
INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL ECONOMY SERIES

General Editor: Timothy M. Shaw, Professor of Political Science and International
Development Studies, and Director of the Centre for Foreign Policy Studies,
Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova Scotia

Recent titles include:

Pradeep Agrawal, Subir V. Gokarn, Veena Mishra, Kirit S. Parikh and Kunal Sen
ECONOMIC RESTRUCTURING IN EAST ASIA AND INDIA: Perspectives
on Policy Reform

Deborah Bräutigam
CHINESE AID AND AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT: Exporting Green
Revolution

Steve Chan, Cal Clark and Danny Lam (editors)
BEYOND THE DEVELOPMENTAL STATE: East Asia’s Political Economies
Reconsidered

Jennifer Clapp
ADJUSTMENT AND AGRICULTURE IN AFRICA: Farmers, the State and the
World Bank in Guinea

Robert W. Cox (editor)
THE NEW REALISM: Perspectives on Multilateralism and World Order

Ann Denholm Crosby
DILEMMAS IN DEFENCE DECISION-MAKING: Constructing Canada’s Role
in NORAD, 1958–96

Diane Ethier
ECONOMIC ADJUSTMENT IN NEW DEMOCRACIES: Lessons from
Southern Europe

Stephen Gill (editor)
GLOBALIZATION, DEMOCRATIZATION AND MULTILATERALISM

Jeffrey Henderson (editor), assisted by Karoly Balaton and Gyorgy Lengyel
INDUSTRIAL TRANSFORMATION IN EASTERN EUROPE IN THE LIGHT
OF THE EAST ASIAN EXPERIENCE

Jacques Hersh and Johannes Dragsbaek Schmidt (editors)
THE AFTERMATH OF ‘REAL EXISTING SOCIALISM’ IN EASTERN
EUROPE, Volume 1: Between Western Europe and East Asia

David Hulme and Michael Edwards (editors)
NGOs, STATES AND DONORS: Too Close for Comfort?

Staffan Lindberg and Árni Sverrisson (editors)
SOCIAL MOVEMENTS IN DEVELOPMENT: The Challenge of Globalization
and Democratization



Anne Lorentzen and Marianne Rostgaard (editors)
THE AFTERMATH OF ‘REAL EXISTING SOCIALISM’ IN EASTERN
EUROPE, Volume 2: People and Technology in the Process of Transition

Stephen D. McDowell
GLOBALIZATION, LIBERALIZATION AND POLICY CHANGE: A Political
Economy of India’s Communications Sector

Juan Antonio Morales and Gary McMahon (editors)
ECONOMIC POLICY AND THE TRANSITION TO DEMOCRACY: The Latin
American Experience

Ted Schrecker (editor)
SURVIVING GLOBALISM: The Social and Environmental Challenges

Ann Seidman, Robert B. Seidman and Janice Payne (editors)
LEGISLATIVE DRAFTING FOR MARKET REFORM: Some Lessons from
China

Caroline Thomas and Peter Wilkin (editors)
GLOBALIZATION AND THE SOUTH

Kenneth P. Thomas
CAPITAL BEYOND BORDERS: States and Firms in the Auto Industry,
1960–94

Geoffrey R. D. Underhill (editor)
THE NEW WORLD ORDER IN INTERNATIONAL FINANCE

Henry Veltmeyer, James Petras and Steve Vieux
NEOLIBERALISM AND CLASS CONFLICT IN LATIN AMERICA
A Comparative Perspective on the Political Economy of Structural Adjustment

Robert Wolfe
FARM WARS: The Political Economy of Agriculture and the International Trade
Regime

International Political Economy Series
Series Standing Order ISBN 0–333–71708–2 hardcover
Series Standing Order ISBN 0–333–71110–6 paperback
(outside North America only)

You can receive future titles in this series as they are published by placing a standing order.
Please contact your bookseller or, in case of difficulty, write to us at the address below with
your name and address, the title of the series and the ISBN quoted above.

Customer Services Department, Macmillan Distribution Ltd
Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 6XS, England



Dong-Sook Shin Gills
Senior Lecturer in Sociology
School of Social and International Studies
University of Sunderland

Rural Women and
Triple Exploitation in
Korean Development



First published in Great Britain 1999 by
MACMILLAN PRESS LTD
Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 6XS and London
Companies and representatives throughout the world

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

First published in the United States of America 1999 by
ST. MARTIN’S PRESS, INC.,
Scholarly and Reference Division,
175 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10010

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Gills, Dong-Sook Shin, 1955–
Rural women and triple exploitation in Korean development / by
Dong-Sook Shin Gills.
p. cm. — (International political economy series)
Includes bibliographical references.

1. Rural women—Korea (South)—Economic conditions. 2. Korea
(South)—Economic conditions—1960– 3. Korea (South)—Economic
policy—1960– I. Title. II. Series.
HQ1765.5.G55 1999
330.9'0082'095195—dc21 99–12704

CIP

© Dong-Sook Shin Gills 1999

All rights reserved. No reproduction, copy or transmission of this publication may be made
without written permission.

No paragraph of this publication may be reproduced, copied or transmitted save with
written permission or in accordance with the provisions of the Copyright, Designs and
Patents Act 1988, or under the terms of any licence permitting limited copying issued by
the Copyright Licensing Agency, 90 Tottenham Court Road, London W1P 0LP.

Any person who does any unauthorised act in relation to this publication may be liable to
criminal prosecution and civil claims for damages.

The author has asserted her right to be identified as the author of this work in accordance
with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

This book is printed on paper suitable for recycling and made from fully managed and
sustained forest sources.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1
08 07    06 05 04 03 02 01 00 99

ISBN 978-1-349-40793-4           ISBN 978-0-333-98332-4 (eBook) 

DOI 10.1057/9780333983324 

Softcover reprint of the hardcover 1st edition 1999 978-0-333-73415-5 



Contents

List of Figures viii

List of Tables ix

Acknowledgements xii

List of Abbreviations xiv

Note on Romanisation of Korean Words xv

Note on Korean Monetary Values xvi

Introduction 1

PART I AGRICULTURE IN THE KOREAN
DEVELOPMENT MODEL

1 Primitive Capital Accumulation and Agriculture 7

The state and export-oriented industrialisation 7
The nature of subsistence farming in Korea 10
Degradation of agriculture and rural–urban migration 15

2 Economic Crisis and the Stagnation of Agriculture 23

Heavy and chemical industrialisation and the price
stabilisation policy 23
Liberalisation of agricultural imports 26
Diversification of agricultural production 32

3 Unequal Exchange between Agriculture and Industry 36

Green revolution and commercialisation 36
Promotion of chemical industry and agriculture 42
Mechanisation of agriculture and unequal exchange 50

4 Globalisation and Rural Poverty 60

Liberalisation and restructuring of agriculture 60
Growing rural–urban disparity 69
Farm household debt 78

v



PART II PATRIARCHAL RELATIONS AND MODES OF
PRODUCTION: TOWARDS AN ANALYTICAL FRAMEWORK

5 Patriarchal Relations and Sexual Division of Labour 87

The concept of ‘patriarchal relations’ 87
Patriarchal relations in pre-capitalist Chosŏn Korea 92
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