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Preface

RECEN T REFERENCE BOOKS in Religion: A Guide addresses anyone
who may have browsed reference shelves yet hesitated to consult more than one
or two items. The Guide alerts readers to what they can expect in more than three
hundred recent reference books concerning the world’s religions in general and
each of the major traditions and methodologies in particular. A principal aim is
to help researchers and students discern which tools they need and why. Where
other bibliographic guides laconically describe, this one scrutinizes. By pro-
pounding a typology, and indeed by venturing a phenomenology of reference
books, the Guide advances understanding of their function in postmodern
discourse. In so doing it aims to entertain as well as to enlighten.

The Challenge of Oversupply

We live in a golden age of reference books. The Guide evaluates more than sixty
single-volume works on religion (more than thirty on Christianity) published
between 1990 and 1995. Not a few of these rank among the finest ever published
in their field, and certain of them pioneer not just new approaches but new fields.
In no other six-year period have so many reference works appeared concerning
religion, not to mention philosophy or mythology. About a quarter of the Guide
examines works of the 1990s. Besides calling attention to recent publications, the
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Guide canvasses major works published since 1970, emphasizing English-lan-
guage works but heeding significant ones in French and German as well. About
a fifth of the entries assess foreign-langnage works, and these tend to be
magisterial ones with multilingual bibliographies that benefit everyone.

Few indeed will be scholars who have consulted every work featured in this
volume that pertains to their field. Overabundance precludes gaining an overview
even in one’s own field, much less throughout the range of disciplines that
comprise religious studies. Amid oversupply, the Guide facilitates informed
choice. It helps a scholar to decide which works to consult. It helps a librarian to
select books for purchase. It helps a student to initiate research.

A Remedy for Overabundance: A Phenomenology of Types

Exposure to hundreds of reference books, ranging from one-hundred-page
glossaries to twenty-thousand-page mega-encyclopedias, reveals how many ap-
proaches lurk behind labels like “dictionary,” “lexicon” or “encyclopedia.” Some
reference books supply data, while others advance ideas. Some deliver lore, while
others venture novelty; a few try to do it all. Some cultivate brevity, others
all-inclusiveness. Many are written by one author, others by several hundred.
Some address a national or confessional audience, others address a world or
ecumenical audience. Most abound in bibliography, while a few eschew it.

In order to map this profusion, the Guide articulates the goals (and corre-
sponding limitations) to which reference works may aspire. One reason that too
few readers treasure reference books is a lack of understanding about what they
accomplish. As introduction one argues, few users have pondered what a refer-
ence book can and cannot achieve. To fill this gap the glossary classifies twenty-
two types and functions of reference books. This schema compares types with
one another and formulates insights about them. Each of 318 numbered entries
in the directory of reference books evokes these types and functions. By recon-
figuring conventional categories, the typology generates what may be called a
phenomenology of reference works and their uses. Such an endeavor is intended
to raise consciousness in readers, authors and editors alike. The postmodern
revolution in reference works cries out for attention.

Scope of the Field of Religious Studies

This Guide construes religious studies as broadly as possible. Five variables define
the parameters. First, the Guide tackles clusters of disciplines that commonly serve
to study the world’s religions, namely history of religion, scriptural studies,
philosophy of religion, and social sciences. Second, religious studies is taken to
encompass the history and present status of major traditions, including Christi-
anity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism and other South Asian religions,
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Chinese religion and Japanese religion. Third, within each tradition religious
studies examines the seven “dimensions” that Ninian Smart has isolated: myth,
doctrine, ritual, ethics, institutions, spirituality (experience) and art. Reference
works in religious studies may focus on one, several or all of these dimensions.
Fourth, half of the entries in the Guide concern Christianity. Within Christianity
the Guide differentiates among reference works that address (1) Catholic, Prot-
estant and Eastern traditions, (2) fields like ecumenism, biblical studies, theology,
spirituality and liturgy, and (3) principal periods (early church, medieval church,
modern church, American church). Since 1980 each of these twelve subfields of
Christian studies (including the Eastern tradition) has spawned at least three or
four major reference works. Biblical studies has unleashed no fewer than a dozen.
Fifth, works on myth, philosophy and the social sciences of religion have
proliferated since 1980, and many are analyzed here.

Criteria of Evaluation

In assessing reference books, I have invoked my experience living with them.
Most entries deploy five subheads: “Scope,” “Strengths,” “Weaknesses,” “Com-
petitors” and “Summary.” The goal is to delineate coverage, highlight outstand-
ing articles and contributors, specify omissions and situate a work in relation to
rivals. Within a field entries are arranged in chronological order of publication so
as to disclose development. From a given entry a reader can discern how a work
will or will not aid research, expand information or stimulate ideas. On lesser (or
less available) works, particularly those in French or German, the first four
subheads get telescoped into a single critique that is followed by a summary. Many
works excel at fostering what may be called self-teaching. The directory calls
attention to this potential wherever it flowers, and introduction two explores its
varieties.

Personal judgments inevitably figure into assessing works that are so varied. I
have a professional interest in history (particularly history of thought), crosscul-
tural comparisons and conceptual breakthroughs, and this interest shines
through. Preferring as I do nonconfessional approaches, I identify confessional
utterance wherever it obtrudes. I endeavor to be fair, and I find something to
praise in nearly every work. Not a few elicit extravagant praise, and certain ones
get chided.

At the same time, the Guide formulates ways of conceptualizing religious
studies. Trends in how fields subdivide and debates unfold get highlighted,
particularly in the overview at the head of each section of the directory. Individual
entries specify assumptions, schemata and methodologies on hundreds of topics.
Designed to be read at one sitting or consulted at random, the book advises
readers how to tackle myriad questions large and small. Five indexes facilitate
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recourse to (1) book titles, (2) editors and authors, (3) topics, (4) persons and
(5) places. The index of subjects directs readers to reference books on countless
topics. The Guide elucidates not just reference books but also the scholarly issues
that generate them. It is a guide to scholarly debates, particularly about Christi-
anity, as well as to reference works that map them.
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Introduction 1

The Postmodern
Revolution
in Reference

Books

[ [ E LIVE IN A GOLDEN age of reference books, and yet many scholars

disdain them. Never before have so many first-rate reference books appeared as
in the last five to ten years, and yet few readers take pride in this achievement.
Reference works proliferate, yet no scholar boasts of having digested the best of
them. Like icebergs, reference books float nine-tenths submerged, glanced at but
largely unused.

To be sure, most researchers own perhaps half a dozen favorite one-volume
works, but few endeavor to keep up with new ones, and hardly any journal
evaluates which of each year’s crop are the best. Never have reference books been
so numerous, so comprehensive or so inventive as during the past ten years, and
yet few critics have saluted this accomplishment. Nor has anyone investigated its
causes or appraised its results. Reference works remain unsung masterpieces of
postmodernism.

Toward a Phenomenology of Reference Books and Their Uses

Clearly, postmodernism has pluralized discourse. Older methods, fields, para-
digms and taboos have lost their monopoly. Boundaries have collapsed between
fields and between approaches. In the humanities and social sciences most
researchers now work in several fields as part of interdisciplinary networks. Yet in
a climate of pluralism and “blurred genres,” reference books have if anything lost
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prestige, sinking in esteem compared with works of theory or of interdisciplinary
discourse. Many postmoderns regard reference works as a necessary evil. They
are viewed as storage mechanisms to tap occasionally, not as fuses to ignite
thinking. They are valued chiefly because they save time, not because they open
frontiers.

Reference books proliferate in a vacuum of theory about them. No one has
written a defense of reference works for the postmodern era. Each year thousands
of specialists contribute entries and essays to hundreds of reference books, but
who has arisen to praise the genre? Editors, planners and teams labor for love of
learning, but no one has formulated what reference books can and cannot
accomplish, how they function in postmodern discourse, or how attitudes toward
them have altered. In a word, no one has generalized about the purposes, history
and prospects of reference works. In response, the Guide will venture a phenome-
nology of reference works and their uses. It will amend conventional taxonomy
with novel categories, and it will apply such categories to every work described.
By asking simple questions again and again, phenomenology weaves a web of
analysis.

Compared to monographs, journal articles, translations or even papers at
conferences, reference books command low prestige. Few if any scholars in the
humanities or the social sciences admit to enjoying reference books. Few boast
of owning dozens of them or of having contributed to major ones or of having
edited some. More often than not, devotees of reference books hesitate to admit
to a passion for these outcasts of the library.

Computer networks, CD-ROM disks and electronic library catalogs seem to
have rendered reference books obsolete. Yet they appear in greater numbers,
greater sophistication and greater variety than ever before. A phenomenology of
types and functions can mediate between flourishing practice and languishing
theory concerning reference books. Are they as stultified as many assume? Or do
some of them pioneer fresh approaches? Do certain ones respond to a consumer
boom in self-help books? Or as befits postmodern discourse, do they undertake
new purposes? It is high time to chart the functions of reference books in modern
academia and update criteria for evaluating them. That task falls to a phenome-
nology of reference works and their uses.

Religious Studies as a Test Case

The consortium of disciplines known as “religious studies” supplies a test case
for examining use and abuse of reference books for several reasons. One is that
the field of religious studies itself emerged during the postmodern era. Conceived
during the 1960s and institutionalized during the early 1970s, the approach
known as religious studies pluralized the study of religions. Spearheaded in Britain
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by Ninian Smart at the University of Lancaster and in the United States by Mircea
Eliade at the University of Chicago, this approach abandoned the notion that any
faith, method, belief or tradition merits privileging. Hegemonies of belief,
method, period or region were abandoned in favor of a universal pluralism that
some would call pan-relativism. Each religion is taught on a par with others. Faith
commitment of teachers and researchers withdraws. It may be discussed in the
home or with one’s pastor but seldom if ever with fellow researchers, students or
readers. Accordingly, reference works in the field divide between those that
eschew confessional identity and those that proclaim it. The former attitude this
Guide calls “confessional neutrality,” and the latter it calls “confessional self-defi-
nition.”

During the past twenty-five years religious studies has prospered in colleges
and universities of the United States and Great Britain, transforming traditional
departments of religion. Since the early nineteenth century American universities
have implemented a Protestant emphasis on biblical studies, church history and
Christian ethics. Now hundreds of departments of religious studies proclaim a
postmodern approach, and thousands of scholars evoke pluralist assumptions.
Previously confessional fields like biblical studies have been deconfessionalized.
Protestant evangelicals no less than Roman Catholics now collaborate in nonconfes-
sional enterprises like 60 The Anchor Bible Dictionary(1992). Increasingly, postmod-
ern openness pervades books designed even for confessional self-definition.

The explosion of religious studies since 1970 has ignited an explosion in
reference books. The sheer quantity of works canvassing individual traditions,
social sciences of religion and the panorama of religions defies belief. Because
religious studies incorporates so many subfields, disciplines and periods from
4000 B.C.E. to the present, it engenders reflection about reference books.

Religious studies constitutes a consortium of entire fields and disciplines rather
that one field or one discipline. Within the humanities come history, literary
studies, philosophy and theology, while within the social sciences priority goes to
sociology, psychology and anthropology together with their subdisciplines. Be-
cause in religious studies reference works serve a consortium of disciplines, the
books must address broader needs than might be the case in a narrower field.
Thus an inventory of reference books published in religious studies during the
past twenty years supplies a fulcrum from which to theorize about reference works
in the humanities and social sciences in general. Indeed, the over three hundred
works examined in the directory of the Guide offer a chance to elaborate a
phenomenology of reference works. A vacuum of theory favors the kind of
unbiased description that phenomenology promises. As a first step toward
phenomenology, introduction one sketches a typology of reference works and
applies it to explaining their low prestige.
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Two Functions of Reference Works: Recapitulation Versus Revision
Phenomenology of uses begins with typology. A basic distinction separates
past-oviented or recapitulatoryworks from fiurure-oriented or revisionist ones. The
former summarize what is already known; the latter propose or pursue new
approaches. Recapitulatory works deliver what most people associate with “ref-
erence books.” They are expected to expound acquired knowledge, authenticate
data and assert certitudes within a field. In contrast, some (perhaps many) users
overlook the fact that not a few reference works either advocate or execute novel
approaches. Such revisionist works have proliferated since 1980 and now abound
in any reference collection. Not the least of their functions is to elucidate the
“blurring of genres” that has engulfed both the humanities and social sciences.
Fields, approaches, methods and genres of scholarship have merged since the
1960s. To elucidate such interactions, postmodernism devises revisionist refer-
ence works.

Recapitulatory works serve at least four functions. The most basic is to supply
information or data (“facts”) about easily verified matters like names, dates,
definitions, chronology and bibliography. A database of facts that can be “looked
up” is the staple of reference books. A second function, one that goes back at
least to Diderot’s Encyclopédie (1752-72), is to expound methods, research
problems and obstacles inhabiting a field. Not only do reference books expound
the “state of knowledge” concerning a method, subfield or issue, but they
explicate approaches needed to advance such knowledge. What gets recapitulated
is not just data or facts but methods and research debates that manipulate the
data. A recent thirty-volume general work in French, 298 the Encyclopaedia
universalis (1968, 1990), executes for our time the dissemination of methodol-
ogy.

A third function is to expound a field for nonspecialists, particularly for experts
in other domains who venture into an area unfamiliar to them. Reference books
introduce practitioners of one field to data and research issues of another. This
third function of teaching a field and its research problems looms large in an era
of interdisciplinary research. One reason for proliferation of reference books since
1980 is that researchers crave access to fields in which they received too little
training,.

A fourth function of recapitulatory works is less often noticed. If used
imaginatively, a conspectus of a field can yield a synoptic or even “panoptic” view
of it. By browsing through a reference book that canvasses a field, one can survey
that field in its entirety. Such sweeps of the horizon proceed most readily through
well-chosen reference books. They furnish a mode of self-teaching that interdis-
ciplinary researchers should welcome. Once an individual has absorbed rudiments
of a field, no other practice illuminates the thickets so clearly as well-planned
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reading of reference books. Part two of this introduction recommends ways to
make reference works function as self-teachers.

Among revisionist works two types stand out. The firstimplements innovations
of the kind that it advocates, while the second advocates improvements that it
urges others to execute. Some, perhaps most, revisionist works do both. Not
confining themselves to the already documented, such works stipulate what
remains to be achieved. Whether through execution or advocacy, innovation in
reference works marks one of the breakthroughs of the past decade. Because
revisionist works have gone largely unheralded, the Guide proclaims their merits.

Unnoticed among those merits, revisionist works often encapsulate a school
of thought whose energy exudes a group personality. Sometimes this spirit
coalesces like the charism of a religious community. More than other types,
revisionist reference works radiate a shared personality. To immerse oneself in
these volumes is to imbibe a group ethos.

Toward Explaining the Low Prestige of Reference Books: The Case of
Religious Studies

Reference books occupy a place at or near the bottom of publishing prestige. A
phenomenology of contemporary reference books and their uses must formulate
reasons for this anomaly. Specifically, an inquiry into the low esteem of reference
books needs to address the following issues:

1. Why do otherwise sophisticated scholars continue to view reference books
as though they were exclusively recapitulatory?

2. Why do scholars hesitate to acknowledge how reference books facilitate
entry into unfamiliar fields?

3. Why have categories for evaluating reference books not undergone revision?
Why has the impact of postmodernism on reference works not initiated reap-
praisal of their functions?

4. Why do reference works continue to be despised by theorists when in fact
reference works are being transformed by the same trends as other vehicles of
postmodern scholarship? In a word, why do reference works lag in attracting
theoretical appraisal?

5. Why have scholars in religious studies not recognized the revolution that
has transformed reference books? Everyone acknowledges that the field of
religious studies has been transformed not once but several times since the 1960s.
Why has the impact of these revolutions on reference books been noticed only
sporadically?

6. Why has the ensemble of reference books in religious studies not been assessed
as a whole? Why are new reference books evaluated ad hoc and hardly ever as part
of a library of postmodernism that has been accumulating since the 1970s?
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This is not the place to tackle these questions one by one, except to point out
that they pivot around a single phenomenon, namely, a lag in characterizing the
changes that have transformed reference works in general. Although a revolution
has occurred, accumulating impressive results, hardly anyone has looked at its
causes or consequences. No theory and no phenomenology has tackled the
postmodern revolution in reference books. An underlying cause of this neglect
is preoccupation with those kinds of research that further career advancement.
In today’s academia scholars get so lavishly rewarded for honing specialized
expertise that they hesitate to put forward knowledge that may seem “merely”
encyclopedic. Wide-ranging knowledge is undervalued except when it enhances
specialization.

Yet a paradox leaps out. Interdisciplinary research requires participants to
diversify. A contradiction exists between belittling reference books and expecting
scholars continually to enlarge their expertise, for reference works facilitate
precisely this task. Scholars can use reference books to prize open fields previously
closed to them. In no area is this more easily accomplished than in religious
studies, where reference books of every type and level beckon.

Another reason that reference works in religious studies ought to stimulate
theorizing is that the field itself attracts several types of inquirers. Because
religious studies comprises not a single discipline but rather a consortium of them,
practitioners of one or two specialties need access to others. Reference works can
help scholars in, say, modern church history to explore the psychology of religion
or biblical studies. Such diversifying of expertise by specialists may be called
“internal outreach.” “External outreach” involves outsiders who seek to learn
about religious studies but have received little or no training in it or its compo-
nents. Such seekers can benefit from some (but not all) the reference books that
serve insiders. A third group of inquirers comprises nonacademics who desire
acquaintance not so much with methods of study as with individual religions or
their leaders. Probably few other fields attract as many nonspecialists as religious
studies. Any sort of spiritual quest can impel nonacademics to forage among
reference books. A whole library now exists to assist these seekers. Probably no
other area of scholarship has courted outsiders so skillfully through reference
books as has religious studies.

Genres of Reference Works: The Familiar Three Versus the Two Poles
(Mega-encyclopedias and Anatomies)

A hindrance to appreciation of reference books, particularly revisionist ones, is a
misunderstanding of what constitutes a reference book. Here too phenomenol-
ogy can help. Too many scholars limit their conception to the “big three”:
dictionaries, lexicons and encyclopedias. These stand in ascending order of
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complexity and comprehensiveness. All of them share alphabetical arrangement,
desire to recapitulate the known, and ambition to wield authority. Most users see
the big three as tools rather than as spurs to reflection or recreation.

Phenomenology delineates innovative genres of reference books. Among the
most versatile are COMPENDIA, which consist of articles commissioned to survey
afield in a manner neither alphabetical nor exhaustive. Anyone who acknowledges
compendia to be reference works finds a bonanza. Compendia reinvigorate a field
by encouraging creative scholars to rethink it.

Another way to outgrow preconceptions is to encounter genres that flourish
in other cultures. For 250 years publishers in France and Germany have competed
in refining reference books. Germans pioneered the HANDBOOK as a conspectus
of methods, tools and problems in a research field. Written by founders and
shapers, a HANDBOOK couples recapitulatory with revisionist functions and
overflows with bibliography. It both sums up and reshapes a field. An American
exemplar is 311 David Wulft’s Psychology of Religion (1991).

An even more daunting European type is the MEGA-ENCYCLOPEDIA, perfected
separately by French Benedictines and Jewish savants. A mega-encyclopedia
formulates all that is considered worth recording about a particular swath of
history, usually religious. By pressing all-inclusiveness to the limit, MEGA-ENCY-
CLOPEDIAS overshadow but do not supplant less ambitious rivals. Taken together,
MEGA-ENCYCLOPEDIAS on Roman Catholicism and Judaism constitute a utopian
reference library, in which one can imagine an omnivore like Jorge Luis Borges
browsing. A phenomenologist will want to inquire why secular historians have
essayed MEGA-ENCYCLOPEDIAS less often than have scholars of religion.

A third European genre is the ANATOMY, in which a single author endeavors
to encapsulate everything that he or she considers worthwhile about a topic.
Idiosyncratic often to the point of being cranky, anatomies multiply lists. Sus-
tained bursts of what Northrop Frye called “maddened pedantry” occupy one
pole of comprehensiveness, while MEGA-ENCYCLOPEDIAS occupy the other.
ANATOMIES distill a single author’s vision, while MEGA-ENCYCLOPEDIAS deploy
ever larger teams. Less exhaustive genres extend between them.

Today’s reference books draw energy from the fact that postmodern research
necessitates access to unfamiliar fields. HANDBOOKS, COMPENDIA and LEXICONS
offer the quickest ways to familiarize oneself with a new field or approach.
Reference books written to help a specialist enter adjacent fields now abound.
One goal of the Guide is to help researchers identify which works function best
and in what sequence, as one’s repertoire extends into the unfamiliar.

Difficulties of Selection Encountered in Reference Collections
The unwary might suppose that the surest way to locate reference works would
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be to rummage in a good academic library. But frustration awaits any frequenter
of reference shelves. So many works of so many types have emerged since the
1970s that no one can reckon which to use first. A browser among reference
works confronts the following puzzles:

1. Which books help to introduce a field to a scholar trained in a different
field?

2. Which books should be used first, which second and which much later?

3. Which lexicons offer an overview of a field? And in what sequence should
they be read?

4. Which compendia digest the mainstream of a field and which advance new
approaches?

5. Which books should be avoided and why?

The Guide is intended to answer questions such as these. As a user’s compan-
ion, it assesses which functions a given reference work does and does not perform
and contrasts each with competitors.

There is another reason that browsers need the Guide. Trawling through
library reference shelves leads to an alarming conclusion. No library, not even the
most prestigious and best financed, stocks all or even most reference works in a
given field. No library in North America or Great Britain displays on its reference
shelves even three quarters of the works that the Guide discusses. Most academic
libraries stock between 40 and 60 percent of them. In other words, no browser
can rely on a given library to deliver a definitive selection of reference works in
religious studies. No matter how prestigious a library, no matter how generous
its budget, no matter how astute its buyers, a number of important works
(particularly COMPENDIA) will be absent from its reference shelves. This holds
true for seminary libraries as well as for research libraries at great universities, not
to mention libraries at medium-sized universities or four-year colleges. It holds
true even for the Library of Congress and the British Library. The Guide does
what no library can, namely, list and evaluate virtually all the better reference
publications of the past fifteen to twenty years. Not only has no American or
British library assembled them, but most libraries lack pivotal ones, including
some of those best suited to introduce a field to nonspecialists.

Conclusion: An Appeal to Students

In order to initiate a phenomenology of reference works and their uses, the Guide
does four things. First, the glossary formulates criteria for classifying functions of
reference works. Second, the directory applies these criteria to over three hundred
volumes published since the 1970s. Third, the Guide helps users discern what
information and insights to expect from newer types of reference books. It calls
attention to newer genres like REVISIONIST COMPENDIA and HANDBOOKS OF



Introduction 1 21

BIBLE INTERPRETATION. Fourth, just as practicing a religion stimulates spiritual
quest, so studying religion stimulates research to deepen the quest. Reference
books now exist to further nearly every sort of quest, and the Guide invites resort
to a wide range of them.

Still another paradox looms. Computer technology ought to increase recourse
to reference books, but it does not always do so. Computer adepts need to learn
to exploit analogous features in reference works. Cross-referencing, funneling of
bibliographies and contextualizing of issues have long flourished in reference
books. Readers who pursue these tasks via CD-ROM or the Internet will discover
similar or greater prowess in LEXICONS and ENCYCLOPEDIAS. Computerization
has improved indexing and cross-referencing within reference works, and of
course photocopying permits excerpting of articles from bulky volumes. All these
are reasons why computer buffs should like reference books.

It goes without saying that students in college and graduate school should
learn to exploit reference works. No other skill will save so much time or harvest
such rich insights as knowing when and how to consult reference books. Seminary
students in particular enjoy unparalleled opportunities. In fields like church
history, world religions and above all biblical studies, reference tools abound
beyond measure. In resurgent fields like ecumenism, spirituality and psychology
of religion, reliable works have mushroomed since 1980. The sooner a student
starts, the better he or she will navigate. A lifetime of enrichment awaits.

If the past ten years offer a precedent, we can expect reference books to
continue to improve. To further this end the Guide ventures to counsel editors
of future works. It does so in several ways, not least by raising consciousness about
boundaries between genres and by recommending improvements like topical
indexes. Specifically, the Guide highlights a lack of attention that existing works
pay to topics such as African Christianity, Zoroastrianism and Islamic folk religion.
More broadly, it identifies entire fields that cry out for a reference work. In
English, for example, there exists no reference book on sociology of religion or
on authropology of religion, not to mention Eastern Christianity, Shiism or
African religions. Appendix 2 itemizes such needs.

Above all, this book encourages researchers to consult masterpieces of the late
twentieth century. Any scholar in the humanities or social sciences can discover
through the Guide works that will have escaped notice, including some that meet
needs that he or she had not envisioned. Postmodern reference works are more
incisive and more comprehensive, as well as more imaginative and more icono-
clastic, than casual users may suppose. By initiating a phenomenology, the Guide
will help any inquirer to broaden his or her repertoire not only of reference works
but of categories for assessing them. In the postmodern era reference books foster
sophistication. They deserve a reference book of their own.
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Reference Books
as Self-Teachers

HOW MANY READERS realize that we live in a golden age of reference

books? More and better self-teachers, aids to study and endlessly diversified
encyclopedias now beckon in nearly every field of the humanities. Not only do
elementary, intermediate and advanced tools abound, but new ones appear every
year and classic ones get updated. What explains this explosion in the market?
Again, a phenomenology of the uses of reference works supplies answers.

A Need for Tools of Adult Education in the Humanities

A glance at the cultural situation of the United States and Western Europe in the
mid-1990s discloses a number of differences from the climate forty years ago. A
comparison between the educational needs of the 1990s and those of the 1950s
sheds light on how reference books function today and why so many find buyers.
The fundamental difference between now and then is that adults today bring a
less rigorous preliminary training to their studies. A decline of general education
during high school and elementary school means that fewer adults have acquired
even rudimentary knowledge of basic fields. After graduating from college, many
adults discover to their chagrin a desire to learn about subjects in which they lack
even elementary training, for example, geography, history, philosophy and art
history. No area of the humanities suffers so pervasively from a deficit of basic
information as does religious studies. In the United States, albeit not in Britain,
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study of religion has vanished from secondary schools. Even schools that teach
history and art history exclude religion.

Strange to say, humanities have dwindled in secondary schools even as fresh
incentives impel adults to tackle these very fields. A gap between deficient
secondary education and mounting demand by adults elicits reference works of
a new kind. Twenty-five years ago reference works about religion catered
primarily to professionals who already possessed expertise and desired tools to
deepen it. German HANDBOOKS, French MEGA-ENCYCLOPEDIAS, and even an
all-purpose LEXICON like 29 Cross, ed., The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian
Church (1957, 1974) served mainly professionals.

Successive Revolutions in Scholarship

Since the 1960s, however, a revolution in publishing has devised reference books
for beginners in nearly every field. The same revolution has pioneered works for
professionals who wish to expand into fields in which they received little or no
training. Publishers no longer assume that users of a reference book will have
acquired a smattering of that subject in school or university. The reference work
itself imparts a grounding in the basics as well as in the subtleties. Absence in high
school and even in college of the kind of preparatory training that the French call
propédentique and the Germans Vorschule creates a vacuum that reference works
aspire to fill.

The withering of preparatory training in the humanities comes at a time when
adults in the United States and Europe routinely frequent a wider range of
communities than ever before. Participants in religious communities enjoy more
opportunities to know outsiders than did their parents or grandparents. Within
Christian churches ecumenism causes Catholics, Protestants and Orthodox to
intersect with one another in ways unheard of forty years ago. Ecumenical contact
prompts members of one branch of Christianity to read about another. Increas-
ingly, evangelical Christians seek mainstream formulations, and liberals counte-
nance conservative ones. In response, reference books by and about individual
confessions, not to mention denominations and ethnicities, reach wide audiences.
The series of Catholic New Dictionaries from Michael Glazier /Liturgical Press
or tools from Protestant publishers like Abingdon, Eerdmans and InterVarsity
Press address such needs. These works serve audiences far beyond denominational
ones.

If ecumenism and crosscultural contact incite nonexperts to seek wider
information than ever before, even weightier challenges perplex scholars. In the
field of religious studies perhaps more than any other, pressure to diversify comes
from all quarters. Factors as heterogeneous as ecumenical and crosscultural
dialogue, interdisciplinary scholarship, travel abroad and erosion of previous
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assumptions combine to demand a wider range of expertise than ever before.
Above all, interdisciplinary research obliges scholars to read up on fields outside
their graduate training so that they can keep abreast of and even contribute to
fields new to them and in some cases new to everyone else.

Just as demand for introductory books is surging, major fields have revolu-
tionized themselves in ways that elicit new kinds of reference tools. Perhaps no
other endeavor in the humanities has deployed so many innovative tools as has
biblical studies. Since the 1960s a field that had long excelled at crafting reference
tools has hived off subdisciplines at a dizzying rate. Experts in one or several areas
must scour reference works in order to track developments in adjacent areas. The
same holds true in the history of the early church and in the history of Christian
theology. Thriving fields bristle with new reference works.

The situation is somewhat different in the study of world religions, a field
that has mushroomed only since the 1970s. Because adequate English-language
reference tools did not exist thirty years ago, an entire library has flowered since
then. 5 Eliade, ed., The Encyclopedia of Religion (1987) crowns a vast endeavor,
which continues apace. Instead of supplanting predecessors, recent DICTIONAR-
IES and COMPENDIA on the world’s religions more often rank as the first of their
kind. Moreover, demand keeps growing for GLOSSARIES because terminology
needed to study the world’s religions is both extensive and precise. Although
GLOSSARIES cannot by themselves remove differences among European, Middle
Eastern and Asian ways of interpreting religion, comparative lexicography helps
make interaction effective. No other work exploits this potential so fully as
Jonathan Z. Smith, ed., The HarperCollins Dictionary of Religion (1995).

Similar revolutions have swept the social sciences of religion. Since the 1960s
sociology, anthropology and psychology have generated a vast literature on world
religions. Yet of the three fields, only psychology of religion has produced
adequate reference tools. Lack of HANDBOOKS and DICTIONARIES in sociology
of religion and anthropology of religion highlights an abundance that favors other
fields like history of religion, biblical studies and history of Christian thought.
Nothing would so benefit sociology of religion as a reliable English-language
HANDBOOK comparable to 311 David Wulft’s Psychology of Religion (1991). The
heirs of Marx, Durkheim and Weber deserve no less.

Exemplary Authors

In an era when reference books proliferate, both the marketplace and laws of
probability assure that the ablest scholars write for them. The epoch is long since
past, if it ever existed, when chiefly hacks wrote encyclopedias. Today the most
accomplished scholars contribute to reference books, and not a few compose ones
of their own. Single-author masterpieces like 73 John Macquarrie’s Twventieth-
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Century Religious Thought (1963, 1988), 35 Jaroslav Pelikan’s The Melody of
Theology (1988) and 206 Annemarie Schimmel’s Deciphering the Signs of God
(1994 ) set a standard for comprehensiveness, insight and originality. Multiauthor
volumes like 89 Gordon S. Wakefield, ed., The Westminster Dictionary of Chris-
tian Spivituality (1983) or 21 Stewart Sutherland et al., eds., The Worid’s
Religions (1988) overflow with virtuosity. Not uncommonly scholars put their
very best effort into collective volumes. In works like 76 Musser and Price, eds.,
A New Handbook of Christian Theology (1992) and 63 Brown et al., eds., The
New Jerome Biblical Commentary (1990) the contributors have done their
utmost. Where else do so many authors distill their life’s work?

As might be expected, our era has produced not a few reference works that
defy precedent. 32 David B. Barrett, ed., World Christian Encyclopedia (1982)
is a dazzling performance that interweaves statistics, national profiles, chronolo-
gies and photographs in a unique blend. Expected in 1997, a new edition in three
volumes will be a major event. As rearranged by Wendy Doniger, 259 Yves
Bonnefoy’s Mythologies (1981, 1992) examines world mythologies and religions
in unprecedented depth and brilliance. 9 John R. Hinnells, ed., Who’s Who of
World Religions (1991) assembles religious biographies across an unheard range
of cultures. By collating everything known about four hundred names, 275 van
der Toorn, Becking and van der Horst, eds., Dictionary of Deities and Demons in
the Bible (DDD) (1995) grants access to ancient Near Eastern religion.

Americans and British naturally prefer reference works written in English. But
scholars in religious studies quickly learn that French and German volumes offer
unique advantages. Germans excel at HANDBOOKS that digest an entire discipline,
while the French excel at what diplomats call sweeps of the horizon (tours
d’horizon). A handbook like 7 Cancik et al., eds., Handbuch der religionswissen-
schaftlicher Grundbegriffe (1988-) unleashes the amplest discussion of method-
ology in religious studies to be found anywhere. French panoramic flair shines in
a MEGA-ENCYCLOPEDIA like 137 Jacquemet, ed., Catholicisme: Hier—aun-
Jjourd’hui—demain (1948-) or in a DICTIONARY, 129 Duchet-Suchaux and
Duchet-Suchaux, Les Ordres religieux (1993). COMPENDIA like 307 Clévenot,
ed., L’Ftat des religions dans le monde (1987) or 28 Delumeau, ed., Le Fait
relygienx (1993) display French talent for conspectus.

Over the past twenty years American reference books, particularly concerning
Christianity, have proven second to none. But no one can hope to match the
Germans at composing HANDBOOKS or the French at composing panoramas of
contemporaneity. French and German contributors unfailingly commit their best
effort to reference works. Because French and particularly German reference
works almost always include English-language bibliography, Americans and
British should leaf through these resources.
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Choosing Reference Works to Be Self-Teachers

No longer do reference works serve mainly to answer well-conceived questions
posed by experts. A phenomenology of uses shows rather that reference works
run a gamut from teaching the beginner through informing the journeyman and
stimulating the expert to astonishing the master. To savor the gamut, a scholar
needs to own a personal collection of reference works that concern his or her field
of expertise and skirt its fringes as well. Every serious inquirer should own both
general and specialized reference works in which to browse and thereby to grow.
No possessions so enrich adult education as reference books.

Above all, everyone needs to select personal favorites. No other habit builds
scholarly self-confidence so surely as consultation of trusted tomes. Cultural
identity gets reinforced as one turns the familiar pages. Everyone involved in
religious studies should own at least one BIBLE DICTIONARY, one BIBLE COMMEN-
TARY, one LEXICON each on Christianity, Judaism and Islam, and one DICTION-
ARY (as well as one GLOSSARY) of the world’s religions. In areas of professional
expertise a scholar will want to own several one-volume works. Needless to say,
the Guide, particularly appendix one, “Favorite Reference Books,” facilitates
choosing. Among likely candidates to become favorite resources on Christianity
must be counted 29 F. L. Cross, ed., The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian
Church (1957, 1974); 169 Reid, ed., Dictionary of Christianity in America
(1990); 112 Fink, ed., The New Dictionary of Sacramental Worship (1990); 68
Coggins and Houlden, eds., A Dictionary of Biblical Interpretation (1990) and
131 McBrien, ed., The HarperCollins Encyclopedia of Catholicism (1995). Two
French masterpieces pioneer novel approaches to vast topics: 150 Levillain, ed.,
Dictionnaire historigue de la papauté (1994) and 126 Gisel, ed., Encyclopédie du
protestantisme (1995). On non-Christian topics likely favorites include 2 Crim,
ed., The Pervennial Dictionary of World Religions (1981, 1989); 9 Hinnells, ed.,
Who’s Who of World Religions (1991) and 25 Sharma, ed., Our Religions (1993).
The French reader will find 4 Poupard, ed., Dictionnaire des religions (1984,
1993) indispensable.

Few volumes occasion so much pleasure to browsers as well-chosen reference
books. Often shorter ones work best. GLOSSARIES like 1 Parrinder, A Dictionary
of Non-Christian Religions (1971) or 13 Pye, ed., The Continuum Dictionary of
Religion (1994) lead the eye from entry to entry without flagging. In the field
of Asian religions INTRODUCTORY LEXICONS like 235 Stutley and Stutley, A
Dictionary of Hinduism (1977) or 216 Schumacher and Woerner, eds., The
Encyclopedia of Eastern Philosophy and Religion (1986, 1989) explain intricacies
with aplomb. MEGA-ENCYCLOPEDIAS, at the other extreme of length, bring their
own rewards. A massive BIBLE DICTIONARY like 52 Bromiley, ed., The Interna-
tional Standard Bible Encyclopedia (1979-88), dispenses stimulation to anyone
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who cares about Bible studies. Those who read French will find it bracing to
browse in recent volumes of MEGA-ENCYCLOPEDIAS like 49 Pirot, ed., Diction-
naire de la Bible: Supplément (1928-) or 88 Viller, ed., Dictionnaire de spiritualité
(1937-1994). One marvels at how hackneyed issues can sparkle when treated
amply.

More often than happens in periodicals or even books, authors pour their finest
efforts into reference books. Chances of finding a writer in top form loom higher
in a distinguished reference book than almost anywhere else. Readers who want
to skim the cream off a scholar’s output should consult reference books to which
that figure has contributed abundantly. Indeed, reference books often furnish a
shortcut into a scholar’s lifework. Articles in 181 Cohen and Mendes-Flohr, eds.,
Contemporary Jewish R eligious Thought (1987) or 77 McGrath, ed., The Blackwell
Encyclopedia of Modern Christian Thought (1993) invite such quests. Authors
there often outline their own work while appraising another’s.

Not surprisingly, assessments of contemporary scholars and schools enliven
HANDBOOKS OF BIBLE INTERPRETATION and, less expectedly, French ENCYCLO-
PEDIAS. Few works digest scholarly debates so cogently as 70 Green and
McKnight, eds., Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels (1992) or 300 Chételet et al.,
eds., Dictionnaire des oeuvres politiques (1986, 1989). The same holds true of a
thirty-volume French general ENCYCLOPEDIA, 298 Encyclopacdia universalis
(1968, 1990). A REVISIONIST masterpiece, 110 Sartore and Triacca, eds., Dic-
tionnaive encyclopédique de la liturgie (1984, 1992-) marshals scholarship in such
a way as to transform its field. Happily, another exemplar of a new field has
appeared into English: 48 Latourelle and Fisichella, eds., Dictionary of Funda-
mental Theology (1990, 1994). Coming from European Catholics, these pioneer-
ing works exhibit a group personality that recalls the charism of a religious
community. Vitality shared lifts all participants, and they in turn pass the energy
to us.

Armchair travelers will rejoice to discover how many reference works on the
world’s religions boast color illustrations. Since about 1980 COMPENDIA abound-
ing in color photographs deploy vistas of religious life. Works like 27 Clarke, ed.,
The World’s Religions (1993) and a French five-volume series 215 Myzhes et
croyances du monde entier (1985, 1991) lead the field. Older treasures like 241
Berval, ed., Présence du bouddhisme (1959, 1987) deploy black-and-white pho-
tographs of elegiac beauty. Appendix 1.4, “Illustrated Reference Books,” lists
such works.

Assisted by computers, scholars linger over bibliographic searches conducted
via the Internet in catalogs of libraries worldwide. Such researchers should not
overlook bibliographies that fill reference works. Almost always, the best sifted
bibliographies on any question, great or small, pop up notin a computer database
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but rather in an up-to-date reference book. In the field of biblical studies,
DICTIONARIES and HANDBOOKS in English have refined bibliographical discern-
ment exquisitely.

In general, however, German and French reference works expend greater
effort sorting bibliography than do English-language ones. The German notion
of a HANDBOOK requires authors to align bibliography to diverse needs. Skill in
sifting bibliography in major languages pervades German multivolume ENCYCLO-
PEDIAS as diverse as 31 Miiller, ed., Theologische Realenzyklopidie (1977-), 257
Ranke, ed., Enzyklopddie des Marchens (1977-), or 45 Fahlbusch, ed., Evangelis-
ches Kirchenlexikon, 3d ed. (1986-), not to mention 128 Kasper, ed., Lexikon fiir
Theologie und Kivche, 3d ed. (1993-). French MEGA-ENCYCLOPEDIAS also excel
at compiling bibliography, but their stately pace of publication means that only
a few volumes remain up-to-date. Anyone doing research in the history of
Christianity or the world’s religions should scour major German works and recent
volumes of French MEGA-ENCYCLOPEDIAS for bibliography. They have no peer.

Reference books fulfill a wider range of purposes than most users recognize.
As a phenomenology of reference books and their uses portends, individual
entries in the Guiéde call attention to a diversity of merits. From skimming saints’
lives to pondering controversies, from extracting bibliography to pinpointing
definitions, from recalling dates to weighing methods, from assaying pivotal
figures to appraising current debates, any reader can make reference works serve
almost any need.

Those readers who regret that they acquired little information about certain
subjects in secondary school can as adults broaden and deepen their grasp
through recourse to reference books. Such readers can do so systematically
through note-taking or desultorily through browsing. Rigor that has largely
disappeared from early instruction can be retrieved by living with reference works.
Today’s golden age of reference books can become a golden age of adult
education.
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Types & Functions
of Reference Books

OVERVIEW Twenty-two words appear
in small capitals throughout the directory
of reference books. They serve as technical
terms to differentiate types and functions
of reference books.

A NOTE ON THE BLURRING OF
GENRES A caveat is in order. Postmod-
ern discourse has encouraged whatin 1980
Clifford Geertz called “the blurring of gen-
res.” Since the 1960s fields, approaches,
methods and genres of scholarship have
elided into one another. Curiously, inter-
fusing of types has occurred less conspicu-
ously among reference works than in any
other sector of publishing. Even REVISION-
IST reference works adhere to recogniz-
able genres. Conservatism, which
restricts reference works to conventional
structures, allows the following classifica-
tion to claim a certain authority. Even
adventurous editors seldom violate these
distinctions.

To be sure, certain volumes may map
blurring of genres within a given field. In
biblical studies, for example, 68 Coggins
and Houlden, eds., A Dictionary of Biblical
Interpretation (1990) tracks the blurring
of genres but does not itself adopt a trendy
structure. The same applies to works that
outline fields which have emerged from the

!Clifford Geertz, “Blurred Genres: The Refiguration of
Social Thought,” in Local Knowledge: Further Essaysin
Interpretive Anthropology (New York: Basic Books,
1983), pp. 19-35.

blurring of genres. Examples include LEXI-
CONS on 48 “fundamental theology” and
110 “metaliturgics.” In these works con-
tent is radical but form is not. At least as
regards format, reference books tend to
resolve “blurred genres” back into the
twenty-two types and functions outlined
below. Moreover, perseverance of genres
facilitates a phenomenology of reference
books and their uses. A theorem of post-
modernism declares that while uses of
reference books proliferate, genres do
not.

1. ANATOMY An exhaustive treatment
of a vast subject, propounded by a single
author in a single volume. Lists, classifica-
tions and quotations convey erudition with
an ardor that may tip over into self-parody.
In An Anatomy of Criticism (1957)
Northrop Frye allied such bravura to the
MENIPPEAN SATIRE of the ancients, in which
spurts of “maddened pedantry” exude a
veneer of comprehensiveness. Reference
books embody encyclopedic learning,
whereas MENIPPEAN SATIRES parody it.
According to Northrop Frye, classic ex-
emplars of the “creative treatment of exhaus-
tive erudition” include Boethius, The
Consolation of Philosophy (524 CE.), Robert
Burton, The Anatomy of Melancholy (1621,
1651) and Izaak Walton, The Complear An-
gler (1653, 1661). Encyclopedic learning
also erupts, sometimes barely under con-
trol, in Rabelais, Pantagruel (1532-52),
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Cervantes, Don Quixote (1605-15),
Laurence Sterne, Tristram Shandy (1760-
67) and James Joyce, Ulysses (1922). An
ANATOMY of “hope,” written by a German
exiled in the United States, comes in
Ernst Bloch, The Principle of Hope, 3
vols. [1937-46] (Oxford: Blackwell Ref-
erence, 1986). Recently Roberto Calasso
wrote an ANATOMY of Greek myths from
Homer through Plato to Lucian of
Samosata. The Marriage of Cadmus and
Harmony [1988] (New York: Knopf,
1993) demonstrates the appeal of the
ANATOMY to postmoderns, as do the nov-
els of Umberto Eco.

As might be expected, study of relig-
ion has elicited more than a few ANATO-
MIES, not least because religion, like the
ANATOMY, promises within short compass
a “comprehensive survey of human life.”
Moreover, any entry in a reference work
may lapse into MENIPPEAN excess if too
many names jostle in too narrow a space.
Such prodigality mars certain articles in
69 Jeffrey, ed., A Dictionary of Biblical
Tradition in English Litevature (1992)
and 260 Walker, The Woman’s Encyclope-
dia of Myths and Secrets (1983). Too
much heterogeneity squeezed into too
little space is what generates MENIPPEAN
satire, whether conscious or uncon-
scious. In contrast, MEGA-ENCYCLOPE-
DIAS avoid overcrowding by furnishing
room to expatiate.

By definition, an ANATOMY has a single
author, whose crotchets tend toward self-
parody. Overinsistence on a thesis afflicts
ANATOMIES as diverse as Robert Graves,
The White Goddess (1948), Gerardus van
der Leeuw, Sacred and Profane Beauty: The
Holy in Art (1948, 1963), Walter Kauf-
mann, Religion in Four Dimensions (1976)
and Anne Baring and Jules Cashford, The
Myth of the Goddess: Evolution of an Image
(1992). By piling mountains of data onto
themes too skewed to carry the load, such
works begin to cloy.

See MENIPPEAN SATIRE.

2. ATLAS Traditionally, the term denotes
a collection of maps together with head-
notes and an index of place names (i.e.,

gazetteer). A HISTORICAL ATLAS traces
shifts in boundaries of peoples, nations,
languages or religions across wide swaths
of time. Too few HISTORICAL ATLASES can-
vass the world’s religions. “Geo-religious
studies,” as it may be termed, is a neglected
field.

Recently publishers have enlarged the
term ATLAS to designate a COMPENDIUM
that scans the history and geography of a
particular region (e.g., the Near East) or
religion (e.g., Islam) or culture (e.g., Juda-
ism). In these cases ATLAS has come to
mean an illustrated INTRODUCTION.

O Examples of Histovical Atlases

17 (1974) Isma’il al Faruqi and
David Sopher, eds., Historical Atlas of
the Religions of the World

220 (1978, 1992) Joseph E.
Schwartzberg, ed., A Historical Atlas of
South Asia

200 (1986) Isma’il al Faruqi and
Lois al Faruqi, eds., The Cultural Atlas
of Islam

3. BIBLE COMMENTARY A collection
of chapter-by-chapter or verse-by-verse
explications of each book of the Bible,
arranged in sequence of the biblical
canon. Usually a different expert writes
on each book, supplying both conspectus
and unit-by-unit (sometimes verse-by-
verse) explication as well as specialized
bibliography. The volume opens with
overviews of recent scholarship together
with maps and bibliography. There are
BIBLE COMMENTARIES to suit €very con-
fession, level of understanding and pro-
fessional need. COMMENTARIES enhance
activities as diverse as evangelizing, teach-
ing and researching. Sermon writers de-
vour them. Most BIBLE COMMENTARIES
proclaim confessional allegiance, whereas
HANDBOOKS OF INTERPRETATION do not.
QO Confessionally Neutral Examples

62 (1988) James L. Mays, ed., Har-
per’s Bible Commentary

64 (1992) Carol A. Newsom and
Sharon H. Ringe, eds., The Women’s Bi-
ble Commentary
O Confessionally Shaped Examples

61 (1984) W. Gunther Plaut, ed.,
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The Torah: A Modern Commentary [Re-
form Jewish]

63 (1968, 1990) Raymond E. Brown
etal., eds., The New Jerome Biblical Com-
mentary [Roman Catholic]

65 ([1953] 1994) D[onald] A. Car-
son et al., eds., New Bible Commentary:
2Ist Century Edition [ evangelical]

See BIBLE DICTIONARY, HANDBOOK.

4. BIBLE DICTIONARY An alphabeti-
cally arranged LEXICON of (nearly) all per-
sons, places, practices and events
mentioned in the (Christian) Bible. In ad-
dition, each book of the Old Testament,
Apocrypha and New Testament elicits an
introduction that untangles problems of
date, authorship, audience, purpose and
content. The term “introduction” (Ger-
man Einleitunyg) has functioned in this way
since the late eighteenth century. Entries
on individual biblical books may inject ab-
breviated COMMENTARY as well. Pioneered
by German Protestants in the eighteenth
century, BIBLE DICTIONARIES exist in every
size and for virtually every confession.
Some are scholarly and others devotional.
Some so emphasize realia as to constitute
a REALLEXIKON, while others explore the-
ology. A few, such as 60 Freedman, ed., The
Anchor Bible Dictionary, 6 vols. (1992),
swell into BIBLE ENCYCLOPEDIAS. For am-
plification see the overview to 2.3 “Biblical
Studies.”
O Examples

56 ([1975] 1987) Allen C. Myers,
ed., The Eevdmans Bible Dictionary
[scholarly]

(1990) Lawrence O. Richards, ed.,
The Revell Bible Dictionary [ devotional ]

58 (1990) Watson E. Mills, ed., Mer-
cer Dictionary of the Bible [a REAL-
LEXIKON]
See BIBLE COMMENTARY.

5. COMPANION An INTRODUCTION to
a field of study, arranged alphabetically and
designed for self-teaching. Usually a COM-
PANION is a DICTIONARY of notable persons
and issues, either with or (too often) with-
out brief bibliographies. Aimed at the gen-
eral reader rather than the specialist, a

COMPANION lacks the comprehensiveness
of a HANDBOOK. Pioneered by Oxford Uni-
versity Press with Percy A. Scholes, ed., The
Oxford Companion to Music (1938), the
genre remains preeminently British. It
flourishes at Oxford University Press and
Blackwell Reference.
O Examples

183 (1989) Glenda Abramson, ed.,
The Blackwell Companion to Jewish Cul-
ture from the Eighteenth Century to the
Present

293 (1991) John W. Yolton, ed., The
Blackwell Companion to the Enlighten-
ment

72 (1993) Bruce Metzger and Mi-
chael D. Coogan, eds., Oxford Compan-
ton to the Bible [a BIBLE DICTIONARY
interleaved with a HANDBOOK OF INTER-
PRETATION]
See INTRODUCTION.

6. COMPENDIUM A collection of sy-
noptic articles designed to map a subject,
often a large one like religions of the world.
The sequence of chapters may be chrono-
logical or geographical but seldom alpha-
betical. The level may be intermediate or
advanced but seldom elementary. Articles
are almost always signed and equipped with
bibliography. The field of religious studies
(particularly history of the world’s relig-
ions) abounds in such works, often written
by the ablest scholars. Some COMPENDIA
achieve the authority of a HANDBOOK. The
grandest example of all, 67 Haase and
Temporini, eds., Aufitieg und Niedevgang
der romischen Welt (1972-),is a MEGA-COM-
PENDIUM exceeding seventy-five thousand
pages.
O Examples

39 (1990) John McManners, ed., The
Oxford Illustrated History of Christianity

22 (1990) Charles Baladier, ed., Le
Grand Atlas des veligions

25 (1993) Arvind Sharma, ed., Our
Religions
See HANDBOOK.

7. DICTIONARY (IN ENGLISH
OFTEN SYNONYMOUS WITH
LEXICON) A collection of definitions,
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whether of terms or proper names, ar-
ranged alphabetically. If the work tends
toward a GLOSSARY, entries will be brief,
unsigned and devoid of bibliography. If the
work tends toward an ENCYCLOPEDIA, en-
tries will be longer, often signed and
equipped with bibliography. Entries may
encompass not just terminology, but per-
sons, places and practices. In German the
term “lexicon” (Lexikon) denotes not a
DICTIONARY but a specialized ENCYCLOPE-
DIA, often in one volume. Subtypes include
BIBLE DICTIONARY, ENCYCLOPEDIA, GLOS-
SARY, LEXICON, WHO’S WHO.
O Examples

(1952) Alfred Bertholet, Worterbuch
der Religionen

2 (1981, 1989) Keith Crim, ed., The
Pervennial Dictionary of World Religions

80 (1988) Sinclair B. Ferguson et al.,
eds., New Dictionary of Theology

8 (1989, 1991) Geddes MacGregor,
Dictionary of Religion and Philosophy

8. ENCYCLOPEDIA The most compre-
hensive of reference works, an ENCYCLOPE-
DIA attempts exhaustive coverage of a field
or even all fields. A classical ENCYCLOPEDIA
is a multivolume collection of commis-
sioned articles that are arranged alphabeti-
cally to include bibliography and
cross-references. Illustrations, maps and an
index usually occur. Strictly speaking, one-
volume ENCYCLOPEDIAS are enriched DIC-
TIONARIES.

General ENCYCLOPEDIAS, like the Ency-
clopedia Britannica or 298 the French En-
cyclopacedia universalis (1968, 1990),
purport to cover all topics of knowledge
but inevitably favor the cultural repertoire
of the language in which they appear.
Thus Larousse ENCYCLOPEDIAS empha-
size French-speaking culture, just as
Brockhaus ENCYCLOPEDIAS do German-
speaking culture. As pioneered by
Diderot and d’Alembert’s Encyclopédie,
18 vols. (1751-72), a general ENCYCLO-
PEDIA perpetuates values of the French
Enlightenment such as rationalism, pro-
gressivism, empiricism, cosmopolitanism
and anticlericalism. In a word, ENCYCLO-
PEDIAS incline toward positivism, exalt-

ing fact and eschewing the unascertain-
able. One expects ENCYCLOPEDIAS to re-
port fact accurately.

In medieval Byzantium the term ency-
clopaidein designated not a book but rather
an cthos. A kind of polymathy, it denoted
an all-around cultivation (paideia) that re-
gurgitated tradition without advancing it.
This ideal favored compilations, antholo-
gies and other recapitulations. Inevitably,
such an ideal of polymathy without inno-
vation reinforced the notion that reference
books reiterate without renewing. Happily,
the Enlightenment supplanted Byzantine
encyclopaidein by devising works that cou-
ple precision of information with novelty
of thought. A turning point came with
Ephraim Chambers’s Cyclopaedia, or An
Universal Dictionary of Arts and Sciences,
2 vols. (London, 1728). Whereas earlier
compilations had boasted a single author,
Ephraim Chambers (c¢. 1680-1740), a
cleric, recruited a team.

Specialized ENCYCLOPEDIAS concern-
ing religion divide into one-volume DIC-
TIONARIES (in German referred to as
LEXICONS) and multivolume MEGA-ENCY-
CLOPEDIAS. Some of the latter run twenty
or more volumes. Catholic and Jewish
MEGA-ENCYCLOPEDIAS remain unexcelled.
An example in progress, 31 Miiller, ed.,
Theologische Realenzyklopidie (1976-), re-
quires eighteen thousand pages to reach
Obrigkeit in volume 24 (1994).

a Examples

(1930-37) Edwin R. A. Seligman,
ed., Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, 15
vols.

(1971) Cecil Roth, ed., Encyclopae-
dia Judaica, 16 vols.

5 (1987) Mircea Eliade, ed., The En-
cyclopedia of Religion, 16 vols.

See LEXICON, MEGA-ENCYCLOPEDIA.

9. GLOSSARY An alphabetical list of
terms with definitions. TEXTBOOKS or
HANDBOOKS often append such a word list.
Introductory DICTIONARIES resemble ex-
panded GLOSSARIES that may encompass
persons as well as terms. As a subtype,
Jewish INTRODUCTORY works often take
the form of a GLOSSARY of Hebrew words.
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The French call a GLOSSARY a vocabulaire.
O Examples

291 (1990) Etienne Souriau and
Anne Souriau, eds., Vocabulaive d’es-
thétique

192 (1992) Lewis Glinert, The Joys of
Hebrew

13 (1993) Michael Pye, ed., The Con-
tinuum Dictionary of Religion

10. GUIDEBOOK A description of a
region, arranged place by place, intended
for travelers. During the nineteenth cen-
tury GUIDEBOOKS such as the German
Baedeker series or the French and English
Blue Guides burst with maps but not illus-
trations. Since the 1960s, however, photo-
graphs have become obligatory. A series
that nearly always examines religion is the
Insight Guides, published in Singapore and
distributed in the United States by
Houghton Mifflin. GUIDEBOOKS that scru-
tinize religious sites include the Traveler’s
Key series published by Knopf, among
them John Anthony West, The Traveler’s
Key to Ancient Egypt (1985) and 222 Alis-
tair Shearer, The Traveler’s Key to Northern
India (1985).

The term GUIDE functions also as a
synonym for an INTRODUCTION or an in-
troductory COMPENDIUM, as in 10 The
Eliade Guide to World Religions (1991).

O Example

147 (1967) Louis Chaigne, ed.,
Guide veligieux de la France
Sez INTRODUCTION.

11. HAGIOGRAPHY (A BOOK OF
SAINTS’ LIVES) Hagiography means
two things: (1) the activity of gathering and
studying documents concerning saints and
(2) a collection of saints’ lives. The Guide
uses this term in the second sense to denote
a book of saints’ lives. Such a work may
unfold either alphabetically in a WHO’S
WHO or by days of a calendar. Known in
Western liturgy as a martyrology, a calendar
inclines to devotion. To counter credulity,
which was famously criticized by Erasmus
in Praise of Folly (1511) and then by Prot-
estants, Belgian Jesuits led by Johann Bol-
land (1596-1665) pionecered critical

hagiography. Publishing a mega-calendar
known as the Acta sanctorum, 62 vols.
(Antwerp, 1643-1925), the Bollandists
collected and weighed sources, particularly
manuscripts. Their techniques have fos-
tered innumerable DICTIONARIES, ENCY-
CLOPEDIAS and WHO’S WHOS. In the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries DIC-
TIONARIES of saints helped to inaugurate
modern reference works.

Study of the principles that guide criti-
cal hagiography is known as hagiology.
Since about 1980 a spate of WHO’S WHOS
of saints have catered to an ongoing “spiri-
tuality revolution.” By a peculiar conven-
tion, hardly any HAGIOGRAPHIES feature
illustrations. Clemens Joéckle broke this
spell with his opulent 109 Encyclopedia of
Saints (1995). For amplification see over-
views to 2.6 “Hagiography” and 5.3.4
“Folklore” in the directory.

O Examples

96 ([1756-59]11926-38,1956) Her-
bert Thurston and Donald Attwater,
eds., Butler’s Lives of the Saints: Complete
Edition, 4 vols. [a calendar)

97 (1935-59) Jules Baudot and Léon
Chaussin, eds., Vies des saints et des bien-
benveux selon le calendvier, 13 vols. [a
mega-calendar)

100 (1978, 1992) David Hugh
Farmer, The Oxford Dictionary of Saints
[a WHO’S WHO]

See WHO’S WHO.

12. HANDBOOK (GERMAN HAND-
BUCH) A COMPENDIUM of articles com-
missioned to expound (rather exhaus-
tively) problems, history and bibliography
of a research field. As pioneered by Ger-
mans in the nineteenth century, a HAND-
BOOK enlists the finest scholars to outline a
vision of a field, often one that they helped
to create or redirect. Multilingual bibliog-
raphies are obligatory. A classical HAND-
BOOK maps a field in its entirety, whereas
recent American exemplars tend to outline
subspecialties while neglecting the whole.
In the field of biblical studies a subtype has
emerged since 1980, a HANDBOOK OF IN-
TERPRETATION that delineates methods of
biblical scholarship from multiple stand-
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points and eschews confessional utterance.
O Examples

197 (1957-64) F[elix] M. Pareja,
ed., Islamologie

(1978-) William C. Sturtevant, ed.,
Handbook of Novth American Indians,
planned in 20 vols. (Washington, D.C.:
Smithsonian Institution, 1978-)

154 (1987, 1993) Everett Ferguson,
Backgrounds of Early Christianity

7 (1988-) Hubert Cancik et al., eds.,
Handbuch veligionswissenschaftlicher
Grundbegriffe, planned in 5 vols.

68 (1990) Rlichard] J. Coggins and
J. L[eslie] Houlden, eds., A Dictionary
of Biblical Intevpretation

311 (1991) David M. Wulff, Psychol-
ogy of Religion [a HANDBOOK disguised as
a TEXTBOOK]
See LEXICON.

13. INTRODUCTION (French
propédentique, German Vorschule). A work
in any genre that undertakes to introduce
a subject to those not yet acquainted with
it. Three levels of beginners need to be
differentiated. Elementary students at an
carly stage of their education need an in-
troduction to learning as such (i.e., a
primer). Intermediate students have ac-
quired facility in at least one field and now
seek to grow in another. Advanced stu-
dents seek to acquire the rudiments of a
field new to them. Generally, TEXTBOOKS
meet the needs of elementary and interme-
diate students, while reference books ad-
dress intermediate and advanced ones. A
primer is the most elementary of text-
books.

A French term, propédentigue, denotes
a book or course that provides preliminary
knowledge required to approach a field.
Reference works (particularly GLOSSARIES)
may be said to perform a propedeutic func-
tion if they further inquiry rather than
curtail it. Thus works that flaunt self-suffi-
ciency (for example, by omitting bibliog-
raphies) may be introductory, but they do
not perform propédentique. A classic is
Philip Schaff, Theological Propacdeutic: A
General Introduction to the Study of Theol-
ogy (New York: Scribner’s, 1893). Such an

INTRODUCTORY HANDBOOK to an entire
discipline hardly exists today.

In biblical studies “introduction” (Ger-
man Einleitunyg)is a genre pioneered in the
eighteenth century. Biblical introduction
outlines authorship, audience, purpose and
argument of individual books of the Bible.

Not enough reference works function
as INTRODUCTIONS and hardly any func-
tion as primers. Among intermediate IN-
TRODUCTIONS, COMPANIONS flourish in
Britain, just as Jewish GLOSSARIES do in the
United States. Both shine as self-teachers.
O Examples

116 (1969, 1983) Alan Richardson,
ed., A Dictionary of Chvistian Theology

191 (1991) Rabbi Joseph Telushkin,
Jewish Litevacy

303 (1993) Jennifer Bothamley, ed.,
Dictionary of Theovies
See COMPANION, GLOSSARY.

14. LEXICON Used in English as a syno-
nym for DICTIONARY, the term is used in
German (and in this glossary) to denote a
specialized ENCYCLOPEDIA. A LEXICON as-
pires to greater thoroughness (Griind-
lichkeit) than a DICTIONARY, just as the
latter aspires to greater thoroughness than
a GLOSSARY. A monumental work like 159
Joseph Strayer, ed., Dictionary of the Mid-
dle Ages, 13 vols. (1982-89) would be
called a LEXICON (or more precisely a REAL-
LEXIKON) in German.
O Examples

158 (1977-) Lexikon des Mittelalters.
Volume 7 4/5 had reached the entry “Ser-
vatius” in 1995.

6 (1987, 1992) Hans Waldenfels,
ed., Lexikon dev Religionen
See  DICTIONARY, ENCYCLOPEDIA, REAL-
LEXIKON.

15. MEGA-ENCYCLOPEDIA A multi-
volume ENCYCLOPEDIA that aspires to ex-
haust a specialized subject. Since the 1890s
French scholars have edited no fewer than
eight Catholic MEGA-ENCYCLOPEDIAS, each
in seven to thirty volumes, while teams of
scholars in pre-1933 Germany and pre-
1939 America produced at least five Jewish
MEGA-ENCYCLOPEDIAS, such as culminated
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in the Israclt Encyclopaedia Judaica
(1972). Massive length, overwhelming
bibliographies and minute erudition (often
quoting at length from original languages)
characterize these works, whose length
saves them from the self-parody of MENIP-
PEAN SATIRE. The latter erupts mainly in
formats too small to permit genuine ex-
haustiveness.

MEGA-ENCYCLOPEDIAS betray audacity,
not to say megalomania. As André Jacob
remarks in the Avant-Propos of 289 Ency-
clopédie philosophique universelle (1989-
92), such vastness evokes a grandeur that
is “theocentric” (1: xx). In other words,
MEGA-ENCYCLOPEDIAS inspire an awe rival-
ing that owed to God. For amplification see
the overview to 2.9.2 “Churches and De-
nominations: Roman Catholicism.”

O Examples

134 (1912-) Alfred Baudrillart et al.,
eds., Dictionnaire d’histoive et de géog-
vaphie ecclésiastiques. Volume 25 reached
the entry INDE in 1995.

(1928-34) Jakob Klatzkin, ed., Ency-
clopaedia Judaica: Das Judentum in
Geschichte und Gegenwart. This unfin-
ished masterpiece reached LYR at volume
10.

See ENCYCLOPEDIA, REALLEXIKON.

16. MENIPPEAN SATIRE A genre of
encyclopedic posturing defined by
Northrop Frye in The Anatomy of Criticism
(1957). Menippus, a Greek slave who lived
around 280 B.CE., gave his name to an
omniumgatherum written by a boastful
polymath, who unfurls “maddened ped-
antry” in order to advance an idiosyncratic
view of a subject. Random collecting of
facts fuels “creative use of exhaustive eru-
dition,” such as Frye discerns in his favor-
ites: Erasmus, Voltaire and Laurence
Sterne. Whereas an ANATOMY is a single
volume claiming to survey a subject,
MENIPPEAN SATIRE is a technique for ma-
nipulating a surfeit of erudition, often re-
sulting in parody. Umberto Eco wields a
postmodern version of the technique in
novels like Foucanlt’s Pendulum (1988,
1989) and The Island of the Day Before
(1994, 1995). Disciplined use of lists

likewiseelevates109 Jockle, Encyclopedia
of Saints (1995). Unfortunately, heedless
cramming of too much into too little
space can degenerate into unconscious
MENIPPEAN SATIRE, as happens in certain
articles of 286 Joachim Ritter, ed., His-
torisches Worterbuch dev Philosophie
(1971-) or 260 Barbara G. Walker, The
Woman’s Encyclopedia of Myths and Se-
crets (1983). MENIPPEAN SATIRE is a vice
of encyclopedists. Overeagerness soon
palls.

For examples see ANATOMY.

17. PHENOMENOLOGY The disci-
pline of classifying phenomena, religious or
otherwise, collected from a spectrum of
cultures and used to enliven a novel taxon-
omy. Confessionally and culturally neutral,
such orchestration of the seemingly incom-
patible tends to foster HANDBOOKS. From
time to time MENIPPEAN SATIRE may creep
in. Embodying a novel tour d’horizon, phe-
nomenologies of religion can be more
comprehensive than anything but a MEGA-
ENCYCLOPEDIA. Jacques Waardenburg ex-
plains the method in Reflections on the
Study of Relygion (The Hague: Mouton,
1978), and Annemarie Schimmel consum-
mates it in 206 Deciphering the Signs of
God: A Phenomenological Approach to Islam
(Albany: SUNY Press, 1994).

The two introductions to this Recent
Reference Books in Religion apply the disci-
pline of phenomenology not to religions
but to reference books about them.

O Examples

(1918, 1932) Friedrich Heiler, On
Prayer

(1933, 1948) Gerardus van der
Leeuw, Phenomenology of Religion

(1954) Winston L. King, Introduc-
tion to Religion

(1960) W. Brede Kristensen, The
Meaning of Religion

18. PHILOSOPHICAL DICTION-
ARY A collection of essays on basic cate-
gories written by a single author in order
to unsettle opinion. Intended for a wide
public, the essays usually follow alphabeti-
cal order and tackle pivotal ideas or per-
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sons. There is no bibliography. Pioneered
by Pierre Bayle (1647-1706) in his Dic-
tionnaire historique et critique (1695-97),
the genre was perfected by Voltaire in his
Dictionnaire philosophique (1764). As be-
fits a vehicle of the French Enlightenment,
a PHILOSOPHICAL DICTIONARY stems not
from cranks but from masters who deploy
common sense and wit in order to preach
radicality. Jaroslav Pelikan pushed the
genre beyond its secular roots by meditat-
ing on the history of Christian thought.
Since a REVISIONIST LEXICON likewise fos-
ters radical rethinking, his 35 Melody of
Theology belongs to that genre too. One
wishes that savants like John Macquarrie,
Martin Marty and Paul Ricoeur would
emulate Pelikan in the way that René La-
tourelle hasin 48 Dictionary of Fundamen-
tal Theology (1990, 1994). As a bonus,
dialogues in 306 Daisaku Ikeda and Bryan
Wilson, Human Values in a Changing
World (1984, 1987) frequently attain this
standard.
O Examples

243 (1976, 1991) Claude Durix,
Cent Clés pour comprendve le zen

(1986, 1988) Milan Kundera,
“Sixty-three Words,” in The Art of the
Novel, pp. 121-53

35 (1988) Jaroslav Pelikan, The Mel-
ody of Theology: A Philosophical Diction-
ary

48 (1990, 1994) René Latourelle
and Rino Fisichella, eds., Dictionary of
Fundamental Theology. Thirty-six articles
by Latourelle comprise a PHILOSOPHICAL
DICTIONARY.
See REVISIONIST LEXICON.

19. REALLEXIKON (REALENZY-
KLOPADIE) A German type of historical
LEXICON that inventories tangibles—per-
sons, places, objects and practices—but
omits abstract terms and mythical or theo-
logical beings. Vigorously antirevisionist, it
delineates entities that have enjoyed tangi-
ble existence (vealia) as distinct from those
that humans have imagined (¢.g., myths,
deities, metaphors, methods). If a REAL-
LEXIKON treats myths, it traces function
and reception in preference to origins or

psychology. Paying homage to the ascer-
tainable, a REALLEXIKON canvasses people,
places, institutions and customs but shuns
ideas, myths, abstract terms and debates
about methodology. The latter two crop
up in a HANDBOOK. In separating fact from
value, a REALLEXIKON ignores postmod-
ernism. In practice a REALLEXIKON favors
archeology over theology, biography over
methodology, and works of art over ico-
nography. It aspires to exhaustiveness, par-
ticularly in bibliography. Oddly enough,
there has been only one REALLEXIKON of
saints: 109 Jockle, Encyclopedia of Saints
(1995). Although no equivalent term ex-
istsin English, multivolume REALLEXIKONS
flourish among historians, particularly me-
dievalists. An obsession with verifying fact
while dispelling rumination exalts the
modern above the postmodern.
O Examples

151 (1950-) Theodor Klauser, ed.,
Reallexikon fiir Antike und Christen-
tum, 16 vols. to date (“Jesaja”). This
MEGA-ENCYCLOPEDIA incorporates more
speculation than most.

159 (1982-89) Joseph Strayer, ed.,
Dictionary of the Middle Ages, 13 vols.

58 (1990) Watson E. Mills, ed., Mes-
cer Dictionary of the Bible

144 (1991) Alexander P. Kashdan,
ed., The Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium,
3 vols.
See ENCYCLOPEDIA, LEXICON.

20. REVISIONIST LEXICON A spe-
cialized LEXICON whose contributors re-
think foundations of a field. Whereas a
LEXICON digests received wisdom, a REVI-
SIONIST LEXICON reappraises it. By reshap-
ing knowledge in light of avant-garde
scholarship, such a work aims to transform
a field or even launch a new one, often on
behalf of a new generation. The wit of
Judaism favors these endeavors, whereas
the sobriety of Islam does not. By defini-
tion a REALLEXIKON eschews REVISIONISM,
while a COMPENDIUM or HANDBOOK favors
it. In kindred fashion, a PHILOSOPHICAL
DICTIONARY rouses a single author to re-
think basics. Almost invariably, a HAND-
BOOK OF BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION
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provokes REVISIONISM. Since the mid-
1980s numerous reference books have un-
dertaken to disentangle the “blurring of
genres” that has engulfed fields like ecu-
menism, biblical studies, liturgical studies
and Judaic studies. No work in English
does this more cogently than 48 Latourelle
and Fisichella, eds., Dictionary of Funda-
mental Theology (1990, 1994). Christian
history has elicited REVISIONISM in LEXI-
CONS like 125 Gisel, Encyclopédie du pro-
testantisme (1995) and COMPENDIA like
166 Lippy and Williams, eds., Encyclopedia
of American Religions Experience (1988).
Provided that accuracy persists, all these
genres make radicality a virtue.
O Examples

300 (1986, 1989) Francois Chitelet
et al., eds., Dictionnaire des oenvres poli-
tiques

181 (1987) Arthur A. Cohen and
Paul Mendes-Flohr, eds., Contemporary
Jewish Religious Thought

21 (1988) Stewart Sutherland et al.,
eds., The World’s Religions

112 (1990) Peter E. Fink, S.]J., ed.,
The New Dictionary of Sacvamental Wor-
ship

(1995) Richard Wightman Fox and
James T. Kloppenberg, eds., A Compan-
ion to American Thought
See LEXICON, PHILOSOPHICAL DICTIONARY.

21. TEXTBOOX An INTRODUCTION to a
field intended for classroom use and laid
out in ascending order of difficulty. By
serving beginners, a TEXTBOOK differs from
a HANDBOOK, which addresses advanced
scholars, and from a COMPENDIUM, which

recruits a team of authors and arranges
essays in a sequence other than that of
difficulty. A TEXTBOOK for beginners is
called a primer. Usually American TEXT-
BOOKS are more elementary than French or
German ones. TEXTBOOKS may append a
brief GLOSSARY.
O Examples

(1989) Ninian Smart, The World’s
Religions

311 (1991) David Wulff, Psychology
of Religion. Achieves the thoroughness of
a HANDBOOK within the format of a TEXT-
BOOK.
See COMPANION, INTRODUCTION.

22. WHO’S WHO A DICTIONARY of cap-
sule biographies, arranged alphabetically.
Typically it consists of commissioned arti-
cles with bibliography. Such a DICTIONARY
of persons may or may not include the
living. A beloved genre, a WHO’S WHO may
stand independently or be interspersed
among entries of a DICTIONARY or ENCY-
CLOPEDIA. The discipline of HAGIOGRAPHY
generates a WHO'S WHO of saints, just as
study of mythology elicits a WHO'S WHO of
mythical beings.
O Examples

148 (1986, 1988) J[ohn] N[orman]
D[avidson] Kelly, The Oxford Dictionary
of Popes

38 (1990, 1992) John Bowden,
Who’s Who in Theology

9 (1991) John R. Hinnells, ed.,
Who’s Who of World Religions

(1992, 1993) Michael Jordan, Ency-
clopedia of Gods
See HAGIOGRAPHY.
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DIRECTORY OF
REFERENCE BOOKS
IN RELIGIOUS
STUDIES

HOW TO USE THE DIRECTORY OF
REFERENCE BOOKS

OVERVIEW This directory assesses over
three hundred reference books that schol-
ars in religious studies find useful. Al-
though emphasis falls on works published
since 1980, older classics are included, par-
ticularly French MEGA-ENCYCLOPEDIAS and
a few pioneering volumes that retain their
appeal. Pivotal works are characterized un-
der four headings: “Scope,” “Strengths,”
“Weaknesses” and “Competitors.” Eng-
lish-language works of lesser interest are
assessed under a single heading, “Cri-
tique.” All but the most imposing or most
accessible French and German works are
treated in this briefer fashion. Each entry
concludes with a summary. Citations at the
head of each entry report on indexes, bib-
liography and illustrations. Entries are
numbered consecutively, and other refer-
ences to a title carry its entry number. In
addition, more than a hundred reference
works are cited that do not elicit an entry
of their own.

Assessments aim to be at once sober and
provocative. Certain reference works loom
unforgettably. Others prove their worth

over time, while still others blend into the
pack. A few are scarcely worth consulting.
The criteria that matter most include inclu-
sivity, imaginative planning, ratio of stellar
articles to perfunctory ones, frequency and
gravity of lacunae, adequacy of bibliog-
raphies and overall distinction. At the start
of each section an overview sketches par-
ticularities of that field and specifies criteria
of selection used for it. For example, the
abundance of 2.3.1 “Bible Dictionaries”
requires more rigorous selection than does
the relative paucity of 1.1 “Alphabetical
Reference Works” (as distinct from com-
PENDIA) on the world’s religions. The
overview also cites guides to reference lit-
erature in that field as well as masterpieces
of synthesis within it.

DEFINITIONS FROM THE GLOS-
SARY A major task of this directory is to
assign reference works to categories de-
fined in the glossary. The names of
twenty-two categories differentiated
there are printed in capital letters when-
ever they appear. By deploying defini-
tions rigorously, the directory initiates a
phenomenology of reference works and
their uses.
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DATES OF PUBLICATION Within
each section entries occur in chronological
order based on initial date of publication.
Where revision has been massive, a later
date determines placementin the time line.
Because so many reference works undergo
several editions (or translations), earliest
and latest dates are coupled (e.g., 259
[1981, 1991] Yves Bonnefoy and Wendy
Doniger, eds., Mythologies). Where an ear-
lier date is noted but does not dictate the
sequence, the form runs 56 ([1975] 1987)
Myers, ed., The Eerdmans Bible Dictionary.

CUTOFFE DATE The directory analyzes
works published through October 1995.

1 THE WORLD’S RELIGIONS

OVERVIEW: A LIBRARY CREATED
SINCE THE 1970s Scholarly study of
the world’s religions has exploded since the
1960s. Whether in English, French or Ger-
man, admirable works now canvass the
field, some in alphabetical format and oth-
ers in the guise of COMPENDIA. The task of
epitomizing the world’s religions lends it-
self to COMPENDIA, in which specialists
evoke a religion or a portion of one that
they know best. Although 5 Eliade, ed.,
The Encyclopedia of Religion, 16 vols.
(1987) established a benchmark, more
than a few one-volume LEXICONS and COM-
PENDIA surpass it in particular virtues. To
be sure, The Encyclopedia of Religion re-
mains indispensable, but it is surprisingly
uneven.

Given the range of information that
reference works on the world’s religions
must incorporate, it is astonishing how
many scholars have written entire volumes
singlehandedly. Among the best are GLOS-
SARIES by 1 Parrinder, 8 MacGregor and
11 Hexham. A German classic in this mold
is Alfred Bertholet (1868-1951), Worter-
buch der Religionen (1952). No one has
digested older German scholarship more
adeptly. An idiosyncratic work of populari-
zation on Hinduism, Buddhism, Daoism,
Judaism, Christianity, Islam and the New
Age is Peter Occhiogrosso, The Joy of Sects:
A Spirited Guide to the World’s Religious

Traditions (New York: Doubleday, 1994).
On each religion it devises a GLOSSARY and
WHO’S WHO.

A WHO'Ss WHO of four thousand leaders
of religious bodies worldwide is Jon C.
Jenkins, International Biographical Dic-
tionary of Religions (Miinchen: K.G. Saur,
1994). Indexed by country, religion and
organization, the volume also supplies
mailing addresses.

A major DICTIONARY appeared too late
to analyze: Jonathan Z. Smith, ed., The
HavrperCollins Dictionary of Religion (San
Francisco: Harper, 1995). Its eleven hun-
dred pages promise thirty-one hundred
unsigned entries by over three hundred
authorities. Eleven feature articles survey
major traditions, but there is no bibliog-
raphy.

1.1 ALPHABETICAL REFERENCE
BOOKS (GLOSSARIES, LEXICONS
AND ENCYCLOPEDIAS)

LIST OF WORKS ANALYZED

1 (1971) Geoffrey Parrinder, A Dic-
tionary of Non-Christian Religions
(Amersham: Hulton Educational Books;
Philadelphia: Westminster, 1971).

30 (1976-) Gerhard Miiller, ed.,
Theologische Realenzyklopidie, 24 vols. to
date (Berlin: de Gruyter, 1976-). Analyzed
under 2.1 “Christianity: General.”

2 (1981, 1989) Keith Crim, ed., The
Abingdon Dictionary of Living Religions
(Nashville: Abingdon, 1981); reprinted
without alteration as The Perennial Dic-
tionary of World Religions (San Francisco:
Harper & Row, 1989)

3 (1984, 1995) John R. Hinnells,
ed., The Penguin Dictionary of Religions
(New York: Viking Penguin, 1984); 2d
ed., New Dictionary of Religions (Oxford:
Blackwell Reference, 1995)

4 (1984, 1993) Paul Poupard, ed.,
Dictionnaive des veligions (Paris: Presses
Universitaires de France, 1984; 3d ed. in 2
vols., 1993)

5 (1987) Mircea Eliade, editor in
chief, The Encyclopedia of Religion, 16
vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1987)

6 (1987, 1992) Hans Waldenfels,



Directory of Reference Books in Religious Studies 41

ed., Lexikon der Religionen: Phino-
mene—Geschichte—Ideen (Freiburg: Her-
der, 1987)

7 (1988-) Hubert Cancik, Burkhard
Gladigow and Matthias Laubscher,
eds., Handbuch religionswissenschaft-
licher Grundbegriffe, 5 vols. planned
(Stuttgart: Kohlhammer, 1988-)

8 (1989, 1991) Geddes MacGregor,
Dictionary of Religion and Philosophy
(New York: Paragon House, 1989)

9 (1991) John R. Hinnells, ed.,
Who’s Who of World Religions (London:
Macmillan, 1991; New York: Simon &
Schuster, 1992)

10 (1991) Mircea Eliade and Ioan P.
Couliano with Hillary S. Wiesner, The
Eliade Guide to World Religions (San
Francisco: Harper, 1991)

11 (1993) Irving Hexham, Concise
Dictionary of Religion (Downers Grove,
Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 1993)

12 (1993) Jan Knappert, The Encyclo-
paedia of Middle Eastevn Mythology and
Religion (Shaftesbury, U.K., and Rock-
port, Mass.: Element, 1993)

13 (1994) Michael Pye, ed., The Con-
tinuum Dictionary of Religion (New
York: Crossroad /Continuum, 1994)

14 (1994) Ian Harris et al., eds.,
Longman Guide to Living Religions
(London: Longman Current Affairs,
1994)

ANALYSIS OF WORKS

1 (1971) Geoffrey Parrinder, A Dic-
tionavy of Non-Christian Religions
(Amersham: Hulton Educational Books;
Philadelphia: Westminster, 1971); reprint,
Hulton, 1981; 320 pages; bibliography,
pp- 318-20; about one hundred line draw-
ings and black-and-white photographs in
the text; out of print in the United States.
O Scope This GLOSSARY furnishes about
twenty-five hundred brief articles on dei-
ties, myths, leaders, scriptures, practices,
art genres and holy places of all non-Chris-
tian religions. The WHO’S WHO encom-
passes founders and major teachers but
only a few scholars (e.g., Frazer and Tylor).
There is a general bibliography at the end
of the book, but there are no bibliographies

attached to entries. No entry is longer than
halfa column, but all are lucid and authori-
tative. Cross-references abound, as do
comparisons between religions (e.g.,
“Gnosis” to “Jnana,” “Haoma” to
“Soma,” “Swastika” as used among Jains,
ancient Romans and the Bén religion).
This INTRODUCTION never fails to illumi-
nate.

O Strengths This is at once the best written
and most stimulating GLOSSARY on the
world’s religions (other than Christianity)
yet published. In essence it is a compact
REALLEXIKON. Every region, period and
major development is referenced. Extinct
religions (e.g., Norse, Celtic, Egyptian)
win equal coverage with living ones (in-
cluding Maori, Australian and African).
Ancient Greek myths and Jewish practices
elicit glowing treatment. The capsule sum-
maries, fashioned in ten to twenty lines,
could hardly be bettered. Comparative ar-
ticles include “Calendar,” “Fasting,”
“Fire,” “Flood” and “Relic.” Omission of
Christianity allows other religions to
emerge from under its shadow.

O Weaknesses Although this GLOSSARY
boasts encyclopedic range, it is not an EN-
CYCLOPEDIA. In general, it expounds con-
troversies and technical terms less deeply
than 2 Crim, ed., The Perennial Dictionary
of World Religions (1981, 1989). Withal,
Parrinder narrates the history of concepts
like animism, magic, mana and taboo, but
he omits technical terms like creed, scrip-
ture and liturgy. Lack of individual bibliog-
raphies obliges one to turn to 21
Sutherland et al., eds., The World’s Relig-
tons (1988) or 6 Waldenfels, ed., Lexikon
der Religionen (1987,1992). A pronuncia-
tion guide to foreign terms would have
been helpful. For this see 2 Crim, ed., The
Perennial Dictionary of Living Religions
(1981, 1989). Apart from omitting bibli-
ographies and eschewing controversies,
this volume has scarcely gone out of date.
O Competitors As a GLOSSARY of non-
Christian religions, the Dictionary of Non-
Christian Religions has no peer. As a first
reference on non-Christian religions, it
nicely complements 8 MacGregor, Dic-
tionary of Religion and Philosophy (1989,
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1991), which stresses Christianity. An ob-
vious competitor is 13 Pye, ed., The Con-
tinuum Dictionary of Religion (1994),
which has briefer entries and includes
Christianity but lacks a winsome style. 2
Crim, ed., The Perennial Dictionary of
World Religions (1981, 1989) is a LEXI-
CON, not a GLOSSARY, and probes contro-
versies in some depth. 6 Waldenfels, ed.,
Lexikon der Religionen (1987, 1989) com-
pares religions even more systematically
and includes Christianity. An older classic,
Alfred Bertholet, Worterbuch der Re-
ligionen (Stuttgart: Kroner, 1952) digests
older German scholarship (on all religions)
with acumen worthy of Parrinder. None of
these works, however, match Parrinder in
deftness. He untangles complexity effort-
lessly.

O Summary No other INTRODUCTORY
GLOSSARY offers such piquant comparisons
across continents and centuries. A master
epitomizer scintillates.

30 (1976-) Gerhard Miiller, ed.,
Theologische Realenzyklopidie, 24 vols. to
date (Berlin: de Gruyter, 1976-). Analyzed
under 2.1 “Christianity: General.” This
MEGA-ENCYCLOPEDIA encompasses the
world’s religions (including new religious
movements like Cao Dai) in lengthy arti-
cles with multilingual bibliographies that
are the fullest anywhere.

2 (1981, 1989) Keith Crim, ed., The
Abingdon Dictionary of Living Religions
(Nashville: Abingdon, 1981); reprinted
without alteration in paperback as The Per-
ennial Dictionary of World Religions (San
Francisco: Harper & Row, 1989); xviii &
830 pp.; no index; colored maps between
pp. 814 and 815; many diagrams, charts
and black-and-white photographs in the
text.

O Scope This splendid LEXICON of all living
religions contains over sixteen hundred
signed articles by 161 contributors. Three
functions may be distinguished: (1) a
WHO’SWHO of founders, leaders, rulers and
scholars is combined with (2) a GLOSSARY
of doctrines (from both Asian and Euro-
pean languages), practices, and events and
with (3) a REALLEXIKON of scriptures,
movements and art forms. Places are omit-

ted (except within articles that survey the
spread of major religions). Entries vary in
length from a few lines to cighteen pages
on “Hinduism,” twenty on “Islam” and
twenty-five on “Buddhism.” Longer arti-
cles append brief English-language bibli-
ographies, and cross-references abound.
Foreign words and names carry a pronun-
ciation guide. The writing flows and some-
times sparkles, as in Robert Ellwood on
“Demons, Demonology,” Winston King
on “Meditation, Buddhist” and Gordon
Newby on “Muhammad.”

O Strengths This remains the most detailed
single-volume LEXICON in English on liv-
ing religions. During the late 1970s schol-
ars (chiefly from North America) were
recruited to expound their fields. Over-
views like those of Agehanada Bharati on
“Tantrism,” Khushwant Singh on “Sikh-
ism” and Miriam Levering on “Taoism,
Religious” stand out. Certain authorities
like Evan Zuesse on “African Traditional
Religions,” David Kinsley on “Goddess
(India),” David Knipe on “Sacrifice” and
Sam Gill on “Shamanism” and “Time”
penned fresh syntheses. Major scriptures
like the “Bhagavad Gita,” “Tao-te Ching”
and “Lotus Sutra” are not merely intro-
duced but expounded. Crosscultural arti-
cles on “Ancestor Veneration,” “Dance,
Sacred,” “Life Cycle Rites,” “Pilgrimage”
and “Soul, Spirit” synthesize the history of
scholarship.

O Weaknesses The abiding irritant is that
scholarship has moved on since the late
1970s. Except in very long articles, the
bibliographies are skeletal, and even these
are rapidly going out of date. They cry out
to be updated from 5 Eliade, ed., Encyclo-
pedia of Religion (1987), 10 Eliade and
Couliano, The Eliade Guide (1991) or 9
Hinnells, ed., Who’s Who of World Religions
(1991). Foreign-language bibliography
can be gleaned from 6 Waldenfels, ed.,
Lexikon der Relygionen (1987, 1992) and
4 Poupard, ed., Dictionnaire des religions
(1984, 1993). The decision to omit extinct
religions necessitates recourse to 3 Hin-
nells, ed., The Pengnin Dictionary of Relig-
ions (1984, 1995) and 10 The Elinde
Guide. The omission of cities (except in
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“Jerusalem” and “Hindu Sacred Cities”)
makes this fall short as a REALLEXIKON.

O Competitors As a LEXICON presenting
North American scholarship dating from
the late 1970s, The Perennial Dictionary
stands tall. Many of the authors wrote on
similar topics in 5 Eliade, ed., The Encyclo-
pedia of Religion (1987). No other single-
volume work in English recounts scholarly
debates in such variety or depth. Six times
longer than the largely British 3 Hinnells,
ed., The Penguin Dictionary of Religions
(1984, 1995), the earlier work is incompa-
rably fuller and unmistakably American in
style. In the former, however, an excellent
index facilitates access, whereas in the latter
one must grope. 9 Hinnells, ed., Who’s Who
of World Religions (1991) canvasses hun-
dreds of individuals (as well as recent bib-
liography) not referenced here. Jonathan
Z. Smith, ed., The HarperCollins Diction-
ary of Religion (1995) will no doubt tend
to supplant The Perennial.

O Summary This is the fullest one-volume
LEXICON in English of living religions. In-
termediate students will relish its scope,
while experts will savor the reflections on
methodology.

3 (1984, 1995) John R. Hinnells,
ed., The Penguin Dictionary of Religions
(New York: Viking Penguin, 1984); hard-
cover as The Facts on File Dictionary of
Religions (New York and London: Facts on
File, 1984); 550 pages; maps, pp. 365-80;
bibliography (arranged by religions), pp.
381-446; general index, pp. 465-550; a
few illustrations (of emblems). A second
enlarged edition with fourteen hundred
entries appeared as New Dictionary of Re-
ligions (Oxford and Cambridge, Mass.:
Blackwell Reference, 1995); 760 pages.
Analyzed on the basis of the 1984 edition.
O Scope This REALLEXIKON surveys all the
world’s religions, past and present. Al-
though the approximately twelve hundred
articles are unsigned, a list (pp. 9-10) iden-
tifies authors by subject. Bibliographies for
cach article are coded to a master bibliog-
raphy (pp. 381-446). An enormous range
covers movements, founders, doctrines,
scriptures, myths, religious orders, coun-
tries (but not cities) and cross-religious

categories. Apart from religious founders,
few individuals are featured (no writers or
scholars). The writing is concise and laced
with cross-references. An index of eighty-
five pages boasts about seven thousand
catchwords.

O Stremgths As a first reference to all relig-
ions, this volume is remarkably complete.
Twentieth-century developments within
traditional religions as well as new religions
are featured (e.g., “Anthroposophy,”
“Unification Church,” “Kimbanguist
Church”). The editor excels at elucidating
his own specialty, Zoroastrianism. Classi-
fied by topic, the bibliography includes
imaginative sections on “Magic and the
Occult,” “New Religious Movements,”
“Secular Alternatives to Religion” and
“Study of Religion.” History of the study
of religion emerges in articles like “Phe-
nomenology of Religion,” “Religion” and
“Sciences of Religion.” The bibliography
on “Study of Religion” is splendid.

O Weaknesses This is not a WHO’S WHO but
rather a REALLEXIKON of unusual compre-
hensiveness. Beginners will find many arti-
cles too condensed and too heavily
cross-referenced. Four pages of articles on
“Christianity,” “Christology” and the
“Church” are telegraphic. Bibliographies
are almost entirely in English.

O Competitors As an inexpensive DICTION-
ARY of the world’s religions, The Penguin
Dictionary of Religions holds its own. 2
Crim, ed., The Perennial Dictionary of
World Religions (1981, 1989) is about six
times longer and correspondingly deeper.
6 Waldenfels, ed., Lexikon der Religionen
(1987, 1992) offers fewer but longer en-
tries that deploy virtuosic comparisons and
multilingual bibliographies. 4 Poupard,
ed., Dictionnaive des religions (1984,
1993) stresses history of scholarship on
persons, places, methods and religions
(both living and extinct). As a GLOSSARY for
beginners, 1 Parrinder, A Dictionary of
Non-Christian Religions (1971) remains
unexcelled. The omission of individuals in
The Penguin Dictionary is compensated in
the editor’s own 9 Who'’s Who of World
Religions (1991), which offers greater so-
phistication and originality as well as a



44

Recent Reference Books in Religion

larger bibliography.

O Summary As a pendant to the COMPEN-
DIUM 18 Hinnells, A Handbook of Living
Religions (1984), The Penguin Dictionary
furnishes basic information about every-
thing except persons.

4 (1984, 1993) Paul Poupard, ed.,
Dictionnaive des religions (Paris: Presses
Universitaires de France, 1984); xiv &
1838 pages; 3d ed. in 2 vols. (Paris: Presses
Universitaires de France, 1993); 2218
pages; two indexes (analytic and thematic
but not persons), pp. 2191-2218; general
bibliography, pp. 2167-78.

O Critique This magisterial LEXICON
originated at the Institut Catholique dut-
ing the early 1980s. Its editor, now a car-
dinal, pinpoints the range by listing
omissions: “A Dictionary of religions is not
a dictionary of irreligion or atheism, nor of
esotericism or sects; neither is it a diction-
ary of mythology or philosophy, nor a
dictionary of the Bible or of Catholic the-
ology” (p. vi). Long articles signed by 187
(mostly French) contributors canvass the
history of the world’s religions and include
massive bibliographies. Regional coverage
is unrivaled, offering, for example, no less
than seven pages each on “Madagascar”
and “Magyars.” A WHO’S WHO encom-
passes scholars of religion (particularly
French ones), and articles on methodology
cut deep. Jacques Vidal, for example, offers
a unique two pages on “Tillich et Eliade.”
The writing is often brilliant, and the bib-
liographies are superb. French talent for
scanning the horizon complements 3
Crim, ed., The Perennial Dictionary of
World Religions (1981, 1989) and 5
Eliade, ed., The Encyclopedia of Religion
(1987). More American libraries should
obtain this work.

O Summary This is the fullest LEXICON (as
distinct from a MEGA-ENCYCLOPEDIA) of
the world’s religions. No more insightful
overview of persons, methods, regions and
religions exists. The WHO’SWHO of scholars
will thrill anyone interested in the history
of the field.

5 (1987) Mircea Eliade, editor in
chief, The Encyclopedia of Religion, 16
vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1987; smaller

format edition, 1993); about 500 pages
per vol., 9112 pages overall; vol. 16 lists
the 300 contributors and provides a “Sy-
noptic Outline of Contents” and detailed
index. Maps, diagrams and a very few illus-
trations throughout. A less expensive re-
print appeared in 1993.

0 Scope This grandest MEGA-ENCYCLOPE-
DIA of religions and methods in religious
studies surpasses all others in range of cov-
crage (whether geographical, historical or
methodological), incisiveness of many (if
not all) articles, and attention to method-
ology. Virtually any issue within any of the
world’s religions is mentioned somewhere
in the 2,734 articles and in the index.
History of the study of religion elicits arti-
cles on 150 individual scholars as well as on
topics like “Study of Religion,” “Religion
and Psychology Movement,” “Dyna-
mism” and “Animism.” Eighteen different
religious traditions command articles sur-
veying the history of the study of that field
crowned by Jacques Waardenburg on “Is-
lamic Studies.” Authorities of the early to
mid-1980s do not mirror the standpoint of
Mircea Eliade to the same degree as do
those in 23 Ries, ed., Traté d’anthropolo-
gie du sacré (1992-). Multilingual bibliog-
raphies are ample and often provocative
but overlook reference works.

O Strengths Exhaustive coverage is the
great asset. One can turn to the index in
the assurance that The Encyclopedia of Re-
ligion will say something (with bibliog-
raphy) on almost any topic, great or small.
Information about scholars and history of
separate fields is seldom duplicated else-
where, except perhaps in 4 Poupard, ed.,
Dictionnaive des veligions (1984, 1993).
Many articles on the religious significance
of natural and humanly made items are
highly original. These entries include parts
of the body (“Feet,” “Knees”), animals
(“Elephants,” “Foxes,” “Pigs”), places
(“Crossroads, “Gardens,” “Lakes”) and
implements (“Drums,” “Horn,” “Jade,”
“Masks” and “Webs and Nets”). Scholarly
terms get expounded in historical depth
(e.g., “Axis Mundi,” “Fetishism,” “Trick-
sters”), Nearly every article surpasses
everything except articles found in the
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most specialized or gigantic reference
works like the Catholic MEGA-ENCYCLOPE-
DIAS or 198 Gibb, ed., Encyclopaedia of
Islawm (1960-). In subfields where few if any
reference works exist (e.g., Pacific relig-
ions, African religions or South American
religions), The Encyclopedia of Religion re-
mains indispensable. A few articleslike Paul
Ricoeur’s on “Historiography,” Raimundo
Panikkar’s on “Deity” and Richard Schech-
ner’s on “Drama” loom as masterpicces.
O WeaknessesIn such amonumental enter-
prise certain articles must disappoint. In
“Religion,” for example, Winston King
fails to provide a working definition of the
key terms used by the Encyclopedia. More-
over, areader loses time learning toidentify
the most helpful articles. For instance,
Robert Nisbet writes perfunctorily on
“Civil Religion,” whereas Charles H. Long
deploys seven ideal types in “Popular Re-
ligion” and appends more than a page of
bibliography. Douglas A. Boon on “An-
thropology, Ethnology, and Religion”
does not delineate that field coherently,
whereas that very task is performed inci-
sively in Alan L. Miller on “Power.” Arti-
cles on Islam skirt the challenge of
coordinating secular views with those of
Muslims. An abiding demerit is that in
surveying major religions, The Encyclopedia
of Religion too seldom achieves the highest
quality. In contrast to COMPENDIA, the Exn-
cyclopedia offers surprisingly few magiste-
rial articles to rank with, for example,
Henri-Charles Puech’s on “Manichéisme”
or Jean Doresse’s on “La Gnose” in 16
Puech, ed., Histoire des veligions (1970-
76). To be sure, many articles on cruxes of
methodology sparkle, such as Ugo Bian-
chi’s on “History of Religions,” Carsten
Colpe’s on “Sacred and Profane” and
“Syncretism,” Evan Zuesse’s on “Ritual”
and Paul Valliére’s on “Tradition.” Bibli-
ographies excel at citing monographs but
too often neglect COMPENDIA. A searching
critique of The Encyclopedin of Religion by
seven British scholars appeared in Religions
Studies 24 (1988): 3-64.

O Competitors The only English-language
rival is a venerable MEGA-ENCYCLOPEDIA,
James Hastings, ed., Encyclopaedia of Re-

ligion and Erhics(Edinburgh: T & T Clark,
1908-22). Although the latter is more co-
pious on perhaps most topics, on very few
doesitremain superior. On too many issues
it is simply outdated. Alfonso di Nola, ed.,
Enciclopedia delle religioni, 6 vols.
(Florence: Vallecchi, 1970-76) offers more
detail on many matters (particularly in an-
thropology) but predates the revolutions
in methodology of the 1970s. Issues of
Christian ecumenism that are emphasized
by 46 Lossky et al., eds., Dictionary of the
Ecumenical Movement (1991) receive scant
attention in The Encyclopedia of Religion.
31 Miiller, ed., Theologische Realenzyk-
lopidie (1976-) offers lengthier articles and
fuller bibliographies while covering fewer
figures and movements (particularly from
non-Christian religions). Weightier intro-
ductions to major religions may be found
in 21 Sutherland et al., eds., The World’s
Religions (1988) and 16 Puech, ed., His-
toive desreligions (1970-76). Regarding the
history of the study of the world’s religions,
the chiefrival is 7 Cancik et al., eds., Hand-
buch religionswissenschaftlicher Grundbe-
griffe, 5 vols. (1988-). It is more compre-

hensive and often more penetrating. A spe-
cialist who wishes to gauge how The Ency-
clopedia of Religion has aged should
consult works like 9 Hinnells, ed., Who’s
Who of World Religions (1991), 62 Freed-
man, ed., The Anchor Bible Dictionary
(1992) and 4 Poupard, ed., Dictionnaire
des veligions (1984, 1993). Clusters of ar-
ticles from The Encyclopedia of Religion
have appeared separately in paperback. Ex-
amples include Robert M. Seltzer, ed., Ju-
daism: A People and Its History (New York:
Macmillan, 1989) and 247 Kitagawa and
Cummings, eds., Buddbism and Asian His-
tory (1989).

Q Summary This landmark MEGA-ENCY-
CLOPEDIA triumphs on history of scholar-
ship as well as basic categories but not
always on individual religions or controver-
sies. The bibliographies need to be up-
dated.

6 (1987, 1992) Hans Waldenfels,
ed., Lexikon dev Religionen: Phino-
mene—Geschichte—Ideen  (Freiburg:
Herder, 1987; paperback, 1992); xiv &



46

Recent Reference Books in Religion

737 pages; index, pp. 730-37; no general
bibliography. Analyzed on the basis of the
paperback edition, 1992.

O Scope This LEXICON of world religions
supplies signed articles by 126 (mostly
German) contributors. They canvass relig-
ions, movements, basic categories and
cross-religious comparisons but not per-
sons. More than any other single volume,
this one compares religions. Edited by a
Catholic theologian of world religions who
is an authority on Buddhism, the Lexikon
der Religionen restructures a Religionswis-
senschaftliches Worterbuch edited in 1956
by (Cardinal) Franz Kénig (b. 1905). The
latter’s surveys of Zoroastrianism and
Christianity survive. The writing achieves
marvels of compression, and the bibliog-
raphies (mostly in German) are up-to-date
but not always comprehensive.

0O Strengths This work boasts the meatiest
comparisons of world religions to be found
in any single volume. In about fifty articles,
the views of six to eight world religions on
a given topic are juxtaposed in subentries
written by experts on each. Entries on
“Man” [Mensch], “Marriage/Family,”
“Salvation” [Heil], “Cult,” “Sacrifice,”
“Ethics” and “Guilt/Sin” run ten pages
each and include six to nine subentries. A
twenty-one page entry on “God” packs ten
subentries on the following religions: in-
digenous religions, extinct religions (in-
cluding Egyptian, Babylonian, Greek,
Roman and Ugaritic), Judaism, Christian-
ity, Islam, Hinduism and Buddhism. Noth-
ing similar exists anywhere else.

Five-page comparisons address such
topics as “Underworld,” “Image,” “Be-
lief,” “Grace,” “Priest” and “Soul.” Each
of the world’s major religions commands
an entry, usually of five to ten pages. Wil-
helm K. Miiller’s eight pages excel on fun-
damentals of Buddhism, as do Michael von
Briick’s eleven pages on its spread. There
are four pages on “Shinto” and two on
“Chinese Religiosity.” Franz Konig’s
cleven pages on Christianity (revised by
Jacob Kremer) treat origin, history and
self-understanding in a tour de force of
epitomizing. Even more stimulaung are
articles on “Magic,” “Eros and Religion,”

“Matriarchy/Patriarchy” and “Syncre-
tism.” An article on “New Religious Move-
ments” (in the West) interprets them as
guru-movements that derive ultimately
from India. Cargo cults are treated as “Cri-
sis-Cults” [Krisenkulte], and Cao Dai elic-
its a full entry. Methodology unleashes a
sequence on nine disciplines: geography,
history, criticism, phenomenology, phi-
losophy, psychology, sociology, statistics
and theology ofreligion (pp. 539-59). Bib-
liographies cite mainly German works,
often specifying entries in Galling, ed., Die
Religion in Geschichte und Gegenwart, 3d
ed. (1956-63) and 31 Miiller, ed., Theolo-
gische Realenzyklopidie (1976-).

O Weaknesses As befits a German LEXICON,
this is a specialized ENCYCLOPEDIA that
stipulates what it does and does not cover.
This one encompasses religious move-
ments and ideas but not persons or scrip-
tures. There is no WHO’S WHO of persons
(except founders like the Buddha, Jesus
and Moses) or deities (except one or two
like Vishnu). Art and literature receive no
mention. Moreover, the editor excluded
threc arcas that concern primarily Chris-
tians: liturgics, dogmatics and ecumenism.
A synoptic table of contents would have
listed entries on a given religion, as is done
in 9 Hinnells, ed., Who’s Who of World
Religions (1991). A high degree of com-
pression makes this LEXICON unsuitable for
beginners.

O Competitors The Lexikon der Religionen
excels at elucidating categories and com-
paring their manifestations in East and
West. It has no rival for articles that align
six or eight religions under a single head-
ing. To a certain extent, it miniaturizes 5
Eliade, ed., The Encyclopedia of Religion
(1987) but lacks the latter’s WHO’S WHO,
histories of disciplines and international
contributors. In Waldenfels’s Lexzkon Ger-
man scholarship nicely complements
American scholarship in 2 Crim, ed., The
Perennial Dictionary of World Religions
(1981, 1989). Almost twice as long, the
latter dispenses much more data on Asian
religions (and art) but fewer comparisons.
4 Poupard, ed., Dictionnaire des religions
(1984, 1993) encompasses persons as well
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as methods and expatiates on the history of
scholarship. In contrast to American
works, Waldenfels’s deemphasizes myth
and recruits few Jewish contributors
(chiefly Johann Maier and R. J. Zwi Wer-
blowsky). Another American competitor is
34 Gentz, ed., The Dictionary of Bible and
Religion (1986), which runs more than
twice as long. Its articles on religions of the
world (particularly China and India) hit
home but lack cross-religious comparisons.
Those who seek more intensive scholarship
on methodology and history of categories
should consuit 7 Cancik et al., eds., Hand-
buch religionswissenschaftlicher Grundbe-
griffe (1988-).

O Summary As the premier LEXICON of
comparisons among religions, the Lexikon
der Religionen conceptualizes ingeniously.
It digests German scholarship on the
world’s religions.

7 (1988-) Hubert Cancik, Burkhard
Gladigow and Matthias Laubscher,
eds., Handbuch veligionswissenschaft-
licher Grundbegriffe, planned in 5 vols.
(Stuttgart: Kohlhammer, 1988-); vol. 1
(1988), 504 pages; vol. 2 (1990), 500
pages; vol. 3 (1993), 488 pages (through
Kult); no index; no general bibliography.
O Scope This magisterial HANDBOOK origi-
nated in the early 1970s. Scrupulously
planned, it recruits mostly German scholars
to explicate several hundred key terms in
religious studies. In addition to four and a
quarter volumes of a LEXICON, volume 1
opens with a COMPENDIUM of eleven arti-
cles on the history of the field as a whole as
well as nine component disciplines. At-
tached are two brief WHO’S WHOS, one on
scholars of religion (1:272-301) and an-
other on philosophers (1:333-83). As ex-
plained in the introduction (1:19),
alphabetical entries come in three sizes: (1)
brief explanations of technical terms like
“Agon” or “Charisma” as well as outdated
ones like “Animism” and “Fetishism”; (2)
intermediate articles on terms touching
specific religions like “Anti-Semitism” or
“Demon” and (3) major articles on generic
concepts like “Asceticism” or “Family” as
well as on methodological cruxes like “His-
toricism” or “Homo religiosus.” All entries

recount the history of the term, expound
theoretical debates and include massive
multilingual bibliography. The writing is
clear, if occasionally telegraphic, and the
bibliographies nonpareil. No other work
explores the tool kit of religious studies so
painstakingly.

O Strengths This HANDBOOK coordinates
insights from three disparate approaches:
the social sciences, philosophy and history
of religion. By sifting nearly every concept
through this triple grid, the book gratifies
social scientists, philosophers and histori-
ans alike. To this end, the COMPENDIUM in
volume 1 supplies magisterial surveys, no-
tably Karl-Heinz Kohl’s forty-five-page
“History of Religionswissenschaft.” Like-
wise Gerhard Schlatter’s forty-page history
of “Ethnology of Religion” covers all
schools. Writing on “Culture and Relig-
ion,” Dario Sabbatucci argues that to dis-
solve religion into culture succeeds for
ethnic and tribal religions but not for pro-
phetic ones (1:57-58). Hubert Cancik and
Hubert Mohr delineate a field that remains
all but unknown among English speakers,
“Aesthetics of Religion.” It embraces
semiotics, symbolism, study of gestures
and theory of the beautiful. Under the
rubric “Didactics of Religionswissenschaft”
an innovative essay plots strategies for
teaching. Four articles on philosophy,
however, are cursory.

The heart of the enterprise is four and a
quarter volumes of LEXICON. Entries on
major concepts like “Communication,”
“Identity” and “Anthropogony/Cosmog-
ony” divide into subsections on history of
the concept, typology and case studies. The
entry on “Anxiety,” for example, examines
medical symptoms, theory in Kierkegaard
and Freud, and examples from tribes,
Greek antiquity, the Bible and existential-
ism. Comparisons shuttle along this spec-
trum. The article on “Aggression”
suggests medical applications and then ex-
pounds theory in Alfred Adler, Nietzsche,
Freud, Lacan and Norbert Elias before
sifting examples from ancient Greece as
viewed by Walter Burkert and René Girard.
Carsten Colpe’s dissection of “the Holy”
(3:80-99) ranks as perhaps the most imagi-
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native on this debate in any reference book.
Although scheduled to appear eight years
apart, the earliest volume deploys cross-
references to the final one. This HAND-
BOOK comprises the ne plus ultra on history
and theory of methodology in religious
studies.

O Weaknesses The German notion of Re-
ligionswissenschaft as a cluster of intertwined
disciplines motivates this HANDBOOK.
Its sheer ambition may unsettle those who
do not welcome interdisciplinary cross-
over. Some may object to tying disciplines
into unfamiliar bundles like “Aesthetics of
Religion” or “Geography of Religion,”
while others may prefer to ignore the his-
tory of terminology altogether. Still others
may dismiss categories like “Conflict,”
“Crisis,” “Law” or “War” as banal. Al-
though clearly written, longer entries make
no cffort to help beginners. This becomes
a serious drawback because everyone re-
mains a beginner vis-a-vis some or even
many of the categories. By introducing
basics, Eric J. Sharpe’s Comparative Relig-
ton: A History (London: Duckworth, 1975;
2d ed., La Salle, IlI.: Open Court, 1986) and
more recently Walter H. Capps, Religious
Studies: The Making of a Discipline (Minnea-
polis: Fortress, 1995) help remedy this de-
fect, as does Jan de Vries (1890-1964),
Perspectives in the History of Religions[1961]
(Berkeley: University of California Press,
1967). This HANDBOOK has to be absorbed
slowly, over years. The field may require
decades to catch up with it. As regards for-
mat, volumes 2, 3 and 4 lack a table of
contents.

O Competitors This HANDBOOK is a classic
in the German manner. Its thoroughness,
originality and depth will daunt newcom-
ers. In elucidating concepts, dissecting
methods and narrating the history of indi-
vidual categories and disciplines, it all but
eclipses 5 Eliade, ed., The Encyclopedia of
Religion (1987). But it ignores individual
religions (apart from their relevance to
cruxes of methodology). Meritoriously,
the Handbuch probes certain concepts like
“Apotropaic,” “Age Groups” and “Images
of Innocence,” which The Encyclopedia of
Religion ignores. For sheer intellectual

power, the Handbuch recalls 151 Klauser,
ed., Reallexikon fiir Antike und Christen-
tum (1950