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Andthoushaltbebroughtdown,andshaltspeakoutoftheground,and
thyspeechshalbelowouiofthedustandiyvoiceshalbe asofone

A b
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YOEY b. ' P :

i : : II |5 i e
ofiVioroni,"astheywouldbecometiresomeandpedanticiirepeatedon
everypage.MyfocusinanycasehasnotbeenonwhethertheBookof
MomonortheaccountofitgivenbyJosephSmithistrue. Rather,|
havemedtoexarnlne\/vwmeBookofMormonhasbeentakensen—

ginebehindthegrowthofthenextworidreligion. fwouldseemap-
propriateatthisiunciureinitstempestuiouscareertoatiemptan
ovenviewoiwhatthis goldenbible hasmeant,andmighiconceivaldly
yetoomeiomeanjoisvariousreaderships.
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Introduction

[Manilseem{sfosuggesthataireadyinthethirdorfourthoeniurythe
ideahadgotaround,atieastioperceptiveminds thatreligiousmove-
mentshaveeachabook thatanewreligiousmovementmusthaveanew
witeerbook.
—WitredCantwellSmith

n1842 fouryearsafterGovemor L ibumBoggsexpeledalMor-
tyrdom, Joseph Smithsentanowfamousaccountofthe new
religiousmovementhehadfoundediotheeditorofaChicagonewspa-
pa. * Indudedwasadestiptionofthegoidenplatesdeiverectohim
ofMormonin1830.

Theserecordswereengravenonplateswhichhadtheappearanceofgold.
Eachplatewassixincheswideandeightincheslongandnotquiteso
actersandboundingetherinavolume astheleavesofabookwiththree
ringsrunningthroughthewhole. Thevolumewassomethingnearsix
inchesinthickness,apartofwhichwassealed Thecharactersonthe
unsealedpartweresmall,andbeautillyengraved Thewholebookex-
i . i I




BY THE HAND OF MORMON

bothempirebuidingandmartyrdom.ButSmith'seyeisherefocused
onhepiesasconceienerariactiekemindsoneothegreat
impressionistpainterClaudeMonet'slastpaintingofhisbeloved
Camile;asshelaydeceaseduponherdeathbed hewasorawntopaint
heronefinaliime.Insteadofseeinghisteadwifehewrote hesud-
deriymrdmwfhtheaadmedarmlymsemnglfm

e’ 2 Cetanythedeceasedmayhavecooingthatintiguesus,and
aenifestonetablelsoﬂVloses aswmlnglmywerereal musthave

acommunity.Consequenty,sheadvocates ‘examiningaloftheways
inwhichindividualsandcommunities receie  thesewordsandtexts:

primafacieevidenceofblasphemy—theseandotherfunctionshave
alyobjective—observerofiviormonismhasremarkedthat thetaleof
anunsophslmatedfarmboywhofoundsomeengravedmetalplales

pre-CqumblanAmencanhlstoryappearssomcred|bletomanynon-
Momonsthattheysimplydismisstheprophetsvisionsashallucina-
tions,regardhisigoldenbible’asaworthlessdocument,andwonder
honanyinieligentpersoncouideveracoepliesiue” 5
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andsince1980,severalL DSscholarshaveworkedundertheaegisof
theFoundationforAncientResearchandMomonSiudiestoamassit-
ginfortheBookofiMiormon. Thenin1997 theChurchafficiallytook
tmlrﬂnlanderm/rgmpcxarglmg“awargth

. e hehud ko
towardsceentiicapproachestotheBookofViomon.

Meanwhie skeplicsareiorsalingthefadiescenariosofthenine-
teenmcenuy(maISmmplaglanzedaccountsbyEmanSmmor

marmxamas S)Onadﬁerertfruttv\osdwdasatarewtre-

Inthelargerrealmoafreligiousstudies,developmentshavebeen
equalb/dramanc AmdemlcsherehavetradMOrlalb/lgnoredJosem
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BookofiViormon'afreshChristianexpression thathastoooftenen-
dueckchdahnegedt D CharlesworthandKrister Stendahlhavepre-
sentedpapersthatexaminerelationsbetweentheBookofiiormonand
bothpseudepigraphicalandNew Testamenttexts.
HaroldBloomr©eferstotheprofoundandprovocativeparalielsbe-
tweenkabloalsicextsandSmithiswiingsandmorerecerntyhasde-
scribedtheBookofiViormonandits ‘doctrineofangels’asbeingof
‘eteadreyirees’ 1 InEurope thelate GermanthedlogianEmst
WilheimBenzandtheFinnHeikkiRaisanenhavearguedthatJoseph

Smihneedsiobeiakenmoresariouslyasathedogian. 2 Structuralist

vWeretfeBod@ﬂVkmnTbmp&posﬁcmhmnmﬁrmn
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foroheeader.
Thatitwasaccounteda“marvelousworkandawonder oyalwho
; i v ek BuiisLseh

Goboohesechvissiah I -
famousdefiniionposedbySamuelJohnsonwasmorepertinent Al

andtranslatoroftheBookofiViormon.FromCharlesW.Carter's
A Jorigned )
(Courtesyl DSChurchHistoricalDepartment)



ONE

“ASeerShalltheLordMyGodRaiseUp'™
TheProphetandthePlates

BereadytoreceenhatevemenwtuthGodmightrevealioyoufor the
—Rev.JohnRobinsontothePigrims,
uponembarkingforAmerica

absurd ortofindbeleversinanypretensions honeverinaredide, o
miraculous,maygatherkindredspiitshere, by calingthemfromthe
vastydeep,andtheywilcome.”...Andiftheycanmakeapedantic
ronakar . i it
H ol : .
#id iL oo
—DavidReesein1838

PaimyraNewYoark fourchurchesoccupythefourcomeratsofine
o S 9 9

v ﬁli' g |5 .Mﬁ
elytes asJosephSmihdesaibedthePalmyraaresatihetimeoftne
SecondGrestAwakening.Ironic,becausetheembarrassmentofdenomi-
it gig 4ryeerbll Srithimscti g glﬁll
questfora‘truechurch’tojoinledhimtoamomentousencounter
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vmmheavenlybelngsmmklchheleamedﬁntndwurdunPalnma—
oranywhereelse—wasthetruechurchofGod.
LikemanyseekersoftheSecondGreatAwakening theyoungSmith
N ) - confisedt

o o : i :
heavenlygudanoe SmmhadreuredtothemmdstoaskGodWhnh
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eah, © ingly neit i L I
“RevelationonChurchOrganizationandGovemment, akindofmant-
; et rsormaloundnaihevs .

JosephandLucySmithsfarm,homeofJosephSmith,Jr.,
rechiist I - ;
Courtesyl DSChurchHistoricalDepartment)

"Bveninthel830
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SotheyoungJosephSmithbidedhisimeuntithefalof1823 By
then, hevvasl?yearsold,sa’nehreeardahalﬁmevenn‘ulyearshad

b\/edpropmtardremledtﬂasphemerasdwmeroﬂhepeaceard
empirebuider Athepresentday,overonehundredmilioncopiesof
this' goldbible "havebeenprintedanddistributedthroughoutthe
word,  Sandthereigionihelpedtoioundsiandsonthethreshold ac-
codingiooneresearcher, ‘olbecomingthefrsimajoraithtoeppear
onearthsincetheProphetMichammedrodeoutofthedesert.” 10
=seerdl E.';”.EW:I:E :In lssneggs_ ﬁgs'::EE.E.:E“:::'
ofmodemAmerica’s ‘creepingnincompoopism’” 1 totheproductofan
authenticreligiousgenius,” 2 wemightdoweltobeginbylooking

fold WiththosefevwwordsspokentoJosephSmith theangeimanaged

11
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bolhlheOIdandlheNewTestarnents(moughsomewerealtered)—
versesthathaddearmilenniaisimportiorhimeandhiscontemporar-

ies. 13 TheangelepeatedVialachisominouspredicionsofapocalypse,
tobeusheredinbythecomingoftheL ord's messenger,jwhojshall
preparethewaybeforemeaferwhichitheL ordwhomyeseek shal
suddenlycome(Vial 3. 1) herectedisaish'sprophecythatartensign
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ofhispeople,andMiases prophecy(quotedbyPeter)ihat aprophet
shaltheLordyourGodraiseupuntoyouofyourbrethren ikeunto
nehmh/elweannalmngwmaisoeverh&erwm

: : S hi
buthewentontogquoteJoel'sreferencetothel ordpouringouthis
spriuporaliestrenenPeniecosiakraainhidpontyouryoung
menshalseevisons(Joe2:28). 4 Addiionaly Morontouotedmany
ecyofthe"stonecutoutofthemountainwithouthands ' (IS-H1:41;

Dan244). B

TowhatextentJosephthensawhimselfintheallusionstoMoses'
prophet Joelsyoungmen,oiMialachismessengerisdificuitiosay.
(ApparentyinspiciVioronisdariicaionmanyLatter-caySaints
persistedinseeinginMoseswordsanalusiontoJosephSmith.One
membercomplainediotheeditorofthechurchnewspaperthatamong
hisbrethren,many. . areinerrorconcemingtheprophetofivhom
Mosesspake”  %)Neitherdoweknowihethenhadintimationsofthe

whidt , S e
insettingupthekingdomofaniel” " ButMoroninadmadedearthat
aneraothistorny-changingtumoiwasnowdawning thattheendime
wesnearandhaisprivalorcesverebengunieashedihiehenided
wouldsoon'bumasstuibble."Atthecenterdfitall soontoemerge
fromobscurityintobothdefamationandrenown,wasyoungJoseph
himself. Andtheinstrumentthroughwhichthesecatadysmswouldbe
mademanifestandpropagatedwasafantasticsetofgoldenplates o
whichsubjectiheangeinowretumed.

Smihleamedthattheadual imethatitheplatesishouldbech-
tainedwasnotyetfuliiled,"although' thevisionwasopenedtomy
mindthaticouldseetheplacewheretheplatesweredeposited.He
waswamedthattheplateswerenottobeshowntoanyperson,and
thentheange! ascendediheentirelydisappeared andheroomwes
kflesthadbeerbeioreShatythereafietheangetespearedie
whichwerecomingupontheearth,”anddisappearedasbefore. Then,
yeathidimehescenenasrepeaied Onhisoocasionfheangetcaur
tionedtheboythatSatanwouidtempthimioobiaintheplates forthe:
purposeoigetingrich Thusindefatingoounterweightiothegran-
dloserolebelngmmstuponﬁeyoungSmm ﬂweangelhadwamed

13



BY THE HAND OF MORMON

HilCumorah. ThishilsideinManchester,NewYork,
threemilessouthoftheSmithfarm waswhereJosephSmith
oy . f
(Andersoncollection,1907;Courtesyl DSChurchHistoricalDepartmernt)

afewkunokedfeeumhedslanoe thehillVIamlhadsrmnhmm
thevisonihenighibefore Oningio thedisindnessolhevisionihe
hadhad, heknewbywhichsidetoapproach,andnearingthetop,he

fromaJewishrulerandwhichservedinsubsequentBookofViormon
historyashathamodelforotherweaponsandasanimportantartice
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dmbangeicreprmand Srrihsmdher LuyMaoKrewdedm
bysomedivineagencySmithwasactually hurledto thegroundwith
greavidence asweslzzahiorsteadyingtheark B
JosephSmith'sfriendandscribeOliverCowdery,whowouldmost
kelyhavehadhisnformationfromJosephhimself,confrmedSmith's
lapseanditspainfulconsequenceinanaccounthewroteforchurch
membersin1835.BythetimeofSmith'sanivalatthehil, Condery
oftherecordashockwasproduceduponhissystem,byaninvisible
powerwhichdeprivedhiminameasure ofhisnatLialstrength.” 2

Limbo

WhatfolowedSmith'sfrsivisitothehilwasinefiectanimposed
probationoffouryears. a Dunnghannierm Smithwasrequiredto

howandmmhatmannerhlsklngdomwastobeconducted|nthelast
days(ISHL54) Hsmatherfiledinafewmoredetais: Fromihis

refortlosenhon .

Hismotherrecordedthatthese' anwngrealals’irdﬂedanwer
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Americans. 2
yearsWeknowhehadbeenquicktosharehisfirstvisionwithrest-
dentsofhiscommunity. Now; however,LucyMackrecordedawarming
fromtheangelMoronithatJasephpassedontohisfamily: Fatherand
Mothertheangelofthel ordsaysthatwemustbecarefulnottopro-
daimthesethingsortomentionthemabroad.”So,otherthanhisim-
medisterelativestdoesnatappearthatSmithsharedhisexperience
wihouisders—aieasiniialy Andevenoonversaionsvihinthelam
iycirdeaboutVioroniandhisrecordendedseveralweeksatterthat
i Novembecl&23JosephieteshaherAvindediag
calyrommedicalmistreatment.LucyMackrecordedthatAlvinhad
‘maniestecbgresterzeabndaniety eboutherecordhantheresiof
thefamily. Withhimgone, ‘wecouldnotenduretohearorsayone
worduponthatsubectforthemomentthatJosephspokeottherecord
iouidmmedatelybringAvinooumings. ... ” 3
Forthenextiwoyears weheamoathingmoreofangelicministra-

theSmithfamilyhadalbeenslackers,anatherofJoseph'sbrathers,
WiliamSmith laterreminiscedaboutadailyroutinethatwasgrim,
evenbythestandardsoinneteerthroenturyfammsteaders: Netherdid
myfathersiamiyspendtheiimeoranyporionoftheitimeinde

i I S ety C

i ; I -
madeanimperativedemanduponevreyenergy,nerveormemberof
MM|WMeoonomyandlabouwvhmhsdemanthadwbe

farmerfromSouthBainbridge,NewYork believedhepassessedamap
eriijinghebcaioroibsshen " ,
whichwasjustacrossthePennsyivaniaborderalongtheSusguehanna
River.HehadcometoPalmyrawithafriend,JosephKnight,tobuy

naturaleye” % Mostikelythose'means referedioaseerstone of

“peepstone, thatSmithdiscoveredwhilediggingaweliwithone

WilardChase theyearbeforeMoronisvisit % Stowelofferedgood
wagesifJosephandhisfathenwouldiravelbacktoHammonywithhim

esessacth
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OlverCowdery'siather Wiiam (Auihor'sphotograph)

gagedin. & ArwmmsauMsaNnhrlfnaoeanorﬂandOounly
NewYaksanefannlandsthttohsdayheoocmonalmanmade

17
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MoneyholeinHarmony,Pennsyivania,whereJosephSmith
. ) ‘oorshen
(Andersoncollection,1907;Courtesyl DSChurchHistoricalDepartment)
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wasatthispontpublicandiommalheevensignedacontract Heand
hismatherwouidbathcomplaininiateryearsthatthisbriefermploy-
mentbyJosiahStowelwastherealsourcecfJoseph'sreputationasa
money-cigger.
Severalclrcumstancesnowconvergedtod\angemedlrecmnof

hadearieroonfdedbMatﬁnHamsﬂmfeargelMamhadtoU
him“hemustquitthecompanyofthemoneydiggers.” 3 Nowinthe
triaiprovokedbyBridgemanjibecamedeareveriohostiecbsenvers

EmmaHale.WhenhisfellowPalmyransretumedhomeinthewakeof

thesiverminefiasco,JasephhadstayedontoworkforbothJosiah
StowellandJosephKnight(innearbyColesvile)andtocourtEmma.
WhenlsaacHalerefusedpermissiontothecouple theywaiteduntia
SundaywhiehewasatchurchandrodetothehomeofSquire Tarbl
whomarmiedthemonJanuary18,1827 ThepairtocatedinManchester,
butEmmawrotehomethenextsummerrequestingpermissiontocome
coledsomebelongings Peteringersolwashiredivassisthemn,and
bohheandl&aacHalerecordedlfeexdnngelhamooamed\M\enJo-

enteddaughter.Althoughdifferinginsomedetails thetwoaccounts
bothhave Josephpromising togiveuphisoldhabitsofdiggingfor

moneyandlookingintostones.” % Josephwassincere,nodoubt His
money-diggingdayswerenowfirmlybehindhim.Butgoldandseer

TheGoldPlates
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- ourthisinoud W “ici
HammymkngandoaMngEmmV\ﬁththeprmseddelwerydate

andmemberofthemoney-diggingcirde, SamuelLawrence leamedof
X et I Himeshaar i i
Sowlyexpandngardecinimeates ihehadbeentesingthewaters
dipublcacoepiancecimessagenanyiarge scalelshionyvemicht
expectthevociferousresponsetotheBookofMormontohavebegun
eafierthanittid Asiis hardlyamentionismadeofheplatesy
outsdesourceshefore1 827 Notunti1829doesalocalpapermention
vinenatureandorigin'found‘throughsupematuralmeans, though
itdoesremarksuchspeculationhadexisted forsometimepest”
Ontheotherhand giventheprevalenceofgold-ciggers reasure-
morsofonemoreburiedhoard evenintheformofagoldbile were
notdisinctiveenoughtowarrantmucheattertion. Thatwascertainly
thecasewihatieastoneneighbor. ThomasTaylordidnotbelievethat
JosephwasaprophetormanmBookofMonﬂonwasscnanre—but

llinoisandOhio,inmoundsthere, theyhavediscoveredcopper
paes” ¥ SmialyMatinHarnisecodedhaiponfisheainghe
storyofhegaidplates hepresumedihat themoney-ciggershadiorob-
ablydugupanaddorasskettie,orsomethingofthekind, Itmg"lm

familyforwhomhewasthenworking, theKnights. Thesonrecorded
laterthatinNovermberof1826, Joseph‘madeknowntomyfatherand
I thethehadseenavision thatapersonagehadappearediohimand
Fatherandibelevedwhathetoldus.” 4
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ThenextvisitromtheangelcameshortlyafterJosephandEmma
retumedioPalmyrafromPennsyivania(eiherafiertherJanuarywed-
dingin1827 arfolowingtheirPennsylvaniatriptoretieveEmmals
belongngsnAugusiothetyear ) Orebusnessarandiohisiather
innearbyManchester, Josephwasunusualylateretuminghome When
heatlastamved inonecfhisnotuncommonpublicacknowledgments
ofhisownshortcomings, Josephrevesledihathehadjustexperienced
atthehandsottheangelMioroni theseverestchastisementieverhad
immylie; weldesenvethecauseohisnegiecoiriLathingshe
explained Hetherwentontoreassurehisparentsthathewashackon
course,andthat,accordingtotheangefswords, thetimelhadinow
comewhentherecordshouldbebroughtforth.” w“

YearslaterwhenJosephdatedlheoornmenoernerﬁohslabor&n

hadnndesn*ﬂepeparmJosethn@m&nmsgoodﬁendam
wpporterfrornColeswlle vvasavvareofthedayorwvhldﬂosephex

askedhismotherifshehadachestwithlockandkey.Shepanicked

whenshewasunabletoprovideone,butJosephreassuredherthathe

coulddowithout ThenwithEmmadressedinridinggear,theybor-

rowedKnightshorseandwagonandheadedforHilCumorah. %
AlthoughthehilwasonlyafewshortmiesfromtheSmithhome,

Josephandhiswifewereawayfromshortlyafiermidnightofihe22nd

chargesofundignified, unprophemkeoompom‘nent—andsugg&elsas
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i .y I s .
diggngandsheep-sacriicnginvolvedbemuseddetachmentasinelas
eamestengagement.  #")Knightrememberedthatonseeingtheyoung
manthatmomentousmoming,Josephatfirstsaidnothing. Onlyafter
breakiastdchecalKnighiasdetohreakthespel Hesethisiodion
theBedandleanedhisheadonhishandandsays, ‘Welllam

insiverbowsconnectedwitheachotherinmuchthesamewaythat
ocHashionedspedadesaremade” 9 JosgphisrohenMiamwhones
16attheiime,gaveaneveniulerdesariptionoftheinstrumentrmany
yearsaternl890! Asiverbowranoveronestoneunderthecther,
around  s¢ pvethabnesndunderthelisintheshapechoizon:
onlyseethroughoneatatimeusingsometimesoneandsometimesthe
ather. Thesestonesheconiinued; Wwereatiachediohelreasiplatetyy
mmmmmmmmeasme
andiotheedgeotthesiverbow.”
o ot veicatoaTt iri I

strument OliverConderywouldiaterafimthathehadseermithhis
owneyes(andhandiedwithhisownhands,accordingtooneversion 51
the'Holyinterpreters MartinHanmssawthermalongwiththebreast-
plateancthesordofabennthepresenceofineangewhorevealed
them. 52

TheUrimand Thummim,asJosephcametocalltheinstrument,

trementisarequitedetailed theUrimand Thummimarenotdescribed.
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Theyareinsteadintroducedasanalreadyfamiiargiven thoushalt
putinthebreastplateofjudgmentthe Urimand Thummim” (Exod.
2830) InNumbers theyarementionedinconnectionwithJoshualse-
evaionotheleadershipofisrael houghagainsomenhatcrypiically.
WW&MMHWW

AdamClarke,anoldercontemporaryofJosephSmith,discussesthe
mysteriousUrimand Thummiminhismagisterialcommentaryfirst

pubishedn1S10

Whatthesewerehas, lbelieve neveryetbeendiscovered.1. Theyare
nowheredescribed 2. ThereisnodirectiongiventtolViosesorarnyother
homvomakethern.  3Whatevertheywere theydonotappeartohavebeen
maceon s fherfrsmentionedjoccasion4 itheywerathenworkof
manatal theymusthavebeentheartidesintheancientiabemacie,
matiersusedoythe patiarchs  andnotherepariicuiaydesoribed e

causewellknown. 5

typeafinstrumentreferredtointheOld TestamentasUrimand
Thurmmimwhichbiblicalschalarscondude, wasadeviceforcasting
loistodeterminethewiloiGod.” % Inactualfacttheconsensushe

PIOICAE O:- CE0ENCOSENeaimocedire "‘HI ASANEXDANA
tionforthe[Urimand Thummim] Morelikely,hecontinues thein-
strument‘consistedofasingliegem.”AlsoconsisterntwithSmith's
desoiptionandemploymentoftheartfacarevanDarmisbelefitthe
phenomenonoiasupematurallighindoseconundionwitthelUim
andThummim],"andhisviewthat priesthoodandprophecy ’aremore
doselyconnectedtoeadwoﬂwerandtomeUnmandThumm|m than

ANWatpantJosephldenuﬁedtmnstrurnenmereoewedfrom
MoroniwiththeUrimand ThummimoftheOld Testamentisnotknown.
JosephiniiallyreferredioitbythesametermtheBookofiMormon
sl ees nepeasWWPnebsedodhedud s TheESety
adheVonigSar wasspparentiytheistousethebioicalierm,
thoughnotuntil 333, 57 Sl JosephhadbeentolcbytheangelMoroni
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mbbsqd’se!atuler‘ecirg Restcram

seamedtothinkmoreoftheglassesortheurimandthummemthenhe
doblheaeq 7 @
Josephhadnotforgottentheplates,ofcourse,butneitherhadhe
retumedhomewiththem.LucyMackwrotethathehadsecretedthem
inanoidbirchiog aboutthreemiesiomhome. Thenextday, Septerm-
ber23,hefoundworkinnearbyMacedon.Hehopedtousethemoney
eamedforachestirwhichiosecuretheplates Whiehewasaway,a
neighborapproachedtheseniorSmithwithquestionsaboutthe gold
cordingtoLuicy),andJasephKnightknowingeventhedateofartic-
pateddeivery,rumorshadapparentyspread Hamswouldiatersiate
thetthermoney-dggersJosephhedearierassociaiedmhintheSone
sheminegfiaioreisewhere)daimedhattheyhadesmuchrightio
thepiesasJosephhed astheywerencompanyiogether Theydbimed
thatJosephhadbeenatraitor,andhadappropriatediohimselfthat
\/\hlchbelongedtomem > 6l Slmllarly Da\ndV\mmerreported ‘con-
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fromhim.And SamuelLawrence,whohadsomehowleamedevenof

thehilsidewheretheplateswereburied hadbeenthreatenedbyJo-

sephiorooninuingiontrudeintothewholebusiness.
Now, adedbyaoonpraﬂweyrecruﬁedfromsodymﬂ%wvay a

maedﬂ“enegborl”ood discoveredChase,Lawrence theconjuror,
andothers,andoverheardtheirplans. Heretumedhometowamthe
family.EmmarodeofftoMacedon explalnedmalrerstoJoseph and

apparenty,theChasegangwasontohim. Threeseparateur’rmarmed
individualsambushedhimbeforehemadehiswayhome, frightened,
bruised,exhausted andsufferingadisiocatedthumb.Heaskedhis
mothertosendwordforhisfatherandtheitwohouseguests, Stowel
andKnight,toscouttheareaandmakesurehispursuersweregone.
Theyretumedwithoutseeingaryone.

Asheplaiesayornhetableveledniheinenrodandanaiing
severalofthosepresentintheroomexaminedthem.JosiahStowell
woulddaimthathewas thefirstpersonthatiookihePlatesoutof
yourlJosephisihandsthemomingyoubroughtthemin.” & Famiymem-
bersrememberedbeingalowedtohandlethem,althoughwithoutre-
movingtheirfrockcovering.Lucyisreportedtohavesaidthatshe
“heftedandhandied theplateswithoutaciualyseeingthem. & Wi
iam,theprophet'syoungerbrother;toldaninteniewerthat hehad
heftedtheplatesastheyiayonthetablewrappedinanoldfrockor
jacketinwhichJosephhadbroughtthemhome. Thathehadthumibjed
themthroughthediothandascertainedthattheywerethinsheetsof
somekindoimetal” & Kathaine,14or15atheimeolchergrandson
thatshealso maspr@ertWhenhethUtherJosephSmﬂh camein

mereseparatemetalplamandheardmeUnMeofsoundmamEy
made.” % Emmasiatertesimonywastothesameeffect
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fiend'ofJosephSmith, Sr. TheyoungJosephhadworkedforhimasa
boy,andthekindlyHarmshadevenboughthimanewstitofdothes
whenJosephwaswooingEmmaandtryingtoimpressherfather. 5 Now,
inhispresenidistress, Josephiumedichimagainsendinghismather

toreguestthathecomeatonce. lthappenedthatHarmshadbeenin
Palmyraafewdayseariierandhadistenedtothesimmeringcontro-
versyregardngJoseph'salegeddiscoveryoiagoidbble Hewespre-
paingovstheSmihsoeamthedeialdohimsafhesadwhen

Luqxarm,edonhererrard Heaswredherfmvwldsocmlsilywng

gold, andsmcetheSmrlh s“hadnotcredltenoughtobuysomuch
Iead’—letalonegold—hewasmmguedenoughtomakehlssuppon

andheurgedthatJosephandEmmamovetoHarmonytobewithher
famly, ™ evensupplingthemwithas$B0gjtiopayofidettsandcover
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JosephandEmmaSmithhome, Harmony, Pennsyivania.
n . .
theplacewhereJosephtransiatedmuchofBookofViormonfrom
Decemberof1827tnJunecf1829,(AndersonColection, 1907,
Courtesyl DSChurchHistoricalDepartment)

IsaacHaIemayhavebeenhappytoseehlsdaughteragaJn buthe
camnohavebeerhappyideamihereasonsotherighiomPalmyra,
OnWeprevmssummer Josephhadpomsedlwac“togweuphs

apparentcompromise, Josepmvasreduoedwhdmglheplalmmhe
woods andrnovedlntoasmaIIMJseonlheHalepropeny

tohaveheUnmand'ITunmm mn1erpreterstrueemugh butin-

27



28

BY THE HAND OF MORMON

MartnHaris(1783-1875).
Anearlysupporterof
JosephSmithandthefinancl
backeroftheBookofMormon's
threeninessesnhatestiedthet
“anangelofGodcamedownfrom
heaven”andshowedhimthegold
plates.(Courtesyl DSChurch
HistoricalDepartment)

alvhedi revel N I
weretobeusedorhowtheactualprocessoftranslationwouldcome
aboutinFebuanyof1828 slewmonthsafiertheSmihshadsetiedn,

MarunHamsarrNedlnHarmonytopursueaneamerplantohave

, o i vihenT " n
SmithrecordedthatHamswentatthebehestofthel ord who'had
srmmh|mthathemustgotoNeNchkOlvahsome0ﬁrecarajers
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AnthontoldHowethat 'asimple-heartedfammer calledonhimwitha

paperonwhichwere"alkindsofcrookedcharactersdispasedinoo-

umns.”Heimmediatelyperceiveditwastrickorhoax,andwamed
. gy Heridkedoan Fohok

29
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ODApnI 1828ardoornn‘enoed\mﬂngfa’[hm]\MIIe[he]translaned
fromtheplaies”
Intheweeksbeforethenewarrangement, Emmahadbeendoingthe

Emmatoldanintervieweryearslaterthat \whenmyhusbandwas
transiaingtheBookoViomonwioiespartoiitashediciaiedeach
sentence, wordforword,andwhenhecametopropernameshecould
notpronounceariongwordshespeledihemoat.. Whenhestopped
foranypurposeatanytimehewould whenhecommencedagain,be-
ginwhereheletoffwithoutanyhesitation.” & Simiarly, Father”
Whitmer‘whowaspresentveryfrequentlyduringthewritingofthis
manuscriptafimmsthatJosephSmithhadnobookormanuscripthe-
forehimfromwhichhecouldhavereadasisassertedbysomethathe
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BookofMlormon. (Courtesyl DSChurchHistoricalDepartment)

did he(\Whimenhavingeveryopportuinitytoknow.” % A
whocodevestrepiyoledcEinaimedhahe woenih

compoasitoratE.B.Grandin’ sshop\meremebookwasmnted de-
sobedthefrst?4pagesofimanusaiptdelveredy Joseph'sbrather

Hyrumas ‘doselywitenandegile butnatapunciuationmerkirom
beginningtoend.” 8 MitonBackman, StanLarson andRoyaISkousen

31
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travenebaththetesimonyofeyewinessesandextualhintsthatJo-
sephwasdictatingextemporaneously.(Forexample,asRoyalSkousen
hasshown Josephisthematicdvisionsofisaiahareinconsistentwih
thekKJVichaptergroupings.Also,Condery'sspelingsinthesesedions
mlmclfespelllngheusedlnolfapomonsoﬁheBookoﬂ\Aomm

2 But
atsomepointinthetwomonthsHanswroteforhim, frommid-April

tomick-June, Smithapparentytooktousingaseerstoneinterchange-
abywihihenierpretersSeveralMnesses ad  desabethesearstone
andnsemployrnent'l‘hestonevvaseggshaped butﬂalter anddark

haveusedaconcealedbookormanuscriptintheprocess, Emmain-

sstedthat hehadanythingofihekindhecouidhathaveconcealed
tfromme.” 94)Hamshadhlsownrewrrentdoubtsaboutthewhole

% Hpr

9 Later,

[hisimind (DoctrineandCovenants9:7-8).Sodearlysomethingmore
thanvisuialobservationwasinvolved Josephhimselivasreluciantto
saymuchabouttheadiuaiorocessofransiation.Inresponsetoeques-
tionfromhisownbrotherHyrum,JosephsaidinanOctober1831con-
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ferenceoihechurch thatiesnoinendedioeihenardalihe
particularsofthecomingforthoftheBookofiViormon;andalsosaid

explcxmergood-namredandgulllblehusband VVhen backfromNew
YokMarinnormedherhewasthroninghissupporiinioheproed,
shejoumeyedbacktoHammonywithhim.Oncethere,shedemandeda
viewottheplates,andwhenrefused sheransackedthehomeofJoseph
andEmmatryingtofindthem.Humiliatedandthwartedinallheref-
forts,shebegantospreadrumor—sofJoseph'sfraudulentdesignsand
retumedioPalmyrawhereshetheatricallydispersedherinensand
fumitureamongneighbors,ostensiblytokeepthemsafefromJaseph
anchisiamiy. 8
Martinwascaughtbetweenloyaltytohiswifeandhisfimoonvic-
tocomeforth.Attempiingtiomediatebetweenthetwo heaskedJoseph
ifhecouldshow_ucythedictatedmanuscriptioalayhersuspicons
andwinhersupport. Josephprayedforpermissionbutwasrefused.
sdlomlagalnenqueddtrewdandperrnsscxwasgraned

himichavethewiingsonoerainoondiions,” 10 Josephrecoded These
condiionswerethatHarmsshowthemonlytohiswifeandfourother
familymembers.

Martinboundhimselfoysolermnoathtothese conditions thenset

outhappiyforhishomewiththeonlycopyofthemanuscriptonJune

14 Thenextday, Emmagavebirthioaboyinaharoningdeiverythat
kfhemeardeath. Thelbalydiedsomehoursiater.Josephwaitedanx-
iouslyforHarmiswhilehenursedEmmaslowmybacktohealth. Two
weeksater Hanmshadstinoretumed andawomied Josephsetout
forPalmyraafterhim.Hanishadnotretumedforthesimplereason
thathehadlostthemanuscriptandfearandshamehadkepthimfrom
thathehadbrokenhiscovenant Hehadshownthemanuscripttoall
andsundrywhohadinquired,andonthemormingofJoseph'sanival,

hefoundthebureavinwhichhekeptitvasempty. Josephandhisfam-

33
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pearedapemmanent fragicendiohisworkandcaling acatastrophe
forwhichheassumedifullblame,ashismotherremembered:Oh,my
shalidolhavesinned lisiwhoempedthewrathalGodbyasking
himforthatwhichlhadnorightinask."Sherecalled,'Oursobsand

havecaughtyown’fne\mdsvmmyouha;vepreterdedtomr\slate
(D&C10813)Ohersheievedhat. Licybumedetheralopariolne
rnanLSC'ﬂpt. 102

Thedayaftertheteniblenews, JosephretumedtoHarmony,not
knowingifhewouldevertransiateagain.Pleadingwiththel ordfor
forgiveness, Josephwasvistedbyanangelwhoreguiredthathe'suk
fetheconsequencesohisndsaeionand. . gvebeddheUimand
Thummimintohis. . .hands™—butwithapromisethathewouldre-
ceivethemagain. 108

Ashorwhielater, Josephvwote hereceivedthemback butonly
longenoughtoobiaintroughtheimeansarevelationJronicalythe
communicaionhereceivedwhichbecametheeariestrevelationaci-
alywitendownbytheprophetwesastingingindicdmentofhisown
falingsasaprophet {AJthoughamanmayhavemanyrevelations,
andhavepowertodomanymightyworks,yetiheboastsinhisown
strength andsetsatnaughthecounselsoiGod andfdlonsafierthe
dicatesohisownwilandcameldesies hemustalandinourthe
vengeanceofajustGoduponhim....Andbehold, howoftyouhave
transgressedihecommandmentsofGod... (D&C3:4,6) Heweasalso
Oeprivedofhesacredorades.

Afewmonthslater,onSeptember22,1828 theplatesandtheUrim
and Thummimweregiventohimagain. 104 Emma, however,recorded
thatJosephmadeuseoftheUrimand Thummim,meaningtheinterpret-
erspriyiothel 16pegesoliheHamsmanusoipt Afethaheuseda
smalistone,notexadtyblack butwasratheradarkoolor.” 1% David
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riaofrecentmonths,asheandHanishadgrownintotherhythmof
prodwngsa/elalpagmxed@mrgngtolgmnermm

ardpemmormammarslanawkkereoadedwrﬂy“ldd
nothowever,goimmedatelytotransiating butwentiolaboringwith
myhandsuponasmallfarmwhichlhadpurchasedofmywife’sfa-
ther” 1% SoexceptforafewsporadiceffortswithhiswieEmmare-
pisnghereassaioe, 1% Josephepenthaolbndiinirsiugging
tosupparthisfamily. TheunsympatheticHalefarmiyofferednoassis-
tance,andJosephwasreducediobeggingprovisionsfromhishard-
pressedfriendJosephKnightwhogavehim‘“‘somefewthingsoutof

/ ” 110

Icommandthee,andlwillprovidemeanswherebythoumayestac-
complishthethingwhichlhavecommandedthee”(D&C5:34).Help
camesoonthereafierintheiormofayoungschootieacherbythename
ofOliverCondery.

Conderythen22 hadbeenboardingwiththeSmithfamiywhiehe
taughtatthedistricischooinPalmyra Hehadheardthestoryofhe
goldenbiblefromanotherPalmyraresident, DavidwWhitmer,andnow
hadplentyofopporiunitytoheartheparticularsromLucyMackand
JosephSr) BytheumeJosem sywngabrdferSamuelSmllhsetwt

totranslatetheBookofiMiormon,andhebegantowriteforme.” A
yeareamer MartinHarmsandJosephhaddonewelitoproduce116

u)hidememfranvlevv(aooordngtosomeaooounls) Josephnowre—
fledupontheseerstonealonewiththeplatesapparentyooveredand
comethatEmmasaidOliverCowderyandherhusbandiranslatedwhile
shewasatworkinthesameroom. 12 Condery sfutLrewife, Elizabeth
AmWhitmer,andtheskeplicallsaacHale'ssoriawMicheelMorse,

35
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bohwerefrequenﬂypmeMﬂeﬂwevvorkvvasurﬂeNvay,andsald

SoJosephandOINerbeganvwmtheBookofMosmhandconﬁnued
fovad % ShoythereafieronthelShofhemonthiheynearedhe
endof3Nephi.Questionsaroseaboutthereferencestobaptismand
remissionofsins thatwefoundmentonedinthetranslationofthe
petes’Accodinglyfey

wentintothevwoodstoprayandinquireofiheLord Whiewewerethus
employed,prayingandcalingupontheLord,amessengerfromheaven
descendedinacloudofight,andhavinglaidhishandsuponus,he
ordainedus,saying:Uponyoumyfelowservants,inthenameofiVies-
siahlconferthePriesthoodofAaronwhichhaldsthekeysoftheminis-
teringofangels,andoftheGospelofrepentance,andofbaptismby

Josephrecordedthatthismessenger,whowasJohntheBaptist,said
‘thatishouldbecalledthefirstElderaftheChurch,andhe(Oliver
Cowdery)thesecond.”
ers—wasasignificantdevelopmentinthecareerofaprophetwhoas
yethadnofiock noministry,andnodoctrinetoteach. Aflustwhat
BookafiViormoncameofithepress,) Thefirst somewhatvague, allu-
siontoachurchhadapparentlyoccurredafewmonthisprevious,ina
omaiionamonghemand . esialishmychurchikeuniathechurch
whichwastaughtioymydisciplesinthedaysofold.”
thetimeofiohnheBapiisisappearance thel odreiieratechisprom:
isathetithsgenerationhardenathetheartswiesiabismy
churchamongthem’(D&C10:53).
Nowdficialydesignatedaneiderintheimpencingorganizationof
thechurchiyanangelomessenger, Josephmayhavefirstreaizedthat
hewastobemuchmorethanatransiatorofancentsariptureandthat
theBookofiViormonitselfinasbutapreludetoagreaterworkaboutio
unfold. Fromthispointon,theBookofMomonwouldinescapablybe
chargedwithnewmeaning,insofarasitwascomingtobeweddedto

116 Then,around
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ook - R ;
orelogeter.
Gwenm|nterrupuonstoseekoocasonalemploymermobuyne-

TheWitnesses

ThemessageoftheBookofMomrmonwasandcontinuestobeinsepa-

reportedbyaSmithoraSwedenborgcanalwaysbesomewhattamed
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Moronwwotelhatmeplateswouldbe“shwmbyﬁ1epovverofGod”
uniothree'whashalassistoringforthihisnork (Ether52-3),
andNephimadeasimiarredicion Ashisnnercideoftreedose
assoclates—Da\ndV\mnmer OllverCowdery,and MartinHarris—par-

enlreaMeanoseph heoonﬁrmedhrwghlheUnmardTmmmmm

theyoouidndeedreceive avienofthepiates andalsoofinebreast-
plate theswordofLaban theUrimand Thummim.. . andthemiracu-
lousdirectorswhichweregiventoLehi(D&C17:1). Thepromisewas
folowedbyacommandthattheybeartestimonytotheworidofthat
whichtheywoulchavethepriviegeoiseeing.

Afewdayslater Josephfeltlheumehadcome Aooordlngtohls

\Amdsmybokxan byfervenar‘dmﬂepayerfnefuthent

andbehald, anangelstoodbefcxewlnhrshandshehekjtreﬂates
whichwehadbeenprayingtohaveaviewof Hetumedovertheleaves
onebyone,sothatwecouldseethem,anddiscemtheengravings

thereondsindly Therefolonedavoiceouoihelrighightsay-
ing, TheseplateshavebeenrevealedbythepowerofGod,andthey
havebeentransiatedbythepowerofGod.” 12 Onanearbytablethe

Withthemiraculouswitnessnowsecuredbytheothertwo,Joseph
efinseekoutthedistressedHants Hefoundhimandiogetherthey
continuedtosupplicatethel ord. Soonthesamevisionthethreehad
experiencedpreviouslywasgrantedtoHanisaswel.Anexuberant
Hanisbursiout, Tisenoughlisenoughjmineeyeshavebeheldmine
eyeshavebeheld. Tishardiosaywhowasmorereleved Harisfrom
hisyearsofnaggingdoulis,orJosephfromhavingnoonetohelpdif-
fusetheneghioianoidsskeptidsmandiushissioyurnresenvedly.

Hismatherrecalledthatuponretumingfromthevwoods, Josephthrew
himselforithebed,arying FatherMiather!Youdonatknowhowhappy
lam...ldofeelasthoughiwasrelevedoiadreadiuburdenwhich
wasalmosttoomuchformetoendure.” 13
JosephhadtakennotewhenNephispokeofthreewitnesseswho
wouldtestifyofthe BookofMormon.ButNephihadmentionedyet
‘moreninesses nadditioniothespedalthree(2Nephil 1:3) Alew
daysafterthemanifestationexperiencedbythethree, mostofthe

39
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WhitmerfamilyaccompaniedJosephandOlivertoPaimyratofinalize
piningarrangemenisAthatime Josephinviedheivermalesrnihe
WhimerdanindudingonesoniHaw) alongwithisiainerandoh
ersHyrumandSamuel,toaccompanyhimtoafamilyprayerspotin
thewoods. Therewithoutheavenlymanifestationsorangelicvoices,
Josephmatter-of-factlydisplayedtothemthegoldenplates. They
handedthem,tumedovertheleaves,andexaminedtheengravings.

ﬂeplat%ﬁen@metmghtardladbeforeﬁarey&byan
angelofGodWwo]camedamfromheaven Allfmghlheyweredose

Smmgmpb/shcwvedlhemlheplam allow-
ingthemtomaketheirownexaminationand
drawtheronncondusions. Therverdictbe-

thatJosephSmithdoespossessasetoimetal
plates: “{W]edidhandle[them]withour
hands,”theyaffirm;‘[W]ehaveseenand

hefied andknonoiasureythatthesaidSmih

OliverCowdery(1806-1850). Takentogether,thetwoexperiencesseemed
“wrotewithmyownpenthe calauiatedioprovideanevidentiaryspectum,
entireBookofViormon(savea saljirrangacthieebe Thaest
fenpagesesieliomne ityoftheplateswasnowconfirmedbyboth

ipsofiheProphetJoseph prodan‘anonfromhea\mardbyempncald}
eyesandhandiedwithmy smpetadieexperencebythetesimonyof

L e . : i e

(CourtesyLDSChurch gagingintheirownunhamperedexamination

HistoricalDepartment) ofheavidence.
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felloutwiththeprophet Cowdery,whoin1834wouldascendtothe
rankoiassisanpresdeniothechurchwvasexcommunicatediorapos-
tesyinApifl833 Theresnaecotohimevererading sest-
monyandn1848herejonedhechurch afimingatthatimethat
\MotevwmmycwnpenmeenureBookoﬂ\Amnon(saveafewpag&s)

1‘negﬁandp0/ver0fGod Mm‘eansomeUnmard'ﬂwmmm

IbereU\Mhnwey&sardrHrded\MhnMWdS‘hegOUpIanrom
whichiwestranscrbed”

Davnd\/\/hllmeralsoleftthedwurchdunngthemmulentyearof

MartinHarmiswasexcommunicatedduring -
thesamewaveofapostasythatcarriedaway
WhitmerandCowdery.LikeCowdery,hewas
rebepizecHenyeastieraceedaslef
fimedthroughouthisiifehisBookaofViormon
tharhsnaturabnesandhushaiheepest
e YOPEEre E crbapon DavidWhitmer(1805-1888).

LikeMartinHamsandOliver
escediosuchfadiedichoiomies! .

. chkrg/vlh Cowdery, Whitmerwasoneof
sa/aaeg_leerﬂm”luya_xnrm,sm treewi oublshed
aryexperiencesurroundingtheCambuslang teitesimonyhethegad
Revival,onehistorianhasnotedhowfre- plateswereshowntherm‘by
quentyedingminsersmedenserionsand thepowerofGod andnotof
rigidaisincionsbetween theEyeoffait’ gowdisafieciediomihe
and'bodiyeyesHecondudes, tothemin- prophetJoseph,butnoneever
dearlycriical” 128 TosimiareffectNed (CourtesyLDSChurch

LandsmandiesthecaseofoneCatherineJad HistoricalDepartment)
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son, V\kmonverteddunnghssar’rerewal Ad1urchelderbrwght




TWO

“OutoftheDust™
The BookofMormonComesForth

V\mmBoquasgNenbylnsnranm andiscalledTheBookofMiommon

MessergerandAdocaie Qunel832)

ikenedJosephto‘afiuifulbough,evenafiuifuiboughbyawel;
whaosebranchesrunoverthewall.”Choiceblessings,hepromised,
wouldiolonhintunioheutmostboundofheeveriasinghils (Gen.

491,22 26)FewandentJewsomodemreadershaveakentatover-
runweliorefertothePadiicOceanotheeverasinghilsioevoke
imagesofUtah'sWasatchMountains. ButtomanyLatter-daySaints,
theBookofMormonstorythatbeginsinJerusalemandendsinthe
WestemHemispherefullsthatveryprophecyoiJacob.Inthisver-
sionthelongodysseyioretoldbythepatriarchbeginsinthetimeof
JeremiahandKingZedekiah,around600 B ¢ TheBabyloniansunder
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e N G ihabied
Ifemostpartbyheh1bes0fJudahand Benjamm Scalteredamong

alengthyvoyage. ThenLehilaunchesintothelndianOceanwithhis
wifeandacompanyofaboutiwodozen. fhefollonvedthesealanes
usedbylatervoyagers,hewouldhave“touchedindiaandutimately

LamanandLemuel.Nephileadshispeopleinlandseveraldaysiour-
themselves Nephites.”Mearwhile, theirrivals,soonknownbythe
name'Lamanites’andcursedwithdarkness, become“anidiepecple,
fulofmischiefandsuibtiety andascourgeuntoNephisiseed (2
Neph524-25) Thusisesiablishedthepeatiemihatwidominetemuch
ofthemillennium-onghistorytofollow,aschronicedbyNephiand
atherkeepersotthesacredrecordsWhenrecurrentcydesofNephite
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prasperityandcomplacencyleadtospiritualblight warswiththe
Lamanitesintensify,accompaniedbypropheicchastisermentandrepen
tance TowardtheendofiheNephiterecordespedialy;acoountsoiin-
temaldlssensonandgovemmentcorrupuonmuluply alongwith

erationofhumanempires,istheemphaticinsistenceofiviormon,
fourth-centuryabridgerofiheNephierecords thaiindviduaichoice
producescatadysmicoonseguences. Eithersomethingomathingmust
dependonindividualchoices, WitesC.S.Lewis, 2 andMiomonit-
ingattheendofhispeople’'sexistencearound A D 30embracesthe

andwere,andeverwouldbe ikeurolMoronibehold theverypow-
ersofheavenwouldhavebeenshakenforever,yea, thedeviwould
neverhavepowerovertheheartsofthechidrenoimen(Aimad8:17).

BookofMormon Christology

TheearliestwritersoftheBookofiviormon,NephiandJacob,ground
t‘rerpxoptmxukj\nevwnmvwmrgsoﬂsﬂah vvhmvvereoon-

In/e|ntheﬁm1e>¢)edanon0faccmngMessahandeththeurUer
standingthattheimewhomeisforthema'landofpromise,aland

4
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vmmsdmabwealldherlands aIarKdV\/rld’TthechdGodham

landofZarahemlawithamomentousmessage. Heprophesiesthatin
] s memizoUoussansdl . :
Gochimselfintotheworid Hismessageisgreetedwithcisbelieffor
themostpartSomevoioetheariicdismihat iisnatreasonabiethat
suchabeingasaChrisishalcomeiisoandhebetheSonoiGoadhe
Fatherofheavenandofearth,asithasbeenspokenwhywilhenct
showhimselfuntousaswellasuntothemwhoshallbeatJerusalem?
Yeawhywihenoishonhimselinthisandaswelasithelandof
Jerusaem?{Hel16:18:19).
enceoftheBookofiviormon.WehavealreadybeenpresentedwithNew
Worldisraelites,aNewWorldPromisedLand,andaNew\WorldScrip-
ture ANewWoridappearancebytheresurrectedChristwvouldseemto
foloanaturaly Andidoes ThissppearanceoiherisenSaviorthe
NaMNortilslheoentercﬂheBookoﬂVIorrrm hslnncalyandthr;L

able—anddaring—featuresoftheBookofiviormon, theologically.Not
onlyforeknowledgeofChrist—theBiblehasitsmessianicoments—

buttheveryooncepitiaialandheneedioathsalvationandasa
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Penlaietm ardRobertGordscnrrplarsmmarslanngfnel—leb'ew
otm;mntmxﬂzﬂmuheu‘h/e/\dmm

e . Y o perfori
manymirades,andbringingtheresurmection.” SMargaretBarkeruses
camnncalanddeuterocamrmlawvellasrabhnmland@mranm

4
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lileintheNewTestamentiosupportheevenboldercontentionof
Josepiﬁrmvwmm/mUmantalnnambseq.mmmalm

owrltofChnstamwgmeNephltesasagbssonimsefewhblw
pessageshahinoisudgposshilty otosedesamerssbboaion
aedgpoaion
AgainandagaininJoseph'scareerweseethissamepattem. The
templeofSolomonomlalnedalarge ‘moltensea’ofbrass,andPaLl

mrneniatcxsbbatﬂsmfaﬂwedead(lCorlSZQ)Josem&nm
inaLgurates TempiebuldingandinNaLvoo gargefontrestingonthe
bM@oleoxensdedrﬁedeemMormmllbebamzed\mn-

tlonedooukjmenakeareammbleimdogcaldefensemosephs
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werecaledthepeopleoiZarahemia’and werebroughtioythehandof
theL ordacrossthegreatwaters fromJerusalematthetimeofking

ZedekiahiscapiMy abouts87 BC (OrTTﬂSlG)M/wxgamm

gospelcontent,andevengospelrecord—bohdescnbedandenaded
withintheBookofViomon—maygofartoexplainahistoryofthebook's
reoemonthatbegarwhthednrgeofBLASPHEMY‘ﬁrsurumpeted
bire RodeseDalAdetser . 0 iszedcaleconospiuaizaiondf
lﬂE s M”.:: Eu”. .En:SE“E'”::EE:E::.I:EEE

EEE::E':.M e ":.": offechneniot TLITEN=PANING:

E:E'.E: M:'.:f E:Eml: ; EI E'.EEIFIZIEE": he :E.IE

) o iesthent Mor-
oM gChsts . nE|MH| E .IEFI E.E ,

Mormon thelastgreatNephitecommeander,sunvivesiustiongenough
toseetheextinctionofhisoncemightypeople. Lookingoutupona

quartermiionohisonndead herecordshispathetidarenet

Andmysoulwasrentwithanguish,becauseofthesiainofmypeople,
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lalmbww\noeeslcmashel\mim(mdrierrun BC 0
& ¢)butonly30pagestonanate. This
oaﬂpacﬂyabrdgedaooountfolb/\nngasndo&supmmeprayerof

thatwemeanamethodical,sequentialrecordofimportantorpublic
events. 11 GventheveryfocusedpreoccupationsofNephiaioneendof
thevolumeandMormonattheother,andthehugedisproportionbe-
N\/eenmronologlcalurneandtexmalvolume theBookofl\/Iormonls

5
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the"'churchasanindependentinsttuonaround120 Bc (Mos25)
Shortythereafier abouthalinaythroughNephiehisiory KingMosiah
transierstherecordstoAimathe Younger highpriesiofineNephites
andfounderofthechurch.Conseguently, Alma'saccountreadsmore
ketheBoooAdasharnkingsoChrondesdeiaing missonanyjour-
neysihegonthoihechurchandmiacuiousconversorstoies There-
after,secuiarandreigiouselementsaltemateandintermingeinthe
records.WhenwariorprophetsikeHelamanorMomoninheritthe
petestherecordreadsmorelkethebookofJoshuawihdetaledac-
countsofmiarycampeignsandprotractedwerfare.

About A D 385evereshecontinuesiaihiulyrecordingonhepiates
ofNephia‘fullaccount’ofhispeople’s wickednessandabomina-
tions” (Morm 2:18), IheprophetMormoncreaI&anewrecnrdohs

domakemyreoordfromlheaccounlsmnchhavebeenglvenbymose
whowerebeforeme’ (3Neph|5 15-16) Thlsabndgment,madeomhe

witingsofNlephi, Jacob,Mosiah Alma,Helaman,andtherestofihe
dhrondershencethetiie BookoMiomon) ThefrstL16pagesoine
transationofihatabridgment coveringtheperiodiomLehismins-
trytoaboutl:30 & cywerethosepagesiostoyMartinHaris. B
InaddrIJontotheIargepnmaryplalesofNephlmatMorrnon
- ., B ! . .

testimony,theybeginwithNephi'sabridgmentofhisfatherlehi's
record, V\MNemmemorsnqudﬂ 16 Nephalsarmpcxalm

sewardmel.abarrﬂerwﬂem Beoaseas]aneUmwtm
brassplatescontainedthebookofDeuteronomy,whichwasprobably
thebookothelawdiscoveredbyJosiaharound625 rc, thepatesof
brassmayhavebeenroyalrecords,compiedbetwveen625and610 B C,
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rnakelhemmlghlyevenuntoihepomerofdellveramé (ANephi1:20).
The'tandofpromise, hopefuimonikeroftheimewioundnome,isan
expressionthatappearsZ7timesinhissmaliplates. Themoralsthat
Nephidrawsfromhisown perspectiveasNewWorld Joshuaare
” Godsiihi oiciicebout
miraculouscompassprovidedthembyGod,whichdirectsthemtoa
supplyofioocwhentheyareatthepointofstarvation hedrawsthe
simpleprecept:“AndthusweseethatbysmallmeanstheLordcan
bringaboutgreatthings.”Laterobsenvinghowrawmeatsufficedto
nourishandsustiainhispeoplenthewidemess heleduresusinte
samedicbdioent’Andhusinesee . ischethathechidencf
menkeepthe commandments of God he doth nourishthem, and
strengthenthem,andprovidemeanswherebytheycanaccomplishthe
thingwhichhehascommandedthem’(1Nephi16:29;17:3).
Byoontrasmucdhofihebalanceoiherecordwitenmostyinihe
mlrdpersonardmedlatedasmsbyMormonsperspem/efromtm

5
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(OhihaticouidhavehadmycaysinthedayswhenmyfatherNephi

lfeoamuertnerrmentoﬁw&lfuehﬂehyeaﬁfeyweremasam

fuinessothiswrath,andtheinnickednessandabominationshadpre-
paredanayiathereverasingdesiudion (Hel123Eher1425).
AfterMiormoncompleteshisabridgmentandappendsthesmaliplates
ofNephi hetumsthemovertohissonMoroniMoronindudesapor-
gnaniexplanationforthebrevityohisonncomments! Afterthegreat
andiremendousbattiecfCumorah,behold theNephiteswhohades-
capediniothecountrysouthwardwerehuntedbythelLamanites,unti
theywerealdestroyed Andmyfatheralsowaskiledbythem,andl
Andbehold,wouldwrite[morealsoifihadroomupontheplates,
buthavenatandorelhavenonefolamalone’(Mom82-5) Sev-
eralyearsiaterMoroniapparentyaddsafewmoreplatesorwhichhe

wiesflormmemary anstidgmenioanoherssoipiaiesthe?4paies
ofEther V\mmvveredlsoovered byaNephitegrouparound121
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|ntheH|IICumorahment10nedbyMormon sceneofthecataclysmic
frebati-haecocsuggesshedd mt buyhepsiesreblret
whichhadbeenentrustedtomebythehandoftheLord, saveiwere
thesefewplates [theBookofiViormon] whichigavetormysonMoroni ”
(Morm 6:6,emphasismine).When Moronlevenmallycomestob|d

sagetohimas*“GladtidingsfromCumorah!”(D&C128:20). The
perseveranosoheiteniicaion(gsnelbdhedudhisoliceesy
nationofiheupstateNewYorkmountas HilCumorahledtoacom-
monbeliefamongmanyMormons—andtheircritics—thatNephite
geographyandhistorymustencompassNewYorkstate. 18

PublicationandCircuiation

|Z|ngﬂ1evvorkwouldproceedanyway,Grand|napparen'dyovercame
hisscruplesorhisreservationsandagreedtopublishtheworkin
Paimyra,thoughhedermandedasecurityof$3,000beforeproceeding.
FulinghisnigsnorsfearsHamsnonegreedomongegehisiamm
fortherequiredamountpromisingtopaytheprintingcostwitin18
months. ° Latethatsummerof1829 printingworkontheBookofVior-
monbeganinGrandin'ssecondHloorestablishment
ThepopularMormonperceptionoftheorderofeventswouldhave
Josephadechyesmaladeointimatesyworkingntuaisoliude
toinshiherangiaion Thenuponpubdicaionfeassemblessielders
togethertoorganizethechurchonApi6,1830mhereuponhisrother
SamuelSmithflsarudsadnihoopiesofthenewsaripiLeandsets
Mmpcxlanoedﬂlebrgdmnwwlnurgpimasam‘ewm

5
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eredforthechurch'sformalincorporation,theyweresuroundedby
abaMOchOdhemmberstheruﬂeusdar\akeadysteadygww
inggroupcheievers.

Manywhoallgnedlherrsel\mvwhh@e Mm’r‘mltes’ mhasefcr—

DavidWhitmerinFayette, NewYoﬂ<,descnb|ngmewoﬂ<hewasas-
sisingnandevensendingalongpartionsofnetransiaiion Whitmey,
inumsharedheetiersandransaionathhisiamiy.

Aswehaveseenbythetime JosephandOlverhadrelocatediothe
Whitmerhome theyhadalreadyreceivedtheAaronicPriesthoodbeen
baMZed andr’nadea/valeofanlmpendlngmurdnober&stored Fom

na/vbegantobenasedabroad Wemet\MmmanyfromUmeto

timewhowerendingiohearus...Fromhisimeiorthmanybecame
beieversarﬂsare\NerebamzedMHNecmruedtcrsmmﬂ

ous. 'ITlomasMarshjoumeyedfromLyorE NeWYon<,t0|an|reabout

the'GoldenBook"He' foundMariinHarrisattheprintingofiice,n

PalmyrawherethefirstsixteenpagesoftheBookofiViormonhadjust
(o , N )

Mass. highlypleasedwiththeinformationlhadobtainedconceming

thenewfoundbook.”

(Facngpage )  PortionaforiginalBookofiViormonmanuscriptoomesponding
D1Nephi4:33514incumeniediions Thesabehasnolbeenidernified.
(©nyintelectualResenve Inc.CourtesyFamiyandChurchHistory

Department. Usedbypermission)
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AnathenvisitorfromLyons,SolomonChamberiainhadhadavision
in18160f abookincomeiorth fkeuniotheBidle HyrumtookCham-
beraintotheprintingoficeandgavehimnotonebutfour16-page
signatures.Convincedhehadfoundthebookofhisvision,Chamber-
lain“tookthemwiththeireaveandpursuedmyjoumeytoCanada,
andipreachedalithatiknevwconcemingMormonism;oalbathhigh
andiow;richandpoor,andthusyouseethiswasthefirsthatever
printedMormonismwaspreachedtothisgeneration.” 4

OINerOa/vdewandJosephSmmalsotookloosesheelsfromme

abwttobeprod.xced 5
Joseph'soptiimismprovediobemisplaced.Indeed,diizensinthe
areaaroundPalmyra,alertediotherealityoftheimpendingpublica-

thecopyopenediolNephid(currentchaptersysterm), arebyLDSSevemy
andBookofMormonscholarB.H.Roberts,whoownedit. (Photographsby

BradleySheppard GeorgeGiversColiction)
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pendedpublicationuntlJosephmanagedioallayhisfears Workre-
sumed andonMarch26,1830,theBookofMormonwasofferedfor

vnnlyC)fPalnyral—le\AouldcalthUIaneeungsamaddr%slflem
himself” 2 M@Mwﬁﬂwammedw

JohnGloert(1802-18%).
et :
BookofMormon,
Gheatsandngherewih
BookofMormmonsignatLires,

notapunctuationmark
frombeginningtoend”
Phatographca. 1890.
(CourtesyLDSChurch
HistoricalDepertment)
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onthethitiethofJune Samuelstartedonthemissiontowhichhehad
beensetapartoyJosephandntravelingwenty-ivemieswhichwes
dples.Wheneveningcameon hewasfaintandaimostdiscouraged,but
comingtoaninn,whichwassurroundedbyeveryappearanceofplenty,
hecalediosesithelandiordwouidbuyoneafhishooks Ongoingin,
Samuelinquiredafhim,ifhedidnotwishiopurchaseahistoryofthe
aignaftheindians:idonatknow; fepliedihehost; howddyouget
somegoldplatesthathefoundburiedintheearth.™Youd—diiar!”
criedthelandlord,“getoutofmyhouse—youshan'tstayoneminute

PP I i
graisBunonenouichayiothepiMegecieadngtPomeroy Tuder
aorimedhetthebook . iebeacheiosheapic.. ioundo
buyersoruverylew.” ©
LitemorethanadecadeatterthebookwasmadepubiicaMiommon
inPhiladelphiaassessedtheresults! NasoonerhadtheBookofVior-
MadamRumourbeganwithherpoisonoustongues;epithetuponepi-
thet,calumnyuponcalumny,washeapeduponthefewthatwerefirst
engagedmlhecausemobsragedard agenerahneandcrywas

Nosmalstiwescreatedbyitsappearance.” # Inanyeventjisre-
markablebutruethataimostromiheinstanioftspubicationthe
BookofivlormonceasedtobethefocusofJoseph'sattention. tnow
assumediisioleasheraldofsomethingfargreaterthanitselfanew
church,anewdispensation,andanewAmericanprophet

6

1
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“AMarvelousWorkandaWonder™:
TheBookofMormonasSacredSign

—FerdinanddeSaussure

ith'svisionforthechurchandkingdomhewascalledto
N
tious By1842 whenhesentat HistoricalSketdh oftheriseand

progressotthechurchtoJohnWentworth heSaints asismembers
werecaled,  hadalreadyenduredpersecutions,mobbings,andexpu-
sonfromMiissouni.Inthemidstofphysicalandfinandialadversity,
missionarieshadalreadyfannedoutacrossthestatesandacrossthe
ocean Asconvertsstreamedintothechurchisnewcity-stateofNaLmoo,
llinois,undemoregatheringdouds, Josephdefiantlypredictedto
Wentworththat nounhallowedhandcanstoptheworkfromprogress-
ing, persecutionsmayrage, mobsmaycombine,ammiesmayassemble,
caumnymaydefame butthetruthofGodwilgaforthboldly,nobly,
dme snepieveryocountry;andsoundedneveryeariithepurposes
ofGodshalbeaccomplishedandthegreatJehovahshalsaythework
soe” 2
|nNebud1adnezzar’sdreamofastone ‘cutoutwithouthands which
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upaklngdom vmmshallneverbedestroyed andlheklngdomshall

ttmemgdamardlshdslardfaever Can. 234—35 44) Eariy
MomonstumedtothisimageryofDanielinsong,semon,andwrit-
theyearyrecognizedthepivotaloletheBookofiViormonwouldplay
inthiseverlastingkingdomW.W.Phelps forexample wrotein1835
thet therebeganthechurcholChrisin1 830yeatherethestonecut
outofthemountainwithouthands,asforetoldbyDaniel,commenced
fuspendorlishenhdeandiidechesssended Samudor
HilCumorah” 4
TheninDecemberof1835,amonthmuchgivenovertostudying
Hebrew,entertainingvisitors,andshowningofithechurch'srecently
acguiredEgyptianmummies, Josephtookimeoutiowriteanartice
anthempoarianisubgecolhegethening toncentraingontheparaes
ofMatthew13. Tumlngtolheparableofthemusardseed hefound

LetustaketheBookofiViormon,whichamantookandhidinhisfield,

. o o .
behaldittomingforthoutoftheground whichisindeedaccountedthe
leasiolalseedsuibehadibranchingorthyeagverioneringwih
IofybranchesandGocHikemagestyuntitikethemustardseedbe-
comesthegreatestofalherbs Andiistruih andihassproutedand
inhebranchesherect 5

hisisstiringimagery,designatingtheBookofiViormoniaherald or

Mormonteachings.” 6 BventhelDS  EncyciopediaofVonmonism seemsto
agree,contendingthat theBookofMiomonformsthedoctrinalfoun-
daﬁoncfmeChurch . "However,lookingattheBookofMormonin

6

3



64

BY THE HAND OF MORMON

liorsbeforetheinMA/asevendymmeﬁrstediﬁonoﬂheBod(d

ammmmmmmwm

hes herChiisiansvhowereniheieldatthesametime.” 14
Inenagedesaribechyoneediorasatparadiseciheterodoxy;,” 5 itnes
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own'destructionbystrainingtoadveriseMommondeviance.” 16 What
theMomonsdidhaveintheirfavorwasanewbookafscriptureanda
rammuauwogcmm'ssrqm Treaﬁexecﬁhe

oneofthreesignsthattheworkofthelastdayshadcommenced. 18 He

place, hepromised, whentheseworksandtheworkswhichshallbe
wroughtamongyouhereaftershallcomeforthiromtheGentiles,unto
yourseed.”Accordingly,JosephSmithhadsentapartyoffourona
missiontodescendantsofthoseNephitesandLamanitesmonthsafter
thepublicationoftheBookofiViormon. LeadingelderOliverCowdery
andhiscompanionstraveledsomel,500mies;firstpreachingtothe
CanaraungBLMabbefcxepurreylngomomVWanddﬂnOho

ofconveyingiothe"seed ofthatNewMWordmulitudedescribedin3

Wﬁeeajdﬂmtdamtﬂgaqd“ewm
frmingtheadventofiheendimes.
PursuingthisconnectionbetweentheBookofMomonandisrael's
fnalgathering CharlesThompsonpubdishedn1841thelrsimajormork
ontheBookofMormonbyachurchmember, his256-pagestudyof
EvcercesnProobitheBookoiViorrmon mda@tn’redll’qmb
aderwereeﬂbodedimmraam&mveriyangelsmwuwghﬁo
lighttheBookofiViormon,andsetitasasignamongthepeopleand

e ot i soiaions” D “Thisensin,
nencatheingolsag) heleraseedlanchiioeheions Lo

therowniand”Aimastatonce thechurch's TimesadSeasons  picked
uptherefrain,commending Thompson'sbookandechoinghisrefer-
encestothenewsaripiLieas ‘asigniolsrael theatthetimeoftherr

redemptionhadcome,™anensignforthenations, ™ anensignupon

6
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) i I o -
Inoneotthechurdh'sfrstextendedirestmentsoftheBookofMor-
mon. Benjamanndmtedeedestabhshtmsametheme “Nothing

2 IndeediheBook
oﬂ\/lorrnonhadprodalrnednswmlmporranoelnMSveryregard

Andnowbehold,Isayuntoyouthatwhenthel ordshallseefitinhis
wisdomithatthesesayingsshalcomeuntotheGentlesaccordingtonis
word,thenyemayknowthatthecovenantwhichtheFatherhathmade
wihhechilerolsrad! . saleadbeginningcbdUiied Andye
mayknowthathenordsofhel o . shalbabeiUiledandyeneed
Andwhenyeshallseethesesayingscomingforthamongyou,thenye
neednotanylongerspumatthedoingsofthel ord.(3Nephi29:1-4)

notieamed. Theman'sweaknessnotwithstanding theL ordpromises
tolringtopass ‘amarvelousworkamongthispeople evenamarvet
Icw/vorkanda/vorder (1%.29 4—14) Toeanycxn/erlsﬂ'eplata

andSmith theuntutomdfarmboyandmstrumentofGodvvhoushered
nhefuinessoithegospel wereconvindngoounierpartsolisaiahi's
inspredpredicion. TheBookoMomonwastheelementthatfuifled
prophecyevenasitalertedtheworldtotheimminenceofmomentous
evenisabsinicdng

o€ C'.ﬂ eBookaiMormmon. Vasserectione husest
vensCEI) Dythecar/Sai "SEI".'CI“I“E’S'E?'OO' C.Ecm“ CIMO’ ! :nel LSOO
intenselymillenariananticipations,and,asMarvinHilcomments,
Mormonism's“primitivegospel' orientationhaslongbeenrecog-
nzed” 2 Ofhel830sespedalyihasheenwitentetneverinthe
historyof\WWestemsocietyhadthemillenniumseemedsoimminent;
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reformanons andlmprovemenis—andmeexpectanonsandlongmgs

ofsodety—warrantthecondusionthateithersomenewrevelation,or
sornenevvdevelopmemcmerevelanonofGodmlebemade before

stanoesvx/rereolﬁcalmurmputﬂmnonsdoquoteandoommenton
selededpassages; Whatsiandsoutinboldrelef. . shethemaiic
preeminencedt . herestoraionolsrael” 27 Whenthe BookofMor-
iedordesabed, e g

andanimminentsecondcoming.

IntheMomonview, thisgatheringtoprecedethesecondcoming
wespariandparoelofanathereveniaboutountold heesialbishment
ofaNewWoﬂdZ|on Asﬁ1eprophelwou|dlaterphraselheconnec

thernostqudedBookoﬂ\Aaﬁmpmgelneanymurd\puum
wesEher1348
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Behold,EthersawthedaysofChrist, andhespakeconcemingaNew
Jerusalemuponthisland.Andhespakealsoconcemingthehouseof
Israel andtheJerusalemfromwhenceLehishouldcome—atteritshould
bedestroyedishoulchetuitpegaingholyciyuniohel odwhere-
forejipouidhobeanenderusalemioninacheeninimecioldiuit

shouldbebuitupagainandbecomesholyatyolhel orciandiishouid
bebuituntothehouseofisrael AndthataNewJerusalemshouldbe

buituponthisiand,untotheremnantoftheseedofJoseph,forwhich

bk . et theihoi
ance;andtheyshalbuidupaholycityuntotheLord likeuntothe
Jerusalemoioid.

Herethenwasoonfmationthativearenthelastaysihathegreat
workofgathering—aliteralgathering—hascommenced,andthatthe
Americanindians( theremnantofiheseedofJaseph)alongwiththe
Latter-daySaintsadoptedintothehousedfisraeltogethershare
inthepromisesmadetoAbraham. (Mormonspaidmorethanpassing
noticetothetbeliefthattheAmericanindansweretoplayacentral
roeinthegathering Ineddiiontothemissionof1830 hechurchi's

byHeaventoinheritthisland incommonwiththemselves” 2)

Missouri,wheretheyhadhopedtobuildtheirAmericanZion,were
thwartedbypersecution. Throughoutthesummerof1833camefamm
bumingsjoatingsmabbingsandihedestrucionafinechurchprint-
ingpress.Induly,agroupindudingEdwardPartridge, bishopofthe
church,werewhipped,tarredandfeathered. Partridgewatchedas
“CharlesAlerwasnextstippedandiamedandfeathered becausehe
wouldnotagreetoleavethecountry,ordenytheBookofiViormon.”

Bythefal ageneralexpuisionoftheSaintshadbeenforced. On
Nwerrber? ﬂesrnmﬂ"el\/isswwerbegarﬂ)eiﬁhm
severahundredexdes. 3L Aoumalistreportedthejudgmentofonect
thelocals:“ThepeopleofJacksoncanstandanythingbutmenwho
mobwereleadinguptherrobjectsofhatredonwhomtheythirstedio
spitheirblood” 2 Monthstater,churchieaderspubishedapubolic
“Appeal inorderiodocumentthepersecutionsandtoprovidearatio-
nalefortheirsetiernenttheretobeginwith. TheBookofiviormon,
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IndiansintheCityofNauvoo. The 907lhographisbyJohnMcGahey.
(CourtesyLDSChurchHistoricalDepartment)

concemingthelandofCanaan, bypromisinganewlandtothepious

Jew.” ¥ Indeed, Mormonswereunique,asGrantUndenwoodhaspointed
outinrereadingOidTesamentreferencesinderusalemandZiontrough

T smindngint s .
ofholydiiesthatwouichebuiinopposithemispheres. ® Tueas
\ . TrohvDwic i -
auguranngﬂweSeoondGreabAwakenlng preachedmaIAmencavvas

6
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cludesonlymreemenuonsoflheBookofMormonasasourcefor
sermons! Foralthat; shewwites, theBookofVomonwasariicaly
mpotart .. L DSpreachersseemichaveponiechrimanyiohe &
onthe eschaton.  TheBookofMomonwasthereforepresentedasthe
A . o P

o EE.EQIZNNE[' = oy i
church'sfirstphenomenallysuccessfulmissionaryeffortthatwas
lbunchedalewmonthsatterisorganization Inhefalof1 830 asnve
sawwinessesOiverCowderyandPetenWhimer, Jr. alongwithPar-

leyP PratisndzZbelPetersonemberkedonthefrsimissonaryjoumney
aihechurchichenestheadingfortheindianierionythatbordered

Missouri ReauimentofAmericanindiansvasunsucoessiul butwithin
afewweekstheyhadbaptized130convertsinnortheastemOhio,a
numberequaltotheentireeasternmembershipatthattime. Martyof
theseearlyconverts likefutureMomonstaiwartSidneyRigdonwere
Camploelieresioraionsis OnedlCampbelsassocaies\Valer Soot,
hadmadvertentiypavedmewayforMormonm|SS|onaneswhenhe

\Ahlchmuldr&storetofremurmtheamentgoqoelaspreadmedby

theaposties TheinterestbecameanexciementAltongueswereset
Iosarnvesipaiondefersepiopposion.... Theameshick

withrumorsofainewReligion, ainewBioke.” % AndCampbelhim-
passageofsoipurethativViommonsbelievedwasiuliledintheangel

MoronisvisittoJoseph isawanothemessengerfyingthroughthe
midstofheaven,havingeverastinggoodnewstoprodaimtothein-
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habitantsoftheearth,eventoeverynationandtrite andtongueand
people—saymnghalcudvace FearGodandgwegloryton for

tianity.WWhenmissionariespresentedhimwiththeBookofiViormonas

evidencetheresioraiionhadbeenaccompished hedidnolaskesignof

thembynakingamiade. .. Fodchobelevethethesrinouid
atendhermminstrationitheBookolViomornwesnatrue.’Asiaithe:

BookoMomon'smessage iwentwihoutsayingthethe epeded D
‘tonainhesamepanoialalionesheBie” 2 Jmostiamessace,
inothemordsiwasrwhaiipontedio.

Alsoin Mayﬁeldllved Lymantht vvhovvnh IsaacMorieyand

ofMomontobearuponus,andthewholeofthecommonstockfamiy
wasbaptized”  “® Inthesamevein,DonnaHilwitesthatfutLreMor-
monleaderSidneyRigdonalsowasconvertedthroughthe Bookof
memfrdgmtaﬁrmedﬂwtm&ﬂm
andanimminentmillennium.”

e

7
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MyServantJoseph
thatisraelsrestorationhadbegun;ismiraculouscomingfortwes
evndenoeofsmehngelseasvmll—thatthemamvfnasastedlnlhe

By1760,forexample, theSwedlsh mysthandsmentlstEmanuel
Swedenborgwaswidelyknowntohaveexperiencedmultiplevisions,

whohadadreamvisionofGodandJesusin1791; Chaneanneyand

HesSmihhadvisonsolChrisiorecedngherinistries, JonSamuel

Taylor,aPalmyraneighboroftheSmiths, heardChristcallhimtoa

publicministryinadrearm;andinthesameyeariVioroniappearedio

JosephSmith AsaWidreceivedoneofseveralrevelationsconiiming

Josephisinformationthatal Christianityhadgoneastray. 4 Richard

Bushmanhasfoundover32pamphletsrelatingpersonalvisonsinthe

period1783t01815—andthasearejusthepublshedones. %0
1T1eforceslhatdeterrn|nethefateandposlhurnousrepuiamnof

vitualyunaidedbythearbitersoforthodoxy.Suchwasthecase;for
examplewithJemimawWikinson,anativecfupstateNewYorklikeso
manyAmericanprophetsofthenineteenthcentury.Hertyphus-nduced
visionwasfollowedbyotherheavenlymanifestationswhichbecame
mesubstanceomerSundaysermonsmroughOtMareaSoonshe

fordecades. Eventuially, however, herinfluencewanedasquietyand
unspectacularlyasherunorthodoxcareerhadbegunyearsbefore As
hemmosisympatheticoiographeropined herfadingfromreligioushis-
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andmurderatthehandsofapaintedmoblenthimamartyr'saura,his
reputationbeforeandafierhisdeatharystalizedaroundtheBookof
Mormon,aparticuiarydurableexpressionafreligiousdoctine Fawn
Brodie'spsychobiographyofJosephSmithopenswiththeremarkthat
Smmvvasrashenough‘“tofoundanewrellglonlntheageofpnm-

g ¥ CetanyehosiepopuiapressouidegyavaistheSansdf

nmmnhwamumm NanvocdByodr - fooned
bytheSaintsimprudentdestrucionofthepresswouldbetheimme-

. ) . - i
:i;m;p 5:||:rzm| Je :IE: 3 ﬂilsl:;.'m _Egsuegs:b et

hehashroughtiorthandrandiatedtheBookoMormonwhichhetrans-
oommandmentsvxhchmmmsem|sbmdeMneandCc1venanls
ifjremfmen (D&ClSS 3). I

JacobBoehme(1675-1724),ashoemakerfromBremen,producedexten-
siveaccountsofhisothenworidyexperience. StephenHobhousecalls
himthegreatestmysticproducecbyanyofheChurchesoftheRefor-
mation”;bothWillamLawandNicolasBerdyaevregardedBoehmeas
“‘oneofthegreatesimysicsofalime W R Ingecompareshisnorks
to“amine,inwhich precious metalisembedded.” 56 Emanuel
Swedenborg(1683-1772)wasinsomewaysthemaostvisitleandhighly
respectedvisionaryoftheEnightenmentperiod,andhisvoluminous
witingshaveappearedextensivelyinanthologies.Heweaslaudedby
ImmanuelKant,guotedbyRalphWaldoEmerson,andapprovinglycited
andimitatedbytheyoungWiliamBlake. Boehme, Swedenborg,and

ahenvisonariesoouichaveheidetacorsasaelbuesiakoifer-

7

3
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Adamssexualnamre andthegeographyoﬁ-leavenandoﬂ-lell These
mustinmyjudgment,bedescribedas false”mythologywithoutthat

symbolovalueomelevanceioresiypossessechyaliue myths ke
thoseoPlaioandGenesss).

Seoond,thelanguageemployedmustreafimmitsowniimitedness,
SO I ey )
butcannevercapiure.NotethattheeditordismissesBoehmetothe
extenthathisworkscannotberelatedioreality'symbolically, 'or
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TTElnsstemeofNJgLsurlearldhls&m&ssorstrlan/vegobeyond
the'surfaod olsapiLratexdsiother Stupendousdepth wherein]
vveshuddenopeerdeep’ % BuedtmntoabellefthaiGodandhs

TaylorCaeeridgemeanswhenheexplainswhatisatstakeinthiskind
ofdualism: TheverygroundofalVirade, heprodaimed,is'the
heterogenetyoSpiiandViater” e 'Iheneﬁatie,ruhavxuobm,st

realmbeyondthehumanone.Ortheillusionofone,inanycase. As
WiliamJamessoastLielyolserved forsomereigiouspersons' o
ness isthesupremeimaginativereguirement Whenone'smindisof

thistype, hecontinues,one'sinemeedsindude ateverysiageoh-
Jeasioradecivesoimysieryandsplendordervedinthelasiresort
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fromtheGodhead” & Theimpressionorsensationofsomethingbeyond
language,inatherwords,suggestssomethingsublimeandworthyof
worship.

P I .
inexploringthisincommensurabiityofhumanspeechandhumanen-
couniemwihihedvine ScholaroimysticsmBEvelynUnderhiielersio
themysticalcommunionasexperienceof anesdence,aDivineDark”
“TeseeHimidenetheDakness” 8 jnadtasshepoinsaut ihes
becomeacommonplacevwﬂwvvntersonmysumsmtosay,malall

ishment ikeBoehme's dependsentirelyonthedegreetowhichhis
wiingyieldstothesitingof enlightened editors AsSEmersonex-
plainsinputingthemystichroughhisownidea-mil Theworidhas
asuredhemistypywhichiextradsiwhatisexoelentinischiden
andetsathenimiiesandimiationsothegrandesimind”’

I , irovield doficurativeoh
goricalreadingthatAugustineemployedonGenesis, hefareswel.

Whateverisfoundiohavethekindof mythology o 'symbolicvalue”
thaIBoehme sedrtorsoughtmayremajn V\/hatdoesnﬂssummanly

sionarywritihgsonmarriageaslongaswecanreadthemasmere

metaphor.
Inifeﬁnalanah/ss Swedenborg’ scx)niempcxalyfameandprodl-
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andBoehme thoughgratefuitotheSvedishvisionaryfor sotospeak,

shakingupChristianity,partedirorhimuponmaturetestofis'sys-
tem”  %8Orasarecentwitersummarizes,theheavenexemplifiedby

ebbicoshesnorsense” ®

Toomuchdetai andnatenoughpoetry.Or,asEmersonsumsuphis
appraisalofSwedenborg:inhisprofuseand accurae  imageryisno
peasurefortherssnobealty.” ™ Toomanyparticuiarsandhoienough
parabl&s |lwc>u|dseem ForS\/vedenborg smysuasmmso%eun—

dispeled Sudhdredrevelationisnowmade” ™ Infactothedeti-

[Theangels]saidalsothatmembersofthechurchwhocomefromthe
worldentertaininganideacfthree DivinePersonscannotbeadmitted

muselnheaveneveryonespealsﬂomhsﬂugmspeembangﬁm
fomhoughiiseiothoughispesking... Fomheavertheresagen
eralbommunicationofhoughtsohaiianyoneshoudentetherethink
ingofthreeandspeakingofone, hewouldbeinstantlydiscoveredand
teced b

7

7
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secretol’r‘neaveniskeptfromagetoage.NoimpmdenLnosma. iable

Lokt N
fearsofmortals.” 8 OnlysightlyearierthanEmerson,EdmundBurke
hadgvenarevealing romanicwistiathissamebrandofheoiogical
abscurantism: fisounignoranceoihingsthaicausesalouradmia
tm*dhegmmnpaﬂa”sﬁdea[bahagmiaas
fosay; sanchemamdoeiteoen”

ﬂep@en@ﬂrﬂmmmm,vwﬂfmﬂalmmbm

ofacreedalChrisianGod(orRudolfOtto's mysteriumtremendum”
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or'whalyotherorofEdmundBurke'ssublime jsinseparablefroma
vvoundedlanguage oneﬂwalretrealsfromanunhampered powerto

andrevelationswithunprecedenteddetalandspediicity. Fomhis
sketchofMoroni(“abovethecommonsizeofmen,garmentwithout
seamJohisdesarpionothepstes('Sxdanchesnvideandeghindhes
longandnotquitesothickascommontin®),Joseph’'slanguagewas

: . o o i
E'M. g_:.czlls h IEH: e ::E:E:' BI in Mor- qestonthet
vaedenborgandBoehmeaslvvomostpromlnentexamplesofsanmzed

moe et

7

9
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mentontheBookofMormon—whichtumsouttobeaphilological,not
dodinslxposionireitietahesdiodt ThelmesadSeasas e
putsiorestialseaccountsoftheetymalogyof Momon'”

statedthatthiswordwasderivedfromtheGreekwordmormo. Thisis
notthecase. TherewasnoGreekorLatinupontheplatesfromwhichl,
throughthegraceoftheLord translatedtheBookofViomon.Letthe
languageofthebookspeakforitself. Onthe523rdpageotthefourth
ediion,ireads:’Andnowoehaidwehavewriterthisrecordaccord-
ingtoourknowledgeinthecharacterswhicharecalledamongusthe
ReformedEgyptian,beinghandeddownandalteredbyus,accordingto
ourmannerofspeech. . . .ButtheL ordknoweththethingswhichwe
havewritten andalsomatnoneoﬁerpeoplelqmvemourlanguage
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HerefhenfhesLigedisputicsiencefo honectherpeapigconeth
ourlanguage; thereforethel ord,andnotman hadtointerpret after
thepeoplewerealldead.AndasPaulsaid, Theworldboywisdomknow
naiGod;'sathewordbyspecuisiionaredesiiteofieveltior.|
maysafelysaythattheword Momonstandsindependentofthewis-

assensmhmmoreauihonlyrhan thegraceoftheLord that we
havethewordMORMON;whichmeans, literally, moregood. Yours,
JOSEPHSMITH.” 85

ndedhsllmledHebe/\/slqllsloergageﬂ"leﬂ”eologarSUMr
ownground(“Thewordcreatecamefromthe[Hebrew]word baurau
whichdoesnotmeantocreateoutofnothing” 86) Smithhereemphati-

Mk - o
severaloogatesior good ( theSaxongoodtheDanegodihel aiin,

bonus;theGreek kalos;theHebrew,tob;andtheEgyptian,mon’),

8

1
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Thisdescriptionis the keytounderstanding theBookafiViormon's

AsaresultandunikethemysticaloutpouringsofaBoehmeora
Swedenborg lheBookofMormonwasseIdompresented—orrecelved

ingOldTestamentmodesafseership, JosephSrnmﬁnnh/preduded
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catedtoJosephthathiscommandments‘weregivenuntomyservants
mmmmmwmclm) But

TheUrimandThummim 1he(pnmpal)means by which Smithtrans-

mgoftheBookofMormon 'sstatusasthekindof ‘authoritative
dlsoourse ‘lhatooukjmlbewnderedfromtheprophemmprowoed

I SigNo
propheucaulmnlytheUmnarﬂrhummm]osephdaln‘edtomssess
connectedhimbothtoMosesandAaron,asprophetandhighpriest,

respectively.WhieBiblecommeniatorscontinuetodebatetheexact
namreofmeUnmandThummlm lheyshareaconsensusmal‘mey

anddaywihwhichJesushealedthebindmanihesacredoradessenve
asaphysicaloonduitfortheworkingofdivinepower,signalingthat
supematLiralfatherthannatural processesareatwork WithJoseph
Smithsenvingastransiatoratherthanauthor,acomiortablemidde
ground—thatﬂqerecord|sahumanproductpemapsment|ngsome

“WordofGod.”
Third,theUrimand Thummim,becauseoftheiroracularfunctionin

interpretersmakeJosephaholymediumratherthanhumansourceof

therecord Anyiexdtssiatusasmere inspirationalieratLre ispre-

Ny rsorathech rbothheoiG adl
thetransiationofihetext Theparticularpowerstheprophetimputed
tothesacredsionesthussenvepowerfullytoredefinethelimitsand
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P iimsckeideniied
nismsofthetranslationprocess, butsecondhandaccountsprovideus

agreethatJosephdidnoworkonthebasisofimpressionsorspecLiia-
tionthathehopedwasinspired. TheUrimand Thummim,inother

words,producedatransiationpreciselyinaccordwiththeoriginal

StevenHarperhasvmmenmarmoseV\MObecameMormonswereal-

andoldJemimaWikinson, complainedMomoneditonV.W.Phelps. )
InanyassessmenioiJosephispropheticsiatLre thefrstandgreatest
e\ndemelnhlsfavowvasiheBookoﬁ\Aorrmnhesomlrawbusb/ob-

mwmmmmmm ‘ofhe
BookoMormon  nas ismanneraionigininthetelingphrasesoofien
foundamongeartyproselytizers,oneelder,WandeMace,recordedin

hisoumatthat Wediscourseduponthefisiprinciplesotthegospel
andofthecomingforthoftheBookofMormon. Thiswasafavorite

Sugecwihme” 9 WiiamMicL elinaswesawplaceditieemphasis
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onthedoctrinalcontentoftheBookofiViormon,makingpropheciesof
iscomingarthevidencestidiuinuinessandesimonyolisnarth
‘hyfathemostiequentopid-hissemons” B Sooertralnesiiohis
messagethathecomplainedofhiscompanionJohni.Boyntonthatin
anothenwise'finediscourse, he'nevermentionedthebookafmonmmon
once."YetwhenMicLelinhimselimentionedittheiolowingtreatment
weslypicat thenaroseandreadthetesimonyofhethreaninesses
andreasonedupontheponerandioreedit” 9 Thereslityotheplaies
andtherangeliccourier;inatherwords natthecogencyofNepht's
Josephapparentyalsobelevedihemessage nas themannerofits
comingforthorhewouldhavespent someimewritingorpreaching
hwvheproduoeditlnan1834cmferenoe0feldersfore>enple he
“gavearelationofobtainingandtransiatingtheBookofiViormon
buihesaidanythingofiscontentyvehavenorecord. 10 DPuinghe

butittiealboutthe’ BookofMiormon. Heaverred, hwveverthatno-
bodywroteitbuthim.” 102|n1831, Daniel TylerheardSamuelSmith
andOrsonHydepreach.He, too,wasstruckbytheunexpectedwayin
V\mmlheBookofMormonfeamredmMormonproseruzmg “Elder

theprophethadshownthemtohim,andhehadhandledthemand
seentheengravingsthereon. Hisspeechwasmoreanarrativethana
semon” 1% Reviewingaimost2000artidesandpuiicationsontheBook
ofMomongoingbackto1830,woresearchersaffirmthis ‘tendency
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Book sad m\mrmmse(l)smnmmtrbrm
bearevelationfromGod;(2)Godwould nevergiveanymorerevela-
tonsomerafiethelBhe] 13) heBhlesubndoompee(4)
“Godhasimperativelyforbiddenanyaddition”;G)theBookofVior-
monisseenasanattempt todoaway withtheNew Testament’;and
finally,(B)itwesactualiywrittenbySolomonSpaLidingandSidney
Rigdon. 1%
informationontheMormonswasthereforenotsoilogicalasitmay
appear Hewrotetoareaderin1840; Wehaveneverseenacopyofihe
bookofiViormon,noranyabstractoftheircreeduponwhichwecould
uyrelyassiiexposiorolheiopnions Neverhelessheoori
dentlyadiudgeswithoutanysenseafirony, ThebookafiViormonisa

ofgrarrrnarWeha\/ermestanonnsawlgﬂwe\/\hohﬂ/sternlseno-
neous.” 197 Ashistorian-sociologist ThomasO'Deahumorously—but
accurately—summarizes: TheBookofMormonhasnotbeenuniver-

these Whenthepast DSpresidentEzraTafBensonjforinsiance pro-
claimsthatthe purposeofthe BookofMiormonistobringmento
Chist, 1 heisdoubtiesssincere Onemightindeedarguethatihepur-
possoiheBodaViomonkeheBesoevesl. Jesu sChiet”
SitherecanbelitiedoubthatihevestViommonmissonaryefiort
andthepivotalroleoftheBookofMormonitselfwouldhardlybe
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deemedsucoessﬂJIrfpubhcresponsetomeBookofMormonwerea

What distinguishes theBookofMlormonasareligiousdocument,in

, hedtecconitis . : I
BookofViormonwellexemplifiestheprinciplelaiddownby\Wifred
Cantwell Smithand William A. Graham,andendorsedby Shiomo
Bidemantheskemenioliconienisnothemaafadioinesiabishing
ojiure_Becaussolheenomoustherstyoinvhetssadrsoio-
urejcannabedeinedodharaceizechyisoonient” 1o -
oeeded |naV\/aynoomerrnodernreI|g|ousﬁguree\/er‘r\ad(ore\/er

toryofiviormonism’'sownrhetoricabouttheBookofMonmon.
asheminsteringangels thatattendisappearanceinthenaridine
Loddedares; proviefotheworidihat. . Goddoesinspremenand
calthemichishoywarkinthisageandgeneraionasiwelasingent
erationsoiod (D&C20:11).
Eventhosedisaffectedmemberswhocametorepudiatetheprophet
couldnatescapethelogicofhisconnectiontotheBookofiMionmon—
whichtheygeneralyrefusediorenounce Thethreewitnesses,allof
whombrokewithhimsooneroraterwereunwaveringintheiroelief
thattherecordheproducedwasunimpeachableproofthat atthetime
ofitstranslating,heheldthekeysofthekingdomasGod'sholy
pophet 1 Wiamvid_elnpnecinetwehveoiginel atierdaySaint
apostes smiarlygrewdisiiusionedwithJosephSmith'Sieadership
andwascutofffromthechurchnotoncebutiwice, thesecondtime
pemanently.In1880,oneJamesT.ColobhopingtodiscreditheBook
oiMomonwiotelettersiothasehethoughtmightprovidetelingies-
timony.HehadgoodreasontobeieveMclelinwouldiendhissupport
ohisproedandmusthavebeensuprisedoytheresponse! haveset
tomysealthattheBookofViormonisatrue,divinerecordandi
requiremoreevidencethanihaveeverseentoevershakemereiativein
ispurity havereadmanyBxposes haveseeralherarguments.
Butmyevidencesareabovethemalll”LestCobbmisunderstand,
MclLelinmadedearhiswordshrookednorecentchangeofheart |
havenofaithinMiormonism, hewwrote, noconfidencethatthechurch
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organizedbyJ.SmithandO.Cowderywassetuporestablishedasit
oughttohavebeen. . . ButwhenamangoesattheBookofVijommon|

Eventhepubishersofthe NawooBposior - whosefiercedenuncia-
tionsofJosephSmith's“abominationsandwhoredoms’precipitated
thepresssdesirucionandheprophefsmurderhadthisiosayinine
‘Preambieofthepaper'sirsiandonlyissue:

Wealverybeleve andmanyoiishonosurelyhathereigionof
tainedintheOldandNew Testaments,BookofCovenants,andBookof
Momon,isveriytrue;andthatthepureprinciplessetforthinthose:
booksaretheimmutableandetermalprinciplesofHeaven,andspeaksa
languagewhich,whenspokenintruthandvirtiue, sinksdeepintothe
heartofeveryhonestman: —hspreoepsamnvlgoranng arlenevery
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“NephiWiote ThisRecord™
TheBookofiMormonasAncientHistory,
Partl—TheSearchforaMesoamericanTroy

OnehundredyearsagoinMesopotamiaitwasdiscoveredthathistory
lesbehindheOldTestament.

—A.Parrot
TheBookofMomonaccountactuallydidtakeplace somenhere.

—JohnSorenson

Nn1990,momiesshartofthe TempleMountinJerusalemworkers
i " I hecsinaoiahi »

itedanamazinginscriptiononthelid:“YehosefbarQayafa——'Jo-
seph,sonofCaiaphas.” 1 Apparently, theyhadstumbledacrossthe
vSeatermainsol . . I

wereadafintheGospels.ivwouidbehardtoimagineamoredramatic
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andmyth,somethingmajorhappened. . . Whenasharpdiscrimination
betweenthesetwoweaspressedinWestemintellectualife, whathap-
penedbyandlargewasthattheWestoptedforhistoryandrejected

myth. . . Mightoneaimostmakesymbolicofinisdevelopment themo-
mem(eghteenheentury)whenBlshopUsshersdateof4004 B CWaS

ancientAmericanpersonage—beganbyrehearsingtohimtheentire

hisioryoftiheAmericancontinent“Wwesalsonformedooncemingthe
aboriginalinhabitantsofthiscountry,andshonwhotheywere,and

noni m&“ heroeheycamesh nslél_e_tl oherainp AN s;c_uiza i
blessngsobodbangﬁnallvathdrammfromﬂwemasapeople\mas
madeknowmnuntome.”  STheplatesareonlymentioned afer  thisnama-

vetheyhusspeaiBlyinhecapedtyoliesingouncomoo-
ratingtheancienthistoryrecitedbytheangel. Andindeed, after
desabingheplatesandhettransition Smithretumstotheroon:
tent,paraphrasingMoroniswordstohim:

s ; i . oG -
unfolded;fromitsirstsetiernentiyacdonythatcamefromthe Tower
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bationaryperiod,aswehaveseen, heseerr‘uedmoreexutedaboutthe
historicthantheheaveniyvistasopenedtohimbyMoroni. AsLucy

recalled, Inthecourseofoureveningconversations,Josephgaveus
Sumofﬂennstarnusngreatalsvmmmubbelnnglmd Hewould

how“oursonswouldendeavortogetthroughtheinvorkasearlyas

possible,andsay, Mather,havesupperearly, sowecanhavealong
eveningiolisteninJoseph’'SometimesJosephwouiddesaribetheap-
pearanceottheNephiestheimodeoftiessandwarfarehelimple-
mentsofhusbanay,etc,andmanythingshehadseeninvision” 8

“AncientAmericainNineteenth-CenturyCulture
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“Theabovework, containingabout600pages largeDuodecimo,snow
forsale whole-saleandretail atthePalmyraBookstore byHOWARD
&GRANDIN.” ° Thefirstformal publicannouncementofJosephSmith's
work,then,wasmadeinwordstakenfromtheBookofiViormonitsef,
adoons

The BookofMonmon anaooountwnuenbylhehandoﬁVlomm upon
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theywerebuildingatower. Theexoticnamesofpeoplesandancient
Amencanﬁguresmmroduoed Ether Neph| Mormon Lamanltes,

ofthemoundsandkindred Americanindianshadbeenpropounded
backinPuritantimesandearfier. DanielGookin Indiansuperinten-
dentforMassachusettsBayCalorny,mentionedinhisencydopedionork
lsraelies, Tartars ScythiansandVicorsaspossbleancesiorspefore
fuldetermination[ofthemeatierimustoelefiuntthedaywhendal

Hi hi ral i f |:‘ iGod?” 13

Butfevwverecontenttodeferspecuiationuntialotthefacts—or
revealediuths—werein Stuart) Fedeldescrbesthewidespreadhy-
pahessmongeringoongonnthesatyRepubic! Jefiersonenizively
concludedthatthelndiansancestorshadraisedthemoundsandbur-
ishedciMiizedrace, whohadbeenexterminatedbythelndians. The
dscwayohmndsmtheOhnoardepvalleys vvhdwvere

amoadmmkeurgheBo&oﬂ\/lommbyl&%O TheReverendEthan

93
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asthesixteenthcenturybytheDominicanfriarDiegoDuranandsaw
printy1607/nGregoioGarcals Ogrothehdarsofhe\enVotd
ThefirstEnglishpublicationonthesubjectwasprobably Thomas
Thoowgoods  JenanAmenicaaPobabliesThatheAmercansareof
taRace  (1650)whichinfuencedhePurianiohrBictMorenfuen:

felneslamesAdarsier HealeATetanitans (Lodond775).

HeasBoudna( ASantelest 1816ndlosaPrie( Theoroasof

NavreardProvoerce 1825amuedhesameponidargereedershis. v
Notheiothertheoriesiothesetingolinshermisphersdchnioon:

tinuetocompete.Nineteenth-centuryexplorerJohnLioydStephens
wasntexaggeratingwhen,expandinguponthecandidatesmentioned
byGookin,heassertedthat underthebroadrangeallowedbyade-
scentiomihesonsoNoahheJewsheCansanitesthePhoenidans,

theCarthegnianstheGreekstheScythiansnancentimesheCh-
nese,theSwedes, theNorwegians,theWelsh,andthe Spaniardsin

modem,havehadascribedtothemthehonourofpeoplingAmerica.” 18
Butingeneral believersandskepticswerecomingioagreethat the
idea. hethelndansaredescendenisoheJens. . peneraly
entertainedamongtheleamed.” 19 SothepitchofSamuelSmithand
feloamissionaries( {doyouwishiopurchaseshistoryolteornign
ofheindans? Wasanappesaiohelamiarnotichenovel

AbnerCole mhopemapsdidasmuchtoinﬂameandshapepublic

canindianrealiies. WhietheBookofMomonwasinpress,hehad

| :ZIEE; :l:l":.k. 5_:ﬂ : '“EEE :ﬁls: | ATy
soonasthebookwasavailablebypublishingtwosatiresinJuneand
andbblicaldicionwithAmericanindiancaricatures, MiddieEast-
gravitaswithirontier-absurd. ThuswegetnattheBookoNephiout
diggers—completewith"Egyptianraiment,...Indianblanketand

moccasins” 2 Cole'sparodiesthussenvedtosoldifypopularpercep-
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oftheaboriginesofthiscountry.” 2 SotheBookofiViomonvirtLially
askedinbeevaluatedasancientAmericanhistory,andmockerslike
Colevverehappytooomply

looaGeness19Fzakiel37 andsaa Powihheireierencesiche
descendentsofJoseph,a‘stickofEphraim,”and“amarvelouswork

‘T aketheeonesudc’lheLordhadcommandedEzelqel “andwiite
uponitForJudshandiorthechidrenofisraehiscompanionsthen
tekeanotherstick andwiteuponitForJosephihestidolEphraim,
arﬂforalltfekuseoﬂsraelhsoompanms JewsandChrsnans

95
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fmrevelioniothemodemword.” % Ontheotherhand,asLDSde-
fenderHugthbIeyargues archaeologymaybebettersuitedto

Cdesparodesnmtrsardr\g,lheBookoﬂ\AomU)dm‘tdmbe
earynativeAmericansincanoesandmoccasins, buthighlydeveloped
avizaionsnirtmightydiies (Bher923)temples@Nephil 1),
“Spadiouspalaces (Mos.11:9).and manyelegantandspaciousbuid-
ings...omamentedwithfinework...andallmannerofprecious

s Viss118)recdicnwiersolhepisesdesatecpouc

ingsyregoguesandsanaLiaieHa3 1) inislyonyaidmegr
nanonoouldseeshadmrsofsuchopulenoeandgreatrmgmhevast
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; o —
freindansetiersofAmericathetprevalednJosephSmitiscay” e
A iriciok i

bookwasreferencedorexcerptedivetimesinthechurch’'s Timesand

Charl&'lTunp&JnslBle EvtderumofcﬂheBookoﬂVkJnm The

MdvmﬁedanWMgthemound buﬂdersleftbehlnd “DISCOVERY
OFANCIENTRUINSINCENTRALAMERICA’ranaheadlineinthe

Febuaryl833ssuedf  TheBvenngandheMomingSar

ALATEnumberoﬂheLondonLiteraryGazelIe oontainsaletterfrun

bansm ﬂeseM|nse)¢endbmoreManMenlym|bs andmustan-
centlyhaveembracedacityanditssuburbs. Theprincipaledificels
supmsedk)l"lavebeenapalace fu*medoﬂ\mm/sdgallemelgm

97



98

BY THE HAND OF MORMON

i hebir ol s etk S
bookofiMormon,andthebookofiiormonisgoodtestimonythatsuch
thngsssdiesachvizaionprioicheioureentoeniuypied
inAmerica”

SoevenastheGalindoexplorationintensiiedViommoninterestin

) iod —
“E.E“:.E ZIEE:”:.EE:IZQW. :n G
lanwn&wereﬂilermnpased\mhnapanhemmemoomemof

V\holeandIBoonnecIednessvmmmeBookoﬂ\/lormon
Inparticuiar,sincethepliateswerefoundinNewYork JosephSimith
wouldhimselfcontinuetofindevidenceandmakeconnectionsfrom

Panamaiolhel—hIICurruah ShortlyatterthepublicationoftheBook

Zion'sCamp,whichdepartedonMaylandsoonprovidedfodderfor
thechurdhsisiameteuradhesdlogists.

WittordWoodruff,oneofthecampmembers,recordedinhisjour-
relhet

Duringourtravelswevisitedmanymoundsthrownupbytheancient
inhabianistheNephitesandLamanites. Thismoming June3dwewent
ontoahighmoundneartheniver. . . Onthesummitofthemoundwere
stoneswhichpresentedtheappearancedfihrecaltars theyhavingbeen
ereded oneabovetheatheracoodingiatheandenioderofhings Hu-
panbmewxemeempm!fegmurd.BrtﬁHJosephrquesledsmdig

EastemseatotheRockyMountains.AlthoughtheBookofiViormondoes
notmentionOnandagus,hewasagreatwarior,leader,general,and
butwaskiledbytheamowfoundstickinginhisbackbone Therewasa
greatsiaughteratthattime. Thebodieswereheapedupontheearthand
buriednthermoundwhichisnearlythreehundredieetinheight
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BookoViomonemion(D&C310192830324954).
ThementalmapthatJosephmusthavebeenformingforBookof
MormonhistoryapparentlyencompassedbothnorthandsouthAmer-
cancontinents Twovirtuallyidenticalmaysexist alegedyproduced
byJasephhimseffentiied AchartanddescripionofMoronistrav-
elsthroughthiscountry” % ThemaplocatestheBookafiViomon'stand
BountiisdH SenrefscAmenicaheshenods seringpont’
belonthereferenostoCentralAmerica,andidentifiesSall_ake Inde-
pendence,Missoun,andNauvoo, llinois.Alsonotedis‘Commorre
[Cumorah]N.Y"Intheright-handmarginarethewords, Moroni's
TravelsstartingfromSentralAmericatotheSanchilsArizonathenio
SaltLakeU[tah), Tleritory],thentoAdamonDiammonMo,thento
Nauvoo, llthentolndependenceMo, thentoKirilandOhiothento
CumorahNY.”
effortsofJosephandhisbrethrentoidentifyBookofiviormonlands
wouldincreasinglyfocussouthward—farsouthward. ActualBookof
Momondescriptionsofgeographygivereaderslitietogoonbyway
olabsoutelocationMosiprominenisprobablytheofrepestedreier
encetoanamowneckafland thatseparates thelandnortwerd”
from'thelandsouthward."Placingthis neck mPanamaseemedlhe

ardsaerwAlewdemeunboktheqammV\ArdmervwdeWm
theruinsofNorthandSouthAmericaprovided'sufficientevidence
wiiterJohnLloydStephensandthearchitecturalartistFrederick
CatherwoodretumedfromCentral Americaandwerepresentinglec-
turesontheirdiscoveriestoenthusiasticaudiencesinNewYork The

publicsawilustrationsandhearddescriptionsofiermplecomplexes,
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tothemonumentsofEgypt, Greece,andRome. TheNauvoochurch
peperihelunelSssuejepmiedherepotiomine Newyak\eeld
Herald withthe banner,"“AMERICAN ANTIQUITIES—MORE PROOFS
OF THE BOOK OF MORMON.”

BookofiViommoncivization. ((‘.LmsyLTanPenySpeaalCdedrm
HaroldB.LeeLibrary,BrighamYoungUniversity,Provo,Utah)
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Afewmonthslater,inSeptemberof1841,JohnM.Bemhiselsent

JosephecopyofSiephensisieshypubkshed IncoertsoflaveiCen-
taAmecaChipesandyicaan IneiisEngishianguagesooouniof
tfeMayanuvizanonardanmn‘edlaleb&dseler(lmnMgsard
20000copiesintreermonths). 3 Thidandmarkeveninthehistoryof

Americanarchaeologywasalsoadefiningmomentinthehistoryofthe
Bookofiviormon.Overthenextseveralmonths,Joseph,inhiscorre-
spondenceandediorialsivhichhewroisorsupenvised) evincedacon-
fidentsensethattheBookofMormonwasactuallynowemergingas

oricarthisoicahhareheck oo
TheBookofMormononglnaleappearedonacm/dedstagevwm

JewshlndlarwveanngmoocasursandspeahngEgypuamvassmplya

Now, \Mmmedevelopmentsushered|nby8tephensandoompany

byotm'psetxjogeneabngﬁheAmencanlrﬂan Not]usﬁaecause
theBookofiiormondaimedadivineorigin,butbecauseitwas not a
kmﬂfrel\latm«mmnlmiarsmre)darmamrmjobb

Wemmetdfebarkcfariver andsa/vdiredyopmsiteastmewall

otherhistorycould. AsKarlAckermandescribesthesituiation,the
Stephenshookdramaticallyintensifiedaconundrumifirstcreatedioy
I I i , o
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ciiesinthe Americas”inthe 1820s. Beginningwith Alexander
HurrbokjfmnwhsmvsttoMemnmmnmm

JosephwasquicktoseehowtheBookofViommonhadanivedonthe
sceneotthismysterywithimpeccabletiming. Respondingimmediately
totheStephensaccount JosephwiotebadktoBemhisel thankinghim
fothekindaresentandecsaiicalydedainghet torespondsivin

el i herciclsy 2 o

discoveredbyStephensandCatherwood.Unaccountable, thatis,ex-
ceptbyreferencetotheBookofiViommon.

Beboratingthisviewinhatsame TmesadSeasons  atdetheaur
thovwiies! Frienj heiresserches iohehso dhiscoL Ty,
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ofwar,ofhusbandry,andomamentsofsiver, brass, &c—weretoex-
aminetheBookofMormon,theirconjectureswouldberemoved,and
theiropinionsaltered;uncertaintyanddoubiwouldbechangedinto

) .
* E.' her :.E.:EE' ey :"':.i c Elﬂi:lslstlllgsltl Eml YA
Theinuinsspeakotthergreatness;heBookofViomonunfoldstheir
history.”AsStephenshadwritten,onedayinCopan,onelookatthe
soneworkandstgewassuficentoconvincehimthattheywerevien
ingnomonumentsfromearlyNativeAmericans, but theremainsof

I e Tdecoherah T . :

historyrecordedbyancientAmericanprophets hiddenintheground
bythewarrior-prophetiVioroni,andrevealedanewandtranslatedby
mNmﬁcanlrxz!bpS‘bﬂEnggesi\/eprntograpimﬂ\Aayanmirs
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boxinwhichtheplateswereburied. Decadesafterhisownapostasy
andJoseph'smartyrdom,Whitmerrelatedtoa ChicagoTimes  reporter
that threetimeshashebeenatthehilCumorahandseenthecasket
thaiooniainedheiabieisandheseersione Bventualyhecaseted
beenwasheddowntothefootofthehil butivvestobeseerwhenhe
lsvisiedhehistoriqpiace” 4 Shomoloelestalgoryonisonary
resduejhecurableconiaineremainedioWhimer'smindatieastas
unimpeachablyrealastheupstateNewYorkcountryside.

WiththeStephenspubicationof1841 asfarassomeofiheleaders
inNauvoowereconcemed mattersseemednowdeartysetiied. Even
themoastoredulouscannotdout, theeditorofthe TimesandSeasons
wrote. Thesewonderfulruinsof Palengue  areamongthemightyworks
oftheNephites—andthemysteryissolved."FHomaconcreteconnec-
tionbetweentheBookofiViommonandandentruins,iwashbutasmeal
steptomakingpasiivecorrelationsbetweenNephieplacenamesand
thetMestamericancounierparts inhissameissueforeampeines
afimedthat Lehi. landedslitiesouthofthelsthmusoDarien

(Panama).” %
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behindanannouncementinthecitynewspaperthatcarmedthefull
weghioheavenlydearee!’AccordingioeReveltionreceivednolong
since,itappearstobethedutyofthemembersottheChurchofJesus

ChrisiolL atier-daySainis obingoNauvootheipredousthings,

udesanioLies, . asnebdsapionsanchercgyhcsfote
purposedfestablishingaMuseumofthegreatthingsofGod,andthe
invertionsoimenaiNauvoo, Theookedionof ancentrecords manu
saptspeiningsancheroghphics” _ Staongwinhedly baywes
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B.H.Roberts

Athetumofhecentury afterthetravalsoiVissourandmartyrdom
intheEast,andthenmigrationandoolonizationinthe\West Mormorn-
srT\eniaed\malEEErdeenreferredbastrrrmsmmrdera—

theOldandNewWordsforBookofiViormonauthenticity. Theyworked

toconstructaccherentintemalgeography;iocomelateBookofMor-
monnamesmhMDdleEastemorMAmencancounterparts and

mousidedaingwesB H Roberts(1857-1933) Fomhisirsiexper
encedebatingaCampbeliteministerontheBookofiViormonin1881,
RobertswasdevotedtodefendingtheMormonscripture. WhileinEn-
glandasachurdhmissionpresidentin1887and1888 hestudiedinthe
PoonLioarycdledingnoiesonAmericanarchaecogythaioouicsene
asextemalevidenceinsupportoftheBookafiViomon. & Thethreevo
umesotheworkthatresuited, NevMinessesrGod Appearedin1895,
1909,and1911 Onenceworthyoontrbuionothiswastodifierentate
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ographyandarchaeology,whichhethoughtwasnot Thelatterwas
doomediofailaccordingtotheBookofMomonitself, hereasoned,
sincethecataclysmicupheavalsinthe\WWesterHemisphereaccompa-
nyingthedeathofChristasdescribedin3Nephiwouidrendermod-
emdayidentiicationofNlephitermonumentsandplacesimpassie.
l\le\,emelessumngtohlsstudyof AmermnaquUMes ‘and

steelandforhorses,cows,andotherdomesticanimalsmentonedin
theBookafiviormon Raobertshelievedhehaddealtsuccessfuly—though
notdefinifvely—withthethreatstoBookofiViormonaitherticty.He
condudedthevoumeshyexpressingooniidencathet dliiemoreime,
alitiemoreresearch \wouldprovide' thedatanecessaryforacom-
emphasize” % Thoughflawedandnotevenentirelyself-comvincing,
RobenswkaVvastfennsteM/edefer\seoﬁleBookoﬂ\Acmm
thathadbeenproduced tothattime.

Mearwhie,BenaminCiuff,Jr. prwdentoanghamYourgAmd—
emy(Universiyafier] 903) persuadedhechurchindficalysandion
thefirstaciuialforayintoBookofiViormonarchaeology. 8 UnderCluff
whowastrainedinpedagogyandmathematics,aragtaggroupmade
upmostiyofstudentsbegananaudaciousexpeditiontoSouthAmerica
iN1900 Athoughtheyhopedicamassalmanneroiscentiicdatahe
mnpurposemstodtsowermeNephltewplalonarahemla,be-

theprecesscizaioneoVescemerca(Cingfam 2000 BAD AD
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evdemedBookoﬂ\AonmnavizanonlnCobmblammlaerBdnlgoo
headedbyBenjaminCluff,PresidentofBrighamYoungAcademy.
(CourtesyL_TomPenySpedalCollecions HarodB Leel brary,
BrighamYoungUniversity,Provo,Utah)

lectualcautionwouldbecometheruleinBookofiViormonarchaeology
formanyyearstocome. &
11890, aseri&eofmxallreicsardarﬁfadshadbeenfoundin

Thenin 1920 mechurohoonvenedaoommltteetoprepareanew
editionoftheBookofiviormon.Aspartoftheinvork theyexamined
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thefoonotesthroughoutthe1879version Afterevaluatingthebases

monwasdisburdenedofany particuiar  geographicaldaims. Thenew
OnAugust22,1921 ayoungmembenwrotealettertochurchapostie

JamesE. TamagethatwouldshakeupthewordofViormonapologetics

Mamonism Thelriedetiersoundedroutineenough: DeaDr Takmege,”

wioeW ERier, Duingthepastewyearshaveassodatedandhad

somereligioustiscussionswithsomenon-Viomons.Mr.CouchoWash

ington,D.C. hasbeensmdyngtheBookoﬂ\/lormonandsumee

2 HaNcanmeBookoﬁ\/lormonmenuonthehorselﬁlwasnonn-
troduceduniithetimeofiheConquest?

3 HowcanNephimentionhavingabowofsteelbeforesuchmetal
wasknowntotheJews?

4 HowcantheBookafiviormonmention“cimiters beforetherise
of Mohammedan power?

Morrrmproblems hadmbeenaltogetherascn"lvrx:ngaslv\mkj

Thishonest,andapparentysurprising,recognitionthatBookof
Mormonapologeticsrequiredmorethanpassingreferencetoafew
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Guatemalanruins markedalumrgmniforbthobenspasoraly

Atsomepointinhisstudies,Robertshadfoundothergroundsfor
concemaswelwhenheexaminedparallelsbetweentheBookofVior-
monandtheworkofanineteenthoenturyminister;theReverendEthan
Smith.Smith's ViewoftheHebrews ,publishedin1823andagainin
1825wasacompendumoievidenceiortheHebraiconiginsofheAmert-
canindian.Robertsneverpubishedhisresulingtrestise, /ABookof
MomonStudy, butitprovidesanelaboratecaseforthepossibiity
thatSmith's Views  couldhavefumishedJosephwitha‘groundplan”
forhisownwork Robertspublidyandprivatelyafimedhisbeliefin
thedivineoriginsoftheBookofViomonuntihisdeathin1933 buta
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™ Jeeams

ﬂEBookoﬂ\/Ia'rrmarxjerargadmnerecord %
Churchapostie JohnA.WidtsoeconcurredinhisOctober1927re-
oo hed et il
heharborednodoubtthat

withinthenextfewyearsftheBookaofViormonjwillbecomoboratedby

; ; . i i
daysago—avisitingEnglishman—thateverynewdiscoveryinAmeri-
(:anardlaeobgytendstowmnmmmqoﬂheBookoﬂVIom\on We

AndintheOctobercorerenceof1928,ElderleviEdgarYoungex-

pressedhisconfidencethat WhatarchaeologisishavedonefortheHoly
BileintheHolylLand,archaeologistswildofortheBookofiViormon
HheancoiAeica” el I ok
Butheexqressedoonidencethaisudnoiscoveries inhenotardisant

oy »
'.“L.E IEB;E:EIHB.EFMEE:.: oviam IEHIH dSemic
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intheBookofViormorwilbemadedearerbyarchaedlogists,asthey
havedoneinMesopotamia,Palestine,andEgypt.” 7 Skmonthslater,
ElderJamesH.Moylepresentedinthesameforumscatteredevidence

Aslgrowolderliketodigintothearchaeologyandtheethnologyof
Amenwsonmvhatmnlvahawewofgemrghngstoteﬂother

\AmagoodsmenasaMrnonytomeBookoﬂvlormon? n

TheNewWorldArchaeologicalFoundation

Nevwmndsbegantoblcwwn1945 vx/nenmene\NpreSIdentoangham

M.Wells]akamnmeoﬂfeﬁrsﬂVbrmorsfcmnMamdasarw
cheedogist & Threeyearsiater;thenewDepartmentofArchaeology
sponsoredisiisiednvarkdsouheasiamiViexoo Thenjnhel 950s,
anamateurscholamamedThomaskFerguson(presentonthatiirst1 948
dig)triedtonudgethechurchiurtherintoaneweraofengagement
withBookofiVilormonarchaeology. Untiinow,churchleadersandin-
lellecluals frmﬂmptﬁmﬂmBH Robaﬁqaﬂxatednﬂ"eex

toverifythe BookofMormonthroughfieldworkintheruinsof
Mesoamerica.HetraveledtoMexicoandGuatemalain1 946 visiting
museumsandruins,identifyingBookofMlormoncities,andfiiming
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theQuorumofthe Twelve.Widtsoerespondedenthusiasticallytothe
presenision

SoonFergusonwaspublishingarticlesandastudyofBookofiVior-
mongeography.HemademoretripstoCentral Americaandfoundan
imporanioolaboraioinVilorR HunieramemberotheHrsiCound
ofSaventy Togethertheypuished AncertAmencaandheBookoMor-
mon in1950. Ferguson wmsewerzealcusnessr’rnybesugg&dedbyhs

Fergusonsenthimandgavetheyoungenthusiastencouragement More

changedtotheNewWorld Archaeological Foundation(NWAF)—and
0300450 (S KVSS (0500 GI. : GNOOH l::.‘I:: S(0US0
leadersWidtsoeandHunter,andtheadvisorypanelofprominentnon-
MomonscholarsincludedAlfredV.Kidder,GordonF.Ekhdm(ofthe
AmericanMuseumofNaturalHistory),andGordonR. Willey (of
Haverd) EsieermedabicatardhaeciogsWIF Abrighiofierechiscon:
gratulationsandsupportand ThorHeyerdahiwroteFergusonthathis
ownrecentworkconfirmedthat therewasawhitepeopleinSouthem
MexicoandGuatemalamanycenturiesbeforeColumbus.” 8
Thefoundanmwasemreschommssoned |nthevvordsoﬂ<|d-

archaeologistsfromHarvard,Camegie, andtheAmericanMuseumof
NaturalHistorywereapparentywilingtoconsidertheBookofMior-
nmaSWSUMngasenoustheoryoﬂ\A&eoamermnpeophngtobe

asadramanccomlngofageforBookofMormonstud|es ANNWAF
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fieldworkbeganunderthedirectionofiViexicanarchaeologistPedro

AmiesheinnierOvethenext
severalyears(andwithchurch
fundingfrom19550n
conductedsuccessiulfieidwork,
excavaiedseveraiuinsandoub-
ishednumerouspapersandii
ings.Excavationsshedenomous
lightonarangeofoccupations
thatspanaperiodoothpreceding
andpostdatingNephitehistory.
Theyunearthedootieryfouines,
codicesfombs,andcanalworks—
asoondusiveasNephisombThe
mostimpressivefind,inFergu-
son'sopinion,wasasetoftiny
incersectont .
parently dating between400
andr0 e cThebbicarcheedo-
gs\WFAbighidentiiedhe
markingsononeas‘degenerate
cartouchesofMiediterraneanin-
Spraion” 8 Jnesubsequentoook,
Fergusoniistedsome300cuiural
elementsthathearguedparalel
MiddeEastemcuitLre. 8 Hisen-
thusiasmwassuchthathewas
soondiscussingadocumentary
fimproectwith TwentiethCen-
tury-FoxandaBookofMormon
ies,withhotelierWilardMar-

e  NWAF

TheTlaticoseal Themarkingson
tsondersedca700-400 BG)
controversialydescrbechy
FWALightathical
acheedogees tegenerae
cartouchesofMiediterranean

epigton

Milwaukee PublicMuseum)
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ot  © ThoughhislasinginfuenceuponBookofViormonscholarship
wesnegighle Fergusonddmuchatthetimetoraisethevishiityof
BookofMormonresearch.

ThroughoutmuchcﬁheLDScommunrly exuberantoptimismecon-
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4 . .NoneotheprindpalOldWoriddomesticatedfood plantsorant
meals(exceptthedog)occumredintheNewWordinpre-Columbian
fimesAmecanindenshachonhestbarey cetsimietjioecattie,
pigs,chickens, horses,donkeys,camels, before1492.(Camelsand
horseswereintheAmericas,alongwiththebison,mammoth,and
mastodon,butaltheseanimalsbecameexiinctaround10,000 & cat
thetimetheearybiggamehuntersspreadacrosstheAmericas,)

5 IonsedgassandskverenaiusednheNewWWordbefore1492
(exepionocasonabssolnemeled meieariaan).... Tivemetah
lurgywasimitediosouthemViexiocoandheAndeanregion,..jand

ogyandnoe)q)ertonNaMchkjprmmyhasdscoveredorm
fimedanyrelationshipbetweenarchaedogicalremainsinViexicoand
ardhaeoogicaremainsinEgypt
tohaveoccuredinanypartotheAmernicasbefore1492exceptiora
fewNorseruneswhichhavebeenfoundinGreenland.

9 TherearecopesofiheBookofViommonintheloraryoftheNational
MuseumofiNaturalHistory, Smithsonianinstitution.” a

YetevenastheSrnleronlanatlemmdeppr&esuwarrantedm-




FIVE

“1NephiWiote ThisRecord™
TheBookofiMormonasAncientHistory,
Part?—TheSearchioraRationalBelief

Lok P L
imed  tetherss room fooubengnsiuciedoyrevelion Hov-
evemponwpposmonofsudwarevelahonwemustbewppowdtobe

OrsonPratt thatangelsministeredtoJosephevenashelookedupon
theplates Wihnaturahvison™—thesearealsomanyechoesolathor-
oughgoingMormonmonismthatcannothelpbutattachtotheword
“iahedogcalyidiosynosioale.
MorespediicalyheMomondoctinedfiaithfoundedonheBook
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enmentsaysAimasteal. . becauseiidightandwhatsoeveris
ioghtisgoodecausaisdscembe (AIMe3226-:35) Nounrekied
toalhiswelincktypcaleatureoMomonreigousraciossthe
monthlyaffirmationin‘testimonymeetings”thattheindividual
‘knonsthechurdistiuethat JosephSmithissprophetandsolornth.
Faithjnathenwordssthepresumpivepreludetoknowiedgesthetvo
Ontheotherhand,thekindofknowledgetowhichMormonsaspire
isnatonethatcanbeobtainedindependentlyoftheroleoftheHoly
GodjheesainosiuhFaishyheponedieHoyGhost
Moronifirmsihet yemayknowthetruholalhings (Mo 105).
Sl evenasMormorwldatsafﬁrmonlheonehardlhamarrmnt

Sl”d@tfdﬂiage(ikseph%sfarmsdamhatmm

HughNibley

Nooneinthehistoryofiviormonscholarshiphasdonemoretoestal-
ishraionalgroundsiorbelieintheBookoViomonthanHughNbley.
Acquiringimpressivescholartycredentials(summacumilaudefrom
UCLAandaBerkeleyPh.D dissertationvwitenintreeweeksin1938)
beforeheadingofftowar,Nibley'sseriousengagementwiththeBook

ofMormonbeganatNormandyontheappropriatelynamedUtahBeach

onuneb 1944 neshenendhereherecals thaireahyhime—
howastonishingtheBookofiViormontrulyis. ithadneverhitmebe-
Mormonwas.” 3

Afterthewar, hsﬁrslvmkonﬂmbjedvmsal%pece The

pstheydd
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wlbﬁnglstfemsem—soemnWml highlyimaginative,or
extravagantyimprobabie ?lsislocaloolorcomect andareitsproper

namesconvincing?Untirecentyearsmenwereaskingthesameques-

ternalandmonumentalevldeme Justsotheproblemoleephlsto

establishbathits Egypticty andits ‘Arabicity bylikeinnumerable
.. 4

H corihebod essIVidd
MesoamericanculiLrehasbeentypicaloMibley'sapproach Ashehas
Oldworld.Youwon'tinditintheNewMorld.” 5Accordingly,ashis
ediorexpiains; DrNbley'sbroadknowedgeofheancentNearEast
.. alowedhimtoreconstructtheprobablecuituralbackgroundsof
menl|keLeh|andNeph|arxjtoreadbetweentheI|n&s|ntheBookof
eniiyevid ihei ol 5
LieMacePousis paiarecbene thefisiotypegesoineBook
n ieibley sarolysisai o

wugywmuy B chdeEastem Palesunesajmralard

nowexists.” Nibleycomparesthe BookofMomon“Hermounts”(a

widoountryofiheborderiands)withtheEgyptian Hermonthis, the:

lndoiMonihgodofvdpiaesandhings)andponisouthetuls

eyes oftheBookofMomoncharactersPaanchi Korhor,andPahoran.

PaankhitumsouttobeanEgyptiannameintheseventhcentury BG
; oot i o 8 Intis
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. . i seekinoio
bunkSmiﬂ1’svwitingsﬂ1atW1enmeBookofMormonvvasvmitIen

nowrecognizedMiddle Eastempractice(‘whichnoBedouinwould
valeysfoundalongthejoumeyafierfamilymembers. 1 Subsequenty,
thebandburiesishmaelataplace not namedbythem—fifwascalled
Nahom,"andtherethewomen'didmoumexceedingly (1Nephi16:34).
TheArabicrootNHMmeans'tosighormoan,”andtherelatedHe-

brew Nahunmmeans‘comfort,"Nibleyinformsus. 21n1978,aneigh-
teenth-centurymapwasnoaticedindicatingaplacenameNehhm'in
b : I i :

thatname'sauthenticitysurfaced.Inthatera,aGermanarchaeology
teamdiscoveredacarvedaltarafendozenmieseastofimodemSana
inYemenjnsaibedwithareferencetothetribeoNihm,andanather

iholkensoiion s oundiot 3 "
IheveryareaWr‘nereNeph| sreoordlocatesNamm thesealtarsmay

Andhespakealsounto emuelOthatthoumightestbelieuntothis
valley,fimandsteadfast andimmovableinkeepingthecommandments
ofheL odl(INephi29-10)

i . shescricad .

g ¢ teyarewhaiGemanschoarshavecaled Quekrieder  songEn+
spiredbyrunningwater;theyareaddressedtooneormoretraveling
companonstheyareharstoryuginghehearerichelethatinghe



THE SEARCH FOR A RATIONAL BELIEF 121

Nephi(‘“Nahom”)whenhispartypassedthroughwhatwouldbecome
modem+dayYemen.(Courtesyl ehi's TrailFoundation)




Twoexamplesofandentwiingonmetalplates.
Left  TheCopperScrol3Q15fromQuimran,
25-100 c e(PhotographbyBruceand
KennethZuckerman,WestSemiticResearch,
o )

Bebw: ThePiesoDanusllaseioigodand
shverpiaiesiomPersajourtoeniuy BC
(Courtesyl_TomPenrySpedalColeciors,

HarodB Leel ibrary,
BrighamYoungUniversity,Provo,Utah)
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byanearcontemporaryoflehi’theCopperScroliromtheDeadSea
caveswmserrmge abwlihereoordmgandstonngolbronzeand

Mormon, andoverahundredomerexamplesofanaentwrmgon
meiiaes. 5
Insubsequemsmdles Nlbleymovedbeyondtl“»evwmrlgsoﬁ\leph|

theBookofMormonandtheOldwWorld, byfarthemaostimpressive,”
hewies; sheexacanduldesaripionofielongooronaionrie
desoribedinthebookofViosiahwiththe'stiandardNearEastemoorn-
nationceremoniesastheyhavebeenworkedoutthroughtheyearsby
thejpatiemisisoiCambicge” 1
ThecoronationherefersiooccursatthetempleinZarahemiayvhen
KingBenjaminaddressesmultitudesofpeoplewhohavegatheredio-
gethertowitnesshisbestowalofihekingdomonhisson,Masiah.The
ceremonyindudesanumberoielementsthatNideyfindsparaleledin
atenthroenuryacoouniofhecoronationofhePrincecheCapivy

lheE>alard1thenreadst0thepeoplefromtheBod<cn‘lheLaN Inthe
caseofBenjamin helikewisereviewsthemoralcode( thatyeshouid
[nafmu—rder,orplunder;orsteal, orcommitadultery’) exhortshis
peopleto“keepthecommandmentsofmyson,orthecommandments
ofGod\AhlchshallbedeINeredumoyoubyhlm "andremindsthem

ceremony.Insum,Nibleywrites,“theknowledgeofthe YearDrama
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andtheGreaIAesembNhasbeenbrwghtforhpeoebypeoemthe

JanmChammq«uchxdonJaoolelgranandfomEnM
DivinitySchooldeanGeorgeMacRae( fisolbsceneforamantoknow
thatmuch,”hegrumbled,hearinghimlecture),Nibleyhasdonemore

I tierachet ErkoLEEdbR ol
BookofMormon 23Insp|red|nlargemeawrebyh|swoﬂ<,amorere-

2

TheFoundationforAncientResearch
andMormon Studies (FARMS)

dasscacho i ; o~
ofMomonstudieswiththeincorporationofFARMS—theFoundation
forAncientResearchandMiormonStudies—in1979 thesameyearthat
I o vl isseddaimsoiheire I
ofViormontforfieldwork. UnliketheNewMWoridArchaeologicalFour-
dation(NWAF),Welch'sorganizationneverapproachedtheBookof
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e ) vRal :
danonunabasmdh/operat%ormemmpuonmameBookoﬂvlor

ofcautiousness.Perhapsleamingfromthefrenziedoptimismof
Fergusonandomers Welchconveysamoremutedapproach “While

TheresearchstrategyatFARMSisalsoadramaticdeparturefrom
thearchaeologicalobsessivenessoftheNWAFanditspredecessors.
ThoughnothimselfaffiiatedwithFARMS, HughNibleyprovidesa
kindointelecualrationaleiorisorientation andhisvoluminous
workshecameoneofFARMS'smostambitiouseditingprojects.Like
Nibley,researchersat-ARMShaveiocusedonintemalevidenceinthe
book,emphasizingOldWorldparallelsratherthanNew\oridruins.
RecognitionofonesuchOldWorldparallelinparticularlaunched
Welch'sowncareerasaBookofMormmonscholarandapologist Asa
youngmissionaryinGermarnyin1967,heattendedaleciLireatatheo-
ocicakeri i - )
alscwednGreeI@rdtﬁearnerﬁnerarytemndedlnfrel\lew

% Some-

parenﬂnmeBookofMormonasweII Welchsearchedmereforex-
amples Aimastimmediately,hefoundaninstanceinMosiah5:10-12:

(@Andnow...whosoevershalinotiakeuponthem thename  ofChrist
(must  becaled  bysomeothemame;
(©therefore heindethhimselfonihe lefthandoiGod .
d Andwouidhetyeshoud remember alsothatihiss thename ..
(elhatnevershouiche blotedout
(ercepibetrough fasgess  onfherioe,
 "Yekeheedhatyedonot fransgess,
(e "Yhathenamebenat blotedout ayouhearts.
(d "ouidthatyeshould remember toretain thename
(¢ "hatyearenotfoundonthe lefthandofGod
(b "butthatyehearandknowthevoicetywhichyeshall becaled

@%edako,  thename  bywhichheshalcalyou 7
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FARMS—that the BookofMormonshouldbestudiedwithliterary,
T .

dationforResearchinAncientAmericaoftheReorganizedChurchof
JesusChristofl_atterDaySaints(descendedfromagroupofiviormons
whorejectedBrighamYoung'ssuccessiontoleadership)publishes The
supporttheBookofMlormon,andthe AncientAmericaFoundation
pubishestheronnnewsietier. Thenoardeiunct NevsttierandProoeed:
gsoheSoasybEalHeoiAd aeobgy wasasaoedcaechigsy
effotshavehadtheaudience resources orsoopediheoundationior
AncientResearchandMormonStudies.

John Sorensonand Book of Mormon Geography

estigationoftheBo sthepositionexpressedyBiig

ergUnwersntypofe&orofanhopobgyJohnSaem TheBook
oﬂ\/lormonaoowntamallydldtakeplaoe somenhere. Wewhobelieve

graphsofplacesike TehuantepecPasscaptioned: whereNephiteand
edfe Eheboskd L o ek
BookofVlormonlife, Wweseefigurines,architecture,andmonuments
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Uselessomoat,speculationhascontnuedandismovingtowarda
consensusamongMormonscholars.Intheearlyyearsfollowingpubi-
cationoftheBookafiViormon,profferedtheoriesplacedtheNephites
andLamanitesovertheentirehemisphere,withPanamaasthenar-
rownecK dividingthedominionsintolandsnortwardandsouthward.
ThepubicationofStephens's Inccertsof Tiavel seemsithavemoved
thepresumedsiteofiandingfromChiletoCentralAmerica,butOrson
PrattmoveditbackioChiein1868,andreafirmedthehemispheric
natureoBookofMomonciviization. Bythe1920s theproblemsin-
herentinsuchavastmodelwerebecomingapparent, butevenB.H.
lishedaseriesofcompetingmodels,oneciwhich(WillardYoung's)
imted  theNephitesandLamanitestoElSalvador,Honduras,Guate-
mala,andBelize. Inthesamebook hewrotethat ‘studentsshouldbe
cautionedagainstheenrorofsupposingthataltheAmencanindians
arethedescendantsofl_ehiMulek andtheircompanions, andin1938
aChurchDepartmentofEducationstudyguidefortheBookofMor-
montoldstudentsthat theBookofiViommondealsonlywiththehis-
probablywouldbeunknowntoitsvwiters.” 31 Athoughatthepopular
leveltheoldmodelpersisted sincethe1960sMommonscholarshave
beenzeroinginonthelandsofiViesoamericaasthestageonwhichBook
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ofMomonhistoryunfolded.SidneySpenyatBrighamYoungUniver-
Sly,lmrdwaeobgydepammmmmrrmrelam

Fourdanon ardtherndauonforRemardmAmeanerm)all

operatedonthatassumytion. 2
Sowhen,in1984,Sorensonsummarizedtheresultsof45yearsof

researchintoBookofiViormongeographyandcuttureinthechurch's

mately500mieslongandperhaps200mieswide.(Bycomparison,he
pointsout,95percentofOld T &stamentevenist)okplaoelnanarea
eversmaler1S0mieshyessthanss)
Notwithstandingsuchmodestdimensions—nottomentiontheab-
senceofBookofViormonpronouncementstothecontrary—criticscon-
tinuetoexpendimmenseefiorgleeiulyattackingtheredneningof
theBookofMormonashemispherichistory. BrighamD.Madsen, for
instance, musterscontemporarystatementsabout presentknowledge
concemingtheoriginsofnativeracesintheNew\World,"thenasks
triumphantly, howl.DSchurchmemberstodayreconciletheBookof
MomonnarrativeofNew\Woridsettierent withconventionaltheo-
riesofAmericanindianancesty. %
Sogiventhepersistentmisunderstanding—bothwithinandoutside
thechurch—oftheBookofMormon'slimitedclaimsaboutBookof
Mormon populanonsandlands Sorenson maywellbecorrectlhat

hlmbymemurdwleadershlp,vvashwmemnm|mmensedwer-
sityofindianianguagesifalarerelativelyrecentdescendentsof

Lamaniteorigin.Indeed,churchleadersandmembersalikehaveal
vvaysreferredtomodemNanveAmermnsas Lamanites,"thusper-
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Thesecorrelations heinsists,are'nonknoawmwithahighdegreeof
probabiity.”Sorensondoesadmithat afewsiatementsintheBookof
Mormoncannotyetbe squaredwithwhatweknowtodayaboutthe

,‘?n.-.

MapofMesoamerica(southemmostMexicotoHondurasandElSalvador)

withsuperimposedBookofiViormonsites,asproposedbyanthropologist

JohnSorenson. (Cartography:StevenH.Gordonand ThomasH.Patterson;
©FoundationforAncientResearchandMormmonStudies)
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nonectheproblemsisinnmyview,aseriousone.” “
imaywelbethatnodefiniteconnectionbetweenarchaedlogyand

BookofMormongeographyorpeopleshaseverbeendemonstrated.

BookofMdTmnardlaeology—lftherelswdwahng—maybenomore

TheSmithsonianStatement

Threeyearsbeforethe1985publicationofhisstudyoiBookofiomon
geography,SorensonhadenteredtheBookofViomonwarswithapoint
bypamnﬂocr\setmefarruslgmsmnwlanslatenm 4 Whereas

ertorrxenMTﬂqel\lormﬂIemermmreenlarmhalEJaanxm
usestolustratethecontentionthat Variousgroupsofhumanscouid
olorizziont . s,
sequentlydisappear, Whike“evidenceoftheimpassingwouldbeex-
X 4 Oherstdes
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literaturemakesit bothplausibleandprobablethatnumerousvoy-
agesddoosstheoceansandinsaveralplaces” %
WhlleconcedlngmatmanyOIdWoﬂdcropsandanlmalswerenot

languageJosephseemedtoadopt, Shouldoftenberead bronze'or

‘copper.”  “ButNephiandMomonmaywelhaveintendedsomething
doseriohenordsnomaimeaning Inthaicase metearionid<etion,

foundextensivelyinMesoamerica hasbeentermedattypeofstee!” ®
andmaywellhavebeenthesourceforNephiteweaponsmanufacture.

Next, Sorensonnotesthatthe Smithsonian'sdismissalofpre-
ColumbianEgypliarMexicancontadsiscuriousinandofitselfsince
theconnectionisnowheredaimedintheBookofiViormon.Finally,he
tumstothequestionofOldWordwitingsinthepre-ColumbianNew
World TheSmithsonianassertsthatexceptorNorserunes, Noin-
scriptionsusingOldWoridformsofwiinghavebeenshowntohave
occurredinanypartoftheAmericasbefore1492 "Quiteright says
Soensn, wih afewpossbe exepios ¥ Buaksonosuprisingsine

131



132

BY THE HAND OF MORMON

theBookofMormonwritingsystemwasuniquetoasmallandgeo-

existbetweentheBookaofiViormonandthecurentstatecfAmerican
ooyt ol :
avodanceraherthanSorensonisschalarysuiesion) Mearwhie Nibley,
SorensonandtheresearchersatBYUandFARMSoontinuetheinvorkat
e e A ,

doneontheBookofiViormonwouldbeimpossible. AComprehensiveAr-

MomonscholarshaveaddressedintheongoingBookofMommonwars:
Bookofiviormonlanguage, Biblicalplagiarism, populiationproblems,
; . , ; i

TheStateoftheDebate

LanguageandForm
Nephibeganhisaccountwithanexplanationthathewaswiting‘in
thelanguagecfmyfatherwhichconsistsoftheleamingoftheJews
andhelanguiageoiiheEgypians (INephil 2) Laterhelasichonk
derMoroniaddshisnatethet Wehavewitienthisrecordaccording
toourknowledge,inthecharacterswhicharecaledamongusthere-
formedEgyptian, beinghandeddownandalteredbyus,accordingto
wrmannerofspeedT (Morm 9. 32)

usedmodrﬁedEgypuansymbolstorepresentHebre\AMDrdsC‘Hebrew

wordsjdoms,andsynaxwiteninEgypiancursivescript’
tainlyabizanreideaioranineteenth+oenturyaudience. Now,asJohn

53)](3;
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Tvedinespontsout, theuseofEgypliansymbolsiotransiterateHe-

brewwordsandviceversa,isknonnfromsixthoentLiry B clextsis-
coveredatAradandKadesh-Barmnea.” 5 PapyrusAmherst63,for
earphmmrm:aa«a\b#w@sgmage/wt-
tennanEgypiansaipt”

Y E.:EJE cenosforheunauesopiSimiectonepporex .
by X olonoic E:E':E 52 EI omhepktesandsho :556”“' et

zontakowsofunusuaimarkingsihathavebeenvariouslydesoribedas
everythingromPhoenidarvwiingtoMayanscriptiooocultsymbols,
from‘'aNubianconuptionofEgypiian tosecretmasonicoode.
Thoughtheexpression“reformed Egyptian”garnerednosmall
amountofridiculeatthetimeandsince( deformedEngiish rather
thanreformedEgyptian, snifedCharlesShookin1910 afteriooking
attheAnthon Transcript 57),scholarsnowgenerallyrecognizethat
Derm:EgympbmttrgJeheLeH@aismy

soaaledArﬂmTrarm[x % WilamIHambinmoiesoherexamples
of mixingaSemiticlanguagewithmodified Egyptianhieroglyphic
damsmwmﬁﬂmmm

| . Snodhen,
dewardcmetsrmearah/zedmmrstambwd&dmwbsah
example.Inanunusualyextendedandcomplexexample Aimarecounts
hismiraculousconversioninal,200wordnartative,inthecourseof
V\hml&/\udgmp&\reunfolded Ihenrepeatedmlsmrramag&

becomes Knowasldoknow, ofverse30,and theirtrialsandtheir
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evenkindandnalmannerdifiicioniofverse?7.
Oioourse notalthelanguageoftheBookaofiViomoniselegantor
thetoicalyposhed The BaoisHerat! wenciedchecednl840het

“thephrasedogy. JotheBookoMomonfrequentyvidiatesevery
principleandrulecfgrammar.”Mark Twainfamouslyconsideredthe

booktobe' chioroforminprint,” & andWoodbridgeRieycomplained
atthetumofihecentuinythat barbarismsandsolecismsabound,due
owhetSmihcalednsiad dlluencyeccodingiche ea

andabovetheseareuniqueexpressions whichweldeservethename

ofHebraichackgrounds. Forexample,oneperennial Mormoncrmc
mockstheseemingillogicofAlmad6:19,whereinthe1830edition
Moronisdepictedasgoing forthamongthepeople wavingtherent
ofhisgamentintheairthetallimightseethevwiingwhichhehad
wittenupontherent” % AsJohnTvedinesexpains,

theunlikelyusageof fent inEngishasanounnodoubtoontrbutedto

thefadthetinsubsequeniediionsoiiheBookoMomonjineschanged

toread rentpart (Almad6:19) ButheHebrevwwouid inthisinstance,

usebuionenordgera, feriart), tomingiomogra herertiore”

fornouns,inHebrew,aredervedfromroots—asareHebrewverbs—by
S i ;

partsoispeech &

OtherexamplesofHebraismsthat Tvedinesdiscussesindudetheal
senceofa Heaven'inthesingular(intheHebrew/'samayim™hasonly
adualform) pronominalsufixes suchasinJacotb2( hearthewords
oime’insteadof mywords’),andmorethanadozeninstancesofthe
‘constructsiate, wheretwonounsareinkedoy of fatherthanusing
awm.ﬁmmm@ o),
bta&‘pm forrod,"“sionedlar; b planwords”
Addiiorelyihereareseverainsancesolihe cognaisecausative”

InEnglish,onewouldsay; hadadream’jnSemiticlanguages, |
dreamedadream’wouldbeacommonconstruction.Wefindthatpar-

ticularformulationintheBookofMiormon(1Nephi3:2),aswellas

‘oursedwihesorecursing (Jaoob3:3), workalmannerdfinenwork”

(Mos.11:10)and judgerighteousiudgments (Mos 29:43). &
RoyalSkousen,aBookofViormontextualscholar,alsonotesthe

prevalencedfaparticularHebraic iFand ‘construction thatsounds

oddlyungrammaticawhentransposedintoEngishwherean fthen”

formwouldbeexpected. TheauthoroftheBookofHelamanusesit

el :
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Yesandihesaituntotheearth Move andiismovedyeajinesaith
uniotheearth Thoushaligoback thatitengthenoutthedayformarny
thalibeuried pandoehodistone . andihe adsheksayBe
thouaccursedthatnomanshalfindtheefromthisimehenceforthand

TheAmericanSenmonontheMount
andthelsaiahProblem
“Esecul Ie“ 'O'EBOOID. “Oﬂ' 0 EGEdI'e. S'i ! 'Oe?kga"s' orsigf

thattheoldandnew Testament,havebeenpromiscuouslyintermingied,
mayeasilybediscovered bythewantofgrammaticalarangement. &

hoi histarreigondairmst
27,000wordsofthe BookofMormonwereborrowedfrom[theKing

135



136

BY THE HAND OF MORMON

sareaulfmly\NlImsderabledlfmlyl\leﬂthtrdfes

Jewsfromthebeginning tothereignofZedekiah,genealogies,and
“‘manyprophecies ofisaiahandJeremiah,aswellasofnonbiblical
prophetsZenockNeum,andZenos(INephi5:11-14,19:10,21).
TherealierNepheleosoreedahidorethrenandransaibeonhis
peiesmanyolheprophedesdisaishior herearemanythingaanhich
havebeenspokenbylsaiahwhichmaybelikeneduntoyou,becauseye
aredfthehousedfisrag! (1Nephi65) Indeed whenNephisayshis
“souldelightethinthewordsofisaiah, hemeansit Everwiththe
spaoschgaiedmiedandrspiecihediiculyoengaving’
reusem/er40peroenuhsalmedroommﬂe paraphrase or

wouldunderminetheirownviewoflsaiah'sauthorship.(Thissame
problemcroppedupinl 853 muchtotheconstemationoftheauthorof
- - o eChrisianeh

prolessons leveledmanyetiowsaielythatboreequislyhardLpon
themiedesoiSaipiures” \Lookingesewhereforevioenceoiiraud-
lentoompostion StanLarsonbelievesJosephproducedihelsaiahpes-
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%gmnwmmmseverswmhtalwﬂemrg]am

andofalmost4OOBook0ﬁ\/Iormonpassagesmarkedbylta||cs|nme
KV, Josephonlyelered150038peroentinoheordsinmosicases
hedidnotdictatechangeswhereitalicsdidoccur,andmastofthe
changesheddddatewereinuniaicizedpassages.
Giventhenumberoiancentisaiahvarianisnowavaiable,scholars
areinapasiiontocomparethemitoJoseph'srevisionsinordertode-
batetheauthentcityofthosechangeshemadetotheK V. Inthemast
comprehensivestudytodate, John Tvedinescomparesthosevariant
IsaiahpassagesintheBookafiViormontoanumberofothervariants,
indudingversonsoihelMiasoreicextinolsaalhsoolsiomQum an,
andearlyAramaicandSyriactransiations(TargumimandPeshita) He
finds89instanceswherevariants'lendevidenceto[theBookof
Momon'sjaithenticityasatransiationfromanandentiocument of
tenwithindicationsthatitwesolderthantheHebrewtextofisaiah

fromwhichtheK\Vivasderived” % OntheotherhandjinoverdOcases,
BookofiViormonvariantshavenosupportromtheeariestdocuments
aede

theprophetwites(intheKingJamesversionandaliotherearlyEn-
gishversonssaveCoverdae’s yAncLponalineshipsofTarshish,
anduporalpleasanipidures TheSepuegniversonolisaiareads,
“Anduponalitheshipsofthesea,anduponallpleasantpiciures.”
Nephisversonincorporatesbath:Anduponaltheshipsotthesea,
anduponaltheshipsofTarshish,anduponalipeasantpidures (2

Nephi12:16). Uriess.]osephhadaamtm‘rwasors whichseems

ofMormonversonpredatesmeomenwo eachofwhichdroppeda

difereniphrassovertime.
ButitistheSermonontheMount,accordingtoJohnWelch,that

‘§ehel830s. hedeeroonsterechyaiicaosheAdieshed
oftheBookofMormon ? 78Thepwotalep|sodeofﬂ1eBook0ﬂ\/lorrmn

™ After

ness,avoicefromheavenannounceshim,andhedescendstodisplay
thewoundsinhisside,hands,andfeet Hecallsandcommissionsa
NephieTwelveanddeliversasermonveryikethefamousversionre-
cordedinMatthew.
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NewTestamentscholarKirister Stendahl,oneoffewnon-Mormon
academicstolookcloselyatl DSscripture, hasstudied3Nephiand
oondudedmar‘theBookoﬁ\Ammnbelmgstoandsrmsmarvoﬁhe

theBookofViomonmimicstheerrorsofthe KV whenitshouid,if
inspired, havemoreincommonwith*themostoriginalMatthean

s’ & Defendersaimihathe tangeckuthoriessacualya

namowlyoeinedniepreiveschod, 8 andhatheltifierencesaren
. . ) &
g . I

o I W i
counterpartofMiatthews:22desenvingolrecogniion Matthew'sJesus
wamsthat iwhosoeverisangrywithhisbratherwithoutacauseshal
i ihes ThicNed i i
tion, withoutacause.”So,Welchpointsout,‘domanyofthebetter
3 &

speaksgenerallylnfavorofthe [BookofMormon s] Sermonatthe
Temple,foronecouldnothavegambledwiselyonsuchconfimmationa
centuryandahalfago beforetheeariestGreekNewTestamentmanu-
saijpishadbeendiscovered” &
But\NelmgoesvveIIbeyoruadeferavepoqureonthesermonls-

veydivinepowersthroughsymbolicmeans, presentedtogetherwith
commandmenisthatareonwilbereceivedbysacredoathsthatallow
.. il God” 87
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Nephisofferedakingship,and‘warsandcontentions’ havetaken

place Clearlywhattherecordcalswarsandkingsmightmoreapro-
priatelybecaled romourperspedive feudsanddanieaders.Such
problemsofterminologydonotseriouslyimpugnBookofiViormonhis-
toricty. Hardnumbersthataremoredificuttoexplainawaydonot
gopeauninebong herarsiveBadyioucenuiessiesee:
sandiotyhreel amaniesdienthebetie(Mos 9:18) Ahundredyears
bter 87 B covemineteenthousandNephitesandLamanitesperishin
abloodyengagement AndbytheendofNephitehistory, A n385at
theipeore.
Aslongagoas1887M.T.Lambdisputedtheplausiilityofsuch
rendoheroboousionoil iz
(metallurgy,templeconstruction, largeﬁcalehusbandry)frmwm

i \ O AU

saml]vmublhavereqmredananwlgmﬂ‘nraieofl 2percentduning
theprecedingfouroeniries” 9 jnhepresentagethossiguresaenct
hardioachieve GrowthratesinMesoamerica—presumpiivesetingfor
meBookofMormon—areaJrrenﬂywellabove2peroent(theyrange

o o o ” H
inhendustriaizedregionsofthewordesanhoeunt ¢ E1950-60
andwasnotreachedinthedevelopingregionsasawholeuntiithe
1930s”  ® BueslomTvedinesandlamesSmithpoiniout statisicsfor
preindustisyomthaiesarenoioniouslyaoreduratihoughoertainly
ed e piong)anch i :
Mormonpopulationswouldincludeanynumberofannexedgroupsas
ironrcpkisoGecions e @

o - : )
tionfromthemastconservativefigurestoaccommodatetheBookof

Momonnumbers.iwouldonlyrequirethatthepeopleoftheBookof
MormonwereasexceptionalintheirfecundityastheMormmonpeople
todayarentheriongevitylComparedioAmericanmor ialtyiablesas

awhole, Mormonratesareeightioelevenyearsionger. “)intheal-
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ticmuliply

andprogperexceedingly; hetthey ddmuliplyexceedinglyfest, or
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5/6Hev44BarKokhba, Roman
penod,132-135 ¢ eThislanddeed
foundneartheDeadSeareferstoone
“Aimalim’sonofYehudah. Two
NephiteprophetsintheBookof
Mormonbearthesamename.
(CdedordhhelsadArioLiies
AuthorityPhoto©Thelsrael
Museum,Jerusalem)
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6248-ER121120)

BookofMormonNames
WehavementionedNidey'stiscussion,
ran,andKorhorasEgyptian.Recent
workibyFARMSresearchershasrevealed
animpressivenumberofotherproper
namesunknownintheBible presentin
theBookofMormon,andnowattested
byanceniViddeEasiemsournes Sareh
(S yhinHebrew)forexample appears
frequentlyintheBibleasamalename,
translieratedSeraigh(2SamueB172
Knge25231ChandesI131430)No-

Book of Mormon, asafemale name
(Lehisnie) Bunesariesotisover-
ethcentury,thewordwasfoundasa
woman'snameonafithroentry
pyrusiromBlephantine Egyptandona
numberoiseatsandoulae(seatimpres-
sorsfomhelseebl ehisonrchy.
Drawinguponhundredsofarrow-
heads,seals,andbullaewithHebrew
the1960shreeFARMSreseardhershave
foundprecedentsforanather14Bookof
MormmonnamesnoatpresentintheBible.
Theyare Abish, Aha, Ammonihah,
Josh, Luram, Mathoni, Mathonihah,
o ) —
tion,buttheyarehardlycompeling.
Himnisuggestedioonevwiter tadical



THE SEARCH FOR A RATIONAL BELIEF

mony,”whereJosephoourtedEmma). % Howevertheevidencereveals
HimniobedearyHebrew,..representechytheunvocalizediom,

Hmronwolsragliteseals, onefromMegiddo ca.eighthroentury BGC,
andtheotherfromacenturylater. 9 Thesamecrticsuggestedthat
MathoniandMathoninahweresimplylispedversionsoftheword‘ma-

son.”Actually, theHebrewname Minyhw appearsonaseventh-cen-

uy B c wnedecaneronsixsealsandonsevenbulae mosiofinem

Mormon),isfoundonOstracon1682/2fromKhirbeteHVieshash(sec-

ondhalfoftheseventh-century B 0 sevenseals(mostiromthesev-
enhcenuy B ganddevenbulae(moastiomthetimeof_ehi)” 8
Anachronismsandimprobabilies

BHRabertshadioundidificuiiorespondodhargesoined yons-

ticappearancesintheBookofViormonofhorses, steel,silk,and

“dmiter. Othercandidatesforhistoricaloloopershaveindudedthe

barleymentionediwiceinMasiah(7:22,9:9)andiwiceinAima(11:7;

1119)andoemeniHel37).
WehaveseenalreadthJohnSorensonaddmmetallurgmal

anmasunmiveduntthesecondithid arfourthimiiennum ec®im
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Baﬂeynevergre\mntheNeV\ANondbeforethevvhltemanbroughnt

herefprodaimsonevocalaiicoBookofMomonboiany. 104 tnasnt
until1983that Science  reportedthediscoveryinArizonaofpre-
Caumbiandomesticatedbariey andseveravarisiesoinicbareyhave
longbeenrecognizedasindigenoustotheAmericas. 165 AndJaredDia-
monchasrecentyreferred fitebariey asasiapleinthedietof
eastemNativeAmericansintheperiod500-200 & ¢ 1% Cementisan-

otherapparentanachronismthatisnowcommonlyknowntohavebeen
pervasivelyusedthroughouttheValleyofiViexicoandintheMayare-
gionsofsouthemMexico, Guatemala,andHonduras. 107

Summary

1B Whie
Bookofiilormonhistoricitymaytbenolesscontroversialnowthanit
vvasbefore thesd\olarsatFARMSandBnghamYoungUnwersvnave

resources dozensofempbyees(nnryvmrlangmprqemmdvlng
ancentexisotherthantheBookofViormon),abudgetofireemilion
dolarspudcaionsthanumbeithehundredsandesLibsatedstf
20000inhe1990siheorgarizatiorecolecsaiiNbieyonahpsand
anarrayofproeds iseemsfairtosaythatFARMShasbeenamajor
forceincontributingtoarealignmentoftheBookofiViommon'sstztuis
ATONGRvANgE :IE:“:IE’, ﬂ. ; e El:: I'-Ir.ys: BT,

TheEvangelicalResponse
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sam.HISIDnaanardBushmanncIedlnl%mat

ByanystandardtheBookofMlormonisanarrativeofunusualcomplex-
iy... TheoignothelndansthesimiartiesolViasonryioBookor
Momonrobberbands,andtheapparentRepublicantoneincertainspots
notedasconnectingwithAmericain1830, butthewholeBookofVior-
monwihismulipldyosioiesanddharadersisskeichesoran
oanjzaumuammmmyam;m
refgousmessage haseludedanalysss.

Undertheburdenofiiormonscholarshipthatisincreasinglywell
credentialed,andinthefacecfMormongrowththatisalarmingto
evangelcals, U0thepolemicsofineteenth-centLinypreachersareno
barleyorpre-Columbianhorsesinthe BookofViormonwouldcome
gsts ThelatterhavenatforthermostpartiakentheBookofMiomon
seriousyenoughesaiexioanalyzeishisoricatoredilly Arecent
paperbytwoevangelicalscholarssuggeststhatarealignmentofthe
BookofMormonwarsmaybecoming.

The1997addressofCariMasserandPaulOwenataregionalmeet-

MosserandOwenareadamantthatevangeicalresponses
toMormonscholarshiphavebeen,aimostuniversally, uninformed,
mlsleadlngoromervwsemadequale Atﬂ"leacademlclevel
seredmosiofheusualevangelcalaiicsms’And asof1997 here

] I ogeioNings.” 3
Asaconsequence,ant-HvViormonscontinuetoinvokelong-discred-
iedbanaliies,marnyofwhichactiualytumtolMomonadvaniageupon
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—— —— 1 o |

thedeedwas"Alma,sonofYehudah, demonstranngAImatobe an

authenticallyandentSermiicascuiinepersonainame.” 15
Whetherevangelicalswilfindthewilorthemeanstoengagein

sdqdaMe’uawd\ﬁeySaer&mawmdmwFARMSre-

pageexpasé theauthors, relyinguponacompuiterizedconcordanceto

theL DSscriptures, forthemostpartsimplycompareappearancesof
words,terms,orconcepts,intheBibleandtheBookofiViormon When
women'snames,Passoverreferences,or discussionofdeath’appear
abundantlyintheonebutnattheother,theyclaimfraud: \Whenwe

sadabtenads (e2520zs SSoiguzagecsoguzsagecsso gy

CESES e IEnaSEe ad seies waoundheynersusacll
timesintheBible TheBookofViomonyieldedonly7cases Exactly
vvmthenumbersshouldbeoommimratelsrmdear otherthanal

Morrmrwmsfa‘rﬁsdda@p r&eamgtoﬁebaters

ploys, ’and,ingeneral,demonstrating tackofbalanceandperspec-

e’ 17 inspieciwenieth-century-soundinglilesie Coeiglp
theBackHokitheBookoMomon sudworksmerelyevokethespiit
ohneieenthcentuiyciatioes.

TheScholarlyResponse

“Sincetheoddcontentsofthevolumelamentablyoriudicrouslyfal

N e
,:E: EIE'EIBZE': |: EICI :.El: s ok henoionol
BookofMormon'sjancentauthorship.” 18 Amostacenturylater,non-
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McxmonsddalsarelmlemamllngloomsdenheBod(mor

Mormonasenherancemdowmentonrmredrevelanonarelhose

whoprofesscultuiralafinityforViomonismbutdecryitssupematL-
ralism SteriingMcMurrin IheJohnSherySpongoﬁ\/lmmnism was

i eoriesaboutthep eicadevotedawhdechapie)
totheBookofViormon. HemennonedFerguson 'smostpopularbook,
OneFodOneShepherd (1958)withoutcriicism,andcallecitsauthor
“conscentiousanddevoted. St thechapterissandwichedbetween
oneonAtlantisandanotheron“Dr. PhuddyDuddyandlheCrack—
pois, makinghishottomiineassessmentdear.

145



146

BY THE HAND OF MORMON

gats Buhgpimanyiisheppendde Legerdsard aeolheAraicas
Berel4®? . '% GenerattiLoesmaybelurherelededinheiiech
bookthatindudesasectiononJdosephSmithisgoldplates: Fariasic
et oot . » e

daythereare“newtransiationsofoldhoaxesomewexcavationsin
MiddleAmericafortheMomoncause.” 1% Ofcourse,hisarchaeolog-
calcynicismisaresponsetotheBookofiViormonstory,notBookof
Mormonscholarshipofwhichhenevertakesnote. Robert\Wauchope,
whoappearsnottohavereadtheBookofMomonhimseff,similarty
situatestheBookofiViormonalongside Atiantislegendsandcompa-
reblemythidarents LodtTibesandSLnenCantents Sz
OnlyafewnorHViormonarchaeologistshaveengagedtheactualsub-
JedoflheBookoﬂ\/Iorrrmandarchaeology Threeofthose—MUwael

evenMichaelCoehashighpraise.HecallstheNWAF'sprogram*“an
unguiiiiedsuccess that estabishedonecfihelongestandbestar-
IzapainChiapas,Mexico,completewithscholartysuggestionsof
MesopatamianinfiuenceandOldWorldorigin.Butwhenitisreadas
“arecordofthevisionordreamoflehiaboutthe TreeofLife" more

particuiary;heisscomiul Hemayberightihat nothingaosolutely
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nohmg,hasevershwmuplnanyNew\Norldexcavanonmm'chvvould

BookofMormmonsemiseriouslyasanaltemativetheoryofAmerican
peoplinginhisoverviewof VoyagerstotheNewWord . 13 LikeCoehe
praisestheworkoftheNVWAForits Valuablecontrioutionstosc-

ence, butalsolikeCoe,hereliesentirelyupononewrite—Thomas
Ferguson—iohisappraisalolscentiiccaimsiortheBoakofViomon's

relevancetothedebate AssessingonlyFerguson'sdaimsthatsome
HebrewtemsareconnectedtolheMexnanNahuaﬂlanguage(V\Drd-

WorldandtheNew.” o

Fnally, JohnA Priceweighsintothedebateasananthropologist
examining theconficisbetween(theBookofiViormonjandananthro-
pologicalrehistoryofheAmercaninden” % Heriefpeperargely
anticpatestheobjecionssummarizedintheSmithsonianstatement.
HeliststhoseelementsofimaterialculiurementionedintheBookof
Momon—ganaxenhosesasseshagesskandneniods o,
andmetalplates—andsetsinopposiionasummaryofanthropological
animaHiferemainsdescribedbytheBookofiViormonoutweighedeven
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diculous.”  ¥0(tisnotclearifNearEastemstylewarsfoughtin
Mesoamericawheremostl DSscholarsplacethefinalconfiictwould
yickuoLsHsopiion)
ThosefewscholarswhohavespokenmorefavorablyoftheBookof

O e fheicks
pIm&s EvenAlfredKldderandGadonEkhdnwveregangagalnstm

n‘enlsumheProt(}MayaneradMesoamerm S
ThisformulationactuallysuggestspreciselywhytheBookofiVior-
monmayneverbetakensenouslybyhelargeracademlcoommunlly
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weightbroughttobeartocrushsuchunconventionalthinkingisim-
mense—literally,inthecaseof500tonsofrockdumpedbythe Ammy
CorpsofEngineersonthe\WashingtonStatesiteofKenniwickManin
1998 Thed,300year-aldskeleinnappearsiohermostdoselyinkednot
toNativeAmericanoriginsbuttogroupsfromsouthemandeastem

Asal«mnasmeAnu ﬂeoumapparerﬂiyamrlgunderapdm-

atGraeCmekWeﬂVrglnaanEMhasbummvdefawdeis
since1894,butCyrusGordonreferstotheBatCreekStone, foundin

Temesseeas thefrsisoentiicalyauthenicaiedore- Coumbiartext
inanOldWoridscriptorianguagefoundnAmericaiand atthatina

ek reeoiouic Tisooront I
someOldWoridpeoplenotonlycould butactuallydid crossthe At
lantctoAmericabeforethe\VikingsandColumbus.” 16 gl though

g 147

inghematerialouitredesaioedasivelastsincong i
Nevachidsemr\g ﬂedwblemrdmofpra/allngparadlgrrsman-
thropologyandtheBookofMiomon'sinsistentdaimstosupematLiral
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cfanallegeddlamordfoundbyaplwghboywhllereftﬂngto&mply
examinethediamond. 49 Anhesameurne heremarmmwskemal

atleastontheMormonside. Thisisnotalwaysawelcomeopinionin

theMormoncommunity.Inanarticethechurchmagazinedecinedto

pubishhensstedthat asthetbnihoutDiogeneshasnathingiodo

withphiosophy,soarchaeologywithouttheprophetshasnaothingto
ek BU e i ecichcE

vwongvmyAIlfnJghevennJaMrﬁlcanmmlghﬂJeforﬂmmng, the
indspuiabieladshatarchaeciogyhasheenusedandisbengused”’
moesfiedvelyasatndofheskepicshantheiainiid B
Whenexoepionstohegeneratuleoischolaynegiecidooocurt
isnotbecauseMormonarchaeologists—orotherscholars—haveper-
suadedcolleaguestousetheBookofiViormonasaMichelinguideto
pre-CoUmbtaWnencalnthecaseoﬁormrdeanoﬂ—laNardDmn-
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i oG I :
documentinthecontextofMiesoamericancivilization.Andcertainly
theworkofL DSscholarsinancientstuidieshasbecomemoreconspicu
oushyitsexcellence MasserandOwenarenattheonlyobsenversio
takenote IN1991,EmanuelTov, aschdaraﬂ—lebrewUm/erslywas

mostpromisingofanumbertheywereconsideringandworkbegan.
Overthenextiewyears theFARMSprojeciwoulidcontributetoProvo
becoming—alongwithJerusalemitseffandtheUniversityofNotre
Dame—oneofthethreemostacivecentersiorscrolresearchinthe

demcoanmunnyandMamwsaremeasnglyaskedtoodlaborate
onoontributeio oreditbookswithnord DSscholars” 1%

Affirsigiance gproeciontheDeadSeaScrolswouldappearunre-
latedtoBookofMomonstudies.However, lheoonnedlonlsanlm-

Isaiahprophesiedofapeoplewhowould bebroughtdown, whowould
“speakoutofineground; Whose'speechshalbelowouiofhedust,a
‘Whisperouiothedist {isaiah29:4) Wegeneralyiakethistoreierio
thecomingforthoftheBookofiViormon. ButtherecoveryoftheBookof
Momonaciualyunleashedaspectacuiarfiowofancientdocumentsthat
havelierallybegunioberestorediousfrom theground’and ‘outof
thedust TheDeadSeaScrollsandtheCopticGnosticibraryatNag

Indeed IfewooessoﬂheFARMSDeadSeaScrdlsprqecﬁedFARMS
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Lo ceea B SYRCAHCA-
menianandGreekoolecions.
Inthisdevelopmentwecanperceivecontinuityaswellasdramatic
development BookofiViormonbelieverswhooncetoutedtheinolume
S EOVGATE - i .
dowmentonapawwhanarrayofmarumptsemrgmgfromaspan

lrﬂpo&tilyasmelAsTrmaanaberhasmﬂen,‘ﬂeciedara—
tion[byJosephSmithithattherearemanythingscontainedjinthe
Apoaryphajwhicharetrueandiismostytransiatedcorrectyhas
sometimesbeenextendedbyMormonstoapplytootherextra-canoni-
camaterials WiththeDeadSeaScrolscamethediscoverythat
bbkcabodls haveeaieHebrenendArameidexts_Theyaresympe-

TheLDSResponse

Whenthe Talmagecommitteeremovedarchaeologicalfootnotesfrom
lhePraﬁedrhonoftfeBookoﬂ\/lormomleZO andV\/nenB H Rob-

oﬂ\/lonmnhlstonulyreqU|redfurﬂ1erstudy thed1urchas&|meda
posiionafstudiedcautionwithregardioBookofiViormonscholarship
thateventheenthusiasmofaThomasFergusoncouldnatdiminish.By
1984 however,pressureagainwashuidingtoestablishamorevigor-
ousBookafiViormonapologetics TheimpendingpublicationofaSter-
ingMcMunin-BrighamMadseneditionoB.H.Roberts sstudyofihe
EthanSmithparallelswasapparentlyperceivedbysomeinthechurch
leadership—andrightlyso—asthefirstsalvoinanevwvaveofattacks
upontheBookoMomon'shistoricty. Thatfall thechurchresponded
g|ng|ntothe BookofMormon OurChanging UnderstandlngofAn-

MWMMWMARNS
anextendedtreatmentofthegeographyquestionauthoredbyJohn

Sorenson( AnAnceniAmencanSeting ).
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TheprofessionalismandfocusbroughttobearonBookofiViormon
scholarshipbythemanyscholarsofFARMScontributedtoafurther
dramaticshifin1997.InNovemberofthatyear,BrighamYoungUni-
verstywihihespprovalichurdhiesdershipoficalyivied=ARMS
tobecomepartoftheuniversity ChurchpresidentGordonB Hinddey,
ingvingtheannouncementnishlessing spediicalynotedhegroup's
nofmnaismarﬂded|bilybdhnsdeandwlsdemeLDSoom
munty. % Wihhisgesiurethd DSchuchjndiedyeboeiolicaly,
gaveitssiampofapprovaliorationalistic, scentiicendeavorsto
strengthenfammheBookoﬂvlorrnonnghsd\olarshlp BulIhe

side, mlssonanegmrnedlarelybroadenedmeappealofthebookby
emphasizingitshistoricalcontent AsRichardBushmanremindsus,
TamasxA/eIlasdouUhadembraoedWEMIghtmn‘enlbyWEbeg|r+

tographsofiViesoamericanruinsandMiddieEastemmetalplates.
Onheahethand anyefioiosuigedreigousiexisioscenic

meﬁwodsortosubsumethemvvrhnacadem|cd|50|pl|nesrunssome

Intheformercase asl\/lomxrgadﬂySteringMd\/lunrwnm Mor-
monismhassufferedandcontinuestoexperienceincursionsofant-
intelectualism,buttheachievermentofknowledgehasalwaysbeena
prominentMormonideal;andatieastforthepastcenturymostiVior-
monshavehackhealhyrespediorthevituesoireason” 161 Refleding
thebatieroneresearchemesiodines easietopefundingiosiLidy
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voodoosnakewltsmLannArnencamantogetmoneytosmdythe

lfeseernlrlglnahlllyoﬂhemassrnedlatoooveradequatelymumm
anyhngmamapperlsWestofC:mago 162 Howcontinuingdevelop-




SIX

“DevicesoftheDevil: TheBookofMormmon
asCulturalProductorSacredHdion

Whenyougetatthehardcoreafthesituation,heBookofiViormonasan
obedveiadtherelsnitanymiddegrounditbecomesassimpleamat
terastheMiomonsandanHViomonsorignallysaidivnes. EiherJoseph
wesahedaimedioheoduingheperiodateasiofhetingoihe
BookofMormonhewasa'‘consciousfraudandimposter.”

—DaleMorgantoJuanitaBrooks

—G.K.Chesterton

heconundmmofmeBookoﬁvlonmnlsmat,onmeonehand

I—lemsphereomhecxherhand asaresealderfrunFARtheorga-
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mentsintheBookofMormonandtheancientworldandsomenotable
maltersofBookoﬂ\/lcxrmnstyle 2'Ihenaked|mplaUS|b|I|ly0fgold

sample«mdtiodeeﬂvbmfamn bisoembleaulhcxshlpsly&

(wordprints), in
thetext, butare’ “shuﬂledandlntermp(ed’mrougmutlheBookof

proposeJosephSmithorOliverCowderyorSolomonSpauldingasthe
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BookofViormonmeasuresmultiauthored, withavthorshipconsistent
wihisownniemaldaims TheseresUisarechiainedeventhoughthe
witingsofNephiandAlimawere'transiatedbyJosephSmith.” 5

TrancesFisandFaud
i oo Lo o I

o benion i hosiedsTissA HordProkri
tiesandUnblushingBlasphemies,"washowDavidReeseandlocal

newspapersniNewYorkcharacerizedherecord. 6 Otherskelinos
historianHenryBrown,merelyyawned: Thefrequerntcommunications
afteprophefntrenengelihegochisiesihecksooveryandifier-

wardthetranslationoftheBookofMormmoninthemannerabovere-
lared hadvvendseenmourwmdayssumﬂanmposbrespra@oed

i utholhes : — 8 Tre
; . foorgring 9

fist Baragoobatertishy teoreedhebter ' )3 BverBskEpic

whatbothorthodoxMomonhistoriesandunfriendlytestimonyde-
mslman‘eawreofeamngardafeandn‘egmanm n

vvehavefromiheprophet(pennedeoyearsaﬂerlheBookoﬁ\Aorrnon
waspubished) hedesaribedhimseffas deprivedofthebenniioian

educationsuficeitosayiwasmearlyinstrucidinreadingwiing
andthegroundrulesofArithmatiowhichconstutedmywholelierary

acouiemeny sc} L
(510000

Hisonlyoccupationwastoplowandcuiivatethesol Becausehispar-
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Eibwelbuhisbiyon ki
andhehadonlyiteraryknomedge Hisknowledgedfiettersdidnatgo
anyiutherMosiofhesubiedsnhichweregeneralyaughinhelUnied

StatesofAmericawerecompletelyunknowntohimatthetimehewas

favoredwithaheavenlymessage. B

Hiswife EmmawasperhapsthefirstiodecidethatJoseph'stalents
werenouposudgprodudionnrecalingheronnrdernthetrans-
, et

d i — .
inspired.ForwhenactingasjJoseph'siscribe hewouiddictatetome
hoursd I et o .

| I e redefofui . ngihe
manuscriptorhavinganyportionofitreadtohim. Thiswasausual
thingforhimiodo. fwouldhavebeenimprobablethataleamedman
coulddothis;andforonesoignorantandunleamedashewas,twas
simplyimpossioe. 1

complexityandscopeoftheBookofMormonweresoonadducedas
evidencediitsdivineorigin SidneyRigdon,oneotthelirstandmost
infuentialofearyconverts disoussedhishiiaimpressionsothe
prophetandhisbookwithJoseph'sscribeOlverCondery:

- I hetdatoncinEnieAiiRIcdon.
Rigdonhadreadaconsiderableportionofthebook. Hequestioned
CowderyaboutSmithandfoundthathewasentirelyiliterate. Rigdon

expressedtheLmnostamazememmmsuchamanshouldwnteabook

Rigdon’'ssonJohnconfimedthestory,sayingthatwhenhisfather
Ieamed.]osephhad hardlyacommonschooleduaanon "Rigdonre-

viewerofMartinHarrisconcludedthatthewholethingcanbe

; I i ———
beingwhatiscalednow-a-daysamedium.” 17" Agenerationlater,psy-
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s bideeRievidloneds i et
tualistoent HesmuglyassertedoftheBookofViomonthat thenuiis
rerd Ay hodks ardiheicionismixeduil
enoughfacionarmranistudy. Hissoutioniotheriddlewastocalit
theproducioiant automeiicaly-wiinghend; Josephiscondiiortun:

delmmbenoed’rls‘UnmardTmrrmn belrg‘Seml-hyprmc 18

hograpmn1971 she%w obmsewderweofpaﬂnbgwﬂoseph
Smith’slife. TheBookofiViormon,shewrote, reenactedthe numer-
ousoonfidsagngwihi himjiomstingensionsiodenttyporoo-
lems.However,shestoppedshortofoffering ‘clinicallabels’in
describinghim—notbecauseshewasuntrainedasaypsychologistut
becauseofthedificuiiesoftinicaldiagnosisofamaniongsince
dead” )

“ThereswistomintheruigaiddoantyBlass, WitesHughNidey,
ThatvmoeverprwmestodamhepurportedsouroeandautrUshlp

hadbeenoneSolormnSpauldmgﬂ\oughladdfadualemdenoehas
ledvirtuallyalscholarstodismissthetheory,washelevedby
AlexanderCampbellhimselfandproposedbyeartywritersonMor-
monismanxioustopresentsomeplausibleaccountofauthorshipthat
. ; rSmiheihert I oo
b’a‘l’mﬂ[ﬂ N 24

159



160

BY THE HAND OF MORMON

Solomon Spaulding

Huﬂbut,vxhohadjustbeenexcommunlcatedfrommeMormonchurch

for'unchristianiike”conducttowardsomeyoungwomen. % |n1833he
heardthataReverendSolomonSpauidinghadwittenanunpublished
novelwihstrkingsimiariiestotheBookofViomoneniied Manu-
sariptFound. TrackingdownformerfriendsandfamilyofSpaiding,
"::'E.IIE:E:;QEI:“EE.IIEg.gI E.E:ELHQ.E |: jIE::I e
Zarahermia Alsosimiiartheysaid wastheplotineofwocompeting
i i hoehed . :

Hurbutlocated Spaulding'swidowinOtsegoCounty,NewYork,
wherehealsomanagediofind,amongSpaulding'seffects,themanu-
soripinquestion Asitumedoutthemanuscriptdescribedthead-

andLehi,butFabius,Hamboon,Ulipoon,andthelike. Withthetwo
mainconentionsoftheafidavisdisoredied(Sharednamesand iead-
ingincidents"betweenthetwoworks),onewouldhaveexpectedthe
thearyiodeequietdeathlicichotHurduisochissourcemeterials
toEberD.Howe whorehearsedthehypothesisinhisextensivecri-
tiquecfVomonismihathepubishedin1834, MomonsmUnvaled [ st )
HesuggestedthatthemanuscriptfoundintheNew'Yorkirunkwasnot
thesameonedesaribedintheafidavitsandelaboratedthetheorytoy
introducinganctherelement—thecomplicityofSidneyRigdon.Whie
inPittsburgh,Spaviding'swidoaremembered, hedeliveredhismanu-
scriptioaprintemamedLamibdin.Lambdin Howeconiectured deliv-
eredthemanuscripiintothehandsofSidneyRigdonsometimebetween
1823and1824.HeandJosephSmithreworkeditandpresenteditiothe
worldastheBookofMormon.

LambdinandLambdin-Rigdonhandoffsnotwithstanding,andignor-

before Decemberof1830 newspapersm NewYork pickedupthe

fraud.Bythe 1840s, madbeoomelhestandardnorrMomlonaocount
ofthebook'sorigin Overthenextcentury;hedebatewouidoontinue.

Thenjin 1834, theSpavidingmanuscriptiong thoughtiostorde-
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sagesthatappearedin1833—threeyearsaftertheBookofiViormon's
pudcaion 7 leuepssheag eshanestkingaakeoe

I ; I : cidence;” % i
asotruethataplagiarizingJosephmustbeuniqueamongfraudsin
rowc lgtl IEII- :|: e = :EIZ. . i" DegarsToe :i EE,sev-M
eralcmcsoonunuetosupportlheEthanSmmbookasthemost

mrkassourcematenalfomeBookofMormon B.H.Robertshad
addressediheissuemorethantwvodecadesearier. D Frsipublishedn
combinescopiousexcerptsfromisaiahtogetherwithdescripionsof
reporedJewisrHndanparalels(borowingextensivelyfromAlexander
wnHumbddfsreportd’nsembrancxxﬂ\A@«DanoL]anmAdars

nontolhemanyprecedmgvers'ons theBookofMormonmaintains
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thatitspeoplesdescendedfromManassehandJudah, not thetenlost

ventions.NumberScomparesthediscoveryofiViormon'sburiedplates
withthediscoveryofaburiedmanusariptinEthanSmith'swork. 2 Ad
numbelﬁoor‘rpar&Nephlteseershlp/\nlhlmllandmnanon Some,on

3 A

% And

EnvironmentalExplanations

Thispattern,whichhasheencalledanenvironmentalapproachto
theBookofiviormon, 37 hastwoessentialcomponents.DaleMorgan,a
thepremise. WithmypointofviewonGod lamincapableofaccept-
ingtheclaimsofJosephSmithandtheMormons, betheyhoweverso
convinang.fGoddoesnatexisthowcanJosephSmith'sstoryhave

3 Denyinga

asoamlnmrmoftheBod(oﬂVchrrmnllswltempaarwa
uamieu
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Fomodemaiticswhorgiectboththelbook'ssupematLiralongins
andgibpsychologizing(alongwithromanticnotionsofaithorshipas

theworkolasoliarygenusihatransoendshishistoricaloondiions),
textualoriginsmustbesoughtintheauthor'scuituralenvionment.

DavidWright, forexample, findstheBookofMormonandOldWorld
paralels striking, buihefindsequialynoienortywhatheconsiders

iohemaotextualideationalandouiurjbrecronismahetareiound
mtheBookofMormon 39Th|sposrt|on—thanhe BookofMormon

everpubllshedagaursmewcxk—AlexanderCampbell 's"Delusions.”
CampbelitherecharacterizedtheBookofMormonasamishmashof

uﬂenmnardrierrmn a

ofMomonismasprofoundlyhereticalandun-American,scholarsbe-

iLroh derc il
sephSmithistheologicalformation. 4 ThomasODealsrespectedsiuidy
wereinheritedfromitscutturalbackground,” BandWiliamMulder
characterizedMiormonismas ‘adynamicreworkingofthediverseele-
mentsinAmericarmIture" “

theBookofiviormon?Brodie foIbV\nngCampbeIIslead bellevesthe
antimasonicfervorthatbrokeoutoverthemurderofViason-exposer
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sivelyencodedasBookofMormon characters—MORmMoN, MOROoN;,
MAthONI,tonameonlyafewofhisexamples—togetherwith'theob-
semlepewarﬁ]danmrgmrﬂyhdeiverame—asn

ANT Ipas, MANTI conANTumr etc)

sparadicatiacksontheCatholicchurchappearedinRochesterandA-
banypapers. 4" SowhentheprophetNephi,asrecordedintheBookof
mons—haveassumedithatsuchreferencesrefertotheRomanCatholic
udh I — . . 8 :
Brodiethinksshedetects ‘CalvinismandArminianism'inthebook,
though‘theyhadequalstatus, dependinguponwhichprophetwas
espousingthecause, andevenuniversaismrecelvedahearing.” ®
SnoeBrode'snorkanumberohistorianshavesisodaimediohear
nineteenth-centuryechoesintheNephierecord MavinHilforone,
hasemphasizedearlyMormonismasaproductofdramatic“social
changeandsocialanxiety ofhe1820sand1830s As fugitivesfrom
sodalchangeandpaliicalnasocalocontict Momonserededher
kingdomofGodintoanantipluralisticrefuge. TheBookofViomon,he
agueseleashisLiopanvson Thedesidlicalisiedeioecn
theBookofMormonwasatheocracy,wherethechiefludgewasalso
heheaddi I o oLk :
ingthetruegospelandbyestablishingacommunisticeconomicorder
ot e 0



“ DEVICES OF THE DEVIL”

TheSearchforMiddle Ground

TheuniversalismBrodieperceivedhasbeenexploredfurtherbyDan
Vogel RepresentinganevwarietyoBookofMomoncriticivhochal
kengesdamsohistoridywhielyingiorenegoiisisheraiuedfin:

izior!ebegrebynokinghewel ot aiica
method aoocxdlngtmmm onemuslmtoneselﬁntotheumesand

membranceandcovenantasapersonalcontractofworksratherthana
communalcovenantofgrace(asinReformationthought). ThisBookof
MamonpasiionhedaimssnoiaresiorationoforimitveChristian
truthshutanechoafonestrandof1830sProtestantthoughiwithina
contestedsetolbeliefs. Inaddiion heargueswhenitcomesiothe
questionofhowotten,towhom,andhowtheEucharistshouldbead-
tersofquestionanddisputeamongChristiansinthenineteenth
century” 5 Elsewhere ThomaswitesthattheBookofViormondiscus-
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ﬁ Ui ﬁ —
assartionsoimodem©elevance asthetnoexamplesabove unsherisk
ofpretendingtoargueevidencewhenitreallyarguespremises.Nine-
teenhoamryBookoﬂ\AcxrmnreaderS/veremeﬁrsltooallBod(d

pessishonedhemihee (INeph205,0c0mparelsaiah485).
ThatiswhyVogel'scondusion—thatitisunikelythat ‘ancient
AmericancutturescouldhavedebatedUniversalisminamannerthat
wouldhavebeenmeaningfultothoseinnineteenth-century Amer-
ica" ¥—isacondusionpredeterminedbyanynaturalisticframework
andonethatdtsava/vsmeverynamreoﬂheBookoﬂ\/lorrnon 'Spro-

Mormons,Joseph'siving,prophesyingpresenceonlyconfirmedthem
intheirexpectationsthattheBookofViommonwouidbeoracular.Did
henotpronouncean1832prophecyﬁ1atvvarwould“shorﬂycometo

TotheMormonorthodox then,theBookofMomon'sstafuswould
besuspedidd ot evnoaemalkebiasavancadheconiexdaniich
ithasbeenread. TheLorddedaredthattheBookofiViomorwouldre-

Mi asal ."gll o Beof uemaltsasfabeyuldelu M
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Uponsoidoctines bewhichiet .

: - ospike ;
dowithouteither,wereclearedupbythebookofiViormon. Thatembar-
rassmentundenwhichthousandshadiaboredforyears foleamhowthe
saintswouldknonmnwheretogather thatalinaionsmightcometoZion,
withsongsofeveriastingjoy,andprepareahouse,thatthel ordmight
suddenlycometohistemple, sothatthemountainoftheLord'shouse
mightbeestablishedinthetopofthemountains,andbeexaltedabove
thehlsandhelangaiorthouioiZioninthelasttiayswasoovisted
bythebookofViormon. Thatwonderfuiconiecture whichieftablankas
totheoriginorforefathersottheAmericanindians wasdoneawayty
thebookofMormon. %

ontheBookofMormon,authoredlargelybyMomondissidents. The
newdredionwassignaledin1 990kyacolection\Vogehimsaledied,
whichhehopedwouldmoveMormonreligiousthinkinginamorelib-
usdrecutthroughhumanintermediaries; VogeremindsusWeneed
toattendto'theproblemofthehumanandthedivineinscripture,”
andothalenge smplsicassumpionsaboouithenatLrecievel:
forfinoderoanvestsimorereined. . definiionofevelation

anckajue” ® Whatthesefiteenessaysshare,alongwiththoseina
SUbsequenodiedioreniiled NevnAgpoachesaheBodkolViormon Bret
Metcakeed 1993)shissfotoepbinhascahiemsobper
monmereﬁjndamentallynmetcapﬁahsts’dm/enbyassumpmns
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turyhadpainstakinglyworkedouthetweenscienceandsuperstition,
naturalismandsupematuralismwerenowblured. Animalmagnetism
seemedaslegiimateasgravity. Dmsngfahddenn‘etalsappeared
agaionekbshenokingsoleleatily.” & Ascoondiieragreesthet
fissmplyinappropriaietomposecurerals heaidisindionbetween

magcandreigion, wihits Valueludgmentiatmagicissuperst-

tiousdeluded andiraionalinaidonnrighieviwhiereigons o

thebly Abstradexpressonobuhighesidesls”

Ralsedln afolkcquJrevvhere maglcwascommonplace Joseph

sﬂm&embfaqoemm,ram 8 Asateenagerhefound
hid - oo e

dozenmiesofhishome 66—affc)rdedan"npleopponunll)/toexcavatethe

vwhahostofnelghbus BrodiefolowedColeinbellevingJaseph's
earlyexperienceswitimagicinthemoundhauntediandscapeofivest
emNewYorK inspiredhistalesofvisionsandgoldplates. Miomon-
ismsprangfromthemounds,”concludesahistorianof American
adeeoogy.  ®
ﬂeoowltoonnmnreoewedama;orboostwhentvmnotonous

supematuralexperiences, however,hasonlygrownmorepronounced.
AsAanTaylonwiesoinstance freasure-seekingasnidespreadin
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Josephisimeandareaandressre seekersiunednaessinghioseer
stonesorpeep-stonesasamorereadyandreliablealtemativeto
dreams!’ (LormzoDaNfanmsMetmdsuunerant,erdorsedthere-

naﬁamgfeBod«thmSoTaybseermmmrg

become'Sippery' (Hel.1:3:31-36Mom.1:18) buteventhoseocounin
thecontextofcondemningratherthancondoning 'soroetiesandwitch

aafisandmeges Mom1:19)insumiheraissimplyiiebessior
arguingthattheworidviewofJoseph'serahadanyinfluenceonthe
make-upoftheBookofViormonitself Theinfluential EaryMormmonism
andtheMagicWoro\View westhefirstfuHengthstudytoassertihe
P : .

andeachingsoftheearlychurch buitsufiersiromtheauthorsas-
sumptionthattheHofimanforgerieswereauthenic. " Eveninthede-
cadeandmorebetveeniheoniginalandasecondediion asonereviener

notes D MichaelQuinnfailstodiscover asingleprimarysourcenri:

tenbyLatter-day Saintsthatmakesanypositivestatementabout

magic.” " QuinndoesnotdenythatboththeBookofMormonandLDS
teachingshaveconsistentlycondemnedmagic,butheworkshardto
buildacasethatJosephSmithmusthavehadaccesstoanumberof

maicHebrew]  Zohar bythesame'giftandpowerofGod™; 2 onmisun-

morecontemporaryatthat.(Alimawasaconjuringnameinaseven-

teenth-centurymagicanuiscript Quinnvites. %)
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Brookeattemptstofindhermeticism,Freemasonry,andalchemyinthe
translationprocessandtextottheBookofiViomon.Brookesearchesfor
anyandeverythoughtoractofJosephSmithandotherearlyMormons
maﬁemnseeasrelated—hcwevervaguely—tohemHQMasonnaL

® But

|nlheB|blereadbyJosephSrnmanydayofmeweeKtwamenn
smmmmmmumnagedm@mn

intriguingconnecﬁonsbetweenlhe BookofMormonandancient

bythewritingJosephlaterproducedpurportingtobe'theBookof
Abraham"thanbytheBookofViormon,HaroldBloomislikewiseim-
pressedbyJoseph'suncannyabiitytoieintooocuitandkabbalisic
mmndwmmrqmm—cmmab—
nhemmediaecuiurabonexdt 7 (InesimiarvenDavidNoeeed
manremarkedthathe hadneverbeforeencounteredanAbraham
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i sagice Therherookeoedh s iatedio i
is—huinedocumeninoiavalableuniine1890s., ™\ Thegreatscholar
ofpseudepigraphaJamesChariesworthhasnotconcemedhimsetiwith
BookafiViormonorigins,buthealsohassuggestednotewortilyconnec-
ﬁorsbeNveenlfeBod@ﬁ\/lcxrnonandancientteﬂs DiscussingBook

[3l\lepl115]ardﬂ“&eeomdsthadeathanmad\mtcmeMe&ah
maybeconcelvedashisretumfastrainedreadingof2Nephi6:14).
BahothesadesshamainainsponsiiLie annieresinginidoetineen
thePseudepigraphaandtheBookofMormon.” 8

namedZosmus;svstedbyanangeldﬂweLud V\/mcnndudshmon

destruction.\Wealsoarecfyouandofyourrace, theyaffirmto
Zosimus, 'excepithatGodhaschosenusandsetusinthisplace Hav-
ingescapedhescatieringofisrae! theyinhabiablessedand pre-
servedfromtheknowledgeofotherpeoplesby“awallroundthis
country’andbyawallofdoud above.
Aferelaingherhistoryandwaydiieheeldershesionther
recorduponZosimusvhoretimstothedesertanddepositstherecord
inacave There hepresevesthemagainstheeffortsoftheDevito
destroybohhimsefiandheplates Faiingtodoso; theDevinept”
Eaingesthetetissoie. gephoedrhenatd” a
TheBookofiViormon'sparallelswithSpaulding’'soverwroughtro-
mance,oreverwithEthanSmith'sdidacticaccountofindian-Jewish

& Thefrsver-
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IhanhlssecnonoﬂheBookoﬂvlanm Moslah Wwaswittenbefore9l
& c?Notnecessarilyso,sinceMomonsacknowledgethattheBookof
Mormoncouldhavebeeneditedandexpandedonatieastiwooccasions

thatpositaistheiieollesusoNazarethlisdamedhatheprophet
MormonabridgedsomepartsoftheBookofMiormoninthefourthcen-

uy  » nAndikewiseiisevidentthatJosephSmithinthenineteenth
centuryhadtheapportunitytoredactihetradiionsthathedaimedto
haverecehed. &

H - ; . et
elaboratedorexpandeduponhasbeenarguedatrnorelengmbyBlake

re[x&eermarmderrm)arsondanamemsmoe” &
Suchathearyaddressesakindofscholarydisconnectbetweenthe
kindofevidencebathMormmonandnon-Mormonscholarshavebrought
tobearontheBookofMormon. Totake Aima36asanexample,we
havethereanaccountofadramaticconversioninwhichAlmathe
Youngeriapsesintounconsciousnesstoberestoredihreedaysiater,
IE 'Il'g'ibn 'gl
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inKingBenjamin'sgreattemplespeech(Mos.2-6) thatincorporates
dementscxmnm@lVletfndstcamprmeﬂngstxMeasaswrmm-

wars, Infsmdmng,amenﬂorrrshaveanamenmroe andap-
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faithfulchurchmembers"accordingtoRichardBushman Smayrefiect
thetremendouspressuresthathavenowcometooperateatbothends
omqedebaieﬂmnrmram/eanempstoforgeaoornpomsepos-

oﬂ\Aonnonvx/noserootsarelntheLaner-daySantsmolamoaﬂmu-

rigd

In1965,Leonard Arington(calledaschurchhistorianin1972)
soundedahistoriccaliorthestudyofViormoncuitiureandhistory in
humanomaturalisticterms.” 9 Thatsameyear,asmalgroupafiVior-
monhistoriansorganizedaroundthethesisthat iormonscholarship
seemediohavereachedapointthatitshouldbeconcemednatonly
wihprovingthedaimsofJosephSmithoutalsonitrecognizingthe:
humansideofChurchhistory” % Intheyearssince thestudyofivior-
monhistoryhasgrown,inoneobserver' swords,romootiageindusty
intoalarge-scaleenterprise. TheMomonHistoryAssodation,anex-
ampleoiusioneprofessonalgrop boastsover L, 100members Are-
centoefinitvebblographyofViomonstudiescomboratesthesurge
opubcaionanheied 2

The"newMormonhistory thattookroatinthe1960sistodayan
umbrelatermwhosemeaningiscontentiouslydisputed Ingeneral it
seemstoitsadvocatestomeanMormonhistorypropertydoneandto

mmummrmebuxmmn o % TheoeniebLes-

raphybeapphedtoMormonlsmwrmoutdmngvlolencetonsown

accouniofdivineoriginsandprovidentiainvolverment?
stMUgleynHybepanungwuheobmmenhe\Mmm
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ThestakesinthedebateabouthomodoMormonhistoryarehuge.
HistorianMartinMartyobsenvedin1 983that

Momonthoughtisexperiencingacrisiscomparabletobutmorepro-
foundthanthatwhichRomanCatholicismrecognizedaroundthetimeof
theSecondVaticanCounci(1962-5) Whateverotherchangeswereoc-
cuningintheCatholicchurch, therewasadramatic, sometimestraL-

suasweBookoﬂ\Aom\onapdogems—orlfesheem\agnmdeomar
burgeoningnumbers—toatiracimoresetiousattentiontotheirscrip-
tureheBookoMomonwarsihatragermostiuriouslyareiakingplace
rubricofthe“newMormonhistory, theBookofMommonhasdrawna
et oo } I
OnebasisforanewmiddiegroundinBookofMormonstudiesisa

totheholyvolume?Andwhathadtheyexactlyintheirseveralind-
vmalmmds Menlfleydelweredt‘remtteranwsmmearemam-
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Simiarty,wefindBrighamD.Madsen(whojumpedthegunabitin
declaringthereare“‘overwhelmingscientiicproofsofftheBookof
Momon'sficionalcharacter)pleadingforanabandonmentofivior-
monpreccoupationwiththesaripiure'shisioriatyfobereplacedoya
focusonisrelgiousandspiiLahvalues.” 101 Hequotesapprovingly
anotherMormon, DavidP.Wright whoinvokesthe Jamesiandefense
that'somemightthinkthatacceptanceofthecondusionthatJoseph

asanothemewMomonintellectual, IanBarbervmtestoamanmo—

dateJosephisperceivedpropheticialibiityoycomparingtheBoakof
MomontotheBibleandbyredefiningscripture“asbothrecordand
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hot i oortechinerat oL
ordowmentaryhlstory ? 104 Butsudwanaitemptataccommodalion,

JosephSmithmayhaveborrowedtheBible’sKingJamesidiomin
trarslanngﬂeBoddmemNth@mrpomoMmred

ortransmissionerrorsisnotcomparabletoembracingtheBookof
Momon's'sariLiehvalues inbiihedisregardiorisbeingpossily,
fraudulentiromconcepiiontoexecuion.

: . . H oo
undeartome,” heeamestiywrites, howtheOld Testament'sgreat
emmﬁslonomumanfearandhopelnGodornsmwgeofehcal

itmaybetrueenough,tomakeaparallelpoint thatonemayhavea
dreamandthenlaterprogressivelyre-representittooneselfancthe
wordesaninoreasinglysUbimeavenioloosmicsgniicance Thissa
paushlescenaricioranyhonestfanaticorienziedooet 107 Butdosgph
Smithsimplydoesntcooperateinsuchareconstruction.Becausehis
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sive,andprolongedengagementwithatangible, visible,grounding

atiecisnooompatienihethearythaimeakeshimannspredivier
reworkingthestuffofhisowndreamsintoaproductworthyofthe

provokeaeslhebcsaﬂsfacﬂon notbyitsabilitytogroundsome
hagiographyofthepoet ButJosephSmithcouldnothaveproduceda
fraudueninorkhaiGodvalideiesas Hs  onrdesgnaiedsignofiosephis
chosenness,astheverifiableemblemafGod'srenewedpresenceinhu-

marhistory orasthemostgficaciousvehideeverprovidedhumansior
revelatoryexperience. Those rolesaswehaveseenarewhathavede-
finedtheBookofMomon'sstatLisasMomonscripture—notsometor-
tuous‘strivingforthedivine by a'religioussociopath whojust
Mppaedmn‘erlpegrmMMﬁyrgmudm

fancifulbutinspiringmythologytoMormonsandtheBookofiViormon
sibesaipire Buthestoryofhegoldoaiesoouicholoeandul
mythologyandtheBookofiViormonstilbescripture. Andthisrela-
tionshipofJosephSmith—andhisstory—totheBookofilormonsim-
plyhasnocounterpartinthehistoryofiheBlble Andanyatiemptio
ﬁndmlddlegroundbyanaloglzmgmeBookofMamonandlheBlble
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narativestructuresthatrecurthroughoutthetext. From'warming
prophet'andmonarchicalnarrative omstothedyingheretic'and
“finaldestruction’forms hearguesthatvariousinstancesoftextLial
repetiionservetorevest thesacredinsodety (JosephSmithis not
Mormon'sjandioprodaimtheuniversalnaturecfoertainsocialand
hisoicauinsNoenielSdingouesionsohisory; Thomesdar
aderizestheBookoMomonasa imosalc; o skindoligsanpuzze”
comprisedotbiblicalphrasesandoontemporarytheologicalproblems
withwhichJosephSmith'smindwassaturated.
Thomassworkhastheadvantageofappealingtoreigiousscholars
wilingtoconsidertheBookafiViormonwithoutcorfrontingiisrel-
glousdalms 10 Hlsavwvedmrpose “[oredaijookoﬂvIormonnar

Mormonworthreading?” m
CIearIy, Thomas’sclajmlhatweshouldfocusonthe Bookof

Ihereseemsiobesomehrg\meﬂjll)nnadequarehere|nanapproad1
thatinsistsouestionsofBookafiViormonauthentictycanbeentirely
suspendedwhieweanalyzeintertextuiaialusionsand bibicaldus-

ters.”Forthough Thomasclaimsthatattentiontothese“verbal
aonvenionghaessesousilyioerioheoosohaedis
precselythevoicecMoronihaliseidedintheprocess Buloehad,
Ihaveseenthem,andtheyhaveministereduniome’(3Nephi28:26),

accommodate. IMaigmhﬂmestocallhmeﬂﬁodaA/ayof
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9 vaiherkesa b Y b ohe "
gerLeqiiTEY: . bzt

J Igl ; E'igi' it e
adieraiLie appoachesgenerdly.

theinterestingguestionhereisnatwhetheryoungEnglish-speakers
smuldlqmlheBlble—theyob\nouslysmuld—btmhemerabodmm

Similarlyappealingasagesturecfcompromise,butsimilaryim-
plauside stheargumentofreigioushistorianLavwrencelFoster His
compromisepasitionontheBookofiViormonasa! trance-stateproduc-
tion"wouldmeanthat“fromaMormonperspectivethebookcould
thenbedesarbedasdvinelyinspired fromanorHViomonviewsport,
itcouidbeseenasanunusualysophisicatedproductofunconscious
andiie-knownmeniaiprocesses. Thusweoouldshifthefocusiom
‘theunrewardingandulimatelyirelevantquestionofwhetherany
gokjenplates everexstedorvvhetherlheBookoﬁ\/lomonvvasa

uz
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Oniheotherhand toconsiderthe' oontentandmeanlng’ oreven

oftheBookafiViormon.Ofcourse, oneauthorofvolume3thoughtthe
bookdmbedtheheglraofanadvenmrwsfdknwngby&m-

sumptionsofMlormonfundamentalistsprecludeconsiderationofthe

BookofMormmonasan‘American'work,intheordinarysenseofthe

wordandeasioialasaprodudofhenineteenthoentury” o
Bulisnfustherassumpionshaiteermineheimisofoal

consideration. TheforgeriespublishedbyJamesMacphersonagenera-

nmeaﬂemermreoogwlzedbyrmstmucsasfraudulemm

hadrofngmmmmc)rwemm thonsofcxm in
otherwords,wereeasilydivorcedinMacpherson'scasefromtheap-
pealandvaluecttheworkasiteratLire Fewpeoplehavebeenableto
similariybracketthemoreremarkabledaimsoftheBookofiMomon's
ofthe bookltself Itlseasytoseewhycultural Mormonsand

owntermsifnotJosephSmith's,asMark Thomasdoes.WhenoneMor-
monscholarorganizedasmallconferenceofnon-LDSscholarsfrom
“text-onienteddiscipines toexaminethebook oneOxfordprofessor
oireigoushistorywassurprisecioinchonsuccessiubyibore the
Kindoidoseanalysisiohidourgroupoiphiosopherspolicalsa-
entsisierayenchisoricalspecialsissubiededt Hecameanay,
hewroewiharfenrichedappredation. . forthiscomplexandin-
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spiingwork.” 121 Butthatkindofsuccesscanonlyencouragethe new
historians Whocontinuetosearchforplausiblenineteentcentury
sourcesforthework inordertonaturalizeitandthusencourageits
Studyasarespediableendeavoroisecuiarschoars. 1z
ResponsebytheMormonorthodoxtothosewhowouldreducethe
BookafMiormontosacrediictionomineteenth-oentuiypotpouninas
beenpredicablyhostienaaioloninguidicaionoDanvVogels
1990c0alection, TheWodblGod  aricalrevienshytheFoundationior
AnaentR%archandMonmnsmdmandensumgexchang%belween

sut. 12 Manmntﬂaaﬂmﬁeadfametjeranoeard indeed,they
mayberightthatMormonorthodoxyhasawidespancapableofem-
bracnggreatdiversty Ontheotherhand evangelicalsdearlyagree
thatsuchnaturalisticapproachesstrkeattheveryheartofViormon-
ism.TheimesponsetoBrentMetcalie's NevwApproachestotheBookof
Mommforemmple hasbeengleeﬁJI In[ad,CaﬂMosserardPaul

124 They

“TheBookofViommonisthekeystonecfourreligion, %ﬂ)oseph
Smihandhechosahs words  careluly. 1% yrasnotheediioeonnhich
dwurd"lteamlngsardorganlzanonsvverebwlt "IT\eBookoﬁ\/Iorrmn

preemptivedefenseagainstextravagantexpectations, Moronipro-
darecb*ﬂllac:agawmmaeaefalsrqadm
treinwing ey hemeynelereveriesheyddenood,
nothatiwouidexcusemyselbecauseoiothermenbutbecausectthe
weaknesswhichisinme accordingtotheflesh, ’andlatersaysthat
whathehasiienhehas witieninweakness (INephil9.62Nephi
334).Josephhimselwasremindedinarevelationthatwhatthel ord
speakshespeaks Unighisenanisrtheiweakness afietheman-
nerotheitanguage (D&C1:24) JosephisdaimthattheBookofMior-
monwes themostoormediofarybookoneart’ 127 setsahighstandard,
buthistransiationisnoQurannoianmmaculaieiextuaincamation
ofGoohimse.
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NP I hendiiieibe:
cevidenceiortheaLihenicve
Smith'steachings” 12 Churchenemiesagreed Inveterateant-Momon
SymondsRyderwrotein1831that ffamanonceopenshisheartto
receivetheBookofMlormonasadivinerecord, heisalsounderthe
[ sic Joywayofcommandment.” 12
Somel DSscholarsallegethatBookofiViormondefenderB.H.Rob-

1D Asevidence,

ChnstofLatterDaySaJnls(RLDS asmallbranch—numberingsome
fewhundredthousandshythe1 990s—formalyorganizedinl 860kargely
ofmemberswhorejectedtheleadershipofBrighamYoungatthetime
oftheexoduswestward).Inthe1960s,somemembersofthatgroup
dﬂagecﬁ‘efadﬂmﬂerabrdmpueﬁmm

offshootchurch. Forsumultaneamwhade—empha&smmBookof
Momon,therehadtonecessariyfolowade-emphasisonitstransia:

tor Andindeed bythetimeofthatoriicsrecommendationtheRLDS
werealreadydownplayingthefoundingepiphaniesoftheProphetJo-
sephcalingherieigousexpetiences fathethanvisonsorangeic

visitations. 12 psfortheBookofiViormonitself;theRLDShavegone
beyondde-emphasistovirtuiarepudiation.inonelUtahcongregationa
ministerwasremovedin1 991 fomepeatedly emphasizingtheBookof
Mormonlnhlsvmrshpmeeungs’ and‘mermonrg]osephSmmsname

ITHN\MdoonferenoevotedtorenameMewdmrdme‘Cornmunlty
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estantassimilationthanhasproventobethecasewiththeRLDS.
rici s oot I

enlightenedrebirthmaybeanopenquestion. Butitwouldnotbea

churcheitherB.H.RobertsorJosephSmithwouldrecognize.
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‘PlainandPrecousTiuths™
TheBookofMormonasNew Theology,
Part1l—TheEncounterwith

ey

TakeawaytheBookofMomonandtherevelations,andwhereisour

reigon\Vehavenone.

—JosephSmith
TheBookofiviormon...maynothaveaddedenoughdoctrinalnovetty
totheChristiantradiiontohavemadeMormonismmorethanaProtes-
[28:508

—~Rodney Stark

WhenitbecameknownthatiwasaMormon,allcrondedaroundtolook
atmeasthoughtherewassomepeculiarityabouta‘Mormon'thatwas
notaboutanyotherperson.SomewantedtoseetheMomonBible the
goldenBible etc.handedthermmypodketBie—anewbook gitedged.
Theytookitandlookeditalthroughcarefully henhandedibadkto
meremarkingtheycouldseencdifierencenithantheronnBhe.

—Wandle Mace

W tothepropheticdaimsofJosephSmithandtheimminence
dfnelasida;sAndmtherUMVkasﬁs!appear
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disappointed:theBookofiiormoncontainsnoexplictmentionofex-
alaioniheaveniuebisicaionoimen)hecegreesoigoryiiing,
theWordoWisdombeptismiorthedead premoralexisience, Soreer-
naimariage Infact theaooountsofearyconvertstoViommonismoon:

fimthatitwasthe congruence ofBod<0ﬂ\/lon’rmtead1ings/vilhihe

4 Smi-
larly,firstgenerationmemberJohnMurdockwascertainthatifthe
MormonmissionariesweretrueemissariesofGod, theBookafMor-
monwilconizinthesameplanoisalvationastheBioe.” 5 Hereadthe
BookofMormon,and thespiritoftheL ordrestedonme withessing

tomeofthetruthofthework.” 8 AndOrsonPrattsaicithatwhenhe
heardthemessageofMormonism,“Assoonasthesoundpenetrated
myeasknewhaitheBblenestuefheidocineneste.” d
GibertanatherearyconvertwotethatwhenpresentedwithaBook
ofMiomon,he‘compareditwith...thebible, (whichbookiveriy
thoughtibeleved,Jandioundthetwobooksmutuialyandreciprocally
comoborateeachather,andifletgothebookofiViormon thebible
mightalsogodownbythesamerule.” 8 EarlyMormonhymnistW.W.
PhelpsreiacedinindafiersudyingheBookofMomonthat iisgos-
pelwasthesameanditsordinanceswerethesameasthoselhadbeen

taughttoobsenve.” 9Ar1dh|soontemporaryJosethoveyrecorded|n

TimothySmithagreesthat the persuasive  power ofthenewscrip-
mreﬁandofthemssonarwvrmrodamedandemwrmdthemlay
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mon, overhalfamlionoopmoftheablevmedsmbtmdwle
AmericanBibleSocietyintwoeditions. TheBookofMomon,wites
onehisiorian; Wasbwdm:t‘a/vayltmbdedaﬂ«gﬁn
lr'iohosewoimprinis.
Thiscongruity,perceivedbyearyconvertswesgeneralynottls-
medbydoutIerwrmmﬂheBookoﬂvnﬂm Fewlhmgsowbl

tryforwenv\nhundredyears 13 AsaNewYompaperptmtralher

feeladisquietidebecauseofihemarvelousandwonderfulvorkthatthe
15

doedheioeed 16
SotheBookofMomonrefuteduniversalsalvation,butsodidmost
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tetthoseiheeami , hei -
exarnlnemeBookofMorrnonreallzedmamsmeologyvvasfarfrom

makeknowntheplainandpreciousthingswhichhavebeentakenaway
Theprocesshbywhichthoseelementswere‘takenawaytobegin
desoiedesnet

AndtheangeloftheL ordsaiduntome: Thouhastbeheldthatthebook
[theBible]proceededforthfromthemouthofalew;andwhenitpro-
ceedediorthfromthemouthofaJewitontainedthefuinessofthegos-
pelottheLord,ofwhomthetwelveapostiesbeamecord;andtheybear
recordaccordingtothetruthwhichisintheLambofGod.Wherefore,

. o ; :

i ;
welveapastiesofthel amb;romtheJewsuntotheGentles;thouseest
theformationofthatgreatandabominablechurchwhichismostabomi-
nableaboveallotherchurches;forbehald theyhavetakenawayfrom
thegospeloftheLambmanypartswhichareplainandmostprecious,

17
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andalsomanycovenantsoftheLordhavetheytakenaway. . . JAnd]
becauseofthemanyplainandpreciousthingswhichhavebeentaken
outofhebookwhichwerepainuntotheundersiandingofihechidren
ofmen,accordingtotheplainnesswhichisintheLambofGod—because
ofthesethingswhicharetakenawayoutofthegospeloftheLamb,an
exceedinglygreatmanydostumble,yea,insomuchthatSatanhathgreat
poweroverthem.(INephil3:24-29)

o ML —
‘bysearchingthescripturesifoundthatmankinddidnotcomeunto
) . & ]

whaleprocess(muchascertainJewishChristiangroupsintheeary
ChristianchurchallegedOld Testamentconmuptionhadoccurreddur-
ingherocessolcanonizaion Z’)Everbebrdﬁnaﬁaml“qms,
Vit i i M ligl nmamng
ouBbies (ISHL:36). Thepiatesmerelyexplainedandexpandecthose
ButwhatpredselywastheroleoftheBookofViomoniobeinthe
mstorahonofthe‘planandpreaashmgs;’?Nephhadspokenof

cemingthepointsofimydocting’(D&C10:62-63).
Thlsparadoxofthe BookofMormonasboﬂ"lconﬁrmlngand|m-

2 it

beginswithabriefhistoryofthethentwo-year-oldchurch.Passing

quicklyovertheFirstVision, 2 theauthoimmediatelyproceedstoa
desaiptionoftheangelMoronisvisitationtotheyoungprophetand
therecorchedeiveredup:

WhichBookeontainedarecordofafalenpeople,andalsathefuinessof
: st i ; .
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. i . rheses b
daysofold,thathemightbethesameGodforever.Amen.WhichBook
: R
Mﬁn\AMereforeha\AngsogmlessesbyMemshalﬁmmkj

seertytf‘ﬂfﬁﬁ‘ermstpbrpaﬂsdhel\leNTestanHEM\/ebeen
takenfromitbytheMotherofHariotswhileitwasconfinedinthat
Chuth. fomheyear A 4601400 Theisssuificentressorior
theLordiogivecommandiohavetransiatedanew:Notwithstanding
KingJamestransiatorscidverywel allknowingthattheyhadonly
thecommonfaculiesofmenanditeraturewithoutthespiitofRev-
edon’ % Notalassessmentsweresounderstanding, asasubsequent
ariderevesled: AstotheerrorsintheBlble anymanpaossessedof
commonunderstanding,knows, thatboththeoldandnewtestaments
adiedhihemosaosoutiesipicsancoontracidionswhidmust
betheworkafmen.AsthechurchofChristwilsoonhavethescrip-
thegrossenors orastheymighibetermed conradidions” >
Indeed,JosephSmith's1842pronouncementthatl atter-daySaints
“bellevetheBookofMormontobelhewordofGod "whereasthey

amongtheLatter-daySaints. ThisassertionapplieseventoMomon
I ) ﬁ oS S 7 One
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venssavvbetvveentheBlbleandtheBookoﬂvlormon” 2 Apparently,

Josephwasnotspeakingentirelytongueincheekwhenhewrote,in
MWWH&MMWMM

WwebelevetheBbe” 2 AsnesawearyoonvertsusedheBleasthe
standardagainstwhichtheymeasuredtheBookofMomon'steach-
ings.GrantUnderwoodhasshownthatinearlyl DSpublicationsthe
Biblewasquotedanywherefrom19to40timesasofienastheBookof
Mommon. 2 %aiyifﬂshatdya/demetﬁreBbleSUerm

monvariety. Sdlmjreasafumandasaoonoemgradualyermrged
anddevelopedintheNearEast; hewites, inaprocessofSonarys-
telizaionnhosavitualycompletesiagecomesniitheQuran.....
WhenlsaythattheQurancuiminatesthisprocess,ldonotmeanto
Lgpesthatheprocesssiopshersopsathapant .. Closetoour

ownday JosephSrnmmheUnltedStaIeS\MmmsBookoﬂ\/lorrnon

enlargedcanonbutforanendlessone.W.D.Davieshasquestioned
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dynamismthatshowssignsofeasingbutnotending. Followingthe
BookofMormon spubl|canon|n1830 Josephimmediatelybeganan

oewedoverlheprevlowdecadevverepubllshedasthe BookofCorm-
madmens inl833(tpiningdisuptedbymoabaction alewhundred
salvagedoopiescontainedsomesbrevelationstotheprophet)Work-
ingwithEgyptianpapyriacouiredin1835,JosephproducedtheBook
ofAbrahampubishingiininstaimenisn1 842 Morerevelationsivere

addegioanewediionofthe DoctrineandCovenarts in1835andthen
agarn1844 (l\ldalcﬁosephsrevelat[m/\aermpaatedto

ingboththeBookofiViosesandtheBookofAbraham(thevolumeofii-
cdialybecamechurchstripiurein1880) Additonalrevelationswere
1876,anda“Manifesto’ofWifordWoodrufffrom19080n;in1921,
Joseph's'Lecturesoniaithwereremoved.In1976, worevelations
receivedn1836and1918(thektieryasubsequentchurchpresident,
JosephF.Smihwereaddedio PearolGreatPrice In1981theywere
tansienredoine DogtinearcCoverarts AongmhartOficaDeda:
ration’onthepriesthood. Josephabviouslymeantiwhenhewroteto

Johnwenworththet WebelievealthatGodhasrevealed althatHe
doesnatrevealandwebeievethatHewilyetreveaimanygreatand

importantthingspertainingtotheKingdomoafGod.” *
NeverthelessthereissomebasisiorseeingtheBookofMomonasa
guidetodoctine Thesecondissueor TheEveningandheVomingSar

wasalreadyreferringtotheBookofMomonasacompanionto,rather
thaneithersupporterorsupplanieroftheNewTestament Elderswere
remindedthatthey“mustreasonfromtheBibleandtheBookofVior-

mon,withgreatcareandnotpervertthemeaningofGod'ssacred
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uesqnfmnmwnadml\lemaarrmm;aymedu
pubshedheisinsaimeniobtbuist Sapueivtiernalby
Joseph Smithbutbythe renowned protestant, Bishop Edward
St

StilwhenJosephSmithoutinedthechurch's doctringandun-
dertooktoexpound thefactsoffhisown]religiousprindplesna
“LettertotheEldersoftheChurchtoguidethemintheinmissionary
laborsin1835 hequotedatgreatiengthfromluke Acts Revelation,
Matthewlsaiah,andHebrenstoteachthefundamentalsofrepertance,
baptism,andthegiftoftheHolyGhast TheBookafiViormonreceived
notevenamention. 3 (Giventhetendencyofmostwiterstociisthem-
selvesateveryopportunity Josephisreluctance—hereaselsewhere—io
theBookoﬂ\/lormonlnanolheroolumnmmoldlngthe historyand
dongsofihelndians; nafolon-upletierJosephoontinuedhisdoc
tinalexposiioninrecappingheprinapiesoirepentanceandoaptism
fortheremissionofsins heremindshisaudiencethathedoes pos-
ivelyrelyuponheruhandveradtyothoseprincplesinouicateoin
thenewtestament Onlyinpassingoninthesulgeciof thegathering”
andafierguatingfrormhisnewtransiationofGenesis,fromRevelation
andDeuteronomy,doesheatiastciteNephiandEthenrelativetothe
comingofaNewJerusalem. *

[ i A atureofai
asaprincpleofpower. Butevenhere asTnxﬂ’ySmmnoteshe
ignorestheopportuinitytousemanypassagesthatwouldhavesus-
taned hispontsrelyinginsteadonfavorie\WesleyanNew Tesiament
passages. ©

Joseph'ssuccessorBrighamYoungwasofthesamebent “Inever
askedforanybookwhenlwaspreachingtotheworld,"hedeclared,
‘buttheOldandNewTestamentstoestablisheverythinglpreached,
andiopovealihatnesnecessary.” 4l Ofooursehisorientationisn
partpragmatic.AmongthaseChristianpeopleswheremostchurchpros-
elyiaghedHnicalbearcatiecbutivhotion seeseg ide
todoctrineaworkwhaoseverystatusissocontested. ButsomeMor-

monsresistsuchefortsbecausetheyareimpatientwithevenfellow
Latter-daySaintswhowouldimposeupontheBookofMormonadoc-

ielokksekor llech by Qi ki
ofadocmnalcommenta:yonmeBookofMonnon forexample one
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BookofMomonwasanoddwayforittohavebeenmadeavailable.
Lookeckthatnayjiumsoutohavebeeraiaire.” 2
Nevertheless,inthemodemera,theBookofiViormonandtheBible
havebecomevirtuiallyinterchangeabeforpurmposesofdoctineinthe
Mormonchurch. Thefullestexpressionoftheimpulsetosimplysiip
theBookoiMiomoniniohbicaldoihing alowingitonheriapre-
definedscripturalcategoryratherthancarvingoutanewone,came
withthechurch's1979-1981ediionofthe SiandardWorks, hesaip-
mralcanonthanndudabothleandBookoﬂ\/lormon aswelas

andteadmng ChurmapostleBoydKPacker ontheotherhandwas
seeingalargerissueatsiakewhenhereferrediotheediionas the
mostimportantthingthatwelthechurchlhavedoneinrecentgenera:
tions,"and thecronningachievementintheflongandgrowth-stud-
dedladministraionafPresidentSpence\W.Kimball” “
Aswehaveseen, MormonsfromJosephSmith'sdaytothepresent
wordoftheLordcameagainuntome,saying,Moreover, thousonof
mmmummmmmmm#

ofJudah—ﬂweOIdT%tamentandmeNeWTestament—andthesuckor

recordofEphraim—theBookofiViormon,whichisanathertestamentof

JesusChrist—arenomwvoventogether. ... 'Iheyalerdeedonermr

hands Ezekelgorophecynonstanddulied”
Accordingly,theBookofMommonseemstohavenowreachedacon-
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heldbyitsmembers.InarevelationtoJosephSmithin1831,thel ord
dedaredthathisservantsshallspeakwhenmoveduponbytheHoly
Ghost. AndwhatsoevertheyshallspeakwhenmoveduponbytheHoly
Ghosishabesaiptureshabethendoihel odshelbethenord
oftheLord,andthepowerofGoduntosalvation’(D&C68:34).
InwasinsuchacontextthatBrighamYounginthe1830smadea
dramaticsiatemenicomparinghecaimsLponLatier-daySaintsolsarip-
tureandofmodempropheticutterance:

hetooktheBookofMormon,andlaiditdown; andhetooktheBookof
DoctrineandCovenants,andiaiditdownbeforehim,andhesaid: There
isthewrittenwordofGodtous,concemingtheworkofGodfromthe
beginningoftheworld,almost,toourday.Andnow,"saidhe, when
donotconveythewordofGoddirecttousnow,asdothewordsofa
Pofer  ©

In1916 OrsonFWhitneyreiterated: Thelatter-daySaintsdonot
dohngsbecawemeyhappenk)bepnntednatmkﬂweydonddo

\AmatevensdonebyhsChurmlsbecaLseGodspeahngﬁomHeaven
inourdayhascommandedtheChurchtodoit Nobookpresidesover
thisChurchandhabookdiestitsfounciaion.Y oucannotpleuipbooks
enoughtotaketheplacecfGod'spriesthoodinspiredbythepowerof
theHolyGhost” ® Ardh&/vords/veremMmquotedbyanotherelder

CHRISTIANITY
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AsW.D.Daviesstatesthedilemma, Progressiveandcontinuous

indeed theNTitseff—posetoMormonism.” 51 Butasweshallsee,it
nmwmwmmm asadhak

vertsrespondedtofavorably. Tothoseprimitivists,seekers,and
restorationistswhosoughtaretumtothesimplegospeloftheNew
TestajmntlfleBookoﬂ\Aorrnon\n/asappeallngbymeecfﬂwepHn

coreAsquoledbefore,eaWMorrrmmsscmr)ANardleMaoerecorded
inhisioumalthatinadditiontopreachingtheBookafMiormon, We
discourseduponthedfistprincplesofthegospel” % Indeedhecouid
havetaughtthosefirstprinciplesfromtheNewTestamentasJoseph
andBrighamsuggested,orfromtheBookofMiormonitself Nephiwho

ehS o , :

knowtheifyeshalidlontheSonwihiubouposecheartadingo
hypoaisyandnodeceptionbeforeGod butwithrealintent repentingof
yousinswinessinguniotherFatherthatyearewdingtotakeuponyou
ﬂqenameofChnstbybapusﬂ—yea, byfollowingyourlLordandyour
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Father,saying:Yea,thewordsofimyBelovedaretrueandfaithiul. He
thatendurethiotheend hesameshalbesaved (2Nephi31:13-15)

b K ST eSS G
andordnancesofihegospe! inthefourthofhechurchisArtidesor

Feit ek o eoChis” | !
Mormonandistheonlyteachingdignifiedbytheword ‘doctrine”in
theentireBookofMiormon.Infact asLouisMidgleyhaspointedovt,
domreappealsmtheBookoﬂ\Aanmwventy—fwmmesaM/ays

moomplehonmJuneoflSZQ Ha\nnglearned
churchwastobeestabished JosephSmith OiverCowdery,andDavid
Whimeraskedformore'instrudionsrelativeinbuidinguptheChurch
ofChrist” %6 napparentreferencetotheBookofiViormon,theLord
directedthemto ‘relyuponthethingswhicharewwiten;forinthem
arealthingswittenconcemingthefoundationofimychurchmygos-
pelandmyrock (D&C18:34) Inresponsetothiscirective Oliver
Conderyoomposedasetof procedurareguiations Torthenewachurch,

relyingontheBookofiViormonforoverS0percentofitscontent. 5

Cxwmbtysamb&a\,edaslmbassf(ﬂosepr&nﬁsammledmd

mudwvaslherefuehea\AMeIanUJponlheBookoﬂkarrmEelf
Forexample,Nephitebaptismsignaledformalentryintothechurch,
waspracticedoyimmersionfortheremissionofsins, andwaspredi-
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cateduponproperpriesthoodauthority. BothCowdery'sandSmith's
articesusedBookofiViormonlanguagetoestablishthesesameprin-
cplesinthenewchurch. Thesamewastrueotthemannerofordaining
teachersandpriests(anddeacons,inSmith'sdocument),ancthemode
ofadministeringtheL ord'ssupper. %8 Thechurch'sactualwordingof
water)comedirectyromprayersrecordedintheBookofiviormon.
Manydevelopmentsmdmrdmrganlzanonanddodnnematfol-

addressedbyCovvderysprellmlnarydowmentbasedonmereglean-
ingsfromtheBookafViormonwouidsoonbefiledbyaproiiferation
ofmorecontemporaryrevelationandwouldcometoconstituteanad-
St ok Hlaonihodkckni i
theBookoﬂ\/IormonprovidedabasisforsonEdwurchproceduresand

tioreboutourion,

ki I I oo
al Thescripturedoesmakeanumberoforiginaldaimsthatgowel
beyondhemererepackagingoProiestantsm B H Roberts onecfine
churchisgreatesistudenisoftheBookofViomon believedthatitoon-
tainednumeroustheologicaltreasures. Amongtheoriginalcontribu-
tionsoftheBookofiviormon,hefound

thedefniionolruthisei{ Jaoob4:13)thedodrineciopposieexis:
ences(2Neph2)thedoctinefwithoosmalogicaimplications)ihatthe
universesplisiniowocategories thingsioadandthingsiobeacted
uport (2Nephi214)afoundationforanungueliiecsfimmationoiman's
a0enoy@Nephi227,1023Ame61:21)adocinecthefalofAdames
rsﬂmﬂmdvﬂgwdz\mﬁlomswzlemm

Christandhisatonement; tiemedalrmstwfﬂyfromtl*eteachlngs
oftheBookofMlormon.”
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i esitesne O oL ihreer
enoestoJawandEgymarstoZedeMahand]emsalemampmdm
destrucionthebookosesnoimenupsatingexpedationsinregard
ioredionalChisiology Amerenineverseshnicherecodiheprophet
“‘welveothersfollowinghim,”who'‘camedownandwentforthupon
radicalandpervasivethemesinthe BookofiViormon—pre-Christian
knomedgeoiChrist UnlikethermessianicPsaimsandisaiahpassages,
BookaofViomonpropheciesofChristareunmistakablyspedific.'Yea,
evensixhundredyearsfromthetimethatmyfatherefiJerusalema
prophetwouldtheLordGodraiseupamongthe Jews, recordsNephi,
“—evenaMessiah,or,inathenwords, aSavioroftheworid '(LNephi
10:4).Nephithendescribeshisbaptismby theprophetwhoshould
preparethenaybeforehim, hisministryamong muiuices. . geth

33,2Nephi25:19). Addingyetmoredetails KingBenjaminindicates
thet hismathershalbecaledMary; andAimarecordsthathishirth
wioocuinhendofJerusalem(Mos38Aimar12).

; i : AN
thatthe BookofMormonallegesoftheNephites. Fromthetime

&0 n

outthatscripture. 61 MorefrequentlyperversethanintheNewTesta:
mentassertsancther. 82 TheironyofalithisisthatMormonsfind
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tantswhiehddingsacrednotwotesiamentsolChristouithree.
prgssmmnoi‘gdv&ﬂmeBodmﬂVbrrm—lsaahsgeddnr&
recogizabledestipionsohisminstyandoudidonfamiarsay-
ingsfromhisOldWordSermonontheMount—thereseemslitieim-
n‘edatee«ﬂemeb&medhesrxx &8 Ormedm*nardiheImem
farsTostartwih|atier-daysSarnishodheunouebeiethetieho-
vahwesthepremortalChrisinhisOl T esarrerlgarbthetmeGmbf
mationintheBookafiViormon.Nephiisthefirsttoequate’ ‘IheHon
Onedfisrag], with thetrueMessiah[Israefs|Redeemerandthelr
God (2Nephil:10) NephishratherJacobfurtherdariiestat the
LordGod,theHolyOnedfisrael, shouldmanifesthimselfuntofthe
Jewsjintheflesh;andatterheshouldmanifesthimselitheyshould
soougehimandaudiyhinm (2Nephi69) Later KingBenaminisaches
that theLordOmnipotentwhoreignethwhowas andisfromalieter-
nitytoaletemity shaloomedonnromheavenamongihechidrencf
thesame Godwhogavethe commandmentstoMosesshallmakean

: Y I ;
ingoutsidetheordinary. ‘Greatisthemysteryofgodiness:Godwes
nmmwmaamma@omm

ageshavedisinctytr

godhead'smembers,concludethatJoseph'sBookofMormonGodwas
rieniho vt .

ChristandtheHolyGhostareseparateanddistincoeings. & Forex-

ample heprophetAbinadiexplainstoagroupofNephitesthat oe-
causehe{ChisidneletinfiestheshabhecaledheSonoGodand

havingsuiecedheleshtoheofhelatherbeingheFatherand
theSon—TheFather,becausehewasconceivedbythepowerofGod;

andtheSon,becauseoftheflesh;thusbecomingtheFatherandSon—
AndtheyareoneGod,yea,theveryEtemalFatherofheavenandof
eart’(Mos.152-4) LaterwhenZeezromasks, istheSonoiGodthe
veryEtemalFather?” Amacouldbeseenaseithercomplicatingor
darifyingthermatiehenheanswers, YeahesstheveryEtemalFa-
lferofneavenandofearh”(Almall 38-39). And|n3Neph| Jesus
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L L &
A IEiIEHI::EIu: : ﬂl EIE:: >0 o

tiesthaniresolvesinthisregard Togiveanatherexampewhenthe
isenChristappearsioheNephies hentroduceshimselas theGod

ofisrael anctheGodofhewhdeeart(3Nephil 1:14) Whenhealso
dedaresthat‘lamhewhogavethelaw,andlamhewhocovenanted
unicathepeopleothehouseolisad (INephil 55,165)Sahose
hardoomourshatdenmrcatethernembersoﬁhegodheadasuﬁeny

physicsandgnosticism(suchasthecreedal homoousios %) thel DS

vestiure™ TheFatherplacedHisnameupontheSon;andJesusChrist
spokeandministeredinandthroughtheFather' sname;andsofaras
power,aLthority,andGodshipareconcemedHiswordsandactswere
andarethoseotheFather” &

memberofthegodheadavthoritytospeakforancthermaybetoocon-
venientforskepiics.Butthe 'modalism™elodieMoenchCharlesand
ChdeFosbery ™ impuitetotheBookofiviormon(thebelisfthatFather,
Son,andHolyGhostarethreglabelsiorthreefuncionsomodesper-
taininginoneGodhasdeardeficendesoftsonnMomonsarequick
igponoutiiais ey ioecoouniorescendlkeChisisgpiam,
theFatherannounceshim.wilinotdotosimplyaverthat Bookof
MormonauthorssawChristandhisFatherasoneGodwhomanifested
hmsdidieerineys” ™ Ulimagly RooartVilisippentesporse
tothesecriticsisnotsofippant: theBookaofiViormonisaboutas
tinitarianastheNewTesiament Bywhichhemeansiisnit 2 Lke
theNewTestament Mormon'srecordshowsusanincamateChristwho
praystotheFather,asonintroducedoytheheaveniwvoiceoftheFa-
ther,andaChristwhorefersiohisonnheavenlyFatherthroughoutthe
coursecmotaimingty Charlesnssishathoseepisodesarehec-
logcalylesstseminativetnansaiiuraverbeleierenceiahela
therandSonisoneness, 7 GivenChristspleainhisinieroessonyprayer
thathisaposties maybeoneevenesveareoneJohni 7)hetogas
lessthancompeling.
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SomedistorionofiViormonviewsonhuman natureandChristsrole
mayoccunhenoneneglectsthelargertheologicaluniverseinwhich
theBookofMlormonChristperformshisredemptivework Marywwit-
ers,romFawnBrodietothepresent haveemphasizedwhattheytake
nectionbetweentheBookofMomonandnineteenth-century America,
theBookofMormonwasamediatingtextstandingbetweenorthodox
CalvinistsandemergingAminians'(thosewhoespouseandthosewho
reecipredesination) andhepointsio passageswhicharestrongly
aniUniversalist'asevidenceof theCalvinsiandnaionsinhe:
tet” ™ ThomasAlexanderaguesinhisinfuentiall 980essaythatlo-
sephSmmemtxtedmiheBookoﬂ\Aaﬁmarmnhspxe-l%Svmt

natre). ™ ContrastingthisdoctinewiththealegedNephiteviewof
hurmannatLire,onewwiterasksthetorically, \WastheBookofiviormon
BuriedwithKingFolet?’ m
Theseassessmentsarebasedinlargemeasureonwhatseemstobe
lheBookoﬂ\Aorrrmsunsununglndldmentoﬂwurnannamreas‘car-

that Whiehumanbeingsare assomeMormonsarefondofrepeating,

‘godsnembryoinhesensathattheyarathespriofispringoladk
vinebeing theBookofMlormonteachesthathumansarealsodevisin

embryointhesensethatwithoutasavior,theywouldnaturallyde-
. T i

Ohowfooiish,andhavwvain,andhowevil,anddevilish,andhowauick
todoiniquity,andhowslowtodogood,arethechidrencfmen;yea,
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howguicktohearkenuntothewordsoftheevilone,andtosettheir
heartsuporihevainthingsofhenword!Yea hoacuickiobelfiedupn
prideyyeahonguicktoboast.anddoalmannerotthatwhichisinic
uly. .. Choagreaishenathingnessoihechidreroimenyeaeven
theyarelesshanthed sofhecarih,

Certainlyaviewofmankindasfundamentallydepravedandincapable
ofautonomousimprovementcaniegiimatelybereadinsuchpassages
whentakeninisolation. ButintheBookofMormonandelsewhere,
Josephreealedawnpreter%bonohumaruigirsanddeﬂny

andwereaccordinglyforeordainedandpreparedfromthefoundation
viceinmortallife(Almal.3).MonthsaftertheBookofiViormonwas
published,Josephrevealediurtherinformationaboutthispremortal
state whenhefoundMosestohavetaughtthatGod ‘madetheworld
andrrmbeforet‘neyweremiheﬂem "andhepublishedarecordof

buthewouidhaveremainedinthegardenofEden. Andaltthingswhich
werecreatedmusthaveremainedinthesamestateinwhichtheywere
afietheywerecreaied; .. Andheywouldhavehachochidenwhere-
foretheywouldhaveremainedinestatecinnocence havingnojoy for
theyknewnomisery;doingnogood, fortheyknewnosin.Butbehold,
althingshavebeendoneinthewisdomothinwhoknowethalthings.
Adamfemhanmnmlghtbe andmenare thattheymighthavejoy.(2

1830publloanon,andemphalicallyreafﬁrmedinJosephSmm’s
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retransiationoftheBiblewhichhebeganalmastastheBookofiVior-
toheradiionebooouninGeness:

AndinthatdayAdamblessedGod,andwastfiled,andbegantoproph-
esyooncemingalthefamiiesofthecarth saying Blessedbethename
ofGod,forbecauseofimytransgressionmyeyesareopened,andinthis
ierabhave et : s

. . . ,
gressionwenevershouldhavehadseed,andnevershouldhaveknown

ingnopreparatorystate; andﬂwtslheplanofmdempﬂonvmuldhave
beenfrustrated, andthewordofGodwouldhavebeenvoid takingnone

efe(Aa1224.26) @

'Ihefallofmanvvasfortunate theBookofMormonexplams not

nortobeacteduponwherefore althingsmusthavevanishedaway.(2
Nephi213)
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Thus,theBookofMormonviewofthehumancondiionemphasizes
V\/natwasvahdatedbyﬁmfall—moralfreedom—nothatvvastempo-

frunalqndoﬂatonnabsﬂacﬂonorequwalemeGodhlmself
andiosiuaistintheconiextohumanagency Thismaywelbeonedf
isgrestesthedogcaloontriouions OneChrisiandodiinecksione-
ment,\A/m\/\hchwemayoomparemeBookoﬂ\/lomon 'steaching,has

tice”  &TheBookofViormon(whichusesvariousformsof‘atone”36
mammmredtcmeNQNTmrert&méereme)aﬂam

thereissomewhatmorewhichdothworryyourmind,...whichis
concemingthejusticecfGodinthepunishmentofthesinner"(Aima

Ql)Tmﬂﬂem&]Mmmreme

pnnaple Srmoemﬂmnt—tutrm@mmfﬁwgwhy—sre
qxedtferrpawxakietmrdsrmiarmmmon‘eabstradtd
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TwoBookofMomondisquisitionsonthesubject,2Nephi2and
Alma41-42 m/ebeyondsuchabslracmg@@ananonsbysmanng

mustoperateinthepresenceofalternatives: \Wherefore mancouid
ohimscisae et et
theather (2Niephi2:16) Butmoretothepointgenuinemoralagency

musieniainecessaryconsequencesiichacestohemorehananenply
gequreoﬂhe\MII more'hanamerepantornlmeofdecsonrnaklng

agency." Wherefore,Lehiconcludes, ‘rrmarefreeaoccxdmgtothe
fleshiandalthingsaregiventhermwhichareexpedieniuntoman.And
theyarefedochoosahartyanoemalie, atodhosscapiMy

anddeath (2Neph227) Inhisiewjusiceseemsiobeanathemame
forthemoralorderasdefinedandimplementedby theHolyOne.”
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aredmmg(ZNemZS) Sofdlcwngtheexeroseofamagerw

notassigned:“Forbehold,"saysAima, theyaretheirownjudges”
(Amed17).
ﬂeranmalebehndwchamoralordensncxanomn|pdentm

menttoavindiciveGodismisplaced:“Andnow,therewasnomeans
. oS ’ » A el
becauseofhisowndisobedience’(Ama42:12,emphasismine).
So,LehiandAimaagreethathumanmoralautonomyispredicated
upmasacredoonnemnbewveendareandra/vard dnoeandoon—

bemnghtemsnesstmrebenohapplness (2Neph|2 13).AndAima
asks‘howcould[man]siniftherewasnolaw?Howcouldtherebea
lawsavetherewasapunishment’(Alimad2:17).

Vvihmheseparametersmaﬂ_eh|andAlma haveframed,  no escape
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content BruceLindgrenbelievesthattheMomonbeliefihatmanmay
becomeasGodandtheReorganizedLatterDaySaintchurch'sconven-
S— A I o
Mormon’s“modalism”),areevidencethatMormons‘havetendedto
usefreBookoﬂVlorrTmmmanlyasasgnandncxasawmreWe

oﬂ\/lorrmnnself Hsexamplenayb&aspeciBuﬂws/eiduawve
haveseeniscertainlytrue. ThefunctionoftheBookofMomonasa
i : . el "
teamrgsWebecx)rneaNedty[ordsmssweoﬂ\MﬁaMEbothands

onvmmreadersmusireadardrespondtolhemuk
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“‘PlainandPrecousTiuths™
TheBookofMormonasNew Theology,
Part 2—DialogicRevelation

—Jacobl:6

—WiliamTemple

“Found what? "saidtheDuck;
‘Found it ,'theMouserepliedrathercrossly: ofcourseyouknovwwhat
fmeas”
“‘knomnhattmeansielenoughwhen 1 findathing, saidtheDudk
—FheDuckandtheMouse in  Alce’sAdventuresinWonderand

e ‘o » e I
rapherRodneyNeedhammakesapowerfulcasefortheimpossioi-
o V— e I




210 BY THE HAND OF MORMON




DIALOGIC REVELATION 211

formofdlredlyoommunloatedmwedge butthrougheventsoccur-

ringinthehistoricalexperiencecfimankind,eventswhichareappre-
hendedbyfaithasthe’'mightyacts'ofGod,andwhichtherefore

engenderinthemindofmansuchknowledgeofGodasitisgivenhim
9

et Ko TrTe oo o or KitelsTheo-

holdsoutthepromiseofaparadigminwhichGodcommunicatespar-
" il el oA ;
thatGodistranscendentandthathehasnophenomenalexistence,”
hed - i )

atic. AsEmmanuelLevinasasks, “‘Howcanwemakesenseofthe
‘exteroiyofheruthsandsgnsofheRevelaionnhichstikethe
humarfoulknonnesreasonlisalculywhichdespigisiien-
thesetruthsandsignsstrikeounreasoniftheyarenotevenafthis

world?” 12
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andspeaalrevelatmbreal@a/m andthebwndarybetweennamral

variousthingsofwhichwemightotherwisebeignorant.” 15 Jakobd.
Peuﬂmﬂaquotasothennoderrstohesameeﬁeu,%asﬁanz

WiliamAbrahamnotesthatinspiteoftheobviousandemphatic

;n: :.Et 't':l.:ﬂ. S0 :IEFE:: _sspsehgqs : :'E:E
toaranonalcreamremroughmeanswhmarebeyorﬂmeordmajy
courseoinatre”’Andthe OxordengishDicionary definesiasthe
disclosureorcommunicationofknowledgetomanbyadivineorsu-
pematuralagency. Butthemovementawayfromthistheoryofrevela
mavWatAkxaharrmslmobgyS\/eherrerﬂema‘agamft
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suficencyofthecanontheconcemiopreservetheniegriyoindk
vidualagency,and perhapsmostemphaticallyhedlogicalresisiance
toanythingtendingtowardanthropomorphism(theascriptionofhu-
manformtoGod)

2 To

cumstancesundenNhlchmeywerepIaced andtoenablethemby

authoritytodathepeculiarnworkwhichtheyweretoperform.” 3
V\ﬁhnogenﬂelrowtheBookoﬂ\AorrrmevenalMpamsa/m

therecannotbeanymoreBible(2Nephi29:3). AswesawinCharles
TnompsonslB41defense0ﬂheBod<d1Vlcxrrm flveoﬂrmxot]ec

24
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ThepoetandsometimestheologianSamuel TaylorColeridge(to
vvhomsomanylookedmtheearlyyearsoﬁhemneteenhoenmryas

umsofGodspealmgm‘anlrfeoameqobuecmaﬁun

gerofFanaidsmorEnthusiasmastheconsequenceofsuchabelieff
onlytheattentionbecarefullyandeamestlydrawntotheconcuding
wadksohesenence.. uueae o nm*tmlzﬂa Wreke-
thingiisimpossiblethatishould,communicatetoanyhumanmind.

Inotherwords suchreveationishathsovagueasiobeinguisticaly
inexpressideand(therefore)sosubticasiohavenocompelingnii-
€nceoveraperson.

Soherenehaveegarntheretrestinidinguistionedequiacy Onlyior
ColeridgeitisnotthenaturecfGodalonethatisbeyondhumanex-
pressing,butanyknowledge reveakedbyGod  HoraceBushnel,oneof
themostinfuentialAmericandergymencithatgenerationagreed As
oneBushnelscholarparaphraseshisview; fiecanbesaidaboutihe:
contenofinuiivernomentsotherthanthattheyinvolvefeeingsof
someldind suchesasenseoiavve asensecireatureinessoraoonvc-

tionofoughtnessorsomespedaimpressionNothingrealywelde-
ﬁnedorconoepmahnﬂwerealmoﬂ«mvledgeoanbeda:medtobe

MMMEF&&HMnHmﬁEHBSbem
revealedipusalweneedioknowaboutourutimateconcem. Alwe
needoknow.” 3 Heleherﬂuedra/ehnnmrrmlmass
ardlhaineedsdeﬁnedinamsdummewnem”—mnm
diateconcems WhatwecanknowiromGodisgeneralnotpersonalit
T C
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i ; . isionheres I d
GodcannatrevealHimseitome.” 2 Language inatherwordsjsonly
onepossiblemeansamongmanyGodcouldconceivablyemploy.Lan-
guagewouldseemtobeanappropriatemediumforaGodconceivedas

gpersonalGod And asWalterEichrodivwites, Anunprejucioedeval -
atiorofheOTesamentleadstohedearecogniionihet hefoun-

datonofOldTestamentfaith.. isHispersonhood.” 0 EvenBailie
admnts(grudglnglysaysAblaham)thanm%peahnghasanm

porianipacentheBbe” 3 Butherearethedogicaleasonsiooon
sdemlsmedlumtobeanyhng but language.Maostimportantly,to

here’ Mesenselmmedlateb/acenanaVM\/ardness % Thisawkward-

; .b : iig' i : I o
asmetaphorical B

AndasSandraM.Schneiderwrites, outsideofananthropomorphic

modeisevoenthetovinedsoousacanobdaskeriadly....
Language motherwords |sahumanphenomenonrooted|nouroor-

rnovementavvayfromallteralunderstand|ngofdmnedlsoourse To
speekiorexampecanansnertoprayerisusualyaleadyiospeaidn
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amannerinconsistentwithmodelsofhumancommunication.\When
oneperson‘asks anatherandis 'answered, wecanbefailycertain
meaningful,decipherable andthatwes undersioodasaresponseioihe
qesin  Theinalbondiiorseemaniacthermosiessenial Utierance
thatismeaningfulorusefuloutnatresponsivettaquestionisnoan
penalcanpropeﬂybesaldtobean answeﬂothequery Doyou

hapsyouaslgHmNmaylmwwvhelhermyprayershavebeenanswered
omot? witesJosephSmith'scontemporaryEcdwardBickerstethinhis
poper  TreatseoPayer ‘Somelimesthecasaissoovioudhelican
notbemistaken:Jehoshaphatprays,andheisdeliveredfromhisen-
emiesHezekishpraysandheisdelverediomsickness.. Alother
timesprayersareansweredratherintheincreaseofgraceiobearthe
admarrisemoeag hecssPa khorheeh”
Inotherwords,onemaychoosetoasarbetoprayerthemativeforoe
behindaneventhatiolowsone'srequestheaing escape)orinhe
absenceofahopedioreventuiality wepositaconseguencethatwemay
rrnboar@mebea@)wmmqm
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EmersonmaynatbetypicalofProtestantsmwhenhepointedycals
prayer thesolioquyoiabehaidingandublanisoul; andhisomuia
causesonenneieeninceniunypreechertockiedthet Prayer s
‘solloquy, butdialogue. Butthatsamepreachergoesontodefine
prayerful dialogue’ narathermoreEmersonianfashionthanhein-
haveactualintercoursewithGodhimsef. . . Andtocommunewith
derthatmenmaycomeintorealcommunionwithhimandsoreceive
reshMiskeneny—athjovepeacejoy—hesoderedisohetnemay
speakichimoiouresinans” ¥ Srangeineroourse hiswhereonly
manmusthavesomethingtosay,andinconsegquenceofwhichhere-
ceivesnotananswerbut vitalenergy"(whichmay,inanycase be
moregproducioiiheadopetiioniseiihandanyresponse).

Retreatingintometaphor,confusingmonologuefordialogue read-
ingheavenlysienceorquoidianeveniasansiver—althesestrategies
cannotbeliethefactasRodneyStarkremindsusinhisguestformore

\MthaIMwnlsGeugeFomheOUT edarrelmoprets—and]o-
sephSmith.Herehequotes\W.Sanday: Thereissomethingsharpand
suddenaboutit Hecanlayhisfingersotospeak onthemomentwhen
icame” 4 Ha/\mer mihecaseofJo&phSmmardlheBod(oINbr

pervadestheBookofMomon—aswellasthelifeoftheProphetJo-
NIV —— -

REVELATION
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omophict E::.%E“.E ﬂ:'g’ﬂs:.":s AVSONg0 oL
Sephdd :.“’. Ei'i":"“.s 'EI:EI.Ei i bs:il’mz.: o ﬂll The
modelofrevelationthatweencounterthroughtheBookofiViormon's

dozensofexampiesardllsuanonsdependsupmvmm\themﬁ

TheBookofMormonandDialogicRevelation

SpeakingofAugustine'sbeliefthatGodspokethroughthemouthofa
chid NichdasWolterstorfhaswitten:\WhatwouldJudaism,Chiis-

orgod inNuerreligion arebestunderstoodinthecontextofthat
religion'sworldview,theBookofMiormonmayprovidethebestbasis
forsuchanunderstanding.WhenintheBookofMormonGod com-

manded bytheL ord,andsoforth.Butmoretothepoint, Nephiand
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“chastened himforhismurmuring,then'thevoiceoftheLordcame
anddidspeakmanywordstotherebelliousLaman.Preparatoryto
buidngeshipiothetioumey; hevaioeolhel ordcameunioNeph,
the“Lordspake”untohimabouttheship,“showed himhowtocon-
structit,and‘toldhimwheretofindore. Whenthetimecomesto
andgodowrnichesipINep219;71,16 2516391 7:7-10185)
InfactwehearNephirecounthow thevoiceofthel ordcameo
framalmostaspervasveasmenumblnglycomrnon ‘anditcameto
pass. Thepredseexpressonoccursmorethaniwodozentimes Varia-
fionsoijindudinghevaiosoihespriooBngeisdozensmoeNo
shadowyspirituialintimationsthese,nomerelyintuitedguidanceor
ofgenuinedialogicexchange.Forexample,uponretumingtoJerusa:
leminobtaintheplatesoforass,Nephiencounterstherecord-keeper
LabarinediunkerstiuporAtheiponthes constraineckyheSpi”
toslaylaban.Asherecounts; isaidinmyheartNeveratanytime
havelshedthebloodofman.Andishrunkandwouidthatimightnot
BeholdtheL ordhathdeliveredhimintothyhands."Nephicontinues
aganSlayrmbﬁeLad\aMeivaedrnW\amsBerw
thel ordsiayethihewickediohingforthhisrighieouspurposesilis
betterthatonemanshouldperishthanthatanationshoulddwindie
ardoersmmela‘(ll\lqdﬂl(}B)

thyfaithinChristwhomthouhastneverbeforeheardnorseen.And

manyyearspassawaybeforeheshalmanifesthimselfinthefiesh;

to."Whenlhadheardthesewords,”hewrites, thusrevealingthe
S ) o ! ”
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talkwiththebrotherofJared,andchastenedhimbecauseheremem-
berednatincaluponthenameotthel ord (Ether2:14). Thereafter,
communicationisreestabished andinanespedialynoiableexchange,
lheLordprodsmlssameprophettomwefromgeneralpleadlngto

n‘edetregudedmrneyfrmmasisedistenempenmard

“TheLordspaketoMosesdozensoftimes,engagedinaprotracted
negotiationwithAbrahamoverthefateofSodom,andobviouslyre-
vealedhismindandwilioacanonofimajorandminorprophets.Soto
someaxientonecouidconsderthatJosephispersonalministy asnel
astheBookofMlormonrecord, reenactsanOld Testamentparadigm.
Butondlaserinspection,theBookafiViormonmodelofrevelationd-
vergesaleasioneaucainay inheBhieoustieoirophetsac-
nglriheroleofmw‘aleaderst'ppersonalrevelamwnnst
uheaddl % Prophetsandprophecyarenoiiustinguisticalybutiex:
malywxrmermalemmanerasgrqjePromeqN\m
preeminentythepiviegeoftheprophets” %6 Andiheconcemofhese
Godrhisoywil L eSOk
peoplesandfledglingchurches.Evenmoregrandly,asthegreat
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ecavdareigagede nar
TheBookofMormonherebecomesastudyincontrast. Through

ra/elalmpawrrmamnwwmmaftbmamam
redefiniion. ﬂlammy\A/ellbemeBookoﬂvlorrrmsrmstsgnrfxant

filialrespect. BecausenowwhenNephirecordshisownspiritual
H i retiesheiEie e
ﬁrslradcaMmeAmmeBookoﬂ\/lomm Folowinganum-

father,bypointedlyaskinghimorguidanceeveninthemidstofhis
father'srecentmumurings.(Affictedbyhungerandthelossofnveap-
onswhileintheOldWorldwidemess, Lehi‘didmurmuragainstthe
Lord. Nephitakesthennitiativetofashionnewarmsandaskshisfa-
ther, Whihershallgoioobiainfood? aftehichLehihumbleshim:
sefandsuccessiulyinquiresofihel ord[1INephil 6] inthedivine
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8 FHamedhy

ersareexplictlyassociatedwithsuchamisguidedperspectiveand
harshlycondemnedasaresutt Confusedbyl_ehisaccountofhisvi-
sion,LamanandLemuelcomplaintoNephithat wecannotunder-
standﬂ”levvordsmhchourfamerhamspoken"(lNephl 15 7).The

Andisaiduntothem:HaveyeinguiredoftheLord?
Andtheysaiduntorme:WehavenaotfortheLordmakethnosuchthing
knownuntous.[ Becausewearenatprophets, inotherwords |
Behold, Isaiduntothem:Howisitthatyedonotkeepthecommand-

nessofyourhearts?

Doyenotrememberthethingswhichthel ordhathsaid?—fyewilinot
hardenyourhearts,andaskmeinfaith,believingthatyeshalire-
cevewihdigenceinkeepngmycommandmentssurethesethings
shalbemadeknownunioyou.(1Nephil5:8-11)
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atheme whenNephintroduceshimselfas‘having...nadagreat
knowledgeofthegoodnessandmysteriesofGod. NewTestamentuses
afthewordmystery( MuoTiy piov)arecuiteunikethisepisternologyy.
Occuringsome24timesintheNew Testament,thewordalmostal
waysreferstosomethinghiddenfromtheworld,revealedthrougha

I“ﬂgnabromwectedurepmfdermm Romans1625-26

thanGod" scwmvwllandpurpose
FoNeph, asfcrdhersrlheBcd«ﬂVlorrrmlheoogamﬁws-
tery(lhatamearnmbascxxrparablebNaNTeﬂanmtoownerm)

spiitotheseekingindividual Theyare sypposed  tobestudiedand
thingswhichhavebeenkeptandpresenvedbythehandofGod, thaine

untoourbrethren thelLamanites whoknownothingconcemingthese
things,orevendonoatbelievethermwhentheyaretaughtthem(Mos.
15)Laterheahoishemid openyourearshatyemayhear,.and
yourmindsthatthemysteriesofGodmaybeunfoldedtoyourview
(Mos.2:9).Similarty, Amapromisesthat ‘hethatrepentethand
e i -
AMe2622)
BecausetheBookofiViormoniscompilediargelybyNephiteproph-
eswegetewportrailsoireigiousieatheleveloicommonindk
viduals, ButinaddiiontoNephiyvedohaveinstanceswhereinather
indviduals—adtingouisideanypropheicoe—arepivyiorevelations
andthemysteriesofGod MosiahfearsforhissonsTiveswhenthey
pleniopreadnhostieenionyHe'inguiredofhel odiheshoud
lethissonsgoupamongtheLamanitestopreachtheword.Andthe
LordsaiduntoMosiah:Letthemgoup’(Mos.286-7).Simiarly the
mlssnnaryAmmonwaIcheshelpIesslyasmousandsomlsoonverts
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proposesamigraionioheNephielands butheyarerelucant /And
Ammonsaidwiigoandnquireotthel ord ancdifhesayuntous go
downuntoourbrethrenwilyego? Theygivetheirconsent."Andit

cametopassthatAmmonwentandinquiredoftheLord,andhesaid
unichimGethispeopiecuoiinisancl (AMe27:7,11-12)Ceniuk
riesearlierintheBookofMormon,asimilarmigrationhadbeen
promptedbydwectcommunlcanonfromGod Andrtcametopass

revelanonarelhesame(lheBookoﬂ\Aorrmnuseﬂheexpressorﬂn
tandemandalrmsumerchangeably) meBookoﬂ\/IormonpowerfuIN

tion,theDoctrineandCovenantsmerelyelaborateswhatwasimplicit
throughouttheBookafiViormon.“Yea, behold, wdltellyouinyour
mindandinyourheart,bytheHolyGhostwhichshallcomeuponyou
andwhichshaldwelinyourheart Nowbehold thisisthespiritof
revelationbehold thissthespiritywhichiiosesbroughtthechi-
drenofisraelthroughtheRedSeaondryground’(D&C8:2-3).For
MomonsasiorCatholics ChristaordstoPeterspediiedthecond:
tionsofhechurchisveryfoundation ButwhereasCatholicsinterpret
therockasPeterhimself, Mormonsassertihattherockonwhichthe
churchwas—andis—huiitistherockofpersonalrevelation thepro-
cesswherebytruthis revealed nothy flieshandblood. . butrmy
Fatherwhichisinheaven”(Matthew16:17-18). TheBookofMormon
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hungeranddiscouragement. Nephifashionsanewbowandaskshis
fatherwheretohunt.“Anditcametopassthathedidinquirecfthe
Lord. ... Theanswercomes(thistimebymeansofthel iahona)d-
redinghimiesuccessiuhuniINephil624-31).
Mudriterinherecodoriwooocasions milaryplansarenionmed
“‘whithertheL ordwouldthattheyshouldgointothewildemessin
searchofhetbrethrenwhohadbeeniakencapivetythel amanies”
So“AlmainquiredoftheLordconcemingthematter. AndAlmare-
turnedardsadmmgn Behold thel amaniteswilcrosstheriver
theLodmidehveruniahestheybrethreriAimal 656) Aewears
andcampaignsiater,CaptainMoroni‘senteertainmenuntohim,de-
Nephitesshouidgotodefendthemselvesagainstthel amanites(Aima
4323) Onceageinthel ordrevealstheenemy'splans.
Queriescanalsobeofasticydoctinainature Aimaiscunous
abwtlhespaoeofhrnebetweenpfwcaldealhardrwmed]on He

worduntorme,saying:Jacob,getthouupintothetermpleonthemor-
rowanddedarethenwordwhichishalgvethee. . (Jacoi211)He
thentransmitsadiscourseonhumilityandchastity. AndMoroni,
troubledhyreportsoinfantoapismbuappareniyunsurecismer-
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WhenMoroniinquiresoftheLordinanothercontexitseemsonly
sightymorethanpiouscuriosiythaprompishim Ponderingthelate
ofthreeNephitediscples he'inguiredofihel ord andhehathmade
ltrnanrfestuntomematmeremustneedsbeachangevvroughtupon

Andmcarnetopassﬂwatafterhehadpouredo%swnolesoulto
God hevoiceotthel ordcametohim saying thatecdesiasticald-
joeocksisiaboL o 1)
WemayoormastlfmeexaraneS\MﬂBhlomoBderrnansassemon

vmhrevealedkrmﬁedge Behold Ihavefasledardpra;edmwdays
thatimightknowthesethingsofmyself Andnowidoknowofmyself
mewhichmakeththesethingsknownuntome”(Alma5:46;38:6).
Helamanwillcontinuethetheme, witing“Beholdnow, Idonotsay
knowthesethings;butbehold,Iknowthatthesethingsaretruebe-
causetheLordGodhasmadethemknownuntome”(Hel. 7:29).
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Inspiteofthe recurent  testimoniesofthe Nephiteprophetswho

ardll«nmmttrg[hfmnSﬂ)V\Amg\Amcmquogerw

Beholdisayuntoyou, mﬁmdenemmmlngskrmemmum
gospeliChst. WUmg?S)W
Moronitumsiromiamenttohopefuiness.inhisapostrophetofuturity
(themostoft-invokedverseintheBookofiviormon), Moronirenews
Nephistestimony, presumablywiththeintentionofshapingamore
successiuhistorythantheonehehasustwinessed: wouldexhort
youthatyewouidaskGodheEtemalFathernthenameofChistf

notrecevingthewordofGodthroughthem:thusweseethatthejudg-
rnentsofGodlnthepastageshavecomeuponthepeople notsomuch
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JosephSmithandtheMormonmissionaries,andwascombinedwith
. ) I o :

we,inaspirtofcandorandmeekness,[and]boundbyeverytiethat
makesmanthefriendofiman...sayuntoyou,SearchtheScriptures
searchtherevelationswhichwepublish andaskyourheavenlyFather,
inhenameohisSonJesusChristiomaniesthetruthuntoyouandf
youdaisnihaneyesingietchisgiorynathingdoubtinghemiansiver
youbythepowerofhisHolySpirit Youwilthenknowforyourselves
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asmuseful Nottowhathecalls thenegativermysticism, "the

regaia  ohemedevanhaeveednhenefiabiyokalbuio
“‘PrimiveChrisianorafiimativermysticism, 'emphasizing theopen
revelationofGodtoman.” % InJosephSmith'soanday,hisregionso
aboundedinprophetsandmysticsthatacontemporarywroteanac-
countentited HumbugsofNewYork 5 andSinWalterScottsheroine
i 'gl'lrthefl Igi' ;

desas

devoutministersandprofessorsintimespasthadenjoyeddownright
revelation, liketheblessedPeden,andLundie,andCameron,and
Rerwick,andJohnCairdthetinkerwhaenteredintothesecrets,and
ElizabethMeilLadyCulrosswhaprayedinherbed,. . .andLady
Raberfandwhikgaisicareouigatesofgrace andmonyotherinimes:
pestandofaspedalyMrJohnSaimgeour;minsteroKinghom. ...
Shecontendedthatthoseministerswhohadnotseensuchvouchsafed
andespediamertesyeretnseckheiuerntherecordsofheancent

tres. B

Indeed JosephSmith'soleseemsapilycapturedySoattsdesarip-
blewopenthegatesofheavenasanithadbeenwiasax{pundcannon-
[0 D
RecentstudiesofMormonism’'sbeginningshaveemphasizedthe
nm/enemscornnnrlalmmormmporaryrelgummmns

REVELATION
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fatbuthegreatingpiewhichwhethersuiccessibinatistives
mbodyﬂmﬁmﬂﬂbsdfmﬂrmt—mﬂabﬁed

RonaldWalkerhasvmlIenlhar asvveoometounderstammeNew

istsofthedaywerelookingforjustthatparadigmheldoutby
Mormonism:“DirectrevelationsfromGod—thedesireofSeekers—es-
iy o I N—

promiseofMiormonism. TheBookofMormon—echoingthegospelac-

Allhough hewnt&e |nArnen<n“d1urd1membersh|phadlmgbeena

matierolanindvidualsconversionexperience, silinthisperiod

theemphasswasgrovwng moreemphatlc “Countlessnumbersof

ard . it forheisahi

neverbefore.” 6 Asheglaborates: Thedisintegraionofoldersiiuc-
A— ——

VS|ons dreams prophesyings,andnewemotion-soakedreligious

cannycoincidences.”"Manyoftheseprimitivistseventuallybecame
MethodistsorFreewilBapiists. 8 Anothenwitemotestheappealof
ments! Thustherewasaconfessedikenessbetweenthespiitialists

heniii - sved 1o shoud
outwardvoicesandappearances,throughdreams,andthroughinward
saiLaimpressons” 67
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Byt

ifearlyMomonismorearyChristianityaremerelywarmed-overver-
sonsofmidkineteenthomicHhirdcenturyculture thenweareata
temporarycompetitors, notonlysunivedbutalsofiourshedinsucha
remarkablefashion.Inotherwords themoreweareabletodemonstrate
fundamentalsimiiariiesbetweenthesemovementsandtheirsumound-
ingculturesandthemorewemustdismisstherownself-understanding
mmmmmmmﬂm

tualmanlfeﬂanonsForexample mﬁaybetrue thod1has

suggested that theGreatAwakening thefrstmovermentiounitethe
AmericancaoniesiomMainetoGeorgiainacommonexpetience opened
thedoorsoisalvationioeldassesonthesameterms” 72 Busomever-

. s ' i ig, o
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“TheploughmanknowsthatthereisaGod, thatheisjustandgood.

Whatmoreisnecessary?’ I
TheprominentpreacherAlexanderCampbell,whoaccusedJoseph

Smithofplagiarizingmostofhisrestorationprindiples,partedcon

panyshaplyoniheprindplecieveltion Realzingheunmisiakable

centraliyoitislogiaevelaionnheBookoMiomonhesaninoias

5_|::E|:ﬂ_segsz ChriTikeChTsErLee caoLsandow

Iwouldask{BookofMomonwitnessesOliverCowdery, DavidWhitmer,
andMartinHarms]howtheyknewthatitwasGod'svoicewhichthey
heard—but they woud  EimetteskGodniaih Thatsinustbelevet
iganteedGadbae! .Jhemnesnyhinghusdsto e
Smith,wouldsaytothosewhobelievehimtobeaprophet hearthe
questionwhichMasesputintothemouthofthe Jews,andhisanswerto
i—"Andifihousayinthineheart, Hovnshalweknowthenordivhichihe
Neyindeedermpheseshis] "

Similary, GilbertWardlaw,anEdinburghminister,admonishedhis
Americanaudiencein1830inwordsuncannilypertinenttotheMor-
monexample:“lamawarethatprayerfortheoutpouringoftheHoly
Spirthasbeen,andmayberecommendedintermswhichScripture
sohrietydoesnojusify. Somehavespokenoihiscvnegifesithey
expectedsomethingactuallymiraculous,somethingaltogethemewto
thechurchinthepreseniday,conferredindependentyoftheword.and
inamanneraimostperceptidletothesenses” »
Whenittomesiomodelsofpersonalrevelation thestakesareenar-
szV\A"lenrellglousdeasllketheseoperateaﬂhepopulaﬂevel

Lo L _ |
heised o % A :
siveediingoftheCambusiangaccounts,BostonpreacherJohnCotton

ashewamedthemnatiolookforany revelton  outofireWord?” i
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G Bt EIE'E“E EE.'CW;':.M:EE".'.EE:I.: I1C
peaalh/aaoposofmeRewalsoﬂQeigorfaNeepngAmmhe

popp|ngupeveryvmere 78Wardlawasks‘Wnetherwehavenotm|sun-
derstood,andinterpretedinolargely;theampleassuranceswhichGod
hosoiveri i Popiayer Tite) shot

ourownanswers.  ®
WardiawhereechoesJohnWesley,whodistinguishedbetweenwhat
hecaled thelextraordinary gitsofthe Spiit—languagesandtherr
interpretation,healingandathermirades—andthe'ordinary oneof
heloningosandifyinggrace . avalEisoelChisiens Buinho
wassusceptibletosuchoutpourings,andtowhatdegreeandinwhat
formwasdearlyasuibeciofprofoundrenegoiiaionduringtherel-
gousiermentofheearynineteenthcentury Caughtinthecenterof
theseshiingtheologicalwinds theBookofMomonwasaltemately
repellantandwelcome,andbothresponsivetoandacatalystbehind
dﬂg\gspmdserstiml—mmmdmm

valwhereWseﬂngbdeosepharﬂthedumhaMMUfwmla
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true—thatamanwholackedwisdommightaskofGod,andobtain,
andnatbeupbraided’(JS-H1:26,diingJames1.:5).SubsequentVior-

) & But
JosephsovvnsummanvecommentvvasmaIWnenmanputsaquesuon
toGodinguielessfaithandhumilty, Godmaychoosetoanswerwith
arficLiate, discermible,unmistakablyhumanwords. laskedthePer-
sonageswhostoodabovemeinthelightwhichofallthesectswas
right . andwhichishouidon Measansiveredthatimusionnone
otheniISHL1819).

WhetheromotiMormonism'smodelwasthefirstioappealtoradi-

i ik Bl s o o
erallzedurxjerstandlngofdmnedlsooursemeBookoﬂ\/lormon was
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spicuously d|Sl]ﬂCt]vedOCMneonmeonehandandthemylhof
supematuraloignsonhecthermeanthatihebookspimarydaimio
thereader'satieniormillbeasapointertomeaning ratherthanan
embodmentcfmeanlng Andthewaymlssgnbeoomesoperanvem

as, studiedtheBookofiviormonandfoundthedoctiinalexpositon
oftheatonementasrecordedinAlmad2especialycompeling. The
near-universalformulawouldreadmorelikeMomonluminaryPariey
P.Pratts:"Aslread thespiitofthel ordwasuponme,andiknew

andcomprehendedthatthebookwastrue.” 86\\hitingin1977,Grant
UnderwoodnotedthattherehadbeennostudyofMommonism'smean-
ingandatiracionforearyconvertsthatreledorfuanitaivesiLidy

offirstpersonaccounts. \Whenheexamined45conversionaccounts,

hefoundthefirstcommonteatuiretoappearwastheeffectivenessof

chudhiteraiureand byfarandawaythemostefiedivelerarymis-

sionaryforthemessage ofMormonismwasthe BookofMormon.” 87
JosephHovey'sacoouniwestypicalil Josephiorthefirstimeboned
myselbeforeGodinsecretandimploredhismercyandaskedhimif
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whatlhadreadoutoftheBookofMormonwastrueandiftheman,
JosephSmithwastheonewhotranslatedthesemarvelousrecords.,
Josephadedewhmw&uysmarﬂnjygmmm
laskedforandmoreabundarty.”

Theexperienceofearlyconvert_umanShurtifisevenmorestrik-
ing.HedoubtedtheclaimsoftheMormonmissionariesandsosought
outDavidWhitmer,oneoftheoriginalwitnessestothegoldplates.
Whitmerrehearsedthemiraculousmanifestationbytheangel, but
Shurtifisiivesunconvinced Hestartediorhome purchasingeBook
ofMomononhisway.Consumedbydoubtandstilskepticalabouta
bookheapparentyhadnatyetexamined hethatday begartocalon
theLordineamest " Hesoonhearda'sweetmelodiousvoiceaboutme
say,JosephSmith Jrisaprophet. . ardheBoddMamwm
youholdunderyourarmistrue.”

Nwmlmayseemﬂ“natsmﬁﬂ’sreq.ﬂdfordmneermsenmu
theBookofMormon(presumably)evenbeforereadingitwouldsug-
gestthebookoouldhardlyhaveprovidedhimwithamodetforsucha
srategy. % ButMommonmissionaries,thenasnow,presentectheBook
ofViormoninsuchawayastoforegrounditsstatLisascandidatefor
dvinemanifiestaion Wehaveavividdescription forexample,ofhow
SamuelSmithbrotheroftheprophethimselfintroducedthevolume,
inthiscasetoonePhinehasYoung:

“There'sabooksiWishyouloread”

Phinehashesiiated. Pray,siwhatbookhaveyou?’

“TheBookafiViamon,orasitiscalledbysome theGoldenBidle.”

“Ahsathenipurportstobearevelaiion?”

“Yes,arevelationfromGod.”

TheyoungmanshowedPhinehasthelasttwopagesofthebook.
platesfronwvhchthebookhadbeentra@ated thatanangelhad

Theyoungmancontinued: “fyouwilreadthisbookwithaprayerful
heartandaskGodtogiveyouawitness,youwilknoamhetruthof

SamuelSmith V\k\omedboolstosomeofmetowrsaroundPalmyra

shortyafterpublicationmadencargumentsonitsbehalfWhenhegave
acopyiohewiealJohnP Greene alViethodispreacherinBloomingion,
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Samuelexplained themostprofiablemannerofreadingthebook. ..
whatshehadread,andshewouldreceivethe SpiitofGod whichwouid
enablehertodiscemthethingsofGod. Mr.andMirs. Greenefolowed
wihepediddess. 2

bookwasinproduction,agroupofmencametoherhometomake
‘Mrs.Smith,wehearthatyouhaveagoldbble;wehavecometoseeif
youwillbesokindastoshowitious?*No,gentiemen,"saidl, we

havenogoidbible butwehaveatranslationofsomegoldplateswhich
havebeenbroughtfommrthepurposeofmakungkrmmtoihewond

canbeascerlauned Mrpromeaeshavealsobﬂed WhenMormon
leaderSidneyRigdonprotestedthat thenewrevelationwasnatiobe
confimmedbymiracies,"Bushmancontinues, themanwantedtoknow

237
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hoNMmellasdmbthadembraoedlfeEnhghteanebe-

gningofthenineteenthcentury” % Sljinsptedsomesfiortsio

considerthemiraculousasjustonemoreformofevidence,itseems

dearthatpopuiaropinionhenasnow,generalysawrationalismand

thisthantheygoofinalierarydeiium;fancythemselvesike

Longinus, thegreatsubimetheydraw, andravelkemethocists,of

: ; I o o p
PersonalrevelationintheBookafiViormon'smodelhadtheadvan-

ingtheNewTestamentandbeing movedupon. Thedifferenceisthis:

theBbleisnatoonstruedprimariyasasignoleitherapropheticor



DIALOGIC REVELATION 239

monis.NoonereadstheBible, inothenwords—atieast pimariy  —in
ordertobeabletohaveanexperiencethatafirmsordeniesMoses’

SatLreasgprophet

text otheNew(asthattermmakesdeanhasbeentransmited pre-

served oratﬂnuedwwensbh/wpemalurdmemarﬂm anobe-

GreenleafWhittierwrote meBookofMormonspoke“alanguageof
hopeardnunsemeakmearyneans,tossedardmbledemave
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“AStandardUntoMyPeople’:
TheBookofMormonasCultural Touchstone

lisnowmorethanfouryearssincethischurchwasorganizedinthese
lastdays,andthoughtheconferenceshavealwaysshownbytheimmin-
utes,hattheytooknoothemamethanthenameofChrist thechurch
wearingthemwithoutourchangingthemorattemptingsotodo;butwe

—FEditor,  EveningandMomingStar May1834

n1834,churchleadershadgoodreasontoconficentlypredictihat

thedesignation"Momonites,"or Viormons astheywerealready

beingcaledbysomewouldbeastransentalabelasiwasunwet-
come. 1 TheBookofMomonhadbeenoutsince1830anddidnotfind
widereadershipindeed afierispubicaiononestudyhesiound the
saleanddistribuionoftheBookofMiormondidnotreceivermajorerm-
phess” 2 Ohersajpiuraboedshadoloned)oeginningniineBook
ofCommandmentsin1833.Joseph'sworkonthenewtransiationofthe
NewTestamentwasmostlycomplete,andtheBookofAbrahamtrans-
ionaouldidlonthenextyearasnouldhelrsiediionofiheDoc-
tineandCovenants;thegoldenbiblenolongerseemedsettooccupy
lhedawnantroHnMcrrrmbeieforpracﬂoethaﬂmewmnte Sug-
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adamningrevelationonthesubject“Andyourmindsintimespast
havebeendarkenedbecauseofunbelief,andbecauseyouhavetreated
lightlythethingswhichyouhavereceived—\Whichvanityandunbelief
havebroughtthewholechurchundercondemnation.Andthiscondem-
nationrestethuponthechidrenoiZion,evenal Andtheyshalre-
mainunderthiscondemnationuntitheyrepentandrememberthenew
oovenant,evenlheBookoﬂ\/lormon GD&C84 54_57)

tionofthebook.” 3 Asrecentlyasthepre-WorldWarllyears,even
BrighamYoungUniverstyand DSinstiutes(eigiousinsiruciontar-
getedatcollege-ageMomonswordwide)didnotfeaturetheBookof
Mormonprominentlyorregularly. BrighamYoungUniversitywould
notrequirethatstudentsstudytheBookofMormmonuntl1961,and

monthemesorlanguage, eventhoughhalfoftheninetyhymnswere

authoredoy atter-daySaints.Inthelatesi(1985)churchhymnalthe
numberisproportionallyevenfewer—sixoutofsomefourhundred. 5
monofpresidentEzraTaftBensontothechurchinApriof1986.0n
thatoocasionhewamedthaithe1832condermnationwassitlinioroe,
mrdrgathermtfmmbbewmhehahmaﬂ@frlsrnnsw Ina

theLamanitesofancientimes, heremindedmembers.“Eachofthe
S— ; e o
. ”. B
By198B,jwasdearthatBensonhadiaunchedihechurchintoanew
erainwhichtheBookofViommonreceivedunprecedentedatientonand
respectinhatyearhessuedasitingsummonsioramassiveliood-
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ingotheeartmitiheBookofMomon, reafirmeditsroleas the
instrumentthatGoddesigned.. togatheroufHislelect,” 6 andem-
phaticalydesignateditasoimoreimmediatespiitialrelevanceand
vauethanheothersaipiures Noingthecumrenichurchwidecuniou

) : I LG
afouryearsequence hesaid: Thisfouryearpattemhowevermust
natbeflowedbychurchmembersintheipersonalandfamiystudy.
Weneedtioreaddailyfromthepagesofthebookthatwilgetaman
nearertoGookyabidngyisprecepis hanbyaryotherbook™” !

Evenin1972inwesanexaggerationtosay,asSydneyAhisromdic:

“AfewisdlatedindividualscanstilreadtheBookofiViormonlasa
reigioustestimony,...butnotevenioyalViomonscanbenourished
byitastheywereacentLyago.” 8 Todayjtissimplydeacdwrong. The
BookofMormonlsnowthefowsof\ngorousscholarlyr%eardwby

bythenewcentury. °InLDSworshipservicesandSundayschools,the
BookafMomonisnowabsolutelycentralratherthanperipheral Hur-
dredsofthousandsofyoungMormonsdailyattendearymomingsemi-
nery afouryearprogramoigospesiLidy hroughottherhighschodl
years Everypartidpantspendsonefulyearimmersedinthekeystone
oftheirreligion,theBookaofMormmon.Andperhapsmosttelingly,

S— : oo o §
tentivenessmeanthatincountiessL DShomesthroughouttheworid,

NephlandAlmalhanoﬂvlamewandMaMandtobasklmaglnanvely
inthecourageofCaptainMoronithanofSamsonorDaniel.

TheBookofMormonandCulturalldentity

re i .
Spicol EE::.: e gl "“.EEE' -~ 'El.:":EE: °
ASACEVensA St EE.:.':"“.E o E. ANeCas 'ngm o |: g
Ny _:zn[w::l e egrhe i
thepioneertrekstilcommemoratedinUtahwithmorefanfarethana
FourthofJulyinPhiladelphia,theseandatheraspectsofthelMormmon
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religionhavecomeandgone. Butfromthestart therecordbearing
Mormon'snamehasservedtoidentifyandunifytheMormonpeople.
Eventhasememberswhofeelmoreculturralthandoctinalafiinityto
thechurcheventhaseViomonsihoareciMousinthesacredrecord's
originsandteachings,cannotescapeitspowertonamethemandio
N eI
TodaylegionsofMormonchildrenaroundtheworldcanbeheard
singingarousinganthemaboutbeingpartof thearmyofHelaman,”
andmanyafineyoungMormonmanhasbeenreferredioasa’‘strip-
lingwarrior"(@@andmaywellbearthenameAlma, Moroni,orNephi).
OnecanbuyBookoﬂ\Aomnonacﬂonﬂgur&wa@anmaﬁedwdeosof

‘TennlsShoesAmorglheNephltes "Espediallyorthodoxmembersare
sometimescalled ironRod Mormons whieamorefree-thinkingap-
proachioheireligongamerstheepithet LishonalViomon. Parents
withwaywardchidrenconsoleeachotherthateventheprophetlehi
hadhisLamanandLemuel,andeveryyouthinthechurchcanrecite
thestiringwordsoNephi: igoanddathethingsvhicthel ord
hathcommanded, forlknowthattheLordgivethnocommandments
untothechidrenoimen saveheshalprepareanayforthemihatthey
mayaccomplishthethingwhichhecommandeththem”(1Nephi3:7).

TheBookofiViormon,inatherwords,isanessentialingredientin
thatthoroughlyuniguesubcuitureofChristianitycaledMormmonism.
Inadciionioshoringupiaithinhemodemprophetsandntheprin:
dpledfrevelationheBookoViomonprovidesthel atter-daySaints
witharchetypaheroesandvilains astoreciiolnisdomandmyried
dharadiertypesandtiitides. Thel6molensionesthatthelrotherof
JaredbroughttomeLordtobetouchedbyhlsﬁngerhavebeoomea

l= AE00UEI0A \‘\ 8 O='= e 05 | oanevel
Weslaylngoﬂ_abanstandsasashodangdernonstranonmaIGods
commandsmaysupersedeevenconvennonalmoralrty whileitalso

theRameumptom—therampwhereculiistsstoodioproclaimtheirown
blessedness—amemorablewamingagainstheuniversalprodivityfor
selfHighteousnessandprideandottenrefertomodemdayKorihors,
Ofcourse,atonelevel theBookaofMommonhaslongservedasa
sourceforauniqueMormonculturaivocabulary,uniqueculiuralper-
andNauvoo,Mormonshaveborrowedfromthescripturetoreferto
AmericanindiansasLamanitesandtononmembersasGentiles.Hymns
sungintheUtah Tenitory—iike"OStopand TelMe,RedMan,”and

243
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“GreatSpiitListentotheRedMan'sWai—tooktheircuefromthe
BookofMomon'semphasisontheLamanitesaschidrenofthecov-
enantasdidhechurch’slongstandingindienStudentPlacementPro-
gramthatprovidedschookyearadoptionsofNavajoandotherNative
AmericanchidrenintoLatter-daySainthomes. 10" Aroundthetumof
thecentury,aplaywithapopularruninthe SaltLake Valleywas
“Corianton,”basedonthewaywardsonofBookofMormonprophet
AmaWitenoriginalylyB.HRobertsthenadapiedbyOrestesBean

forthestage jtievenhadarunonBroadway. 1 Overtheyears | atter-
daySanIsha\eprodmdaoorﬂderableoormsofdrarms musicals,

centennialcommemorationofJosephSmith'sfirstviewofthegolden
platesatHilCumorahinupstateNewYork HisevocationofBookof
MorrrlonhstorymatwlmlnatedlnaﬁnalbameaICurrloraHV\/asde-

tendancewouldsurpass100,000. 14 (Inthe1997season,DonnyOsmond
triedoutforonecfthe640parts—SamuetheLamanite. B)America's
equn/alermofGamanysOberamn‘ergaupassmplaytheH|IIQerrah

SmithBuilding,thou-
sandsviewa7Ommiimwithstate-of-the-artproductionvaluespre-
sentinganexquisitelydetaledepicsetinBookofiViormonlandsand

times.  1® TheBrighamYoungUniversityalumnimagazineregularyad-
verm.ananaydgljdedmrSUBodmvbﬁmLamI& oomplete
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andNelestonarSMmlnmdwurdwmshtodwmplayorsoﬁ-pedal

TokyotoSamoa,oftencronnedbythegold-platedangel,rumpetio
mouthandprecioushooktuckedsnuglyunderangelicam. Theangel
maybeMormlhlmseIf sealerardguardlanoftkereoords andllnk

NauvoospureBlble ‘Andlsawanotherangelﬂylnlhemldstof

heaven, WwroteJohntheRevelator, havingtheeverlastinggospelto

preachuniothemthatowelontheearthandiveverynation,andkin-

dred andiongue.andpeopie (Rev.14:6).
JustwhatangelJohnsaworwhosegospeltheBookofiViormonpro-

caimswilcontinuetobedebatediorgenerationstocome aswila

vmlinglyomo Doesl‘nebrazennlegraﬁmohngshunanardd

toreresyoraohallergetoHellenlcduaJsrnslhalherakjsarENam
welcomeorthodoxy?“HauntingChristiantheologyandWestemphi-
losophythroughoutthecentuiies, notesNicholas\Wolterstorf, has
beerthepidLreofimeashoundedwihihecreaiedorderonthissde
ofthebwndaryardGodonIheother Orsomeuma;lhemetapmm
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discussedhookeverfrsipubishednAmenica” 2 LuheranpasioRab-
ertN.HulingerbeginshisstudyoftheBookofiViormonwithanex-

oroishoiieied i
therecord! BEvenionehddshatSmihwestheworsiscoundrelohis
day,onestilmustaccountforthecontentoftheBookofiViormon.”
(Likermanyothersofthisnewmiddieground heinterpretstheprophet
asasincerebuiselF-appointed defenderofGod inanageofskepi-
Smithborrowings,)

nahedlim e UG i - g

countfortheBookofiiormontakenasawhole, anintriguedobserver
likeHaroldBloom, perhapsthemostfamouscontemporary(hon-Mor-
mon)admirerofJosephSmith,referstotheprophetasan’authentc
religiousgenius.” 23 ManyMormonswouldbehappyforthecompli-
mentSuchatribute,however,asforemasthistorianofMomonismRi-

IheBookoﬁvIormonconundrummayalvvayseludeusall forgetfulas
weareoistyramiaeiure BuitheimeaverdoesamvenhenSans,
schoarsorskepicsachievesiimhandeonitsoniginsandmessage,
thepicturemaygrovwrathermorecomplicatedwithnowamingatall
AsOrsonPrattremindedanassemblyintheSaltLake Tabemaciein
1856,"YourecdlectihatwhertheBookofMiomonwastransiatediom
theplatesabouttwo-thirdsweresealedup,andJosephwascommanded
notohreskiheseatthaperoinereconeshidupThepiaiesahich
weresealedoontainedanaccountofthosegreatthingsshewnuniothe
trdhercﬂaed;armearetoumwlmsamgsaremmvaio
comeforthintheduetimeofthelord”

“WhenthepeopleoftheL ordareprepared andioundworthy, Wote
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Nibey,  vdl5ed JohnWWielchetal (SaliakeCityandProvo,Utah:
DeseretBookandFoundationforAncientResearchandMormonStudies

[FARMS|1988);,  AnApproactioiheBookoViomon ( ColecedNorts, vol.
61983  SheeQumoah ( Coleaed\orks, vol7,1988)and ThePopheic
BookofMonmon  ( ColectedWorks  v0l.8,1989). Anapproachbasedmore
ongeographyandanthropologyisthatofBrighamYoungUniversity's

JohnL.Sorenson.Hismastimportartcontrioutionis AnAncentAmerr
canSatinglotheBookoMiommon (SalL.akeCiyandProvoUtahDeseret
BookandFARMS,1996).Seealsohis ImagesofAnceniAmenca:\Visualiz-

ngBookoVomorLie (ProvoUtehResearchPress;1998) Tilesorthe:
BookofMormonorMormonismfoundinChristianbookstores,suchas
JohnAnkerbergandJohn\Weldon's FactsontheMormonChurch (Harvest
House,1991),usuallyappearinsefieswithitesikethe Zondervan
GuidestoCultsandReligiousMovements.”
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somecontemporarysecondhandaccounts.

3 RichardL.Bushman'saccountofeartyMomonismisthebesttodate.
Seehis  JosgphSmithandtheBeginningsofVlormonism (UrbanaandChi-
cagolnverslyolinosPiess 1984)5657.

4 Jospmihy, HeoyaheChud ofles sChistt aterda/Sars 7
vols. ed JamesMulholland,RobertB. Thompson, V\AIIIamW Phelps,

7 See]amesBAlm “TheSigniicanceotJosephSmihsHsiVisonin
MomonThought,”  Dialogue  1(autumn1966):29-45;MarvinHill,"On
theFrsiVisonanditsimportintheShapingofEaryMomonism,” Da-
lbgue  12(sping1979)90-99,JamesB Alen, TheEmergenceoiaFunda:
mental: TheExpandingRoleofJosephSmith'sHirstVisioninMormon
Thought”  JoumaoVormrmonHisiory 7(1980)43-61.

8 DodineandCoveraris (D&C)205.M833 acompiationofevelations

receivedbyJosephSmithwaspublishedasthe BookofCommandments  In
byl atler-deySainis.
9 ThehundredmilionmiestonewasreachedonApril22,2000. Deseret

Nens2001-2002ChurchAlmanac (Sall_akeCity:DeseretNews,2000),568.
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NOTES

1 AccordingtosocologistRodneyStark somenowivingmayseeitgrow
fromis11miionintheyear2000theneighborhoodo26 7milionby
theyear2080.Sechis TheRiseolNewWaridFaih,” RevienoRelgioLs
Research  261(Sepiember1984)19,22-23 Thoughatticzedasexraver
gantysomesodologists, Starkarguesmorerecentythathisesiimeate
mayhavebeentooconservative.Asof1999,“membershipissubstan-

telyhighetthanmymosiopimisicpraiecion. BxtradingSocalSo-
entiicModelsfromMormonHistory,” JoumalofVlormonHistory 251
(ingl999N1 76,

1. “WhendidthedumbingofAmericabegin®...Somerudeskepticsmight
wentolocatetheonginsofareepingnincompoops’..nthel 830s,
whenJosephSmithtookfromdictationanumberofmiserablywritien
narativesandinunctionsconveyedtohimbytheangelMoroniandthen
persuadedanumberofhickstobeginanevwreigion. PauiFussel, BAD:
TheDumbingofAmerica (NewYorkSummit,1991),197.

2 HaodBloom, TheAmercanRelgion TheEmergenceoithePost-Christian
Nation  (NewYorkSimon&Schuster,1992),80.

B ForadiscussionotthosepassagescitedbyMoroniseeKentP Jackson,
‘MoronisMessagetoJosephSmith,” Ensgn  208(August1990):13-16.

Y. HereandthroughoutthisbookBiblecitationsarefromtheKingJames
Verson.iwastheversionJosephSmithreadandreferredio andwouid
erevsaapoedknonneshe ingpredTiansition ThekingJames
e fanshionsed e  dicdesn o e DSsapures

B ThoughnotindudedinJoseph'scatalogueofscripturesheheardthat
nightWifordWoodufireferedioMioronismeniionofheDanieforoph
eqinesemonoiuly201833n JourabDsoouses 20v0s repored
byGDWatieial(Liverpoa=-DandSWRidhardsel, 18511836,
repintSall_akeCiynp,1974) 24241 CiednDavid)\Whitaker,
“TheBookafDanielinEarlyMomonThought,"inJohnM.Lundquist
andSephenDRdseds, B/SiLdyardAlsobyFaitiEssaysihHonorof
HughWiNibey  2vois(Sali_akeCityandProvo:DeseretBookandFour-
dationforAncientResearchandMommonStudiesFARMS],1990),1:159.

B TheBvenngandheMomingSar 110March1833):79 Thefrstl4num:
bersofthispaperwerepublishedinindependence MissouniJune1832—

July1833). Aftermobsforcedthe MormonsoutofiIndependence,
prlmmonrewmedlnNrHand Ohio, mDeoemberl&iSurxjenheold

UHanm1994),36705ciW1H<er’ﬂeBaj«1Deneltl59
B ks Ayes 18
1 SootFacerProdorandMaurineJensenProcioreds, TheRevisedandEn-
; . I
ok ; etk .
mandnihSmitis secod visiohehloneyeater.
D MessegeadAdocae 21(Odoberl835)198.
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firstvisiiohehl Hsmatherhoweverrecordedihathewasiolche:
couldirytoretievetheplatesagaininoneyear'sime andwasgriev-
ouslydisappointedwhenhefailedonthesecondattemptaswel JS-H

153Podao, HemyafsgahSmih 123

Podo,  HeyafsgaQmih n12

Pod,  HemdbsQmh 111119,

“WiliamSmithNotes," inDanVogel,ed., EarfyMormonDocuments 3
vois(SallakeCly SigretLreBooks 1996-)1:486-87.

Proao, HeoyalsenSmih 124,
V\AIIardChasealVleﬂwodisqoreadweW\mgb&edwaﬁswmroleasa

teelmCertuyArer (l\laNYakI\laNYorkUrweﬂyRms,mm)&s-
pecialypeges107-19,
ThisisprobablythesameWinchell(\WinchelotWingate whomanine-
teenth-centurywriternamed ‘onesource, ifnotthemainsourcefrom
whichcamethismonste—Mormonism.” ThatWinchellwasaVermont

laterbemrmbseph&nmmbemegmumeremereforavery
tenuousandconvolutedconnectionbetweenWinchellandMormonism.

BamesHishe, TheHsioyoMiodetonn Vermont (Rutend\t:Turte,

1867),64. ThestoryisrecountedandassessedinRichardLioydAnder-

son, TheMatureJosephSmithand TreasureSearching,” BYUStdes 244
(lISBAE-H6

ThefulestreatmentofinisseerstonesRichardVanWagonerandSeve

Walkker, JosephSmithandtheGittofSeeing,” Dialogue  (summer1982):
48-68

pantsinmoney-digging,originallypublishedinE.D.Howe, Mormonism
Unveled  (Painesvile, OhiolE.D Howe, 1834),andreprintedin\/ogel,

EaryMomonDocuments,259-63 WiliamStafford wholosthesheep,
pessedofhisvolemenias raiificaionofinycuriosiy (61).

Inresponsetothequiestion; WesnatJoSmithamoneydigger? hereplied

inseriesoiquestionandansiners, Yeshulinesneveraveryproficbie

reChudfes sChitt a5 s 130h183843
NP fory; sm—Noll Tirys

Moty (August1859):163-70jVoge), EatMomonDocuments 2309,
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31 ThecommentwasrecordedatJoseph's1826trialfordisordertyconduct
andmposturetyW.D.Puple DonnaHi, JosgphSmihjheFistVionmon
(1977 reprintSall_akeCity:SignatureBooks;1999),66.SeeBushman,

JosggGmih  74-76foarovevienoiheavabatlesourcesiothetriel

3 ‘PeingersdSaement 1833 nvVoge, EaiMomoiDoaumers 243

Halerecordedthat‘Smithstatedtome, mamehadgwenupwhathe

hedidhthearoftheplatesuntiiOctoberof1827 fromhishratherPre-

served SeeHanisinterviewwith Tifflany,inVoge!, EaryMommonDoaur
merts 2307-08

hect . ool ’ .
theplates,andevenaskedhimtorecommendhimtotheyoungEmma

Hale. See"\WilardChaseStatement, 1833 nVoge), EarlyMomonDocu-
ments ,2:68-69.JosephKnight,afiendofJosephSmith,alsociaimed
Lavwrencehacheeniothehil andsothreatenediointrudehimselinto
Smith'sdealingswiththeangelMoronithatSmithhadtowamhimaway.

SeeDeanJessee; JosephKrnightsRecolecionofEaryMomonHisiory,”

BYUStdes 17 1(autumn1976).33;Bushman, JosephSmih  216nL.

B WaneSenind ,26Junel829foundinFranaswW Kikham, ANewMiness
[Spgetiesiiess

D TeSakad  231831Y167CkedH, JogdGmih - 71Hpas

outthatin1 810, DeWitCintonrecordedthatoopperketiesandather
artfacishadbeenunearthednearCanandaigua(71-72).

HanisntervewwithTiflary,inVogel, EaMomonDocumens 2:308.
JosephKnightr., inddentsofHistoryfrom 1827401844, compiedby
T.ThomasBulod<dromioosesheetsindosephKnightspassession Au-

0ust16,1862 InLanyC Porter, TheCaesvileBranchandtheComing
ForthoftheBookofViomon,” BYUStides  10.3(spring1970):369.

Jessee, JosephKnightsReodledion 33,
Lucyplacestheevent soonafier Joseph'sJanuaryretumioPainyraat
Mmetheangelprmsedddwerydheplmwmmng
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B Jessee, JosephKnghisReookedion 33,
A Poa, HeoyofosgaQmih 130
D, WiliamSmithinterviewwithJ W.PetersonandW.S.Pender,1890,in

Voge, Ea/M\/IorrrmDoaJments ,1:508.BothwWiliamandLucyreported

perfectionsfortheHebrewtermsUrimand Thummim,theideaisnot
universalyaccepted. JohnTvedines,forexample seesinthemanEgyp-
o i ‘doadpchieveperfomandhenegaiveparice, m,
‘dont’Wecanthusread,verysimply, DOsandDONTS'."JohnA.
Tvednes, EgypianElymaogesioBhicalReigousParaphemaia,'n
Saah. Gded, Egypiobgaides SaipeHersoymianayd 28
(Jerusaem:MagnesPressoftheHebrenUniversity,1982),219.

5. AdamCake,  TheHolBbeConianngtheObandNewTesamenisnita
CommertanaQica\oes Aos(NesMeAbingdonndieprin),

148

% JamesE.Lancaster, The TranslationoftheBookofiViormon,"inDan
Vogeled, TheWordofGodEssaysonMomonSarpiue (Sall_akeCiy.
SgretreBooks1990),112

% ComeliusvanDam, TheUrimandThummim:AMeansofRevelationinAn-

cenioae (Wihonalakend Hisenbrauns 1997)229-30.

5. ‘“Thebookofilormon,asarevelationfromGod,possessessomeadvan-
tageovertheoldscripiuretithasnotbeentinciuredbythewisdomof
manwithhereandthereanitalicwordtosupplydeficendies.was
translatedbythegittandpowerofGod,byanunleamedman, through
theaidofapairofinterpreters orspectades—(knownperhapsinan-
cientdaysas Teraphim,orUrimand Thummim).” TheEveningandthe

MomingStar 1. 8(January1833) 58 OnceJosephbegantoemploythe

anoisofthetemple(1Macc.14;seeals08:22) Ofcourse numerousex-
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DocumentsinStoneBoxes, inLundouistandRicks, ByStudyandAlsoby
Fh 2213334

Poo,  HemdbbsaGmih 130

Jessee, JosephKnightsReookedion, 33,

HanisnteniewnithTiflarty,inVogel, EatMomonDocumens 2307,

LyndonW.Cook,ed., DavidWhitmerinterviews:ARestorationWitness
(Orem,Utah:Grandin1991),60.

AccordingtoJosephKnight, Josephthreatened throughhisfather;to
‘thrashthestumpswithhim'iflLavwrenceshowedupatthehilatthe
timetheplatesveretobedelvered Jessee, JasephKrnightsRecolec-

R

MarthaCampbellettertoJosephSmith, December19,1843,inVogel,
EarlyMormmonDocuments ,2:307n29.

SalyParkereterinJohnKempon Augus26,1838inVoge, EadMor-
monDocumerts 1219

WiliamSmithinterviewwithJ W.PetersonandW.S.Pender,1890,n

Vogd, EaMomonDocuments 1508,

ReminiscencedH.S Saisbury, 1954,nVoge, EarMomonDocuments
1545,

Emmalsdescripionisgivenin\Vogel, EayMomonDocuments 15255,
H Jspemh @

HanisnienviewnihiTifianyinVogel, EayMormoDoaurets 230810,

“ItwasagreeduponthatMartinHarmsshouldfollowhimassoonas
JosephshouldhavesuficentimetotranscribesomeoftheEgyptian

charaders Proony, HeoyafosedSmih 154,

Jessee, JosephKnightsRecolection,”34.BushmanreadsinlucyMack
Smith'saccouniasivelthesuggestionthatJosephwanted atransiaion
olalthebasiocharactersisohecouldcarmyoniyhimself Bushman,

JeggGmih - 3

s Ryes 19

Smh Heoy 119

ChildesabedhevsineeteiUblaot ebrarsandnoonsisen

cies.JohnA ClarkioDearBrethren August24,1840, TheBpiscopalRe-
corder 18(5September1840):94,inVogel, EarfyMormmonDocuments
226160,

H Jspamh A

in  (SalakeOlyDesaret1986)219

Snh Hoy 10

CharlesAnthontoE.D.Howe, 1 7February1834,inBackiman, Bewiness
21519,
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CharlesAnthontoRev.T.W.Coit 31841 inBackman, Bewness
21519

SeeSaneyB Kimbal, TheAnthonTranscriptPeople, PriimarySources,

andProbems,’ BYUStdes  10.3(spring1970):335-36.
ThisvowcedhyArnthoninhis1841ketershighlyimprobableinthis

context Publicationofthebook andtheneedioMartinioguaranteeis
finrancngthroughamorgageonhisfaimwerestiiwoyearsanay.

Svh Hay 10
EmmaSmithBidamoninterviewwithEdmundC.Briggs,1856,inVogel,
EayMormonDocumernts,1:530.

ReubenMilerJoumal, October21,1848,inVogel, EarlyMormonDocu-
merts 2494,
JohnHGhertietertoJamesT . Cobb, 10February1879inVoge, Ealy

MormonDocuments ,2:522-23.

Backman, Eyewiness ,173StanLarson,’AStudyofSomeTextiualVaria-
tionsintheBookafMormon. . ."(mester'sthesisBrigham YoungUni-
versity,1974);RoyalSkousen, HondasephSmith TransiatedtheBookof
Mormon:EvidencefromtheOriginalManuscript, inNoelB.Reynolds,
ed, BodolVomonAutashipRevisied TheEvioenoaoAnceniongins
(Provo,UtshFARMS 1997) 61-93.

wmmmm%mmmmn
“TheHistoricityoftheMattheanSermonontheMount, inBrentLee

Metcalleed, NevAgaoachesoheBookoVomonBpraionsn Qi

cavietodbbgy  (Sall akeCly SoreiLreBooks 1993)116.

RoyalSkousen, TextualVarantsinthelsaiahQuotations, inDonaldW.
PanyandJohnWWielcheds, kaahintheBookoMormon (ProvoUteh:
FARMS,1998),377-78.

Q8

problemis,WiliamwasnotatHammonyduringtheonlytimethatthey
weregpparentyused OiverConderyandathersindesaibingJoseph's
employmentoftheUimand Thummim,areactuallyrefeningtohisuse
oftheseerstone,whichappearstohavebeentheonlyinstrumenthe
usedkferthesumme il 828\ WiamSmihinterviewninJ W Peterson

andW.S.Pender,1890jnVogel, EaryMomonDocuments ,1:508-09.
JeradandSandiaTaner, CoverrgUpheBadkHokintheBookolViormon
(Sall_akeCiyUhLighthouseVinistty,1990),160.

‘LasTesimonyofSistertEmma,” SaitsHerald 26(10ctober1879)in
Voge, EaMomonDocuments 1541

SasvieraSr 44Febnany61832)87.

LateraaySaVieraSr 2AFebneny61882)36-87.

Anumberofarticlesaddressthisissue—whichmayhaveconsiderable
thedlogicalsigniicance—ofhawmechanicalandhowtightlycontrolled
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NOTES

theprocesswas.Some(secondhand)accountsgoevenfurtherthanHar-
fisnarguingformgidcontrol suchas TrumanCoe'sdaimthatJoseph
saidhesawthetrandiationinplainEnglish,onascreenplacedbefore
him."(TrumanCoetoEditor, OhioObsenver  August11,1836,nVogel,
EarfyMormmonDocuments ,1:46.)BookofMomontextualscholarRoyal
“HowJosephSmmTranslatedmeBookOrMormon Evidencefromthe
OnignalManusait” hmslﬁodd\/bmm&lﬂ&s 71(1998)23-31.

analysisoftheBookofMomontoarguethat thedemonstratedpres-
enceofdistinguishableauthorshipwordprintsintheBookofViormon
theimprintoftheoriginallanguageremained. Thus, theprocesswas
bothdirectandliteral. WayneA Larsen,AvMinC.Rencher,and Tim
Layton,“ WhoWirotetheBookofMormon?AnAnalysisofWordprints,”
BYUStdes  203s5ping1980)244 Ortheathethandgiverthefacthat
Josephdidnotscrupletomakeminorchangestothetextoverthenext
fewyears hedearlyunderstoodhisrletobethatofanimperfecime-
diuminaprocessthatwasfarfrommechanical.

B8 Smh Hay 120
10  DeanCJesseecompanded, ﬂEPasJHA/ﬁrgsrﬂmmrm (Sak

design.AfirstediionoftheBookofiViormononceawnedbyB.H.Rob-
enfs(1857-1933)contansanengmationotenthisregard inhemargin
abovethepreface whereJosephrehearsesthel ordswamingthatevi-
mindedpeople—presumablyLucyamongothers—stolethemanuscript
withintentioalteritanddiscredithim,anapparentoontemporaryhas

penned! Martinsaysthatprefaceisalincomectiandshouidnotoere-

BushmanbelievesJosephlosttheUrimand ThummimatthetimeHarris
wentoffwiththemanuscript basedonJoseph'sremarkthattheyhad
beentakenfrommeinconsequenceofmyhavingweariedtheLord’on

HanisshehaliSmih, Hsoy  1:21)But ucyMadkecodedthat afer
Joseph'sretumioHamony,anangetrequiredhimiodelverupthelUrim
andThummimbecause“hehadsinnedindeliveringthemanuscriptinto
thehandsofawickedman.(Proctor, HistoryofJosephSmith 173-74)
Thereisnoreasontothinkherdatingwrong, sinceshewnitesthatthe

punishmentwas inconsequenceof, butnotatthetimeof, Smith'sim-
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Podo,  HemyoflsgaQmih 174,
EmmaSmithBidamontoEmmaPigrim,March27,1870,inVogel, Early
MomonDocuments ,1:532.

DavidWhimero KarsasCydourel iCook, Daid\himehienviens 72
Apparently, Josephdidnotgivetheentiretyofthenworktothetdate

overioHanis Sedion10afhe Eh:masrrt‘a,aaws cisinguisheshe-
goneoutofyourhands™v.10)andafurtherportion, presumably

teinedval).

Smh Hy I8
JosephKnightandEmmabothrememberedherbrotherReubenHaleas-
ssingiuingheniniedfl828-2%asnel Jessee; JosephKnghtsReoo-

lection,”35; LastTestimonyofSisterEmma, inVoge), EarlyMormon
Doaumenis 1541

Jessee! JosephKnghtsReooledion 35-36.

88 BR

BR

EREB
g |
;
g

platesofNephi,downeventilyoucometothereignofkingBenjamin,
orunnlyoucometoﬂqalvmmyouhavetranslated whichyouhave

Smh Haoy IR

BookofCommandments  (independence Mo.:1833)45.
sectionfromMasiahthroughMoroni—pages153-588inthe1830edition—
wasprobablytransiatedbeforethemovetoFayette FrstNephitothe
WordsofMormonwouldhavecomelast. SeeJohnW.Welchand Tim
Rathbone, The TranslationoftheBookofViormon:BasicHistoricalln-

formation; (Provo,UtahFARMS;,1986) Theratefortheentietransia-
tionwouldhavebeeneightprintedpagesaday,accordingtoWelch's
estimate.JohnWelch," HowlongDidtTakeJosephSmithto Translate
theBookaofViormon?’ Ensgn  181(January1988)47.

Smh Hay 14

onemonthithatisfomJunel stioJuly1st1829.” KansasCiyJdoumal ,
Juneb,1881nCook, DavcilWhimernievievs 2
QuotednPhipBarow, MomorsadheBbe (NewYorkOxiord 1991)19,
JosephSmithmentionedthisverse,aswellas2Nephil1:3whichpre-

dicsthat bythewordsoftree God'Wwilesiabishihispvord”
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1 JohnSorenson, AnAncentAmericanSetingortheBookofViommon

Smh Haoy 145

Pooo,  HEyaflegaSmih 1%,

ReubenMiller; LastDaysofOiverCowdery,” DesereiNens  YApl3,
1859)inViogel, EaMomonDocuments 2495,

In  falof1837 oppostionindosephSmihgreneshedaimedthenightio
advseandoounsehnareasbeyuﬁvwmemmberwassunuﬁ

sequence. SeeRonaIdKEsplln ‘TheEmergenceofBrighamYoungand
theTwelvetoMormonleadership,1830-1841,"(Ph.D.diss.,Brigham

YoungUniversity,1981).

Ketthw.Perkins, DavidWhitmer, inDanielLudow,ed.,, Encydopedia
oViormonism  Avois(NewYorkMacmilan, 1992) 4:1566.

Voge, EaMomonDocuments  2:255.

LeghBricSchmid, HalfFais:ScotishCommunionsardAmenicanRevivals
nheEaModarPaiod (PinceonPrincerinverstyPress1989)148

‘Bvangelistsand TheirHearers:PopularinterpretationofRevivalist
PreachingrEighteenthCenturySootand” JournabBishSedies 22
(Apiloso0.

TWO

(Sakt
LakeCity:DeseretBookandFoundationforAncientResearchandMor-
monStudies[FARMS],1996),138.

2 CSlewns, Pesrda  (NewYokSabner,1996)142
3 StephenE.Robinson, The'Expanded BookofMormon?’inMonteS.

NymanandCharlesD.TateJr.eds.,, TheBookofMonmmon:SecondNeph;
TheDoatinalSiucre (ProvoUshBrighamYoungUniverstyReligous
StudiesCenter,1989),396. TheparaphraseofRobinsonisbyMelodie
NbendnCharlaoncrlnqu&cmehstomaIplausbInyofBod(of

4 HowardN.Wallace,inFrankMooreCrossJr..ed., TheEdenNaratives

(Alanta:Schalars,1985),18-21;UmbertoCassuio, ACommeniaryorithe
BodoGenessPartFomAdamioNoah JarslsagAbrahamsJenusa
lem:Magnes,1961),72—74;RobertGordis, TheKnowedgeofGoodand
BvintheOdTesameniandheQumanSaoks,” JourabiBbical

eaure  76(1857)127n16ThessexampesandseverabhersarenBruce

MPrichetr, 1 ehisTheologyofheFalinisPreexicExicCon

et  JumbBoddVamoGioes 32{199419-8lneckiiorio
dudes36othersthatcommentatorshaveconnectedwitthefal.
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Chigth TheViosCarecBook (SallakeOlyComersione1999/101-2.
JohnTvedines, TheMessiah, TheBookofMormon,andtheDeadSea
Sadks’h TheViosCareaBook HA3Mednestieseampesionsads
11Q134Q246,and4Q521(328-43).

(Sall_akeCity DeseretNews,1907-12)1:348 Morefamously MarkTwain

caledt aiedousplagasmotheNewTesamen” Roghgt 20k
(Hartiord Conn:AmericanPubishing 1899)1:132.

RochesterDailyAdvertiser Apni2,1830 inFrandisW.Kirkham, ANew
WinessbChisihAmenca A0k (IndependenceMoZionsPinting,

161167,

ForadiscussionafineepicfeaturesoftheBookafiViormon,seeRichard
Rust, FeastingontheWord TheLierary TestimonyofiheBookofViommon
(Sall_akeCity:DeseretBookandFARMS,1997) 47-64.

Soerson,  AncerAmericanSetig 5.
InaprefacetothefirstprintingoftheBookofiViormon,JosephSmith
referredtothose116pagesas TheBookoflehi"andsaidtheycame

fromMormon sabndgmerﬁof”lheplatesofLehl ”Apparenﬂy then,

smahaaaélhq%ibmb —Jaoti314).

JohnW.Welch,"AuthorshipaftheBookoflsaiah, inDonaldwW.Parry

andJohnWWelchgeds, lsaahintheBookoViomon (ProvoUhFARMS,
1908431

Sorensondiscussessixsuchelementsin TheBrassPlatesandBhlical

Scholarship,” Dalogue  104(autumn1977).31-39.Buthischallengeto
theBookofViormonforwhatitmayrevealtothemaboutOld Testament

sources hasmetwithnoresponse.

AsEugeneEnglandpointsout, theBookofiviormon...ismainlypat-

temedbyasingiemind thatofiViormon,andtheresulingunityisre-
markablysmiartothepetiemsonlynowbeingexplicatedintheBlole
bysuchaiicsasNorthrop]Fye."SeeEngand's ASecondWinessfor

the  Logos :TheBookofMlormonandContemporaryLiteraryCriticism,”
inJohnM.LundquistandStephenD.Ricks,eds., ByStudyandAlsoby

FaihEssayaHonooHLghWNDEy, 2A0s(Sall akeClyandProvo;
DeseretBookandFARMS,1990),2:91-125.

MormonisherequotingthewordsofNephi,sonofHelaman(Helaman
7:7)TheatherinstancesoftheterminhisabridgmentareAima36:28,
AIma37:44-45 and3Nephi20:29.
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B Cowderyapparentlyfirstdesignatedthe NewYorkmountasHill
Cumorahinthe MessengerandAdvocate (July1835):158-59.Forfurther
discussion,seeWiliamHamblin, BasicMethodologicalProblemswith
the Anti-MormonApproachtothe GeographyandArchaeologyofthe
BookofViormon,”(Provo, Utah:FARMS,1993),10;andJohnSorenson,

TheGeographyofBookofMormonEvents:ASourceBook (Provo,Utah:
FARMS,1992),372.

1. HanissodhisaminApriof1831iopaythell SeeRidhardBushmean,
JosephSmithandtheBeginningsofViommonism (UrbanaandChicago:Uni-
vasydhoPess 18108

2 DavidWhitmersaidoftheoccasion, 2roomswerefiledwithmem-
bers—about20fromColesvile,15fromManchesterChurchandabout20
fromaroundaboutFatherWhitmers. About50members&the6Elders
werepresentFromJoumalofEdwardStevenson, 2January1887.Cited
inLamyCPorter; TheFelsWhieAreadytoHanvest EadesiVis-
sionaryLaborsandtheBookafMormon, inLanyC. PorterandSLmn

2L DavidWhimerintenviennithareporterofthe KansasQiyJdoumal June
51881 Thisandseverabthesxamplesiciolowoiprepuibicationpros-
2 JosSmink, HaoyaheChudofles sChistl aterda/Sairns 7

vols.,ed.JamesMulholland,RobertB. Thompson, WiliamW.Phelps,
WiardRichards GeorgeA SmihandaierBHRoberts Sl alkeCly:
DeseretNewsPress,1902-12.2ndrev.ed. Sall_akeCity:DeseretBook,
1BI15L

R Smih, Hsoy L75FeaingorthesaietyothemanusaiptJosephhed
Cowderymakeoutasecond ‘printer'smanuscript,"whichwasdeliv-

Whitmer,1887),32; Historyof Thos.BaldwinMarsh,” DeseretNews 24
79-81.SeealsoLanyC.Porter,"SolomonChamberiain—EartyMission+
ay’ BYUStdes 123gingl972)314-18,

5. LeterofJosephSmith,Jr. toOiverCowdery,Harmony, Pennsyivania,
Odober22,1829,JosephSmihColecion ArchivesoiheChurdhoflesus
Chrisol_atier-daySaints Sall akeClyQuoednParier; TheFels

Whie32.
B WareSaing  June261829reprintedinKikham, Newness 228,
Z.  PahnyaReaman,  August291829guaiednDonnaHl, JosgphSmihihe

FAsiviormon - (197 7repintSall_akeClly SgnaiureBooks 1999)95.

B LucyMacksaidthegroupthreatenedGrandin‘withevilconsequences”
ifheproceededwiththeprinting.JosephcamebackfromNewYorkand
‘wentimmediatelywithMartinHarmis[whohadguaranteedpayment]
andsucceededinremovinghisfears.”ScotFacerProctorandMaurine
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Mater (SallalkeClyBookoait1996)221.

WiliamAlexanderLinn, TheStoryofiheMormons (NewYorkMacmilan,
1902)48uotednParter; TheFeds\\Whie) 85.

DeanJessee, JasephKnightsRecolectionofEarlyMomonHistory,”

BYUStdes 17 1(autumn1976).36-37.

Proao, HeoyatsenSmih 152

PomeroyTucker, Origin, Rise,andProgressofMonmonisim (NewYork:
Appleion 1867)60 QuaiedbyPorier; TheFelds\White, 85.

BenjaminWinchester, infroductiontotheSulbjectofiheBookafiVior-

mon”  GaspeReleaor 15March11841)%9.

Sh Haay 184

THREE

Ateastearlyas1 831, JosephSmihemployedhetem'sainis inarev-
ebfoneleringahaighieousaiheltastays | DogineadCoerats
[D&CJ61:17). Thechurchwasincorporatedas TheChurchofChristin
1830washeingcaled TheChurchaftheL atier-DaySaints byApriof

1834( TheEveninganatheMomingSiar 219Api1834}150,152)and
adopteditspresentnamein1838(seeD&C1154).

DeanCJesseecompanced, ThePersonaMtiingsotiosgphSmih (Sat
LakeCiyDeseretBook 1984).218-19.

David)Whitakerhaswitenethoroughacoountof honsatLiatedearly
MomonthoughtwaswithDanieftypology.”Seehis TheBookofDaniel
inEarlyMommonThought,"inJohnM.LundquistandStephenD.Ricks,
eds, BALdanAafaihtssaysHonooHghVNDe), Aok,
(Sati_akeCityandProvo:DeseretBookandFARMS,1990),1:155-201
MessengerandAdvocaie . 2.14(November1835).221.

MessergerandAdvocale 2.15(December835)227.

GeorgeM.Marsden, ReligionandAmericanCultLire (NewYorkHarcourt
BraceJovanovich,1990)80.

MonteS.NymanandLisaBolinHawkins, BookofMormmon: Overview,”
inDanielLudiow,ed., Encyciopediact Mornmonism Avols.(NewYork:

meaning(theconceptondea). CourseinGeneralLinguisics (NewYork
McGrawHil, 1966),66-7.

“JosephSmihHsory (IS H), PeatiGeaPrice (SalLakeClyChuch
aiesUsChrisol atier-daySans 1981)1:40.

intheNameoftheProphet—Smith! I-kmefdﬂ/voroS 8(19July1851):
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2 JsgpSmhl, HeoyaheChud e sChist atercd/Sats
vols.,ed.JamesMulholland, RobertB. Thompson, WiliamW.Phelps,
DeseretNewsPress,1902-12:2ndrev.ed. Sall_akeCity:DeseretBook,

161133,

B SeeTemyiGivens,“AnAgecfHumbugs’: TheContermporaryScene,in
VibeartheHeath 80-75.

X JanShipps,“AnctherSideafEarlyMomonism, inJanShippsandJohn
WWelchgeds, ThedoumalsoMiamMicl ein1831-1836 (Provo,Uigh:
BYUStudiesandBrighamYoungUniversity;Urbana:Universityofili-
noEPess19)5-6.

5 JHBeadk, LinUahorteMysieiesandOimesolViomonsm (Phix
delphia:NationalPublishingComparty,1870) preface.

B LaurenceMoore, ReligiousOutsidersandtheMakingofAmericans
YorkOxfordUniversiyPress,1986).38.

. ShippsAnoherSide 7.

i
I

theBibletobe''abranchofhisicaling(Smith, HisionyotheChurch
1238) HebeganiinMarch1831. TatheEldersofiheChurch, Messerr
geadAdvocae 2.3December835)229,

1 PaieyPPraieiaiedheouneyinhis Auphogaaly  (SalLakeCly:
DeseretBook 1975)47-52.

2 ChalesThompson, EvidencesnProdoitheBookoViormon (BaaviaNY.
DDWaie1841)3.

ohardions’See ThesadSeasas . 36321436

2. BenaminWinchester, TheObjeciofaContinuationofRevelation,”
peRebar 15Vadl1341)98

2 ManinS.Hil,“The ShapingoftheMomonMindinNewEnglandand
NewYok’ BYUStdes 93(spingl1969):352 Thebeststudythatsitr
aesMomonismwithinthecontextoimilenarianexpedtationsisGrant

Undewoods  TheMilenaranWorldofearyMonmonism (Urbana:Univer-
SodEPess190)

2. HyrumL.Andrus, The SecondAmericanRevolution: EraofPrepara-
ton” BYUStdes 12(auimnl959)78.

5 ASHayden, EarlHsioryoftheDisgplesinthelVestiemResenve Oho
(GnanatiCheseandHal 1876)183.

B AexanderCampbel, TheChristianSystem 10 gtednAndius,"Second
AmericanRevolution,"80.

Z.

InGrantUnderwood'sstudyofBookofMlormonusageinpre-1846Mor-
monpublcations hefindsS9referencesto therestorationofisragl”
Thenexthighesinadenceisior ProphecyrelatingioGenties, wih37
occurrences.Seehischapter TheBookofiViormonandtheMillenarian
Mndin  MienaianWord .
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StephenEBerk, CEWIHTWSLBDGHW&;VTHM‘AD/UM’EOF
ginsofAmericanEvangelcalOrthodoxy (Hamden,Conn.:Archon,1974),
21 (Seehisentirechapter, TheNewAmericanJerusalem,”18-32).See
alsoEmestieeTuveson, RedeermerNaton  (Chicago:UniversityofChi-

- i .

SfbpsAmherSide BSeealsdﬂ‘DIfaemeamOﬂmex-

lationofRevelation14:6—7.CitedinAndrus,“SecondAmericanRevolu-
gl
ChraEHLbyded, Joumabl ewVHanoodK(np.nd)23Cied
inRichardAnderson, impactoftheFrstPreachinginOhio,” BYUSLc
s 11 4summerl971)483.
“JohnMurdockAutobiography,”12,quotedinAnderson, FirstPreachr
g4
JoumaloflLymanWight,quotedinAnderson, FirstPreaching,'484.
DomaH, JosgphSmihTheRsiViormon (197 7yeprint SallakeCly:

SgreiLeBooks 1999)122

Fomhe  BookdeEquer Jepriniedn MessageadAdocae  15Feb-
nay1830)77.

GordonShepherdandGaryShepherd AKingdomTrarsiommed: Themesinihe

196. Thepassagelsmcludedlnaﬁjllerdlswsgonof‘ Mormonism,

MienariansmandViodemity, nUnderwood, MieraianWod 13042
GordonWood, “‘EvangelicalAmericaandEarlyMormonism,” NewYork
Hsoy 6](0(113&1%))331

vesaHed oraammmgfmgs@;lz

H Jgitmh 3B

Bushman'stalydoesnaindudevisonaryexperienceermbeddedinionger
nanatives' TheVisonan\WordofJosephSmih,” BYUStdes  371(1997/
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Tanera,seeMK:hadG Ditmore’s’ APromemm—lerOmOamyAn

trum seeHngthbley(vmoarguesfonheemprmcdrlferenuanmof
prophetfrommystic)in“ProphetsandMystics, in TheWoridandithe
Pores |, TheCaaaed/NokeoHgNbBy, 15.05(Sall deClyDeseret
BookandFARMS, 1986),3:98-107.Alsosee forfurtherdiscussionand
relevanisources LousVidgiey, TheChalengeoHistoricalConsoous-
ness:MormonHistoryandthe EncounterwithSecularModemity”in
LundouistandRidss, ByStdandAsobyfaih 253n.

B SeeCaloGrzbugs mﬂfﬁm (Balimore:JohnsHopkins,

2nded.

reved,
frans. T.RhysEvans,ed.StephenHobhouse(NewYorkHarper&Broth-
"



A8 ARBB R 89

N8 8

3ol © N

d A

8

NOTES

Maternsen,  JaootBoghme 429

Augusine,  Coessos XliransRSPine-CofinNewYorkPenguin,
1961),281-309. TheparablesofJesusobviouslysetaprecedentfor
nonlierareadingoisacreddiscourse andPauisuiggestedanearlyiom
ofypalogicainterpretatiormhenhesaidoftheJews, Butherminds
werebindedforuntithisdayremaineththesamevaiuntakenawayin
thereadingofihedidtestamentwhichvailisdoneawayinChrist (2

Coinhans314).

Agsie  Cokssos  XIX0

Agsie  Cokssos Xl

Jares \agkes X2

BvelynUnderhi, Mysticsm  (NewYarkDoubleday,1990),335,337.
Underhd, Msidam 34748,
RalphwWaldoEmerson,“Swedenborg;or,theMystic,” CompleteWiitings
ofRaph\WaloEmerson (NewYorkWise, 1929),363.
Emerson,“Swedenborg,”365.
Foranargumentthathedidhavesignificant—albeittermporary—infiu-
enceonthedevelopmentofananthropocentricheaven,seeColleen
McDannellandBemhardLang, Heaven:AHistory (NewHaven:;YaleUnk
versyPress1988)181-227.

SheldonCheney, MenWhoHaveWalkedwihGod (NewYorkKnopf,1945),
33

McDannelandLang, Heaven,322.

Emerson,“Swedenborg,”370.

andSeen (NaWaicDMl920)2 3

Emerson,’ S/vedenborg 368—69
StatementoftheRomanCongregationfortheDoctineottheraith, 1979,
quotedinMcDannellandLang, Heaven,322-23 TheyciteRenéeHaynes
assayingmoresimply, Themoredetailedpicturesofifeatterdeath

Jares \Vaskss 3R
Emerson,“Swedenborg,”369.
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8L Schmid, HoyFais  A44,146NedLandsman, EvangelstsandTherHear

ersPopuaintepretaionodRevivalistPreachingnBighieenth Certury
Swid” JourabBiESLdkes 282Apil989143

& DouglasWilson, Prospectsforthe StudyoftheBookofMlormonasa

WorkoiAmericanLierature,” Diabgue  3(5ping1963).37,39 Amythic
approachtotheBookofMormon,”heexplains,‘wouldbeconcemed

8839

§ R

wmmmwmmosem% "How-

Essas ;eleU*eel—btw(AuﬂnUwM eaPress1981)42
TimesandSeasons  4.13(May15,1843).194.B HRabertsbelevedtihere
wasevidencesuggestingW.W.Phejps,andnatJosephwastheauthorof
thisartide whichhefeltwas basedoninaccuratepremisesandwas

offensivelypedanic. TrumanG.Madsen, Deferoerofiheraih:TheBH
RabersSoy  (SallakeClyBookaatt1980)291-92

JosephFedngSmihed, TeachrgothePrgphetiosgohSmih (Sdlae
ClyDesereBook1973)350.

Baltin; Disoourse; 42

Bakhtin, Disoourse;47.

BruceR McConkie, MomonDoarine  (SaltLakeCity Deserethook 1989),
@

PopeA.Duncan, CrawfordHowel Toy:Heresyatl ouisvile, inGeorge
HShiver, AmaicanRelgousHereicsFomaardnionalTias (Nesh
VieAngdon 1966)68.

Asnotedabove,Josephapparentlyusedaseerstoneformuchoreven
mostofthetranslation,atthoughheseemstohaveusedthetermUim
andThummim'torefertoeithermeansofransiation.

HendrikC.Spykerboer,“Uimand Thummim,” TheOxfordComparnionto
theBible ,ed.BruceM.MetzgerandMichaelD.Coogan(NewYork Ox-
fordUniversityPress,1993),786. ThelermsarementionednExod 28:30;
Lev88Deut338Eza263Neh.7:65andnheApoaypha.

StevenHarper, ‘infalibleProofs, BothHumanandDivine: ThePersua-

sivenessofMomonismiorEaryConverts,” RelgionandAmericanCuk-
e 1016nine2000104.
WWPhels, LeterNo6,” MessergeadAdwocae L7(Apil835)97.
BoesiourabiheChudhol aterdaySaints J12November1837)28
andL:30y183843

KlausJ.Hansen, MomonismandtheAmericanExperience (Chicago:Uni-

versyoChicagaPress 1981)40.
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9. WandleMaceautobiographyinMiltonV.BackmanJr.andKeithW.
Pekinseds, WhingsoFeani L atier-aaySanisandThaiCanempaares
ADatabaseColecion 2nded. rev.(Provo,UtahBrighamYoungUniver-
styRelgousSLdesCener1996)23

JohnW.Welch,"ActsoftheApostieWiliamE.McLelin, inShippsand

shag” MomorHsoicaSedes 1(gring2000/10.

AmosN.MerrilandAltonD.Meril ‘ChargingﬂnughtontfeBook

AmTases, FSTHWBBWW

BperencefomWWeseytodames (PrincetonPrincetonUniversityPress,

1999),18 Somewhatastonishingly, Tavesnegiectstoindudeinherim-

pressivestudyanymentionofthemostinfuential Americanvisionary

betweenWesleyandJames—JosephSmith.

Thompson, Evidences ,149-67.

“TheMomons”  RelgousHerald 591(9Ap1840).

ThomasODea, TheMonmors (ChicagoUniversityofChicagoPress, 1957),

P4

“TheBookafMormonbringsmentoChristthroughtwobasicmeans.

FrstitelsngpainmannerdiChrisinathenatreoitheGochead]

andHisyospelitestiiesoiHisoviniyandofhenecessiyforaRe-

deemerandtheneedofourputingtrusinHim... SecondtheBookof

MormonexposestheenemiesofChrist EzraTaftBenson, TheBookof

MomonistheWordofGod, RegionalRepresentativesSeminar, Sall_ake

CyAaii1ose

10 ShomoBiderman,  SajpiureandKnowkedgeAnEssayonRelgiousEpiste-
moogy (NewYokBi1995)12-13,

M ThemostcomprehensivestudyoftheBookofMormonwitnessesisby
RichardLioydAnderson, InvestigatingtheBookoViomon\Vinesses (Sakt
LakeCity:DeseretBook,1981).Ashedemonstrates, eacwiness. ..
disaffecionwithJosepharthechurchonthepartofsome, noreliable
evidencehassurfacedoindicatethatanyoftheeleverwitnessesever
revokedhistestimony.

12 WiamEMcLelinpJamesT.Cobb,14August1830jnLanyC.Porter,
“WiliamE.McLelan'sTestimonyoftheBookofMommon,” BYUStudies
104(summer1970)486.

113 NawmooBxposior  June7,1844.ThepublisherswereWiliamLaw,Wison
Law,Charlesivins,FrancisM. Higbee, ChaunceyL. Higbee, RobertD.
FosterandCharesAFoSEY.
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Jefleryl_Sheker, KreBbETLE? (NewYokHaperCoins1999)111
WitfredCantwellSmith, The StudyofReligionandthe Studyofthe

Bhle nvViiamLeveringed, RahindgSaplureEssaysfomaCom-
padiePersoedie (AloanySUNYPress;1989)26.
ForaMormonviewthatechoesWitiredCantwell Smith's,seel.eonard
JArngonCinghenfluencedfGeorgeSaniayarals ReasorRelgon
(1906) thelongrimechurchhistorianioldaninterviewerthat 'sacred

history ts'separateanddisindt fromihekindofhisioryprofessional

histoiansdolnViaiseRuhven, TheDvineSupermanket ShagpingorGod
inAmenica  (NewYorkWiliamMorrow,1989),120.SeealsoAtington's
‘WhylamaBelever,” Sunsione  10(1985)36-38.
TrLdeljdeuB\,ﬂ/\(MHyZSJQQZL),rGHer aheBbeTILE?

Dearﬁ]eﬁee.ed TheParasiiossaSmihy w1, Audogaohcaad
HesoialMiigs (Sall akeClyDesereBook1989)43L
Jesse  Pgoes 14238,

SoatFaerProcorandMiaLrineJensenProcoreds, TheRevisecarndEn-
haroecHsoyaBossn QrityhEVioher (SallaeOyBooaat1996),
112

Wandle MaceautobiographyinMiltonV.BackmanJr.andKeithW.
Peldseds, Whingsolea aler-aaySantsandTheiConermpoaies,
ADetabaseColecton 2nded.rev.(Provo,UtshBrighamYoungUniver-
StyRelgousSudesCerier1996)45.
pagecfiheBookofMiomonisaliteraltransiation akenfromthevery
Istieat onthelefihandsidethecoledionodookoflaiesinhich
contanedtherecordwhichhasbeentransiated helanguageothewhde
runningthesameasalHebrewwitingingeneral;andthatsaidtiie
Y, Hodeduddeshitt aerch&ats Fcsedlemes
Muholland,RobertB. Thompson,WiliamWwW.Phelps WilardRichards,
GeorgeA Smith,andlaterB.H.Roberts(Satt_akeCity:DeseretNews
Press1902-122ndreveed Sall alkeClyDesereiBook 1961) 171

FanasWKikham, ANewMnessbrChisinAmenca 2Avois(indepent
denceMoZionisPrining1951) 229, JosephSmindeposiedhistie
pagewiththederkoftheNorthemDistrictofNew'Y ork(andobtaineda
copyrightionJune1,15daysheforetwasprintedinthenewsartice.

RichardBushman,  JasephSmithandtheBeginningsofMonmonism (Urbana
. N .
Someaccountsmadevaguealusionstoreligiouscontent RochesterAd-

vertserandTeegaph (August31,1829eportedhattheBookofViommon
wessaidiohave' languageanddodtine. farsuperiortothoseotthe

bookofie’ Andafierubicaionhe PanesAeTekgaph (Novermber



NOTES

16,1830)referredinthebookas purportingtocontainnevrevelations
fromHeavenReprintedinKirkham, NevWitness ,2:32,33.

1B DanelGookn, HsoicaCaledionsofhelndang NenEgand 674),
144-47 QuotedinRichardW.Cogley; JohnEliotandtheOriginsofthe
Americanindans,” EabAmencarLioraire 21 3iner198687)210.

YU SuatlFedd, PretistoyofheAmencas 2ded (NewYorkCambridge
Um/eSlyF’r%,1992)3ASSlmLam1m1aiﬁFedelgo$beﬁd

W,M:WYWWR@&M%)

. SeeRogerG Kennedy, HidaenCities: TheDiscoveryanal ossofAncient
NothAmencanQiizaion (NewYorkFreePress19M)esp225-28 ee
EHuddeston, OmginsoftheAmericanindians. ELropeanConognls1492—

1729 | ainAmericanMonographs11(Austin:Universityof TexasPress,
1967)DanVogel, IndanOnginsanatheBookoiViorrmon (SaliLakeCiy:
SoraiureBooks,1986).

B  JohnLoydSephers, InaderisofTravelnCerntalAmenica Chigpasard

Yucatzn (WashingionSmithsonianinstiutePress,1993).36 Frsipub-

, , :
B TheEengnaheMonigSar LIQurelS)s.
2

monUsageinEaryl DSTheology,” Dalogue  17:3(autumn1984)41.
2 ThomasStuartFerguson/ettertothel DSHrstPresidency, January27,
1955diedh arson, Qest 0.

A HughNibley, NewApproachestoBookofMomonStudy:Partl, Some
StandardTests,” ThelmprovermentEra 56(November1953):831.Citedin
lasn, Qest A1

JohnSorenson, “TheBookofMormonasaMesoamericanRecord,”in
forAncientOngins (Provo,Utah:FoundationforAncientResearchand
MormonStudies[FARMS],1997),489.
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A TmesadSeasons  222(Septemberl5,1841),35January1,1842).315
(QUel 18223180y I518/2nd319ALOUS! 1842),

3 Boapedn TmesadSeasos  35January1,1842)641 FomCharlesB.
Thompson,  EvidencesinProoioitheBookofMommonBeingaDivinelyir-
spaﬂaud (Baa/aNYDDWae,1841)

drewM. Hamnltonofsameplace AndtheygoatitromJosephSmiththe
Prophet"H.DonlPeterson, MoronitheLastoftheNephieProphets,”

inPaulR CheesmanMonteSNymanandCharlesD Tater.eds, Fouth
siumSeries(Provo,Utah:BrighamYoungUniversity, ReligiousStudies
Certier,1983-1995)244-47.

B Joseph'sstatementwasrecordedbyrederickG Wiliamsandpubished
otheGapd (SallakeClyDesereNews 1830). Afer  hehedwiierhis

F.  BenjaminWinchester, TheClaimsoftheBookofiviormonEstablished,”
GogpeRetear 15Madl,1841)106.

3  KalrdemanjnirodudionnSephers, Iaoerts, 6.

3 Sgpes s B

4 AdemanjnodudioninSepherns, noels 4

4. Sgpes b 3B40

2. JosephSmith/ettertoJohnV BemhiselNovernber16,1841 jinJessee,
Pasoral/Mings 2

B “AmeicanAntouiies” TmesadSeasos . 3180uy151842) AsolViarch

4 Sghes habs B8

4. OrsonPratt, DivineAuthenticityoftheBookafiViormon,”(Liverpool,
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OxrPet, AnheesipAaountSaeaReralabb/eos (Ednbugh
BallantyneandHughes, 1840) 4. OiverCondery'saccountwaspublished

nhe MessepgeadAdwocae  21(Ocoberl835)196-97.

ChicagoTimes  ,August7,1875,inLyndonW.Cook,ed., DavidWhiimer
InenviensARestraion/Miness OremUhGrandn 1991),7.

Thedaimappearedin TimesandSeasons  322(September15,1842) Smith
wessiesporshisscioishathigoant

TmesadSeasos 323(Odober] 1842) AchaedogsisnondaiePalenaue

ater A 600andQuinguafiom A D 4780805.SincetheNephiteswere
exterminatedaround AD 3851fmennnsmuldbehekjtom1ngfrom

. . . ’

TmesadSeasas 413May151843 201 iisprogressithendledion
. HHEIE ¢
CiyDeseretBook1990)260.
TmesadSeasos 411(Apil51843/185,
Arentyinhe HisoryotheChurch (datedViay1,1843 hasJosephwit

mepersorwlfwrmmey\/\aefwm "Buttheoriginalsourceofthat
satemenisaduialyheioumalo\ViamClaytonediedandputinthe
firstpersonatthetimeJosephSmith's ‘History washeingcompased.
SeethethoroughtreatmentioyStanleyB.Kimbal,“KinderhookPlates
BroughttoJosephSmithAppeartobeaNineteenth-CenturyHoax,” En
sgn  11.8AugUsi1981)66-74.

(Liverpool1848) Repiiniech OsoPats\oks 13
MiermalSar 28()unel6,1866)370 The' Chiflocaionwesciaimed
byOsonroherPaeyPPraithotin PodamainiohePecoioihe
CoastsarakdaatoiheRadc (pamphiet1860ach KayioheSaeroeof

BookofViormon  (Chicago:HenryEtten,n.d.),572n,582n,606n,589n,
606n539.

SteringM McMunin, BrighamH Roberts:ABiographicalEssay; inB.
HRoberts, StdesoitheBookoMormmon 2nded.ed BrighamDMadsen
(SalLakeCly:SgnaiureBooks 1992)xa.SeeE E Fridsen, ThePsy-
dnbgaaBAApedsoMomonGoyd ie (192repintSall ke
CommeriayonteBodoMoamon ,A0s.edPhipCReynodsSall ake
City:DeseretBook, 1955—61) Thoughalmostalvvayscntedlntandem

mentaryheedmd SeeBruoeVanOrden GeorgeReynoldsamJaan
SiodahlonBookofVlormonGeography,” TheThetean  (Apil982)60-79.
MeadsenjntrodudiontoRoberts, StdesotheBookoMommon 3
BHRaberts, NewWessesoGod ~ Buos. (SallakeCtyDesereNews,
1895-1911)>356-70415-16.
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@ Robats, NewMnesses 3550
&a Md\/lumn“BnghamH Roberts,xvi.

BnghamYoungUnNersnly believed' BookofMomwonardmeologylsa
spediaizedoranchofgeneralarchaedlogywhichsearchesoutanyinfor-
mationwhichthrowsliightupontheBookofiViormon, beitdirect ind-
rectordifiusedight™AHistoryofBookofiViormonArchaeology; in
BookofMormoninstitLite 5December1959(Provo, Utah:BYUEducation
atEdasbrServbeal%g),g.B)mtas;DeeGreerissslm
monarchaeologyexists.'DeeGreen,’ Bookoﬁ\/lorrTmArmaeology'me
MythsandtheAltlemetives,” Dialogue  4(summer1969).77

& AnoveniewoftheexpeditionisfoundinEmestL.WikinsonandW.
CeonSkousen,  BigtamYourgUnversiy ASchooblDestry (ProvoUtah:
BrighamYoungUniversityPress, 1976),151-62 Anotherappraisal much
harsherthantheirs@andCluffs) jsthattheventure'endedinembar-
rassmentoralinvolved [andlafieciediheschoalsacadermicadvance-
mentoverthenextthreedecades.”GaryJamesBergeraandRonald
Pidds  BifamYougUhierslyAHouseofaih (SalLakeClySgrer
1ureBooks,1985),10.Joumalsomseveralexpediionmembersandsev-
BrighamYoungUniversity,Provo,Utah.

& SepherWiiams, FartasticAhasobgy. TheWdSioeoNorthAmenican
Pesoy  (PhiedephaUnverstydPensyhaniaPress 1991)181

&. BvenasoyniclaniterasStephenMiiamscaledTalmage'snvestiga:
forfinstudivecomparedolessigoroussxamineionarnineareanhere
acheedogyendelgonessdiWias, FanasitAdeaabgy 181

@ ThoughJamesE. Talmagewasheadofthecommittee, footnoteswerethe
responshityofJanneM . Siodahlwhohadrecentyworkedouthisonn
Bookofilormongeography.See TalmagelettertoFrstPresidency, May
271920jntheJamesE TaimageJoumals SpecalColecions HarodB.
Leel brary,BrighamYoungUniversity,Provo,Utah.

® WERelamesE Tamage Augusi221921 jRaberts, Stdesoie
Bookoiviormon - 35.

0. BHRabertsioHeberd Granieial December291921 nRoberts, St

esalheBodkaMammn 46.

7. Rias Newdesss 2idi

7. Roberts,BookoiVormonDificulies; n StdesotheBookoiViomon
15

B JamesE.Tamage Joumals January1922 citedinMcMunin, Brigham
HRobets'n StdesotheBodkolVaman, 2

4. Agungiohisulimateconvidionaretheiolonngarides TrumanG.
Madsen, B.H.RobertsandtheBookofMomon,” BYUStudies  194(sum-
mer1979):427-45;and TrumanG.MadsenandJohnW.Welch, DidB.H.
RobertsLoseFaithintheBookofiViormon?'(Provo,Utah:FARMS, 1985).
BrighamD.Madsen, B.H.Roberts"StudiesoftheBookaofViormon,”
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Dbbe  20(6l1969)77-5pnd Refecionsonl DSDkbelertre

ThomasStuartFerguson ettertoRalphE.Henderson, June28,1950,n

Lason,  Quest 16Fathenelooperepisodeseel arson, Quest 5.
AlfredV.KidderandFerguson, PlanforArchaeologicalWorkinanim-
portantZoneinMiddeAmerica, inLarson, Quest 43.

Fergusoncomplainedaboutthereiection( hoexplanationgver YoWeks
Jakeman:‘amiliondollarsforafieldhousebutnatacentiorBookof
Momonarchaeology. L etiertoWelsJakerman,January16,1952nTho-
masSuartFergusonColection 4.13 SpecialColecions HarokdB Lee
Library,BrighamYoungUniversity,Provo,Utah.

W.F Abrightletierto ThomasStuiartFerguson, July21,1952, Thomas
StuartFergusonietierindohnAWidtsoe, July23,1952 BothinThomas
StuartFergusonPapers,1.17,SpecalColecions HarooB Leel brary,
BrighamYoungUniversit, Provo Utah.

StartFergusonPapers6.7,SpedalColedions HarodB Leel rary,
BrighamYoungUniversity,Provo,Utah. Atathertimes, thefoundation
couldbemorecoyaboutBookofMormonconnections,aswhenanNWAF
reportrefersiocertainecdesiasticaldocumentarysources.”J Alden

Mason, ResuméoftheWorkoftheNewWorldArchaeologicalFounda-
tioninChiapas,Mexico,"2,unpublishedtypescript [c. 1959 Thomas
StuartFergusonPapers8.19,SpedalColedionsHarddB Leel irary,

BrighamYoungUniversity,Provo,Utah.
JAdenViason; Forenard” ReseardiChigpasMexico . PaoasotheNew
WorbArchaeologicalFoundiation J108.1-4(Orinda,Calf:-NewWordAr-

) 1950

SeeMason, Resumé.”Michael CoewritesthattheMesoamericanen-
deavomepresenied thelargestandmostambiiousarchaedlogicaloroect
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~

everlndechyaeigous siLonnddngheVaiican) Coe: Mor-

monsandArchaeology-AnOutsideView,"in Dialogue  8(winter1973):
45.In1961,theNWAFbecamedfiiciallyattachedtoBrighamYoungUni-

\ady
JohnL.SorensonandMartinH.Raish, Pre-ColumbianContactwithithe
AmetasAaussheCoeansAnAmoaecBilogaaty 2sPooUsh

ResearchPress,1990),1:151. DavidPeriman, \WhereDidWeComeFom,”
SanAanascoChonide December22,1958 36 repartechimestefening
t0'deariyrecognizableEgyplianhieroglyphs! Otherscholarsfeethe:
dyphsaretodewiorgposiverientiication.

ThomasStuarterguson, OnefFoldandOneShepherd (SanFanasco:Book
dCaione1983),

ThepopularLowellThomasevenagreedtonarratethepropasedfiim.
Seeassartedoomespondenceontheproedsinthe ThomasSiLiartFerguson
Papers 4.7and4.8 SpecialColections HaroldB Leel brary, Brigham
YoungUniversity,Provo,Utah.

FomietterissuedbytheSmithsonianinstitute, 1979.ReprintedinBob

Witie, WHeDoesltSayM’? (Gram?mdsl\/idﬁ :GospelTiuthsnd),

h]etakbndSardaTa”ner, Admbgyadhesamwlanm (SdlLake

FIVE

TmesardSeasos 322(September151842)3922.

(NewYakHamn&Braoe 1965),26. OledbyElderNealA Maxnel,
‘DiscpleshipandSchoarship,” BYUStdes 323(summer192)5Ddin

H.Oaks, TheHistoricityoftheBookofiViormon(Provo,Utah:Deseret
BookandFoundationforAncientResearchandMormonStudies[FARMS],
1o03p

Oralinterview,quotedinJohnW.Welch,"HughNibleyandtheBookof
Momon,” Ensgn  154(Api1985)50.

HughWNiey, LehinheDesart i TheColecedWarksoHughNibey,
15vois,(Provo,Utah:DeseretBookandFARMS, 1986-) 54.

HughW.Nibley, TeachingsoftheBookofMomon™—Semesterl: Tran-
saiipisoff29]LecturesPresentedtoanHonorsBookofViormonClassat
BrighamYoungUniversity,1988—1990. Introductionand 1Nephil—
Mosiah5(Provo,Utah:FARMS, 1993).

Nk,  Leitdesat A

Ndey,  LeiteDesat 14

HughNbley, SinceCumorah  2nded.jn ColeceaWWorksofHughNibley
7169 EdwardAshmenthasariiczedNibley'sciscussionafinehiston-
calParankih'and Herhor'asemoneousinightofrecentschaiarship.
BueaepfauidbingabouNbleydrandieraionofhenialHes
his"ARecordinthelLanguageofiyFather”: EvidenceofAncentEgyp-
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uanandHebraNlnmeBookorMormon mBrentMetcalfe ed., New

Tvedtnes,JohnGee,andMatthewRoper, ‘BookofMormonNamesAt-
testednAncentHebrewinsaiptions,” JouratiBookoVonmonStudies
9100046

Ny,  LeiteDesat 0,

WE.JenningsBramley, TheBedouinoftheSinaiticPeninsula,” Pakes-
i BpharAnQuakl (1908 257Ny, LehinheDesat ,
I3

Nbey, LehitheDesat ,7AOSKenBronnponisouthatheOldSouth
Arabmeanlngol‘NHM’s‘thlppedrnasonry Iusposable hesug-

RossT.Christensen; ThePlaceCaledNahom,” Ensgn  88August1978):
73;S.KentBrown, ThePlace ThatWasCaledNahom':NewLightFrom

AncentYemen”  JoumabBookoMomonSiudes 81(1999)66-68.

Nbey,  LehntheDesat 85-90Hissourcesiorthisdiscussionindude

lgredGadz ey, AbterdirgpmuaahidhePhibbge (Leden18%6)153-
71.GusavRichier, ZuEnisiehungsgeschichiederaliarabischenQasie”

ZaschibeDa iohPabsine\feais 1938)567-53hrQuiayke, h
tod cirauiecpoesasteoaes (PaislAssocsiorGulaume

amplerreferencesiaeherearenhidatenork, ShceQumoah - 56-517,

l\bsy STmOJmtm 245242247I\liaﬁlstmmntrm"(8en

BookofMormonparallelsisin“AssemblyandAtonement’inJohnW.
WielchandStephenD.Ricks,eds., KingBenjamin'sSpeech: ThatYeMay
LeamWisdom  (Provo,Utah:FARMS,1998),119-45.

Noey,  Apoach 255-56.

JohnATvedines, KingBenjaminandtheFeastofTabemades, indohn

M LundopistandStephenD.Rids eds, ByStdyandAsobyFaith Es-
saysinHonorofHughNibley, 2vols.(SaltLakeCity:DeseretBookand
FARMS,1990),2:197-237.
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2D TemenceL.SzinkandJohnW.Welch, KingBenjamin'sSpeechinthe
Conexoidndenisacieesivals iehendRds, KigBaramins
Speach 20

21 StephenD.Ricks, Kingship,Coronation,andCovenantinMosiah1-6

rWechandRdks, KigBerfaminsSpeech 233265,

Ny,  Leitdesat A

ThefrstiveoihesehavecontroutedioNibley'sFesischit, BSLdy
names,aswellasthenowlegendaryMacRaeremark,in‘MormonApolo-

getic, ScholarshipandEvangelicalNeglectL osingtheBattieandNot

Knoningtt?’ TibJdoural (1998)1834.

2. Inoderolustraiethecalberofrainingbehindcurent_ DSworkin
andentsariptureandBookofiViomonapologetics, MosserandOwencite
thefoloning SiephenE RobinsonPhDinBhicalStudes(undet WD,
DaviesandJamesCharlesworth), Duke;S. KentBrown,Ph.D.workingon
theNagHammeaditexts,BrownWitiredGriggs,Ph.D.inAncientHistory
(EgypianChrisianiy) BerkeleyKentP JadsonPhDirNearEasem
Studies(workingunderDavidNoelFreedmanandFrankMooreCrosson
theAmmonitelanguage), Michigan;StephenD.Ricks,Ph.DinNearEast-
emReligions(underJacobMiigrom),BerkeleyandGraduate Theological
UnionJohnGeePhDinEgypiology,Yale DaniePetersonPh DinNear
EastemLanguagesandCultures, UCLA; DonaldW.Pany,Ph.D.inHe-
brew,UniversityofJerusalemandUniversityofUtah;AbrahamGilead,
Ph.D.inHebrew(withR.K.Harrisondirecting), BYU. TheonlyFARMS
employeeswhohavewrittenscholarlymaterialontheBookofMormon
areJohnGee DanielPeterson MatthewRoper,andJohnTvedtnes.

5. KentApplebeny, FoundationCoordinatesBookofiViormonScholarship,”
SaetEasPess  neB19.

B Johnkhh, — Sacedigaire (London T.CadelandWW Davies, 1820)57.
Jebbwaskuﬂdmguponhewoﬂ(ofRobertLovm vmlhwhom ‘themod-

BN

1753).NiswWihelmLund, ChiasmusintheNewTestament (ChapelHil:
UniverstyoNarthCaroinaPress;1942)36.J A Bengelubished Go

December1984,12;Bel; TakingtheStand, 63.

2. JohnSorenson, AnAncentAmericanSetinglortheBookofViommon (Sat
LakeCityandProvo,Utah:DeseretBookandFARMS, 1996),31-32,342.
Frsipubishednl 985, ImegesoAnaerimenca\VisLaiagBookoMor-

moiée  (PovoUshResead Press1998)2inheatiehookSoenson
makesclearthathisexamplesoftencomefrompre-andpost-Nephite
L ) o
G 'bi o Y . ook )
CulLreardSocely (SatLakeCityNewSageBooks,1997).
3 MarkThomas,"“Scholarshipandthe Futureofthe BookofMormon,”
Sunsione 53May-Junel980)26.



NOTES 277

A JameMSodeh, AnhroccionioteSLcyotheBockoormon Sat
LakeCily:DeseretNewsPress 1927)28WilamE Beret, MionR.
Huniergid, AGLickotheSLOyotheBockoMormon (SalLakeCly:

: i o .
1938),48. ThelimitedgeographymodelcenteredinMesoamericawas
originallyputforthbyaReorganizedChurchofJesusChristofl_atter

DaySaitsesearcher ousE Hinwabooks GeogaphyolViexooand
Caﬂdé\rreiafmmtzcma _ (Irdepa*derm]\/bn p.,1917)

Amerca (Indeperxjerml\/bnp 1919)Ils/\esx\ﬂdymaimdd_at
ter-daySaintsbyJesseAandJesseN Washbumbeginninginthe1930s.
2 ForanovenviewofBookofiViormongeographicalmodels, togetherwith

statementsonthesubiedtyl DSleaders,seeJohnlSorenson, TheGeog
raohyoiBookoMommonEverts:ASourceBook (ProvoUshFARMS1992).

R JohnL.Sorenson, DiggingintotheBookafiViormon:OurChangingUn-
dersiandingofAncentAmericaanditsSaripture,” Ensgn  149and14.10
(SeptemberandOcinioer,1984).26-37,12-23 Sorenson, AncertAmerican
Sy .

31 Inanatherartide, SorensonpointsoutthattheBookafViormoncontains
See“TheBookof MormonasaMesoamericanRecord,”inNoel B.
Reynodsed, BookofViormonAuthorshipRevisied: TheEidencelorArr
cenOgis (ProvoUshFARMS 1997) 302 Invecognizingandatienok
ingtoconrelatethe prodigiousnumberofreferenceswithactual
Mesoamericangeography, hefaroutstripshispredecessorsincomplex-
ityofargument. Richard~ Hauckpublishedabookthatbuituponbut
GeogaphyotheBookoMomon (Sall_akeCiyDeseret1988) inasnot
aswelreceivedaritically.SeethereviewsbyJohnClarkandWiliam
Hambinn  FARMSRevienofBooksortheBookofMonmon 1(1989)20-77.

JohnLSorenson, Mormon'sMap  (Provo,Utah:FARMS,2000),78.
BrighamD.Madsen, ReflectionsonL DSDisbeliefintheBookofior-
monesHsoy’ Dabge 3)3(7511997)87—97

8 @

%
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%
§

pansoflflegreata)rmenBOfAmemcomemporarmisMMﬂﬁﬁme
peoplesspokenofbytheBookofiViormon,thoughcandorcompelsmeto
ontoadmititmaybetruethat theBookoflormonpeopleswerere-
nents,thanhavegenerallybeenallowed "L ettertoWiliamE.Riter,
February6,1922jnBHRoberts, StdesotheBookoiviormon 2nded,
ed BrighamD Madsen(Saltl_akeCity:SignatLireBooks,1992) 49-50.

3. JohnLSorenson, WhenLehisPartyAmvedinthel and Did TheyFind
OthersThere?n NephieQutLre 65-104.

D Soenson,  AndaiAmeranSdig 464731
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4. HughNibleyisheretranslatingfromW.Krickeberg's Almexikanische

Kutren  (Berin'SafariVerlag,1966)566.1nNbey; TheBookoVior-
monandtheRuins: TheMainlssues, (Provo,Utah:FARMS,1993).
Vol ﬂelQ%updatedversonbyJohnSorensomsenuﬂed ANeWEvaIua—

mon,”(Provo,Utah:FARMS, 1995).
& JuanComas, CuademosAmericanos  152(May-Junel967):117-25and
1974),35-42,52ff, EamestHootonisquotedtothisefiectinHarold
Gladwin, MenOutofAsa  (NewYorkMcGraw-Hil,1947),63-65;Joseph
B Birdsel; TheproblemoaftheearypeopingofAmericaasviewediiom
Asa W.SLaughined, PapersorthePhyscalAnitropologyofthe
Americanindian  (NewYork:VikingFund,1951),14;alsoAndrzej
Wergnsd ierandnigpopuisioneRecelDiieeriaioroTeoo,

CemodelasMesas, Teatihuacan, MonteAlbanandYucaianMaya,” Actas,

DoamenogMermorasiea36aCongressoliemanornableAmercansas,
Lima1970 1:1.231-48InSorenson, NewEvaluation,6-7.

4, QuoedmeteraisiomE.JamesDion, QuestrtreOrgisolherist
Amenicans (AhmameUrwersulyoﬂ\laWb@oFﬁ%lg&)m—SZ

ed, TheNewMordFguineProect (Provo,UiahResearchPress,1991),
1:111-22;0ttoJ. Sadovszky, TheNewGeneticRelationshipandthe
PaleolinguisticsoftheCentralCalifomialndianCeremonialHouses,

“ TerthLACUSForum,QuebecCity, 1983 (Columbia, S C..LinguisticAs-
sodationoiCanadsandtheUnitedSiaies; 1984)516-30.

4, JohnL.SorensonandMartinH.Raish, Pre-ColumbianContactwiththe
AmaiasAaussheCoeasAnAToaEdBhigany 2os(PooUah
ReseadPress1990)1x

(1929):27< KBAlfredM Tozzered LandasRelauondelasComsde

B‘rﬂ:gMFaBs HMl)mﬁWMBada;aﬁTed&sh
andas (AusinUnverstyolTexesPress1971)10:312inSorenson,
“‘NewEvaluation,”14-15.

8 RoetlFobes, MeakgyhAniouly ANoebookorvrchasobgsisand
Tedhoogss  (LeidenEJ Bl 1950)402 inSorenson, NewEvalua:
17

D Fobes, Mealgy A402Soensondesseverapapersthaidocumenthe
dsooveryoionartiadsandmineralsthroughoutiMiesoametica Themen-
forcfhrass honvened niRomerimesisssonoedear-aLbrech
ronemiKinglamesEngish hiass eferedoaliommsoioopaaloys,
SeefronOreOccurrencesnOman,” Insghts ~ (Miay2000)7.

5 DavidH.Keley, Proto-TifinaghandProto-OghamintheAmericas,”
ReviewofArchaeology (5ping1990):1-9WiliamR McGioneetal,,
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SiesResead Sooety1993).

Sorenson, NewEvaluation,"i(1998addendum).

DonaldW.Pany, JeanetteW.Miler;andSandraA. Thome, ACompreherr
159

JohnA. Tvedtnes, "Hebraismsinthe BookofMormon: APreliminary

Sunvey”  BYUStdes  11.1(auumn1970)50.Amorerecentsiuidyishis
“HebrewBackgroundoftheBookofMormon, inJohnL.Sorensonand
MeMinJThomeeds, RediscoveringtheBookoiViommon (Sall_akeCly:
DeseretBookandFARMS, 1991).SeealsoSidneyB.Sperty, OurBookof

Mormor(Sall_akeCilyBookaraft 1950) chapter3.
JohnTvednes, TheMostCormectBook (Sall_akeCity:-ComerstonePub-

Ishing,1999) 80 Farfurtherdiscussionafihephenomenonwihiolol-

ography,seealsoJohnA. TvedinesandStephenD.Ricks, Jewishand

MomonStdes  52(61996)156-63.
JohnGee, LaTrahisondesClercs:OntheLanguageand Translationof

theBookaofMormon, reviewof NewApproachestotheBookofVonmon ,

B E88 &

8 a

Anthon'sdescriptionofwhatHanisshowedhimandwasavthenticated
bymlmtng@@ensodybbere\,ealedasabrgaydwlaﬂdﬂm

dabsASth CQumaahRevisied or, TheBookoVormorandtheClaims
atheMormonsRe-examinediomihe\ViewponiofAmencanArchacobgyand

Bhoogy  (CnomnaiiSandad 1910538

RichardUoydAnderson,reviewof\WalterR Martin's MeazeofMonmorn-
&M, BYUSudes 61(autumnlosd)ss.

Nbey, ShoeeQumoah  149-50.
WiliamJ.Hamblin,'ReformedEgyptian,"(Provo,Utah:FARMS, 1995).
JohnWelch’'spublishedworkonchiasmusbeganwithhisarticleon
“ChiasmusintheBookofiViormon,” BYUStudies  10.1(autumn1969).69—
84 Morerecentyheedited ChasmuanAniquily (1981 repintProvo,
Utah:ResearchPress,1999)whichaddresseschiasmusintheBookof
MomonandinarangecfanciertiteratLires.

MakTwan,  Rowhiglt  2vols(Hartford Conn:AmericanPublishing,
189112

1WoodbridgeRiey, TheFounderoMomonism:APsychologicalStidyof
JosephSmihJr. (NewYorkDodd Meade, 1903),118.

EdDedker,  Dedker'sCompeeteHarnabookonMomonism (EugereOre.Har-
vestHouse,1995), 11213,

Tvedines,"HebraismsintheBookofivlormon,”50.

Althoughnopublishedrecardexts JohnTvedinesrepartsthatoneaihis
professorsandpastpresidentoftheHebrewlLanguageAcademy,Haim
Rabin,‘accasionallyusedtiheBookofViomontollustrateprinaplesof
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respondence,November3,2000.

&. RoyalSkousen,"HowJosephSmithTranslatedtheBookofiViormon:Evi-
dencefromtheOriginalManuscript,"inReynolds, BookofVlormonAu-
thorshipRevisited ,88-89 Insubsequenteditions theconstructionin
Helamanwasmodifiedtomakeitgrammatical(Hel. 12:13-21).

@B SeeEdwardH.Ashment,“ARecordintheL.anguageofVyFather:Evi-
denceofAncientEgyptianandHebrewinthe BookofMormon,”in
Metcalfe,  NewApproaches ,361-63,385.Ashmentconfusespronounswith
nounsinthefirstcaseandsimplymisunderstandsthegrammaticalis-
sueselevaniothesecond assreadlyseennhisexamples.

@ AbnerCoe, GodBbleNo5," PalmyraRefecior 28February183Lin
DanVogeled, EaryMommonDocuments  3vois.(SalilakeCity:Signa-
Us1986-52247.

0. SydheyEAhistom, ARelgiousHisoryoftheAmericanPegpe 20,

(GardenCityN.JImageBooks,1975),1:608 PhiipLBariow, Momons

adheBbeThePaceothel atier-daySanishAmencanRelgion New

YorkOxfordUniverstyPress 1991).27-28.

Riey, FoudeoMomonsm 112

‘Bookolisaiah, L OossancEALMNgsioneeds, OxodDido-

rayotheChisanChuch (OxdordOxordUniversiyPress;1997)850.

7B JorRussH, TheVomonessor, TheTrialsolVianMavendk (Aol
CouierSeamPress 1853)38.

A RoyalSkwsendouUsbsemv\ouldhaveevenl«mwmamahcssgm

N A

Bookafiviormon, inDonaldW.ParryandJohnW.\Welch,eds., Isaiahin
theBookofMormon ~ (Provo,Utah:FARMS, 1995),381.However,Joseph
andfellowMormonsapparentyknewtheysignifiedsomethingsuspi-
dousoroonuptasmnessachurchediiorialdaimingthat theoldand
newesamensareiednihenrorsobsouniiesialcsandooniracic-

2130ure1833106.

/. StanLarson, TheHistoricityoftheMattheanSemnonontheMount, in
Mecale, NenApoadies 130Hsessaygppearedeatien Tmibydour
el 7singloB6)23-45,

B JohnATvedines, ThelsaiahVariantsintheBookofiViormon, (Provo,
UshFARMS,1981),128.
7. RoyalSkousencreditsastuident, AndrewSteward withdiscoveringthe

Coverdaleexoepion. TextualVarianis, 377.
B JohnWelch,reviewof NewApproachestotheBookofViormon ,ed.Brent
Metcaliein FARMSReviewoBooksortheBookoMonmon 61(1994)152

‘B Thedestructionsoccurredinthe'thityandfourthyear,inthefirst
month, hisappearance'intheendingotthethiryandfourthyear'(3

NephB51018)
& KisterStendahl, TheSermonontheMountand ThirdNephiinTruman
GMedsenged, ReleaorsonViormonsmloaeo ChisrPaakes (Powo,

UtahBrighamYoungUniversity,1978),152.
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Stendahl,“SermonontheMount,"143.

Larson, Historicity; 11 7.Larsonoriginallyproposed1 2suchproblem
areashutrevisechisargumeniinresponseindohnvWelchisoriicsm.See:

JonW\Welch, TheSemorattheTermpeardheSemononteMournt (Prowo,
UtahFARMS,1990),chapter8.

B R

cismwhosefoundationwasestablishedbythe GermanscholarJohann
JakohGrieshachinthelateeighteenthoentury RoyalSkousenyeviewof
NewApproachestotheBookofViormon .ed BrentMetcalfe,in FARMSRe-
venoBooksortheBodkoMommon 61(1994)122

81 JohnW.Welch, The Sermonatthe TempleandtheGreekNewTesta-
menManusaipis'n kminatingheSermorattheTempeandheSenmon
ontheMount (Prwo Ulah FARMS, 1999) 202.

:
i
¥

Sariahandthewidowofishmael,Laman,Lemuel, Sam,Nephi,andZoram
whoaremaniedtothefivedaughtersofishmael,wosonsofishmael
asnebs'ssesoNeph

& MarinThomasLamb, TheGolenBibeiortheBookof\Viommon Isitfiom
God?(NewYork: Wardand Drummond, 1887).

9D JohnC.Kunich,“Multiply Exceedingly: BookofMormonPopulation
Szes nVietale, NevAmpoaches, 250,

9. JohnA.Tvedines,reviewofKunich, MultiplyExceedinglyin FARMS
RevienoiBooksortheBookoViomon 61(1994)26.

@ KunichMuliplyExceedingly, 250 Heisiakingthe600,000igureiom
JohnSorenson.

R JamesE.Smith,"NephisDescendants?HistoricalDemographyandthe
BookafiViormon,reviewofKunich, “MuliplyExceedingly,in FARMS
RevienoBooksontheBookolViormon 61(1994)231-67 Tvednesyevew
afkunich MuliiplyExceedingly; 8-50.Seealsothelengthydefenseof
BookofMormonpopulationfiguresinJamesE. Smith, “HowMany
Nephites? TheBookofiMlormonattheBarofDemography, inReynolds,
BodkoiVormonAuthorshpRevisied 255-AOntheannexationssuesee
JohnL.Sorenson, WhenLehisPartyAnivedinthelLand,Did TheyHnd
OthersThere?n NephieCulLreandSodely (SattLakeCityNewSage
Books1997)65-104.
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9 A summaryofparicularydramaticresitsfromal 997Calfomiastuidy
isgiveninRichardN.OstingandJoanK Ostiing, MomonAmerica  (New
YorkHarperColins1999)176 GeorgeK Javisdiesatherstudiesoon-
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