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Chapter 1 

Gender archaeology

Beyond the manifesto 
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Feminism and gender archaeology: making waves 
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(Conkey and Spector 1984)

Figure 1.1. �Flint chipping in Upper Palaolithic times�. Despite the gender stereo-
typing of many contemporary reconstructions of prehistoric life (see 
Moser 1993), the eminent prehistorian Abbé Breuil published a series 
of vivid colour drawings showing both men and women engaged in 
hunting and stone tool production, in addition to a more representa-
tive picture of age ranges, including the older woman shown here 
making a spear. His illustrations anticipated the feminist critique by 
four decades, and were inspired by a sojourn in South Africa during 
the Second World War. They were dedicated to �the children, to the 
adolescents� (Breuil 1949: 16). 

Source: Breuil 1949: scene 10, 54. Copyright retained by Gawthorn Press. 
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Culture versus nature: is gender made, born                                                                    
or lived? 
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Gender and archaeology: an illustrated history 
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Chapter 2 

Strange bedfellows 

Feminism and archaeology 

The feminist critique of science: all about                                                                     
Eve



18    Strange bedfellows: feminism and archaeology



Strange bedfellows: feminism and archaeology    19



20    Strange bedfellows: feminism and archaeology



Strange bedfellows: feminism and archaeology    21



22    Strange bedfellows: feminism and archaeology

The gendering of archaeological knowledge:                                               
keeping the house in order 
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Figure 2.1 The image of the Goddess? Marija Gimbutas interpreted the symbol-
ism of Neolithic Europe as �the pictorial script for the religion of the Old 
European Great Goddess� (1989: xv). She considered even abstract 
images to represent the Goddess, such as the egg, seen as the sym-
bol of birth, rebirth and regeneration, depicted on a bowl from Kara-
novo, Bulgaria (4500�4300 BC). 

Source: Drawing by Steve Allen, after Gimbutas 1989: fig. 338, 218. 
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Feminist epistemologies: a different way of doing 



Strange bedfellows: feminism and archaeology    27



28    Strange bedfellows: feminism and archaeology



Strange bedfellows: feminism and archaeology    29



30    Strange bedfellows: feminism and archaeology



Chapter 3 

Gendered hierarchies? 

Labour, �prestige� and production 
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�Female is to male�: universals, binaries and                                                                  
the anthropology of gender 
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Gendering the machine: the archaeology of                                                     
labour, production and technology 
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Food, cloth and pots: spectres at the feast 
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Figure 3.1 The distribution of charred plant remains in pre-Hispanic Sausa 
compounds at Tunánmarca (1300�1460 AD) and Marca (1460�1532 
AD). The earlier compound (above) shows a greater plant diversity and 
density within structures, with maize concentrated in patios. The later 
compound (below) shows lower plant diversity and density, an increase in 
maize, and processing near a hearth in the patio. 

Source: Drawing by Steve Allen, after Hastorf 1991: figs 5.1, 5.3. 
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Figure 3.2 Reconstructions of male and female figures from stelae possibly from 

Calakmul, Campeche, Mexico. 

Source: Drawing by Susan A. M. Shumaker. Reproduced by kind permission of Rosemary 
Joyce. 
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Toppling hierarchies: deconstructing universals 
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Chapter 4 

Experiencing gender
Identity, sexuality and the body 

Unstable categories 
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Multiple genders: life on the edge 
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Masculinity: the making of a warrior 
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Figure 4.1 Anglo-Saxon weapon burials (c. 400�600 AD). Left: grave 56 from
Dover-Buckland, Kent, showing sword (1), seax (2), spear (3�4) and
shield (5). Right: grave 33 from Andover, Hampshire, showing spear (1)
and shield (2�7) 

Source: From Evison 1987: fig. 72; and Cook and Dacre 1985: fig. 35. 
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Figure 4.2 Reconstruction drawing of an Iron Age pin from Hasanlu Tepe, Iran, 
length 83mm (HAS 64-193) 

Source: Drawing by D. L. Hoffman. Reproduced from Marcus 1996: fig. 17b. 

Written on the body 
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Figure 4.3 An example of Swedish rock art from Torsbo, Kville, showing human 
figures with phalluses, exaggerated calf muscles and exaggerated 
hands 

Source: Drawing by Steve Allen, after Fredsjo 1981: 241. 
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Figure 4.4 Red polished ware double-headed plank figurine from Dhenia, Cyprus 
(height 300mm) showing individual facemarks and jewellery 

Source: Reproduced by kind permission of Lynn Meskell 

Beauty and the beast 
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Chapter 5 

Performing the past

Gendered time, space, and the
lifecycle 

Time: the gender clock 
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Gendered cosmologies: marking time and space 
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Figure 5.1 The parish church of Gedney, Lincolnshire, looking from west to east.
This fully developed church dates predominantly to the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries. It consists of a structurally distinct chancel and nave, and aisles (with their
own altars) to the north and south of the nave, divided from the nave by large arcades
that would have been screened. The screen below the chancel arch is a nineteenth-
century reconstruction of the medieval arrangement. 
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Figure 5.2 Reconstruction of a screen typical of those that would have marked the 
division between the nave and chancel of a medieval parish church. 
The screen was topped by a loft, which supported a three-dimensional 
�rood� or Crucifixion, flanked by the figures of the Virgin Mary to the left 
(north) and St John the Evangelist to the right (south). It distinguished 
the spaces of the priest and parishioners, together with the dichoto-
mies of sacred and secular, heaven and earth, future and present. It 
also served as a boundary which impeded direct vision to the high 
altar. 

Source: Drawing by Steve Allen 
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Figure 5.3 Plan of a later medieval parish church, illustrating the conjunction of the 
passage of a Christian life with physical movement from west to east 
through the spaces of the church 

Source: Drawing by Steve Allen 
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Syncopated lives 
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Gender�s metronome: archaeology and the                                               
lifecourse 
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Figure 5.4 Toys from medieval England in the form of miniature lead and tin jugs, 
scale 1:1. 

Source: Drawings by Nick Griffiths and Tracy Smith in Egan 1997. Reproduced by kind 
permission of Geoff Egan. 
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Lifecycle rites: footprints in the sands of                                                                         
time 
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Figure 5.5 A so-called �venus� or �goddess� figurine of the Upper Palaeolithic: the 
Venus of Willendorf (Austria) 

Source: Drawing by Steve Allen 
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Gendered metaphors: space and the                                                                  
household 



Performing the past    101



102    Performing the past





104    Performing the past



Performing the past    105

Growing old: gender at the close of day 
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Chapter 6 

The contested garden

Gender, space and metaphor in                                            
the medieval English castle 
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Sexual spaces: female seclusion and the                                                       
domestic domain 
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The medieval body politic 
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The medieval English castle and its                                                                    
household 
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Carisbrooke Castle, Isle of Wight. The enclosure castle consisted of a
large space contained by curtain walls, within and against which halls and
ancillary buildings could be constructed. To the left of the picture are
ruined buildings against the curtain wall; in the background is the earlier
shell keep (c. 1136) perched on a motte; in the middle ground is the
residential block built by Isabella de Fortibus (c. 1262�93), with later
additions at both ends of the block. 
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A man�s world: spatial models of the                                                                       
medieval castle 
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The female household: a room of their own 
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Nature meets culture: �a garden enclosed is                                                                
my sister� 
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Figure 6.2 Medieval illumination showing a female servant being instructed by a 
lady in the planting of a herb garden 

Source: Die Lof der Vrouwen, translation of Christine de Pisan�s Cité des Dames, Dutch, 
1475. British LibraryAdditional MS 20698 (f. 17 recto). 
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Case studies: �a history of the queen�s works� 
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Figure 6.3 Portchester Castle, Hampshire (see discussion on pp. 130�1). A Norman
keep (centre) was built on the site of the former Roman town in the early
twelfth century. Subsequently a series of buildings was constructed in the
inner bailey to the south and east of the keep. The ruined palace to the
south (left) of the keep, dated 1396�9, was preceded by a similar
arrangement of three ranges of accommodation facing onto a private
garden (mid-fourteenth century).
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Figure 6.4 Plan of the excavations in the inner bailey at Portchester Castle, 
Hampshire, Period 4 (1320�50) 

Source: Drawing by Steve Allen, after Cunliffe and Munby 1985: figs 7, 57. 

Portchester Castle (Hampshire)
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Clarendon Palace, Wiltshire
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Figure 6.5 Composite plan of Clarendon Palace, Wiltshire, based on excavated 
and surveyed structures 

Source: Drawing by Steve Allen, after James and Robinson 1988: figs 5, 12. 

Castle Rising (Norfolk)
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Figure 6.6 Castle Rising, Norfolk. Structures attributed to Queen Isabella (c. 1330)
have been excavated to the south of the Norman keep (c. 1138). 

Chepstow Castle (Gwent)

century, accommodation was added
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Figure 6.7 Plan of excavated structures south of the keep at Castle Rising, associ-
ated with the occupancy of Queen Isabella 

Source: Drawing by Stephen Ashley, from Morley and Gurney 1997: fig. 46. Reproduced by kind 

permission of East Anglian Archaeology. 
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Pickering Castle (North Yorkshire) and Carisbrooke                             
Castle (Isle of Wight, Hampshire)

important that these gardens or courtyards
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Pickering Castle, NorthYorkshire.The ruined hall associated with
Countess Alice (1314) (left) was built adjacent to the chapel (which has
been restored) and shared direct access with it. 
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Figure 6.10 Plan of earthworks and ruined buildings at Pickering Castle, showing 
the central motte and shell keep (early twelfth century) and halls built 
subsequently in the inner ward 

Source: Drawing by Steve Allen, after Thompson 1985. 

Body metaphors: �the secret places of                                                                        
women� 
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(4: 16)
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Figure 6.11 The Luttrell Psalter, dated to the early fourteenth century, showing a 
travelling carriage for royal women. 

Source: British Library Additional MS 42130 (f. 181). 

Conclusion: the contested garden 
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