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Translator's Preface 

Nietzsche was controversial to the marrow. He sought contro
versy and is still controversiaL But the area of agreement about 
him is growing. What the Germans and the French have known 
tor some time is gradually being recognized in the English-speaking 
world aSHweU: Nietzsche was one of the greatest GetmaD writers 
and philosophers of all time and one of the most interesthtg and 
influential Buropeans of the nineteenth century. Beyond Good and 
Evil is one of his most important books, and its nine parts with 
their descriptive subtitles are designed to give the reader a compre
hensiveidea of Nietzsche's thought and style. 

For aU that. the book, like all of Nietzsche'. best volumes, Is 
easUy misunderstood. For readers who come to it with no previous 
Jmo\Vledgo of Nietzsche or with erroneous preconceptions about 
him, I have ventured to offer something of a commentary til the 
form of copious footnotes. All of the footnote, ar. mine; none are 
NletZJch,J,. 

I have chosen to use notes for elucidation of major and minor 
points in the text rather than a long introduction or interlarded 
commentaries because such notes caD provide immediato clarifica
tion or interpretation for the reader who requires such assistance. 
On the other hand, the reader can skip the notes if he wishes, and 
read Nietzsche straight through without the intrusion of the editor1• 
commentaries. 

Another possibility would have been to offer the commentary 
on facing pages, as I myself have done, in the case of Hegel's long 
Preface to the Phenomenology. But Nietzsche's book is not that diffi. 
cult: one can read it like an ordinary book, and many pages re
quire no elucidation. Everything considered, then, it seemed best 
to offer the commentary in the form of notes-none on some pases. 
several on others. 

To keep down the length of the commentary and to avoid 
excessive repetition of materia) available elsewhere, I havo referred 
to detai1ed discussion of many points in my own NietDche volume. 
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A word about the text: it was originally published in 1886, fol
lowing Thus Spoke Zarathustra, which is genera1ty and rightly re
garded as Nietzsche's first.attempt to present his wholo philosophy. 
AU of his previous works had been stages in his development: with 
Zarathustra the final phase begins; a comprehensive vision has been 
attained but is far from easy to communicate. Zarathustra, though 
much of the work consists of apparently direct preaching, is a form 
of "indirect communication." ~ use Kierkegaard's term: the form 
is literary and there is an abundance of symbolism. For those who 
know the author well, the book is a-stunning epi,tomeof his thought; 
for those who do not, some other approach is needed. It was with 
this in mind that Nietzsche wrote Beyond Good and Evil. And on 
September 22. 1886, he wrote Jacob Burckhardt: "Please read this 
book (although it says the same things as my Zarathustra, but dif
ferently, very differently-).tt 

The first edition was the only one that Nietzsche himself super
vised. In a letter to his friend Franz Overbeck, he wrote: "I am 
making the experiment of having something publisbed at my ex
pense: assuming 300 copies will be sold, my expenses will becov
ered and 1 might be able to repeat the experiment some time. The 
firm of C. G" Naumann permits the use of its highly respectable 
name. This between us.· The neglect by Schm.l was monstrous: for 
ten years now no copies distributed to bookstores; neither any re
view copies • • « no promotion-in short, my writings beginning 
with Human. AIl-Too .. Human are 'anecdota: Of Zarathustra 60-70 
copies each2 have been sold, etc., etc."a 

1 Ernst Schmeitzner had been Nietzsche's publisher. 
J The reference is to the first three parts. published separately in 1883 and 
1884. Of Part Four. only forty copies had been printed privately. and only , 
seven were distributed among friends. 
:& Written from Sils Maria. summer 1886; Number 255 in Frledrlcl. Nle,:.
Iches Brlefwechsel mit Franz Ovtrbeck (Friedrich Nietzsch'C':i correspond. 
ence with Franz Overbeck), Leipzig, 1916, p. 341. 
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The book of which Nietzsche had hoped to sen 300 copies was 
Beyond Good and Evil, but a year later, lune 8, 1887, he writes 
Peter Gast: c'This time, for Bey. G. b E., everything necessary (and 
even a little more than that) has been done as far as the book trado 
Is concem.ed: so Herr Schmeitzner cannot be blamed any morc. as 
I had done so far. In ,pite 0/ allthlr-the result is the same as with 
Schmeitzner: rather, it is still worsel Altogether only 114 copies 
have been sold (while 66 copies ~ave been given away to news
papers and journals). 

"lnstructivel Namely. one simply does not want my nterature; 
anc11-may no longer afford the luxury of print."4 

By 1903, 17,000 copies were in print; by 1906, 36,000. Since 
then new editions and translations into other languages have mush
roomed. 

Tho fttst edition has become a great rarity and has never been 
reprinted exactly as published in 1886. All subsequent editions 
contain a few very minor deviations. Karl Schlechta's edition of 
Nietzschets worb in three volumes I is widely considered vastly 
superior to all previous editions, at least philologically, although it 
contains much less of Nietzsche's Nachlass fS than some earlier edi
tions; and. Schlechta claims unequivocaUy that he has followed tho 
original editioD, published by C. G. Naumann (Leipzig, 1886),' 
but he has not. Where-the standard editions differ from the original 
edidoD. he follows the later editions. a No matter of philosophical 
substance is involved: the deviations are very small; but the fact 
remains astonishing. Notwithstanding all sorts of sensational claims, 
none of the scholarly corrections of the older editions of Nietzsche's 
writings, published since World War II, are important pbUosophi-

4 Prl,tlrlc1a Nietzsche, Britle an Peter Gast (Friedrich Nietzsche's letters to 
Peter Oa5t). Leipzig, 1908 • 
• Werke in dret Bandell, Munich, 1954-56; Nietzsche-Index, Munich, J965 • 
• Tho notes, fragments. lectures, and drafts he had nol pu~lished himself. 
Moreover. the three volume,l inc1ude only 278 of Nietzsche's thousands of 
published tetters and none of his early scholarly articles. 
7 "Philological Postscript," in Vol. III. p. 1.387. 
8 Sections 65a. 7Ja, 186.237, 247, 269. and 270. 
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cally. and it Is ironical that the editions of Schlechta and Podach' 
are by no means models of belated philological soundness.lo This 
translation fonows the first edition. In my footnote commentary, 
deviations of the later editions are pointed out. 

I have taken two liberties. Nietzsche occasionally uses dots, 
usually four, as a punctuation mark; for example, but by no meana 
there alone. at the end of sections 62 and 227. In serious works in 
the English-speaking world dots are so generally taken to indicate 
omissions that it did not seem advisable to follow Nietzsche's usage. 
Dashes have therefore been used instead. Moreover, Nietzsche often 
employs dots or dashes in the middle of lengthy paragraphs. In such 
cases I have often begun a new paragraph to mark the break; and 
beyond that. I have generally broken up long paragraphs. The 
reader may always assume that in the original a numbered,section 
constitutes a single paragraph; even if it is as long as the whole 
Preface or sections2S, 26, and 28 .. 

3 

Beyond Good and Evil has been translated Into English twice 
before. The first translator. Helen Zimmem, was an English writer 
who had met Nietzsche in Sils Maria in the summer of 1886-tho 
period when the book was completed, printed, and published. In· 
deed. Nietzsche mentions her in the margin of the letter to Franz 
Overbeck previously cited: "Tlll the middle of September I shall 
stay here. There is no dearth of old acquaintances • • • Miss Helen 
Zimmem ••• tt 

In the index of names at the end of Nietzsche's Briele an Peter 
Gast, Helen Zimmem is identified as an "EngHsh writer"; in the 
index to Brie/e an Mutter und Schwester (letters to mother and 
sister, Leipzig, 1909). as "engt. Litteratin," which is less respectful. 
Neither volume mentions that she translated Beyond Good and 
Evil. What Nietzsche wrote (September 19, 1886) about her to his 

o Friedrich Nietzsche Werke des Zusammellbrllclls (the work of Nietzsche's 
collapse). Heidelberg, 1961. 
10 See W. Kaufmann. ·'Nietzsche in the Light of His Suppress.ed Manu
scripts," Journal oj the History oj Philosophy, Ootober 1964. 
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motller or sister was: "I had the prlvUege of Introducing this 'cham .. 
pion of women's rights' (FrL von Salis) to another 'cbampiOil' who 
is my neighbor at meals, Miss Belen Zimmem. who is extremely 
clever, mcidentallynot an Bnglishwomasr-but Jewisb. May heaveD 
have mercy on the Buropean inteBcct if one wanted to subtract the 
Jewish intellect from it.":l1 111.,.1885, the year before, Nietzsche's 
sister had married Berrihard P6rster. one of the leaders of tho gor
man anti-semitic movement. II 

Helen Zittunern, (1846-1934), two years Nietzsche's junlor. 
had published Arthur Schopenhauer: His Life and Hi, Philosophy 
(1876) and Gotthold Ephraim Lessing: Hif Life and His Workl 
(1878); sbealsopubUsbed many other books and translations. in
cluding several from the Italian. About her version of Beyond Good 
GIld Bvil, Dr. Oscar Levy reported in 1913 ina short essay on tiThe 
NJetzsche Movement in Englandtl (m,th. last volume, the eight
eenth, of bis edition of The Complete Works.): "But In 1907 tho 
party' had somewhat recovered its spirit, andu a last experiment 
brought out a translation of Beyon4 Goodlmd Bvi~ time at 
private risk, for no publisher could bo induced to take up. author 
twice repudiated. Thiatraus1atiolt wu oDowhich had been made 
nearly ten years ago, but until then had never seen, and'was never 
expected to see, the light of publicity. It turned out to be a success 
~ baIt-hearted success perhaps. but one that at last told the few 
Inmates of the Nietzschean ark that the waters of democracy, had 
diminished, and that at least some higber peab of humanity were 
free from the appalling deluge. The success encouraged them once 
more to take up their old project of the publication of the completo 
worb •••• " 

11 ct. th~ similar remarb about her In letters to Gast, l'uly 20. 188'. and 
January '. 1888: .'!'>f course lewIsb:-:-it is terrific to what extent this race 
DOW hold. the "splrlt, [Geistigbitr In Europe In Its ba~, It and, "til", 0 clever 
Englishwoman (resp •• l'ewClS) who introduced Schornhauer to the EnS· 
lish;. • • • (Summer before last abo was hi Sits Mana. litting next to me 
at meals)." 
11 a. KaufmallD. NI,/ucll,: PlalIolDpll", Psychologlsl, .druId"". al" 
I. section III. where Nietzsche'sletten about the marriage IDel his ~tiOD 
to anti-SemitIsm are quoted. For fulMensth portraits of tho PBntell see 
E. P. Podach. aestalt,,, um Nle/lAc'" (persons around Nietzsche, Weimar, 
1932). Chapter 4. . 
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The "inmates" in England were a very different lot from those 
who were by then writing about Nietzsche in Oermany and France: 
Bnglish professional philosophers, for example, had developed curi
ous versions of Hegelianism after ,Hegel had gone into ecHpse on 
tho continent, and at the beginning of the twentieth century the 
yOUbg G. B. Moore and Bertrand RusseU were tIyiog to emancipate 
phllosophy from the influence of the leading Idealists; F. H. Bradley 
and 1. M. B. McTaggart. The tone of tbeEnglish Nietzscheans. in 
turn, helped to create a public image of Nietzsche that did not at
tract philosophers to him. 

It was over fifty years after Beyond Good Qnd Evil had origi
nany appeared in 1886 that professional philosophers began to 
publish studies of Nietzsche's philosophy in English. 

Meanwhile, the Zimmem translation of BeyondrGood Dnd Evil 
found its way into the Modem Library, and it was until 1955 the 
only version through which myriads of readers knew the book. In 
preparing the present edition,. I hoped at first that 1 might merely 
revise. her version. modernizing her somewhat Victorian prose and 
correctin, mistakes; but I soon gave up. The mistakes were too 
numerou~ and in Nietzsche!s case nuances are so important. that 
it would be:diflicult to sa, at what point an infelicitous tendering 
becomes downrJght wrong. , 

Tho second translator, Marianne Cowan, is not a phUosopher 
either~ Her version is modern and very readable. But the merits are 
somewhat offset by errors of understanding, and therefore I have 
pointed out a few such instances in my notes. 

Often it seems helpful to call the reader's attention to crucial 
passages in some of Nietzsche's other works. These are cited in each 
instance according to sections, to enable the reader to find them in 
any edition; but in the case of material included in a volume of 
Nietzsche translations that I published in 1954 18 I have also given 
the page numbers in parentheses. 

18 The Portable Nieltrche, which contains complete versions of Zaralhultrll" 
Twilight o~; the Idoll. Antichrist. and Nietucllt contrll Wagner, as well as 
selections from Nietzsche's other books. hia Dotes. and his letters. 
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About the title of the book: like many of NIetzsche's titles, 
phrases, and coinages, it Is brilliant, unforgettable. and usua1ly mis
construed .. The following sections of the book are relevant to an 
understanding of what Nietzsche meant by "beyondgood and evil": 
the author's Preface and seedons 2, 4, 32, 33, 56, 153, 164, 202, 
212, the end of 241. 260, and 284. This is not to say that the other 
sections ue not relevant nor that the reader would be best advised 
to lQok up these passages first. Rather, it would be wen to nad the 
book with all open mind and a readiness to distinguish tho many 
connotations of its striking title. And it might be helpful to read the 
editor's Dote for sectioll2S0 at the start. ' 

To atl eXtent at leastlt ma" he~~!Iany readers to relate several 
themes of the book to other great ~rs, and some such ~pari. 
SODS wiJIbe found in the no~~ Ono theme, howeVer, shoUl~ be 
stated here at the outset-Ibsen's 'Dr. Thomas StockmaftD. says at-the 
end clAn Enemy 0/ the People: "He is the strongest man in the 
world that stands alone." This leitnlotif of the play Dlustrates 
lCierkesaardts influence 011 Ibsen. to which Geo? Btandee. referred 
in a Jetter to Nietzsche, March 7, l8SS: "Intellectually, he ha$ been 
very dependent on Kierkegaard.tt We may recall Kierkegaard's re
marb on "That Individual" J' with its refrain ''Tho croWd ii un.
troth ... The fourth act of Ibsen's play eould almost be subtitled 
"Variations on a Theme by Kierkegaard." Witness Dr. Stockmann'a 
words: 

The most dangerous enemy of truth and freedom among 
us-is the compact majority. Yes. the damned, compact, lib
eral majority ••• 

The majority bas mlght-iJnfortunately-but right it is 
not. Right-are 1 and a few others. The minority is always 
right. ••• 

I ha"e a mind to make a revolution against the He that 
the majority is in the possession of truth. What kind of truths 

14 rncluded In Exlstentlal18m from DlJ8ltMviky tD Sartr., eeL Walter Kauf. 
mann (New York. Meridian Books. 1956), pp.. 92-99. 
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are those around which the majority usuany gathers? They are 
truths that have become so old that they are on the way toward 
becoming shaky. But once a truth has become that old, it is 
also on the way toward becoming a lie • • • A normany con .. 
stituted truth lives, let us say. as a rule seventeen or eighteen 
years; at most twenty,rarely more; But such aged truths are 
always exceedingly thin. Nevertheless it is only at that stage 
that the majority makes their acquaintance ••• All these 
majority truths • • • are rather like rancid, spoiled • • • 
hams. And that is the source of the moral scurvy that rages all 
around us. • • ." 

A generation later, Freud said on the second page of his auto
biographical Selbstdarstellung (Leipzig, 1925) that, as a Jew at an 
anti .. Semitic university, ul le~ed early to know the lot of standing 
in opposition and being placed under a ban by the 'compact ma .. 
jority!Thus the ground was laid for a certain independence of 
judgment." 

one reasonable pers~tive for Beyond Good and Evil is to 
see it so~ewhe~ between Kierkega¥d and Ibsen .on the one hand 
and Freud and' Sartre on the other. And considering how much 
Nietzsche has to say about "nobility" in this bQok, it is good to 
recall that the old Freud said in a letter about Nie~che: uln my 
youth he signified a nobility which I could not attain.U11 

Such sections as 212 and 296, to name only two among a 
great many, invite comparison with some of the phrases cited here. 
But it would be pointless to attempt a long list, for what is at stake 
is not just a verbal similarity here or there but rather ono way of 
seeing the whole book. There are many others. 

It would be foolish for a translator, and even for a commen
tator, to attempt to foist his own estimate of a book with which he 
has been living for some time on those who will henceforth share 
his experience to some extent. But in the spirit of Zarathastra's 

16 Included by Ernest Jones in his Lile and Work 0/ Sigmund Freud (New 
York. Basic Books, 1957). III, 460. For details of the image of Niewcho 
coll1municatcd to Freud in the ~~rly ~ighteen.eighties by hi, friend Dr. 
Paneth who met Nietzsche in Nic"e, see Kaufmann, From Slrakespeare to 
Existentialism (Garden City. N. Y., Anchor Books, 1960), pp. 323ft 
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"This is my way; where is yours?" 18 I shall venture a suggestion. 
This is one of the great books of the nineteenth century, indeed 

of any century, despite much with which the modem reader might 
disagree. There is much in it with which I too do not agree; but that 
is also true of Plato's and Aristotle's writings, of all great philo
sophical works and, making due allowances for the different genre, 
of Dante's and Dostoevsky's ideas and of the Bible. There are some 
passages that strike me as blemishes without which the boole 
would be better; for example, the tedious remarks about women, 
the mercifully briefer comments on the English, and the poem at 
the end. 

It ,is possible to say briefly what makes the book great: the 
prophetic independence of its spirit; the hundreds of doors it opens 
for the mind, revealing new vistas, problems, and relationships; and 
what it contributes to our understanding of much of recent thought 
and literature and history. R.eaders might ask, for example, about 
the relation of various passages to psychoanalysis, to analytical phi ... 
losophy, or to existentialism. But even a far longer list would not 
do justice to the book. There remains another dimension. This is 
one of those rare books in which one encounters not only a great 
thinker but also a fascinating human being of exceptional com
plexity and integrity. 

One final caution. Beyond Good Qnd Evil is not a collection 
of aphorisms for browsing. Each of the nine major parts, with the 
possible exception of part four, is meant to be read straight through. 
Bach pursues one complex of problems, and what is said in one 
section is frequently qualified decisively in the next, or a few pages 
later. The often surprising developments of an idea constitute one 
of the major charms of this work. And it is In part on their account 
that this book, like all great books-for this is part of their defini
tion or, as Nietzsche might say. a criterion for the order of rank
needs to be read more than once. It is a book to reread and live 
with. 

September 1965 W.K. 

18 End of the chapter "On the Spirit of Gravity" in Part III (Portable Nietz-
8che, p. 307). 
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Preface 

Supposing truth is a woman--what then? Are there not grounds for 
the suspicIon that all philosophers, insofar as they were dogma
tists, have been 'Very inexpert about women? That the gruesome 
seriousneSs, the clumsy obtrusiveness with which they have usu
ally approacbed truth so far' have been awkward and very im
proper methods for winning a woman's beart? What' is certain is 
that she has not allowed herself to be won-afid today every kind 
of drsgntatismis left standing dispirited and discourage<L 1/ it is left 
standing .alll Por there .are scoffers who claim that it has faUen. 
that an dogmatism lies on the ground-even mole, that all dogma
tism Is dymg. 

Speaking seriously. there are good reasotll why an pbilo
lophical dogmatizing, however solemn and definitive its mrs used 
to be, may nevertbelesshave been no more· than a Doble chi1d1sh
ness and tyronlsm. And perhaps the time is at hand when it wm be 
comprehended again and again how Uttle used to be sufficient to 
furoisb tho cornerstone for such sublime and unconditional philoso
phers' edifices as the dogmatists have bunt so far! 'any old popular 
superstition from time ittJmemorial (like the soul SUperstitiOD 
Which, In tho form of the subject and ego superstition, has. not 
even yet ceased to do mischief); some play on words perhaps, a 
seduction by grammar. or an audacious generalization of very Dar
row, very personal, very humaD, all too human facfs. 

The dogmatists' philosophy was, let us hope, only a promise 
across millennia-as astrology was in still earlier times when per
haps more work, money, acuteness. and patience were lavished in 
its service than for any real science so far: to astrology and its 
"supra-terrestrial" claims we owe the grand style of architecture in 
Asia and Egypt It seems that all great things first have to bestride 

S Btllter (flO far) is a word that recun constantly throughout Beyond Good 
lind Evil. It belps to color the word "beyond" in the title. 
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the earth in monstrous and frightening masks in order to insen"" 
themselves in the hearts of humanity with eternal demands: dog
matic philosophy was such a mask; for example, the Vedanta doc
trine in Asia and Platonism in Europe. 

Let us not be ungrateful to it, although it must certainly be 
conceded that the wont, most durable, and most dangerous of aU 
errors so far was a dogmatist's error-namely, Plato's invention of 
the pure spirit and the good as such. But now that it is overcome, 
now that Europe is breathing freely again after this nightmare and 
at least can e,joy a bealtbier-steep, we, whose IllSk " wakeful
ness/llell_ are the,heirs of aU that strength which has been fostered 2 

by the fight against this error. To be sure. it meant standing truth 
on her head and <@~nying perspective. the basic condition of aU 
life, when one ... spoke of spirit and the good as Plato did. Indeed, as 
a physician one might ask: "How could the most beautiful\growth 
of .. antiquity, PJato, contraQt such a disease? Did tbewicked Sqcrates 
corrupt him after all? Could Socrates have been the corrupter of 
youth after all? And did he deserve his hemlock?" 

But the fight ~ga~st Plato or, to.~peak more ~tearty and for 
"the peopl~," tIle tight against the Christian...ecc1esiastical pressure 
oJ millennia-for Christiani~y is Platonism for 'ihe people"-has 
cre~ted<m Europe a magnificent tension of the. spirit the like of 
which bad never yet existed 011 earth: with so tense a bow we can 
now 8hootfor the most distant goals. To be sure, European man ex
peri~ces this tension as need and distress; twice already attempts 
have been made in tho grand style to unbend the bow-once by 
means of Jesuitism, the second time by means of tho democratic 
enlightenment whicb, with tho aid of freedom of the press and 
newspaper-reading, might indeetl bring it about that the spirit 
would DO longer experience itself so easUy as a "need." (The Oer
maus have invented gunpowder-a11 duo respect for thatt-but 
then they made up for that: they invented the press.)8 But we who 

htet: zDchten means to breed. grow. or cultivate animals. plantt, 
or Nietzsche uses the word frequently, and in these pages it is 
most otten rendered by 'Icultivate. It In his usage tho connotation is generally 
spiritual • 
• Ct. the Preface to Th~ Antlchrl.rt: "One must be uitJed in lIving OD moun-
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are neither lesuits nor democrats, nor even German enough, we 
good Europeans' and free. very free spirits-wo still feel it, the 
whole need of the spirit and the whole tension of its bow. And per
haps also tho arrow, the task, and-who knows?-the goal-

ails Maria, Upper Bngadine, 
lune 188S.1 

tains-ICeing the wretched ephemeral babblo of politics and national self. 
Icekinl b,neath oneself" (Portable Nle,uch •• p. 568). In the daily new .. 
paper the conCCI'D with ephemeral matlerlla wtltutiona1ized and cultivated 
at the apeDSI of genuine "spirituality." 
• Nietzsche .. coinage. IDItially Introduced by hitnln Human, JiII"Too-Hum",. 
(1878). aectlOIl 47$ (Porlabl. NlelUCh" ppo 61 .. 63). 
1'l11o book wu written -.ummer 1885 In the Upper Engadine and the fo1-
lowing winter In Nizza" (letter to Oeora Brandes. AprU 10. 1888). This iI 
bome out by other letters, except that iulditfoD.t and mfafODJ were made 
until Juno 1886. The book was printed in Juno an4 lull and published tho 
beginning of August 1886. 
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PART ONE 

-~ 

ON THE PREJUDICES 

OF PHILOSOPHERS 





Partt One 

t 
The wnt to troth which will stnI tempt us to many a venture. that 
famous truthfulness of which all philosophers so far have spoken 
with respect-what questions has this will to truth not laid before 
us! What strange; wicked, questionable questions I That is a long 
story even now-and yet it seems as if it had scarcely begun. Is it 
any wonder that we should finally become suspicious, lose pa
tience, and turn away impatiently? that we should finally learn 
from this Sphinx to ask questions, too? Who is it really that puts 
questions to us here? What in us really wants "truth"? 

Indeed we came to a long halt at the question about the cause 
of this will-until we finally came to a complete stop before a stlll 
more basic question. We asked about the value of this will. Suppose 
we want truth: why not rather untruth? and uncertainty? even ig
norance? 

The problem of the value of truth came before us-or was it 
we who came before the problem? Who of us is Oedipus here? Who 
the Sphinx? It is a rendezvous, it seems, of questions and question 
marks. 

And though it scarcely seems credible, it finally almost seems 
to us as if the problem had never even been put so far-as if we 
were the first to see it, fix it with our eyes, and risk it. For it does in
volve a risk. and perhaps there is none that is greater. 

2 

"How could anything originate out of Its opposite? for ex
ample, truth out of error? or the will to truth out of the will to 

1 Marianne C~an has suggested in the preface to her translation that 
Nietzsche divided this book Uinto 'articles' like articles of faith," and she 
sees "irony in this." But there is no warrant for rendering Hauptstilclc as 
"article'-: it means "major part." Kant's Critique of PUrl ReMoli and Cri
tique of Practical Reason are both divided into Hauptstllckt. So is Nietz. 
scbe's own Human, AII·Too-Human. The term is obviously particularly ap
propriate for books subdivided into many short sections. 
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deception? or selfless deeds oul of selfishness? or the pure and 
sunlike gaze of the sage out of lust? Such origins are impossible; 
whoever dreams of them is a fool, indeed worse; the things of the 
highest value must have another, peculiar origin-they cannot be 
derived from this transitory, seductive, deceptive, paltry world, from 
this turmoil of delusion and lust. Rather from the lap of Being, the 
intransitory. the hidden god, t4e 'thing-in-itself'-there must be 
their basis, and nowhere else!' 

This way of judging constitutes the typical prejudgment and 
prejudice which give away the metaphysicians of all ages; this kind 
of valuation lo.oms in the background of all their logical proce .. 
dures; it is on accolint of this "faith" that they trouble themselves 
about "know1edge," about something that is finally baptized sol
emnly as "the truth." The fundamental faith of the metaphysicians 
is the faith in opposite values.2 It bas not even occurred to the most 
cautious among them that one might have a doubt right here at 
the threshold where it was surely most neeessary--even if they 
vowed to themselves, ride omnibus dubitandum." 3 

For one may doubt, first, whether there are any opposites at 
all. and secondly whether these popular valuations and opposite 
values on which the metaphysicians put their sea], are not perhaps 
merely foreground estimates, only provisional perspectives, per .. 
haps even from some nook, perhaps from belowt frog perspectives, 
as it were, to borrow an expression painters use. For all the value 
that the true, the truthful, the selfless may deserve, it would still be 
possible that a higher and more fundamental value for life might 
have to be ascribed to deception, selfishness, and lust. It might even 
be possible that what constitutes the value of these good and re
vered things is precise1y that they are insidiously related. tied to. 
and involved with these wicked, seemingly opposite things-maybe 
even one with them in essence. Maybe! 

But who has the will to concern himself with such dangerous 
maybes? For that, one really has to wait for the advent of a new 

2 Nietzsche's attack on this faith is prefigured in the title of the book. This 
aphorism invites comparis.on with the first aphorism of Human, A.ll·Too
Hllman. 
8 "AII is to be doubted." Descartes. 
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species of philosophers, such as have somehow another and con
verse taste and propensity from those we have known so far
philosophers of the dangerous "maybe" in every sense. 

And in all seriousness: I Bee such new philosophers coming 
up. 

3 

After having looked long enough between the phUosopber's 
lines and fingers. I say to myself: by far tbe greater part of con
scious thinking must still be included among instinctive activities, 
and that goes even for phUosopbical thinking. We have to relearn 
here, as one bas had to relearn about heredity and what is "innate." 
As the act of birth deserves no consideration in the whole process 
and procedure of heredity J so "being conscioustt is not in any deci
sive sense the opposite of what is instinctive: most of the conscious 
thinking of a philosopher is secretly guided and forced into certain 
channels by his instincts. 

Behind all logic and its seeming sovereignty of movement, too, 
there stand valuations or, more clearly, physiological demands for 
the preservation of a certain type of life. For example, that the defi
nite should be worth more than the indefinite, and mere appear
ance worth Jess than jltruthSf-such estimates might be, in spite of 
their regulative importance for U$, nevertheless mere foreground 
estimates. a certain kind of niaiserie4 which may be necessary for 
the preservation of just such beings as we are. Supposing. that is, 
that not just man is the tlmeasure of things" 6.-

4 

no falseness of a judgment is for us not necessarily an objec
tion to a judgment; in this respect our new language may sound 
strangest. The question is to what extent it is life-promoting, life
preserving, species-preserving, perhaps even species-cultivating. 

<I Folly, stupidity, silliness: one of Nietzsche's favorite French worda. 
, 'lMan is the measure of all things." Protagoras, born about 480 •• 0. 
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And we are fundamentally inclined to claim that the falsest judg
ments (which include the synthetic judgments a priori)' are the 
most indispensable for us; that without accepting the fictions of 
logic, without measuring reality against the purely invented world 
of the unconditional and self-identical, without a constant falsifi
cation of the world by means of numbers, man could not live-that 
renouncing false judgments would mean renouncing life and a 
denial of life. To recognize untruth as a condition of life-that cer
tainly means resisting accustomed value feelings in a dangerous 
way; and a philosophy that risks this would by that token alone 
place itself beyond good and evil. 

5 

What provokes one to look at all philosophers half suspi. 
ciously, half mockinglYt is not that one discovers again and again 
how innocent they are-how often and how easily they make mis ... 
takes and go astray; in short, their childishness and childlikeness
but that they are not honest enough in their work, although they aU 
make a lot of virtuous noise when the problem of truthfulness is 
touched even remotely. They all pose as if they had discovered and 
reached their real opinions through the self-development of a 
cold) pure, divinely unconcerned dialectic (as opposed to the mys
tics of every rank, who are more honest and doltish-and talk of 
"inspiration"); while at bottom it is an assumption, a hunch, in
deed a kind of uinspiration"-most often a desire of the heart that 
bas been filtered and made abstract..-that they defend with rea
sons they have sought after the fact. They are all advocates who re
sent that name. and for the most part even wily spokesmen for 

• One of Kant's central questions. was, "How are synthetic judgments a 
priori possible?" He meant judgments that are known for certain to be true. 
mdependently of experience. but not by definition. His examples include the 
jUdgment that every event has a cause. Hans Vaihinger. a leading Kant 
scholar who publi,hed a book on Nietz,scl,e als Philosoph (1902; 4th ed. 
1916), later published his own theory of necessary fictions under the title, 
Die Philosop/lie des Als-Ob (1911~ English tr. by C. K. Ogden. 1924: The 
Philosophy of (lAs 11"), devoting the final chapter to a detailed discussion 
of Nietzsche"s similar ideas. Cf. section 11 below. 
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their prejudices which'they baptize "trutbs"-and very far from hav
ing the courage of the conscience that admits this, precisely this, to 
itself; very far from having the good taste of the courage wnich also 
lets this be known, whether to warn an enemy or friend, or, from 
exuberance, to mock itself. 

The equally stiff and decorous Tartuffery of the old Kant as 
he lures us on the. dialectical bypaths that lead to his Clcategorical 
imperative" -really lead astray and seduce-this spectacle makes 
us smUe, as we are fastidious and find it quite amusing to watch 
closely the subtle tricks of old moralists and preachers of morals. 
Or consider the hocus-pocus of mathematical form with which 
Spinoza clad his philosophy-really "the love of his wisdom," to 
render that word fairly and squarely-in mail and mask, to strike 
terror at the very outset into the heart of any assailant who should 
dare to glance at that invincible maiden and Pallas Athena: how 
much personal timidity and vulnerability this masquerade of a sick 
hermit betraysl 

6 

Gradually it has become clear to me what every great phUoso. 
phy so far has been: namely, the personal confession of its au
thor and a kind of involuntary and unconscious memoir; also that 
the moral (or immoral) intentions in every philosophy constituted 
the real germ ot life from which the whole plant bad grown. 

Indeed, if one would explain bow the abstrusest metaphysical 
claims of a philosopher really came about, it is always well (and 
wise) to ask first: at what morality does all this (does he) aim? Ac
cordingly, I do not believe that a "drive to knowledge" is the fa
ther of philosophy; but rather that another drive has, here as else
where, employed understanding (and misunderstanding) as a 
mere instrument. But anyone who considers the basic drives of man 
to see to what extent they may have been at play just here as in
spiring spirits (or demons and kobolds) will find that all of them 
have done philosophy at some time-and that every single one of 
them would like on]y too well to represent just itself as the ultimate 
purpose of existence and the legitimate master of all the other 
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drives. For every drive wants to be master-and it attempts to 
philosophize in that spirit. , 

To be sure: among scholars who are really scientific men, 
thin~ .. may be different-'Cbetter," if you like-there you may 
really find something like a drive for knowledge, some small, in
dependent clockwork that. once well wound, works on vigorously 
without any essential participation from all the other drives of the 
scholar. The real "interests" of the scholar therefore lie usuruly 
somewhere else-say. in his family, or in making money; or in 
politics. Indeed, it is almost a matter of total indifference whether 
bis little- machine is placed at this or that spot in science, and 
whether the "promising" young worker turns himself into a good 
philologist or an expert on fungi or a chemist: it does not charac
teriz,e him that he becomes this or that. In the philosopher, COD

versely, there is nothing whatever that is impersonal." and above 
aD, his morality bears decided and decisive witness to 'Who he is
that is, jn what order of rank the innermost drives of his nature 
Btand in relation to each other. 

7 

How malicious philosophen can be! I know of nothing more 
venomous than the joke Epicurus permitted bimse1f against Plato 
and the Platonists; be called them Dionysiokolakes. That means 
Jitera11y-and this is the foreground meaning-llflatterers of Di .. 
onysius," in other words, tyrant's baggage and licbpittlesj but in 
addidon to this he also wantS to say, "they are all Dctora, there is 
nothing genuine about them" (for DlonysokoltVt was a pop~ar 
name for an actor).8 And the latter is really the-malice that Bpicu
rus aimed at Plato: he was peeved by the grandiose manner, the 
mise en 8c~neD at which Plato and his disciples were so expert-at 

'Nietzsche Is thinking of the "great" philosophers. Now that there are liter
aUy thousands of "philosophers," these tend" to be more akin to their col. 
leaguea In other departments thaD to the mea discussed hero. 
8 Tho reference I. to Eplcurus' fngment 238. and the ambiguJty i8 due to 
tho tact thai DionysJul was tho name of tho SicDlan tynuIt whom .Plato 
had tried for .. vera! ycan to convert to his OWD philosophy. 
'Staams. 
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which Bpicurus was not an expert-be, that old schoolmaster from 
Samos, who sat, hidden away, in his little garden at Athens and 
wrote three hundred books-who knows? perhaps from rage and 
ambition. against Plato? 

It took a hundred years until Greece found out who this gar
den god, EpicUIUS, had been.-Did they find out?-

There is a point in every philosophy when. the philosopher's 
"conviction" appears on the stage-or to use the language of an 
ancient Mystery: 

Adventavit minus, 
Pulcher et fortissimus.10 

9 

"According to nature" you want to live? Q you noble Stoics, 
what deceptive words these are I Imagine a being like nature, 
wasteful beyond measure, indifferent beyond measure, without 
purposes and consideration, without mercy and justice, fertile and 
desolate and uncertain at the same time; imagine indifference it .. 
self as a power-how could you live accO'fding to this indifference? 
Living-is that not precisely wanting to be other than this nature? 
Is not liying-estbnating, preferring, being unjust, being limited, 
wanting to be different? And, supposing your imperative "live ac
cording to nature" meant at bottom as much as "live according to 
lite't-how could you not do that? Why make a principle of what 
you yourselves are and must be? 

In truth, the matter is altogether different: while you pretend 
rapturously to read the canon of your law in nature, you want 
something opposite. you strange actors and self-deceivers! Your 
pride wants to impose your morality, your ideal, on nature-even 
on nature-and incorporate them in her; you demand that she 
should be nature "according to the Stoa," and you would like all 

10 "The as.s arrived, beautiful and most brave.·t 
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existence to exist only after your own Imagc-as an immense 
eternal glorification and generalization of Stoicism. For all your love 
of truth, you have forced yourselves so long, so persiStebtly, so 
rigidly-hypnotically to see Dature the wrong way, namely Stoically, 
that you are no longer able to see her differently. And some abys
mal arrogance finally still inspires you with the insane hope that 
because you know bow to tyrannize yourselves-Stoicism is self .. 
tyranny-nature. too, lets herself be tyrannized: is not the Stoic
a piece of nature? 

But this is an ancient, eternal story: what formerly happened 
with the Stoics still happens today, too. as soon as any phllosophy 
begins to believe in itself. It always creates the world in its own im· 
age; it cannot do otherwise. Philosophy is this tyrannical drive it .. 
self, the most spiritual will to power, to the ·'creatioD of the world,'· 
to the causa prlma.ll 

10 

Tbo eagerness and subtlety-I might even say, shrewdness
with which the problem of "the real and the apparent world'· is to
day attacked all over Europe makes one think and wonder; and 
anyone who hears nothing in the background except 8 l-wm to 
truth, t. certainly does not have the best of ears. In rare and isolated 
instances it may really be the case that such a will to truth, somo 
extravagant and adventurous courage, a metaphyslcian~s ambition 
to hold a hopeless position, may participate and ultimately prefer 
even a handful of "certainty" to a whole carload of beautiful possi
bilities; there may actually be puritanical fanatics of conscience 
whC) prefer even a certain nothing to an uncertain something to lie 
down on-and die. But this is nihilism and the sign of a despairing, 
mortally weary soul-however courageous the gestures of such a 
,mue may look. 

It seems, however, to be otherwise with strottger and Dve1ier 
thinkers who are still eager for life. When they side against appear
ance, and speak of ''perspective,'' with a new arrogance; when they 

11 Pirst cause. 
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rank the credibility of their own bodies about as low as the credi
bility of the visual evidence that "the earth stands still." and thus, 
apparently in good humor, let their securest possession go (for in 
what does one at present believe more firmly than in one's body?) 
-who knows if they are not trying at bottom to win back some .. 
thing that was formerly an even securer possession, something of 
the ancient domain of the faith of former times, perhaps the "im
mortal soul," perhaps "the old God," in short, ideas by which 
one could live better, that is to say, more vigorously and cheer
fully, than by "modem ideas"? There is mistrust of these modem 
ideas in this attitude, a disbelief in all that has been constructed 
yesterday and today; there is perhaps some slight admixture of 
satiety and scorn, unable to endure any longer the bric-a-brac of 
concepts of the most diverse origin, which is the form in which so
called positivism offers itself on the market today; a disgust of the 
more fastidious taste at the village-fair motleyness and patchiness 
of all these reality-philosophasters in whom there is nothing new 
or genuine, except this motleyness. In this, it seems to me, we 
should agree with these skeptioal anti-realists and knowledge ... 
microscopists of today: their instinct, which repels them from mod. 
ern reality, is unrefuted-what do their retrograde bypaths con. 
cern us! The main thing about them is not that they wish to go 
"back," but that they wish to get-away. A little more strength, 
flight, courage, and artistic power, and th~y would want to rise
not return! 

11 

It seems to me that today attempts are made everywhere to 
divert attention from the actual influence Kant exerted on German 
philosophy, and especially to ignore prudently the value he set 
upon himself. Kant was first and foremost proud of his table of 
categories; with that in his hand he said: "This is the most difficult 
thing that could ever be undertaken on behalf of metaphysics.'· 

Let us only understand this "could be"! He was proud of hav
ing discovered a new faculty in man, the faculty for synthetic judg. 
ments, a priori. Suppose he deceived himself in this matter; the de-
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velopment and rapid flourishing of German philosophy depended 
nevertheless on his pride, and on the eager rivalry of the younger 
generation to discover, if possible, something still prouder-at all 
events "new faculties"! 

But let us reflect; it is high time to do so. "How are synthetic 
judgments a prz'ori possibleJ1' Kant asked himself-and what really 
is his answer? "By virtue of a faculty" 12-but unfortunately not in 
five words, but so circumstantially, venerably, and with such a dis
play of German profundity and curlicues that people simply failed 
to note the comical niaiserie allemande1S involved in such an an
swer. People were actually beside themselves with delight over this 
new faculty. and the jubilation reached its climax when Kant fur
ther discovered a moral faculty in man-for at that time the Ger .. 
mans were still moral and not yet addicted to Realpolitik. 

The honeymoon of German philosophy arrived. All the 
young theologians of the Tiibingen seminary went into the bushes 
-all looking for "faculties." And what did they not find-in that 
innocent, rich, and still youthful period of the German spirit, to 
which romanticism, the malignant fairy, piped and sang, when one 
could not yet distinguish between Ufinding" and "inventing"ll' 
Above all, a faculty for the "surprasensible": Schelling christened it 
intellectUal intuition, and thus gratified the most heartfelt cravings 
of the Gemans, whose cravings were at bottom pious. One caD do 
DO greater wrong to the whole of this exuberant and enthusiastic 
movement, which was really youthfulness, however boldly it dis
guised itself in boary and senile concepts, than to take it seriously t 
or worse, to treat it with moral indignation. Enough, one grew 
older and the dream vanished. A time came when people scratched 
their heads, and they still scratch them today. One had been 
dreaming, and first and foremost-old Kant. "By virtue of a fa .. 
culty"-he had said, or at least meant. But is that-an answer? An 
explanation? Or is it not rather merely a repetition of the ques-

It Ye,moge eine, Yermogens: by virtue of some virtue. or by means of a 
means. 
18 German foolishness. 
14 "Findenl

• und "erlinden.-
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tion? How does opium induce sleep? "By virtue of a faculty:' 
namely the virtus dormitivQJ replies the doctor in Moliere, 

Quia est in eo vir/us dormitiva. 
Cujus est natura sensus assoupire.tl 

But such replies belong in comedy, and it is high time to re
place the Kantian question, "How are synthetic judgments a priori 
possible?" by another question, "Why is belief in such judgments 
necessary?tJ-and to comprehend that such judgments must be be
lieved to be true, for the sake of the preservation of creatures like 
ourselves; though they might, of course, be false judgments for all 
that! Or to speak more clearly and coarsely: synthetic judgments 
a prior; should not "be possible" at aU; we have no right to them; in 
our mouths they afe nothing but false judgments. Only, of course. 
the belief in their truth is necessary, as a foreground belief and vis
ual evidence belonging to the perspective optics of life. 

Finally, to call to mind the enormous influence that "German 
philosophytt-I hope you understand its right to quotation marks
has exercised throughout the whole of Europe, there is DO doubt 
that a certain virtus dormitiva had a share in it: it was a delight to 
the Doble idlers, the virtuous, the mystics, artists, three-quarter 
Christians, and political obscurantists of aU nations, to find, thanks 
to German philosophy, an antidote to the still predominant sensu
alism which overflowed from the last century into this, in short
Itsensus assoupire." 

12 

As for materialistic atomism, it is one of the best refuted 
theories there are, and in Europe perhaps no one in the learned 
world is now so unscholarly as to attach serious significance to it, 
except for convenient 'household use (as an abbreviation of the 
means of expression)-thanks chiefly to the Dalmatian Boscovich: 
be and the Pole Corpernicus have been the greatest and most suc
cessful opponents of visual evidence so far. For while Copernicus 

13 "Because it contains a sleepy faculty whose nature it is to put the sens.es 
to sleep." 



20 BBYOND 0000 AND EVIL 

has persuaded us to believe, contrary to all the senses, that the earth 
does not stand fast, Boscovich has taught us to abjure the belief in 
the last part of the earth that "stood fast"-the belief· in "sub
stance," in "matter," in the earth-residuum and particle-atom:l6 it is 
the greatest triumph over the senses that has been gained on earth 
so far. 

One mus~ however, go still further, and also declare war, re
lentless war unto death, against the "atomistic need't which still 
leads a dangerous afterlife in places where no one suspects it, just 
like the more celebrated "metaphysical need": one must also, first 
of aU, give the finishing stroke to that other and more calamitous 
atomism which Christianity has taught best and longest, the soul 
atomism. Let it be permitted to designate by this expression the be
lief which regards the soul as something indestructible, eternal, in
divisible, as a monad, as an aloman: this belief ought to be ex
pelled from science! Between ourselves, it is not at all necessary to 
get rid of "the soul" at the same time, and thus to renounce one of 
the most ancient and venerable hypotheses-as happens fre ... 
quently to clumsy naturalists who can hardly touch on "the sou1" 
without immediately losing it. But the way is open for new ver
sions and refinements of the soul-hypothesis; and such conceptions 
as "mortal soul," and "soul as subjective multiplicity," and "soul as 
social structure of the drives and affects'" 17 want henceforth to 

sa ClBoscovich. an eighteenth-century Jesuit phi1osopher somewhat oot of 
the main stream of science • • • had defined atoms only as centers of force, 
and not as p'articles of matter in which powers somehow inhere" (Charles 
Coulston Gillispie. The Edge 01 Objectil'it.v: A II Essay in lire History 0/ 
Scientific Ideas, Princeton, N.J., Princeton University Press. 1960. p. 455). 
11 ADdl: I have rendered this term consistently as "affect": good diction
aries include the relevant meanings. 4'Feeling" comes close to Nietzsche's 
meaning but fai1s to suggest the fact that the term is somewhat technical 
and carries overtones of Spinoza's aDecllIs and a long philosophical tradition. 
Moreover, Iffeeling" is needed to render Ge/iihl# which occurs several times 
in this section. 

In his discussion of Spinoza's tlDectus# Stuart Hampshire uses '·affec
tlon" and places the word in quotation marks (Spinoza, Baltimore. Pen
guin Boob, 19S1, pp. 135f.). In James Mark Baldwin's Dictiollary of Phi. 
losophy and Psychology, vol. I (1901), "affect" is defined as etA stimulus 
or motive to action which is AFFECTIVE (q.v.) or felt, not presented as 
an end," a usage f'suggested by Baldwin," while "affection" js suggested as 



ON THB PRI!JUDICBS OF PH1LOSOPHI!.B.S 21 

have citizens' rights in science. When the new psychologist puts an 
end to the superstitions which have so far flourished with almost 
tropical luxuriance around the idea of the soul, he practically exiles 
himself into a new desert and a new suspicion-it is possible that 
the older psychologists had a merrier and more comfortable time of 
it; eventually, however, he finds that precisely thereby he also 
condemns himself to invention-and-who knows?-perbaps to 
discovery. 

13 

Physiologists should think before putting down the instinct 
of self"preservation as the cardinal instinct of an organic being. A 
living thing seeks above all to discharge its strength-life itself is 
will to powerj self-preservation is only one of the indirect and 
most frequent results. 

In short, here as everywhere else, let us beware of superfluous 
teleological principles-one of which is the instinct of self .. 
preservation (we owe it to Spinoza's inconsistency) .18 Thus 
method, which must be essentially economy of principles, demands 
it. 

14 

It Is perbaps just dawning on five or six minds that physics, 
too. is only an interpretation and exegesis of the world (to suit us, if 
I may say so!) and not a world .. explanation; but insofar as it is 

an equivalent or the German AUdl, which is defined as "passing emotional 
atates • • • The best writers distinguish it from passion, as having less vehe
mence. and as less distinctly. if at all. connected with a sensUOus basil •••• 
St. Augustine. as quoted and adopted by Aquinas. says: 'Those mental 
states (mot II' animO which the Greeks call patlle. and Cicero pertllrba
lion", are by some catled aDeem,. or aDectiones by others, keeping to tho 
literal rendering of the Greek palsiones: .. 

My reason for preferring "affect" to "affection" is that the former is read
ity recognized liS a technical term. while the latter is very apt to be mis
understood as suggesting a mild form of love. 
11 Nietzsche admired Spinoza for. among other things. hil critique of tele
Ology. 
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based on betief in the senses, it is regarded as more. and for a long 
time to come must be regarded as more-namely, as an explana
tion. Eyes and fingers speak in its favor, visual evidence and pal
pableness do, too: this strikes an age with fundamentally plebeian 
tastes as fascinating, persuasive, and convincing-after all, it fol ... 
lows instinctively the canon of truth of eternally popular sensu
alism. What is clear, what is "explained"? Only what can be seen 
and felt-every problem has to be pursued to that point. Con
versely, the charm of the Platonic way of thinking, which was a no. 
ble way of thinking, consisted precisely in resistance to obvious 
sense-evidence-perhaps among men who enjoyed even stronger 
and more demanding senses than our contemporaries, but who 
knew how to find a higher triumph in remaining masters of their 
senses-and this by means of pale. coldt gray concept nets which 
they threw over the motley whirl of the senses-the mob of the 
senses, as Plato said. In this overcoming of the world. and inter
preting of the world in the manner of Plato, there was an enjoyment 
different from that which the physicists of today offer us-and also 
the Darwinists and anti-teleologists among the workers in physi
ology, with their principle of the usmallest possible forcett and the 
greatest possible stupidity. "Where man cannot find anything to see 
or to grasp, he has no ~urther business"-that is certainly an im· 
perative different from the Platonic one, but it may be the right im
perative for a tough, industrious race of machinists and bridge
builders of the future, who have nothing but rough work to do. 

IS 

To study physiology with a clear conscience, one must insist 
that the sense organs are not phenomena in the sense of idealistic 
philosophy; as such they could not be causes! Sensualism, there
fore. at least as a regulative hypothesis, if not as a heuristic prin
ciple. 

What? And others even say that the external world is the 
work of our organs? But then our body, as a part of this external 
world, would be the work of our organs! But then our organs them
selves would be-the work of our organs! It seems to me that this is 
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a complete reductio ad absurdum,!· assuming that the concept of a 
causa $Upo is something fundamentally absurd Consequentl1, the 
external world is not the work of our organs-? 

16 

There are still hannIess self "'Observers who believe that there 
are "immediate certainties"; for example, "1 think," or as the su
perstition of Schopenhauer put it, "I will"; as though knowledge 
here got hold of its object purely and nakedly as "the thing in it .. 
self," without any falsification on ihe part of either the subject or 
the object. But that "immediate certainty," as wen as "absolute 
knowledge" and tho ·'thing in itself," involve a contradictio in od .. 
jecto,Il I shan repeat a hundred times; we really ought to free our
selves from the seduction of wordsl 

Let the people suppose that knowledge means knowing tbings 
entirely; the phllosopher must lay to himself: When I analyze the 
process that is expressed In the sentence, "I think," I find a whole 
series of daring asserti()DS that would be difficult, perhaps impossi
ble. to prove; for example, that it Is 1 who think, that there must 
necessarily be something that thinks, that thinldDg Is aD actiYitJ 
and operation on the part of a being who is thought of as a cause, 
that there is an "ego, It and, finally, that it is already determined 
what is to be designated by thiDtdng-that I know what thiDtdng is. 
For if I had not already decided witbin myself what it is, by what 
standard could I determine whether that which is just happening is 
not perhaps ''wil1i':lg'' or "feeling"? In short, the assertion "I thinJcft 
assumes that I compare my state at the present moment with other 
states of myself which l1cnow. in order to determine what it is; on 
account of this retrospective connection with further "knowledge," 
it bas, at any rate, no immediate ce11ain1J for me. 

In place of ~e "immediate certainty" in which the people may 
believe in the case at hand. the pbDosopher thus finds a series of 

19 Reduction to the absurd. 
H Something that Is its own cause a. term traditionalfy applied to God. 
II Contradiction between the noun and the adjective. 
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metaphysical questions presented to him, truly searc'hing questions 
of the inteHect; to wit: "From where do I pi the concept of think .. 
ing? Why do I believe in cause and eJfect? What gives me the right 
to speak of an ego, and even of an ego as cause, and finally of au. 
ego as the cause of thougbtr Whoever ventures to answer these 
metaphysical questions at once by an appeal to a sort of intuitive 
perceptioo, like the person who says, "I think, and know that this, 
at leas~ is true, actual, and certain"-will encounter a smile and 
two question marks from a philosopher nowadays.. "Sir," the phi
losopher will perhaps give him to understand, "it is improbable that 
you are not mistaken; but why insist on the trutht"-

11 

With regard to the superstitions of logiciaus, I shaJl never tire 
of emphasizing a small terse fact, which these superstitious minds 
hate to concede-namely, that a thought comes when "it" wishes. 
and Dot when "r· wish, so that it is a falsification of the facts of the 
case to say that the subject "I" is the condition of tho predicate 
"tbink." It thinks; but that this '''it'' is precisely the famous old 
~&ego" is, to put it mildly, only a supposition, an assertion, and as .. 
suredly not an "hnmediate certainty." After an, one bas even gone 
too far with this "it tbinks"-even the "it" contains an interpreta
tion of the process, and does not belong to the process' itself. One 
infers here according to the grammatical habit: "Thinking is an ae
tivi1J; every activity requires 1111 agent; consequently-tt 

It was pretty much according to the same schema that the 
older atomism sought, besides the operating "power," that lump 
of matter in which it resides and out of which it operates-the 
atom. More rigorous minds, however, leamed at last to get along 
without this "earth-residuum," and perhaps some day we shaH ac>
custom ourselves, including the logicians, to get along without the 
little "it" (which is all that is left of the honest little old ego). 

18 

It is certainly not the Jeast charm of a theory tlJat It is refuta
ble; it is precisely thereby that it attracts subtler minds. It seems 
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that the hundred-times~refuted theory of a "free will" owes its per
sistence to this charm alone; again and again someone comes along 
who feels be is strong enough to refute it. 

19 

Philosophers are accustomed to speak of the will as if it were 
the best-known thing in the world; indeed, Schopenbauer has given 
us to understand that the will alone is really known to us, ab
solutely and completely known, without subtraction or addition. 
But again and again it seems to me that in this case, too, Schopen .. 
bauer onIy did what philosophers are in the habit of doing-he 
adopted a popular prejudice and exaggerated it. Willing seems to 
me to be above all something complicated, something that is a unit 
only as a word-and it is precisely in this one word that the popular 
prejudice lurks. which has defeated the always inadequate cau
tion of philosophers. So let us for once be more cautious, let us be 
"unphilosophical": let us say that in an willing there is, first, a 
plurality of sensations, namely. the sensation of the state "awll'J 
from which/' the sensation of the state "towards which/' the sensa
tions of this "/rom" and "towards" themselves, and then also an ac
companying muscular sensation; which, even without our putting 
into motion "arms and legs,-' begins its action by force of habit as 
Boon as we ''will'' anything. 

Therefore, just as sensations (and indeed many kinds of sen.
sations) are to be recognized as ingredients of the will, so, secondly, 
should thinking 81so: in every act of the will there is a ruling 
thought-let us not imagine it possible to sever this thought from 
the c'wiIling," as if any will would then remain over! 

Third, the will is not only a complex of sensation and think
ing, but it is above all an aBect, and specifically the affect of the 
command. That which is termed "freedom of the will" is essen
tially the aftect of superiority in relation to him who must obey:. "I 
am free, 'be' must obey"-this consciousness is inherent in every 
will; and equally so the straining of the attention, the straight look 
that fixes itself exclusively on one aim, the unconditional evalua
tion that "this and nothing else is necessary now,lt the inward 
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certainty that obedience will be rendered-and whatever else be
longs to the position of the commander. A man who wills com
mands something within himself that renders obedience, or that he 
believes renders obedience. 

But now let us notice what is strangest about the will-this 
manifold thing for which the people have only one word: inas
much as in the given circumstances we are at the same time the 
commanding and the obeying parties, and as the obeying party we 
know the sensations of constraint, impulsion, pressure, resistance, 
and motion, which usually begin immediately after the act of wm; 
inasmuch as, on the other hand, we are accustomed to disregard 
this duality, and to deceive ourselves about it by means of the syn
thetic concept "I," a whole series of erroneous conclusions, and 
consequently of false evaluations of the will itself, bas become at
tached to the act of willing-to such a degree that he who wills be
lieves sincerely that willing SUffices for action. Since in the great 
majority of cases there has been exercise of will only when the ef. 
feet of the command-that is, obedience; that is, the action-was 
to be expected, the appearance has translated itself into the feeling, 
as jf there were a necessity of eDect. In short, be who wills believes 
with a fair amount of certainty that will and action are somehow 
one; he ascribes the success, the carrying out of the willing, to the 
wiD itself, and thereby enjoys an increase of the sensation of power 
which accompanies all success. 

"Freedom of the will"-that is the expression for the complex 
state of delight of the person exercising volition, who commands 
and at the same time identifies himself with the executor of the or
der-who, as such, enjoys also the triumph over obstacles, but 
thinks within himself that it was really his wlll itself that overcamo 
them. In this way the person exercising volition adds the feelings of 
delight of his successful executive instruments, the useful "under
wmstt or under-souls-indeed, our body is but a social structure 
composed of many souls-to his feelings of delight as commander. 
L'eDet c'est mo;:22 what happens here is what happens in every 
well-constructed and happy commonwealth; namely, the governing 

11.2"1 am the effect." 
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class identifies itself with the successes of the commonwealth. In .all 
willing it is absolutely a question of commanding and obeying. on 
the basis, as already said, of a social structure composed of many 
"souls.1t Hence a philosopher should claim the right to include will
Ing as such within the sphere of morals-morals being understood 
as the doctrine of the relations of supremacy under which the phc-· 
Domenon of "life" comes to be. 

20 

That individual philosophical concepts are not anything ca
pricious or autonomously evolving, but grow up in connection and 
relationship with each other; that, however suddenly and arbi
trarlly they seem to appear in the history of thought, they never .. 
theless belong just as much to a system as all the members of the 
fauna of a continent-is betrayed in the end also by the fact that 
the most diverse phUosophers keep filling in a definite funda
mental scheme of possible philosophies. Under an invisible spell, 
they always revolve once more in the same orbitj however inde.
pendent of each other they may feel themselves with their critical 
or systematic wills, something within them leads them. something 
impe1s them in a definite order. one after the other-to witt the in
nate systematic structure and relationship of their concepts.. Their 
thinking is, in fact, far less a discovery than a recognition, a remem
bering, a return and a homecoming to a remote, primordial. and 
inclusive household of the soul, out of which those concepts grew 
originally: philosophizing is to this extent a kind of atavism of the 
highest order. 

The strange family resemblance of all Indian, Greek. and 
German philosophizing is explained easily enough. Where there is 
affinity of languages, it cannot fail, owing to the common philoso
phy of grammar-I mean, owing to the unconscious domination 
and guidance by similar grammatical funcdons-that everything is 
prepared at the outset for a similar development and sequence of 
philosophical systems; just as the way seems barred against certain 
other possibilities of world .. interpretation. It is highly probable that 
philosophers within the domain of the Ural-Altaic languages 
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(where the concept of the subject is least developed) look other
wise "into the world. n and will be found on paths of thought differ
ent from those of the Indo-Germanic peoples and the Muslims: 
the spell of certain grammatical functions is ultimately also the 
spell of physiological valuations and racial conditions. 

So much by way of rejecting Locke·s superficiality regarding 
the origin of ideas. 

21 

The causa sui is tbe best self-contradiction that has been 
conceived so far, it is a sort of rape and perversion of logic; but the 
extravagant pride of man has managed to entangle itself pro
foundly and frightfully with just this nonsense. The desire for ufree
dom of the will" in the superlative metaphysical sense, which still 
holds sway, unfortunately, in the minds of'the half-educated; the 
desire to bear the entire and ultimate responsibility for onets ac
tions oneself, and to absolve God, the world. ancestors, chance, 
and society involves nothing less than to be precisely this causa sui 
and, with more than Miinchhausen's audacity~ to pull oneself up 
into existence by the hair, out of the swamps of nothingness.:t8 Sup-

23 Cf. Sartre's famous dictum: "If man as the existentialist sees him is not 
definable, it is because to begin with he is nothing. He will not be anything 
until later. and then he win be what he makes of himself. • • • Man simply 
is. Not that he is simply what he conceives himself to be, but he is what he 
wilts ••• Man is nothing else but that which he makes of himself. That 
is the first principle of existentialism. • • • Before that projection of the 
self nothing exists ..• Man is responsible for what he is. Thus, the first 
effect of existentialism is that it puts every man in possession of himse1f as 
he is, and places the entire responsibility for his existence squarely upon his 
own shoulders" ("Existentialism ]s a Humanism." included in Existential
ism from Dostoevsky 10 Sarlre, ed. Walter Kaufmann, pp. 290f.). 

Reading this without knowing that Beyond Good and Evil was published 
in 1886 and Sartre's lecture in 1946, one would scarcely guess at Nietzsche's 
immense influence on existentialism in general and Sartre in particular; one 
might even suppose that Nietzsche was here polemicizing against Sartre. Cf. 
also section 8 of "The Four Great Errors" in Twilight of the Idols (Porta .. 
ble Nietzsche, p. 500). where some implications of the above passage in 
Beyond Good nnd Evil are developed briefty. 
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pose someone were thus to see through the boorish simplicity of this 
celebrated concept of "free will" and put it out of his head alto
gether, I beg of him to carry his "enlightenment" a step further. and 
also put out of his head the contra'ry of this monstrous conception 
of "free will": I mean uunfree will," which amounts to a misuse of 
cause and effect. One should not wrongly reify "cause" and "ef
fect," as the natural scientists do (and whoever, like them, now 
"naturalizes" in his thinking), according to the prevailing mechan
ical doltishness which makes the cause press and push until it "ef_ 
fects" its end; one should use "cause" and "effect" only as pure con ... 
cepts, that is to say, as conventional fictions for the purpose of 
designation and communication-not for explanation. In the "in .. 
itself" there is nothing of "causal connections," of "necessity," or of 
"psychological non-freedom"; there the effect does not follow the 
cause. there is no rule of "law(" It is 'We alone who have devised 
cause, sequence, for.eachaother, relativity, constraint, number, 
law, freedom, motive, and purpose; and when we project and mix 
this symbol world into things as if it existed Clin itself, It we act 
once more as we have always acted-mythologically. The "unfree 
wlll" is mythology; in real life it is only a matter of strong and weak 
wills. 

It is almost always a symptom of what is lacking in himself 
when a thinker senses in every "causal connection't and "psycho
logical necessity" something of constraint, need, compulsion to 
obey, pressure, and unfreedom; it is suspicious to have such feelings 
-the person betrays himself. And in general, if I have observed 
correctly, the "unfreedom of the will" is regarded as a problem 
from two entirely opposite standpoints, but always in a profoundly 
personal manner: some will not give up their "responsibility," their 
belief in themselves, the personal right to their merits at any price 
(the vain races belong to this class). Others, on the contrary, do not 
wish to be answerable for anythingl or blamed for anything, and 
owing to an inward self~contempt, seek to lay the blame for them .. 
selves somewhere else. The latter, when they write books, are in 
the habit today of taking, the side of criminals; a sort of socialist pity 
is their most attractive disguise. And as a matter of fact, the fatal ... 
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ism of the weak-willed embellishes itself surprisingly when it can 
pose as "la religion de la souDrance humaine",·24 that is ils "good 
taste." 

22 

Forgive me as an old philologist who cannot desist from the 
malice of putting his finger on bad modes of interpretation: but 
"nature's conformity to law," of which you physicists talk so 
proudly, as though-why, it exists only owing to your interpreta .. 
tion and bad uphilology/' It is no matter of fact, no "text," but 
rather only a naively humanitarian emendation and perversion of 
meaning. with which you make abundant concessions to the demo
cratic instincts of the modem SQull "Everywhere equality before the 
law; nature is no different fn that respect, no better off than we 
arett_a fine instance of ulterior motivation, in which the plebeian 
antagonism to everything privileged and autocratic as well as a sec
ond and more refined atheism arc disguised once more. "Ni Dieu, ni 
maitre" 2S-that is what you. too, want; and therefore "cheers for 
the law of nature!"-is it not s01 But as said above, that is inter
pretation, not text; and somebody might come along who, with op
posite intentions and modes of interpretation, could read out of the 
lame "nature," and with regard to the same phenomena, rather 
the tyrannically inconsiderate and relentless enforcement of claims 
of power-an interpreter who would picture the unexceptional and 
unconditional aspects of all "will to power" so vividly that almost 
every word, even the word "tyranny" itself, would eventualIy seem 
unsuitable, or a weakening and attenuating metaphor-being too 
human-but he might. nevertheless, end by asserting the same 
about this world as you do, namely, that it has a '·necessaryn and 
"calculable'· course, not because laws obtain in it, but because 
they are absolutely lockingJ and every power draws its ultimate 
consequences at every moment. Supposing that tbis also is only in .. 

t4 "The religion of human suffering." 
a "Neither God nor master." 
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terpretation-and you will be eager enough to make this objec
tion?-well, so much the better. 

23 

AU psychology so far has got stuck in moral prejudices and 
fears; it has not ~ared to descend into the depths. To understand it 
as morphology and the doctrine of the development of the will to 
power, as I do-nobody has yet come close to doing this even in 
thought-insofar as it is permissible to recognize in what has been 
written so far a symptom of what has so far been kept silent. The 
power of moral prejudices has penetrated deeply into the most 
spiritual world, which would seem to be the coldest and most de
void of presuppositions, and has obviously operated in an injurious, 
inhibiting, blinding, and distorting manner. A proper physio .. 
psychology has to contend with unconscious resistance in the heart 
of the investigator, it has "the heart" against it: even a doctrine of 
the reciprocal dependence of the ugood" and the "wicked" drives, 
causes (as refined immorality) distress and aversion in a still hale 
and hearty conscience-still more so, a doctrine of the derivation of 
all good impulses from wicked ones. If, however, a person should 
regard even the affects of hatred, envy, covetousness, and the lust 
to rule as conditions of life, as factors which, fundamentally and eS .. 
sentially, must be present in the general economy of life (and must, 
therefore, be further enhanced if life is to be further enhanced)
he will suffer from such a view of things as from seasickness. And 
yet even this hypothesis is far from being the strangest and most 
painful in this immense and almost new domain of dangerous in'" 
sights; and there are in fact a hundred good reasons why everyone 
should keep away from it wh~an. 

On the other hand, if one has once drifted there with one's 
bark, well! all right! let us clench our teeth! let us open our eyes 
and keep our hand firm on the helm! We sail right over morality, 
we crush, we destroy perhaps the remains of our own morality by 
daring to make our voyage there-but what matter are we! Never 
yet did a pr%under world of insight reveal itself to daring trav-
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clers and adventurers, and the psycho1ogist who thus ··makes a 
sacrifice"--it is not the sacrifizlo dell' intelletto,:J8 on the contraryl 
-will at least be entitled to demand in return that psychology shall 
be recognized again27 as the queen of the sciences, for whose serv
ice and preparation the other sciences exist. For psychology is now 
again the path to the fundamental problems. 

18 Sacrifice of the intellect. 
17 "Again" is surely open to objections. 



PART TWO 

~

THE FREE SPIRIT 





35 

Part Two 

24 

o sancia simplicitas! t In what strange simplification and falsifica .. 
tion man lives! One can never cease wondering once one has ac
quired eyes for this marvel! How we have made everything around 
us clear and free and easy and simple! how we have been able to 
give our senses a passport to everything superficial, our thoughts a 
divine desire for wanton leaps and wrong inferences! how from tho 
beginning we have contrived to retain out ignorance in order to en
joy an almost inconceivable freedom, lack of scmple and caution, 
heartiness, and gaiety of life-in order to enjoy lifel And only on 
this now solid, granite foundation of ignorance could knowledge 
rise so far-the will to knowledge on the foundation of a far more 
powerful will: the will to ignorance, to the uncertain, to the un
true! Not as its opposite, but-as its refinement! 

Even if language, here as elsewhere, will not get over its awk
wardness, and will continue to talk of opposites where there are 
only degrees and many subtleties of gradation; even if the inveter
ate Tartuffery of morals, which now belongs to our unconquerable 
"flesh and blood," infects the words even of those of us who know 
better-here and there we understand it and laugh at the way in 
which precisely science at its best seeks most to keep us in this sim
plified, thoroughly artificial, suitably constructed and suitably fal .. 
sified world-at the way in which, willy .. ni1lYt it loves error, be
cause, being alive, it loves life. 

2S 

After such a cheerful commencement, a serious word would 
like to be heard; it appeals to the most serious. Take care, philoso
phers and friend~t of knowledge, and beware of martyrdom! Of 

1 Holy simplicity! 
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suffering elfor the truth's sake"! Even of defending yourselves! It 
spoils all the innocence and fine neutrality of your conscience; it 
makes you headstrong against objections and red rags; it stupefies, 
animalizes. and brutalizes when in the struggle with danger, slander, 
suspicion, expulsion, and even worse consequences of hostility, you 
have to pose as protectors of truth upon earth-as though "the 
truth" were such an innocuous and incompetent creature 8S to re
quire protectors! and you of aU people, you knights of tho most sor
rowful countenance,2 dear loafers and cobweb-spinners of the 
spiritl After all, you know well enough that it cannot be of any con
sequence if you of all people are proved right; you. know that no 
philosopher so far has been proved right, and that there might be a 
more laudable truthfulness in every little question mark that Y01l 

place after your special words and favorite doctrines (and occa
sionally after yourselves) than in all the solemn gestures and 
trumps before accusers and law courts.' Rather, go away. Flee into 
concealment. And have your masks and subtleqr.' that you may be 
mistaken for what you are not, or feared a little. ~d don't forget 
the garden, the, garden with golden trelliswork. And havo people 
around you who are as a garden-or as music on the waters in tho 
evening, when the day is turning into memories. Choose the good 
solitude, the free, playful, 1ight solitude that gives you, too, the right 
to remain good in some sense. How poisonous, how crafty, how 
bad, does every long war make one, that cannot be waged openly 
by means of force! How personal does a long fear make one, a 
long watching of enemies. of possible enemiesl These outcasts of 
society, these long-pursued, wickedly persecuted ones-a1so the 
compulsory recluses, the Spinozas or Giordano Brunos-always be
come in the end, even under the most spiritual masquerade, and 

t For the role of Don Quixote, alluded to above. in Nietzsche's thought, see 
Kaufmann, Nietzsche, Chapter 1. note 40. 
a Compare Nietzsche's splendid formulation in a note of the 1880's: "'A 
very popular error: having the courage of onels convictions; rather it Is a 
matter of having the courage for an attack on one's convietionstU" (Werke, 
Musarion edition, Munich. 1920-29, XVI, p. 318. 
4 Feinhelt (subtlety) ean also mean fineness or, depending on the context, 
delicacy, sensitivity, nicety. elegance, purity. In this translation it has been 
generally rendered as t4subtlety,t and sometimes as "refinement." 
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perhaps without being themselves aware of it. sophisticated 
vengeance--seekers and poison-brewers (Jet someone Jay bare the 
foundation of Spinoza's ethics and theology!), Dot to speak of the 
stupidity of morm indignatiollt which is the unfailing sign in a 
philosopher'that his philosophical seDse of humor has left him. The 
martyrdom of the phnosopber, his "sacrifice for the sake of truth." 
forces into the light whatever of the agitator and actor lurks in him; 
and if one bas so far contemplated him only with artistic curiosity, 
with regard to many a philosopher it is easy to understand the dan
gerous desire to see him also in his degeneration (degenerated into 
a "martyr," into a stage- and platform .. bawler). Only. that it is 
necessary with such a desire to be clear what spectacle one will see 
in any case-merely a satyr play, merely an epilogue farce, merely 
the continued proof that the long, real tragedy ia at an end, assuming 
that every philosophy was in its genesis along tragedy. 

26 

Every choice human being strives instinctively for a citadel 
and a secrecy where he is saved from the crowd, the many, the 
great majority-where he may forget "men who are the rule," be
ing their exception-excepting only the one case in which he is 
pusbed straight to such men by a still stronger instinct, as a s~eker 
after knowledge in the great and exceptional sense. Anyone who. 
in intercourse with men, does not occasionally glisten in all the 
colors of distress, green and gray with disgust, satiety. sympathy. 
gloominess. and loneliness. is certainly not a man of elevated 
tastes; supposing, however. that he does not take aU this burden 
and disgust upon himself voluntarily, that he persistently avoids it, 
and remains. as I said, quietly and proudly bidden in his citadel. 
one thing is certain: he was not made. he was not predestined, for 
knowledge. If he were, he would one day have to say to himself: 
"The devil take my good tastel but the rule is more interesting than 
the exception-tban myself, the exception!" And he would go 
down,' and above all, he would go "inside." 

I An echo of the Prologue to Zarathlts/ra. 
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The long and serious study of the average man, and conse
quentlymuch disguise, self-overcoming, familiarity, and bad con
tact (all contact is bad contact except with one's equa)s)-this 
constitutes a necessary part of the life-history of every philosopher, 
perhaps tho most disagreeable, odious, and disappointing part. If 
he is fortullate, however. as a favorite child of knowledge should 
be, he will encounter suitable shortcuts and helps for his task; I 
mean so-called cynics, those who simply recognize the animal. the 
commonplace, and "the rule" in themselves, and at the same time 
still have that degree of spirituality and that itch which makes them 
talk of themselves and their likes before witnesses-sometimes 
they even wallow in books, as on their own dung. 

Cynicism is the only form in'which base souls approach han .. 
esty; and the higher man must listen closely to every coarse or sub .. 
tle cynicism, and congratulate himself when a clown without shame 
Of a scientific satyr speaks out precisely in front of him. 

There are even cases where enchantment mixes with the dis
gust-namely, where by a freak of nature genius is tied to some 
such indiscreet billygoat and ape. as in the case of the Abbe Gali
ani,· the profoundest, most clear-Sighted, and perhaps also filthiest 
man of his century-he was far profounder than Voltaire and con
sequently also a good deal mote taciturn. It happens more fre
quently, as has been hinted, that a scientific head is placed on an 
ape's body, 9. subtle exceptional understanding in a base soul. an 
occurrence by no means rare, especially among doctors and physi
Ologists of morality. And whenever anyone speaks without bitter .. 
ness, quite innocently, of man as a belly with two requirements, 
and a head with one; whenever anyone sees, seeks, and wants to 
see only hunger, sexual lust, and vanity as the real and only mo-

e Abbe Ferdinand Galiani (1728-87) is characterized in The Oxford Com
panion tD French Literature (Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1959) as "a Nea
politan, of diminutive size, secretary at the embassy in Paris from 1759 •• • 
of considerable learning and originality of vicws, somewhat of a buffoon. 
much appreciated in the literary and philosophical social! of the day • • • 
His Dlalogue.,u, les blls, a work remarkable for lively wit as well as force 
of argument. combatin~ the doctrines of the more extreme physiocrats, ap
peared in 1770. after hIS departure from Paris in 17li9." His letters to Mmo 
df:';:pinaYt Mmc Geotfrln. and Mme Necker have also been published. 
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tives of human actions; in shortt when anyone speaks Ubadly"
and not even "wickedly" -of man, the rovet: of knowledge should 
listen subtly and diligently; he should altogether have an open ear 
wherever people talk without indignation. For the indignant and 
whoever perpetually tears and lacerates with his own teeth him
self (or as a substitute, the world, or God, or society) may indeed, 
morally speaking, stand higher than the laughing and self-satisfied 
satyr, but in every other sense they are a more ordinary, more in .. 
different, and less instructive case. And no one lies as much as the 
indignant do. 

27 

It is hard to be understood, especially when one thinks and 
lives glingilSrotagati7 among men who think and live differently
namely, kurmagati,8 or at best "the way frogs walk," mal}{luka
gotl'D (I obviously do everything to be "hard to understand" my
self! )-and one should be cordially grateful for the good will to 
some subtlety of interpretation. As regards "the good friends," 
however, who are always too lazy and think that as friends they 

'I' In the original edition: gangasrotogati. Although the second "0" is clearly 
a misprint, it has not been corrected in later editions or in the English tranl
lations. Gatl means gait; srota, the current of a river, and ganga is the river 
Ganges. So the word means: as the current of the Ganges moves. (For the 
information about tbe Sanskrit words, also in tbe two following notes, I 
am indebted to Professor Samuel D. Atkins.) 
8 As the tortoise moves. In the original .edition and in subsequent editions 
and translations the diacritical mark is missing. 
o In tho original edition: mandeikagati, without diacritical. marks. The ·'eitt 
is a misprint, perhaps due to the misreading of a handwritten "utt-but bas 
been perpetuated in subsequent editions and translations. 

Far from being merely playful or concerned with style to the exclusion 
of philosophy. this section touches on a crucial problem: Nietzsche's tempo 
is a major reason for the long delay in his reception as a philosopher; and 
three quarters of a ~ntury after the appearance of Beyond Good and Evil 
the tempo of articles in British and American philosophical journals had 
slowed down to the point where many philosophers were bound to feel that 
anything written gdngllsrotagati simply could not be philosophy. Even Witt .. 
genstein, though he had never followed the fashion of moving like the tor .. 
toise. had at least proceeded mandiikagatl. For this whole question of philo
sophical style and tempo see Kaufmann, Critique of Religion and Philoso
phy (Garden City. N.Y., Anchor Books). sections 3·10. 
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have a right to relax, one does well to grant them from the outset 
some leeway and romping place for misunderstanding: then one 
can even laugh-or get rid of them altogether, these good friends 
-and also laugh. 

28 

What is most difficult to render from one language into an· 
other is the tempo of its style, which has its basis in the character 
of the race, or to speak more physiologically, in the average tempo 
of its metabolism. There are honestly meant translations that, as 
involuntary vulgarizations, are almost falsifications of the original, 
merely because its bold and merry tempo (which leaps over and 
obviates aU dangers in things and words) could not be translated. 
A German is almost incapable of prestolO in his language; thus also, 
as may be reasonably inferred, of many of the most delightful and 
daring nuanceS' of free, free· spirited thought. And just as the buf ... 
foon and satyr' are foreign to him in body and conscience, so Ads
tophanes and Petronius are untranslatable for him. Everything 
ponderous, viscous, and solemnly clumsy t all long-winded and bor .. 
ing types of style are developed in profuse variety among Germans 
-forgive me the fact that even Goethe's prose, in its mixture of 
stiffness and elegance, is no exception, being a reflection of the 
"good old time" to which it belongs, and a reflection of German 
taste at a time when there still was a "German taste"-a rococo 
taste in moribuS' et artibus.ll 

Lessing is an exception, owing to his histrionic nature which 
understood much and understood how to do many things. He was 
not the translator of Bayle for nothing and liked to flee to the 
neighborhood of Diderot and Voltaire, and better yet that of the 
Roman comedy writers. In tempo. too, Lessing loved free think
ing and escape from Germany. But how could the German lan
guage, even in the prose of a Lessing. imitate the tempo of Machia-

10 Rapid tempo. 
Illn morals and arts. 
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velIi,SI who jn his Principe (The Prince] lets us breathe the dry, 
refined air of Florence and cannot help presenting the most seri
ous matters jn a boisterous ollegrlsslmo,s8 perhaps not without a 
malicious artistic sense of the contrast he risks-long. difficult. 
hard. dangerous thoughts and the tempo of the gallop and the very 
best, most capricious humor? 

Who, finally, could venture on a German translation of Pe
tronius, who, more than any great musician so far, was a master of 
presto in invention, ideas. and words? What do the swamps of the 
sick, wicked world, even the "ancient world," matter in the end. 
when one has the feet of a wind as he did. the rush, the breath. tho 
liberating scorn of a wind that makes everything bealthy by mak
ing everything runl And as for Aristophanes-that transfiguring. 
complementary spirit for whose sake one forgives everything 
HeDenic for having existed, provided one has understood in its fuU 
profundity oll that needs to be forgiven and transfigured here
there is nothing that has caused me to meditate more on Plato', 
secrecy and sphinx nature than the happny preserved petit fait1i 

that under the pillow of his deathbed there was found no uBible, tJ 

nor anything Egyptian. Pythagorean, or Platonic-but a volume of 
Aristophanes •. How could even Plato have endured life-a Greek 
life he repudiated-without an Aristophanes? 

29 

Independence Is for the very few; it is a privilege of the 
strong. And whoever attempts it even with the best right but with
out inner constraint proves that he is probably not only strong. but 
also daring to the point of recklessness. He enters intq a labyrinth. 
he multiplies a thousandfold the dangers which life brings with it 
in any case, not the least of wbich is that no one can see how and 
where he loses his way, becomes lonely, and is torn piecemeal by 

11 III the original edition and in the standard editions; Macchiavelli. 
U Extremely brisk and lively manner. 
:N Small fact. 
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some Minotaur of conscience. Supposing one like that comes to 
grief, this happens so far from the comprehension of men that they 
neither feel it nor sympathize. And he canpot go back any longer. 
Nor can he go back to the pity of men.-

30 

Our highest insights must-and should-sound like follies 
and sometimes like crimes when they are heard without permis
sion by those who are not predisposed and predestined for them.IG 

The difference between the exoteric and the esoteric, formerly 
known to philosophers-among the Indians as among the Greeks, 
Persians, and Muslims, in short, wherever one believed in an or
der of rank and not in equality and equal rights-does not so 
much consist in this, that the exoteric approach comes from outside 
and sees, estima.tes, measures, and judges from the outside, not the 
inside: what is much more essential is that the exoteric approach 
sees things from below, the esoteric looks down from above. 
There are heights of the soul from which even tragedy ceasys to 
look tragic; and rolling together all the woe of the world-who 
could dare to decide whether its sight would necessarily seduce us 
and compel us to feel pity and thus double this woe? 

What serves the higher type of men as nourishment or delec. 
tation must almost be poison for a very different and inferior type. 
The virtues of the common man might perhaps signify vices and 
weaknesses in a philosopher. It could be possible that a man of a 
high type, when degenerating and perishing, might only at that 
point acquire qualities that would require those in the lower 
sphere into which he had sunk to begin to venerate him like a 
saint. There are books that have opposite values for soul and 
health, depending on whether the lower soul, the lower vitality, or 
the higher and more vigorous ones turn to them: in the former 
case, these books are dangerous and lead to crumbling and disin
tegration; in the latter, heralds' cries that call the bravest to their 

IG This theme is taken up again in several later sections. where the concept 
of the mask is discussed~ e.g., section 40. 
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courage. BooIes for all the world are always foul-sme11ing books: 
the smell of small people clings to them. Where the people eat 
and drink, even where they venerate, it usually stinks. One should 
not go to church if one wants to breathe pure air. 

31 

When otte is young, one venerates and despises without that 
art of nuances which constitutes the best gain of life, and it is only 
fair tbat one has to pay deady for having assaulted men and things 
in this manner with Yes and No. Everything is arranged so tbat 
the worst of tastes, the taste for the unconditional, should be cru
elly fooled and abused until a man learns to put a little art into his 
feelings and rather to risk trying even what is artificial-as the real 
artists of life do. 

The wrathful and reverent attitudes characteristic of youth 
do not seem to permit themselves any rest until they have forged 
men and things in sucb a way that these attitudes may be vented on. 
them-after all, youth in itself has something of· forgery and de
ception. Later, when the young soul; tortured by all kinds of dis
appointments, finally turns suspiciously against itself, still hot and 
wild. even in its suspicion and pangs of conscience-bow.wroth it 
is with itself now! how it tears itself to pieces, impatiently! how it 
takes revenge for its long self .. delusion, just as if it had been a de
liberate blindness! In this transition one punishes oneself with mis
trust against one's own feelings; one tortures one's own enthusiasm 
with doubts; indeed, one experiences even a good conscience as a 
danger, as·if it were a way of wrapping oneself in veils and the ex
haustion of subtler honesty-and above all one takes sides. takes 
sides on principle, against "youth.tt- Ten years later one compre
hends that all this, too-was still youth. 

32 

During the longest part of human history-so-called prehis
torical times-the value or disvalue of an action was derived from 
its consequences. The action itself was considered as little as its ori-
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gin. It was rather the way a distinction or disgrace still reaches back 
today from a chUd to its parents, in China: it was the retroactivo 
force of success or failure that Jed men to think wen or ill of an ac
tion. Let us call this period the pre-moral period of mankind: the 
imperative "know thyselfl" was as yet unknown. 

In the last ten thousand years, however, one has reached the 
point, step by step, in a few large regions on the earth, where it is no 
longer the consequences but the origin of an action that one allows 
to decide its value. On the whole this is a great event which in
volves a considerable refinement of vision and standards; it is the 
unconscious aftereffect of the rule of aristocratic values and the 
faith in "descent" -the sign of a period that one mayeall moral in 
the narrower sense. It involves the first attempt at self-knowledge. 
Instead of the consequences, the origin: indeed a reversal of per
spective! Surely, a reversal achieved only after long struggles and 
vacillations. To be sure, a calamitous new superstition, an odd 
narrowness of interpretation, thus become dominant: the origin of 
an action was interpreted in the most definite sense as origin in an 
intention,- one came to agree that the value of an action lay in the 
value of the intention. The intention as the whole origin and pre
history of an action-almost to the present day this prejudice dom
inated moral praise, blame, judgment, and philosophy on earth. 

But today--shouldn't we have reached the necessity of onco 
more resolving on a reversal and fundamental shift in values, ow
ing to another self-examination of man, another growth in pro
fundity? Don't we stand at the threshold of a period which should 
be designated negatively, to begin with, as extra .. moral? After all, 
today at least we immoralists have the suspicion that the decisive 
value of an action lies precisely in what is unintentional in it, while 
everything about it that is intentional, everything about it that can 
be seen, known, "conscious," still belongs to its surface and skin
Which, like every skin, betrays something but conceals even more. 
In short, we believe that the intention is merely a sign and symp
tom that still requires interpretation-moreover, a sign that 
means too much and therefore, taken by itself alone, almost noth
ing. We believe that morality in the traditional sense, the morality 
of intentions, was a prejudice, precipitate and perhaps provisional 
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-something on the order of astrology and atchemy-but In any 
case something that must be overcome. The overcoming of moral
ity, in a certain sense even the self-overcoming of morality-let 
this be the name for that long secret work which has been saved up 
for the finest and most honest, also the most malicious, consciences 
of today, as living touchstones of the souL 

33 

There Is no other way: the feelings of devotion, self ... sacrifico 
for one!s neighbor, the whole morality of self-denial must be ques
tioned mercUessly and taken to court-no less than the aesthetics 
of "contemplation devoid c)f all interest" which is used today as a 
seductive guise for the emasculation of art, to give it a good con· 
science. There is too much charm and sugar in these feelings of "for 
others," ''1not for myself," for us not to need to become doubly sus
picious at this point and to ask: Hare these not perhaps-seduc
tlonslu 

That they please-those who have them ang those who en
joy their fruits, and also the mere spectator-this does not yet con
stitute an argument in their lavor but rather invites caution. So let 
us be cautious. 

34 

Whatever philosophical standpoint one may adopt today, 
from every point of view the erroneousness of the world in which 
we think we live is the surest and firmest fact that we can lay eyes 
on: we find reasons upon reasons for it which would like to Jure us 
to hypotheses concerning a decept~ve principle in "the essence of 
things." But whoever holds our thinking itself, "the spirit," in other 
words, responsible for the falseness of the world-an honorable 
way out which is chosen by every conscious or unconscious advo
catus dei16-whoever takes this world. along with space, time, 

18 Advocate of God: Nietzsche's coinage. modeled after ad,'ocat", diaboll. 
devil's advocate. 
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form, movement, to be falsely inferred-anyone like that would at 
least have ample reason to learn to be suspicious at long last of all 
thinkin,g. Wouldn't thinking have put over on us the biggest hoax 
yet? And what warrant would there be that it would not continue 
to do what it has always done? 

In all seriousness ~ the innocence of our thinkers is somehow 
touching and evokes reverence, when today they still step before 
consciousness with the request that it should please give them hon
est answers; for example, whether it is ureal," and why it so reso
lutely keeps the external world at a distance, and other questions 
of that kind. The faith in "immediate certainties" is a moral naivete 
that reflects honor on us philosophers; but-after all we should 
not be "merely moral" men. Apart from morality, this faith is a 
stupidity that reflects little honor on us. In bourgeois life ever .. 
present suspicion may be considered a sign of "bad character" and 
hence belong among things imprudent; here, among us, beyond 
tho bourgeois world and its Yes and No-what should prevent us 
from being imprudent and saying: a philosopher has nothing less 
than a right to Ubad character," as the being who has so far always 
been fooled best on earth; he has a duty to suspicion today, to 
squint maliciously out of every abyss of suspicion. 

Forgive me the joke of this gloomy grimace and trope; for I 
myself have learned long ago to think differently, to estimate dif
ferently with' regard to deceiving and being deceived, and I keep 
in reserve at least a couple of jostles for the blind rage with which 
the philosophers resist being deceived. Why not? It is no more 
than a moral prejudice that truth is worth more than mere appear
ance; it is even the worst proved assumption there is in the world. 
Let at least this much be admitted: there would be no lifo at all if 
not on the basis of perspective estimates and appearances; and if, 
with the virtuous enthusiasm and clumsiness of some philosophers, 
one wanted to abolish the "apparent world" altogether-well, sup
posing you could do that, at least nothing would be left of your 
''truth'' either. Indeed, what forces us at all to suppose that there is 
an essential opposition of "true" and "false"? Is it· not sufficient to 
assume degrees of apparentness and, as it were, lighter and darker 
shadows and shades of appearance-different "values, it to use tho 
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language of painters? Why couldn't the world tnat concerns us
be a fiction? And if somebody asked, "but to a fiction there surely 
belongs an author?"--couldn't one answer simply: why? Doesn't 
this "belongs" perhaps belong to the fiction. too? Is it not permitted 
to be a bit ironical about the subject no less than the predicate and 
object? Shouldn't philosophers be permitted to rise above faith in 
grammar? AU due respect for governesses-but hasn't the time 
come for philosophy to renounce the faith of governesses? If 

3S 

o Voltairet 0 humaneness! 0 nonsense! There is something 
about "truth/, about the search for truth; and when a human being 
is too human about it-tiil ne cherche Ie. vrai que pour faire Ie 
bient 18_1 bet he finds nothing. 

36 

Suppose nothing else were "given" as real except our world of 
desirefi and passions, and we could not get down; or up. to any 
other "reality" besides the reality of our drives-for thinking is 
merely a relation of these drives to each other: is it not permitted to 
make the experiment and to ask the question whether this "given" 
would not be sufficient for also understanding on the basis of this 
kind of thing the so-called mechanistic (or "material") world? I 
mean, not as a deception, as "mere appearance," an "idea" (in the 
sense of Berkeley and Schopenhauer) but as holding the same rank 
of reality as our affect-as a more primitive form of the world of 
affects in which everything still lies contained in a powerful unity 

IT Cf.: "It might be amusing. perhaps even instructive. to compare Ryle on 
ordinary language with W. D. Ross on prima lacie duties. There is a close 
resemblance bety"een Oxford deontology and Oxford Iinguisticism, not least 
jn the assumption that duties, like verbal habits. are 'learnt in the nursery' 
[Ryle's phrase]. and that ~hat nurse has told us goes for the rest of the 
world, too" (John Passmore. "Professor RyJets Use of 'Use' and 'Usage,' n 
The PI.ilosoplli('al Re,·;e,p. LXIU [January 1954],62). 
18 "He seeks the true only to do the goOd," 
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before it undergoes ramifications and developments in the organic 
process (and, as is only fair, also becomes tenderer and weaker) 
-as a kind of instinctive life in which all organic functions are still 
synthetically intertwined along with self-regulation, assimilation, 
nourishment, excretion, and metabolism-as a pre-Iorm of life. 

In the end not only is it permitted to make this experiment; the 
conscience of method demands it. Not to assume several kinds of 
causality until the experiment of making do with a single one bas 
been pushed to its utmost limit (to the point of nonsense, if I may 
say so)-that is a moral of method which one may not shirk today 
-it follows "from its definition," as a mathematician would say. 
The- question is in the end whether we really recognize the will as 
efficient, whether we believe in the causality of the will: if we do 
-and at bottom our faith in this is nothing less than our faith in 
causality itself-then we have to make the experiment of positing 
the causality of the will hypothetically as the only one. "Will," of 
course, can affect only "willu-and not "matter" (not "nerves/' for 
example). In short, one has to risk the hypothesis whether will 
does not atIect will wherever ,ceffects" are recognized-and 
whether all mechanical occurrences are not, insofar as a force is 
active in them, will force, eiIects of will. 

Suppose, finally, we succeeded in explaining our entire in
stinctive life as the development and ramification of one basic form 
of the will-namely, of the will to power, as my proposition has 
it; suppose all organic functions could be traced back to this will to 
power and one could also find in it the solution of the problem of 
procreation and nourishment-it is one problem-then one would 
have gained the right to determine all efficient force univocally as 
-will to power. The world viewed from inside, the world defined 
and determined according to its "intelligible character" -it would 
be "will to power" and nothing e1se.-

37 

"What? Doesn't this mean, to speak with the wlgar: God is 
refuted. but the devil is not1" On the contraryt On the contrary, my 
friends. And, the devil-who forces you to speak with the w]gar'l 
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38 

What happened most recently in the broad daylight of mod
ern times in the case of the French Revolution-that gruesome 
farce which, considered closely, was quite supedluous, though no
ble and enthusiastic spectators from all over Europe contemplated 
it from a distance and interpreted It according to their own indigna
tions and enthusiasms for so long, and so passionately, that the text 
finally disappeared under the interpretatlon--could happen once 
more as a noble posterity might misunderstand the whole past and 
in that way alone make it tolerable to look at. 

Or rather: isn't this what has happened even now? ha~entt we 
ourselves been this "noble postedty'·' And isn't now precisely the 
moment when, insofar as we comprehend thist it is all over? 

39 

Nobody is very likely to consider a doctrine true merely be
cause it makes people happy or virtuous-except perhaps the 
levely "idealists" who become effusive about the good, the true. 
and the beautiful and allow aU kinds of motley, clumsy, and benev
olent desiderata to swim around in utter confusion in their pond. 
Happiness and virtue are no arguments. But people like to forget
even sober spirits-that making unhappy and evil are no counter .. 
arguments. Something might be true while being harmful and dan
gerous in the highest degree. Indeed. it might be a basic character
istic of existence that those who would know it completely would 
perish, in which case the strength of a spirit should be measured ac
cording to how much of the "truth" one could still barely endure
or to put it more clearly. to what degree one would require it to be 
thinned down. shrouded, sweetened. blunted, falsified. II 

But there is no doubt at an that the evil and unhappy are morc 
favored when it comes to the discovery of certain parts of truth, 

19 This is relevant Ie.' Nietzsche·s conception of an order of rant and the 
themes of Part IX below. 
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and that the probabllity of their success here is greater-not to 
speak of the evil who are happy, a species the moralists bury in 
silence. Perhaps hardness and cunning furnish more favorable 
conditions for the origin of the strong. independent spirit and phi
losopher than that gentle, fine, conciliatory good-naturedness and 
art of taking things lightly which people prize, and prize rightly, in 
a scholar. Assuming first of aU that the concept "philosopher" is not 
restricted to the philosopher who writes books-or makes books of 
his philosophy. 

A final trait for the image of the free-spirited philosopber is 
contributed by Stendhal whom, considering German taste, I do 
not want to fail to stress-for he goes against the German taste. 
"Pour lIre bon philosophe," says this last great psychologist, "il 
faut eire SIC, clair, sans illusion. Un banquier, qui a fait fortune, a 
une partie du caraclere requis pour foire des decouvertes en phi
losophie, c' est-a-dire pour 'Voir clair dans ce qui est." to 

40 

Whatever is profound loves masks; what is most profound 
even hates image and parable. Might not nothing less than the op
posite be the proper disguise for the shame of a god? 21 A question
able question: it would be odd If some mystic bad not risked s,?me
thing to that effect in his mind. There are occurrences of such a deli
cate nature that one does wen to cover them up with some rudeness 
to conceal them; there are actions of love and extravagant gen
erosity after which nothing is more advisable than to take a stick 
and give any eyewitness a sound thrashing: that would muddle his 
memory. Some know how to muddle and abuse their own memory 
in order to have their revenge at least against this only witness: 
shame is Inventive. 

It is not the worst things that cause the worst shame: there is 

a..,-o be a good philosopber, one must be dry. clear. without it1usian. A 
banker who has made a fortune has one character trait that is needed for 
making discoveries in philosophy. that is to say. for seeing clearly into what 
b." 
!1 Cf. section 30 above. 
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not only guile behind a mask-there is so much graciousness in 
cunning. I could imagine that a human being who had to guard 
somethirlg precious and wlnerable might roll through life, rude 
and round as an old green wine cask with heavy hoops: the refine
ment of his sbame would want it that way .. 

A man whose sense of shame has some profundity encoun
ters his destinies and delicate decisions, too, on paths. which few 
ever reach and of whose mere existence his closest intimates must 
not know: his mortal danger is concealed from their eyes, and so is 
his regained sureness of life. Such a concealed man who instinctively 
needs speech for silence and for burial in silence and who is inex
hausuole in his evasion of communication, wants and sees to it 
that a mask of him roams in his place through the hearts and heads 
of his friends. And supposing he did not want it- he would stiR Ie-

, slize some day that in spite of that a mask of him is there-and that 
this is weu.. Every profound spirit needs a mask: even more, 
around every profound spirit a mask is growing continually" owing 
to the constantly false, namely shallow, interpretation of every 
word, ew;ry step, every sign of life he gives.22-

41 

One has to test oneseH to see that one is destined for inde
pendence and command-and do it at the right time. One should 
not dodge one's tests, though they may be the most dangerous 

t.9 This section Is obviously of great importance for the student of Nietz
sche: It suggests plainly that the surface meaning noted by superficial 
browsers often masks Nletzsche-S real meaning. which in extreme cases may 
approximata tho opposite of what the words might suggest to hasty readers. 
10 this sense "beyond lood aod evil'l aod ''will to power," "master moralit," 
and "hardness" and "'cruelty" may be masks that elicit reactions quIto m .. 
appropriate to what lies behind them. Specific examples will be found 0.11 
liter pages. 

Karl Jaspers has ca1ted attention to the similarity between Nietzsche and 
Kierkegaard at this point, In his lecture on Kierkegaard nnd Nietzsche (Ex
Istellt;allsm Irom DOltot\'lky to SDltre, edt Kaufmann, New York, Meridian 
Books, 1956, P. 165). See aJso Jaspers· Nietzsche (1936. pp. 358ft.; pp. 
405if. of the English version. Tucson. University of Arizonu Press. 1965. 
which unfortunately omits the references for the quotations). 
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game one could play and are tests that are taken in the end before 
no witness or judge but ourselves. 

Not to remain stuck to a person-not even the most toved
every person is a prison. also a nook,1I Not to remain stuck to a fa
therland-not even jf it sutIen most and needs help most-it is 
less difficult to sever one's heart from a victorious fatherland. Not 
to remain stuck to some pity-not even for higher men into whose 
rare torturo and helplessness some accident allowed us to look.St 

Not to remain stuck to a science-even if it should lure us with the 
most precious finds that seem to have been saved up precisely for 
us}tl Not to remain stuck to one's own detachment, to that voluptu
ous remoteness and strangeness of the bird who flees ever higher to 
see ever more below him-the danger of the mer. Not to remain 
stuck to our own virtues and become as a whole the victim. of some 
detail in us, such as our hospitality. which is the danger of dangers 
for superior and rich souls who spend themselves lavJshly, almost 
indifferently, and exaggerate the virtue of generosity into a vice. 
One must know how to conserve oneself: the hardest test of inde
pendence. 

42 

A new species of philosophers is coming up: I venture to bap
tize them with a name that is not free of danger. As I unriddle 
them, insofar as they allow themselves to be unriddled-for it be
Jongs to their nature to want to remain riddles at some point
these philosophers of the future may have a right-it might also be 
a wrong-to be called attempters.20 This name itself is in the end a 
:mere attempt and, if you will. a temptation •. 

18 Winkel bas been translated here and elsewhere as "nook"; but It can 
also mean angle, which would make senso here though not io many of tho 
other passages. 
!If This might be an allusion to Richard Wagner; but this Is a point Nietz
sche considered important generally, and it is developed at 1enstn in Part IV 
of ZQI'QlhlUlra. 
SI In German usage,' classical philology, which Nietzscho had giveD up ill 
order to devote himself entirety to his own writing. is a science. 
:to Yef8ucher could also mean tempters (which does not seem intended here, 



TIIB fREB spnur S3 

43 

Are these coming philosophers new friends of "truth"? That is 
probable enough, for all philosophers so far have loved their truths. 
But they wm certainly not be dogmatists. It must offend their pride, 
also their taste, if their truth is supposed to be a truth for everyman 
-which has so far been the secret wish and hidden meaning of all 
dogmatic aspirations. "My judgment is my judgment": no one else 
is casUy entitled to it-that is what such a philosopher of the future 
may perhaps say of himself. 

One must shed the bad taste of wanting to agree with many. 
·'Oood" is no longer good when one's neighbor mouths it. And 
how should there be a "common good"l The term contradicts it .. 
self: whatever can be' common always bas little value. In the end it 
must be as it is and always has been: great things remain for the 
great. abysses for the profound, nuances and shudders for the re
fined, and, in brief. an that is rare for tho rare.21-

44 

Need I stm say expressly after all this that they, too, wnt be 
free, very free spirits, these pbnosophers of the future-though just 
as certainly they wm not be merely free spirits but something more, 
higher. greater, and thoroughly dllierent that does not want to be 
misunderstood and mistaken for something else. But saying this I 

at least as the prim~ meaning) or experimenters (which is meant but 
would spon tho triple play on words): Yersuch (attempt or experiment) 
and Yer.suchun, (temptation). For some discussion of Nietzsche's "'experi
mentalism." aeo Xaufoiannts Nietzsche, Chapter 2. section III. Sec also sec
tion 210 below. 
:aT It is Interesting to comparo this critique of dogmatism with Heger •• Hegel 
had insisted that dogmatism is wrong in supposing that an isolated proposI
tion can. be the fonn of the truth; nothing is accomplisbed by ropeating such 
formulations: their Idgnificance depends on the meaning assigned to tho 
terms and Oil tho context; hence only tho system can be the form of tho 
truth. For a comparisoll of Hegel's and Nietzsche's 'Views of systems seo 
Kaufmannts Nietuche, Chapter 2. section II; the remainder of the chapter 
deals with Nietzsche's·'experimentalism" and its Uexistential" quality. 



S4 BEYOND OOOD AND EVIL 

feel an obligation-almost as much to them as to ourselves who 
are their heralds and precursors. we free spirits-to sweep away a 
stupid old prejudice and misunderstanding about the lot of us: aU 
too long it has clouded the concept "free spirit" like a fog. 

In all the countries of Europe, and in America, too, there now 
is something that abuses this name: a very narrow, imprisoned, 
chained type of spirits who want just about the opposite of what ac
cords with our intentions and instincts-not to speak of the fact 
that regarding the new phllosophers who are coming up they must 
assuredly be closed windows and bolted doors. They belong, 
briefly and sadly, among the leveler.f-these falsely so-called "free 
spirits"--being eloquent and prolifically scribbling slaves of the 
democratic taste and its "modem ideas"; they are all human beings 
without solitude, without their own solitude, clumsy good fellows 
whom one should not deny either courage or respectable decency 
-only they are unfree and rldicu10usly superficial, above aU in 
their basic inclination to find in the forms of the old society as it has 
existed so far just about the cause of tdlhuman'misery and fanure 
-which is a way of standing truth happny upon her head! What 
they would like to strive for with all their powers is the universal 
green .. pasture happiness of the herd, with security, lack of danger. 
comfort. and an easier life for everyone; the two songs and doc
trines which they repeat most often are "equality of rights" and 
"sympathy for aU that sufferstt-and suffering itself they take for 
something that must be Qboliahed. 

We opposite men, having opened our eyes and conscience to 
the question where and how the plant "man" bas so far grown 
most vigorously to a height-we think that this has happened every 
time under the opposite conditions. that to this end the dangerous ... 
ness of his situation must first grow to the point of enormity, his 
power of invention and simulation (his "spirit") had to develop un
der prolonged pressure and constraint into refinement and audac
ity. his life-will bad to be enhanced into an unconditional power
will. We think that hardl1ess, forcefulness, slavery, danger in the 
alley and the heart, life in hiding, stoicism, the art of experiment 
and devilry of every kind. that everything evil, terri~le, tyrannical 
in man, everything in him that is kin to beasts of prey and serpents. 
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serves the enhancement of the species "man" as much as its oppo
site does. Indeed, we do not even say enough when we say only that 
much; and at any rate we are at this point, in what we say and keep 
silent about, at the other end from all modern ideology and herd 
desiderata-as their antipodes perhaps? 

Is it any wonder that we "free spirits" are not exactly the most 
communicative spirits? that we do not want to betray in every par
ticular from what a spirit can liberate himself and to what he may 
then be driven? And as for the meaning of the dangerous formula 
"beyond good and evil," with which we at least guaid against be
ing mistaken for others: we are something different from tllibres
penseurs," "liberi pensatori,1J "Freidenker," 28 and whatever else 
all these goodly advocates of "modern ideas" like to call them
selves. 

At home, or at least having been guests, in many countries of 
the spirit; having escaped again and again from the musty agree
able nooks into which preference and prejudice, youth, origin. the 
accidents of people and books or even exhaustion from wandering 
seemed to have banished us; full of malice against the lures of de
pendence that lie hidden in honors, or money, or offices, or enthu
siasms of the senses; grateful even to need and vacillating sickness 
because they always rid us from some rule and its "prejudice," 
grateful to god, devil, sheep, and worm in us; curious to a vice, in .. 
vestigators to the point of cruelty, with uninhibited fingers for the 
unfathomable, with teeth and stomachs for the most indigestible, 
ready for every feat that requires a sense of acuteness and acute 
senses, ready for every venture, thanks to an excess of "free will," 
with fore- and back-souls into whose ultimate intentions nobody 
can look so easily~ with fore .. and backgrounds which no foot is 
likely to explore to the end; concealed under cloaks of light, con
querors even if we look like heirs and prodigals. arrangers and col
lectors from morning till late, misers of our riches and our crammed 
drawers, economical in learning and forgetting. inventive in 
schemas, occasionally proud of tables of categories. occasionally 
pedants, occasionally night owls of work even in broad daylight; 

18 Free-thinkers. 
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yes, when it Is necessary even scarecrows-and today it is neces
sary; namely, insofar as we are born, sworn, jealous friends of soli
tude, of our own most profound, most midnightly, most middaily 
solitude: that is the type of man we are, we free spiritsl And per
haps ,ou have something of this, too, you that are coming? you 
/Jew pbilosopbers?-



PART THREE 

---~d~~--

WHAT IS RELIGIOUS1 

1 Tho German title is Dill rellglDs, Wesen. The word Westn Is not easy to 
translate. In philosophJcal prose it is moat often rendered by "essence," but 
In many contextl "being" II called for: e.g., a natural being, a human being. 
Above, either "tbe religious nature" or "the religious being" might do. But 
In sectIoD 47 Nietzsche ~ of -u.o reUgioUi ncurosts:-or wbat I call 
'dtJI ",lgI8l, w",rt HI and this puts ODO Tn mind of contexts In which 
Wu,,. meaDI character, conduct, manne .... ain, and eYen ado: vlel W,se,. 
means much ado. Flnanz.wtHIi meBDI financial affairs. or the flnaDCIal es
tabUshment. or flnbnces. Banl:wIl,n, banks or banking In general; Min,,.. 
W'ltll, mining; and Krlegswtl',., military art-theso last examples como 
from a dictionary. 
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Part Three 

4S 

The human soul and its limits, the range of Inner human expert. 
ences reached so far, the heights, depths, and distances of these ex
periences. the whole history of the soul '(Jlar and its as yet unex
hausted possibUities-that is tho predestined hunting ground for 
a bom p~chologist and lover of tho "great hUllt. h But how often ho 
has to Bay to himself in despair: c'Ono hunter! alas, omy a single 
onel and look at this huge forest, thfs primeval forestl" And then he 
wishes he had a few hundred helpers and good, well-trained 
hounds that he could drive into the history of the human soul to 
round up hi8 game. In vain: it is proved. to him again and again, 
thoroughly and bitterly. how helpers and hounds for an tbetbings 
that excilo his curiosity cannot be found. What Is wrong with 
sending scholars into new and dangerous hunting grounds, where 
courage, sense, and subtle1J in every way are required. Is that they 
cease to be of any use precisely where the "great hunt, II but also the 
great danger, begins: precisely there they lose their keen eye and 
nose. 

To figure out and determine, for example, what kind of a hls
tory the problem of sclenee and consclencel has 80 far had in the 
soul of homines re!igio.s;,' one might perhaps have to be as pro
found, 81 wounded, as monstrous as Pascal's intellectual conscience 
was-and then one would still need that vaulting heaven of bright, 
mallcious spirituality that would be capable of surveying from 
above, ammging, and forcing into formulas this swarm of danger
ous and painful experiences. 

But who would do mo this service? But who would have timo 
to wait for such servants? They obviously grow too rarely; they are 
so improbable in any age. In the end one has to do everything one-

;I Wissen und Gewlssen: literally, knowledge and conscience. 
S Religious men. 
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sell in order to know a rew things oneself: that is, one has a lot to do. 
But a curiosity of my type remains after all the most agreeable 

of all vices-sorry, I meant to say: the love of truth has its reward 
in heaven and even on earth.-

46 

The faith demanded, and not infrequently attained, by orig
inal Christianity, in the midst of a ,keptical and southern free
spirited world that looked back 00, and still contained, a centuries
long fight between philosophical schools, besides the education for 
tolerance 'given by the imperium RomanumL...this faith is no' that 
ingenuous and bearIike subalterns' faith with which, say, a Luther 
orac€romwelltor some other northembarbarian of the spirit, clung 
to his god and to Christianity. ItJs much closer to the faith of Pas
cal,wmch resembles in a gruesome manner a continual suicide of 
reason--a ... tough, tong .. lived. wormlike reason that cannot be killed 
all ator1ceand with a single stroke .. 

From the start, the Christian faith is a sacrifice: a sacrifice of 
aU fl'eedom, all pride,allself--confidence of the spirit; at the same 
time, enslavement and seU"'mockery, self-mutilation. There is cru
elty and religious Phoenicianism in this faith which is expected of 
an over-ripe. multiple, and much-spolled conscience: it presup
poses that the sUbjection of the spirit hurts indescribably; that the 
whole past and the habits of such a spirit resist the ilbsurdissimum' 
which "faith" represents to it. 

Modem men, obtuse to all Christian nomenclature, no longer 
feel the gruesome superlative that struck a classical taste in the 
paradoxical formula "god on the cross." Never yet and nowhere 
has there been an equal boldness in inversion, anything as horrible. 
questioning, and questionable as this formula: it promised a reval
uation of al1 the values of antiquity. 

It is the Orient, deep Orient, it is the Oriental slave who re-

.. Roman Empire. 
I Height of absurdity. 
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venged himself in this way on Rome and itt:l noble and frivolous tol
erance, on the Roman ·'catholicity" of faith. It has always been 
not faith but the freedom from faith, that half-stoical and smiling 
unconcern with the seriousness of faith, that enraged slaves in their 
masters-against their masters. "Enlightenment" enrages: for the 
slave wants the unconditional; he understands only what is tyran
nical, in morals, too; he loves as he hates, without nuance, to the 
depths, to the point of pain, of sickness-his abundant concealed 
suffering is enraged against the noble taste that seems to deny 
suffering •. Nor was skepticism concerning suffering. at bottom 
merely a pose of aristocratic morality, the least cause of the origin 
of the last great slave rebellion which began with the French Revo
lution. 

47 

Wherever on earth the religious neurosis has appeared we find 
it tied to three dangerous dietary demands: solitude, fasting, and 
sexual abstinence. But one cannot decide with certainty what is 
cause and what effect., and whether any relation of cause and effect 
is involved here. The final doubt seems justified because among its 
most regular symptoms. among both savage and tame peoples, we 
also find the most sudden, most extravagant voluptuousness which 
then, just as suddenly, changes into a penitential spasm and denial 
of the world and will-both perhaps to be interpreted as masked 
epilepsy? But nowhere should one resist interpretation more: no 
other type has yet been surrounded by such a lavish growth of non
sense and superstition, no other type seems to have interested men, 
even philosophers, more. The time bas come for becoming a bit 
cold right here, to learn caution-better yet: to look away, to go 
away. 

Even in the background of the most recent philosophy, that of 
Schopenhauer, we find, almost as the problem-in-itself, this grue
some question mark of the religious crisis and awakening. How is 
the denial of the will possible? how is the saint possible? This really 
seems to have been the question over which Schopenhauer became a 
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phnosopher and began. And so it was a genuinely Schopenhauerian 
conclusion when his most convinced adherent (perhaps also the 
last one, as far as Germany is concerned), namely, Richard Wag
ner, finished his life's work at precisely this point and in tbe end 
brought this horrible and eternal type on the stage as Kundry, typ' 
vecu,· in the flesh-at the very time when the psychiatrists of al
most aU the countries of Europe had occasion to study it at close 
quarters, wherever the religious neurosis-or what I call "dar flli .. 
giose Wesen)' 'I-had its latest epidemic outbreak and pageant 
in the "Salvation Army!' 

Let us ask what precisely about this whole phenomenon of the 
saint has seemed so enormously interesting to men of all types 
and ages, even to phnosophers. Beyond any doubt, it was the air of 
the miraculous that goes with it-namely, the immediate succes
,ion 0/ opposites, of states of the soul that are judged morally in 
opposite ways. It seemed palpable that a "bad manit was suddenly 
transformed into a "saint," a good maD. The psycbology we have 
had so far suffered shipwreck at this point: wasn't this chiefly be· 
cause it bad placed itself under the dominion of moraIs, because it, 
too, belle,ved in opposite moral values and saw, read, interpreted 
these opposites into the text and the faclc;? 

What? The "miracle" merely a mistake of interpretation? A 
lack of philology? 

48 

It seems that Catholicism is much more intimately related to 
the Latin races than al1 of Christianity in general is to us northern .. 
ers-and unbelief therefore means something altogetber different 
in Catholic and Protestant countries: among them, a kind of rebel .. 
lion against the spirit of tbe race, while among us it is rather a re
turn to the spirit (or anti .. spirit) of the race. We northerners are un
doubtedly descended from barbarian racest which also shows in 

• A type that has lived. 
T The title of this part of the book. See note 1 above. 
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our talent for religion: we have little talent for it. We may except 
the Celts, who therefore also furnished the best soil for the spread 
of the Christian infection to the north: in France the Christian ideal 
came to flourish as much as the pale sun of the north pennitted it. 
How strangely pious for our taste are even the most recent French 
skeptics insofar as they have any Celtic blood! How Catholic, how 
un-German Auguste Comte's sociology smells to us with its Roman 
logic of the instincts! How Jesuitical that gracious and clever cicer
one of Port-Royal, Sainte-Beuve, in spite of all his hostility against 
the Jesuits! And especially Ernest Renan: how inaccessible the 
language of such a Renan sounds to us northerners: at one in
stant after another some nothing of religious tension unbalances 
his soul, which is, in the more refined sense, voluptuous and in
clined to stretch out comfortably. Let us speak after him these 
beautiful sentences-and how much malice and high spirits stir 
immediately in our probably less beautiful and harder, namely more 
German, soul as a response! 

~'Dison' done hardiment que la religion est un produit de 
l'homme normal, que l'homme est Ie plus dans Ie vrai quand il est 
Ie plus religieux et Ie plus assure d'une destinee infinie • ••• C'est 
quand il est bon qu';l veut que la vertu corresponde a un ordre 
eternel, e'est quand il con temple les choses d'une maniere des;n
teres see qu'il trouve la morte revoltante et absurde. Comment ne 
pas supposer que c~est dans ees moments-la, que l'homme voit Ie 
mieux?" 8 

These sentences are so utterly antipodal to my ears and habits 
that on finding them my first wrath wrote on the margin IlIa niaise
Tie religieuse par excellence!" But my subsequent wrath actually 
took a fancy to them-these sentences standing truth on her headl 
It is so neat, so distinguished to have one's own antipodes! 

8 "So let us make bold to say that religion is a product of the normal man. 
that man is closest to the truth when he is most religious and most certain 
of an infinite destiny ..... It is when he is good that he wants virtue to 
correspond to an eternal order; it is-when he contemplates things in a dis .. 
interested manner that he finds death revolting and absurd. How can we 
but suppose that it is in moments like this that man sees best1" 
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49 

What is amazing about the reHgtosity of the ancient Greeks is 
the enormous abundance of gratitude it exudes: it is a very noble 
type of man that confronts nature and life in this way.' 

Later, when the rabble gained the upper hand in Greece, fear 
became rampant in religion, too-and the ground was prepared 
for Christianity.-

50 

The passion for God: there are peasant types, stucere and 
obtrusive, like Luther-the whole of Protestantism lacks southern 
delicatezza.10 There is sometimes an Oriental ecstasy worthy of a 
slave who, without deserving it, has been pardoned and 'e1evated
for example, in Augustine. who lacks in a truly offensive manner 
all nobility of gestures and desires. There is a womanly tendernesS' 
and lust that presses bashfully and ignorantly toward a unit) mys
rica et pllys;call-as in Madame de Ouyon.12 In many cases it ap 
pears oddly enough as a disguise for the puberty of a girl or youth.. 
here and there even a~ the hysteria of an old maid, also as her tinal 
ambition-and in several such instances the church has proclaime4 
the female a saint. 

'In other words, that affirms life as a great boon. in spite of all Its terrorft 
this shows great strength and a remarkable and noble freedom from Ie'
sentment. 
10 Delicacy. 
n Mystical and physical union. 
1::t Madame Guyon (Jeanne-Marie Bouvier de la Motte-OuyoD. 1648-1717); 
was a French mystic who is considered ono of the chief advocates of Quiet
ism, introduced before 1675 by Miguel Molinos (1640:96). a Spanish priest 
who was arrested by the Roman Inquisition in 1685 and sentenced to per
petual imprisonment in 1687. Madamo Ouyon wal imprisoned from 1695 
to 1703. The Q~ietist doctrine was condemned by Innocent XII in 1699 .. 
(These dates arc taken from TI,~ Ox/ord Companion ID Fttncl, Llteralure_ 
Oxford. Clarendon Presst 1959.) 
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SI 

So far the most powerful human beings have still bowed wor
shipfully before the saint as the riddle of self-conquest and delib .. 
erate final renunciation. Why did they bow? In him-and as it were 
behind the question mark of his fragile and miserable appearance 
-they sensed the superior force that sought to test itself in such a 
conquest, the strength of the will in which they recognized and 
honored their own strength and delight in dominion: they honored 
something in themselves when they honored the saint. Moreover, 
the sight of the saint awakened a suspicion in them: such an enor .. 
mity of denial; of anti-nature will not have been desired for noth
ing, they said to and asked themselves. There may be a reason for 
it, some very great danger about which the ascetic, thanks to his se
cret comforters and visitors. might have inside information. In 
short, the powerful of the world learned a new fear before him; 
they sensed a new power, a strange, as yet unconquered enemy
it was the ''will to power" that made them stop before the saint. 
They had to ask him--

S2 

In the Jewish "Old Testament," the book of divine justice, 
there are human beings, things, and speeches in so grand a style 
that Greek and Indian literature have nothing to compare with it. 
With terror and reverence one stands before these tremendous 
remnants of what man once was, and will have sad thoughts about 
ancient Asia and its protruding little peninsula Europe, which wants 
by all means to signify as against Asia the "progress of man." To be 
sure. whoever is himself merely a meager, tame domestic animal 
and knows only the needs of domestic animals (like our educated 
people of today, including the Christians of "educated" Christi
anity) has no cause for amazement or sorrow among these ruins
the taste for the Old Testament is a touchstone for "great" and 
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"sman" 1R-perhaps he will find the New Testament, the book of 
grace, still rather more after his heart (it contains a lot of the real, 
tender, musty true-believer and small-soul smell). To have glued 
this New Testament, a kind of rococo of taste in every respect, to 
the Old Testament to make one book, as the "Bible," as "the book 
par excellcnce"-that is perhaps the greatest audacity and "sin 
against the spirit" that literary Europe has on its conscience.Ii 

S3 

Why atheism today?-"The father" in (Jod bas been thor
oughly refuted; ditto, "the judge," "the rewarder." Also his "free 
wilP': be does not hear-and if he heard he still would not know 
how to help. Worst of all: he seems incapable of clear communica
tion: is be unclear? 

This is what I found to be causes for the decline of European 
theism, on the basis of a great many conversations, asking and lis
tening. It seems to me that the religious instinct is indeed in the 
process of growing powerfully-but the theistic satisfaction it re
fuses with deep suspicion. 

54 

What is the whole of modem philosophy doing at bottom? 
Since Descartes-actually more despite him than because of his 
precedent-all the philosophers seek to assassinate the old soul 
concept, under the guise of a critique of the subject-and .. predicate 
concept-which means an attempt on the life of the basic presup
position of the Christian doctrine. Modem philosophy, being an 
epistemological skepticism, is, covertly or overtly. anti-Christian
although, to say this for the benefit of more refined ears~ by no 
means anti-religious. 

II Another suggestion for an "order of rank." Cf. section 39. noto 19 above. 
:14 a. The Genealogy 9/ Moral,. Third Essay. section 22. 
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For, formerly, one believed in "the soult
' as one believed in 

grammar and the grammatical subject: one said. "I" is the condi
tion, "think" is the predicate and conditioned-thinking is an ac
tivity to which thought must supply a subject as cause" Then ono 
tried with admirable perseverance and cunning to get out of this 
net-and asked whether the opposite might not be the case: 
"think" the condition, "r' the conditioned; ur' in that case only a 
synthesis which is made by thinking. At bottom, Kant wanted to 
prove that, starting from the subject. the subject eould not be 
proved-nor could the object: the possibility of a mer.ely apparent 
existence of the subject, "the soul" in other words. may not always 
have remained strange to him-that thought which as Vedanta 
phllosophy existed once before on thi& earth and exercised tre
mendous power. 

S5 

There is a great ladder of religious cruelty, with many rungs; 
but three of these are the most important. 

Once one sacrificed human beings to one'a god, perhaps pre
cisely those whom one loved most: the sacrifices of the first-bam 
in all prehistoric religions belong here. as well as the sacrifice of the 
Emperor Tiberius in the Mithras grotto of the isle of Capri, that 
most gruesome of all Roman anachronisms. 

Then, during the moral epoch of mankind, one sacrificed to 
one's god one's own strongest instincts, one's Unature": thi9 festive 
joy lights up the cruel eyes of the ascetic, the "anti-natural" en
thusiast. 

Finally-what remained to be sacrificed? At long lastt did one 
not have to sacrifice for once whatever is comforting, holy, healing; 
all hope, all faith in hidden harmony, in future bUsses and justices? 
didn't one have to sacrifice God himself and, from cruelty against 
oneself, worship the stone, stupiditYt gravity, fate, the nothing? To 
sacrifice God for the nothing-this paradoxical mystery of the 
final cruelty was reserved for the generation that is now coming 
up: all of us already know something of this.-
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56 

Whoever has endeavored with some enigmatic Jonging, 8S I 
bave, to think pessimism through to its depths and to liberate it 
from the half-Christian, half .. German narrowness and simplicity in 
which It has finally presented itself to our century, namely, in the 
form of Schopenhauer's phUosophy; whoever has really, with an 
Asiatic and supra-Asiatic eye, looked into, down into the most 
world--denying of all possible ways of thinking-beyond good and 
evil and no longer, like the Buddha and Scbopenhauer. under tho 
spell and delusion of morality-may just thereby, without really 
meaning to do so, have opened his eyes to tho opposite ideal: tho 
idea! of the most high-spirited. alive. and world ... affirming human 
being who has not only come to terms and learned to get along 
with whatever was and is, but who wants to have what was Qnd I, 
repeated into all eternity,1' shouting insatiably da copo18-not only 
to himself but to the whole play and spectacle, and not only to a 
spectacle but at bottom to him who needs precisely this spectacle
and who makes jt necessary because again a~d again he needs him
self-and makes himself necessary- What? And this wouldn't 
bo-circulus vitiosus deusl 1f 

57 

With the strength of his spiritual eye and insight grows dis
tance and, as it were, the space around man: his world becomes 
more profound; ever Dew stars, ever new riddles and images be .. 
corne visible for him. Perhaps everything on which the spirit's eye 
bas exercised its acuteness and thoughtfulness was nothing but an 

til An allusion to Nietzsche·s doctrine of the eternal recurrence of all events. 
ct. the penultimate cbapter of 111111 Spokt ZarulllIIstrot especially sections 
10 and 11 (Portable Nleturh£s. pp. 43.5f.). and, for critical expositions. 
Kaufmann', Nlelucllt, Chapter II. section II. and A. Danto·s Ni£stuc}le aI 
Pldlosopl.er (New York. Macmillan. 1965). Chapter 7. 
18 From the beginning: a musical direction. 
1'l A'vjcious circle made god? or: God is a vicious c:ircle? or, Jeast likely: 
tho circle is a vicious god? 
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oceasion for this exercise, a playful matter, something for children 
and those who are childish. Perhaps the day will come when the 
most solemn concepts which have caused tho most fights and suf
fering, the concepts "Godlt and "sin:' will seem no more important 
to us than a child's toy and a child's pain seem to an old man-and 
perhaps "the old man" wUl then be in need of another toy and an
other pain-still child enough, an eternal chUdl 

58 

Bas it ever been reany noted to what. extent a genuinely reli
gious life (both its microscopic favorito occupation of self .. 
examination and that tender composure which caUs itself "prayer" 
and is a continual readiness for the "coming of God") requires a lei
sure elass, or haH .. leisure-I mean leisure with a good conscience, 
from way back, by blood, to which the aristocratic feeling, that 
work disgraces is not altogether alien-the feeling that it makes 
soul and body common. And that consequently our modem, 
DOisy, time-consuming industriousness, proud of itself, stupidly 
proud. educates and prepares people, more than anything else does, 
precisely for "unbelief." 

Among those, for example, who now live in Germany at a 
dIstance from religion I find people whose "free-thinking" is of 
diverse types and origins, but above all a majority of ,those in 
whom industriousness has, from generation unto generation, dis
solved the religious instincts, so they no longer even know what 
religions are good for and merely register their presence in the 
world with a kind of dumb amazement. They feel abundantly com
mitted, these good people, whether to their business or to their 
pleasures, not to speak of the "fatherland" and the newspapers and 
t'familyobligations": it seems that they simply have no time left 
for religion, the more so because it remains unclear to them 
whether it involves another business or another pleasure-for it is 
Dot possible, they say to themselves, that one goes to church merely 
to dampen one's good spirits. They are not enemies of religious cus
toms;, when participation in such customs is required in certain 
cases, by the state, for example, they do what is required. as one 
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does so many things-with a patient and modest seriousness and 
without much curiosity and discomfort: they simply live too much 
apart and outside to feel any need for any pro and con in such mat
ters. 

Those indifferent in this way include today th~ great majority 
of German middle-class Protestants. especially in the great indus
trious centers of trade and traffic; also the greatma jority of indus
trious scholars and the other accessories of the universities (except ... 
ing the theologians, whose presence and possibility there pose ever 
increasing and ever subtler riddles for a psychologist). Pious or 
even merely churchly people rarely have the slightest idea how 
much good wiU-one might say caprice-is required of a German 
scholar today if he js to take the problem of religion seriously. On 
the basis of his whole trade (and. as noted, on the basis of the 
tradelike industriousness to which he is committed by bis modem 
conscience) he is inclined toward a superior, almost goodMnatured 
amusement in the face of religion, occasionally mixed with a dash 
of disdain for the "uncleanliness" of the spirit which he assumes 
wherever a church is still acknowledged. The scholar succeeds only 
with thebelp of history (not Oll the basis of his own personal ex
perience) to muster a reverent seriousness and a certain shy con
sideration in the face of religion. But even if he raises his feeling 
into real gratitude toward it,18 he still has not personally ap'" 
proached, not even by a single step. what still exists now as church 
or piety; perhaps even the opposite. The practical indifference to
ward religious matters into which he has been born and brought up 
is generally sublimated in him into caution and cleanliness that 
shun contact with religious men and matters; and it may be pre
cisely the depth of his tolerance and humanity that bids him dodge 
the subtle distress involved in tolerance. 

Every age has its own divine type of naivete for whose inven
tion other ages may envy it-and how much naivete, venerable, 
childlike, and boundlessly clumsy naivete lies in the scholar's faith 
jn bis superiority, in the good conscience of his tolerance, in the un-

111 In other words. even It he rises above all resentment and sees only the 
good done by religion. 
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suspecting simple certainty with wbich his instinct treats the reli
gious man as an inferior and lower type that he has outgrown, leav
ing it behind, beneath him-bim, that presumptuous little dwarf 
and rabble man, the assiduous and speedy head .. and handiworker 
01 "ideas,t' of "modem ideas"l 

Anyone who has looked deeply into the world may guess how 
much wisdom lies in the superficiality. of men. The instinct that pre
serves them teaches them to be ilighty. ligh~ and false. Here and 
there one encounters an impassioned and exaggerated worship of 
"pure forms,tt among both philosophers and artists: let nobody 
doubt that whoever stands. that much in need of the cult of surfaces 
must at some time have reached beneath them with disastrous 
results. 

Perhaps there even exists an order of rank among these burnt 
children, these born artists who can find the enjoyment of life only 
Jn. the intention of falsifying its image. (as it were, in a longwinded 
revenge on life): the degree to which life has been spoUed for 
them might be inferred from the degree to which they wish to see 
its imago falsified, thinned down, transcendentalized, deified-the 
homines religiosi might be included among artists, as their highest 
rank. 

It is the profound, suspicious fear of an incurable pessimism 
that forces whole millennia to bury their teeth in and cling to a reli
gious interpretation of existence: the fear of that instinct which 
senses tbat one might get a hold of the truth too soon, before man 
has become strong enough, hard enough, artist enough. 

Piety, the "life in Ood," seen in this way, would appear as the 
subtlest and final offspring of the lear of truth, as an artist's worship 
and intoxication before tbe most consistent of all falsifications; as 
the wm to the 'inversion of truth, to untruth at any price. It may be 
that until now there has been no more potent means for beautifying 
man bimseJf than piety: it can turn man into so much art, surface. 
play of eolors. graciousness that his sight no longer makes one 
suffer.-
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60 

To love man for Gotls sake-that has so far been the noblest 
and most remote feeling attained among men. That the love of man 
is just one more stupidity and brutishness if there is no ulterior in
tent to sanctify it; that the inclination to such love of man must re
ceive its measure, its subtlety, its grain of salt and dash of amber
gris from some higher inclination-whoever'the human being-may 
have been who first felt and "experienced" this, however much his 
tongue may have stumbled 10 as it tried to express such dllicatesse" 
let him remain holy and venerable for us for all time as the human 
bein~ who has flown highest yet and gone astray most beautifullyl 

61 

The phUosopber as we understand him. we free sptrits--as the 
man of the most comprebensive responsibility who has the eon .. 
science for the over-all developmen~ of man-this philosopher win 
make lise or religions for his project of cultivation20 and education. 
just as he will make use of whatever political and economic states 
are at hand. The selective and cu1tivatinfl influence, always de
structive as well as creative and form-giving, which ean be exerted 
with the help of religions, is always multiple and different accord
ing to the sort of human beings who are placed under its spell and 
protection. For the strong and independent who are prepared and 
predestined to command and in whom the reason and art of a gov
erning race become incarnate, religion is one more means for over
coming resistances, for the ability to rule-as a bond that unites 
rulers and subjects and betrays and delivers the consciences of the 
latter, that which is most concealed and intimate and would like 
to elude obedience, to the former. And if a few individuals of such 

lit Probably an allu,ion to Exodu& 4: to: the context requires us to think of 
Moses. in any case. 
:!n Seillem Ziif:l.tltllgs .. IlIIel Er:iel.,mgllu·erlt.t. 
:It ZRclltlndt. 
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noble descent are inclined through Jofty spirituality to prefer a 
more withdrawn and contemplative life and reserve for themselves 
only the most subtle type of rule (over selected disciples or brothers 
in some order), then religion can even be used as a means for ob
taining peace from the noise and exertion of cruder forms of gov
ernment, and purity from the necessary dirt of all politics. That is 
how the Brahmins, for example, understood things: by means of a 
religious organization they gave themselves the power of nominat
ing the kings of the people while they themselves kept and felt 
apart and outside, as men of higher and supra-royal tasks. 

Meanwhile religion also gives to some of the ruled the in
struction and opportunity to prepare themselves for future ruling 
and obeying: those slowly ascending classes-in which, thanks to 
fortunate marital customs, the strength and joy of the will. the will 
to self-control is ever growing-receive enough nudges and 
temptations from religion to walk the paths to higher spirituality_ 
to test the feelings of great self-overcoming. of silence and solitude. 
Asceticism and puritanism are almost indispensable means for 
educating and ennobling a race that wishes to become master over 
its origins among the rabble and that works its way up toward fu
ture rule. 

To ordinary human beings, finally-the vast majority who 
exist for service and the general advantage, and who may exist only 
for that-religion gives an inestimable contentment with their situ
ation and type, manifold peace of the heart, an ennobling of obedi
ence, one further happiness and sorrow with their peers and some
thing transfiguring and beautifying, something of a justification 
for the whole everyday character_ the whole lowliness, the whole 
half-brutish poverty of their souls. Religion and religious signifi
cance spread the splendor of the sun over such ever-toiling human 
beings and make their own sight tolerable to them. Religion has 
the same effect which an Epicurean philosophy has on sufferers of 
a higher rank: it is refreshing, refining, makest as it were. the most 
of suffering, and in the end even sanctifies and justifies. Perhaps 
nothing in Christianity or Buddhism is as venerable as their art of 
teaching even the lowliest how to place themselves through piety 
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in an illusory higher order of things and thus to maintain their con
tentment with the real order, in which their life is hard enough
and precisely this hardness is necessary. 

62 

In the end, to be sure-to present the other side of the ac
count of these religions, too, and to expose their uncanny danger
ousness-one always pays dearly and terribly when religions do 
not want to be a means of education and cultivation in the philoso
pher's hand but insist on having their own sovereign way. when 
they themselves want to be ultimate ends and not means among 
other means. There is among men as in every other animal species 
an excess of failures, of the sick, degenerating, infirm, who suffer 
necessarily; the successful cases are, among men too, always the 
exception-and in view of the fact that man is the as yet undeter
mined animal, the rare exception. But sHU worse: the higher the 
type of man that a man represents, the greater the improbability 
that he will turn out well. The accidental, the law of absurdity in 
the whole economy of mankind, manifests itself most horribly in 
its destructive effect on the higher men whose complicated condi
tions of life can only be calculated with great subtlety and diffi
culty. 

What, then, is the attitude of the above-mentioned two great
est religions toward this excess of cases that did not turn out right? 
They seek to preserve, to preserve alive whatever can possibly be 
preserved; indeed, as a matter of principle, they side with these 
cases as religions for sufferers; they agree with all those who suffer 
life like a sickness and would like to make sure that every other 
feeling about life should be considered false and should become 
impossible. Even if the very highest credit is given to this consid
erate and preserving care, which, besides being directed toward 
all the others, was and is also directed toward the highest type of 
man. the type that so far has almost always suffered most; never
theless, in a total accounting, the sovereign religions we have had 
so far are among the chief callses that have kept the type "man" 
on a lower rung-they have preserved too much of what ought to 
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perish. What we have to thank them for is inestimable; and who 
could be rich enough in gratitude not to be impoverished in view of 
all that the "spiritual men" of Christianity, for example, have so 
far done for Europe! And yet, when they gave comfort to sufferers, 
courage to the oppressed and despairing, a staff and support to the 
dependent, and lured away from society into monasteries and 
penitentiaries for the soul those who had been destroyed inwardly 
and who had become savage: how much more did they have to do 
besides, in order to work with a good conscience and on principle, 
to preserve all that was sick and that suffered-which means, in 
fact and in truth, to worsen the European race? Stand all valuations 
on their head-that is what they had to do. And break the strong, 
sickly o'er22 great hopes, cast suspicion on the joy in beauty, bend 
everything haughty, manly, conquering. domineering, all the in
stincts characteristic of the highest and best-turned-out type of 
"man," into unsureness, agony of conscience, self-destruction
indeed, invert all love of the earthly and of dominion over the 
earth into hatred of the earth and the earthly-that is the task the 
church posed for itself and had to pose, until in its estimation "be
taming unworldly:' "unsensual." and Uhigher men" were fused 
into a single feeling. 

Suppose we could contemplate the oddly painful and equally 
crude and subtle comedy of European Christianity with the mock
ing and aloof eyes of an Epicurean god, I think our amazement 
and laughter would never end: doesn't it seem that a single wm 
dominated Europe for eighteen centuries-to turn man into a 
sublime miscarriage? Anyone .. however, who approached this al
most deliberate degeneration and atrophy of man represented by 
the Christian European (Pascal, for example), feeling the oppo
site kind of desire .. not in an Epicurean spirit but rather with some 
divine hammer in his hand, would surely have to cry out in wrath, 
in pity, in horror: "0 you dolts, you presumptuous, pitying do1ts. 
what have you done! Was that work for your hands? How have you 
bungled and botched my beautiful stone! What presumptiont" 

I meant to say: Christianity has been the most calamitous 

81 An allusion to Hamletts "sicklied o'er by the pale cast of thought." 
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kind of arrogance yet. Men, not high and hard enough to have 
any right 10 try to form man as artists; men, not strong and far
sighted enough to let the foreground law of tbousandfold, failure 
and ruin prevail, though it cost them sublime self-conquest; men, 
not noble enough to see the -abysmally different order of rank, 
chasm of rank, between man and man-such men have so far held 
sway over the fate of Europe, with their "equal before God," until 
finally a smaller, almost ridiculous type, a herd animal, something 
eager to p1ease, sickly. and mediocre has been bred,; the European 
of today-
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63 

Whoever is a teacher through and through takes all things seriously 
only in relation to his students-even himself. 

64 

"Knowledge for its own sake"-that is the last snare of moral
Ity: with that one becomes completely entangled in it once mote. 

65 

The attraction of knowledge would be small if one did Dot 
lave to overcome so much shame on the way. 

65a1 

One is most dishonest to onets god: he is not allowed to siD. 

66 

The inclination to depreciate himself, to let himself be robbed, 
lied to, and taken advantage of. could be the modestil of~ a god 
among men. 

67 

Love of one is a barbarism; for it is exercised at the expense 
of aU others. The love of God, too. 

SIn tho original edition of 1886 and in tbe second edition of 1891 this sec
tien bean the lime number (65) as that preceding 1t. In the third and 
fourth editions of J893 and 18'4. the editor Introduced minor changes and 
nnumbered aU the sections from this ~int on. In the standard editions (tbo 
so-called GrossoJc.tav and the MusadoD editions) this section Is dis
tinguished from the ODO preceding It by the addition of an tta." Schlechta. 
"holO edition of the works In three volumes is widely considered impec
cable philologically, fonows the standard editions although he purports to 
fonow tho edition of 1886. Sim. ... ar instances will be noted in subsequent 
Dotes • 
• Scham: in most other places (see seetioDS 40 and 65 above) this word has 
been translated as "shame. lit 
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68 
., 1tave done that," says my memory. .er cannot have done 

that," says my pride, and remains inexorable. BventuaUy-mem
oryyields.1 

69 
One has watched life badly if one has not also seen the hand 

dW conslderately-kilIs. 

70 

If ono has character one also has one's typical experience. 
which recurs repeatedly_ 

71 

The sage as astronomer.- As tong as you stm experience the 
stars as something "abovo you" you lack the eye of knowledge. 

12 
Not the intensity but the duration of hiSh feelings makes high 

men. 

73 

Whoever reaches his ideal transcends it eo ipS(}. 

73a' 

Many a peacock hides his peacock taU from all eyes-and 
calls that his pride. 

74 
A man wIth spirit Is unbearable if he does not also !tave at 

least two other things: gratitude' and cleanliness • 

• Preud'. theory of repreaioll ". IIUCI-Of In 01'0. Other sections that put 
one in mInd of Freud Include 3 above and 75 below; but thia Iis& caUl4 
easily be lengthened. 
• See section 65a. note 1 .. above. 
I AgalDt as ,In sections 49 and 58. ptltudo is vIrtually an antonym of re
sentment. 
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75 

The degree and kind of a man's sexuality reach up into the 
ultimate pinnacle of his spirit. 

76 

Under peaceful conditions a warlike man sets upon himself. 

77 
With one's principles one wants to bully onets habits, or jus

tify, bonar, scold, or conceal them: two men with the same princi
ples probably aim with them at something basically different. 

78 

Whoever despises himself still respects himself as one who 
despises. 

79 

A soul that knows it' is loved but does not Itself love betrays 
its sediment: what is at the bottom comes up. 

80 

A matter that becomes clear ceases to concern us.- What 
was on the mind of that god who counseled: "Know thyself!" Did 
he mean: "Cease to concern yourself! Become objectivel"- And 
Socrates1- And "scientific men"1-

81 

It is terrible to die of thirst in the ocean. Do you have to salt 
your truth so beavily that it does not even-quench thirst any 
more? 

82 

"Pity for atr'-would be hardness and tyranny toward yout 

my dear neighborl-

83 

Instincl.- When the house burns one forgets even lunch.
Yes, but one eats it later in the ashes. 
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84 

Woman learns to hate to the ex.tent to which her charms-de .. 
crease. 

85 

The same affects in man and woman are yet different in 
tempo: therefore man and woman do not cease to misunderstand 
each other. 

86 
Women themselves always still have in the background of an 

personal vanity an impersonal contempt-for "woman."-

87 

Tethered heart, free spirit.- If one tethers one's heart se
verely and imprisons it, one can give onets spirit many liberties: I 
have said that once before. But one does not believe me, unless ono 
already knows it-

88 

One begins to mistrust very clever people when they become 
embarrassed. 

89 

Terrible experiences pose the riddle whether the ~rson who 
has them is not terrible. 

90 

Heavy, heavy-spirited people become lighter precisely 
through what makes others heavier, through hatred and love, and 
for a time they surface. 

91 

So cold, so icy that one burns one's fingers on him! Every 
hand is startled when touching him.- And for that vety reason 
some think he glows. 
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92 

Who has not, for the sake of his good reputation-sacrificed 
himself once?-

93 

Affability contains no hatred of men, but for that very reasoD. 
too much contempt for men. 

94 

A man's maturity-consists in having found again the serious-
ness one had as a child, at play. ! 

9S 

To be ashamed of one's immorality-that is a step on the 
staircase at whose end one is also ashamed of one's morality. 

96 

One should part from life as Odysseus parted from Nausicaa
blessing it rather than in love with it. 

97 

What? A great man? I always see only the actor of his own 
ideal. 

98 

If we train our conscience, it kisses us whne it hurts us. 

99 

The voice of disappointment:" "1 listened for an echo and 
heard nothing but praise-fl 

100 

In front of ourselves we all pose as simpler than we are: thus 
we take a rest from our fellow men. 

e Emphasized in most editions. but not in that of 1886 nor in Schlechta',. 
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101 

Today the man of knowledge might wen feel like God be
come animal. 

102 
Discovering that one is loved in return really ought to disen

chant the lover with the beloved. "What? this person is modest 
enough to love even you? Or stupid enough? Or-or-" 

103 

Danger in bappiness.1- "Now everything redounds to my 
best, now I love every destiny-who feels like being my destiny?" 

104 

Not their love of men but the impotence of their love of men 
teeps the Christians of tOday from-buming us.8 

lOS 

The pia frausi offends the taste (the "piety") of the free 
spirit, who has "the piety of the search for knowledge," even more 
than the impia jralls. Hence his profound lack of understanding 
for the church, a characteristic of the type "free spirit" -his un
freedom. 

106 

In music the passions enjoy themselves. 

107 

Once the decision has been made, close your ear even to the 
best counterargument: sign of a strong character. Thus an occa .. 
sional will to stupidity. 

1 See note 6 above. 
8 If Christians were really passionately concerned for the salvation of their 
fellow men in the hereafter. they would still burn those whose heresies lead 
legions into eternal damnation • 
• "Pious fraud" or holy lie; here Juxtaposed with I'impious fraud" or un
holy lie. The former means deceivlDg men for the sake of their own salva.. 
tion. as in Plato's Republic, 414C. 
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108 

There are no moral phenomena at all, but only a moral inter
pretation of phenomena-

109 

A criminal is frequently not equal to his deed: he makes it 
smaller and slanders It.1U 

110 

The lawyers defending a criminal are rarely artists enough to 
tum. tho beautiful terribleness of his deed to his advantage. 

111 

Our vanity k hardest to wound when our pride has Just 
been wounded. 

112 

Those who feel predestined to see and not to believe wiJl find 
aU believers too noisy and obtrusive: they fend them off. 

113 
·'You want to prepossess him in your favor? Then pretend to 

be embarrassed in his presence-" 

114 

The enormous expectation in sexual love and the seoso of 
shame in this expectation spoils aU perspective for women from 
the start. 

115 

Where neither love Dor hatred is in the game, a womants 
game is mediocre. 

1. One of Sartre's leitmotifs; ct. Electra in Le, MOilC/,tl (11" FlIt') and 
the ,problem of Les Mains lale, (Dirly HIIII.). 
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116 

The great epochs of our life come when we gain the courage 
to rechristen our evU as what is best in us. 

117 

The will to overcome an affect is ultimately only the wm of 
another, or of several other, affects. 

118 

There is an innocence in admiration; it is found In ,those to 
whom it has never yet occurred that they, too, might be admired 
someday. 

119 
The disgust with dirt can be so great that it keeps us from 

cleaning ourselves-from "justifying" ourselves. 

120 
Sensuality often hasten! the growth of ~ove so much that the 

roots remain weak and are easllytom up. 

121 
It was subtle of God to learn Greek when he wished to be

come an author-and not to leam it better. 

121 
Enjoying praise is in some people merely a courtesy of the 

heart-and just the opposite of vanity of the spirit. 

123 

Even concubinage has been corrupted-by marriage. 

124 

Whoever rejoices on the very stake triumphs not ov~r pain 
but at the absence of pain that he had expected. A parable. 
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125 

When we have to change our mind about a person, we hold tho 
ineonvenience he causes us very much against him. 

126 

A peoptetl is a detour of nature to get to six or seven great 
men.-Yes, and then to get around them. 

127 

Science offends the modesty of 'all real women. It malees them 
feel as if one wanted to peep under their skin-yet worse, under 
their dress and finery. 

128 

The more abstract the troth is that you would teach, the more 
you have to seduce the senses to it. 

129 

'I1le devn 'has the broadest perspectives for God; therefore be 
lceeps so far away from God-the devil being the most ancient 
friend of wisdom. 

130 

Wbat a man 1$ begins to betray itself wben his talent decreases 
-when he stops showing what he can do. Talent, too, is 1ioery; 
finery, too, is a hiding place. 

131 
The sexes deceive themselves about each other--1:Jecause at 

bottom they honor and love only themselves (or their own ideal, to 
put it more pleasantly). Thus man likes woman peaceful-but i 
woman is essentially unpeacefuJ, like a cat. however well she may 
have trained herself to seem peaceable. 

It Bin Yolk: the polemical and sarcastic thrust of this epigram depends. on 
the heavy reliance uf Germall Dutionnlism-both ill NIetzsche's timo and 
in the twentieth century-on the mystique of the Yolk. 
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132 

One is best punished for one's virtues. 

133 

Whoever does not know how to find the way to his ideal Iives 
more frivolously and impudently than the man without an ideaL 

134 

All credibility. all good conscience, aU evidence of truth come 
only from the senses. 

Pharisaism is not a degeneration in a good man: a good deal 
of it is rather the condition of all being good. 

136 
One seeks a midwife for his thoughts, another someone 

whom he can help: origin of a good conversation. 

131 

When associating with scholars and artists we eastty miscal
culate in opposite directions: behind a remarkable scholar .one finds, 
not Infrequently, a mediocre man, and behind a mediocre artist 
quite often-a very remarkable man. 

138 

When we are awake we also do what we do in our dreams: we 
Invent and make up the person with whom we associate-and im
mediately forget it. 

139 

In revenge and in love woman Is more barbarous than man. 

140 

Rule os a riddle.- "If the bond shan't burst-bite upon it 
first.1t 
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141 

The abdomen is the reason why man does not easily take him
self for a god. 

142 

The chastest words I have beard: ,ttDans le veritable amour 
ctest l'ame, qui enveloppe Ie corps.1J 12 

143 

Our vanity desires that what we do best should be considered 
what is hardest for us. Concerning the origin of many a morality. 

144 

When a woman has scholarly inclinations there is usuaUy 
something wrong with her sexually. Sterility itself disposes one 10-
ward a certain masculinity of tastej for man is, if I may say SOt "the 
sterile animal." 

145 
Comparing man and woman on the whole, one may say: 

woman would not have the genius for finery if she did not have an 
instinct for a secondary role. 

146 

Whoever fights monsters should see to it that in the process he 
does not become a monster. And when you look long into an abyss, 
the abyss also looks into you. 

147 

From old Florentine novels; also--from life: "Buona fem,.. 
mina e mala jemmina vllol bastone." 1:l Sacchetti, Nov. 86. 

148 

Seducing one's neighbor to a good opinion and afterwards be-

12 IIln true love it is the soul that envelops the body." 
18 "Good and bad women want a stick.·t 
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lieving piously in this opinion-who could equal women in this 
art?-

l49 

'What a time experiences as evil is usually an untimely echo 
of what was forme~ly experienced as good-the atavism of a more 
ancient ideaL 

150 

Around the hero everything turns into a tragedy; around the 
demi-god, into a satyr play; and around God-what? perhaps into 
"world"?-

l51 

Having.a talent is not enough: one also requires your permis
sion for it-right, my friends? 

152 

l'Where the tree of knowledge stands, there is always Para
dise": thus speak the oldest and the youngest serpents. 

153 

Whatever is done from love always occurs beyond good and 
evil. 

154 

Objections. digressions, gay mistrust, the delight in mockery 
are signs of health: everything unconditional belongs in pathology. 

1SS 

The sense of the tragic gains and wanes with sensuality. 

156 

Madness is rare in individuals-but in groups, parties, na
tions, and ages it is the rule. 
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157 

The thought of suicide is a powerful comfort: it helps one 
through many a dreadful night. 

IS8 

To our strongest drive, the tyrant in us, not only our reason 
bows but also our conscience. 

159 

One lIas to repay good and ill-but why precisely to the per
SOn who has done us good or ill? 

160 

One no longer loves one's insight enough once one communi
cates it. 

161 

Poets treat their experiences shamelessly: they exploit them. 

162 

"Our neighbortLis not our neighbor but his neighbor"-thus 
thinks every nation. 

163 

Love. brings the high and concealed characteristics of the 
lover into the light-what is rare and exceptional in him: to that 
extent it easily deceives regarding his normality. 

164 

lesus said to his lews: "The law was for servants-love God 
as I love him, as his sonl What are morals to us sons of Godl'· 

165 

Regarding Qll parties.- A shepherd always needs a beU· 
wether-or he himself must occasionally be a wether. 

14 In the re1isious sense. 



DBYOND 4000 AND BVIL 

166 

Even when the mouth lies, the way it looks still tells the truth. 

167 

In men who are hard, intimacy involves shame-and is pre-
cious. 

168 

Christianity gave Eros poison to drink: he did not die of it but 
degenerated-into a vice. 

169 

Talking much about oneself can also be a means to conceal 
oneself. 

170 
Ptaise is more obtrusive than a reproach. 

171 

In a man devoted to knowledge, pity seems almost ridiculous, 
like delicate bands on a cyclops. 

172 

From love of man one occasionally embraces someone at ran
dom (because one cannot embrace all): but one must not tell him 
this-

173 

One does not hate as long as one still despises, but only thoso 
whom one esteems equal or higher. 

174 

You utilitarians, you, too, love everything useful only 8S a 
vehicle for your inclinations; you, too. really find the noise of its 
wheels insufferable? 
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175 

In the end one loves one's desire and not what is desired.. 

176 

The vanity of others offends our taste only when it offends our 
vanity. 

177 

Perhaps nobody yet has been truthful enough about wbat 
"truthfulness" is. 

178 

One does not credit clever people with their fonies: what a 
10ss of human rightsl 

179 

The consequences of our actions take hold of us, quite indif
ferent to our claim that meanwhile we have "improved." 

180 

There is an innocence in lying which is the sign of good faith 
Jnacause. 

181 

It is inhuman to bless where one is cursed. 

182 

The familiarity of tbose who arc 'superior embitters because 
it may not be returned.-

183 

~'Not that you tied to me, but that I no longer believe you, lias 
shakenmeu

-
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184 

The high spirits of kindness may look like malice. 

18S 

"I don't like him."- Why?- "I am not equal to bim."
Has any human being ever answered that way? 
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Part Five 

186 

The moral sentiment in Europe today is as refined, old, diverse, 
irritable, and subtle, as the "science of morals" that accompanies it 
is still young, raw, clumsy, and butterfingered-an attractive con
trast that occasionally even becomes visible and incarnate in the 
person of a moralist. Even the term "science of morals" is much too 
arrogant considering what it designates, and offends good taste
which always prefers more modest terms. 

One should own up in all strictness to what is still necessary 
here for a long time to come, to what alone is justified so far: to 
collect material, to conceptualize and arrange a vast realm of subtle 
feelings of value and differences of value which are alive, grow, 
beget, and perish-and perhaps attempts to present vividly some of 
the more frequent and recurring forms of such living crystalliza
tions-all to prepare a typology of morals. 

To be sure, so far one has not been so modest. With a stiff sed .. 
ousness that inspires laughter, all our philosophers demanded 
something far more exalted, presumptuous, and solemn from 
themselves as soon as they approached the study of morality: they 
wanted to supply a rational foundation for morality-and every 
pbnosopber so far has believed tnat he has provided such a foun
dation. Morality itself, however. was accepted as "given.n How re
mote from their clumsy pride was that task which they considered 
insignificant and left in dust and must-the task of description
although the subtlest fingers and senses can scarcely be subtle 
enough for it. 

Just because our moral philosophers knew the facts of moral
ity onIy very approximately in arbitrary extracts or in accidental 
epitomes-for example, as the morality of their environment, their 
class, their church, the spirit of their time, their climate and part of 
the world-just because they were poorly informed and not even 
very curious about different peoples, times, and past ages-they 
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never laid eyes on the real problems of morality; for these emerge 
only when we compare many moralities. In all "science of morals" 
so far one thing was lacking, strange as it may sound: the problem of 
morality itself; what was lacking was any suspicion that there was 
something problematic here. What the philosophers called "a ra
tional foundation for morality" and tried to supply was, seen in the 
right light, merely a scholarly variation of the common faith in the 
prevalent morality; a new means of expression for this faith; and 
thus just another fact within a particular morality; indeed, in the 
last analysis a kind of denial that this morality might ever be COD

sidered problematic-certainly the very opposite of an examina
tion, analysis, questioning, and vivisection of this very faith. 

Listen, for example, with what almost venerable innocence 
Schopenhauer still described his task, and then draw yOllt conclu
sions about the scientific standing of a uscience" whose ultimate 
masters still talk like children and little old women: ·cnte principlet" 

he says (p. 136 of Grundprobleme der Moral),1 ·'the fundamental 

1 First edition of 1886 and second edition of 1891: "das Princil'. sagl et 
(p.. 136 der Grundprobleme der Moral), de: Grundsatz ••• " 

Musarion edition of tho We.rke: "das Princip, sagt er (p. 137 der 
Gnmdprobleme der Ethit), der Grnndsalz ••• tt 

Scb1echta'. edition, which purports to follow tho original edition, actu. 
aDy de&arts even a liUle further from it than the Musari01lausgabe: tlda. 
Prineip sagt er (S. 137 der Grundproblemo der Ethik). "der Grund-
atz ••• " 

The correct title of Schopenhauer'a book is Dlt beiden Grundproblem, 
tier Etb'" (tho two fundamental problems of ethic:a) , and In tho original 
edition of 1841 the quoted passage is found on f. 138. Niet%sche J1either 
placed the titlo in quotes nor Italicized it, and his alight variation of the 
titlo if! less odd than the fact that on SchopeJ;lhauer's own title page of 1841 
the titlo of the second CSS81', which Nietzsche cites. is given 88 flU,b" du 
Fundament de, Moral. nickl gekrOnt von der K. Diinischen SocietKt dor 
WJSSenschafteDt zn KOpenhagen, den 30. Januar 1840" ("On tho Founda .. 
tion of Morals, Dot awarded a prize by the Danish Royal Society ••• tt). 
Turning the page. one finds the table of contents, in which tho title of tho 
second essay is given as follows: HPNlsschrift ibtr di, Orundlagt de, 
Morar (Prize essay on the basis of mora1s) .. (The beading on p. 101 agrees 
with the table of contents, not with ~auer'J titlo page.) If Schopen
hauer could aay in one Instance 'undamtn, and in the other Gtundfa,.. 
Nietzsche might as well say Moral instead of Ethik; moreover. the word 
in the title that concerned Nietzsche was Moral, not Ethik. 

The editoR who changed tho title and page reference given by Nietzsche 
failed to insert three dots in the quotation itself, to indicate a minor omu. 
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proposition on whose contents all moral philosophers are really'" 
agreed-neminem laede, immo omnes, quantum potes, juva3-

that is really the proposition for which all moralists endeavor to find 
the rational foundation • • • the real basis of ethics for which 
one bas been looking for thousands of years as for the philosopher's 
stone." 

The difficulty of providing a rational foundation for the princi
ple cited may indeed be great-as is well known, Schopenhauer did 
not succeed either-and whoever has once felt deeply how in
sipidly false and sentimental this principle is in a world whose es
sence is will to power, may allow himself to be reminded that 
Schopenhauer, though a pessimist, really-played the llute. Every 
day.-after dinner: one should read his biography on that. And in
cidentally: a pessimist, one who denies God and the world but 
comes to a stop before morality-who affirms morality and plays 
the flute-the laede neminem mora1i~-what1 is that really-a 
pessimist? 

187 

Even apart from the value of such claims as Uthere is a cate
gorical imperative in us." one can stut always ask: what does such 
a claim tell us about the man who makes it? There are moralities 
which are meant to justify their creator before others. Other morali
ties are meant to calm him and lead him to be satisfied with himself. 
With yet others he wants to crucify himself and humiliate himself. 
With others he wants to wreak revenge, with others conceal him
self, with others transfigure himself and place himself way up; at a 
distance. This morality is used by its creator to forgetJ that one to 
have others forget him or something about him. Some moralists want 
to vent their power and creative whims on humanity; some others. 

sion of two and a half lines between "agreedt
' and the Latin quotation. 

This omission does not change the sense and Is in no way unfair to Scho
penhauer. 
2 "Rea1Jy" and ureallf: eigenlllC'lI. The emphasis is Nietz.'1chc's. not Seho
penhauertl. 
a UHurt no one; rather, help all 8S much as you can." 
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perhaps including Kant. suggest with their morality: "What de
serves respect in me is that I ~an obey-and you ought not to be 
different from me.lt_ In short, moralities are also merely a sign 
language oj the affects. 

188 

Every morality is, as opposed to loiller aIler,4 a bit of tyraDny 
against Unature"; also against "reason"; but this in itself is no ob
jection, as long as we do not have some other morality which per
mits us to decree that every kind of tyranny and unreasonls im
permissible. What is essential and inestimable in every motaHty is 
that it constitutes a long compulsion: to understand Stoicism or Port
R.oyal or Puritanism, one should recall the compulsion under 
which every language so far has achieved strength and freedom
the metrical compulsion of rhyme and rhythm. 

How much trouble the poets and orators of aU peoples have 
taken-not excepting a few prose writers today in whose ear there 
dwells an inexorable conscience--·'for the sake of some foolish ... 
ness"~ as utilitarian dolts say, feeling smart-Usubmitting abjectly 
to capricious laws:' as anarchists say, feeling .clree," even IIfree-
spirited." But the curious fact is that all there ,is or has been on 
earth of freedom, subtlety, boldness, dance, and masterly sureness, 
whether in thought itself or in government, or in rhetoric and per
suasion, in the arts just as in ethics, has developed only owing to 
the "tyranny of such capricious laws"; and in all seriousness, the 
probability is by no means small that precisely this is "nature" and 
Unatural"-and not that laisser aller. 

Every artist knows how far from any feeling of letting himself 
go his "most natural'- state is-the free ordering, placing, disposing, 
giving form in the moment of "inspiration'·-and how strictly 
and subtly he obeys thousandfold laws precisely then, laws that 
precisely on account of their hardness and determination defy aU 
formulation through concepts (even the firmest concept is, com-

.. Letting go.. 
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pared with them, not free of fluctuation, multiplicity, and ambigu
ity). 

What is essential "in heaven and on earth" seems to be, to say 
it once more, that there should be obedience over a long period of 
time and in a single direction: given that, something always devel .. 
ops, and has deve10ped, for whose sake it is worth while to live on 
earth; for example, virtue, art, music, dance, reason, spirituality
something transfiguring, subtle, mad, and divine. The long unfree .. 
dom of the spirit, the mistrustful constraint in the communicability 
of thoughts, the discipline thinkers imposed on themselves to think 
within the directions 1aid down by a church or court, or under Aris .. 
totelian presuppositions, the long spiritual will to interpret all 
events under a Christian schema and to rediscover and justify the 
Christian god in every accident-all this, however forced, capri-
cious, hard, gruesome, and anti-rational, has shown itself to be the 
means through which the European spirit has been trained to 
strength, ruthless curiosity, and subtle mobility; though admittedly 
in the process an irreplaceable amount of strength and spirit had to 
be crushed, stifled, and ruined (for here, as everywhere, "nature" 
manifests herself as she is, in all her prodigal and indifferent mag .. 
nificence which is outrageous but noble). 

That for thousands of years European thinkers thought merely 
in order to prove something-today, conversely, we suspect every 
thinker who ··wants to prove something"-that the conclusions 
that ought to be the result of their most rigorous reflection were al
ways settled from the start, just as it used to be with Asiatic as
trology, and still is today with the innocuous Christian-moral inter
pretation of our most intimate personal experiences "for the glory 
of God" and ufor the salvation of the souIn-this tyranny, this ca
price. this rigorous and grandiose stupidity has educated the spirit 
Slavery is, as it seems, both in the cruder and in the more subtle 
sense, the indispensab1e means of spiritual discipline and cultiva
tion, II too. Consider any mora1 ity with this in mind: what there is in 
it of Unature" teaches hatred of the laisser aller, of any aU-toa-great 

I Zucht ulJd ZJic/,lllng. 
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freedom. and implants the need for limited horizons and the near
est tasks-teaching the narrowing 0/ our perspective, and thus 
in a certain sense stupidity, as a condition of life and growth. 

·'You shall obey-someone and for a long time: else you will 
perish and lose the last respect for yourself"-this appears to me 
to be the moral imperative of nature which, to be sure, is neither 
"categorical" as the old Kant would have it (hence the "else") nor 
addressed to the individual (what do individuals matter to her?), 
but to peoples, races, ages. classes-but above all to the whole hu
man animal, to man. 

t89 

Industrious races find it very troublesome to endure leisure: 
It was a masterpiece of English instinct to make the Sabbath so holy 
and so boring that the English begin unconsciously to lust again for 
their work- and week-day. It is a kind of cleverly 'invented, cleverly 
inserted fast, the like of which is also encountered frequently in 
the ancient world (although, in fairness to southern peoples, not 
exactly in regard to work). There have to be fasts of many kinds; 
and wherever powerful drives and habits prevail, legislators bave 
to see to it that intercalary days are inserted on which such a drive 
is chained and leams again to hunger. Viewed from a higher 
vantage point. whole generations and ages that make their appear
ance, infected with some moral fanaticism; seem to be such times 
of constraint and fasting during which a drive learns to stoop and 
submit, but also. to purify and sharpen itself. A few philosophical 
sects, too. permit such an interpretation (for example, the Stoa in 
the midst of Hellenistic culture with its lascivious atmosphere, over
charged with aphrodisiac odors) .. 

This is also a hint for an explanation of the paradox: why it 
was precisely during the most Christian period of Europe and alto
gether only under the pressure of Christian value judgments that 
the sex drive sublimated 0 itself into love (amour-passion) • 

• Nietzsche was the first 10 use suhlimirtll in its specifically modern sense. 
which is widely associated with FreUd. On the history of this interesting 
term see Kaufmann'a Nielz;sche, Chapter 7, section IL 
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190 

There is something in the morality of Plato that does not really 
belong to Plato but is merely encountered in his philosophy-one 
might say, in spite of Plato: namely, the Socratism for which he was 
really too noble. "Nobody wants to do harm to himself, therefore 
all that is bad is done involuntarily. For the bad do harm to them .. 
selves: this they would not do if they knew that the bad is bad. 
Hence the bad are bad only because of an error; if ono removes the 
error. one necessarily makes them-good." 

This type of inference smells of the rabble that sees nothing 
in bad actions but the unpleasant consequences and really judges, 
"it is stupid to do what is bad," while "good" is taken without fur
ther ado to be identical with ''useful and agreeable." In the case of 
every moral utilitarianism one may immediately infer the same ori
gin and follow onc's nose: one will rarely go astray. 

Plato did everything be could in order to read something re
fined and noble into the proposition of his teacher-above all, him
self. He was the most audacious of all interpreters and took the 
whole Socrates only the way one picks a popular tune and folk song 
from the streets in order to vary it into the infinite and impossible
namely, into all of his own masks and multiplicities. In a jest, Hom
eric at that~ what is the .Platonic Socrates after all if not prosthe 
PIa/on opithen te Platon messe te Chimaira."l 

191 

The ancient theological problem of "faith" and tCJcnowtedgett 

--or, more clearly, of instinct and reason-in other words, the 
question whether regarding the va]uation of things instinct de
serves more authority than rationality. which wants us to evaluate 

,'lPlato in front and Plato behind, in the middle Chimaera.'- Cf. Iliad, 
VI:181. where Chimaera is described: "Lion in front and serpent behind. 
in the middle a goat.'· For Nietzsche's complex and seemingly contradic
tory view of Socrates. see Kaufmann's Nietzscl.e. Chapter 13. 
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and act in accordance with reasons. with a "why?"-in other 
words, in accordance with expedience and utility-this is still the 
ancient moral problem that first emerged in the person of Socrates 
and divided thinking people long before Christianity. Socrates him
self, to be sure, with the taste of his talent-that of a superior dia
lectician-had initially sided with reason; and in fact, what did he 
do his life long but laugh at the awkward incapacity of noble 
Athenians who, like all noble men, were men of instinct and never 
could give sufficient information about the reasons for their ac
tions? In the end, however, privately and secretly, he laugbed at 
himselft too: in himself he found, before his subtle conscience and 
self-examination, the same difficulty and incapacity. But is that any 
reason, he encouraged himself, for giving up the instincts'] One has 
to see to it that they as wel1 as reason receive their due--one must 
tollow the instincts but persuade reason to assist them with good 
reasons. This was the real falseness of that great ironic, so rieb in 
secrets; he got his conscience to be satisfied with -a kind of self
trickery: at bottom, he bad seen through the irrational elertlent in 
moral judgments. 

Plato, more innocent in such matters and lacking the crafti
ness of the plebeian, wanted to employ aU his strength-the great .. 
est strength any philosopher so far has had at his disposal-to 
prove to himself that reason and instinct of themselves tend toward 
one goalt the good. "God." And since Plato, all theologians and 
philosophers are on the same track-that is, in moral matters it has 
so far been instinct, or what the Christians call Ufaith," or "the 
herd," as I put it, that has triumphed. Perhaps Descartes should be 
excepted, as the father of rationalism (and hence the grandfather 
of the Revolution) who conceded authority to reason alone: but 
reason is merely an instrument, and Descartes was superficial. 

192 

Whoever has traced the bistory of an individual science finds 
a clue in its development for understanding the most ancient and 
eom:mon processes of all c'knowledge and cognition." There as 
here it is the rash hypotheses, the fictions. the good dumb will to 
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"'elfeve. ft the lack of mistrust and patience that are developed tint; 
our senses learn only late, and never leam entirely. to be subtle. 
faithfult and cautious organs of cognition. Our eye finds it more 
comfortable to respond to a given stimulus by reproducing once 
more an image that it has produced many times before, instead of 
registering what is different and new In an impression. Tho latter 
would require more strength, mqre"morality." Hearing something 
new Is embarrassing and diflicult for the ear; foreign music we do 
not hear weD. When we hear anothet language we try involun
tari1y to form the sounds we hear into words that sound mote· fa
miliar and more like home to us: thus the German, fot example. 
transformed Qrcubalisla, when be heard that, . into Armbrust.' 
What Is new finds our senses, too. hostile and reluctant; and even ill 
tho ICsimplest" processes of sensation tho affects dominate; such .. 
fcar.loye. hatred, including the passive affects of lazfn.ess. 

Just as little as a reader today reads allol the individual words 
(let alone syllables) on a page-rather he picks about five words 
at random out of twenty and "guesses" at the meaning tbatproba
bly belongs to these five word~just as little do we see a Ute ex
aetty and completely with reference to leaVes, twigs, color. and 
form; it is so very much easier for us simply to improvise some ap
ptbximation of a tree. Even in the midst of the strangest experi
ences we still do the same: we make up the major part of tho ex
perience and can scarcely be forced not to contemplate some event 
as its ·'inventors." AU this means: basically and from time im .. 
memorial we are-accustomed to lying. Or to put it more vh1uously 
and hypocritically, in short, mote pleasantly! one is much more of 
an artistthan one knows. 

In an animated conversation I often see the face of the person 
with wh()m I am talking so clearly and so subtly determined in ac
cordance with the thought he expresses. or that I believe has been 
produced in him, that this degree of clarity far surpasses my powers 
of vision: so the subtle shades of the play of the muscles and the ex
pression of the eyes must have been made up by me. Probably tho 
person made an altogether different face, or none at aU. 

8 Literally, arm-breast; both words mean crossbow. 
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193 

Quldquld lue/! fuit, tenebrls oglt:' but the other way around, 
too. What we experience in drearos-assuming that we experi
ence itoften--belongs in the end just as much to the over .. aD econ .. 
omy of our spul as anything experienced "actual It': we are richer 
or poorer on' account of it. have one need more or less, and finally 
are led a ]ittle by the habits of our dreams even in broad daylight 
and in the most cheerful moments of our wide-awake spirit. 

Suppose someone has Hown often in his dreams and finally, as 
soon ashe dreams, he is conscious of his power and art of Hight as 
if it were bis privDege, also bis characteristic and enviable happi .. 
ness. He believes himself capable of realizing every kind of arc 
and angle simply with the lightest impulse; he knows the feeling of 
a certain divine frivolity, an "upward" without tension and con .. 
straint, a "downward" without condescension and humlliation
without gr4l'ityJ How could a human being who had had such 
dream experiences and dream habits fail to find that the word 
"happiness" had a different color and definition in his waking Jife, 
too? How could he faD to-desire happiness differently? ·'Rising" 
as described by poets must seem to him, compared with this ·'Hy .. 
ing," too earthbound, muscle-bound, forced. too "grave:' 

194 

'The difference among men becomes manifest not only in the 
difference between their tablets of goods-in the fact that they con
sider different goods worth striving for and also disagree about 
what is more and less valuable, about the order of lank of the 
goods they recognize in common-it becomes manifest even more 
in what they take for really ha.ving and possessing something good. 

Regarding a woman, for example, those men who are more 
modest consid~r the mere use of the body and sexual gratification a 
sufficient and satisfying sign of "having,". of possession. Another 

8 "What occurred in the light. goes on in the dark." 
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type. with a more suspicious and demanding thirst for possession .. 
sees the "question mark:' the illusory quality of such "having" and 
wants subtler tests, above all in order to know whether the woman 
does not ,only give herself to him but also gives up for his- sake what 
she has or would like to have: only then does she seem to him 
"possessed .. " A third type, however, does not reach the end of his 
mistrust and desire for baving even so: he asks himself whether the 
woman, when she gives up everything for him, does not possibly do 
tbiJ for a phantom of him. He wants to be known deep down, abys
many deep down. before be Is capable of being loved at all; be 
dares to let himself be fathomed. He feels that his beloved Is fully 
In his p,ossession only when she no longer deceives herself about 
him, when she loves bim Just as mucKior his devilry and hidden in
s~tiabnity as for his graciousness, patience, and spirituality. 

One type wants to possess a people-and all the higher arts of 
a Cagliostro and Catiline suit him to that purpose. Someone else, 
with a more subtle thirst for possession. says to himself: "One may 
not deceive where one wants to possess." The idea that a mask of 
him might command the heart of the peoplelO irritates him and 
makes him. impatient: "So I must let myself be known. and first 
must know myself." 

Among helpful and charitable people one almost regularly 
encounters that clumsy ruse which first doctors the person to be 
helped-as.if, for example, be "deserved" belp, required just their 
help, and would prove to be profoundly grateful for all help, faith .. 
ful and submissive. With these fancies they dispose of the needy as 
of possessions, being charitable and helpful people from a desire 
for possessions. One finds them jealous if one crosses or antici
pates them when they want to help. 

Involuntarily, parents tum chUdren into something similar to 
themselves-they call that "education. It Deep in her heart, no 
mother doubts that the child she has borne is her property; no father 
contests his own right to subject it to his concepts and valuations. 
Indeed. formerly it seemed fair for fathers (among the ancient 
Germans, for example) to decide on the life or death of the new-

10 Tbil. of course. Was what bappened to Nietzscho himself after his death. 
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bom as they saw fit. And like the father, teachers, classes, priests. 
and princes still see, even today, in every new human being an un
problematic opportunity for another possession. So it follows--

195 

The Jews-a people "bom for slavery," as Tacitus and the 
whole ancient world say; "the chosen people among the peoples," 
as they themselves say and believe-the lews have brought off that 
miraculous feat of an inversion of values, thanks to which life on 
earth has acquired a novel and dangerous attraction for a couple 
of millennia: their prophets have fused "rich," "god Jess:' "evil," 
"violent," and "sensual" into one and were the first to use the word 
"world" as an opprobrium. This inversion of values (which in
cludes using the word "poor" as synonymous with "holi' and 
"friend") constitutes the significance of the Jewish people: they 
mark the beginning of the slave rebellion in morals.ll 

196 

Countless dark bodies are to be Inferred beside the sun-and 
we shall never see them. Among ourselves, this is It parabJe; and a 
psychologist of morals reads the whole writing of the stars only as 
a parable- and sign-language which can be used to bury much in 
silence. 

197 

We misunderstand the beast of prey and the man of prey (for 
example, Cesare Borgia) 12 thoroughly, we misunderstand U na_ 

11 But compare section 52 abovei also Humall. All· Too.H,mu"" section 
475, and Th~ DawlJ, section 20S (Portable Nittzsc:lte, pp. 6lff.~ 86f.); and. 
above all, sections 248 and 250 below. For a discussion of Nietzsche's image 
of the Jews and 'he many pertinent passages in his writings, see Kaufmann, 
Nietucl,e, Chapter 10. 
12 It bas often been alleged that Cesare Borgia was Nietzsche's ideal, but 
an examination of .lll of Nietzsche's references to him shows that this is 
plainly false (Kaufmann, Nietzsche, Chapter 7, section Ill). One can con
sider a type healthy without admiring it or urging others to emulate it. 
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ture," as long as we still look for something "patho]ogicatt· at the 
bottom of these healthiest of all tropical monsters and growths, or 
even for some "hell" that is supposed to be innate in them; yet 
this is what almost aU moralists so far have done. Could it be that 
moralists harbor a hatred of the primeval forest and the tropics? 
And that the "tropical manu must be discredited at any price, 
whether as sickness and degeneration of man or as his own hell and 
self-torture? Why? In favor of the "temperate zones"? In favor o~ 
temperate men? Of those who are "moral"? Who are mediocre?
This for the chapter "Morality as Timidity." 

198 

All these moralities that address themselves to the individual, 
for the sake of his "happiness," as one says-what are they but 
counsels for behavior in relation to the degree of dangerousness in 
which the individual lives with himself; recipes against his pas
sions, his good and bad inclinations insofar as they have the will to 
power and want to play the master; little and great prudences and 
artifices that exude the nook odor of old nostrums and of the wis
dom of old women; all of them baroque and unreasonable in form 
-because they address themselves to uan," because they gen .. 
eralize where one must not generalize. All of them speak uncondi
tionally, take themselves for unconditional, all of them flavored 
with more than one grain of salt and tolerable only-at times even 
seductive-when they begin to smell over-spiced and dangerous, 
especially "of the other world." All of it is, measured intellectu
ally, worth very little and not by a long shot "science," much less 
"wisdomt but rathert to say it once morc, three times more, pru
dence. prudence, prudencc i mixed with stupidity, stupidity, stupid
ity-whether it be that indifference and statue coldness against the 
hot-headed folly of the affects which the Stoics advised and ad
ministered; or that laughing-no-more and weeping~no-more of 
Spinoza, his so na'ively advocated destruction of the affects through 
their analysis and vivisection; or that tuning down of the affects to a 
harmless mean according to which they may be satisfied; the Aris
totelianism of morals; even morality as enjoyment of the affects in a 
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deliberate thinness and spiritualization by means of the symbolism 
of art, say, as music. or as love of God and of man for God's sake
for in religion the passions enjoy tho rights of citizens again, assum
ing that-; finally even that accommodating and playful sur
render to the affects, as Hafiz and Goethe taught it, that bold drop
ping of the reins, that spirituat .. physicallicentia morum18 in the ex .. 
ceptional case of wise old ow]s and sotsH for whom it .tno longer 
holds much danger." This, too, for the chapter "Morality as Timid
ity.'· 

199 

Inasmuch as at aU times, as long as there have been human 
beings, there have also been herds of men (clans, communities, 
tribes. peoples, states, churches) and always a great many people 
who obeyed, compared with the small number of those command .. 
ing--considering. then, that nothing has been exercised and tulti· 
vated better and longer among men so far than obedience-it may 
fairly be. assumed that the need for it is now innate in the average 
man, as a kind of formal conscience that commands: "thou shalt 
unconditionally do something, unconditionally not do something 
else,t. in short, "thou shalt." This need seeks to satisfy itself and to 
fill its fonn with some content. According to its strength, impatience. 
and tension, it seizes upon things as a rude appetite, rather indis .. 
criminately, and accepts whatever is shouted into its ears by some
one who issues commands-parents, teachers, laws, class preju ... 
dices, public opinions. 

The strange limits of human development, the way it hesitates. 
takes so long, often turns back, and ,moves in circles. is due to the 
fact that the herd instinct of obedience is inherited best, and at the 
expense of the art of commanding. If we imagine this instinct pro
gressing for once to its ultimate excesses, then those who command 

1S Moral1icense. 
14 The association of Goethe and Hafiz is suggested by Goethe's great col
lection of poems t West·Ostlicller Db/OIl (West.Eastern Divan. 1819). in 
which he identifies himself with the Persian poet. But the old Goethe. unlike 
Hafiz. was certainly no sot. 
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and are independent would eventually be lacking altogether; ot 
they would~secretly suffer from a bad conscience and would find it 
necessary to deceive themselves before they could command-as if 
they, too, merely obeyed. This state is actual1y encountered in. Eu
rope today: I call it the moral hypocrisy of those commanding. 
They know no other way to protect themselves against their bad 
conscience than to pose as the executors of more ancient or higher 
commands (of ancestors, the constitution, of right, the laws, or 
even of God). Or they even borrow herd maxims from the herdts 
way of thinking, such as "first servants of their peopleH or "instru
ments of the common weal. tt 

. On the other side, the herd man in Europe today gives him
self the appearance of being the only permissible kind of man, 
and glorifies his attributes, which make him tame, easy to get along 
with) and useful to the herd, as if they were the truly human vir
tues: namely, public spirit, benevolence, consideration, industri
ousness, moderation, modesty, indulgence, and pity. In those cases, 
however, where one considers leaders and bellwethers indispensa
ble, people today make one attempt after another to add together 
clever herd men by way of replacing commanders: all parHamett .. 
tary constitutions, for example, have this origin. Nevertheless, the 
appearance of one who commands unconditionally strikes these 
herd-animal Europeans as an immense comfort and salvation from 
a gradually intolerable pressure, as was last attested in a major way 
by the effect of Napoleon's appearance. The history of Napoleon's 
reception is almost the history of the higher happiness attained by 
this whole century in its most valuable human beings and moments. 

200 

In an age of disintegration that mixes races indiscrimlnately, 
human beings have in their bodies the heritage of multiple origins\ 
that is, opposite, and oftert not merely opposite, drives and value 
standards that fight each other and rarely permit each other any 
rest. Such human beings of late cultures and refracted lights wiJl on 
the average be weaker human beings: their most profound desire 
is that the war they are should come to an end. Happiness appears 
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to them, in agreement with a tranquilizing (for example, Bpicurean 
or Christian) medicine and way of thought, pre-eminently as the 
happiness of resting, of not being disturbed, of satiety, of finally 
attained unity, as a "sabbath of sabbaths," to speak with the holy 
rhetorician Augustine who was himself such a human being. 

But when the opposition and war in such a nature have the efo. 
feet of one more charm and incentive of life-and if, moreover, in 
addition to his powerful and irreconcilable drivest a real mastery 
and subtlety in waging war against oneself. in other words, self
control, self-outwitting, has been inherited or cultivated, too-then 
those magical, incomprehensible, and unfathomable ones arise. 
those enigmatic men predestined for victory, and seduction, whose 
most beautiful expression is found in Alcibiades and Caesar (to 
whose company I should like to add that first European after my 
taste, the Hohenstaufen Frederick II) t 1;; and among artists perhaps 
Leonardo da Vinci. They appear in precisely the same ages when 
that weaker type with its desire for rest comes to the fore: both 
types belong together and owe tbeir origin to the same causes. 

201 

As long as th~ utility reigning in moral value judgments is 
solely the utility of the herd, as long as one considers only tbe pres
ervation of the community, and immorality is sought exactly and 
exclusively in what seems dangerous to the survival of the com
munity-there can be no morality of "neighbor love." Supposing 
that even then there wns n constant little exercise of consideration. 
pity, fairness, mildness, reciprocity of assistance; supposing that 
even in that state of society all those drives nre active that later re
ceive the honorary designation of "virtues" and eventually almost 

1tl Medieval German emperor. 121.5-50, The members of the Stefan George 
Circle cultivated "monumentalistic" historiography. in the sense of Nietzsche's 
second hUntimely Meditation," and penned portraits of great men partly 
aimed to show the qualities that constitute human greatness. Two of their 
most celebrated ttudies afe Friedrich Gundolrs Ctu'.'mf (l924) and Ernst 
Kanlorowicz's _Ka,'fu Fr;('t!riL'l, JJ (1927). Another liuch study is Ernst Ber
tram's Nil'l:.sdlt (1918). whose faults are summed up in the subtitle: '"At
temp' at n Mythology." 
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coincide with the concept of Umorality"-in that period they do not 
yet at aU belong in the realm of moral valuations; they are still 
extra-moral. An act of pity, for example. was not considered either 
good or bad, moral or immoral, in the best period of the Romans; 
and even when it was praised, such praise was perfectly compatible 
with a kind of disgruntled disdain as soon as it was juxtaposed with 
an action that served the welfare of the whole~ of the res pub
lica.tG 

In the Jast analysis. "love of the neighbor" is always some
thing secondary, part]y conventional and arbitrary-illusory in rela
tion to fear of tlte n~igltbor. After the structure of society is fixed on 
the whole and seems secure against external dangers, it is this fear 
of the neighbor that again creates new perspectives of moral valua
tion. Certain strong and dangerous drives, like an enterprising 
spirit, foolhardiness, vengefulness, craftiness, rapacity. and the lust 
to rule, which had so far not merely been honored insofar as they 
were socially useful-under different names, to be sure, from those 
chosen here---but had to be trained and cultivated to make them 
great (because one constantly needed them in view of the dangers 
to the whole community, against the enemies of the community), 
are now experienced as doubly dangerous; since the channels to 
divert them are lacking, and, step upon step, they are branded as 
immoral and abandoned to slander. 

Now the opposite drives and inclinations receive moral hon
ors; step -upon step, the herd instinct draws its conclusions. How 
much or how little is dangerous to the community, dangerous to 
equality, in an opinion, in a state or affect, in a wi11, in a talent
that now constitutes the moral perspective: here, too, fear is again 
the mother of morals. 

The highest and strongest drives. when they break out pas
sionately and drive the individual far above the average and the 
fiats of the herd conscience. wreck the self-confidence of the com
munity. its faith in itself, and it is as if its spine snapped. Hence just 
these drives are branded and slandered most. High and independ .. 
ent spirituality, the will to stand alone, even a powerful reason are 

10 Commonwealth. 
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experienced as dangers; everything that elevates an individual 
above the herd and intimidates the neighbor is henceforth called 
evil; an~ the fair, modest, submissive, confonning mentality, tho 
mediocrity of desires attains moral designations and honors. Bven
tually, under very peaceful conditions; the opportunity and ne
cessity for educating onets feelings to severity and hardness is lack
ing more and more; and every severity, even in justice, begins to 
disturb the conscience; any high and hard nobility and self-reliance 
is a1most felt to be an insult and arouses mistrust; the "lamb," even 
more the "sheep, tt gains in respect. 

There is a point in the history of society when it becomes so 
pathologically soft and tender that among other things it sides even 
with those who harm it, criminals, and does this quite seriously and 
honestly. Punishing somehow seems unfair to it, and it is certain 
that imagining '·punishmentt

• and ecbeing supposed to punish" hurts 
itt arouses fear in it. "Is it not enough to render him undangerous? 
Why still punish? Punishing itself is terrible. II With this question, 
herd morality, the mo~ality of timidity, draws its ultimate conse
quence. Supposing that one could altogether abolish danger. the rea
son for fear, this morality would be abolished, too, eo ipso: it 
would no longer be needed, it would no longer consider itsell nec> 
essary. 

Whoever examines the conscience of the European today wilt 
have to pull the same imperative out of a thousand moral folds and 
hideouts-the imperative of herd timidity: "we want that some day 
there should be nothing any more to be tlfraid 0/1" Some day
throughout Europe, the will and way to this day is now called 
Uprogress." 11 

1'1 ct. F. D. Roosevelt's celebrated demand for "'freedom from fear.u The 
idea that much of man's conduct and culture can be explained in terms 
of fear was first explored extensively by Nietzsche in The DtlWl, (1881). 
For some discussion and pertinent quotations, see Kaufmnnn·s Niet:sd,e, 
Chapter 6. section I1~ for Nietz.~che·s own opposition to punishment and 
resentment, Ibill., Chapter 12. section V. Nietzsche·s critique of one type of 
opposition to punishment. above, should be compared with Tlltiliglu ,,' lIlt 
Idols, section 3i (Portable Nietzsche. pp. 538ft). and RUke's SOllllets tD 
Orphells, 11.9 (original and translation in. TlI'tlJl)' GemulII Poets. ed. and 
trans. W. Kaufmann. New York, Modern LIbrary. 1963. pp. 234f.). 
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202 

Let us immediately say once more what we have already said 
a hundred times, for today's ears resist such truths-our truths. We 
know well enough how insulting it sounds when anybody counts 
maD, unadorned and without metaphor, among the animals; but 
itwlll be charged against us as almost a guilt,that precisely for the 
men of "modem ideas" we constantly employ such expressions as 
"herd," "herd instincts," and so forth. What can be done about it? 
We cannot do anything else; for here exactly lies our novelmsighL 
We have found that in aU major moral judgments Europe is now 
of onc mind, ineluding even the countries dominated by the influ
ence of Europe: plainly, one now knows in Europe what Socrates 
thought he did not know and what that famous old serpent once 
promised to teach-today one "knowsu what is- good and evn.18 

Now it must sound harsh and cannot be heard easily when we 
keep insisting: that which here believes' it knows, that which hero 
glorifies itself with its praises and reproaches, calling itself good, 
that is the instinct of the herd animal, man; which has seored a 
breakthrough and attained prevalence and predominance over 
other instincts-and this development is continuing in accordance 
with the growing physiological approximation and assimilation of 
which it is the symptom. Morality in Europe today is herd animal 
morality-in other words, as we understand it, merely one type of 
human morality beside which, before which, and after which many 
other types, above all higher moralities, are, or ought to be, possi
ble. But this morality resists such a "possibility," such an "ought" 

18 cr. Zarathustra, "On Old and New Tablets," section 2 (Portable Nietz
sche, p. 308): IIWhen I came to men t found them sitting on an old eon
ceit: the conceit that they have long known what is good and evil for man 
• • • whoever wanted to sleep well still talked of good and evil before 
going to sleep." 

And in Shaw's Miljor Barbara (Act ]]1) Undershaft says: "What! no 
capacity for business, no knowledge of law, no sympathy wuh art, no pre
tension to philosophy; only a simple knowledge of the secret that has puz
zled all the philosophers. baffled atl the lawyers • • • : the secret of right 
and wrong. Why, man, you are a genius, a master of masters. a godl At 
twenty-fouT. tool'· 
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with all its power: it says stubbornly and inexorably, "I am moral .. 
ity itself, and nothing besides is morality." Indeed, with the help of 
a religion which indulged and flattered the most sublime herd
animal desires, we have reached the point where we find even in 
political and social institution& an ever more visible expression of 
this morality: the democratic movement is the heir of the Christian 
movement 

But there are indications that its tempo is still much too slow 
and sleepy for the more impatient; for the sick, the sufferers of 
the instinct mentioned: witness the ever madder howling of the 
anarchist dogs who are baring their fangs more and more obviously 
and roam through the alleys of European culture. They seem op
posites of the peacefully industrious democrats and ideologists of 
revolution, and even more so of the doltish phllosopbasters and 
brotherhood enthusiasts who call themselves socialists and want a 
"free society"; but in fact they are at one with the lot in their thor
ougb and instinctive hostility to every other form of society except 
that of the autonomous herd (even to the point of repudiating the 
very concepts of Umaster" and "servantn':""ni dieu ni mattre1' runs 
a socialist formula). They are at one in their tough resistance to 
every special claim. every special·rlght andprivllege (which means 
in the last analysis. every right: for once all are equal nobody needs 
·'rlghts" any more). They are at one in their mistrust of punitive 
justice (as if it were a violation of those who are weaker, a wroog 
against the necessary consequence of all previous society). But 
they are also at one in the religion of pity, in feeling with all who 
feelJ live, and suffer (down to the animal, up to "God"-the ex
cess of a "pity with God" belongs in a democratic age). They are at 
one, the lot of them, in the cry and the impatience of pity. in their 
deadly hatred of suffering generally, in their almost feminine ina
bOity to remain spectators, to let someone suffer. They are at one in 
their involuntary plunge into gloom and unmanly tenderness under 
whose spell Europe seems threatened by a new Buddhism. They 
are at one in their faith in the morality of shared pity. as if that wero 

10 IINeither Sod nor master"; ct. sec:tion 22 above. 
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morality in itself, being the height, the attained height of man, the 
sole hope of the future, the consolation of present man, the great 
absolution from all former guilt. They are at one. the lot of them, 
in their faith in the community as the savior, in short, in the herd, 
in "themsehtesu

-

203 

We have a different faith; to us the democratic movement is 
not only a form of the decay of political organization but a form of 
the decay, namely the diminution, of man, making him mediocre 
and lowering his value. Where, then, must we reach with our 
hopes? 

Toward new philosophers: there is no choice; toward spirits 
strong and original enough to provide the stimuli for opposite valu ... 
ations and to revalue and invert "eternal values"; toward forerun
ners. toward men of the future who in the present tie the knot and 
constraint that forces the will of millennia upon new tracks. To 
teach man the future of man as his will, as dependent on a human 
will, and to prepare great ventures and over-all attempts of disci .. 
pline and cuItivatio'n by way of putting an end to that gruesome 
dominion of nonsense and accident that has so far been called "his .. 
tory"-the nonsense of the "greatest number" is mer~ly its ulti
mate form: at some time new types of philosophers and com
manders will be necessary for that, and whatever has existed on 
earth of concealed, terrible, and benevolent spirits, will look pale 
and dwarfed by comparison. It is the image of such leaders that we 
envisage: may I say this out loud, you free spirits? The conditions 
that one would have partly to create and partly to exploit for their 
genesis; the probable ways and tests that would enable a soul to 
grow to such a height and force that it would feel the compulsion 
for such tasks; a revaluation of values under whose new pressure 
and hammer a conscience would be steeled, a heart turned to 
bronze. in order to endure the weight of such responsibility; on the 
other hand, the necessity of such leaders, the frightening danger 
that they might fail to appear or that they might turn out badly or 
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degenerate-these are our real worries and gloom-do you know 
that, you free spirits?-these are the heavy distant thoughts and 
storms that pass over the sky of our life. . 

There are few pains as sore as once having seen, guessed, felt 
how an extraordinary human being strayed from his path and de
generated.:M But anyone who bas the rare eye for the over·all danger 
that "man" himself degenerates,' anyone who, like us, has recog
nized the monstrous fortuity that has so far had its way and play re
garding the future of man-a game in which no hand, and not even 
a finger, of God took part as a player; anyone who fathoms the 
calamity that lies concealed in the absurd guilelessness and blind 
confidence of "modem ideas" and even more in the whole 
Christian-European morality-suffers from an anxiety that is past 
all comparisons. With a single glance he sees what, given a favora
ble accumulation and increase of forces and tasks, might yet be 
made 0/ man: he knows with all the knowledge of his conscience 
bow man is still un exhausted for the greatest possibilities and how 
often the type "man" has already confronted enigmati~ decisions 
and new paths-he knows still better from his most painful memo
ries what wretched things have so far usually broken a being of the 
highest rank that was in the process of becoming. so that it broke, 
sank, and became contemptib1e. 

The over-all degeneration of man down to what today appears 
to the socialist dolts and flatheads as their "man of the future"
as their ideal-this degeneration and diminution of man into the 
perfect herd animal (Of, as they say, to the man of the "free soci ... 
etytt), this animalization of man into the dwarf animal of equal 
rights and claims, is possible} there is no doubt of it. Anyone who 
has once thought through this possibility to the end knows one 
kind of nausea that other men don't know-but perhaps also a 
newtaskJ-

I!4l Perhaps an allusion to Richard Wagner. 
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WE SCHOLARS' 

1 Wlr Gelehr/en. This can only mean "Scholars.tt not "Intellectuals" (Cowan 
translation). 
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At the risk that moralizIng will here, too, turn out to be what it 
has always been-namely, according to Balzac, an intrepid mOR

Irer ses plaieSJ-I venture to speak out against an unseemly and 
harmful shift in the respective ranks of sciences and philosophy, 
which is now threatening to become established, quite unnoticed 
and as if it were accompanied by a perfectly good conscience. I aDl 
of the opinion that only experlence-experience always seems to 
mean bad experience1-can entitle us to participate in the discus
sion of such higher questions of rank, lest we talk like blind men 
about colors-:-against scienco the way women and artists do ("Oh, 
this dreadful sciencel" sigh their instinct and embanassment; "it al· 
ways gets to the bottom of things III). 

The scholar'S" declaration of independence, his emancipation 
from philosophy, is one of the more refined effects of the demo
cratic order-and disorder: the self-g]orification and se]f·exaltation 
of'scholarsG now stand in full bloom, in their finest spring. every
where-which is not meant to imply that in this case self .. praiso 
smells pleasant.G "Freedom from all mastersl" that is what the in
stinct of the rabble wants in this case, too; and after science has 
most happily rid itself of theology whose "handmaid" it was too 
long, it now aims with an excess of high spirits and a lack of under
standing to lay down laws for phUosophy and to play the "master' 
herself-what am I saying? the philosopher. 

My memory-the memory of a scientific man, jf you'll tor-
t' • 

a "Showing one's wounds.-
.WIIsenscha!1 might just liS well be rendered as "scholanhip" in this section 
-and in much German literature: the term does not have primary refer
enco to the natLlral sciences as it does in twcnticlh-century English • 
.. Del wlssenschu/rliclum Menofchtn. 
15 Del Gelellflell_ 
o An anusion the Oerman proverb: itSelf-praIse stinb.-
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give me-is bulging with naivetes of overbearing that I have heard 
about philosophy and philosophers from the lips of young natural 
scientists and old physicians (not to speak of the most learned T 

and conceited 8 of a1l scholars, the philologists and schoo]men, who 
are both by profession). Sometimes it was the specialist and nook 
dweller who instinctively resisted any kind of synthetic enterprise 
and talent; sometimes the industrious worker who had got a whiff 
of otium9 and the noble riches in the psychic economy of" tbe phi ... 
losopher which had made him feel defensive and small. Sometimes 
it was that color blindness of the utility man who sees nothing in 
philosophy but a series of refuted systems and a prodigal effort that 
"does nobody any good." Sometimes the fear of masked mysticism 
and a correction of the limits of knowledge leaped forward; some .. 
times lack of respect for individual philosophers that had involun· 
tarily generalized itself into lack'of respect for philosophy. 

Most frequently. finally, I found among young scholars that 
what lay behind the arrogant contempt for philosophy was the bad 
aftereffect of-a philosopher to whom. they now denied allegiance 
on the whole without, however, baving broken the spell of his cut
ting evaluatiqn olother philosophers-with the result of an over-all 
irritation with all philosophy_ (Schopenhauer's aftereffect on our 
most modem Germany, for exaMple, seems to me to be of this 
kind: with his unintelligent wrath against Hegel 10 he has succeeded 
in wrenching the whole last generation of Germans out of the con .. 
text of German culture-a culture that was, considering every
thing, an elevation and divinatC?ry subtlety of the historical sense. 
But precisely at this paint Schopenhauer was poort unreceptive. and 
un-German to the pOint of genius.) 

Altogether, taking a large view, it may have been above all 
what was human; all too human, in short, the wretchedness of the 
most recent philosophy itse1f that most thoroughly damaged re-

., GeM/del. 
t! Eingebilde4 
U Leisure. 
10 Cf. section 252 below. 
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spect for philosophy and opened the gates to the instinct of the 
rabble. Let us confess how utterly our modern world lacks the 
whole type" of a Heraclitus, Plato, Empedocles, at:ld whatever 
other names these royal and magnificent hermits of the spirit had; 
and how it is with considerable justification that, confronted with 
sucbrepresentatives of phDosophy as are today, thanks to fashion, 
as much on top as they are really at the bottom-in Germany, for 
example, the two lions of Berlin, the anarchist· Eugen Diibring 8,nd 
the amalgamist Eduard von Hartmann12-a solid man of science 
may feel that he is of a better type and descent. It is especially the 
sight of those hodgepodge philosophers who call themselves "phi
losophers of reality" or upositivists" that is eapable of injecting a 
dangerous mistrust into the soul of an ambitious young scholar: 
the~e ate at best scholars and specialists themselves-that is pal
pable-they are all losers who have been brought back under the 
hegemony. of science, after having desired more of themselves at 
some'tiple without bavinghad the right to this "more" and its re
sponsibilities-and who now represent,in word and deed, honora
bly,·. resentfully, and vengefully, the unbelief in the masterly task 
and masterfulness of philosophy. 

Finally: how could it really be otherwise? Science is flourish
ing tOday and her good conscience is written all over her face. while 
the level to which all modem philosophy has gradually sunk, this 
rest of philosophy tOday, invites mistrust and displeasure, if not 
mockery and pity. Philosophy reduced to "theory of knowledge," 
in fact no more than a timid epoch ism and doctrine of abstinence
a philosophy that never gets beyond the threshold and takes pains 
to deny itself the right to enter-that is philosophy in its last throes. 
an end, an agony, something inspiring pity. How could such a 
pbilosophy-dominatel 

It The German word Art in this context t:ollltl mean manner. but the same 
word near the end of the sentence plainly means type. 
12Eugen DUhring 0833.1921) and Eduard von Hartmnnn (1842.1906) 
were highly regarde~t at the time. Diihring was ft virulent nnti·Semite; Hurt
mann attempted to amalgamate Schopenhauer" philosophy with Hegel's. 
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The dangers for a philosopher's development are indeed so 
manifold today that one may doubt whether this fruit can still 
ripen at all. The scope and the tower .. buildillg of the sciences has 
grown to be enormous, and with this also the probability that the 
philosopher grows weary while still learning or allows himself to be 
detained sOnlewhere to become a "speeialist"-so he never attains 
his proper level, the height for a comprehensive look; for looking 
around, for looking down. Or he attains it too late. 'When his best 
time and strength are spent-or impaired, coarsened, degener
ated, so his view, his OVer-aU value judgment does not mean much 
any more. ;It may be precisely the sensitivity of hisinteUectual con
science that leads him to delay somewbere along the way and to be 
late: he is afraid of the seduction to become a dUettante, a mIDi. 
pede, an insect with a tliousandantennae; be knows too well that 
Whoever nas lost his self .. respect cannOt command or lead in tho 
realm ofknowledg~ujjless he would like to become a great ac
tor, a philosophical Cagliostro and pied piper, in short, a seducer. 
This is in the end a question of taste, even if it Were not a ques
tion of conscience. 

Add to this, by way of once more doubling the difficulties for 
a philosopher, that he demands of himself a judgment, a Yes or 
NOt not about the sciences but about life and the value of life
that he is reluctant to come to believe that he bas a right, or even a 
duty, to such a judgment, and must seek his way to this right and 
faith only from'the most comprehensive-perhaps most disturbing 
and destructive18-experiences.. and frequently hesitates, doubts, 
and lapses into silence. 

Indeed, the crowd has for a long time misjudged and mis
taken the philosopher, whether for a scientific man and ideal 
scholar or for a religiously elevated, desensualized,l' "de secular-

1:1 Smrendsttn, t.erltiJremlslen. 
14 Bntsinlllichlen. Cowan mistakenly translates this word as "dcmoralizecL" 
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fzedtf enthusiast and sot of GOd.II And if a man is praised today for 
living "wiselt' or "as a philosopher," it hardly means more than 
"prudently and apart." Wisdom-seems to the rabble a kind of 
escape, a means and trick for getting wen out of a wicked game. 
But the genuine philosopher-as it seems to us, my friends?-lives 
uunphilosophically" and "unwisely," above all imprudently, and 
feels the burden and the dUty of a hundred attempts and tempta .. 
tions of life-he risks himself constantly, he plays the wicked 
game-

206 

Compared to a genius-that is, to one who either begets or 
give I birth, taking both terms in their most elevated sense-the 
scholar, the scientific average man, always rather resembles an old 
maid: like her he is not conversant with the two most valuable 
functions of man. Indeed, one even concedes to both, to the schol
ars and to old maids, as it were by way of a compensation, that they 
are respectable-one stresses their respectability-and yet feels 
annoyed all over at having to make this concession. 

Let us look more close]y: what is the scientific man? To begin 
with, a type of man that is not noble. with the virtues of a type of 
man that is not noble, which is to say, a type that does not dominate 
and is neither authoritative nor self-sufficient: he has industrious
ness, patient acceptance of his place in rank and file, evenness and 
moderation in his abilities and needs, an instinct for his equals and 
for what they need; for example, that bit of independence and 
greeQ pasture without which there is no quiet work, that claim to 
honor and recognition (which first of all presupposes literal rec
ognition and recognizability), that sunshine of a good name, that 
oonstant attestation of his value and utility which is needed to over ... 
come again and again the internal mistrust which is the sediment in 
the hearts of aU dependent men and herd anima]s. 

1tl An allusion to tho conception of Spinoza as "Ood·intoxicated." Cowan: 
"divine alcoholic." 
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The scholar also has, as Is only fair. the diseases and bad man
ners of a type that is not noble: he is rich in petty envy and has lynx 
eyes for what is base in natures to whose heights he cannot attain. 
He is familiar. but only like those who let themselves go, Dot (low; 
and just before those who Bow like great currents he freezes and 
becomes doubly reserved: his eye becomes like a smooth and re
luctant lake with Dot a ripple of deUgllt or a,mpathy. The worst 
and most dangerous thing of which scholars are capable comes 
from their sense of the mediocrity of their own type-from'that 
Jesuitism of mediocrity which instinctively works at the annihila
tion of the uncommon man and tries to break every bent bow or, 
preferably. to unbend it. Unbending-considerately, of course, 
with a solieitous band-unbending with famDiar pity, that is the 
characteristic art of Jesuitism which has always known how to in· 
troduce itself as a religion of pity.-

207 

However gratefully we may weleome·an o&lectlvesplrit-and 
is there anyone who has never been mortally sick of everything sub
jective and of his accursed ipsissimdSity? I'_in the end we also 
have to learn cautioD against our gratitude and put a halt to the ex
aggerated manner in which tho "UDSe1fing" and depersonaliza
tion of the spirit is being celebrated nowadays as Jf it wero the goal 
itself and redemption and transfiguration. This is particularly char
acteristic of the pessimist's school, which also has· good reasoDS for 
according tbe highest honors to "disinterested knowledge." 

The objective person who no longer curses and scolds like the 
pessimist, the Ideal scholar in whom the scientific instinct, after 
thousands of total and semi-frulures, for once blossoms and blooms 
to the end, is certainly one of the most precious Instruments there 
are; but he belongs in the hand of one more powerful. He is only an 
instrument; Jet us say, he is a mirror-he is no ··end in himself." 
The objective man is indeed a mirror: he is accustomed to sub-

10 Coinage, formed from ipsisslma (very own). 
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mit before whatever wants to be known, without any other pleas .. 
ure than that found. in knowing and "mirroring"; he waits until 
something comes, and then spreads himself out tenderly lest light 
footsteps and the quick passage of spiritIike beings should be lost on 
his plane and skin. 

Whatever stm remains.in him of a "person" strikes him as ac
cidental, often arbitrary, still more often disturbing: to such an 
extent has he become a passageway and reflection of strange forms 
and events even to himself. He recollects "himself" only with an ef
fort and often mistakenly; he easily confuses himself with others, 
he errs about his own needs an'd'is in this respect alone unsubtle 
and slovenly. Perhaps his health torments him, or the, pettiness and 
cramped atmosphere of wife and friend, or the lack of companions 
and company-yes, he forces himself to reflect on his torments
in vain. Already his thoughts roam-to a more general case, and 
tomorrow he knows no more than he did yesterday how he might be 
helped. He has lost any seriousness for himself, also time: he is 
cheerful, not for lack of distress, but for lack of fingers and handles 
for his need. His habit of meeting every thing and experience half .. 
way, the sunny and impartial hospitality, with which he accepts 
everything that comes his way, his type of unscrupulous benevo
lence, of dangerous unconcern about Yes and No-alas, there are 
cases enough in which he has to pay for these virtuesl And as a 
human being he becomes all too easily the caput mortuum l1 of 
these virtues. 

If love and hatred are wanted from him-I mean love and 
hatred as God, woman. and animal understand them-he will 
do what he can and give what he can. But one should not be sur .. 
prised if it is not much-if just here he proves inauthentic, fragile, 
questionable, and worm-eaten. His love is forced, his hatred arti
ficial and rather un tour de lorce, a little vanity and exaggeration. 
After all, he is genuine only insofar as he may be objective: only in 
his cheerful "totalism" he is still "nature" and "natural." His mir
ror soul. eternally smoothing itself outt no longer knows how to af .. 

17 Dross. 
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finn or negate; he does not command, neither does he destroy. "le 
ne meprise presque rien," 18 he says with Leibniz: one should not 
overlook and underestimate that presque.l9 

Neither is"he a model man; he does not go before anyone, nor 
behind; altogether he places himself too far apart to have any rea .. 
son to take sides for good or evil. When confusing him for so long 
with the philosopher. with the Caesarian cultivator and cultural 
dynamo,20 one accorded him far too high honors and overlooked 
his most essential characteristics: he is an instrument, something of 
as1ave though certainly the most sublime type of slave, but in him
self nothing-presque rlen! The objective man is an instrument, a 
precious, easily injured and clouded instrument for measuring and, 
as an arrangement of mirrors, an artistic triumph that deserves 
care and honor; but he is no goal, no conclusion and sunrise,21 DO 

complementary man in whom the r~st of existence is justified. 
no termination-and still less a beginning, a begetting and first 
cause, nothing tough, powerful, self-reliant that wants to be master 
-rather only a delicate, carefully dusted, fine, mobile pot for 
forms that still has to wait for some content and substance in order 
to "shape" itself accordingly-for the most part, a man without 
substance and content, a "selfless" man. Consequently, also noth .. 
ing for women, in parenthesi.-

208 

When a philosopher suggests these days that he is not a sleep
tic-I hope this is clear from tbe description just given of the ob
jective spirit-everybody is annoyed. One begins to look at him ap .. 
prehensively, one would 1ike to ask, to ask so much-- Indeed, 
among timid listeners, of whom there are legions now t he is hence
forth considered dangerous. It is as if at his rejection of skepticism 
they heard some evil, menacing rumbling in the distance, as if a 
new explosive were being tried somewhere, a dynamite of the 

I" &II despise almofit nothing." 
III Almost. 
:!A Dem ciisaris('lu!Il Zlklzler w,,/ a"II'llllmtll.'it:/wI llC'r (,,,It,,,.. 
:!I Ausgallg wId Aulgtlllg: literally. going out and going up. 
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spirit, perhaps a newly discovered Russian nihiline,!:J a pessimism 
bonae voluntatis!!3 that does not merely say No, want No, but
horrible thoughtr-does No. 

Against this type of "good will"-a will to the actual, active 
denial of life-there is today, according to common consent; no 
better soporific and sedative than skepticism, the gentle, fair, lull .. 
ing poppy of skepticism; and even Hamlet is now prescribed by the 
doctors of tbe day against the "spirit" 24 and its underground rum .. 
bUngs. "Aren't our ears filled with wicked noises as it is?" asks the 
skeptic as a friend of quiet, and a]most as a kind of security police; 
"this subterranean No is terriblet Be still at last, you pessimistic 
moles!" 

For the skeptic, being a delicate creature, is frightened aU too 
easily; his conscience is trained tq quiver at every No, indeed even 
at a Yes that is decisive and hard, and to feel as if it had been 
bitten.:!:) Yes and No-that goes against his morality; conversely, 
he likes to treat his virtue to a feast of noble abstinence, say, by re
peating Montaigne's "What do I know?" or Socrates' "I know that 
I know nothing." Or: "Here I don't trust myself, here no door is 
open to me." Or: "Even if one were open, why enter right away?" 
Or: "What use are aU rash hypotheses? Entertaining no hypotheses 
at all might well be part of good taste. Must you insist on immedi
ately straightening what is crooked? on :filling up every hole with 
oakum? Isn't there time? Doesn't time have time? 0 you devilish 
brood,' are you incapable of waiting? The uncertain has its charms, 

22 Coinage. modeled on "nicotine"; ct. Antichrist, se<:tion 2 (Portable Nitlz. .. 
sche, p. 570). 
23 Of good will. 
24 The Cowan translation has. instead of "against the 'spirit' If [gt.'gtn am 
"G eist"]. "to cure mind:' which misses the point of the remark about 
Hamlet. 

Nietzsche had argued in one of the most brilliant passages of his first 
book, The Birth of Tragedy, that Ham1et is no skeptic: &lAction requires 
the veils of iI1usion: that is the doctrine of Hamlet. not that cheap wisdom 
of Jack the Dreamer who reflects too much ••• Not reflection. no-true 
knowledge, an insight into the horrible truth, outweighs any motive for 
action" (secdon 7) • 
.26 In German, conscience bites. ct. the medieval "agenbite of inwiltt of 
which Jumes Joyce makes much in Ulysses. 



130 BEYOND OOOD AND EVIL 

too; the sphinx, too, is a Citte; Circe. too, was a philosopher." 
Thus a skeptic consoles himself; and it is true that he stands 

in need of some consolation. For skepticism is the most spiritual 
expression of a certain complex physiological condition that in or
dinary language is called nervous exhaustion and sickliness; it al· 
ways develops when races or classes that have long been sepa
rated are crossed suddenly and decisively. In the new generation 
that, as it were, has inherited in its blood diverse standards and val .. 
ues, . every thing is unrest, disturbance, doubt, attempt; the best 
forces have an inhibiting effect, the very virtues do not allow each 
other to grow and become strong; balance, a center of gravity, and 
perpendicular poise are lacking in body and soul. But what be
comes sickest and degenerates most in such hybrids is the will: 
they no longer know independence of decisions and the intrepid 
sense of pleasure in Willing-they doubt the cCfreedom of the will" 
even in their dreams. 

Our Europe' of todaYt being the arena of an absurdly sudden 
attempt at a radical mixture of classes, arid hence races, is there
fore skeptical in aU its heights and depths-sometimes with that 
mobile skepticism Which leaps impatiently and lasciviously from 
branch to branch, sometimes disma~ like a cloud overcharged with 
question marks-and often mortally sick of its will. Paralysis of 
the wm~ where tOday does one not find this cripple sitting? And 
often in sucb finery I How seductive the finery looks! This disease 
enjoys the most beautiful pomp- and lie .. costumes; and most of 
what today displays itself in the showcases; for example, as "ob
jectivity," "being scientific," 'Tart pour l'art," "pure knowledge, free 
of will," is merely dressed .. up skepticism and paralysis of the will: 
for this diagnosis of the European sickness I vouch. 

The sickness of the will is spread unevenly over Europe: it 
appears strongest and most manifold where culture has been at 
home longest; it disappears to the extent to which the "barbarian" 
still-or again-claims his rights under the loose garments of West
ern culture. In France today the will is accordingly most seriously 
sick, which is as easy to infer as it is palpable. And France~ having 
always possessed a masterly skill at converting even the most ca
lamitous turns of its spirit into something attractive and seductive. 



WE SCHOLARS 131 

now really shows its cultural superiority over Europe by being the 
school and display of all the charms of skepticism. 

The strength to wBI. and to will something for a long time, is a 
little greater in Germany, and more so in the German north than in 
the center of Germany; but much stronger yet in England, Spain. 
and Corsica, here in association with indolence, there with hard 
heads-not to speak of Italy. which is too young to know what it 
wants and still has to prove whether it is able to will-but it is 
strongest and most amazing by far in that enormous empire in be ... 
tween, where Europe, as it were, flows back into Asia, in Russia. 
There the. strength to will has long been accumulated and stored up, 
there the will-uncertain whether as a will to negate or a will to af
firm-is waiting menacingly to be discharged, to borrow a pet 
phr&se of our physicists today. It may well take more than Indian 
wars and complications in Asia to rid Europe of its greatest dan
ger: internal upheavals would be needed, too, the shattering of 
the empire into small units, and above all the introduction of the 
parliamentary nonsense, including the obligation for everybody to 
read his newspaper with his breakfast. 

I do 110t say this hec;mse I want it to happen: the opposite 
would be rather more after my heart-I mean such an increase in 
the menace of Russia that Europe would have to resolve to become 
menacing. too. namely. to acquire one will by means of a new caste 
that would rule Europe, a long, terrible will of its own that would be 
able to cast its goals millennia hence-so the long-drawn .. out com .. 
edy of its many splinter states as well as its dynastic and democratic 
splinter wills would come to an end. The time for petty politics is 
over: the very next century will bring the fight for the dominion of 
the earth-the compulsion to large-scale politics. 

209 

To what extent the new warlike age into which we Euro .. 
peans have evidently entered may also favor the development of 
another and str<..nger type of skepticism. on that 1 want to com .. 
ment for the present only in the form of a parable which those who 
like German history should understand readily. That unscrupulous 
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enthusiast for handsome and very tall grenadiers who, as King of 
Prussia,:!" brought into being a military and skeptical genius-and 
thus, when you come right down to it., that new type of German 
which has just now come to the top triumphantly-the question
able, mad father of Frederick the Great himself had the knack 
and lucky claw of genius, though only at one point; he knew what 
was missing in Germany at that time. and what lack was a hundred 
times more critical and urgent,than, say, the lack of education and 
social graces-his antipathy against the young Frederick came 
from the fear of a deep instinct. Men were missing; and he sus
pected with the most bitter dismay that his own son was not man 
enough. In this he was deceived: but who, in his place, wouldn't 
have deceived himself about that? He saw his son surrender to athe
ism, to esprit, to the hedonistic frivolity of clever Frenchmen: in the 
background he saw that great vampire, the spider of skepticism; he 
suspected the incurable misery of a heart that is no longer hard 
enough for evil or good, of a broken will that no longer commands. 
no longer is capable of commanding. Meanwhile there grew up in 
his son that more dangerous and harder new type of skepticism
who knows how much, it owed precisely to the hatred of the father 
and the icy melancholy of a will condemned to solitude?-the skep
ticism of audacious manliness which is most closely related to the 
genius for war and conquest and first entered Germany in the shape 
of the great Frederick. 

This skepticism despises and nevertheless seizes; it under
mines and takes possession; it does not believe but does not lose it .. 
self in the process; it gives the spirit dangerous freedom, but it is 
severe on the heart; it is the German form of skepticism which, in 
the form of a continued Frederickianism that had been sublimated 
spiritually, brought Europe for a long time under the hegemony of 
the German spirit and its critical and historical mistrust. Thanks to 
the unconquerably strong and tough virility of the great German 
philologists and critical historians (viewed properly., aU of them 
were also artists of destruction and dissolution), a new concept of 
the German spirit crystallized gradually in spite of all romanticism 

:m Frederick William I, reigned 1713·40. 
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in music and philosophy, and tbe inclination to virne skepticism be
came a decisive trait, now, for example, as an intrepid eye, now as 
the courage # and hardness of analysis, as the tough wUl to under
take dangerous journeys of exploration and spiritualized North 
Pole expeditions under desolate and dangerous skies.2'l 

There may be good reasons why warmblooded and superficial 
humanitarians cross themselves just when they behold this spirit
eet esprit fatalists, ironique, mephistophilique,2H Michelet calls it, 
not without a shudder. But if we want to really feel what a distinc
tion such fear of the "man" in the German spirit confers-a spirit 
through which Europe was after all awakened from her "dog
matic slumbert

, 211_we have to remember the former conception 
which was replaced by this one: it was not so long ago that a mascu
linized woman could dare with unbridled presumption to com
mend the Germans to the sympathy of Europe as being gentle, 
goodhearted, weak-willed, and poetic dolts.sO At long last we 
ought to understand deeply enough Napoleon's surprise when he 
came to sec Goethe: it shows what people had associated with the 
"Oerman spirit" for centuries. IIYoilb. un hommer-that meant: 
"But this is a man! And I had merely expected a German." 81_ 

97 It is essetltial for understanding Nietzsche to realize that he is not "for" 
or "against" skepticism, but that he analyzes one type of skepticism with 
disdain (section 208) before describin~ another with which he clearly iden .. 
tlfies blmself. It is equa1~ characterisllc that when he joins his countrymen 
In admiration of Predenck the Great. he pays tribute to him not for his 
exploits and CODCJ.Uests but rather for his skepticism. and tbat his praise of 
~ougb. willly" .18 aimed at the sublimated. spiritual version found, for 
example. In philologists and histor~ans. For Nietzsche's anti-romanticism 
cf .. e.!:. The Gay Sc;tn~t (I887), section 310. cited at length and djs
cussed In Kaufmann's N/~/u~he. Chapter 12. section V. 
!Ill "That fatalistic. ironicnl. Mephistophelic spirit!' "Mephistophe1ic" obvi· 
ously refers to Goethe's Mephistopheles. not to Marlowe's. For Goethe's 
conception see Goethe's FOIlSI: The OrlgllUll Gt'rmall anti" Nt'" Transla
tion lind Intra,'uelioll by Walter Kaufmann (Garden City. Anchor Books. 
1962).pp.22-2!. 
:to Allusion to kant's famous dictum. In the Prefnce to his Prolegomena 
(1783). that it WI:S Hume who had first interrupted his '"dogmatic slumber:' 
an Allusion to Madllme de Staelts De ltAllellll'Rlle (Paris, 1810). 
81 For Nietzsche" I:onception of Ooethe see, e.g., Tlt'iligl.t 01 lite Ie/ots. 
sections 49·51 (Portdblt Nil!lt.sc/,e, pp. 553·55.). Cf. also the title of one 
of Nietzsche·s last works. E~~e Hl>1II0 (written in 1888). 
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210 

Suppose then that some trait in the image of the philosophers 
of the future poses the riddle whether they would not perhaps have 
to be skeptics in the sense suggested last, this would still designate 
only one feature and not them as a whole. With just as much right 
one could call them critics: and certainly they will be men of ex .. 
periments.S2 With the name in which I dared to baptize them I have 
already stressed expressly their attempts and delight in attempts: 
was this done because as critics in body and soul they like to em
ploy experiments in a new, perhaps wider. perhaps more danger
ous sense? Does their passion for knowledge force them to go fur
ther with audacious and painful experiments than the softhearted 
and effeminate taste of a democratic century could approve? 

No doubt; these' eoming philosophers will be least able to dis
pense with those sedous aod by no means unproblematic qualities 
which distinguish the critic from the skeptic; I mean the cer ... I 
tainty of value standards, the deliberate employment of a unity of 
method, a shrewd courage. the ability to stand alone and give an 
account of themselves. Indeed, they admit to a pleasure in saying 
No and in taking things apart, and to a certain levelheaded cruelty 
that knows hoW to handle a knife surely and subtly, even when the 
heart bleeds. They will be harder (and perhaps not always only 
against themselves) than humane people might wish; they will not 
dally with "Truth" to be "pleased'· or "elevated" or "inspired'; by 
ber. On the contrary, they will have little faith that truth of all 
things should be accompanied by such amusements for our feelings. 

They will smile, these severe spirits. jf somebody should say in 
front of them: "This thought elevates me; how cou1d it fail to be 
true?U Or: "This work delights me; how could it fail to be beauti
ful?" Or: "This artist makes me greater; how could he fail to be 
great?" Perhaps they do not merely have a smile but feel a gen .. 

82 Bxperimenle. In the following, as corlier, Yersllcl, is rendered as "at. 
tempt." Cf. section 42 above. 
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uine nausea over everything tnat is enthusiastic, idealistic, femi
nine, hermaphroditic in this vein. And whoever knew how to fol
low them into the most secret chambers of their hearts would 
scarcely find any intention there to reconcile "Christian feelings't 
with "classical taste" and possibly even with "modem parliamen
tarism" (though such conciliatory attempts are said to occur even 
among philosophers in our very unsure and consequently very con .. 
cilia tory century) • 

Critical discipline and every habit that is conducive to clean
liness and severity in matters of the spirit will be demanded by 
these philosophers not only of themselves: they could display them 
as their kind of jewels-nevertheless they still do not want to be 
called critics on that account. They consider it no smaIl disgrace 
for philosophy when people decree, as is popular nowadays: 
"Philosophy itself is criticism and critical science-and nothing 
whatever besides!' This evaluation of philosophy may _elicit ap
plause from aU the positivists of France and Germany (and it 
might even have pleased the heart and taste of Kant-one should 
remember the titles of his major works); our new philosophers will 
say nevertheless': critics are instruments of the philosopher and for 
that very reason, being instruments, a long ways from being phi
losophers themselves. Even the great Chinese of Konigsberg'S was 
merely a great critic.-

211 

r insist that people should finally stop confounding philosopht. 
cal laborers, and scientific men generally, with philosophers; pre
cisely at this point we should be strict about giving "each his duet 
and not far too much to those and far too little to these. 

It may be necessary for the education of a genuine philoso
pher that he himself has also once stood on all these steps on which 
his servants, the scientific laborers' of philosophy, remain standing 
-have to remain standing. Perhaps he himself must have been 

as Kant. Cf. An/ie/ITlsl; section 11 (Port(lhie Nielzsche, p. 577). 
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critic and skeptic and dogmatist and historian and also poet and 
coneetor and traveler and solver of riddles and moralist and seer 
and "free spirie' and almost everything in order to pass through the 
whole range of human, values and value feelings and to be able to 
see with many different eyes and consciences, from a height and 
into every distance, from the depths into every height, from a nook 
into every expanse. But all these are merely preconditions of his 
task: this task itself demands something different-it demands that 
he create values. 

Those philosophical laborers after the noble model of Kant 
and Hegel have to determine and press into formulas, whether in 
the realm of logic or political (moral) thought or art, some great 
data of valuations-that is, former positings of ~alues, creations of 
value which have become dominant and are for a time called 
'Itruths." It is for these investigators to make everythirtg that has 
happened and been esteemed so far easy to look over, easy to 
think overt intelligible and manageable, to abbreviate everything 
long, even "timet If and to overcome the entire past-an enonnous 
and wonderful task in whose service every subtle pride, every 
tough will can certainly :find satisfaction. Genuine philosophers, 
however, are commanders and legislators: they say, "thus it shall 
bel" They first determine the Whither and For What of man, and 
in so doing have at their disposal the preliminary labor of all 
philosophical laborers, all who have overcome the past With a 
creative hand they reach for the future, and all that is and has been 
becomes a means for them, an instrument, a hammer. Their 
"knowing" is crealing, their creating is.a legislation, their will to 
truth is-will to IJower. 

Are there such philosophers today? Have there been such 
philosophers yet? Must there not be such philosophers? 84_ 

34 The dichotomy proposed in this section is highly questionable: we find 
both analyses and normative ~lIggestionc; in the works of the major moral 
philosophers from Plato and Aristotle to Spinoza and Kant: and normative 
thinkers or legislators who ,Ire not also nnulyst!i are not philosophers. Yet 
Nietzsche's point that something vital is Jacking in the work of those who 
are merely "'aborers" is certainly worth pondering. nnd the immediately 
following section offers a far superior suggestion about the ethos of the 
"true" philosopher. 
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212 

More and more it seems to me that the philosopher, being of 
necessity a man of tomorrow and the day after tomorrow, has al
ways found himself, and .had to find himself, in contradiction to 
his today: his enemy was ever the ideal of today. So far all these 
extraordinary furtherers of man whom one calls philosophers, 
though they themselves have rarely felt like friends of wisdom 
but rather like disagreeable fools and dangerous question marks, 
have found their task, their hard, unwanted, inescapable task, but 
eventually also the greatness of their task, in being the bad con .. 
6cience of their time. 

By applying the knife vivisection ally to the chest of the very 
virtues oj their time, they betrayed what was their own secret: to 
know of a new greatness of man, of a new untrodden way to his 
enhancement. Every time they exposed how much hypocrisy, 
comfortableness, letting oneself go and letting oneself drop, how 
many lies lay hidden under the best honored type of their contem
porary morality, how much virtue was outlived. Every time they 
said: "We must get there, that way, where you today are least at 
home." 

Facing a world of "modern ideas" that would banish every
body into a corner and '·specialty," a philosopher-if today there 
cou1d be philosophers-would be compelled to find the greatness 
of man, the concept of "greatness," precisely in his range and mul .. 
tiplicity, in his wholeness in manifold ness. He would even deter
mine value and rank in accordance with how much and how 
many things one could bear and take upon himself, how far one 
could extend his responsibility. 

Today the taste of the time and the virtue of the time weakens 
and thins down the will; nothing is as timely as weakness of the will. 
In the phUos(lpher~s ideal. thereforet precisely strength of the will, 
hardness, and the capacity for long-range decisions must belong to 
the concept of "greatness"-with as much justification as the op-
posite doctrine nnd the ideal of a dumb, renunciatory, humble, 
selfless humanity was suitable for an opposite age, one that suf .. 
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fered, like the sixteenth century, from its accumulated energy of 
will and from the most savage floods and tidal waves of selfishness. 

In the age of Socrates, among men of fatigued instincts, 
among the conservatives of ancient Athens who let themselves 
go-"toward happiness," as they said; toward pleasure, as they 
acted-and who aU the while still mouthed the ancient pompous 
words to which their lives no longer gave them any right, irony 
may have been required for greatness of soul,l~5 that Socratic sar
castic assurance of the old physician and plebeian who cut ruth
lessly into his own flesh, as he did into the flesh and heart of the 
"noble," with a look that said clearly enough: "Don't dissemble in 
front of me! Here-we are equal." 

Today, conversely, when only the herd animal receives and 
dispenses honors in Europe, when "equality of rights" could all too 

8S Aristotle's discussion of greatness of soul (mega!opsycilitl) is worth quot
ing here, at least in part. because it evidently influenced Nietzsche. Tho 
valuations that find expression in Aristotle's account afe exceedingly remote 
from those of the New Testament and help us understand Nietzsche's con
trast of master morality and slave morality, introduced below (section 260). 
Moreover, in his long discussion of "what is noble:' Nietzsche emulates 
Aristotle's descriptive mode. 

liA person is thought to be great-souled if he claims much and des.erves 
much [as Socrates did in the Apology when he said he deserved the greatest 
honor Athens could bestow], . . . He that claims less than he deserves is 
small-souled. • • . The great-souled man is justified in despising other pea .. 
pIe-his estimates are correct; but most proud men have no good ground 
for their pride .••• He is fond of conferring benefit~. hut ashamed to re
ceive them, because the former is a mark of superiority and the latter of 
inferiority •••• It is also characteristic of the great-souled men never to 
ask help from others, or only with reluctance. but to render aid willingly; 
and to be haughty towards men of position and fortune, hut courteous to
wards those of moderate station .•.. He must he open both in love and 
in hate. since concealment snow!i timidity; and care more for the truth 
than for what people will think; ••. he is outspoken and frank, except 
when speaking with ironical self-depreciation. as he docs to common peo
ple •••. He does not bear 'a grudge, for it is not a mark of greatness of 
soul to recall things against people, especially the wrongs they have done 
you, but rather to overlook them. He is . • • riot given to speaking evil 
himself, even of his enemies, except when he deliberately intends to give 
offence .••. Such then being the great.souled mnn, the corresponding 
character on the side of deficiency is the small-souled man, and on that of 
excess the vain manit (Nicomachean Elhics IV.3. Rackham translation 
Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Press, 1947). 

The whole passage is relevant and extremely interesting. 
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easily be changed into equality in violating rights-I meant into a 
common war on all that is rare, strange, privileged, the higber man, 
the higher soul, the higher duty, the higher responsibilitYt and the 
abundance of creative power and masterfulness-today the con· 
cept of greatness entails being noble, wanting to be by oneself, be
ing able to be different, standing alone and having to live inde
pendently. And the philosopher will betray something of his own 
ideal when he posits: "He shall be greatest who can be loneliest, 
the most concealed, the most deviant, the human being beyond 
good and evil, the master of his virtues. he that is ovenich in will. 
Precisely this shall be called greatness: being capable of being as 
manifold as whole, as ample as full.,t And to ask it once more: to
day-is greatness possible? 

213 

What a philosopher is, that is hard to learn because it cannot 
be taught: one must "know" it. from experience-or one should 
have the pride not to know it. But nowadays all the world talks of 
things of which it cannot have any experience, and this is most 
true, and in the worst way, concerning philosophers and phllosoph
ical states: exceedingly few know them, may know them, and aU 
popular opinions about them are false. 

That genuinely philosophical combination, for example, of a 
bold and exuberant spirituality that runs presto and a dialectical 
severity and necessity that takes no false step is unknown to most 
thinkers and scholars from their own experience, and therefore 
would seem incredible to them if somebody should speak of it in 
their presence .. They picture every necessity as a kind of need t ~s a 
painstaking having-to-follow and being-compelled. And thinking 
itself they consider something slow and hesitant. almost as toU, and 
often.enough as ''worthy of the sweat of the noble't-but not in the 
least as something light, divine, closely related to dancing and bigh 
spirits. "Thinking" and taking a matter "seriously:· considering it 
"gravett-for them all this belongs together: that is the only way 
they have "experienced" it. 

Artists seem to have more sensitive noses in these matters. 
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knowing only too well that precisely when they no longer do any
thing "voluntarily" but do everything of necessity. their feeling of 
freedom, subtlety, full power, of creative placing, disposing, and 
forming reaches its peak-in short, that necessity and "freedom of 
the will" then become one in them. 

Ultimately, there is an order of rank antOng states of the soul, 
and the order of rank of problems accords with this. The highest 
problems repulse everyone mercilessly who dares approach them 
without being predestined for their solution by the height and 
power of his spirituality. What does it avail when nimble smarties 
or clumsy solid mechanics and empiricists push near them, 3S is 
common todaYt trying with their plebeian ambition to enter the 
"court of courts." Upon such carpets coarse feet may'never step: 
the primeval law of things takes care of that; the doors remain 
closed to such obtrusiveness, even if they crash and crush their 
heads against them. 

For every high world one must be born; or to speak more 
clearly. one must be cultivated for it: a right to phi1osophy-taking 
that word in its great sense-one has only by virtue of one's ori
gins; one's ancestors, one's "blood" 86 decide here, too. Many gen
erations must have labored to prepare the origin of the philosopher; 
every one of his virtues must have been acquired, nurtured t inher
ited. and digested singly, and not only the bold, light, delicate gait 
and course of his thoughts but above all the readiness for great re .. 
sponsibilities; the loftiness of glances that dominate and look down. 
feeling separated from the crowd and its duties and virtues, the af .. 
fable protection and defense of whatever is misunderstood and 
slandered. whether 'it be god or devils the pleasure and exercise of 
the great justice, the art of command, the width of the will, the slow 
eye that rarely admires, rarely looks up, rarely lovess7-

88 "GeblUt." Nietzsche's conception of "blood·' is discussed, and other re1e~ 
van~ passages are quoted. in Kaufmann's Nietzsche, at the end of Chapter 10. 
81 The- element of snobbery and the infatualion with "dominating" and 
"looking down" are perhaps more obvious than Nietzsche's perpetual sub .. 
limation and spiritualization of these and other simi1ar qualities. It may be 
interesting to compare Nietzsche's view with Dr. ThOmas Stockmano's in 
Act IV of Ibsen·s AI! Enemy of tire People: 

"What a difference there is between a cultivated and an uncultivated ani. 
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mal family! Just look at a common barnyard hen •••• But now take a 
cultivated Spanish or Japanese ben, or take a noble pheasant or a turkey; 
indeed, you·U see the difference. And then [ refer you to dogs. which are 
so amazingly closely related to us men. Consider first a common plebeian 
dog-I mean. a disgusting, shaggy. mobliko cur that merel, runs down tho 
streets and fouk the housea. And then compam the cur With a poodle that 
for several generations is descended from a DObIe house where it received 
good food and hu had occasion to hear harmonious voices and music. Don't 
you supposo that tho poodle'. brain has developccl in a way quito different 
from tho cuts? You can count on it. It is such cultivated young poodles 
that jugglers can train to do the most astonishing tricks. A common peasant 
cur could never learn anything of tho kind. even if stood aD its head. n 

Not only do Nietzsche and Ibsen·s Dr. Stockmana share Lamarck'. be
lief in tho heredity of acquired characteristics; both are concerned with 
~piritual nobility and realize that-to put it plainly-of two brothcl'l ono 
may have it and the other not. Thus Stockmann says a little Jater: "But 
that's how it always goes when plebeian descent is still In one's limbs and 
one has not worked onets way up to spiritual nobility •••• That kind of 
rabble of which I am speaking isn't to be found only in the lower strata.. 
• • • My brother Peter-he is also a plebeian straight out of the book.tI 





PART SEVEN 

OUR VIRTUES 





14.5 

Part Seven 

214 

Our virtues?-It is probable that wet too, still have our virtues. al
though in all fairness they will not be the simpleminded and four
square virtues for which we hold our gralldfathers in honor-and at 
arm's length. We Europeans of the day after tomorrow, wo first
'I)om of the twentieth century-with all our dangerous curiosity. 
our multiplicity and art of disguises, our mellow and, as It were. 
sweetened cruelty in spirit and senses-i/ we should have virtues 
we shall presumably have only virtues which have learned to get 
along best with our most secret and cordial inclinationst with our 
most ardent needs. Well then. let us look for them in our labyrinths 
-where, as is well known, all sorts of things lose themselves, all 
sorts of things are lost for good. And is there anything more beauti. 
ful than looking jor one's own virtues'] Doesn't this almost mean: 
believing in one's own virtue? But this "believing in one's vir .. 
tuett-isn't this at bottom the same thing that was formerly 
called one's "good conscience," that venerable long pigtail of a 
concept which our grandfathers fastened to the backs of their 
heads, and often enough also to the backside of their understand
ing? So it seems that however little we may seem old-fashioned and 
grandfatherlYMhonorable to ourselves in other matters, in one re
spect we are nevertheless the worthy grandsons of these grand
fathers. we last Europeans with a good conscience: we, too, stU! 
wear their pigtail.- Alas, if you knew how soon, very soon-aU 
'Will be different!-

215 

As in the realm of stars the orbit of a planet is tn some cases 
determined by two suns; as in certain cases suns of different colors 
shine near a single planet, sometimes with led light, sometimes 
with green light, and then occasionally illuminating the planet at 
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the same time and flooding it with CO]0l'S-60 we modem men are 
determined, thanks to the compJicated mechanics of our "starry 
sky," by different moralities; our actions sbine alternately in differ
ent colors, they are rarely univocal-and there are cases enough 
in which we perform actions of many colors. 

216 

Love one's enemies? I think this has been 1earned welt: it Is 
done thousands of times today, in small ways and big ways. Indeed, 
at times something higher and more sublime is done: we learn to 
despl"se when we love, and precisely when we love best-but aU of 
this unconsciously, without noise, without pomp, with that modesty 
and concealed goodness which forbids the mouth solemn words and 
virtue fonnulas. Morality as a pose--offends our taste today. That, 
too, is props-just as it was progress When religion as a pose 
finally offended our fathers' taste, including hostility and Voltairian 
bitterness against religion (and everything that formerly belonged 
to the gestures of free-thinkers). It is the music in our conscience, 
the dance in our spirit, with which the sound of all puritan litanies. 
all moral homilies and old-fashioned respectability won't go. 

217 

Beware of those who attach great value to being credited witn 
moral tact and subtlety in making moral distinctions. They never 
forgive us once tljey have made a mistake in front of us (or, worse, 
against us): inevitably they become our instinctive slanderers and 
detractors, even if they should stiU remain our "friends." 

Blessed are the forgetful: for they get over their stupidities, 
too. 

218 

The psychologists of France-and where else are any psy .. 
cbologists left today1-still have not exhausted their bitter and 
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manifold delight in the blt/se bourgeoise,' just as if-enough, 
this betrays something. Flaubert, for example. that solid citizen of 
Rouen, in the end no longer saw. heard, or tasted anything else any 
more: this was his kind of self-torture and subtler cruelty. Now, for 
a change-since this is becoming boring-I propose another 
source of amusement: the unconscious craftiness with which an 
good, fat, solid. mediocre spirits react to higher spirits and their 
tasks-that subtle,. involved, Jesuitical craftiness which is a thou
sand times more subtle than not only the understanding and 
taste of this middle class is at its best moments, but even the un .. 
derstanding of its victims-:-which proves once again that "instinct" 
is of all the kinds of intelligence that have been discovered so far 
-the most intelligent. In short, my dear psychologists, study the 
philosophy of the "norm" in its fight against the "exception": thero 
you have a s.pectacle that is good enough for gods and godlike 
malice! Or, still more clearly! vivisect the "good man," the "homo 
bonae voluntatis" 2-yourselvesl 

219 

Moral judgments and condemnations constitute the favorito 
revenge of the spiritually limited against those less limited-also a 
sort of compensation for having been ill-favored by nature-finally 
an opportunity for acquiring spirit and becoming refined-malice 
spiritualized. It pleases them deep down in their hearts that there 
are standards before which those overflowing with the wealth and 
privileges of the spirit are their equals: they fight for the "equality 
of all men before God" and almost need faith in God just for that. 
They jnclude the most vigorous foes of atheism. Anyone who said 
to them, "high spirituality is incomparable with.any kind of solidity 
and respectability of a merely moral man" would enrage them
and 1 shall beware of doing this. Rather I want to flatter them with 
my proposition, that high spirituality itself exists only as the uId .. 

1 Bourgeois stupidity. 
= "Man of 800d will. III 
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mate product of moral qualities; that it is a synthesis of all those 
states which are attributed to "merely moral" men; after they have 
been acquired singly through long discipline and exercise, perhaps 
through whole chains of generations; that high spirituality is the 
spiritualization of justice and of that gracious severity which knows 
that it is its mission to maintain the order of rank in the world, 
among things themselves-and not only among men. 

220 

In view of the modern popularity of praise of the "disinter
ested," we should bring to consciousness, perhaps not without some 
danger, what it is that elicits the people's interest, and what are the 
things about which the common man is deeply and profoundly con
cerned-including the educated, even the scholars, and unless all 
appearances deceive, perhaps even the philosophers. Then the fact 
emerges that the vast majority of the things that interest and attract 
choosier and more refined tastes and every higher nature seem to 
the average man. totally "uninteresting"; and when he neverthe
less notices a devotion to such matters he calls it "desinteresse" and 
wonders how it is possible to act "without interest." There have 
been philosophers who have known how to lend to this popular 
wonder a seductive and mystical-transcendental expressionR 

(-perhaps because they did not know the higher nature from ex
perience?)-instead of positing the naked truth, which is surely 
not hard to come by, that the "disinterested" action is an exceed
ingly interesting and interested action, assuming--

"And )ove?"- What? Even an action done from love is sup
posed to be "unegoisticU ? But you dolts! "And the praise of sacri
fices?"- But anyone who has really made sacrifices knows that he 
wanted and got something in return-perhaps something of himself 
in return for something of himself-that he gave up here in order 
to have more there, perhaps in order to be more or at least to feel 
that he was "more." But this a realm of questions and answers in 
which a choosier spirit does not like to dwell: even now truth finds 

:s Notab1y Kant. 
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it necessary to stifle her yawns when she is expected to give an
swers .. In the end she is a woman: she should not be violated.. 

221 

It does happen. said a moralistic pedant and dealer in trifles, 
that I honor and exalt a man free of self .. interest-not because he 
is free of self-interest but because he seems to me to be entitled to 
profit another human being at his own expense. Enough; the ques
tion is always who he is, and who the other person is. In a person, 
for example, who is called and' made to command, self-denial and 
modest self-effacement would not be a virtue but the waste of a 
virtue: thus it seems to me. Every unegoistic morality that takes it .. 
self for unconditional and addresses itself to aU does not only sin 
against taste: it is a provocation to sins of omission, one more se
duction under the mask of philanthropy-and precisely a seduc
tion and injury for the higher, rarer, privileged. Moralities must be 
forced to bow first of all before the order of rank,· their presump
tion must be brought home to their conscience-until they finany 
reach agreement that it is immoral to say: "what is right for one is 
fair for the otber." 

Thus my moralistic pedant and bonhomme:-I does he deserve 
to be laughed at for thus admonishing moralities to become moral? 
But one should not be too right if one wants to have those who 
laugh on one's own side; a grain of wrong actually belongs to lood 
taste. 

222 

Where pity is preached tooay-and, if yon listen closely, this 
is the on]y religion preached now-psychologists should keep their 

"What the "moralistic pedant'· says, especially after the "Enougbtt (several 
Unes above), seems very close. to put it mildly. to Nietzsche's own position. 
Yet Nietzsche here dissociates himself from these remarks and ascribes 
them to a tApedant"-not because they are wrong but because he considen 
It pedantic and self-righteous to be so unhumorously and completely right. 
See sections 30 and 40 above. With the final sentence of section 211 com
pare E,,,,'(! H""",. Chtlpter I. end of section 5. 
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ears open: through all the vanity, through all the noise that charac
terizes these preachers (like all preachers) they will hear a 
hoarse, groaning, genuine sound of self .. contempt. This belongs to 
that darkening and uglification of Europe which has been growing 
for a century now (and whose first symptoms were registered in a 
thoughtful letter Galiani wrote to Madame d''£pinay)';-unless it is 
the cause of this process. The man of umodern ideas/' this proud 
ape, is immeasurably dissatisfied with himself: that is certain. He 
suffers-and his vanity wants him to sufter only with othel'S, to feel 
pity.-

223 

The hybrid European-all in all. a tolerably ugly pJebeian
simply needs a costume: he requires history as a storage room for 
costumes. To be sure, he soon notices that Dot one fits him very 
well; so he keeps changing. Let anyone look at the nineteenth 
century with an eye for these quick preferences and changes t)f the 
style masquerade; also for the moments of despair over the fact- that 
"nothing is becoming!' It is no use to parade as romantic or classI
cal, Christian or Florentine, baroque or 4cnational," In morlbu$ et 
t1.riibua: it "does not look good!' But the "spirit, If especially the 
"historical spirit, tt finds its advantage even in this despair: again 
and again a new piece of prehistory or a foreign country'is tried on, 
put on, taken off, packed away, and above all siudled: we are the 
first age that has truly studied "costumes"-I mean those of morali .. 
ties, articles of faith. tastes in the arts, and religions-prepared like 
no previous age for a carnival in the grand style, for the laughter 
and high spirits of the most spiritual revelry, for the transcendental 
heights of the highest nonsense and Aristophanean derision of the 
world. Perhaps this is where we shall still discover the realm of 
our invention, that realm in which we, too, can still be original, say. 
as parodists of world history and God's buffoons-perhaps, even if 
nothing else today has any future, our laughter may yet have a fu
ture. 

II See note for section 26 above. 
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224 

The historical sense (or the capacity for quickly guessing the 
order of rank of the valuations according to which a people, a soci
ety. a human being has lived; the "divinatory instinctU for the rela
tions of these valuations, for the relation of the authority of values 
to the authority of active forces )-this historical sense to which we 
Europeans lay claim as our specialty has come to us in the wake of 
that enchanting and mad semi-barbarism into which Europe had 
been plunged by the democratic mingling of classes and races: 
only the nineteenth century knows this sense, as its sixth sense. The 
pa~t of every form and way of life, of cultures that formerly lay 
right next to each other or one on top of the other, now flows into us 
"modem souls .. ' thanks to this mixture; our instincts now run back 
everywhere; we ourselves are a kind of cbaos. Finally, as already 
mentioned. uthe spirit" sees its advantage in this. 

Through our semi-barbarism in body and desires we have 
secret access in all directions, as no noble age ever did; above alL 
access to the labyrinths' of unfinished cultures and to every semi
barbarism that ever existed on earth. And insofar as the most con .. 
siderable part of human culture so far was semiwbarbarism, "his
torical sense" almost means the sense and instinct for everything. 
the taste and tongue for everything-which immediately proves it 
to be an ignoble sense. We enjoy Homer again, for example: per
haps it Is our most fortunate advantage that we know how to relish 
Homer whom the men of a noble culture (say, the French of the 
seventeenth century. like Saint-nvremond, who reproached him for 
his esprit vaste,fJ and even their afterglow, Voltaire) cannot and 
could not assimilate so easily-whom to enjoy they scarcely per
mitted themselves. The very definite Yes and No of their- palate. 
their easy nausea, their hesitant reserve toward everything foreign. 
their horror of the poor taste even of a lively curiosity. and alto
gether the reluctance of every noble and self-sufficient culture to 
ow.n a new desire. a dissatisfaction with what is one's own, and ad .. 

8 Vast or comprebensive spirit. 
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miration for what is foreign-aU this inclines and disposes them 
unfavorably even against the best things in the world which are not 
theirs or could 'not become their prey. No sense is more inco~pre
hen sible for such people than the historical sense and its submis
sive plebeian curiosity. 

It is no different with Shakespeare, that amazing Spanish ... 
Moorish .. Saxon synthesis of tastes that would have all but killed an 
ancient Athenian of Aeschylus' circle with laughter or irritation. 
But we-accept precisely this wild abundance of colors, this medley 
of what is most delicate, coarsest, and most artifieial, with a secret 
familiarity and cordiality; we en joy him as a superb subtlety of att 
saved up especially for us; and the disgusting odors and the prox
imitj of the English rabble in which Shakespeare's art and taste live 
we do not alJow to disturb us any more than on the Chiaja of Na
plest where we go our way with all our senses awake, enchanted 
and wllUng, though the sewer smells of the plebeian quarters fill the 
air. 

As men of the "historical sense'· we also have our virtues; that 
cannot be denied: we are unpretentious, selfless, modest, coura
geous, full of self-overcoming, full of devotion, very grateful, very 
patient, very accommodating; but for all that we are perhaps not 
paragons of good taste. Let us finally own it to ourselves: what wo 
men of the "historical sense" find most difficult to grasp, to feel, to 
taste once more, to love once more, what at bottom finds us preju
diced and almost hostile, is precisely the perfection and ultimate 
maturity of every cu1ture and art, T that which is really noble in a 
work or human being, the moment when their sea is smooth and 
they have found halcyon self-sufficiency, the golden and cold as
pect of all things that have consummated themselves. 

Perhaps our great virtue of the historical sense is necessarily 
opposed to good taste, at least to the very best taste; and precisely 
the highest little strokes of luck and transfigurations of human life 
that briefly light up here and there we can recapt~re only poorly, 

T When Nietzsche wrote this, the taste for archaic and primitive art was 
not yet widespread and classical art was still considered the norm: Praxi
teles and Raphael were supposed to be the ultimate in beauty. Nietzsche 
thus foresees developments of the twentieth century. 
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hesitantly, by forcing ourselves-those moments and marvels when 
great power voluntarily stopped this side of the immeasurable and 
boundless, when an excess of subtle delight in sudden restraint and 
petrification, in standing firm and taking one's measure, was en .. 
joyed on still trembling ground. Measure is alien to us; let us own 
it; our thrill is the thrill of the infinite, the unmeasured. Like a rider 
on a steed that flies forward, we drop the reins before the infinite, 
we modern men, like semi-barbarians-and reach our bliss only 
where we are most-in danger. 

22S 

Whetber it is hedonism or pessimism, utilitarianism or eu .. 
daemonism-all these ways of thinking that measure the value of 
things in accordance with pleasure and pain, which are mere 
epiphenomena and wholly secondary, are ways of thinking that 
stay in the foreground and naivetes on which everyone conscious of 
creative powers and an artistic conscience will look down not with .. 
out derision, nor without pity. Pity with you-that, of course, is not 
pity in your sense: it is not pity with social "distress," with ~'societ1· 
and its sick and unfortunate members, with those addicted to vice 
and maimed from the start, though the ground around us is littered 
with them; it is even less pity with grumbling, sorely pressed, rebel
lious slave strata who long for dominion, calJing it "freedom." Our 
pity is a higher and more farsighted pity: we see how man makes 
himself smaller, how you make him smaller-and there are rna.. 
ments when we behold your. very pity with indescribable anxiety, 
when we resist this pity-when we find your seriousness more dan .. 
gerous than any frivolity. You want, if possible-and there is no 
more insane "if possiblett-to abolish suffering. And we? It really 
seems that we would rather have it higher and worse than ever. 
Well-being as you understand it-that is no goal, that seems to us 
an end, a state that soon makes man ridiculous and contemptible
that makes his destructionS desirable. 

8 Untereong. Compare with this whole passage the Prologue of Zarathudra. 
especially sections 3-6, where Nietzsche plays with the words Untergang, 
Obermensch (overman), and Uberll'illdell (overcome) and contrasts the 
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The discipline of suffering, of great suffering-do you not 
know that only this discipline has created all enhancements of man 
so far? That tension of the soul in unhappiness which cultivates its. 
strength, its shudders face to face with great ruin, its inventiveness 
and courage jn enduring, persevering, interpreting, and exploiting 
suffering, and whatever has been granted to it of profundity, secret, 
mask, spirit, cnnning, greatness-was it not granted to it through 
suffering, through the discipline of great suffering? In man creature 
and creator are united: in man there is material, fragment, excess, 
clay, dirt, nonsense, chaos; but in man there is also creator. form
giver, hammer hardness, spectator divinity, and seventh day: do 
you understand this contrast? And that your pity is for the "crea
ture in man," for what must be formed, broken, forged, tom, burnt, 
made incandescent, and purified-that which necessarily must and 
should suffer? And our pity-ilo you not comprehend for whom 
our converse pity is when it resists your pity as the worst of all pam
perings and weaknesses? 

Thus it is pity versus pity. 
But to say it once more: there are higher problems than aU 

problems of pleasure, pain. and pity; and every philosophy that 
stops with them is a naivete.-

226 

We immoralists!- This world that concerns us, in which we 
fear and love, this almost invisible and inaudible world of subtle 
commanding and subtle obeyingf in every way a world of the ual_ 
most," involved, captious, peaked, and tender-indeed, it is de
fended well against clumsy spectators and familiar curiosity. We 
have been spun into a severe yarn and shirt of duties and cannot 
get out of that-and in this we are "men of duty," we, too. Occa
sionally, ~hat is true, we dance in our "chains" and between our 
"swords"; more often, that is no less true, we gnash our teeth and 
feel impatient with all the secret hardness of our destiny. But we 

overman with "the last manU who has "invented happiness" and is con
temptible. 
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can do what we like-the dolts and appearances speaks against UB, 

saying: "These are men without duty.'t We always have the dolts 
and appearances against us. 

227 

Honesty.' supposing that this is our virtue from which we can
not get away, we free spirits-well, let us work on it with all our 
malice and love and not weary of "perfecting" ourselves in our vir
tue, the only one left us. May its splendor remain spread out one 
day like a gilded blue mocking evening light over this aging culture 
and its musty and gloomy seriousnessl And if our honesty should 
nevertheless grow weary one day and sigh and stretch its limbs and 
find us too hard, and would like to have things better. easier, ten .. 
derer, like an agreeable vice-let us remain hard, we last Stoicsl 
And Jet us dispatch to her assistance whatever we have in us of 
devUry: our disgust with what is clumsy and approximate, our 
"nitlmur in vetitum, II 10 our adventurous courage, our seasoned and 
choosy curiosity, our subtlest. most disguised, most spiritual will to 
power 'and overcoming of the world that flies and Butters covetously 
around all the realms of the future-let us come to the assistance of 
our "god" with all our "devils"l 

It is probable that we shall be misunderstood and mistaken for 
others on this account: what matter?U' And even if they were rightl 

II Redlichkelt. 
10 "We strive for the forbidden," The quotation is from Ovid's Amores, ]II. 
4,11. 
11 Cf, Sc'llopen1ulller 01 Educator (J874). section 4: ct ••• He will be mIs
taken for another and long be considered an any of powers which ho 
abominates. • • .,t There, too, this is pictured as a consequence of honesty 
and courage. But when Nietzsche wrote E«e Homo, in 1888, he DO longer 
felt: "what matter?" Thus the first sectioD of the Preface ends: ··Under 
thes.o circumstances there is a duty against which my eustom. and even 
more tho pride of my instinctsJ re\,olts at bottom; namely, to say: Listen 
to mel For 1 0111 1101 tllis one or IIUlII .A.bol'e all. do not mistake me for 
lOmeOnl1 eisel" There is also a note of the period 1885 .. 88, publisbed post
humously: IIOne generally mistakes me for someone else: I confess it; also 
that I shou1d be dune a great service if someone else were to defend and 
define me against these mistakes [YerweclrselllngenJ" (Werke, MusarioD 
edition, vol. XIV. 318f.). 
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Have not all gods so far been such devils who have become holy and 
been rebaptized? And what ultimately do we know of ourselves? 
And how the spirit that leads us would like to be called? (It is a 
matter of names.) And how many spirits we harbor? 

Our honesty, we free spirits-let us see to it that it'does not be
come our vanity, our finery and pomp, our limit, our stupidity. Bv
ery virtue inclines toward stupidity; every stupidity, toward virtue. 
"Stupid to the point of holiness," they say in Russia; let us see to it 
that out of honesty we do not finally become saints and bores. Is 
not life a hundred times too short-for boredom? One really would 
have to believe in etemallife to--

228 

May I be forgiven the discovery that all moral philosophy so 
far has been boring and was a soporific and that 'Cvirtue" has 
been impaired more for me by its boring advocates tban by any
thing else, though I am not denying their general utility. It is im
portant that as few people as possible should think about morality; 
hence it is very important that morality should not one day become 
interesting. But there is no reason fot worry. Things still stand to
day as they have always stood: I see nobody in Europe who has 
(let alone, promotes) any awareness that thinking about morality 
could become dangerous, captious, seductive-that there might be 
any calamity involved. 

Consider, for example, the indefatigable, inevitable British 
utilitarians, how they walk clumsUy and honorably in Bentham's 
footsteps, walking along (a Homeric simile says it more plainly), 
even as he himself had already walked in the footsteps of the hon
orable Helvetius12 (no, he was no dangerous person, this Helvetius, 
ce senateur Pococurante,13 to speak with Oaliani). Not a new idea, 
no trace of a subtler version or twist of an old idea, not even a real 

12 Claudo Adrien Helv6tiu! (1715.71) was a French philosopher whose an
cestors had borne tbe name of Schweitzer. He was a materialist and utili
tadan. 
18 poco: little; curQnle: careful. caring; pococurant~: easygoing. 
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history of what had been thought before: altogether an impossible 
literature, unless one knows how to flavor it with some malice. 

For into these moralists, too (one simply has to read them 
with ulterior thoughts, if ODe has to read them), that old English 
vice has crept which is called cant and consists in moral Tartuftery; 
only this time it hides in a new, scientific, form. A secret fight 
against a bad conscience is not Jacking either, as it is only fair that a 
race of former Puritans will have a bad conscience whenever it tries 
to deal with morality scientifically. (Isn't a moral philosopher the 
opposite of a Puritan? Namely, insofar as he is a thinker who con
siders morality questionabJe, as calling for question marks, in short 
as a problem? Should moralizing not be-immoral?) 

Ultimately they all want English morality to' be proved right
because this serves humanity best, or "the general utility," or "the 
happiness of the greatest number"-no, the happiness of England. 
With aU their powers they want to prove to themselves that the 
striving for English bappiness-I mean for comfort and fashion14 

(and at best a seat in Parliarnent)-is at the same time also the 
right way to virtue; indeed that whatever virtue has existed in the 
world so far must have consisted in such striving. 

None of these ponderous herd animals with their unquiet con
sciences (who undertake to advocate the cause of egoism as the 
cause of the general welfare) wants to know or even sense that ) 
"the general welfare" is no idea), no goal, no remotely intelligible 
concept, but only an emetic-that what is fair for one cannot by 
any means for that reason alone also be fair for others; that the de
mand of one morality for all is detrimental for the higher men; in 
short, that there is an order of rank between man and man, hence 
also between morality and morality. They are a modest and 
thoroughly mediocre type of man, these utilitarian Englishmen. 
and, as said above, insofar as they are boring one cannot think 
higb]y enough of their utility. They should even be encollraged: 
the following rhymes represent an effort in this direction. 

Hail, dear drudge and patient fretted 
·'More drawn out is always better," 

U Nietzsche uses the English words "comfort" and "fashion:" 
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Stiffness grows in head and knee, 
No enthusiast and no joker, 
Indestructibly mediocre, 
Sana genie et sans esprit! 1$ 

229 

In late ages that may be proud of their humanity. so much 
fear remains, so much superstitious fear of the "savage cruel beast" 
whose conquest is the very pride of these more humane ages, that 
even palpable truths remain unspoken for centuries, as if by some 
agreement, because they look as if they might reanimate that sav
age beast one has finally "mortified." Perhaps I dare something 
when I Jet one of these truths slip out: let others catch it again and 
give it "milk of the pious ways of thinking" 16 to drink until it lies 
still and forgotten in its old comer. 

We should reconsider cruelty and open our eyes .. We should at 
long last learn impatience lest such immodest fat errors keep on 
strutting about virtuously and saucily, as have been fostered about 
trQgedy, for example, by philosophers both ancient and modem. 
Almost everything we call "higher culture" is based on the spiritu
alization of cruelty, on its becoming more profound: this is my 
proposition. That "savage anima!" has not really been "mortified"; 
it lives and flourishes, it has merely become-divine. 

What constitutes the painful vOluptuousness of tragedy is cru
elty; what seems agreeable in so-called tragic pity, and at bottom in 
everything sublime. up to the highest and most delicate shudders of 
metaphysics. receives its sweetness solely from the admixture of 

11 Heil elich, brave Karrenschieber, 
Sters "je langer desta lIeher:' 
Steifer stets an Kop/ lind Kn/~, 
Unbegeistert, Ullgesplissig, 
Unverwiisllich-mittelmlissig. 
Sans gt!nie et SQns esprit! 

The phrase in quotes is a German c1ichL 
18 Quoted from Tell's famous monologue in Schiller's Wilhelm Tell. Act 
IV, Scene 3. Schiller had earlier translated Macbeth into German and was. 
no doubt, influenced by "the milk of human kindness:' 
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cruelty. What the Roman in the arena, the Christial) in the ecstasies 
of the cross, the Spaniard at an auto-da-fe or bullfight, the Japanese 
of today when he flocks to tragedies, the laborer in 'a Parisian sub ... 
urb who feels a nostalgia for bloody revolutions, the Wagnerienne 
who "submits to" Tristan and I.wlde, her will suspended-what all 
of them enjoy and seek to drink in with mysterious ardor are the 
spicy potions of the great Circe, "cruelty." 

To see this we must, of course, chase away the clumsy psy
chology of bygone times which had nothing to teach about cruelty 
except that it came into being at the sight of the sufferings of others. 
There is also an abundant, over-abundant enjoyment at onet~ own 
suffering. at making oneself suffer-and wherever man allows him .. 
self to be persuaded to self ... denial in the religious sense, or to self
mutilation, as among Phoenicians and ascetics, or altogether to de
sensualization, decamalization, contrition, Puritanical spasms of 
penitence, vivisection of the conscience, and sacrifizio dell'intel
IettoU a 1a Pascal, he is secretly lured and pusbed forward by his 
cruelty, by those dangerous thrills of cruelty turned against oneself. 

Finally consider that even the seeker after knowledge forces 
his spirit to recognize things against the inclination of the spirit, and 
often enough also against the wishes of his heart-by way of saying 
No where he would like to say Yes, love, and adore-and thus 
acts as an artist and transfigurer of cruelty. Indeed, any insistence 
on profundity and thoroughness is a violation, a desire to hurt the 
basic will of the spirit which unceasingly strives for the apparent 
and superficial-in all desire to know there is a drop oremelty. 

230 

What I have just said of a "basic will of the spirit'· may not be 
readily understood: permit me an explanation. 

That commanding something which the people call "the spirit" 
wants to be master in and around its own house and wants to feel 
that it is master; it has the will from multiplicity to simplicity, a will 
that ties up, tames, and is domineering and truly masterful. Its 

11 Sacrifice of the intellect. 
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needs and capacities are so far the same as those which physi
ologists posit for everything that lives, grows, and mUltiplies. The 
spirit's power to appropriate the foreign stands revealed in its in
clination to assimilate the new to the old, to simplify the manifold, 
and to overlook or repulse whatever is totally contradictory-just 
as it involuntarily emphasizes certain features and lines in what is 
foreign, in every piece of the "external world," retouching and fal
sifying the whole to suit itself. Its intent in all this is to incorporate 
new "experiences," to file new things in old files-growth; in a 
word-or, more precisely, the feeling of growth, the feeling of in
creased power. 

An apparently opposite drive- serves this same will: a sud
denly erupting decision in favor of ignorance, of deliberate exclu
sion, a shutting of one's windows, an internal No to this or that 
thing, a refusal to let things approach, a kind of state of defense 
against much that is knowable, a satisfaction with the dark, with the 
limiting horizon, a Yea and Amen to ignorance-aU of which is 
necessary in proportion to a spirit's power to appropriate, its "di
gestive capacity," to speak metaphorically-and actually "the 
spiritU is relatively most similar to a stomach. 

Here belongs also the occasional will of the spirit to let itself 
be deceived, perhaps with a capricious intimation of the fact that 
such and such is not the case, that one merely accepts such and such 
a delight in all uncertainty and ambiguity, a jubilant self-enjoyment 
in the arbitrary narrowness and secrecy of some nook, in the all 
too near, in the foreground, in what is enlarged, diminished, dis
placed, beautified, a self-enjoyment in the caprice of all these ex
pressions of power. 

Here belongs also, finally, that by no means unproblematic 
readiness of the spirit to deceive other spirits and to dissimulate in 
front of them, that continual urge and surge of a creative, fonn ... 
giving, changeable force: in this the spirit enjoys the multiplicity 
and craftiness of its masks, it also enjoys the feeling of its security 
behind them: after all, it is surely its Protean arts that defend and 
conceal it best. 

This will to mere appearance, to simplification, to masks. to 
cloaks, in short, to the surface-for every surface is a cloak-is 
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countered by that sublime inclination of the seeker after bowl
edge who insists on profundity. multiplici~t and thoroughness, with 
a will which is a kind of cruelty of the intellectual conscience and 
taste. Bvery courageous thinker win recognize this in himself. as
suming only that, as fit, be bas hardened and sharpened bis eye for 
himself long enough and that he is used to severe discipline, as well 
as severe words. He will say: "there is something cruel in the in· 
clination of my spirit"; let the virtuous and kindly tty to talk him 
outoftbatl 

Indeed, it would sound nicer jf we were said, whispered. re
puted'll to be distinguished not by cruelty but by "extravagant 
hones~J'1 we free, very free spirits-and perhaps that win actually 
be our-posthumous reputation.1' Meanwhlle-for there is plenty 
of time until then-we ourselves arc probably least inclined to put 
on the garish finery of such moral word tinsels: our whole work so 
far makes us sick of this taste and its cheerful1uxury. These are 
beautiful, glittering, jingling, festive words: honesty, love of truth, 
love of wisdom, sacrifice for knOWledge, heroism of the truthful
they have something that swells one's pride. But we hermits and 
marmots have long persuaded ourselves in the full secrecy of a 
hermit's conscience that this worthy verbal pomp, too, belongs to 
the old mendacious pomp, junk, BIld gold dust of unconscious hu
man vanity, and that under such flattering colors and make-up as 
well, the basic text of homo natura must again be recognized. 

To translate man back into nature; to become master over the 
many vain and overly enthusiastic interpretations and connotations 
that have so far been scrawled and painted over that etemal basic 
text of homo natura,' to sec to it that man henceforth stands before 
man as even today, hardened in the discipline of science. he stands 
before the rest of nature, with intrepid Oedipus eyes and sealed 
Odysseus eust deaf to tho siren songs of old metaphysical bird 
catchers who have been piping at him all too longt "you are more. 
you are higher, you are of a different originlt'-that may be a 

18 NDch'Dgte, nachraunte, nac!rriil,mte: literany, "said after. whispered aftert 
praised after us an extravagant honesty." 
18 Nachruhm: literally. after-fame. 
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strange and insane task, but it Is a task-who would deny tltat? 
Why did we choose this insane task'l Or, putting it differently: 
'\vhy have knowledge at all1" 

:everybody will ask us that. And we, pressed this way, we 
who have put the same question to ours~lves a hundred times, wo 
have found and find no better answer-

231 

Learning cbanges US; it does what aU nourlshment does which 
also does not merely ''preservc''--es physiologists know. But at 
the bottom of us, really "deep down," there is, of coune, Bomething 
unteachable, some granite of spiritual/alUm,- of predetermined 
decision 8Ild answer to predetermined selected questions. When
ever a cardinal problem is at stake, there speaks an unchangeable 
"this is r'; about man and woma.n, for example, a thinker cannot 
relearn but only finish learning-omy discover ultimately how this 
is "settled in him." At times we find certain solutions of problems 
that inspire strong faith in us; lome caB,them henceforth their "con
victions." Later-we see them only u steps to self-knowledge, sign
posts to the problem we tu'e-ratber, to the great stupidity we are, 
to our spiritual/alum, to what is lmIeachllble very "deep down.", 21 

After this abundant civility that I have just evidenced In rela
tion to myself I sball perhaps be permitted more readUy to state a 
few truths about "woman as such"-assumtng that it is now known 
from tho outset how very much these are after aU only-my 
truths. 

23Z 

Woman wants to become self .. reliant-and for that reaSOD she 
Is beginning to enlighten men about ·'woman as such": this is one of 
the worst developments of the general uglification of Europe. For 
what must these clumsy attempts of women at scientific self-

!OPate. 
~1 Cf. Freud. 
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exposure bring to light! Woman has much reason for shame; so 
much pedantry, superficiality. schoolmarmishness; petty presump
tion, petty licentiousness and immodesty lies concealed in woman 
-one only needs to study her behavior with childrenl-and so far 
aU this was at bottom best repressed and kept under control by fear 
of man. Woe when "the eternally boring in woman" 22~he is rich 
in thatl-is permitted to venture forthl When she begins to unlearn 
thoroughly and on principle her prudence and art-of grace, of 
play, of chasing away worries, of lightening burdens and taking 
things lightly-and her subtle aptitude for asreeable desires! 

Bven now female voices are heard which-holy Aristophanesl 
-are frightening: they threaten with medical explicitness what 
woman wants from man. first and last. Is it not in the worst taste 
when woman sets about becoming scientific that way? So far en
lightenment of this sort was fortunately man's affair. man's lot-we 
remained ·'among ourselves'· in this; and whatever women write 
about ·'woman," we may in the end reserve a healthy suspicion 
whether woman really wants enlightenment about herself
whether she can will it-

Unless a woman seeks a new adornment for herself that way 
-I do think adorning herself is part of the Eternal-Feminine? 
-she surely wants to jnspire fear of herself-perhaps she seeks 
mastery. But she does not want truth: what is truth to woman? 
From the beginning, nothing has been more alien, repugnant, and 
hostile to woman than truth-her great art is the lie, her highest 
concern is mere appearance and beauty. Let us men confess it: we 
honor and love precisely this art and this instinct in woman-we 
who have a hard time and for our relief like to associate with be
ings under whose hands. eyes, and tender follies our seriousness .. 
our gravity and profunditi~a almost appear to us like fony. 

Finally I pose the question: has ever a woman conceded pro. 

22 Allusion to lithe Eternal·Feminine- in the penultimate line of Goethe's 
FauI'. 
ts The embalTa,~dng contrast with Nietzsche'S own remarks In section 230, 
toward tho end of the paragraph to which notes 18 and 19 refer, speaks for 
Itself. If anything redeems section 232. and much of the remainder of Part 
VII. it Is surely the disclaimer in 231, 
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fundityto a woman's head, or justice to a woman's heart? And is it 
not true that on the whole uwoman" has so far been despised most 
by woman herself-and by no means by us? 

We men wish that woman sbould not go on compromising her
self through enlightenment-just as it was man's thoughtfulness 
and consideration for woman that found expression in the church 
decree: mulier taceat in ecclesial:U It was for womants good when 
Napoleon gave the all too eloquent Madame de Stae1 to under
stand: muUer taceat in polilicis! 21 And I think it is a real friend of 
women that counsels them today: muller laceat de muliereJ 28 

233 

It betrays a corruption of the instincts-quite apart from tlto 
fact that it betrays bad taste-when a woman adduces Madame 
Roland or Madame de Statl or Monsieur George Sand, of all peo
ple. as if they proved anything in. favor of "woman as such .. ' 
Among meD these three are the three comical women as such
nothing more!-and precisely the best involuntary counterargUr
menta against emancipation and feminine vainglory. 

234 

Stupidity In the kitchen; woman as cook: the gruesome 
tboughtlessness to which the feeding of the family and of the master 
of the house Is abandoned I Woman does not understand what food 
means-and wants to be cook If woman were a thinking creature, 
she, as cook for m.Ulennia, would surely have had to discover tho 
greatest physiological facts, and she would have had to gain pos
session of the art of healing. Bad cooks-and the utter lack of rea
son in the kitchen-have delayed human development longest 
and impaired it most: nor have things improved much even today. 
A lecture for finishing-school girls. 

14 Woman should be ailent In church. 
II Woman should be silent when It comes to poUtfcs. 
28 Woman should be silent about woman. 
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235 

There are expressions and bull's·eyes of the spirit, there are 
epigrams, a little handful of words, in which a whole culture, a 
whole society is suddenly crystallized. Among these belongs the oc" 
casional remark of Madame de Lambert to her son: timon ami, ne 
vous per metter. jamais que de folies, qui vous teront grand plai
sir" 21-incidentally the most motherly and prudent word ever di· 
rected to a son. 

236 

What Dante and Goethe believed about woman-the former 
when he sang, "ella guardava suso, ed io in Ie;," 28 and the latter 
when he translated this, "the Eternal-Feminine attracts us higher" 
-I do not doubt that every nobler woman will resist this faith, for 
she believes the same thing about the Eternal·Masculinc-

237 

SEVEN EPIGRAMS ON WOMAN 

How the longest boredom flees, whe" a man comes on his knees! 

Science and old QBe at length give weak vlrlue, too, some strength. 

Black dress and a silent part make every woman appear-smart. 

------------------------------------------
21 0 My friend. permit yourself Jlothjns but follies-that will give you 
great pleasure." 
18 ·'She looked up. and I at her.-
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~ 

Whom 1 tlumk for my success? G6dl--and my dear tailoress. 

~ 

Young: flower-covered den. Old: p dragon denizen. 

~ 

Noble name, the legs are fine, man as well: that he were mine! 

Ample meaning, speech concise;2&-she-ass, watch for slippery ice/ 

\tt 

237a80 

Men have so far treated women like birds who had strayed to 
them from some height: as something more refined and vulnerable. 
wilder~ stranger. sweeter, and more soufful-but as something one 
has to lock up lest it flyaway. 

238 

To go wrong on the fundamental problem of uman and 
woman," to deny the most abysmal antagonism between them and 
the necessity of an eternally hostile tension, to dream perhaps of 
equal rights~ equal education, equal claims and obligations-that is 
a typical sign of shallowness, and a thinker who has proved shallow 
in this dangerous place-shallow in his instinct-may be consid .. 

29 Kur1.e Rede, langer Sinn inverts der langen Rede kurzer stnn (the brief 
meaning of the long speech), a familiar German quotation from Schiller's 
Dle Picc%mini, Act I, Scene 2. Cf. Twilight of the Idols, section 51, and the 
succeeding section 1 of the last chapter of Twilight (Portable Nietzsche) pp. 
555 .. 57 ). 
80 In the first two editions a new section begins at this point, but it is num
bered 237, repeating the preceding number. In the standard editions, includ .. 
ing SchJechtats (which falsely claims to follow the original edition), tho 
second 237 is omitted, and the verse and prose are offered as.a single section. 
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ered altogether suspicious, even more-betrayed, exposed: proba ... 
bly he will be too "sborttt for all fundamental problems of life, of 
the life yet to come, too, and incapable of attaining any depth.81 A 
man, on the other hand, who has depth, in his spirit as well as in 
his desires, including that depth of benevolence which is capable of 
severity and hardness and easily mistaken for them, must always 
think about woman as Orientals do: he must conceive of woman as 
a possession, as property that can be locked, as something predes .. 
tined for service and achieving her perfection in that. Here he must 
base himself on the tremendous reason of Asia, on Asia's superi
ority in the instincts, as the Greeks did formerly, who were Asia's 
best heirs and students: as is well known, from Homer's time to the 
age of Pericles, as their culture increased along with the range of 
their powers, they also gradually became more severe, in brief, 
more Oriental, against woman. How necessary, how logical, how 
humanely desirable even, this was-is worth pondering. 

239 

In no age has the weaker sex been treated with as much re
spect by men as in ours: that belongs to the democratic inclination 
and basic taste, just like disrespectfulness for old age. No wonder 
that this respect is immediately abused. One wants more, one learns 
to demand, finally one a]most finds this tribute of respect insulting, 
one would prefer competition for rights, indeed even a genuine 
fight: enough, woman loses her modesty. Let us immediately add 
that she also loses taste. She unlearns her fear of man: but the 
woman who "unlearns fear" surrenders her most womanly instincts. 

81 Fortunately for Nietzscbe, tbis is surely wrong. But it is worth asking 
which. If any. of his other ideas are of a piece with his secondhand wisdom 
about ""oman": probably his embarrasSingly frequent invocation of "sev· 
erity'" and "hardness" and other such terms-the almost ritual repetition of 
tho words. not necessarily. if at all, the spiritualized conceptions he develops 
with their aid-attd perhaps a1so the tenor of his remarks ~bout democracy 
and parliaments. Goethe sai",: liThe greatest human beings are always con
Ilected with their century by means of some weakness" (Electiy! Affinities). 
At these points Nietzsche's deliberate "untimeliness" now seems time-bound. 
dated, and as shaUow 8S what he attacked. 
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That woman ventures forth when the aspect of man that in
spires fear-let us say more precisely, when the man in man is no 
longer desired and cultivated-that is fair enough, also compre
hensible enough. What is harder to comprehend is that, by the 
same token-woman degenerates. This is what is happening to
day: let us not deceive40urselves about that. 

Wherever the industrial spirit ha~ tl1iumphed over the mititary 
and aristocratic spirit, woman now aspires to the economic and 
legal self-reliance of a clerk: 82 "woman as clerk" is inscribed on the 
gate to the modem society that is taking shape now. As she thus 
takes possession of new rights, aspires to become "master" al and 
writes the "progress" of woman upon her standards and banners, 
the opposite development is taking place with terrible clarity: 
woman is retrogressing. 

Since the French Revolution, woman's influence in Europe 
has decreased proportionately as her rights and claims have in
creased; and the "emancipation of woman," insofar as that is de
manded and promoted by women themselves (and not merely by 
shallow males) is thus seen to be an odd symptom of the increasing 
weakening and dulling of the most feminine instincts. There is 
stupidity in this movement, an almost masculine stupidity of which 
a woman who bad turned out well-and such women are always 
prudent-would have to be thoroughly ashamed. 

To lose the sense for the ground on which one is most certain 
of victory; to neglect practice with one's proper weapons; to Jet one
self go before men~ perhaps even lito the point of writing a book," 
when formerly one disciplined oneself to subtle and cunning hu
mility; to work with virtuous audacity against men's faith in a 
basically different ideal that he takes to be concealed in woman, 
something Etemally-and-Necessarily-Feminine-to talk men em .. 
phatically and loquaciously out of their notion that woman must be 
maintained, taken care of, protected. and indu1ged like a more 
delicate, strangely wildt and often pleasant domestic animal; the 
awkward and indignant search for everything slavelike and serflike 

J2Commis, 
89 "Herr." 
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that 1111 characterized wommt
• position fa tho order of society 10 

far. and ltD! does (M If staverywere a COUIlterarguntent and not in· 
stead a condition of every bfjber culture. every ODhancement of 
cu1ture)-what Is the mealnS or all this If Dot a crmnbUng of 10m
Jnfne Justincts, a defeminlzatlon? 

To be sure, there am enough ImhcDic Monu and conupters 
of womanamoog the scholarly asses of tho male· sex who advise 
woman to cfetcmtnlzo :herself fa this way aod to imitate an the 
stupidities' 'With which -manit ill Burope. European -.uanlinesSt" 
Is slet: they would lite to reduco woman to the level of "general 
educatioD, It probably even of reading the Dewspapea and talking 
about poUties. Here and there they eve.ll want to tum women lato 
fteethlnlera and lCI'l"bI~ if a woman withOU~~iety WO~Dot 
SeeD! utterly obnoxious and ridiCUlous to a prOfoUDd and godless 
man. 

Almost everywhere one ruins her Denes with the most patho
logical and dangerous kind of music (our most recent German mu
lie) and makes her more hysterlcal by the day and more incapable 
of her 1irat and last profession-to give birth to strong children. 
AltoFther ODO wants to make her more "cultivated" and, as is 
laid, make the weaker sex stron, through cu1tttre-as if history did 
not teach us as impressively as possible that making men "culti
vated .. and making them weak-weakenlng, splintering, and sick
lying over the force 01 the will-havo always kept pace, and that 
tho most powerful and in(Iuential women of the world (most re
cently Napoleon'. mother) owed their power and ascendancy over 
men to the force of their wD1-and not to schoolmasters! 

What Inspires respect for womaa, and often enough eveD. 
fear, is her lUlture, which is more "Datural" than man's, tho gen
uine, CUDDing suppleness of a beast of prey, the tiger's claw under 
the glove, the naivete of her egoism, her uneducabwty and huter 
wildness, tho mcomprehensIbW". scope, and movement of her 
desires and virtues-

What, 10. spite of an fear, eDcits pity for tbls dangerous aDd 
beautiful cat "woman'~ is that she appoan to suffer more. to be 
more vulnerable, more in need of love, ancJ more condemned to 
disappointment than any other animaL Pear and pity: with these 
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feelings man has so far confronted woman. always with one foot in 
tragedY" which tears to pieces as it encbants.1I 

What? And this should be the end? And the breaking of 
woman's magic spen is at work? The ''boriftcation'· of woman is 
slowly dawning? 0 Europel Europe! We know the homed animal 
you always found most attractive; it stiD. threatens youl Your old 
fable could yet become "History"-once more an. immense stupid
ity might become master over you and carry you ott And this time 
no god would hide in it; no, only an "idea:' a "modem idea"l-

14 Bver since Arilltotlc's PoetiCS (1449b), pity and fear have been associated 
with tragedy. ct. aIso 14528, 1453b. 
81 Allusion to Schiller's famoul Une about fate in classical tragedy (ill 
"ShakeaIJOll'c's Shadow"): ·'Which ele~atea man when it crushes man:· 
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I heard once again for the first time-Richard Wagner·s overture 
to the Meistersinger: 1 it is magnificent, overcharged, heavy, late 
art that has the pride of presupposing two centuries of music as still 
living, if it is to be understood: it is to the credit of the Germans 
that such pride did not miscalcu1ate. What flavors and forces. what 
seasons and climes are not mixed herel It strikes us now as archaic, 
now as strange, tart, and too young, it is just as capricious as it is 
pompous .. traditional, it is not infrequently saucy, still more often 
coarse and rude--it has fire and courage and at the same time the 
loose dun skin of fruit that ripens too late. It flows broad and full
and suddenly a moment of inexplicable hesitation, like a gap open
ing up between cause and effec~ a pressure triggering dreams, al .. 
most nightmares-but already the old width and breadth are re
gained by the current of well-being, the most manifold well-being, 
of old and new happiness, very much including the artist's bappi:' 
ness with himself which he h~s DO wish to bide, his amazed, happy 
sharing of the knowledge that the means he has employed here are 
masterly-new artistic devices, newly acquired, not yet tested, as 
he seems to let us know. 

Altogether, no beauty, no south, nothing of southern and sub
tle brightness of the sky, nothing of gracefulness, no dance, scarcely 
any will to logic; even a certain clumsiness that is actually stressed, 
as if the artist wished to say to us, "that is part of my intention"; 
cumbersome drapery, something capricious, barbarian, and sol
emn, a flurry of erudite preciousness and lace; something German 
in the best and worst senses of the word, something manifold. form
less, and inexhaustible in a German way; a certain German power
fulness and overfulness of the soul which is not afraid of hiding be
hind the refinements of decay-which perhaps really feels most at 

1 Nietzsche discusses Wagner at greater length in The Bittl. 0/ Tragedy, Tilt 
Case 0/ Wagner, and Nlel1.sc/ze ('on/ra Wagner. 
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home there; a truly genuine token of the German soul which is at 
the same time young and superannuated, overly menow and still 
overrich in future. This kind of music expresses best what I think of 
the Germans: they belong to the day before yesterday and the day 
after tomorrow-os yet they have no today. 

241 

We "good Buropeanstt-we, too. 'know hours when we pennit 
ourselves some hearty fatherlandishness, a plop and relapse into 
old loves and narrownesses-I have just given a sample of that
hours of national agitations, patriotic palpitations, and various 
other sorts of arehaizing sentimental inundations. More ponderous 
spirits than we are may require more time to get over what with us 
takes only hours and in a few hours has run its course: some re .. 
quire half a year, others half a life, depending on the speed and 
power of their digestion and metabolism. Indeed, I could imagine 
du1l2 and sluggish races. who would require half a century even in 
our rapidly moving Europe to overcome such atavistic attacks of 
fatherlandishness and soil addiction and to return to reasoD, mean ... 
ing "good Europeanism." 

As I am digressing to this possibnity, it so happens that I be
come an ear-witness of a conversation between two old "patriots": 
apparently both were hard of hearing and therefore spoke that 
much louder. 

"He thinks and knows as much of phnosophy as a peasant or a 
fraternity student," said one; ·'he is still innocent. But what does 
it matter today? This is the age of the masses: they grovel on their 
bellies before anything massive. In politicis, too. A statesman who 
piles up for them another tower of Babel, a monster of empire and 
power, they call 'great'; what does it matter tbat we, more cautious 

= Dumpl bas no perfect equiva1ent in EngHsh. It can mean hollow or muted 
when applied to a sound, heavy and musty applied to air, dull applied to 
wits, and is a cousin of the English words. dumb and damp. Goethe still 
used it with a positive connotation when he wrote poetry about inarticulate 
feelings; Nietzsche uses the word often-with a strongly nelative. anti .. 
romantic connotation.. , 
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and reserved. do not yet abandon the old faith that only a great 
thought can give a deed or cause greatness. Suppose a statesman 
put his people. in a position requiring them to go in for 'great poU .. 
tics' from now on, though they were ill-disposed for that by nature 
and ill prepared as well, so that they would find it necessary to sacri. 
fice their old and secure virtues for the sake of a novel and dubious 
mediocrity-suppose a statesman actually condemned his people 
to 'politickingt although so far they bad had better things to do 
and think about, and deep down in their souls they had not got rid 
of a cautious disgust with the restlessnesst emptiness. and noisy 
quarrelsomeness of peoples that really go in for politicking-sup
pose such a statesman goaded the slumbering passions and lusts of 
his people, turning their diffidence and delight in standing aside 
into a blot, their cosmopolitanism and secret infinity into a serious 
wrong, devaluating their most cordial inclinations, inverting their 
conscience, making their spirit narrow, their taste 'nationar
what! a statesman who did all this, for whom his people would have 
to atone for all future time. if they have any future, such a states
man should be great?" 

"Without a doubt1" the other patriot replied vehemently; 
"otherwise he would not have been able to do it. Perhaps it was in
sane to want such a thing? But perhaps everything great was merely 
insane when it started." 

"An abuse of wordsP' his partner shouted back; "strong! 
strong! strong and insane! Not greatl" 

The old men had obviously become heated as they thus flung 
their truths into each other's faces; but I, in my bappiness and be
yond,. considered how soon one stronger will become master over 
the strong; also that for the spiritual ftattening8 of a people there is 
a compensation, namely the deepening of another people. 

8 Ytrflachung (becoming shallower) contrasted with Vertie/ung (becoming 
more profound). The first people is. without a doubt. OermanYi the states
man, Bismarck; and the second people probably France. Of course •. tho 
points made are also meant to apply more generally, but this evaluation of 
Bismarck at the zenith of his success and power certainly shows an amazing 
independence of spirit, and without grasp!og the full weig~t of the tin~ 
sentence one cannot begin to understand NIetzsche's eonceptlons of tho will 
to power or. of IIbeyond good and evil." 
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Can that in which the distinction of the European fs sought 
"civilizationn or Uhumanization" or "progress, n or call it simply
without praise or blame-using a political formula, Europets dem
ocratic movement: behind all the moral and political foregrounds 
to which such formulas point, a tremendous physiological process is 
taking place and gaining momentum. The Europeans are becom
ing more similar to each other; they become more and more de
tached from the conditions under which races originate that are 
tied to some climate or class; they become increasingly independ .. 
ent of any determinate milieu that would like to inscribe itself for 
centuries in body and soul with the same demands. Thus an es
sentially supra-national and nomadic type of man is gradually com
ing UPt a type that possesses, physiologically speaking, a maximum 
of the art and power of adaptation as its typical distinction. 

The tempo of this process of the t'evolving European" may be 
retarded by great relapses, but perhaps it will gain in vehemence 
and profundity and grow just on their account: the still raging 
storm and stress of "national feeling" belongs here, also that 
anarchism which is just now coming up. But this process will prob
ably lead to results which would seem to be least expected by those 
who naively promote and praise it. the apostles of "modem ideas." 
The very same new conditions that will on the average lead to the 
leveling and mediocritization of man-to a useful, industrious, 
handy, multi-purpose herd animal-are likely in the bighest de
gree to give birth to exceptional human beings of the most danger
ous and attractive quality .. 

To be sure, that power of adaptation which keeps trying out 
cbanging conditions and begins some new work with every gen .. 
eration, almost with every decade, does not make possible the pow
erfulness of the type, and the over-all impression of such future 
Europeans will probably be that of manifold garrulous workers 
who will be poor in will, extremely emp10yable. and as much in 
need of a' master and commander as of their daily bread. But 
while the democratization of Europe leads to the production of a 
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type that is prepared for slavery In the subtlest sense, in single. ex
ceptional cases the strong human being will have to tum out 
stronger and richer than perhaps ever before-thanks to the ab
sence of prejudice from his training, thanks to the tremendous 
manifoldness of practice, art, and mask. I meant to say: the de.... 
mocratization of Europe is at the same time an involuntary ar
rangement for the cultivation of tyrants-taking that word in every 
sense,incJuding the most spirituaL 

243 

I bear with pleasure that our sun is swiftly mOYlng toward the 
co~stellation of Hercules-and I hope that man on this earth will in 
this respect fonow the sunts example? And wo :first of aU, we good 
Europeanst-

244 

'rhete was a time when it was customary to attn"ute ·'pro
fundity" to the Germans, as a distinction. Now that the most suc
cessful type of the new Germanism lusts after utterly different hon
ors and perhaps misses 'pluck" in everything profound, some 
doubt may a1most be timely and patriotic as to whether that former 
praise was not based on self .. deception-in short, Whether German 
profundity is not at bottom something different and worse, and 
something tbllt. thank God, one is about to shake 01 successfully. 
Let us make the attempt to relearn about German profundity: 
nothing more is needed for this than a little vivisection of the Ger
man souL 

The German sout is above' aU manifold, of diverso origins, 
more put together and superimposed than actually built: that ls 
due to where it comes from. A German who would make bold to 
saYt "two souls. alas, are dwelling in my breast," , would violate tho 
truth rather grossly or, more precisely. would faU short of the truth 
by a good many souls. As a people of the most monstrous mixture 

" Goethe's Fault. line 1112. 
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and medley of races, perhaps even with a preponderance of the 
pre-Aryan element, as "people of the middle" in every sense, the 
Germans are more incomprehensible, comprehensive, contradic
tory, unknown, incalculable; surprising, even frightemnS than 
other people are to themselves: they elude definition and would be 
on that account alone the despair of the French. 

It is characteristic of the Germans that the question, "what is 
German?" never dies out amoDg them. Kotzebue surely bew his 
Germans well enough: "we have been recognized!·' they jubilated 
-but Sand, too, thought he knew them.1S lean PaulB knew what ho 
was doing when he dec1ared himself wrathfully against Fichte's 
mendacious but patriotic ftatteries and exaggerations-but it fa 
probable that Goethe Pid not think about the Germans as lean 
Paul did, although he consi~ered him right about Fichte. What did 
Goethe really think about the Germans? 

But there were many things around him about which he never 
spoke clearly. and his life long he was a master of subtle silence
he probably had good reasons for that. What is certain is that it 
was Dot "the Wars of Liberation'" that made him look up more 
cheerfully. any more than the French Revolution; the event on 
whose account he rethought his Faust, indeed the whole problem 
of man- was the appearan~ of Napoleon. There are words of 
Goethe in which he deprecates with impatient hardness, as if he 
belonged to a foreign country, what the Germans take pride in:' 
the celebrated German GemUta he once defined as "indulgence to
ward the weaknesses of others as weU as one's own!' Was be 
wrong in that? It is characteristic of the Germans that one is rarely 
completely wrong about them. 

'Auguat Friedrich Ferdinand von Kotzebue (1761·1819). a popular Gcr
man writer in his time who had his differences with Goethe and also pub
lished attacks on Napoleon. was assassinated by Karl Ludwig Sand (17.95-
1820). a theology student wbo took tho poet {or a Russian spy .. Sand was 
execQted • 
• PenlWlle C)f Johann Paut Friedrich Richter (1763·1825), one of the most 
renowned Gennan writers of tbe romantic:: period. 
., Against Napoleon • 
• A word without any exact equivalent In Engtish. It is various1y rendered 
as feeling. soul. heart, while gemlitlich miabt be translated as comfortablo 
or cozy. 
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The German soul has its passageways and inter·passageways; 
there are caves, hideouts, and dungeons in it; its disorder has a 
good deal of the attraction of the mysterious; the German is an ex .. 
pert on secret paths to chaos. And just as everything loves its 
simile. the Gennan loves clouds and everything that is unclear, be
coming, twiHt, damp, and overcast: whatever is in any way uncer
tain, unformed. blurred, growing. he feels to be "profound." The 
German himself is not, he becomes, he "develops!' "Development" 
is therefore the truly German find and hit in the great realm of 
phnosophical formulas-a governing concept that, united with 
German beer and German music, is at work trying to Germanize 
the whole of EUrope. 

Foreigners stand amazed and fascinated before the riddles 
posed for them by the contradictory nature at the bottom of the 
German soul (brought into a system by Hegel and finally set to 
music by Richard Wagner). uGood-natured and vicious"-such 
a conjunction, preposterous in relation to any other people, is un
fortunately justified an too often in Germany: let anyone live for a 
while among Swabiansl The ponderousness of the German scholar, 
his social bad taste. gets along alarmingly wen with an inner rope
dancing and easy boldness which bas taught all the gods what fear 
is. Whoever wants a demonstration of the "German soul" ad ocu
los' should merely look into German taste, into German arts and 
customs: What boorish indifference to "taste"1 How the noblest 
stands right next to the meanest! How disorderly and rich this 
whole psychic household isl The Getman drags his soul along: 
whatever he experiences he drags. He digests his events badly. he 
never gets "done" with them; German profundity is often merely a 
hard and sluggish ·'digestion." And just as all chronic invalids, aU 
dyspeptics, love comfort, Gennans love "openness" and "Bieder
kei,": how comfortable it is to be open and "b/edet-JID 

Perhaps the German of today knows no more dangerous and 
successful disguise than this confiding, accommodating, cards-on-

• Por the eyes. 
10 The word has no exact English equivalent but might be rendered '!four
square." 
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the-table manner of Gennan honesty: tbis is his true Mephistopheles
art; with that he can I"still go far!' The German lets himse]f go 
while making faithful blue, empty, German eyes-and immediately 
foreigners confound him with his dressing gown. 

I meant to say: whatever "German profundity" may be
when we are entirety among ourselves, perhaps we pennit our
selves to laugh at it?-we shan do wen to hold its semblance and 
good name in honor in the future, too, and not to trade our old 
reputation as a people of profundity too cheaply for Pmssian 
"pluck" and Berlin wit and sand.11 It is clever for a people to make 
and let itself be considered profound, awkward, good-natured, hon
est, and not clever: it migbt even be-profound. Finany, ono 
should live up to one's name: it is not for nothing that one is called 
the "tiusche" Yolk, the Tiiusche-Y olk, deceiver people.~ 

245 

The "good old time" is gone, in Mozart 'We hear its swan song. 
How fortunate we are that his rococo still speaks to us, that his 
"good company." his tender enthusiasms, his childlike delight in 
curlicues and Chinese touches, his courtesy of the heart, bis longing 
for the graceful, those in love, those dancing, those easUy moved 
to tears, his faith in the south, may still appeal to some residue in 
us. Alas, some day aU this will be gone-but who may doubt that 
the understanding and taste for Beethoven will go long before 
that! Beethoven was after all merely the final chord of transition in 
style, a style break, and not, like Mozart. the last chord of a 
centuries-old great European taste. 

Beethoven is the interlude of a mellow old soul that con
stantly breaks and an over .. young future soul that constantly comes; 
on his music lies that twilight of eternal losing and eternal extrava
gant hoping-the same light in which Europe was bathed when it 

11 The area around Berlin wu at one time called "the sandbox of the Hol1 
Roman Empire." 
Jta This is by no mellos the accepted German etymolOgy of d~lltlth. 
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dreamed with Rousseau, danced around the freedom tree of the 
Revolution, and finally almost worshiped before Napoleon. But how 
quickly this feeling pales now; bow difficult is mere knowledge of 
this feeling even today-how strange to our ears sounds the lan
guage of Rousseau, Schiller, Shelley, Byron, in whom, taken to
gether, the same fate of Europe found its way into words that in 
Beethoven knew how to sing1 

Whatever German music came after that belongs to roman
ticism, a movement that was, viewed histOrically, still briefer, still 
more fleeting, still more superficial than that great entr'acte, that 
transition of Europe from Rousseau to Napoleon and to the rise of 
democracy_ Weber: but what are Freischiltz. and Oberon to us to
day! Or Marschner's Hans Heiling and JI ampyrl Or even Wagner's 
Tannhliuser. That is music that has died away though it is not yet 
forgotten. All this music of romanticism, moreover, was not noble 
enough to remain valid anywhereexceept in the theater and before 
crowds; it was from the start second-rate music that was not con
sidered seriously by genuine musicians. 

It is different with Felix Mendelssohn. that halcyon master 
who, on account of his lighter, purer, more enchanted soul, was 
honored quickly and just as quickly forgotten: as the beautiful in
termezzo of German music. But as for Robert Schumann. Who was 
very serious and also was taken seriously from the start--he was 
the last to found a school-is it not considered a good fortune 
among us today, a relief, a liberation. that this Schumann romanti
cism has been overcome? 

Schumann, fleeing into the "Saxon Switzerland" 111 of his soul, 
half like Werther, half like Jean Paut. certainly not like Beethoven, 
certainly not like Byron-his Manfred music is a mistake and mis
understanding to the point of an injustice-Schumann with bis 
taste which was basically a ~mall taste (namely, a dangerous 
propensity, doubly dangerous among Oermans, for quiet lyricism 
and sottishness of feeling), constantly walking oft to withdraw shyly 

18 A very rugged and picturesque mountain range about fifteen miles south
east of Dresden. not comparable in heiaht, extent, or magnificence to tho 
SwIss Alps. 
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and retire, a noble tender .. heart who wallowed In all sorts of anony
mous bliss and woe, a kind of girl and noll me tangeret• from the 
start: this Schumann was already a merely German event in music, 
DO longer a European one, 8S Btethoven was and, to a still greater 
extent, Mozart. With him German music was threatened by its 
greatest danger: losing the voice for the soul 0/ Europe and de
scending to mere fatherlandishness. 
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What torture books written in German are for anyone who 
has a third earl How vexed one stands before the slowly revolving 
swamp of sounds that do not sound like anything and rhythms that 
do not dance, caJled a "book" among Germansl Yet worse is the 
German who reads booksl How lazily, how reluctantly, how badly 
he readsl How many Germans know, and demand of themselves 
that they should know, that there is art'in every good sentence-art 
that must be figured out if the sente~ce is to be understood! A mis
understanding about its tempo, for example-and the sentence it .. 
self is misunderstood. ! i, 

That one must not be in doubt about the rhythmically deci .. 
sive syllables, that one experiences the break with any excessively 
severe symmetty as deliberate and attractive, that one lends a sub
tle and patient ear to every sttJccatol' and every rubalo,llS that one 
figures out the meaning in the sequence of vowels and diphthongs 
and how delicately and richly they can be colored and change 
colors as they follow each other-who among book-reading Ger
mans has enough good will to acknowledge such duties and de
mands and to listen to that much art and purpose in language? In 
the end one simply does not have "the ear for thatt

.; and thus the 
strongest contrasts of style go unheard, and the subtlest artistry is 
'Wasted u-on the deaf. 

U "Touch monOlrn John. 20: 17. 
11 A musical term. meaning detached, disconnected. with breaks between 
successive Dotes, 
18 Tempo rubtJtD. litcrally robbed time. is a tempo in which some notes are 
shortencd in order that others may be lengthened. 
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These were my thoughts when I noticed how clumsily and un
discerningly two masters in the art of prose were confounded
one whose words drop hesitantly and coldly, as from the ceDing of 
a damp cave-he counts on their dull Bound and resonance--ancl 
another who handles his language like a flexible rapier, feeling 
from his arm down to his toes the dangerous delight of the quiver
ing, over-sharp blade that desires to bite, hiss, CUt.17-

24718 

How little German style has to do with sound and the ears is 
shown by the fact that precisely our good musicians wrl~' badly. 
The German does not read aloud, not for the ear but only with the 
eye: meanwhile his ears are put away in a drawer. In antiquity men 
read-when they did read, which happened rarely enough-to 
themselves. aloud, with a resounding voice; one was surprised 
when anyone read quietly. and secretly asked oneself for the J:ea

sons. With a resounding voice: tbat means, with aU the crescendos, 
inflections, and reversals of tone and changes in tempo in which 
the ancient public world took delight. ' 

The laws of written style were then the same as those for 
spoken style; and these laws depended partly on the amazing de
velopment and the refined requirements of ear and larynx, partly 
on the strength, perseverance, and power of ancient lungs. A pe
riod in the classical sense is above all a physiological unit, insofar 
as it is held together by a single breath. Such periods as art found 
in Demosthenes and Cicero, swelling twice and coming down 
twice. all within a single breath, are delights for the men of lin
tiquity who, from their own training, knew how to esteem their vir
tue and how rare and difficult was the delivery of such a period. 
We really have no right to the great period, we who are modem 
and in every sense short of breath. It 

!7 The second master is surely Nietzsche, and the whole passage may give 
lome idea of the difficulty of translating him. 
18 In the first two editions this appears as 247a, although there is no section 
241. 
It But Beyond Good and Evil is fuU of examples. most of which have been 
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All of these ancients were after all themselves dilettantes in 
rhetoric, ,hence connoisseurs, hence critics and thus drove their 
rhetoricians to extremes; just as in the last century, when aU 
Italians and Italiennes knew how to sing, virtuosity in singing 
(and with that a1so the art of melody) reached its climax among 
them. In Germany, however, there really was (until quite re
cently, when a kind of platform eloquence began shyly and clum .. 
sily enough to flap its young wings) only a single species of public 
and roughly artful rhetoric: that from the pulpit. 

In Germany the preacher alone knew what a syllable weighs, 
or a word, and how a sentence strikes, leaps, plunges, runs, mns 
out; he alone had a conscience in his ears, often enough a bad con
science; for there is no lack of reasons why Germans rarely attain 
proficiency in rhetoric, and almost always too late. The masterpiece 
of German prose is therefore. fairly enough, the masterpiece of its 
greatest preacher: the Bible has so far been the best German book. 
Compared with Luther·s Bible, almost everything else is mere "lit
erature"-something that did not grow in Germany and there
fore also did not Brow and does not grow into German hearts-as 
the Bible did. 

248 

There are two types of genius: one which above aU begets and 
wants to beget. and another which prefers being fertilized and giv
ing birth. Just so. there are among peoples of genius those to whom 
the woman's problem of pregnancy and the secret task of forming, 
maturing, and perfecting has been allotted-the Greeks, for exam .. 
pIe, were a people of this type; also the French-and others who 
must fertilize and become the causes of new orders of Jife-like the 
Jews,:w the Romans. and, asking this in all modesty, the Germans? 

preserved in translation, though a few have been broken up into shorter 
sentences. Plainly it is part of the aim of these sections to tell tho reader 
how the present book wants to be read. 
20 Nietzsche inverts the anti~Semitic elicb6 that the Jews are uncreative para
sites who excel, if at all, only 8S performers and interpreters. (Cf. also, e.g •• 
section S2 above and his praise of Mendelssohn in section 24.5.) The image 
of the Jews "lusting after foreign races" was a cUche of German anti..semi· 
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Peoples, tormented and enchanted by unknown fevers and irre
sistibly pressed beyond themselves. in love and lusting after for
eign races (after those who like t'being fertilized"), and at the samo 
timo domineering like all that mows itself to be fun of creative 
powerI8Ild henco"'y thegraee of God." These two types of gen· 
Ius seet each other, 1ilce man and woman; but they also misunder
stand each other-1ikc man and woman. 

249 

Every peoplo has its OWIl Tartutrery and eaJJs it its virtues ..... 
What is best in us we do not know-wc cannot know. 

250 

V/hat Europe owes to the Jews? Many ttlinp. good and bad. 
and above an one thing that is both of the best and of the worst: 
the grand style in morality, the tenibleness and majesty of infinite 
demandsli infinite meanings. the whole romanticism and sublimity 
of ~o~,ues~()nBbmties-andhence precisely the most attrac
tive, captious, .and choIcest part bt those play! of color and sedue
tioDSto life in whose afterglow the sky of our European culture, its 
evening sky, is buming now-perhaps buming itself out.. We artists 
amana the s~ators and phUosophers ..-grateful for this to the 
lews.li 

dIm. but It Is entirely eharacteristic of Nietzsche's style of thinking and 
wr1tfnl that the phrase I, "spiritualized" (to use his own term) and more
oyer uSed In a context Which makes plai_for those who read and do flot 
memly browse-that Nietzsche's meaning k utterly opposed to that previ
ously assoeiated with the words. His famous ·'revaluationlt begins with 
worb that recoivc Dew Yalues. 

Niet1JCho·. conception of the Oreeb and ltomans also inverts the usual 
¥lew. In his frequent fnsistence on the debt of the Greeks to earlier civiliza
lioulae w. at leut half a century ahead of his time. 
II ct. teetloa 195 above. In' the light of these two sections it seems probablo 
that the reference to the GermanI ("in all modesty") in section 248 alludes 
to Nietzscho·. own ambltiol'tl. He Is hoping to initiate a "revaluation" com
parablo to that ascribed to the Jews in section 195: they are his model. Of 
course. he does not agree with the values he ascribes to them; but the wholo 
book represents an effort to risc "beyond" simpleminded agreement and 
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251 

It must be taken into the bargain if aU sorts of clouds and dis-
turbances-in brief, little attacks of hebetation--pass over the 
spirito! a people that is suffering, and wants to sdel, ofnationalis .. 
tic nerve fever and political ambition. Exampleaamong the Oer
mans today include now tho anti-French stupidity, now the anti
Jewish, now the anti-PoUsh, now the Christian"romantic, now the 
Wagnerian, now the Teutonic, now the Prussian (just look at the 
wretched historians, these Sybels and Treitscbkesu and their 

disagreement, beyond the w]~ar faith in antithetic values, ·'beyond good 
and evil." The point of that tltte is nOI that the author considcn himself 
beyond good and evil in thc crudest sense. but it is in part that he Is bcr.>nd 
1"~IS~~n ~ silly tJ:lin~ 8 .... the J.ews ~e good". or "the l~JR ~ .. o~iI ; or 
tlfteO splnts" . or '·scbolar~tt. ()! "v11'tues" or "h~Destytt or "h~l'l'l81ieDesa" are 
"good" Or ··cvil!' "Everywhere he introduces ,Wstinctio~ etching Brat ()tle 
typeandthenan~t~er bo~.~nOfa~~ COilfounded uDdCl" ~~g1O.~~. He 
askS us to shift perspectives~ or tOper<:eiye hues audgra~atl().,. iilIt~l1 Of 
l~pIe black and wbi~. ThiS. has led superficialreaderat6' supposethit he 
~lltradicts himself orthBt ..• bO nevereDibraceaany meaningfair:~uslonl 
(Kadlas~rs); but this btlt)k al1ouu", in eollCl~iODL On1yo~'i~ ~ver 
be surewtiat they are aii long as one t~al'8 senteDces and h81f.~~enCtAl out 
of context (the method of Bertram and Jaspers)-or evellwhoteaphorisms: 
s.ection 240 is meant to be read befoRnection 241, not iD isolation. 
12 Heinrich 'von ~rbel(181?~9S)Bndl!eindch"on Tre!ts~hk~ d!34-96) 
were among the leading German historians of their time. Sybel was for many 
years a member of the Prussian parliament. At one time a critic of Bisntatck. 
he strongly supported many of Bismarck's policies, beginning Int866. In 
187S Bismarck appointed bim director of the Prussian archives. :nil major 
works include Die deul8che Nation und d~ Kaist!rreicli (the German Dation 
and the Empire; 1862) and Die Begrilndung del dtut8chen Reiche, durc1a 
Wilhelm 1 (1889·94; English version; The Founding of Ihi German Emp;" 
b, William I, trans. Marsball Livingston, 1890-98). 

Treitscbke, born at Dresden, was a Liberal as a young man. Dr t~66. 
When Prussia went to war against Austria. "his sympathies with Prussia were 
10 strong that he went to Berlin [from Pteiburg. where he had been apro
fessor], became a Prussian subject. and Was appointed editor of the Prtussl· 
,chit lahrbiicher" (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 11th ed.). In 1871 be became 
a member oftbe new imperial parliament, and in 1874 a professor of history 
at Berlin. He became "the chief panegyrist of the house of Hohenzollern. 
He did more than anyone to mould the minds of the rising generation, and 
be carried them with him even in his violent attacks on all opinions and all 
parties which appeared in any way to be injurious to the rising power of 
Germany. He supported the government in its attempts to subdue by legisla-
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thickly bandaged beadsl) and whatever other names these Uttlo 
mistifications:!8 of the German spirit and conscience may have. For
give me, for durlng a brief daring sojoum in very infected territory 
It too, did not altogether escape this disease and began like every
one else to develop notions about mattets that are none of my busI
ness: tho first sign of the poUtical infection. For example about tho 
Jews: onlyUsteol 

I havonot met a'Germanyet who was wen disposed toward 
the lews; and however unconditionally all the cautious and politI
cally-minded repudiated real anti-Semitism,:M even this caution and 
polley are not directed against the species of th~ feeling itself but 
omy alainst ita dangerous immoderation, especially against tho in
sipid and shameful expression of this immoderate feel~_bout 
this, one should not deceive oneself. That Germany has amply 
enough Jews, that tho German. stomacht the German blood hu 
trouble (and will stin have trouble for a long time) digesting even 
this quantum of "Jew"-as the Italians, French" and English have 
done, having a stronger digestive system-that is the clear testi
mony and language of a general instinct to which one must listen, 
in accordance with which one must act. "Admit no more new leW.! 
And especially close the doors to th6 east (also to Austria) I" thus 
commands the Instinct of a people whose type is still weak and Ja
definite, so it could easily be blurred or extinguished by a stronger 
race. The Jews, however, are beyond any doubt the strongest. 
toughest, and purest race now Hving in Europe; they know how to 
prevail even under the worst conditions (even better than under 
favorable conditions), by means of virtues that today one would 
lIKe to mark as vices-thanks above all to a resolute faith that 

tiOIl the SoofaHsb, Potes. and Catholics; and he was one of the few min of 
emInence who lave the sanction of his name to the attacks on the Jew. 
which bepa fa 1878. AI a strong advocate of colonial expansion. he was 
.. tso a bitter enemy of Oreat Britain. Ind he was to a larJe extent responsibl0 
for the and-British feeling of Germaa Chauvinism durlDS the lalt yean of 
the 19th century" (Ibid.). 

Although all of Nietzsche's references to Treitsehke are vitriolic (there 
are three Ii Bcce Homo), uninformed writers have occasionally linked 
Nietzsche and Treitsch1co as If both had been German nationalists. 
la Benebelungen. Could also be translated 'lbefoggfngs." 
... Ant/slmlt"el is marc derogatory than .dntlsemIJlsmuI. 
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need not be ashamed before "modem ideastt
; they change, when 

they change, always only as the Russian Empire makes its con
quests-being an empire that has time and is not of yesterday
namely, according to the principle. "as slowly as possible." 

A thinker who has the development of Europe on his con
science will, in all his projects for this future, take into account the 
lews as well as the Russians as the provisionally surest and most 
probable factors in the great play and fight of forces. What is called 
a "nation" in Europe today, and is really rather a tes facta than a 
res nata (and occasionally can hardly be told from a res /iCta et 
pieta) 25 is in any case something evolving, young, and easHy 
changed, not yet a race, let alone such an at,e perennlus!8 as the 
Jewish type: these "nations" really should carefully avoid every 
hotheaded rivalry and hostllityl That the Jews, if they wanted it-or 
if they were forced into it, which seems to be what the anti-Semtes 
want~ould even now have preponderance, indeed quite literally 
mastety over Europe, that is certain; that they are not working and 
planning for that is equally certain. 

Meanwhile they want and wish rather~ even with some impor
tunity, to be absorbed and a.ssimilated by Europe; they long to be 
med, pennittedt respected somewhere at long last, putting an end 
to the nomads' life, to the ··Wandering lew"; and this bent and im
pulse (which may even express an attenuation of the Jewish in
stincts) should be noted well and accommodated: to that end it 
might be useful and fair to expel the anti .. Semitic screamers from 
the country.27 Accommodated with aU caution, with selection; ap-

til Something made; something born; something fictitious and unreal. 
28 More enduring than bronze: quotation from Horace', Odll, III. 30.1 .. 
:IT None of this prevented Richard Oehler from quoting a passage from this 
section. out of context, in onc of the first Nazi books on Nietzsche. after 
saying: 'To wish to give proof regarding Nietzsche's thoughts in order to 
establish that they agree with the race views and strivings of the National 
Socialist movement would be carrying coals to Newcastle" (Fritdrich Nittz
IChe und die delltsche Zuklln/t, Leipzig [Friedrich Nietzscbe and the German 
future]. 1935, p. 86). Oehler knew better: be bad been one of tho editors 
of the coneeted works and bad even then compiled elaborate indices for two 
editlons-one of these indices comprised two and a half large volumes-and 
later he compiled a third one for yet another edition. But tho Nazis· occa-
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proximately as the English nobility does. It is obvious that the 
stronger and already more clearly defined types of the new Ger
manism can enter into relations with them with the least hesitation; 
for example, officers of the nobility from the March Branden
burg::!' it would 1>£ interesting in many ways to see whether the 
hereditary art of commanding and obeying-in both of these, the 
land just named is classical today-could not be enriched with29 the 
genius of money and patience (and above all a little spirituality, 
which is utterly lacking among these officers). But here it is proper 
to break off my cheerful Germanomania and holiday oratory; for I 
am beginning to touch on what is serious for me, the "European 
problem" as I understand it, the cultivation of a new caste that....will 
rule Europe. 

252 

They are no philosophical race, these Englishmen: Baeon sig
nifies an Qttack on the philosophical spirit; Hobbes, Hume, and 
Locke a debasement and lowering of the value of the concept of 
"philosophy" for more thllJl a century. It was against Hume that 
Kant arose, and rose; it was Locke of whom Schelling said, under
standably. "je mlprlse Locke"j30 in their fight against the English
mechanistic doltification of the world, Hegel and Schopenhauer 
were of one mind (with Goetbe)-these two hostile brother gen .. 
iuses in philosophy who strove apart toward opposite poles of the 
Genoan spirit and in the process wronged each other as only broth
ers wrong each other.81 

sionat use and perversion of Nietzsche was completely devoid of the most 
elementary scruples. For other examples see Kaufmannts Nietzsche. Chap
ter 10. 
JIThe region around Berlin. In 1701 the Elector of 'Brandenbur~ was 
crowned the first King of Prussia, and in 1871 the kings of Prussia. his 
descendants, became Oerman Emperors. 
Jt Hlnz"'"n. hllJzuzllchten. 
80 "I despise Locke." 
11 In fact, Hegel. who was then very famous and influentia1. never wronged 
SchoFenhauer, who was young, unknown, and deliberately provocativei but 
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What was tacking in England, and always has been lacking 
there. was known wel1 enough to that semi .. actor and rhetorician, 
the insipid muddlehead Carlyle, who tried to conceal behind pas
sionate grimaces what he knew of himself-namely, what was 
lacking in Carlyle: real power of spirituality, real profundity of 
spiritual perception; in brief, philosophy. 

It is characteristic of such an unphilosophical race that it 
clings firmly to Christianity: they need its discipline to become 
"moralized" and somewhat humanized. The English, being gloom
ier, more sensual, stronger in win. and more brutal than the Ger .. 
mans, are precisely for that reason more vulgar, also more pi .. 
ous than the Germans: they stand more in need of Christianity. 
For more sensitive nostrils even this English Christianity still has a 
typieally English odor of spleen and alcoholie dissipation against 
which it is needed for good reasons as a remedy-the subtler poi
son against the coarser: a subtler poisoning is indeed for clumsy 
peoples some progress; a step toward spiritualization. English 
clumsiness and peasant seriousness is stm disguised most tolerably 
-or rather elucidated and reinterpreted-by the language of Chris
tian gestures and by prayers and singing of psalms. And for those 
brutes of sots and rakes who formerly leamed how to grunt moratIy 
under the sway of Methodism and more recently again as a i'Sal· 
vation Army:' a penitential spasm may really be the relatively 
higbest achievement of "humanity" to which they can be raised: 
that much may be eonceded in aU fairness. But what is offensive 
even in the most humane :Englishman is his lack of music, speaking 
metaphorically (but not only metaphorically): in the movements 
of his sout and body he has no rhythm and dance. indeed not even 
the desire for rhythm and dance, for "music." Listen to him speak; 
watch ~e most beautiful Bnglishwomen 'Walk-there are no more 
beautiful doves and swans in any country in the world-finally lis
ten to them sing! But I am asking too much-

Schopcnbauer altacked Hegel after his death In the strongest terms. In print. 
See Walter KaUfmann. Hegel (Garden Cit)'. N.Y., Doubleday, 196.5); section 
54. It is remarkable how completelY. Nietzsche emancipated himself from 
Schopenhauer'l view of Hegel. colISlderm.s Nietzsche's early enthusiasm for 
Schopenhauer. 
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253 

There are truths that are recognized best by mediocre minds 
because they are most congenial to them; there are truths that 
have charm and seductive powers only for mediocre spirits: we 
come up against this perhaps disagreeable proposition just nowJ
since the spirit of respectable but mediocre Englishmen-I name 
Darwin, John Stuart Mill, and Herbert Spencer-is beginning to 
predominate in the middle regions of European taste. Indeed, who 
would doubt that it is useful that such spirits should rule at times? 
It would be a mistake to suppose that the spirits of a high type tbat 
soar on the~ own paths would be particularly skillful at determin
ing and collecting many small and common facts and then drawing 
conclusions from them: on the contrary, being exceptions, they are 
from, the start at a disadvantage when it comes to the "rule." Fi ... 
naUy, they have more to do than merely to gain knowledge
namely, to be something new, to signify something new, to repre
sent new values. Perhaps the chasm between know and can is 
greater, also uncannier. than people suppose: those who can do 
things in the grand style, the creati:ve. may pOssibly have to be lack
ing in knowledge-while. on the other hand, for scientific discov
eties of the type of Darwin's a certain narrowness, aridity, and in .. 
dustrious diligence, something English in short, may not be a bad 
disposition. 

Finally, we should not forget that the English with their pro
found normality have once before caused an over-all depression of 
the European spirit: what people call "modem ideas" or "the ideas 
of the eighteenth century" or also uFrench ideastt-that, In other 
words, against which the German spirit has risen with a profound 
disgust-was of English origin; there is no doubt of that. The 
French have merely been apes and mimes of these ideas; also their 
best soldiers; unfortunately, their first and most thoroughgoing vic
tims as well: for over this damnable Anglomania of umodem ideas" 
the dme franfaise32 has in the end become so thin and emaciated 

32 French soul. 
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that today one recalls ber sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, her 
profound and passionate strength, and ber inventive nobility al
most with disbelief. Yet we must hang on to this proposition of his
torical fairness with our very teeth. defending it against momentary 
appearances: Buropean noblesse-of feeling, of taste, of manners, 
taking the word, in short, in every higher sense-is the work and 
invention of France; European wlgarity. the plebeianism of mod
em ideas, that of England.--1la 

254 

Even now France is still the seat of the most spiritual and so
phisticated eulturo in Europe and the foremost school of tastc-but 
one has to know how to find this "France of taste." If Those who be
long to it stay wen hidden: it may be a smaIl number in whom it 
lives-at that, perhaps human beings whose legs might be sturdier. 
some of them fatalists, somber and sick, some of them overly deli
cate and artificial, such as have the Qmbitlon to hide. One point 
they an havo in common: they pJug:.their ean agaiDst tho raging 
BtLtpidit;y and the noisy twaddle of the democratic bourgeois~ in
deed, the foreground today is taken up by a part of France that has 
become stupid and coarse: recently, at Victor Hugo's funeral,l' it 
celebrated a veritab1e orgy of bad taste and at the same time self
admiration. They have in common one other point as well: the 
good will to resist any spiritual Germanization-and a still better 
incapacity to succeed. 

Perhaps Schopenbauer is even now more at home and In-

88 Nietf.Schc'. influence on French letters since the tum of the century has 
heea second only to his Influence on German literature and thought: his 
rcputatloa In Brigtand has been negllgt"le. The British writen of the first 
rank who were Influenced greatly by him were Irish: Shaw. Yeats. and Joyce. 
"Parts of this section were latcr Included by Nietzsche. 8lightly nvlsed. in 
N/dtrchl eonl,. Wogntr, in the cbapter "Where Wagner Belongs- (Porlab', 
Nit/ZIehl, pp. 61tf.). He also used section 256 in the lame chapter of 
NietZJCh~ contra Wogntr and in the followinp one, Bnd sectlolll 26' and 2.70 
for the chapter Wfhe Psychologist Speaks Up' (pp. 677ft). 
85 Victor BuJO died May 22. 1885. 
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digenous In this France of the spirit, which is also a Prance of pes
simism, than he ever was in Germany-not to speak of Heinrich 
Heine, who has long become part'of the.very flesh and blood of the 
subtler and more demanding lyric poets of Paris, or of Hegel, 'who 
today exerts an almost tyrannical influence through Taint, who is 
the foremost historian now llving. But as for Richard Wagner: the 
more French music learns to form itself in accordance with the ac .. 
tual needs of the ame moderne.81 the more it will "WagnerizeU

-

that one can predict-and it is doing enough of that even now. 
Nevertheless, there are three things to which the French can 

still point with pride today, as their heritage and possession and an 
enduring mark of their ancient cultural superiority over Europe, in 
spite of all voluntary and involuntary Germanization and vulga
rization of their taste. Firstt the capacity for artistic passions, for 
that devotion to "form" for which the phrase l'art pour rart has 
been invented along with a thousand others: that sort of thing has 
not been lacking in France for the last three centuries and has 
made possible again and again. thanks to their reverence for the 
tasmall number," a kind of chamber music in literature for which 
one looks in vain in the rest of Europe. 

The second thing on which the French can base a superiority 
over Europe is their old, manifold. moralistic81 culture. as a result of 
which we find, on the average, even in the little romanciers of the 
newspapers a~d in chance boulevardiers de Paris a psychological 
oversensitivity and curiosity of which in Germany, for example, 
one simply has no idea (let' alone the thing itself). For this the Ger
mans lack a few centuries of moralistic work which, as mentioned, 
France did not spare herself; anyone who calls the Germans 
"naive" on that account praises them for a defect. (By way of con
trast to the German inexperience and innocence in voluptate psy
choiogica,3S which is none too distantly related to the tediousness of 

88 Modern souJ. 
31 The negative overtones of "moralistic" in current English usage are out 
of place in this context; Nietzsche is plainly thinking of the French term 
moraliste. 
38 In the delight of psychology. 



194 B8YOND GOOD AND BVIL 

German company, and as the most consummate expression of a 
typically French curiosity and inventiveness for this realm of deli
cate thrills, one may consider Henri Beyle,ao that remarkable an .. 
ticipatory and precursory human being who ran with a Napoleonic 
tempo through his Eorope, through several centuries of the Euro
pean soul, as an explorer and discoverer of this soul: it required 
two generations to catch up with him in any way, to figure out 
again a few of the riddles that tormented and enchanted him, this 
odd epicurean and qoestion mark of a man who was France's last 
great psychologist.) 

There is yet a third claim to superiority. The French character 
contains a halfway successful synthesis of the north and the south 
which allows them to comprehend many things and to do things 
which an Englishman could never understand. Their temperament, 
periodically turned toward and away from the south, in which from 
time to time Proven~al and Ligurian blood foams', over, protects 
them against the gruesome northern gray on gray and the sunless 
concept-spooking and anemia-the disease of German taste 
against whose excesses one has now prescribed for oneself, with 
considerable resolution, blood and iron,"o which means "great poli
tics" (in accordance with a dangerous healing art which teaches me 
to wait and wait but so far has not taught me any hope.) Even 
now one still encounters in France an advance understanding and 

89 The sreat French novelist (1783·1842) who is better known by his ~en 
name, Stendhal. Nietzsche's writings abound in tributes to him; e.g •• section 
39 above. 
010 Bismarck's famous phrase. On May 12. 1859. writing to ,tbe cabinet min
bter SchJeinitz from st. Petersburg. Bismarck spoke of "an infirmity of 
Prussia that sooner or later we shalt have to cure ferro e/ igni." In an eve
ning session of the budget commission of the Prussian parliament. September 
30t J862. he said: "It is not by speeches and majority reso1utions that the 
great question~ of the time are decided-that was the mistake of 1848 and 
1849-but by iron and blood." And on January 28. 1886. Bismarck said 
to the Parliament: "(t is not my fault that at that time I was misunderstood. 
It was a matter of military questions. and I said: Place as great a military 
force as possible. in other words as much b100d and iron as possible, in the 
hand of the king of Prussia, then he will be able to make the politics you 
desire; with speeches and riflemen's festivals and songs it cannot be made; 
it can be made only with blood and iron.-
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accommodation of those rarer and rarely contented human beings 
who are too comprehensive to find satisfaction in any fatherland .. 
ishness and know how to love the south in the north and the north 
in the south-the born Midlanderst the "good Europeans .. " 

It was for them that Bizet made music, this last genius to see 
a new beauty and seduction-who discovered a piece of the south 
o/music. 

255 

Against German music an kinds of precautions seem to me to 
be indicated. Suppose somebody loves the south as I love it, as a 
great school of convalescence, in the most spiritual as wen as the 
most sensuous sense, as an uncontainable abundance of sun and 
transfiguration by the sun that suffuses an existence that believes 
and glories in itself: well, such a person will learn to be somewhat 
on bis guard against German music, because in cormpting his taste 
again it also COlTUpts his health again. 

If such a southemer, not by descent but by faith, should dream 
of the future of Iqusic, he must also dream of the redemption of 
music from the north, and in his cars he must have the prelude of a 
more profound, more powertuJ, perhaps more evR and mysterious 
music, a supra-German music that does not fade away at the sight 
of the voluptuous blue sea and the brightness of the Mediterranean 
sky, nor does it tum yellow and then pale as an German music does 
-a supra .. European music that prevails even before the brown 
sunsets of the desert, a music whose soul is related to palm trees' 
and feels at home and knows how to roam among great, beautiful, 
lonely beasts of prey-

I could imagine a music whose rarest magic wcsuld consist in 
its no longer knowing anything of good and evD. only now and then 
80me sailor nostalgia, some go Ide" shadows and delicate weak
nesses would pass over it-an art that from a great distance would 
behold, lleeing toward it, the colors of a setting moral world that 
had almost become unintelligible-and that would be hospitable 
and profound enough to receive such late fugitives.-
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256 

Owing to the pathological estrangement which the insanity of 
nationality has induced, and still induces, among the peoples of 
Europe; owing also to the shortsighted and quick-handed politi
cians who are at the top today with the help of this insanity. with
out any inkling that their separatist policies can of necessity only 
be entrtacte policies; owing to all this and much else that today 
simply cannot be said, the most unequivocal portents are now be
ing overlooked, or arbitrarily and mendaciously reinterpreted
that Europe wants to become one. 

In all the more profound and comprehensive men of this cen
tury, the over-aU direction of the mysterious workings of their soul 
was to prepare the way for this new synthesis and to anticipate ex
perimentally the European of the future: only in their foregrounds 
or in weaker hours, say in old age, did they belong to the "father
landish"-they were merely taking a rest from themselves when 
tbeybecame "patriots." I am thinking of such hutnan beings as Na
poleon, Goethe, Beethoven, Stendhalt Heinrich Heine, Schopen
hauer: do not ho1d it against me when I include Richard Wagner, 
too, with them, for one should not allow oneself to be led astray 
about him by his own misunderstandings-geniuses of his type 
rarely have the right to understand themselves. Even less, to be 
sure, by the indecent noise with which peop1e in Franc~ now close 
themselves off against bim and resist him: the fact remains never
theless that the late French romanticism of the forties and Richard 
Wagner belong together most closely and intimately. In all tho 
heights and depths of their needs they are related, fundamentally 
related: it is Europe, the one Europe, whose soul surges and longs 
to get further and higher through their manifold and impetuous art 
-where? into a new light? toward a new sun? But who could ex
press precisely what all these masters of new means of language 
could not express precisely? What is certain is that the same storm 
end stress tormented them and that they sought in the same way, 
fhesolast great seekers I 

Literature dominated all of them up to their eyes and eam-
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they were the first artists steeped in world literature-and most of 
them were themselves writers, poets, mediators and mixers of the 
arts and senses (as a musician. Wagner belongs among painters; as 
a poet, among musicians; as an artist in general, among actors) j all 
of them were fanatics of expression "at any priee"-I should stress 
Delacroix, who was most closely related to Wagner-atl of theDl 
great discoverers in the realm of tho subBmo, also of tho ugly and 
gruesome, and still greater discoveren coneemlng elects, display, 
and the art of display windows-aU of them talents far beyond 
their genius-virtuosos through and through, with uncanny access 
to everything that seduces, allures, compels, overtbrows; born ene
mies of logic and straight lines, lusting after tho foreip, the exotic, 
the tremendous, the crooked, the self-contradictory; as human be
ings, Tantaluses of the will, successful plebeians who mew them
selves b? be incapab1e, both In their Dves and 'Works, of a noble 
tempo, a lento*1-take Balzac. for example-unbridled workers, 
almost self-destroyers through work; antinomians and rebels 
against custom, ambitious and insatiable without balance and en
joyment; all of them broke and collapsed bl the end before the 
Christian cross (with right and reason: for who among them would 
have been profound and original- enouatl}or a p.hilosophy of the 
Ilntichtlst?)--on the whole, an audaciously daring, magnificently 
violent type of higher human beings who soared, and tore others 
along. to the heights-it feU to them to first teach their century
and It is the century of the crowdJ-tbe concept ItJUgher mann_ 

Let the German friends of Richard Wagner ponder whether 
there is in Wagner's art anything outright German, or whether it is 
Dot just its distinction that it derives from supra-Gel'llJlm sources 
and impulses. Nor should it be underestimated to what extent Pads 
was Indispensablo for the development of his type. and at the deci
sive moment the depth of his Instincts ted him to Paris. His entire 
manner and self-apostolate could perfect Itself only when he saw 
the model of the French socialists. Perhaps it win be found after 
a subtler comparison that, to the honor of Richard Wagner's Oer-

.1 Slow tempo.. 
fa Ur'p,l1nglich. 
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man nature, hIs doings were in every respect stronger. more auda
cious, harder, and higher than anything a Frenchman of the nine
teenth century could manage-thanks to the fact that we Germans 
arc stm closer to barbarism than the French. Perhaps Wagner's 
strangest creation is inaccessible, inimitable, and beyond the feel
inp of the whole, so mature, Latin' race, not only today but for
ever! the figure of Siegfried. that very free man who may indeed be 
much too free, too hard, too cheerful. too healthy, too anti ... 
Calhollc for the taste of ancient and mellow cultured peoples. He 
may even have been a sin against romanticism, this anti-romantic 
Siegfried: weD, Wagner more than atoned for this sin in his old and 
glum days when--anticipating a taste that has since then become 
po1it1cal--he began. if not to walk. at least to preach, with his 
characteristic religious vehemence, the way to Rome. 

Lest these final words/be misunderstood, I wm enlist the assist
ance of a few vigorous rhymes which will betray to tess subtle ears, 
too, what I want-what I have againstthe "final Wagner" and his 
ParSifal music: 

-Is thiS stitt Gennari?-
Out ~~ .. ~~erman h~~~ this su~try screeching? 
a Oetmallb~t thlSself ... laceration? 
Oemulb, this priestly affectation, 
this incense-perfumed sensual preaching? 
GermBIl, this halting. plunging, ree11l1g, 
this so uncertaitt bim-bam pealing? 
this o.ulUlish ogling. Ave leavening, 
this whole falsely ecstatic heaven overheavening? 
-Is this still German?-
You still stand at the gate, perplexed? 
Thinkl What you hear is Rome-Rome's faith wIthout the text. 
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WHAT IS NOBLE I 

I Yornehm. See section 212 above, especially the last paragraph. 





201 

Part Nine 

257 

Every enhancement of the type "man" has so far been the work of 
an aristocratic society-and it will be so again and again-a so
ciety that believes in the long ladder of an order of rank and dif
ferences in value between man and man, and that needs slavery in 
some sense or other. Without that pathos of distance which grows 
out of the ingrained difference between strata-when the ruling 
caste constantly looks afat and looks down upon sUbjects and in .. 
struments and just as constantly practices obedience and com .. 
mand, keeping down and keeping at a distance-that other, more 
mysterious pathos could not have grown up either-the craving for 
an evet new widening of distances within the soul itself, the devel .. 
opment of ever higher, rarer, mote remote, further-stretching, 
more comprebensive states-in brief, simply the enhancement of 
the type "man." the continual uself-overcoming of man," to use a 
moral formula in a supra-moral sense. 

To be sure, one should not yield to humanitarian illusions 
about the origins of an aristocratic society (and thus of the pre
supposition of this enhancement of the type "man"): truth is hard .. 
Let us admit to ourselves, without trying to be considerate. how 
every higher culture on earth so far has begun. Human beings 
whose nature was still natural, barbarians in every terrible sense of 
the word~ men of prey who were still in possession of unbroken 
strength of will and lust for power, hurled themselves upon weaker, 
more civilized, more peaceful races, perhaps tra~ers or cattle rais .. 
ersJ or upon mellow old cultures whose last vitality was even then 

I Stiinde: Sta"d can mean-apart from position. state, condition--cJass. rank. 
profession. and Sliinde can mean the estates of the realm. Asked to indicate 
her Stand on a questionnaire. a German woman might write. even after 
World War II: StrassetlbaIJnsc/ra/J'lerswltwe. that is. '"widow of a streetcar 
conductor:' 
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flaring up in splendid fireworks of spirit and corruption. In the be
ginning, the noble caste was always the barbarian caste: their 
predominance did not lie mainly in physical strength but in strength 
of the soul-they were more whole human beings (which also 
meanst at every level, "more whole beasts It). 

258 

Corruption as the expression of a threatening anarchy among 
the instincts and of the fact that the foundation of the affects, which 
is called "life," has been shaken: corruption is something totally dif
ferent depending on the organism in which it appears. When, for 
example, an aristocracy, like that of France at the beginning of 
the Revolution, throws away its privileges with a sublime disgust 
and sacrifices itself to an extravagance of its own moral feelings, 
that is corruption; it was really only the last act of that centuries-old 
corruption which had led them to surrender, step by step, their 
governmental prerogatives, demoting themselves to ~ mere func
tion of the monarchy (finally even to a mere ornament and show .. 
piece). The essential characteristic of a good and healthy aris .. 
tocracy, however, is that it experiences itself not as a function 
(whether of the monarchy or the commonwealth) but as their 
meaning and highest justification-that it therefore accepts with a 
good conscience the sacrifice of untold human beings who, for its 
sake, must be reduced and lowered to incomplete human beings, to 
slaves, to instruments. Their fundamental faith simply has to be 
that society must iJot exist for society's sake but only as the founda .. 
tion and scaffolding on which a choice type of being is able to raise 
itself to its higher task and to a higher state of beingB-comparable 
to those sun~seeking vines of Java-they are called Sipo Matador 
-that so long and so often enclasp an oak trce with their tendrils 
until eventually, high above it but supported by it, they can unfold 
their crowns in the open light and display their happiness. 

8 Ci. the outlook of the heroes of the Iliad. 
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Refraining mutually from injury, violence, and exploitation 
and placing one's will on a par with that of someone else-this may 
become, in a certain rough sense, good manners among individuals 
if the appropriate conditions are present (namely, if these men 
are actually similar in strength and value standards and belong to
gether in one body). But as soon as this principle is extended. and 
possibly even accepted as the fundamental principle of society, it 
immediately proves to be what it really is-a will to the denial of 
life, a principle of disintegration and decay. 

Here we must beware of superficiality and get to the bottom 
of the matter, resisting all sentimental weakness: life itse1f is essen
'ially appropriation, injury, overpowering of what is alien and 
weaker; suppression, hardness, imposition of one'a own forms, in
corporation and at least, at its mildest, exploitation-but why 
should one always use those words in which a slanderous intent has 
been imprinted for ages? 

Hven the body within which individuals treat each other as 
equals, as suggested before-and this bappens In every healthy 
aristocracy-if it is a living and not a dying body, has to do to 
other bodies what the individuals within it refrain from doing to 
each other: it will have to be an incarnate win to power, it will 
strive to grow, spread, seize. become predominant-not from any 
morality or immorality but because it is living and because life 
simply is will to power. But there is no point on which the ordinary 
consciousness of Europeans resists instruction as on this: every
where people are now raving, even under scientific disguises, about 
coming conditions of society in which lithe exploitative aspect" will 
be removed-which sounds to me as if they promised to invent a 
way of life that would dispense with all organic functions. nExploi
tation" does not belong to a corrupt or imperfect and primitive so
ciety: it belongs to the essence of what lives, as a basic organic 
function; it is a consequence of the will to power, which is after aU 
the will of life. 
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If this should be an innovation as a theory-as a reality it is 
the primordial fact of all history: people ought to be honest with 
themselves at least that far. 

2<50 

Wandering through the many subtler and coarser moralities 
which have so far been prevalent on earth, or still are prevalent, I 
found that certain features recurred regularly together and were 
closely associated-until I finally discovered two basic types and 
one basic difference. 

There are master morality and slave morality4-1 add im
mediately that in all the higher and more mixed cultures there 
also appear attempts at mediation between these two moralities, 
and yet more often the interpenetration and mutual misunderstand
ing of both, and at times they occur directly alongside each other
even in the same human being. within a single soul. 11 The moral dis
crimination of values has originated either among a ruling group 
whose consciousness of its difference from the ruled group was 
accompanied by deligbt-or among the ruled, the slaves and de
pendents of every degree. 

In the first case, when the ruling group detennines what is 
"good," the exalted, proud states of the soul are experienced as 
conferring distinction and determining the order of rank. The noble 
human being separates from himself those in whom tbe opposite of 
such exalted, proud states finds expression: he despises them. It 
should be noted imtnediately that in this first type of morality the 
opposition of "good" and ubad" means approximately the same as 
"noble" and "contemptible." (The opposition of "good" and Itevil" 
has a different origin.) One feels contempt for the cowardly, the 

4 While the ideas developed here, and explicated at greater length a year 
later in the first part of the Genealogy oj Morals, had been expressed by 
Nietzsche in 1878 in section 4S of Human. AII-Too-Human, this is the pas .. 
sage in which his famous terms "master moralityt· and IIslave morality" are 
introduced. 
II These cl1lcial qualifications, though added immediate1y, have often been 
overlooked. "Modem'· moralities are clearly mixtures; hence their manifold 
tensions, hypocrisies, and contradictions. 
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anxious, the petty. those intent \)t1 narrow utnity; also for the sus
picious with their unfree glances, those who humble themselves, the 
doglike people who aUow themselves to be maltreated, the begging 
lIatterers, above all the liars: it is part of the fundamental faith of 
aU aristocrats that the common people lie. "We truthful onestt

-

thus the nobility of ancient Greece referred to itself. 
It is obvious that moral designations were everywhere first ap

plied to human beings and only later, derivatively, to actions. 
Therefore it is a gross mistake when historians of morality start 
from such questions as: why was the compassionate act praised? 
The noble type of man experiences itself as determining vruues; it 
does not need approval; it judges, '·what is harmful to me is harm
ful in itseIr'; it knows itself to be that which first accords honor to 
things; it is value-creatlng. Everything it knows as part of itself it 
honors: such a morality is self-glorification • .In the foreground thero 
is.Jhe feeling of fullness, of power that seeks to overftowf the happi
ness of high tension, the consciousness of wealth that would giv~ 
and bestow: the noble human being, too, helps the unfortunate, but 
not, or almost not, from pity, but prompted more by an urge be
gotten by excess of power. The noble human being honors himself 
as one who is powerful, also as one who has power over himself, 
who knows how to speak and be silent, who delights in being severe 
and hard with himself and respects aU severity and hardness. "A
hard heart Wotan put into my breast," says an old Scandinavian 
saga: a fitting poetic expression, seeing that it comes from the soul 
of a proud Viking. Such a type of man is actually proud of the fact 
that he js not made for pity, and the hero of the saga therefore adds 
as a warning: "If the heart is Dot hard in youth it will never 
harden." Noble and courageous human beings who think that way 
are furthest removed from that morality which finds the distinction 
of morality precisely in pity, or in acting for others, or in desintl
reasement,' faith in oneself, pride in oneself, a fundamental hostiHty 
and irony against ~'se]flessnesstt belong just as definitely to noble 
morality as does a slight disdain and caution regarding compas
sionate feelings and a uwarm heart:' 

It is the powerful who understand how to honor; this Is their 
art, their realm of invention. The profound reverence for age and 



206 BBYOND OOOD AND EVIL 

tradition-all law rests on this double reverence-the faith and 
prejudice in favor of ancestors and disfavor of those yet to come are 
typical of the morality ot the powerful; and when the men of 
"modem ideas," conversely, believe almost instinctively in "prog
ress" and "the future" and more and more lack respect for age, this 
in itself would sufficiently betray the ignoble origin of these "ideas." 

A morality of the ruling group. however, is most alien and em
barrassing to the present taste in the severity of its principle that 
one has duties only to one's peers; that against beings of a lower 
rank, against everything alien, one may behave as one pleases or 
"as the heart desires," and in any case "beyond good and evlln
here pity and like feelings may find their place.8 The capacity for, 
and tbeJuty of, long gratitude and long revenge-both only among 
one's peers-refinement in repaying, the sophisticated concept of 
friendship, a certain necessity for having enemies (as it were, as 
drainage ditches for the affects of envy, quarrelsomeness, exuber
anee-a.t bottom, in order to be capable of being good friends): all 
these are typical characteristics of noble morality which, as sug
gested, is not the morality of "modern ideas" and therefore is hard 
to empathize with today, also hard to dig up and uncover.1 

6 The final clause that follows the dash, omitted in the Cowan translation, is 
crucial and 9ualiftes the first part of the sentence: a noble person bas no 
dutiel to 8111maJs but treats them In accordance with his feelings, which 
means, if h8 is noble, with pity. 

The ruling masters, of course. are not always noble in this sense, and this 
is recognized by Nietzsche In Twilight oJ the Idols, in the chapter Wfhe 'Im
provers' of MaDtdnd." In which be gives strong expression to his distaste for 
Manu's laws concernin; outcaates (Pol1ob/e Nietzsche, pp. S03-OS); also in 
The Will to Power (ed. W. Kaufmann, New York. Random House, 1967). 
section 142.. Indeed, in The A.ntlcltrisl, section 57, Nietzsche contradicts out
right his formulation above: "When the exceptional human being treats the 
mediocre more tenderly than himself and his peers, this is not mere ~urtesy 
of tho heart-it is simply his duty." 

More Important: Nietzsche's obvious dillaste for slave morality and the 
fact that he makes a point of lildng master morality better does not imply 
that he endorses master morality. Cf. the text for note S above. 
'I Clearly. master morality cannot be discovered by introspection nor by the 
observation of Individuals who are "masters1

' rather than "slaves." Both 
of these misunderstandings are widespread. What is called for is rather a 
rereading of. say, tho Iliad and. to illustrate "slave morality;' the New 
Testament. 



WHAT IS NOBLa 207 

It is different with the second type of morality, slave morality. 
Suppose the violated, oppressed, suffering, unfree, who are uncer
tain of themselves and weary, moralize: what will their moral valu
ations have in common? Probably, a pessimistic suspicion about the 
whole condition of man will find expression, perhaps a condemna
tion of man along with his condition. The slave's eye is not favora
ble to the virtues of the powerful: he is skeptical and suspicious, 
subtly suspicious, of all the "good'· that is honored there-he 
would like to persuade himself that even their happiness is not 
genuine. Conversely, those qualities are brought out and flooded 
with light which serve to ease existence for those who suffer: here 
pity, the complaisant and obliging hand, the warm heart, patience, 
industry, humility, and friendliness are honored-for here these 
are the most useful qualities and almost the only means forendur
ing the pressure of existence. Slave morality is essentially a morality 
ofutUity .. 

Here is the place for the origin of that famous opposition of 
"good" and "evil": into evil one's feelings project power and dan
gerousness. a certain terribleness, subtlety, and strength that does 
not permit contempt to develop. Accordil1g to slave morality, thoso 
who are "evil" thus inspire fear; according to master morality it is 
precisely those who are "good" that inspire, and wish to inspire, 
fear, While the "bad" are felt to be contemptible. 

The opposition reaches its climax whenJ as a logical conse
quence of slave morality, a touch of disdain is associated also with 
the "good" of this morality-this may be slight and benevolent
because the good human being has to be undangerous in the slaves· 
way of thinking: he is good-natured, easy to deceive, a little stupid 
perhaps, un bonhomme.R Wherever slave morality becomes pre
ponderant, 1anguage tends to bring the words "good" and "stupid" 
closer together. 

One last fundamental difference: the longing for freeaom, 
the instinct for happiness and the subtleties of the feeling of free .. 

8 Literally "a good human being." the term is used for precisely the type 
described here. 
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dom belong f",..,t as necessarity to slave morality and morals as art
ful and enthusiastic reverence and devotion are the regular symp
tom of an aristocratic way of thinking and evaluating. 

This makes plain why love as passion-which is our Euro
pean specialty-simply must be of noble origin: as is wen known, 
its invention must be credited to the Proven~al knigbt .. poets; those 
magnificent and inventive human beings of the "gal saberJ. to 
whom Europe owes so many things and almost owes itself.-

261 

Among the things that may be 'hardest to understand for a 
Doble human being is vanity: he will be tempted to deny itt where 
another type of human being could not find it more palpable. The 
problem for him is to imagine people who seek to create a good 
opinion of themselves which they do not have of themselves-and 
thus also do Dot "deserve"-and who nevertheless end up believ
ing this good opinion themselves. This strikes him half as such bad 
taste and lack of self-respect, and half as so baroquely irrational, 
that he would like to consider vanity as exceptional, and in. most 
cases when it is spoken of he doubts it. 

He will say, for example: "I may be mistaken about my value 
and nevertheless demand that my value, exactly as I define it, 
should be acknowledged by others as well-but this is no vanity 
(but conceit o~, more frequently, what is caned 'humilitt or 
'modesty'):' Or: "For many reasons I may take pleasure in the 
good opinion of others: perhaps because I honor and love them 
and all their pleasures give me pleasure; perhaps also because their 
good opinion confirms and strengthens my faith in my own good 
opinion; perhaps because the good opinion of otherst even in cases 

8 "Gay science": in the early fourteenth century the term was used to desig
nate the art of the troubadours. codified in Leys d'amors. Nietzsche subtitled 
his own Friillliche Wil'sens"ha/t (882). "fa gaya ScitIJZ1'''' placed a quatrain 
on the title page, began the book with a fifteen-page "Prelude in German 
Rhymes." and in the second edition (1887) added. besides a Preface anel 
Book V. an "Appendix" of further verses. 
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where t do not share it, is stilt useful to me or promises to become 
so-but all that is not vanity .. ' 

The noble human being must force himself, with the aid of 
history, to recognize that, since time immemorial, in all somehow 
dependent social strata the common man was only what he was con .. 
sidered: not at all used to positing values himself, he also attached 
no other value to himself than his masters attached to him (it is 
the characteristic right of masters to create values). 

It may be understood as the consequence of an immense 
atavism that even now the ordinary man still always waits for an 
opinion about himself and then instinctively submits to that---but 
by no means only a ugood" opinion; also a bad and unfair one 
(consider, for example, the great majority of the self-estimates and 
self-underestimates that believing women accept from their father
confessors, and believing Christians quite generally from their 
church). 

In accordance with the slowly arising democratic order of 
things (and its cause, the intermarriage of masters and slaves) J 

the originally noble and rare urge to ascribe value to oneself on 
one~s own and to uthink well" of oneself will actually be encour
aged and spread more and more now; but it is always opposed by 
an older, ampler, and more deeply ingrained, propensity-and ill 
the phenomenon of "vanity" this older propensity masters the 
younger one. The vain person is delighted by every good opin
ion he hears of himself (quite apart from a11 considerations of its 
utility, and also apart from truth or falsehood), just as every bad 
opinion of him pains him: for he submits to both, he leels subjected 
to them in accordance with that oldest instinct of submission that 
breaks out in him. 

It is "the slave" in the blood of the vain person, a residue of 
the slave's craftiness-and how much "slave" is still residual in 
woman, for example!-that seeks to seduce him to good opinions 
about himself; it is also the slave who afterwards immediately pros
trates himself before these opinions as if he had not called them 
forth. 

And to say it once more: vanity is an atavism. 
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262 

A species10 comes to be, a type becomes fixed and strong, 
through the long fight with essentially constant unfavorable condi
tions. Conversely, we know from the experience of breedersll that 
species accorded superabundant nourishment and quite generally 
extra protection and care soon tend most strongly toward variations 
of the type and become rich in marvels and monstrosities (includ
ing monstrous vices). 

Now look for once at an aristocratic commonwealth-say, an 
ancient Greek polis,1!! or Venice-as an arrangement, whether vol .. 
untary or involuntary, for breeding: 13 human beings are together 
there who are dependent on themselves and want their species to 
prevail, most often because they have to prevail or run the terrible 
risk of being exterminated. Here that boon, that excess, and that 
protection which favor variations are lacking; the species needs it .. 
self as a species, as something that can prevail and make itself dur
able by virtue of its very hardness, uniformity, and simplicity of 
form, in a constant fight with its neighbors or with the oppressed 
who are rebellious or threaten rebellion. Manifold experience 
teaches them to which qualities above aU they owe the fact that, 
despite all gods and men, they are still there, that they have always 
triumphed: these qualities they call virtues, these virtues alone they 
cultivate.14 They do this with hardness, indeed they want hardness; 
every aristocratic morality is intolerant-in the education of youth, 
in their arrangements for women, in their marriage customs. in the 
relations of old and young, in their penal laws (which take into ac
count deviants only )-they consider intolerance itself a \<irtue, call
ing it "justice." 

In this way a type with few but very strong traits, a species of 

to Throughout this section Art is rendered as species. and Typlls as type. 
Elsewhere, Art is often translated as type. 
11 Zilchter. 
12 City-state. 
13 ZiichlUng. 
14 Zuclltet sle gross. 
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severe, warliket prudently taciturn men, close-mouthed and closely 
linked (and as such possessed of the subtlest feeling for the charms 
and nuances of association) t is fixed beyond the changing genera ... 
tions; the continual fight against ever constant unfavorable condi
tions is, as mentioned previously, the cause that fixes and hardens 
a type. 

EventuaHy, however, a day arrives when conditions become 
more fortunate and the tremendous tension decreases; perhaps 
there are no longer any enemies among one's neighbors, and the 
means of life, even for the enjoyment of life, are superabundant. 
At one stroke the bond and constraint of the old discipline1S are 
torn: it no longer seems necessary, a condition of existence-if it 
persisted it would only be a form of luxury, an archaizing taste. 
Variation, whether as deviation (to something higher, subtler, 
rarer) or as degeneration and monstrosity, suddenly appears on 
the scene in the greatest abundance and magnificence; the individ
ual dares to be individual and different. 

At these turning points of history we behold beside one an
other, and often mutually involved and entangled, a splendid. 
manifold, jungleHke growth and upward striving, a kind of tropical 
tempo in the competition to grow, and a tremendous ruin and self
ruination, as the savage egoisms that have turned, almost ex
ploded, against one another wrestle "for sun and light" and can no 
lc)nger derive any limit, restraint, or consideration from their previ
OUS16 morality. It was this morality itself that dammed up such enor
mous strength and bent the bow in such a threatening manner; now 
it is "outlived. It The dangerous and uncanny point has been 
reached where the greater, more manifold, more comprehensive 
life transcends and lives beyond the old morality; the "individuar' 
appears, obliged to give himself laws and to develop his own arts 
and wiles for self-preservation, self-enhancement, self-redemption. 

All sorts of new what~fors and wherewithals; no shared formu
las any longer; misunderstanding allied with disrespect; decay, cor-

& 

111 Zuclzt. 
16 Bisllerigelf: elsewhere bisher has always been rendered as "so far"': see 
Preface, note 1. 
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mption, and the highest desires gruesomely entangled; the genius 
of the race overftowing from all cornucopias of good and bad; a 
calamitous simultaneity of spring and fall, full of new charms and 
veils that characterize young, stilt unexbausted, still unwearied 
corruption. Again danger is there, the mother of morals, great dan
ger, this time transposed into the individual, into the neighbor and 
friend. into the alley, into one's own child, into one's own heart, 
into the most personal and secret recesses of wish and will: what 
may the moral philosophers emerging in this age have to preach 
now? 

These acute observers and oiterers discover that the end Is 
approaching fast, that everything around them is corrupted and 
corrupts, that nothing will stand the day after tomorrow, except one 
type of man, the incurably mediocre. Tbe mediocre alone have a 
chance of continuing their type and propagating-they are the men 
of the future, the only survivors: "Be like them! Become mediocre!" 
is now the only morality that still makes sense, that still gets a hear
ing. 

But this morality of mediocrity is bard to preach: after all. it 
may never admit what it is and what it wants. It must speak of 
measure and dignity and duty and neighbor love-it win find it 
.difficult to conceal its irony.-

263 

There is an instinct for rank which, more than anything else. 
is a sign of a high rank; there is a delight in the nuances of reverence 
that allows us to infer noble origin and habits. The refinement, 
graciousness, and height of a soul is tested dangerously when 
something of the first rank passes by without being as yet pro
tected by the shudders of authority against obtrusive efforts and in· 
eptitudes-something that goes its way unmarked, undiscovered. 
tempting, perhaps capriciously concealed and disguised, like a liv .. 
ing touchstone. Anyone to whose -task and practice it belongs to 
search out souls will employ this very art in many forms in order to 
determine the ultimate value of a soul and the unalterable, innate 
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order of rank to which it belongs: he will test it for its Instinct 0/ 
reverence. 

DiDerence engendre hafne: 1T the baseness of some people 
suddenly spurts up like dirty water when some holy vessel. some 
precious thing from a locked shrine. some book with the marks of a 
great destiny, is carried past; and on the other hand there is a reflex 
of silence, a hesitation of the eye, a cessation of all gestures that ex
press bow a soul feels the proximity of the most venerable. The 
way in which reverence for the Bible has on the whole been main
tained so far in Burope is perhaps the best bit of discipline and re
finement of manners that Burope owes to Christianity: such books 
of profundity and ultimate significance require some external 
tyranny of authority for their protection in order to gain those mil
lennia of persistence which are necessary to exhaust them and fig
ure them out. 

Much is gained once tbe feeling has finally been cultivated in 
the masses (among the shallow and in the high-speed intestines of 
every kind) that they are not to touch everything; that there are 
holy experiences before which they have to take off their shoes and 
keep away their unclean hands-this is almost their greatest ad
vance toward humanity. Conversely, perhaps there is nothing 
about s()o.Called educated people and believers in "modem ideas" 
that is as nauseous as their lack of modesty and the comfortable in
solence of their eyes and hands with which.they touch, lick, and 
finger everything; and it is possible that even among the common 
people, among the less educated, especially among peasants, one 
finds today more relative nObility of taste and tactful reverence 
than among the newspaper-reading demi .. monde of the spirit. the 
educated. 

264 

One cannot erase from the soul of a human being what his 
ancestors liked most to do and did most constantly: whether they 

17 Difference engenders hatred. 
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were, for example~ assiduous savers and appurtenances of a desk 
and cash box. modest and bourgeois in their desires, modest also in 
their virtues; or whether they lived accustomed to commanding 
from dawn to dusk, fond of rough amusements and also perhaps 
of even rougher duties and responsibilities; or wbether, finally, at 
some point they sacrificed ancient prerogatives of birth and pos
sessions in order to live entirely for their faith-their "god"-as 
men of an inexorable and delicate conscience which blushes at 
every compromise. It is simply not possible that a human being 
should not have the qualities and preferences of his parents and 
ancestors in his body, whatever appearances may suggest to the 
contrary. This is the problem of race,lS 

If one knows something about the parents, an inference about 
the <:hild is pennissible: any disgusting incontinence. any nook 
envy, a clumsy insistence that one is always tight-these three 
things together have always constituted the characteristic type of 
the plebeian-that sort of thing must as surely be transferred to the 
child as corrupted blood; and with the aid of the best education one 
will at best deceive w.ith regard to such a heredity. 

And what else is the aim of education and "culture" tOday? 
In our very popularity-minded-that is, plebeian-age, "educa
tion" and "culture" have to be essentially the art of deceiving
about one's origins, the inherited plebs in one's body and soul. An 
~ducator who today preached truthfulness above all and con .. 
stantly challenged his students, "be true! be natural! do not pre .. 
tendl"-even such a virtuous and guileless ass would learn after a 
while to reach for that furca of Horace to naturam expellere: with 
what success? uPlebsu usque recurret.19-

18 Here, as eisewhere. Nietzsche gives expression to his Lamarckian belief 
in the heredity of acquired cbaracteristics. shared by Samuel Butler and 
Bernard Shaw but anathema 10 Nazi racists and almost universally rejected 
by geneticists. His Lamarckism is not just an odd fact about Nietzsche but 
symptomatic of his conception of body and spirit: 'he ridiculed belief in 
··pure" spirit but believed just as little in any "pure" body: he claimed that 
neither could be understood without the other. For a detailed discussion see 
Kaufmann, Nietzsche. Chapter 10. 
20 Horace's Epistles, I.I0t 24: "Try with a pitchfork. to drive out nature, she 
always returns." 
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265 

At the risk ot displeasing innocent ears I propose: egoism be
longs to the nature of a noble soul-I mean that unshakable faith 
that to a being such as "we are" other beings must be subordinate 
by nature and have to saerifice themse1ves. The noble soul- accepts 
this fact of its egoism without any question mark. also without any 
feeling that it might contain hardness, 'constraint. or caprice. rather 
as something that may be founded in the primordial law ot things: 
if it sought a name for this fact it would say, "jt is justice itself;' 
Perhaps it admits under certain circumstances that at first make it 
hesitate that there are some who have rights equal to its own; as 
soon as this matter of rank is settled it moves among these equals 
with their equal privileges, showing the same sureness of modesty 
and delieate reverence that characterize its relations with itself-in 
accordance with an innate heavenly mechanism understood by aU 
stars. It is merely another aspect of its egoism, this refinement and 
self-limitation in its relations with its equa1s-every star is such 
an egoist-it honon itself in them and in the rights it cedes to 
them; it does not doubt that the exchange of honors and rights is of 
the nature of all social relations and thus also belongs to the natu
ral condition of things. 

The noble soul gives as it takes, from that passionate and ir
ritable instinct of repayment that lies in its depth. The concept 
Ugrace" 20 has no meaning or good odor inler pares; 21 there may be 
a subUme way of letting presents from above happen to one, as it 
were, and to drink them up thirstily like drops-but for this art and 
gesture the noble soul bas no aptitude. Its egoism hinders it: ,quite 
generally it does not like to look "upU-but either ahead, horizon
tally and slowly. or down: it knows ilselj to be at a /leight. 

266 

-Truly high respect one can have only for those who do Dot 
seek themselves.If-Goethe to Rat Schlosser. 

~"Gnade.') 

21 Among equals. 
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267 

The Chinese have a proverb tbat mothers even teach chil
dren: siao~sin-Hmake your heart slnal/tt' This is the characteristic 
fundamental propensity in late civilizations: I do not doubt that an 
ancient Greek would recognize in us Europeans of today, too, 
such self~diminution; this alone would suffice for us to "offend his 
taste.tI

-

268 

What, in the end, is common? 22 

Words are acoustical signs for concepts; concepts; however, 
are more or less definite image signs for often recurring and asso
ciated sensations, for groups of sensations. To understand one an .. 
other, it is not enough that one use the same words; one also has to 
use the same words for the same species of inner experiences; in the 
end one has to have one's experience in common. 

Therefore the numan beings of one people understand one 
another better than those belonging to different peoples even if 
they employ the same language; or rather when human beings 
have long lived together under similar conditions (of climate, soll, 
danger, needs, and work), what results2:i from this is people who 
''understand 24 one another" -a people. In all souls an equal num
ber-of often recurring experiences has come to be predominant over 
experiences that come more rarely: on the basis of the fonner one 
understands the other, quickly and ever more quickly-the history 
of language is the history of a process of abbreviation-and on the 
basis of such quick understanding one associates, ever more 
closely. 

The greater the danger is, the greater is the need to reach 
agreement quickly and easily about what must be done; not mis .. 

22 Die Gemeillheit: commonness; but it usually means VUlgarity. meanness, 
baseness. 
!!3 Entsleht. 
14 "Sich verstelrt." 
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understanding one another in times of danger is what human be
ings simply cannot do without in their relations. In every friend .. 
ship or love affair one still makes this test: nothing of that sort can 
endure once one discovers that one's partner associates different 
feelings, intentions, nuances, desires, and fears with the same 
words. (Fear of the "eternal misunderstanding"-that is the benev
olent genius which so often keeps persons of different sex from rash 
attachments to which their senses and hearts prompt them....:.this 
and not some Schopenhauerian "genius of the species" I ) 

Which group of sensations is aroused, expresses itself, and is
sues commands in a soul most quickly, is decisive for the whole or
der of rank of its values and ultimately determines its tab1e of 
goods. The values of a human being betray something of the struc
ture of his soul and where it finds its conditions of life, its true need. 

Assuming next that need has ever brought close to one another 
only such human beings as could suggest with similar signs similar 
requirements and experiences, it would follow on the whole that 
easy communicability of need-which in the last analysis means 
the experience of merely average and common experiences-must 
have been the most powerful of all powers at whose disposal man 
has been so far. The human beings who are more similar, more or
dinary, have had, and always have, an advantage; those more se
lect, subtle, strange, and difficult to understand, easily remain 
alone, succumb to accidents, being isolated, and rarely propagate. 
One must invoke tremendous counter-forces in order to cross this 
natural, all too natural progressus in simile, the continual develop .. 
ment of man toward the similar, ordinary, average, herdlike
common! 

269 

The more a psychologist-a born and inevitable psychologist 
and unriddler of souls-applies himself to the more exquisite cases 
and human beings, the greater becomes the danger that he might 
suffocate from pity.:!1i He needs hardness and cheerfulness more 

:tii Cf. Zarlllilllslra, Part IV. 
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than anyone else. For the corruption, the ruination of the higher 
men, of the souls of a stranger type, is the rule: it is terrible to have 
such a rule always before one's eyes. The manifold torture of the 
psychologist who has discovered this ruination, who discovers this 
whole inner hopelessness of the higher man, this eternal "too late" 
in every sense, first in one case and then almost always through 
the whole of history-may perhaps lead him one day to turn 
against his own lot, embittered, and to make an attempt at self
destruction-may lead to his own "corruption." 

In almost every psychologist one will perceive a telltale pref
erence for and delight in association with everyday, well-ordered 
people: this reveals that he always requires a cure. that he needs a 
kind of escape and forgetting, away from all that with which bis-in
sights, his incisions, his "craft" have burdened his conscience. He is 
characterized by fear of bis memory. He is easily silenced by the 
judgments of others; he listens with an immobile face as they 
venerate, admire, love, and transfigure where he has seen--or he 
even conceals his silence by expressly agreeing with some fore
ground opinion. Perhaps the paradox of his situation is so grue
some that precisely where he has learned the greatest pity coupled 
with the greatest contempt, the crowd, the educated, the enthusiasts 
learn the greatest veneration-the veneration for "great men" and 
prodigies for whose sake one blesses and honors the fatherland, 
the earth, the dignity of humanity, and oneself, and to whom one 
refers the young, toward whom one educates them-

And who knows whether what happened in all great cases so 
far was not always the same: that the crowd adored a god-and 
that the "god" was merely a poor sacrificia1 animal. Success has al
ways been the greatest liar-and the '''work'' itself is a success; the 
great statesman, the conqueror, the discoverer is disguised by his 
creations, often beyond recognition; the "work," whether of the 
artist or the philosopher, invents the man who has created it, who 
is 'SUPP9sed to have created it; "great men," as they are venerated, 
are subsequent pieces of wretched minor fiction; in the world of his .. 
torica! values, counterfeit rules. 

Those great poets, for example-men like Byron, Musset. 
Poe. Leopardi, Kleist, Gogol (I do not dare mention greater names, 
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but I mean them) It-are and perhaps must be men of fleeting mo
ments. enthusiastic, sensual, childish, frivolous and sudden in mis
trust and trusti with souls In which they usually try to conceal 
some fracture; often taking revenge with their works for some in
ner contamination, often seeking~ith their high lights to escape 
into forgetfulness from an all-tao--faithful memory; often lost in 
the mud and almost in love with it, until they become like the will· 
o· .. the-wisps around swamps and pose as stars-the people may 
then call them idealists-often fighting against a long nausea, with 
a recuning'specter of unbelief that chills and forces them to lan
guish for gloria and to gobble their "belief in themselves" from the 
bands of intoxicated llatterers-what torture are these great artists 
and all the so-called higher men for anyone who bas once guessed 
their true nature! 27 

It is easy to understand that these men should so readily re
ceive from woman-clairvoyant in the world of suffering and, un
fortunately, also desirous far beyond her strength to help and save 
-those eruptions of boundless and most devoted pity which the 
multitude, above all the venerating multitude, does not understand 
and on which it lavishes inquisitive and selfesatisfied interpreta
tions. This pity deceives itself regularly about its powers; woman 
would like to believe that love can achieve anything-that is her 
characteristic faith. Alas, whoever knows the heart will guess how 
poor, stupid, helpless, arrogant, blundering, more apt to destroy 
than to save is even the best and profoundest love! 

It is possible that underneath the holy fable and disguise of 

:.!BThe parenthesis is not found in the first two editions of 1886 and 1891. 
but it appears in all standard editions. inc:1uding Schlecht.'s. although he 
purports to follow the original edition. When Nietzsche included this passage 
in Nietzsche colI/ra Wagner in slightly revised Corm. the remark was set off 
by dashes instead of parentheses and read. "I do not mention far greater 
names. but I mean them" (Portable Nielzsl'lre. p. 678l, The third edition of 
Beyond Good Q,rd E,"ll (1894) has "far greater names. '* 

According to the table comparing the page numbers of the differenl 
editions of Beyofld Good tmd El';r in Vol. Vll (1903) of the Grossoktav 
edition of the Werkt, the third edition of Be}'oltd was dated 1893. the 
fourth 1894, and the page numbers of both are ihe same: but the Princeton 
University Library has a copy of the Dritte ",,,page (third edition) dated 
1894. 
:It Another leitmotif of 2aratllllslra. Part IV. 
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Jesus'life there ties concealed one of the most painful cases of the 
martyrdom of knowledge about love: the martyrdom of the most 
innocent and desirous heart, never sated by any human love; de
manding love, to be loved and nothing else, with hardness .. with in
sanity, with terrible eruptions against those who denied him love; 
the story of a poor fellow. unsated and insatiable in love, who 
had to invent hell in order to send to it those who did not WOl1t to 
love him-and who finally, having gained kowledge about hu
man love, had to invent a god who is all love, all ability to love-who 
has mercy on human love because it is so utterly wretched and un
knowing. Anyone who feels that way, wbo knows this about love
seeks death. 

But why pursue such painful matters? Assuming onc does not 
haveto.-

270 

The spiritual haughtiness and nausea of every man who has 
suffered profoundly-it almost determines tbe order of ran.k how 
profoundly human beings can suffer-his shuddering certainty, 
which permeates and colors him ,through and through, that by vir .. 
tue of his suffering he knows more than the cleverest and wisest 
could possibly know, and that he knows his way and has once been 
"at borne" in many distant, terrifying worlds of which "you know 
nothing"-this spiritual and silent haughtiness of the sufferer, this 
pride of the elect of knowledge, of the Uinitiatedt'~ of the almost sa
crificed, finds all kinds of disguises necessary to protect itself 
against contact with obtrusive and pitying hands and altogether 
against everything that is not its equal in suffering. Profound suffer
ing makes noble; it separates. 

One of the most refined disguises Is Epicureanism. and a 
certain ostentatious courage of taste which takes suffering casually 
and resists everything sad and profound. There are "cheerful peo
ple" Who employ cheerfulness because they are misunderstood on 
its account-they want to be misunderstood. There are liCscientific 
men" who employ science because it creates a cheerful appearance, 
and because being scientific suggests that a buman being is super-



WHAT IS NOBLS 221 

tidal-they want to seduce others to this false inference. There afe 
free, insolent spirits who would like to conceal and deny that they 
are broken, proud, incurable hearts (the cynicism of Hamlet-the 
case of Galiani);!!H and occasionally even foolishness is the mask 
for an unblessed allMtoo--certain knowledge. 

From which it follows that it is characteristic of more re
fined humanity to respect lithe mask" and not to indulge in psy
chology and curiosity in the wrong place. 

271 

What separates two people most profoundly is a different 
sense and degree of cleanliness. What avails all decency and mu
tual usefulness and good will toward each other-in the end the 
fact remains: "They can't stand each other's smelU" 

The highest instinct of cleanliness places those possessed of it 
in the oddest and most dangerous lonesomeness, as saints: for pre
cisely this is saintliness-the highest spiritualization of this instinct. 
Whether one is privy to someone's indescribable abundance of 
pleasure in the bath, or whether one feels some ardor and thirst 
that constantly drives the soul out of the night into the morning 
and out of the dim and "dark moods" into what is bright, brilliant, 
profound, and refined-just as such a propensity distinguishes-it is 
a noble propensity-it also separates. 

The saint's pity is pity with the dirt of what is human, all too 
human. And there are degrees and heights where be experiences 
even pity itself as a pollution, as dirty-

272 

Signs of nobility: never thinking of degrading our duties into 
.duties for everybody; not wanting to delegate, to share, one's own 
responsibility; counting one's privileges and their exercise among 
one's duties. 

28 The parenthesis i~ not found in the first four editions' (see note 26 above), 
but in most subsequent editions. including Schlechtn's. 1n Nietzsche co,lIra 
Wagner we read, inStead of the parenthesis: "-the case of Hamlet:t 
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273 

A human being who strives for something great considers 
everyone he meets on his way either as a means or as a delay and 
obstacle-or as a temporary resting place. His characteristic high
grade graciousness toward hisfeUow men becomes possible only 
once he has attained his height and rules. Impatience and his con
sciousness that until then he is always condemned to comedy-for 
even war is a comedy and conceals, just as every means conceals 
the end-spoil all of his relations to others: this type of man knows 
solitude and what is most poisonous in it. 

274 

The problem of those who are waiting.-lt requires strokes of 
luck and much that is incalculable if a higher man in whom the 
solution of a problem lies dormant is to get around to action in time 
-to "eruption," one might say. In the average case it does not 
happen, and in nooks all over the earth sit men who are waiting. 
scarcely knowing in what way they are waiting, much less that they 
are waiting in vain. Occasionally the call that awakens-that acci
dent which gives the "permission" to act-comes too late, when the 
best youth and strength for action has already been used up by sit .. 
ting still; and many have found to their horror when they "leaped 
up" that their limbs had gone to sleep and their spirit had become 
too heavy. "It is too late," they said to themselves, having lost 
their faith in themselves and henceforth forever useless. 

Could it be that in the realm of the spirit "Raphael without 
hands," taking this phrase in the widest sense, is perhaps not the 
exception but the rule? 21) 

20 An allusion to an oft-quoted sentence from Lessing's Emilia Galolli, Act I, 
Scene 4: "Or do you think, my Prince, that Raphael would not have been 
the greatest artistic [literally! painterly] genius if he had been born by some 
misfortune without hands?" 

This section reminds us forcefully that Nietzsche is not proposing any 
easy bifurcation of mankind: not only are appearances misleading, as he 
points out again and again. but he considers the belief in opposite values an 
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Genius is perhaps not so rare after all-but the five hundred 
hands it I requires to tyrannize the kairosl "the right time,'· seizing 
chance by its forelock. 

275 

Anyone who does not want to see what is lofty in a man looks 
that much more keenly for what is low in him and mere foreground 
-and thus betrays himself. 

276 

In all kinds of in jury and loss the lower and coarser soul is 
better off than the nobler one: the dangers for the latter must be 
greater; the probability that it will come to grief and perish is actu
ally, jn view of the mUltiplicity of the conditions of its ,life, tre
mendous. 

In a lizard a lost finger is replaced again; not so in man. 

277 

-Bad enough! The same old story! When one has finished 
building ones· house, one suddenly realizes that in the process one 
has learned something that one reany needed to know in the worst 
way-before one began. The eternal distasteful "too'latel" 

The melancholy of everything finishedl 80_ 

278 

Wanderer, who are you? I see you walking on your way with .. 
out scorn, without love, with unfathomable eyes; moist and sad like 

inveterate prejudice (see. e.g., section 2) and insists on a scale of subtle 
shades, degrees. and nuances. 
30 This section may signal the approaching end of the book. And the imme
diately following ~ections. being less continuous than the preceding. may 
also have been plnl."ed here from a sense of "where elseT-the end being at 
hand. In a sense, to be sure, they belong in Part IX. "What Is Noble'" for 
they deal with the fe!lings of the uncommon man who lives apartj but they 
seem more personal. 
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a sounding lead that has returned to the light, unsated, from every 
depth-what did it seek down there?-with a breast that does not 
sigh, with a lip that conceals its disgust, with a hand that now 
reaches only slowly: who are you? what have you done? Rest here: 
this spot is hospitable to all-recuperate! And whoever you may 
be: what do you like now? what do you need for recreation? 
Name it: whatever I have I offer to you! 

"Recreation? Recreation? You are inquisitive! What are you 
saying! But give me, please--" 

What? What? Say it! 
"Another mask! A second mask!" 81-

279 

Men of profound sadness betray themselves wben they are 
happy: they have a way of embracing happiness as if they wanted 
to crush and suffocate it. from jealousy: alas, they know only too 
well that it will fiee. 

280 

"Too bad! What? Isn·t he going-back?" 
Yes, but you understand him badly when you complain. He is 

going back like anybody who wants to attempt a big jump.-

281 

_UWiIl people believe me? But I demand that they should 
believe me: I have always thought little and badly of myself~ only 
on very rare occasions, only when I had to, always without any de
sire for 'this subject,' more than ready to digress from 'myself'; al
ways without faith in the result, owing to an unconquerable mis
trust of the possibility of self-knowledge which went so far that even 
in the concept of 'immediate knowledge~' which theoreticians per ... 
mit themselves, I sensed a contradictio in adjecto: this whole 

81 See sections 30.40,289, and 290. 
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fact is a]most the most certain thing I do know about myself. There 
must be a kind of aversion in me to believing anything definite 
about myself. 

"Does this perhaps point to a riddle? Probably; but fortu
nately none for my own teeth. 

"Perhaps it betrays the species to which I belong? 
"But not to me-and of that I am glad." 

282 

_C'But whatever happened to you?" 
"I don't know," he said hesitantly; "perhaps the Harpies flew 

over my table." 
Nowadays it happens occasionally that a mild, moderate, reti

cent person suddenly goes into a rage, smashes dishes, upends the 
table, screams, raves, insults everybody-and eventually walks off, 
ashamed. furious with himself-where? what for? To starve by 
himself? To suffocate on his recollection? 

If a person has the desires of a high and choosy soul and 
only rarely finds his table set and his food ready, his danger will be 
great at all times; but today it is extraordinary. Thrown into a 
Doisy an4 plebeian age with which he does not care to eat out of 
the same dishes, he can easily perish of bunger and thirst or, if 
eventually he "falls to" after all-of sudden nausea. 

Probably all of us have sat at tables where we did not belong; 
and precisely the most spiritual among us, being hardest to nour
ish, know that dangerous dyspepsia which comes of a sudden in .. 
sight and disappointment about our food and OUI neighbors at the 
table-the a/ ter .. dinner nausea. 

283 

It involves subtle and at the same time noble self-control, as .. 
suming that one wants to praise at aU, if one always praises only 
where one does not agree: for in the other case one would after all 
praise oneself. which offends good taste. Still this kind of self .. 
control furnishes a neat occasion and provocation for constant 
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misunderstandings. To be in a position to afford this real luxury of 
taste and morality, one must Dot live among dolts of the spirit but 
rather among people whose misunderstandings and blunders are 
still amusing owing to their subtlety-or one will have to pay dearly 
for it! 

"He praises me: hence he thinks I am right" -this asinine in· 
ference spoils half our life for us hermits, for it leads asses to seek 
our neighborhood and friendship. 

284 

To live with tremendous and proud composure; always be
yond-. To have and not to have one's affects, one's pro and 
con, at wID; to condescend to them, for a few hours; to seat oneself 
on them as on a horse, often as on an ass-for one must know how 
to malee use of their stupidity as much as of their fire. To reserve 
one's three hundred foregrounds; also the dark glasses; for there 
are cases when nobody may look into our eyes. stllliess into our 
·'grounds." And to choose for company that impish and cheerful 
vice, courtesy. And to remain master of one's four virtues: of 
courage, insight, sympathy, and solltude.82 For soUtude is a virtue 
for us, as a sublime bent and urge for cleanliness which guesses 
how aU contact between man and man-"in society"-involves 
inevitable uncleanliness. All community makes men-somehow, 
somewhere, sometime "common." 

32 But see section 227: "Honesty. supposing that this is our virtue" •• - And 
Dawn, section SS6 (quoted in full): "The good lour.-Honest with ourselves 
and whoever else is our friend; courageous with the enemy; magllanlmoUl 
With the vanquished; courleous-always: thus the four cardinal virtues want 
us." Plato'" four cardinal virtues had been wisdom, courage, temperance. and 
justice (Republic 427ff.). In German, the four terms in the Dawn are: red
lich, tapler, gros8miiligJ ho/lich; the four above: Mul, EillSlcht, MElge/Dh', 
Einsamkeil. Mut and Tap!erkeit are synonyms and mean courage. Honesty 
and insi~ht are clearly re1ated but not synonymous, Bnd this is also true of 
magnammity and sympathy. (The literal meaning of sympathy and Mtlge/Dhl 
is the same and neither is restricted to suffering; both mean feeling with 
others what they feel.) The inclusion of sympathy among the four virtues is 
noteworthy. particularly as it occurs ill "What 1_ Noble" in B90"4 Gootl 
and Bvil. 
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285 

The greatest events and thoughts-but the greatest thougbts 
are the greatest events-are comprehended last:_ the generations 
that are contemporaneous with them do not experience such events 
-'they live right past them. What happens is a little like what hap
pens in the realm of stars. The light of the remotest stars comes last 
to men; and until it has arrived man denies that there are-:-stars 
there. "How many centuries does a spirit require to be compre
hended1"-that is a standard, too; with that, too, one creates an or
der of rank and etiquette that is still needed-for spirit and 
star.sa 

286 

"Here the vision is free, the spirit exalted." 8. 
But there is an opposite type of man that is also on a height 

and also has free vision-but looks down. 

287 

-What is noble? What does the word "noble" stilt mean to us 
today? What betrays, what allows one to recognize the noble hu .. 
man being, under this heavy, overcast sky of the beginning rule of 
the plebs that makes everything opaque and leaden? 

S9 Cf. Zaratllllstra, Part II: "the greatest events-they are not our loudest 
but our stillest hours. Not around the inventors of new noise. but around the 
inventors of new values does the world revolve; it revolves Inalldibly" e'On 
Great Events." p. 243); and "Thoughts that come on doves' feet guide the 
worldo ("The Stillest Hour:' p. 258). The implications for Nietzsche's al .. 
leged bifurcation of humanity should not be overlooked: We are in no posi
tion to tell who among our contemporaries is great. 
84 Goethe's Fallst, Jines 11989f. This aphorism mukes little sense unless one 
recognizes the quotation and knows that Doctor Marianus thus leads up to 
his apostrophe tCJ the queen of heaven.- One may wonder whether it could 
possibly be noble to insist so often that one is looking down: but at least 
Nietzsche does not purport to speak of himself. 
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It is not actions that prove him-actions are always open to 
many interpretations, always unfathomable-nor is it "works.I

' 

Among artists and scho1ars today one finds enough of those who 
betray by their works how they are impelled by a profound desire 
for what is noble; but just this need for what is noble is fundamen
tally different from the needs of the noble soul itself and actually 
the eloquent and dangerous mark of its lack. It is not the works, it 
.is the jaith that is decisive here; that determines the order of rank 
-to take up again an ancient religious formula in a new and more 
profound sense: some fundamental certainty that a noble soul has 
about itself, something that cannot be sought, nor found, nor per
haps lost. 

The noble soul has reverence for Itself.BS 

288 

There are human beings who have spirit in an inevitable way; 
they may turn and twist as they please and hold their hands over 
their giveaway eyes (as if a hand did Dot give away secrets!)-in 
the end it always will out that they have something they conceal. 
namely spirit. One of the subtlest means for keeping up the decep
tion at least as long as possible and of successfully appearing more 
stupid than one is-which in ordinary life is often as desirable as 
an umbrella-is called enthusiasm, if we include what belongs with 
it; for example, virtue. For as Galiani, who should know, says: 
vertu est enthousiasme. 

289 

In the writingsSO of a hermit one always also hears something 
of the echo of the desolate regions, something of the whispered 

SG Cf. Aristotle's Nlcomacl,eoll Ethics (l 169a): wrhe good man ought to be 
a lover of self, since he will then act nobly, and 80 both benefit himself and 
his fellows; but the bad man ought not to be a lover of self. since he will 
follow his base passions, and so injure both himself and his neighbours" 
(Rackham translation). Cf. also the tong note for section 212 above. 
RQ "Footsteps" in the Cowan translation depends on misreading Scl"ilttn 
instead of Schri/len. 



WHAT IS NOBLB 229 

tones and the furtive look of solitude; in his strongest words. even 
in his cry, there still vibrates a new and dangerous kind of silence 
-of burying something in silence. When a man bas been sitting 
alone with his soul in confidential discord and discourse, year in 
and year out, day- and night; when in his cave-it may be a laby
rinth or a gold mine-he has become a cave bear or a treasure dig
ger or a treasure guard and dragon; then even his concepts eventu
ally acquire a peculiar twiJight color, an odor just as much of depth 
as of must, something incommunicable and recalcitrant that blows 
at every passerby like a chill. 

The hermit does not believe that any philosopher-assuming 
that every philosopher was first of all a hermit-ever expressed his 
real and ultimate opinions in books: does ODe not write books pre
cisely to conceal what one harbors? 87 Indeed, he will doubt 
whether a philosopher could possibly have uultimate and realt

' 

opinions, whether behind every one of his caves there is not, must 
not be, another deeper cave-a more comprehensive, stranger, 
richer world beyond the surface, an abysmally deep ground be
hind every ground, under every attempt to furnish "grounds!' 88 

Every philosophy is a foreground philosophy-that is a hermit's 
judgment: "There is something arbitrary in his stopping here to 
look back and look around, in his not digging deeper here but laying 
his spade aside; there is also something suspicious about it." Every 
philosophy also conceals a philosophy; every opinion is also a hide
oUft every word also a mask. 

290 

Every profound thinker is more afraid of being understood 
than of being misunderstood. The latter may hurt his vanity, but 
the former his be art, his sympathy, which always says: "Alas, why 
do you want to have as hard a time as I did?" 

87 Um %11 verbergelr. utas man bel slcr, blrgt. See sections 30 and 40 above. 
as Ein Abgrulld hinter jedem GlImdt. 1II,'er jeder "Begriindllng." 
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291 

Man. a manifold, mendacious, artificial~ and opaque ani
mal, uncanny to the other animals less because of his strength than 
because of bis cunning and shrewdness, bas invented the good 
conscience to enjoy his soul for once as simple,- and the whole of 
morality is a long undismayed forgery which alone makes it at all 
possible to enjoy the sight of tbe soul. From this point of view much 
more may belong in the concept of "art" than is generally believed. 

292 

A philosopher-is a human being who constantly experiences, 
sees, hears, suspects, hopes, and dreams extraordinary things; who 
is struck by his own thoughts as from outside, as from above and 
below, as by'his type of experiences and lightning bolts; who Is per
haps himself a stonn pregnant with new lightnings; a fatal human 
being around whom there are constant rumblings and growlings, 
crevices, and uncanny doings. A philosopher-alast a being that 
often runs away from itself, often is afraid of itself-but too in ... 
quisitive not to "come toU again-always back to himself. 

293 

A man who says, "1 like this, I take this for my own and 
want to protect it and defend it against anybody"; a man who is 
able to manage something, to carry out a resolution, to remain faith
ful to a thought, to hold a woman, to punish and prostrate one who 
presumed too much; a man who has his wrath and his sword and 
to whom the weak, the suffering, the hard pressed, and the animals. 
too, like to comeS9 and belong by nature, in short a man who is by 
nature a master-when such a man has pity, well, this pity has 
value. nut what good is the pity of those who suffer. Or thoso who, 
worse, preach pity. 

88 Gem l.u/allen.·literaJly, they like to fall to him or to his lot. 
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Almost everywhere in Europe today we find a pathological 
sensitivity and receptivity to pain; also a repulsive incontinence in 
lamentation, an increase in tenderness that would use religion and 
philosophical bric-a~brac to deck itself out as something higher
there is a veritable cult of suffering. The unmanliness of what is 
baptized as "pity" in the circles of such enthusiasts is, I should 
think, what always meets the eye first. 

This newest kind of bad taste should be exorcized vigorously 
and thoroughly; and I finally wish that one might place around 
one's heart and neck the good amulet ugai saber"-"gay science," 
to mak~ it plain to the plain.40 

294 

The Olympian vice.- In despite of that philosopher who, be
ing a real Englishman, tried to bring laughter into ill r~pute among 
all thinking men-"laughing is a bad infirmity of human nature, 
which every thinking mind will strive to overcome" (Hobbes )""1_ 

40 Um es den Delltschen Zll ,·erdeutlichen. Cf. section 260', note 9. 
41 Tran~lated into English from Nietzsche's German. Though the words 
appear in quotation marks, there seem to be only five passages in which 
Hobbes discusses laughter-never in quite these words, (Two of these are 
found in the Latin works and add nothing to the quotations that follow.) 
Hobbes explained laughter by invoking the will to power. albeit without 
using that term. 

The first and longest discussion is found in Human Nature (1640). 
Chapter IX.13: "There is a passion that hath no name; but the sign of it is 
that distortion of the countenance which we call hwgluer. which is always 
joy • ••• Whatsoever it be that moveth to laughter, it must be IItU' and 
ullexpected. Men laugh often. especially such as are greedy of applause 
from every thing they do well. at their OWII actions performed never so 
little beyond their own expectations: as also at their own jests: and in this 
case it is manifest. 'hat the passion of laughter proceedeth from a sudden 
~onceplioll of some ability in himself that laugheth. Also men laugh at the 
infirmities of others, by comparison wherewith their own abilities are set off 
and illustrated. Also men laugh at Jests. the \"it whereof always consisteth 
in the elegant discol'ering and conveying to our minds some absurdit), of 
tlnother: and in this case also the passion of laughter proceedeth from the 
sudden imagination of our own odds and eminency •••• For when n jest 
is broken upon ourselves. or friends of whose dishonour we participate. we 
never taugh thereat. J may therefore conclude. that the passion of laughter 
il\ nothing else but suddell glor)' arising from some sudden l'otlC"t'pliml of 
some emilltllcy in ourselves. by comparison with the i11/irmil)' of others, or 
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I should actually risk an order of rank among philosophers de
pending on the rank of their laughter-all the way up to those ca
pable of golden . laughter. And supposing that gods. too, philoso
phize, which has been suggested to me by many an inference-I 

with our own formerly: for men laugh at the follies of themselves past ••• 
Besides. it is vain glory, and an argument of little worth, to think the in
firmity of another. sufficient matter for his triumph," 

The parallel passage in the LeviatJrml (1651). Part 1. Chapter 6. p. 21. 
which is much shorter, ends: "And it is incident most to them, that are con
scious of the fewest abilities in themselves; who are forced to keep them .. 
selves in their own favour. by observing the imperfections of other men. 
And therefore much Laughter at the defects of others is a signe of Pusillani· 
mity. For of great minds, one of the proper workes is, to help and free 
others from scorn; and compare themselves onety with the most able." 

Finally. in "The Answer of Mr. Hobbes to Sir William Davenant's 
Preface before Gondibert" (Paris. Jan. 10, 1650; reprinted in The English 
Worb of Thomas Hobbes, voL IV. 1840) Hobbes says (pp. 454f.): "Great 
persons. tbat have their minds employed on great designs, have not leisure 
enough to laugh, and are pleased with the contemplation of their own 
power and virtues. so as they need not the infirmities and vices of other men 
to recommend themselves to their own favour by comparison, as all men do 
when they laugh," 

Hobbes is evidently thinking quite literally of laughter While for 
Nietzsche laughter represents an attitude toward the world, toward life, and 
toward oneself. In The Gay Science (1882) he had written! "Laughter 
means: to rejoice at another's expense [schadenfroh seill], but with a good 
conscience" (section 200). And still earlier~ in Human. All-Too-Human 
(1878): "Descending below the animals.- When man neighs with laughter, 
be surpasses all animals by his vulgarity" (section 553). But in the second 
volume of the same work (1879) we find an aphorism (section 113): 
.4Laughing and smiJing.- The more joyous and certain his spirit becomes, 
the more man unlearns loud laughter; instead a more spiritual smite can .. 
stantly weUs up in him •.• ." And in a note of that period (Musarion edi .. 
tion, IX, 413): "Everything sudden pleases if it does no harm; hence wit • 
.. • • For a tension is thus released •.•• tt And another note (same page): 
"Caricature is the beginning of art. That something signifies. delights. That 
whatever signifies, should mock and be laughed at, delights still more. 
Laughing at something is the first sign of a higher psychic life (as in th.e 
fine arts)." 

In spite of the title The Gay Science, Nietzsche's celebration of laughter 
is encountered first and foremost in ZararJlUstra. To cite all the relevant pas
sages (Portable Nietzsche pp. 248, 272, 294. 310. 341. 342. 427) would be 
pointless, but the three most !lignificant should be mentioned. 

"Not by wrath does one kill but by laughter. Come. let us kill the spirit 
of gravity!" ("On Reading and Writing." p. 153). 

"As yet he bas not learned laughter or beauty. Gloomy this hunter re
turned from the woods of knOWledge •• , • But I do not like these tense 
souls •••• As yet his knowledge has not Jearned to smile •••• Gracefulness 
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should not doubt that they also know how to laugh the while in 
a superhuman and new way-and at the expense of all serious 
things. Gods enjoy mockery:' it seems they cannot suppress laugh
ter even durinB hoi)' rites. 

295 

The genius ot the heart. as that great conceated one pos
sesses it; the tempter god42 and born pied piper of consciences 
whose voice knows how to descend Into the netherworld of every 
soul; who does Dot say a word or cast a glance in which there is no 
consideration and ulterior enticement; whoso mastery includes tho 
knowledge of how to seem-not what he is but what is to those 
who follow him one more constraint to press ever closer to him in· 
order to fonow him ever more inwardly and thoroughly-the gen· 
ius of the heart who silences all that is loud and self-satisfied, teach
ing it to Dsteni who Smooths rough souls and lets them taste a new 
desire-to lie still as a mirror, that the deep sky may mirror itself 
in them-the genius of the heart who teaches the doltish and rash 
hand to hesitate and reach out more de1icatel~; who guesses the 
concealed and forgotten treasure, the drop of graciousness and 
sweet spirituality under dim andthiek ice, and is a divining rod for 
every grain of gold that has long lain buried in the dungeon of 
much mud and sand; the genius of the heart from whose touch 
everyone walks away richer, not having received grace and sur .. 

Is part of tho graciousness of the great-souled. ~ •• Verily. 1 have often 
laughed at the weaklings who thought themselves good because they had 
no claws'· ("On Those Who Are Sublime." pp. 228.31. one of the most inl. 
portanl chapters in Nietzsche's writings). 

·'What has 10 far been tho greatest sin here on earth? Was it not the word 
of him who said. 'Woe unto those who laugh here" a •• He did not love 
enough: elso he would also have loved us who laugh. But he hared and 
mocked us: howling Rnd gnashing of teeth he promised us. • • • Laughter 1 
havo pronounced holy; you higher men. I~Qr" to laugh!" ("On the Higher 
Man.' .ec:tions 16 and 20. pp. 405-408). 

Fot Nietzsche laughter becomes less a physical fhcnomenon than a sym
bol of joyous affirmation of life and of the refusa to bow before the spirit 
of gravity. 
~2 Ci. section 42. nOle: Yersu"lllr-Goll could also mean "god of experi
menters." 
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prised, not as bJessed and oppressed by alien goods. but richer In 
himself, newer to himself than before, broken open, blown at and 
sounded out by a thawing wind. perhaps more unsuret tenderer. 
more fragUe, more broken, but full of hopes that as yet have no 
name, full of new wUi and currentst full of new dissatisfaction 
and undertows-but what am I doing, my friends?4a 

Of whom am I speaking to you? Have I forgotten myself so 
far that I have not even told you his name? Unless you have 
guessed by yourselves who this questionable spirit and god is who 
wants to be praised in such fashion. For just as happens to every
one who from childhood has always been on his way and in for .. 
eign parts, many strange and not undangerous spirits have crossed 
my path, too, but above all he of whom I was speaking just now, 
and he again and again-namely, no Jess a one than the god 
Dionysus, that great ambiguous one and tempter god to whom I 
once offered. as you know, in all secrecy and reverence, nay first-

'C8 Some of the features of ithis' portrait bring to mind SOcrates. In tbis con .. 
nection section 212 might be reread; also the beginning of SectiOD 340 of 
Thf! Gay Sdenc~: "The dyingSocrate,.- I admire the courage and \yIsdom 
of Socrates in everything he did, said-and did not say_ This mocking and 
enamored monster and pied piper of Athens,. who made the most arrogant 
:youthstremblc and sob, was not only the wisest talker who ever lived:' he 
was just as great in his silence. • • :' 

The image of the pied piper recurs in the first sentence ot the present 
section-and the Preface to Twilight 0/ the Idols where Nietzsche calls 
himself (Ian old psychologist and pied piper" (Portable Nietzsche, p. 466). 
With the praise of Socrates' greatness "in his silence" compare Nietzsche's 
comment OD Beyond Good and Bvil in Ecce H OlnO, where he praises the 
book for "the sUbtlety of its form, of its intent. of its art of silence," all of 
which he contrasts with Zaratllustra. 

Finally, the section on the genius of tbe heart should be compared with 
the words of the Platonic Socrates, on the last page of the Theattetlls: "Sup. 
posing you should ever henceforth try to conceive afresh. Theaetetus, if you 
succeed your embryo thoughts will be the better as a consequence of tOOay's 
scrutiny: and if you remain barren, you will be gentler • • • having the 
good sense not to fancy you know what you do not know. For that. and no 
more, is all that my art can etl'ect; nor have I any of that knowledge pos· 
sessed by all the great and admirable men of our own day or of the past. 
But this midwife's art is a gift from heaven; my mother had it for women, 
and I for young men of a generoulJ spirit and for all in whom beauty dwell&" 
(F. M. Corn ford translation). 
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born-as the last, it seems to mc, who offered him a lacrificet for 1 
have found no one who understood what I was doing then,'" 

Meanwhile I have learned much, all too much, more about 
the philosophy of this god, and, as I said, from mouth to mouth
I, the last disciple and initiate of the god Dionysus-and I sup
pose I might begin Ilt long last to offer you, my friends, a few tastes 
of this philosophy, insofar as this is permitted to me? In an under
tone, as is fair. for it concerns much that is secre~ new, strange, 
odd, uncanny. 

E'Ven that Dionysus is a pbUosopber, and that gods, too, thus 
do philosophy. seems to me to be a novelty that is far from innocu
ous and might arouse suspicion precisely among philosophers. 
Among you, my friends, it will not seem so offensive, unless it 
comes too late and not at the right moment; for today, as I havo 
been told. you no longer like to believe in God and gods. Perhaps I 
shaD also have to carry frankness further in my tale than wm al
ways be pleasing to the strict habits of your ears? Certainly the 
god in question went further, very much further, in dialogues of 
this sort and was always many steps ahead of me. 

Indeed, if it were permitted to follow human custom in ac
cording to him many solemn pomp-and-virtue names, I should 
have to give abundant praise to his explorer and discoverer cour
age, his daring honesty, truthfulness, and love of wisdom. But 
luch a god has no use whatever for aU such venerable junk and 
pomp. "Keep that, tJ he would say, "for yourself and your likes and 

'" Although -.tirst-botn" Is plural in the original (Erlttllf6.), the primary 
reference is certainly to Th, Blrl/. 01 Tragedy. From the Preface aaded to 
the new edidQn of 1886 (the same year that saw the publication of Beyond 
Good lind B"i/) it is plain that by nOW Nietzsche feft that he himself bad 
not luUy understood m 1872 What he was doing. 

More Important: the Dionysus of his later worb Is nC) tonger the 
Dionysus of Tlr, Birth 01 Traged,. 1Il the early work, Dionysus .tands fot 
uncontroDed, frenzied. Intoxicated passion and Is contrasted with Apollo; in 
the later works; Dionysus Itands for controlled and creatively employed 
passion-the mature Goethe Is now called Diony.ian (Twilight, ~cti()n 49, 
Portabl, NI'tuche'lP, 553t.)-and is contrasted with "the Crucified" (end 
of Bee, Homo) an &ho extirpation of the 'passiOIll and. the denial of this 
world. 
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whoever etse has need of it! I-have no reason for covering my 
nakedness.1t 

One guesses: this type of deity and philosopher is perhaps 
lacking in shame? 

Thus be once said: "Under certain circumstances I love what 
is humann-and with this he alluded to Ariadne who was present41i 

-uman is to my mind an agreeable, courageous, inventive ani
mal that has no equal on earth; it finds its way in any Jabyrinth. I 
am well disposed towards him: I often reflect how 1 might yet ad ... 
vance him and make him stronger, more evil, and more profound 
than he is." 

c·Stronger, more evil; and more profound?" I asked startled. 
uYes," he said once more; "stronger,- more evil, and more pro
found; also more beautifulU-and at that the tempter god smiled 
with bis halcyon smile as though he had just paid an enchanting 
compliment. Here we also see: what this divinity lacks is not only a 
sense of shame-and there are also other good reasons for can ... 
jecturingthat in several respects all of the gods could learn from 
us humans. We humans are-morehumane.46-

296 

Alas, what are you after aUf my written and painted 
thoughts! It was not long ago that you were still so colorful, young, 
and malicious, full of thorns and secret spices-you made me 
sneeze and laugh-and now? You have already taken 'Off your 
nov~lty, and some of you are ready, I fear. to become truths: they 
already look so immortal, so pathetically decent, so dulll And has 
it ever been different? What things do we copy, writing and paint .. 
ing, we mandarins with Chinese brushes, we immortalizers of 
things that can be written-what afe the only things we are able 
to paint? Alas, always ,only what is on the verge of withering and 
losing its fragrancel Alas, always only storms that are passing, ex-

.1$ There is a large literature. much of it inordinately pretentious and silly. 
about Niet7Sche's conception of Ariadne. For a very brief explanation. sec 
Kaufmann's Nietzsche. Chapter I, section 11 • 
.. 0 "WI, Menschell sitld-lUtIlscJllicher • ••• N 
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llausted, and feetlngs that are autumnal and yelJowl Alas. al. 
ways only birds that grew weary of flying and Bew astray and now 
can be caught by hand-by our handl We JmmortaUzo what can
not live and fiy much longer-only weary and mellow things! And 
it is only your afternoon, you, my written and painted thoughts, for 
which alone I have colors, many colors perhaps, many motley 
caresses and fifty yellows and browns and greens and reds: but 
nobody will guess from that how you looked in your morning. you 
sudden sparks and wonders of my solitude, YOll myoId beloved
wicked thoughtsl 
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From High Mountaina 

--"»~l>--

AFTERSONG 

'tRANSLATOR'S NOTB 

MAus hohen Bergen. Nachgesang.n In the original edition this title oc:cupiet 
a right-hand page by itself. facing section 296, and the poem begins on the 
next right-hand page. The asterisks at the beginning and end of the poeK 
are found In the original edition. 

My translation, though relatively faltbful, is not entirely literal; and tbl' 
Is one reason for furnishing the original text, too-in fairness to both Butho) 
and reader. There Is another reason: fairness to the translator; for the poen: 
is not one of Nietzsche's best. (The five dots occurring four times in the 
German text do not mark an omission but are among Nietzsche's charac
teristic punctuation devices: sometimes they are used to Indicate that e 
thought breaks off or that something remains unsaid: here they plainly sug. 
sest a long pause.) 

More of Nietzsche's verse, also with tlie original and translation on fac> 
Ing pages, is included In Twenty German Poets: A Billngllal Colltction.l One 
of those poems, "'1'0 the Mistral: A Dancing Song,'· has a somewhat .imi181 
rhyme scheme but strikes me as a much better poem than "From Higt 
Mountains. tt 

I confess that I do not admire the present poem-except for one mas
Dificent line which defies translation: 

Nur wer slch wandelt. bleibt mit mir l'erwandt. 

My version does not capture the play OD words but tries to communicate 
the meaning: "One has to change to stay akin to me:· Or: '·Only those 
Who change remain retated to me." This rendering is far from perfect but il 
at teast rectifies the misreading of the line in L. A. Magnus' translation of 
the poem appended to Helen Zimmem'a version of Beynnd Goad aud £,'11. 
ilIlNone but new kith are native of my landltt 

S Edited. translated, and introduced by Walter Kaufmann (New York. Modo 
ern Library. 1963). 
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Niefzscbe had sent an earlier version:! of this poem to Heinricb von 
Stein, with the comment: "This is for you, my dear friend, to remember Sils 
Maria and in gratitude for your letter, slIch a Jetter." 3 In his reply the "dear 
friend" gave expression to his Wagner worship and asked Nietzsche to par
ticipate by letter in his weekly discussions with two friends about articles in 
the Wagner.Lexicon." The poem seems sentimental to me, but Nietzsche did 
bow loneliness as few men liave ever known it.. 

W.K. 

:I In that version the order of the second and third stanzas was reversed. 
as was that of the seventh and eighth, and the tenth and eleventh. More
over, the wording was slightly different in several places, and the' last two 
.tanzas were missing entirely. . 
a Friedrich NietZ$clres Gesammelte Brie!e (Friedrich Nietzsche's coJlecled 
letters) vol. 111 (2nd ed., Leipzig, 1905), pp. 243·45, end of November 
1884, from Nizza. Heinrich von Stein's letter is printed in ibid., pp. 240-42 • 
• lbid., pp. 245ff. 
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Aus hohen Bergen. 

NACHGESANG. 

• • • 
• • • • • • 

Oh Lebens Mittag! FeierHche Zeitl 
Oh Sommergartent 

Unruhig GlUck im Stehn und Spahn und Warten:
Der Freunde harr' ich. Tag und Nacbt bereit. 
Wo bleibt ihr Freunde? Kommt! 's ist Zeit! 's ist Zeitl 

War's nieht fiir euch, dass sich des Gletschers GraU 
Heut schmuckt mit Rosen? 

Euch sucht der Bach, sehnsUchtig drangen, stossell 
Sich Wind und Wolke hahet heut in·s Blau, 
Nach euch zu spahn aus fernster Vogel-Schau. 

1m Hochsten ward fUr euch mein Tisch gedeckt:-
Wer wohnt den Sternen 

So nahe, wer des Abgrunds grausten Fernen? 
Mein Reich-welch Reich hat weiter sich gerectt? 
Und meinen Honig-wer hat ibn geschmeckt? .. • • • • 

-Da seid ihr. Freunde!-Weh, doch lell bin's nieht. 
Zu dem ihr wolliet? 

Ihr zogert, staunt-ach, dass ihr Ueber grolltet! 
Ich-bin's nicht mehr? Vertauscht Hand, Schritt, Gesicht? 
Und was ich bin, euch Freunden-bin ich's nicht? 

Bin Andrer ward ich? Und mir seIber fremd? 
Mir selbst entsprungen? 

Bin Ringer, der zu oft sich seIbst bezwungen? 
Zu oft sich gegen eigne Kraft gestemmt, 
Durch eignen Sieg verwundet und gehemmt? 
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From High Mountains 

AFTER SONG 

• • • 
• • • • • • 

o noon 01 life! 0 time to celebratel 
o summer garden! 

Restlessly happy and expectaflt, standing., 
Watching all day and night, for/riends 1 wait: 
Where are you, friends? Come! It is time/Jt's latel 

The glaciers gray adorned itself for YOll 
Today with roses; 

The hrook seeks you, and.Jull o/longing rlss. 
The wind, the cloud, into the vaulting blue 
To look for you from dizzy bird's-eye view. 

Higher than mine no table has bee" sei: 
Who lives so near 

The stars or dread (lbysses hall as sheer? 
My realm, like none, is almost infinite, 
And my swe~t honey-who has tasted it?-

-There you are, friends!-Alas, the mnn you sought 
You do not find here? 

You hesitate, anw1.ed? Anger were kinder! 
l--clJanged so much? A different lace and gait' 
And what 1 am-/or you, friends, I ani notl 

Am 1 another? Self·estranged? From me--
Did I elude? 

A wreltler who too oft hbnself subdued? 
Slraining against his strength too frequently, 
Wounded a~d slopped by his Own Yietory? 
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Ich suchte, wo der Wind am schirfsten weht1 
Ich Jernte wohnen, 

Wo Niemand wohnt, in oden Eisbiir .. Zonen. 
Verlernte Mensch und o.ott, Fluch und Gebet? 
Ward zurn Gespenst, das fiber Oletscher 8eht? 

-lhr alten Freunde! Seht! Nun blickt ihr bleich, 
Voll Lieb' und Grausenl 

Nein, geht! ZUrnt nicht! Hier-konntet jhr nicht hausen: 
Hier zwischen fernstem Eis- und Felsenreich
Hier muss man Jager scin und gemsengleich. 

Ein Ie/dimmer Jager ward ich!-Seht. wie steil 
Gespannt mein Bogenl 

Der Stirkste war's, der solchen Zug gezogen--: 
Dpch wehe nun! Gefahrlich ist der Pfeil, 
Wie kein Pfeil.-fort von hier! Zu eurem HeiU ••••• 

Jhr wendet euch?-Oh Herz, du trugst genUBs. 
Stark blieb debt Hoffen: 

Halt neuen Freunden deine Thilren offenl 
Die alten lassl Lass die Erinnerungl 
Warst einst du jung, jetzt-bist du besser jung! 

Was je uns knilpfte. Einer Hoffnung Band,-
Wer liest die Zeichen, 

Die Liebe einst hineinschriebj noch, die bleichen? 
Dem Pergament vergleich ich's, das die Hand 
Zu fassen seheut,-ihm Gleich verbraunt, verbrannt. 

Nicht Freunde mehr. das sind-wie nenn' icht
• dochl-

Nut Freunds.Oespensted 
Das tdopft mir wohl Doch Nachts an Hel'%'und Fenster, 
Das sieht mich an und spricht: ,.wir waren's doch2"
-oh welkes Wort, das einst wie Rosen roch! 

Oh lugend.Sehnenf das sich missverstandl 
Die ich ersehnte, 

Die ich mir selbst verwandt-verwandelt wahnte. 
Dass alt sie wurden, hal sic weggebannt: 
Nur wet sich wandell, bJeibt mit mir verwandt. 

Oh Lebens Mittag! Zweite Jugendzeitl 
Oh Sommergarten! 

Unrubig GlUck im Stehn und Spahn und Warten! 
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I sought where cutting winds are at their worst? 
I learned to dwell 

Where no one lives, in bleakest polar hell, 
Unlearned mankind and god, prayer and curse' 
Became a ghost that wanders over glaciers? 

-My ancient friends! Alas! You show the shock 
Of love and fearl 

No, leave! Do not be wroth/You-can't live here
Here, among distant fields of ice and rock-
Here one must be a hunter, chamois-like • 

.A. wicked archer I've become.-The entll 
Of my bow kiss: 

Only the strongest bends his bow like Ihll. 
No arrow strikes like that which my bow sends! 
Away Jrom here-for your own good, my friends/-

1'ou leave?-My heart: no heart has borne worse hunger; 
Your hope stayed strong: 

Don', shut your gates,· new friends may come along. 
Let old ones go. Don't be a memory .. mongerl 
Once you were young-now you are even younger. 

What once tied us together, one hope's bond-
Who reads the signs 

Love once inscribed on it, the pallid lines? 
To parchment 1 compare it that the hand 
Is loath to touch-discolored, dark, and burnt. 

No longer friends-there is no word Jor those-
It ;s a wraith 

That knocks at night and tries to rouse my fait", 
J4nd looks at me and says: "Once friendship Wtll--" 

-0 wilted word, once fragrant as the rose. 

Youth's longing misconceived inconstancy. 
Those whom 1 deemed 

Changed to my kin, the friends 0/ whom I dreame4, 
Have aged and lost our old affinity: 
One has to change to stay akin to me. 

D noon of lifer Our second youthfUl statd 
o summer gardenl 

Restlessly happy and expectant, standing, 
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Der Freunde harr' ich. Tag und Nacht berelt, 
Der neuen Freundel Kommtl 's isl Zeit! '. ist Zeitl 

• • • 
DIes Lied ist IUI,-det Sehnsucht sUsser Schrel 

Erstarb im Munde: 
Ein Zaubrer that's, der Freund zur recbten Stunde, 
Der Mittags-Freund-neinl fragt ~icht. wer es sei
Um Mittag war·s, da wurde Eins zu Zwei ••••• 

Nun feiern wir, vereinten Siegs gewiss, 
Das Fest der Feste: 

Freund Zaratl.ustrn kam. der Gast der Olste!. 
Nun lacbt die Welt, der grause Vorhalig riss. 
Die Hochzelt kam fUr Licht uDd Finsteroiss • • • •• 

• • • • • • 
• • • 
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LookIng all day and night. fu! friends 1 walt: 
For new friendsl Come/Its timellfs latel 

• * * 
This song Is Dvefl-lDnglng's dulcet cry 

Died in my mouth: 
A wizard did it, friend in time of drought, 
The friend of noon-no, do not ask me who
AI noon it was that one turned into two--

Sure 0/ our victory, we celebrat, 
The least 01 feasts: 

Friend Zarathustra came, the guest of guests! 
The world now laughs. rent are the drapes of Irlght. 
The wedding is at hand of dark and light-

• • • • • • 
• • • 
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