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CHAPTER I
THE SCHOOL OF COBDEN

ING some twenty, or it may be
irty years, a wave of reaction has
ver the civilised world and invaded

one department after another of thought and

action.
In the o
shows 1
pause, aj
much of
causes ¢
alternati
would se
to remoj
blocks a
rance to|
1deas W

thusiasn

Join www.forg

This is no unprecedented occurrence.
nward movement of mankind history
1s each forward step followed by a
1d too often by a backsliding in which
the ground gained is lost. Of the
f this almost rhythmical, yet tragic,
know little. Sometimes it
em that the forces gathered together
ve some obstruction which directly
dvance become themselves a hind-
Sometimes the
hich fill one generation with en-

) appear as though spent and worn
1

on  we

further movement.

<)

o

ottenbooks.org to read this book in HIGH-QUALITY



HIGH-QUALITY SAMPLE PAGE

THE SCHOOL OF COBDEN 3

Or should we rather trace the reaction to the
temper of the time and the mode of thought
prevailing in the world ? Is it that after the
great| reforming movement of the nineteenth
century a period of lassitude has set in; that
the ideals of the reform era have lost their
efficacy, that its watchwords cease to move,
while|the blank thus left is filled in by shallow
philogophies or sheer materialism ?

The question is the more interesting at the
present time, because of late the ideas of the
reform period have shown signs of revival.
The reaction has gone deep enough to touch,
as 1t were, a quick, and has stung the social
consgience into activity.

It may be that this activity is the beginning
of a new life. Indeed, it is not impossible
that |the year 1903 will be regarded by
higtorians as marking the end, and therefore
also the beginning of an era in political
thought. The sudden attack upon Free Trade
in the middle of the year was hardly more
unexpected than the solid strength of the
defence offered by the established fiscal
system. It might well have been thought
beforehand that Free Trade was destined to

Join www.forgottenbooks.org to read this book in HIGH-QUALITY
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y the way ai pther pglitical reform
]Lad to the same |epoch and r
battom on the pame principles. It
recpgnisefl that | the Liberaljpm of
1\1 2 in a gpate of disintegration.

old |ecry peace, retrenchment and
gfcmp had fgr many yeElrs ceased to

seponsa. | [[he ideal of peace hafl given

to that| qf extended dominioc Re-
jchment imposdible as long [ps new
itoriey w constantly being uired
teined force,|and the demand for
dpmestic [refoym was silenced by the [jmpera-

edpm, |of national rights, of international
| relegated by practical|men to
. of disuped ideas. The whole
: of coanceptions which group themselves
h i i liberty appeared to |be out-
'.1 and unpuited to the needs of alpenera-
!
‘.
|

onr (bant or matertal progress and impatient
noral |restraint. Bpi now in relgtion to
g fiscal gquestion the|discarded idegls have
. pectad vitality while the drift
hing hps also becomeclearer.
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. SCHOOL OF COBDEN 0
ak receivaed a check., |New
arisgn| and energies thapslyimnbered
aen awaliened. It would pecm

The F

forcesd
and &

ns th 1 Free Trade v ujj tand
again that has swept aw any
land litical reforn pnd moral
prog

Co lf would have hel sirange
that rade should remsi iﬁtﬂ only
ahid marument of his work. || We | may
almo ould heve thonght| it| im-
POBS; ree Trade to him |[was no
150la a |but part of 4 ve ﬂ:ﬂjpﬂ.ﬂt
politi Caobden saw polities 25 =
whold |i he parts were wdry| closely
nnited] rade, nom-interferende, o
policy he reduction of drmginents,
ratrang xpenditure, pop ern-
ment me, | self - governmer the
Colonfpa—thess were nof, as h e vad
them) d views any cne of whi night,
be taken pp| or [dizcarded witho cting
the wemainder) |They were st ntee-
dependent| |They were connect rin-
ciple |and| in tical working, ingle
passage will| serve to illustrate oint,

© 2010 Forgatten Bocka  worw. fargattentanks. org




G DEMOCRACY AND REACTION
Cobden| is speakitg of what he has|dgpe for
agricn , bt the passgge is given hepa nok
for thal reason, byt as a ferse apd clear|stabe-
ment of| the main |points ¢f his ¢reed any their
mutual | connectiops. Ingistin thaf had
been constant aim (o reduce the byrdens
falling mpon agricnlture by way of epmpensa-
tion fgr the temporary difficulties whigh he
BAW W e adoption gf Free

Trade,

It wiia with that |view thab [ preferred my pudget,
ted the redhiction of pur amamenE.L; 5 wikh
thet view coopled with higher motivps, thap I have ra.
commenfled nrbitration treatiep, lo re DT HCEBERTY
the wasl| amount of m'n:m.mf’
beiween| |civilised coyntries. (IE is
the viewy| of largely |reducivg the expend] ol tha
Stoate, apd giving velied, aspeﬂ
olasges—ihat I bave| made myseli the objact|of the
sarcasms| of those very partiss, by
|la:=e megtingp. It Is with [that diew| that I
have dirpeted nttentign to ouy Colonfes, shiowlhg how

obden smys—

od ady

you might be crrying out the princi Trade,
give to||the Colonigs aell-govern charpe
them, at|the sotme Home, with ihe exp tHeir owo

gaverntrgot." *
Peady, arbitration, Colanial salf-govertjment,
teduchion of anuaments,| retrepchment] ree
* Spepch nt Leadt:uprin in | The E’a:nhester
School," |by F. W. Hirat, p. 2481,
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This | copfession of fait y| a typical
Cobdenite |js| positive enough |ip ultimate
principle. [The negative|side jappgars in the
conceplion |pf| the means by| yhidh progress
is to he aphpeved, sincl nngrovement was
expected rather from the rempvpl|of barriers
which prantp |individual pnfergripe than from
the positive |interventiop of ||thy State on
behalf of sepial reform. |But| gven here theve
are qualifigations of the| Cobdenipe doctrine
which are too often forgotien.| MNpt only was
Cobder| for| Free Educetiong—a | generabion
shead |of |fhis time—but Be| pwhs uo less
emphatically |for restrigling |the| labour of
childrepn. 'fn child,” | he te to Hunt,
“onght to||be put fe work |1 cotton mill
af all 0 egrly s the age o een years,”
being In this| fully two gengmptjons ahead of
his time. |[These things 2 often {or-
gotten| w Cobden fis ¢yfticieed as an
oppenant he factory |acts.

But [whep pll allowanges gyp moade it must
be adritted that later thinke 1f upd Colbden’s
theory|of the| functions of the|State in indus-
trial mattens [to be negative nsatisfying.
How far there is a real uleaﬁ. e [of prineiple

© 201D Forgatien Bol worw. forgottentronks. org
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16 DEMOCRACY AND REACTION

tion.* You may objep to {he| methods by
which the Empire [wad| buplt [up (but herp it
iz in being—a g eaj fapt, | a||tremendous
responsibility. You cqpld | ngt be quit it
if you wished. Take ifj up then|js the mosb
gacred trust, and do npp lek 3 go in craven
fear of being greaft|”

The nppenl was sedoetiv

iance value, fhat 1s

of the political facts

almost irresistible
might be enkered.
' Liktle Englander]

not conesiat well with

an sccurate view of hi
R We, in gur| Colanial
acquire new territory B.nﬂew

frusters of eivilisation

to

We offer in all these m

tha same opportunities, the s
that we offer io our own
terms. In that policy we sk

nationg, ot [2s5t as they
I beliave, most miskalke
above all, in the inte
administer—all other n
monapoly for their ow

artificial meathods, . . [

Birmingham Chamber of

its

pen fi
e
d alone, be
1
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v tha ptadual extensi

olonies was represente
rough-and-ready Britis
ere wnot |always up-to-
ekilled in| identifying
Fow of th

ull. They
iig, and when
ere nol [lnvanably wrf
specially gkilled in findipg precedeyts

a|voluntary| bond, and p borf the obligatigng pf which
ed.” (M.

npk, we worlld not, etferopl q| hold| them b}£ﬂt L | BT

bave never Qp to the present (tima baen de
(;mmherlni st Rochester, Jully 26, 1904.)
This pringipla is nof tha legs valyable bockned it siabes
EI-:}::inuH}' and io general berms the political c:l Befaipat
the spenker's South African prliay.
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HE IMPER
war| we had no inbentfi hpyi
couytry. aving deoypi
visignally, we were| st]
aunex if, aving anmnex
vincpd that |the whole
from first ta last. Pn
we acted porely on the
peveral oocasion welen
Iand of our|aggressive
the |fiction |still sjlem
naked fact ig that welarg maintain
policy of agmressive| wdrfare on
and pwith great persigtence]and tl
of attempting constantly
to have infroduced a
sophiisticatian, or injone syllable
our politics {rhich ig perh

then the unblushing|depia
than one third of the
HEinpire and pne qu%e of |1
be-eﬂ acquirgd sinece 187
increase datps from | 1884, 4.2, 1
the |period |during |which

hecome a copsciousg in
stanfing the disappointme;




THE IMPERIAL IDEA 3

of the seryice in 1870, before|the pevival
ilrialism began|; in 1895, when ¢&h
Unipnizt Grovernment refurped to gower; i
fore) the [Souik Africa:
War; and in the| present yenr. [The tof
expenditurg of each|yeay is also gigen.

“"ﬁ'ﬁ:ﬂ“ﬁn e T o,
1875 24, 3,605
1895 35, 13,918
1899 44,98 108,150
1904 72,15 146,961

The meaning of | this fable may pe put in
one [sentenpe. Mil{tarismy, baged on|Impenal
isin, has eaten up the natjonal gesonices whiﬂ]t
shoyld hm]:} gone fg improve the conditicn o

the people.
us the peace| promised by Inpperizlisng

* In the eprly part ol 1839 fhie movement|in [avour af
& scheme of| old.oge sim&wna al its Reight. Th
barrgr was want of funda. ¢ cost |of any scheme
* upjversal " |pensions put|at somie {wepty milliong,
snd |t appesred hopelegs Lo I;he.];thliu congent
BO ¥4BL 4D il:Frea.se in ¢xpendifure [or(such in ohjset a

the Dappiness of the aged pogr and the thagrough-goin
veforfe of the poor law! | Yet within the fewr years th
bave| passed,| pearly t.srua the number of |milliong ra-
guirgd have been addefi—for the benpfit of| whom ?
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Freedom haa fared
the |acguisifions above
mgle| one has, as |yet,
. the pase of| the
@ of the mpsi liberally
stered, and| prosperous
world has| been gon-
verted Into g | degolation,[* suhjerted
for the pa;{: t ara fo a despotism as
abscluteg as that pf Russiz., No [Irish Coer-
cion Act has| ¢ proached the arbibpary
powers |take overnment |under |the
Poace Prese rdinance, gpplying to
the Orgnge nd |the Transvaal] by
sted and |imprisqued
without beipg charged
y Which they can be

has not| been [rea
no  betfer. (E-fE

mentiorled, rl
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Oranga |Fres| S
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ords) & eountry ' absolutely
[ Blueboek, Cd. 155.) It| was
the British public thaf the

epnired; but, pnfortungiely,
iom| of Itz admigisiration, the
B¢ was hopdlessly out of
pf the damnge,
of the Ordinenee run ss
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t Clanges 10
followe ;—

10. It shall be |lawful (for ey Magistinte, Assiptant
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IMPERIAL |IDEA A9
are juatiﬁed’T:r ritish|[Minjsters| gnd pfficials
with loose tilkl-at ond time of fhe **|dignity
of labour,” [which thj colpured |1mman nust
the In.ppiust. aygury for the (luive|ef Agsialia) Butin

)

somg guarters it would almdst seefr {o Bo[nesumed that
the Coloniel capitalist may Ha of right demand| facilitics
for [ha supply|of |checp egloured lahogr| in the lump
from the Soverhment, and [gne reads dlséussigns o= Lo
ibe Jaiv distribption and opjportiopment (ol such labour,
precisely o= thpgh the map were chatiels.
ter the wal, Rand Grat of
socured the re-imposition of the poll thx on natives.

:

&

tHe ming-gwners| of L
ntion, 3% svoped Ly fhoir jritnesses
opmizsion|in 1897, was 1o coppel the
nolive to come (ipto|the mings, anf neithey Biy Godiwey

Lagden nor [grd |Afilner pould [see ‘/thet & is any
+ paybicolar bagdehip® that the blpck Ialigu should
ba work by (the [necessity
Lheil toax e Haffirs

puse | they |did ngt chaose
a3 [ we w ab length
from the | Cape Governmert's vepgrt (published

sohjucted to
death-rete |of 71 per 1,000

could
is that of [ree fWworkmen.
ot sajizfied |with the
g their net|proposal wos
ad in wvwn that

Cﬂi‘fﬂr lish| miners},
hat ghe Ikaffirs of %l:a Rand
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f

white iz justified in| feeling; at ancther g
the nesd pf |some ¢ stimplys ™ o labgur, as
though|there |wene an

[t

negesgary pr justifiabl
stimulus beylongl the desire tb
patisly maturzl wants|by earning [a faiy wag
under hes thIr
BReferenge to South| Afrjen) has |been |nece
sary bdeause| 1t |is the lpading jcase pf th
metljod, Lgre jhe contras
tend
glv

r

than the f¢riper, jand more gownpletely jn th
hands of the capitalists, was to

such & syste not calle
a system |of free| Inbgur. i$ oge of those asystem
perizkieglo! slavery, which,|in supeedsive Qonventions, w
explicitly for ntrodce i—

“ The Hauth Africgn Hepublid repews {he declaration
in tHe Conl
vention of Pretolia, fhat ¥ cor |apprenticeship
partaking| of dlavpry Wwill be{tolerpted by the Govarnmeng
ol the saifl Republic.’T (Cqnvention of Lgndon, 1854.)
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THE IMPERIAL IDEA 49

Qur “ unpraj bserver’ wes one of those
+and they ny—who, Heenly desirous
gf social elieved that the vigorous

pf | the Statsl in domestic
well wit‘h a8 similar

ivity abrond, (he bag long
‘ The |dream

ratip effort at home. The worst
tain power by
igin complica-
urabie as ever to|public
to rola others
t on the liberties (of the

mperialisin hag, in fact,
urprises which play| ducks
litical prophecy. | Both
arld | enemies pf denjocracy
e belief that when the|people
here would be & time of
lomeshic change combined
with peage abroad—for

o
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DEMOCRACY| AND REACTION

ion—+-such werg the| questipns in| which the
minds were absorbed | and whiekh they
HEIE& would pecupy the Iming generation.

e light of the |past ten years the ba
tement rerdp like a sa
hyman efort.
social pr ::grasf we havae had ou} of the
the Nineties|the partial
item—eompensation  for

to lIaJmme which we
in finance,| reviving |a

re on | the vamfy

fylfiljnent of pone
induogtrial acecident
ve| had & repetio
lgnd | of class| lagiklation | suppased| to
inget, and a still more serious |reaciion i
eflucptional palicy, [threcteming the |definite
reinsfatement of clerical eqntrol. | Lastly,
Ttﬂﬂme of fwo generabions of tanjp

r{ we heve [a measure Aimed notlat sup-
ng the tpmplations dripk, |but &t
suppyessing flhlose |magistyates |who, wi
stanly powers, | have done what ip them 1
olitigete the avjl, and | enlrepching the
publip-house behind | the impregnablel barniar
o cqdmpensation. With this latept affort i
gpcial legislaticn the turning of the tables {s
L d completa.

Hgre again |it iz not merely| thpi ris-
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same lines of causal
s that Iine
have seen
emn, they (have begun

hey have come to

lise that the||name|stands, noff for love of

e Empire, bu ust of Empirs, not
for the noble copstitutiqnal fabric | built up by
British|energy and remnodelled by|the spirit of
British liherty]ﬂ jrdpaling, but for the
dream of conques vanity of racial domi-
ngtion, and the o commercial gain.
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THE INTELUECTUAL REACTION 3

the| | banquet of civilisation. In =a|word| it
governing | principle was [to deemh those thin
best| which do b to| expanf and funthe
hurgan life and happindss, and thgse thing
worst which do mast £ corrupt agd destro
thep. movement pf which | th
ad dreamft, (but |for whic
it tas inadequalely eqpipped.| The meh o
ninetgenth gentury| knew | moge of |hist
the |complaxity|of s¢cial
cauge and eifect| than their intellgetual |for;
They were |aware that|a Hew Jeru;
built in e| day, Never;
pogsible A progressiv
iation| of an ideal which |eou j

It was

Th.
tur

ratictalism which, [n the (previons ten:
hed been Ukopian, |became in fact spber
and (more prosaid, hut p anﬁiﬂaﬁ

sive,| The| ¢ ides
and| |abstract, bot the men of |the |period in
queskion spughl ih yery warious|wa
deufjt with the ugual anjount of mutual mis.
understanding and| conflict, o
congrele meaning and practical apgiication.
funanitarianigm| is |now Hismissed | a
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THE NTELLEETUAT REACTION
or

intensely orcupied my thpughts,|or|constituted the -I-
of my labours; and thqugh I |mby bosst of hoyiog
puceeeded in ishing man warks . :

k [io with the gre :I
imz the Brazilian --
tnE into operation |t
{ Life,” ii. p. 263.]

, would [Palmerston havy
inge’'s despabches
from East Africa with its cpntemptuous re
ences to thd “ anti-slavery faption ' ?  Thipt
years ago the woole Empirg vas anti-slay
Now, far frgim putting it gopvn, we have|o
more then one occagipn suffeded the introdpdl

on the slave
prevailing,
gseems to bg that the black or the yel
man must ] eal of pn malt for
racial inferiprity. The white man is Ihg
stronger, ar sbtrgng are fhe eaft
and the fru f|the bhlack ma
owns lend and lives on its| produce, ha| i
an idler. Hjs ** manifest desfiny " is to asgi
in the development|of geld mines for 1
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operative sogietiez have| not

the 1] ount | of

cou have been| the

trib over| widey| and

0Old 1 whi still rement

tion fortigs look pn th

of their clags as| a paradise ||

Alo this| social| progre

politi ievanges have

Though neither |religicus n

social| nor eponcmic inegualifi

do ith,| yet their

lightehed and so irregularly di

of §hem preds on| any pdrt of

with such weighy as tg produge gre

tair idedpread enthupi

T he pressurg for |further reiprm
ANH who would mogt |@irectly gain
by kened.

L thet hand| whdle |classes have
been won over definitely to khe side ¢f [the
estfb ished ¢rderl The| great middle| class,
in %biuula, which seyenty| years ago (was
kngeking at fhe gates of | politipal eniragchise-
mept) now finds pll the (prizeg gnd priyileges
of public life opgn to ifs soms,|/the ablesi of
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THE INTHLLECTUAL
whoin crowd intp|the publi¢
and abroad. If|this fa
general, it fosteys Im

as was seen by {lobden
when he wrote 1

KACTION {
vices at Lom
onservalism i
] in|particolar
fifty| years ago

“ * Nowhere has §
#han in Seotland, an
your heads ere mo
which iz almost a p
tha system of our
prefifeble to tha mi
who have had mo
its patronage. T
strong in your pard
it, p. 144.)

ous-1+first beozus
even the Engliszh
Ia; and, secondl

litaxy rule i o hap boen widal
assed in Scoblend)

E
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E
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3
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thy is very
lgy's * Cobden,

“ This would hpt have paened opt of placs
if written in lgﬂf. But as and is trug
of Beotland in pafticular|i of fhe middle
classes generzlly.| Peo muych of the
decay of Liberzlism, an it, s 15 thel
wont, to this or|that cayuse, but i:l:uj
great backward gwing o porollghs since
1868 is unmistE able, main cause
15 that Liberal ha e ik§ work sd
thorcughly. The great | midale |class has
become conten with| t, and is fa

more moved by iis fear of Boclalism than b
6

=y
=
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G DEMOCRACY AND
any| desire for further instti
In the old days it waz o
ﬂil’jﬂ, gnd thus naturally
now it is sufficiently insi
of wa:rmth, and has mian
widening of the circle than to hope
moxe equel distribuion
within it. In parficular i
given it towards Tinperial
in its capacity of respecta
to put out into the warlg
teade to develop, of missi
te push, above all of inves
seek higher inberest than
home. The true leaders
gre| the fipanciers, who
get| more than 3 per cent on
ments, and as long as a
Gemmpan, Aryan or Semifg, will sl
thig, and throw an occcasi
church or chapel, he may

righstic biae, has, for political
reasons, taken a shrong
clags, which a generaticn




THE INTELLECTUAL
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s INTELLECTYAL REACTION Tl
opinion ready on his lips, wl
e less ponfiflent, because all
which it is founded may be ew
e next report)| that he hears.

-stree} it the|jman in a hurry;
s not pime |fo think and will
ouble to do dgp if he has the &
faithful peflex|of the popular s
and the |shouting| newdgboy. His chai
and the tphne whigh he|gives to our p
dizcussions resemble meqre the character
tone whigh the proud [pnd slow-going
Bull of old days wqs womt to atéribute t
volatile amd emotienal peighbours whe

revolutions and cut offfthe heads of k
while he wal priding himself | on
the slow rly march of reform. | [To
this new||jpablic opiniofl of the sireets
the tramenrs it is|useldss to appesl in t
of reason|t it bes| not |fime to put the|fwo
ends of an argument tggether; it has ha
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T’AEY TD REACGTION
counferpdise t9 those crude

ines |of physical |forde which we shall
ated withl the ilosophy pf

in thg mpin, idealistic

swelle current of retip-

t is| ibself, In fpct, gne expressign
of the genera] reactjon |agaiyst) the plain,

iongliskic ay noking at life
problems. velly ingéitution and
is | for it|alike a [inpnifestatipn
principle, ug icr eveny-

an ioner re spirityal
Henae, rod stupid

held with|e refingd apd gn-
egning, kunowr
heih, a cpnvgni
highly-rarefied anding, huk
learn from
to flegenemte |into | charlatanism.
hs sparcely |too o say bhaf
t idealismn gn &) in general

mejoly to| sep intellectual apd
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erity, fo |exe in thegir
I for professin which pon
ing |ordinanily to them
t hold, to |sof dges of jall




50

progres

barbar
The

surfaca

CY AND REACTIO
sting after the delights of

ents has appeared on the
these philosophi¢ doubts
of humanitgri uty. Hegeltanism had its

political |s in Bismarck, and| Hegel's
teachin roin that subtler jnfluence
upon ich 1 have atbempted to
charac a distinet bearimg upon
politic which was upon the whole
reactionary him, the ideals| of the
eightee enfinry on which, say whal we mey,
politic m is founded, were merely a
phasa ive movement of thought,
a phas higher synthesis was defi-

nitely ome. They belonged tc the
kind o} pat m with which Hegel had
no synipad ipg convinced that| he had
found guf (5 excellent way. 1y place of
the right individual Hegel| set the

im the Btate waz not fo
ut was an end jn itself.
e the Church, noreven to
the Church: on gkhe con-
tn State was Lol be the
gious as well as{ secular

trary,
fountai
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'‘RACY AND REACTION
pport of the reachion hes bheen
enlistic philogophy nor the |in-
by contemporary evenfs, |but

seeing any| mm-

 giving to them that bave,and
them that have nof, thet| the
s and the rage improves.
e that human progress geppnds
s which condition all biplogical
g in fact been|the primaxy intel-
e of the reactjon. Jush |as| the

s
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THE INTELLECTTAL REACTION a7
these principles cease tp apply] If it |is the
budiness of the individ\fa.l e &|loyal and
lawtabiding pubject of |the State, |it I the
buginess of the State merely po |advinoee jiself
and trample| down all | wlo| erose | its| path.
The rule of [right, it appekrs, stops sHort ab
the frontier. | It hardly see pead arguing
thal this is not in the|end |a [tenable| yiew.
It |s safe ito|say that the uct pf o Btabe
and its exteynal relatigns |must reacl upon
its [infernal T}‘:a.muter, nd negption| of a
principle in| one relation popst |affgep its
suthority in|others, If the| morality [which
apglics to individoals doe :Lﬂ.p ly o the
State, why does it apply y dther [asso-

ion-—a family, a chjurch,| a| trafle ynion ?

if it does not appl ch nsBocipkions,

if those|who act fgr thgm|zve|nolj to be

morally accountable, there 1s end

to [the ethical basis of thaf wery social prder
which was admitted fo| be| decessapy.”

ot only |the central ¢ r:tFpt.i[m f| the

biglozical theory of society its|secondary

and consequential doctrings, have| mi :E:a.te&

“‘NI tecur o thiz particufer sspec} of phe fuesiion

belgw, Chap. vl
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THE INTELLECTOAL |REACTIO]
the|biological ¢onditions of T;t_',r has natu-
rally been agspeiated |with| |a | bias lnwards
congervatism
onversel e doctrine |di| |equaliby is a
nafhral basis for social and| pplitical [reform.
As |a mattey of fact
toughed by biglogical
apeble of heing s

89

T4

L
o
] &

trine (15 nol
No doubl ib
form which
lbtes of 1man-
just, jt must
mitted that such |state ks have more
been put into the mppths of the up-

ts, who

res differdences in

bave wished| tp put {he thepry in & forin
whigh it wag easy to ponfuferbut, howsver
perverted, the| doctrine o lm.iiii lends
itself naturally bo deoetrines gf|sgeial, dational,
sexnal and racjal justipe. neh dpetrines
the [fundamental fact apout phe| human being

hat be (is| 2 human being aitd enjoys

aceordingly cerfain fu rightz. The
annpuncement [of this the modern
world amonited to a Ljun, begause it

found socicty based on distinetions of class,
of sex and Iour, which| {iplied a denial
of these fundamental |r Now the bio-
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THE INTELLECTUAL REAQDTIOXN
that| the institutions for which the white
h::l fitted himeelf, being the resuli of
evolpbion, are not fitted for the black,
that| we should accordingly in fealing
him| adapt our own institgtions fo b
tomed environment. Seieytific a
it means in praciice that when &l
comps inko contact with [lower
he|dhould lower himself tp thai:
black man, for example, (18 ace
slavery, and the only conclusion
meut is that the white man maq
gerve this institution for the co
flaw in this srgumnent|is firgt thit if lay
T an inequality of endowmepts
therefromn to a denial of
:qndly, those who use| it

[

to thte question of slavery 4s a tegt, the Kaf
is affer ell a human being, if an|infari
whe his case is enguired ipto dis
it gepras that 1 relation tp laboyr
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EVDLUTION AND| SOCIOLGAY m
which the| merve studeyt of Eﬂj
yield.
That the|biologist shonld have nd standard
of valpe ia perfectly nabuml. He ip ponceyned
with| life, with structyre| and funecfion, with
organpsptiop i all its| fopms. He fraces|the
evolution af'the gimpler [into the |[hore gom-
plex, pf the general inko [the special, without
asking or needing to ask whether oge forme is
highar or lower than pnpther. Buat he does
make|one general assuuption. one form
supersedes |another it i pecause 1Y is bebber
to|the conditipng of existehce. [The
osautus or the|d¢do have |died |out
paratively| ll-adapted
themsalves.| They mede rpom
for creaturgs better orghnised for thelt suprpme
nd the saie process it|ip assumed
human sopiefy. The| fll-adapted

ety rust

5q far wp are ou firm ground, but| & danger
ariseg| wheh fitness to survive ig|taken as
evidence of supeniority|in|cther reE cts, | As
long |45 we think of life dnly as a;ntnd thare
can pe no question of apry pther king |of fitness,
and this is precisely the Hiologics]l view. [Bui
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IMOCRACY AND REACTION
at ia not ¢onsistent is the gr
mits considerations of jupti
refuses fo apply [them. “We

r to have started, pubt baving starte
ot go back., Qur| prestige is involy

the movel desire. They ab least are |coo-
sistent; |[they will gain their ends ireppac-
tively of |all |other considerations, and |frgm
theil congistency those/ who hold by natyonal

“’1 learn a lesgon. Those whg qry
‘““Tnevitalle | and “ Tpo late™ will always
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132 DEMOCRACY AND REACTIO
contypdiction; lay, for | morally spgaking | a
rightl| dan be nothing except what the mIml
consfiqueness mpkes 1t nor can it have any
effect| excepll i po far 115 it is recoguised| by
otherg [than (the [individhal wha lays| claimg [to
it. pwever, the individual, being eonceippd
by a uphﬂlfﬂrﬁ of the sociel gonfract theory
to be (clothed with cerfain onginpl rights,
was hgld to|parh with ¢ertzin [of these rights
in ofder to [eake a coptract with |other |in-
dividnals similarly situated, and form togefher
with Ihem a golitical | soctety for| comnnn
defeqice and|mupral help.

The | Tory,| the| Whig, and the Revolutionjst
natua ly di_TerEE greally in pheir |views| [as
to ta natute of this jluntrnc and| the Hind
of rights whick| the individudl was keld| [to
resenpg in making it, but fuy ﬂmne ]
poinfl of view i common to fhem [al % e
rights (of man pre something ab lute a
fixed] [a rempainder that is left out of (the
origimal stopk ¢f human nafure piter [the
ﬂad ong |naceseary |for concluding (the
socig] ponfrdet.

Agrording| to| this ¢onception, then, |the
welfqra of speieby musi be made fo acepm-
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THE USEFUL AND THE RIGET If

the broad conditions ppon vhich| that welfa
depgnds, he finds it precis¢ly in the iai
tenance of these rights, vhich the lgtt
schgol hold to be [the gjft r.:jE naturl

man, but which are |in reality phe late|a
quisttions of a slow and paipful developme
Tredting the full developmpnt of humanit
the |unfolding of the powgrs of mind, |tl
coming to itself of | the Ernummn spirit
the |final cause of life, the ultihate aim
actigon, and the eangn by |which right |a
wrong are to be jddged,| the |evolutigni
estithates institutions by pheir | bearing
this | supreme end. | For [him,| though
rights or duties are |*‘natqral”| in the|o
sense, Yeh some ave furdmn-snta]—tj

j

namely, which e finds to be petmanent |jan;
necesary conditions| of the free, on
movement of the human spirit,
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CHAPTER VI
THE IDEAY OF LIBERALISM

WE ave seen that af scientifiq theory of
vplukion ) stiﬁ;:]s, as against|| the

reed of| |force, fundamental| i1ded of
ha mo Erﬂ demadgcratic mm'emlEnt — the
pplicationy of ethigal principles polifical
elations, |It remains, hgwever, tq ask |how
he politigcal ideas| thus| engendgred [have
ared in tie licht af expevience, perticularly
f our recent Britiph Exieﬁenc& We (may

egin with|the distinctive [idens of Liberalism.

hese jdeds have possed |through the ordeal

f o ve eiinuar_-,r period. | Have they gome

ut of ib [unscethed? Popular sovereignty

or instance was an artjele of the Liperal
reed. Put into practice, popalar soverejguty

ag not Iﬁen very| kind| o Liberals, gor—

hick is| more f{o pthe point for ps—hps it

138
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142 REACTION

of trul Tiuns; but the cpn-
clusior] s| would not be war-
like—if state iversal rule—mpsk
cartai ejl shattered illusions.
Here distinguish. ew
people 11 when the reality
of wa them. But whet
those most in it 15 ot
the fig & fo every mgle
animal, buf eircumstances and
conseqencgs of the|fighting—the pestilence
and famine| the blagkehed ruins and starv-
ing children. | The |pdpular parties of the

Continent cpposed |npt only to war
to wilicarism, Becanse nlilitarism cotes home
to them in [their own p
homes,| But suppos
from 4ll spech ¢
service, and| frgm all
the natural love of
with np salutary groungs| oi caution to hold
it in dheck| Many |pepple in this countiry

e hgw upder the| ipnpresgion that
now what| war means
een their driends and pelations, young mpn
[ the | appropriate age|for military servige,
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THE IDEAS OF |[LIBERALISM 143

r ([when fathers| are
nd business men

b whr means. |Suppose he had seen his
' ruined and |bg
mory end |trafitidn the contindnial
cies have [somp |knowledge of
J of war, and| |it|is no mattery for
if they are| less eager for war
rlish demodra -Iﬁich has no such
ditiop and feelg ikseif| seoured from all
| dapger by the ovwerwhelming strepgth
its feet.
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th EMOocracy can
jccass to small Stat
tione (ipevitably tend,
ltfar form, to the |reality o
espptism ? Some
example, have thonght so
vrofe about a democrady tha
was pot. He h
uplon except |the| somewhat
the ancient world| a
n‘i [taly and S
nge (the | world has
enfi of demunmﬂy tried upo

ot perhaps

shouifll begin by rgcognisin
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opgh (allied in id
‘{:1 together in practice.
its mogt obwpoys meaning, demoeragy i
i participation pf the mass of
publiz| life of the | commoni
a mqgst nearly realised, perhaps
issﬂn‘lh 'Es and larg ipulm-
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AND| REACT]ON
the whole pody are alike threatened, law
ing thelorgan of tmja [ibprty. I} has|somet
times been hald that| demperacy would |be no
sa hostile t9p persgual [iberty fkhan | other
forms of govemument.| It is true, dnd we hav

gpen it, that ¢ s may be az antagonisti
pEerso ] as the iclassgs.
ol may|disperse a 16| meeting as well a

n equally effectiv
ingtrument of nfive vergen
ot if i t the |[demgerati
inciple |can liberty thiz is
lacy, fgr 3t is full publicaty and free dizcus
gjon that jare t 5 of | democratic gpvern
ent, ang if |it suppresses them|demoperac
eprives [iksel] of tHe means of | forahing
idginent| on 1 affajrs.
Given these condifions| on the one| han
& recog hizsed
akes, on the other hand perfect|iree

nct n

of interests| Bu
to be noted. | Wit
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THE IDEAS OF LIBERALISM
corhe inte | play which $hreaten, ji
disrupt the democratic | Siate, at| le
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14 DEMOCRAGY
woilld at l3rge, hasi '
of ljberally}minded

kind has ghood f
gerike thaf it th
crapchment, but |also snse  thatb
it |has intaine a com-
wypity to| work ont i nfion in its
way. | A nation|has an individuality, and
g doctrine that 1
wa -hemg is righ

ly in the
nous en-

within it, |which will probably scoper or later
cu Aict with ik, th ' atepinl eonford
of|[which {t is the . (ganisation
ig orth much, but{the nmst perfect v e-::l.mmca[
organisatipn is some 1
i mﬁﬁt{ on the|spontaneous cotoperation of

arts whidh presery
e teachipg of our recent history
appears t¢ be not PHat the older Liberalism is
«“played dus,” but|that the several ¢lements of
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166 EMGQCRACY AND REACTION
or agdingh them, (then, we may fairly conclude
that [the iddas ||of democratic pgvernment,
persogal | liberty, |the s pramaﬁyf of law us
ngaingt u,rhitmr_L' mle, national | mighks, the
wrongfulhess (of | pggression, recigl|and class
equality are i pripeiple EILIE]. in progfice jclosely
inter nvIn. They form pn ethica] Wwhals, and
by their| application fo| social fgng political
affairs hymanity tnade the great ptridg which
separdtes the nineteenth century |fr the
eight anﬂh o|/part of this whgle pan be
abandongd in pripciple without ipjury/to the
remeinder EIE attempt to dl['r o has led
to the r B.-E-tl[ﬂ pf the last twengy yemrs, by
whic].:le thte winnjngs of | cur civjlisation are
threatened.
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THE LIMITATIONS OF DEMOCRAGY 103
for thinking that it wduld| be correctefl| by o
govermnent of seiec Belliol men.| | The
corruption has, in |fact, spread from |gbove
downwards, All clases alike give to
Jingn:lm, and shut|thdir ears to reaggn and
humanity ; but the|initiative comes frgmp the
world pf high finance|gr of high offi¢ipidom.
In * sdciety " and amgng the educated jmiddle
clags the applause js [universal. Am the
working classes it i s 0. The pytjzans
and labourers have fajled to check the| great
interesps which are for||ever |drogging tion
into s¢chemes of aggrgssion. That ig ja| dis-
appointmens, but it would be a nusiske to
attribute to their e t‘IL' info public life| the
positive debasement ¢ff the moral & [lﬂﬂ.rl.']
which |bas coincide ith| it. Therg|ip no
renson (to think tha should geb hEbt.er
standard from a wor trieted suffrage
"Thug, fivst, it is npt @Aeinderatic self-govern-
menf |but democera mperialis that
* eontradicts itself,’ spcondly it| is| not
the popular element| iy jour] constitutipn |that
is pritnarily respensiblg| for Tmperialis The
ouly illusion that is destroypd is the befietf, if
it ever| was definitely| (held, that a| people
© 2010 Forgotten Boaks
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i2 DEMOQRACY AND READTION
vourite explanation was that gnlpss a ppliey
{ " never again™ were * seer |tHrough,' bi

pposing |State) even if at preT t jinpotent,

ight e day be in a posifion to injupe

em. Ip the||same conversatjon Confycivs

es on te shoy, in true Shakespearion spiri,

thal domestiq|| misgovernment| i& the |frue

eeasion of thape foreign advenfures, ’I‘Eesa
8

re matters in |which the worid |changes wery
little.

# There ale ing | e, wrote Denthpm|* * in whigh
ministers IT“ begn punished for making peac £ra

BFe Nona w
:‘I;hringing dbion into war, and if [punishment b

sach an oocasion (it [would
fqr the mischi te fo the foreign natign put pure
ttﬂ misuhi it tpan thelr own ;| net for th

The conditions of |the psendg-
piptriotis igh consists in hosgiiity to opher
n[:tinna % munant- snd unjvgrsgl. [Th
form in which i nppears varies i nuuﬂrﬂmcﬁ

with varyin ditions of nationsl| life,
We in |England, through loyg |immunity,
had becorne whplly ignorant of jhe nature gf
the pnssiops raiged by war. Hi does|nat,

* Plan for Universal Peace, * Workgq" il p. 555.

11"}

o 20D anuﬂm" n-u*II.i wwnl"l"'m'l,llﬂ'hmhunl:.nq



74 DEMOCRXCY AND REALCTION
e's voice in opposition|to
bat I made up my mind| th

life, should a war agaip b
d a Great Powler, wuu]&
e time

subject [rom
To go back fupther than Cobden, here s
Bentham’s description of popular patriptism,
nd le} the reader|] jhdge whether it needs ttfl
modified for nse i

elpssness of relsio
bop it has ooge b

t |betwean England
en ray moukh upon Lt.h
n|was Sred until th

b= )

The voice of the malion pn these pubjects
laoked for in the npwEpapers. But pn thesa gubj
e language of all ewfﬁpapars is uniform: * Tt i
at| are always in the |right, withoul a possilili
ing otherwise. Agaipst ns other mations
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176 DEMI[! CY AND REACTION
callpusness oytragequs apts done (ih the
British 1mmeht:l game|farocity of vindjetive-
nesy fed by e ggencles “Ym:J must
nob|disguise frgm |yoprself,” he writes in|1847,
“that the evil has it rdots i1] the pugnhpious,
enefgetic, selfisdflicient, fo igner-de:Eising
and| pitying charhcter pf that noble jnsular
creqture John (Bull.”

Cleaxly Jo wag no lgss warlike in the
fortijes than owy{ no less convirged of
the |necessar ofl his own cause,|or of
the sarvice v ¢ rendered bumanity by
cﬂutescmldin nquer and to rule it | Nor
wheh incidents rred to throw a very ugly
light on those |ciyilising inflpences of |which
he was wont E whs he (s whil the|more
inclined to 1 the fruth about Linself
and |bis agen e regeived the ac t of
the |things d his| name with thd |same
callgus indiffer bich is| faniliar [to us.
Cobden write 16849 precisely as any| mnan
of his views t havp written on tf enty
different occesions in| the last dozen j.l'ﬂﬂ.t"I -

« It sbocks me to think what fiegdish atroeities may
be committed h]rob gllsh prmg without rousing £;.r COn-
scicobious resistapde ab home | provided they be pnly far
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CHAPTER VIII

EXTERNATIONAL RIGHT
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196 DEMOCRACQY AND REACTION
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£28 DEMICRACY AND REACTION
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6. “|Helimion declaned to be a prvate| matiter] N
public finds to be applied to emleainst-inn“ nd religion
purposHs.”

7. "Boeularisation of the schoolz. OQbligstory atiand-
anee &}l [the pablic pepple’s schools.™

ith [urther provisions for free ediention)

8. * Administration ol justice and ] tﬂ\riuu o be
free.”

{Elegkive judges, ctiminsl appeal, abolition of |2eaty
penalty| %e)

8. " Medical treabment, including midwjjfery and the
maans | healing, I-.:::BEB irse. Fras burigl[”

10. 7|Prograssive [Income and Progerty xes,’
aradus sugecssion |duty ; ' Abolition 1:111 ?%irucl
taxes, |epstoms, and |other finaneizl measure hich
sacrificd| the colisctive inferest to the [iteregt| of o
privile minoriky."

Thepe follow demands for—

{1) 'f|MNetiocal and {nternational proteclive legidlation
for workmen " on the following basis . —

fa) eight-hour day.

{b) ‘| [Prebibition of | money-making labdug of phildren
under fgurtesn years.|®

{c) '{[Prohibition of| night-work, r.rcepﬂﬂ E.mi Tdis,"

{d) 'f|Thirty-six bhoyrs' unbroken rest i eve eak."]

{a) 7[Prohibition of| tha truck system.']

2. » Bupervision of [all industrisl astahfishmehts , . |
by an [Ioperial labour department.”™

3. gricutiural labourers and servanty jo ba placed
on the||same foofing (a8 industrial warlm; Ihﬂlitinn
of serwants’ regulations.”

© 2010 Forgatten Bocks worw. fargattenanks. org
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4. “Th

gure footi
&. * Underfakin eptive working-men's| ingur-

ght| of combinatioe to |be placed on a

wnce by § b th [effective cowperation |of the
workmenp s ddministrafion’ *

The ; bepal, imbyed with the
urrent gonception pf Boeialism| will, I think,
bserve with sprprige that out of the first ten
eads, BEVED xpressions of viewd not
erhaps iberols, but certainly

closel i with the clfler generation
I Liberpl hose supposed fo be
ainted .

The ontain proposals which
ay, or racticable, but certainly
mply 4 ignary attack| on property.
ha ten I partly jof proposals
enliged i Buydget of 1804, partly of

deas sh any Englien Liberals as
ssibilities fgr a fuipre Budget, and partly
f o defenpe Trade. |There [wllow
ve heads |of g for indnstrizl legisla-

® I hpvd tgken the above from Mr. Thomas Kickup's
* History of Snrc liam {'—n judicions fecount in| which
he better alism is eifjed out frhm its
sbravagan nd of sympathbetic criticiem
eminen d (=0 rare.

o 20D Fnr'uﬂmlﬂn-uh w::rw'l"'m‘pl'hmhunl:.nq
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LIBERALISM AND S00IATLISM

throned them, WT do nof find &hefr
force| fmpaired. |On the | contrary,| w
enableq by a partizl expjerience tp .
better how much | we should lose| by
cardipg them for|gver. e have seen
these igeals are papularly gegarded as having
been | eploded by| pvolutignary sctence,
we have seen also|upon dpeper examin
that [that theory| of evolulion which
suppgsgd fo undermine ifem proves
their| mhost effect{ge philgsophien! |suppart
The humanitarian|ifeal is jo mere senti
tality, mhich a just conception of the
which |mould society is bpund to |desgtrpy
On thelcontrary, ib|is the legitimate [pro
and highest product, |of healthy erola-
tiopary| growth. | A truey, becan
complefe, science |of svolofion, justifie
rule |of rvight nq |lesz cdrbainly than
inndeqyate sciencp| of evdlution zppears [to
justify [the rule of |force.

Noy,| upon examination| have w
any depp or abidiug confljet between
two bhranches of the humanitarian mpve
whi re frequently confrasted u

of Liberalism an

Iﬁﬂr
Socialism,

o I[II[I Forgotien Bn-u*u.li
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242 DEMOCRACY| AND REACTION
the | contrary, we find |reason Jor
that in ultimate pyneiple both |th
are |at one, and that they have ¢
conflict only in so| iar| as the

exagoeratipn or omission upon |on
uzpoh the| other in| th¢ way in w
permanent and fundamental condit
humen prpgress haye bpen condeived.
guegess of future resistinee fo the

the | possibility of a return tut

progress, |must de

has al of the d
State is intrinsically gound and
to the ontard movarment of weste
tiog--upon fhe other Rand, the Lar
prove that t.ha,t. ideal will nut &

the|part of its supporters. Self—gnv
ot in| iteelf a |[zolpfion of |all
aocigl difficulifes. | I i3 (ak
menf with which men who
the| ideal |of social |justice and hum
gregs can | work, but when fhose ide

ﬂl.![ll[l Forgotien Blli-uh o
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