorganic
polymers. There are many polymer types where sufficient examples do not
exist or whose synthesis has not yet been shown to be general. Some of
these polymers have been alluded to in this Chapter. However, they will
not be covered elsewhere in this book. Dendrimeric materials, which are
not linear polymers, are also not considered here.

Table 1.1. Various kinds of inorganic polymers - summary of the methods of
their preparation

S.No
1

2

Polymer
Polyphosphazene

Polyphosphazenes

Structural unit

\? 1
M T
L C | J n

[? 1
T'=NTL R' Jn

R = R' = alkyl
R = alkyl;
R' = aryl

Method of preparation
1. ROPofN3P3Cl6

2. Cationic polymeri-
zation of
Me3SiN=PCl3

3. Thermal treatment
ofCl3P=N-P(O)Cl2

Thermal polymerization of
Me3SiN=PR(R')OCH2CF3
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Polysilanes

Table 1

3

4

5

.1. (contd.)

Poly(hetero-
phosphazene)s

Polysiloxanes

Polysilanes

Cl Cl i
1 1-M=N— P=N— P=N-
1 1
Cl Cl

M = C(CI); S(CI) S(O)CI

[f 1
TTT.L r\ J n

trn

R(

1.

2.

1.

2.

3.

)P of N3P2MC15

ROPof[RR'SiO]3;4

Hydrolysis of
RR'SiCl2 followed
by RR'Si(OH)2

Dehalogenation of
RR'SiCl2

Anionic polymeri-
zation of cyclic
poly silanes

Anionic polymeri-
zation of masked
disilenes

Catalytic dehydrogenation
of primary silanes RSiH3

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

Poly(silylene-
ethylen)s

Polystannanes

Polygermanes

Poly(sulfurnitride)

Poly(oxo-
thiazene)s

Poly(phosphino-
borane)s

Polyferrocene

T
-Si-CH2-

R

-hSn4-
M T
I R Jn

ill
1

. R Jn
SN

n
O 1
II

- S = N - t
n>
1 \

Ph

-P-BH2-

H

Fe

ROPof[R2SiCH2]2

n

1. Dehalogenation
ofBu2SnCl2

2. Dehydrogenation
ofR2SnH2

Dehalogenation of R2GeCl2

ROPofS2N2

Thermal treatment of
NH=S(O)R(OR') or
Me3SiN=S(O)R(OR')

Catalytic dehydrogenation
ofPhPH2.BH3

n

Condensation reaction of
1,1 '-dilithioferrocene and
1,1 '-diiodoferrocene
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Table 1.1. (contd.)
14 Poly(ferrocenyl si-

lanes

15 Rigid-rod
organometallic
polymers

16 Pendant polymers

ROP of strained ferrocenyl
silanes

Condensation reaction be-
tween trans -(P)2PtCl2 and
L2Pt(P=Bu3P; L = -C=C-
C^CH
Polymerization of the vinyl
group attached to the inor-
ganic or organometallic
group
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2 Organic Polymers - A Brief Survey

2.1 Introduction

Polymers are long-chain molecules that are built from simple building
blocks, which are known as monomers [1-5]. Polymers are made from ei-
ther a single monomer or a combination of two or more monomers.

Table 2.1. Examples of monomers and polymers

S.No. Monomer(s)
H2C=CH2

H

H2C=C

Ph

Polymer repeat Unit
-rH2c-CH2+

H

H2C-C-

Ph

Polymer
Polyethylene

Polystyrene

H2C-/CH2

o

HOCH2CH2OH

and

HOOC- -COOH

-j-H2C-CH2— O-j-

--O—H2C—CH2-O—C—<\ I

Poly(ethylene
oxide)

Poly(ethylene
- n terephthalate)

NH2(CH2)6NH2

and
HOOC(CH2)4COOH

o o
II II

NH(CH2)6NH—C—(CH2)4—C Nylon-6,6

Each polymer has a basic structural unit that repeats itself several times.
This is also known as the polymer repeat unit. Table 2.1 gives a few ex-
amples of monomers and the polymers derived from them.

Many of the polymers are prepared from a single monomer such as eth-
ylene, styrene etc. Other polymers like poly(ethylene terephthalate) or ny-
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lon-6,6 are prepared from the reaction of two monomers. There are also
polymers which involve the reaction of more than two monomers. Thus,
poly(acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene) is a copolymer and is prepared from
polymerizing the monomers acrylonitrile, styrene and butadiene together.

2.2 Natural Polymers

Polymers shown in Table 2.1 are synthetic polymers. However, there are
several polymers that also occur naturally. The many known natural poly-
mers include a few famous examples such as proteins, deoxyribonucleic
acid (DNA), hemoglobin, insulin, starch, natural rubber etc. In order to
understand the polymeric nature of these natural substances let us look at
proteins and see how they are built from simple monomers.

1. Proteins are important naturally occurring polymers that are in-
volved in several biological processes. For example, enzymes cata-
lyze most of the chemical reactions in the biological system. Most
of the enzymes are proteins.

2. The basic building block (monomer) of all the proteins is an ot-
amino acid.

3. Every protein has a precisely defined a-amino acid sequence.

An a-amino acid contains an amino group; a carboxyl group, a hydro-
gen atom and a distinctive R group - all of these are bound to an a-carbon
atom. Amino acids in solution at neutral pH are in their zwitterionic form
i.e., the -NH2 is present in the form of -NH3

+ and the -COOH is present in
the form of a deprotonated COO". This may be represented in the wedge
and Fisher projection forms (Fig. 2.1).

'""coo
NH

3

coo~

Fig. 2.1. Representations of amino acids

There are twenty amino acids with varying side chains (R groups). All
proteins of all species from bacteria to human beings are constructed from
the same set of 20 amino acids. These fundamental molecules and the
polymers derived from them are at least 2 billion years old!

How are the amino acids linked to each other to form proteins? In pro-
teins the a-carboxyl group of one amino acid is joined to the a-amino
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group of another amino acid by a peptide bond (amide bond). If two amino
acids condense together a dipeptide is formed (Fig. 2.2).

H,N+- -COO + H3N+
c—coo

amino \ carboxyl
terminal Amide bond term'"a<
residue residue

A dipeptide

R1 0 R2 O f O
II

R4 0 P I
H 3 N + —C-C-NH-C—C-NH-C—C-NH-C—C-NH-C—C-NH-C—COO

H H H H H H

A part of a polypeptide

Fig. 2.2. Formation of a polypeptide from condensation of amino acids

Many amino acids are condensed together in a sequential manner to
form a protein or a polypeptide chain. It may be noted that proteins are not
simply linear chains as written above. Such a linear representation showing
the sequence of amino acid units is known as the primary structure of a
protein. A protein possesses complicated secondary, tertiary and quater-
nary structures. The secondary and tertiary structures involve intra- and in-
ter molecular hydrogen bonding interactions. The quaternary structure in-
cludes ionic interactions as well. The overall result is that proteins have
complex three-dimensional structures.

2.3 Synthetic Polymers

The focus of this book is on non-traditional polymers built from inorganic
or organometallic monomers [6-17]. Before this subject is dealt with in the
subsequent chapters, a brief review on the various preparative methods
available for the assembly of organic polymers is presented. This is fol-
lowed by a summary of some important general characteristics of poly-
mers, which make them different from simple molecules. This background
would serve as the platform for the study of some important individual
families of inorganic and organometallic polymers. In general, organic
polymers are prepared by the following methods of polymerization [1-5].
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1. Free-radical polymerization
2. Ionic polymerization
3. Polymerization by Ziegler-Natta type of catalysts
4. Polymerization by metathesis catalysts
5. Atom-transfer radical polymerization
6. Group-transfer polymerization
7. Ring-opening polymerization
8. Condensation polymerization

Some monomers can only be polymerized by specific polymerization
methods while some others can be polymerized by many methods. For ex-
ample, styrene can be polymerized by free-radical, anionic or Ziegler-
Natta methods, while vinyl chloride can be polymerized only by free-
radical methods. Also, each polymerization method has specific attributes,
which are reflected in the properties of the polymers. Thus, for example,
polyethylene prepared by the free-radical polymerization of ethylene has a
branched structure and has low mechanical strength. This is known as low-
density polyethylene (LDPE). In contrast, polyethylene prepared by the
Ziegler-Natta catalysis of ethylene has a linear structure and has higher
mechanical strength. This is known as high-density polyethylene (HDPE).
Thus, the choice of the polymerization method is dictated not only by the
nature of the monomer but also by the properties that are required in the
polymer.

2.4 Free-radical Polymerization

Free-radical polymerization is one of the most common ways of preparing
organic polymers. This method involves the use of a free-radical initiator
and is applicable for the polymerization of a number of vinyl monomers.
A number of small molecules containing carbon-carbon double bonds such
as ethylene (CH2=CH2) and related derivatives such as CH2=CHR can be
readily polymerized by free-radical polymerization. Table 2.2 summarizes
some of the monomers that can be polymerized by the application of this
method. Note that this method is very tolerant of the type of substituent R
on the olefinic unit and a wide range of derivatives containing substituents
of various electronegativities can be polymerized. Even disubstituted ole-
fins such as CH2=CC12, methyl methacrylate and fluoro derivatives such as
CF2=CF2 and dienes such as butadiene or isoprene can be polymerized by
the use of the free-radical polymerization.

Free-radical polymerization can be carried out in bulk phase (in the ab-
sence of a solvent) or in solution. Solution polymerization can be per-
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formed in organic solvents or in aqueous media. In some instances an
emulsion polymerization is carried out in which a detergent is added to a
suspension of the monomer in an aqueous medium. A water-soluble initia-
tor is used which penetrates the emulsion particles to initiate polymeriza-
tion.

Free-radical polymerization implies that the polymerization proceeds by
the generation of a free radical, which rapidly adds other monomer mole-
cules to afford a polymer. Free radicals are generated by heat, radiation or
by chemical initiators.

Table 2.2. Some common organic monomers that undergo free-radical polymeri-
zation

_Comgound____
Ethylene

Styrene

Vinyl chloride

Acrylonitrile

Acrylamide

Formula
H2C=CH2

H

H2C=C

Ph

H

H2C=C

Cl

H

H2C=C

CN

H

H2C=C

CONH2

Compound
U-
Dichloroethylene

Tetrafluoroethyl-
ene

Butadiene

Methyl methacry-
late

Vinyl esters

Formula
H2C=CCI2

F 2 C=CF 2

H2C—CH CH—CH2

H2C=C(Me)C(O)OMe

H2C=CHOC(O)R

2.4.1 Initiators

Typical chemical initiators are (a) benzoyl peroxide (b) 2,2'-azo-bis-
isobutyronitrile (AIBN) (c) redox initiators.

Benzoyl peroxide or AIBN decompose when heated to moderate tem-
peratures of 60-80 °C (see Eqs. 2.1, 2.2).

o o o o i \
II II II \ZA)

5—C-O-O-C—C6H5 »- 2 C6H5—C—O»
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(2.2)
•C6H5*+ C02

The decomposition of benzoyl peroxide occurs by a homolytic scission
of the peroxide (O-O) bond to generate the benzoyl [C6H5-C(O)O*] radical
which can further decompose to the phenyl (C6H5*) radical by elimination
of C02. These radicals are quite effective in initiating the polymerization
of many vinyl monomers.

AIBN decomposes by the elimination of dinitrogen to generate the iso-
butyronitrile radical (see Eq. 2.3).

CN CN

Both benzoyl peroxide and AIBN are commonly used as initiators when
the polymerization is carried out in organic solvents. In aqueous media re-
dox initiators are used. For example, the persulfate ion is reduced by the
bisulfite ion to generate [S04*]~ and [HSO3«]~ radical anions. The latter re-
acts with water to generate [HSO4]" and [OH]" (see Eq. 2.4).

o—s—o-o—s—o [HSO3] " [SO4f + [SO4«j + [HSO3>]|2

o o
persulfate bisulfite

Similarly, thiosulfate can also be used to reduce the persulfate ion (see
Eq.2.5).

(2.5)[S2O8] 2

persulfate

+• [S2O3]2

thiosulfate
— - [so4]

2

sulfate
anion

+ [SO4.1
sulfate
radical
anion

+ [S2O3.]
thiosulfate

radical
anion

Free radicals can also be generated by transition metal ion interaction.
Thus, ferric ions can oxidize the bisulfite ion to the bisulfite radical (see
Eq. 2.6).

[HSO3]~+ Fe3+ •[HSO3«] + Fe2+ (2-6)
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2.4.2 Mechanism of Polymerization

The polymerization of a vinyl monomer is initiated by the reaction of a
free radical R- . This results in the formation of another radical (see Eq.
2.7).

r^ X V (2-7)
R. + H2C=C - - ~ •

The propagation of the reaction occurs when the radical that is gener-
ated adds onto other monomer molecules (see Eq. 2.8).

vr^ x v (2-8)
R—CH2—C« + H2C=C R—CH2—CH—CH2—C»

G G G G

This mode of propagation is known as the head-to-tail propagation. This
is the predominant pathway. Other modes of propagation such as head-
head or tail-tail are less favored.

How do the growing chains terminate? This occurs in two ways. By (a)
coupling reactions or by (b) disproportionation.

In the coupling mechanism two free-radical polymer chains can com-
bine to afford a larger polymer chain (see Eq. 2.9).

V , (2-9)
R-fcH2—CH-)-CH2-C« + «C—CH2-f-CH—CH2VR

v I 'n I I M 'm

H H

R-(cH2-CHJ-CH2—C—C—CH2-|cH—CH2-)-R

G " G G G

'C—H2C-fHC— H2C-)-R
I m I

G G

H { H

R-(cH2-CH)-CH=C + H—C-CH2-(CH—CH2-)-R

G G G G

polymer with unsaturated polymer with a saturated
end group end group

(2.10)
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In the disproportionation mode of termination, a transfer of (usually) a
hydrogen atom occurs from one polymer radical to the other (see Eq.
2.10). This leads to the formation of one polymer with a saturated end
group and another polymer with an unsaturated end group.

2.4.3 Branching

If the reactions involved in free-radical polymerization proceeded precisely
in the manner outlined above (initiation, propagation, termination), in all
instances, one would obtain long and linear polymer chains. However, in
free radical polymerization, linear chains are, in fact, not formed. Instead,
extensive branching is observed particularly with monomers such as ethyl-
ene. In this context a slight clarification of 'branching' is required. Thus,
for a polymer obtained from a substituted vinyl monomer regular side
groups are present (Fig. 2.3).

—CH2—CH—CH2—CH—CH2—CH—CH2—CH—

G G G G

G = Ph, Cl etc

Fig. 2.3. Polymer chains obtained from CH2=CHG type of monomers

H

R-fCH2—CH2-)-CH2—C

H j

R-fCH2—CH2-)-CH2—CH + H-C—H

H «C—H

(2-11)

nH2C=CH2

H—C—H
I

C—H2C—C—H

H—C—H

In the context of what we are discussing here these side groups are not
considered branches. The concept of branching is clarified using polyeth-
ylene as an example. If a growing polyethylene free radical abstracts hy-
drogen not from the terminus of another polymer molecule but from the
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middle, the latter is left with reactive points along the polymer chain. The-
se can initiate new polymerization reactions (see Eq. 2.11). Thus, the over-
all effect of such processes is to generate a branched polymer instead of a
linear polymer (Fig. 2.4). The consequence of branching is lower crystal-
Unity and inferior mechanical strength. Accordingly, polyethylene pre-
pared by the free-radical polymerization is highly branched and is known
as low-density polyethylene (LDPE).

linear polyethylene

branched polyethylene

Fig. 2.4. Linear and branched polyethylene chains

2.4.4 Chain Transfer

Branching is a special case of a process called chain transfer that is opera-
tional in free-radical polymerization. Chain transfer simply means the
transfer of the radical from the growing polymer chain to another species.
Effectively chain transfer curtails polymer growth. For example, chlorin-
ated solvents are efficient chain transfer agents (see Eq. 2.12).

H

R-f-CH2—CH2-fCH2—C»

H
ecu • R-f CH2—CH2-)-CH2—CH2—Cl .CCI3

(2.12)

In many instances molecules like dihydrogen are deliberately introduced
in the reaction medium to obtain polymers of desired molecular weights
(see Eq. 2.13).
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V
R-fCH2—CH24-CH2—C» + H2 " R-fCH2—CH2-)-CH2—CH3 + «H

n | n
H

2.4.5 Summary of the Main Features of Free-radical
Polymerization

1. A large variety of vinyl monomers can be polymerized.
2. The tolerance of the type of vinyl monomers for this type of po-

lymerization is quite remarkable.
3. The polymerization can be done in bulk, solution or emulsion

phases.
4. A large variety of initiators are available. Two of the most com-

mon chemical initiators for applications involving the use of or-
ganic solvents are 2,2'-azo-bis-isobutyronitrile (AIBN) and ben-
zoyl peroxide.

5. Chain-transfer reactions to solvents (such as CC14), monomer,
growing polymer chains or deliberately added reagents (such as
H2) are a predominant feature.

6. Polymerization by free-radical methods affords polymers that have
considerable branching.

7. At all points of time in the reaction mixture both monomer and
polymer are present. Oligomers are not formed. This is because of
the chain-growth nature of the polymerization.

2.5 Polymerization by Ionic Initiators

Free-radical polymerization has several advantages, including its applica-
bility to a large variety of monomers, tolerance to impurities etc. However,
one of its chief drawbacks is that because of chain-transfer reactions,
polymers with branching are obtained. Further, the molecular weight dis-
tributions obtained for polymers in this method are generally somewhat
broad (in the later part of this chapter we will have a brief look at polymer
molecular weights and molecular weight distributions). Ionic polymeriza-
tion overcomes the problem of branching (to a large extent). In contrast to
free-radical initiators, ionic initiators and the polymerization reactions ini-
tiated by them are subject to a lot of stringent reaction conditions. The tol-
erance of monomer is also limited. This means that only certain monomers
can be polymerized by the use of these initiators. There are two types of
ionic initiators (a) anionic initiators and (b) cationic initiators.
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2.5.1 Anionic Polymerization

In contrast to free-radical polymerization, in anionic polymerization, the
initiator (R~) is a carbanion (see Eq. 2.14).

Ve (2-14)
R CH2 C

R

Because the carbanion is generated on the growing polymer chain the
type of monomers that can undergo anionic polymerization are those that
have electron-withdrawing substituents. The latter can stabilize the nega-
tive charge on the polymer. Hence, the monomers that are most readily po-
lymerized by this method are those that contain the electron-withdrawing
groups as well as those that do not have functional groups or reactive
groups, which can react with the initiator. For example, the chlorine sub-
stituent in vinyl chloride can react with the initiator and hence this mono-
mer is not suitable for being polymerized with anionic initiators. Mono-
mers such as styrene, acrylonitrile or acrylic esters are suitable for
polymerization by anionic initiators (Fig. 2.5).

H H
I I

CH 2 =C CH,=C
I I
CN C=O

OR'

Styrene Acrylonitrile Acrylic esters

Fig. 2.5. Monomers that can be polymerized by ionic initiators

Aldehydes can also be polymerized because of the polarity of the C=O
bond. Some common initiators that are used in anionic polymerization are
alkyllithium reagents such as «-C4H9Li or organic radical anions such as
sodium naphthalenide (Fig. 2.6).

Fig. 2.6. Sodium naphthalenide

Because of the sensitivity of the initiators towards impurities, particu-
larly water and CO2, rigorous precautions have to be taken to exclude
moisture from the reaction medium. It is also logical that chlorinated sol-
vents are not used for these reactions, as they themselves will react with
initiators.
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2.5.1.2 Mechanism ofAnionic Polymerization

Alkyllithiums such as «-butyllithium do not exist as such but are present in
the form of molecular aggregates. In fact, the X-ray crystal structure of n-
butyllithium has shown that it is present as a hexamer [18]. It is believed
that reagents such as this react as an ion pair, although the covalent charac-
ter in the Li-C bond is generally accepted. The attack of the nucleophile
occurs in such a manner that the negative charge is located on a carbon,
which contains the electron withdrawing group (see Eq. 2.15).

(2.15)

0 © P h

C4H9 i_r

Propagation involves the attack of the growing carbanion on successive
monomeric units such that the growing polymer chain resembles a con-
tinuous insertion of the monomer molecules between the CM+ moiety (see
Eq. 2.16).

V V (2-1 6)
n-C4H9-CH2— C-CH2— C° M®

R R

Presumably because the mechanism of polymerization involves the in-
sertion of the monomer into the ion-pair, the addition of the monomers oc-
curs in a stereoregular manner.

Termination of the reaction occurs only when a terminator molecule
such as CO2, water or any other protic agent is added (see Eq. 2.17).

(2.17)
n-C4H9~

n-C4H9~

H H

~C— C u LF n-C4H9~

H R

i.co2

2. HCI

H H

~C— C— COOH + LiCI

H
1

R

H H
-~C-C—H + LiOH

H R

2.5.1.3 Special Features of Anionic Polymerization

1. In anionic polymerization, unlike in free-radical polymerization,
there is virtually no chain-transfer. This is especially true for reac-
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tions conducted at very low temperatures. As a result of the ab-
sence of the chain transfer there is no branching.

2. The polymers obtained by anionic polymerization have a polydis-
persity index (PDI) close to 1. This is because of the rapidity of
the initiation step. Virtually all the chains are initiated at the same
instant and all of them grow at approximately the same rate until
all the monomer is consumed.

3. Living polymers. It has been observed that in anionic polymeriza-
tion if proper precautions are taken the termination reaction is vir-
tually absent. In other words termination is only brought out when
desired by the addition of protic reagents. This has some interest-
ing consequences. The polymer chains are virtually living and if
after the consumption of all the monomer more of it is added it
participates in the propagation reaction (see Eq. 2.18).

H

R-fCH2— CH-)-CH2— C

R R

H

mH2C=C

R

(2.18)

R-(-CH2— C

Such a living polymerization has another interesting consequence. If in-
stead of the same monomer a different monomer is added one obtains
block copolymers. For example, styrene-butadiene-styrene (SBS) block
copolymer can be prepared in this manner (Fig. 2.7).

H

R-j-CH2—CH-fCH2—CQ • R-+CH2—

Fig. 2.7. Styrene-butadiene-styrene (SBS) block copolymers

SBS is a hard rubber, which is used in applications such as the soles of
shoes, fine treads etc., where durability is important. Polystyrene is a tough
hard plastic while polybutadiene is a rubbery material. The latter gives the
SBS polymer its rubber-like properties while the former endow it with du-
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rability. SBS is also known as a thermoplastic elastomer. These are materi-
als which behave like elastomeric rubbers at room temperature, but when
heated can be processed like plastics. SBS and other thermoplastic elas-
tomers manage to be rubbery without being crosslinked.

2.5.2 Cationic Polymerization

In cationic polymerization the end of the growing chain bears a positive
charge. Previously, we have seen situations with free-radical chain ends or
anionic chain ends (Fig. 2.8).

Free radical

Fig. 2.8. Polymers with various reactive end-groups

Similar to the situation found in anionic polymerization, all types of vi-
nyl monomers cannot be polymerized by the cationic polymerization. Spe-
cifically the monomer should have substituents that can stabilize the car-
bocation. This means that the substituents should be electron releasing.
Some of the monomers that can be polymerized by the cationic polymeri-
zation method are shown below (Fig. 2.9).

OR
H2C=C

H2C=C, H2C=C,

OR

H2C=C:
CH3

o=c

Fig. 2.9. Monomers that undergo polymerization by cationic initiators

Industrially the polymerization of isobutylene by cationic initiators is of
importance.
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The initiators for cationic polymerization can be protic acids (sulfuric
acid, perchloric acid, hydrochloric acid) or Lewis acids (BF3, BC13, TiCl4,
AICI3 etc.,). Protons are the cationic initiators that are generated from
protic acids (see Eq. 2.19).

(2.19)H2SO4 =

HCIO4 •-

H+ + HSO4

; H+ + CIO4

With Lewis acids it is noticed that a small amount of protic solvents
(such as water or methanol) are required which will result in a Lewis acid-
Lewis base adduct (see Eq. 2.20).

Cl (2.20)

AICI3 + H2O -

H

The protons in the A1C13.H2O complex are quite acidic and serve as pro-
ton sources (see Eq. 2.21).

(2.21)

- Z " " 3 . . . l(

'CH3 ,LU C\-

H

ciA""cl H2C=<

OH

The anion generated will be simply represented as A" and is closely as-
sociated with the cation (Fig. 2.10).

CH3

H 3 C - C t t ) A(

CH3

Fig. 2.10. Cation with its counter-anion

H2C=C

CH,

CH3 CH3
I I

H3C—C—CH2—C®. A©

CH,

9H3 CH3 CH3
I 1

-*• H ,C—C—CH,—C-CH,—C© A©

CH3 CH3

Fig. 2.11. Propagation reaction

CH3

CH3 CH3
I 1

-*• H-f H2C-C+CH2—C© A©

CH3 CH3
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Notice also that the addition of the proton occurs in such a manner so as
to lead to the formation of the most stable (tertiary) carbocation. The
propagation reaction occurs by a successive insertion of the monomer
molecules within the C+A" ion-pair motif (Fig. 2.11).

The growing polymer chains are terminated by two routes. The first
route consists of a proton transfer to another monomer (Fig. 2.12).

CH3 CH3

H+H2C—C+CH2—C=CH2 + H ~ CH2— C®

CH3 CH3 CH3

polymer with an unsaturated Newly formed
end-group cation

Fig. 2.12. Termination of the polymer chain by proton transfer

From the growing polymer chain a proton is abstracted by the nucleo-
philic (electron-rich) monomer. This leads to the termination of the poly-
mer chain which is neutral and which now contains an unsaturated end
group (Fig. 2.12). Notice that this type of termination is essentially a
chain-transfer reaction, where the growing polymer has been terminated
and in the process a new chain has been initiated by the newly formed
cation. It can be readily appreciated that a chain transfer involves genera-
tion of new chains. If more chains are initiated in this way the average
chain length of the polymer and hence the molecular weight of the poly-
mer is reduced. Fortunately, the chain-transfer reaction in cationic polym-
erization is of importance only at higher temperatures and can be consid-
erably reduced at lower temperatures.

The second method of polymer termination can occur by a proton trans-
fer to the anion (Fig. 2.13).

H+H 2 C-C+CH 2 —C® \ H \ (l,,.AI H- fH 2 C-C+CH 2 —C=CH 2 + AICI3«H2O

CH3 CH3 ^ " <J C l CH3 CH3

Fig. 2.13. Termination by proton transfer to the anion

At lower temperatures the growing chains are terminated by the reaction
with water (or other protic solvents) or any other nucleophile. Two of these
possibilities are shown below (see Eqs. 2.22 and 2.23). Both the termina-
tion reactions shown in these equations do not lead to the formation of new
chains.
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CH3 CH3 CH3 CH3 (2.22)
H-1-H2C—C-FCH,—C® A© + H,O • H- | -H 2 C—C+CH 2 —C-OH + A-H

CH3 CH3 \ • )

H+H 2 C-C+ n CH 2 -C© > A I - . , , , 0 H H + H 2 C - C + n C H 2 - C - C I

CH3 CH3
 C l V . CH3 CH3

2.5.2.1 Summary of the Features of Cationic Polymerization

1. Monomers that contain electron-releasing groups (such as isobu-
tylene) can be polymerized by cationic polymerization.

2. The common initiators are protic or Lewis acids.
3. Cationic polymerization can lead to the formation of linear poly-

mers particularly if carried out at low temperatures.
4. Chain-transfer reactions are slow at lower temperatures.

2.6 Ziegler-Natta Catalysis

We have seen that free-radical polymerization of ethylene leads to the
formation of low-density polyethylene (LDPE). The reason for the low
density of LDPE is the lack of crystallinity owing to branching in the
polymer. Straight-chain polyethylene can be obtained from Ziegler-Natta
polymerization, which involves the use of an organometallic catalytic sys-
tem [1-5, 18-20].

K. Ziegler, a German chemist, observed an Aufbaureaktion (growth re-
action) when ethylene is polymerized in the presence of triethylaluminum
[1, 18] (see Eq. 2.24).

Et3AI + (n-1)H2C=CH2
 9°.12° °> Et2AI(CH2CH2)„H (2.24)

A chain length of up to C2oo was observed. Surprisingly, in one of the
experiments Ziegler observed that only 1-butene was formed in the reac-
tion. This has led him to investigate the reaction thoroughly and meticu-
lously. He found out that the particular stainless steel reactor where 1-
butene was formed had a small impurity of nickel. Ziegler then carried out
a systematic investigation on the influence of many transition metal salts
and complexes on the reaction. He and his coworkers observed that the
combination of TiCl4/Et3Al functions as an excellent catalyst for the po-
lymerization of ethylene to polyethylene [18] (see Eq. 2.25).
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H2C=CH2

TiCI4/AIEt3

25 °C, 1bar
•*- 4 - C H 2 — CH:

(2.25)

polyethylene

The polymerization of ethylene by the combination of triethylaluminum
and titanium tetrachloride occurs at room temperature and atmospheric
pressure. This is in contrast to the industrial process of free-radical polym-
erization of ethylene, which involves high temperatures and high pressures
(1000-3000 bar pressure and 200 °C). The second important difference is
that the polyethylene obtained by using Ziegler's catalyst is completely lin-
ear. Because of this it has got better crystallinity and is called High Den-
sity Polyethylene (HDPE). While the density of LDPE is 0.91 g/cm3 that of
HDPE is 0.97-0.99 g/cm3. The melting point of HDPE (130 °C) is also
higher than that of LDPE (120 °C) [1]. Because of these differences, LDPE
is a soft and low-strength polymer, while HDPE is a tough, high-strength
material.

G. Natta, an Italian chemist, made an extremely important extension of
the use of Ziegler's catalytic system. He showed the utility of Ziegler cat-
lysts for the room temperature polymerization of propylene. Most impor-
tantly, however, Natta observed that the organometallic catalytic system,
leads to the preparation of a stereoregular polymer. Thus, polypropylene
can have three possible stereochemical orientations [1].

1. Isotactic: A stereoregular structure where the sites of steric isom-
erism in each repeating unit of the polymer has the same configu-
ration. In other words in an isotactic polypropylene all the methyl
groups will be located on one side of the plane of the polymer
chain (Fig. 2.14).

Me. _H Me. H Me. M Me_ H Me. H Me. H

Fig. 2.14. Isotactic polypropylene

2. Syndiotactic. A stereoregular polymer where the sites of steric
isomerism in each repeating unit are on the opposite side. The
methyl groups in alternate repeat units are on the same side and in
adjacent repeat units they are on the opposite side (Fig. 2.15).

Me. _H H Me Me. .H H Me Me. .H H Me

Fig. 2.15. Syndiotactic polypropylene
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3. Atactic. In this type of polypropylene the orientation of the methyl
groups is random.

Remarkably, Natta observed that the Ziegler catalyst system generated
predominantly isotactic polypropylene in the polymerization of propylene
[1] (see Eq. 2.26).

Tici4/AiEt3 -4-cH,—CH4- (2.26)
CH 3 —CH=CH 2 ^ ' 2 ' ' V '

25 °C, 1bar [ CH3|

predominantly
isotactic

Because of the regular disposition of the substituents, isotactic and syn-
diotactic polymers are highly crystalline and have better mechanical prop-
erties than atactic polypropylene, which is amorphous [1].

2.6.1 Mechanism of Polymerization of Olefins Using the
Ziegler-Natta Catalysts

Although the exact mechanism of the polymerization of olefins by Ziegler-
Natta catalysis is not delineated with the precision that would satisfy every
one, it is possible to write a reasonable mechanism [1,2]. The first of these
is a monometallic mechanism. The following mechanism is for a
TiCl3/AlEt3 combination. We have seen above that titanium tetrachloride
has been initially used in the polymerization of ethylene. It has been sub-
sequently found that TiCl3 is better than TiCl4.

The first step in the mechanism is an alkylation of the titanium by the
alkylaluminum reagent (see Eq. 2.27).

Cl S\ CH2

(2.27)

Cl/,.

~cr | ^ c i AiEt3 ~~-cr | ^

7 . a Cl 7

The coordination environment around titanium in TiCl3 (in the solid-
state) is six, i.e., each titanium is surrounded by six chlorines. The chlo-
rines are involved as intermolecular bridging ligands between adjacent ti-
tanium centers. It is important to realize that this is the solid-state structure
and the catalyst system is heterogeneous. Accordingly, only the surface
sites will be active and bulk of the material will be not accessible to the re-
action. It is reasonable to propose that at the surface several titanium cen-
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ters will be coordinatively unsaturated. This means that the coordination
number will be less than six. A situation with a coordination number of
five is depicted above (see Eq. 2.27). Such a titanium is labeled as Tis and
the vacancy in the coordination sphere is depicted by a square box. Alkyla-
tion of such a titanium species leads to the replacement of one of the chlo-
rines by an alkyl group. But the vacancy at titanium is still present. An ole-
fin molecule (such as ethylene or propylene) can coordinate at this site to
afford a metal-olefin complex (Fig. 2.16).

CHo

CH,

Cl-

QH2

CH2
HCI

Fig. 2.16. Coordination of ethylene to the vacant site on the surface titanium cen-
ter

cr
; P tA

Fig. 2.17. Ethylene coordination to platinum in K[PtCl3(C2H4)]

Although the titanium-ethylene complex has not been isolated in the po-
lymerization of ethylene, there are several metal-olefin complexes that
have been characterized by many spectroscopic methods and also by X-ray
crystallography. The most prominent example is the Zeise's salt
K[PtCl3(C2H4)] [18-20] (Fig. 2.17).

From studies on compounds such as [PtCl3(C2H4)] a good deal is now
known on the nature of metal-olefin bonding [18-20]. Two types of inter-
actions exist in any metal-olefin complex: (1) A o-donation from the olefin
through its 7i-orbital to a suitable metal 'd' orbital such as a d(x2-y2) orbital.

a - donation from the
olefin 7i- orbital to the

metal d^_y> orbital

7i- donation form the

metal d orbital

to the olefin n orbital

Fig. 2.18. Bonding interactions in metal-olefm complexes
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(2) A back-bonding involving a 7i-donation from a metal d orbital to the
anti bonding TC-orbital of the olefin (Fig. 2.18).These two types of bonding
modes act synergistically, i.e., one strengthens the other. The details of the
strength of the metal-olefin interactions need not bother us. Suffice it to
say that such complexes are prominent members of the organometallic
family.

Coming back to the mechanism of polymerization. After the coordina-
tion of the olefin the next-step in the sequence of events is termed a migra-
tory insertion. This occurs, presumably through the involvement of a four-
membered metallacycle intermediate (Fig. 2.19).

CH3

CH2

~C\
-Tis

CI-

\V
CH2

•ci

Migratory

Insertion

CH3

I . 'CH2

C H 2 " " \
^,V,,.CH2

-e l *

CH3

H2C

CH2

CH2

Fig. 2.19. Migratory insertion reaction

At the end of the reaction sequence it appears that the olefin is inserted
between the Ti-CH2CH3 bonds. Hence, this reaction is known as insertion.
However, most mechanistic studies suggest that the migration of the alkyl
group (rather than the insertion of the olefin) actually takes place [18-20].
To reconcile these two possibilities the term migratory insertion is used.
At the end of the migratory insertion the Ti-alkyl chain has grown from Ti-
CH2CH3 to Ti-CH2CH2CH2CH3, and the titanium is once again in a coordi-
nation number of five, i.e., with a coordinative unsaturation. A fresh olefin
molecule can coordinate at this site and by the repetition of the migratory
insertion the polymer chain grows. This sequence of events is involved in
the propagation of the polymerization (Fig. 2.20).
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CH,

-Cl".„

-ci1

H,C

CH2

•ci
C l ^ \

T:
Cl-

CH 3

H2C

CH 2

V,.CH2

. C H ,

,-CH,
H,C

~C\

;|// 1 CH2

-cr
Cl-

Fig. 2.20. Propagation of the polymer chain in the Ziegler-Natta catalyzed polym-
erization of ethylene

How does the chain terminate? One of the possible ways this can hap-
pen is by a process known as ß-hydrogen transfer. In this process the hy-
drogen on the ß-carbon of the alkyl chain first interacts at the vacant coor-
dination site of the titanium, and then is finally transferred to the titanium
leading to the elimination of the polymer with an unsaturated end group
(Fig. 2.21). Evidence for such a mechanism comes from studies on several
organometallic compounds. Species such as these have been isolated in
other situations showing strong M-H interactions. Such interactions have
been labeled as agostic interactions.

An alternative mechanism known as the bimetallic mechanism has also
been proposed. We start off with a bimetallic intermediate where the alu-
minum and titanium are bridged to each other (the only difference between
this and the earlier proposal is that in the previous instance the role of alu-
minum was proposed to be limited to alkylating the titanium centers). The
remaining steps in the mechanism are nearly similar (Fig. 2.22).
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Fig. 2.21. ß-Hydrogen transfer in monometallic mechanism
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Fig . 2.22. Bimetall ic mechanism for the polymerizat ion of ethylene
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2.6.2 Supported Ziegler-Natta Catalysts

Since the discovery of the original Ziegler-Natta catalytic system, several
new variations have been brought about. The first of these is supporting
the titanium chloride on a high surface area inert support. Since the
Ziegler-Natta catalyst is heterogeneous in nature only the surface is active.
Consequently, dispersing the titanium compound on a high surface area
solid will enable more catalytic sites to be available for polymerization.
The most popular support for this purpose has been MgCl2. Such MgCl2

supported catalysts have shown major advantages including higher activ-
ity, lower catalyst consumption etc. Because only small amounts of cata-
lyst are required, the need to remove the metallic catalyst from the polymer
at the end of polymerization is obviated [1].

2.6.3 Recent Developments in Ziegler-Natta Catalysis

As discussed above, traditional Ziegler-Natta catalysts are heterogeneous
in nature. There have been several attempts to prepare homogenous ver-
sions of these catalysts [21-28]. Many of these attempts have revolved
around the use of metallocenes [18-20, 27]. In order to understand this
topic a brief background on metallocenes is necessary. Metallocenes are a
large family of organometallic compounds where a metal atom/ion is sand-
wiched between at least two aromatic rings. Well-known examples of met-
allocenes are ferrocene and chromocene (Fig. 2.23).

Cr

Ferrocene Chromocene

Fig. 2.23. Structures of ferrocene and chromocene

In ferrocene the iron atom is sandwiched between two cyclopentadienyl
rings, hi contrast, in chromocene a chromium atom is sandwiched between
two benzene rings. In ferrocene the iron atom is in fact bound to all the
carbons of the cyclopentadienyl ring. If one probes the electronic configu-
ration of ferrocene it is found that each cyclopentadienyl anion (Cp~) con-
tributes six delocalized 7t-electrons for bonding to the organometallic
complex. Since ferrocene is a neutral molecule, the iron present is assigned
a formal oxidation state of +2. Thus the total valence electrons present in
ferrocene will work out to be 18. Similarly in chromocene each benzene
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ring contributes 6e and the chromium atom with a zero oxidation state also
contributes 6e, making the total number of valence electrons to be 18 (Ta-
ble 2.3).

Table 2.3. Electron count in ferrocene and chromocene

Electron count
2Cp- 2
lFe+2 1
Total

in ferrocene
x6=12e
x6= 6e

= 18e
Electron count in chromocene

2C6H6 2
lCr(o) 1
Total

x6=12e
x 6 = 6e

= 18e

Organometallic compounds having a total valence electron count of 18
are known to be very stable. Following the original discovery of ferrocene,
a large number of metallocenes have since been synthesized. The term
metallocene now is used in a much more general context and can mean a
wide variety of organometallic compounds including those with substi-
tuted cyclopentadienyl rings, those with bent sandwich structures and even
the half-sandwich compounds. Several other metallocenes with lesser
number of valence electrons (than eighteen) are known, as for example
Cp2TiCl2 or Cp2ZrCl2. Because of the presence of the additional chlorines
these molecules have bent structures (Fig. 2.24). The electron count in
these type molecules shows them to be 16e species (Table 2.4).

Fig. 2.24. Bent metallocenes Cp2ZrCl2 and Cp2TiCl2

Table 2.4. Electron count in Cp2ZrCl2 and Cp2TiCl2

Ligand or metal

2Cp"
lTi+4orZr+4

2cr

Electrons
contributed
2 x 6
0
2 x 2
Total

Total
electrons

12
0
4
16
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The titanium (or zirconium) present in these complexes is in an oxida-
tion state of+4 and therefore has 0 valence electrons. Each Cp" contributes
6e each, making a total of 12e. Each Cl" contributes 2e each. Thus,
Cp2ZrCl2 and Cp2TiCl2 are 16e compounds and therefore are more reactive
than ferrocene. Further the bent structure of metallocenes allows additional
ligands to approach the metal ion.

However, initial efforts in using Cp2TiCl2 or Cp2ZrCl2 as catalysts for
ethylene polymerization did not show any promise. A small accident
changed this. Normally the metallocene halides and the aluminum alkyls
are used in the complete absence of O2 and H2O. However, it was discov-
ered accidentally that in a combination of Cp2ZrMe2/AlMe3 if a small
amount of water is introduced it becomes a potent catalyst for ethylene po-
lymerization [25]. Thus, water which is traditionally seen as a foe in
Ziegler-Natta catalysis, turns into a friend. The role of water is to convert
AlMe3 into an oligomer called methylalumoxane (MAO)
Me2Al[OAlMe2]nOAlMe2 where n = 5-20. The precise structure of MAO
is still largely unknown.

Indeed, MAO can be deliberately prepared and added to Cp2ZrMe2. In a
ratio of about 1:1000 (Cp2ZrMe2:MAO) the polymerization of ethylene
takes place readily producing linear polyethylene. The nature of MAO is
quite complex and is believed to be a mixture of linear and cyclic oli-
gomers. Its principal role seems to generate a metal-centered cation by the
abstraction of a CH3" from Cp2ZrMe2 [22-25, 28]. The sequence of steps
there after is in keeping with the general principles of organometalic chem-
istry (Fig. 2.25). This can be summarized as follows.

1. A three-coordinate zirconium cation is generated as a result of the
reaction of Cp2ZrMe2 with MAO. This is a 14-electron species,
which is highly reactive. To some extent the positive nature of the
zirconium center is alleviated by the agostic interaction with the
methyl group. However, the metal center is quite receptive to any
incoming ligand.

2. The reactive three-coordinate zirconium compound is involved in
a reaction with ethylene (ethylene coordination). This leads to a
metal-olefin complex.

3. The next step is the migratory insertion reaction. This leads to the
formation of a metal-alkyl complex. Note that we have ended up
again with a three-coordinate zirconium cation, which has a metal-
alkyl bond. In effect we have lengthened the alkyl chain by the
process of olefin coordination followed by migratory insertion.

4. Propagation of the reaction is facilitated by the rotation of the al-
kyl group so that steric hindrance is minimized for the incoming
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olefin. Olefin coordination and migratory insertion continues the
generation of longer alkyl chains. Eventually this process leads to
a polymeric chain.
The termination reaction is facilitated by the ß-hydride elimina-
tion. Thus, termination leads back to the reactive three-coordinate
zirconium species which can initiate the polymerization again. Re-
call that this is similar to what we have seen with simple Ziegler-
Natta catalysts.

Agosttc interaction Ethylene coordination

migratory
insertion

A
•H Ethylene coordination

..•
Zr-alkyl rotation

..•

Migratory
insertion
Alkyl rotation
etc

V
,0

P = Polymer chain

Fig. 2.25. Polymerization of ethylene by

The most recent developments in this area relate to custom-made zir-
conocenes for specific applications. The stereo-electronic environment at
the zirconium center can be varied in a very subtle manner and this can
lead to the formation of specific polymers. Thus, a bridged metallocene in
combination with MAO can lead specifically to isotactic polypropylene
(Fig. 2.26) [26]. Similarly, variation in the metallocene structure can lead
to specific formation of a syndiotactic polypropylene. Even a polypropyl-
ene containing alternating isotactic and syndiotactic blocks can be pre-
pared by modifying the metallocene.
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Me

Me

)

Ch

O-

V C H - C H ^ Isotactic
MAO polypropylene

Cyclohexyl unit

Fig. 2.26. Polymerization of propylene by bridged-zirconocene to afford isotactic
polypropylene

More recently, non-metallocene catalysts have also been developed for
polymerization of olefins. These are based on coordination complexes. A
typical example of the type of coordinating complex used is shown below.
It contains a chelating tripodal nitrogen-ligand, which enforces a five-
coordinate distorted square-pyramidal geometry around iron(II). This kind
of a complex acts as a catalyst (along with MAO as the co-catalyst) to po-
lymerize ethylene to linear polyethylene (Fig. 2.27) [21]. Notice that varia-
tion of the substituents on the aromatic groups of the ligand leads to a
change in the nature of product.

-mo tectilar- weight
polymers (HDPE)

Fig. 2.27. Polymerization of ethylene by transition-metal complexes

The mechanism of polymerization by the transition-metal complexes is
similar to what is known for conventional Ziegler-Natta catalyzed reac-
tions (Fig. 2.28). Alkylation of the metal center followed by CH3" abstrac-
tion leads to a metal-centered cation. Olefin coordination followed by in-
sertion leads to polymer growth. The termination of the polymerization can
occur by a ß-hydrogen transfer. Clearly the advent of these developments
is an indicator that the last word in this area is far from over and the inge-
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nuity of the organometallic chemist and the inorganic chemist can lead to
newer catalyst systems.

Polymer
Metal centered
cation:Can again
initiate polymerization

Fig. 2.28. Mechanism of polymerization of ethylene by transition-metal com-
plexes

2.6.4 Summary of the Ziegler-Natta Catalysis

1. A combination of TiCl4/Et3Al or TiCl3/Et3Al is an excellent cata-
lyst system for the polymerization of olefins. This has been most
widely used for preparing linear polyethylene (high-density poly-
ethylene) and isotactic polypropylene. This traditional catalytic
system is heterogeneous in nature.

2. The next generations of Ziegler-Natta catalysts have been devel-
oped by supporting TiCl3 on inert inorganic supports such as
MgCl2. Supported catalysts are more efficient. Higher amounts of
polymer are produced per gram of titanium. The mechanism of po-
lymerization involves coordination of the olefin to a vacant coor-
dination site at the surface.

3. New Ziegler-Natta catalysts are homogeneous systems. These are
based on a combination of metallocenes and MAO. By appropriate
use of these catalysts linear polyethylene, and all the three types of
polypropylene (atactic, isotactic and syndiotactic) can be produced
in a specific manner. A cationic alkyl-metallocene complex is the
active species in the polymerization. MAO helps in alkylating the
metallocene (if the metallocene is a metallocene dihalide like
Cp2ZrCl2) and also in assisting the removal of a CH3. Further it
stabilizes the cationic center and also possibly scavenges impuri-
ties.
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Polymers prepared by metallocene catalysts have special proper-
ties. Metallocene-polyethylene is an excellent film wrap and has
excellent barrier properties to oxygen and moisture. Special poly-
mers such as linear low-density polyethylene (LLDPE) which is a
copolymer of ethylene and 1-butene (or 4-methyl-l-pentene) can
be manufactured readily by the use of metallocene catalysts.
LLDPE is a high strength film-forming polymer.
A new generation of Ziegler-Natta catalysts does away with tita-
nium or zirconium complexes altogether. Instead, conventional
transition-metal complexes involving Fe(II) or Ni(II) are being
used.

2.7 Olefin Metathesis Polymerization

Olefin metathesis is an important polymerization reaction that is particu-
larly useful for cyclic compounds containing a double bond. Before going
through this let us look at the olefin metathesis reaction. The latter can be
represented by the following simple reaction [1-5] (see Eq. 2.28).

R y R
 +

 R V R A
 Olefin

 R y R >
C^ / C x metathesis ^ c ^

The product in this reaction appears to arise as a result of splitting the
reacting olefins exactly into two equal halves and allowing them to join
again. This reaction is reversible and several versions are now known.

1. Cross-metathesis (see Eq. 2.29).

• CH2*CH2 (2.29)

2. Ring-closing metathesis (see Eq. 2.30).

^ D (2.30)
K = ' + CH2=CH2

3. Ring-opening metathesis (ROMP) (see Eq. 2.31).

4. Ring-opening metathesis polymerization (see Eq. 2.32).
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(2.32)

5. Acyclic diene metathesis polymerization (see Eq. 2.33)

(2.33)

nH2C=CH2

The use of ROMP has been widely applied. Thus, cyclopentene can be
polymerized by olefm metathesis to a linear polymer. In this reaction the
cyclic hydrocarbon is opened up by the catalyst and joined together in a
linear fashion (see Eq. 2.34). The catalysts that perform this operation are
called ring-opening metathesis catalysts.

= \ Metathesis 1=1 F=F (2-34)

catalyst

Representative examples of the recent generation of metathesis catalysts
are shown below (Fig. 2.29). Notice that these transition-metal derivatives
contain an M=C bond. Such compounds are known as metal carbenes [18-
20].

Cy = Cyclohexyl

RCV,,

RCT

R = H 3 C - C ( C F 3 ) 2 -

Fig. 2.29. Metal carbenes that can be used as metathesis catalysts

The mechanism of the olefin metathesis polymerization involves (a) an
initial 2+2 cyclo-addition of a metal carbene with the cyclic olefin. This
leads to the formation of a four-membered metallacyclobutane. The next
steps (b) (c) and (d) show the polymer propagation reactions (Fig. 2.30).
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a
polymer

LnM=c;
H H

Fig. 2.30. Mechanism of ring-opening metathesis polymerization

Norbornene can also be polymerized by metathesis catalysts to polyno-
rbomene (see Eq. 2.35).

CH=CH-
(2.35)

As can be seen in the two examples (cyclopentene and norbornene) po-
lymerization of cyclic olefins leads to polymers containing double bonds at
periodic intervals in their backbone. An interesting application of the me-
tathesis polymerization is the preparation of /rans-polyacetylene [1]. Me-
tathesis of the tricylic monomer leads to the ring-opening of the cyclobu-
tene ring to afford a polymeric derivative. Heating this polymer eliminates
bis-trifluoromethylbenzene to leave behind £rarcs-polyacetylene (see Eq.
2.36).

(2.36)

2.8 Atom Transfer Radical Polymerization

We have seen previously that polymerization initiated by free-radicals suf-
fers from some disadvantages. Mainly, the chain-length cannot be con-
trolled and branching occurs. Some of these disadvantages are overcome in
newer methods of radical polymerization. An important new development
in this regard is the atom transfer radical polymerization (ATRP) [29-30].
In this process all the chains are initiated essentially at the same time (at
the point of catalyst injection) and all the chains grow at the same rate until
the monomer is consumed. The important principles of the atom transfer
polymerization process are illustrated by the following sequence of reac-
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tions in the bulk polymerization of styrene at 130 °C using 1-phenyl ethyl
chloride as an initiator and [Cu(bipy)2][Cl]~ (bipy = 2, 2'-bipyridine) as a
chlorine atom transfer promoter (see Eq. 2.37).

(2.37)

Cu(l)Ln

The catalyst being a Cu(I) complex, abstracts a chlorine from the initia-
tor; in this process the metal gets oxidized to Cu(II) generating a free radi-
cal Rv The latter can initiate polymerization of a styrene monomer (see
Eqs. 2.37-2.38).

(2.38)

R» + Cl-Cu(ll)l]
J n

Cl Cu(M)Ln

Chlorine transfer can occur to the growing polymer radical (see Eq.
2.39).

.ci (2.39)

C' Cu(")Ln

The propagation of the reaction can occur in a similar manner (see Eq.
2.40).

(2.40)

Cu(l)Ln Cl—Cu(ll)Ln

The whole process can be schematically represented as shown in Eqs.
2.41-2.42.
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R—Cl + Cu(l)Ln - R« + Cl—Cu(ll)Ln (2-41)

R—M-CI + Cu(l)Ln • - R— M» + Cl—Cu(ll)Lx

R-CI + Cu(l)Ln ===== ty + Cl— Cu(ll)Ln (2.42)

The following are the key points of the mechanism of atom transfer
radical polymerization.

1. The catalyst shuttles between two oxidation states viz., Cu(I)
and Cu(II).

2. The bidentate ligand viz., 2,2'-bipyridyl is crucial in increasing
the solubility of Cu(I)Cl and it also affects the abstraction of a
chlorine from the initiator 1-phenyl ethyl chloride as well as the
dormant species Pi-Cl. It is not necessary that this ligand alone
be used. Other ligands that can perform in a similar manner are
also useful.

3. The alkyl radical R« and the polymer radical P; are reversible
with respect to the corresponding halides R-Cl and Pi-Cl, re-
spectively. This process also involves an atom transfer reaction.

4. The concentration of the growing radical is low. This means
that the equilibrium is towards the halides. This also implies
that the bimolecular reactions between radicals are low and
therefore termination reactions are minimized. This virtually
means that a living polymerization is achieved.

5. Thus, in the polymerization of styrene with 1-phenylethyl chlo-
ride and a CuCl-bipyridine complex a well-defined high-
molecular-weight polymer with a narrow-molecular-weight dis-
tribution is achieved. Since the first discovery of ATRP, several
different types of monomers have been found suitable for po-
lymerization by this method and this method promises to have
important new applications in the future.

2.9 Ring-opening Polymerization

Several cyclic organic molecules can be polymerized by the ring-opening
polymerization method [1-5]. Although the metathesis polymerization that
we discussed earlier also is a ring-opening polymerization, it was a special
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class of ring opening that involved a cyclic compound containing a double
bond. Other cyclic compounds such as cyclic ethers, lactones, lactams and
cyclic imines undergo ring-opening polymerization. A few examples are
shown below.

H2C°-CH2 r , (2-43)

Trioxane can be polymerized into poly(formaldehyde) by the action of
Lewis acids (see Eq. 2.43). Notice that in this method of polymerization
there is no change in the chemical composition as the monomer gets con-
verted into the polymer. Caprolactam can be polymerized to nylon-6 by
the ring-opening method (see Eq. 2.44).

(2.44)

Caprolactam Nylon-6

Three-membered rings such as epoxides and aziridines can also be po-
lymerized to their polymeric analogues. The release of ring-strain is an
important factor in the polymerization of the three-membered rings. Thus,
ethylene oxide can be polymerized to poly(ethylene oxide) by anionic or
cationic initiators (see Eq. 2.45).

/ \ „ f 1 (2.45)
n CH2-CH2 "" 4 -CH 2 -CH 2 O-4

L J n

Similarly, ethylene imine polymerizes quite readily in the presence of
cationic initiators (see Eq. 2.46).

A . v, (2-46)
n CH2-CH2 *• 4 -CH 2 -CH 2 - | \H -

Although the mechanism of the ring-opening polymerization would vary
depending on the monomer in question it is clear that a reactive species has
to be generated which weakens a bond in the ring leading to its scission.
This is illustrated by the acid-catalyzed polymerization of trioxane. The
first step is the protonation of an oxygen followed by the C-0 bond cleav-
age (see Eq. 2.47) [1,2].
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H (2.47)
/O^ „ „ / O © Q

H,C CH2 © © H2C CH2 X
I I + H X » I I

Subsequent chain propagation reactions can occur by the electrophilic
attack of the reactive carbocation (see Eq. 2.48).

H (2.48)
^ <±f © \ o v /O /O^

H2C CH 2 X H2C C H 2 H2C H2C Y M 2
I I + 1 1 w I I X.
o^c/O o^^o °^c^°..-/

H 2 H 2 H 2

6^ ©
QH2 X

The chain can terminate by the reaction of the carbocation with an an-
ion. Although several cyclic organic monomers can be polymerized, many
more are quite resistant. The most prominent organic rings that cannot be
polymerized are benzene and cyclohexane.

To summarize, several cyclic organic compounds can be polymerized
by the ring-opening polymerization method. As we will see in the subse-
quent parts of this book this method is the main route for the preparation of
inorganic polymers.

2.10 Group-Transfer Polymerization

Group-transfer polymerization is being thought of as a convenient way for
preparing living polymers [1, 2]. However, because of its very nature it
cannot be applied to many monomeric systems and has a restricted utility.
This polymerization reaction involves the transfer of a trimethylsilyl group
from the growing end of the polymer chain to an incoming monomer. Usu-
ally this polymerization is carried out on vinyl monomers that contain a
carbonyl function. The best examples of such monomers are acrylate es-
ters. The reaction is initiated by a silyl ketene acetal which is activated by
a reagent such as F" (see Eq. 2.49). Thus, the addition of HF2" to the silyl
ketene acetal is believed to form a hypervalent penta-coordinate silicon
center. The electrophilicity of the silicon allows the incoming methyl-
methacrylate to bind to it through the carbonyl oxygen. Subsequently, the
trimethylsilyl group is transferred to the next monomer. This process leads
to the formation of a linear polymer. Since the chains are all initiated at the
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same time, the polydispersity index for the polymers prepared by group-
transfer polymerization is close to one. Living polymers can be prepared
by this method. This reaction can be done at room temperature in contrast
to low temperatures that have to be employed for anionic polymerization.
Also this polymerization is not sensitive to air (oxygen). However, the po-
lymerization has to be carried out under moisture-free conditions. Another
limitation is that this method seems to be mainly applicable to acrylate
monomers.

S ^\o (2-49)
Me OSiMeß |-|p~ Me O—SiMeßF MeQ—c

yC C — C—C^-^ |
Me OMe Me \ OMe H,C—C

Hypervalent silicon
intermediate

FMe3SiO OMe ° O M e MeO O
C C^ MeO O Me C^
II II I II II I I
C—H2C—C-H2C—C—C -« C—C—CH2-C
I I I \ . , . / I I

Me Me Me OMe MeO M e M e

Growing polymer chain

2.11 Condensation Polymers

In all the preceding polymerization methods we have seen how to utilize
the double bond in an unsaturated organic compound to link many mole-
cules together into a polymeric chain. Also, in all of these processes the
polymer was produced starting from a single monomer. In contrast in this
section we will look at polymers that are prepared from the reaction of two
difunctional monomers with each other. In all the polymerization reactions
that we have seen so far there was no side-product formation. For exam-
ple, ethylene was converted into polyethylene; acrylonitrile was converted
into polyacrylonitrile and so on. During this conversion the entire struc-
tural unit of the monomer was incorporated into the polymer without any
side-product formation. However, in the preparation of condensation
polymers a small molecule (such as water or methanol) is eliminated as the
side-product. Another important difference is that condensation polymeri-
zation is usually a step-growth polymerization. This means that the polym-
erization proceeds in a series of steps. To make this point clear let us recall
the polymerization of ethylene by the free-radical method. In the free-
radical process the polymerization of various chains are initiated by the
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initiator. At any stage of polymerization, if one analyzes the polymeriza-
tion mixture one will find a mixture of high polymer along with monomer.
No oligomers are found. In contrast, in condensation polymers, the mono-
mers disappear in the initial stage of the reaction itself. However, polymer
formation occurs only at the very end. Thus, the molecular weights of the
growing chains increase very slowly during most of the course of the reac-
tion, but rapidly increase towards the end. Another feature of the conden-
sation polymerization is that the purity of the monomers is very crucial. In
order for high-molecular-weight polymers to be obtained the reacting
monomers should be extremely pure. The mechanism of condensation po-
lymerization is illustrated in the next section using polyesters as an exam-
ple.

2.11.1 Polyesters

Polyesters, as the name implies, are polymers that contain ester linkages.
As an example of a polyester let us look at poly(ethylene terephthalate).
The repeat unit of poly(ethylene terephthalate) is shown in Eq. 2.50.

(2-50)
C—O— CH2-CH2-O-

ester linkage

Before we discuss the preparation of poly(ethylene terephthalate) let us
look at the synthesis of simple esters. This will help us to understand poly-
esters in particular and condensation polymers in general.

Let us consider the reaction of benzoic acid with ethanol. Both are mono
functional. This reaction leads to the formation of a simple ester. During
this reaction water is the side-product (see Eq. 2.51).

(2.51)
3j-CH2CH3

carboxylic alcohol ester + H2O
acid

Instead of ethanol, let us now use ethylene glycol. The latter is a difunc-
tional reagent containing two hydroxyl groups. This reaction leads to the
formation of a diester (see Eq. 2.52). Similarly, let us look at the reaction
of a dicarboxylic acid with ethanol (see Eq. 2.53). The former is a difunc-
tional reagent containing two carboxylic acid groups.



2.11 Condensation Polymers 65

° o
-C-CJH + Hq-CH2— CH2-OH + HO—O

-2H2O

/^X II II
(J)—C-O-CH2-CH2-O—C

Ester

(2.52)

(2.53)
CH3CH

-2H2O

Thus, the reaction of ethylene glycol (a diol) with two equivalents of
benzoic acid (a mono carboxylic acid) or the reaction of terephthalic acid
(a dicarboxylic acid) with ethanol (a mono hydroxy compound) lead to the
formation of diesters.

Let us now see what happens if a diol reacts with a dicarboxylic acid
(see Eq. 2.54).

O s <Z54)

Ester

Importantly, unlike the diester we have seen earlier, A still has two
functional groups (-OH groups) for further reaction. These can react now
with a dicarboxylic acid to generate a tetra-ester, which has two carboxylic
acids at the terminal ends. Thus, alternately the diol and the dicarboxylic
acids can react to gradually afford a long-chain polymer (see Eq. 2.55).
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o o
-C—O-CH2CH2-O-C-

O O

C-O-CH2CH2-O—C ; - O H
(2.55)

Obviously reactions can also occur between oligomers (see Eq. 2.56).

o (2.56)
HO—C—Tetramer—C—OH + HO—Tetramer—OH

— o — Tetramer —OH

Thus, it can be readily seen that in this method of polymerization the
monomers disappear in the very beginning. Since the two kinds of difunc-
tional monomers react with each other almost immediately there will be no
trace of monomers. However, in order to form the polymer the short-chain
oligomers that are formed have to condense with each other to form even
longer chains. This process leads to the presence of several medium-
molecular-weight oligomers up to the very end. Condensation of such oli-
gomers leads to the formation of high polymers and to the increase in mo-
lecular weight during the very end of the reaction.

In practice, one of the ways poly(ethylene terephthalate) is prepared is
as follows. First a diester is formed as a result of the reaction of
terephthalic acid with ethylene glycol. This is heated at about 270 °C re-
sulting in the loss of ethylene glyol to afford high-molecular-weight
polyethylene terephthalate) (PET) (see Eq. 2.57).

(2.57)
HO—H2C—H2C-O-C C-O—CH2CH2—OH

270°C

C-O— CH2CH24
J n

Another polyester similar to PET is poly(ethylene naphthalate) or PEN
(see Eq. 2.58).
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o

-C—O— CH2-CH2--

Poly(ethylene naphthalate) (PEN)

(2.58)

The monomers used in the preparation of PEN are ethylene glycol and
naphthalene dicarboxylic acid (Fig. 2.31).

OOJ
II ^
o

Fig. 2.31. Naphthalene dicarboxylic acid

A variety of polyesters can be prepared by varying the diols and dicar-
boxylic acids. This principle is quite general and can be applied to any sys-
tem of difunctional reagents that can react with each other. Some of the
other important types of condensation polymers are discussed in the fol-
lowing sections.

2.11.2 Polycarbonates

Polycarbonates are the polyesters of carbonic acid. Thus, the reaction of
bisphenol with phosgene (COC12) or diphenyl carbonate can lead to poly-
carbonate (see Eq. 2.59).

ONa
(2.59)

2.11.3 Polyamides

In general polyamides are prepared by a melt polymerization. For exam-
ple, the reaction of hexamethylene diamine and adipic acid leads to the
formation of a salt. The latter is heated at high temperatures (about 220 °C)
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in a sealed vessel to afford nylon-6,6. Notice the presence of the amide
linkage in nylon-6,6 (see Eqs. 2.60, 2.61).

o-c-(cHy-c-o H3N(CH2)6NH3

Salt
-H 2 O

Salt

C—N—(CHj

(2.60)

(2.61)

Nylon-6,6

Another route for the preparation of the polyamides is the interfacial po-
lymerization method. In this method the diamine is dissolved in water
(which usually also contains a base such as potassium hydroxide for scav-
enging the HC1 formed in the reaction). The diacid chloride is dissolved in
an organic solvent such as dichloromethane or tetrachloroethylene. These
two solutions are brought in contact with each other. The polymer is
formed at the interface of the two immiscible solvent systems. An example
of this polymerization is shown in Eq. 2.62.

o
Interfacial

polymerization

H O (2.62)

A polyamide, where both the diacid and the diamine contain aromatic
units is Kevlar. Thus, the dicarboxylic acid is terephthalic acid while the
diamine is 1,4-phenylene diamine (see Eq. 2.63).

(2.63)
HO-C

In Kevlar the rigid aromatic spacer group allows the polymer to be pre-
sent in an all-trans conformation. Such a conformation imparts great
strength for the polymer fiber. Further, intermolecular hydrogen bonds
make the polymer even more crystalline and rigid and make these polymer
fibers strong (Fig. 2.32).
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Fig. 2.32. The all-trans conformation of Kevlar

A variation of Kevlar is Nomex. In this polyamide the aromatic dicar-
boxylic acid is slightly different. Instead of terephthalic acid which con-
tains the carboxylic acid functional groups para to each other the prepara-
tion of Nomex uses a dicarboxylic acid where the two -COOH units are
meta with respect to each other (Fig. 2.33).

Fig. 2.33. Synthesis of Nomex

This change of the monomer leads to a slight change in the crystallinity
of the polymer. Thus, it is possible to vary the polymer structure and hence
the properties by small structural changes at the monomer level. By the use
of such simple principles polymers with widely different properties can be
assembled. Thus, Nomex is slightly less crystalline than Kevlar and can be
processed more easily.

2.11.4 Polyimides

Polyimides are a group of extremely strong polymers that are also highly
heat and chemical resistant. These polymers contain the imide functional-
ity. We have seen that the amide functionality [—C(O)NH—]n is present
in synthetic polyamides like nylon-6,6 as well as in natural polyamides
like proteins. The imide functional group is created when nitrogen is at-
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tached to two carbonyl groups. For example, the reaction between a dian-
hydride and a diamine can give rise to a polyimide (Fig. 2.34).

- - N

Fig. 2.34. Synthesis of a polyimide

Aromatic polyamides are rigid flat molecules that can stack up on top of
each other. Stacking is also aided by the fact that the polyimide chains
contain electron-deficient carbonyl groups (acceptors) and electron-rich ni-
trogens (donors). In successive chains stacking can occur such that a
phenylene diimine unit lies on top of the anhydride unit (Fig. 2.35). Be-
cause of these structural features aromatic polyimides are extremely crys-
talline polymers.

c
II
o

electron-deficient unit electron-rich unit

Fig. 2.35. Electron-deficient and electron-rich units present in aromatic polyim-
ides
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2.11.5 Polysulfones

Polysulfones are a group of polymers that are also heat resistant and ther-
mally stable. A typical repeat unit of a poly sulfone is shown below (Fig.
2.36). These are a special group of polyethers (the ether linkage connects
the polymeric chain).

—o

Fig. 2.36. A polysulfone

The polysufone shown above is prepared by the reaction of the diso-
dium salt of bisphenol-A with 4,4 -dichlorodiphenyl sulfone (Fig. 2.37).

NaO ONa

-NaCI

Fig. 2.37. Synthesis of a polysulfone

Other polyethers such as poly(phenylene oxide) are prepared by oxida-
tion reactions using a transition metal complexes containing metal ions
such as Cu+ (see Eq. 2.64).

(2.64)

0.5n O2

Cu+ Complex

2.11.6 Thermoset Resins

Thermoset resins are a special family of polymers. There are two stages in
the preparation of these polymers. The first is the generation of a pre-
polymer, which is a low-medium-molecular-weight material and which
contains many reactive functional groups. The second step is a curing re-
action of the prepolymer. The curing could be simply a thermal treatment.
At a higher temperature the many reactive groups react with each other by
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extrusion of small molecules such as H2O or formaldehyde (or both). Al-
ternatively a second chemical reagent is added to react with the reactive
groups. Either way, the curing reaction leads to the formation of an intri-
cately networked (crosslinked) material. The final cured polymer is usually
thermally very stable. The cured polymer cannot be molded further by
thermal treatment. Three typical examples of thermoset resins are given
below.

2.11.6.1 Phenol-Formaldehyde Resins

Reaction of a phenol with formaldehyde gives a mixture of compounds
containing various methylol phenols (Figs. 2.38 and 2.39).

3H OH OH OH

HOH2C

COT " CO] [OI "
CH2OH CH2OH CH2OH

Fig. 2.38. Methylol phenols obtained in the preparation of phenol-formaldehyde
resins

OH

6
OH

CH2OH

HOH2C > " "CH2OH

OH

Fig. 2.39. Condensed phenols formed in the condensation of phenol with formal-
dehyde

The mixture of products shown in Figures 2.38 and 2.39 is called a pre-
polymer. These products contain a number of reactive sites. Heating these
at higher temperatures leads to the formation of highly crosslinked struc-
tures. This process of heating the prepolymer, which leads to the final
polymer, is called curing. The crosslinked structures contain many -CH2-
linkages. Because of extensive crosslinking these kinds of polymers are
called thermosets. What this means is that after the material is molded into
a desirable shape and heated, the resultant highly crosslinked polymer
cannot be further processed by thermal treatment.
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2.11.6.2 Melamine-Formaldehyde Resins

In these resins a multifunctional heterocyclic ring is used as one of the
monomers. Thus, melamine, which contains three reactive -NH2 groups, is
used as one of the monomers. Condensation of melamine with formalde-
hyde leads to products that contain the NH-CH2OH units (Fig. 2.40).

NH2

H2N—C^. ^C—NH 2

CH2O

- H 2 O

NH-CH2OH

HOH2CHN—C^ ^C—NHCH2OH
N

N

i'f / ;H 2 OH

HOH2C' N SCH2OH

Fig. 2.40. Condensation of melamine with formaldehyde

HOH2CX CH2OH
N

OH n
N

H2C
 N

OH

^CHzOH

SCH2OH

- H 2 O , -CH 2 O

, i N" N42CS | 11
N—C^- ^ C — R

12C
 N

OH

- H 2 O

RN r iV ? r
N—C -̂ /C—N-CH2-N—C^. ^

r/ N I NK R

Crosslink with a -CH2-

N N

t / R R s I II II I ^F

;—N N—C^. ^C—N—CH2-O—H2C—N—C^ ^ C — N
R R N ! ! N F
K K R R h

Crosslink with a -OCH2-

Fig. 2.41. Thermal curing of prepolymers obtained from melamine-formaldehyde
condensation reaction
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The polyfunctional products shown in Fig. 2.40 are the prepolymers in
this instance. Thermal curing of these prepolymers leads to crosslinked
products that contain either the CH2-0 linkages or -CH2- linkages (Fig.
2.41).

2.11.6.3 Epoxy Resins

In the two thermosets seen above the curing of the prepolymer was carried
out by a thermal process. It is also possible to use a chemical reagent for
the curing reaction. In the case of the epoxy resins this principle is em-
ployed.

CH2-CH—CH2-CI + 0 H _ R _ 0 H + Cl—CH2—CH—CH2

epichlorohydrin bisphenol-A

-2HCI

Fig. 2.42. Preparation of epoxy terminated bis-phenol derivatives

The first step in the preparation of the epoxy resins is the assembly of a
pre-polymer containing epoxy groups. This is done by the reaction of
epichlorohydrin with a diol such as bisphenol-A (Fig. 2.42). Longer chain
derivatives containing multiple epoxy groups can be prepared by adjusting
the ratio of epichlorohydrin and bisphenol. Thus, a mixture of oligomers
and polymers with epoxy groups is prepared by the above reaction. This
pre-polymer can be cured rapidly by the reaction with a diamine. Let us
see what happens when an epoxide reacts with an amine. A primary amine
opens the epoxide to a compound that contains the hydroxyl group along
with a NHR group (see Eq. 2.65).

A , ?H , (2-65)
R—CH—CH2 + H2N—R> •• R— CH—CH2-NH—R1

When the prepolymer containing multiple epoxy groups is treated with a
diamine, the pre-polymer units are connected (crosslinked) together to
generate a thermoset polymer (see Eq. 2.66).
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/°x , /°x (2.66)
P~CH—CH2 + H2N—RUNH2 + CH—CH~P

OH OH
I I

P-CH—CH2— HN PJ-NH—CH2CH-P

2.12 Some Basic Features About Polymers

We have seen in the above sections a survey of various preparative meth-
ods for assembling organic polymers. We will now acquaint ourselves of
some basic features that are distinctive of polymers.

2.12.1 Molecular Weights of Polymers

Unlike a small-molecular-weight compound, a polymer has a larger mo-
lecular weight. But this is not the only difference. In a sample of a smaller-
molecular-weight compound such as benzoic acid, all the molecules of
benzoic acid will have the exact chemical identity. This means that the mo-
lecular weight of benzoic acid is a constant quantity. This situation does
not apply to a synthetic polymer. For a given polymer the chain-lengths of
individual polymer chains will vary from each other (except in naturally
occurring polymers such as proteins). Because of this the molecular
weights of the polymers will be an average property. A distribution of
chain lengths and molecular weights is what is found for synthetic poly-
mers. Because of such a distribution we can obtain an average value. Two
of the most common molecular weight averages used for polymers are the
number average molecular weight Mn and the weight average molecular
weight Mw.

The number average molecular weight is the total weight of all the
polymer molecules in a sample, divided by the total number of polymer
molecules. Thus, the number average molecular weight Mn is defined as
shown in Fig. 2.43.

I Nx Mx
x= 1

Z Nx
x= 1

Fig. 2.43. Definition of the number average molecular weight Mn
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In this definition (Fig. 2.43) Nx is the number of moles whose weight is
Mx. The summations are for all the different sizes of polymer molecules
fromx= 1 to x = °°.

The weight average molecular weight is defined as shown in Fig. 2.44.

x= 1

Fig. 2.44. Definition of the number average molecular weight Mw

In general it is seen that Mn is indicative of lower polymer molecular
weights, while Mw is indicative of higher polymer molecular weights. It is
for this reason that the quantity MJMn (also known as polydispersity index
or PDI) tells about the range of molecular weight distribution. If this ratio
is one (or even close to one) the polymer is a monodisperse polymer. In
such a polymer all the polymer chains are initiated into polymerization at
the same time and further they all grow at the same rate. This leads to
polymer chains of (nearly) equal length. Polymerization by anionic or
ATRP methods achieve nearly monodisperse polymers. Other methods of
polymerization, however, afford polymers with larger PDF s.

What should be the minimum molecular weights that polymers should
have in order to have useful mechanical properties? It is found that the me-
chanical strength begins to increase slowly with molecular weight. This in-
crease is rapid up to a critical molecular weight (usually about 5,000-
10,000). After this the increase in mechanical properties is quite slow be-
fore tapering off [ 1 ].

2.12.2 Glass Transition Temperature of Polymers

Glass transition temperature (Tg) is a characteristic temperature of amor-
phous polymers. Since even crystalline polymers contain amorphous do-
mains, Tg is a characteristic thermal signature of any polymer.

Just as a crystalline solid melts into an isotropic liquid at a particular
temperature, if a polymer were to be perfectly crystalline it also would
similarly melt. This temperature is the melting temperature or Tm. On the
other hand, the thermal behavior of an amorphous polymer is slightly dif-
ferent. As a polymer melt is cooled down continuously, at a critical tem-
perature, the polymer motion ceases completely. This temperature is the
glass transition temperature (Tg) of a polymer. Below the Tg the polymers
behave like inorganic glasses and become hard and brittle. What is the dif-
ference between the melting temperature Tm and glass transition tempera-
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ture rg? While Tm is a first-order transition, Tg is a second-order transition.
Let us look at Tm first. As we heat any crystalline material (such as a crys-
talline polymer) at a constant rate its temperature increases. The increase
of temperature depends upon the heat capacity of the material. (The heat
capacity is the amount of heat required to raise the temperature of one
gram of the material by one degree Celsius). At the melting temperature it-
self, all the heat supplied goes into melting the solid and not in increasing
the temperature. The amount of heat that is required for melting a solid is
called the latent heat of melting. It is required to separate the molecules
from each other. It is the energy required to be overcome before the solid
is converted into the liquid. Thus, there is a break in the heat supplied vs
temperature increase phenomenon for a crystalline solid at its Tm. After
the melting is over, further supply of heat causes the temperature to rise
albeit at a slower rate. This is due to the higher heat capacity of the melt in
comparison to the solid.

On the other hand, when an amorphous solid such as an amorphous
polymer is heated its temperature increases as before. However, when the
Tg is reached there is no break in the temperature increase. After Tg the rate
of increase of temperature with respect to the heat supplied varies in com-
parison to the situation below the Tg. This means that the glass transition
involves a change in heat capacity but does not involve a latent heat
change. In contrast, the Tm involves a change in latent heat as well as heat
capacity. The former (Ig) is defined as a second-order transition, while the
latter (Tm) a first-order transition.

What is the physical significance of rg? Above the Tg polymers are soft
and pliable, because of torsional or segmental motions. These movements
could be either in the backbone or the side chain of the polymer.

A polymer with a low Tg has considerable torsional mobility. For exam-
ple, poly(dimethylsiloxane) [Si(CH3)2O]nhas a Tg of-127 °C. On the other
hand high Tg's mean a stiff and rigid polymer. For example, poly(methyl-
methacrylate) has a Tg of about 120 °C [1].

2.12.3 Elastomers, Fibers and Plastics

Elastomers are a group of polymers that can be stretched to many times
their original length. After the force applied for stretching them is re-
moved, these polymers return back to their original shape. This can be rep-
resented as shown in Fig. 2.45.
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Force

Remove force

Unstretched
elastomer

Fig. 2.45. Application of force to stretch elastomers

In general, the elastomer should be lightly crosslinked. These cross-
links prevent the chains from slipping away from each other (when
stretched under the influence of a force) (Fig. 2.46).

Force

Chains do not slip away
from each other.

Fig. 2.46. Crosslinking of elastomers

What kind of polymers are elastomers? Polymers that are amorphous
and have low rg's are generally elastomers. Usually the 7g's of amorphous
polymers are lower than room temperature. Typical examples of elastom-
ers are polyisoprene, polyisobutylene, polychloroprene, etc (Fig. 2.47).

-H2C O
/C=cx

H3C H

Polyisoprene

CH,

CH3

Polyisobutylene

c
CH2-J-

c
lCl H

Polychloroprene

Fig. 2.47. Examples of elastomers

How is crosslinking achieved in these elastomers? The presence of dou-
ble bonds in polyisoprene makes the job of crosslinking easier. Heating it
with sulfur introduces crosslinks between the chains (Fig. 2.48). Disulfide
crosslinks hold different polyisoprene chains together.
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Other chain

S
CH3 CH3 S

CH2-C=CH—CH2-CH2-C—C-CH2

S H

S

I
Other chain

Fig. 2.48. Disulfide crosslinking

Fibers are polymers that are highly crystalline. These polymer chains
can be neatly stacked up into a regular arrangement. Usually strong inter-
molecular hydrogen bonding helps in this ordered arrangement. Fibers
have excellent tensile strength. This means that they can withstand great
amounts of strain (any force) applied to deform the polymer, for example,
a force to stretch the polymers. However, the tensile strength of fibers is
usually in one direction viz., in the fiber direction. They do not have such
strength perpendicular to the fiber direction.

Which are the polymers that act as fibers? Polyamides (nylon 6,6, nylon
6, Kevlar), polyesters, polyacrylonitrile, cellulose, etc. are fibers. Highly
crystalline polyethylene and polypropylene can also be used as fibers.

Plastics are polymers that are flexible. Their properties are intermediate
between those of elastomers and fibers. The glass transition temperatures
of many plastics lie above room temperature. Such plastics are processed
above their Tg. They are pliable (above their T&) and so they can be molded
to any desired shape. Below their Tg they are hard. This means that the
shape is retained. A number of polymers can be used as plastics. These in-
clude polymers such as polyethylene, polypropylene etc.

Table 2.5 summarizes the thermal data of some common organic poly-
mers.

Table 2.5. Thermal data of some common organic polymers

___Jj"ob/rner__
Nylon 6,6

Nylon 6

Polyaramide
(Nomex)

H
_JRepeaj^mit_

H O 0
. . I II , .11

^CH2)-6N-C-(CH2)-C-

H O
1 . ,11

—N-(CH 2 ) -C—

H 0 ^ . 0

jr^cji_
45

-

267

233

390

Comments
Fiber

Fiber

Fiber
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Table 2.5. (contd.)

Polyacrylonitrile

Polyethylene
terephthalate

Polypropylene
(isotactic)

Polystyrene (iso-
tactic)

Polymethyl
methacrylate

Poly(isoprene)
(natural rubber)

Polyisobutylene

*• I J n

cin
N

O O
—O-(cH2)-O—C—©—C—

CH3 "

r H i- f - C H 2 - c — h
L 1 n

CH3

C=O

OCH3

c—cN
-H2C CH2-

n

r C H _ &

CHa"

85

69

26

100

105

-70

-70

317

270

150

240

160

36

1.5

Fiber

Thermoplastic
fiber

Thermoplastic

Thermoplastic

Thermoplastic

Elastomer

Elastomer
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3 Cyclo- and Polyphosphazenes

3.1 Introduction

In the last chapter we have seen that organic polymers could be prepared
by a number of ways taking advantage of the rich functional group chemis-
try of organic molecules. Unfortunately, it is not possible to extend these
methodologies completely to inorganic polymers. As we will see in this
and the subsequent chapters different types of inorganic polymers require
different synthetic strategies. One approach that is common to the prepara-
tion of many inorganic polymers is ring-opening polymerization (ROP).
This methodology relies on the choice of an appropriate inorganic ring that
can be opened to a polymeric material. Obviously, in order for this strategy
to succeed suitable inorganic rings have to be discovered and polymerized.
In this Chapter we will deal with inorganic polymers known as polyphos-
phazenes. These polymers contain alternate phosphorus and nitrogen at-
oms in their backbone (Fig. 3.1).

- fCH-CH 2 f n

R ^Ps,

- 4 N = P 4 - Rvi i i /R

I " p ^ P

Polyphosphazene An organic polymer containing
a cyclophosphazene ring
as a pendant group

Fig. 3.1. Polyphosphazene and a cyclophosphazene containing polymer

There are many other polymers that are related to the polyphosphazene
family. Thus, there are polymers which are actually made up of an organic
backbone but contain a cyclophosphazene ring as a pendant group ap-
pended in their side chain. Other polymers that are related to polyphos-
phazenes are those that contain a third hetero atom in the backbone. Ex-
amples of such polymers are shown in Fig. 3.2.
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R R
I i

N=C—N=P—N=P-
I I I
R R R

R R I
I !

- N = S — N = P — N = P - -
I I
R R R

O R R
II I I

N = S — N = P — N = P —=f I I
R R R

Fig. 3.2. Poly(heterophosphazene)s

Polyphosphazenes have an intimate relationship with their cyclic coun-
terparts. It is essential to obtain an understanding of the structure and reac-
tivity of the cyclic derivatives in order to be able to extend this chemistry
to the polymeric analogues. In this chapter, we will therefore, first discuss
cyclophosphazenes and then move on to polyphosphazenes. Other poly-
mers related to the polyphosphazene family will be discussed in subse-
quent chapters.

3.2 Cyclophosphazenes

Cyclophosphazenes are inorganic heterocyclic rings [1-10]. These are
among the oldest inorganic rings that have been studied. These were pre-
pared by Liebig and Wohler as early as 1834. Stokes, an American chemist
had also studied these rings in some detail in the 1890's. However, further
studies of these intriguing compounds had to await the arrival of powerful
spectroscopic methods. The advent of multinuclear NMR and the routine
use of single crystal X-ray methods allowed a systematic study of these in-
organic rings and consequently a wealth of information is now available
for cyclophosphazenes. Currently the research interest in cyclophos-
phazenes emanates from various reasons as will be seen in the present dis-
cussion.

Cyclophosphazenes are made up of a valence unsaturated skeleton con-
taining the [N=PR2] repeat unit. The ring is composed of alternate phos-
phorus and nitrogen atoms. Within these rings the phosphorus center is
pentavalent and tetracoordinate, while the nitrogen is trivalent and di-
coordinate. Thus, each phosphorus is connected to two adjacent ring nitro-
gen atoms as well as two exocyclic substituents. In contrast, each nitrogen
atom is attached to two adjacent phosphorus atoms. The nitrogen atom
does not have any exocyclic substituents. The smallest ring that is possible
is a four-membered ring and higher rings with an increment of two atoms
(phosphorus and nitrogen) are possible. Indeed, cyclophosphazenes form a
regular and homologous series. The four-membered ring is not common
and stabilization of this ring is possible only by having sterically hindered
substituents on phosphorus as is found for [NP(Nz'Pr)2]2 [2] The most
common compounds are those that contain the six- and eight-membered
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rings. For the series [NPF2]n, compounds from n = 3 to 40 are known, al-
though not all of them are structurally characterized [8]. The largest struc-
turally characterized ring system is the 24-membered permethyl ring
[NPMe2]i2- Representative examples of cyclophosphazenes are shown in
Figs. 3.3-3.6. It follows from the examples shown in these figures, that
cyclophosphazenes containing exocyclic P-N, P-O, P-S, P-C, or even P-M
bonds are possible.

F x F Brx

Br

CF3CH2O OCH2CF3

CF3CHZO

CF3CH2O

^OCH2CF3

SOCH2CF3

P
X

P h C>>o
CH3 PhO

OPh MeHNs ^NHMe

MeHN N ^ i"

^OPh MeHN
X NNHMe MeS SMe

Fig. 3.3. Some examples of cyclotriphosphazenes

Me

Pr-/

N=P-N(

i-p/ NPr-/

, p r

I, X''-Pr

Me—P"
Me N''

V"
Me "I

N
6 ^p '

Me
/

Me/

p
Me I

Me
N = p

Me

I Me

//P\
N Me

Me
Me

Fig. 3.4. Four- and twentyfour-membered cyclophosphazenes

Further it will be noticed that cyclophosphazenes may be homogene-
ously (same substituents on all phosphorus centers) or heterogeneously
substituted (different substituents). The currently accepted system of no-
menclature for these compounds is the one suggested by Shaw [6]. Thus,
the six-membered rings are called cyclotriphosphazatrienes and the eight-
membered rings are called cyclotetraphosphazatetraenes. The ene is to em-
phasize the valence unsaturated nature of the cyclic skeleton. The number-
ing scheme starts from nitrogen (the first nitrogen is numbered ' 1 ' , fol-
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lowed by the phosphorus which is numbered '2' and so on). Thus, N3P3C16

is called 2,2,4,4,6,6-hexachlorocyclotriphosphazatriene. However, dealing
with full names often becomes difficult and in the literature on these com-
pounds it is noticed that simpler ways are devised to address them.

Cl Cl NMe, NMe, NHEt el
I I I 2 I 2 1/ I

Cl— P=N— P— Cl Me,N—P=N—P—NMe, Cl P=N—R—Cl
I II I II I II
N N N N N N
II I II I II I

Cl—P—N=P—Cl Me2N—P—N=P—NMe2 Cl— P— N = P « C I

Cl Cl NMe2 NMe2 Cl NHEt

Fig. 3.5. Eight-membered cyclophosphazenes

o
oc / \ co

Me2l\L SCI Fe—-Fe fBuHN. vNHBu(
V Cp/ \ ( NCp X

C l ^ |̂ SCI F f NF CWT iV^I

Fig. 3.6. Mixed substituent-containing cyclophosphazenes

Thus, it is much simpler to write the chemical formulas with suitable
prefixes to indicate the regio- and stereodisposition of the substituents. For
example, 2,4-«o«gem-d,5'-N3P3Cl4(NMe2)2 conveys the meaning that the
two dimethylamino substituents are present on adjacent phosphorus atoms
and are cis with respect to each other (Fig. 3.6). Even if one drops 'non-
gem' from this prefix the structural information is adequately conveyed.
Similarly, the compound 2,2-gem-N3P3Cl4(NHfBu)2 can also be written as
2,2-N3P3Cl4(NH?Bu)2 or even simply called gem-N3P3Cl4(NH^Bu)2 (Fig.
3.6). The trivial names of the compounds N3P3Cl6 and N4P4C18 are trimeric
chloride and tetrameric chloride, respectively.

Most cyclophosphazenes are relatively stable and have good shelf lives.
Some are sensitive to moisture. Even, the chlorocyclophosphazenes,
N3P3C16 and N4P4C18 can be readily handled in open air (in a well-
ventilated hood). Most persubstituted cyclophosphazenes have very low
dipole moments and this is reflected in their excellent solubility properties
even in nonpolar organic solvents. Table 3.1 summarizes the melt-
ing/boiling point data for some of the prominent members of the cyclo-
phosphazene family.
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Table 3.1. Melting and boiling points of some cyclophosphazenes

N3P3CU
N3P3F6

N3P3Br6

N4P4C18

N4P4F8

N5P5CI10

N5P5F,o
N3P3(NMe2)6

N4P4(NMe2)8

N3P3(OCH2CF3)6

N4P4(OCH2CF3)8

N3P3(OPh)6

N4P4(OPh)8

27.

30.

-50

ibpTC^.
114
8 (50.9)
192
124

5 (89.7)
41.3
.0 (120)
104
238
38
65
111
86

Although the ring size of the cyclophosphazenes varies considerably we
will be examining the six-membered rings and to a lesser extent the eight-
membered rings. This is mostly because the chemistry of these rings is
much better developed and understood than that of the larger sized ring
systems. In the following account we will concern ourselves with the
preparation, reactivity and structure of these compounds. Necessarily this
description will be brief. Detailed accounts are available in a number of
excellent reviews and monographs [1-10].

3.2.1 Preparation of Chlorocyclophosphazenes

Chlorocyclophosphazenes are the most important members of the cyclo-
phosphazene family. These serve as precursors and starting materials for
the preparation of a large variety of other cyclophosphazenes. As men-
tioned before, the four-membered ring N2P2CI4 is not known.

The traditional and the still widely used synthesis of chloro-
cyclophosphazenes consists of the reaction of finely ground ammonium
chloride (the source of nitrogen) with phosphorus pentachloride (the
source of phosphorus) (see Eq. 3.1). This reaction is carried out in a high
boiling chlorinated solvent such as symmetrical tetrachloroethane,
C12CHCHC12 or chlorobenzene. This reaction is quite complex. Ammo-
nium chloride is not soluble in these solvents, while phosphorus pentachlo-
ride is. Thus, the overall reaction is heterogeneous in nature. A complex
mixture of cyclic and linear products is formed in this reaction. Individual
chlorocyclophosphazenes can be separated from each other by various
means.
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nPCI5 + nNH4CI • - [NPCI 2 ] n (3.1)

For example, the cyclic compounds are soluble in petroleum ether and
can be extracted into it. The linear polymers are not readily soluble and are
left behind. Extraction of the soluble petroleum portion with concentrated
H2SO4 removes N3P3C16 because of its greater basicity. However, the
higher-membered rings cannot be separated from each other by basicity
differences. This has to be accomplished by vacuum distillation.

What is the mechanism of the reaction between NH4C1 and PC15? Al-
though many features of this reaction are not understood with certainty, it
is possible to write a probable sequence of events.

The first intermediate that can be isolated in this reaction is the salt
[C13P=N=PC13]

+ [PC16]\ This compound is isolated in about 80% yield in
the first hour of the reaction (see Eq. 3.2).

3PCI5 + NH4CI CI3P=N=PCI3J [pels] + 4HCI
(3.2)

The initial reaction (see Eq. 3.2) consumes most of the phosphorus pen-
tachloride. The reaction proceeds further by successive chain lengthening
events. It is believed that the reagent that causes the increase of chain
length is C13P=NH. Such a compound is actually a monophosphazene (it is
also called a phosphoranimine). Although C13P=NH itself has not been iso-
lated, compounds of this type are now known and have been structurally
characterized. The monophosphazene, C13P=NH, is presumably formed by
the reaction between [PC16]~ and [NH4]

+ by the loss of three moles of HC1.
The over all chain-lengthening reaction can be shown in a single step (see
Eq. 3.3).

(3.3)
CI 3 P=N=PCI 3 PCW + NH4C1

-4HCI
Cl Cl Cl
I I I

C l — P = N — P=N— P— Cl
I I I
Cl Cl Cl

Cl

The above chain which contains five atoms in a series can grow into a
larger chain [C13P=N-P(C1)2=N-P(C1)2=N-PC13]

+ by further reaction with
C13P=NH. At this point the chain is sufficiently long that it can close on it-
self. Thus, ring closure occurs by the loss of [PC14]

+ and leads to the six-
membered ring, N3P3C16. Eight-, ten- and higher-membered rings are also
formed by the ring closure of larger chains. The isolation of short-chain
linear phosphazene compounds lends credence to the above mechanism.
Why are the cyclic compounds formed in larger yields in the above reac-
tion between ammonium chloride and phosphorus pentachloride at the ex-
pense of linear polymeric products? It must be remembered that this reac-
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tion is carried out in a solvent, which acts as a diluent. Thus, inter-
molecular reactions are slower in comparison to intramolecular events. Be-
tween the possibilities of chain closure to form a ring versus chain-growth
the former is favored because the solvent separates individual molecules
from one another. On the contrary, if less dilution is employed or even bet-
ter, if no solvent is used, linear chain-growth should be favored. As will be
shown later this is exactly what happens in the preparation of
poly(dichlorophosphazene).

Recently, an alternative method of synthesis of N3P3C16 has been devel-
oped based on the reaction of tris(trimethylsilyl)amine and phosphorus
pentachloride [11]. This reaction can be directed by appropriate conditions
to result in the formation of cyclo- and linear phosphazenes. The use of the
silylamine is guided by the reactivity of the N-Si bond towards chloride
and fluoride reagents. The reaction of N(SiMe3)3 with PC15 leads first to
the formation of Cl3P=NSiMe3 by the elimination of Me3SiCl. In the next
step Cl3P=NSiMe3 reacts with two moles of PC15 to afford the intermediate
[Cl3P=N=PCl3]

+[PCl6r (see Eq. 3.4). Chain propagation occurs by further
reaction of the above intermediate with Cl3P=NSiMe3 (see Eq. 3.5).

-2 Me3SiCI 2PCI5 , 1 [ 1 (3 4 )
N(SiMe3)3 + PCI5 CI3P=NSiMe3 - CI3P=N=PC|J PClJ y '

-Me3SiCI l i i i

, ir i

[C|3P=N=PCI3J[PCI6] + Me3SiCI

Cl
nCI3P=NSiMe3

Cl

PCI6

The cyclization of the growing chain can occur as a result of the nucleo-
philic attack of the amine at the phosphonium center followed by an in-
tramolecular cyclization (Fig. 3.7).

Cl Cl
-Me3SiCI

N-% -Me3SiCI
II In II I ™ N P

V? PC'5 A V A
Cl Cl

Fig. 3.7. Mechanism of formation of N3P3C16
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3.2.2 Preparation of Fluorocyclophosphazenes and other
Halogeno- and Pseudohalogenocyclophosphazenes

The most convenient method of synthesis of fluorocyclophosphazenes
consists of metathetical halogen exchange reaction of the chloro analogues
effected by an appropriate fluorinating agent (see Eq. 3.6). Although many
fluorinating agents are effective the most common and convenient reagents
are sodium or potassium fluoride. Usually a polar solvent such as acetoni-
trile is used as the reaction medium [2, 8].

c l v c l V F

ci

lvcl V F (3-6)

CH3CN, -6NaCI N
P v p

r\" ~N' V i F' ^ N '
 x r

Bromocyclophosphazenes are prepared by the reaction of NH4Br with a
mixture of PBr3 and Br2 (PBr5 is not stable) (see Eq. 3.7). This reaction is
similar to the NH4CI/PCI5 reaction seen earlier.

nPBr3 + nBr2 + nNH4Br «-[pNBr2] + 4nHBr (3 -7 )

n = 3 or 4

Although iodocyclophosphazenes such as N3P3I6 are not known, cyclo-
phosphazenes containing a P-I bond are known and are prepared by the re-
action of I2 with a hydridocyclophosphazene (see Eq. 3.8).

RXH yccu V (3'8)

C l o " if/-01 " ' ClxV^ I1//01

Cl' N ^ \ l Cl' ^ N ^ XCI

A hexaisothiocyanatocyclophosphazene can be prepared by the com-
plete replacement of all the six chlorine atoms from N3P3C16 in a reaction
with KNCS. 18-Crown-6-ether is used in this reaction to trap K+ and to fa-
cilitate the liberation of the nucleophile [NCS]~ for further reaction with
N3P3C16 (see Eq. 3.9) [2].

KNCS(-KCI)

p^. x p 18-crown-6-ether p^. ^p
Cl N Cl SCN/ N NCS

Among the pseudohalogenocyclophosphazenes, a monocyano-
phosphazene can be prepared by the replacement of the lone chlorine in
N3P3(OPh)5Cl (see Eq. 3.10) [2].
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OPh Cl

PhO

OPh

OPh

KCN

OPh^ ^CN (3.10)

BU4NR/CH3CN

PhO

OPh

OPh

A similar reaction with sodium azide leads to the isolation of a stable
azido derivative (see Eq. 3.11) [2]. Higher azido-containing cyclophos-
phazenes are explosive [2].

0RX /N3 (3.11)OR C,

NaN-,
.OR

ROAV< OR

n-Bu4NBr
Methyl ethyl ketone

RO. 11/'.OR

OR

Hydridocyclophosphazenes are compounds that contain a P-H bond.
These can be prepared by the following way. The reaction of N3P3C15 with
a Grignard reagent in conjunction with an organocopper reagent [«-
Bu3PCuI]4 leads to a dimetallic intermediate which upon treatment with
isopropanol affords gem-N3P3Cl4(R)(H), a compound that contains a P-H
bond (Fig. 3.8). As shown earlier, the hydridophosphazenes are themselves
valuable reagents and can be converted to halogenocyclophosphazenes
upon treatment with chlorine, bromine or iodine. Other methods of prepar-
ing the hydridophosphazenes are also known [2].

c i x

CIN

RMgX

Cl
InBu3PCul]4

c

c
x p ^

Cl

"~p-
1

Cl

Bu

Ä I-
1

~\
Cl

1

Cl

P

"ci

/PrOH V
ff/CI

Cl

Fig. 3.8. Preparation of hydridocyclophosphazenes

3.2.3 Chlorine Replacement Reactions of
Chlorocyclophosphazenes

The replacement of fluorine, chlorine or bromine from the corresponding
halogenocyclophosphazenes by another substituent (a nucleophile) is an
important aspect of the chemistry of these ring systems [2, 7, 12]. First,
this route provides a way of preparing cyclophosphazenes with substitu-
ents involving exocyclic P-N, P-O, P-S, P-C, P-H and P-M linkages. Thus,
in a way it may be said that the halogen replacement reactions are the most
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important means to increase the diversity of cyclophosphazenes. Second,
as will be explained later, an understanding of these reactions at the small
molecule cyclophosphazene level greatly enhances the capability to trans-
late this chemistry to polyphosphazenes. Third, there is a lot of intriguing
detail involved in the replacement reactions of halogenocyclo-
phosphazenes. For example, what are the regio- and stereoselectivities in
the products formed? What is their dependence?

Among the three rings N3P3F6, N3P3C16 and N3P3Br6 the reactivity fol-
lows the order P-Br> P-C1> P-F. This reflects the ease of P-X bond cleav-
age. Most of our discussion will be confined to chlorocyclophosphazenes
because of the wealth of data present for these compounds. In chlorocyclo-
phosphazenes the eight-membered ring N4P4C18 is much more reactive
than the six-membered ring N3P3C16.

Chlorocyclophosphazenes are quite reactive towards nucleophiles such
as amines, alcohols or phenols. Complete replacement of chlorines is read-
ily possible with a number of reagents. For example, the reaction of
N3P3Cl6 or N4P4C18 with dimethylamine can lead to the formation of
N3P3(NMe2)6 or N4P4(NMe2)8 (see Eqs. 3.12 and 3.13). These reactions
also work quite well with primary, secondary and even aromatic amines al-
though individual differences in reactivity are present.

N3P3CI6 + 12HNMe2 - N3P3 (NMe2)6 + 6Me2NH . HCI (3-12)

N4P4CI8 + 16HNMe2 »- N4P4 (NMe2)8 + 8Me2NH . HCI (3-13)

It can be noticed that the nucleophile dimethylamine has been used to
scavenge the hydrogen chloride formed in the reaction. Instead, a tertiary
base such as triethylamine can be used for this purpose.

Although complete substitution of chlorines is possible with many
amines, with sterically hindered amines this becomes increasingly difficult
for the six-membered ring. For example with adamantylamine (AdNH2)
the yields of N3P3(NHAd)6 are quite low [2]. In the reactions of N3P3C16

with even more sterically hindered amines such as dicyclohexylamine or
dibenzylamine only two chlorines could be substituted. However, this dif-
ficulty does not arise with N4P4C18 because of its greater reactivity. Fully
substituted products N4P4(NHR)8 or N4P4(NR2)8 are readily formed.

An interesting feature of the reactions of N4P4C18 is the isolation of bi-
cyclic products in addition to the normal fully substituted product, particu-
larly if the reaction is carried out in a solvent such as chloroform (Fig 3.9).
The mechanism of formation of the bicyclic product is now fairly well un-
derstood [2].
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MeHN NHMe
NHMe NHMe \ I
I I R=N—P—NHMe

MeHN—P=N—P—NHMe | \ R 11
I l| N N' N

M T 'I \ l
MeHN—P—N=P—NHMe MeHN—P—N—P.

NHMe NHMe NHMe NHMe

N4P4(NHMe)8 N4P4(NHMe)6 (NMe)

Normal product Bicyclic product

Fig. 3.9. Normal and bicyclic products obtained in the reaction of N4P4CI8 with
MeNH2

The most common way to prepare alkoxy- or aryloxycyclophosphazenes
containing exocylic P-O bonds is to react the chlorocyclophosphazenes
with the sodium salt of the alcohol or phenol (see Eq. 3.14) [2].

N3P3CI6 + 6RONa - N3P3(OR)6 + 6NaCI (3.14)

This reaction can also be used for preparing cyclophosphazenes contain-
ing P-S bonds. However, there are not many examples of cyclophos-
phazenes belonging to this category.

Although fully substituted alkoxy- and aryloxycyclophosphazenes are
the common products, it is possible to isolate useful penta-substituted de-
rivatives in some instances. Thus, in the reaction between N3P3CI6 and
NaOR (R = Ph, -C6H.4-p-CE.i) pentakis aryloxycyclophosphazenes contain-
ing one residual P-Cl bond can be isolated. In some instances, such as with
N3P3(OCH2CF3)6, the pentakis derivative ^Ps tOO^CFj^Cl ) can be pre-
pared by a controlled hydrolysis followed by a reaction with PC15

(Fig.3.10).

Clx yC\ ArON XCI

N^P"^N NaOAr N^P^N
CkM I/CI • ArO^n KOAr

NaOCH2CF3 Ar = Ph ; -C6H4-p-CH3

CF3CH2O OCH2CF3 CF3CH2Q c
N^^N 1. NaOH/acetone N^^N

CF3CH2(XII I ,OCH2CF3 CF3CH2O^II I/OCH2CF3

P^ R^ 2. n-Bu4NBr/acetone P\ ^ P \
CF3CH2O

/ N ^ OCH2CF3 3. PCI5/CH2CI2 CF3CH2O/ N ^ OCH2CF3

Fig. 3.10. Preparation of pentakis alkoxy- and aryloxycyclophosphazenes
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An interesting aspect of the alkoxycyclophosphazenes [NP(OMe)2]n, n =
3-6 is that they undergo a thermal rearrangement to cyclophosphazanes.
This transformation involves a transfer of an alkyl group from the P-O-R
unit to a ring nitrogen atom to form the thermodynamically more stable
P=O bond (see Eq. 3.15). The mechanism of this rearrangement has been
probed by using a mixture of N3P3(OMe)6 and N3P3(OCD3)6. Cross-
alkylated products are formed indicating that the process of rearrangement
involves intermolecular processes. Aryloxycyclophosphazenes or fluoro-
alkoxycyclophosphazenes do not undergo the rearrangement reactions [2].

MeO^OMe MeC\ ,p (3.15)

N^ ^ N A MeN^ ^NMe

p p ^-p p-^

MeO N OMe MeO j ^ e OMe

Cyclophosphazene Cyclophosphazane

The hydrolysis reaction of hexachlorocyclophosphazene, N3P3C16, can
lead to N3P3(OH)6. The latter tautomerizes to the metaphosphimic acid
[NHP(O)OH]3 which hydrolyzes further to the eventual products, phos-
phoric acid and ammonia (see Eq. 3.16)

HO
V

OH °Ny0 H (3.16)
NH0—Hydrolysis products

The reactions of N3P3C16 or N4P4C18 with organolithium or Grignard re-
agents are quite complex. Thus, the reactions of an organometallic reagent
RM with chlorocyclophosphazenes proceed in two possible ways. In addi-
tion to the chlorine replacement reaction by R (elimination of M-Cl) an-
other competing reaction is the elimination of RC1. This latter reaction is
believed to occur because of the coordination of the ring nitrogen to the
lithium metal ion leading to the formation of an unstable three-coordinate
phosphorus-containing intermediate (see Eq. 3.17). Such a species can lead
to a variety of products including ring-degraded products [2, 13].

(3.17)

The coordination ability of nitrogen is decreased in fluorocyclo-
phosphazenes because of the high electronegativity of the fluorine atoms.
This in turn leads to more predictable reactions (elimination of M-Cl and
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formation of compounds with P-C bonds). For example, the reaction of
N3P3F6 with dilithium salts of ferrocene or ruthenocene leads to interesting
ansa products (see Eq. 3.18) [2, 13].

(3.18)

M il/1" + M \l 11/"="

M = FeRu

The reaction of N3P3C16 with RMgX is also complex and the type of
product formed depends on the type of solvent used as well as the nature of
the R group in the Grignard reagent. Two prominent products are formed
in this reaction: 1) a monoalkylated product and 2) bicyclophosphazene
(Fig. 3.11). With sterically less-hindered alkyl groups and also with the
phenyl group the bicyclophosphazene is favored. These trends are summa-
rized in Table 3.2.

ci ci
C ' \ / C l C l \ / R Cls p R N=P^

P, N ^ N p. RMgX N'P^N p. /P=Ns X N
C l \ l l I/Cl • C l \ l l I/Cl + Nx , l \ N_p

/ M \ / Kl*̂  \ P—N R (~"l C^\
ci u ci ci C | / \ C |

Fig. 3.11. Formation of N3P3C15R and [(N3P3C14R)2] in the reactions of Grignard
reagents with N3P3C16

Table 3.2. Product distribution in the reactions of N3P3C16 with Grignard reagents

S.No.

1
2
3
4

Grignard reagent

PhMgCl
MeMgCl
«BuMgCl

Me3SiCH2MgCl

Yield of
N3P3C15R

0%
15%
69%
100%

Yield of
[(N3P3C14R)21

100%
85%
35%
0%

3.2.4 Other Methods of Preparing P-C Containing Compounds

There are other methods for preparing cyclophosphazenes containing P-C
compounds. Condensation reactions involving the elimination Me3SiX (X
= Br, F) from N-(silyl)-P-(halogeno)phosphoranimines is a good method
for the preparation of fully substituted alkyl- or arylcyclophosphazenes
(see Eq. 3.19) [2, 14].
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? ? (3-19)
R—P=N—R—R

+ N N

R—P—N=P—R

R R

R = Me, Ph

Cyclization of linear fragments is an effective synthetic method for pre-
paring alkyl- or arylsubstituted cyclophosphazenes. A very good synthon
for this purpose is the Bezman's salt [Ph2P(NH2)NP(NH2)Ph2]

+Cl~. This
synthon contains a five atom -N-P-N-P-N- fragment and can be readily cy-
clized with an appropriate reagent to afford the corresponding cyclophos-
phazene. For example, the reaction of the Bezman's salt with Me2PCl3

leads to the formation of gem-N3P3Pli4Me2 (see Eq. 3.20).

( 3 ' 2 0 )

r . , r . [ „ . , - Me2PCI3 p<- ^p
P K r N Ph "" Ph 7 ' '' Ph

NVt2 'NH2 -4HCI N ^ p ^ N

Me^ Me

Friedel-Crafts reaction is quite useful to prepare gem-N3P3Cl4Ph2 and
gem-N3P3Cl2Ph4 (see Eq. 3.21).

r . N* ^N n l AICI3, C6H6 N ^ ^N r , . r . N^ ^N p h

\ ' M / —S~S " ^ 1 H/Cl + C l \ l l l / P h

P^. ,R. E t 3 N P^. .P. P^. .P.
a' N Nci c/ " xci a' N xPh

3.2.5 Reactions of Chlorocyclophosphazenes with Difunctional
Reagents

So far we have seen the reactions of chlorocyclophosphazenes with re-
agents that may be termed mono functional. For example, a phenol in its re-
actions with chlorocyclophosphazenes will react as a nucleophile and form
N3P3(OPh)6 containing P-0 linkages. If instead of a phenol we used a bi-
phenol we will have two sites that can react with the phosphorus centers.
In this manner there are several difunctional reagents such as diamines
(ethylenediamine, 1,3-diaminopropane, phenylenediamine), diols (ethyle-
neglycol, 1,3-propanediol, catechol), and amino alcohols (ethanolamine,
propanolamine, o-aminophenol) [2, 15].
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CIN

a' N Nci

X = NR, Y = 0
X = Y = O
X = Y = N R

= aliphatic or
aromatic group

Cl\ll X*
a' N Nci

Spirocyclic

Ansa

Cl.

Open-chain

clxcl

/ N T * '
c /

CK

r-iCl1—II

Intermolecular bridge

Fig. 3.12. Possible products in the reactions of N3P3C16 with difunctional reagents

The products formed in the reactions of the difunctional reagents with
chlorocyclophosphazenes are slightly different than those that we have en-
countered so far. Thus, the reactions of a typical difunctional reagent with
N3P3CI6 can afford four types of products (Fig. 3.12). The spirocyclic
product is one where the two ends of the difunctional reagent are attached
to the same phosphorus center. In the ansa product the two ends of the di-
functional reagent are attached to two different phosphorus centers, but
within the same molecule. An open-chain compound is one where only
one end of the difunctional reagent has reacted leaving the other end free
for further reactions. Finally, the intermolecular-bridged products are
formed as a result of the difunctional reagent linking different cyclo-
phosphazenes. Spirocyclic products are the thermodynamicalry favorable
products. Monospirocylic compounds can be isolated with many reagents.
Trispirocyclic compounds are also possible in many instances. Sequential
replacement of pairwise chlorines is possible only in a limited number of
examples. A few representative examples of spirocyclic products are
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shown in Figs 3.13 and 3.14. Among the spirocyclic products the tris cate-
chol derivative is a very interesting compound. This compound forms sev-
eral inclusion adducts. In other words, this compound in its solid-state has
voids in the structure that can accommodate guest molecules. These guests
include small molecules such as solvents (example, benzene) or even
slightly larger molecules. In fact, in the cavities of the tris catecholate de-
rivative, polymerization of certain monomers such as acrylates could be
accomplished in a stereoregular manner. The void sizes, as measured by
the diameter of the tunnel formed in the solid-state by tri-
spirocyclotriphosphazenes, can be fine-tuned by the choice of the aromatic
diol(Fig. 3.14) [16].

.NH

a
w

II/CI Cl. i ii , N — \

a N pi pi

Monospirocyclic Di-spirocyclic

Fig. 3.13. Spirocyclic products

H

Tri-spirocyclic

5 A Tunnel Diameter 10 A Tunnel Diameter 5.2-7 A Tunnel Diameter

Fig. 3.14. Trispirocyclotriphosphazenes with varying tunnel diameters in the solid
state.

Ansa products are known, although less common than spirocyclic prod-
ucts. Some of these require indirect synthetic procedures. For example, the
reaction of N3P3(CH3)C15 with 1-aminopropanol affords a product
N3P3(CH3)(NH(CH2)3OH)Cl4 where the hydroxyl end of the difunctional
reagent is free. The latter can be induced to react with the chlorine of the
adjacent phosphorus to afford an ansa product (see Eq. 3.22).
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H C3 22")
H3CX y C I H3CX ^NHfCHjhOH H3CX N—-x ^ ' >

r , N ^ N r , H2N(CH2)3OH N ^ N N a H N^ F

u\l ll/u - u \ \ ll/u u\ l

C l ' ^ N ' X
C | C | x ^ N ' X

C | c i ^ ^ N ^ N
C |

r^\ = "(CH2)3-

Another way of generating an ansa product is to prepare a cyclophos-
phazene precursor that has two non-geminal chlorines in a cis orientation.
Such a compound upon reaction with difunctional reagents can lead to
ansa products. Thus, the reaction of «o«-gem-czs-N3P3Cl2(OCH2CF3)4 with
the sodium salt of naphthalene diol affords the ansa product (see Eq. 3.23).

(3.23)

.pf TO]
N ONaONa
I .%X\CI

Cl N OCH 2 CF 3 C F 3 C H 2 O /

Ansa product

With some diols, ansa products are formed in reasonable yields, but
have to be separated from the other products formed in the mixture. In this
manner, for example, an interesting P-N-P crown-ether can be prepared in
the reaction of N3P3C16 with the disodium salt of an etheroxydiol (see Eq.
3.24). The structural similarity (as well as the difference) between the P-N-
P crown-ether and conventional crown-ethers such as 18-crown-6-ether
may be noticed [2].

c'wc. (3.24)

a ' r ,v,ci u"a "au ^ /O N V
,P<^ xP \ -2NaCI

c/ N xci C J
P—N—P Crown-ether

Intermolecular-bridged products are even rare and have only been re-
ported to be formed in the reactions of long-chain aliphatic diamines with
N3P3C16.
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3.2.6 Isomerism in Cyclophosphazenes

In the previous section it was mentioned that the reactions of chlorocyclo-
phosphazenes with amines proceed to afford persubstituted (completely
substituted) products. However, sequential replacement of chlorine atoms
is also possible with many nucleophilic reagents by a simple control of
stoichiometry. Various stages of chlorine replacement reactions lead to
products ranging from monosubstituted derivatives to persubstituted ones.

After the first replacement of chlorine, since all the phosphorus centers
are equivalent, the product N3P3CI5R has only one possible structure.
However, the subsequent replacement of chlorine can occur from a
P(C1)(R) center or a P(Cl2) center. This can lead to the formation of two
regioisomers. The first one will lead to a geminal product (the new sub-
stituents are on the same phosphorus). If the replacement occurs in the
second pathway the compound formed will have a nongeminal regiodispo-
sition of the substituents. It can also be seen that the non-geminal product
can have two stereoisomers viz., CM and trans depending on the relative
stereodisposition of the substituents. These possibilities are illustrated us-
ing the example of dimethylamine as the reagent and N3P3CI6 as the reac-
tant (Fig. 3.15).

v CI N /NMe2

HNMe2

Cl Cl

CL

Cl

geminal

11/.Cl

Cl

non-geminal

,,NMe2
^

^

gem-
N3P3CI4(NMe2)2

^

^Cl/,, I

ci*F

H.*\CI

NMe2

N
Cl/,, I

"P

cis-non-gem-
N3P3CI4 (NMe2)2

ANMe2

trans-non-gem-

Fig. 3.15. Fonnation of geminal and nongeminal products in the reaction of
N3P3CI6 with dimethylamine

Similar isomer formation is potentially present at the tris and tetrakis
stages of substitution as well. However, at the pentakis and hexakis stages
only one isomer can be realized. These possibilities are summarized in Fig.
3.16.



100 3 Cyclo- and Polyphosphazenes
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Cl
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2,4,6 - trans

R ?' R

2,2,4,6 - trans

Pentakis
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Fig. 3.16. Regio- and stereoisomer possibilities in the sequential chlorine re-
placement reactions of N3P3C16

Obviously the number of products that are possible in the replacement
reactions of the higher-membered cyclophosphazenes such as N4P4C18 are
even larger. Although studies on chiral cyclophosphazenes are very limited
it can be shown that nonsuperimposable mirror images are possible for

3.2.7 Mechanism of the Nucleophilic Substitution Reaction

Several mechanistic pathways have been identified in the nucleophilic sub-
stitution reactions of chlorocyclophosphazenes [12]. Most of the kinetic
experiments have been carried out in the reactions involving chlorocyclo-
phosphazenes with amines. These experiments are suggestive of various
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mechanistic pathways that can operate in these reactions. The following is
a summary of the inference of the kinetic experiments.

3.2.7.1 Preference for Non-geminal Pathway

Preference for nongeminal product is natural. Imagine the reaction of an
amine with a PC12 center or a sp(Q)NRR' center. The phosphorus atom in
the former is more electrophilic and hence a nucleophile would prefer to
attack this center in comparison to the less electrophilic P(C1)(NR2) site
(Fig. 3.17). This means that nongeminal products should always be pre-
ferred.

^p^ -« Less electrophilic (less likely to be attacked
C l N ^ ^ N Q| by a nucleophile)

p^s. y p -• More electrophilic (More likely to be attacked
C l ' N Cl b y a nucleophile)

Fig. 3.17. Possible sites of attack of a nucleophile in its reaction with
N3P3C15(NR2)

P—N A

N* V NHRR

B

5- .
. . NHRR

P—N •
/ / \ \ :

Nx / P - C ,

/ X Cl

RR

NHRR

\ r

- RR'NH2.HCI

NHRR

- RR'NH2.HCI
—N

Cl

A: SN2 (nonpolar); B: SN2 (concerted, polar )

Fig. 3.18. SN2 reaction pathways in the nucleophilic substitution reactions of
cyclotripho sphazene

Although kinetic experiments have established different types of reac-
tion mechanisms one of the most important pathways for the nucleophilic
reactions in chlorocyclophosphazenes seems to be a bimolecular associa-
tive pathway (SN2). Two types of transition states have been identified for
this mechanism (Fig. 3.18).
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(a) Formation of a neutral five-coordinate phosphorus intermediate
followed by the expulsion of the leaving group (pathway A, Fig.
3.18).

(b) A concerted S^2 mechanism involving a polar transition state
similar to that found in the carbon system (pathway B, Fig. 3.18).

Either way, the reaction pathway envisages that the four-coordinate
phosphorus is converted first into a five-coordinate state before reverting
back to the four-coordinate state (Fig. 3.18).

The preponderance of the SN2 pathway accounts for the faster reactivity
of N4P4CI8. The latter is nonplanar and it is easier for the phosphorus cen-
ter in this molecule to achieve penta-coordination. On the other hand, for
the planar N3P3C16 readjustment of geometry from the four-coordinate to
the five-coordinate state is more difficult. Because of these reasons nu-
cleophilic substitution is much faster with N4P4C18 than with N3P3C16. For
the perfectly planar N3P3F6 attainment of the five-coordinate transition
state is even more difficult. Consequently, the reactivity of N3P3F6 is much
lower. Another factor responsible for the slower reactivity of N3P3F6 is the
higher bond strength of the P-F bond [2, 12].

3.2.7.2 Mechanism of Geminal Product Formation

Dissociative or SN1 pathways are also known to occur in certain situations.
With certain amines that are not very reactive dissociative pathways (SN1)
can also be competitive along with associative SN2 reactions. In one such
mechanism, proton abstraction occurs from a primary amino derivative
such as N3P3C15(NHR), leading to a three-coordinate P(V) intermediate.
Subsequently, geminal products are formed. Thus, for example, reaction of
N3P3C16 with four equivalents of /BuNH2 leads to the formation of gem-
N3P3Cl4(HNffiu)2(see Eq. 3.25).

N3P3CI6 + 4£BuNH2 • gem-N3P3CI4(HNföu)2 + 2SuNH2 . HCI (3.25)

It is postulated that the mechanism of formation of the geminal product
N3P3Cl4(HN^Bu)2 involves deprotonation from the monosubstituted prod-
uct, N3P3Cl5(HN?Bu). This leads to the generation of the three-coordinate
phophoranimine intermediate (see Eq. 3.26). The three-coordinate phos-
phorus is sterically strained and is also very electrophilic. Because of this
the second nucleophile prefers to attack this center leading to a geminal
product. In this mechanism the loss of HC1 is the slow process. Hence this
mechanism is of the SN1 type. The abstraction of the proton is accelerated
by the addition of a base such as triethylamine [2, 12].
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(3.26)
H B̂u'

. Cl(V NBU' BU'HN NHBU'

P P P
N ^ ^ N -B.HCI N* ^ N SuNH2 N ^ ̂ N

ck I n.ci •-civj M/Ci •-ckj II/Ci
/P^ P̂-C /p^- ^p\ /p^- ^p\

CK N Cl Cl^ N Cl CK N Cl

Dissociative pathways are also found in the reactions of compounds
such as N3P3(OPh)5Cl with amines. The replacement of the final chlorine
from N3P3(OPh)5Cl proceeds by the heterolytic cleavage of the P-Cl bond.
This is followed by the attack of the nucleophile, amine, on the phospho-
nium center to generate N3P3(OPh)5(NRR) (see Eq. 3.27). In this sequence
of reactions the heterolytic cleavage of the P-Cl bond is found to be rate
determining and hence this pathway belongs to the SN1 type of reaction [2,
12].

PhON © a " PhON ^NRR' (3.27)
P 2NHRR P

N ^ N N

P P " N H 2 R R C I P
y ^ M - \ / ^ M \ / M \

PhO N OPh PhO N OPh PhO N OPh

SN1 pathways also occur in reactions where the chlorine from the P-Cl
bond is heterolytically cleaved as a result of a reaction with a Lewis acid
such as A1C13. For example, in the Friedel-Crafts reaction of N3P3C16 the
first step may be the abstraction of the chloride. This is followed by the
electrophilic attack of the phosphonium center on the aromatic reagent to
affordN3P3Cl5Ph (see Eq. 3.28).

C l \ / C l C l \ ©

r . N^N n l AICI3 N ^ N _. C6H6 N

Clx | ii/CI ». CIN| | | /C I • C l \ l
P f P P P

( 3 - 2 8 )

• P ^ M - ' f \ / P ^ M ^ P \ " H C I / P ^ M - P \
C l ' N Cl C l ' N Cl -AICI3 C l ' N Cl

3.2.7.3 Summary of the Mechanisms of the Nucleophilic
Substitution Reactions in Chlorocyclophosphazenes

1. The reactivity of cyclophosphazenes with nucleophiles such as
amines follows the order N4P4C18 > N3P3C16 > N3P3F6.

2. Many amines react with chlorocyclophosphazenes in a bimolecu-
lar process to afford nongeminal products. Almost exclusive non-
geminal product formation is observed in N4P4Cl8/amine reactions.

3. Two types of SN2 mechanisms have been recognized: a nonpolar
five-coordinate phosphorus intermediate and a polar concerted
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mechanism. Both of these pathways afford the formation of non-
geminal products.

4. Geminal products are formed by proton abstraction mechanism or
by a heterolytic P-Cl bond cleavage process.

3.2.8 Cyclophosphazenes as Ligands for Transition Metal
Complexes

The skeletal (ring) nitrogen atoms of cyclophosphazenes can act as coordi-
nation sites for interacting with transition metal ions [17-19]. This coordi-
nation ability increases with the increased presence of electron-releasing
substituents on phosphorus and increase in ring size of cyclophosphazenes.
For example, larger-membered rings can even function as macrocyclic
ligands as seen in N6P6(CH3)12.MCl2 (M=Pt or Pd) and
[N8P8(CH3)16Co]2+[NO3]2 (Fig. 3.19).

M e \ ^ N v / M e

Me—P P—Me

, TMeMe Me" V V "Me

N
M / N N N Me \ M^ j*

Me MeMe/ Me Me Me

Fig. 3.19. Cyclophosphazenes as macrocyclic ligands

Octakis(methylamino)cyclotetraphosphazene, N4P4(NHMe)8, forms the
complex N4P4(NHMe)8.PtCl2, where the platinum is coordinated by two
opposite ring nitrogen atoms of the cyclophosphazene ring. Examples of
an exocyclic nitrogen participating in coordination along with the skeletal
nitrogen atom of the cyclophosphazene ring is provided in the complex
N4P4(NMe2)8.W(CO)4 (Fig. 3.20).

NMe2 NMe2

MeHN—P=N—P—NHMe Me2N—P=N—P—NMe2

N—Pt~~-N N N-W(CO)4

MeHN—P—N=F>—NHMe Me2N—P—N=P—NMe2

NHMe NHMe NMe2 NMe2

Fig. 3.20. N4P4(NHMe)8.PtCl2 and N4P4(NMe2)8.W(CO)4

The reaction of N4P4Me8 with copper chloride affords the complex
[N4P4Me8HCuCl3] where one ring nitrogen is protonated while the opposite
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ring nitrogen is involved in coordination to the transition metal. Com-
pounds containing direct P-metal bonds are also possible as shown for the
organometallic complex N3P3F4[{(CO)(Cp)Fe}2(n-CO)] (Fig. 3.21).

Me H Me
l _ l I

Me—P—N—P—Me

N N

Me—P—N—P—Me

Me Me

Cl l ''CI
Cl

Fig. 3.21. [N4P4(Me)8H][CuCl3] andN3P3F4[{(CO)(Cp)Fe}2(^-CO)]

Another way of using cyclophosphazenes as ligands is to incorporate
coordinating units on phosphorus. For example, the reaction of N3P3C16

with the 3,5-dimethyl pyrazole affords N3P3(3,5-Me2Pz)6, which is a very
versatile multi-site coordination ligand (see Eq. 3.29).

(3-29)
ci ci N—NX ^N—r>

„ N^ N 3,5-Me2PzH/Et3N TOT N ^ N TO]
C I \H l /-c l *" N ~ ' x l l |_,N—N

Cl N Cl IjJ-N N N-N

The ligand N3P3(3,5-Me2Pz)6 can be used to prepare monometallic and
bimetallic derivatives (Fig. 3.22).

\ ii \ /

Mono metallic complex

ci
Hetero bimetallic complex

Fig. 3.22. Coordination behavior of N3P3(3,5-Me2Pz)6
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Synthetic approaches such as those shown above can be very useful for
assembling a library of coordination ligands using the cyclophosphazene
ring as a means for supporting such ligand architectures [17].

3.2.9 Structural Characterization of Cyclophosphazenes

Cyclophosphazenes have been studied by a number of spectroscopic meth-
ods as well as by X-ray crystal structures. These studies have helped not
only in understanding the molecular structures of cyclophosphazenes but
have also shed a great deal of light on the nature of bonding that exists in
these compounds [1, 5, 7, 9, 10].

3.2.9.1 Vibrational Spectra

Cyclophosphazenes are characterized by the presence of a strong u(P=N)
stretching frequency in the region of 1150 - 1450 cm"1. The magnitude of
t»(P=N) increases with increasing electronegativity of the substituents. In
amino derivatives the electron flow from the exocyclic nitrogen atom
seems to weaken the skeletal Ji-bonding thereby depressing the u(P=N).
The ring P=N frequencies are generally higher for the eight-membered
rings. The t>(P=N) values for a few selected cyclophosphazene derivatives
are given in Table 3.3.

Table 3.3. Vibrational stretching frequencies {u(P=N)} for some selected cyclo-
phosphazenes

Compound
N3P3F6
N3P3C16

N3P3(NHMe)6
N3P3(NMe2)6

3.2.9.2 31P NMR

v (P=N) cm"1

1300
1218
1175
1195

Compound
N4P4F6

N4P4C18

N4P4(NHMe)8

N4P4(NMe2)8

u (P=N) cm"1

1436
1315
1215
1265

31P NMR is an invaluable spectroscopic tool for the structural elucidation
of cyclophosphazenes. The phosphorus chemical shifts are quite sensitive
to ring size (six- vs. eight-membered rings), nature of substituents (electro-
negativity, steric bulk), extent of 7i-bonding with exocyclic substituents
etc., [20]. The 'H-decoupled 31P-NMR spectra of persubstituted cyclo-
phosphazenes show a single peak. In general, the chemical shifts of the
eight-membered rings are up-field shifted in comparison to the correspond-
ing six-membered derivatives. Table 3.4 lists the 31P-NMR chemical shifts
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for a few selected cyclophosphazene derivatives. These chemical shifts are
with reference to external 85% H3PO4.

Table 3.4.31P-NMR chemical shifts for a few selected cyclophosphazenes

Compound
N3P3C16 +19.3 N3P4C18

N3P3F6 +13.9 N4P4F8

N3P3(NHEt)6 +18.0 N4P4(NHEt);

N3P3(NMe2)6 +24.6 N4P4(NMe2)8

N3P3(OCH3)6 +21.7 N4P4(OCH3)8

N3P3(OCH2CH3)6 +14.3 N4P4(OCH2CH3)8

N3P3(OCH2CF3)6 +16.7 N4P4(OCH2CF3)8

N3P3(OPh)6 +8.3 N4P4(OPh)

Proton-decoupled 31P-NMR spectra can also be used for structural elu-
cidation of mixed substituent containing cyclophosphazenes. Different
types of three-spin systems such as AB2, AX2, ABC, ABX or AMX can be
observed. Similarly, the 31P {'Hj-NMR spectra of cyclotetraphosphazenes
can be diagnostic of the structure of the compound. Usually a combination
of proton and phosphorus NMR can be quite useful in arriving at the struc-
ture of the cyclophosphazene compounds.

3.2.9.3 Electronic Spectra

Most cyclophosphazenes that do not contain other chromophores as sub-
stituents do not have prominent absorption in the UV-Visible region of the
electromagnetic spectrum [9, 10].

3.2.9.4 X-ray Crystal Structures

The X-ray crystal structures of many cyclophosphazenes are known [7, 9,
10]. A summary of the details of these investigations is as follows.

1. The six-membered rings are generally planar. For example, while
N3P3C16 is very nearly planar, N3P3F6 is perfectly planar. Here, pla-
narity is with reference to only the N3P3 segment. The substituents
on phosphorus lie above and below the plane of the ring. The eight-
membered rings are generally nonplanar and have puckered con-
formations. For example, N4P4CI8 exists in two nonplanar confor-
mations viz., chair and boat forms.

2. The P-N bond lengths in homogeneously persubstituted cyclo-
phosphazenes (where the substituents on the phosphorus are the
same) are equal. The observed bond lengths are shorter (about 1.57
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- 1.60 Ä) than the average P-N single bond distance (1.78 Ä). This
implies the presence of some type of multiple bonding in these
compounds.

3. The bond angles at phosphorus and nitrogen are both quite close to
120°.

4. In heterogeneously substituted compounds the ring P-N bond
lengths are unequal. For example, in gem-N3P3F4Ph2 three different
bond distances are seen: 1.617(5), 1.539(5) and 1.555(4) Ä. The
longest distance is associated with the N-P-N segment flanking the
PPh2 unit.

X-ray data for a few selected cyclophosphazenes are summarized in Ta-
ble 3.5.

Table 3.5. X-ray data for a few selected cyclophosphazenes

S.No

1
2
3

4
5
6

7

8

9
10
11
12

13

Compound

N3P3C16

N3P3F6

N3P3(NMe2)6

N3P3(OPh)6

N3P3(O2C6H4)3

N3P3(Me)6

N3P3(Ph)6

N4P4C18

(K-form)
N4P4(NMe2)8

N4P4(OMe)8

N4P4(OPh)8

N4P4(Me)8

N4P4(Ph)8

Ring con-
formation

planar
planar

distorted
boat

nonplanar
planar

distorted
chair

slightly
chair

boat or tub

saddle
saddle
boat

distorted
boat

distorted
boat

Bond distance (Ä)

P=Ne„do

1.581
1.57(1)

1.588(3)

1.575(2)
1.59(2)

1.595(2)

1.597

1.570(9)

1.58(1)
1.57

1.560
1.591(5)

1.590(5)

P-Xex0

1.98
1.52(1)

1.652(4)

1.582(2)
1.62(1)

1.788(2)

1.804

1.991(4)

1.69(1)
1.58

1.582
1.802(6)

1.809(4)

Bond anj
NPN
118.4
120(1)

116.7(4)

117.3(3)
117(1)

116.7(1)

117.8

121.2(5)

120.1(5)
121.0
121.1

119.8(3)

119.8(1)

ales (o)
PNP

121.4
119(1)

123.0(4)

121.9(3)
122(1)

122.5(1)

122.1

131.3(6)

130.0(6)
132.0
133.9

132.0(2)

127.8(2)

3.2.10 Nature of Bonding in Cyclophosphazenes

The nature of bonding in cyclophosphazenes can be understood by exam-
ining certain experimental facts and the arguments advanced to explain
them. These can be summarized as follows [5, 7, 9, 10].
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1. In homogeneously substituted cyclophosphazenes the ring P-N
bond lengths are short and equal. In this regard cyclophosphazenes
have a similarity with benzene and other aromatic molecules.

2. The P-N bond lengths are also influenced by the nature of substitu-
ents on the phosphorus. Thus, presence of more electronegative
substituents that are o-electron withdrawing result in a shortening
of the P-N bond distance. Similarly, involvement of ring nitrogens
in coordination to metals increases the P-N bond distance in the af-
fected P-N-P segment.

3. However, cyclophosphazenes do not have the other characteristics
that are typical of organic aromatic molecules. Thus, the (4n + 2) K
rule does not have any special significance in this family of com-
pounds. The six- and eight-membered rings, N3P3R6 and N4P4R8 are
equally stable.

4. Ring-current effects typical of aromatic compounds are absent in
cyclophosphazenes. Bathochromic shifts (observed with an in-
crease in JI electrons in aromatic compounds) are absent in cyclo-
phosphazenes. In fact, for all practical purposes, cyclophos-
phazenes may be regarded as transparent in the UV-Visible
spectrum.

5. Thus, quite clearly cyclophosphazenes are not aromatic, at least in
the context in which this word is used for organic compounds.

However, the shortness and equality of P-N bond lengths need to be ac-
counted for and qualitative bonding models adequately do this. The elec-
tronic structure of cyclophosphazenes may be visualized by considering
the possible resonance structures as shown in Fig. 3.23.

p

(a) (b) (c)

f
(e) (d)

Fig. 3.23. Possible resonance structures for cyclophosphazenes
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It is easier to visualize the bonding in cyclophosphazenes by separating
the G-component from the 7t-component that may be contributing together
to the overall bonding picture in these compounds. These arguments can be
summarized as follows.

1. If one considers the o-framework alone, each phosphorus forms
four covalent bonds (two exocyclic bonds and two bonds with
endocyclic ring nitrogen atoms). This process consumes four of
the five valence electrons on phosphorus leaving it with one
electron.

2. Which orbitals does phosphorus use for forming these a-bonds?
Recalling the bond angles at phosphorus it is possible that ap-
proximate sp3 hybrid orbitals are utilized.

3. The situation with nitrogen is that it is postulated to form 3sp2

hybrid orbitals. One of these lodges a lone pair. The other two
are involved in forming a covalent bond each with two adjacent
phosphorus centers. Thus the lone pair present on nitrogen is in-
plane with the N3P3 framework.

4. After the o-bonding requirements are met nitrogen also is left
with one electron similar to phosphorus [Fig. 3.23(a)]. Several
bonding possibilities are now present. These include ionic con-
tributions as shown in Figure 3.23(b). For a long time there has
been the speculation of some kind of Ji-bonding. Irrespective of
the current validity of this model this view is also presented.

5. After the formation of the a-bonded framework we have an odd
electron each on phosphorus and nitrogen. It is speculated that
this electron which resides in the pz orbital on nitrogen overlaps
with a suitable d orbital (such as dxz or dyz) on phosphorus to
form a Ji-bond.

6. However, exclusive use of a dxz orbital leads to a sign mis-match
in the overlap of the orbitals (between P6 and Ni) (Fig 3.24).

N3 ^ J V . N5

Fig. 3.24. Orbital mismatch in the pTi-dn; interaction between nitrogen and phos-
phorus.

7. The orbital mismatch can be overcome by the use of a d^ orbital
on phosphorus. Dewar suggested that the use of dxz and dyz orbi-
tals in equal proportion leads to limited delocalization over a
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three atom (P-N-P) segment. This would account for bond-
length reduction as well as bond-length equality, while at the
same time explaining the lack of aromaticity in cyclophos-
phazenes.

8. In addition to the above type of 7i-bonding, other types of n-
bonding can also exist although their contribution to the overall
multiple bonding may be less. The overlap of the sp2 orbital on
nitrogen (with its lone pair) with an empty d orbital on phospho-
rus {dx-y2 or dxy) can lead to an in-plane 7i-bonding.

9. The presence of in-plane 7i-bonding has been suggested by sev-
eral experimental facts. Thus, if one compares the P-N bond dis-
tances between N3P3Cl2(NHzPr)4 and its hydrogen chloride ad-
duct N3P3Cl2(NHz'Pr)4.HCl one observes significant differences
(Fig. 3.25) [5, 7].

ciN p ciNp/ci

P P
XNH/Pr ;PrHN/ ^ ^

H

Fig. 3.25. Effect of protonation on P-N bond lengths

10. The P-N bond lengths (Fig.3.25, a) are considerably lengthened
in compound N3P3Cl2(NHzPr4).HCl (1.665(5) Ä) in comparison
to N3P3Cl2(NmPr4) (1.589(3) Ä). This is possible only if the
lone pair of electrons on nitrogen is engaged in bonding to the
proton and is consequently not available for being used in TC
bonding. Similar types of bond lengthening have been noticed in
many cyclophosphazene-metal complexes which involve coor-
dination from the ring nitrogen atom. Lastly, a third type of %-
bonding is also possible. This involves the exocyclic substitu-
ents on phosphorus. Thus, in amino cyclophosphazenes, the lone
pair from the exocyclic nitrogen can engage in jt-bonding with
phosphorus as shown in Fig. 3.26. The exocyclic type of n-
bonding is manifested by shorter exocyclic P-N bonds and
lengthening of endocyclic P-N bonds.

/ N \

Fig. 3.26. Exocyclic 7i-bonding in cyclophosphazenes
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Clearly in any given cyclophosphazene all of the above types of %-
bonding might be contributing to varied extents and the observed structural
features are the result of this cumulative effect.

Finally, however, it must be mentioned that considerable theoretical
work in main-group compounds suggests that the participation of d-
orbitals in any type of bonding may be minimal. Alternative bonding mod-
els that avoid the use of d-orbitals and account for all the experimental
facts in cyclophosphazenes may soon emerge from such studies.

3.3 Polyphosphazenes

Polyphosphazenes, [N=PR2]n, are the largest family of inorganic polymers.
Over 800 different types of polyphosphazenes are known [16, 21-23]. The
common feature of all of these polymers is the backbone which is made up
of alternate nitrogen and phosphorus atoms. While the nitrogen is trivalent
and dicoordinate, phosphorus is pentavalent and tetracoordinate. Thus, ni-
trogen does not contain any substituents. Phosphorus, on the other hand, is
attached to two substituents. Thus, the basic structural feature of the repeat
unit of polyphosphazenes is exactly similar to what is found in cyclophos-
phazenes.

Although, the repeat unit in all the polyphosphazenes comprises the
[N=PR2] repeating unit, the properties of the polymers can be radically
changed by varying the 'R' groups on phosphorus. In this section, we will
examine the preparative procedures, the structural features and the applica-
tions of polyphosphazenes.

3.3.1 Historical

The American Chemist Stokes discovered, towards the end of the nine-
teenth century, that heating the six-membered ring, N3P3CI6, to high tem-
peratures leads to the formation of a polymeric material with an empirical
formula [NPCl2]n- This material was called inorganic rubber because of its
properties. Thus, this was rubbery but had very poor solubility in common
organic solvents. Instead of dissolving in solvents, the polymer would
swell in them. The most serious concern about the inorganic rubber was
its sensitivity towards hydrolysis upon exposure to moisture. The polymer
was found to degrade completely in ambient atmosphere. These unfavor-
able properties precluded further studies on this material for a long time
[21]. The crucial breakthrough in this area came about by pursuing the fol-
lowing line of thinking.
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1. The Stokes's inorganic rubber [NPQ2]ndid not dissolve in com-
mon organic solvents because it was an extensively crosslinked
polymer. This suggestion is also borne out by the swelling of this
polymer in solvents. It is known that crosslinked organic polymers
also swell in solvents.

2. The degradation of the Stokes's inorganic rubber [NPCl2]n in at-
mosphere occurs presumably because of the sensitivity of the P-Cl
bonds towards the hydrolysis reaction.

Any effort to make the inorganic rubber into a viable material, therefore,
needed to concentrate on solving the above two problems.

1. Finding a suitable route to prepare the linear polymer [NPQ2]n.
Unlike the crosslinked derivative the linear polymer would be
expected to be soluble in a large number of organic solvents.

2. The inherent hydrolytic instability of the polymer arising out of
the presence of a number of P-Cl bonds can be overcome if the
linear polymer can be modified by replacing the P-Cl bonds by
other hydrolytically viable linkages.

As will be shown in the following section these strategies resulted in
polyphosphazenes emerging as the largest family of inorganic polymers
[21].

3.3.2 Poly(dichlorophosphazene)

Poly(dichlorophosphazene), [NPCl2]n, can be prepared by several routes.
The traditional route is the ring-opening polymerization (ROP) of N3P3C16.
Although, as discussed above, Stokes as early as in late 1800's had ob-
served the formation of crosslinked poly(dichlorophosphazene), it is to the
credit of Allcock that he found the correct recipe for isolation of un-
crosslinked linear poly(dichlorophosphazene) [21]. He and his co-workers
have made the following important and crucial experimental observations.

1. Heating N3P3C16 at 250 °C in vacuum and by allowing the con-
version to proceed only up to 70%, linear poly(dichloro-
phosphazene) could be isolated (see Eq. 3.30). This polymer was
soluble in a number of organic solvents such as benzene, toluene,
tetrahydrofuran etc., to form clear viscous solutions.

2. Heating beyond 250 °C or allowing the conversion to proceed be-
yond 70% afforded a crosslinked material similar to what was ob-
tained by Stokes. The crosslinking of the polymer was rapid and
the resultant material was totally insoluble.
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The linear polymer prepared by Allcock was truly a high polymer with
over 15,000 repeat units representing a Mw of about 1.2*106. The polydis-
persity index for the polymer [NPCl2]n prepared by the ring-opening of
N3P3C16 is greater than 2.

ci (3-30)

Cl

n = 15,000
soluble polymer

Hexafluorcyclotriphosphazene, N3P3F6, hexabromocyclotriphosphazene,
N3P3Br6 and the hexathiocyanato cyclotriphosphazene N3P3(NCS)6 can
also be polymerized by the ring-opening polymerization method to the cor-
responding linear polymers (Fig. 3.27).

F

F

Br'

B>

S C V
S C N x

N ^ "

S C N " P ^ N '

; <N P

* \

I l ' / B r

NCS

H^NCS

NCS

350 °C

200-250 CC

145 °C

F

F

Br

Br

+-N=a
NCS

Fig. 3.27. Polymerization of N3P3F6, N3P3Br6 and N3P3(NCS)6

The polymers shown in Fig. 3.27 also are linear polymers and are solu-
ble in organic solvents. However, poly(difluorophosphazene) is not soluble
in common organic solvents but only in fluorinated solvents.

The mechanism of the ROP of N3P3C16 has been elucidated keeping in
view the following experimental observations [21].

1. The ionic conductivity of molten N3P3C16 rises suddenly, coin-
cident with the initiation of polymerization.

2. A number of Lewis acids such as BC13 or reagents such as water
(in the form of metal hydrates such as CaSO4.n H2O) in catalytic
amounts have a beneficial influence in the polymerization reac-
tion.
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3. The ring-opening polymerization of the fluoro derivative N3P3F6

occurs at a much higher temperature (350 °C) than that of
N3P3C16 (250 °C).

It has been postulated that the initiation of the polymerization occurs by
a heterolytic cleavage of the P-Cl bond to generate a phosphazenium ion
(seeEq. 3.31).

c,Np/ci

initiation

The propagation reaction which involves the polymer growth occurs as
a result of the high electrophilicity of the phosphazenium ion. Since the re-
action is carried out in the molten state there is a favorable situation for in-
termolecular reactions. Thus, the phosphazenium ion can attack a skeletal
nitrogen atom of another N3P3C16, causing ring opening and chain growth
(Fig. 3.28).

c \

n NC l \ / N

V^C.CKI 11 -CSI N " \ C l

Fig. 3.28. Polymerization mechanism of N3P3CI6

The termination of the chain can occur by the reaction with any nucleo-
phile including traces of moisture. This mechanism accounts for the in-
crease in ionic conductivity at the onset of polymerization of N3P3C16.
Since the P-F bond strength is greater than that of the P-Cl bond, it is also
evident why higher temperature is required for the polymerization of
N3P3F6. Moreover, catalytic amounts of either Lewis acids or water would
be expected to facilitate the heterolytic cleavage of the P-Cl bond. Thus, if
this polymerization mechanism is correct the presence of at least one P-Cl
bond is a must in the cyclic ring in order for polymerization to occur. In-
deed, this appears to be true for most cyclophosphazenes. Thus, many or-
ganocyclophosphazenes that do not contain a P-Cl bond do not undergo
polymerization. But, certain cyclophosphazenes such as N3P3(CH3)6
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equilibrate to higher-membered rings such as N4P4(CH3)8. Some other
cyclophosphazenes such as the 2-pyridinoxy derivative N3P3(O-2-C6H4N)6
are known to undergo a ring-opening polymerization. Also, strained cyclo-
phosphazenes such as N3P3F4(Ti5-C5H4-Fe- r|5-C5H4), that contains a trans-
annularly attached ferrocene moiety undergoes polymerization. This means
that other types of mechanisms exist that allow a ring to open [21].

Because of the importance of the linear poly(dichlorophosphazene) to-
wards the synthesis of other poly(organophosphazenes), as we will see in
the subsequent sections, there have been many efforts to find alternative
synthetic procedures for this polymer. These are discussed in the following
sections.

3.3.3 Condensation Polymerization of CI3P=N-P(O)CI2

De Jaeger and coworkers discovered that the acyclic phosphazene,
Cl3P=N-P(O)Cl2, can be used to prepare poly(dichlorophosphazene),
[NPCl2]n, either when heated in bulk or in a solvent such as trichlorodi-
phenyl (see Eq. 3.32) [23-25].

250 280°C I \i.52.)
n PCI3=NP(O)CI2 »- CI3P=N—(P=N)n.1-POCI2 + (n-1) POCI3

Cl

The monomer C13P=NP(O)C12 can be prepared by several methods. Two
of the best routes of preparing it are given below [23]. The first method of
synthesis consists of heating PC15 with (NH4)2SO4 in boiling sym-
tetrachloroethane (see Eq. 3.33).

sym-tetrachloroethane (-1 ' J ' n
4PCI5 + (NH4)2SO4 • 2 CI3P=N—P(O)C12 + 8 HCI + SO2 + Cl2 {->->->J

The second method of synthesis consists of first preparing
[C13P=N=PC13]

+ [PC16]" by the reaction of PC15 with NH4C1 (see Eq. 3.34).
This is followed by reacting [C13P=N=PC13]

+ [PC16]~ with P4Oi0. The latter
reaction leads to the elimination of POC13 and formation of the monomer
(see Eq. 3.35).

3PCI5+NH4CI • 3[CI3P =N—pci3] [pcy + 4 HCI (3.34)

(3.35)
3 CI3P=N=PCI3 PCI6 P4O10 * 3 C I 3 P=N— P(O)CI2 + 7 POCI3
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The reaction of [C13P=N=PC13]
+ [PC16]~ can also be carried out with SO2

to afford C13P=NP(O)C12 (see Eq. 3.36).

3 PCI5 + NH4CI + - * CI3P=N—P(O)CI2 + 4HCI + POCI3 + 2SOCI2 ( 3 . 3 6 )

C13P=N-P(O)C12 is a low-melting solid (32 °C) and can be distilled. Its
31P NMR shows two signals (5 = 0.5 ppm, doublet, PC13; 5 = -12.8 ppm,
doublet, P(O)C12,

2J(PP) = 16.2 Hz).
The bulk condensation (in the absence of solvent) of C13P=NP(O)C12

can be carried out between 200-300 °C( most often around 240 °C). This
leads to the elimination of POC13. After about 65-70% conversion, the re-
action becomes very viscous and needs to be stopped. At this stage the av-
erage degree of polymerization is about 1000. This corresponds to a mo-
lecular weight of about 100,000. It has been reported that the synthesis of
poly(dichlorophosphazene) of a molecular weight Mw = 200,000 represents
a limit for the bulk condensation reaction. The mechanism of polymeriza-
tion involves a nucleophilic attack by the nitrogen atom of one monomer
molecule on the phosphorus center of another monomer. This leads to the
formation of a dimer by the elimination of POC13. This may be considered
as the initiation reaction (see Eq. 3.37).

(3.37)

o
'=N— P=CI + Cl—P=N—P—Cl

Cl Cl Cl
-POCI3

Cl Cl O
I I II

Cl—P=N—P=N—P—Cl

ci ci Cl

The initiation reaction (between two monomers) is slower than reaction
of the monomer with oligomers (propagation) (see Eq.3.38).

(3.38)Cl O Cl
I II I

Cl—P=N— P— Cl + Cl—P=N-
I I I
Cl Cl Cl

Cl

-p=N4-p-

Cl

o
II
>—Cl
I
Cl

Cl

Cl—P=h

Cl

ci

P=N+-P=N-|-P—Cl

The viscosity of the reaction mixture increases after a certain level of
conversion. At this point rapidly growing oligomers can condense with
each other (see Eq. 3.39).

I? \
CI3P=N+-P=NJ-POCI2

Cl X

CI3P=N-(-P=N4-POCI2
v I / v

Cl y

-POCU I? \ (3.39)
CI3P=N4-P=I\H-POCI2

V C | 'x+y+1
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Although the bulk condensation leads primarily to the formation of the
polymer [NPCl2]n, side products in low yields such as N3P3C16, N4P4Clg
andN5P5Clio are also detected [23].

3.3.3.1 Polycondensation in Solution

The most convenient solvent for the polymerization of C13P=NP(O)C12 has
been found to be molten trichlorobiphenyl. It has been found that in order
to have an optimum polymer yield, the polycondensation should be per-
formed first in bulk till about 95% conversion, at which stage the solvent is
introduced and polymerization reaction is further continued. Polymers with
molecular weights of up to Mw = 800,000 were realized by this method
[23].

3.3.4 Polymerization of CI3P=NSiMe3

Another method of preparation of poly(dichlorophosphazene), [NPCl2]n,
involves an ambient temperature (25 °C) polymerization of the P-trichloro-
silyl phosphoranimine Cl3P=NSiMe3 (see Eq.3.40) [21, 26, 27].

2nPCI5 r f-i (3.40)
n CI3P=NSiMe3 *• -[-N=P-j-

CH2CI2 (L, "
25 °C

The salient features of this process are as follows:

1. It is a cationic polymerization and it is a living polymerization.
2. This process provides a very good control over the chain length

of the polymer.
3. The molecular weights of [NPCl2]n produced by this process are

about 106 with narrow-molecular-weight distribution (PDI:
1.01-1.18).

4. The scope and potential of this polymerization method seem to
be quite large.

The monomer Cl3P=NSiMe3 can be synthesized by two methods. The
first method consists of reacting bis(trimethylsilyl)amine HN(SiMe3)2 with
M-butyllithium to afford lithum bis(trimethylsilyl)amide, LiN(SiMe3)2 (see
Eq. 3.41). The latter is reacted with PC15 in hexane at -78 °C to afford
Cl3P=NSiMe3 (see Eq. 3.42).

HN(SiMe3)2 + nBuLi •» LiN(SiMe3)2 (3.41)
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(Me3Si)2NLi + PCI5 — : •• Me3SiN=:PCI3
-78-C .. (342)

The chief drawback of this synthesis (Eqs. 3.41-3.42) is that a side prod-
uct (Me3Si)2NCl is also formed in this reaction. This compound is a potent
inhibitor for the polymerization of Cl3P=NSiMe3. The close boiling points
of Cl3P=NSiMe3 and (Me3Si)2NCl make it difficult to separate the latter
from the former by distillation methods.

An alternative method of synthesis of Cl3P=NSiMe3 overcomes the
above problem. Thus, the reaction of tris(trimethylsilyl)amine (Me3Si)3N
with PC15 in methylene chloride at 0 °C, immediately followed by quench-
ing with w-hexane affords Cl3P=NSiMe3 in about 40% yield. This com-
pound resonates at -54.0 ppm in its 31P NMR.

The monomer Cl3P=NSiMe3 can be polymerized by the use of various
initiators such as PC15, or [(Ph3C)(SbCl6)]. The most widely used solvent is
methylene chloride although other solvents such as chloroform or toluene
have also been found to be effective. The polymerization reaction also oc-
curs in the bulk state (absence of solvent). The polymerization is initiated
by two moles of PC15 which react with Cl3P=NSiMe3 at room temperature
to form [C13P=N-PC13]

+[PC16]~ (see Eq. 3.43). This cation can react further
with Cl3P=NSiMe3 to generate a polymeric species (see Eq. 3.44).

CI3P=N—SiMe3 + 2PCL • [CI3P=N— PCI3]
-Me3SiCI

Cl

CI3P=N-PCI3]+ + nCI3P=N-SiMe3 • CI3P=N+-P=N+PCI3

-nMe3SiCI [ \ l /„ .
r r ( 3 - 4 4 )

[PCI6j
Cl

The reactions shown in Eqs. 3.43-3.44 are facilitated by two factors. 1)
The reactivity of the N-Si and P-Cl bonds towards each other to eliminate
Me3SiCl. 2) The spontaneity of the P-N bond formation. The side product
Me3SiCl is quite volatile and is therefore easily removed.

The termination of the polymer chain can be achieved by the addition of
iV-silylphosphoranimines such as Me3SiN=P(OCH2CF3)3 or
Me3SiN=P(fBu)(Ph)(F) (see Eq. 3.45).

[ / I \ l+r 1- 2 Me3SiN=P(OR)3 I [ 1 1 1 ( 3 - 4 5 )
|C,3P=N-(-P=N-)-PC,2j | P C I 6 ] ^ L J 3 ( O R , P N r 4 r N J A N P ( O R ,
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3.3.4.1 Block Copolymers

The fact that the cationic polymerization of Cl3P=NSiMe3 leads to a living
polymer makes this process amenable for the synthesis of block copoly-
mers. Thus, after the complete conversion of the first monomer
Cl3P=NSiMe3, addition of a second monomer such as Me3SiN=PR2Cl to
the living polymer leads to a diblock co-polymer (see Eq.3.46). Of course,
both blocks contain the P=N back bone but the substituents on phosphorus
vary in the two block segments [21, 23, 26].

(3.46)

Cl n Me3SiN=PR2CI

, 0 1 , 0 R
\ I f I 1

CI3P=N4-P=N4-P=N4-P=N4PR2CI2
M 'n I LI J n

Cl Cl R

Block A Block B

It appears that several types of block polymers can be assembled by this
above approach.

3.3.4.2 Polymers with Star Architectures

The cationic polymerization method of Cl3P=NSiMe3 has many new appli-
cations. The preparation of dendrimeric polymers with star-type architec-
ture illustrates the versatility of this method (Fig. 3.29) [21].

OR

3 Br—P=N—SiMsj

CH2

CH2

H2C CH22
CH22

NH2

Dendrimeric polymer
with star architecture

CI3P

Fig. 3.29. Preparation of dendrimeric polymers
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SiMe,
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Dendrimeric polymers with three branches emanating from a central
core have been prepared (Fig. 3.29). This approach begins with tris(2-
aminoethyl)amine which upon reaction with Me3SiNP(OR)2Br can be con-
verted to a tris-phosphoranimine. The latter can be converted into the tris-
phosphonium cation by reaction with six equivalents of PC15. This upon
reaction with Me3SiN=PCl3 allows the polymer to grow in three different
directions giving an overall star architecture. It is believed that such a
variation of polymer architecture is likely to lead to new properties [21, 23,
26].

3.3.4.3 Polymers Containing Organic Functional End Groups

Another application of the cationic polymerization method of the chloro-
phosphoranimines is the preparation of polymers with organic functional
groups. Polymers, thus prepared, can be manipulated further with the aid
of these terminal functional groups. This methodology is illustrated by the
following example. Halogenophosphoranimines such as
BrP(OCH2CF3)2=NSiMe3 can be readily modified by replacement of the
bromine substituent on phosphorus by an organic substituent that contains
vinyl end group to afford (CH2=CHCH2NH)P(OCH2CF3)2=NSiMe3 (see
Eq. 3.47) [21].

OCH2CF3 OCH2CF3 (T. AH\
I CH2=CHCH2NH2 I K-*-*1)

Br—P=NSiMe3 «- CH2=CH—CH2-NH—P=NSiMe3
I I
OCH2CF3 OCH2CF3

LNUC ri Nt 3j
Cl

OCH2CF3

2CH2=CH-CH2-NH—P=NSiMe3

OCH2CF3

OCH2CF3 Cl Cl OCH2CF3

CH 2 =CH—CH 2 -NH—P=N—P(CI ) ,=N4P=N) -P I—N=P—NH—CH 2 CH=CH 2| v | 'n/ \ |
OCH2CF3 Cl Cl Cl OCH2CF3

Fig. 3.30. Polymerization to afford polymers that contain terminal vinyl groups

Vinyl end group phosphoranimines can be used to terminate polymer
chains. Such polymers would have two vinyl end groups which can be util-
ized further for generating a carbon chain on either end (Fig. 3.30).

Alternatively, the modified phosphoranimine can be used at the begin-
ning of the polymerization reaction as shown in Fig. 3.31.
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OCH2CF3

C H 2 = CH— CH 2 - NH— P = NSiMe

OCH2CF3

-Me3SiCI PCi5

OCH2CF3

H2C=CH—CH2-NH—P=N—PCI3

OCH2CF3

PCIR

Me3SiN=PCI3

OCH2CF3 Cl

CH 2 =CH—CH 2 -NH—P=N—P(CI) 2 - (N=P-) -PCI 3
PCIR

OCH2CF3 Cl

Fig. 3.31. Preparation of polyphosphazenes containing one vinyl end-group

These polymers have one vinyl group as the end group which can be
utilized for polymer modification by a new chain-growth process.

3.3.4.4 Summary of the Preparative Procedures for Poly-
(dichlorophosphazene), [NPCIrfn

1. Poly(dichlorophosphazene), [NPCl2]n, can be prepared by at
least three different methods of polymerizaton.

2. The ring opening of the six-membered ring, N3P3CI6, occurs in
vacuum at 250 °C. If the conversion is not allowed to proceed
by more than 70%, this process leads to a linear uncrosslinked
polymer [NPQ2]n where n = 15,000. This polymer has molecu-
lar weights in the order of 106 with the polydipersity index be-
ing above 2.

3. Polycondensation of the monophosphazene C13P=NP(O)C12 oc-
curs either in the bulk or in trichlorobiphenyl solution to afford
the linear uncrosslinked polymer [NPCl2]n- A by-product viz.,
POCI3 is formed in this polymerization process. Polymers with
molecular weights of up to 800,000 can be prepared by this
method.

4. Cationic polymerization of the 7V-silylphosphoranimine
Cl3P=NSiMe3 by initiators such as PC15 afford a living polymer.
High-molecular-weight [NPCl2]n (106) with very narrow PDFs
(1.01-1.18) are accessible from this approach.
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3.3.5 ROP of Substituted Cyclophosphazenes

Substituted chloro- and fluorocyclophosphazenes can also be polymerized
to their high polymers by the ROP method. Several alkylcyclophos-
phazenes such as N3P3CI5R, have been polymerized. These can be prepared
from the corresponding hydridophosphazenes (see Eq. 3.48).

c l w c l V H R s/ C l (3.48)
n N ' ' s N n (n Bu3PCul)4/RMgCI N ^ % j CI2/CCI4 M ^ N J
CI N | || Cl .. C l v | I, Cl _ Cl 1 n Cl

/ P ^M- P \ / P^M-P \ / P ^M- P \

o/ N CI cix N ci cix N xci

Although cyclophosphazenes containing sterically hindered alkyl groups
such as JC3H7 or ?Bu cannot be polymerized to their high polymers, com-
pounds containing sterically unencumbered groups such as Me, Et, «Pr or
«Bu could be readily polymerized (see Eq. 3.49). Other types of cyclo-
phosphazenes, N3P3CI5R (R = CH2SiMe3, Ph, N=PC13, OCH2CF3, carbo-
ranyl, metallocenyl) can also be polymerized [28].

RN /CI (3.49)
n N ^ N n 250°C ?{ ^
cki i i / c l

Cl N Cl C l C l

R = Me, Et, r?-C3H7, n-C4H9

Monosubstituted fluorocyclophosphazenes such as N3P3F5Ph and
N3P3F5^Bu can be polymerized by ring-opening polymerization to the cor-
responding polymer (see Eq. 3.50).

P V F F Ph <3-50)
!/F

Some disubstituted cyclophosphazenes such as
[{NPCl2}2{NP(R)(CH2SiMe3)}] have also been polymerized by the ring-
opening method to afford the linear polymers (see Eq. 3.51) [29].

Rs /CH2SiMe3 (3.51)

^ N r . 210°C Y

C l ' N ^ Cl C l CH2SiMe3

R = CH3; C2H5; M-C4H9,
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When R = tBu or neoC5Hn in the above case (Eq. 3.51) the polymeriza-
tion is retarded. Some other disubstituted derivatives that have been po-
lymerized include gem-N3P3Cl4(N=PCl3)2, «o«-gem-N3P3Cl4Me2, non-
gem-N3P3Cl4Et2.

Is the presence of chlorine or fluorine substituents on phosphorus neces-
sary for ring-opening polymerization? An overwhelming majority of the
compounds that have been polymerized have this feature. A few examples
are known that do not have a P-Cl bond but which have been polymerized.
For example, the hexapyridinoxycyclotriphosphazene undergoes ROP to
afford a polymer with moderate molecular weights (see Eq. 3.52) [30].The
mechanism of the polymerization has been suggested to be cationic in na-
ture (heterolytic cleavage of P-0 bond in the monomer).

0 o_j§) (3.52)
PC O — ®

As mentioned previously, heating N3P3Me6 leads to ring expansion to
lead to the formation of N4P4Me8. However, polymerization to the corre-
sponding linear polymer is not observed. If there is a built-in ring strain in
the cyclotriphosphazene structure, the relief of such strain can be a driving
force for polymerization. Thus, the reaction of N3P3F6 with 1,1-
dilithioferrocene affords the ansa product N3P3F4(r|5-C5H4-Fe-r|5-C5H4).
This compound can be polymerized to afford a polymer where two adja-
cent phosphorus centers are linked to one ferrocene moiety. Alternatively,
the trifluoroethoxy derivative N3P3(OCH2CF3)4(n

5-C5H4-Fe-Ti5-C5H4) can
also be polymerized in the presence of 1% N3P3C16 to afford the corre-
sponding polymer. The latter can also be prepared by the replacement of
fluorine atoms from the corresponding poly(fluorophosphazene) (Fig.
3.32) [16,21].
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F x F

t N=P-N=P-N=F
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Cat amount
N3P3CI6

-NaF RONa

R = -CH2CF3
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»- H-N=P—N=P—N=F ,
II I I J n

OR OR OR

Fig. 3.32. Polymerization of strained cyclophosphazenes

3.3.5.1 Summary of ROP of Organophosphazenes

1. In general, persubstituted cyclotriphosphazenes containing
amino, alkoxy or aryloxy substituents cannot be polymerized by
ROP. However, a few exceptions exist.

2. Many monosubstituted cyclophosphazenes, N3P3CI5R, with
various kinds of R groups can be polymerized by ROP to the
corresponding linear polymers. Similarly, many N3P3F5R can
also be polymerized to the linear polymers.

3. A few di- and trisubstituted cyclophosphazenes, N3P3CI4R2 and
N3P3CI3R3, can also be polymerized by ROP.

4. Strained cyclophosphazenes such as Mo«-gem-N3P3F4(r|
5-C5H4-

Fe-Ti5-C5H4) and even the alkoxy derivative
N3P3(OCH2CF3)4(r|5-C5H4-Fe-r|5-C5H4) can be polymerized by
ROP to the linear polymers.
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3.3.6 Poly(organophosphazene)s Prepared by Macromolecular
Substitution of [NPCI2]n

Poly(dichlorophosphazene), [NPCl2]n, although a high-molecular- weight
linear polymer, is not useful for any practical application because of its ex-
treme hydrolytic instability. The eventual products of hydrolysis are am-
monia, hydrochloric acid, and phosphoric acid. However, the reactivity of
poly(dichlorophosphazene) need not be viewed as a disadvantage. The re-
activity of [NPCl2]n is due to the presence of P-Cl bonds. Since water is
able to act as a nucleophile and attack the phosphorus center due to the la-
bility of the P-Cl bond it is quite reasonable to expect that other nucleo-
philes would also be capable of a similar action. This approach would en-
able the preparation of chlorine-free polyphosphazenes which should be
hydrolytically stable. Using this logic, Allcock and coworkers have per-
formed macromolecular substitution reactions on [NPCl2]n to obtain stable,
chlorine-free, poly(organophosphazene)s [16, 21-23]. Thus, the reaction of
[NPCl2]n with CF3CH2ONa affords poly(bistrifiuorethoxyphosphazene),
[NP(OCH2CF3]n(see Eq. 3.53).

N =
2n CF3CH2ONa

'I T - 2n NaCI
Cl J n

OCH2CF3

•N=P—

OCH2CF3

(3.53)

This type of a reaction is quite general. Thus, the reaction of [NPCl2]n

with RONa (R = alkyl or aryl) affords the corresponding polymers
[NP(OR)2]n. Similarly, the reactions of [NPCl2]n with primary or secondary
amines affords the corresponding amino derivatives [NP(NHR)2]n and
[NP(NR2)]n (Fig. 3.33) [21-23].

CIWCI

Ck

Cl"

^CI

"Cl

Cl

Cl

2nRONa
-2nNaCI

OR

4nRNH2
-2nRNH2.HCI

NHR

-j-N=P—I
1 I Jn

NHR

4nR2NH
-2nR2NH.HCI

NR,NR,

N=PH-
I Jn
NR,

Fig. 3.33. P-Cl Substitution reactions on [NPCl2]n
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Even exotic substituents such as those containing metal carbonyl units
can be introduced by the nucleophilic substitution reaction (Fig. 3.34).

Cr(CO)3

r C l , r O-rCH2CH2-O—<Q>

i - N = P - | - + 2nNaOCH2CH2O—<S> —|—N^P—|-

Cl " Cr(CO)3 O - C H 2 C H 2 - O — ®

Cr(CO)3

Fig. 3.34. Polyphosphazenes containing organometallic substituents

Other representative examples of polyphosphazenes that have been pre-
pared by the macromolecular substitution of [NPCl2]n are shown in Figs.
3.35-3.36.

OCH2CF3 OCH2CH3 OCH3

OCH2CF3 OCH2CH3 OCH3

OC6H5 OCH2CF2CF3 O

-^N=P-|- -hN=P-k —{-N=P
OC6H5 OCH2CF2CF3 O—*&&)

Fig. 3.35. Polyphosphazenes containing alkoxy and aryloxy substituents

NHCH3 NHEt NHCH2COOEt
[ 1 1 f I 1 r I 1

+N=P-h +N=P4- -f-N=Pi-
NHCH3 NHEt NHCH2COOEt

NMe2 NHC6H5 9
p-h 4 -N=P4- - 4 -N=P+

NMe2 NHC6H5 Ji

Fig. 3.36. Polyphosphazenes containing alkyl- and arylamino substituents

There are two remarkable aspects of the macromolecular substitution re-
action that need to be mentioned. This involves about 30,000 nucleophilic
substitution reactions per polymer molecule! This means that for every re-
acting polymer molecule 30,000 chlorine atoms are being replaced. The
obvious disadvantage of the parent polymer [NPCl2]n is turned around as
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its major advantage. Thus, by this method a number of poly(organophos-
phazene)s containing P-N or P-0 linked side-chains have been assembled.
The replacement of the chlorine atoms by the nucleophiles (amines, alco-
hols or phenols) not only confers stability to the polymers so formed, but it
also provides an effective way for tuning the polymer properties.

Another important aspect of the macromolecular substitution reactions
on [NPCl2]n is the importance of model compounds [31]. As noted above
nucleophilic substitution reactions on [NPCl2]n are going to be complex
because of the large number of such reactions that have to occur per mole-
cule of the polymer. Because of this, often, it is more valuable to carry out
a study of nucleophilic substitution reactions on the small molecules viz.,
the six- or eight-membered rings N3P3C16 and N4P4C18 before carrying
them out on the polymer. Various factors such as ideal solvent for the nu-
cleophilic substitution reaction, reaction temperature and the time required
for complete substitution of the chlorine atoms can be assessed more easily
at the small molecule level. These conditions can then be adapted and ap-
plied to the more complex polymeric system. Apart from synthetic proce-
dures structural factors can also be assessed by the study of small mole-
cules. Also, full and unambiguous structural characterization is more
readily accomplished for the small cyclophosphazenes than the more com-
plex polyphosphazenes. Thus, cyclophosphazenes can be used as model
systems for the linear polyphosphazenes. It should, however, be noted that
polymer behavior in solution is far more complex than those of simple
molecules. The conformation and polymer structure in solution is likely to
be continuously affected as replacement of chlorines progresses with nu-
cleophiles. Furthermore, unlike in N3P3C16, in [NPCl2]n all the chlorines
will not be equally exposed to the nucleophiles. It is remarkable that in
spite of these inherent and basic differences between the small molecules
and the large polymers, the model approach has worked quite well with re-
spect to the cyclophosphazene-polyphosphazene system.

3.3.6.1 Limitations of the Macromolecular Substitution
Approach

The macromolecular substitution reaction has been very successful as noted
above and several hundred polyphosphazenes have been prepared using this
approach. However, there are two important limitations as noted below.

One, complete replacement of chlorine atoms from poly(dichloro-
phosphazene) is not possible with all nucleophiles. Thus, with sterically
hindered nucleophiles such as diethylamine, only partial replacement of
chlorines occurs. The remaining chlorines have to be replaced with other
less hindered substituents (see Eq. 3.54) [21].
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ci

1 I J n

HNR1. RXH (3.54)

CI CI
I J n
XR

R = sterically bulky group

X = O or NH

R = sterically less hindered group

A very good example of the above behavior occurs with adamantyl con-
taining nucleophiles (adamantyl amine, adamantyl alcohol and adamantyl
methanol) [32]. Only partial replacement of chlorine atoms occurs even
when the adamantly group is separated from the rest of the molecule by a
spacer group (Fig. 3.37).
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-—N=F

OR

I
OCH2CF3

— N = F

OCH2R n

" l
OCH2CF3

R =

Fig. 3.37. Reactions of [NPCl2]n with sterically hindered adamantyl nucleophiles

The second limitation of the macromolecular substitution reaction is
that it cannot be applied for the preparation of polyphosphazenes contain-
ing P-C bonds.

Reactions of Grignard reagents or alkyllithium reagents with [NPCl2]n

are not useful in generating [NPR2]n because of chain-degradation reac-
tions. The lone pair of electrons at nitrogen interferes in the reactions with
RMgX or RLi, by involving in coordination to the metal ion (Fig. 3.38)
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[22]. It is speculated that such interactions weaken the chain, causing the
formation of oligomers. Thus, the reaction of [NPCl2]n with Grignard re-
agents, RMgX, affords chain-degraded products (Fig. 3.39) [2]. The cyclic
rings N3P3C16 and N4P4C18 themselves undergo ring degradation in their
reactions with Grignard or alkyl(aryl)lithium reagents.

Cl Cl Cl

—N=P—N=P—N=P—
I V I i
ci I ci ci

M

Fig. 3.38. Interaction of the lone pair of electrons on the phosphazene backbone
with the metal ion of the Grignard or alkyllithium reagent

V | / n \ I ' m

ci „,,„v R ci
| K M 9 * l \ l

l ' l
Cl" Cl Cl Cl

Cl Cl Cl Cl
/ i\ i i / i \ RMax

-^N=Pj—N=P—R + XMg—N=P—M=Pj— "
Cl" R Cl Clm"

Fig. 3.39. Chain degradation in the reaction of [NPCl2]n with Grignard reagents

Poly(difluorophosphazene), [NPF2]n, which contains the electron-with-
drawing fluorine atoms on the phosphorus center would be expected to re-
duce the electron density at the nitrogen centers. This would inhibit the
ability of nitrogen atoms in the polymer chain to engage in an interaction
with metal ions. Consequently, this feature should facilitate normal reac-
tions and (especially) prevent chain scission. Accordingly, in the reaction
between [NPF2]n with phenyllithium normal replacement reactions occur
up to about 70-75% of fluorine replacement. It is only after this stage that
chain scission occurs (see Eq. 3.55) [21].

Ph

ph ft, (3-55)

It is to be noted that a similar reaction of phenyllithium with [NPCl2]n leads
to chain scission almost as soon as the reaction commences (see Eq. 3.56).

4-4.
0 1 ' - • • (3.56)PhLi

Ring degraded products.

Cl
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However, (NPF2)n is a particularly difficult polymer to be used for rou-
tine macromolecular substitution reactions. This is because of the tedious
nature of its preparation as well as the fact that it is soluble only in fluori-
nated solvents. Thus, the preparation of poly(alkylphosphazene)s and
poly(arylphosphazene)s requires a completely different approach. This is
accomplished by adopting the approaches outlined later.

3.3.6.2 Summary of Macromolecular Substitution Reactions

1. The linear polymer [NPCl2]n is very reactive and undergoes
hydrolysis in moist air to afford ammonium chloride and
phosphoric acid.

2. The reactions of [NPCl2]n with many nucleophiles such as
amines, alkoxides and aryloxides occurs with replacement of
chlorines to afford [NP(NHR)2]n, [NP(NR2)2]n and
[NP(OR)2]n. Most of these polymers are hydrolytically more
stable than the parent polymer. It is advantageous to perform
the nucleophilic reactions first on the cyclic model compound
N3P3C16 before implementing these on the polymeric system.

3. Reactions of [NPQ2]n with sterically hindered nucleophiles
do not lead to complete replacement of chlorines. The par-
tially substituted polymers can be further reacted with an ap-
propriate nucleophile such as trifluoroethoxide to afford chlo-
rine-free polymers.

4. Reactions of [NPCl2]n with Grignard reagents or with al-
kyl/aryllithium reagents leads to chain-scission products. On
the other hand, reactions of [NPF2]n with phenyllithium leads
to about 75% substitution of fluorines without chain scission.

3.3.7 Preparation of Polyphosphazenes Containing P-C Bonds
by Thermal Treatment of Phosphoranimines

As mentioned in the previous section, poly(dichlorophosphazene) [NPCl2]n

can not be used as a precursor for the preparation of poly(alkyl-) or
poly(arylphosphazene)s. This is due to the chain-scission reaction suffered
by [NPCl2]n upon reaction with Grignard reagents or alkyl- and aryllith-
ium reagents. The methodology for preparing polyphosphazenes that con-
tain the P-C bonds is dependent on the condensation reactions of the N-
silylphosphoranimines, Me3SiN=PR2X, by the elimination of Me3SiX.
Thus, one of the first examples of the successful implementation of this
synthetic route consisted in the preparation of poly(dimethylphosphazene)
[14, 33]. The synthetic methodology consists of the following steps:
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4.

Preparation of the silylaminophosphine derivatives,
(Me3Si)2NPR2. Note that these compounds already contain the
"R" groups that are eventually required in the polymer.
Oxidation of (Me3Si)2NPR2 to the 7V-silyl-P-halogeno-
phosphoranimines (or simply the monophosphazenes),
Me3SiN=PR2Br. These derivatives themselves were initially
found to be unsuitable as monomers for the preparation of
polymers (as we will see slightly later such compounds contain-
ing P-Cl bonds such as Me3SiN=PR2Cl can be polymerized by
the use of PC15 as an initiator).
Conversion of Me3SiN=PR2Br to the corresponding tri-
fluorethoxy derivative, Me3SiN=PR2(OCH2CF3).
Thermal treatment of Me3SiN=PR2(OCH2CF3) results in the
elimination of Me3Si0CH2CF3 and to the formation of the high
polymer [NPMe2]n.

This sequence of reactions is shown in Fig. 3.40.

Me3Six

Me3Si
P / C l

Cl

MeMgBr Me3Six

Me3Si

^Me

XMe

Br, Me3SiN

Me3Si

1 Br

Me1.Br

-Me3SiBr

Me,

Me

190 °C,40h

-Me3SiOR

Me

Me3SiN=P— OR

Me

ROH/Et3N

-Et3NH.Br

Me

Me,SiN=P— Br

Me

R = CH2CF3

Fig. 3.40. Preparation of poly(dimethylphosphazene)

Thus, the initial reaction of bis(trimethylsilyl)amine HN(SiMe3)2 with
nBuLi followed by PC13 affords the silylaminodichlorophosphine
Cl2P(N(SiMe3)2). Replacement of both the chlorines from this compound
by methyl groups (by means of the reaction with a Grignard reagent) af-
fords the dimethyl derivative Me2P(N(SiMe3)2). Oxidation of the latter
with Br2 affords the compound Me3SiN=PR2Br where the NSiMe3 group is
formally connected to the phosphorus by a double bond. This compound is
converted to the trifluoroethoxy derivative Me3SiN=PR2(OCH2CF3).
Elimination of Me3Si0CH2CF3 from Me3SiN=PR2(OCH2CF3) occurs by a
thermal treatment of this monomer at 190 °C to afford the linear polymer
[NPMe2]n. In these polymers there is a direct P-C bond. Interestingly, heat
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treatment of the Af-silyl-P-fiuorophosphoranimines Me3SiN=PR2F results
in the elimination of Me3SiF, but leads to the formation of cyclic deriva-
tives. Polymers could not be obtained in this reaction (Fig. 3.41). A similar
result has also been found with the chloro and bromo derivatives.

Me Me
MeN / M e Me-P=N-P-Me

Me . _,PX I II
I A N^ N + N N

Me3Si-N=P—F • Me^l 11.Me || |
I -Me3SiF > ^ p^ M e _ p _ N - p _ M e

Me Me N Me | |
Me Me

Fig. 3.41. Formation of N3P3Me6 and N4P4Me8 upon thermolysis of
Me3SiNP(Me)2F

In general the aminophosphines, N(SiMe3)2PR2 can be prepared by the
reaction of the Grignard reagent with the corresponding dichloro deriva-
tive, N(SiMe3)2PCl2(see Eq. 3.57).

Me3Si Cl 2RMgBr Me3Si. R (T, 5 7 )
N _ p . N - P x V • )

Me3Si Cl Me3Si R

R = Me, Et, n-Pr, n-Bu, n-hex

Mixed alkyl derivatives containing one alkyl group and one methyl
group can be prepared by first reacting N(SiMe3)2PCl2 with RMgBr fol-
lowed by reaction with MeMgBr (see Eq. 3.58).

Me3Si. Cl RMgCI Me3Si. R MeMgBr Me3Si R (T, 58~)
N—P( •• N—P( • x N ~ K '

Me3Si Cl °^. Me3Si Cl Me3Si Me

R = Me, Et, n-Pr, n-Bu, n-hex

In a similar manner the mixed phenyl/methyl derivative can also be pre-
pared (see Eq. 3.59).

Me 3 Si x _ + PhPCI2 Me3Si Ph MeMgBr Me3Si. Ph (3 59)
NU • N-P( • N-Px

Me3Si Me3Si Cl Me3Si Me

Recently, the need to use bromine has been avoided [33]. Chlorination
of the silylaminophosphines with C2C1Ö converts them to the phos-
phoranimines with P-Cl end groups. These can be converted to the corre-
sponding phenoxy or trifluoroethoxy derivatives which can be polymerized
by thermal treatment. With the former, sodium phenoxide is required as an
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initiator for the polymerization. It should be noted that the thermolysis of
other phosphoranimine alkoxides such as Me3SiNPR2OMe does not lead to
the formation of linear polymers (Fig. 3.42).

Me3Six R C2CI6 ^ LiOPh ^
N—Px • Me3SiN=P—Cl •• Me3SiN=P-OR"

Me3Si R -C2CI4 J,1 or R '
CF3CH2OH/Et3N

Me3SiN=P—OR"
R' -R"OSiM&3 R ' "

R" = Ph; CH2CF3

R = R' = Me, Et, nPr, nBu, nhex
R = Me, R' = Ph
R = Me; R' = Et, nPr, nBr, nhex

Fig. 3.42. Preparation of [NPRR]n

On the other hand, the chlorophosphoranimine Me3SiN=PR2Cl can be
polymerized directly by using PC15 as an initiator. This is similar to the po-
lymerization of Me3SiNPCl3 that we had seen earlier (see Eq. 3.60).

I 2PCI5 I
Me3SiN=P-CI -|-N=P

R1 R

r l (3-60)

The phosphoranimine approach can also be used to prepare poly-
(fluoro/aryl)phosphazenes (see Eq. 3.61) [34].

rh PCI5 r ? ! NaOCH2CF3 r T , (3-61)
F—P=N—SiMe3 »- 4— P=N—(- • 4— P=N- r -

I I I 1 n I I J n
F F OCH2CF3

Another unique feature of this polymerization is that using this method-
ology genuine copolymers can also be prepared. Thus, taking advantage of
the nearly identical rates of polymerization of various alkyl/aryl phos-
phoranimines, if one takes a 1:1 mixture of two different phos-
phoranimines and heats them together one obtains a copolymer (see Eq.
3.62) [33].

R Me R Me /"J f/)\
I [ heat r | 1 r | 1 p . O Z J

mMe3Si—N=P—OR' + nMe3Si—N=P—OR" •- -\-H— P N—P-4-
I I -Me3SiOR" I I Jml I In
R' Me 3 R' Me

R" = Ph, CH2CF3

R,R' = alkyl, aryl
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The poly(alkyl/arylphosphazene)s prepared by the above method have
molecular weights between 50,000 to 200,000 with a polydispersity index
of 2.0. The solubility of these polymers seems to depend on the type of
substituents present on the phosphorus. Thus, [NPMe2]n is soluble in di-
chloromethane, chloroform, ethanol as well as a 1:1 mixture of THF and
water. In contrast, [NPEt2]n is virtually insoluble in any organic solvent.
However, upon protonation with weak acids [NPEt2]n becomes soluble. It
has been speculated that protonation destroys the crystallinity of this poly-
mer and enables its solubility. Poly(methylphenylphosphazene),
[NP(Me)(Ph)]n is also soluble in a large number of organic solvents such
as chlorinated hydrocarbons as well as THF [33].

Attempts to unravel the mechanism of the thermolysis polymerization of
the phosphoranimines have suggested that it does not proceed by a step-
growth polymerization. Thus, quenching the reaction at the stage of about
20-50% completion of the reaction and analyzing the products reveals the
presence of medium-molecular-weight polymers. It may be recalled that in
typical step-growth polymerization processes the molecular weights of the
products do not increase dramatically till about 90-99% completion of the
reaction. In view of this, a chain-growth mechanism is presumed probably
initiated by the heterolytic cleavage of the P-X bond. In this respect the
mechanism of polymerization probably is similar to that discussed for the
ambient temperature polymerization of Me3SiNPCl3. The possibility of cy-
clic intermediates such as N3P3Me6 or N4P4Me8 is ruled out. It may be re-
called that if N3P3Me6 is independently thermolyzed, polymerization is not
achieved; ring expansion to higher membered rings, however, occurs.

Another type of polymerization of the N-silylphosphoranimines occurs
by anionic polymerization. Thus, monomers such as Me3SiNP(OR')2(OR2)
can be polymerized by the use of initiators such as BU4NF to afford poly-
mers [NP^R1^],, (see Eq. 3.63) [23]. Polymers with molecular weights
(Mn) in excess of 100,000 are achieved.

Me3Si— N=P—OR

O R 1
I 100°C

2

Bu4NF OR1 (3.63)

° I
OR1

f I 1
4-N=P—f-- - - -Me3Si0R2 ,

OR1

OR1 = OCH2CH2OCH3 or OCH2CH2OCH2CH2OCH3

OR2 = OCH2CF3
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3.3.7.1 Summary of the Thermal Polymerization ofN-
Silylphosphoranimines

1. A variety of iV-silylphosphoranimines Me3SiNPRRX can be read-
ily prepared and used as monomers for preparing poly-
phosphazenes.

2. If the leaving group X = OCH2CF3 or OPh, polymerization can be
achieved by heating the monomers between 190-220 °C. The ther-
molysis reaction leads to the elimination of the silyl ether Me3SiX.
If X = F, Cl or Br, thermolysis reaction does not lead to polymeri-
zation. However, if X = Cl, by the use of PC15 as the initiator, am-
bient temperature cationic polymerization can be achieved.

3. The poly(alkyl/arylphosphazene)s prepared by the thermolysis of
Me3SiNPRRX have high molecular weights between 50,000-
200,000, a PDI of 2.0 and in general have good solubility in com-
mon organic solvents.

4. The mechanism of the polymerization is believed to proceed by a
chain-growth mechanism which is initiated by the heterolysis of
the P-X bond.

5. Copolymers of the type[{NP^XR2 )}x{NP(R3)(R4)}y]n can be
prepared by thermolyzing a 1:1 mixture of Me3SiNP(R1)(R2)X and
Me3SiNP(R3)(R4)X.

6. Monomers of the type Me3SiNP(OR')2(OR3) can be polymerized
by using anionic initiators such as Bu4NF.

3.3.8 Modification of Poly(organophosphazene)s

Many poly(organophosphazene)s can be modified without chain scission.
Thus, it is possible to carry out conventional organic reactions on the side
groups (substituents) of the polyphosphazene backbone. This is an impor-
tant feature that allows elaboration of polyphosphazenes into many new
types of polymers. A few examples are given below to illustrate this prin-
ciple.

3.3.8.1 Polyphosphazenes Containing Phosphino Ligands

Polyphosphazenes containing phosphino ligands can be prepared as shown
in Fig. 3.43.

Reaction of [NPCl2]n with the sodium salt of /?-bromophenoxide affords
[NP(OC6H4-/>-Br)2]n. Lithiation of this polymer followed by reaction with
PPh2Cl affords the phosphine-containing polyphosphazene [NP(OC6H4:£>-
PPh2)2]n which can be considered as a polymeric ligand. A modification of



3.3 Polyphosphazenes 137

this approach involves the substitution of chlorines on [NPCl2]n by sodium
phenoxide followed by reaction with the sodium salt of /?-bromophenoxide
to afford the mixed polymer [NP(OPh)(OC6H4-p-Br)]n. This can be treated
as above with «-butyllithium. Only the bromo substituents are affected.
Both the polyphosphazene phosphino ligands as well as metal-containing
polyphosphazenes can be made by this route. The ratio of phenoxide/p-
bromophenoxide can be modulated to afford the desired loading of
phosphino ligands. The phosphine ligands can be used to link transition
metals to generate coordination/organometallic complexes. Such deriva-
tives can be used in catalysis.

O—©—AuPPh3

4—N=P—I-
I I > n

Fig. 3.43. Polyphosphazenes containing phosphino ligands

O—®—PPh24

3.3.8.2 Polyphosphazenes Containing Carboxy Terminal
Groups

Polyphosphazenes can be modified to incorporate new functional groups.
Thus, for example polyphosphazenes containing carboxy groups can be
obtained by the methodology shown in Fig. 3.44.

The reaction of polydichlorophosphazene, [NPCl2]n, with NaO-C6H4-p-
COOEt affords [NP(O-C6H4-jp-COOEt)2]n. Hydrolysis of this polymer with
?BuOK does not cause chain scission but affords stable polymers contain-
ing COOH end groups, [NP(O-C6H4-jp-COOH)2]n. Interestingly, such a
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polymer upon treatment with metal salts can lead to a crosslinked hy-
drogel.

f ?'l NaO-^COOEt . V"^-COOEt

4_N=p+n . +_ N = P 4
Cl O—®—COOEt

1 P

T
COO"

Ca+ 2

1.Na2CO3

2. Ca + 2

fBuOK

O—©—

R
COOH

Crosslinked hydrogel

Fig. 3.44. Polyphosphazenes containing carboxyl end-groups

3.3.8.3 Polyphosphazenes Containing Ami no or Formyl End
Groups

NaOPh
OPh Cl

l
l ' x x I 'y

OPh OPh

NaO-@-NO2

OPh O—©— NO2

OPh OPh

H2/Pt02

OPh O—(O>—CHO

OPh OPh

RNH,

„
OPh OPh

OPh N=CHR

OPh OPh OPh OPh

Fig. 3.45. Preparation of polyphosphazenes with Schiff base linkages
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Another example of the derivative chemistry of polyphosphazenes is illus-
trated by the preparation of polyphosphazenes containing reactive func-
tional end groups such as the amino or the formyl functional groups (Fig.
3.45). It can be readily appreciated that such functional groups can be fur-
ther elaborated. Thus, polyphosphazenes containing Schiff base linkages
can be prepared. The protocol consists of reacting poly(dichlorophos-
phazene), [NPCyn, with sodium phenoxide followed by sodium salt of p-
nitrophenoxide to afford a polyphosphazene containing some nitro end
groups. The nitro groups can be reduced to amino end groups by standard
organic reaction procedures. The amino groups thus generated are now
available for reaction with aldehydes to afford polymers with Schiff base
linkages. This procedure can also be carried out by first putting the formyl
groups on the polymer backbone followed by utilizing these functional
groups for condensation with amines to afford polymers with Schiff base
linkages (Fig. 3.45).

3.3.8.4 Polyphosphazenes Containing Glucosyl Side Groups

- - N = F

Cl

:P-

Cl
-NaCI

OH

90% CFoCOOH

— N = P —

NHCH3

Fig. 3.46. Polyphosphazenes with glucosyl side-groups

NHCH3

Complex polyphosphazenes containing glucosyl side-groups have been
prepared (Figs. 3.46-3.47) [35]. The multifunctional nature of the glucose
reagents implies that some of these reactive groups have to be protected
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before a reaction is attempted. Thus, the sodium salt of diacetone glucose
is allowed to react with poly(dichlorophosphazene) to replace the chlorine
atoms partially. The partially substituted polymer is fully relieved of its
remaining chlorines by reaction with methylamine (or even with an arylox-
ide such as phenoxide). The resulting polymer can be treated with 90%
CF3COOH to afford the deprotected glucosyl units as side-chains (Fig.
3.46). Crosslinking of the glucosyl groups either by radiation or by reac-
tion with hexamethylisocyanate affords a crosslinked hydrogel (Fig. 3.47).
It is important to once again note the robust nature of the polyphosphazene
backbone that survives so many reactions carried out on the side chains.

Polymer

OH H OH

Polymer

OCN(CH2)6NCO

Polyme Polymer

Fig. 3.47. Chemical crosslinking of polyphosphazenes with glucosyl side-groups

3.3.9 Modification of Poly(alkyl/arylphosphazene)s

Many types of modifications can be done on poly(alky/arylphosphazene)s
[14, 23, 33]. The most common modification involves deprotonation of the
methyl side-groups. This can be accomplished by deprotonation by n-
butyllithium to afford a polymer containing a carbanion in its side-chain.
Such a carbanion can be quenched with any suitable electrophile to afford
modified polymers. This could include reactions with reagents containing
chloro end-groups such as RMe2SiCl, aldehydes or esters. These reactions
are shown in Fig. 3.48.
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Ph

4-N=P— [ •

Me

Ph Ph RMe2SiCI Ph
I

Ph
I

CH3 CH2

Me-Si—Me

R

Fc = Ferrocenyl

Fig. 3.48. Modification of [NP(Ph)(Me)]n

The polymer containing the carbanion can also be used to polymerize
the six-membered hexamethylsiloxane by ROP. The result is the genera-
tion of a graft copolymer where the siloxane polymer chain is present as a
graft on the main polyphosphazene side-chain (Fig. 3.49).

Mes Me

Ph

p]4
I x

CH3

Ph

p}
I — +
CH2Li

Mes°

Me Me Ph Ph

2. Me,SiCI CH

j
CH2

[Me2Si-O^-SiMe3

Fig. 3.49. Grafting of polysiloxane on the side-chain of a polyphosphazene by the
reaction of a carbanion with

CH-,

Ph

N=P
1. CH2=C(Ph)H

2.

Ph
I 1

- N = F H -
I Jx
CH3

Ph

-N=P4-
I l y
CH2

Ph

Fig. 3.50. Grafting of polystyrene on polyphosphazenes
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The polymer carbanion can also be used as an anionic initiator for po-
lymerizing a conventional organic monomer to generate a poly-
phosphazene-co-organic polymer (Fig. 3.50). The polystyrene graft co-
polymer prepared as shown above is actually separated into the individual
polystyrene and polyphosphazene phases. This is found by the detection of
two separate Tg s at +100 °C and +37 °C.

A more homogeneous methyl methacrylate graft copolymer can be pre-
pared by a similar methodology (Fig. 3.51).

Ph Ph

N=P-M-N=P-
I ^x

CH3

Ph

=P-j-
CH2=CPh2

Ph Ph

HrJH;
CH3 CH2CH2CPf2 L®

CH,

1. CH2-C(Me)COOMe

2. H +

Ph

PL Me
I Jy r I ,
CH2CH2CPh^-CH2-C-j-H

COOMe

Fig. 3.51. Grafting methyl methacrylate on polyphosphazene

3.3.10 Structure and Properties of Polyphosphazenes

3.3.10.1 X-ray Diffraction Studies

X-ray data for a few representative polyphosphazenes are summarized in
Table 3.6 [1-2].

Table 3.6. X-ray data for a few selected polyphosphazenes

Polymer

[NPCl2]n

[NPCl2]n

[NPF2]n

[NP(CH3)2]n

Polymer
conformation

cis-trans-planar
cis-trans-planar

cis-trans-planar
cis-trans-planar

Bond
P=N
1.52
1.44,
1.67
1.52
1.59,
1.56
1.59

distance (Ä)
P-X
1.96
1.97,
2.04
1.47
1.80

1.80

Bond
NPN
118
115

119
112.5

114.2

angles (°)
PNP

141.5
131

136
135.9

132.6



3.3 Polyphosphazenes 143

The number of polyphosphazenes that have been studied by X-ray dif-
fraction are not very large. However, these studies have been quite infor-
mative. Two different measurements on [NPCl2]n revealed difference in
metric parameters, although the main structural features are similar. Most
polyphosphazenes seem to adopt the cis-trans-planar conformation over
the trans-trans-planar conformation. Steric repulsion between the sub-
stituents present on phosphorus is minimized in the cis-trans planar con-
formation. Thus, if one considers a P2-N3 bond (bond labeled A, Fig.
3.52) as a reference, the disposition of the immediate back-bone substitu-
ents atoms Nl and P4 are cis with respect to each other. On the other hand,
with respect to the adjacent N3-P4 bond (bond labeled B, Fig. 3.52), the
disposition of the backbone substituents P2 and N5 are trans with respect
to each other. Thus, the stereochemical orientation of the polymer chain al-
ternately varies from cis to trans.

V V V S^.."^
R

Trans-trans-planar Cis-trans-planar

Fig. 3.52. Trans-trans-planar and cis-trans-planar conformations of polyphos-
phazene chains

In polymers such as [NP(Me)(Ph)]n where the possibility of stereoregu-
lar polymers exists (recall polypropylene) atactic structure has been found.
Most poly(alkyl/phenylphoshazenes) are amorphous which is consistent
with their atactic structures.

The P-N bond distances seem to be constant along the polymer chain al-
though in the case of [NPCl2]n both constant and alternate P-N bond dis-
tances have been found in different studies. All the polymers are character-
ized by wide bond angles at nitrogen.

3.3.10.2 31PNMR

The phosphorus NMR chemical shifts of a few selected polyphosphazenes
are given in Table 3.7. Usually slightly broad signals are seen in the NMR
spectrum of the polymers because of the increase in viscosity when poly-
mers are dissolved in solution. The 31P-NMR chemical shifts of polyphos-
phazenes indicate that these are about 20-30 ppm upfield shifted with re-
spect to the cyclic trimers. The cyclic tetramers have intermediate
chemical shifts (entries 1, 2, 5, 8, 11 in Table 3.7). In polyphosphazenes
containing mixed substituents the 31P-NMR chemical shifts are diagnostic
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of the type of groups present. For example, in polymers

[(NPCl2)2(NP(Cl)Me)] the 8PC12 resonates at -19.8 ppm whi le another

resonance at +10.2 p p m is seen which is assigned to the phosphorus that

contains one methyl and one chlorine substituent (8P(Cl)(Me)), respec-

tively.

Table 3.7.31P-NMR chemical shifts for some selected polyphosphazenes

S.No
1

2

3
4
5

6
7
8

9
10
11

12

13

14

Compound
[NPCl2]n

N4P4C18

N3P3C16

[NP(OCH3)2]„
N4P4(OCH3)8

N3P3(OCH3)6
[NP(Me)(Ph)]n

[NPMe2]n

[NP(OCH2CF3)2]n

N4P4(OCH2CF3)8

N3P3(OCH2CF3)6

[NP(OCH2CH2 OCH3)2]n

[NP(OCH2CH2OCH2CH2OCH3)2]n

[NP(OPh)2]n

N4P4(OPh)8

N3P3(OPh)6

[N¥(OC6R4-p-Bi)2]n

[NP(O-C6H4-p-COOH)2]n

[NP(NHMe)2]n

N4P4(NHMe)8

N3P3(NHMe)6

[(NPCl2)2(NP(Cl)Me)]n

[(NPCl2)2(NP(Cl)Et)]n

[NP(OCH2CF3)2 (NP(OCH2CF3)(Ph)]n

ppm
-20.0
-6.5

+19.3

-6.0
+2.8

+21.7
+1.8
+8.3
-10.0
-2.0

+16.7
-8.0
-7.7

-19.7
-12.6
+8.3

-19.7
-19.4
+3.9

+12.2
+23.0

-21.0(5PCl2)
+10.2[5P(Cl)(Me)]

-19.8(5PC12)
+17.4[5P(Cl)(Et)]

-8.2[P(OR)2]
+5.6[P(R)(OR')]

3.3.10.3 Molecular Weights

As mentioned in previous sections, the molecular weights determined for
[NPCl2]n obtained by ROP of N3P3Cl6 are in the range of 106 with a PDI
greater than 2. The PDI's become better for [NPCl2]n obtained from ambi-
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ent temperature cationic polymerization of Me3SiN=PCl3 and achieve a
value of nearly 1.01 [21]. It has been observed that
poly(organophosphazene)s obtained by macromolecular substitution retain
more or less the same chain lengths as the parent polymer. This indicates
that the polymer does not suffer chain degradation during the process of
macromolecular substitution. This, of course, is not true in the reactions of
[NPCl2]n with Grignard reagents or alkyl/aryllithium reagents.
Poly(alkyl/arylphosphazene)s have molecular weights in the range of 50-
200,000 with a molecular-weight distribution of 2.0.

3.3.10.4 Solubility Properties

The solubility properties of polyphosphazenes depend on the type of sub-
stituents present on the phosphorus centers. Poly(dichlorophosphazene),
[NPCl2]n is soluble in a variety of organic solvents including THF, ben-
zene, toluene etc. On the other hand, poly(difluorophosphazene), [NPF2]„
is soluble only in fluorinated solvents such as perfluorodecalin or per-
fluoro-2-butyl-THF. While polymers such as [NP(OCH2CF3)2]n are ex-
tremely hydrophobic and are only soluble in organic solvents, polymers
with etheroxy side-groups such as [NP(OCH2CH2OCH2CH2OCH3)2]n are
soluble in organic solvents as well as water. Thus, placing hydrophobic or
hydrophilic groups on the side-chain of the polyphosphazene transfers
these properties to the polymer.

Among poly(aminophosphazene)s, [NP(NHCH3)2]n is soluble in organic
solvents as well as water. Among poly(alkyl/arylphosphazene)s, while
[NPEt2]n is totally insoluble and can be solubilized only by the use of ini-
tial protonation, other polymers such as [NPMe2]n and [NP(Me)(Ph)]n are
soluble in organic solvents. Poly(dimethylphosphazene) [NPMe2]n is also
soluble in a 1:1 mixture of THF and water. It is however, insoluble in wa-
ter [21, 33].

3.3.10.5 Hydrophobic and Hydrophilic Properties

Since the parent polymer poly(dichlorophosphazene) is hydrolytically un-
stable, it is difficult to assess its properties in terms of hydrophobicity or
hydrophilicity. The presence of nitrogen atoms (with lone pair of elec-
trons) in the backbone of polyphosphazenes suggests that intrinscally
polyphosphazenes would be inclined to be hydrophilic polymers. The lone
pair on the nitrogen atoms assists polymer solvation by polar solvents par-
ticularly by those that can participate in hydrogen bonding (solvents such
as water or alcohols). However, the actual situation would depend on the
substituents on phosphorus also. If the substituents can augment the intrin-
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sic nature of polyphosphazenes the polymers would be hydrophilic. On the
other hand, if the substituents have opposite effects the results could be
different. Thus, polyphosphazenes containing various side-groups have
varying degrees of affinity towards water (Fig. 3.53).

NHMe

NHMe

Hydrophilic

OCH2CF3

OCH2CF3

OCH2CH2OCH2CH2OCH3

OCH2CH2OCH2CH2OCH3

Hydrophilic

OCH2CF3

| n
OCH2(CF2)3H

NHCH2COOEt

NHCH2COOEt

Hydrophilic
(degrades in water)

OPh Ph

\—P-\- -\-N=P-\-
OPh Me

Me

Me

Soluble in
50:50
water/THF

Hydrophobic Hydrophobic Hydrophobic Hydrophobic

Fig. 3.53. Hydrophilic and hydrophobic polyphosphazenes

Polymers such as [NP(NHMe)2]n, and [NP(OCH2CH2OCH2CH2-
OCH3)2]n are water-soluble and their hydrophilic properties clearly stem
from the presence of side-groups that can hydrogen bond in aqueous solu-
tions. The intrinsic hydrophilicity of the NH moieties in
poly(aminophosphazenes) [NP(NHR)2]n is overcome by the hydrophobic-
ity of the R groups, particularly when R becomes a large hydrocarbon en-
tity.

The hydrophobicity of polyphosphazenes can be assessed by contact an-
gle measurement experiments. Thus, this experiment measures the contact
angle made by a drop of water on a polymer film. In a hydrophilic polymer
film the water drop would very quickly smear out. For a typical hydropho-
bic polymer such as Teflon [CF2CF2]n, a polymer formulation used in non-
stick kitchenware, the contact angle is 108°. In polyethylene this value is
94°. On the other hand, the contact angle for [NP(OCH2CF3)2]n is 108°.
This means that [NP(OCH2CF3)2]n is as hydrophobic as Teflon! The con-
tact angles measured for [NP(Me)(Ph)]n is 73° indicating that the alkyl or
aryl groups do not shield the backbone nitrogens sufficiently well and al-
low their interaction with water.

3.3.10.6 Thermal Properties

Polyphosphazenes have diverse thermal properties, and as one would an-
ticipate these would also depend upon the nature of side-groups. Many
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poly(organophosphazene)s containing P-0 and P-N linkages are known to
decompose or depolymerize at high temperatures around 300 °C. On the
other hand, poly(alky/arylphosphazene)s which contain P-C bonds are
more stable towards thermal treatment.

3.3.10.7 Glass Transitions and Skeletal Flexibility of
Polyphosphazenes

Polyphosphazenes are among the most flexible polymers known. This is
reflected in low glass transition temperatures (Tg). Only below the glass
transition temperatures all conformational mobility is frozen and polymer
becomes a glass. The skeletal flexibility of polyphosphazenes seems to
arise from many factors.

1. The P-N bond distance in polyphosphazenes (av. 1.59 Ä) is
longer than C-C bond distances (1.54 Ä) found in organic
polymers. The longer bond distance would allow a greater
torsional freedom around it which would make the polymers
flexible.

2. Secondly, in polyphosphazenes only the alternate backbone
atoms (phosphorus) have substituents unlike in organic poly-
mers where every atom in the backbone has substituents.
More intermolecular space (free volume) is therefore avail-
able for the polyphosphazene chains.

3. The bond angles at nitrogen in the polymer chain are quite
wide.

4. The P=N double bond in the polymer chain is not similar to a
C=C double bond and it has been pointed out that even if the
postulate of pjt-dn bonding is valid, the torsion of the P-N
bonds would allow several suitable d orbitals on phosphorus
to participate in Jt-bonding.

The glass transition temperatures for a few representative poly-
phosphazenes are given in Table 3.8.

The parent polyphosphazenes [NPF2]n and [NPCl2]n, have extremely low
glass transition temperatures of -95 °C and -66 °C respectively. This data
suggests that these polymers have a lot of torsional freedom or skeletal
flexibility. Only below the glass transition temperatures all the torsional
motion of the polymers is arrested.

Substituting the chlorines in [NPCl2]n by alkoxy groups lowers the Tg's:
[NP(OCH3)2]n (-74 °C). This trend continues up to the ra-butoxy derivative
[NP(O«Bu)2]n(-105 °C). The presence of trifluoroethoxy groups or ether-
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oxy groups also helps to keep the Tg lower: [NP(OCH2CF3)2]n (-66 °C);
[NP(OCH2CH2OCH2CH2OCH3)2]n (-84 °C).

Table 3.8. Glass-transition temperatures of various types of polyphosphazenes

S.No
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

27

28

29
30
31
32
33
34

[NPCl2]n

[NPF2]n

[NP(NCS)2]n

[NP(OCH3)2]n

[NP(OCH2CH3)2]n

[NP(OCH2CH2CH3)2]n

[NP(OCH2CH2CH2CH3)2]n

[NP(OCH2Ph)2]n

[NP(OCH2CH2Ph)2]n

[NP(OCH2CH2CH2Ph)2]n

[NP(OCH2CH2 OCH3)2]n

[NP(OCH2CH2OCH2CH2OCH3)2]n

[NP(OCH2CH2-O-C6H4-Jp-C6H4-jp-I)2]n

[NP(OCH2CF3)2]n

[NP(OCH2CF3CF3)2]n

[NP(OCH2CH2O-C6H5-Ti6-Cr(CO)3)2]n

[NP(OC6H5)2]„
[NP(O-C6H4-p-C6H5)2]n

[NP(O-C6H4-SiMe3-/7)2]n

[NP(O-C6H4-Br-jp)2]n

[NP(NHCH3)2]n

[NP(NHEt)2]n

[NP(NHCH2COOEt)2]n

[NP(NH(CH2)3SiMe20SiMe3)2]n

[NP(NHC6H5)2]n

[NP(NHAd)x(OCH2CF3)y]n

x = 1.06; y = 0.94
[NP(NHAd)x(OCH2CF3)y]n

x = 0.42; y = 1.58
[NP(OAd)x(OCH2CF3)]y

x = 0 .8 ;y=1 .2
[(NPCl2)2NP(N=PCl3)2]n

[(NPCl2)2NP(Cl)(N=PCl3)]n

[(NPF2)2(NP(F)(Ph))]n

[NP(CH3)2]n

[NP(Ph)(Me)]n

[{NP(Me)2}{NP(Me)(Ph)}]n

-66
-95
-57
-74
-84

-100
-105
-31
-33
-47
-75
-84

+111
-66
-25
+43
-8

+93
+27
+44
+14
+30
-23
-67
+91

+180

+40

+46

-37
-41
-69
-46
+37
-3

The Tg s of poly(aminophosphazenes) are higher than [NPCl2]n. Thus,

[NP(NHCH3)2]n has a Tg of+14 °C. In the aniline derivative [NP(NHPh)2]n
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the glass transition temperature increases to +91 °C. While full replace-
ment of chlorines from [NPCl2]n by the sterically hindered adamantyl
amine does not occur, even the partially substituted polymer
[NP(NHAd)x(OCH2CF3)y]n ( x = 1.06; y = 0.94) has a glass transition tem-
perature of +180 °C! This is one of the highest Tg's known for a poly-
phosphazene.

The polyphosphazene [NP(Me)2]n has a Tg of -46 °C. Replacing the
methyl groups gradually by phenyl groups increases the Tg.
[{NP(Me)2} {NP(Me)(Ph)}]n (-3 °C); [NP(Me)(Ph)]n (+37 °C).

The Tg s of a few selected polymers in their increasing order are given in
Fig. 3.54.

O(CH 2 ) 3 CH 3

-N=P-1-
I ' n

O(CH 2 ) 3 CH 3

-105 °C

OCH2CF3

-N=P-j-
I J n

OCH2CF3

-66 °C

C H 3

| 1 n
C H 3

-46 °C

OC 6 H 5

-N=P-1-
I ' n
OC6H5

-8°C

NHMe Ph NHPh NHAd

-4—N=P-l— 4-N=P- l - 4 -N=P- | -
l I 1 n l I 1 n l I I nI

Me
I
NHPh

+91 °C

I
NHMe

+14 °C +37 °C

Fig. 3.54 Selected poly(organophosphazene)s in the order of their increasing Tg

OCH2CF3

+180°C

What is the relationship of the glass transition temperatures with the
structures of polyphosphazenes? Small-sized substituents on phosphorus
(such as chlorine or fluorine) aid in low Tg's. Thus,
poly(fluorophosphazene)s which contain small-sized fluorine substituents
(and because fluorines have very poor van der Waals interactions) have
very low Tg's.

Replacing the small-sized groups with larger sized ones always invaria-
bly leads to increase in Tg's. Side-chains that themselves are flexible and
which create free-volume (meaning inefficient packing as a result of a ten-
dency not to crystallize well) also lead to low Tg's.

Groups that can bring about intermolecular alignment will tend to bring
more order and result in greater Tg's. Thus, poly(aminophosphazene)s that
contain -NHR groups can have large intermolecular hydrogen bonding in-
teractions. This will result in decreased flexibility and increased Tg. Thus,
the adamantylamine-containing polymer is the one with the highest Tg

measured for any polyphosphazene.
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3.3.11 Potential Applications of Polyphosphazenes

Polyphosphazenes are being viewed with interest with regard to various
kinds of applications [21]. Their special features such as backbone flexibil-
ity and the presence of inorganic elements in the backbone can give new
applications. Thus, the fluoroethoxy polymer [NP(OCH2CF3)2]n has a Tgof
-66 °C and is flexible up to this temperature. The copolymer
[NP(OCH2CF3)(OCH2(CF2)3CF2H)]nis flexible up to ~ -70 °C. These poly-
mers can be used in unconventional elastomeric applications where flexi-
bility at low temperatures is critical. The second advantage that polymers
such as [NP(OCH2CF3)(OCH2(CF2)3CF2H)]n possess is that unlike normal
organic polymers these are completely resistant to hydrocarbon fluids.
Several applications that can utilize these special properties are being ex-
plored.

As noted earlier the contact angle of [NP(OCH2CF3)2]n is comparable to
that of Teflon. Thus, many applications that require hydrophobicity can be
met by this class of polymers. In addition, polymers of this type have been
noted for their biocompatibilty. In view of this, [NP(OCH2CF3)2]n along
with [NP(OPh)2]n are being looked upon as candidates for body parts such
as cardiovascular parts or as coatings for pacemakers.

Another type of application can arise from the hydrolytic instability of
certain poly(aminophosphazene)s such as those that contain amino acid es-
ter side-groups (Fig. 3.55).

NHCH2COOEt NHCH(R)COOEt

4 - N = P 4 - -4~N=p-r

NHCH2COOEt NHCH(R)COOEt

Fig. 3.55. Polyphosphazenes containing amino acid ester side-groups

Polymers [NP(NHCH2COOEt)2]n and [NP(NHCH(R)COOEt)2]n de-
grade slowly in biological media to afford innocuous by-products such as
ammonia, phosphate, amino acid and ethanol. These polymers are looked
upon for utility in drug-delivery or for soluble sutures. Polyphosphazenes
are also being investigated as fire-retarding additives to conventional
polymers such as polyurethanes. Many other types of applications can be
envisaged for this family of polymers. These can be achieved by appropri-
ate design of the polymeric system. Some of these have already been men-
tioned in the section on modifications of polyphosphazenes [21]. The im-
portant point to note is that unlike other polymeric systems it is easier with
polyphosphazenes to visualize an application and tailor the polymer ac-
cordingly. Two examples of this approach are shown below.
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3.3.11.1 Polyphosphazene Solid Electrolytes

Transport of ions is facilitated through a medium which is known as an
electrolyte. This process leads to ionic conduction. Conventionally, the
electrolyte is a liquid which mediates ion-transport [36, 37]. However, in
recent years there is considerable interest in designing solids in general and
polymers in particular that can function as electrolytes. The main idea is
that if solids can be used as electrolytes, the weight and volume occupied
by the liquid electrolyte can be avoided. Several solids such as ß-alumina
have been used as solid electrolytes.

It is more advantageous to use a polymer for such a purpose. The poly-
mer has the advantageous features of the solid (reduction in weight and
volume) while retaining the benefits of the liquid. Thus, the most impor-
tant advantage of the liquid electrolyte is that the electrodes (which are al-
most always solids) are always in contact with the electrolyte. If the elec-
trolyte is also a solid, this is a problem and perfect contact is an issue
particularly since charge-discharge cycles lead to change in electrode di-
mensions. This is to say that the shape of the electrodes is modified while
the device is being used and this can cause a problem. This is not a prob-
lem if the electrolyte is a liquid; irrespective of the change of shape, the
electrodes will be always in contact. But if the electrolyte is also a solid,
then retention of contact can be a major problem.

Polymers can be cast into thin films and can be sandwiched between
electrodes. This will allow retention of contact since polymers are flexible
and can adapt to the dimensional changes that occur at the electrode.

Obviously all polymers cannot be used as electrolytes. They need to be
amorphous, have a large free-volume as indicated by low Tg's and should
possess donor atoms (such as oxygens) that can bind and transport the
metal ions. Poly(ethyleneoxide), (CH2CH2O)n, has been the most investi-
gated polymer for the purpose of electrolytes. Through its oxygen atoms in
the polymer backbone it can bind to various alkali and alkaline earth metal
ions and the complexes formed have been shown to be semiconducting.
However, the room temperature conductivity of PEO-metal salt complexes
is quite low because PEO has a large crystalline phase.

Polyphosphazenes have an intrinsic skeletal flexibility and therefore can
be designed as polymer electrolytes. Reaction of
poly(dichlorophosphazene), [NPCl2]n, with the sodium salt of methoxyeth-
oxyethanol affords the etheroxy-side-chain containing polymer (see Eq.
3.64).
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U RONa r ?R, (3.64)

Cl OR

R = —CH2CH2-O-CH2CH2OCH3

The polymer [NP(OCH2CH2OCH2CH2OCH3)2]n is a completely amor-
phous polymer with a Tg of -84 °C. This polymer as well as other related
polymers of the above type can be complexed with lithium salts such as
LiCF3SO3, LiBF4, LiClO4 etc., to afford polymer-salt complexes. Essen-
tially the etheroxy side-chain-containing polymers act as solvents and the
metal salt dissolves in the polymer to afford a solid solution. The ionic
conductivities of such polymers are quite promising (10~5-10"4 Scm"1) [21,
38]. Such polymer-salt complexes have been shown to be semi-
conducting.

3.3.11.2 Polyphosphazenes with Second-Order Nonlinear
Optical Properties

Materials with unusual optical properties such as nonlinear optical proper-
ties (NLO) are of great interest from the point of view of developing new
optoelectronic materials. The nonlinear optical property is manifested in
the material by the conversion of light of frequency co into light of fre-
quency 2(0. In simple organic molecules this property has been shown to
arise from the presence of a donor and an acceptor group that are separated
from each other by a conjugated spacer group. Usually such molecules are
noncentrosymmetric. The advantages of these polymers such as their film-
forming capability and flexibility can be useful in incorporating NLO
properties. Thus, one possible approach that can be used for preparing
polyphosphazenes that contain NLO properties is outlined in Fig. 3.56.
This approach can be summarized as follows:

1. A suitable NLO-exhibiting organic molecule with a terminal
functional group such as NH2 or OH needs to be prepared.

2. Reaction of such functional organic NLO groups with [NPCl2]n

affords partially or fully substituted derivatives.
3. Such polymer molecules can be aligned by heating them up to

their Tg temperatures. This is required so that the polymer mole-
cules are allowed full skeletal mobility, at which point of time
application of electrical field is applied so as to preferentially
orient the polymer molecules.

4. Examine if such polymers have special NLO properties.
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ci NaOCH2CF3
OCH2CF3

CI CI

O(CH2CH2O)k

"OCH2CH2

R =

R =

CH3

R = OCH2CH2

CH3CH2

NO,
RONa

OCH2CF3

OR

^N—O N°2

Fig. 3.56. Synthesis of polyphosphazenes containing NLO-imparting organic side-
groups

The acceptor part of the NLO motif is generally the NO2 group, while
the donor is the amino or the etheroxy unit. These are separated by either a
C6H4CH=CHC6H4, C6H4 or C6H4N=N-C6H4 spacer group. Polymers pre-
pared in this way have been shown to be amorphous and form optical qual-
ity films. Although these polymers showed second-order harmonic genera-
tion, this behavior decays after the removal of the electric field [39].
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4 Cyclophosphazene-Containing Polymers

4.1 Introduction

hi the previous chapter we have seen inorganic polymers that contained a
[P=N] backbone. These polymers can be prepared by two principal meth-
ods.

1. Ring-opening polymerization of monomers such as N3P3C16 or
N3P3CI5R to the corresponding linear polymers followed by replace-
ment of chlorines on the macromolecules by a variety of nucleophiles
to afford polymers that contain P-0 or P-N linked side-chains.

2. Catalytic or uncatalyzed polymerization of various kinds of N-
silylphosphoranimines such as Me3SiNPCl3, Me3SiNPRRX
(X=OCH2CF3, OPh, Cl). This method is the most important route for
the preparation of poly(alkyl/arylphosphazene)s.

V G

R

II,

N 'R
/

R

1
P

^K i R

„ H" N H" N
G x l II I II

V x
^ N H-' N

I I I I l

K

X

G~
P-%- ^ P \ —-d N \\\ /

3

Fig. 4.1. Different kinds of cyclophosphazene-containing polymers
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In this chapter we will examine polymers that contain intact cyclophos-
phazene units [1-4]. Examples of these kinds of polymers are shown in
Fig. 4.1.

Polymer 1 (Fig. 4.1) is essentially an organic polymer containing a car-
bon backbone. We have seen in Chap. 2 that several types of organic poly-
mers could be prepared by polymerizing vinyl monomers of the type
CH2=CHG by various types of initiators (see Eq. 4.1). The polymer prop-
erties could be varied significantly by change of the group G. Thus, for ex-
ample, polystyrene prepared by polymerizing styrene (G = Ph) has com-
pletely different properties than poly(vinylchloride) prepared by
polymerizing vinylchloride (G = Cl). In polymer 1, the G group is an intact
cyclophosphazene unit. These polymers are potentially very promising be-
cause the type of cyclophosphazene group that can be appended to the or-
ganic backbone can be varied considerably and hence the properties of the
resulting polymers can also be accordingly varied.

Free-radical (4 1)
or \ • J

C H 2 :
I Ionic initiators

or r i
: 2 = C H -4CH2—CH4-

I Ionic initiators I n

Polymer 2 (Fig. 4.1) is an example of a condensation polymer where a
difunctional cyclophosphazene can react with an organic or an inorganic
difunctional reagent to afford a linear polymer. These polymers contain the
cyclophosphazene ring as a repeat motif in the polymer backbone. These
polymers have also been termed cyclolinear polymers. In this type of poly-
mers also, the scope for variation is considerable, although in practice this
has not been realized. Polymers of the type 3 (Fig. 4.1) are examples of in-
termolecularly crosslinked cyclophosphazenes. These are reminiscent of
thermoset polymers such as phenol-formaldehyde or melamine-
formaldehyde resins. The presence of the cyclophosphazene units in the
crosslinked matrix is expected to impart special properties. However, this
family of polymers also has not yet fulfilled the promise that they seem to
hold.

4.2 Polymers Containing Cyclophosphazenes as Pendant
Groups

Most of the polymers that contain cyclophosphazenes as pendant groups
are prepared by polymerizing cyclophosphazene containing vinyl mono-
mers. The vinyl group is attached to the cyclophosphazene ring either di-
rectly or through a spacer group. Recently, alternative procedures are also



4.2 Polymers Containing Cyclophosphazenes as Pendant Groups 157

becoming available for the assembly of these types of polymers. These will
be considered at the end.

Since cyclophosphazene-containing vinyl monomers are really a special
case of CH2=CHG type of monomers where G is a cyclophosphazene
group, in principle all the polymerization methods for polymerizing con-
ventional vinyl monomers should also be equally effective for this system.
In practice, however, only the free-radical methods have so far been found
to be successful. Recently, ring-opening metathesis polymerization has
also been successfully implemented in this system. The apparent limita-
tions of the other methods of polymerization with respect to the cyclo-
phosphazene-containing vinyl monomers arise from the following factors:

1. If halogenocyclophosphazenes are the pendant groups, clearly anionic
initiators (such as n-butyllithium) or reactive organometallic initiators
(such as Ziegler-Natta catalysts) cannot be used because they would
first react with the more reactive P-X bonds before they can initiate
polymerization.

2. Similarly, cationic initiators such as protic or Lewis acids are also not
very effective as polymerization catalysts for these systems. The ba-
sicity of the skeletal nitrogen atoms of the cyclophosphazene rings
overwhelms the reactivity of the cationic initiators towards olefin po-
lymerization. Thus, the cyclophosphazene rings are readily protonated
or metalated and thus prevent both protic and Lewis acids from initia-
tion of polymerization.

In view of the above, the most effective method for polymerizing cyclo-
phosphazene-containing vinyl monomers is by using free-radical initiators.
Before this aspect is considered let us first examine the strategies for the
preparation of such monomers. Clearly the entry to such molecules lies in
the application of the nucleophilic substitution of halogenocyclophos-
phazenes as the synthetic strategy to generate structural units such as
cyclophosphazene-R-CH=CH2. This can be achieved by the following
means:

1. The vinyl group can be directly attached to the cyclophos-
phazene group through a P-C bond by attack of a suitable car-
banion on a halogenocyclophosphazene. Another way this can
be done is by having the vinyl group separated from the reac-
tive carbanion part by means of a spacer group.

2. Alternatively, the means of attaching the vinyl group to the
cyclophosphazene molecule could be through a P-0 or a P-N
bond. The simplest example would be to generate a P-O-
CH=CH2 linkage. Again, in this case a spacer group could be
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used to separate the vinyl moiety from the cyclophosphazene
to generate the P-O-R-CH=CH2 unit.

Examples where the vinyl moiety is linked to the cyclophosphazene
through an amino group are limited. In the following section we will look
at the actual methods of synthesizing cyclophosphazene-containing vinyl
monomers. We will first examine monomers where the vinyl group is
linked to the cyclophosphazene molecule through a P-C bond. This will be
followed by looking at examples where the linkage is through the P-0
bond.

4.2.1 Synthesis of Cyclophosphazene Monomers Containing
Vinyl Groups

Allen and coworkers have looked at the reactions of N3P3F6 with organo-
lithium reagents as a means to achieve the synthesis of cyclophosphazene
monomers [5-7]. The choice of N3P3F6 is deliberate. It may be recalled that
fluorocylophosphazenes are much better substrates than chlorocyclophos-
phazenes towards organolithium reagents. The success would lie in isolat-
ing the monosubstituted derivative in preference to other compounds.
More than one vinyl group on the cyclophosphazene moiety would not be
desirable because polymerization of such monomers would afford
crosslinked products. The reaction of N3P3F6 with 2-propenyllithium in an
appropriate stoichiometric ratio affords N3P3F5[C(CH3)=CH2] (4) as a dis-
tillable liquid [5]. Using a similar strategy monomers 5 and 6 were also
synthesized [6, 7] (Fig. 4.2).

CH3

X C=CH 2

LiC(CH3)=CH2

"L i F

CH3

,C=CH2
OEt /

AS /v%
5 6

Fig. 4.2. Fluorocyclophosphazene-containing vinyl monomers



4.2 Polymers Containing Cyclophosphazenes as Pendant Groups 159

In the monomers 4 and 5 the vinyl group is directly attached to the
cyclophosphazene unit and these monomers are 1,1-disubstituted ethylenes
of the type RRC=CH2. Monomer 6 also belongs to this type although the
cyclophosphazene is separated from the vinyl unit by means of the phenyl
group which functions as a spacer.

In view of the fact that this synthetic method cannot be applied to
chlorocyclophosphazenes, alternative procedures have to be used in this
case to prepare monomers where the vinyl group is attached to the cyclo-
phosphazene unit by means of a P-C bond. It may be recalled that the reac-
tion of chlorocyclophosphazenes with Grignard reagents in presence of or-
ganocopper reagents affords a phosphazene-magnesio-cuprate intermediate
which can lead to the formation of hydridocyclophosphazene by quenching
the reaction with isopropanol [8, 9] (Fig. 4.3).

Bu

a RMgX

No

CI CI CI CI

/-PrOH V
CI

Fig. 4.3. Synthesis of hydridocyclophosphazenes

Reaction of the hydridocyclophosphazene with an excess of acetylchlo-
ride in the presence of the base triethylamine results in the formation of the
monomer 7 (see Eq. 4.2).

(4.2)

P

O

O—C—CH3

/ C = C H 2

ci
P

N r

CI

X'ss CH3COCI

2Et3N
-2Et3N.HCI CI

The formation of 7 occurs through a complicated reaction mechanism. It
is believed that initial reaction between gem-N3P3Cl4(iPr)(H) and acetyl
chloride leads to the formation of the expected product viz.,
N3P3Cl4(/Pr)(C(O)CH3). Abstraction of a proton from this molecule by the
base leads to the carbanion [N3P3Cl4(rPr)(C(O)CH2)]. Rearrangement of
the carbanion occurs so that the enolate anion [N3P3Cl4(/Pr)(C(O)CH2)] is
generated. Reaction of the enolate anion with another molecule of acetyl-
chloride leads to the formation of 7 [10]. The by-product in this reaction is
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triethylammoniumhydrochloride. Compund 7 also is a 1,1-disubstituted
ethylene similar to monomers 4-6. However, unlike the monomers 4, 5 and
6, 7 is a tetrachlorocyclophosphazene where an organic group (/Pr) is lo-
cated geminally on the same phosphorus that contains the vinyl group. An-
other method of synthesis involves the reaction of the N3P3C16 with isopro-
pylmagnesium chloride in the presence of the Cu(I) reagent. The resulting
phosphazane-magnesio-cuprate intermediate is allowed to react with OHC-
C6H4-p-CH=CH2 to afford 8 (Fig. 4.4). Notice that in this reaction the
phosphazene-magnesio-cuprate behaves as a nucleophile and attacks the
carbonyl carbon of the aromatic aldehyde. This results in the formation of
aP-Cbond[l l] .

c'xcl

H' N
P^ P

N

RMgX

Cl
[n-Bu3PCul |

Bu

ci'

/ C l

vci

Cl Cl Cl Cl

OHC-C6H4-p—CH=CH2

OH

iP\ HC—<Q>—CH=CH2

l l / L

a'

Fig. 4.4. Synthesis of gew-N3P3Cl4(!Pr)[CH(OH)-C6H4-/7-CH=CH2]

In a variation of the above procedure the phosphazane-magnesio-cuprate
is reacted with acetaldehyde to generate 9. Compound 9 contains a reactive
hydroxyl group. Consequently, the reaction of 9 with methacryloyl chlo-
ride affords 10 (see Eq. 4.3) [11].

Me

CP \ ^CHOH

CH2=C(Me)CCI
a x i

a Cl

Me O CH3

—C=CH2

Cl

(4.3)

10
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Compound 9 can be dehydrated by an appropriate dehydrating agent to
afford a carbon-carbon double bond. However, direct dehydration was not
highly successful. A modification of this procedure involving the reaction
of 9 with MeSO2Cl to afford N3P3Cl4[(*PrXOSO2Me)]. Elimination of the
sulfonium group from this compound is assisted by the base DBU to afford
the cyclophosphazene-substituted propene, N3P3Cl4[(z'Pr)(C(Me)=CH2]
(11) (Fig. 4.5) [12].

Me 9 H a

I I
lP l \ ^HOSC^Me 'P \ /C=CH2

r . N ^ N _. MeSO2CI N ^ N _, DBU N̂ N _.
CIN| M/Cl .. CIN| M /Cl • CIN| ii/CI

11

Fig. 4.5. Synthesis of ge7M-N3P3Cl4(!Pr)[C(CH3)=CH2]

In all of the above monomers the vinyl group is attached to the cyclo-
phosphazene ring by means of a P-C bond. A simpler way of preparing the
cyclophosphazene containing vinyl monomers is to use oxygen nucleo-
philes.

The simplest vinyl-containing monomer viz., N3P3C15OCH=CH2 (12) is
prepared by the reaction of LiOCH=CH2 with N3P3C16 (see Eq. 4.4) [13,
14].

ciN 7ci c i x p—CH=CH2 (4-4)

„. N ^ N r . CH2=CHOLi N^N „.
c l \ l Il/Cl c l \ l Il/Cl

/ P^M-P \ / P ^M- P \

Cl N Cl Cl N Cl

12

The anion LiOCH=CH2 is formed in the reaction of tetrahydrofuran
with n-butyllithium (see Eq. 4.5).

C4H8O + nC4H9Li *• LiOCH=CH2 + C2H4 + C4H10

The reaction of LiOCH=CH2 with N4P4C18 leads to the formation of the
monosubstituted derivative N4P4C17(OCH=CH2) (13) [15]. This represents
a rare example of a cyclotetraphosphazene that contains a vinyl group (see
Eq. 4.6).

ci <pi ci c. ( 4 . 6 )

CI-P=N-P-CI cH2,CHONa CI-P=N-P-OCH=CH2

N N •" N N

Cl—P—N=P—Cl Cl—P—N=P—Cl
I I I I
Cl Cl Cl Cl

13
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Inoue and coworkers have used 4'-vinyl-4-biphenylol, OH-C6H4-/>-
C6H4-/?-CH=CH2 to prepare cyclophosphazenes that contain a long biphe-
nyl spacer group to separate the vinyl group from the cyclophosphazene
ring. Thus, the reaction of N3P3C16 with OH-C6H4-/7-C6H4-/?-CH=CH2 in
the presence of triethylamine as the hydrogen chloride acceptor, affords
the monosubstituted cyclophosphazene N^ClsfO-CeKU-p-CöFLr/»-
CH=CH2] (14) (Fig. 4.6). The fluoro-analogue 15 can be prepared by the
reaction of N3P3F6 with the sodium salt of 4'-vinyl-4-biphenylol. The
monomers 12, 13, 14 and 15 are monomers of the type CH2=CHG i.e.,
mono substituted ethylenes [16].

CH=CH2

C, f % C. HO-C6H4-p-C6H4-CH=CH2 c l ^ N c ,

P P B N P ^ P

14

p ' \ A-1 \~->/ \^/ "CH—CH9

^ P C NaO-C6H4-p-C6H4—CH=CH2
P NK N c »-

F>\ P " N a F

15

Fig. 4.6. Preparation of N3P3X5[O-C6H4-/>-C6H4-/>-CH=CH2] (X = Cl, F)

Another example of the synthesis of a cyclophosphazene monomer con-
taining the vinyl group relies on an entirely different synthetic strategy.
Thus, partial hydrolysis of hexakis-trifluorethoxycyclotriphosphazene af-
fords [N3P3(OCH2CF3)5(O)]. This is reacted with methacryloylchloride to
afford [N3P3(OCH2CF3)5(OC(O)C(CH3)=CH2) (16) (see Eq. 4.7) [17].

ff <?* (4 .7 )
t-H3 I

•i *• \ / OH2—O CGI J * \ /

CF3CH2O I 11 OCH2CF3 ^. CF3CH2O 1 |j OCH2CF3

ÖF£,H2O ^H" XOCH2CF3 CF3CH2O/ ^ N ^ XOCH2CF3

16

A more elaborate synthesis involving the preparation of a methacryloyl
containing cyclophosphazene is shown in Fig. 4.7. Thus, the reaction of
N3P3C16 with the sodium salt of /»-hydroxybenzaldehyde affords
N3P3Cl5(O-C6H4-p-CHO). Replacement of all the chlorine atoms from this
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compound by trifluoroethoxy substituents leads to the formation of
N3P3(OCH2CF3)5(O-C6H4-p-CHO). At this stage the aldehyde functional
group is reduced with the aid of the reducing agent NaBH4. This yields the
compound N3P3(OCH2CF3)5(O-C6H4:p-CH2OH). The hydroxyl group af-
fords the opportunity of linking the methacryloyl group. Accordingly, re-
acting N3P3(OCH2CF3)g(O-C6H4-/?-CH2OH) with methacryloyl chloride af-
fords the monomer N3P3(OCH2CF3)5(O-C6H4-/>CH2OC(O)C(Me)=CH2)
(17) (Fig. 4.7) [17].

c lxc l
N ' Nl\l Il/
P R

OHC- -ONa

Cl Cl

CHO

Cl

RONa

CHO

Ro' N \ )R RO IN OR

CH2=C(Me)CCI

O Me

-O—C—C=CH2

R = -CH2CF3

17

Fig. 4.7. Synthesis of N3P3(OCH2CF3)5[O-C6H4-j9-CH2-OC(O)C(Me)=CH2]

IN IN A .

/YN Cl

5.7NaOR

-NaCI

R 0>cc l
NaOCH-

-NaCI

RO OR

RO, N^ N

Rd ' N N0R

Fig. 4.8. Synthesis of norbornenyl cyclophosphazenes

R =-(CH2CH2O)XCH3

x = 1,2,3

18
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Recently, norbornenyl cyclophosphazenes, [N3P3(OR)5(OCH2Nor)] (18)
(Nor = norbornenyl) have been synthesized by the reaction of N3P3(OR)5C1
with Nor-CH2ONa (Fig. 4.8). Monomers of the type 18 have been con-
verted by ring-opening metathesis polymerization (ROMP) into organic
polymers containing cyclophosphazene pendant groups as shown later in
this chapter [18].

The 31P-NMR data along with the melting point/boiling point data for a
few selected cyclophosphazene monomers are given in Table 4.1.

Table 4.1. 31P-NMR data and the melting point/boiling point data for a few se-
lected cyclophosphazene monomers

S.No
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Compound
N3P3F5[C(OMe)=CH2]

Mp (Bp) °C: (25-30, 0.02 mm)
N3P3F5[C(OEt)=CH2]

Mp (Bp) °C: (25, 0.02 mm)
N3P3F5[C6H4-jP-C(CH3)=CH2]

Mp (Bp) °C: (50-52, 0.04 mm)
N3P3C15(OCH=CH2)

Mp (Bp) °C: 50-52
N3P3Cl5(OC6H4-/>-C6H4-/>-
CH=CH2)

Mp(Bp)°C: 113
gem-N3P3Cl4(/Pr)[C(Me)=CH2]

Mp (Bp) °C: 48.5-50.5

gem-
N3P3Cl4(iPr)[C(OCOMe)=CH2]

Mp (Bp) °C: 34.0-36.0
N3P3(OR)5(OCH2Nor)
R = CH2CH2-OCH3

Nor = Norbornyl

Mp (Bp) °C: (Oil)

§ PX2 § P(X)(R)
9.45 25.18

9.05 25.49

9.25 35.44

23.40 13.20

21.46 11.25

18.20 40.20
(5P(;Pr)(C(Me)

=CH2)
19.40 30.5

(5P((Pr)(C(OCO
Me)=CH2)

14.8-16.7 ppm (a broad
peak is seen centered
above the two halves)

The fluorocyclophosphazene derivatives N3P3F5[C(OMe)=CH2],
N3P3F5[C(OEt)=CH2] and N3P3F5[C6H4-p-C(CH3)=CH2] as well as the
pentachlorovinyloxycyclotriphosphazene, N3P3C15(OCH=CH2) are distil-
lable liquids. In contrast the norbornenyl compounds
N3P3(OR)5(OCH2Nor) are oils. The geminal cyclophosphazenes gem-
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N3P3CU(iTr)[C(OCOMe)=€H2] and ge/w-N3P3CU(ff*)[C(Me)=CH2] are
low-melting solids while the biphenyloxy derivative N3P3Cl5(OC6H4-p-
C6H4-p-CH=CH2) is a solid which melts at 113 °C. Except of the no-
rbornenyl derivatives the rest of these show an AB2 or AX2 type of 31P-
NMR spectra.

4.2.2 Polymerization of Cyclophosphazene Monomers

4.2.2.1 Polymerization of Fluorocyclophosphazene Monomers

Attempts to polymerize the propenylfluorophosphazene monomer
N3P3F5[C(Me)=CH2] by free-radical methods have not been successful (see
Eq. 4.8) [19].

<pH3 (4.8)
FN /C=CH2

A I B N
F \ I II F \ / „ No Homopolymerization

P P

F N F

This was attributed to two features: (1) The N3P3F5 group exerts a o-
electron withdrawing effect on the vinyl group. (2) The vinyl monomer is
sterically hindered as it has two substituents on the same carbon. One of
these is the N3P3F5 group which is sterically encumbered.

The monomers, N3P3F5[C(OMe)=CH2] and N3P3F5[C(OEt)=CH2] have
been designed with a view to alleviate the electronic factors by having the
electron-releasing -OR groups directly placed on the vinyl group. The
monomer N3P3F5[C6H4-/?-C(CH3)=CH2] contains a phenyl group that sepa-
rates the vinyl moiety from the cyclophosphazene ring. This structural fea-
ture is aimed at reducing the steric effects at the vinyl group. In spite of
modifying the original monomer design by these innovations it was ob-
served that none of these monomers could be homopolymerized by free-
radical initiators [20, 21].

However, copolymerization of the monomers 4-6 with organic mono-
mers such as styrene or methyl methacrylate was successful (Fig. 4.9) [19-
21].
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CH3

Benzoyl peroxide

70 °C

,. N

19

CH
CH3

C=CH2

HC=CH,

AIBN

60 °C

20

CH
CH3

,C=CH2

Me

C=CH2

* ^OMe

AIBN

60 °C

21

Fig. 4.9. Copolymerization of fluorocyclophosphazene-containing vinyl mono-
mers with organic monomers

The following is the summary of the copolymerization behavior of the
fluorocyclophosphazene monomers.

1. The copolymers obtained are true copolymers and not a mixture of
two homopolymers. This is indicated by the presence of a single
glass transition temperature. For example, glass transition tem-
peratures of polystyrene and poiy(methylmethacrylate) are 100
and 114 °C. Single glass transition temperatures at 112 °C for
polymer 19 (about 43% of cyclophosphazene) and 151 °C for
polymer 20 (about 40% of cyclophosphazene) were detected.
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2. The cyclophosphazene group does not undergo degradation during
the process of polymerization. The 31P-NMR chemical shifts of the
co-polymers are similar to those observed for the monomers.

3. The molecular weights of the co-polymers vary considerably. For
example, polymer 19 has Mw's up to 90-100,000 with a PDI of 1.1
to 1.7. The general trend observed is that the molecular weights of
the polymers decrease with an increase in the cyclophosphazene
content.

4. The maximum incorporation of cyclophosphazene in the co-
polymer occurs in the case of the least sterically hindered mono-
mer 6 (in the copolymer 20). The maximum amount of cyclophos-
phazene incorporation in 20 has been estimated to be about 67%.
In contrast, the incorporation of the sterically hindered monomer
N3P3F5[C(CH3)=CH2] 4 in its polystyrene copolymers 19 is con-
siderably less. Up to a maximum of 38% incorporation has been
observed.

5. All the copolymers are self-extinguishing polymers. Incorporation
of the cyclophosphazene units imparts the organic polymer with
excellent flame-retardant properties. Other thermal properties for
these copolymers are not drastically altered in comparison to the
homopolymers.

4.2.2.2 Polymerization of Chlorocyclophosphazene Monomers

The l,l'-disubstituted olefins such as gem-N3P3Cl4(/Pr)[C(OC(O)CH3)
=CH2)] (7) and gem-N3P3Cl40"Pr)[C(CH3)=CH2)] (11), also do not undergo
homopolymerization. This is similar to what was observed with the fluoro-
cyclophosphazene monomers 4-6 [17]. Copolymerization of 7 and 11 with
monomers such as styrene and methyl methacrylate does, however, occur.
Other chlorocyclophosphazene monomers that have a spacer unit that
separates the vinyl group from the cyclophosphazene ring have been suc-
cessfully homopolymerized [17, 22]. The spacer can just be an oxygen
atom as it is for the monomers N3P3C15(OCH=CH2) (12) or
N4P4Cl7(OCH=CH2) (13). Examples of homopolymers prepared from
chlorocyclophosphazene monomers are shown in Fig. 4.10.
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Fig. 4.10. Homopolymers containing cyclophosphazene pendant groups
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The homopolymerization of N3P3Cl5(OCH=CH2) (12) and
N4P4Cl7(OCH=CH2) (13) can be accomplished successfully in the bulk to
afford high-molecular-weight polymers (Fig. 4.11) [22]. The polymeriza-
tion of the vinyloxy cyclophosphazenes N3P3Cl5(OCH=CH2) (12) and
N4P4Cl7(OCH=CH2) (13) occurs in the bulk and is catalyzed by AIBN at
65 °C. This process affords the homopolymers 22 and 23. However, the at-
tempted polymerization reactions of N3P3X5(OCH=CH2) [(X =
F,OCH3,OCH2CF3,N(CH3)2] have not been successful. The Mw of the poly-
mer 22 was found to be around 500,000 with a PDI of 1.29. The Mw of 23
was determined as 210,000, while the Mn was found to be 8,000. Determi-
nation of the molecular weight by membrane osmometry revealed it to be
136,000. The molecular weights of both 22 and 23 are sufficiently high to
allow them to form films. Both 22 and 23 are soluble in a large variety of
organic solvents and are film-forming polymers. The glass transition tem-
peratures of 22 and 23 are 72 and 76 °C. These polymers decompose by a
two-step decomposition process, the first one occurring at 110 °C accom-
panied by the removal of two molecules of HC1. The second decomposi-
tion occurs at 400 °C. The char yield of these polymers at 700 °C is around
30%. These homopolymers are inflammable which is surprising in view of
the self-extinguishing nature of the copolymers of styrene containing
fluorocyclophosphazenes such as 19.

HC=CH2 - j -CH-CH2^

c'x° clx°
- . NK N n l AIBN NK N n ,
C l \ l \\P C l \ l I l /C l

/ P ^ M - P \ 6 5 ° C / P ^ M ' P \
cr N ci ci N ci

12 22

CH=CH 2 —(CH—CH2V-
M ' n

CI O CI O
I I I I

CI—P=N—P—CI CI—P=N—P—CI
I II AIBN I II
N N N N
II I 65 °C II I

CI—P—N=P—CI CI—P—N=P—CI
I I I I
CI CI CI CI

13 23

Fig. 4.11. Homopolymerization of N3P3C15(OCH=CH2) and N4P4C17(OCH=CH2)

The monomers N3P3C15(OCH=CH2) (12) and N4P4C17(OCH=CH2) (13)
are reminiscent of vinylacetate in their reluctance to copolymerize with
other organic monomers such as styrene. On the other hand, the monomers
12 and 13 could be copolymerized with each other to afford the interesting
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copolymer 31 which contains an almost equal proportion of the two
monomers (Fig. 4.12). This copolymer has a Mw of about 1,054,000 and a
Mn of 14,700.

CH=CH2

HC=CH2 |

c,x J> ?' ?
M^P^M C l P=N—P—Cl

C L M "\ l 11/°' + N N
^ R. I I I

X
C | Cl—P— N=P— Cl

Cl Cl

12

65 °C

13

AIBN

f(cH—CH2]-(CH-CH2)4

Cl

O N ' N r>\ ' ' '
\ l I l /C 1 N N

Cl—P=N—P—Cl
I II

N

Cl' N XCI CI-P-N=P-CI

Cl Cl

31

Fig. 4.12. Co-polymerization of N3P3C15(OCH=CH2) and N4P4C17(OCH=CH2)

Inoue and coworkers have used the biphenyloxy substituent as the
spacer group to separate the cyclophosphazene ring from the vinyl group.
This is very effective and homopolymerization as well as co-
polymerization of N3P3Cl5(O-C6H4:p-C6H4:p-CH=CH2) (14) and other
monomers of this type occurs very readily [16, 23, 24]. The homopoly-
merization of N3P3Cl5(O-C6H4-jp-C6H4-jp-CH=CH2) (14) and N3P3F5(O-
C6H4-jP-C6H4-p-CH=CH2) (15) or N3P3(OCH2CF3)5(O-C6H4-jp-C6H4-p-
CH=CH2) occurs in a solvent such as 1,2-dichloroethane. The polymeri-
zation is initiated by the free-radical initiator AIBN (Fig. 4.13). Maximum
molecular weights of 7,30,000 (Mw) and 98,000 (Mn) were found for the
polymer which contains the chlorocyclophosphazenes group as the pen-
dant. These polymers are soluble in a large number of organic solvents and
can be cast into films. Bulk polymerization of N3P3Cl5(O-C6H4-p-C6H4-p-
CH=CH2) (14) occurs between 170-250 °C to afford high-molecular-
weight polymers. Interestingly, heating at 250 °C does not lead to the ring-
opening of the cyclophosphazene ring.

The thermal behavior of the polymer 26 (X = Cl) is quite remarkable. It
is a self-extinguishing polymer as shown by simple flame-tests. Secondly,
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the polymers are thermally stable up to 300-400 °C. The char yield of the
polymer 26 (X = Cl) at 800 °C is greater than 60% even under air.

O ) - C H = C H 2

AIBN,65°C

1, 2-dichloroethane
x ' r "Vr \

X = Cl, F

26

Fig. 4.13. Homopolymerization of N3P3X5(O-C6H4-p-C6H4-p-CH=CH2) (X = Cl,

C l

AIBN, 65 CC
1, 2-dichloroethane 6 5 —^

4— C-CH24-\-C—CH24
I
c=o
OCH3

4—C-CH2-|—|-C-CH24
1 m 1 "

p) Co]

32

Fig. 4.14. Copolymerization of N3P3Cl5(O-C6H4-p-C6H4-/?-CH=CH2) with styrene
and acrylate monomers

N3P3Cl5(O-C6H4-/7-C6H4-p-CH=CH2) (14) can be copolymerized with a
variety of monomers such as styrene or acrylates such as methyl methacry-
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late, methyl acrylate or ethyl acrylate (Fig. 4.14) [25]. The Tg s of 26 (R =
Cl) and its copolymer with styrene (32) are around 76-88 °C. This may be
compared with the value found for polystyrene (100 °C). Copolymers such
as 32 are flame-resistant and have good thermal stability. A 64% char yield
for the polystyrene copolymer is achieved with about 50% cyclophos-
phazene incorporation in the copolymer.

4.2.3 Other Ways of Making Polymers Containing
Cyclophosphazene Pendant Groups

One of the recent methods that has been applied for preparing polymers
containing cyclophosphazene rings as pendant groups is by ring-opening
metathesis polymerization (ROMP). The principles involved in the appli-
cation of this strategy to cyclophosphazene monomers are as follows.

Monomers that are amenable for this type of polymerization are cyclic
compounds that contain a double bond. Normal methods of polymerization
will not be successful for such monomers. But by using metal carbene
catalysts such as the Grubb's catalyst, [{P(Cyc)3}2(Cl)2Ru(=CHPh)] [Cyc
= cyclohexyl], these monomers can be polymerized. Thus, the design of
the cyclophosphazene monomer should be carried out keeping the nature
of this catalyst in mind. Since the organometallic Grubb's catalyst is sensi-
tive to halogens, it is important that the cyclophosphazene monomer does
not contain any of these substituents. Accordingly, the monomer 18 con-
taining oligoetheroxy substituents was synthesized. All the monomers of
the structure 18 could be polymerized into medium-molecular-weight
polymers 34 with the help of Grubbs catalyst (Fig. 4.15) [18].

,H2

o O

R = (-CH2CH2O)XCH3

x = 1 , 2 , 3

34

Fig. 4.15. ROMP of norbomenyl cyclophosphazenes

The polymers 34 have very low glass transition temperatures. Thus, the
Tg's of the polymers 34 vary as a function of x in the oligoetheroxy side-
chains from -50 (x = 1) to -66.5 °C (x = 3). The presence of the double
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bonds in the backbone allows further reactions to be carried out. Thus, ep-
oxidation of the polymer 34 (x = 3) was carried out which converts the
gum-like polymer in to a solid albeit still with a lower Tg (-51.1 °C)

An interesting way of anchoring a cyclophosphazene to an organic
polymer consists of choosing a preformed organic polymer on which the
cyclophosphazene can be attached. This method differs from the previous
methods seen so far. Thus, this can be construed as a polymer modification
reaction involving an organic polymer. For example, a polymer obtained
from a modified styrene viz., Ph2P-p-C6H4-CH=CH2 contains phosphine
units as side-groups. Reaction of such a polymer can occur with azides by
the formation of P=N bonds. This reaction known as the Staudinger reac-
tion converts phosphorus in the oxidation state of+III to +V. Utilization of
this strategy on a copolymer of styrene and Ph2P-p-C6H4-CH=CH2 is
shown in Fig. 4.16 [26].

N l x ° R
,OR

-N,

-P OR •yOR

Rc/VN»
35

Fig. 4.16. Staudinger reaction of a phosphine-linked styrene co-polymer with a
cyclophosphazene azide.

4.2.4 Applications of Polymers Containing Cyclophosphazene
Pendant Groups

One of the important applications of cyclophosphazene pendant polymers
appears to be in the field of thermally stable and flame-retardant materials.
Thus, polymers such as 19, 20 and 26 have been shown to be self-
extinguishing [19-21], Polymer 26 has shown exceptional thermal stabili-
ties and has char yields as high as 60-65% even at high temperatures such
as 800 °C [23, 24]. Also it has been shown that incorporation of

in styrene and acrylate polymers
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(polymers 32 and 33) accords them with favorable flame-retardant and
high-temperature stability properties [25].

Many other applications of these polymers depend upon their design.
Analogous to the polyphosphazene family discussed in Chap. 3 these
polymers also can be modified considerably by careful design of the
monomers. Two types of applications that emanate from such designs are
illustrated below.

4.2.4.1 Polymer-Solid Electrolytes

We have seen in Chap. 3 that polyphosphazenes containing oligoethylene-
oxy side-groups, such as [NP(OCH2CH2OCH2CH2OCH3)2]n were very
good solvents for lithium salts such as LiClO4, LiCF3SO3 etc. The poly-
mer-salt complexes, thus formed, showed good ionic conductivity of the
order of 10~5 Scm"1. Similar applications have also been found for suitable
cyclophosphazene pendant polymers. This has been demonstrated in the
following way.

Inoue and coworkers have polymerized N3P3(OR)5(O-C6H4-p-C6H4-p-
CH=CH2) to afford medium-molecular-weight polymers 36 and 37 (Fig.
4.17) [27, 28]. Note that these polymers do not contain a flexible back-
bone. These are essentially substituted poly(styrene)s. However, these
polymers have low glass transition temperatures of -62 and -65 °C. These
low values are attributed to the flexibility of the oligooxoethylene substitu-
ents on the cyclophosphazene side-groups. Polymers 36 and 37 are amor-
phous and form complexes with lithium salts. These are semiconductors at
room temperature. Although the ionic conductivities are not high enough
for any practical applications to be realized, there is sufficient promise that
improved design can lead to better properties.

Similar to polymers 36 and 37, polynorbornenes containing cyclophos-
phazene pendant groups (x = 2, 3) (34) also form complexes with lithium
salts. These show ionic conductivities of the order of 10~5 Scm"1. The
polymer-Li salt complex formed with polymer 34 (x = 1) with a shorter
oligoetheroxy substituent does not show appreciable ambient temperature
ionic conductivity.

The ionic conductivity studies carried out on the lithium salt complexes
of 34, 36 and 37 reveals that the backbone flexibility is not the only crite-
rion for mediating ion transport. Facile pathways for allowing ion-transport
can exist in stiff backbone polymers also provided the side-chains are suf-
ficiently flexible.



4.2 Polymers Containing Cyclophosphazenes as Pendant Groups 175

CH3OCH2CH2-OCH2CH2av

,-PC
CH3OCH2CH2-OCH2CH2C\^"
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N NOCH2CH2OCH2CH2OCH2OCH3
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Fig. 4.17. Polymers containing oligoethyleneoxycyclophosphazenes as pendant
groups

4.2.4.2 Polymeric Ligands

We have seen in Chap. 3 that cyclophosphazenes can be utilized to build
multi-site coordination ligands. Thus, for example, the reaction of N3P3C16

with 3,5-dimethylpyrazole affords the multi-site coordination ligand,
N3P3(3,5-Me2Pz)6 (see Eq. 4.9) [29, 30].

(4.9)
CL C\ N—N N—..

N"̂  N 3,5-Me2PzH/Et3N K J N^ N U
C I \M \yC\ —• N—N^ji |^N—N

N3P3(3,5-Me2Pz)6

The compound N3P3(3,5-Me2Pz)6 has been shown to be an excellent
ligand towards transition metal ions. For example, this ligand interacts
with CuCl2 to afford transition metal complexes N3P3(3,5-Me2Pz)6-CuCl2
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where the cyclophosphazene ligand coordinates to the copper atom
through two pyrazolyl nitrogen atoms and one cyclophosphazene ring ni-
trogen atom. This complex in fact can also be used further to form a ho-
mobimetallic complex or a heterobimetallic complex (Fig. 4.18) [29-36].

n
PL cuci,

,Cu
c/

PdBr,

B>C

p \ -

Cl Cl

Fig. 4.18. Coordination behavior of N3P3(3,5-Me2Pz)6

While the coordination chemistry of N3P3(3,5-Me2Pz)6 is interesting, the
more important question that needs to be addressed in the context of the
subject matter being discussed in this chapter, is whether (and how) this
chemistry can be translated to the polymeric system.

3, 5 -Dimethylpyrazole,
Triethylamine

38

AIBN

CH=CH2

Fig. 4.19. Preparation of polymeric ligands containing pyrazolyl cyclophos-
phazenes as pendant groups
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The monomer N3P3Cl5(O-C6H4-p-C6H4-/7-CH=CH2) (14) has five reac-
tive P-Cl groups. In principle it is possible to substitute the chlorines with a
variety of nucleophiles. We have seen a few examples involving oxygen-
based nucleophiles previously. It is also possible to perform the reactions
of 14 with amines to generate coordination ligands with nitrogen donor
sites. Thus, the reaction of l>i3P3Cl5(O-C6llli-p-C6R4-p-CB=CU2) (14) with
3,5-dimethylpyrazole affords the compound N3P3(3,5-Me2Pz)5(O-C6H4-/?-
C6H4-/?-CH=CH2) [37]. This can be polymerized in the presence of divi-
nylbenzene to afford a crosslinked polymer 38 that contains the multi-site
coordination ligand. Reaction of this crosslinked polymer with CuCl2 gen-
erates a copper-containing cross-linked polymeric system 39 (Fig. 4.19)
[38]. The crosslinked metalated polymer has been used as a heterogeneous
catalyst for the hydrolysis of phosphate esters [38, 39]. This catalyst is ro-
bust and can be recycled several times.

CH=CH2

CH=CH,

Ph,P

40

Fig. 4.20. Preparation of polymeric phosphine-containing ligands
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Another design of a heterogeneous polymeric ligand based on the
cyclophosphazene ligand is given in Fig. 4.20. The reaction of N3P3C15(O-
C6H4-jp-C6H4-/7-CH=CH2) with OH-C6H4-/?-PPh2 affords a multi-phosphine
derivative which has been converted to the crosslinked polymeric ligand
40. This has been used to bind palladium and the metalated polymer has
been found to be useful as a catalyst for the Heck arylation reactions [40].

4.3 Cyclolinear and Cyclomatrix Polymers

Cyclolinear polymers contain cyclophosphazenes as a repeat unit of a
polymer chain. Cyclomatrix polymers contain crosslinked cyclophos-
phazene units. These polymers have not been studied as well as the other
members of the phosphazene polymer family. Some of the strategies that
have been employed for the preparation of these types of polymers are dis-
cussed in this section. The preparation of cyclolinear polymers depends on
the design of cyclophosphazene monomers that retain two reactive sites. A
few strategies for achieving the synthesis of such monomers are shown in
Fig. 4.21 [17].

C PhCi OPh

c

44 41

Fig. 4.21. Synthesis of cyclophosphazenes that contain two reactive sites

The task of preparing appropriate cyclophosphazene monomers for
cyclolinear polymers consists of the following. N3P3C16 consists of six re-
active P-Cl units. Clearly this compound as such would not be a suitable
monomer for preparing soluble cyclolinear polymers. Recall that conden-
sation polymers involving organic monomers relied on difunctional
monomers such as diols, diacids, diamines etc. Replacing four chlorine at-
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oms on N3P3C16 by other substituents would lead to compounds of the type
N3P3CI2R4. The substituents (R) themselves should not be reactive towards
reagents that would lead to polymerization. The remaining two chlorines in
N3P3CI2R4 could be in a geminal or nongeminal orientation. Thus, the reac-
tion of N3P3CI6 with 2,2'-dihydroxybiphenyl or N-methylethanolamine
leads to compounds 41 and 43, respectively, where the two remaining
chlorines are geminal to each other. On the other hand, reaction of N3P3C16

with sodium phenoxide or dimethylamine leads to the nongeminal com-
pounds 42 and 44, respectively [8]. Further replacement of the remaining
chlorine atoms can be accomplished in a variety of ways to afford a variety
of difunctional cyclophosphazenes which can be used for further polym-
erization reactions. Thus, compounds containing two terminal amino (45,
48), hydroxyl (47), or vinyl groups (46) groups can be assembled (Fig.
4.22).

PhC^ ^OPh
P

PhO N OPh PhO N OPh H2C=HCX(H2C)O N O(CH2)XCH=CH2

42 45 46

47 48

Fig. 4.22. Difunctional cyclophosphazenes

Using the above monomers several polymers have been prepared. Thus,
monomer 46 has been polymerized by the acyclic diene metathesis polym-
erization method (ADMET) by using Grubb's catalyst to afford medium-
molecular-weight polymers [41]. On the other hand, the reaction of the di-
chloro derivative 42 with NaO- C6H4-/>-SO2-C6H4-p-ONa yields the poly-
mer 49 (Fig. 4.23). Similarly the monomer 47 has been used in condensa-
tion polymerization with hexamethylenediisocyanate to afford the
polyurethane 50. Polyimides such as 51 have been prepared by using
monomer 48.

Cyclomatrix polymers containing cyclophosphazenes have received
some interest. Although N3P3Cl6 itself would be an ideal monomer for this
purpose as it contains six reactive groups, this has not had much success.
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PhOx

PhO N OPh
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•P^ / p \
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Fig. 4.23. Some cyclolinear polymers containing cyclophosphazenes

NH,

.OPh -NH2

Cl N Cl PhO N OPh
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O o

O Phd' N ^ OPh o
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Fig. 4.24. Cyclomatrix polymers containing cyclophosphazenes
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Monomers such as N3P3(NHCH2CH=CH2)6 or N3P3(OCH2CH=CH2)6

have been used as multifunctional monomers for preparing crosslinked
polymers. A crosslinked polyimide polymer containing cyclophosphazenes
has been prepared by using the trifunctional derivative nongem-
N3P3(OPh)3(O-C6H4-/7-NH2)3 ( Fig. 4.24).

The utility and practical applications of the cyclolinear and the cycloma-
trix polymers have not yet been established and perhaps this would depend
on improved design of the cyclophosphazene monomers.
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5 Other Inorganic Polymers that Contain
Phosphorus, Boron and Sulfur

There are many other inorganic polymers that contain main group ele-
ments in their backbone [1-3]. While some of these polymers were discov-
ered long ago, some others are quite recent. Representative examples of
these polymers that contain P-N-C, P-N-S, P-N-M, P-B, P-C, S-N and B-N
linkages are shown in Fig. 5.1.

Cl Cl . Ph H , . Ph

=N— P=N-f- + - P— B

M = C(CI); S(Ci); S(O)CI

O OR

S=N-r- 4-S—N-4- 4-s=N—P=NM-
Jn I I Jn I I I JnR R

B

Fig. 5.1. Representative examples of polymers containing P-N-C, P-N-S, P-B, P-
C, S-N and B-N linkages

We will first examine polymers that contain P-N-C, P-N-S and P-N-M
linkages. These are also called poly(heterophosphazene)s since they are
prepared from the corresponding heterocyclophosphazenes.

5.1 Poly(heterophosphazene)s

Poly(heterophosphazene)s are a recently emerging polymer family that
contain a heteroatom such as carbon or sulfur or a transition metal as part



184 5 Other Inorganic Polymers that Contain Phosphorus, Boron and Sulfur

of the polymer backbone. Examples of these types of polymers are shown
in Fig. 5.2.

ci i
-N=P- -

ci

CI CI

-C=N—P=N—P=N—

CI CI CI

CI CI

—S=N— P=N—P=N- -
:i ci ci

S=N—P=N—

CI

O R
II I
S N P
I I
R R

O CI CI
II I I
S = N — P = N — P = N —

CI CI CI

CI Ph Ph

-W=N— P=N— P = N —
C1 C l Ph Ph

Fig. 5.2. Examples of poly(heterophosphazene)s. Poly(dichlorophosphazene) is
also shown for comparison

Polymers [(NPCl2)2(NCCl)]n, [(NPCl2)2(NSCl)]n, [(NPCl2)2(NS(O)Cl)]n,
[(NPCl2)2(NWCl3)]n contain one extra heteroatom viz., C, S or W in the
six-atom repeat unit of backbone of the polymer which otherwise contains
phosphorus and nitrogen atoms. Thus, each of these hetero atoms replaces
every third phosphorus atom in the polyphosphazene backbone. Polymers
[(SN)(NPCl2)2]n and [(NPR2)(NS(O)R)]n can be considered as alternating
copolymers. The repeat unit of these polymers consist of alternate P=N
and S=N (or S(O)=N) units.

How are these polymers assembled and what are their properties? How
are they different from polyphosphazenes? These aspects will be addressed
in the following sections.

5.2 Poly(carbophosphazene)s

The six-membered heterocyclic ring, cyclocarbophosphazene,
[(NPC12)2CC1] serves as the precursor for poly(carbophosphazene)s. The
pentachlorocyclocarbophosphazene N3P2CC15 can be considered as a hy-
brid of cyanuric chloride, N3C3CI3 and hexachlorocyclotriphosphazene,
N3P3C16. Thus, while cyanuric chloride has three carbons and the hexa-
chlorocyclotriphosphazene has three phosphorus atoms, the cyclocarbo-
phosphazene has one carbon and two phosphorus atoms (Fig. 5.3) [4, 5].
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ci CI

I\K N
B| |B

/ A N A \

c.

-CI

Fig. 5.3. Relationship between [(NPC12)2CC1], N3C3C13 andN3P3Cl6

The X-ray crystal structure of [(NPC12)2CC1] has been determined. The
inorganic ring is nearly planar in spite of the mismatch of sizes between
phosphorus and carbon. The C-N distance in [(NPC12)2CC1] is 1.33 Ä,
compared to 1.33 Ä found in N3C3C13. The other bond-parameters are also
not very different. Thus, the P-N distances A (av. 1.58 Ä) and B (av.1.61
Ä) in [(NPC12)2CC1] (Fig. 5.3) are comparable to the P-N distance of 1.58
A found in N3P3C16. The N-P-N (117.4°) and P-N-P (115.8°) angles in
[(NPC12)2CC1] are normal while the N-C-N angle is quite wide (134°).

The preparation of [(NPC12)2CC1] is achieved by the condensation reac-
tion of [Cl3P=N=PCl3]

+[Cir with cyanamide, NC-NH2, in methylene chlo-
ride. Cyanamide serves as the source of carbon and nitrogen. Although, in-
termediate products have not been isolated, the formation of [(NPC12)2CC1]
is believed to proceed through a condensation reaction to afford the inter-
mediate C13PNPC12NCN. The latter adds hydrogen chloride across the C-N
triple bond leading to the possible precursor C13PNPC12NC(C1)NH. Loss of
hydrogen chloride followed by ring closure leads to the carbophos-
phazenes, [(NPC12)2CC1] (Fig. 5. 4) [4, 5].

Cl

N^C—NH2

CI

\ l

' N

CI3P—N=PCI3 CI
-2HCI CI2P"

-HCI CI2P

NH

+2HCI

CI

Fig. 5.4. The mechanism of formation of [(NPC12)2CC1]

The carbophosphazene [(NPC12)2CC1] undergoes nucleophilic substitu-
tion reactions analogous to that found for N3P3C16. Even though the chem-
istry of [(NPC12)2CC1] has not been studied to the same extent as that of
N3P3C16 the reactions shown in Fig. 5.5 indicate that many nucleophiles
such as primary and secondary amines, aniline, alkoxides, trifluoroethox-
ide as well as phenoxide react to afford fully substituted products
[NP(NHR)2C(NHR)], [NP(NR2)2C(NR2)], [NP(NHPh)2C(NHPh)],
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[NP(OCH3)2C(OCH3)], [NP(OCH2CF3)2C(OCH2CF3)] and
[NP(OPh)2C(OPh)]. This reactivity behavior suggests that similar nucleo-
philic substitution reactions should be possible for the linear polymer
[(NPCl2)2CCl]n also [6, 7].

PhHN I1 '

NHPh

N

\

H3CO 1

H3C0

NHPh

NHPh

OCH2CF3

NaOCH2CF3 CFaCHjOj ^OCHzCFa

CF3CH2O OCH2CF3

RHN NHR NR2

Fig. 5.5. Reactions of [(NPCl^CCl] with various nucleophiles such as amines,
alkoxides and aryloxides to afford fully substituted products

The pentachlorocyclocarbophosphazene, [(NPC12)2CC1], has been found
to undergo ROP at 120 °C to afford poly(chlorocarbophosphazene),
[(NPCl2)2CCl]n (see Eq. 5.1) [4, 5].

?' (5-1)
x^ r ci ci i

120 °Cck

ci ' sci

CI
I

- - C = N — P = N — P = N —
I I I
CI CI CI

Note the considerable lowering of the polymerization temperature of
ROP for [(NPC12)2CC1] in comparison to that observed for N3P3C16 (250
°C). Heating [(NPC12)2CC1] at higher temperatures (150-190 °C) affords a
crosslinked polymer. The lower temperature of ROP has been attributed to
an increase in the ring strain suffered by [(NPC12)2CC1] as a result of re-
placing the larger skeletal phosphorus of N3P3C16 by the smaller carbon
atom.

The polymer [(NPCl2)2CCl]n is hydrolytically sensitive and rapidly re-
acts with moisture with concomitant chain degradation. Its 31P-NMR spec-
trum consists of a single resonance observed -3.7 ppm. This is upfield
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shifted in comparison to the cyclic precursor (+36.5 ppm). A similar shift
is observed for [NPCl2]n (8 = -18.4 ppm) in comparison to N3P3C16 (8 =
+19.3 ppm). The observation of a single resonance in the 31P-NMR spec-
trum suggests a head-tail arrangement in the polymer backbone (Fig. 5.6).
Alternative arrangements such as head-head would have resulted in more
number of 31P resonances.

ci
I

CI CI CI
—C=N—P—N—P=N—C=N—P=N—P=N—

I I I I I I
CI CI CI CI CI CI

Head-Tail arrangement of the polymer

CI CI CI CI

— C = N — P = N — P = N — P = N — P = N — C : = N —
I I I I I I
CI CI CI CI CI CI

Head-Head arrangement of the polymer

Fig. 5.6. Head-tail and head-head arrangements of [(NPQ2)2CCl]n

The glass transition temperature of [(NPCl2)2CCl]n is -21 °C. This is
considerably higher than that observed for [NPCl2]n (Tg = -63 °C).This
suggests that skeletal rigidity increases upon replacing phosphorus by car-
bon. One possible reason for this is the more efficient rc-bonding formed
between C and N in comparison to P and N.

The chlorine substituents of poly(chlorocarbophosphazene) can be re-
placed with other nucleophiles to afford poly(organocarbophosphazene)s
which are hydrolytically more stable in comparison to the parent polymer
(Fig. 5.7). There are no examples of poly(alkyl/arylcarbophosphazene)s.
The molecular weights of poly(organocarbophosphazene)s are moderately
high (Mw = 50,000-150,000).

ci ci
C=N— P = N — P = N —
I I I
CI CI CI

OPh OPh

— C = N — P = N — P = N —
I I I
OPh OPh OPh

NHPh NHPh

— C = N — P = N — P = N - -

. NHPh NHPh NHPh

Fig. 5.7. Formation of poly(organocarbophosphazene)s
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The 31P-NMR data and glass transition temperatures of some
poly(organocarbophosphazene)s are given in Table 5.1. Notice the near in-
variance of the 31P NMR chemical shifts for a given class of polymer.
Thus, for example, the 31P-NMR chemical shifts for most aryloxy poly-
mers are seen at about -10 ppm.

The trends in the glass transition temperatures are similar to what have
been observed in polyphosphazenes. Thus, replacing the chlorines with
aryloxy substituents increases the Tg. One of the highest Jg's is observed
for the anilino derivative, [{NP(NHPh)2} {CNHPh}]n (+112 °C).

Table 5.1. 31P-NMR data and glass transition temperatures of selected
poly(organocarbophosphazene)s

S.No

1

2

3

4

5

6

Polymer
r Cl Cl !

I I
4 - C = N — P = N — P = N 4 -

Cl Cl Cl

I ?Ar ?Ar 1
4-C=N—P=N—P=N-4-

OAr OAr OAr n

Ar = Ph

r OAr OAr -,
I I

-HC=N—P=N—P=N-j-

OAr OAr OAr n

Ar = -C6H4-p-CF3

r NHPh NHPh-,

4-c=N— P=N— P=N-f-

NHPh NHPh NHPh "

r NHR NHR I

4-C=N—P=N—P=N-4-

NHR NHR NHR n

R = nPr

r NR2 NR2 1

^ C - N - P = N - P = N ^

NR2 NR2 NR2 "

R = CH3

P

-3.7

-10.4

-10.8

-9.1

6.7

0.5

^ZküCJL.
-21

+18

+31

+112

+74

+28
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5.3 Poly(thiophosphazene)s

Poly(thiophosphazene)s contain S(IV) along with phosphorus and nitrogen
atoms in their backbone [8, 9]. Similar to poly(dichlorophosphazene) and
poly(chlorocarbophosphazene), poly(chlorothiophosphazene) is also pre-
pared by the ring-opening polymerization method. The monomer for the
preparation of this polymer is the pentachlorocyclothiophosphazene,
N3P2SCI5. The latter can be considered as a hybrid of the two heterocyclic
rings N3P3CI6 and N3S3CI3. The compound N3P2SCI5 contains a tri-
coordinate sulfur(IV) and two tetracoordinate phosphorus atoms (Fig. 5.8).

iv & ?
P S

n, N N „. - , N^ N „ , N N
C l \ l I l / C l C l \ l I l / C l I II

/ P ^K,^ P \ / P ^ M ^ P \ /S^,A
c/ N xci c/ N xci ci N ci

Fig. 5.8. The heterocyclic ring N3P2SCI5 and its relationship to N3P3CI6 and
N3S3CI3

Pentachlorocyclothiophosphazene, N3P2SCI5, can be synthesized in two
closely related ways. The key precursor is the bis-
trimethylsilylsulfurdimide, S[N(SiMe3)]2, which is itself prepared by the
reaction of the lithium salt of hexamethyldisilazane with thionyl chloride.
The synthon S[N(SiMe3)]2 provides the NSN fragment for the heterocyclic
ring. The reaction of S[N(SiMe3)]2 with either PC15 or [Cl3P=N-PCl3]

+Cr
affords N3P2SCI5 in moderate yields as a colorless distillable liquid which
shows a single 31P NMR resonance at 5 = +24.5 ppm.

v y , nBuU
N • Me3Si—N=S=
I 2. SOCI,
H 2

[ci3PNPCi3]
+cr

CH2CI2 0°C

Fig. 5.9. Synthesis of N3P2SC15

An important reaction that revealed that the S-Cl bond in N3P2SCI5 can
be heterolytically cleaved has been carried out by Roesky [10]. Thus, the
reaction of N3P2SC15 with SbCl5 affords [N3P2SCl4]

+[SbCl6]" (see Eq. 5.2).
The crystal structure of [N3P2SCl4]+[SbCl6]" revealed that it has a planar
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ring where the sulfur is dicoordinate as a result of the heterolytic cleavage
of the S-Cl bond. It may be recalled that in the ROP of N3P3C16 a phospho-
nium cation intermediate has been proposed; however, such an intermedi-
ate has not actually been isolated in that instance.

(5.2)ci

Il/Cl

CI' " \ \

- \ l
SbCU

CI CI

SbCI6

The conversion of N3P2SC15 to its cation implied that ROP can be util-
ized for its conversion to a linear polymer. This promise was realized
much later by the work of Allcock and coworkers [8, 9]. Accordingly, it
was found that N3P2SC15 undergoes a ROP at 90 °C to afford
poly(thiophosphazene), [(NPCl2)2(NSCl)]n (see Eq. 5.3).

90 °C
ci a

(5.3)

-HS=N—P=N—P=NH-
[ ci ci a J n

As in other instances, crosslinked products are formed if the polymeri-
zation is not carried out carefully. In fact it has been found that heating is
not required for polymerization. Aged N3P2SC15 (not freshly distilled) un-
dergoes ROP at ambient temperature merely by mechanical shaking. Heat-
ing is required for polymerizing a freshly distilled sample of N3P2SC15.
The polymer [(NPCl2)2(NSCl)]n is extremely sensitive to hydrolysis. It has
a glass transition temperature of-40 °C.

z\ ci c, a
— S = N — P = N — P = N — S = N — P = N — P = N —

I I I I I I
CI CI CI CI CI CI

Head-tail

CI

CI

CI CI

— S = N — P = N — P = N — P = N — P = N — S = N —

CI
I
CI CI

I
CICI

Head-head

Fig. 5.10. Head-tail and head-head arrangements in [S(Cl)=NPCl2=NPCl2]n

The 31P-NMR spectrum of the polythiophosphazene, [(NPCl2)2(NSCl)]n,
shows a single resonance at 5 = -4.6. The chemical shift of the polymer is
about 30 ppm upfield shifted in comparison to the six-membered ring.
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Also the presence of a single resonance indicates a predominantly head-tail
arrangement as in the case of the poly(carbophosphazene) (Fig. 5.10).

The chlorine atoms in the polymer [(NPCl2)2(NSCl)]n can be readily re-
placed by nucleophiles such as phenoxide or /?-phenyl phenoxide. How-
ever, unlike [NP(OPh)2]n, [{NP(OPh)2}2S(OPh)]n is not hydrolytically as
stable. This has been attributed to the inherent reactivity of S(IV) centers.
Further, reaction of [(NPCl2)2(NSCl)]n with substituted phenols such as 2-
phenylphenol or 3-phenylphenol do not afford fully substituted polymers.
However, these polymers [N3P2S(OC6H4-m-C6H5)4.4(Cl)o.6] and
[N3P2S(OC6H4-o-C6H5)3.25(Cl)1.75], which contain P-Cl bonds, are hydro-
lytically stable.

Although the molecular weight of the parent polymer [(NPCl2)2(NSCl)]n

could not be determined, measurements on [N3P2S(OC6H4-p-
C6H5)4.7(Cl)o.3] found the latter to have high molecular weight (Mw = 3.1 x
105andM„=1.0xl05).

An interesting aspect of the chemistry of [(NPCl2)2(NSCl)]n is the dif-
ference of reactivity of the S-Cl and P-Cl bonds. Thus, substitution of S-Cl
bonds occurs much faster than the P-Cl bonds. Consequently, mixed sub-
stituent polymers can be readily prepared.

ci ci
- S = N — P = N — P = N - -

CI CI CI

/Bu-C6H4-ONa
CI CI
I I

— S = N — P = N — P = N - -
I I I

O CI CI

•S—N—P=N—P=N-
I I I
o o o

C6H5-p-C6H4-ONa

Fig. 5.11. Regioselective
[S(Cl)=NPCl2=NPCl2]n

nucleophilic substitution reactions of

31P-NMR data and Tg data for some selected poly(thiophosphazene)s are
summarized in Table 5.2. The polymer [(NPCl2)2(NSCl)]n has a Tg of -40
°C. Thus, in comparison with [NPCl2]n the glass transition temperature of
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[(NPCl2)2(NSCl)]n is higher. This is similar to what has been observed for
the poly(carbophosphazene) [(NPCl2)2(NCCl)]n. However, the reasons for
this increase in Tg of [(NPQ2)2(NSCl)]n are not entirely clear. While in the
case of [(NPCl2)2(NCCl)]n it could be reasoned that the improved n-
bonding in the C-N segment leads to a decrease in the skeletal flexibility
such reasoning is not applicable for the sulfur-containing polymer. Substi-
tution of the S-Cl and P-Cl bonds in [(NPCl2)2(NSCl)]n by aryloxy sub-
stituents increases the Tg of the polymers (Table 5.2). This trend is similar
to what has been found in the polyphosphazene family. However, the
number of poly(thiophosphazene)s are very limited and therefore a proper
structure-property relationship cannot be drawn for this class of polymers.

The 31P-NMR data of poly(thiophosphazene)s indicate that the trends
observed are similar to those found in polyphosphazenes. Thus, while
[(NPCl2)2(NSCl)]n shows a resonance at -4.6 ppm, replacing the chlorines
by biphenyloxy substituents shifts the 31P resonance upfield (Table 5.2).

Table 5.2.31P-NMR data and 7sdata for poly(thiophosphazene)s
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L a a a -'"

OAr OAr •, -11.0 69r OAr OAr

-hs=N— P=N— P=N
I I I
OAr OAr OAr

NH-

OAr OAr OAr
Ar = -C6H4-4-C6H5

(Idealized structure for
[N3P2S(OC6H4-/?-

C6H5)4.7(C1)O.3]

f
OAr OAr -, -12.1 32

S=N— P=N-P=hM-

OAr OAr CI "

(Idealized structure for
[ N 3 P 2 S ( O C 6 H 4 - O T -

CöH5)4 4(Cl)o.6]
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5.4 Poly(thionylphosphazene)s

The unfavorable properties of poly(chlorothiophosphazene)s and
poly(organothiophosphazene)s can be traced to the presence of the reactive
S(IV) in the backbone of the polymer. Replacement of S(IV) by the oxida-
tively and hydrolytically more stable S(VI) would overcome this difficulty.
This involves incorporation of a S(O)C1 moiety in place of the S(Cl)unit.
Cyclic rings containing the S(O)C1 group are known. Thus, analogous to
the P-N heterocyclic ring, N3P3C16, the corresponding S-N ring (NSOC1)3

is also known (Fig. 5.12). The hybrid P-N-S ring [{NPC12}2{NS(O)C1}] is
also known and can serve as the precursor for the preparation of the linear
polymer [11, 12].

VC'
cij

Fig. 5.12. The inorganic heterocyclic ring [{NPC12}2{NS(O)C1}] and its relation
with the other related rings N3P3C16 and [NS(O)C1]3

The monomer [{NPC12}2{NS(O)C1}] was originally prepared by a vac-
uum thermolysis of the linear derivative C13PNPC12NSO2C1 along with
C13PNPSO2C1 (see Eq. 5.4).

ci ci o „ >sC v ;

I I II 155-160 °C N N ~
CI—P=N—P=N-S—CI + CI3P=N—SO2-CI CIN | M/Cl

I I II Pv. ,R.
CI CI O C | / ^N' \ ,

The inorganic heterocyclic ring [{NPC12}2{NS(O)C1}] can also be pre-
pared by the Suzuki process as outlined in Fig. 5.13 [13].

2 P C I 5
""NH, PCI3 PCI3

(Me3Si)2NH

VCI V
Q N c l Q

-Me3SiCI

Fig. 5.13. Preparation of [{NPC12}2{NS(O)C1}] by the Suzuki process
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The Suzuki process involves the reaction of SO2(NH2)2 with PC15 to af-
ford (C13PN)2SO2. The latter reacts with hexamethyldisilazane to afford the
cyclic ring which already contains the N3P2S framework. This can further
react with PC15 to afford [{NPC12}2{NS(O)C1}] over 70% yield. The latter
has a 31P-NMR resonance at 8 = 26.5. Many nucleophilic substitution reac-
tions of [{NPC12}2{NS(O)C1}] are known. The important observation is
that in the aminolysis reactions of [{NPC12}2{NS(O)C1}], the P-Cl bond is
more reactive than the S(O)-C1 bond. In contrast, reaction of
[{NPC12}2{NS(O)C1}] with AgF2 affords the mono-fluoro product
[{NPC12}2{NS(O)F}] (see Eq. 5.5). Notice that fluorination occurs exclu-
sively at the sulfur center. The fluoro compound [{NPC12}2{NS(O)F}] has
a 31P-NMR resonance at +26.1 ppm.

V C I V F (5-5)
—*• u \ l l l / u

5.4.1 Polymerization of [{NPCI2}2{NS(O)CI}] and
[{NPCI2}2{NS(O)F}]

Thermal treatment of [{NPC12}2{NS(O)C1}] and [{NPC12}2{NS(O)F}] af-
fords the corresponding linear polymers. Thus, heating
[{NPC12}2{NS(O)C1}] at 165 °C for 4 h in vacuum affords the
poly(chlorothionylphosphazene), [{NPCl2}2{NS(O)Cl}]n (see Eq. 5.6). An
80% conversion to the high polymer was noticed. Heating for more than
4 h or at higher temperatures leads to crosslinking [14, 15].

0 Cl Cl
II I I
S

(5.6)
n. N N - , 165 °C II I I
u\ l ll/u • -hS=N—P=N—P=N-f-

/ P ^ N " P \ 4 h L n n r i -1 n

Cl IN Cl vacuum o l L>| u l

The cyclic ring [{NPC12}2{NS(O)C1}] has a 31P-NMR resonance at
+26.1 ppm. In comparison the polymer [{NPCl2}2{NS(O)Cl}]n resonates
at -10.0 ppm. Poly(chlorothionylphosphazene), [{NPCl2}2{NS(O)Cl}]n is a
hydrolytically sensitive polymer analogous to its other congeners [NPCl2]n,
[{NPCl2}2{NCCl}]n and [{NPCl2}2{NSCl}]n. It also has a flexible back-
bone analogous to other polymers of the polyphosphazene family. Thus,
the Tg of this polymer is -46 °C.

The fluoro derivative [{NPC12}2{NS(O)F}] also undergoes a ROP, al-
beit at a higher temperature, to afford the linear polymer
[{NPCl2}2{NS(O)F}]n (see Eq. 5.7). The Tg of the latter is -56 °C.
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Cl

180 °C

Cl

r 0 Cl Cl -]

- frN4=N-rNT
F Cl Cl "

(5.7)

An interesting aspect of the thermal treatment of [{NPC12}2{NS(O)C1}]
is the formation of the cyclic rings [{NPCl2}2{NS(O)Cl}]n (n = 2, 4) (Fig.
5.14). However, these cyclic rings are formed in small quantities.

Cl

kCI- Cl

C l w / N '
;Nx P

Cl ' CI cr

cr%

o c,
M — ^ M

A
N

Cl

Cl

ci-
Cl Cl/

Cl

Fig. 5.14. Cyclic 12- and 24-membered rings made up of N-P-S framework

Both cis- and ?ra«s-isomers of the 12-membered rings
[{NPC12}2{NS(O)C1}]2 have been isolated. A 24-membered macrocyclic
ring [{NPC12}2{NS(O)C1}]4 has also been isolated in the thermolysis ex-
periment. All of these macrocyclic rings are nonplanar [1,2].
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Cl Cl O
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Cl N

P

N C ,

N Xci

Fig. 5.15. Mechanism of polymerization of [{NPC12}2{NS(O)C1}]
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An ambient temperature ROP of [{NPC12}2{NS(O)C1}] is mediated by
Lewis acids such as GaCl3, SbCl5 and A1C13 [16].This process is dependant
on the concentration of the Lewis acid. High concentrations of GaCl3 are
needed to effect the polymerization. The initiation of polymerization of
[{NPC12}2{NS(O)C1}] by Lewis acids supports the mechanism of polym-
erization as occurring through a S-Cl heterolytic cleavage. This is analo-
gous to that proposed for the polymerization of N3P3C16 and is outlined in
Fig. 5.15.

The polymer [{NPCl2}2{NS(O)Cl}]n is not hydrolytically stable. How-
ever, replacement of chlorines by other nucleophiles such as aryloxides or
amines affords stable polymers. Interestingly, reactions with alkoxides
seem to cause polymer degradation. On the other hand, reaction of the
polymer with aryloxides occurs in a regioselective manner. Thus, its reac-
tion with NaOPh leads to the substitution of chlorines at the phosphorus
centers while leaving the sulfur center untouched (see Eq. 5.8)

f
O Cl Cl , r O OPh OPh i

II I I NaOPh II I I
S=N— P=N-P=NH- *• -j-S=N— P=N-P=N4-

(5.8)

Cl Cl Cl L Cl OPh OPh

The reaction of the heterocyclic ring [{NPC12}2{NS(O)C1}] with NaOPh
also does not effect the S(O)C1 bond (see Eq. 5.9). Thus, in this instance
also the reactivity of the cyclic ring system can be a good model for the
corresponding polymer reactivity.

Vcl °vcl

y -NC| NaOPh p h Q ^ - N

Poly(thionylphosphazenes) are amorphous, high-molecular-weight
polymers [3, 11, 12]. The phenoxy polymer [{NP(OPh)2}2{NS(O)Cl}]n

has a Mw of 30,500 and a Mn of 16,030. It has a Tg of -21.5 °C. Interest-
ingly in spite of the presence of the S-Cl bond this polymer is stable not
only in atmosphere but also in a mixture of dioxane containing 10% water.

In general, the molecular weights of poly(thionylphosphazene)s are
quite high. Thus, the absolute molecular weight of
[{NP(OAr)2}2{NS(O)Cl}]n (Ar = C6YU-p-C£{5) has been determined by
light-scattering experiments to be 64,000.

In contrast to the resistance of the S-Cl bond towards reactivity with
aryloxides, reaction of [{NP(OPh)2}2{NS(O)Cl}]n with a number of
amines proceeds with total replacement of all the chlorine atoms. Thus, the
reactions of [{NP(OPh)2}2{NS(O)Cl}]n with primary amines such as n-
butylamine leads to [{NP(NH«Bu)2}2{NS(O)NH«Bu}]n [17]. Similarly,
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reactions of [{NP(OPh)2}2{NS(O)Cl}]n with secondary amines such as
piperidine or pyrrolidine also leads to the fully substituted polymers (Fig.
5.16) [18].

f
O Cl Cl

S = N — P = N — P =

Cl Cl Cl

Of 1 1 r O NHnBu NHnBun r O V N n
I I 1 II I I II I I I

,=N—P=N—P=N-^ -^S=N—P=N—P=N-+ 4-S=N—P=N—P=N4-
1 ! J n L NHnBu NHnBu NHnBu^n ^ j , J, i ^ n

0 ü ü ö ö ö
Fig. 5.16. Aminolysis reactions of [{NPCl2}2{NS(O)Cl}]n

As mentioned earlier the glass transition temperatures of
poly(thionylphosphazene)s indicate that these are polymers with a flexible
backbone. These polymers have five side-groups per repeat unit which is
similar to poly(carbophosphazene)s and poly(thiophosphazene)s. On the
other hand, a comparable polyphosphazene unit has six side-chains. This
has interesting consequences on the glass transition temperatures of
poly(thionylphosphazene)s (Table 5.3).

Table 5.3.3!P NMR and Tg data of poly(thionylphosphazene)s
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Table 5.3. (contd.)
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Poly(chlorothionylphosphazene)[{NPCl2}2{NS(O)Cl}]n has a higher
Tg(-46 °C) in comparison to [NPC12]„ (-63 °C). This indicates a slight
stiffening of the backbone as a result of the presence of the sulfonyl group
in the backbone. Replacing the chlorines with aryloxy substituents in-
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creases the Tg (entries 3 and 4, Table 5.3). Among the amino derivatives,
polymers containing small primary amino substituents
[{NP(NHMe)2}2{NS(O)NHMe}]n have a higher Tg (+22 °C) while those
that contain long-chain alkylamino substituents such as
[{NP(NH«Hex)2}2{S(O)(NH«Hex)}]n have a lower glass transition tem-
perature (-18 °C). The absence of poly(alkyl/arylthionylphosphazene)s
does not allow a full structure-property relationship to be drawn. However,
in general the thionyl group in the backbone of the
poly(thionylphosphazene)s seems to prevent the polymer chains from hav-
ing sufficient intermolecular interactions so that no genuine melting transi-
tion is seen for any poly(thionylphosphazene) [3, 11, 12].

Although no major applications of poly(heterophosphazene)s have yet
been indicated, many of these polymers seem to have good gas-transport
properties. The w-butylamino polymer [{NP(NH«Bu)2}2{S(O)(NHnBu)}]n

has shown interesting applications as matrices for oxygen-sensors. The
principle of this application emerges from the following considerations.
The excited electronic (phosphorescent) states of transition-metal deriva-
tives such as ruthenium-phenanthroline complexes [Ru(phenPh2)3]

2+ are
quenched by oxygen. Such complexes are dispersed in polymer films and
exposed to various oxygen pressures. The intensity of phosphorescence
emission is directly related to the concentration (pressure) of oxygen that
the polymer film experiences. It is believed that these applications will be
particularly useful in aircraft design [3, 11, 12].

5.5 Other P-N-S Polymers

In an interesting experiment Turner and coworkers have shown that heat-
ing a 1:1 mixture of the N-silylphosphorammine,
Me3SiNPMe2(OCH2CF3), and the N-silylsulfonimide,
Me3SiNS(O)Me(OCH2CF3), affords a regio-selective coupling to afford
Me3SiNSMe(O)NPMe2(OCH2CF3), which contains the trifluoroethoxy
group on the phosphorus and the NSiMe3 group on sulfur. Heating
Me3SiNSMe(O)NPMe2(OCH2CF3) affords a true alternating
poly(thionylphosphazene) copolymer [MeS(O)NPMe2N]n where the
MeS(O)=N and Me2P=N units alternate with each other [19]. Interestingly,
treating Me3SiNSMe(O)NPMe2(OCH2CF3) with alcohol converts it into
HNSMe(O)NPMe2(OCH2CF3) which contains a S=NH end-group. Heating
this at 100 °C also leads to the formation of the polymer [RS(O)NPR2N]n

by the expulsion of trifluoroethanol. The polymer [RS(O)NPR2N]n is also
probably the first example of a poly(thionylphosphazene) that contains al-
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kyl groups attached to sulfur and phosphorus (Fig. 5.17). The molecular
weight of this polymer has been found to be moderate (Mn = 8,000). Fur-
ther examples of these interesting polymers will cast more light on the
structure-property relationship of poly(thionylphosphazene)s.
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Fig. 5.17. Synthesis of poly(thionylphosphazene)s containing alkyl side-groups

Chivers and coworkers have reported that the reaction of sulfur
monochloride, S2C12 with Cl2P(NSiMe3)(NSiMe3)2 affords a material with
a composition that is consistent with the polymer [SNPCl2N]n (see Eq.
5.10) [3]. However, the discouraging solubility properties of this polymer
did not allow its full characterization.

S,CI, CUP.
MeCN

N(SiMe3)2 -20 °C

Cl

- S = N — P = N —

Cl

(5.10)

5.6 Metallacyclophosphazenes

Metallacyclophosphazenes are a new class of heterocyclophosphazenes
that contain a metal atom in the phosphazene ring [20-23]. Apart from
their novelty there have been preliminary experiments which seem to sug-
gest that a few representative metallacyclophosphazenes can function as
monomers for ROP to the corresponding poly(metallaphosphazene)s [24].

The Bezman's salt [{Ph2P(NH2)}2N]+[Cl]" has served as a good synthon
for the preparation of metallacyclophosphazenes providing, a five-atom,
NPNPN, fragment. Ring-closure can occur if an appropriate reagent is al-
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lowed to react with this synthon. Thus, the reaction of Bezman's salt with
WC16 in refluxing chloroform afforded the first metallacyclophosphazene,
[{NPPh2}2{WCl3}] as a crystalline solid. The latter can be fluorinated by
AgF or NaF to afford [{NPPh2}2{WF3}]. The fluoro derivative can also be
obtained by the reaction of Bezman's salt with WF6 (Fig. 5.18). The mo-
lybdenum derivative [{NPPh2}2{MoCl3}] can be prepared by the reaction
of Bezman's salt with molybdenum pentachloride or molybdenum trichlo-
ride nitride (Fig. 5.18).

WCL

^PPh2 AgF or NaF

Cl
Cl

H2N'

•

'NH2

cr

WF6

MoCI5
or

N = M o C I 3

Ph2P^ ^PPh2 Ph2P^" "PPh2

1 II 1 II
Nc ^N N^ ^N

F " F <"Cl
31

= Mo

Fig. 5.18. Synthesis of metallacyclophosphazenes

The metallacyclophosphazenes [{NPPh2}2{VCl2}], [{NPPh2}2 {WBr3}],
or [{NPPh2}2{ReCl4}] can be prepared by the reaction of Bezman's salt
with the corresponding metal salt in the presence of Br2 or Cl2 (Fig. 5.19).

The characterization of these metallacyclophosphazenes has been car-
ried out by NMR as well as single-crystal X-ray structural studies. Thus,
the compound [{NPPh2}2 {WC13}] has a 31P-NMR signal at 39.2 ppm. This
may be compared with the 31P-NMR signal of gem-N3P3Cl2Ph4 (5 PPh2 =
17.2) and N3P3Ph6 (8 = 14.3). The molybdenum analogue
[{NPPh2}2{MoCl3}] has a similar chemical shift (5 = 42.4 ). The crystal
structures of [{NPPh2}2{WCl3}] and the [{NPPh2}2{MoCl3}] show that
the six-membered rings in these metallacyclophosphazenes are nearly pla-
nar. The metal atoms deviate from the plane of the rest of the ring. Thus, in
the molybdenum derivative, the molybdenum is about 0.13 Ä away from
the mean-plane of the ring. The P-N distances in the molybdenum deriva-
tive are of two types. Short distances (av. 1.583 Ä) are associated with the
nitrogen that is farther away from the metal. The P-N distances involving
the nitrogens that are adjacent to the metal are longer (1.650 Ä). Similarly,
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the bond angles involving the nitrogens in the Mo-N-P bonds are larger
(av. 134. 5°) than the nitrogen in the P-N-P segment (127.9 °).

Ph 2 Ff ^PPh2

H2N' 'NH2

CI"

VCI4/CI2

""P h2P
I
N

Br

WBr4/Br2

'T2

ReCI5/CI2

I
Br

h 2fN

ciyl^ci

Cl Cl

M = Re

Fig. 5.19. Synthesis of metallacyclophosphazenes in the presence of metal halides
and Br2 or Cl2

Examples of eight-membered metallacyclophosphazene rings also exist.
(see Eq. 5.11). There is no example of a metallacyclophosphazene of the
type [{NPC12}2{MC1X}]. This is probably because of the lack of appropri-
ate synthons. However, the recent utility of the chlorophosphoranimine
Me3SiNPCl3 suggests that this compound could be a useful synthon for the
synthesis of chlorometallacyclophosphazenes.
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It has been briefly reported that the metallacyclophosphazenes
[{NPPh2}2{WCl3}] and [{NPPh2}2{Moa3}] can be polymerized in boiling
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xylene to afford the corresponding poly(metallaphosphazene)s (see Eq.
5.12) [24]. However, no further studies on these polymers have appeared.

5.7 Other Phosphorus-Containing Polymers

5.7.1 Polyphosphinoboranes

Polyphosphinoboranes, [RPH-BH2]n, are a recent class of polymers that
contain a P-B repeat unit in the polymer backbone [25, 26]. These poly-
mers are prepared by a rhodium-catalyzed dehydropolymerization proce-
dure. The monomers that have been used for these polymers are the
phosphine-borane adducts, RPH2.BH3. Dehydropolymerization of these
adducts occurs by the use of rhodium complexes such as [{Rh(u-Cl)(l,5-
cod)}2] or even by simple rhodium salts such as RhCl3 or RhCl3.xH2O. The
polymerization is carried out in neat conditions (no solvent) (see Eq.5.13).

1 0 0 - 1 2 0 ° c f i l l ( 5 . 1 3 )
R— PH2BH3 •• T~P— B-r

Rh catalyst I I I Jn
H H H

2

R = Ph, /Bu, p-nBuC6H4, p-C12H25-C6H4

The molecular weights of these polymers have been determined by vari-
ous methods. For example, the molecular weights (Mw) of [PhPHBH2]n and
[zBuPHBH2]n as determined by static light scattering methods are 20,000
and 13,100, respectively. The phosphorus chemical shifts of the
phosphine-borane adducts and the linear polymers are nearly similar. Thus,
while the 31P-NMR signal of PhPH2.BH3 is at -47 ppm, the linear polymer
resonates at -48.9 ppm.

Polyphosphinoboranes are reasonably flexible at room temperature. This
is reflected in the Tgs of these polymers: [z'BuPHBH2]n (5 °C); \p-
«BuC6H4)PHBH2]n (8 °C); [(p-C12H25-C6H4)PHBH2]n (-1 °C). The few ex-
amples of polyphosphinoboranes that are known are all thermally quite
stable. Interestingly, [PhPHBH2]n shows a ceramic yield of 75-80 % at
1000 °C indicating a possible utility for these polymers as polymer precur-
sors for boron phosphide-based solid-state materials [26].
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5.7.2 Polymers Containing P=C bonds

Recently, an addition polymerization of the phosphaalkene, (Mes)2P=CPh2

(Mes = 2,4,6-Me3-C6H2) has been reported [27]. Thus, after the vacuum
distillation of the crude monomer (150 °C; 0.1 mmHg) a residue was left
behind. Analysis of this revealed it to be a high polymer. It was suspected
that radical impurities might have caused the polymerization. Subsequently
it was shown that the phosphaalkene can be polymerized by free-radical or
anionic initiators to afford a low molecular weight (Mn = 5,000-10,000)
polymer (see Eq. 5.14) [27]. The 31P-NMR chemical shift of the polymer (-
10 ppm) is considerably upfield shifted vis-ä-vis the monomer (+233
ppm).

(5.14)
Ph

radical initiator
or

MeLi
A

\s
Ph,

Mes Ph

The polymer [MesP-CPh2]n is reasonably stable towards moisture and
air. However, the trivalent phosphorus center in this polymer can be oxi-
dized by treatment with H2O2 to afford [MesP(O)-CPh2]n. Similarly, treat-
ing [MesP-CPh2]n with sulfur converts it into [MesP(S)-CPh2]n.

An interesting condensation reaction to afford a polymer with P=C
bonds has been recently reported [28]. The reaction involves a [1,3]-
silatropic rearrangement (Fig. 5.20).

Me

Me3Six ,SiMe3

-2Me3SiCI

Me

85 °C

Me3S'—O
Me Me

Poly(p-phenylenephosphaalkene)

Fig. 5.20. Preparation of poly(p-phenylenephosphalakene)

The reaction of the difunctional reagent ClC(O)-Ar-C(O)Cl [Ar = 2, 3,
5, 6-Me4C6] with (SiMe3)2P-C6H4-/?-P(SiMe3)2 leads not only to the elimi-
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nation of Me3SiCl, but also of the migration of the remaining SiMe3 group
on phosphorus to the carbonyl oxygen. This overall reaction generates
poly(p-phenylenephosphaalkene). This polymer is isolated as a mixture of
various regioisomers. Poly(p-phenylenephosphaalkene) is a heavier con-
gener of the well-studied organic luminescent polymer poly(p-phenylene
vinylene) (Fig. 5. 21).

/ / ^

Fig. 5.21. Poly(p-phenylenevmylene)

These new phosphorus containing, polymers reveal the potential utility
of incorporating the main-group linkages in polymer chains.

5.8 Poly(alkyl/aryloxothiazenes)

The polymers [S]n and [SN]n have been mentioned in Chapter 1. Other sul-
fur-containing polymers that have already been dealt with so far include
those that have P-N-S and P-N-S(O) units as well as those that contain al-
ternate S(O)N and PN units in the polymer backbone. In this section we
will briefly look at polymers containing alternate sulfur and nitrogen atoms
in the polymer backbone. In these polymers sulfur is hexavalent. An oxy-
gen atom and an alky or an aryl group is present as the side-chain substitu-
ents on sulfur.

n o
° ^ -I-M-IU-

Me3SiN=S— OR" *• ~ T N r IJ | -Me3SiOR" l I Jn
R' R '

R1 = Me, Et, Ph, 4-F-C6H4

R" = OCH2CF3, OPh
MeOH

HN=S-OR"
I -R"OH
R' R'

R' = Me R" = OPh, OCH2CF3

R' = Ph R" = OPh

Fig. 5.22. Synthesis of poly(alkyl/aryloxothiazene)s
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Poly (alky 1/aryloxothiazenes), [N=S(O)R]n, have been prepared by the
thermolysis of N-silylsulfonimidates, [Me3SiN=S(O)R'(OR")]. The ther-
mal condensation is catalyzed by Lewis acids such as BF3.Et2O, A1C13 or
by bases such as F and the phenoxide ion (Fig. 5.22) [29]. These polymers
can also be prepared by using an alternative pathway. Thus, the N-
silylsulfonimidates can be desilylated to the corresponding free sulfonimi-
dates [HN=S(O)R'(OR")]. The latter can be converted to the polymers,
also by a thermolysis reaction (Fig. 5.22).

Poly(alkyl/aryloxothiazenes) are high-molecular-weight polymers and
have good solubility properties. Their glass transition temperatures are
quite high. For example, while [N=S(O)Me]n has a Tg of 55-65 °C,
[N=S(O)Ph]n has a Tg of 85 °C. Although experimental structural studies
have been limited, based on theoretical calculations, a cis-trans helical
conformation has been proposed for poly(methyloxothiazene),
[N=S(O)Me]n[29].

5.9 Borazine-based Polymers

Borazine is an important and well-studied inorganic heterocyclic ring. It is
isoelectronic with benzene and has been known as inorganic benzene
(5.23).

H

VVH

H

Borazine Benzene

Fig. 5.23. Borazine and benzene

Interest in borazine-based polymers arises out of their possible utility as
precursors for the preparation of boron nitride, a high value ceramic mate-
rial. It was discovered that borazine readily undergoes a dehydropolymeri-
zation at 70-110 °C to afford a soluble polymer, polyborazylene, in about
80-90% yield (see Eq. 5.15) [30, 31].

H Hv ,H (5.15)

/ N - H< / N H j ^ I
N=B N=B

/ \ / \
H H H H
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Based on extensive spectroscopic studies it has been suggested that the
six-membered B-N rings are retained in the polymer. The structure of the
polymer is not entirely linear but also contains branched-chain and fused-
cyclic segments [31]. Polyborazylene is soluble in solvents such as THF.
Measurements by low-angle laser light scattering techniques reveal that the
molecular weights vary from 3,000-8,000. Most interestingly, it has been
shown that polyborazylenes are excellent polymer precursors for BN ce-
ramics. High ceramic yields (84-93 %) have been obtained.

Recently, modified polyborazylenes have been prepared by reactions
with secondary amines containing alkyl chains such as diethylamine,
dipentylamine as well as silyl amines such as hexamethyldisilazane (see
Eq. 5.16) [32].

H H H H H H ( 5 . 1 6 )

\ | = E ( / N = B N

' H H N - C 5 H H

Modified-polyborazylenes

Modified polyborazylenes have better solubility properties than the par-
ent polyborazylene. Also, these new versions of polyborazylenes are melt-
spinnable and have been shown to afford boron nitride ceramic fibers on
thermal treatment [33].
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6 Polysiloxanes

6.1 Introduction

Polysiloxanes are inorganic polymers that contain alternate silicon and
oxygen atoms in their backbone [1-6]. While the silicon atom has two side-
groups the oxygen atom carries none. In this regard they are similar to
polyphosphazenes that we have seen in Chap. 3. The most widely studied
polymer of this family is poly(dimethylsiloxane) (PDMS) which contains
methyl groups as the substituents on silicon. PDMS is isoelectronic with
poly(isobutylene) as well as poly(dimethylphosphazene) although its prop-
erties are dramatically different (Fig. 6.1).

CH3

•Sf -O-r

L CH3

H CH3

- c — c —

H CH3J

CH;

—N=P

CH3

Fig. 6.1. PDMS, poly(isobutylene) and poly(dimethylphosphazene)

PDMS has several unusual properties [1, 5]. These are listed as follows.

1. Extremely low Tg (-123 °C)
2. Very high hydrophobicity
3. High thermal stability
4. Low surface tension
5. Low variation of viscosity with temperature
6. High gas permeability
7. Non-toxicity

These properties have made PDMS and related polymers the most im-
portant inorganic polymers from a commercial point of view. In fact, they
are the only inorganic polymers that have achieved a remarkably high level
of utility and consequently are produced in large quantities throughout the
world. Thus, it is estimated that nearly 800,000 metric tons of this family
of polymers is manufactured every year with a commercial value of over 4
billion U.S. dollars [7]. The applications of these polymers are in ex-
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tremely diverse areas. These include areas such as high-temperature insu-
lators, antifoam applications, biotransplants, contact lenses, drug-delivery
systems, flexible elastomers, personal care products and many more [1-7].
The greatest advantage that these polymers seem to possess is the ease
with which subtle modifications can be brought about in the polymer struc-
ture which has a profound influence on their properties and hence on the
applications. Thus, although PDMS as written above is depicted with a lin-
ear backbone all the applications mentioned above are not achieved by
such a linear polymer alone but by its many modifications. Thus, for many
elastomeric applications PDMS is used in a crosslinked form after being
reinforced with a material such as fumed silica [5]. The idealized structures
of such crosslinked polymers are depicted in Fig. 6.2. Crosslinks are
formed between different polysiloxane chains as a result of intermolecular
Si-O-Si linkages or Si-CH2CH2-Si links. Thus, the cross-linking principle
is similar to that of organic rubbers except that the method of achieving
such crosslinks is different.

CH3 CH3 CH3

-o—si—o—si—o—sj—o—si—o—

CH, CH, CH,

o
CH3

-o—si—o—si—o—si—o—

O CH3 CH3

CH3 CH3 CH3 CH3

—o—si—o—si—o—si—o—s'—
I I I I
CH3 6 H 2 CH3 CH3

CH3 CH2 CH3

—O—Si—O—Si—O—Si—O—
I I I
CH3 CH3 CH3

Fig. 6.2. Crosslinked PDMS

Many other members of the polysiloxane family are known. These have
not yet achieved the level of commercial success of the original systems.
These include polymers with double-strand type structures (Fig. 6.3), hy-
brid polymers containing alternate siloxane-organic backbones, or exam-
ples with siloxane-phosphazene hybrids etc. Some of these polymers will
also be described in this chapter.

Ph Ph Ph Ph

I I I
-Si—0—Si—O—S — O-S i—

OO 0

-Si—O—Si—O—Si—O-Si—
I I I I

Ph Ph Ph Ph

Fig. 6.3. Double-strand polysiloxanes
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Even before we consider polysiloxanes we should be aware that there
are other silicon-oxygen compounds and polymers that are all around us.
In fact, compounds containing silicon-oxygen bonds are ubiquitous [8].
Oxygen (49.5 %) and silicon (27.3%) are the two most abundant elements
in the earth's crust. Thus, almost inevitably most of the earth's crust - its
rocks, clays, soils and sands - are made up of entirely silica (SiO2) or sili-
cates. In fact, silicon does not exist in the free form in the earth's crust.
Silicon-oxygen compounds found in the earth's crust (silica or mineral
silicates) have an enormous diversity of structures. Thus, silica itself is
present in over 22 crystalline phases with different types of structures. For
example, the structure of ß-cristobalite is analogous to the structure of dia-
mond. Thus, analogous to diamond structure in ß-cristobalite also the
structure is built from interconnected tetrahedral units and it belongs to the
tetragonal system. In contrast, although the structure of the most common
form of silica quartz although built from corner shared [SiO4] tetrahedral
units has a helical architecture. Quartz itself exists in two different forms;
thus, while the thermodynamically more stable a-quartz has a trigonal
symmetry, the other crystalline modification ß-quartz possesses an hex-
agonal symmetry. The Si-O bond distances in a-quartz are 1.597 and 1.617
Ä, while the Si-O-Si bond angle is 144° [8].

In contrast to silica which is neutral and has a chemical composition of
SiO2, the mineral silicates are composed of the basic tetrahedral structural
unit [SiO4]

4~. The variation in structural types arises from a sharing of oxy-
gens between silicon centers. This essentially gives rise to structures where
the tetrahedral [SiO4] units are joined together. The corners of the tetrahe-
dra are shared between such fused structures. Because of the various ways
in which [SiO4] tetrahedra can be linked with each other, the silicate struc-
tures are quite diverse. For a detailed description of these silicate structures
the reader is advised to see well-known textbooks on Inorganic Chemistry
[8-9]. A brief summary of the structural information of silicates is as fol-
lows. Interestingly, some of the mineral silicate structures are mimicked by
the corresponding organosilicon compounds.

1. Orthosilicates (nesosilicates) such as Mg2Si04 or ZrSiO4. These
are also called nesosilicates. These silicate minerals contain dis-
crete [SiO4]

4" units. Silicon is surrounded by a tetrahedral coor-
dination of oxygen atoms. The oxygen centers are arranged in a
close-packed or nearly close-packed manner. The interstices of
this close-packed layer are occupied by the cations present in
the mineral silicate. The other examples of this mineral class in-
clude Be2Si04, Mn2Si04 or Fe2Si04. Garnets such as
[Mn3Min

2(SiO4)3] (Mn = Ca, Mg, Fe; Mra= Al, Cr, Fe) also be-
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long to the orthosilicate family. The simplest organosilicon ana-
logue of this family is tetramethylsilane Si(CH3)4. Notice that
[SiO4]

4" and Si(CH3)4are isoelectronic (Fig. 6.4).

o

o
1

Si'..,,
11

0

0

1 4

Fig. 6.4. The simplest structural unit of orthosilicates, [SiC ]̂4" and its organosili-
con analogue Si(CH3)4

2. Disilicates {sorosilicates) contain [Si2O7]
6" units. In this type of

silicates two silicons share one oxygen atom. This results in two
[SiO4] tetrahedra sharing one common corner having a Si-O-Si
bond. The bond angle at this junction oxygen is quite variable
and ranges from 130 to 180°. The examples of these mineral
silicates are, Sc2Si207, Lu2Si207, Nd2Si207, [Zri4(OH)2Si2O7].
The organosilicon analogue of this type of disilicates is the disi-
loxane, Me3Si-O-SiMe3 (Fig. 6.5)

CH3

H3CS
H3cf

Fig. 6.5. [Si2O7]
6" and its organosilicon analogue Me3Si-O-SiMe3

3. Cyclic silicates {cyclosilicates). This type of silicates, as the
name suggests has a cyclic structure with alternate silicon and
oxygen atoms in the cyclic ring. There is no example of a four-
membered ring because at least three tetrahedral [SiO4] units
have to join together to form a cyclic ring. Common ring motifs
are the six-membered [Si3O9]

6" and the twelve-membered
[Si6O]8]

12" structures. The examples of minerals that possess
these structures are [Ba,Ti{Si3O9}] and [Be3Al2{Si60i8}]. In
these types of silicates two oxygen atoms per each [SiO4] are
shared. Thus, the empirical formula of these structural types is
[SiO3]n

2n~. Several organocyclosiloxanes are known that are
structurally analogous to the cyclosilicates. For example, hexa-
methylcyclotrisiloxane, [Me2Si0]3 is a structural analogue of
the minerals possessing [Si3O9]

6" structural units (Fig. 6.6).
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0,̂
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H3C

,CH3

CH3

Fig. 6.6. The cyclic structural unit [S13O9] " and the organosiloxane analogue
[Me2Si0]6

4. Polymeric linear single-chain silicates (single-chain inosili-
cates). Chain silicates with successive repeat units of [SiO3]

2"
are among the most common type of silicate minerals. In this
type of minerals the fused [SiO4] tetrahedra is organized linearly
instead of in a cyclic manner (as was the case with the cyclosili-
cates). In this structural type also every repeat unit has two
common oxygen centers that are shared. Several variations of
this structural type are found in nature. Many minerals that be-
long to the pyroxene minerals are of this type. Examples of this
family include [Mg2Si206], [Na,Al{Si2O6}]. The organosilicon
example that is the structural analogue of these linear polymeric
silicates is polydimethylsiloxane [Me2SiO]n (Fig. 6.7). The
structural relationship between the cyclic and polymeric sili-
cates is similar to that between cyclo-[Me2SiO]n and poly-
[Me2SiO]n.

" \ „
^Sf^ ^ S i ^ ^SiV^

R = Me

[Me2SiO]n

Fig. 6.7. Linear single-chain silicates [SiO3]n
2n~ and their organosilicon analogues

[Me2SiO]n

5. Polymeric linear double chains (double-chain inosilicates). If
two linear silicates are linked with each other it results in double
chains. We have seen that in order to generate cyclic or linear
silicate structures every silicon has to share two oxygens with
its neighbors. When such linear chains are linked to each other
obviously additional sharing of oxygen atoms between silicon
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centers is required. This gives rise to silicon: oxygen ratios of
2: 5, 4:11, 6:17 etc. Double-chain structures having structural

building blocks such as [Si2O5
2"]n, [Si4On6~]n are quite common

(Fig. 6.8). Many amphiboles or asbestos minerals such as
[Mg3(Si2O5)(OH)4], [Ca2Mg5(Si4Oii)2(OH)2] belong to this class
of silicates.

Si'
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-O CX

Si'
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Si.

o
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O' "0 O O
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o
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o

J
sr

o.s
O-J

SbOc

Fig. 6.8. Examples of linear double-chain silicate structures

6. A further extension of the silicate mineral structures is possible
by forming sheet-type layered structures (phyllosilicates). In
this class of silicate structures cyclic rings of [SiO4] tetrahedra
are linked by shared oxygens to other cyclic rings to generate
two-dimensional sheet-like structures. One oxygen is exclu-
sively bonded to every silicon. The remaining oxygens are
shared between two silicons (Fig. 6.9). Thus, every silicon in
the phyllosilicate structure has 2.5 oxygens. Such two-
dimensional sheets are connected with each other by layers of
cations. The cations also have a coordination sphere of water
molecules. It is clear that many neutral molecules also can be
trapped in between the sheets. Because of these structural pecu-
liarities many soft minerals such as talc and many types of clays
such as kaolinite or montmorillonite belong to this class of min-
erals. The general formula of the kaolinite clays is
[Al2Si2O5(OH)4]. In these the Si2O5 sheets are bound to the alu-
minum hydroxide [Al2(OH)4] layers. Montmorillonite clays
have a general formula of

[(Ca,Na,H)(Al,Mg,Fe,Zn)2(SiAl)4Ol0(OH)2].xH2O. In these
structures aluminum hydroxide is sandwiched between two sili-
cate layers. The interlayer space is filled with the cations and
variable amounts of water.
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Fig. 6.9. Layered silicate structure

7. The most complex elaboration of silicates leads to the genera-
tion of three-dimensional structures (tectosilicates). These
classes of minerals are also called framework silicates because
their structures are composed of interconnected tetrahedral net-
works forming intricate frameworks similar to those found in
houses. In these framework silicates all the oxygens are shared
giving rise to a silicon to oxygen ratio of 1:2. The framework
silicates can have a bewildering array of compositions because
many cations such as the aluminum ion can substitute for the
silicon ion up to 50%. Replacing each silicon by one aluminum
increases the negative charge by one unit. To compensate this
and maintain the charge balance additional cations are needed.
Minerals such as feldspars and zeolites belong to the framework
silicate family.

6.2 Historical Aspects of Poly(dimethysiloxane)

Although many of the silicates discussed above are polymers they do not
possess the properties that we associate with organic polymers. Thus, these
minerals are neither thermoplastic nor elastomeric. This is primarily due to
their three-dimensional structures and/or their ionic nature. Thus, neutral
substances such as silica are three-dimensional structures analogous to
highly crosslinked organic thermoset materials. The thermal stability of
silica and related substances is, of course, much higher. On the other hand,
even two-dimensional silicates are not tractable and cannot be processed
by methods that are commonly employed for organic polymers. This is
probably due to the fact that the countercations present in mineral silicates
function as effective crosslinking agents.

The search for organosilicon polymers in general and
poly(dimethylsiloxane) in particular has its origins in attempts to bridge
the gap between mineral silicates, on the one hand, and organic polymers
on the other. The need for flexible substances that can serve as high-
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temperature insulation materials served as the impetus for this search [5].
These aspects are discussed in the following.

The discovery of poly(dimethylsiloxane) and the foundation of the sili-
cones industry has been the subject of many reviews and for the full details
of this interesting historical account the reader is directed to these appro-
priate sources [5, 7]. A brief summary of this is presented here.

The development of the silicones industry depended very critically on
the ability to make compounds containing Si-C bonds. From the point of
view of commercial viability it was also important that organosilicon com-
pounds should be prepared by efficient synthetic methodologies which
would contain a minimum number of synthetic steps and which avoid ex-
pensive reagents. The achievement of these goals culminated in the current
silicone technology.

The first efforts of making organosilicon compounds are due to Friedel
and Crafts in the nineteenth century. They alkylated silicon tetrachloride
with the help of zinc alkyls or mercury alkyls. Silicon tetrachloride is pre-
pared by the chlorination of silicon and the latter itself is produced by the
Moissan method of high temperature reduction of SiO2 with carbon which
involves reduction in an electric furnace by the use of graphite electrodes.
The whole process can be summarized as follows (see Eq. 6.1) [5, 7].

Si + 2CI2 SiCI4 ( 6 . 1 )

SiO2 + 2C — Si + 2CO

2Zn(C2H5)2 + SiCI4 • Si(C2H6)4 + 2 ZnCI2

2Hg(C6H5)2 + SiCI4 • Si(C6H5)4 + 2 HgCI2

From these preparative procedures tetraalkyl and tetraarysilanes could
be synthesized. It was observed that compounds such as tetraphenylsilane,
SiPh4, have a remarkable thermal stability (boiling point 530 °C). Seyferth,
in a recent review on dimethyldichlorosilane, points out that Friedel and
Crafts by oxidation of tetraethylsilane, SiEt4, were able to isolate
[Et2SiO]n- probably the first example of a polysiloxane [7]. Ladenburg in
Germany was able to extend the methodology of Friedel and Crafts to the
alkylation of tetraethoxysilane to prepare EtSi(OEt)3, Et2Si(OEt)2,
Et3Si(OEt) and MeSi(OEt)3. He also isolated products of the type
[Et2SiO]n, [EtSiOi.s] as well as [MeSiOi.5]n[7].

The next leap in the development of organosilicon compounds was due
to the efforts of F. S. Kipping in England and A. Stock in Germany. Kip-
ping applied the then newly discovered Grignard reagents for alkylating
and arylating silicon (see Eq. 6.2).
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C2H5MgBr + SiCI4 - (C2H5)SiCI3 (6 2 )

2C2H5MgBr + SiCI4 • (C2H5)2SiCI2

Thus, the sequential reaction of the alkyl/aryl Grignard reagents with
silicon tetrachloride allowed Kipping to isolate products such as R3SiCl,
R2SiCl2 or RSiCl3. Kipping further found out that the organochlorosilanes
hydrolyze to afford the corresponding hydroxy derivatives which further
condense to give other products (see Eq. 6.3). Thus, Kipping found out
that hydrolysis of diorganodichlorosilanes results in final products with the
composition [R2SiO]n. These products were called silicones in analogy
with ketones [5, 7]. However, these compounds do not contain a silicon-
oxygen double bond (Si=O). Indeed, there has been no authentic or-
ganosilicon compound to date that has been shown to contain a Si=O dou-
ble bond.

R3SiCI + H2O »- R3SiOH + HCI ( 6 . 3 )

R3SiOH + R3SiOH R3Si-O-SiR3 + H2O

R2SiCI2 + 2H2O " R2Si(OH)2 + 2 HCI

2 R2Si(OH)2 »- 2 (R2SiO]n + H2O

But it must be said to the credit of Kipping, that he realized that the sili-
cones that he isolated were complex structures which were probably built
from the monomeric R2SiO unit. The hydrolysis of organochlorosilanes by
Kipping invariably led to the isolation of a lot of oils and gums. In some
instances, he was able to isolate cyclic rings such as [Ph2Si0J3 or
[Ph2SiO]4. Kipping was quite disappointed with the nature of organosilicon
compounds and was quite pessimistic about the future of organosilicon
chemistry [5, 7]. However, there is no doubt that his initial and pioneering
work laid strong foundations for the future development of this branch of
chemistry.

The other pioneer of organosilicon chemistry, Alfred Stock, excelled in
the development of the synthesis of the volatile and inflammable silicon
(and boron) hydrides. He developed new types of glassware and vacuum
techniques to isolate and characterize these highly reactive compounds.
Stock was also able to prepare dichlorosilane, H2SiCl2, which served as
starting materials for dimethylsilane, (CH3)2SiH2. Stock was also able to
find out that dimethysilane hydrolyzes to give small quantities of an oily
material. This oil was [Me2SiO]n. Thus, Stock was probably the first per-
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son to have prepared poly(dimethylsiloxane) [5,7] (see Eq. 6.4). He did
not, however, proceed to characterize this compound any further or inves-
tigate its properties.

SiH4 + 2HCI - SiH2CI2 + 2 H 2 v D l ^

SiH2CI2 + (CH3)2Zn • (CH3)2SiH2 + ZnCI2

(CH3)2SiH2 + 2H2O • (CH3)2Si(OH)2 + H2

n(CH3)2Si(OH)2 - [(CH3)2SiO]n + nH2O

Interest in organosilicon polymeric resins was at first aroused in indus-
try because of the need to develop insulation materials that would be in-
definitely stable at high temperatures [5]. It was envisaged that organosili-
con polymers could provide a matrix for glass fibers and the entire matrix
could be cured to afford the required insulation materials. Using Kipping's
methodology, several organochlorosilanes such as PhEtSiCl2 were synthe-
sized by the organic chemist Hyde at the Corning Glass works company.
These diorganochlorosilanes could be hydrolyzed to afford the polymeric
derivatives [PhEtSiO]n. It was also found that this polymer could be cured
(crosslinked) by heating it at 200 °C. This crosslinked polysiloxane mate-
rial could be used continuously at 160 °C without significant degradation
[5].

The above important result in polysiloxanes was followed by the work
of Rochow at General Electric Corp. towards development of polymers of
the type [Me2SiO]n. Rochow was motivated in avoiding C-C bonds in his
polymers (because of their thermal instability at high temperatures) and
this led him to investigate methylorganosilanes. Initially, he also used the
Kipping route and was able to synthesize methylchlorosilanes such as
MeSiCl3 and Me2SiCl2. Hydrolysis of this mixture gave a polymer which
could be cured by thermal treatment. Some such crosslinked polymers
(with Si/CH3 ratio around 1.3-1.5) were very stable and underwent oxida-
tion very slowly even at 300 °C. However, in spite of the attractive nature
of the methylsilicone polymer there was a major difficulty in commercial-
izing this material. The difficulty was in extending the Grignard route to
the commercial scale. Among other factors the cost of magnesium metal
was an important impediment. The breakthrough came in the way of a di-
rect process of preparing the methylchlorosilanes without the need to go
through the Grignard reagent. Rochow realized that the reaction of HC1
with silicon affords chlorosilanes such as HSiCl3 or H2SiCl2 as demon-
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stated by Alfred Stock. Rochow applied this procedure to react CH3C1
with silicon. In one classic experiment he found that this reaction pro-
ceeded to afford methylchlorosilanes in the presence of copper as the cata-
lyst. A mixture of chlorosilanes with close boiling points were obtained:
MeSiCl3, 57.3 °C; Me2SiCl2, 70.0 °C; Me3SiCl, 57.3 °C, SiCL,, 57.6 °C
[5]. The process could later be optimized to obtain maximum yields of
Me2SiCl2(seeEq. 6.5).

Cu powder (f. s.\
2MeCI + Si — »• Me2SiCI2 V°--V

300°C

The direct process is also quite versatile and can be fine-tuned to pre-
pare other types of chlorosilanes also. Ethylchlorosilanes could also be
similarly prepared analogous to the synthesis of methylchlorosilanes.
Preparation of phenylchlorosilanes required a slight modification of the
catalyst. Addition of a mixture of HC1 and MeCl to silicon affords mix-
tures of methylchlorosilanes along with MeSiHCl2. Simultaneously, along
with Rochow, but independently, Richard Mueller in Germany had also
come out with a direct process, initially for preparing HS1CI3, and later for
methylchlorosilanes [7].

The discovery of the direct process of the synthesis of organochlorosi-
lanes took these compounds from the realm of laboratory curiosity to
commercially important materials. The chemistry of the polymerization
methods for the assembly of polysiloxanes is discussed in the subsequent
sections. Polysiloxanes are synthesized by two principal methods (a) ring-
opening polymerization of cyclosiloxanes and (b) condensation polymeri-
zation involving a hydrolysis/condensation reaction of diorganodichlorosi-
lanes or condensation reaction between two difunctional diorganosilanes.

6.3 Ring-Opening Polymerization of Cyclosiloxanes

Ring-opening polymerization of cyclosiloxanes is a very effective method
for obtaining linear polymers. Before we consider this aspect let us digress
slightly and have a look at the synthesis and structures of a few representa-
tive examples of cyclosiloxanes. This will help us in understanding the re-
lationship that these cyclic heterocyclic rings have with their linear coun-
terparts. In this regard this relationship is similar to what we have
encountered so far in the case of cyclophosphazenes, heterocyclophos-
phazenes and the linear polymers derived from them.
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6.3.1 Cyclosiloxanes

Cyclosiloxanes are inorganic heterocylic rings that contain alternate silicon
and oxygen atoms in their cyclic structures [10]. While silicon carries two
substituents and is therefore tetracoordinate, oxygen has none and is dico-
ordinate. In this regard the cyclosiloxanes are similar to cyclophos-
phazenes. However, unlike cyclophosphazenes, cyclosiloxanes do not con-
tain a valence unsaturated skeleton.

Several types of cyclosiloxanes are known in literature. The high tem-
perature reaction of SiCl4 with oxygen results in the formation of both
open-chain compounds Sin0n.iCln+2 and cyclic products [Cl2SiO]n (n = 3,4
etc.) [11]. These compounds are extremely moisture-sensitive and have not
found commercial applications as monomers for polymer synthesis. These
six- and eight-membered chlorocyclosiloxanes [Cl2Si0]3 and [Cl2Si0]4 are
isoelectronic analogues of the corresponding chlorocyclophosphazenes,
N3P3C16 andN4P4Cl8 (Fig. 6.10).

cis yc\ ciN p
~, O' K O _, ~, N^ ^ N „ ,
Cl s , | Cl Cl || | Cl

S i \ „Si( R ^ P v

Cl ' ° NCI C l ' N" VCI

Cl Cl Cl Cl

Cl-Si—0—Si—Cl Cl—P=N—P—Cl
I I I II
0 0 N N

Cl-Si—O—Si—Cl Cl—P—N=P—Cl
I I I I
Cl Cl Cl Cl

Fig. 6.10. The chlorocyclosiloxanes [Cl2Si0]3 and [Cl2Si0]4 along with their
isoelectronic chlorocyclophosphazenes [N3P3Cl6] and [N4P4CI8], respectively

Cyclosiloxanes with other substituents on silicon are also known. Vari-
ous types of cyclosiloxanes containing different types of alkyl and aryl
substituents on the silicon are known. The four-membered [R'RSiO]2 cy-
clic rings are quite rare. Thus, disiloxanes of this type have been prepared
by the oxygenation of the corresponding disilenes, R'RSi=SiRR' (for ex-
ample: R = R'=2,4,6-Me3-C6H2-; R = 2,4,6-Me3-C6H2, R'= tBu) [12] (Fig.
6.11). The six- and eight-membered ring compounds, on the other hand,
are generally more common. Three-dimensional silsesquioxanes [RSiOi.5]8

are obtained in the hydrolysis reaction of the trichlorosilane, RSiCl3 [13].
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R,^o'S\,

R = R' = 2,4,6-Me3-C6H2- R = R' = Me, (Bu, Ph

R = 2,4,6-Me3-C6H2- R = fBu R = Me, Ph

R R' R^ / R

R R Si 0 Si

TT VM
R-Si—O—Si-R O Si o i—Sk

R' R' \ / °\/ R

Si 0 Si.
R' R

R = R' = H, Me, Ph, vinyl
R = Me, R' = Ph R = Me, B, CH=CH2, Ph

Fig. 6.11. Different kinds of organosiloxanes in ring or cage structures. The cage
siloxanes are referred to as silsesquioxanes

The ring size in cyclosiloxanes varies a lot. The smallest sized ring is of
course the four-membered ring mentioned above, while larger rings are
also known. In a study of the hydrolysis of H2SiCl2 carried out with
stoichiometric or a slight excess amount of water, Seyferth and coworkers
have found the formation of [H2SiO]n cyclosiloxanes. Cyclic oligomers
with n = 4-23 were detected by gas chromatography [14]. However, the
most common cyclic products in the hydrolysis of diorganodichlorosilanes,
RR'SiCl2, are the six- and the eight-membered cyclosiloxanes [R'RSiO]3

and[R'RSiO]4[5,7].
Although the hydrolysis of RR'SiCl2 leads to the formation of several

products including many linear products (both oligomers and polymers) it
is also possible to control the reaction (for example, by proper dilution) to
ensure that cyclic products predominate. For example, hydrolysis of
Me2SiCl2 (in a scale of about 200 g) using a very large excess of water
(600 mL) can lead to predominantly the eight-membered ring, [Me2Si0]4

[15] (see Eq. 6.6).
Me Me (6.6)

Me-Si—O—Si—Me
Ma cim excess of water I I
Me2bi0l2 ^ O O

25 °C I I
Me-Si—O—Si—Me

Me Me
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Some cyclosiloxanes can also be prepared by condensation reactions.
For example, the compound [{SiPh2}{SiMe2}203] can be prepared by the
condensation of Me2SiCl2 with tetraphenyldisiloxane-1,3-diol [10, 13] (see
Eq. 6.7).

"W" 1 (6-7)

Si SK M
OH OH

Me" V
M e

Similarly, the cyclotrisiloxane [{Si(CH=CH2)2{SiMe2}03] can be pre-
pared by the condensation of divinyldichlorosilane with tetramethyldisi-
loxane-1,3-diol [16] (see Eq. 6.8).

MeN 0^ ^Me li = = N S i ^ = (6-8)
Me-Si S hMe + S i < C I Et2°-Et3N > Me^O O M e

OH OH < Cl -Et3N.HCI S i \ Si '
W Me' ° Me

The X-ray crystal structures of a number of cyclosiloxanes have been
determined [13]. The structural data for a few selected cyclotrisiloxanes
and cyclotetrasiloxanes are summarized in Table 6.1. The structural fea-
tures of cyclotrisiloxanes can be summarized as follows.

1. Most of the six-membered rings are planar while the eight-
membered rings are nonplanar. The Si-0 bond distances depend
on the substituents on silicon. The shortest distances are found
for chlorocyclosiloxanes (see Table 6.1, entries 1 and 8).

2. The bond angles at silicon are very close to ideal tetrahedral an-
gles. The bond angles at oxygen show considerable variation.
Invariably the angles are all quite wide and range from 132 —
170°. The lowest bond angles are seen for the six-membered
rings. This may be related to some amount of ring strain that
these rings have in comparison to the eight-membered rings.

3. It is notable that in [Cl2SiO]4 two types of Si-O-Si bond angles
are seen (148.5 and 170.7°). It is interesting to compare the Si-
O-Si bond angles of cyclotrisiloxanes with acyclic derivatives.
For example, in Cl3Si-O-SiCl3 the bond angle is 146°. This
variation of bond angles in siloxanes is a reflection of the ease
with which bond-angle adjustments can be made at oxygen to
suit the structural requirements of a molecule. This property has
important implications in the properties of polysiloxanes.
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Table 6.1. Metric parameters of some cyclosiloxanes

SNo. Cyclosiloxane Bond Bond angle Bond angle
length (A) O O

(Si-O) (Si-O-Si) (O-Si-O)

1 [Cl2Si0]3 1.617(2) 132.3(2) 109.6(1)

2 [Me2Si0]3 1.61(4) 136 104

3 [7Bu2SiO]3 1.654(1) 134.9(1) 105.1(1)

4 cw-[MePhSiO]3 1.65(1) 132(1) 107(1)

5 trans- 1.65(1) 132(1) 107(1)
[MePhSiO]3

6 [Ph2SiO]3 1.640(6) 132-133 107.0(3)

7 (H2Si0)4 1.628(4) 148.6(12) 112.0(9)

8 [Cl2Si0]4 1.592(2) 148.5(1) 109.8(1)

170.7(1)

9 [Me2Si0]4 1.65 142.5 109

10 [MePhSiO]4 1.622(2) 150.2(2) 109.6(2)

11 [Ph2SiO]4 1.613(7) 167.4(5), 109.1(4)

153.2(4)

4. Finally it is interesting to note that the bond angles at oxygen in
cyclotrisiloxanes are much wider in comparison to the angles
found at nitrogen in the corresponding cyclophosphazenes.
Thus, for example, the Si-O-Si bond angle in the six-membered
ring [Cl2Si0]3 is 132.3°. In comparison, the P-N-P bond angle
found in the isoelectronic cyclotriphosphazene, N3P3C16, is
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121.4°. Also in the latter the P-N-P and the N-P-N bond angles
are nearly equal in contrast to the large difference between Si-
O-Si and O-Si-0 bond angles found in cyclotrisiloxanes.

6.3.2. Ring-opening Polymerization of Cyclosiloxanes by Ionic
Initiators

Cyclosiloxanes, [R2SiO]n, (n = 3,4) can be polymerized by ROP methods
to the corresponding linear polymer [R2SiO]n (R = alkyl, aryl). Two differ-
ent types of initiators are used for this reaction [17-19]. (1) Cationic initia-
tors and (2) anionic initiators. Before we look at the individual methods of
ROP let us look at the main features of the ROP of cyclosiloxanes.

1. There is virtually no ring-strain in the eight-membered cyclosi-
loxanes, while the ring strain in the six-membered derivatives
has been estimated to be about 38 kJ mol"1. Since Si-0 bonds
are being broken and re-formed during the process of ROP and
since no ring strain is involved (at least in the case of eight-
membered rings), this polymerization is not enthalpy driven.

2. However, there is an increase in the entropy because the skeletal
mobility in the polysiloxane chains is far greater than that ob-
served in the cyclic compounds. Therefore, the ROP of cylclosi-
loxanes is entropy driven.

3. The ring-opening polymerization of cyclosiloxanes is a complex
equilibrium polymerization and detailed studies have shown
that a series of competing reactions exist that allow formation of
cyclic as well as polymeric products. The overall polymeriza-
tion is a chain-growth polymerization.

4. The linear polymers can be reconverted to the cyclic com-
pounds particularly if initiator concentration is too high and if
the initiator is not removed or neutralized at the end of the reac-
tion. However, it is the triumph of polymer chemists that in
spite of these challenges polysiloxanes with molecular weights
in the range of 2-5 million can be prepared quite routinely. The
PDFs are not very narrow and no method seems to be yet avail-
able that allows synthesis of polysiloxanes with narrow molecu-
lar-weight distributions.

There is a special nomenclature that is used in polysiloxane literature
which is not encountered elsewhere. Although we will not use this nomen-
clature in this book it is useful to know about it [5]. The monomeric struc-
tural unit of a poly(dimethylsiloxane) viz., Me2SiO is termed D because
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this center is difunctional and can form two bonds with its neighbors. The
Me3SiO group is called M because it is monofunctional and can only bond
to one neighbor. Similarly, the MeSiO3 group could be termed T because it
is trifunctional. Let us see how this nomenclature works. For example,
Me3Si0SiMe3 will simply be called MM. Me3Si0Me2Si0SiMe3 will be
called MDM; [Me2Si0]3 will be called D3; [Me2Si0]4 will be called D4

and so on. If the substituents on silicon are not methyl groups the nomen-
clature can become cumbersome. For example, [Ph2Si0]3 will be referred
to D3

Ph with the superscript serving as the identifier for the substituent pre-
sent on silicon.

With the above background let us first look at the cation initiated ROP
of cyclosiloxanes.

6.3.2.1 Cationic Polymerization

Several cationic initiators such as Lewis acids or protic acids can be em-
ployed to effect the polymerization of cyclosiloxanes [17-19]. Among
protic acids, H2SO4, HC1O4, CF3SO3H etc. have been widely used. Many
Lewis acids have been used including A1C13 and SnCl4. The mechanism of
polymerization initiated by CF3SO3H is given below. Two broad types of
mechanisms are envisaged 1) acidolysis/condensation and 2) generation of
an active propagating center.

In the acidolysis/condensation mechanism the initiation of the polymeri-
zation is believed to generate the linear chain which contains a hydroxyl
terminal group as well as a CF3SO2 end-group (see Eq. 6.9).

Me, Me (6 9)
SiC Me Me Me v '

.. O" O .„ CF3SO3H I I I
M es I I / M e — HO-Si—O—Si—O—Si—O—SO2CF3

S K Si( I I I 2 3

Me' ° ' Me M e M e M e

The propagation reaction proceeds in two ways. The first of these in-
volves condensation of two molecules involving their hydroxyl end-
groups. This leaves terminal triflate groups (see Eq. 6.10).

Me Me Me Me Me Me (6.10)
CF3S(O)2OSi—0—Si—O—Si—OH + HO-Si—O—Si—O—Si—OS(O)2CF3

Me Me Me Me Me Me

-H2O

Me Me Me
CF3S(O)2O-Si-fo—Si)-O— Si— O— S(O)2CF3

I x l'4 I
Me Me Me
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The second route of propagation involves condensation of a molecule
containing one hydroxyl end-group with another molecule containing a
CF3SO2 end-group (see Eq. 6.11). Further reactions lead to the formation
of the high polymer.

Me Me Me Me Me Me (g \ \ \

CF3S(O)2O— S i - f o—sA-O— Si— OH + CF3S(O)2O—Si-fo— Si)-O—Si— OH
I \ l ' 4 I 1 * l ' 4 I

I / K I I / IN I
S i - ^ - O — S i j - O — S i — O H + C F 3 S ( O ) 2 O — S i - ^ - O — S i j - O — S i -
Me Me Me Me Me Me

-CF3SO3H

Me Me Me Me Me Me
I / l\ I I / IN I

SH-O—Si4-O—Si—O—Si-fO—Si+-O—Si—(
Me Me Me Me Me Me

This type of polymerization reaction can also be used to generate short-
chain linear siloxanes. Thus, carrying out the acid-catalyzed ROP of
[Me2Si0]4 in the presence of the disiloxane Me3Si-O-SiMe3 allows the
formation of (predominantly) Me3Si0(SiMe20)4Me3Si. The Me3Si group
functions as a chain blocker or a terminator group. This method of chain
termination is also valid for the high polymers. In the case of the short
chain generation, the reactions involved are summarized in Eqs. 6.12-6.14.
Thus, the initiation is envisaged as the ring-opening of the eight-membered
ring (see Eq. 6.12). This generates the difunctional linear siloxane (con-
taining Si-OH and Si-OSO2CF3 end-groups).

Me Me (6J2)

Me-Si—O—Si—Me Me Me Me Me
I I CF3SO3H I I I ]

O O » HO—Si—O—Si—O—Si—O—Si—OS(O)2CF3

Me-Si—O—Si—Me Me Me Me Me

Me Me

Simultaneously, the disiloxane Me3SiOSiMe3 is also opened up by the
protic acid (see Eq. 6.13).

CF3SO3H ((. 12)
Me3Si0SiMe3 • Me3SiOH + Me3SiOS(O)2CF3 V U - 1 J 7

Subsequent combination of either Me3Si0H or Me3SiOSO2CF3 with the
linear siloxane affords Me3Si0(SiMe20)4Me3Si (see Eq. 6.14). The reac-
tions shown in Eqs. 6.12-6.14 represent the ideal situation; in practice both
shorter and longer chain siloxanes are formed. This is because the reaction
of trifiic acid (or any other protic acid) with siloxanes essentially breaks up
the Si-O-Si bonds to generate compounds containing Si-OH and/or Si-
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OSO2CF3 end-groups. Thus, there is an opportunity for several types of
products which eventually equilibrate to the most probable products. The
important point to note is that the average molecular weight of such short-
chain polysiloxanes Me3Si(OSiMe2)nOSiMe3 can be regulated by the ini-
tial ratio of Me3Si0SiMe3 and [Me2SiO]4. In the reactions shown in Eqs.
6.12-6.14 the ratio of Me3Si0SiMe3 and [Me2Si0]4 is 1:1. This can lead to
the main product being Me3Si(OSiMe2)4OSiMe3.

(6.14)
2 Me3SiOS(O)2CF3

Me Me Me Me
I I I I

HO-Si—O—Si—O—Si—O—Si—OS(O)2CF3

Me Me Me Me

-2 CF,SO,H

Me Me Me Me

Me3Si0—Si—O—Si—O—Si—O—Si—

Me

Si

Me Me Me

Linear short-chain polysiloxanes Me3Si(OSiMe2)nOSiMe3 are used as
silicone oils. Such oils are characterized by their high thermal stability and
low viscosity temperature coefficient (VTC). A low VTC implies a small
change in viscosity vis-ä-vis temperature. Thus, many modern silicone oils
retain their fluid-like characteristics even at temperatures as low as -80 °C.

The second mechanism of cationic polymerization involves the genera-
tion of an active propagation center. This could be an oxonium ion (oxy-
gen centered cation) or a siliconium ion (silicon-centered cation). This type
of ion has been detected in small molecule experiments. Thus, the reaction
of Me3SiH and Me3Si0SiMe3 with [Ph3C]+[B(C6F5)4]~ leads to the forma-
tion of [(Me3Si)3O]+ which has been detected by NMR spectroscopic
methods (see Eq. 6.15) [20].

(6.15)Ph3C B(C6F5)4 Me3SiH Me3Si— O—SiMe3

-PhoCH

{SiMe3}30 B(C6F5)4

Another example of an oxonium ion generation involves the reaction of
Me3SiH with [Me2Si0]3 with [Ph3C]+[B(C6F5)4]~ to generate the cyclotrisi-
loxane-centered oxonium ion (Fig. 6.12) [21].
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In the oxonium ion-mediated polymerization it is envisaged that the at-
tack of the protic acid on a cyclosiloxane such as [Me2Si0]4 leads to pro-
tonation of an oxygen and the formation of an oxonium ion. This is fol-
lowed by ring-cleavage and generation of a propagating oxonium ion (Fig
6.13). The polymerization is terminated by any reagent that can quench the
propagating species.

Ph3C B(C6F5)4

Mes

Me3SiH

Me

?Me

Me

-Ph-,CH

Mes Me

Me.?

Me

o'

-Sl\

Me

Me

B(C6F5)4

Fig. 6.12. Generation of a cyclotrisiloxane-based oxonium ion
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Si— O— Si— CH3
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Si—O—Si—CH3

H3C CH3 c(-|

I 3 I I 3

H3C-Si—O—Si—CH3
I + I
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1 I

H3C-S—O—Si—CH3

CH,
I
CH,

[Me2Si0]4

Fig. 6.13. Oxonium ion-mediated polymerization mechanism of [Me2Si0]4

An alternative proposal for the active propagating center involves the
formation of the silicon-centered cation, the silylenium ion. In this pro-
posal the initiation is similar to what has been proposed in the oxonium ion
mechanism except that the positive charge is centered on the silicon to
generate a silylenium ion (see Eq. 6.16).



6.3 Ring-Opening Polymerization of Cyclosiloxanes 229

VeV V8 (6-16)
Me-Si—0—Si—Me Me Me

I + I [ I 1 I
o o HcH-si— o-\—si©

Me-Si—O—Si—Me Me Me

Me Me

Propagation of the polymerization occurs by the nucleophilic attack of
the oxygen center of another cyclosiloxane molecule on the silylenium ion.
Evidence for stable silylenium (also called silylium) ions has been recently
presented by Lambert and Reed [22]. They were able to synthesize and
characterize the free silylenium ion [Mes3Si]+ (See Eq. 6.17). The proof for
the existence of the silylenium ion was obtained from its 29Si NMR
(chemical shift of 5 = +220) as well as by single crystal X-ray analysis.

Mes3Si ' + Et3SiX • [ Mes3Si] [ X"j + ^—SiEt3 ^ ' >

Mes = 2,4,6,-Me3C6H2

X = [H-CB11Me5Br6)

6.3.2.2 Anionic Polymerization

Anionic polymerization is more effective than the cationic polymerization
in generating high-molecular-weight polysiloxanes. Generally, the molecu-
lar weights obtained in this method are in the order of 2-5 x 106. The initia-
tors could be metal hydroxides such as KOH or even lithium salts of si-
lanediols such as Ph2SiO2Li2 [3,21].

The anionic polymerization is initiated by the reaction of the base with a
cyclosiloxane such as [Me2Si0]4 to generate the open-chain compound
with a Si-O"K+end-group (See Eq. 6.18).

Me Me ( 6 - 1 8 )
Me-Si—O—Si—Me Me Me

4 40 O *• Ho4si—o4-Si—OK
II I I J 3 I

Me-Si—0—Si—Me Me Me
1 I
Me Me

The propagation reaction is similar to that encountered in many conven-
tional anionic polymerizations using organic monomers. Thus, the incom-
ing monomer can insert between the ion-pair. This leads to chain propaga-
tion (Fig. 6.14).
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Fig. 6.14. Propagation reaction in the anionic polymerization o

The termination of the reaction can be accomplished by the use of
Me3Si end-capping reactions (Fig. 6.15).

Me CH3_

HO-hSi— O-\—Si—OK

Me CH3

Me-)Si-O-:

Me,Si

Me Me
[ I 1 I

D-\S\—O-hSi—OSiMe3

Me Me

Fig. 6.15. Termination reactions of the anionic polymerization

6.3.3 Preparation of Copolymers by Ring-Opening
Polymerization

Copolymers of the type [(SiR2O)n(SiR'2O)m] can be prepared by the po-
lymerization of mixtures of cyclosiloxanes. Thus, for example, heating a
mixture of [Me2SiO]4 and [Ph2Si0]4 in the presence of KOH as the catalyst
affords the random copolymer [{Me2SiO}n{Ph2SiO}m] [4, 23] (Fig. 6.16).
The molecular weights of the copolymers are quite high and range from
100,000-200,000. The 29Si NMR of these types of copolymers are charac-
terized by signals due to 8SiPh2 at around -47 and the 8SiMe2 at -20.

Me Me

Me-Si—O—Si—Me

0 O
1 I

Me-Si—O—Si—Me
Me Me

Ph Ph
I I

Ph-Si— O— Si— Ph
I I
o o

Ph-Si—O—Si—Ph

Ph Ph

KOH

165 °C

Me

•Si—O

Me

r
f+Si—O- —

h m

Fig. 6.16. Copolymerization of a mixture of [Me2SiO]4 and [Ph2SiO]4
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Similarly, copolymerizing a mixture of [Me2Si0]4 and
[Si(Me)(CH=CH2)O]4 affords poly(dimethylsiloxane-co-
methylvinylsiloxane). This polymer has a random distribution of the
[Me2SiO] and [Me(CH2=CH)SiO] units [24].

Copolymers containing a regular sequence of structural units can be
prepared by polymerizing heterogeneously substituted siloxanes such as
[{Si(CH=CH2)(CH3)(SiMe2)2}O3] and [{Si(CH=CH2)2-(SiMe2)2}03] by
anionic initiators [25, 16] (Fig 6.17). This method generates polysiloxanes
with a regular sequence as revealed by their 29Si NMR. Thus, for example,
the polymer [{Si(CH=CH2)2(SiMe2)2}O]n shows signals at -49.17 (
5Si(CH=CH2)2 of a pentad unit) and at -20.20 (5Si(CH3)2 of a pentad unit)
[16]. Interestingly, polymerization of [{Si(CH=CH2)2 (SiMe2)2}O3] by
CF3SO3H affords a random copolymer [16].

Si\ | CH3 CH3
LJ ~ O O „Lj Me-aSiCH^Li/cryptand / \ I U3 •• ! ! / 3 -fO—Si—O—Si—O—Sij—

H,c' K ° ' 'XCH, CH3 CH3 CH3

Si\ 1. Ph2SiO2Li2 Ph v i CH3 CH3
HaC.? ?/CH3 2.Me,SiCI/Et3N ^ _ 0 _ s ! / o _ s ! _ o _ s

l
i _ o _ s h o s i M

Si\ Si. I V I | | /n
H3C' ° XCH3 Ph fl CH3 CH3

Fig. 6.17. Anionic polymerization of [{Si(CH=CH2)(CH3)(SiMe2)2}03]
[{Si(CH=CH2)2 (SiMe2)2}03] to afford regular copolymers

6.3.4 Summary of the Ring-Opening Polymerization of
Cyclosiloxanes

1. Ring-opening polymerization of cyclosiloxanes can be carried
out by either cationic or anionic initiators.

2. Polymerization by cationic initiators occurs either by protic or
Lewis acids. Different types of mechanisms of polymerization
have been proposed such as acidolysis/condensation, oxonium
ion-mediated polymerization or silylium ion-mediated polym-
erization.

3. Anionic polymerization can be carried out by metal hydroxides
or even by lithium salts of silanols. This method of polymeriza-
tion affords high-molecular-weight polymers.
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4. The polymers have to be terminated by Me3Si groups to afford
stable products.

5. Copolymers can be prepared either by polymerization of a mix-
ture of cyclosiloxanes or by the polymerization of heterogene-
ously substituted cyclosiloxanes.

6.4 Condensation Polymerization

The hydrolysis of RR'SiCl2 leads to the formation of a diorganosilanediol
which undergoes self-condensation to afford a variety of cyclic and linear
products (see Eq. 6.19) [1, 3, 5]. This is the original route to silicones and
still continues to be a process that is important.

2H2O "2 H C ' > Me2Si(OH)2 ( 6 - 1 9 )

-nH2O
nMe2Si(OH)2 [Me2Si0]n

This process is very sensitive to the nature of the reaction conditions.
We have already alluded to the preferential synthesis of [Me2Si0]4 by
choosing the correct reaction conditions. Using less dilution leads to linear
polymeric products. Use of basic catalysts tends to favor high-molecular-
weight linear products. On the other hand, it has been noted that use of
acidic catalysts tends to tilt the balance in favor of low-molecular-weight
polymers or cyclic products.

Apart from the hydrolysis route to polysiloxanes there have been efforts
to prepare appropriate difunctional silicon derivatives that can be used for
step-growth polymerization. For example, diaminosilanes are good syn-
thons for condensation with diorganosilanediols. This method is quite ef-
fective because of the lability of the Si-N bond. Thus, the reaction of
Me2Si(NMe2)2 with diphenylsilanediol affords a random copolymer [26]
(see Eq. 6.20). The randomization occurs because of the catalytic action of
the liberated amine to cleave Si-0 bonds.

LiNMe2 ±}J®—- Me2Si(NMe2)2 (6.20)

-2nMe2NH
nMe2Si(NMe2)2 + nPh2Si(OH)2

Me Ph

Me Ph

Si—O—Si—O- -
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The reaction of Ph2Si(OH)2 with NMe2-[Si(Me2)O]3-NMe2 also affords
a copolymer; however, this process also leads to random copolymers [26]
(see Eq. 6.21).

f Me

Me2Nl|(-Si—

L Me

Me

Si

Me

NMe2 Ph2Si(OH)2

-2nMe2NH

"t
Me Ph

Si—o4—Si—O-
I '3 I

Me Ph

(6.21)

Alternating copolymers can, however, be prepared by choosing a bis-
ureidosilane and allowing it to condense with diphenylsilanediol [26] (Fig.
6.18). The monomer bis-ureidosilane is prepared by a step-wise reaction
involving first a reaction of Me2SiCl2 with pyrrolidine. The pyrrolidino de-
rivative upon reaction with PhNCO affords the bis-ureidosilane. The
choice of this precursor allows the formation of a nonreactive by-product.
Thus, the condensation reaction of the bis-ureidosilane with diphenylsi-
lanediol affords urea as the by-product which precipitates out of the reac-
tion mixture and therefore does not participate in further reactions. Be-
cause of this a nearly alternating copolymer containing [Me2Si-O-
SiPh2O]n is obtained (Fig. 6.18).
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Fig. 6.18. Synthesis of poly(dimethylsiloxane-co-diphenylsiloxane)
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6.5 Crosslinking of Polysiloxanes

Crosslinking or curing of polysiloxanes is the most important procedure
that allows these polymers to be used as advanced elastomers. Although
the science of this process is fairly simple its technology is quite compli-
cated. In keeping with the nature of this book we will avoid discussing the
details of the technology. The main aspects of the curing process of polysi-
loxanes are as follows.

High-molecular-weight polysiloxanes, along with reinforcing fillers
such as fumed high-surface-area silica (as opposed to silica obtained from
hydrolysis) are heated together with organic peroxides (along with some
amount of cyclosiloxanes and some coloring pigments) to afford
crosslinked products via -CH2CH2- links [3-5] (see Eq. 6.22). This
crosslinking is different from that applicable in organic rubber materials
where sulfur cross-links are quite effective.

^ (6-22)
CH3 CH3 i~~

peroxide

CH3 CH2 I

CH3

The siloxane polymers can be tailored to contain a few percent of vinyl
groups and these can be crosslinked with polymers that contain Si-H units.
We will look at these types of functional polymers in the following sec-
tion.

6.5.1 Other Ways of Achieving Crosslinking

Apart from the peroxide curing method as discussed above, there are
several other ways to crosslink siloxane polymers. These rely on coupling
reactions between reactive functional groups that have been deliberately
introduced either as end-groups or in the side-chain of the polymer. Repre-
sentative examples of such functional-group- containing polysiloxanes are
shown in Fig. 6.19.
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Fig. 6.19. Polysiloxanes with functional groups placed in the side chain or at the
termini

Some of the important condensation reactions that have been very suc-
cessful in bringing about crosslinking reactions are shown in Fig. 6.20. In
each one of these reactions the main emphasis is on the fact that if any
side-product emerges from the reaction it should not disturb the main-
chain in terms of skeletal fragmentation or any other undesired reactions
[1-2].

= S i H + H,C=CHSi= — >- = S i - C H 2 - C H 2 - S i =
catalyst

catalyst
= S i H + HO—Si= • = S i - O — S i = + H2

= S i — O H + AcO—Si= • = S i - O — S i = + AcOH

= S i — O H + M e O - S i = • = S i - O — S i = + MeOH

= S i — O H + NMe 2 —Si^ ^ S i - O — S i ^ + Me2NH

= S i — O H + H 2 C = C ( M e ) — O S ^ •- ^ S i - O — S i = + (CH3)2CO

Fig. 6.20. Several ways of preparing crosslinked polysiloxanes

The most important reaction is the coupling between a Si-H functional
group and a Si-CH=CH2 group to generate a Si-CH2-CH2-Si crosslink.
This reaction is known as the hydrosilylation reaction and is catalyzed by
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variety of transition metal ions. The most common catalysts are the
Speier's catalyst which is H2PtCl6 in isopropanol or the Karstedt's catalyst
(a Pt(0)-l,l,3,3-tetramethyldisiloxane complex). More recently, other
metal complexes notably those of Ru or Rh have also found application in
this reaction [1-2]. How to prepare polysiloxanes containing Si-H and Si-
CH=CH2 groups? Some of the methods of synthesis of such functional
polysiloxanes are illustrated below.

Copolymerization of a mixture of [Me2Si0]4 and [MeHSiO]4 affords a
polysiloxane containing Si-H side chains [27] (see Eq. 6.23).

Me Me (6.23)
x(Me2SiO)4 + y(MeSiHO)4 •• —(o— S i f - { o — S i ) —

I x I y
Me H

A similar approach can also be used for preparing vinyl side-group-
containing polysiloxanes. These can then be condensed together in the
presence of a catalyst to afford crosslinking (Fig. 6.21).

Me Me
__/_ I \f I
—t—Si—OTrSi—i

Me Me CH=CH2 Me \ | / \ |
I \ W I \ I \ \f \ \ catalyst CH2 Me
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\ I I \ I 'n
Me Me

Fig. 6.21. Crosslinking siloxanes by the coupling of Si-H and Si-CH=CH2 groups

The second method of coupling involves the reaction of a Si-H unit with
a Si-OH group. This would generate a Si-O-Si crosslink. This reaction also
is catalyzed by a variety of metal catalysts such as ferric, tin or zinc chlo-
rides [1, 2]. The other methods of effecting crosslinks include condensa-
tion of a Si-OH functional group with Si-OAc, Si[C(Me)=CH2], Si-NMe2,
or Si-OR groups. All of these generate Si-O-Si cross-links. A notable fea-
ture of these crosslinking reactions is that some of these reactions (particu-
larly those involving Si-OAc and Si[C(Me)=CH2] groups) occur at room
temperature and this process is known as room-temperature-vulcanization
(RTV). There are several other variations of these strategies and can be se-
lectively utilized depending on the type of end-use application [1-2, 4-5].
The chemistry of the RTV process is shown in Fig. 6.22. The difunctional
polymer, a-co-dihydroxypolysiloxane can be reacted with MeSi(0Ac)3 to
generate an acetoxy terminated polysiloxane. Exposure of this material to
moisture hydrolyzes the acetoxy-groups with the formation of the Si-(OH)2

end groups. These units self-condense rapidly to afford crosslinked sys-
tems. Such systems are known as single-component RTVs (Fig. 6.22).
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Fig. 6.22. Condensation of an a-co-dihydroxypolysiloxane with MeSi(OAc)3 to af-
ford crosslinked products

A similar approach as above is also applicable for ethoxy-terminated si-
loxanes (Fig. 6.23).
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Fig. 6.23. Utilization of ethoxy end-groups for crosslinking reactions

Other type of end-groups such as amino-terminated and epoxy-
terminated ones can also be prepared (Fig. 6.24).
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Fig. 6.24. Modification of a-co-dihydroxypolysiloxane to a-co-didiamino- and a-co-
bis-epoxypolysiloxanes

The examples shown above illustrate the fact that polysiloxanes can be
easily modified to incorporate various reactive functional groups which in
subsequent reactions can be effectively utilized for generating cross-linked
matrices.

Many other types of applications are also recently being exploited keep-
ing these reactions in mind. Thus, hydrosilylation reactions have been used
to prepare liquid-crystalline side-chain polymers. The idea is to utilize a
mesogen that imparts liquid-crystalline properties as a side-chain of the
polysiloxane. This is most effectively accomplished by the hydrosilylation
reaction [28] (Fig. 6.25).
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Fig. 6.25. Preparation of liquid-crystalline polysiloxanes by placing mesogens in
the side-chains
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6.6 Hybrid Polymers

Polymers containing polysiloxane segments and other types of backbones
are of interest in generating new hybrid polymers. These polymers are ex-
pected to possess new properties which could be an increase in glass tran-
sition temperatures, increase in the thermal stability etc. There have been
efforts to prepare such polymers by incorporation of rigid structural seg-
ments adjacent to the flexible siloxane units. A successful approach in this
regard is the assembly of exactly alternating silarylene-siloxane copoly-
mers [29-31]. These polymers are synthesized by using a step-growth con-
densation polymerization method. The silarylene unit is introduced by the
monomer OH-Si(Me2)-C6H4:p-Si(Me2)-C)H (Fig. 6.26) while the siloxane
is introduced by the diueridosilane, Me2Si(Ureido)2. Condensation of these
reagents in a solvent such as chlorobenzene leads to the elimination of urea
as an insoluble by-product leaving the exactly alternating copolymer in so-
lution (Fig. 6.27). High molecular weights (Mw's 100,000-300,000) and
good polydispersity indices (1.70 - 1.90) are a feature of this reaction.
Other types of silarylene monomers such as OH-Si(Me2)-C6H4-p-O-C6H4-
/?-Si(Me2)-OH have also been used [32].

Mg

2Me2SiHCI

hydrolysis

Fig. 6.26. Preparation of the monomer OHSiMe2-C6H4-/7-SiMe2OH
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Fig. 6.27. Condensation of OHSiMe2-C6H4-/>-SiMe2OH with RR'Si(ureido)2 to af-
ford exactly alternating hybrid copolymers

There have been other types of approaches also for the synthesis of hy-
brid polymers. Block copolymers containing polysiloxane segments and
polyphosphazene segments have been synthesized by the reaction of hy-
dride-terminated polysiloxane H-[Si(Me2)-O]n-SiMe2H with the telechelic
polyphosphazene containing an amino end-group (Fig. 6.28) [33].
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Fig. 6.28. Poly(phosphazene-siloxane) block copolymers
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6.7 Properties of Polysiloxanes

6.7.1 Glass-Transition Temperatures and Conformational
Flexibility

Polysiloxanes are among the most flexible polymers known and this is re-
flected by the very low glass-transition temperatures of this polymer fam-
ily. Data for some representative examples of polysiloxanes along with
some related polymers are given in Table 6.2.

Table 6.2. Glass-transition temperatures of polysiloxanes and some related poly-
mers

S.No. Polymer rg(°C) S.No. Polymer Tg(°C)

1 [Me2SiO]n -123 7 [Me2Si0SiMe2-Ar- -61 to -65
SiMe2]n

[MePhSiO]n -33 8 [(Me2Si0)(Ph2Si0)]n -30

[MeHSiO]n -138 [NPCl2]n -66

[Et2SiO]n -139 10 [NP(CH3)2]n -46

[raBu2Si0]n -116 11 [C(CH3)2CH2]n -70

[Ph2SiO]n +49 12 Natural rubber -72

The most well-studied polysiloxane viz., [Me2SiO]n has a Tg of-123 °C
[1]. This is one of the lowest values for any polymer. As mentioned earlier
in Chapter 2 the glass-transition temperature of a polymer corresponds to a
description of its amorphous state. The Tg of a polymer can be taken as a
measure of the torsional freedom of polymer chain segments. Above its Tg

a polymer has reorientational freedom of motion of its chain segments,
while below its Tg this is frozen. Usually elastomeric materials have low
glass-transition temperatures. For example, natural rubber has a glass-
transition temperature of -72 °C. Similarly, polyisobutylene has a glass-
transition temperature of -70 °C. Thus, poly(dimethylsiloxane) has consid-
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erably lower Tg than either of these well-known elastomers. It is also in-
formative to compare the Tg of poly(dimethylsiloxane) with the isoelec-
tronic polyphosphazene, [NP(CH3)2]n. The latter has a Tg of-46 °C.

The effect of replacing the methyl substituents in PDMS by other rigid
substituents has the expected effect. For example, poly(diphenylsiloxane)
has a Tg of +49 °C. Replacement of only one methyl group per silicon in
PDMS in the polymer [MePhSiO]n also increases the glass-transition tem-
perature (entry 2, Table 6.2). This effect is also seen in random copolymers
(entry 8, Table 6.2) as well as exactly alternating copolymers (entry 7, Ta-
ble 6.2). Interestingly, replacing the methyl group in PDMS by the smaller
substituent 'H' as in the polymer [MeHSiO]n lowers the Tg even further (-
139°C, entry 3, Table 6.2) [34]. What are the main reasons for the unusual
skeletal flexibility of PDMS? If we examine the structural characteristics
of this polymer this would become clear.

The Si-O bond distance in PDMS is about 1.64 Ä and the Si-C distance
is about 1.87-1.90 Ä. These bond distances are much longer than what are
normally encountered in organic polymers (average C-C distance, 1.54 Ä).
This means that the substituents on silicon are farther away from the main
chain in comparison to the situation present in organic polymers. Sec-
ondly, unlike in the latter in polysiloxanes only alternate atoms in the
backbone (viz., silicon) have the substituents. This feature also allows con-
siderable mobility and torsional freedom for the backbone. We might re-
call that polyphosphazenes also have a similar structural feature. Addition-
ally, in polysiloxanes the Si-O-Si bond angle is quite adjustable and can be
varied over a wide range. This feature is also found in silicate minerals. In
linear polysiloxanes the observed Si-O-Si values are between 140-150°.
This may be contrasted with the nearly rigid tetrahedral values found at
silicon. Further, studies carried out on determining the shape and size of
polysiloxane coils reveal that these macromolecules have a virtually unre-
stricted rotation about the main-chain bonds and can be approximated to
ideal freely rotating chains [35]. Lastly, intermolecular interactions in
PDMS are very low. This has been accounted in terms of the molecular
structure of PDMS. The latter is believed to have an all-trans conforma-
tion (Fig. 6.29) although some recent studies also favor consideration of a
trans-syn structure [36].

H3CH3 y H 3 H 1 ' c H 3 p»

Fig. 6.29. The all-trans conformation of polydimethylsiloxane
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Irrespective of the subtle difference in the all-trans or trans-syn struc-
tures that PDMS possesses at a local level, its overall structure is believed
to have a regular coiled helical conformation where the backbone Si-0
bonds are effectively shielded from outside influence by the umbrella-type
protection afforded by the lipophilic sheath of methyl groups [35]. Since
the methyl groups are nonpolar, intermolecular interactions are minimum
and this also accounts for the low melting temperature seen for
poly(dimethylsiloxane) (-40 °C).

The unusual conformational behavior of polysiloxanes and its implica-
tion on the polymer properties can be summarized as follows.

1) Many polysiloxanes have very low Tg values.
2) The Si-O and Si-C bond lengths are considerably longer than those

(C-O or C-C) found in organic polymers.
3) Although the O-Si-0 bond angles are rigid and are close to ideal tet-

rahedral values, the Si-O-Si angles are very wide. Further, the capa-
bility of the siloxane oxygen to adapt itself to various geometric
situations is documented by the wide variation in Si-O-Si bond an-
gles. Thus, Si-O-Si bond angles can be considered as soft and allow
facile torsional freedom.

4) Only alternate atoms in the backbone of the siloxane polymer have
side-groups. Thus, while silicon atoms have two side-groups, oxy-
gen has none. This feature is not encountered in organic polymers
and probably accounts for less steric congestion which also contrib-
utes to the skeletal flexibility.

5) Conformational studies on poly(dimethylsiloxane) suggests that it
adopts an all-trans (or trans-syn) local structure and that it has an
overall regular helical coiled conformation. Within these coils the
inner Si-0 backbone is effectively shielded by the outer lipophilic
methyl side-groups. Lack of intermolecular interaction between the
methyl groups also accounts for low crystallinity in these polymers.

These characteristics of polysiloxanes are also reflected in their many
other properties such as their high water repellency (hydrophobicity), low
surface tension etc. Among the other desirable properties of polysiloxanes
are their high gas permeability, thermal stability, oxidative stability and
low volatility. In addition, their fire points are quite high and so they do
not present a fire hazard [1, 5, 7]. Also, polysiloxanes have high biocom-
patibility and very low toxicity. These properties of polysiloxanes have
helped them to carve out a niche for themselves in the area of polymers
and have helped their ever expanding utility some of which are outlined in
the following section.
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6.8 Applications of Polysiloxanes

It is quite difficult to enumerate all the possible applications of polysilox-
anes. The reader is directed to other sources that are devoted to the tech-
nology and applications of polysiloxanes [1-2, 4-5]. The following serves
to acquaint the reader with the large range of applications that these poly-
mers possess.

Conventional utility of silicone oils has been commented upon already.
Thus, these possess a low VTC and this enables their utility as hydraulic
fluids for machinery that operate at very low temperatures. Silicone oils
are used routinely as heat-transfer fluids and dielectric insulating materials.

The low surface tension of silicone oils have allowed their use as anti-
foam agents in various applications such as textile dyeing, fermentation,
fruit juice processing, antacid tablets and so on.

Silicone elastomers have exceptional stability to both high as well as
low temperatures. Thus, silicone rubbers are quite flexible at temperatures
as low as -60 to -70 °C. They do not seem to suffer much degradation up to
300 °C. Silicone resins find electrical and non electrical applications. Thus,
these are used in the insulation of electrical equipment and for laminating
printed circuit boards.

The biocompatibility and low toxicity of polysiloxanes have allowed
their utility in artificial body organs, artificial skin, soft-contact lenses etc.

There are many emerging applications of silicone elastomers. Although
these are also numerous we will present two examples that will serve to il-
lustrate the versatility of polysiloxanes.

The utility of polysiloxanes that contain functional groups has already
been mentioned. These functional groups can be used in many ways. Re-
cently there have been efforts to use these as carriers for luminescent oxy-
gen sensors. These are useful in various types of applications such as
monitoring air pressures, visualizing flow particularly in aerospace appli-
cations or monitoring oxygen levels in vivo. The principle of the applica-
tion is as follows. A luminescent inorganic complex is attached either co-
valently to a polymer support or is blended physically with a polymer. The
important criterion is that the polymer should be permeable to oxygen. The
triplet state of the oxygen quenches the excited luminophore (the inorganic
complex or dye molecule) and reduction of intensity of the luminophore
can be correlated quantitatively with the amount of oxygen present. If re-
quired, this data can be further correlated to the air pressure. Many types of
luminophores are being tested for their applicability. These include phe-
nanthroline ruthenium complexes; we have mentioned these in Chap. 5 in
connection with the utility of poly(thionylphosphazene)s for a similar ap-
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plication. Recently, a cyclometalated indium complex has been attached to
a polysiloxane backbone through the hydrosilylation reaction. The design
of the ligands around the metal complex has been carried out keeping in
view that one of the ligands should be able to participate in a hydrosilyla-
tion reaction. This means that a suitable ligand should be present around
the metal coordination sphere that would allow such a reaction. Use of vi-
nylpyridine enables the Ir(III) complex to be attached to polysiloxane
through the hydrosilylation reaction [37] (Fig. 6.30).

Me Me

Hfsi—O-)-Si—H

Me Me

Me
I

H4
1 Me

Me
I

Me

Karstedt's catalyst = Pt(0)-tetramethyldisiloxane complex

Fig. 6.30. Anchoring a photoluminescent transition metal complex on the polysi-
loxane backbone

It was observed that the oxygen sensitivity of a thin film of the PDMS-Ir
complex was very high. Blends of this polymeric complex with polysty-
rene have also been found to be quite effective [37].

The utility of poly(methylhydrosiloxane) [MeHSiO]n as a reducing
agent in organic reactions is attracting attention [38-39]. Recently, combi-
nation of [MeHSiO]n, and in situ generated metal hydrides (such as ZnH2

generated in situ by the reaction of zinc 2-ethylhexanoate with NaBH4)
have been found to be quite effective as hydrosilylation/reduction reagents
for a variety of organic compounds such as aldehydes, ketones, esters,
triglycerides and epoxides (Fig. 6.31) [38].

o
II

Zn(2-ethylhexanoate)

NaBH4 '
PMHS

PhCH2OH + CH3OH

Fig. 6.31. Reduction of esters by the use poly(methylhydrosiloxane) [MeHSiO]n
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In addition to mild reaction conditions, this procedure is also highly se-
lective. For example, the reaction of methylbenzoate with this reagent
combination affords benzyl alcohol exclusively (Fig. 6.31).

Utilization of a combination of Bu3SnCl, KF and PMHS has been found
to be effective to generate in situ the potent reducing agent Bu3SnH. Thus,
this combination of reagents can be used in a catalytic manner for the re-
duction of various organic substrates (Fig. 6.32). Although the role of KF
is not understood very well, it is believed that it might activate the silicon
center by forming an hypervalent silane intermediate [39].

Br-

Bu3SnCI
KF

OEt [MeHSiO]n
 v OEt

Bu-jSnCI

[MeHSiO]n,KF

Bu3SnCI

pvr ^ / [MeHSiO]n,KF*

Fig. 6.32. In situ generation of triorganotin hydrides and their application as re-
ducing agents

There have also been vigorous efforts to use poly(dimethylsiloxane) as a
material for fabricating microfluidic devices [40]. This application is based
on the following principle. RTV PMDS rubbers have excellent interfacial
properties such as low surface energy. This allows these materials to be
used as replicas for molds. Thus, molds containing various patterns can be
prepared (masters) and PMDS is allowed to cure in the mold surface. Peel-
ing off the PMDS from the mold is very facile. Conventionally, such a pro-
cedure has allowed the use PMDS rubbers for larger-scale replication of
molds containing intricate designs. More recently there have been efforts
to extend this principle on a smaller scale for generating rapid prototypes
for microchannels. The limiting factor in this application is the resolution
of the master itself. Resolutions of the order of 20 urn have been achieved.
This methodology is believed to be useful for the generation of various
types of microfluidic devices such as valves, pumps etc.
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7 Polysilanes and Other Silicon-Containing
Polymers

7.1 Introduction

Polysilanes are polymers containing catenated silicon chains. These poly-
mers have been attracting considerable attention in recent years because of
their interesting electronic and photophysical properties [1-5]. Homopoly-
mers of polysilanes can be of the type [(«-C6Hi3)2Si]n, where similar side
chains are present on silicon, or of the type [PhMeSi]n, where dissimilar
side chains are present. Copolymers of polysilanes can be of the type
[(PhMeSi)x(Me2Si)y] where there is a random arrangement of the two dif-
ferent types of organosilicon units or of the type [Me2Si-Si(«Hex)2]n where
the two types of organosilicon units alternate with each other in the poly-
mer chain (Fig. 7.1). Polysilanes are a large family of inorganic polymers.
There is considerable diversity in their structure which is brought about by
a variation of the side chain.

n C 6 H 1 3

f4|
" C 6 H 1 3

CH 3 CH 3

CH 3 f)C

•Si Si
I I
CH 3

Fig. 7.1. Representative examples of polysilanes

Polysilanes are quite different from the other inorganic polymers that we
have discussed in this book so far. Unlike polyphosphazenes, [R2P=N]n, or
polysiloxanes, [R2Si-O]n which contain two different elements that alter-
nate with each other in their polymeric chains, polysilanes contain only
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one element viz., silicon in the main chain of the polymer. In some re-
spects this is somewhat similar to what is found in many organic polymers
such as polyethylene. However, even in many organic polymers which
contain catenated carbon atoms, the adjacent atoms in the main chain usu-
ally have different side chains. Thus, for example, while polymers such as
polyethylene, polytetrafluoroethylene, and polyacetylene are built of repeat
units where every adjacent carbon atom has the same substituent or side
chain (this is at least the situation in perfectly linear chains) most of the
other organic polymers contain dissimilar side chains on adjacent carbon
atoms as, for example, in poly(isobutylene), polystyrene and
poly(vinylchloride) (Fig. 7.2).

Polymers where adjacent carbon atoms have dissimilar side-chains

• H

— c -
H

CH3

c—
CHa n

' H H '| |

- c — c —
I 1
H Ph n

' H

-c—
H

H "

c—
Cl

Polyisobutylene Polystyrene Poly(vinylchloride)

Polymers where adjacent carbon atoms have similar side-chains

H H

Polyethylene

F F

CH=CH-

Polytetrafluoroethylene Polyacetylene

Fig. 7.2. Examples of organic polymers containing similar and dissimilar side
chains on adjacent backbone atoms

A small note on the nomenclature of polysilanes: There seems to be a
general consensus among researchers working in this area to call these
catenated silicon chains polysilanes. However, alternative descriptions of
these polymers also exist and the term polysilylenes is also used. Since
most preparative procedures of polysilanes utilize organosilanes such as
dicyclohexyldichlorosilane [(«C6H13)2SiCl2)], phenylmethyldichlorodisi-
lane (PhMeSiCl2), phenylsilane (PhSiH3) etc., the term polysilanes is an
appropriate name and has as its basis the source of the polymer [6]. This is
similar to referring to [CH2CH2]n as polyethylene because its source is eth-
ylene (and not polymethylene although it does have a methylene repeat
unit). The repeat unit-based nomenclature of [R.2Si]n viz., polysilylene
would base the name on the repeat unit R2Si which is a silylene (analogous
to a carbene, R2C). We will be using the termpolysilane in this book to de-
scribe this family of polymers.
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In addition to polysilanes we will also briefly look at some other poly-
mer systems that contain silicon. These are known as polysilynes or net-
work polysilanes, polycarbosilanes, and polysiloles.

7.2 Historical

The foundation of polysilane chemistry was laid by F. S. Kipping and his
coworkers. Investigations by these researchers on the reactions of alkali
metals with diorganodichlorosilanes in general and diphenyldichlorosilane
in particular led them to isolate a number of cyclic rings. For example, the
cyclotetrasilane [Ph2Si]4 was a prominent product that was isolated by Kip-
ping and his coworkers (see Eq. 7.1) [1,4].

?h ?h (7-1)
ii Ph-Si Si—Ph

PhjSiClj »- | |

Ph-Si—Si—Ph
I I
Ph Ph

Research work carried out much later also indicated that cyclic products
dominate the reactions between alkali metals (particularly lithium) and
dialkyl/diaryldichlorosilanes. Even the reactions of Na/K alloy with di-
methyldichlorosilane leads to the formation of the six-membered ring
[Me2Si]6. If this reaction is carried out under controlled conditions using
adequate dilution, a continuous range of cyclic products [Me2Si]n (n = 5-
35) can be obtained (see Eq. 7.2) [7].

Me Me (7.2)
Me v '

Me2SiCl2 ^ ^ / S ! y ^ M e + Cyc/o-(Me2Si)n

S """ / ' ^ "^S i - " " " "^ 6 n = 5, 7-35
/ Me

..Me
M e Me

The first example of a polymeric product involving catenated silicon at-
oms was described by Burkhard in 1949 [8]. He prepared
poly(dimethylsilane) [Me2Si]n by the following procedure. He took about
450 g of sodium metal along with 700 g of Me2SiCl2 and one liter of ben-
zene, sealed them in an autoclave, and heated them. High temperatures
(200 °C) and high pressures (1517 kPa) developed in this reaction. Most of
the product from this reaction was an intractable solid which was identified
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as [Me2Si]n. It was not soluble in any common organic solvent and thus
precluded a study of its solution properties.

Although not much work was carried out on polysilanes since the origi-
nal research of Burkhard, interest in this area was revived by the disclosure
of Yazima and coworkers that [Me2Si]n could be transformed into silicon
carbide fibers [9-11]. Thermal rearrangement of the insoluble [Me2Si]n af-
fords a soluble polymer, viz., polycarbosilane, [MeHSiCH2]n- The latter is
crosslinked (by heating in air) and heated at 1300°C to afford silicon car-
bide fibers containing strength reinforcing by ß-SiC crystallites (Fig. 7.3).

Me,Si 450 °C
Argon

H

--S i—CH 2 - -

CH3

280 °C
Air

Crosslinked polymer

Silicon carbide fibers 1300°C

Fig. 7.3. Conversion of [Me2Si]n into ß-SiC

Yajima's trendsetting work has not only renewed interest in polysilanes
but also in other polymeric materials that can function as precursors for ce-
ramics such as silicon nitride, Si3N4 and boron nitride, BN [6].

Before we consider the synthesis of polysilanes in the next section, let
us consider if addition polymerization involving disilene monomers can be
used for the preparation of polysilanes. Robert West from the University of
Wisconsin prepared the first stable disilene in 1981. His synthetic route
consisted of photolyzing an acyclic trisilane. Loss of Me3Si-SiMe3 leads to
a silylene intermediate that dimerizes to the stable disilene (Fig. 7.4) [12-
13].

Fig. 7.4. Synthesis of a stable disilene by the photolysis of [Mes2Si(SiMe3)2]
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Other alternative ways of preparing disilenes are now known. Thus, Ma-
samune and his coworkers found that the disilene [(2,6-Et2C6H3)2Si]2 could
be isolated in the photolytic reaction involving the cyclotrisilane [(2,6-
Et2C6H3)2Si]3(Fig.7.5)[12].

Si,

R Cl

LiNp

-LiCI
"Sk

<

hv

Fig. 7.5. Synthesis of a stable disilene from a cyclotrisilane

Using these and other strategies many other disilenes have been pre-
pared. These include disilenes that contain two different substituents on
silicon. The resulting E and Z isomers have also been isolated in some in-
stances (Fig. 7.6) [12-13].

Me ,Si—Si^

Me
M e

Me

Me

R= CH(SiMe3)2

Fig. 7.6. Some examples of E and Z disilenes

Although many disilenes have now been prepared and characterized
they are not very good monomers for the preparation of polysilanes. The
very method of preparing these kinetically stabilized disilenes defeats their
use as olefin-like monomers for addition polymerization. However, as will
be shown in the next section trapped disilenes or masked disilenes that
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contain appropriate substituents on silicon can be polymerized to polysi-
lanes [5].

More recently, stable silylenes which are structurally the repeating unit
of a polysilane chain have been prepared and characterized [14-15]. Their
synthesis involves the reduction of silicon dichlorides. Two methods of
synthesis are shown in the Fig. 7.7. Both of these procedures involve the
preparation of cyclic compounds containing Si(II). Although these com-
pounds are highly interesting from the point of view of their chemistry,
they have not been shown to serve as precursors for polymers.

fBu

N ,CI

N

ffiu

2K

-KCI

1.2nBuLi

2. SiCI4

Fig. 7.7. Synthesis of stable silylenes
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7.3 Synthesis of Polysilanes

The completely inorganic polysilane (containing only silicon and chlo-
rine), perchloropolysilane [SiCl2]n, is prepared by a sublimation of the cy-
clic silane Si4Cl8 [16]. The polymerization was proposed to proceed
through a diradical species generated through homolytic cleavage of the
Si-Si bond and the consequent ring opening of the cyclic silane. Combina-
tion of the diradicals leads to the formation of the polymeric dichlorosilane
[SiCl2]n(Fig.7.8).

The polymer [SiCl2]n is not soluble in any organic solvent and is ex-
tremely moisture sensitive. However, it has been structurally characterized
by X-ray crystallography and solid-state 29Si NMR. Thus, the X-ray crystal
structure of this polymer shows an all-trans conformation. The 29Si-NMR
spectrum of this compound in the solid state shows a resonance at 8 3.9.
The polymer [SiCl2]n has two reactive chlorine atoms on silicon and there-
fore the possibility of replacing these by other substituents by a nucleo-
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philic substitution reaction is present. However, there have not been many
reports on this. This may be due to the experimental difficulty in imple-
menting the substitution reaction procedure.

ci
Cl-Si—

CI

-Si—CI

Cl-Si -Si—CI

CI CI

six s

3L „CI CI. „CI

• S i \ / S i \
Si Si •

CI CI CI CI

p
Sf Si.

CI CI CI CI

[SiCI2)n

Fig. 7.8. Synthesis of [SiCl2]n

Other polysilanes that contain organic side-groups can be prepared es-
sentially by the following procedures.

1. Wurtz-type coupling reaction involving an alkali metal (usually
sodium)-assisted dehalogenation of diorganodichlorosilanes,
RR'SiCl2. This is essentially the same procedure that Burkhard
had originally employed in the preparation of [Me2Si]n [1-5, 17].

2. Anionic polymerization of masked disilenes and strained cyc-
losilanes [18]

3. Catalytic dehydrogenation of organosilanes such as PhSiH3 [19-
21].

In addition to these general synthetic procedures, other methods of
polysilane synthesis include electrochemical reduction of diorganodichlo-
rosilanes [22], condensation reactions between appropriate acyclic difunc-
tional reagents such as Li(Ph2Si)5Li and Cl(Me2Si)5Cl [4]. These latter
methods are not discussed here.

7.3.1 Synthesis of Polysilanes by Wurtz-type Coupling
Reactions

In spite of its many drawbacks (as will be evident during the course of this
discussion), the alkali metal-assisted Wurtz-type coupling reaction remains
by far the most widely used procedure for the preparation of polysilanes
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[1-5, 17]. This is mainly because of its general applicability to al-
kyl/aryldichlorosilanes. The reaction involved can be represented as fol-
lows (see Eq. 7.3).

RR'SiCU
Na

Toluene

A
-NaCI

R

Si—

R'

(7.3)

A typical procedure of polysilane synthesis by this methodology is as
follows:

Usually a dispersion of finely divided sodium metal is required for the
reaction. This can be achieved by melting sodium metal in high-boiling
solvents such as toluene, xylene and decane under reflux conditions and by
the use of efficient stirring. The diorganodichlorosilane is added to the so-
dium dispersion at this stage. This reaction is highly exothermic and needs
to be performed carefully. The entire reaction mixture is heated further
(typically for 2-4 h), cooled and worked-up. One of the common ways of
work-up involves addition of methanol or z'-propanol to the reaction mix-
ture to destroy the excess of sodium metal. This is followed by precipita-
tion of the polymer by the addition of an excess of methanol or j-propanol.
A large number of polysilanes such as [R2Si]n and [RR'Si]n have been pre-
pared by adopting this general procedure [1,4, 17]. Representative exam-
ples of some of the polysilanes prepared by the Wurtz-type of coupling re-
action are shown in Figs. 7.9 and 7.10.

CH2-(CH2)3-CH3

1 sfT„

CH2-(CH2)2-CH3

T
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Fig. 7.9. Examples of polysilanes
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that contain similar substituents on silicon

Figs. 7.9 and 7.10 are self-explanatory. However, a few points are worth
mentioning. Although [Me2Si]n is a highly crystalline and intractable solid,
other poly(dialkylsilane)s such as [(n-C5Hn)2Si]n[23], [(«-C6H13)2Si]n [24]
and polymers such as [(«-C10H23)2Si]n [25] which have long alkyl side-
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chains are soluble in many common organic solvents. Polymers containing
aryl substituents can also be prepared [26]. A number of polymers with
mixed substituents have also been synthesized (Fig. 7.10) [27]. Even
polymers containing trifluoromethyl substituents such as
[(CF3CH2CH2)2(Me)Si]n [28] or those that contain pyrrolyl substituents
[Ph(C4H4N)Si]n, [Me(C4H4N)Si]n and [«Bu(C4H4N)Si]n have been pre-
p a r e d ^ ] .

CH2 CH2-CH3

-si-f
CH3

CH2-(CH2)2— CH3

S| In
CH3

CH3
1
CH3

Fig. 7.10. Polysilanes of the type [RR'Si]n that contain different substituents on
silicon

In addition to homopolymers, a number of copolymers can also be pre-
pared by the Wurtz-type coupling methodology [30-34]. This involves the
reaction of two diorganodichlorosilanes with sodium. Representative ex-
amples of some copolymers are shown in Fig. 7.11.
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Me Ph

Fc Ph
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Fig. 7.11. Polysilane random copolymers



258 7 Polysilanes and Other Silicon-Containing Polymers

Many of the copolymers shown in Figure 7.11 probably have a random
arrangement of the monomer segments. Some copolymers such as
poly(methylphenylsilane-co-dimethylsilane) [ {PhMeSi} x {Me2Si} y] and
poly(methylphenylsilane-co-rchexylmethylsüane),
[{PhMeSi}x{(«Hex)2Si}y], probably have a block type arrangement of the
monomer segments. Thus, for example rate studies on the co-
polymerization of methylphenyldichlorosilane and dimethyldichlorosilane
reveals that the initial rate of disappearance of the former was approxi-
mately four times that of the latter [1, 4]. Another interesting observation
of the copolymerization reactions is that monomers that cannot be other-
wise homopolymerized can be incorporated into copolymers. For example,
monomers such as ferrocenylmethyldichlorosilane [34] and sterically hin-
dered compounds such as ?-butylmethyldichlorosilane cannot be ho-
mopolymerized [1]. However, these can be copolymerized along with
other monomers to afford co-polymers such as
[{(Me)(7Bu)Si}x{(«C6H13)(Me)Si}y]n and [{(Me)(Fc)Si}x{(Me)(Ph)Si}]n.
Additionally it has been found that the properties of the copolymers can be
tuned by the appropriate choice of the nature and ratio of the monomers.
Thus, the crystallinity of the homopolymer [Me2Si]n can be considerably
reduced by the incorporation of {(Me)(Ph)Si}units in the copolymer
[(Me2Si)x(MePhSi)y] (x = y = 1) [1, 30],

Most of the homopolymers and copolymers of polysilanes are usually
obtained as air stable solids and are soluble in a range of organic solvents
and are generally thermally stable [1]. However, they are sensitive to ra-
diation and undergo scission upon exposure to various kinds of radiation
including UV-visible light. This radiation-sensitivity is accentuated in so-
lution. The molecular weights of the high-molecular weight fraction of the
polymers can be quite high, ranging from 100,000 to orders of millions [1].

7.3.1.1. General Features of the Wurtz-Coupling Process

The mechanism of the Wurtz-coupling reaction of diorganodichlorosi-
lanes is quite complex [1-4, 17, 35]. The growing polymerization requires
access to reactive sodium surface and the heterogeneous nature of the reac-
tion can only make this more difficult. It is for this reason that an efficient
stirring is quite necessary for isolation of reasonable polymer yields. In-
volvement of silyl radicals/silyl anions have been proposed in the reaction
mechanism of the polymerization [17]. Recently, spectroscopic evidence
for Si-H end-groups has been unambiguously demonstrated [36]. It was
further shown that end-groups such as Si-Cl or Si-OR are either absent or
their concentration is too small to be detected. These authors propose a se-
quential anion-radical mode of propagation. The formation of the Si-H end
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groups supports the presence of silyl radicals that can abstract a proton
from the solvent [36]. The possible involvement of silyl anions is sup-
ported by the experimental evidence that additives such as 15-crown-5
ether (specific complexing agent for Na+) has a beneficial effect on the po-
lymerization [4]. A tentative proposal for the process of polymerization is
shown in Fig. 7.12. This indicates the formation of a silyl radical which
can form a silyl anion and propagation can occur by further reactions with
a chlorosilane [17].

R

-Si—Cl

R1

Na
-S i— Cl

R'

Na+ -NaCI

Na

R R
I I RR'SiCI,

Tsrci ~ ^ r
R' R'

Fig. 7.12. Mechanism of polymerization of polysilanes by the Wurtz-type cou-
pling reaction

The Wurtz-type coupling reaction of diorganodichlorosilanes is charac-
terized by the appearance of an intense blue-purple color in the reaction
mixture. Although the initial suggestions for the origin of the blue color re-
lated to the possibility of F-centered defects in the sodium chloride that
was formed, careful experimentation by EPR and UV-Visible spectroscopy
indicated that colloidal sodium formed in the reaction is responsible for the
color [37].

The molecular weights of the as-obtained polysilanes (without any frac-
tionation) are generally bimodal, many times trimodal [35]. The lowest
molecular-weight compounds are usually cyclic compounds with molecu-
lar weights lower than 1500. The next higher fraction is composed of oli-
gomers and medium-molecular-weight polymers whose Mw's lie between
4,000-30,000. The highest molecular weight species which are the long
chain linear polysilanes have Mw's in the range of 105-106 with relatively
high PDI's. In order to separate the cyclic compounds from the polymeric
species repeated re-precipitation procedures are required. Fractionation
techniques can separate the medium-and high-molecular-weight polymers.
Because of this cumbersome protocol the yields of polysilanes are often
quite low and generally range from 5-25%. Only in very few cases the
yields are actually greater than 50% [1-4, 17].
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7.3.1.2 Improvements to the Wurtz-Coupling Process

Several types of modifications have been tried in the basic Wurtz-coupling
process to improve the yields of the high-molecular-weight polymers and
also to reduce the polydispersity index. These include the use of additives
such as ethyl acetate [38], diglyme [39], 15-crown-5-ether [40], using ul-
trasound [41-42], use of alternative reducing reagents such as K/18-crown-
6-ether [43], graphite-potassium, C8K [44-46] and so on. While the action
of the additives seems to improve the polymer yields, this is at the expense
of the higher molecular weights. Ultrasonic reactions have been carried out
with a view to disperse the metal at lower temperatures. This seems to be
effective but its general applicability remains to be demonstrated.

Use of alternative reducing agents such as C8K allows the reaction to be
carried out at lower temperatures. Thus, phenylmethyldichlorosilane can
be polymerized by C8K at temperatures below 0 °C to afford polymers in
reasonable yields (up to 29%) with molecular weights ranging from 5,000-
100,000 [44, 45]. Side-groups that are otherwise sensitive to Wurtz-
coupling process by sodium can tolerate C8K. Thus, etheroxy side-chain-
containing diorganodichlorosilanes also can be readily polymerized by the
use of graphite-potassium to afford water-soluble poly(4,7,10,13-
tetraoxatetradecylmethylsilane (see Eq. 7.4) [46].

Cl—Si—Cl -\-fh-
(7.4)

THF
M e T<0 °C ^ e

Me Me

ci—si—ci — 9 ^ ^ _|4iJ_
I THF, 0°C ' I l n

R R

R = CH2CH2CH2O(CH2CH2O)3Me

Although several improvements have been effected in the basic Wurtz-
type reaction it must be mentioned that there is still not a single universal
synthetic protocol that allows a high yield, monomodal, high-molecular-
weight polysilane synthesis. For every new system that needs investiga-
tion, the optimum reaction conditions have to be experimentally deter-
mined.

7.3.2 Polymerization by Anionic Initiators

Cyclosilanes can be used as monomers in a ROP to afford linear chains.
Although, as mentioned earlier the three-membered cyclic compound
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[(2,6-Et2C6H3)2Si]3 affords a stable disilene upon photolysis [12], other
strained rings that contain less sterically encumbered substituents have
been used for polysilane synthesis. Matyjasjewski and coworkers have tar-
geted strained cyclosilanes as potential candidates for ROP. However, it
was observed that the strained four-membered ring octaphenyltetrasilane
[Ph2Si]4 cannot be polymerized to the linear polymer. Attempts to polym-
erize this compound leads to a ring expansion and the formation of the
five-membered ring [Ph2Si]5. This led to a modification of the four-
membered ring [Ph2Si]4 in the following manner. The reaction of oc-
taphenyltetrasilane with CF3SO3H leads to partial dearylation. This impor-
tant reaction in organosilicon chemistry can be controlled stoichiometri-
cally to effect the replacement of four nongeminal phenyl substituents
from the starting cyclic ring [Ph2Si]4 and to afford the functional and reac-
tive silyl triflate [Ph(OSO2CF3)Si]4. Further reaction of this compound
with methylmagnesiumbromide leads to l,2,3,4-tetramethyl-l,2,3,4-
tetraphenylcyclotetrasilane [PhMeSi]4 which was shown to exist as four
stereoisomers. Fractional crystallization of this compound allowed the iso-
lation of the all-trans derivative which has been used for further ring-
opening polymerization (Fig. 7.13) [47].

Ph

Ph-S

Ph-S

Ph

Ph

S

i~>

—

Ph

-Ph

-Ph

R Ph Ph Ph

CF3SO3H
Ph-Si Si—R Me-Si-

MeMgBr
—Me

R-Si Si—R Me-Si Si—Me
I I I I
Ph Ph Ph Ph

R = OSO3CF3 Mixture of isomers

Fig. 7.13. Preparation of the mixed substituent cyclotetrasilane [PhMeSi]4 from
the homogeneously substituted derivative [Ph2Si]4

Thus, the all-trans isomer of 1,2,3,4-tetramethyl-l, 2,3,4-
tetraphenylcyclotetrasilane can be converted into the linear polymer in
nearly quantitative yields by the use of anionic organolithium reagents
such as «-butyllithium (see Eq. 7.5). Alternative types of initiators include
1,4-dipotassiooctaphenyltetrasilane, or [(PhMe2Si)2Cu(CN)Li2]. It was ob-
served from molecular weight analysis by gel-permeation chromatography
(GPC) that high polymers were formed with average molecular weights of
100,000 and a MJMn of about 2.0. Since two different substituents were
present on silicon the possibility of the formation of stereoregular poly-
mers by this methodology was investigated. It was found that the polymer
isolated is not fully stereoregular. However, some amount of regularity in
terms of syndiotactic and isotactic segments was detected by the use of
NMR techniques [47].
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Poly(phenylmethylsilane)

Matyjasjewski's procedure can be applied to other types of cyclosilane
rings. Thus, the ROP of the five-membered cyclosilane [(PhMeSi)
(Me2Si)4] can be accomplished by silylanion initiators such as Me2PhSiK
(see Eq. 7.6) [48].
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We have seen in the beginning of this chapter that methods of polymer-
izing stable disilenes have not yet been found primarily because the very
process of stabilizing these compounds by the use of sterically hindered
substituents prevents their controlled polymerization to high polymers.

On the other hand, compounds that can be described as trapped or
masked disilenes can be viewed as potential monomers for polymer syn-
thesis. The trapped or masked disilene can be liberated from its adduct by
chemical or photochemical process. However, even if moderately bulky
substituents are present on silicon in such compounds, the liberated disi-
lene combines to afford the thermodynamically favorable cyclized prod-
ucts. Thus, the masked disilene containing isopropyl substituents on silicon
affords the cyclotetrasilane [fPr2Si]4 (see Eq. 7.7) [49].

(7.7)

hv

-anthracene
R2Si=SiR2

R R
I I

R-Si Si—R

Masked disilene

R-Si Si—R
I I
R R

R = /Pr

Cyclotetrasilane

Sakurai and coworkers have found that disilenes such as l-phenyl-7,8-
disilabicylo[2.2.2]octa-2,5-dienes can be polymerized by the use of anionic
initiators such as «-butyllithium [18, 50, 51]. High-molecular-weight
polymers with a narrow PDI (about 1.5-1.9) were obtained from this
method. As mentioned above, the choice of substituents on silicon is quite
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critical. If all the substituents are sterically encumbered the reaction does
not lead to polymeric products. The monomers required for this process
were prepared by the reaction of 1,2-dichlorosilanes with lithium naphtha-
lenide. Usually a mixture of isomeric products is obtained in this reaction
although in some cases the reaction appears to lead to the formation of a
single isomer (see Eq. 7.8) [18].

o:—-Me Q;_--nBu v ' - " /
Me Me Me. ?. ' „ , . Me. ?!M
I I Li Naphthalenide S i - ^ n B u ~ ' M p

Cl—Si—Si—Cl •

Me nBu

A number of such masked disilenes (as shown in Eq. 7.8) can be reacted
with anionic initiators such as w-butyllithium to afford high-molecular-
weight polymers (Fig. 7.14).
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l>p~J/ Me Hex
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Fig. 7.14. Anionic polymerization of masked disilenes

The mechanism of polymerization of masked disilenes by anionic initia-
tors has been suggested as involving a propagating silylanion with con-
comitant expulsion of the trap viz., biphenyl. The synthesis of polysilanes
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using the masked disilene method is useful in the preparation of polymers
with a high amount of stereoregularity. Thus, polymers containing alter-
nate segments of («C6H13)2Si and Me2Si could be prepared [51]. In con-
trast, a polymer of a similar composition prepared by the Wurtz-type cou-
pling reaction involving a 1:1 mixture of («C6H13)2SiCl2 and Me2SiCl2 has
a random sequence of («C6Hi3)2Si and Me2Si units. Sakurai and co-
workers have also found that the polymerization of masked disilenes can
be initiated by potassium alkoxides in the presence of the cryptand [2.2.2]
[52]. This leads to a living type of polymerization, particularly when po-
tassium(-)menthoxide is used as the initiator.

Masked disilenes containing amino substituents on silicon can also be
prepared (see Eq. 7.9) [18].
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Me NEt,
I I 2

Cl—Si—Si—Cl
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• s j ^NE t 2

almost exclusively formed

These can then be polymerized by the catalytic action of «BuLi to afford
polysilanes that contain reactive amino side-chains (see Eq. 7.10) [18].
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Fig. 7.15. Block copolymers prepared by the anionic initiation of masked disilenes
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The anionic polymerization strategy of masked disilenes allows the syn-
thesis of block copolymers. Various kinds of organic blocks can be at-
tached to polysilane segments (Fig. 7.15) [53-55]. Thus, a sibyl-terminated
organic monomer can be used for a block co-polymer formation. At the
end of the polymerization the trimethylsilyl group can be removed to af-
ford a functional polymer (Fig. 7.15) [53]. Another interesting example is
in the utilization of this technique to build polymers that can be induced to
have reversible helical conformations. Thus, for example, poly(l,l-
dimethyl-2,2-dihexylsilene)-p-poly(triphenylmethyl methacrylate) was
prepared by first carrying out the polymerization of the masked disilene
(Fig.7.15) [54]. After this, (-)sparteine, an amine that induces optical in-
duction was added. This was followed by the addition of the monomer
triphenyl methacrylate. A 1:1 block copolymer was obtained with a Mn of
about 10,000 and a MJMn of about 1.5. Interestingly it was observed that
in this polymer the helical sense of one of the blocks viz., the triphenyl
methacrylate can be transferred to the polysilane block. This process is re-
versible and can be modulated with temperature. Strategies such as this al-
low new material synthesis with potential applications as chirooptical ma-
terials for switch/memory type of devices [54].

7.3.3 Polysilanes Obtained by Catalytic Dehydrogenation

Harrod and coworkers have found that metallocene catalysts such as
Cp2ZrMe2 and Cp2TiMe2 have been found to catalyze the conversion of
primary arylsilanes such as PhSiH3 at room temperatures to afford short-
chain polysilanes H-(PhHSi)n-H which contain Si-H terminal groups (Fig.
7.16) [56-57]. These Group 4 metallocenes have bent structures in contrast
to ferrocene where the iron is sandwiched between the two cyclopentadi-
enyl rings.

Ph Ph
I Cp?ZrMe-> r I i

Si-'iH —^— ^- H-fsi-f-H
/ V or ' I l n

H H Cp2TiMe2 H

n = ~10(M = Ti)
n = -20 (M = Zr)

Cp2ZrMe2 =
'Me

Fig. 7.16. Synthesis of short-chain poly(phenylsilane)s by the catalytic dehydro-
genation ofPhSiH3
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Improvements in catalyst design have led to an increase in chain length
and polymers with a degree of polymerization of up to 80 have been real-
ized [19-21, 58-60]. Although, these polymers still do not possess very
high molecular weights, they are an interesting class of polysilanes which
contain the reactive Si-H groups in the side-chain. This allows the oppor-
tunity for elaborating these polymers into other types by means of many
reactions including hydrosilylation reactions.

The new generation dehydrogenative polymerization catalysts em-
ployed include [CpCp*Zr(H)2](Cp* = pentamethylcyclopentadienyl),
CpCp*M(Si(SiMe3)3R) (M = Zr, Hf; R = CH3, Cl) [19-21]. Combinations
of metallocene dichlorides and n-butyllithium such as Cp2MCl2/2wBuLi
(M = Ti, Zr Hf) have also been employed (Fig.7.17) [21].

SiMe3

X foX SiMe3 r ^ X SiMe3

^H S > V Me

Cp* = Ti5-C5Me5 Cp* = Ti5-C5Me5 Cp* = T]5-C5Me5

Fig. 7.17. Some of the mixed-substituent zirconocene catalysts used for polymeri-
zation of RSiH3 to H[HSiR]nH

The mechanism of the catalytic dehydrogenation appears to involve the
cleavage of the Si-H bonds which is activated by the catalyst [19-20]. It
has been proposed by Tilley that the active catalytic species is a metal hy-
dride of the type LJV1-H (where L is the other ligand or ligands such as
cyclopentadienyl or pentamethylcyclopentadienyl that are present on the
metal). The metal hydride interacts with a compound containing a Si-H
bond to generate a four-centered transition state (see Eq.7.11)

(7.11)

LnM—H + PhSiH3
 H | i

LnM----H

Cleavage of Si-H and M-H bonds with the concomitant formation of Si-
M bonds and elimination of H2 occurs (see Eq. 7.12).

HT P-12)
-LnM-Si—Ph

LnM-—H H
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The species LnM-Si(H)2Ph interacts with another molecule of silane to
form another four-membered transition state (see Eq. 7.13)

H LnM— -Sj<

LnM-Si—Ph + Ph—SiH3 •- !

A " ^ H
Ph

Cleavage of another Si-H bond along with formation of Si-Si and M-H
bonds leads to the formation of a disilane (see Eq. 7.14).

LnM--Si

P h
H (7.14)

Ph PhH Ph Ph

u • LnM—H + H-Si—Si—H
H Si< H H

I n
ph

Notice that the catalytic species LnM-H is regenerated in this reaction
sequence. This process can go on to produce a polymeric species. Al-
though the precise reasons for not achieving high molecular weights
through the dehydrogenation reaction are not entirely clear, there seem to
be several factors that have a cumulative effect. 1) The catalyst LJV1-H is
also active towards insertion of Si-Si bonds and hence can cleave them to
afford oligomeric or even cyclic products. 2) As the polymerization reac-
tion proceeds, the entire reaction mixture becomes viscous and access of
the catalyst active site to the growing polymer chain may become increas-
ingly difficult. However, diluting the reaction mixture does not seem to
dramatically improve the molecular weights.

O-Cr(C0)3

H-fsi4-H
I | Jn

H

Fig. 7.18. Representative examples of polysilanes prepared by the dehydrogena-
tion of the corresponding RSiH3

In spite of the limitations of the dehydrogenation procedure, this method
leads to the synthesis of functional polysilanes. Also interestingly, many
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reactive groups are quite tolerant to catalysis by the dehydrogenation reac-
tion as evident by the type of polymers prepared by this method (Fig.
7.18). Although the catalytic dehydrogenation occurs with diorganosilanes
RR'SiH2 at elevated temperatures, this procedure seems to be best suited
for monoorganosilanes, RSiH3. Also, with the disilanes, RR'SiH2, oli-
gomeric and not polymeric products are formed in catalytic dehydrogena-
tion. Furthermore, among the RSiH3 the reactivity of arylsilanes appears to
be greater than the corresponding alkyl compounds. The only exception to
this is CH3SiH3 which has a comparable reactivity to that of PhSiH3 [21].

7.3.4 Summary of the Synthetic Procedures for Polysilanes

1. Polysilanes can be prepared by (a) a Wurtz-coupling process in-
volving a diorganodichlorosilane and an alkali metal (b) the use of
anionic initiators and the use of strained cyclosilanes or masked
disilenes (c) catalytic dehydrogenation of primary silanes, RSiH3

and (d) miscellaneous methods including electrochemical reduc-
tion methods, condensation methods involving, for example, reac-
tions between a monomer containing two reactive Si-Cl end
groups and another that has silyllithium end groups.

2. The Wurtz-coupling is the most widely used synthetic method in-
spite of its obvious limitations such as harsh reaction conditions,
intolerance to many reactive functional groups on the silicon
monomers and so on. This process leads to polymers that usually
have a bimodal distribution of molecular weights. The yields of
polysilanes are low to moderate. Many poly(alky/arylsilane)s have
been prepared by the use of this method. Many modifications of
the Wurtz-coupling reaction have been tried including use of alter-
native reducing agents such as CgK. However, there is still no gen-
eral procedure that allows a high yield synthesis of polysilanes that
have monomodal, high molecular weights.

3. Strained cyclosilanes can be utilized as monomers in a ring-
opening polymerization. These reactions are catalyzed by anionic
initiators and can be carried out by employing milder reaction
conditions than the Wurtz-coupling reaction. However, this proc-
ess is not general and construction of appropriate strained cyclosi-
lane monomers is a prerequisite. Similarly, masked disilenes can
be polymerized by anionic initiators. Several interesting polymers
have been prepared by this method including stereoregular poly-
mers. Design of the masked disilenes has to be carefully carried
out and should avoid the use of sterically hindered groups.
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4. Catalytic dehydrogenation is quite effective with monomers such
as RSiH3 (particularly when R = an aryl group). Various types of
catalysts can be employed to effect the deydrogenation. Most well-
used catalysts are metallocene catalysts containing Group 4 metals
such as titanium, zirconium or hafnium. Although high molecular
weights are not achieved in this process, the polysilanes obtained
have reactive Si-H functional groups that can be elaborated fur-
ther.

7.4 Modification of Polysilanes

Polysilanes can be elaborated, after their synthesis, by appropriate chemi-
cal methods [1-4, 61]. Representative methods of such possibilities are dis-
cussed in this section.

Polysilanes containing Si-H groups can be reacted further, in a variety
of ways. Waymouth and coworkers have shown that free-radical-assisted
addition of C=C or C=O bonds can be effected (Fig. 7.19) [62].
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Fig. 7.19. Modification of polysilanes

OMe Cl

Free-radical-assisted hydrosilylation can be carried out on
poly(phenylsilane), H(PhHSi)nH. Various types of reactive substrates such
as 1-hexene, cyclohexanone etc., have been utilized and about 70-90% of
substitution was observed without much chain degradation (Fig. 7.19).
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Similarly, the conversion of the Si-H unit in poly(phenylsilane) into the
more reactive Si-Cl and Si-Br functional group can be easily effected by
the reaction with carbon tetrachloride and carbon tetrabromide, respec-
tively (Fig. 7.19) [63]. The chlorination or bromination does not affect the
Si-Ph substituent but only involves the Si-H bonds. In these reactions
about 80% of the Si-H bonds can be converted into the corresponding Si-X
bonds. These halogenated polysilanes are reactive polymers that can react
with other types of nucleophiles such as alcohols to afford polysilanes con-
taining alkoxy groups [63].

R' = Et, f?Bu SR'
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R'SH/Et3N

Ph X H
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AIBr3, CH3COBr X = Cl, Br

R'OH/Et3N

R' = Me, Et, nBu, Z-Pr OR'

4sU-
I I Jn

R

Fig. 7.20. Modification of polysilanes by activation of Si-Ph groups
Another type of activation of polysilanes involves dearylation reactions.

We have seen earlier that Si-Ph bonds are susceptible to attack by triflic
acid. West and coworkers have shown that it is possible to convert
poly(alkyl/phenylsilane)s to poly(alkyl/halogenosilane)s. The halogen is
introduced in the polymer side-chain by the reaction of the polysilane
[PhRSi]n with acetylchloride or acetylbromide (Fig. 7.20) [64]. This reac-
tion is catalyzed by aluminum trichloride or aluminum tribromide. The re-
sulting poly(alkyl/halogenosilane)s are reactive towards a variety of re-
agents such as alcohols and thiols. Reduction of the
poly(alkyl/halogenosilane)s also can be carried out by the use of L1AIH4 to
generate the corresponding polymers containing Si-H groups (Fig. 7.20)
[64].

The phenyl substituent in poly(phenylmethylsilane)s can also be acti-
vated by its chlorination in a Sn(IV)-catalyzed reaction (see Eq. 7.15) [65].
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The chlorination of [MePhSi]n leads to a reactive group that is remote
with respect to the main silicon chain. It is possible to modify the resulting
functional polysilane in many ways. For example, recently Sakata and his
research group have utilized this approach to anchor tetraphenylporphyrin
units as pendant groups on the polysilane backbone (Fig. 7.21). It was ob-
served that in this polymer an intramolecular charge transfer occurs from
the silicon main-chain to the porphyrin side-chain [66].

ROH
K,CO-

CH2CI

R = (Pr-

/Pr

Fig. 7.21. Attachment of a tetraphenylporphyrin unit to a polysilane side-chain

Polysilanes with reactive silyl anions such as those prepared by the ani-
onic polymerization method (which are not quenched) can be utilized to
prepare blockcopolymers containing polysilane-organic polymer blocks.
Mention of this was made in the previous section [53, 54]. A variation of
this approach allows preparation of polysilanes with functional terminal
groups that can be utilized in many novel ways. For example, a tripodal
sulfur-containing coordinating ligand was anchored to the silyl end group
by adopting the procedure shown in Fig. 7.22 [67]. Thus, the reaction of a
polysilane containing a silyl anion terminal group (prepared by the anionic
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ROP of the masked disilene) with an alkyl bromide that contains the tripo-
dal sulfur ligand leads to an interesting polysilane which has three coordi-
nating sulfur units at its terminus. This polymer could be utilized for
chemisorption on gold surface (Fig. 7.22) [67].
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CH3

Fig. 7.22. Anchoring a tripodal sulfur ligand at the terminus of a polysilane

Thus, polysilanes can be elaborated (after their primary synthesis is ac-
complished) by many ways. These can be summarized as follows:

1. The phenyl substituents in poly(alkyl/arylsilane)s can be re-
placed by the action of CF3SO3H. Replacement of the phenyl
substituent by chlorine or bromine can be accomplished by an
aluminum halide-catalyzed reaction.

2. Introduction of reactive groups on the phenyl substituents of
poly(phenyl/alkylsilane)s can be accomplished. These can be
further utilized for anchoring other chemical entities of choice.

3. The Si-H group in polysilanes can be utilized as reactive centers
and several types of hydrosilylation reactions can be carried out.

4. Polysilanes prepared by anionic polymerization have reactive
silyl anion end-groups. Such polymers can be utilized for pre-
paring novel block copolymers. They also can be used for pre-
paring new polymers that contain novel end-groups.

7.5 Physical Properties of Polysilanes

Many of the physical properties of polysilanes depend on the actual sub-
stituents present on silicon. However, polysilanes have some distinct fea-
tures in comparison to other polymers which is a direct result of the unique
characteristics that a catenated chain of silicon atoms provide. These can
be summarized as follows:

1. Most polysilanes are soluble polymers and dissolve in common
organic solvents. The solubility decreases with increasing crystal-
Unity of the polymer. The classic example of this feature is
Burkhard's polymer [Me2Si]n. Other examples include [Et2Si]n,
[Ph2Si]n etc., [1-4]. However, disrupting the crystallinity by means
of copolymerization such as that found in [(Me2Si)n(PhMeSi)m] or
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in homopolymers that contain longer alkyl chains makes the poly-
mers soluble [1-4, 30].

2. Polysilanes have unique electronic properties and this results from
the electron delocalization in the o-bonded chain. Although the
Si-Si bond energy is comparable to that of C-C bond energy, sili-
con has a lower ionization potential and a greater electron affinity
[4, 68-69]. The combination of these factors leads to electron delo-
calization in the a-bonded chain of polysilanes. Thus, polysilanes
can be compared with organic polymers that have conjugated
skeleton such as polyacetylene. The important difference is that in
the latter the conjugation occurs as a result of delocalized JI-
electrons. Because of the a-delocalization of the electrons, polysi-
lanes show strong absorption in the region between 300-400 nm
[1-4, 69]. Further, since the c-a* transitions are allowed, the ex-
tinction coefficients of the optical absorption spectra are very high.

3. Polysilanes are radiation-sensitive polymers and degrade upon ex-
posure to UV light. This process is accentuated in solution [1-4].

4. The glass-transition temperatures of polysilanes range from very
low values of-75 °C to high values up to +120 °C[1]. Thus, poly-
mers such as [(Me)(«-Hex)Si]n has the lowest Tg of about -75 °C.
As the hexyl group is replaced by shorter chain alkyl substituents
as in [(Me)(CH2CH2CH3)Si]n (-28 °C) the Tg increases. Interest-
ingly, the related polymer [(Me)(CH2CH2CF3)Si]n (-3 °C) has a
higher Tg [28]. In general, polysilanes that contain long alkyl
chains as substituents are elastomeric. Crystallinity is introduced
when the alkyl groups are smaller or when substituents such as
phenyl groups are present on the silicon. Polysilanes are thermally
quite stable. Most polymers are stable up to 200-300 °C without
decomposition. It has been already mentioned that
poly(dimethylsilane) undergoes a rearrangement without decom-
position at 450 °C to afford the polycarbosilane [(H)(Me)SiCH2]n

which is converted to the ceramic silicon carbide only above
1000 °C[9-11].

5. Many polysilanes possess helical main-chain structures although
the details of these helical structures vary from case to case [5].

7.5.1 NMR of Polysilanes

The 29Si-NMR spectra of polysilanes show that most of the chemical
shifts are in the negative region [4, 72]. Representative examples of poly-
mers and their 29Si-NMR chemical shifts are given in Table 7.1.
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Table 7.1. Solution

S.No
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

8
9
10

29Si-NMR chemical shifts

Pjslvmer
[(«-C5H„)2Si]n

[(«-C6H13)2Si]n

[(Me)(Ph)Si]n

[(«Pr)PhSi]n

[(«C6H13)PhSi]n

[{OCH3(CH2)6}2Si]n

[Si(CH3)2-Si(«-C6H13)2]n

[(Me)(CH2CH2CH3)Si]n

[(Me)(CF3CH2CH2)Si]n

H[(H)(Ph)Si]nH

of polysilanes

5
-29.2
-23.0

-39.4,-40.1,-41.4
-30.2, -32.4, -39.2
-32.0, -35.0, -38.9

-24.0
-26.0 (Hex2Si)
-36.0 (Me2Si)

-32.5
-32.1

-59 to -63

If the same substituents are present on silicon (in polymers of the type
[R.2Si]n) a single resonance is seen in the 29Si-NMR spectrum (for example,
see entries 1 and 2, Table 1). On the other hand, if the substituents are dif-
ferent on the silicon, there is a possibility of fully ordered polysilanes.
Thus, if all the substituents are on the same side it would be an isotactic
polymer (Fig. 7.23). However, such an ordered isotactic polysilane has not
yet been prepared.

R R R R R R R R R
I I I I I I I I I

—S i — S i — S i — S i — S i — S i — S i — S i — S i

A A A A A A A A A

Isotactic

Fig. 7.23. Arrangement of side-groups in an isotactic polysilane

R R R R A R R R A
I I I I I I I I I

—Si—Si-S i —Si-Si—Si —Si -S i—Si
I I I I I I I I I

A A A A R A A A R

Isotactic Syndiotactic Heterotactic

Fig. 7.24. Arrangement of substituents in a triad of successive silicon atoms in an
atactic polysilane

Even in atactic polymers where the organization of the side groups is
perfectly random, if one considers short segments, say a triad of three suc-
cessive silicon atoms there are three possibilities of a short-range order that
could be present. These are termed isotactic, syndiotactic and heterotactic
(Fig. 7.24). It should be emphasized that the terms isotactic, syndiotactic
and heterotactic as applied in this context represent the statistical possibil-
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ity of the organization of side-groups in a successive three-silicon segment
within an atactic polymer chain. These stereochemical arrangements will
resonate separately in the 29Si NMR and three signals should be seen for
each of these three triad sequences. Thus, for example, in atactic
[PhMeSi]n three clear signals are seen for the isotactic, syndiotactic and
heterotactic segments of the polymer [4]. It is possible to observe more
signals in the 29Si NMR for polymers of the type [RRSi]n if stereochemical
sequences are expressed and detected beyond the triad to extend into tetrad
and pentad sequences.

Many copolymers of polysilanes show signals in the 29Si NMR that in-
dicates a random arrangement. However, if ordered copolymers can be
prepared this can be detected by 29Si NMR. For example, West and co-
workers prepared an ordered copolymer by the Wurtz-coupling reaction
involving the monomer BrSiMe2Si(«Hex)2SiMe2Br (Fig. 7.25) [73]. Theo-
retically this reaction should lead to the formation of
[SiMe2Si(nHex2)SiMe2]n where there is a clear ordering of the SiMe2

groups vis-a vis the Si(»Hex2) groups. While in the high-molecular-weight
portion of the polymer some randomization was detected the lower-
molecular-weight portion was determined to be an ordered copolymer by
the observation of sharp signals at -36 ppm (SiMe2) and -26 ppm (Sin-
Hex,).

2PhSi(CH3)2Li + R2SiCI2

Me R Me
I I I

• -S i -S i -S i—
I I I
Me R Me

Na/K

Me R Me
I I I

Ph-Si -S i -S i—Ph
I I I

Me R Me

HBr, AIBr3

Me R Me
I I I

Br-Si—Si—Si—Br
I I I
Me R Me

R = n-C6H13

Fig. 7.25. Preparation of an ordered copolymer

Another way of preparing the ordered copolymer consists of using the
masked-disilene method. If the monomer (masked disilene) is designed in
such a manner that one of the silicon atoms has two methyl groups and the
other silicon has two w-hexyl substituents, it would be expected that the
polymer obtained from it should have a stereo regular arrangement. This
has been accomplished and in the 29Si NMR of this polymer two distinct
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sharp signals were obtained indicating an ordered sequence of SiMe2 and
Si(«-Hex)2 units (see Eq. 7.16) [51].

5 (7.16)
6 w? iT , , Me C6H13

LnBuLi _ / I J.\ ,,
n But Si—SB-Hn B u + S i S H

2. BOH V I | 'n
Me C6H13

Ph'

7.5.2 Electronic Spectra of Polysilanes

Most polysilanes absorb in the region between 300-400 ran [1-4, 26, 74-
77]. The electronic absorption data of representative examples are summa-
rized in Table 7.2.

Table 7.2. Electronic spectroscopic data for representative examples of polysi-
lanes

S.No
1
2
3
4

5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Polymer
[(»C6H13)2Si]n

[(nC10H21)2Si]n

[(«Pr)(Me)Si]n
[(«C10H13)(5-

CH2CH(CH3)(C2H5))Si]n

[(Ph)(Me)Si]n
[(/>-OMe-C6H4)(Me)Si]n
[(p-?Bu-C6H4)(Me)Si]n

[{^-OMe-C6H4-(CH2)3}(Me)Si]n

H[(Ph)(H)Si]nH
H[(Ph)(«C6H13)Si]nH
H[(Ph)(OC6H13)Si]nH
[0?-«Bu-C6H4)2Si]n
[(p-C2H5-C6H4)2Si]n

[{^-(CH3)2CH-CH2-C6H4}2Si]n

[(p-;Bu-C6H4)2Si]n
[(p-«C6H13-C6H4)2Si]n

[(p-OBu-C6H4)2Si]n

[(m-OBu-C6H4)2Si]n

*^ max

317
324
306
323

341
346
339
308
294
325
353
395
390
390
376
397
326
403

e Si-Si
9500
8940
5600
55,000

9300
8180
7400
6735
2026
4321
2349
26,600
10,000
16,200
3400
23,300
9000
18,300

Studies on model compounds [70-71] reveal that the energy of absorp-
tion shifts to longer wavelengths upon increase of the number of silicon
atoms: Si2Me6(190 mn); Si3Meg(217 nm); Si4Me10 (233 nm); Si5Mei2 (250
nm); Si6Me14 (260 nm); Si7Me16 (269 nm); Si8Mei8 (276 nm); Si9Me20 (278
nm); Si10Mei2(284 nm); Sii6Me34(312 nm). A similar feature has also been
noticed for the corresponding oligomers containing the «-hexyl substitu-
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ents: SisHexg (217 nm); Si4Hex10 (233 nm); Si5Hex12 (250 nm); Si10Hex22
(290 nm). Such a progressive shift of electronic absorption to the longer
wavelength is attributed to a a-delocalization. Thus, a delocalized band-
model is more appropriate to describe the polysilane electronic structure.
This arises primarily because of the low ionization potential of silicon
coupled with its greater electron affinity. This electronic picture is unlike
the carbon backbone polymers where electron delocalization occurs only
in polymers where there are alternate double bonds in the backbone. The
classic example of such a polymer is polyacetylene.

The main features of the electronic spectra of polysilanes can be sum-
marized as follows:

1. The electronic transitions in polysilanes are of the G-a* type. The
high values of the extinction coefficients of these absorptions is
consistent with the a-o* nature of these transitions. One of the
highest s values are observed for [(»Bu-/?-C6H4)2Si]n (e = 26,600)
[2,26] and [(«C10H13XS-CH2CH(CH3)(C2H5)Si]n(e = 55,000) [74]

2. The Â ax and the e values depend on the chain length but seem to
reach an optimum value for a chain length equaling [RR Si]n

(n=30). The Xnax value also depends on the type of substituents
present on the silicon. Thus, the highest energy absorption is ob-
served for [(CF3CH2CH2)(CH3)Si]n at 285 nm [28].

3. Poly(dialkylsilane)s have a A™ax between 305-315 nm. Introduction
of aryl groups causes a bathochromic shift. Thus, for
poly(alkyl/arylsilane)s the A^« increases to 325-350 nm. The high-
est bathochromic shifts are observed for poly(diarylsilane)s
[26,75]. This progressive shift of absorption to lower energy upon
introduction of aryl groups has been attributed to a-n mixing.

4. Poly(dialkylsilane)s show fluorescence with a small Stokes shift.
In contrast, polymers such as [PhMeSi]n show two emission bands:
(a) a weak emission band with a small Stokes shift and (b) an in-
tense emission with a substantial Stokes shift (for [PhMeSi]n this
emission occurs at 460 nm). The latter has been attributed to the
presence of chain branching defects [75].

Most polysilanes also show thermochromic behavior in solution as well
as in the solid state [1-4, 75, 78-82]. The most well-studied example in this
regard is the poly(di-ra-hexylsilane), [(«-Hex)2Si]n which shows an abrupt
thermochromic transition (generally observed over a range of about 10 °C
[4, 75]. Thus, at ambient temperature this polymer shows a Amax at 315 nm.
On cooling this transition moves to lower energy. Thus, by about -56 °C a
new band at around 355 nm is fully developed at the expense of the high
energy band. These changes are reversible with changes in temperature.
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More recent studies on poly(di-n-hexylsilane) seem to indicate that this
polymer can exist in three different conformations in solution [82]. De-
tailed studies on various types of polysilanes reveal that the above type of
thermochromic behavior is typical of polysilanes where similar (or identi-
cal) alkyl groups are present on the silicon. In polymers with widely dif-
ferent types of alkyl groups such as [(Me)(«-Hex)Si]n, although no abrupt
transition occurs, a gradual shift to a lower energy transition is observed.
An intermediate behavior is also seen for polymers such as
[(«Pr)(nHex)Si]n [75]. Bathochromic shifts (upon lowering temperature)
are not observed in polysilanes that contain sterically hindered substituents
or if both the substituents are aryl groups. The causes of thermochromic
behavior are quite complex and the most simplistic explanation seems to
suggest the dominance of an ordered conformation (such as a helical rod-
like conformation) at lower temperatures leading to better delocalization
and consequently to the a-v* transition moving to lower energy. For a de-
tailed discussion on the various models of this interesting phenomenon in
polysilanes the reader is directed to authoritative sources [1-4, 75, 79, 83].

Thermochromism is exhibited by many polysilanes in the solid state as
well but is different from that shown in solution. Polymers with short alkyl
side-chains such as [Et2Si]n, do not show thermochromism. Even polymers
such as [«Bu2Si]n, [nPent2Si]n do not show any dramatic thermochromism.
However, polymers with longer alkyl side-chains starting from
[(«Hex)2Si]n show thermochromism in the solid state. Thus, [(«Hex)2Si]n

undergoes a phase transition at 43 °C. This is coincident with the shifting
of the electronic transition from 375 nm (below 43 °C) to 317 nm (above
43 °C) [75]. Recent studies on the thermochromic behavior in the solid
state reveal that in polymers such as [(nCioH23)2Si]n multiple low-energy
bands are seen [25].

7.6 Optically Active Polysilanes

Although most polysilanes adopt main-chain helical structures, most of
them do not show a preferred screw sense. Thus, if a helical polymer
shows a preferred screw sense it can be either left-handed or right-handed
type. These possibilities can be detected by CD (circular dichroism) spec-
troscopy. Thus, in regular optical absorption spectroscopy the extinction
coefficient or molar absorptivity (s) is related to the absorbance (A), con-
centration (c) and path length of the detecting cell (1) by the famous Beer-
Lambert's expression (see Eq. 7.17).
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A = e c l (7.17)

However, when plane-polarized light passes through a solution contain-
ing an optically active substance, the left and right circularly polarized
components are absorbed to different extents. This is reflected in CD spec-
troscopy by the positive or negative Cotton effects (Ae) [84]. The appro-
priate expression in CD spectroscopy is shown in Eq. 7.18.

Ae = e L - eR=(AL-AR)/cl (7.18)

The eL, £R, ALand AR represent the respective extinction coefficients and
absorbances of the absorption of the left and right circularly polarized
light, respectively. Polysilanes that have equal segments of the opposite
screw sense that absorb in the same wavelength will not show Cotton ef-
fect. On the other hand, if the polymer has a preferred screw sense it will
show a Cotton effect.

CH3 CH3

Cri2—CH Cri2~CH3 CH2~CH Crl2~Cr"i3

f l i S . | . S

SP"n fSj-i
CH2-(CH2)8-CH3 CH3

CH2-CH— CH2-CH3

s

CH3

.CH2-CH—CH2-CH3

V
CH2CH2CH2CH3

Fig. 7.26. Representative examples of optically active polysilanes

Recently, many helical polysilanes with a preferred screw sense have
been synthesized mainly by Fujiki and coworkers [74, 85-92]. These con-
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tain either one or two chiral side chains. Representative examples of such
polymers are shown in Fig. 7.26.

Optically active polysilanes are synthesized by the conventional Wurtz
synthesis starting from the appropriate dichloro derivatives. The polymer,
poly(«-decyl-(iS)-2-methylbutylsilane) shows a rod-like helical chromo-
phore and shows a positive Cotton absorption at 323 nm [74]. Fujiki has
observed that the rigid-rod-like helical structure was maintained in the se-
ries of polymers [(R)(5'-2-methylbutyl)Si]n as the R is varied from «-propyl
to «-dodecyl [74]. However, when R = Me a CD band with both positive
and negative Cotton effects are seen [85]. This is interpreted as being con-
sistent with the polymer possessing a diastereoisomeric block structure
with the opposite helical segments coexisting in the same main chain. Fu-
jiki and coworkers have also observed a dependence on the type of pre-
ferred screw sense adopted by the polymers. Thus, in the polymer poly(«-
butyl-(5)-2-methylbutylsilane) which contains only one chiral unit per sili-
con a positive Cotton effect is seen. On the other hand, if two chiral sub-
stituents are present in the polysilane such as that found in [ {C6H4-p-(5)-
CH2-CH(CH3)(C2H5)}2Si]n, a negative Cotton effect is seen [87]. Another
interesting observation is a temperature-dependent inversion of the helical
screw conversion. For dialkylpolysilanes such a reversal occurs over a
small temperature range. It has been suggested that such polymers are use-
ful in applications as chiro-optical switches [88].

7.7 Applications of Polysilanes

Polysilanes have many applications [1-5]. These are based on the ability of
some members of their family to serve as precursors to silicon carbide.
Other applications of polysilanes stem from their interesting electronic and
photophysical properties.

Apart from Yajima's procedure of utilizing [Me2Si]n as a precursor for
silicon carbide, many other polysilanes have also been found to be good
precursors for high-temperature processing into silicon carbide. These in-
clude the copolymer [(Me2Si)x(PhMeSi)y]. The latter is photo-crosslinked
and the fibers of the crosslinked polymer upon heating at 1100 °C in argon
atmosphere to afford SiC [30]. A high-molecular-weight
poly(methylsilane) of composition [(CH3SiH)x(CH3Si)y(CH3SiH2)z] was
prepared by the sonochemical/Wurtz-coupling condensation of
CH3SiHCl2. This polymer upon pyrolysis in argon affords silicon carbide.
Silicon carbide in the form of fibers, films as well as solid monoliths could
be obtained by this method [93].
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Other applications of polysilanes include their utility as photoinitiators
for vinyl polymerization. This application is based on the phenomenon of
generating silyl radicals upon photolysis. Although polysilanes are not ef-
ficient photoinitiators they have unique properties such as being not sus-
ceptible to oxygen. Many organic monomers such as acrylates, and styrene
have been polymerized by this method [4].

Polysilanes have been examined as materials for photoresist applications
involving microlithography which has applications in microchip fabrica-
tion [1-4, 94]. This application is based on the sensitivity of polysilanes
towards Si-Si bond scission upon photolysis.

Polysilanes are now being looked at from the point of view of elec-
troluminescent materials as these polymers have high-energy HOMO's
[95]. Because of this it is easy to oxidize polysilanes. Consequently,
polysilanes have been predominantly shown to be hole transport materials.
These features have enabled these materials to be considered as possible
electroluminescent materials particularly for emission in the near ultravio-
let (NUV) or ultraviolet (UV). These types of light sources are difficult to
obtain from conventional organic polymers such as
poly(phenylenevinylene) which have been vigorously examined as light-
emitting materials. A functional electroluminescent device would consist
of a thin film of polysilane sandwiched between a hole and an electron-
injecting electrode. Electroluminescence is exhibited by the recombination
of holes and electrons which are injected by electrodes. Typically the elec-
trodes that are used are indium-tin oxide (ITO) for hole injection and met-
als such as Ca, Al, or alloys of magnesium and silver for electron injection.
Polymers such as [PhMeSi]n have been found to show electroluminescence
which can be tuned over the range of colors from blue to red by the use of
dye materials. However, the electroluminescence of [PhMeSi]n is exhibited
only at low temperatures and is seen from 230-110 K. In contrast, the di-
aryl polymer [(«-C4H9-/?-C6H4)2Si]n shows electroluminescence peaking at
407 nm at room temperature. The successful implementation of these ma-
terials in EL devices would have to overcome the weakness of the polysi-
lane backbone under UV light irradiation [95].

Polysilanes are also attracting attention in application as photoreceptors
in copiers and printers because of their high carrier mobility [95].

7.8 Polysilynes

Reduction of organotrichlorosilanes RSiCl3 can be utilized to prepare
polymers with network structures known as polysilynes [4]. The presence
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of three reactive chlorines means that every silicon can be connected to
three other silicon centers. If the substituent R is bulky and is sterically
hindered, discrete molecules in various structures such as cubes, trigonal
prisms or tetrahedra can be prepared [96]. The type of cluster isolated de-
pends on the nature of the substituent present on silicon and also on the na-
ture of reductant apart from the reaction conditions. Thus, a cubic silane
[RSi]g was isolated in the reduction of RSiCl3 with Mg/MgBr2 (R = 2,6-
Et2-C6H3) (Fig. 7.27).

1.nBuLi/THF

2. SiCyTHF

Mg/MgBr2

Si—\-Si
i
-Si

THF

Fig. 7.27. Synthesis of a cubic silane [RSi]g

On the other hand, trigonal prismatic [RSi]6 is obtained in the reduction
of RSiCl3 or [RSiCl2]2 (R=2,6-/-Pr2-C6H3) (Fig. 7.28).

Fig. 7.28. Synthesis of the hexameric [RSi]6 in the trigonal prism structure

The tetrahedral cluster [RSi]4 is prepared by the reduction of [RSiBr2]2

(R = £Bu3Si) (Fig. 7.29). This cluster synthesis is made possible by the use
of the sterically hindered tris-f-butylsilyl substituent on silicon. It is no-
ticed that in these reduction reactions the substituent on silicon has a cru-
cial and structure-directing role. Although it is not possible apriori to pre-
dict the type of product that may be formed in the reduction of a given
RSiCl3, it has been experimentally found, as shown above, that the nu-
clearity of the cluster decreases with an increase of the steric bulk of the
substituent on silicon.



7.8 Polysilynes 283
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Fig. 7.29. Synthesis of tetrahedral [RSi]4 by the ?Bu3SiNa-mediated reduction of
|>Bu3SiSiBr2]2

In order to prepare polymeric derivatives from RSiCl3, the steric bulk of
the substiruent on silicon has to be reduced. Thus, reduction of RSiCl3 (R=
an alkyl group such as n-propyl, «-butyl, w-hexyl, cyclohexyl etc., or
where the R = sterically unhindered aryl group such as phenyl, p-tolyl, p-
NMe2-C6H4- etc.) afforded polysilynes. A typical synthesis exemplified by
the preparation of [«HexSi]n consists of reacting «-HexSiCl3 with so-
dium/potassium alloy under high-intensity ultrasound conditions at ambi-
ent temperature [97-98]. This polymer showed a 29Si-NMR chemical shift
at -57 ppm which is about 30 ppm upfield shifted in comparison to
poly(di-M-hexylsilane), [n-Hex2Si]n (-24.8 ppm). This chemical shift is in-
dicative of a tetrahedral silicon environment where each silicon is attached
to three other silicon centers. Based on this, these polymers have been
suggested to have an open sheet-like structure containing fused cyclosilane
rings. The poly(«-hexylsilyne) [«HexSi]n has a Mw of 2.4 x 104 (monomo-
dal, PDI = 2.1). The electronic spectra of these polysilynes reveal a broad
absorption tailing into the visible region. Recently, some of these types of
polymers have been shown to have enhanced electrical conductivity upon
doping with I2. They also have been shown to form strong charge-transfer
complexes with electron acceptors such as 9,10-dicyanoanthracene, p-
chloranil and tetracyanoquinodimethane [99].
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7.9 Polycarbosilanes and Polysiloles

Polycarbosilanes and polysiloles are important silicon-containing polymers
that have been receiving increasing attention in recent years. These are
briefly dealt in the following sections.

7.9.1 Polycarbosilanes

Polycarbosilanes are a broad class of polymers which contain both silicon
and carbon in the backbone of the polymer [100]. There are several types
of polycarbosilanes. All of these types of polymers will not be dealt with
here. The reader is referred to a more detailed review article on this subject
[100]. The most important member of this family is of course the one pre-
pared by Yazima by the thermolysis of poly(dimethylsilane), [Me2Si]n at
450 °C to afford [(H)(CH3)SiCH2]n (see Eq. 7.19). The importance of this
polymer arises from the fact that it can be spun into fibers, crosslinked by
heating in air at around 300 °C and transformed by pyrolysis at high tem-
peratures to silicon carbide fibers impregnated with silicon carbide crystal-
lites [9-11]. This pioneering work has in fact inspired much of the research
on polysilanes in general as well as polycarbosilanes in particular.

(7.19)
[Me2Si 4 5 0 ° C

I n Argon

H

- - S i — CH2--

CH3

Poly(carbosilane)

An elegant synthetic route has been recently developed for polymers
containing alternate R2Si and CH2 units by Interrante and coworkers.
These polymers are called poly(silylenemethylene)s or polysilaethylenes
[101-102]. The preparative route to these polymers consists of a platinum
(H2PtCl6)-catalyzed ring-opening polymerization of four-membered 1,3-
disilacyclobutanes. These monomeric inorganic rings can be prepared in
many ways. Thus, the reduction of Cl(OEt)2SiCH2Cl with magnesium af-
fords an alkoxydisilacyclobutane. This can be converted into the corre-
sponding tetrachloro derivative by treatment with acetylchloride. The chlo-
rine atoms on the silicon can then be replaced by alkyl groups by the
corresponding Grignard reagent (Fig. 7.30). These disilacyclobutanes have
been found to be ideal substrates for ring-opening polymerization [100-
101].
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CI(OEt)2SiCH2CI-
Mg

RMgX

Cl

R = alkyl group

Fig. 7.30. Preparation of disilacyclobutanes

Tetrachlorodisilacyclobutane can be ring-opened to afford the polymeric
derivative [Cl2SiCH2]n. This polymer can be reduced with LiAlELt to afford
[H2SiCH2]n which has a Mw of about 80,000 (see Eq. 7.20). Notice that this
polymer is a monosilicon analogue of polyethylene where every alternate
CH2 unit is replaced by the SiH2 unit (Fig. 7.31) [102].

(7.20)H2PtCl6
Cl

Sr—CH2

Cl

LiAIH,

H H H H H H

Polyethylene

H JH K H H H K H

Sk S i v S'k S i v

' X X X ^ X X X

H H H H H H

Poly(silaethylene)

Fig. 7.31. Relationship between polyethylene and polysilaethylene

Poly(silaethylene) also has been shown to possess an all-trans structure
such as polyethylene [100-101].

The fluoro derivative [F2SiCH2]n, has been prepared by a slightly differ-
ent method [103]. Unlike the dichloro compound which is prepared by a
direct ROP reaction, the difluoro derivative is obtained in a ROP of the di-
ethoxy derivative. The diethoxy polysilaethylene upon treatment with
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BF3.Et2O affords the hydrolytically sensitive difluoro derivative (see Eq.
7.21).

Eta,
BF3-Et20

--Si—CH2--

F

(7.21)

Other dialkyl or alkyl/aryl polysilaethylene derivatives are prepared by
the ring-opening polymerization of the cis-trans mixtures of the corre-
sponding disilacyclobutanes.

c/strans

MeCOCI

*<>. R'MgBr

"R1 Cl

c/strans

Fig. 7.32. Synthesis of mixed substituent disilacyclobutanes

Reduction of RSi(OR')ClCH2Cl with magnesium affords a cis-trans
mixture of the dialkoxydisilacyclobutanes [R(OR')SiCH2]2. These on reac-
tion with acetylchloride afford the corresponding mixtures of chloro/alkyl,
chloro/aryl derivatives, [RClSiCH2]2. Such compounds are ideal precursors
for the preparation of mixed substituent derivatives. Thus, [RClSiCH2]2

can be further alkylated to give mixed-substituent disilacyclobutanes
[RR'SiCH2]2 (Fig. 7.32). Such mixed-substituent disilacyclobutanes can be
used as substrates for ROP in a chloroplatinic acid-catalyzed reaction (see
Eqs. 7.22 and 7.23) [100-101].

(7.22)
H,PtCIB

Me

— C H 2 - -

Et

c/strans
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* ~ rPh n ( 7 -2 3 )
/ P h H2PtCI6

P

- -Si—CH2- -

EtPh ^ c Me
H2

c/strans

Thermal properties of poly(silaethylene)s follow predictable lines. Thus,
one of the lowest Tg containing polymer is [H(«-Hex)SiCH2]n (-91.4 °C).
Introduction of the aryl groups increases the Tg, [H(Ph)SiCH2]n (-37.6 °C).
Presence of methyl and phenyl groups on the silicon increases the Tg fur-
ther , [MePhSiCH2]n (+28.6 °C) [100-101].

The most important application of this family of polymers is as precur-
sors for silicon carbide. Poly(silaethylene), [H2SiCH2]n, has been converted
into silicon carbide at 1000 °C [101]. This conversion has been studied in
some detail and has been found to proceed in a step-wise manner. Thus,
between 300-450 °C poly(silaethylene) starts to lose H2 to afford a
crosslinked polymer. This is further converted into a fully crosslinked net-
work by about 800 °C. The conversion of this network material into silicon
carbide occurs above 1000 °C [101].

Polymers containing a R2Si-CH2CH2 repeat unit can be prepared by the
hydrosilylation reaction of the difunctional monomer [CH=CH2SiH2Cl].
This leads to the formation of poly [(dichlorosilylene)ethylene]. Reduction
of this polymer with lithiumaluminumhydride affords
poly(silyleneethylene),[H2SiCH2CH2]n(Fig. 7.33) [104].

Cl Cl H
I H2PtCI6 r I l LiAIH4 r I 1

CH2=CH—Si—H 4 - C H 2 C H 2 — S r + • -HCH 2 CH 2 —Sr+
| L | J n L I J n
Cl Cl H

/ M e 80°C r I l
iN • fsi-CH2CH2CH2f

M e Me

H *

R R-78 °C

R = H, Me, Ph

Fig. 7.33. Preparation of polymers with a Si-C-C repeat unit

Polymers containing higher alkylene units alternating with silylene units
can be prepared by a thermal ROP of the corresponding monosilacyclobu-
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tanes. Anionic polymerization of silacyclopropanes [105] or silacyclobu-
tanes leads to the formation of the corresponding linear polymers [106].

Other types of polycarbosilanes are also now known. Polycarbosilanes
containing aromatic groups in the backbone can be synthesized by the
Wurtz-type coupling of the appropriate dichloro/dibromo precursors (Fig.
7.34) [107-109].

Na

toluene

Me Me

Cl—Si—<P>—Si—Cl
b PhPh

Na

toluene

Me Me

Ph Ph

Et

Br
1.Mg

Et
2. NiCI2L

L = Ph2PCH2CH2PPh2

Fig. 7.34. Synthesis of polycarbosilanes containing aromatic spacer groups

Rigid-rod polymers interrupted by silicon atoms are another group of
polymers that belong to the family of polycarbosilanes (Fig. 7.35) [110].
These type of polymers are of interest because the introduction of the sili-
con units in the rigid-rod structure allows the polymer to become more
soluble apart from modifying the electronic properties of the parent poly-
mers.

XOR ,OR

, O / C=C-SJ—s.i—c=c—< ( j>—c=c—{{ j>—c=c-h

RO' RÖ

Fig. 7.35. Example of a rigid-rod polymer containing disilane spacer groups

7.9.2 Polysiloles

Polysiloles are a relatively new class of silicon-containing polymers which
contain as their building blocks the silacyclobutadiene [111]. Interest in
these compounds is because of the relatively low energy gap between their
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HOMO and LUMO and the expected unusual electronic behavior due to G-
n conjugation.

One of the basic starting materials for the preparation of polysiloles is
1,1-dichlorotetraphenylsilole. This compound is readily prepared by the
reaction of the dilithium salt of tetraphenylbutadiene with silicon tetrachlo-
ride (see Eq. 7.24) [112].

Ph—C=C—Ph
2 Li

Ph.

/
Ph—C

Li

Ph

\\
C—Ph

Li

Ph Ph (7.24)

xci

Reduction of 1,1-dichlorotetraphenylsilole with lithium, sodium or po-
tassium in tetrahydrofuran affords the polysilole of a moderate molecular
weight, Mn = 5500 with a MJMn of 1.1 (see Eq. 7.25) [113]. The 29Si
NMR shows a major resonance at 8 = -40.8 and has a red-shifted emission
at 520 nm. This polymer is also electroluminescent. It has been suggested
that the emission properties of the polysilole results from excimer forma-
tion in solution and/or the formation of a twisted intramolecular charge-
transfer state. Such a conformation brings the polymer into a trans state
which brings the silole rings into a face-to-face relationship with each
other [113].

Ph. Ph

Ph

Ph (7.25)

A
Cl Cl

Ph
Li, K or Na

THF
MeOH

n = 15

P t l ) \ p h

1. Li

2. CI(Me2Si)4CI

Cl

Ph Ph

•hÄ,
Me. Me Me Me

-SiC
h 1/ s i -

sr

Ph Ph

PI
Me. Si

Ph
Me

Me" ^ / Me
Si— S K

Me" I I Me
Me Me

1. nBuLi

2. EtOH

Me Me Me Me

Fig. 7.36. Synthesis of poly(silole-silane)

Poly(silole-silane)s have been prepared by Sakurai and coworkers [114].
These copolymers contain a silole unit along with silane units that are con-
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nected to each other (Fig. 7.36). The reaction of 1,1-
dichlorotetraphenylsilole with lithium metal along with 1,4-
dichlorooctamethyltetrasilane leads to the formation of a spirocyclic com-
pound. This serves as a monomer for an anionic ROP to afford poly(silole-
silane). This polymer has a Mn of 17,000 (MJMn=l3). The 29Si NMR
shows three types of signals. The silole silicon resonates at 8 = -27.0, while
the other silicons in the backbone resonate at 8 = -32.5 and -33.0. The ab-
sorption spectrum of this polymer showed two bands at 320 and 360 nm.
Fluorescence studies revealed considerable energy transfer between the
polysilane chain and the silole ring.

Alternative ways of preparing polysiloles involves the use of diaminosi-
loles. These are prepared by ring-closure reaction of
bis(diethylamino)bis(phenylethynylsilane) (Fig. 7.37).

Me—<C )>—Me

Et2N NEt2

Ar = -Ph, p-Et-C6H4

Fig. 7.37. Synthesis of aryl/alkyl-substituted siloles

The reaction sequence shown in Fig. 7.37 first leads to the formation of
l,l-diamino-2,5-dilithiosilanes. The reaction of this species with Me3SiCl
or dimethylsulfate affords siloles that contain both aryl and alkyl substitu-
ents [115]. The amino units on these siloles can be readily replaced by
chlorines by a reaction with dry hydrogen chloride (see Eq. 7.26).

Arv .Ar ArK ^Ar (7 26)

s—Me

-78 °C ~ / V

/ / \ \ dryHCI / / \ \
Me—K. >— Me — - Me—K. J>— Me

Si x B 2 ° Si'

Et2N NEt2
 C l C l

The dichlorosilole upon treatment with lithium metal in THF at -20 °C
affords mainly the linear polysilole (Mw = 7200) along with small quanti-
ties of the cyclic hexamer (Fig. 7.38) [115]. The polysilole shown in Fig.
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7.38 has a broad absorption in the UV-visible spectrum with a shoulder at
320 nm. This value is red-shifted by about 30-40 nm in comparison to the
acyclic trimers and tetramers. The fluorescence spectrum of this polymer
shows an emission at 460 nm. Interestingly, this poly(l,l-silole) decom-
poses upon treatment with lithium metal.

1.2 Li

THF, -20 °C

Me

Cl'"NCI

Ar = p-C6H4-Et

2. Et Mg Br
3. MeOH

-I- | |

9 = )ri
M e A s i Me

Fig. 7.38. Synthesis of poly(l,l-silole)s containing aryl and alkyl substituents

In contrast to poly(l,l-siloles) that are interconnected to each other by
Si-Si bonds, poly(2,5-siloles) contain interconnected carbon chains. These
are prepared by a multi-step synthetic methodology (Fig. 7.39) [116].
Poly(2,5-silole) shows a 29Si NMR at 8 23.24 (major peak) and 8 21.57 and
8 24.12. Notice the downfield shift of this polymer which does not have
Si-Si bonds in contrast to poly(l,l-siloles) where the polymer has Si-Si
bonds.

LnBuLi

ZnCI

H3C' "CH3

THF PdCI2(PPh3)2

.R R

Poly(2,5-silole)

Fig. 7.39. Synthesis of poly(2,5-silole)

Poly(2,5-silole) has an optical absorption at 485 nm. This is considera-
bly red-shifted in comparison to a dimer, di(2,5-silole). The latter has ab-
sorption at 340 nm. This indicates that considerable Ji-conjugation is pre-
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sent in this polymer. Another interesting aspect is that upon lowering the
temperature to around 150 K the absorption is further red-shifted to 542
nm. It is speculated that this spectroscopic event is related to a change in
the effective conjugation length of the polymer by modification in the con-
formation of the main chain.
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8 Organometallic Polymers

8.1 Introduction

Organometallic compounds have come to occupy a position of prominence
in the last 50 years. Although the first organometallic compound is tradi-
tionally regarded as Zeise's salt, K[PtCl3CH2=CH2], the major impetus to
this field is undoubtedly the discovery of ferrocene in the 1950's. This was
followed by the landmark finding of Ziegler that organoaluminum com-
pounds can function as catalysts towards the polymerization of ethylene.
Later work showed that organoaluminum compounds in conjunction with
titanium halides can be used for the preparation of high density polyethyl-
ene and isotactic polypropylene. As we had seen in Chap. 2 various devel-
opments in Ziegler-Natta catalysis have occurred since the original discov-
ery. Historically the importance of Ziegler-Natta catalysts has been to
move organometallic compounds from being laboratory curiosities to be-
come industrially important compounds. Many other amazing develop-
ments have occurred in the field of organometallic chemistry and many
textbooks deal with this subject [1-2]. In this chapter we will have a brief
survey of polymers that incorporate organometallic fragments in their
back-bone. Major motivations for attempts to prepare polymers that con-
tain metals in the backbone are as follows:

1. The difficulty of assembling metal-containing polymers has been
and continues to be a synthetic challenge. The process of attempt-
ing to prepare these polymers has led to a number of novel prepa-
rative routes.

2. The expectation that some members of this polymer family may
have unusual electrical, magnetic or optical properties has also
been a major motivation for studying these polymer systems [3-6].

Although many types of polymers are now known, in keeping with the
objectives of this book, we will examine families of organometallic poly-
mers that are now reasonably well developed and which already show
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promising properties. We will not be looking at coordination polymers or
polymers where coordination metal complexes are linked to each other.
This subject is dealt in much more detail elsewhere [7, 8]. In this chapter
we will examine the following three types of polymers:

1. The first of these are polygermanes and polystannanes. Although
germanium is not a metal we have included polygermanes in this
discussion for the sake of continuity. In polygermanes and
polystannanes the polymers contain catenated germanium and tin
atoms, respectively [7]. Analogous to polysilanes that we have
seen in Chap. 7 polygermanes and polystannanes have unusual
electronic properties that result from a o-delocalized backbone.

2. The second class of polymers that we will consider in this chapter
is those that contain ferrocene in the backbone. Although ferro-
cene- containing polymers were among the first types of or-
ganometallic polymers that have been investigated, this area re-
ceived a major boost by the discovery of the ring-opening
polymerization of strained ferrocenophanes [3, 7].

3. The third class of polymers that we will investigate in this chapter
is polyynes which are prepared by the involvement of acetylene
functional groups in the polymerization reaction. These polymers
are also called rigid-rod organometallic polymers. In these types
of polymers various late transition metal ions alternate with a rigid
organic unit.

8.2 Polygermanes and Polystannanes

Polygermanes and polystannanes are heavier Group 14 congeners of
polysilanes (Fig. 8.1).

R

Fig. 8.1. Polysilanes, polygermanes and polystannanes

As discussed in the last chapter, polysilanes have several important
properties that emanate from a-delocalization. Consequently, these poly-
mers exhibit interesting behavior such as absorption in the UV-visible re-
gion, thermochromism, photoconductivity and semiconducting properties
(particularly on doping) [9, 10]. These results have prompted investiga-
tions on the heavier Group 14 congeners of polysilanes viz., polygermanes
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and poly stannaries. Polygermanes have been prepared mainly by the
Wurtz- type coupling reaction of diorganogermaniumdichlorides, while
polystannanes have been prepared principally by the catalytic dehydroge-
nation of diorganotindihydrides.

8.2.1 Synthesis of Polygermanes

Polygermanes have been prepared by the Wurtz-type coupling reaction of
diorganogermaniumdichlorides, R2GeCl2 [11-13]. The latter are most read-
ily synthesized by an equilibration between RjGe and GeCl4 [12] (see Eq.
8.1).

GeCI4 + RMgX »• R2Ge (8 1)

AlCk
R-Ge + GeCI4 —*• R2GeCI2

A

R = alkyl

The Wurtz-type coupling reaction of R2GeCl2 with sodium in high-
boiling solvents such as toluene at reflux temperatures affords polyger-
manes (see Eq. 8.2).

R2GeCt - — ^ • [R2Ge] (8.2)
toluene, A l n

-NaCI

R = n-Hex, n-Pen, n-Oct

The crude polymers have polymodal molecular weight distribution and
the higher-molecular-weight species can be separated from the lower-
molecular-weight compounds by a reprecipitation process. In general, the
yields of the high molecular weight polymers are low and range from 5-
15%. The molecular weights (of the high-molecular-weight species) are
quite high and range from 300,000-1,000,000. Interestingly, these poly-
mers have a fairly narrow PDI with MJMn ranging between 1.5-2.5 [12].

n-Hex2GeCI2 + n-Hex2SiCI2 — •- f(nHex2Ge)x (nHex2Si)J ( 8 - 3 )
-N3CI I J

n-R2GeCI2 + R'R"SiCI2 — • f(nBu2Ge)x (RR'Si)y

-NaCI L

R = Ph, nBu
R' = nHex; R" = Me
R' = cHex; R" = Me
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High-molecular-weight germanium-silicon copolymers have been pre-
pared by the sodium assisted cocondensation of R2GeCl2 and R2SiCl2 [11]
(see Eq. 8.3).

Polygermanes can also be synthesized by a dealkylation (demethana-
tion) reaction [14-15]. Berry and coworkers have shown that
poly(dimethylgermane) and poly(arylmethylgermane)s can be synthesized
by an ambient-temperature polymerization process which is catalyzed by
an organometallic ruthenium complex. For example, the synthesis of
H[Me2Ge]nH (Mw= 2 x 104 - 2 x 105) is carried out by the elimination of
methane from HGeMe3. This reaction is catalyzed by the ruthenium com-
plex Ru(PMe3)4Me2. The polygermane prepared by this route is believed to
have a branched structure and possesses (GeMe2)nGeMe3 pendant groups
[14] (see Eq. 8.4).

Ru(PMe3)4Me2
HGeMea C H • HfGe- fMe

Me, (84)

Me

Me'"
4 Me

Ge-h

In order to synthesize poly(arylmethylgermane)s the suitable starting
materials would be of the type ArGeMe2H. These compounds are prepared
by a dearylation reaction of Ar2GeMe2 followed by reduction with lithium
aluminum hydride [15] (see Eq. 8.5).

2ArMgBr (Q « \
MejGeClj - Me2GeAr2 \°->)

Et2O

CF3SO3H

LiAIH4
Me2GeArH - Me2GeAr(SO3CF3)

Demethanation of ArGeMe2H also proceeds in a facile manner to afford
high molecular weight polymers H[MeArGe]nH (Mw = 5 x 103 - 1 x 104;
MJMn = 1.3) [15] (see Eq. 8.6).

Ru(PMe3)4Me2 , , ,
Me2GeArH ——=-»• H+GeH-Me

-CH4 I I
Ar

r Mel (8.6)
1-H-GeH-Mi

I 1 Jn

Ar = C6H5, p-CH3-C6H4, p-CF3-C6H4, p-OCH3-C6H4 etc

Polygermanes are soluble in many organic solvents. These polymers are
extremely sensitive to light, particularly in solution and in the presence of
oxygen.

The reduction of RGeCl3 with sodium/potassium alloy under ultrasonic
conditions affords network polygermynes [Mw = 3160 («-butylgermynes);
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Mw= 7040 (phenylgermynes)] (see Eq. 8.7). Polygermynes have been sug-
gested to possess network structures analogous to that of polysilynes.

Na/K __ , (§7)
RGeCk • RGe

ultrasound ' n

R = nBu, Ph

8.2.2 Synthesis of Polystannanes

Although the initial efforts of the synthesis of polystannanes by the Wurtz-
coupling methodology did not appear to be successful, Molloy and co-
workers have shown that a carefully controlled reaction involving
«Bu2SnCl2 with sodium dispersion in the presence of 15-crown-5-ether in
toluene at 60 °C affords the polymer [«Bu2Sn]n in optimum yields after 4 h
of reaction [17] (see Eq. 8.8).

nBu2SnCI2 — • fnBu2Sn| ( 8 - 8 )
15-crown-ether l J n
70 °C, -NaCI

If the reaction is carried out for an extended period of time, cyclic oli-
gomers such as [ftBu2Sn]s and [wBu2Sn]6 are formed. The polymeric prod-
ucts are characterized by high molecular weights (~106). 119Sn NMR is a
useful diagnostic tool for distinguishing the polymers. Thus, while the
chemical shift of the polymer [«Bu2Sn]n is -178.9 ppm, the cyclic oli-
gomers resonate further upfield (S = -203.0 and -204.2) [17].

In spite of the above successful example, the Wurtz-coupling strategy
has not been successful for preparation of other types of polystannanes.
Catalytic dehydrogenation has been shown to be more successful [18-20].
The monomers suitable for catalytic dehydrogenation reaction are of the
type R2SnH2. These monomers are prepared by a two-step procedure.
Thus, comproportionation reaction between I^Sn and SnCl4 leads to the
formation of R2SnCl2. These are then reduced by LiAlH4 to afford the cor-
responding dihydrides, R2SnH2, as air- and temperature-sensitive sub-
stances. A number of poly(dialkylstannane)s are readily prepared by the
catalytic action of organometallic zirconocene catalysts such as Cp2ZrMe2.
Typically the polymerization is initiated by the addition of neat monomer
to the catalyst. This leads to the evolution of hydrogen and the formation
of polymeric materials along with cyclic products. The main cyclic prod-
ucts are five-membered compounds [«R2Sn]5 although small amounts of
six-membered [R2Sn]6 are also formed. Molecular weights of the
poly(dialkylstannane)s are fairly high as, for example, in H[«Bu2Sn]nH
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{MJMn = 13,900/4600) or in H[nOct2Sn]H (MJMn = 92,600/21,700) (see
Eq. 8.9) [18].

Metallocene catalyst (Q Q\
R2SnH2 - H[SnR2]nH + cyc-[SnR2]m \°-y)

R = nBu; nHex; nOct m = 5, 6

Poly(diarylstarmane)s are also synthesized in a similar manner as that of
poly(dialkylstannane)s. These monomers are prepared by a two-step pro-
cedure. Thus, comproportionation reaction between RjSn and SnCl4 leads
to the formation of R2SnCl2. These are then reduced by LiAlH4 to afford
the corresponding dihydrides, R2SnH2, as air- and temperature-sensitive
substances (see Eq. 8.10).

4ArMgBr + SnCI4 »• Ar4Sn (g \Q\

Ar4Sn + SnCI4 2Ar2SnCI2

Ar2SnCI2
 ukM>- . Ar2SnH2

Ar = p-fBu-C6H4; p-nHex-C6H4

o-Et-C6H4; p-nBuO-C6H4;
p-{(Me3Si)2N}-C6H4

Dehydrogenation of Ar2SnH2 can also be accomplished by the use of
metallocene catalysts (see Eq. 8.11). High-molecular-weight polymers
along with cyclic products (mainly hexameric products) are formed. Sepa-
ration of the polymeric products from cyclic rings is effected by fractiona-
tion.

\ / r (8.H)
Ar Ar. A r \ Sru -Ar

Cp,ZrMe2 | Ar-Sl?' S ^ A r
\ ^-- H+Sn-fH + Ar Ar

L A " Ar^ Sn^ ^Ar
/ V 2 M

Ar H L Ar ^
Ar Ar

The molecular weights of the poly(diarylstannanes) are quite high; for
example, H[(/?-mu-C6H4)2Sn]nH has aMJMn = 56,000/16,700.

The n9Sn-NMR chemical shifts of the poly(alkyl-) and
poly(arylstannanes), surprisingly, are quite similar; the cyclic products
have up field chemical shifts (Table 8.1). In contrast to the fairly linear
polystannanes prepared by the catalytic action of zirconocene catalysts,
branched polymers are obtained in the reaction of «Bu2SnH2 with the rho-
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dium(I) catalyst HRh(CO)(PPh3)3. This has been explained based on a de-
hydropolymerization-rearrangement process [21].

Table 8.1. Sn-NMR chemical shifts of poly- and cyclostannanes

S.No

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Polymer

H-[(/?-ffiu-C6H4)2Sn]nH
H-[(/?-«Hex-C6H4)2Sn]nH
H-[(p-«BuO-C6H4)2Sn]nH
H[«Bu2Sn]nH
H[«Hex2Sn]nH
H[nOct2Sn]nH
Cyc-[«Bu2Sn]5

Cyc-[«Bu2Sn]6

Cyc-[(p-*Bu-C6H4)2Sn]6

c-119
o Sn
-197.0
-196.0
-183.5
-189.6
-190.9
-190.7
-200.9
-202.1
-221.0

Other methods of polystannane synthesis include electrochemical meth-
ods [22]. Thus, [«Bu2Sn]n (Mw= 10,900; MJMn= 2.6) and [«Oct2Sn]n(Mw

= 5900; MJMn = 1.7) were prepared by the electrochemical polymeriza-
tion of dibutyldichlorostannane and dioctyldichlorostannane, respectively,
by using a platinum cathode and a silver anode. Tetrabutylammonium per-
chlorate is used as the supporting electrolyte and dimethoxy ethane is used
as the solvent.

Polystannanes are extremely sensitive to light and moisture, particularly
in solution. However, it has been shown that polystannanes are fairly sta-
ble from a thermal point of view [18, 20]. Decomposition to tetragonal tin
is reported to occur on bulk pyrolysis of polystannanes in a flowing nitro-
gen atmosphere. On the other hand, heating polystannanes in an oxygen
atmosphere affords a high ceramic residue, identified as SnO2 (cassiterite)
[18,20].

8.2.3 Electronic Properties of Polygermanes and
Polystannanes

The electronic spectra of polygermanes and polystannanes show a a-
delocalization analogous to that found in polysilanes. The HOMO-LUMO
gap in these polymers is lower than in polysilanes. Thus, the absorptions in
polygermanes are about 20-30 nm red-shifted in comparison to the corre-
sponding polysilanes [11-12]. Analogous polystannanes show even further
bathochromic shifts, about 70 nm in comparison to the corresponding
polysilanes [18-20]. Thus, for example, in a series of dibutyl polymers a
continuous red shift is observed: [«Bu2Si]n(314 nm); [«Bu2Ge]n(333 nm);
[«Bu2Sn]n (384 nm). Similar to polysilanes the extinction coefficients in
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polygermanes and polystannanes are also quite high. Also, following the
similar trend as in polysilanes, poly(alkyl/arylstannane)s have further red-
shifted absorptions in comparison to poly(alkylstannane)s. Some of the op-
tical absorption data are summarized in Table 8.2.

Table 8.2. Optical absorption data for polystannanes, polygermanes and some
polysilanes

S.No
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

8
9
10
11
12
13
14
13
14
15

Polymer
H-[(p-ffiu-C6H4)2Sn]nH
H-[(p-nHex-C6H4)2Sn]nH
H-[(p-«BuO-C6H4)2Sn]nH
H[(o-Et-jp-nBuO-C6H3)2Sn]nH
H[«Bu2Sn]nH
H[nHex2Sn]nH
H[«Oct2Sn]nH
[Ph(nHex)Ge]n

[«Bu2Ge]n

[«Bu2Si]n

[«Hex2Ge]n

[«Pen2Ge]n

[raOct2Ge]n

[PhMeGe]n

[(p-MeO-C6H4)(Me)Ge]n

[(«Hex2Si)x(nHex2Ge)y]
[(Ph2Ge)x (ra-Hex(Me)Si)y]
[(«-Hex)2Si]n

432
436
448
506
384
384
388
355
333
314
340
339
342
332
338
322

354, 305
306

Poly(dihexylgermane) and poly(dioctylgermane) are strongly thermo-
chromic. For example, a thin film of [«Hex2Ge]n absorbs at -11 °C at 370
run, while at 22 °C the absorption shifts to 337 nm [12]. These changes are
reversible as a function of temperature. On the other hand,
poly(diarylstannane)s do not seem to be thermochromic, although
poly(dialkylstannane)s are thermochromic [18-20].

8.3 Ferrocene-Containing Polymers

Ferrocene is both thermally and electrochemically very robust. These
properties have motivated attempts to incorporate the ferrocene unit as part
of a polymer framework. This section deals with various types of polymers
containing ferrocene.
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8.3.1 Synthetic Strategies

Ferrocene is an 18-valence electron compound. Consequently, intermo-
lecular linkages of the iron centers of ferrocene cannot be carried out. This
will increase the number of ligands around iron and hence the number of
valence electrons will exceed 18 (in contrast, bent-metallocenes such as
Cp2TiCl2, Cp2ZrCl2 and Cp2HfCl2 can be considered as difunctional
monomers and can be condensed with a variety of other difunctional re-
agents such as diols, dicarboxylic acids etc. to afford medium-molecular-
weight polymers). Thus, in order to prepare polymers containing ferro-
cenes, the cyclopentadienyl units have to be utilized as the motifs to be
linked. Alternatively, the ferrocene groups can be present as side-chains or
pendants of a main-chain polymer (Fig. 8.2).

Fe —L-Fe-L— Fe

Ferrocene
18-electron
molecule

Ferrocenes linked
through iron.
Unstable

Ferrocenes linked
through Cp rings.
Stable

Ferrocene present
as pendant group

Fig. 8.2. Ferrocene and ways of incorporating it in a polymer

Using the above strategies many types of ferrocene polymers have been
successfully prepared. Thus, vinylferrocene can be polymerized by a vari-
ety of ways which include radical, cationic or anionic initiators to afford
poly (vinylferrocene) (see Eq. 8.12).

(8.12)

Polymerization

Vinylferrocene Poly(vinylferrocene)

Poly(vinylferrocene) is soluble in solvents such as THF and shows an
electronic absorption (kaax = 440 nm). This value is similar to that found
for ferrocene. The electrochemical studies on poly(vinylferrocene) reveal
that the pendant ferrocene units do not interact with each other as revealed
by the presence of a single oxidation potential [7-8]. While virgin
poly(vinylferrocene) is an insulator, its conductivity increases to about 10"8

- 10"6 Scm"1 (from 10"12 Scrrf') upon doping with dopants such as I2.
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Other ferrocene pendant-containing polymers include polymers such as
poly(ferrocenyl methyl acrylate) and poly(ferrocenyl methyl methacrylate)
[23]. These polymers have been prepared from the free-radical polymeriza-
tion of the corresponding ferrocenyl acrylate monomers (Fig. 8.3) [23].

Poly(ferrocenyl methyl methacrylate)

Fig. 8.3. Acrylate polymers containing ferrocene pendant groups

Condensation polymerization methods have been used for the incorpora-
tion of ferrocenes into polymeric backbones. The synthetic strategy in-
volved in this methodology is the preparation of suitable difunctional
ferrocenyl monomers. A large number of functional groups can be readily
introduced on the cyclopentadienyl unit without affecting the overall integ-
rity of the ferrocene molecule. Representative examples of the application
of this methodology are given in the following account.

One of the most successful early methodologies of preparing condensa-
tion polymers of ferrocene involves the condensation reaction of the di-
functional reagents l,l'-dilithioferrocene with l,l'-diiodoferrocene. This
reaction occurs with the elimination of lithium iodide (see Eq. 8.13) [24].
This synthetic protocol affords poly(l,l'-ferrocenylene)s with molecular
weights that approach about Mn= 4000. The difficulty with this kind of a
synthetic method is the need to have extremely high-purity starting materi-
als for achieving high-molecular-weight polymers. This requirement is all
the more difficult to achieve for highly reactive and sensitive monomers
such as l,l'-dilithioferrocene.

(8.13)

Fe TMEDA +

Poly(ferrocenylene)

Other approaches to prepare poly(ferrocenylene)s have been to use
dehalogenation reactions of 1,1 '-dibromoferrocene or 1,1 '-diiodoferrocene
using magnesium. Virgin poly(ferrocenylene)s are also insulators [25-26].
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However, upon oxidation with TCNQ the electrical conductivity increases
to 10"2 Son1.

Other approaches of preparing condensation polymers of ferrocene in-
volve the use of conventional organic functional groups. The resulting
polymers are essentially organic polymers. In an example that typifies this
approach Rausch and coworkers have prepared a number of ferrocene-
based difunctional reagents (Fig. 8.4) [27].

Fe
CH3COCI, AICI3

Fe

O

- C O H

Fe
CH3OH, H2SO4

O
II

-COH

Fe

O

-CCH3

O
II

-CCH3

O
II

—COCH3

o
II

—COCH3

NaOCI
Fe

O
II

- C O H

O

- C O H

UAIH4

Dicarboxylic acid

• ^ — C H 2 O H

- Fe

4^jS>—CH2OH

Diol

Fig. 8.4. Preparation of difunctional reagents based on ferrocene

The spacer methylene units between the functional group and the ferro-
cene motif can be increased by utilizing the synthetic strategy as shown in
Fig. 8.5.

Fe

CH2OH

CH2OH

LPCI3

2. KCN
Fe

CH2CN

CH2CN

UAIH4
Fe

CH2CH2NH2

CH2CH2NH2

Diamine
NaOH
ETOH

CH2COOH

Fe
LiAIH4

Fe

< ^ ^ — C H 2 C O O H

Dicarboxylic acid Diol

Fig. 8.5. Synthesis of spacer-separated difunctional reagents of ferrocene

CH2CH2OH

CH2CH2OH
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The difunctional reagents containing spacer groups have been found to
be more effective for the preparation of polymers. Utilizing these mono-
mers ferrocene-containing polyamides and polyureas have been prepared.
The molecular weights (M„) of these polymers have been estimated from
intrinsic viscosity measurements to be between 10,000 to 18,000. An ex-
ample of a polyamide prepared by an interfacial condensation reaction be-
tween l,r-bis(ß-aminoethyl)ferrocene, Fc(CH2CH2NH2)2, and diacidchlo-
ride is shown in Fig. 8.6.

o o
ii ii

-CH2-CH2-NH—C-R—C-

Fe

-•HN-CH2—CH2-

Ferrocenyl polyamides

Fig. 8.6. Polyamides containing ferrocene units

A different strategy from the above consists in the incorporation of
silylamino groups on ferrocene. Condensation of such difunctional re-
agents with disilanols leads to the formation of polymers where the ferro-
cene groups are separated by organosilicon spacers [28] (Fig. 8.7).

CISi(CH3)2NMe2
Fe

Si—NMe2

Si—NMe2

-HNMe2

Fig. 8.7. Polymers containing ferrocene and organosiloxane units
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Ferrocenes that are separated by other type of spacer units such as
CH=CH groups, [poly(ferrocenylenevinylene)s] (M„'s of 3,000-10,000;
MJMn = 2.2-2.8) have been prepared by a Zn/TiCl4-catalyzed condensa-
tion reaction of l,l'-ferrocenyl dialdehydes (Fig. 8.8) [3]. Analogous to
poly(vinylferrocene)s, these polymers are also insulators; however, they
can be converted to semiconductors upon doping [29].

R - C 2 H 5 ; C 6 H 1 3 ; Ci2H25

Fig. 8.8. Poly(ferrocenylenevinylene)s

A novel design offace-to-face ferrocene polymers has been reported by
Rosenblum and coworkers (Fig. 8.9) [30].

CRH

1. R = H
2. R = 2-octyl

P6H13 C6H13 C6H13

R=H, 2-octyl

Fig. 8.9. Face-to-face ferrocenyl polymers

The synthetic approach for the preparation of these face-to-face ferro-
cenyl polymers consists of a multistep strategy. The first step consists of
constructing a cyclopentadienyl ligand on a naphthalene support. Two such
ligands were used for the preparation of a ferrocene derivative. This is fol-
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lowed by construction of the second cyclopentadienyl ring on each of the
naphthalene units. Such a compound can be viewed as a rigid difunctional
monomer (the terminal cyclopentadiene units are the functional groups).
Reaction of this monomer with sodium hexamethylsilyl amide followed by
treatment with FeCl2 affords a purple-colored polymer. Molecular weight
estimation by end-group analysis reveals the polymer to have a Mn of
about 18,000. Such polymers are expected to have new magnetic and opti-
cal properties [30].

The other approach for the preparation of ferrocene containing polymers
is by the ring-opening polymerization of suitable strained ferrocene
monomers. This method provides a pathway for the preparation of the ma-
jority of ferrocene-containing polymers and will be discussed in the next
section. However, by a suitable design unstrained ferrocene monomers
also can be converted into polymers. Thus, Rauchfuss and coworkers have
found that [3] trithiaferrocenes undergo a desulfurization reaction with
P(«Bu3) to afford high-molecular-weight poly(ferrocenylene persulfide)s
(see Eq. 8.14) [31-34].

(8.14)n Bu n Bu.

s—s'
PBu3, 25 CC

-S=PBu3

Trisulfide-bridged
[3]ferrocenophane

The presence of at least one alkyl group on the cyclopentadienyl motif is
required to induce solubility in these poly(ferrocenylene persulfide)s.
These polymers show two reversible oxidations. This type of electro-
chemical behavior is fairly common in ferrocene polymers where the
ferrocene units are separated by short spacers as will be pointed out in the
next section.

R

Vinylene-bridged
[2] ferrocenophane

R = H or fBu

Diene-bridged
[4] ferrocenophane

Fig. 8.10. Bridged ferrocenophanes which can be polymerized by ring-opening
metathesis reaction
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Vinylene-bridged [2]ferrocenophanes [35] or diene-bridged
[4]ferrocenophanes [36] have been utilized as monomers in a ring-opening
metathesis polymerization by the use of molybdenum catalysts (Fig. 8.10).

8.3.2 Strained Ferrocenophanes

Ferrocenophanes are a group of compounds where the two cyclopentadi-
enyl rings of the ferrocene molecule are linked to each other by means of a
bridging atom or a group. The number of bridging atoms is indicated as a
prefix (see Eq. 8.14 and Fig. 8.10). Several types of ferrocenophanes are
now known. These can be usually prepared by the reaction of 1,1'-
dilithioferrocene with a halide of a main-group element-containing com-
pound. For example, the reaction of l,l'-dilithioferrocene with silicon tet-
rachloride or dimethyldichlorosilane affords the corresponding silicon-
bridged [l]ferrocenophanes (Fig. 8.11) [3, 7].

nBuü

TMEDA

Fig. 8.11. Preparation of silicon-bridged [l]ferrocenophanes

Bu< X
Fe > < Fe B-N

Bu1 /

Fe P—Ph Fe .S Fe .Se

Fig. 8.12. [l]Ferrocenophanes containing various types of bridging elements
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Using a similar methodology many other main-group element-
containing ferrocenophanes have been prepared [7]. Representative exam-
ples of such compounds are shown in Fig. 8.12. While the germanium [37-
38], tin [39], boron [40] or phosphorus-bridged ferrocenophanes are pre-
pared by the reaction of l,l'-dilithioferrocene and the corresponding hal-
ides [41-42], the synthesis of the sulfur-and-selenium bridged ferroceno-
phanes are accomplished in a reaction involving l,l'-dilithioferrocene with
S(O2SPh)2 or Se(S2CNEt2)2 [43].

A characteristic feature of all the single-atom bridged ferrocenophanes
is the ring-tilting of the cyclopentadienyl rings. Thus, in ferrocene the
planes of the two cyclopentadienyl rings are parallel with respect to each
other. However, in these bridged ferrocenophanes the cyclopentadienyl
rings are tilted towards each other. The extent of tilting can be estimated
by a tilt angle which gives an idea of the ring strain that is present in such
compounds. For example, in the silicon-bridged ferrocenophane
[Fe(n5C5H4)2SiMe2] the tilt angle is 20.8(5)° and the ring-strain as experi-
mentally determined by a DSC (Differential Scanning Calorimetry) ex-
periment is 80 kJ mol"1 [44-45]. This type of strain which is characteristic
of most single-atom bridged ferrocenophanes can be compared to that pre-
sent in organic rings: cyclobutane, 110 kJ mol"1; 1,1,3,3-
tetramethyldisilacyclobutane, 84 kJ mol"1; cyclopentane, 31 kJ mol"1. Thus,
single-atom bridged ferrocenophanes do not have as much strain as
cyclobutane rings but have more ring-strain than cyclopentane. In contrast
to the single-atom bridged ferrocenophanes, double-atom bridged deriva-
tives have less strain. Thus, the disilicon-bridged compound [Fe(n5-
C5H4)2(Me2SiSiMe2) has no ring strain and the planes of the cyclopentadi-
enyl rings of this ferrocenophane are parallel (Fig. 8.13).

.Me
Fe

'Me

Ring strain of 80 kjmol"1 No Ring strain

Fig. 8.13. Estimate of ring strain present in single-atom and double-atom bridged
ferrocenophanes

As will be shown in the next section, strained ferrocenophanes can be
used as monomers for ring-opening polymerization to afford ferrocene-
containing polymers.
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8.3.3 Poly(ferrocenylsilane)s

The relief of ring-strain present in silicon-bridged ferrocenophanes can be
utilized as the driving force for its ring-opening polymerization (ROP).
Manners and coworkers have shown that it is possible to induce the ROP
of silicon-bridged ferrocenophanes by at least three different synthetic ap-
proaches [3, 7, 44-46]. These are: (a) thermal ROP (b) anionic ROP and (c)
transition-metal-complex catalyzed ROP.

8.3.3.1 Thermal Ring-opening Polymerization of Silicon-bridged
Ferrocenophanes

Many silicon-bridged [l]ferrocenophanes can be polymerized by simply
heating them. The temperatures of polymerization vary over a wide range
and depend on the substituents on silicon as well as on the cyclopentadi-
enyl rings. For example, [Fe(n5C5H4)2SiMe2] can be polymerized at 130 °C
to afford a high-molecular-weight (Mw= 520,000; M„= 340,000) amber
colored polymer [47]. In contrast, the corresponding diphenyl derivative
[Fe(ri5C5H4)2SiPh2] can be polymerized only at 230 °C. The double-atom
bridged ferrocenophane [Fe(t]5C5H4)2(Me2SiSiMe2)], on the other hand,
cannot be polymerized (Fig. 8.14) [47].

Me 130 °C

Ph 230 °C

Heat
No polymerization reaction

Fig. 8.14. Polymerization of silicon-bridged [ljferrocenophanes

Using the thermal ROP methodology a large number of
poly(ferrocenylsilane)s have been prepared. Representative examples are
shown in Fig. 8.15. The range of substituents on silicon that can be present
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in poly(ferrocenylsilane)s is quite large and include alkyl, aryl, chloro, hy-
drido, alkoxy as well as amino groups [3, 7, 44-46].

Fe

Me

Si

Me

nHex

I
Fe nHex Fe

Ph

-Si—

Me

Fe

Ph

- S i -

Ph Fe

H

-S i -

H Fe

Cl

M
Cl

Fe

Me

- s i -
Cl Fe

OMe

-Si

OMe Fe

NMe2

- S i —

NMe2

Fig. 8.15. Various types of poly(ferrocenylsilane)s

Poly(ferrocenylsilane)s that contain reactive chlorine groups can be used
for further elaboration (Fig.8.16).

Fe

Me

-Si—

Cl Fe

R

-Si—

Me

RLi

= OCH2CH2NMe2

MeX

Fe

Me

-Si—

R

©
R = Me, Ph X = I, CF3SO3, R1 = OCH2CH2NMe3

Fig. 8.16. Substitution of Si-Cl bonds in poly(ferrocenylsilane)s
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Macromolecular substitution reactions on chlorine-containing
poly(ferrocenylsilane)s can generate new types of polymers (Fig. 8.16).
For example, the polymer containing the Si(Me)Cl group can be reacted
with aryl/alkyl lithiums to replace the Si-Cl groups in the polymer by Si-R
[48]. Similarly, chlorine substitution by alkoxy groups is possible. Thus,
replacement of chlorine in [Fe^CsH^SiMeQ],, by an amino alcohol af-
fords the polymer [Fe(Tj5C5H4)2SiMe(OCH2CH2NMe2]n. Quaternization of
the amino group leads to the formation of the water-soluble ionic polymer
[Fe(n5C5H4)2SiMe(OCH2CH2NMe3]

+
nn[Xr (X= CF3SO3,1) [49].

Thermal ROP can also be used for copolymerizing the cycloferrocenyl-
silane with other strained rings such as cyclotetrasilanes. Thus, heating a
1:1 mixture of [FeO^QH^SiMez] and [MePhSi]4 at 150 °C affords a ran-
dom copolymer (Fig. 8.17) [50].

Me Me-S —

Ph—Si—

Me

Me

-Si—Ph

-Si—Me

Ph

150°C

Fig. 8.17. Copolymerization of silicon-bridged [ljferrocenylsilane with cyclotet-
rasilane

The mechanism of thermal ring-opening polymerization has been inves-
tigated. It is a chain-growth process. Thermal ROP of
[Fe(n5C5H4)(r|

5C5Me4)SiMe2] has shown that a heterolytic cleavage of the
Si-Cp (Cp = ifCsHO or Si-Cp'(Cp' = (n5C5Me4) bonds are involved in the
initiation reaction [44]. This leads to a positive charge on silicon and a
negative charge on the cyclopentadienyl ring. Propagation of the polymeri-
zation is then continued by the possible attack of the silicon-centered
cation on another molecule. It is likely that such a mechanism of polymeri-
zation is applicable for other types of silicon-bridged ferrocenophanes as
well. The polymerization is readily quenched with many types of protic re-
agents including water. Consistent with this mechanism, in some instances
dimeric products have been isolated and characterized (Fig. 8.18) [51].

Fe Fe

Cl

Fig. 8.18. Dimeric products formed in the polymerization of [Fe(r)5C5H4)2SiCl2
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The mechanism of the ring-opening polymerization of [Fe(n5C5H4)2SiMe2]
is shown in Fig. 8.19.

Fe
Me

Me

Me

^ — S i ©

Fe Me

[Fe(TfC5H4)2SiMe2]

Me

Fe Me Fe

Me

Fe M e

Me
I

Si-

Me

Me

S^£—Si©

Fe Me

Fe Me
I

Si-

Me

MeOH

Me

-Si—OMe

Fe Me

Fig. 8.19. Mechanism of the thermal ROP of

The use of spirocyclic ferrocenylsilanes allows the formation of cross-
linked polymers. The extent of crosslinking can be controlled by the
amount of the spirocyclic silanes that is used (Fig. 8.20) [52].

Fe Si, Fe Fe Si

Fig. 8.20. Spirocyclic ferrocenophanes that can be used for crosslinking
poly(ferrocenylsilane)s



316 8 Organometallic Polymers

8.3.3.2 Anionic Ring-opening Polymerization

Many ferrocenylsilanes can be polymerized by anionic initiators such as n-
butyllithium, phenyllithium or ferrocenyllithium (Fig. 8.21). The reaction
occurs at ambient temperature and affords living polymers. The utility of
anionic polymerization is that the molecular weights can be controlled and
also that block copolymers can be prepared. The main disadvantage of the
anionic polymerization is that the monomer and the solvent should be rig-
orously purified and should be free of acidic impurities including water.
Even traces of impurities can be detrimental [53].

Fig. 8.21. Anionic polymerization of
copolymers

SiMe3

and preparation of block

The mechanism of the polymerization of anionic polymerization involves
the generation of a cyclopentadienyl centered negative ion. The reaction
can be terminated by the addition of Me3SiCl (Fig. 8.22).

Me nBuLi

[Fe(Ti5C5H4)2SiMe2]

n Bu— Si

SiM&j

Me3SiCI
nBu— Si

Me

Fig. 8.22. Mechanism of anionic polymerization of
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8.3.3.3 Transition Metal Catalyzed Ring-opening Polymerization

A number of transition metal salts or transition metal complexes have been
very widely used for ambient temperature polymerization of a number of
ferrocenylsilanes [54]. The successful catalysts that have been employed
include Rh(I), Pd(II), Pt(II), Pd(0), Pt(O) complexes. To some extent the
stringent requirements of the anionic polymerization are not required in the
polymerization effected by transition metal catalysts. Molecular weight
control is generally achieved by the addition of hydrosilane derivatives
such as Et3SiH. This polymerization methodology is quite general and has
been applied to a large number of ferrocenophanes containing diverse sub-
stituents on the silicon center. For example, [Fe(r)5C5H4)2SiMe2] can be
readily polymerized by a variety of Pt(II) or Pt(O) complexes to afford a
high-molecular-weight polymer (Fig. 8.23).

Me
Fe .Si.

PtCI2

Me Or
PtCI2(1,5-COD)2

Pt(1,5-COD)2

Fig. 8.23. Metal-catalyzed polymerization of [Fe(ri5C5H4)2SiMe2]

Similarly, a variety of ferrocenophanes containing alkoxy or aryloxy
groups have been polymerized by the use of PtCl2 (Fig. 8.24) [55].

OR PtCI,

THF, 25 °C

R = Me, Et, CH2CF3, nBu, nHex, Ph etc

Fig. 8.24. PtCl2-catalyzed ROP of [Fe(Ti5C5H4)2Si(OR)2]

Transition metal complex catalyzed ring-opening polymerization is
fairly general and many other types of ferrocenylsilanes have also been po-
lymerized by this methodology. For example, ferrocenophanes containing
acetylide substituents as well as etheroxy substituents have been polymer-
ized by the use of Karstedt's catalyst (platinum-
divinyltetramethyldisiloxane complex) (Fig. 8.25) [56].
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Fe ;si :

Karstedt's catalyst

Karstedt's catalyst

R = nBu, Ph

OR Karstedt's

catalyst

R = CH2CH2OCH3; CH2CH2OCH2CH2OCH3

Fig. 8.25. ROP of ferrocenylsilanes catalyzed by Karstedt's catalyst

The mechanism of the ring-opening polymerization effected by transi-
tion metal catalysts has been investigated and an insertion of the transition
metal between the Cp-Si bond is believed to be the key initiation step. This
is followed by successive insertion reactions leading to the formation of
the polymer [7].

8.3.4 Other Ferrocenyl Polymers Prepared from Strained
Ferrocenophanes

Many other types of strained ferrocenophanes have been successfully po-
lymerized [37-43, 57-58]. These include polymers that contain boron, car-
bon, germanium, tin, phosphorus, sulfur as well as selenium. Some of the
representative examples of the polymers of this type are shown in Fig.
8.26.



8.3 Ferrocene-Containing Polymers 319

R = /Pr, Me3Si

Fe

CH2 CH2

Me

f
Fe Me

(Bu

Fe (Bu

S - -

n[CF3SO3]-

Fig. 8.26. Polyferrocenes containing alternate ferrocene and main-group elements

Interestingly, while the disilicon-bridged derivative [Fe(r|5-
C5H4)2(Me2SiSiMe2)] has been shown to resist polymerization the corre-
sponding carbon compounds can be polymerized (Fig. 8.27) [57]. Since
carbon atoms are smaller in size than silicon atoms, the dicarbon-bridged
derivative is sterically more strained than the corresponding compound
having a disilicon bridge. However, ROP of the dicarbon-bridged ferro-
cenophane occurs at 300 °C.

Na

-CH2— CH2-

Fe

BrCH2CH2Br

300 °C
Fe

CH,

1. nBuLi

2. FeCI2

Fig. 8.27. Synthesis of ethylene-bridged ferrocenophane and its ROP
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Polymerization of ferrocenylphosphines such as [Fe(r| C5H4)2PPh] is
brought about readily by anionic initiators [3,41-42]. However, the result-
ing polymer does not elute on the GPC column and has to be converted
into the corresponding sulfide by treatment with sulfur for determination of
molecular weights by GPC. Poly(ferrocenylphosphine)s can function as
ligands towards low-valent transition metal ions. A further interesting ap-
plication of the poly(ferrocenylphosphine)s is that they can be quaternized
readily to afford ionic polymers [58].

Although poly(ferrocenyl sulfide)s containing simple cyclopentadienyl
rings are insoluble the choice of methylcyclopentadienyl ligands over-
comes this problem [43].

8.3.5 Other Related Polymers

Hyperbranched poly(ferrocenylsilyne)s have been prepared by the reaction
of ljl'-dilithioferrocene with alkyltrichlorosilanes or vinyltrichlorosilane
(Fig. 8.28) [59]. Although polymers with short side-chains were found to
be insoluble in common organic solvents, those with longer side-chains
were freely soluble.

Fe n TMEDA —

R - Me, C8H17, Ci2H25, Ci6H33, Ci8H37

R = CH=CH2

Fig. 8.28. Preparation of poly(ferrocenylsilyne)s

Although not a poly(ferrocenylsilane), recently a new class of or-
ganometallic polymer was obtained from the ring-opening polymerization
of a silametallacyclobutane [60]. Thus, thermolysis of [r\5-
CpFe(CO)2(SiR2CH2Cl)] at 80 °C causes a rearrangement reaction (Fe-Si
to Fe-C) and the corresponding isomer [rj5-CpFe(CO)2(CH2SiR2Cl)] is
formed. Both these isomers can be converted to the silametallacyclobutane
upon treatment with lithiumdiisopropylamide. Tetrahydrofuran solutions
of the silametallacyclobutane (R = R' = Me; R = Me, R'= nBu) upon
evaporation lead to the formation of soluble, air-stable, film-forming, high-
molecular-weight polymers (Mw= 1.75 x 105; Mn = 7.2 x 104 for the di-
methyl polymer) (Fig. 8.29) [60]. The silametallacyclobutanes with
slightly sterically encumbered substituents (R = R'= «Bu; R = Me, R' = Ph)
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do not undergo such spontaneous polymerization. However, these mono-
mers also should be viable compounds for metal-catalyzed polymerization
reaction.

80 °C
Fe—SiRR'CH2CI

CO CO

/Pr2NLi

-25 °C

Fe—CHoSiRR'CI
/ \

CO CO

/ _ R . /Pr2NLi

-25 °C

x

CO CO

R R1

CO CO

R = R' = Me; R = Me, R' = nBu

R = R' = Me
R = R1 = nBu
R = Me; R' = nBu
R = Me; R1 = Ph

Fig. 8.29. Polymerization of ferrocenylsilacyclobutane

8.3.6 Properties and Applications of Poly(ferrocenylsilane)s
and Related Polymers

Poly(ferrocenylsilane)s are high-molecular-weight polymers. The molecu-
lar weights of polymers prepared by the thermal ROP range from 105 to
106 with polydispersity indices of 1.5-2.5 [3, 7, 44-46]. The molecular
weights of the polymers prepared by the anionic polymerization method
can be controlled by varying the amount of initiator. Further, polymers
with narrow PDFs (less than 1.3) can be obtained by the anionic polymeri-
zation [3].

The 29Si-NMR chemical shifts of various types of
poly(ferrocenylsilane)s are summarized in Table 8.3. The presence of oxy-
gen substituents moves the chemical shifts upfield in comparison to alkyl
substituents. But it can be seen that most chemical shifts span a fairly nar-
row range.

Table 8.3.29Si NMR and Tg data for some selected poly(ferrocenylsilane)s
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Table 8.3. (contd.

_ _ _ _ _
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

)
___j______™__

[Fe(r|5C5H4)2SiCl2]n

[Fe0i5C5H4)2SiMeCl]n

[Fe(ti5C5H4)2SiOMe2]n

[Fe(Ti5C5H4)2Si(OCH2CF3)2]n

[Fe(r1
5C5H4)2Si(O«Bu)2]n

[Fe(Ti5C5H4)2Si(O«Hex)2]n

[Fe(Ti5C5H4)2Si(OR)2]n

R = CH2CH2OCH2CH2OCH3

-10.9
-
-

-17.2
-13.8
-20.9
-20.5
-20.8

54
27
59
19
16
-43
-51
-53

The study of the thermal properties of poly(ferrocenylsilane)s reveals
that these polymers are thermally quite stable up to temperatures as high as
400 °C. For example, the best studied polymer [Fe^CstL^SiMeJ,, retains
as much as 35-40% char residue at 1000 °C [3]. This residue has been
identified as a ferromagnetic Fe-Si-C ceramic. Elegant experiments have
revealed that this polymer can be used as a pre-ceramic polymer for ob-
taining super paramagnetic nanostructures [3]. The glass-transition tem-
peratures of poly(ferrocenylsilane)s vary considerably. Thus, low Tg's can
be obtained by the use of long-chain alkyl group substituents (Table 8.3,
entry 2) or long-chain alkoxy substituents (Table 8.3, entries 9-11). On the
other hand, placing phenyl substituents increases the Tg (Table 8.3, entry
4). Because of the variation of thermal properties vis-ä-vis the substituents
that are present on silicon the polymer properties of
poly(ferrocenylsilane)s depend on the substituents. Thus, while
[Fe(T|5C5H4)2SiMe2]n is a thermoplastic, polymers such as
[Fe(ri5C5H4)2Si(O«Hex)2]n are elastomers [3, 7].

Poly(ferrocenylsilane)s have been investigated extensively in terms of
their electrochemical behavior. The general observation of these investiga-
tions is that under cyclic voltammetric conditions these polymers show two
reversible oxidation (Fe(II)/Fe(III)) peaks separated by a AEi/2 that varies
from about 0.16 to 0.29 V. The observation of two oxidation peaks has
been explained as two successive events where the first oxidation involves
a set of alternate ferrocene units followed by the second oxidation of the
other alternate set. The second oxidation occurs at a higher potential than
the first one [3,7].

Unlike polysilanes, poly(ferrocenylsilane)s do not have electron delocal-
ization in their backbone. The electronic absorption of these polymers is
typical of those known for unstrained ferrocene derivatives. The monomer
ferrocenophanes, on the other hand, show bathochromic absorption (470-
480 run) in comparison to bis-trimethylsilylferrocene (448 nm) [44-46].
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Virgin poly(ferrocenylsilane)s are insulators (10~13-10~14 Son"1). How-
ever, upon doping the polymers with I2 the conductivity increases to 10~7

Scm"1, indicative of a hopping mechanism [3]. Some polymers such as
[Fe(r|5-C5H4)2Si«Bu2]n have been reported to show conductivity of the or-
der of 10"4 Scm"1 [7].

The structure of crystalline poly(ferrocenylsilane)s have attracted atten-
tion. Studies on model compounds have also been carried out to augment
the understanding of the polymeric derivatives. These studies reveal that
polymers such as [Fe^-CstL^SiM^],, have trans-planar structures [61].

The thermal properties of some of the ferrocenyl polymers containing
other heteroelements such as Ge, Sn, and P are summarized in Table 8.4.
Some of these polymers have very high Tg's (Table 8.4, entries 3-7). It is
noted that in all these examples either bulky alkyl or aryl substituents such
as phenyl or mesityl are present on the main-group element.

Table 8.4. Tg Data for some poly(ferrocenylgermane)s, poly(ferrocenylstannane)s
and poly(ferrocenylphosphine)s

S.No
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

[Fe(ri5C5H4)2GeMe2]n

[Fe(n5C5H4)2Ge(«Bu)2]n

[Fe(n5C5H4)2GePh2]n

[Fe(r|5C5H4)2Sn(ffiu)2]n

[Fe(r|5C5H4)2SnMes2]n

[Fe(r,5C5H4)2PPh]n

[Fe(r|5C5H4)2P(S)Ph]n

UTm) °C
28 (125)
-7 (74)

114
124
208
126
206

Poly(ferrocenylsilane)s are being investigated as organometallic polye-
lectrolytes [63]. These can be prepared by stepwise synthetic procedures
(Figs. 8.30 and 8.31).

CH2CH2CH2Br

M e LiN(SiMe2H) _

THF, DMSO

© 0
CH2CH2CH2NH3CI

aq HCI

Fig. 8.30. Preparation of polyelectrolytes based on poly(ferrocenylsilane)s
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CH2CH2CH2I CH2CH2CH2CH2SO3/BU

LiCH2SO3/Bu

THF
Fe

e ©

2. aq NaCI

Fig. 8.31. Poly(ferrocenylsilane) polyelectrolytes containing sulfonate anions

Polyferrocenes have a wide range of refractive indices which can be
tuned by changing the main-group element/and or the substituent on the
main-group element. Such a tunability is important for applications in
photonic devices. The refractive indices of some selected polyferrocenes
are summarized in Table 8.5. [64].

Table 8.5. Refractive indices of various polyferrocenes at X = 589 nm

S.No
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Polymer

[Fe(n5C5H4)2Si(CH3)(C2H5CF3)]n

[Fe(n5C5H4)2Si(CH3)(C2H5)]n

[Fe(Ti5C5H4)2Si(CH3)2]n

[Fe(n5C5H4)2Si(CH3)(C6H5)]n

[Fe(Ti5C5H4)2Ge(CH3)2]n

[Fe(T1
5C5H4)2Sn(fBu)2)]n

[Fe(r!5C5H4)2Sn(2,4,6-Me3-C6H2)2]n

[Fe(n5C5H4)2P(C6H5)]n

[Fe(n5C5H4)2P(S)(C6H5)]n

n
1.60
1.66
1.68
1.68
1.69
1.64
1.66
1.74
1.72

8.4 Polyyne Rigid-rod Organometallic Polymers

Hagihara and coworkers in the 1970s and early 1980's have reported a
successful condensation polymerization strategy to incorporate late sec-
ond- and third-row transition metal ions (mainly Pt(II) and Pd(II)) as part
of a polymeric linear chain [65-67]. Since these metal ions prefer square-
planar geometric structures, they designed compounds that contained two
reactive chlorine groups in a trans orientation. Condensation of such di-
functional monomers with /rans-diacetylides afforded linear polymers
which are calledpolyynes (Fig. 8.32).
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PBu3"

ct-pt—ci

PBu3
n

HC=C-

R3N, Cul
-R3N-HCI

-C=C-H

c=c--
PBu 3

n

Fig. 8.32. Polyynes prepared from the reaction of ?ra«5-Pt(«Bu3P)2Cl2 with aro-
matic diynes

The condensation reaction between the metal salt and the diyne is cata-
lyzed by Cu(I) salts and is usually carried out using amines such as di-
ethylamine as solvents under reflux conditions. As in all condensation re-
actions the important criterion that allows high-molecular-weight
formation is the purity of the monomers. Soluble polymers with high-
molecular-weights (~105) were isolated using this protocol.

A variation of the above procedure consists of preparing the transition
metal acetylides and using them for condensation. Thus, first the trans-
bis(tri-«-butylphosphine)bis(l,4-butadiynyl)platmum can be prepared by
the reaction of trans-Pt(?nBu3)2Cl2 with 1,4-butadiyne (Fig. 8.33).

nBu3P

Cl-Pt—Cl + HC=C—C=CH

nBu3P

-Et,NH.HCI Cul, HNEt2

nBu3P

HC=C—C^C—Pt—C=C—C=CH

nBu3P

Difunctional Metal Complex
Containing Terminal Acetylides

Fig. 8.33. Synthesis of a difunctional Pt(II) complex containing two -C=C-C=C-H
units arranged in a trans orientation

The terminal -C=C-C=C-H containing platinum monomer can be con-
densed with fr-<my-Pt(P«Bu3)Cl2 to afford the linear rod-like polymer where
the platinum metal alternates with the butadiyne unit. The presence of the
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tri-«-butylphosphine ligands allows some amount of lipophilicity to these
polymers and accounts for their solubility properties (Fig. 8.34).

PBun
3

HC=C—C=C-Pt—CsC-C=C

PBu",

PBun
3

Cl-Pt—Cl

PBun
3

Cul, Et2NH,
reflux

PBun
3

4-Pt—C=C—C=c4-
l | Jn

PBu n
3

Fig. 8.34. Condensation of [?ra«.s-Pt(«Bu3P)2(C=C-C=C-H)2] with trans-
Pt(«Bu3P)2Cl2

Solution studies of these polymers suggest that these retain their rod-like
structures in solution. For example, the intrinsic viscosities of randomly
coiled polymers depend on the type of solvent used. On the other hand, the
intrinsic viscosities of stiff rigid-rod polymers remain nearly invariant
upon change of solvents. Based on such criteria and others it was possible
to establish the rigid-rod nature of these polymers in solution. However,
more recent studies suggest that these polymers are worm-like indicating a
less stiff character [68].

Several variations of the above approach have been tried. For example,
condensation of a butadiyne-linked diplatinum derivative with aryl diace-
tylenes leads to the formation of polymers containing the transition metal
and two types of acetylide motifs in the chain structure (Fig. 8.35) [67].

PBun
3 PBun

3

C l -P t—C=C—C=C-Pt—Cl

PBun
3 PBun

3

PBu".

HC=C-

Cul, Et2NH,
reflux

PBun,

-C=C—H

-|pt—c=c—c=c-pt—c=
PBun

3 PBu"3

Fig. 8.35. Condensation of [ClPt(«Bu3P)2PtC=C-C=-CPt(raBu3P)2Cl] with an aro-
matic diyne

Alternative variations of the procedure shown in Fig. 8.35 include the
preparation of Pt(II) monomers where the terminal C=CH units are sepa-
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rated from the metal by means of an aromatic spacer group. Condensation
of such monomers with other square planar Pt(II) complexes containing
trans chloride ligands also leads to the formation of polymers (Fig. 8.36)
[67].

HC=C- -C=C-R—c
PEt3

-C=CH

PnBu3

Cl-Pt—Cl

PnBu3

PnBu3

- P t—C=C-

PnBu3

-c=c-pt—c=c
PEt3

Cul, iPr2NH

- C = C - -

Fig. 8.36. Rigid-rod polymers containing aromatic spacer groups

Use of similar synthetic methodologies as above leads to the generation
of rigid-rod polyynes containing extended spacer units (Fig 8.37) [67].

PBun
3

-4-Pt—C=C

1
PBu n

3

PBun
3 PBun

3

Pt—C=C— C = C - P t — C = C -
|
PBun

3

|
PBu"

PBun

Fig. 8.37. Rigid-rod platinum (II) polyynes containing long spacer units

More recently, platinum complexes containing pyridyl type of ligands
have been used to afford polyynes (Fig 8.38) [69].

CH"

9

h
CH

Bun / Bun

Fig. 8 38. Platinum(II) polyynes containing /7-alkyl-pyridyl ligands
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Several other types of polyynes containing pyridyl groups have also
been synthesized (Fig 8.39) [70-71]. All of these polymers have fairly high
molecular weights (above Mn = 60,000; PDI's of 1.3 to 1.8).

PEt3
•Pt—C=C— L— C=C—

PEt,

L-

Fig. 8.39. Platinum(II) polyynes containing intervening pyridyl and thienyl groups

Hagihara's synthetic methodology can also be applied to six-coordinate
transition metal complexes. The design of the monomer has to be carried
out to ensure the presence of the two chloride ligands in a trans geometry.
Thus, polymers containing Fe(II), Ru(II) and Os(II) have been prepared by
choosing monomers that contain either monofunctional or chelating
phosphine ligands [3]. Another variation that was warranted in this synthe-
sis is to convert the terminal C=CH unit of the diacetylide ligands to
C=CSnMe3. This allowed the removal of the Me3SnCl as the by-product of
the condensation reaction (Figs. 8.40 and 8.41).

Cl—M-CI + Me3SnC=C—Ar-C=CSnMe3M

Cul

-4— M—C=C—Ar-C=c4-
Icr I Jn

P = PMe3 R =

M = Fe, Ru

Fig. 8.40. Polyynes containing six-coordinate Fe(II) and Ru(II) centers
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l>
ChOs—Cl

ÖÖ
Me3SnC=C—Ar-C=CSnMe3

Cul

—Os—C=C—Ar-C=Cou
R =

H,C

P P=Ph2PCH2PPh2

Fig. 8.41. Polyynes containing six-coordinate Os(II)

The above preparative technique has been extended to polymers containing
rhodium also (Fig. 8.42) [3].

Cl—Rh—Cl Me3Sn—C=C- -C=C—SnMe3

Cul
-Me3SnCl

- -R l i—C=C-
y i

-c=c- -

Fig. 8.42. Rh(III) containing polyynes

Interestingly, the condensation methodology allows the preparation of
polymers containing two different types of metal centers. Thus, polymers
containing rhodium and palladium have been prepared by the synthetic
methodology shown in Fig. 8.43 [3].

Q
HC=C- -C=C—Rh"—C=C-

4 I
-C=C-CH +

\4 I

4c-c 0

PBun
3

Cl-Pd—Cl

PBun
3

C = C - R h — C = C -Rh

Ö

Cul,
Et2NH

PBun
3

-C=C-Pd-}^

PBu n
3

Fig. 8.43. Mixed-metal containing polyynes
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Ferrocene-containing polyynes can also be prepared by adopting the
original condensation methodology of Hagihara and coworkers. Thus, the
condensation of the l,l'-diiodoferrocene with aryl diacetylenes affords
polyynes containing ferrocenes (Fig.8.44) [3].

HC=C—Ar—C=CH

Fe

Catalyst
iPr2NH

-C=C—Ar—C=C-

Fig. 8.44. Polyynes containing ferrocene units

Nickel-containing rigid-rod polymers could not be prepared by the use
of chloride-containing monomers. An alternative strategy was successfully
employed for the preparation of these polymers. This consists of an oxida-
tive coupling reaction or a ligand exchange reaction [3]. Thus, oxidation of
£ra«s-Ni(PftBu3)2(C=C-(>CH)2 leads to a dehydrogenative coupling reac-
tion to afford linear polymers containing nickel (Fig. 8.45) [3]. This reac-
tion is catalyzed by a Cu(I) halide and is carried out in the presence of
tetramethylethylene diamine (TMEDA).

PBu"3

HC=C—C=C-Ni—C=C—C=CH

PBu",

TMEDA CuCI/O2

PBu n
3

4-Ni—C=C— C=c4-i I Jn
PBu n

3

Fig. 8.45. Oxidative coupling reaction to afford Ni(II)-containing polyynes

Another approach for the preparation of Ni(II)-containing rigid-rod
polymers involves a ligand exchange reaction. Thus, the reaction of the
?ra«5c-Ni(P«Bu3)2(C=CH)2 with an aryl diacetylene leads to the elimination
of acetylene and formation of a linear polymer (Fig. 8.46) [3]. Other types
of polyynes include Au(I)-containing rigid-rod polymers [4].
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PBu"3

HC=C-Ni—C=CH

PBu\

Bii"3P \

-[—N — C=C-(O)-C=c4-
I \ — / J n

PBu n
3
 X

Fig. 8.46. Ligand exchange reaction to afford Ni(II)-containing polyynes

More recently, a new class of polymers has been synthesized involving
cyclization reactions. This method of polymerization called metallacycliza-
tion has led to the formation of polymers containing metal units linked to
aromatic units. Thus, the reaction of [{T^CsH^QHn)}- Ru(COD)Br] with
4,4'-diethynylbiphenyl leads to an air-sensitive, thermally unstable poly-
meric product by a metallacyclization reaction (Fig. 8.47) [72]. This ruthe-
nium polymer undergoes a reversible reduction. It has also been shown
that such reduced ruthenium centers interact with each other in a ferro-
magnetic manner.

H—C=C- -C=C—H

= 1,5 cyclooctadiene

CH2CI2
0°C

Fig. 8.47. Metallacyclization polymerization

Bunz and coworkers have developed synthetic routes for the preparation
of polymers containing the [(r^CsHsXn^H^Co] moiety. Thus, Heck-
coupling of l,3-diethynyl-cyclobutadiene(cyclopentadienyl)cobalt with
diiodobenzene derivatives affords polymers with moderate molecular
weights (Fig. 8.48). Such polymers can also be prepared by an alternative
route involving the acyclic diyne metathesis reaction. These organometal-
lic polymers have been shown to possess novel aggregation behavior in the
solution as well as solid state [73].
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C 1 2 H 2 5

Pd, Cul

C12H25

Fig. 8.48. Polymers containing [(r^CsHs) (r)4C4H4)Co] unit

8.4.1 Properties and Applications of Rigid-Rod Polyynes

Although rigid-rod polyynes are still being investigated some of their
properties in general and those of the platinum polyynes in particular are
beginning to be unraveled. These can be summarized as follows:

1. Many of these polymers are air-stable solids.
2. The molecular weights of these polymers can be fairly high with

M„'s in order of 105.
3. Many of these polymers are soluble in common organic solvents

particularly when long-chain alkyl substituents are present as
side-chains.

4. The electronic spectra of the rigid-rod polymers are quite inter-
esting. Strong MLCT (metal-ligand charge transfer) transitions
are seen in their optical spectra.

5. As a function of chain-length the ^ x undergoes a bathochromic
shift. Evidence of Jt-conjugation across the backbone chain is
found in the bathochromic shifts seen in polyynes containing
aromatic spacer groups. Thus, for example, polymers containing
thienyl-pyiridine linker groups, have X̂ ax values at 430-450 nm
[71]. In the most well-studied of the platinum-containing poly-
ynes the absorption seems to reach an optimum value by the
time a pentameric oligomer is formed [7].
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6. Many platinum-containing polyynes are also photoluminescent
and some of them show strong triplet emission [7].

7. Many metal polyynes have third-order nonlinear optical proper-
ties and these polymers are of interest from the point of view of
new types of optical devices. Other types of potential applica-
tions of these polymers include light-emitting diodes, lasers,
photocells, field-effect transistors, low-dimensional conductors
etc. [70].
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