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EDITOR'S FOREWORD 

Since 1974 the American Theological Library Association has been 
publishing this bibliography se ries with the Scarecrow Press. Guide
lines for projects and selections for publication are made by the 
ATLA Publications Section in consultation with the editor. Our goal 
is to stimulate and encourage the preparation and publication of 
reliable bibliographies and guides to the literature of religious studies 
in a11 of its scope and variety. Compilers are free to define their 
fields, to make their own selections, and to work out internal 
.organization as the unique demands of the subject indicate. 

We are pleased to publish Mayer Gruber's Wornen in the Biblical
World: A Study Guide, Volume I: Women in the World of Hebrew 
Scripture in the ATLA Bibliography Series. 

Mayer 1. Gruber completed an undergraduate program in history 
at Duke University, studied theology at theJewish TheologicalSemi
nary of America, and took the M.A., M. Phil., and Ph.D. degrees in 
Middle East Languages and Cultures at ColumbiaUniversity. His 
1977 doctoral dissertation was titled "Aspects of Nonverbal Commu
nication in the Ancient Near East." Dr. Gruber began his teaching 
career at Spertus College of Judaica in Chicago. Since 1980 he has 
taught in the Department of Bible and Ancient Near East at Ben
Gurion University of the Negev in Beersheva, Israel, where since 
1984 he has held the rank of Senior Lecturer. He has also taught at 
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Levinksy College of Education, 
Tel Aviv, and Eilat College. He has twice been honored with Visiting 
Scholar appointments in the Department of Near Eastern Languages 
and Liter.atures at the University of Chicago. He is the author of four 
books and a large number of scholarly papers. . 
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Kenneth E. Rowe 
Series Editor 

Drew University Library 
Madison~ NJ 07940 

USA 

PREFACE 

This Guide is meant to provide scholars, clergy, seminarians, college 
students, and a11 other interested people access to books and arti
cles-both technical and semi-popular-which shed light on women 
in antiquity in Israel and Judah and the surrounding countries, which 
playa role in the entire corpus of sacred literature commonly called 
"The Bible." The first volume is meant to provide access to books 
and articles, which shed light on women in the world of Hebrew 
Scripture, which is commonly called "The Old Testament." The 
second volume is meant to provide access· to books and articles, 

- which shed light on women in the world of the Apocrypha and the
New Testament. 

From the end of the eighteenth century the world regained direct 
knowledge of the history , language, literature, religion, and day-to
day life of ancient Egypt,l which borders Israel on the southwest and 
which is mentioned explicitly in Hebrew Scripture680 times. Egypt 
was the birthplace of the first of the Hebrew prophetesses, Mifiam, 
. and the place where according to Ex. 12: l:~2lsrael received the first 
of its divine commandments. It was also·the place where, according 
to Gen. 12: 10-20, Sarai, the first of the matriarchs, risked commit
ting adultery with Pharaoh in order to save her husband Abram from 
possible murder. It was in Egypt also that in 586 B.C.E. the prophet 
Jeremiah castigated the exiled Jewish women for worshipping the 
Sumerian goddess of love, Inanna Ger. 44). 

From the middle of the nineteenth century the world regained 
direct knowledge of the history, language, literature, religion, and 
day-to-day life of ancient Iraq (Sumer, Assyria, and Babylonia),2 
which was the probable location of the Garden of Eden referred to in 
the second and third chapters of the first book of Hebrew Scripture. 
It is generally accepted that the birthplace of Abram and his wife and 
half-sister Sarai was none other than the Sumerian city of Ur.3 
Moreover, Mesopotamia was the place to wh ich both Israelites and 
Jews were carried away captive by Sargon 11 in 722 B.C.E. and by 
Nebuchadnezzar in 597 and 586 B.C.E. Moreover, Assyria4 . and 
Babylonia,S often personified as women, featureprominently in the 
biblical.books of Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Nahum. 

Almost a11 knowledge of the history, language, literature, religion, 
and day-to-day life of the aboriginal peoples of ancient Syria-Pales
tine, whom Hebrew Scripture generally refers to most frequently as 
Amorites and Canaanites derives from the abundant archaeological 
finds including manifold written records from 1) the eighteenth 

vii 
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century B.C.E. Amorite kingdom oi Mari on the Tigris;6 2) the Syrian 
si te of Ras Shamra or Ugarit;7 3) the Syrian sites of Alalakh8 and 
Emar;9 and 4) Phoenician inscriptions. 10 

Knowledge concerning the Hittitesll and Hurrians12 has been 
provided by documents from a11 over the ancient Near East but espe
cially by texts recovered from Boghazköy (ancient Hattusas) in 
Anatolia and Yoghlan Tepe (ancient Nuz) in southern Kurdistan, 
respectively. 

To persons with some knowledge of both the origins of Western 
civilization in the ancient Neae East and the drama of their redis
covery it should come as no surprise either that a11 kinds of interest
ing and useful facts, ideas, outlooks, and artificacts can disappear for 
millenia at a time or that some of these facts, opinions, and things can 
be recovered. 

The new discipline called "Women's history" grew, inter aHa, out 
of 1) the realization that by and large women had been writte~ out 
of the history of western civilization; 2) the intuition that women 
like other outsiders such as the Jews13 can be restored to their 
rightful place in the documentation oi the history of humankind; and 
3) the realization that groups who can claim a past have a greater 
claim to recognition in the present. 14 

I believe, therefore, that it was my training in the history, lan
guages, and cultures of the ancient Semites, which were dramatically 
recovered from archaeological sites during the last century and a half, 
that made me believe that the history and culture of wornen in the 
biblical world could also be recovered. It is probably no accident that 
a rnajority of the outstanding ferninist biblical scholars received their 
initial graduate academic training in the study of the languages and 
cultures of the ancient Near East. 

Nevertheless, it cannot be an accident that most of the scholarly 
books and articles on women in ancient Israel were published after 
the rnid-1970s nor that the other period during which a significant 
number of studies on the subject appeared was 1890-1930. 

My generation of biblical philologists began our graduate studies 
believing that our task was to investigate the original meaning of 
every obscure word in Hebrew Scripture and to establish its meaning 
on the basis of comparative Semitic linguistics. We believed that 
proper utilization of paralleis from the literatures of the ancient Near 
East would enable us to establish beyond a shadow of doubt the ob
jective meaning of a11 of Hebrew Scripture for the benefit oi all per
sons regardless of denominational origin or affiliation. 

I even believed that my interest in the study of wornen and 
womanhood in Hebrew Scripture grew out of my atternpt to engage 
in an objective philological analysis of the Hebrew prophets. Prepar
ing this Guide has demonstrated to me, however, that it is no coinci-

, 
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dence that since the 1970s numerous scholarly articles have been 
. devoted to such previously neglected subjects as Huldah the prophet
ess, feminine similes applied to God in Isaiah 40-66, and wornen in 
ancient Israelite worship. The sudden interest in such topics rnust be 
understood against the background of the rnovernent for wornen's 
liberation, which placed the subject of women on the public agenda. 
The study of wornen has becorne recognized in the academy.15 

I suggest, therefore, that objective biblical exegesis, which cannot 
possibly deal with much less solve every enigma presented in and by 
Scripture, is and should be influenced by the larger world to notice 
issues, which rnay not have been raised in the larger world in which 
some previous generations of exegetes did their work. This is tö say 
that just as the reconstruction of the history of wornen in the biblical 
world depends on the work of archaeologists and linguists so can the 
work of these specialists be enriched by ferninist rnovernents and 
ideologies. 16 

It should not be forgotten that almost a11 that survives of the liter
ary and cultural legacy of ancient Israel is Hebrew Scripture, whose 
history and narrative seldom deal deliberately with the everyday life 
of ordinary people. It is nevertheless quite amazing how rnuch ferni
nist biblical scholars have been able to reveal in the last decades sim-

. ply by asking questions that had not generally been asked in the 
imrnediately preceding generations. It should be recognized, 
howev~r, that archaeologists have recovered frorn ancient Israel's 
neighbors abundant information about the day-to-day lives of all 
classes of people-including letters and contracts written by, on 
behalf of or about wornen. Hence, it should not be surprising that the 
publication and analysis of ancient Near Eastern texts and artifacts 
pertaining to women has proceeded steadily ever since the modern 
study of the ancient Near East17 began while in biblical studies the 
study of women was a11 but suspended between the 1930s and the 
1970s.18 Nevertheless, it should not be surprising that the study of 
the civilizations of the ancient Near East has lately been influenced by 
the women's rnovernent and women's history to ask new and 
irnportant questions. 19 

A significant factar in the increased attention on the part of schol
ars to the subject of women in the Bible is the increased tendency to 
treat biblical narrative as literature rather than sirnply as the raw 
materials for the reconstruction of the history of ancient Israel. When 
biblical narrative is treated seriously as literature the treatment and 
behavior of characters-both male and female--cannot be ignored. 
During the previous generation, exernplified by the cornmentary on 
Genesis by E. A. Speiser, the narrative of Dinah (Gen. 34) is declared 
to be "history novelistically interpreted."20 Not surprisingly, Dinah 
herself is mentioned only on ce in the more than two full pages 
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Speiser devotes to the narrative in question. In the more recent treat
ments of biblical narrative as Iiterature no such escape from con
fronting Dinah's humanity is afforded.21 Unfortunately, the realiza
tion that Speiser's philology has so Httle to contribute to the under
standing of matriarchal narratives has led some scholars to a total dis
paragement of Semitic philology. This latter tendency will surely 
prove harmful to the establishment of the study of biblical women 
and their literature on an objective, scientific foundation. 22 

The nudeus of this bibliography is the sets of references, which I 
collected in the course of researching and preparing for publication 
my various studies on women and womanhood in the biblical 
world.23 Noticing (1) the stubborn refusal of many otherwise compe
tent biblical scholars to recognize feminist scholarship as a legitimate 
branch of biblical research and women in the biblical world as a sub
ject worthy of inquiry; (2) the unfortunate tendency of many
scholars to know and to quote only the work of their own teachers, 
dassmates, and students; (3) the growing tendency in the literary 
study of biblical narrative to ignore the weIl of genuine information 
from ancient Israel's neighbors, I decided to compile this Guide. I 
believe that this Guide demonstrates not only that the subject of 
women in the biblical world is worthy of inquiry but also that it is a 
field which has al ready engaged the minds of outstanding scholars in 
the fields of archaeology, literature, philology, history , and theology. 
For students and teachers who come to the Bible from the fields of 
literature and/or theology this Guide is meant to place under a single 
umbrella materials relevant to women in the biblical world from such 
diverse disciplines as Assyriology,24 Ugaritology,25 and the history of 
medicine.26 

Professor Caro} Meyers of Duke University kindly supplied me 
with a copy of the mimeographed 29-page "Women in the Bible: A 
Bibliography," prepared by Harriet V. Leonard, Reference Librarian 
at the Library of the Duke Divinity School in 1977. The latter bib
liography, which covers both the Old and the New Testaments, is 
limited to books and articles available seventeen years aga in the 
libraries of Duke University. It contains a little more than two pages 
of articles in languages other than English and French. Professor 
Martha T. Roth of the Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago 
kindly supplied me with her 5 1/2 page "Women in Mesopotamia: A 
Bibliography of Secondary Sources," dated October 10, 1991, and 
Professor Phyllis Trible of Union Theological Seminary in New York 
City provided me with Angela Bauer, "Feminist Interpretation of 
Hebrew Scriptures: A Bibliography" (New York: Union Theological 
Seminary, 1990). The latter bibliography, comprising twenty-four 
pages is to be commended to students of the subject at hand because 
it lists for each book of Hebrew Scripture from 1 (Malachi) to 
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twenty-six (Gen. 12-50) bibliographical entries as weIl as thirty-eight 
entries for [feminist] hermeneutics and method (pp. 5-7) and twenty
nine monographs (pp. 3-4). Prof. Zafrira Ben-Barak of the Dept. of 
Bible at the University of Haifa; Dr. Athalya Brenner, Professor of 
Feminism and Christianity at the Catholic University of Nijmegen; 
and Dr. Nicholas Wyatt of the University of Edinburgh kindly 
supplied me with lists of their own· publications concerning the 
subject at hand. Ms. Naomi Graetz, Senior Teacher in the 
Department of English as a Foreign Language at Ben-Gurion 
University shared with me the bibliography she collected for her 
research on feminist perspectives in Judaism. Especially useful were 
Religious Books 1876-1982, vol. 3: Subjects (New York and London: 
R. R. Bowker, 1983), the annual book lists published by the British 
Society for Old Testament Study, and the bibliographies found at the 

- -end of Barbara S. Lesko, ed., Women's Earliest Records from Ancient -
Egypt and Western Asia.27 However, most of the materials, which I 
was able to assemble here, were culled from the painstaking work of 
going through festschriften, memorial volumes, publishers' 
catalogues, the standard periodicals in biblical and Near Eastern 
studies, and the standard indices such as Annual EgyptologicaI 
Bibliography,28 the Keilschriftbibliographie published annually in the 
. periodical Orientalia, Old Testament Abstracts,29 Elenchus 
Bibliographicus,30 and Internationale Zeitshcriftenschau für 
Bibelwissenschaft und Grenzgebiete. 31 It should be noted that the 
latter two indices include categories such as women or feminism 
beginning only in the most recent volumes while the former indices 
do not list such categories even in the most recent volumes. 

This Guide differs from the various bibliographies concerning 
women in the Bible and the ancient Near East referred to above in 
that it refers to a significant body of research on women in the bibli
cal world in the two important living languages of the Bible lands
Modern Hebrew and Modern Arabic. Readers will also note that I 
have recorded not only artides in so-called scientific refereed journals 
but also articles in popular and semi-popular magazines. With respect 
to the subject at hand neither type of journal has a monopoly on 
either wisdom or foolishness. 

I am most grateful to the American Theological Library Associa
tion for the generous grant, which enabled me to begin work on this 
project and to Prof. Kenneth E. Rowe, Editor of the ATLA Bibliog
raphy Series for his encouragement and support throughout the 
preparation of this Guide. I wish to record my thanks to Prof. Rivkah 
Harris of the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and to my 
teacher, Prof. David Marcus of the Jewish Theological Seminary of 
America, for their having recommended me for the ATLA 
Bibliography Grant. The Committee on Research and Publications of 
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the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences of Ben-Gurion 
University awarded me a very generous grant toward the cost of the 
preparation of the camera-ready copy produced by WordByte. Sin
cere thanks are due Margo and Amiel Schotz of WordByte for their 
painstaking efforts in the preparation of this volume. Special thanks 
are due Ben-Gurion University of the Negev for granting me sabbati
calleave du ring the summer of 1990 and again in the fall of 1991 for 
work on this project. I am especially grateful to Mr. R. P. Carr, Uni
versity Librarian and Keeper of the Brotherton Library at Leeds Uni
versity in England for· arranging for me a Visiting Scholar appoint
ment at the Brotherton Library during the summer of 1990, Prof. 
Wadad Kadi, Chairman of the Dept. of Near Eastern Languages and 
Civilizations at the University of Chicago, for arranging for me an 
appointment as Visiting Scholar in that Department during the fall of 
1991 and Prof. Byron L. Sherwin, Vice-President for Academic 
Affairs, for arranging for me an appointment as Ezra Sensibar Visiting 
Professor of Biblical Studies at Spertus College of Judaica for the fall 
semester of 1991. 

I am also most grateful to have. been able to make use of the 
libraries of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Tel-Aviv University, 
the BodleianLibrary at Oxford University, the University Library at 
Cambridge University, and Ben-Gurion University of the Negev in 
Beersheva. 

I intended to surprise my dear wife Judith with the dedication to 
her of this volume. In the midst of its preparation, however, Judith 
was summoned to the Academy on High. In recognition of her en
couragement, loving devotion, he1p, and sage counsel I dedicate this 
first volume of Warnen in the Biblical Warld: A Study Guide to her 
memory. 

I pray that God Almighty, who has enabled me to complete this 
volume, will enable me also to complete other projects, and that this 
volume will serve to create renewed respect for Sacred Scripture and 
for womankind. 

Mayer 1. Gruber 
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev 

Beersheva, Israel 
November 1994 

xiii Wamen in the Biblical Warld 

NOTES 

1. See Sir Frederic Kenyon, The Bible and Archaeology (London: George 
G. Harrap & Co., Ltd., 1940), 58-80; Peter A. Clayton, The Redis
covery of Ancient Egypt (London: Thames and Hudson, 1982). 

2. See S. N. Kramer, The Sumerians (Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 1963), 3-32_; Sir E. A. WalIisBudge, The IDse and Progress of 
Assyriology (London: Martin Hopkinson & Co., 1925). 

3. Sir Leonard Woolley, Excavations at Ur (New York: Thomas Y. 
Crowell, 1954), 78; contrast C. H. Gordon, "Abraham and the Mer
chants of Ura," JNES 17 (1958), 28-31. 

4. I.e., Northern Iraq, which is mentioned by name in Hebrew Scripture 
150 times. 

5. I.e., Southern Iraq, wh ich is mentioned by name in Hebrew Scripture 
286 times. 

6. Concerning the Amorites in general see M. Liverani, "The Amorites," 
in Peoples of Old Testament Times, ed. D. J. Wiseman for the Society 
for Old Testament Study (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1973), 100~133. 
Concerning Mari see Abraham Malamat, Mari and the Early Israelite 
Experience, The Schweich Lectures of the British Academy, 1984 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press for the British Academy, 1989).· 

7. Cöncerning the Canaanites see A. R. Millard, "The Canaanites," in 
Peoples of Old Testament Times (see previous note), pp. 29-52. Con
cerning Ugarit see Margaret S. Drower, "Ugarit," in The Cambridge 
Ancient History, vol. 2, pt. 2, 3d ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge Univer
sity Press, 1975), 130-160. 

8. See Sir Leonard Woolley, A Forgotten Kingdom (BaItimore, Md.: Pen
guin Books, 1953). 

9. For extensive bibliography concerning Emar see Meskene-Emar: Dix 
ans de travaux 1972-1982 (Paris: Editions Recherches sur les civilisa
tions, 1982). 

10. For abrief survey of these inscriptions see Donald Harden, The 
Phoenicians (London: Thames and Hudson, 1962). For an up-to-date 
edition of the inscriptions with translation, commentary, and bibliog
raphy see John C. L. Gibson, Textbook of Syrian Semit;c Inscriptions, 
vol. 3: Phoenician Inscriptions (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1982). 

11. See O. R. Gurney, The Hittites (London: Penguin Books, 1952); J. G. 
Macqueen, The Hittites and The;r Contemporaries in Asia Minor, rev. 
ed. (London: Thames and Hudson, 1986).· . 

12. See Gernot Wilhelm, The Hurrians, trans. Jennifer Barnes (Warmin
ster: Aris & Phillips, 1989). 

13. On the emergence of Jewish studies as a recognized academic disci
pline see Arnold J. Band, "Jewish Studies in American Liberal-Arts 
Colleges and Universities," American Jewish Year Book 67 (1966), 3-
30; Jacob Neusner, "Two Settings for Jewish Studies," Conservative 
Judaism 27 (1972-73), 27-40. 
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14. See Be~e~ice A. Carroll, ed., Liberating Women's History: Theoretical 
and ,Cn~lcal Essays (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1976), xi and 
paSSIm In that anthology. 

15. See Elle~ Messer-Davidow, (En)Gendering Knowledge: Feminists in 
Academta (Knoxv,ill.e: University of Tennessee Press, 1991); Sneja 
Gunew, ed., Femtntst Knowledge: Critique and Construct (London 
and New York: Routledge, 1990). 

16. See Barbara S. Lesk~, ed., Women's Earliest Records from Ancient 
Egypt and Wes:~ Asta, Brown Judaic Studies, 166 (Atlanta: Scholars 
Press, 198.9), Xl11. 

17. Cf. ibid., p. xv. 
18. See below, pp. xxiii. 
19. ~f. Rivkah Harris, "Independent Women in Ancient Mesopotamia?" 

In Lesko, Women's Earliest Records, p. 145. 
20. E.A. Speiser, Genesis, The Anchor Bible, vol. 1 (Garden City N.Y.: 

Doubleday & Co., 1965), 266. ' 
21. See, e.g.,. Meir St.ernberg, The Poetics of Biblical Narrative (Blooming

ton:. !ndlana Ulllversity Press, 1985), 445-475, whichhas inspired 
addItIonal studies by Ararat and by Fewell and Gunn; q.v. 

22. See, e.~., Sh,aron. Pace .!eansonne, The Women of Genesis: From Sarah 
to Pottphar.s W!fe (Ml11neapoIis: Fortress Press, 1990), 3, and con
trast my reVIew In AJS Review 17 (1992), 281-284. 

23. See below, pp. 89-90. 
24. Th: study of th~ languages and literatures of ancient Iraq, Le., Baby

loma and Assyna. Since the first great corpora of texts from andent 
Iraq, ~hich were deciphered, came from Northern Mesopotamia, i.e., 
Assyn~, the study of all aspects of the language, literature, and culture 
of anCIent Iraq came to be called Assyriology. 

25. I.e., .the study of the langllage, literature, and culture of ancient 
Ugant; see above, n. 7. 

26. See, for example, the study published in Obstetrics and Gynecology 
by Harer and e1-Dwakhly, wh ich is Iisted below llnder "Women and 
Womanhood in Ancient Egypt: Ar ti cl es, "p. 170, #2185. 

27. See tllere, pp. 319-344. 
28. (~eiden: International }.--ssociation of Egyptologists in co operation 

with t~e Nederlands Instltuut voor het Nabije Dosten). 
29. (Wa~lllngton, I?c.: Catholic Biblical Association and Catholic Uni

versity of Amenca). 
30. (Rome: Biblical Institute Press). 
31. (Düsseldorf: Paunost Verlag). 

INTRODUCTION 

For a general orientation to the study of women in the world of 
Hebrew Scripture, commonly called the Old Testament, readers are 
urged to consult entries such as "Wornen," "Women in the Old Tes
tament," and "Women in the Ancient Near East," and the like in such 
standard refererice works as The Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible 
(4 vols.; NewYork and Nashville: Abingdon, 1962); The Interpreter's 
Dictionary of the Bible Supplementary Volume (New York and 
Nashville: Abingdon, 1975); Harper's Bible Dictionary, ed. Paul J. 
Achterneier (San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1985); The International 
Standard Bible Dictionary,ed;Geoffrey W.Bromley (4 vols.; Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1979-1988); The Anchor Bible Dictionary (New 
York: Doubleday & Co., 1992); and the like, as well as general, 
Catholic and Jewish encyclopedias. 

The entries in the standard Bible dictionaries concerning biblical 
books, in which women play an especially significant role oLten pro
vide-useful information, insights, and bibliography. Commentaries in 
the standard series of Bible commentaries, especially on those biblical 

. books or parts of books, in wh ich women play an important role 
(Gen. 1-3; 6; 12-50; Ex. 1-15; 21-22; 38:8; Lev. 12; 15; Num. 5-
6; Deut. 15; 21-25; Judg. 13-2); Samuel; Kings; Isaiah; Jeremiah; 
Ezekiel; Hosea 1-4; Zephaniah; Ps. 45; Job. 1-3; 31; 42; Song of 
Songs [also called Canticles]; Ruth; Esther) should be utilized. Read
ers should expect that some commentaries published since the mid-
1970s will pay more attention to women and to feminist interpreta
tions. Some readers may, likewise, be pleasantly surprised that wo
men were never completely ignored in the better biblical commen
taries from antiquity until now. 

For information and bibliography concerning named goddesses 
referred to in Hebrew Scripture the reader is referred to the Diction
ary of Deities and Demons, ed. K. van der Toorn, et al. (Leiden: E. J. 
Brill, 1995). 

Standard Bible commentary series, which should be consulted in
clude The Anchor Bible (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday) Hermeneia 
(Minneapolis: Fortress Press); The International Critical Commen
tary (Edinhurgh: T. & T. Clark/New York: Scribner's); The Jewish 
Publication Society Torah Commentary (Philadelphia: Jewish Publi
cation Society); The New International Commentary on the Old 
Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans); Das Alte Testament Deutsch 
(Goettingen: Vandenhoeck und Ruprecht); Handbuch zum Alten 
Testament (Tübingen: Mohr); Handkommentar zum Alten Testa-

XV 
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ment (Goettingen: Vandenhoeck und Ruprecht); The Word Bible 
Commentary (Waca Texas: Word Books, Inc.); etc. Readers should 
note that the commentaries listed below under "Hebrew Scripture
Books" are individual commentaries on books, which are especially 
relevant to the subject at hand, and which are not found in any of the 
aforementioned series. 

Readers are likewise urged to consult Bible dictionaries and the 
standard Bible commentaries with respect to the various named" and 
unnamed women in the Bible. A list of the unnamed women, who 
play a role in Hebrew Scripture, may be compiled from a concor
dance by examining the entries under "mother of," "daughter of," 
"sister of," and "wife of." As for thewomen named in Hebrew Scrip
ture-some few of whom merit entries in the standard biblical ency
clopedias,l there are 111, whose names are as folIows: (1) Abi (2 
Kgs. 18:2), who is also called Abijah (2 Ch. 29:1), (2) Abigail the 
wife of Nabal and later of.David; (3) Abigail the daughter of Nahash, 
who was also sister of Zeruiah, and mother of J oab and Amasah (2 
Sam. 17:25); (4) Abigail the si ster of David (1 Ch. 2: 16-17);2 
(5) Abihail the wife of Abishur (1 Ch. 2:29); (6) Abihail the wife of 
Jerimoth and mother of Mahalath and the wife of Rehoboam (2 Ch. 
11:18); (7) Abital wife of David (2 Sam. 3:4; 1 Ch. 3:3); (8) Abishag 
(1 Kgs. 1-2); (9) Achsah, daughter of Caleb and wife of Othniel 
Uosh. 15; Judg. 1; 1 Ch. 2:49); (10) Adah I, one of the two wives of 
Lamech (Gen. 4:23); (11) Adah II, the Hittite wife of Esau (Gen. 
36); (12) Ahinoam the wife of Saul (1 Sam. 14:50); (13) Ahinoam 
the wife of David (1 Sam. 25 etc.); (14) Anah, the daughter of 
Zibeon the Hivite and mother of Oholibamah [see below] (Gen. 
36:2); (15) Asenath (Gen. 41); (16) Atarah, the wife of Jerahmeel (1 
Ch. 2:26); (17) Queen Athaliah; (17) Azubah, one of the four wives 
of Caleb son of Hezron (1 Ch. 2:18); (18) Bilhah; (19) Baara, one of 
the two wives of Shaharaim [the other was Hushim] (2 Ch. 8: 8); (20) 
Basemath, the Hittite wife of Esau (Gen. 26:34); (21) Basemath, the 
Ishmaelite wife of Esau (Gen. 36:3ff.); (22) Basemath the daughter of 
King So]omon, who married Ahimaaz (1 Kgs. 4:15); (23) Bathsheba 
the mother of King Solomon, who is called Bathshua the daughter of 
Ammiel in 1 Ch. 3: 5; (24) Bithiah the daughter of Pharaoh who mar
ried Mered (1 Ch. 4: 18); (25) Dinah; (26) Delilah; (27) Ephrath, 
third wife of Caleb son of Hezron (2 Ch. 2: 19); (28) Ephrath wife of 
Caleb (1 Ch. 2: 19); (29) Esther (Hadassah); (30) Eve; (31) Gomer 
(Hos. 1:3); (32) Hagar; (33) Hagith wife of David and mother of 
Adonijah (2 Sam. 3:4; etc.); (34) Hammolecheth (1 Ch. 7:18); (35) 
Hanutal (also called Hanital) the wife of King Josiah and the mother 
of Kings Jehoahaz and Zedekiah (2 Kgs. 23; 24; Jer. 52); (36) 
Hannah; (37) Hephzibah the mother of King Manasseh (2 Kgs. 
21:1); (38) Hazlelponi their sister (1 Ch. 4:3); (39) Helah (1 Ch.4:5, 
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7); (40) Hodesh (1 Ch. 8:9); (41) Hoglah, one of the five daughters 
of Zelophehad (Num. 26; 27; 36; Josh. 17); (42) Huldah; (43) 
Hushim [see above under Baara]; (44) Iscah daughter of Haran and 
niece of Abram (Gen. 11 :29) (45) Jael; (46) Jehoaddan of Jerusalem, 
the mother of King Amaziah son of Joash (2 Kgs. 14:2; 2 Ch. 25:1); 
(47) Jecoliah of Jerusalem, the mother of King Azariah (2 Kgs. 15:2; 
2 Ch. 26:3); (48) Jehosheba daughter of Joram and the wife of 
Jehoiada the priest (2 Kgs. 11 :2) [she is called Jehoshabath .in 2 eh. 
22:1]; (49) Jemimah daughter of Job Uob. 42:14); (50) Jenoth, the 
second wife of Caleb son of Hebron (1 Ch. 2:18); (51) Jochebed; 
(52) Jerusha, the mother of King Jotharn (2 Kgs. 15:33; 2 eh. 27:1); 
(53) Jezebel; (54) Judith, the Hittite wife of Esau (Gen. 26:34); (55) 
Keturah; (56) Kessiah daughter of Job Uob. 42:14); (57) Leah; (58) 
Lo-Ruhamah, daughter of Hosea and Gomer (Hos. 1 :6, 8); "(59) 
Maacah I, the concubine of Caleb (1 Ch. 2; 7; 8); (60) Maacah ll, the 
wife of David and mother of Absalom (2 Sam. 3:3; 1 eh. 3:2); (61) 
Maacah III, the daughter of Absalom (1 Kgs. 15; 2 Ch. 11);. (62) 
Mahalath the wife of Esau (Gen. 28:9); (63) Mahalath the wlfe of 
King Rehoboam (2 Ch. 11 :18); (64) Mahlah I, one of the five daugh
ters of Zelophehad [see above under Hoglah]; (65) Mahlah II the 
daughter of Hammolecheth (1 Ch. 7:18); (66) Matred, the mother
in-Iaw of Hadar [also called Hadad] King of Edom (Gen. 36:39; 1 

" Ch. 1:50); (67) Mehetabel the daughter of Matred the daughter of 
Me-zahab (Gen. 36:39); (68) Merab (1 Sam. 14; 18); (69) Me-zahab 
(Gen. 36:39; 1 Ch. 1 :50); (70) Meshulemeth wife of King Manasseh 
and mother of King Amnon (2 Kgs. 21:19); (71) Micaiah mother of 
King Abijah (2 Ch. 13 :2); (72) Michal daughter of Saul and wife of 
David; (72) Milcah daughter of Nahor (Gen. 11; 22; 24); (73) 
Milcah one of the five daughters of Zelophehad [see above under 
Hoglah]; (74) Miriam; (75) Naamah I, the sister of Tubal-cain (Gen. 
4:22); (76) Naamah II, the mother of King Rehoboam (1 Kgs. 14:21; 
2 Ch. 12:13); (77) Naarah, one of the two wives of Ashhur [see 
above under Helah] (1 Ch. 4:5-6); (78) Naomi; (79) Nehushta~ the 
wife of King Jehoiachin (2 Kgs. 24:8); (80) Noah, one of the five 
daughters of Zelophehad [see above under Hoglah]; (81) Noadiah, 
the last named prophetess in Hebrew Scripture Neh. 6:14; (82) 
Ohalibamah the wife of Esau (Gen. 36); (83) Puah; (84) Rachel; (85) 
Rahab; (86) Rebecca; (87) Reumah the concubine of Nahor (Gen. 
22:24); (88) Rizpah (2 Sam. 3; 21); (89) Ruth; (90) Sarai/Sarah; (91) 
Serah daughter of Asher (Gen. 46; Num. 26; 1 Ch. 7:30); (92) 
Sheerah daughter of Ephraim (1 Ch. 7:24); (93) Shimeath, mother of 
one of the murderers of Joash (2 Kgs. 12:22; 2 Ch. 24:26); (94) 
Shimrith mother of one of the murderers of Joash (2 Ch. 24:26); 
(95) Shi~hrah; (96) Shlomith I (Lev. 24: 11); (97) Shlomith II (1 Ch. 
3:19); (98) Tamar I (Gen. 8); (99) Tamar II (2 Sam. 13); (100) 
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Taphath daughter of Solo mon who married Ben-abinadab (1 Kgs. 
4: 11); (101) Timnah I, the sister of Lotan (Gen. 36, 12, 22); (102) 
Timnah II, the concubine of Eliphaz (1 Ch. 1 :39); (103) Tirzah, one 
of the five daughters of Zelophehad [see above under Hoglah]; (104) 
Vashti; (105) Zeresh; (106) Zeruah the mother of Jeroboam (2 Kgs. 
11 :26); (107) Zeruiah, the sister of King David and the rnother of 
Joab, Abishai, and Asahel (108) Zibiah of Beersheba, the mother of 
King Jehoash (1 Kgs. 12:2; 2 eh. 24:1); (109) Zillah, one of the two 
wives of Lamech [see above under Adah]; (110) Zilpah; (111) 
Zipporah. 

Concerning women in ancient Egypt and ancient Mesopotarnia 
readers are urged first and foremost to consult the entries "Wornen" 
in the Lexikon der Aegyptologie (Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 1975-) 
and the Reallexikon der Assyriologie (Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 

·1928-) respectively and the several entries concerriing "Private Life" 
in Civilizations of the Ancient Near East, ed. J ack M. Sasson (New 
York: Scribners,forthcoming). Such reference works in biblical and 
ancient Near Eastern studies should also be consulted for information 
and bibliography concerning topics such as prophetess and prostitute. 

Readers are likewise urged to exarnine the books listed below 
under General Works and the anthologies cornpiled respectively by 
Durand, Grirnal, and Lesko, which are listed under Ancient Near East 
and the various books and anthologies of feminist biblical scholarship 
listed below under Hebrew Scripture-Books. 

Scholarly literature up to 1975 in the entire field of cuneiforrn 
studies, can easily be located with the help of Rykle Borger, Hand
buch der Keilschriftliteratur (3 vols.; Berlin and New York: Walter de 
Gruyter, 1967-1975). The latter work includes indices to references 
to named monarchs and deities in both the cuneiforrn texts and the 
secondary literature. 

The present Guide contains in addition to the Preface, Introduc
tion, and indices eighteen divisions. The first division, "General 
Works on Women in Antiquity" lists books puhlished between 1779 
and the present era, which are valuable for three reasons: (1) They 
demonstrate that the study of the history of women in antiquity is 
most assuredly not a passing fad of the last quarter of the twentieth 
century; (2) they dernonstrate that the use of data recovered frorn 
the ancient Near East for the understanding of the roles of wornen in 
human history goes back to the very beginnings of archaeological 
research in the Near East in the Napoleonic era; (3) they provide 
extrernely useful information concerning insights into and approaches 
to the study of wornen in both the ßible and the civilizations of 
ancient Israel's neighbors. 

Tbe second division, "Wornen in the Ancient Near East: Books, 
Articles, and Dissertations," lists (1) anthologies, which contain se rn-

Introduction XIX 

inal studies on women in a variety of ancient cultures in the lands of 
the Bible. The most important of these are the books edited by 
Durand, Grimal, and Lesko; (2) books and articles, which attempt to 
deal with wornen or aspects of the life and experiences of wornen in 
the ancient Near East as a whole; (3) books and articles, which deal 
with the life of women in areas of the ancient Near East, for which 
there is no separate division arnong the eighteen divisions oi the 
present Guide. 

The third division of this Guide, "Women in the Art and Ar
chaeology of the Ancient Near East: Books, Articles, and Disserta
tions, " lists materials which discuss archaeological finds frorn the land 
of Israel as weIl as frorn the other lands of the ancient Near East 
which a) shed light on wornen or womanhood in the biblical world; 
and b) cannot be related to specific non-Israe1ite cultures of the an-

. -dent Near East. 
By including in the fourth division of this Guide, "Women and 

Womanhood in Hebrew Scripture-Books," anthologies as weIl as 
issues of periodicals, which contain three or more articles referring to 
wornen in Hebrew Scri pture it was possible to avoid listing any col
lective work concerned significantly with the subjects of women in 
ancient Israel or feminist interpretation of Hebrew Scripture more 
than once. With respect to a number of works, whose connection 
with these subjects may be less than obvious frorn their titles, I have 
cited the specific relevant subjects touched upon in these books. 

Division 5, "Women and Wornanhood in Hebrew Scripture
Artic1es," lists articles found in both periodicals and collective'vol
umes. This section lists articles that deal in some significant way with 
a) wornen or womanhood in Hebrew Scripture; b) ferninist interpre
tation of Hebrew Scripture; c) the history of feminist interpretation 
of; or d) the critique of feminist interpretation of Hebrew Scripture. 
Readers will note the following: a) a few subjects such as the identity 
of the virgin or young woman mentioned in Isaiah 7 are discussed 
during every era from antiquity to the present; b) a few subjects such 
as Huldah the prophetess and women in the Israelite cult are dis
cussed both in the 1890s and the latter part of the twentieth century; 
and c) a few subjects, such as feminine similes applied to God in 
Isaiah 4-66, are the subject of quite a number of studies during the 
1980s. 

Division 6 lists as yet unpublished masters essays and doctoral 
dissertations dealing with women or aspects of the life and 
experience of wornen in Hebrew Scripture. I highly recommend the 
perusal of masters theses and doctoral dissertations on women in 
Hebrew Scripture for two reasons. The first is the wealth of 
bibliography contained in many of these. The second is the frequency 
with which published scholars who are careful to quote everything 
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published are found to have, as it were, labored in vain to corne up 
with a new idea, which was already presented in an unpublished 
thesis or dissertation. ' 

Divisions 7-17 of this Guide (see Contents) deal variously with 
books, articles in periodicals and collective volurnes, and 
dissertations, which touch upon a) specific narned wornen in specific 
cultures of the ancient Near East; b) the 'role or roles of wornen' in 
specific cultures of the ancient Near East. . 

Division 18 is a cornprehensive bibliography of studies c:oncerning 
Asherah prepared by Prof. Steve A. Wiggins as a by-product of the re
search leading to his book, A Reassess'ment of Asherah, AOAT 235 
(Kevelaer: Butzon & BerckerlNeukirchen-Vluyn: Neukirchener Ver
lag, 1993). Asherah, it should be noted, is sometirnes a cult object but 
often a goddess, or possibly, for sorne ancient Israelites the fern ale 
consort of God. Unquestionably, interest in this deity was aroused by 
the discovery of references to her in a nurnber of ancient Israelite in
scriptions. There should, however, be no doubt that it was the corn
bination' of two factors, (a) the discovery of these inscriptions du ring 
the 1970s precisely when interest in. wornan in the biblical world 
increased tremendously; and (b) that drarnatic interest in our subject, 
wh ich account for the phenornenal nurnber of scholarly books and 
articles dealing with A/asherah. 

NOTES 

1. For the more well-known personalities, who are likely to be discussed 
at length in the encyclopedia articles, commentaries, and in books or 
articles cited in Divisions 4 and 5 of this Guide I have provided no 
biblical references. 

2. According to 1 Ch. 2:16-17 this is the same Abigail, who is described 
as the mother of ]oab and Amasa in 2 Sam. 17:25. 
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Zeitschrift für Evangelische Ethik 1. CENERAL WORKS ON WOMEN IN ANTIQUITY 

1. Adelman, ]oseph. Famous Women: An Outline of Feminine 
Achievement Tbroughout the Ages with· Life Stories of Five 
HundredNotedWomen. NewYork: Pictorial Review, 1926. 

2. Alexander, William, M. D. of Edinburgh. The History ofWo
men {rom the Earliest Antiquity; Giving Some Account of Al
most Every Interesting Particular Concerning That Sex among 
All Nations Ancient and Modern. 2 vols. London: n.p., 1779; 
3d ed.; 2 vols. London: n.p., 1782 Vol. 1, p. A oi "Advertise
ment" reads as follows: "W ork was composed solely for the 
amusement and instruction of the Fair Sex; in order to 
render it the more intelligible, we have studied the utmost 
plainness and simplicity of Ianguage; have totally excluded 
alm ost every word that is not English, and even, as much as 
possible, avoided every technical term." 

3. Bachofen, ] ohann ] acob. Das Mutterrecht: Eine Untersuchung 
über die Gynaikokratie der alten. Welt nach ihrer religiosen 
Natu:r. Stuttgart: Krais & Hoffmann, 1861. The thesis: that 
matriarchy preceded patriarchy; Semiramis; Egypt (pp. 92-
193). 

4. Backer, Louis deo Le Droit de la Femme dans fAntiquite: Son 
Devoir au Moyen Age. Paris: Claudin, 1880. 

5. Ballow, Patricia K. Wornen: A Bibliography o{ Bibliographies. 
Boston: G. K. Hall, 1986. 

6. Bardeehe, Maurice. Histoire des Fernrnes. Paris: Stock, 1968. 

7. Basserman, Lujo. The Oldest Profession: A History of Prostitu
tion. Translated by ]ames Cleugh. New York: Stein & Day, 
1968. 

8. Beard, Mary R. Wornan as Force in History: A Study in Tradi
tions and Realities. New York: Macmillan, 1946. 

9. -. On Understanding Wornen. New York: Greenwood, 1968. 
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10. Beauvoir, Simone deo The Second Sex. Translated by H. M. 
Parshley. New York: Bantam, 1970. 

11. Betty, R. Who's Who in the Ancient World. Harmondsworth: 
Penguin Books, 1973. 

12. Beyer, Johanna, et al. Frauenhandlexikon. Munich: C. H. Beck, 
1983. 

13. Birt, Theodor. Frauen der Antike. Leipzig: Quelle & Meyer, 
1932. 

14. Bridenthal, Renata; Koonz, Claudia; and Stuart, Susan M., eds. 
Becoming Visible: Women in European History. Boston: 

.. Houghton Mifflin,-1987; 

15. Briffault, Robert. The Mothers: A Study of the Origins of Senti
ments and Institutions. 3 vois. New York: Macmillan, 1927. 

16. Bullough, Vern L. The History ofProstitution. New Hyde Park, 
New York: University Books, 1964. 

17. Bullough, Vern L., and Bullough, Bonnie. The Subordinate Sex: 
A History of Attitudes toward Women. Urbana: University of 
Illinois Press, 1973. 

18. Davis, Elizabeth Gould. The First Sex. New York: G. P. 
Putnam's Sons, 1971. 

19. de Koven, Anna. Warnen in the Cycles of Culture: A Study of 
'Women Power" Through the Centuries. New York: G. P. 
Putnam, 1941. 

20. D'Oriega, Guy. Histoire et Geographie de la femme. Paris: Edi
tions du Scorpion, 1958. 

21. Duche, Jean. Le premier sexe. Paris: Editions Robert Leffont, 
1972. 

22. Dupouy, Edmond. La Prostitution dans I'Antiquite: Etude 
d'Hygiene Sodale. Paris: Librairie Meuvillon, 1887. 

23. Foucault, M. Histoire de la sexualite. Paris: Gallinard, 1984. 

24. HaIe, Sara ]osepha. Women's Record; or, Sketches of All Distin-

General Works on Women in Antiquity 3 

guished Women, from the Creation to A.D. 1854. 2 vols. 
New York: Source Book Press, 1970; reprint of the 1855 
edition. 

25. Heiler, Fricdrich. Die Frau in der Religion des Menschheit. Ber-
lin: Walter de Gruyter, 1977. " 

26. Henry, Sondra, and Taitz, Emily. Written Out of History. New 
York: Bloch, 1978. 

27. Heywood, Thomas. Nine Books ofVarious History Concerning 
Women. London: n.p., 1624; reissued 1657 as The General 
History ofWomen. 

-28. - Hoch-Smith, Judith,-and Spring, Anita. Women in Ritual and-
Symbolic Roles. New York & London: Plenum Press, 1978. 

29. Ireland, Norma. Index to Women of the World from Ancient to 
Modern Times. Westwood, Mass.: Faxon, 1970. 

30. Jacobson, Anitd. Marriage and Money. Lund: Berlingski Bok
truckeriet, 19"'67. 

31. King, William C., comp. Woman: Her Position, Influence, and 
Achievetnent Throughout the Civilized World: Her Biography, 
Her History, from the Garden of Eden to the Twentieth Cen
tury. Sp~ingfield, Mass.: King-Richardson, 1902. 

32. Lacroix, Paul. History of Prostitution amongAll the Peoples of 
the World, from the Most Remote Antiquity to the Present 
Day. Translated by Smaule Putnam. 3 vols. Chicago: Pascal 
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Esther, fast of 1446 
Eve 91,220,257,282,309,413, 

494,509,515,540,545,558, 
598,652,668,832,969,1196, 
1201, 1242, 1287, 174, 1526, 
1546, 1596, 1761, 1772, 1820, 
1871,1880,1953,2488,2578 

exclusion of wornen 1375 
Ezra 839 
Ezra's marriage reform 772; see 

also alien wives 

fall of humankind 933 
family 98, 196, 293, 303, 315, 

485,503,553,609,611,624, 
1084, 1100, 1662, 1870, 1897, 
2078,2116,2357,2446,2447, 
2524,2620,2625,2648,2737, 
2738,2777,2810,2822,2825, 
2829,2855 " 

farnilyarchives 2318,2412,2723, 
2724,2726 

family law 611, 1014, 1059, 1587, 
1589, 1667, 1936, 1965, 1966, 
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1991,2479,2606,2621,2721, 
2734 

family life 1968 
family structures 1632 
father's brother's daughter rnarriage 

1885 
fec\mdity figures 2001 
female correspondence (letters) 

2634,2641,2652,2739,2746, 
2757,2759,2760,2766,2789, 
2792,2817,2827 

fernale cult figurines 199 
female literacy 2109 
fernale rnetaphor 1605 
fernale roles 396 
fernale weavers 2538 
feminine geographical names 1758-
feminine takes precedence syntagm 

1631 
feminine titles (Egyptian) 2000, 

2064,2065,2110,2148,2159, 
2163,2180,2210,235 

ferninist biblical scholarship, history 
of 701,1479,1717, 1718; see 
also Wornan's Bible 

feminist hermeneutics 210,212, 
213,244,286,298,302,307, 
317,327,333,336,343,348, 
372,380,420,421,434,445, 
470,458,472,474,476,484, 
500,512,526-530,535,536, 
542,552,555,568-572,579, 
582-584,603,654,676,745, 
870,881,905,998,1021, 
1072,1093,1147,1168,1181, 
1182,1200,1256,1286,1323, 
1331,1375,1398,1465,1474, 
1484,1485,1556,1557,1558, 
1643, 1684, 1693, 1694, 1696, 
1717,1718,1742-1745, 1813, 
1814,1822,1823, 1831-1847, 
1908, 1960 

feminist hermeneutics and Judaisrn 
1071,1266, 1606, 1892, 1985; 
see also anti-Sernitisrn 

feminist hermeneutics, critique of 
1468, 1472 

fertili ty 96 8 
fertility cult 804, 1273, 1328, 

1440,1938,1994 
fertility goddess 2921 
forbidden mixtures 838 
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foreign wo man (Prov. 1-9) 1949 
foreign women 361, 1375,1661, 

1674 
Fowler and His Wife 2379,2381 
free Ugaritic female 2816 
freeborn dal.lghters, sale of 1450 

. gen der 1041, 1063, 1085, 1092, 
1460,1461,1605,1792 

geoder, grammatical 694, 738 
gender-matched paralle1ism 738, 

1886,2837 
gen der of ancient Israel 1730, 

1733 
gen der roles 1792 
Genesis Apocryphon 1894, 1895 
genitals, terms for 1422; see also 

vagina 
Geshtinanna 2383 
gestation 2202, 2226 
Gilgamesh 685, 1388,2376,2388, 

2475,2486,2553,2606 
God as Woman 260, 298, 320, 

380,460,535,563,592,619, 
726,802,808,1090,1264, 
1311, 1740, 1741 

goddess(es) 41, 73, 78,84, 101, 
102,116,118,138, 140, 142, 
151,154,157,163,169,170, 
172,174,188,203,207,347, 
486,595,941,2096,2158, 
2193,2196,2216,2225,2231, 
2239,2285,2335,2349,2369, 
2389,2414,2553,2615,2647, 
2649,2655,2658,2661,2667, 
2670,2673,2678,2683,2685, 
2689,2740-2742,2779,2784, 
2810,2857,2862,2867,2946 

goddess in the window 2631 
goddess Segal 59 
goddess, Syrian 53,2921 
goddesses of love 79 
goddesses of music 2192 
"the great sin" 2251,2815 
Gomer 234,246, 620, 693, 702, 

1133, 1874, 1891 
gynecology 214,1309,2275 

Hadassah 1321 
Hagar 583,648, 732,864, 869, 

985,1043,1101,1124, 1170, 
1272,1370,1407,1439,1751, 
1808, 1843, 1855, 1918 
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hairdressers 2256 
HaIllllrappi, Code of 2322,2533, 

2535,2574 
Hamurappi Code #142/143 2410, 

2426 
handmaid 872, 1015 
Hannah 640,641,650,654,698, 

885,1004,1045,1296,1302, 
1349,1545,1883,1913,1958, 
1971 

Harab 2336 
harem 2052, 2207, 2236, 2290, 

2616 
harem conspiracy 2174 
harem investigation 2172 
harlot see prostitution 
Hathor 2091,2159 
Hatshepsut 2050,2059,2113, 

2178,2233,2296 
helpmeet 1282, 1455, 1873 
hem of the garment 1315 
Henut 2256 
hieros gamos see sacred marriage 
hippopotamus goddess 2286 
Hittite(s) 75,940, 1849, , 2654-

2696,2743 
Hittite Laws #197-198, 2694 
Hnwt 2211 
Hoglah 978 
Huldah 511,856, 1188, 1380, 

1425, 1597, 1616, 1807, 1842 
Hurrian(s} 1505,2665,2672, 

2697-2738; see also Nuzi 

image of God 387,404,752,948, 
1055, 1215, 1457, 1621 

image of woman in the Bible 1135 
impurity of women 879, 2686 
Inanna 2327,2331,2362, 2366, 

2373,2378,2421,2441,2461, 
2477,2483,2499,2506,2509, 
2536,2580,2597,2609 

Inanna and Enki 2327,2380 
Inanna and the Numuo Plant 2506 
Inanl1a's Descent 2366,2421, 

2483,2499,2532 
incest 81, 749, 2094 
incll.lsive laoguage 1694 
industry in Israel 1815 
infertility 2811; see also barren 

wife 
inheritance 57,611, 717, 719, 

720,722,836,930,2727, 

Subject Index 

2728,2786 
inheritance by daughters 55, 717-

720; see also dallghters as sons 
Innin 2444 
Ioti (Egyptian prillcess) 2224 
intermarriage 878, 879, 1103, 

1222 
Inu 2256 
Ishmae1 1855 
Ishtar 88, 103, 155, 1128,2311, 

2326,2349,2376,2477,2491, 
2523,2530,2537,2572,2609, 
2639, 2644, 2697 

Ishtar, Descent of 2491,2521, 
2532 

Ishtar-Sad 2528 
Ishtar-Shaushga 155,2626 
Ishtarat 2651 
Isis (goddess) 2043,2044,2177, 

2297 
Isis (princess) 2288 

J 248,760, 761, 888, 1052, 1388, 
1463, 1723 

Jaba 2417 
Jae1 230, 639, 853, 1129, 1673, 

1714 
Jephthah's daughter 449,583,767, 

1000, 1057, 1070, 1224, 1283, 
1839,1841 

Jeremiall 1592 
jewe1ry 1600,2588 
Jezebe1 252,384, 774, 784, 1056, 

1551,1567,1570,1668,1726, 
1783,1785,1900 

Jezebe1's seal 131 
Job 735 
Job's wife 1477, 1676 
Jochebed 1690 

Katimala (Egyptian princess) 2176 
Keret 2748,27542821 
Khenemet-Nefer-Hedjet 2243 
Kheiisa (queen) 2167 
Khirbet el-Qom 2915,2923,2930, 

2941,2944,2958,2964 
kinship 963, 1632 
kotharot goddesses 2826,2830 
Kiya 2188 
Kuntillet 'Ajrud 2891,2901,2902, 

2907,2911,2916,2929,2943, 
2944,2945,2958,2960 
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labor 105 
Lachish ewer 2920 
Lady Wisdom 423,424, 1327, 

1509,1511,1543,1791,1979 
Lallmu-Lahamu 2519 
Lama 2600 
language, feminist 1058 
law and law codes 4, 93, 95, 106, 

107,275-277,315,329,408, 
468,488,493,591,610,611, 
919,920,1010,1014,1059, 
1064,1216,1235,1355,1377, 
1378,1450,1451,1667,1905, 
1936,1980,2322,2323,2361, 
2365,2372,2374,2427,2479, 
2540,2557,2577,2584,.2694 

law, Egyptian 2004 
law in historical books 715, 716 
law in Ruth 704 
Leah 574,952,965,1051,1242, 

1271,1324,1345,1347,1498, 
1529, 1964 

levirate marriage 428,660, 713, 
919,930,1221,1362,1426, 
1650, 

levirate marriage in Assyira 919, 
2484 

Lilith 1310 
Lot's daughters 1018, 1130, 1242, 

1395, 1610, 1954 
Lot's wife 1304, 1387 
love 285,531,768,967,968, 

1020, 1039, 1115, 1120, 1385, 
1392,1538 

love goddesses 2481 
love poetry 340,1039, 1582, 1997, 

2250,2362,2384,2403,2429, 
2482,2518,2595 

Ll.lwians 2671,2693 

Ma'adonall. 133, 164 
Maat 2293 
Mafdat 2097 
Manoah's wife 292, 644, 1429 
manumission see slavery 
Marall 1318 
mare goddess 2818 
Mari 1016,2632-2653 
marriage 30, 38, 47, 49, 61, 100, 

209,267,315,322,369,370, 
444,468,486,496,553,580, 
608,624,819,922,992,1003, 



258 

1006-1009,1084,1087,1120, 
1146,1172,1210,1248,1274, 
1315,1366,1388, 1506,154~ 
1564,1632,1642,1719,1784, 
1827,1848,1865,1917,1966, 
1976, 1984, 1989,2037,2047, 
2079,2081,2083,2118,2365, 
2583,2584,2589,2648,2829, 
2832,2852 

marriage blessing 1566,2820 
marriage ceremonies (Babylonian) 

2454,2545; see also wedding 
ceremonies 

marriage contracts 2302,2303, 
2307,2353,2455,2471,2484, 
2729 

_ -marriage fidelity 1316 
marriage imagery 1982 
marriage metaphor 1017, 1173, 

1522, 1974 
marriage motif 1656 
marriage, restoration of 1902, 

1912,1945 
marriage to a daughter 2191 
matriarch 571,572, 1277,1468, 

1515 
matriarchy 3,48,604,605,679 
matrimonial influence 1445 
matrimoniallaw 468,2279,2280, 

2351,2372,2659 
matrimonial property 2047 
matrimonial squabbles 2107 
matronymic family 916 
medicine 256,483,2517,2543, 

2560; see also gynecology 
medicine, Egyptian 2035,2119, 

2165,2185,2275 
menstruation 911,1594, 1629 
Merab 165, 1105, 1338 
Meresankh 111 (queen) 2058 
Meribaal 717, 720, 1867 
Meritamum 2258 
Meritamun 2258 
Meryet-Amun 2070 
Meryet-Nit 2203 
Merysankh (queen) 2016 
Mesopotamia 1161, 1377, 1378, 

1824,2311-2631 
Michal 283,684, 716, 1105, 1338, 

1352, 1371, 1466, 1611, 1806, 
1825 

Middle Assyrian Laws 1576,2323, 
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2629 
Law #8 1767 
Law#221894,1896 

midwife 726 
Milkah 1486 
Miriam 1048, 1107, 1132, 1318, 

1339,1545,1572,1643,1659, 
1690,1750,1779,1844,1847 

Miriam, Song of 917 
misogyny 1381, 1423, 1556, 1755 
Molech 1777, 1893 
monogamy 1313,1602,1654, 

1682,2135 
Moses's adoptive mother 1690 
Moses's wives 1002, 1624 
mother 1601, 1729, 1803 

---mother bereft of children 1266- - -
mother earth 1727 
mother goddess 168, 172,202, 

517,634,2553,2558 
mother of Apis 2270 
mother of Chefren 2129 . 
mother of God 66 
mother of Lemuel 957 
mother of Rameses TI 2252 
mother worship 504 
motherhood 15, 112,221, 151,' 

1069 
motherhood of God 726, 802, 

1731 
mother's first born 798 
mother's house 1464 
mourning women 158, 159, 187 
Mntnodjme 2073 
Mwtrmt 2131 
Mylitta 1157, 1159,2478,2527 

Naamah 691, 1034 
naked woman motif 2314,2495 
naming of children 1281, 1995, 

2675 
Nana 2387,2569 
Nanna-Suen 2328 
Naomi 785,875,900, 1123, 1261, 

1939 
Naunakhte 2114 
nazirite 843 
Nbt (queen) 2211 
Nebt (princess) 2182 
necromancer see witch of Endor 
necropolis workmen 2199,2200, 

2201,2245,2278 
Nedebiah 171 

Subject Index 

Neo-Babylonian 2583-2585,2589, 
2619,2620 

Nefertari 2197 
Nefertiti 1998,2054,2187,2253, 

2261,2262 
Neferure (princess) 2204 
Nehemiah 839 
Neit (queen) 2029, 2136 
Ningal 2678 
Ninhilia 2564 
Ninhursag 1456,2382,2438 
Ninni-zaza 2651 
Nintur 2485 
Ninurta 2438 
Nisaba 2593 
Nitocris 2232 
Nofretari2015, 2056, 2060 -
Noub-ounet (queen) 2215 
nursing 2158; see also breast 

feeding 
nursing goddess 2835 
Nut (goddess) 2095,2195,2265 
Nuzi 1272, 1450, 1505, 1677, 

1890,2399,2699-2738 

oaths, biblical 1344 
obscenity in the Bible 265 
obstetrics 763,2560 
Onan 780 
ordeal 74,90,1413, 1614, 1680, 

2344,2851,2853 
Orpah 875, 1123, 1555 
Ouadjit wp t3wy 2118 
ovulation 1309 

P 1388,1727 
patriarchal narratives 998, 1751 
patriarchal period 1126 
patriarchal stamp of Scripture 

1475 
patriarehs 1245, 1890 
patriarchy 232, 1908 
patrilinearity 1525, 1860 
patrilocality 1525 
Pente-Shenna 2817 
perfumes 783, 912 
Persia 2530,2539 
personal names 177,2375,2419, 

2645,2719 
personification as womel1 1960 
Peseshet 2185 
Pharaoh's daughter 1397 
Phoenicians 1076,2857-2882 
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Pilgrim Bible 1846 
pollutant female 1266; see also 

impllrity of women in index of 
biblical texts 

polygamy 190,932,1244, 1313, 
1602,1636 

Potiphar's wife 401,416,500, 
508,1240 

priestesses 2045,2169,2551, 
2574,2717 

priestesses of Hathor 2020, 2267 
priesthood 238,284 
prillcess, Hittite 2663 
princesses, Egyptian 2024,2071, 

2124,2212 
promiscuity 1316 

- - - property 611 
prophecy addressed (through men) 

to women 1411 
prophesying daughters 1044 
prophetess 848, 1048, 1253, 1572, 

1643,2646 
prostitution 7, 16,22,23,32, 756, 

814,1157,11591179,1803, 
1826,1978,2527,2567 

prostitution, sacred 347, 686, 804, 
960, 1031, 1081, 1914~ 1943, 
1983,2386,2478 

Pllall 1705 
Pllduhepa 2665,2682,2692 
purification 153,312,623, 1060 
purity 312 
PY An. 607 62 

Qaus (Edomite deity) 2238 
qlleen(s) 2563,2680,2704,2764 

see also royal women 
queen mother 665, 721, 850, 964, 

1231,1483,1540,2156,2660 
queen of heaven 942, 1552, 1893, 

2827,2950 
queens of Egypt 2009,2024,2034, 

2042,2062,2104,2133,2137, 
2149,2225,2272 

Qudshll 2134 

Radle! 629,674,907,952,965, 
1115,1140,1242,1271,1324, 
1345, 1347, 1410, 1498, 1529, 
1825 

Rache! weeping for her children 
1364 

Rahab 626,657,697, 709, 831, 
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924, 1191, 1329, 1527, 1560, 
1661,1852,1929,2555 

rain goddess 2608 
rape 259,395,1250,1357,1562, 

1651 
Rebekah 644,649,832,907, 

1247, 1272, 1340, 1382, 1410, 
1646,1664, 1665, 1672, 1763, 
1792,1853,1854,1923,1962, 
1993 

request of a wife to her husband 
2153,2154 

Reuben 1094 
Rizpah 1867 
royal cemetary 2554 
royal wornen 2549,2550,2552, 

2601,2619,2653 
RUtil 420,812,819,832,875, 

901, 1123, 1127, 1177, 1374, 
1412, 1661, 1938 

sacred rnarriage 110,233, 841, 
1582,2340,2500,2503,2504, 
2534,2544,2545,2574,2607, 
2612,2838,2841,2865 

sacrifice 1245, 1246 
sage, fernale 2476 
Sadarnuna 2596 
Samson 1001, 1361, 1554, 1795, 

1879 
sandal, removing of 835 
Sarah 232,457,589, 732, 759, 

764,800,907,985,1170, 
1272,1390,1410,1622,1774, 
1855,1858,1918,1951,1993 

Sarai 1439 
Sarrat-Kidmuri 2425 
Sarrat-Niphi 2425,2594 
Sat-Hathor-Yount 2274 
seal 122, 123, 157, 1174, 2542, 

2543,2688,2732 
seals ofwomen 131, 133-135, 

164,165,683 
secondary wife 94 
Sedjemet-Nebet 2171 
Sefadi 194 
Semiramis 3,2324,2350,2618 
Senenrnout 2096 
Senmut 2087 
serving women see Ex. 38:8 in 

index of biblical texts 
sex and sexuality 23, 265, 285, 

290,310,314,323,356,390, 

Warnen in the Biblical World 

396,485,495,496,531,533, 
678, 689, 753, 803, 820, 857, 
882,927-929,972,1041, 
1064,1116,1117,1151,1171, 
1303, 1316, 1361, 1400, 1418, 
1422, 1436, 1438, 1492, 1507, 
1632, 1633, 1638, 1701, 1702, 
1804, 1859, 1872, 1903, 1917, 
2038,2428,2431,2437 

sex roles 2687; see also gender 
sexist language 755, 971, 1181, 

1937 
sexual politics 1069 
Shaddai 424, 747 
Shallaf and Shalim 2833 
Shawushka 2696, 2717 
Sheba, Queen of 1369, 1396, 1615 
Shelepputum (princess of Ur In) 

2494 
Sheulgi 2502 
Shibtll 2634, 2635 
Shiloh 541 
Shiphrah 1705 
Shtart 2860 
Shugi 2717 
Shulgi-simti 2451 
Shunem see Abishag 
Sinuhe's foreign wife 2085 
Sippar 122,2332,2359,2465, 

2472,2473 
Sisera's mother 230, 1129 
sistership adoption 2842 
sistership contract 2706, 2708, 

2712,2713 
slandered hride 2459 
slavery 97, 99,567, 1241, 1280, 

1450,1856,2003,2321,2363, 
2395,2412,2430,2445,2474, 
2511,2547 

snake goddess 2398 
sodomy 81 
son of a handmaid 1015 
sorceress 2614 
Sotah see Num. 5 
spouses, divine 2021,2022,2055 
ST-Imm 2229 
succession narrative 524,633,635, 

865,1075,1164,1169,1299, 
1382,1402,1689,1906,1915 

Sumerianlove songs 1308, 1583 
Sumerians 1456, 1582, 1760, 

2312,2325,2331,2360,2362, 

Subject Index 

2367,2373,2377,2378,2382, 
2383,2387,2414,2436,2457, 
2460,2479,2499-2509,2531, 
2534,2538,2549-2552,2555, 
2561,2562,2564-2567,2578, 
2580-2582,2591,2595,2597, 
2601,2605,2613 

sun goddess (Ugarit) 2668, 2778 

Taanach cult stand 2919 
Tamar I (Gen. 38) 671,680, 1210, 

1242,1389,1531,1541,1647, 
1775,1914, 1979 

Tamar II (2 Sam. 13) 395,520, 
583,653,936,984,989,1180, 
1206, 1278, 1382, 1524, 1651, 
1910, 1915 

Tammuz 1128, 1942,2311,2327 
Tammaritu 2525 
Tanit 2209,2873,2875,2877 
Tanit, sign of 2209,2858,2867, 

2878 
Tany 2268 
Tausret (queen) 2089, 2090 
Tb~r (queen) 2831 
Tchat 2291 
Tefnout 2213 
Tekoite woman 1207, 1262, 1348 
teraphim 634, 1140, 1221, 1677 
Teta-Chera 2128 
Teticheri 2294 
Thenti-Hapi 2113 
Thermouthis (goddess) 2264 
Thihi 2005 
Ti-mienese (queen) 2204 
Tiamat 2452 
Tinnit 2869 
Touy 2181 
trickster 472, 827, 991 
Tseneh ure'enah 1479 
Tutanapsum 2623 
Twosre (queen) 2093, 2161 
typology of women 924 

Ugarit 75,294, 1566, 1568, 1570, 
1848,2162,2739-2842,2867, 
2897,2932 

Ugaritic fertility myth 1935 
Ugaritic juridical texts 2808 
Ukkie the daughter (Nuzi) 2735 

vagina 1316 
Vashti 1617 

Venus deities 2381,2949 
victory song 1990 
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virgin 1467, 1876; see also 'alrnah; 
betulah in index of Hebrew 
terms 

virgin birth 1013 
Virgin (of) Israel 1735 
virginity 429,435,631, 1047, 

1283,1343,1471,2524 
virgins, consecrated 2295 
virgins, disposal of 947 
vows 843,1568,2824 

wedding ceremony, Egyptian 2077, 
2198 

weeping goddess 2508 
welt as symbol for wife 945 
wet-n ursing 1704 
wetnurses, diville 1934 
widow 871 
widow's rights 863,2562 
wife 312, 624, 625 
wife as metaphor 1548 
wife of God 1732 
wife of Merneptah 2123 
wife-sister motif 638,681, 748, 

866,906,950,1390,1505, 
1585,1600,1607,1787,1924, 
2713 

wine 1996 
winged goddesses (Ugarit) 2768 
Winnirke 2732 
wisdom 222,305,327,349,359, 

425,823,826-828,883,1038, 
1113,1121,1239,1293,1327, 
1509, 1691 

wisdom, divine 1301 
wisdom, Egyptian 1293 
wisdom ofwomen 656 
wise woman 743,824,826-828, 

1907 
witch of Eu-Dor 686, 743, 806, 

1421, 1428, 1587, 1776, 1786 
womall as child 2121 
Womall as God 260 
Woman Wisdom see Lady Wisdom 
womanhood, in biblical perspective 

1497 
Woman's Bible 555,729,730, 

1220, 1289, 1618, 1952 
women, adult single 2585 
women, Egyptian contribution of 

2219 
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wornen, role in Hebrew Scriptllre 
1298, 1401, 1435, 1458, 1539, 
1805, 1922 

wornen, role in SUl1ler 2490 
wornen, role in Mesopotarnia 2622 
wornen, skeletal rernains 130, 156, 

160 
wornen, statues of 126, 127, 158, 

159,194,195,199,200,2367 
wornen, status of 31,34-36,42, 

44,45,64,65,85,94,104, 
107,114,119-121,240,245, 
254,269,270,296,319,325, 
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